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COURTSETS  NEWSALESPOUCIES 

RKO  Signs  Senary  to  Five- Year  Studio  Termer 


Settlement  of  Vanguard's 
Pact  Running  to  Next  Nov. 
Before  Rathvon  and  O'Shea 

By   RALPH   WILK 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Dore  Schary  has  been 
signed  by  RKO  to  a  five  year  con- 
tract as  executive  vice-president  in 
charge  of  production.  The  deal  was 
signed  here  by  Schary  and  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  RKO  president. 

It  was  indicated  in  a  statement  by 
Schary  that  he  still  has   11  months 
to  go  on  his  contract  with  Vanguard 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


October  Ticket  Tax 
Yield  $36393,292 

Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  The  November  ad- 
missions tax  collection  fell  off  more 
than  12  million  dollars  from  the  all- 
time  high  of  October,  with  a  total 
"take"  of  $36,393,292  reported  this 
morning  by  the  Bureau  of  Internal 
Revenue.  This  figure  was  just  a  few 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Prods.  Snub  Inter-Faith 
Group  Meet  For  Strike  End 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Maintaining  that 
the  studio  strike  stems  from  jurisdic- 
tional   differences    and    that    unions 
should  settle  these  differences  them- 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


D  of  J  Gets  Decree 
News  via  Film  Daily 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  Department 
of  Justice  was  unaware  of  the  fact 
that  the  New  York  Statutory  Court 
had  filed  its  decree  in  the  New 
York  equity  suit  until  informed  by 
THE  FILM  DAILY  on  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon. Pending  receipt  of  a  copy 
of  the  decree,  together  with  the 
Court's  accompanying  memorandum 
and  findings  of  fact  and  conclusion 
of  law,  Robert  L.  Wright,  special 
assistant  to  the  Attorney  General, 
declined  to  comment.  Wright  head- 
ed Government  counsel  who  prose- 
cuted the  case. 


UWF  PURCHASES 
CASTLE  FILMS 

Entire  Personnel  and  Organization 
Will  Remain  Intact 


United  World  Films,  Inc.,  bought 
Castle  Films  for  an  undisclosed  sum. 
Deal  was  revealed  Tuesday  in  a  joint 
announcement  by  Eugene  W.  Castle, 
head  of  Castle  Films,  and  Matthew 
Fox,  board  chairman  of  United 
World  Films,  Inc.,  recently  organ- 
ized affiliate  of  Universal  Pictures, 
Inc. 

Absorption  of  OF  marks  the  first 
step  of  UWF's  program  to  enlarge 
its  scope  in  the  home  and  non^the- 
atrical  fields.  Entire  personnel  and 
organization  will  remain  intact,  with 
CF  Division  continuing  in  production 
and  distribution  of  8  mm.  silent  and 
16  mm.  silent  and  sound.  All  present 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Air  Trade  Views  at 
!T0  Charier  Hearings 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  State  Depart- 
ment announced  over  the  holiday 
that  a  series  of  informal  hearings 
will  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording all  interested  parties  and 
groups  to  present  their  views  re- 
garding the  proposed  charter  for 
the  International  Trade  Organiza- 
tion. 

Although   the    hearings    are    sep- 
arate from  the  Committee  for  Reci- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Decree  in  New  York  Equity  Suit  Limits  Bidding  to 
Competitive  Areas,  Places  Responsibility  for  Fixing 
Reasonable  Clearance  on  Distribs;  Arbitration  Ends 


Philly  Indies  Ready 
Four  More  Trust  Suits 


In  a  decree  that,  in  the  main,  adhered  closely  to  its  opinion 
of  June  11  last,  the  Statutory  Court  which  heard  the  New  York 
equity  suit  on  Tuesday  ignored  the  Government  demand  for 

divorcement  and  a  ban  on  cross- 
licensing,  established  drastic 
new  sales  practices  featuring 
bidding  in  all  competitive  areas, 
and  placed  the  responsibility 
for  fixing  reasonable  clearances 
squarely  upon  the  distributor 
defendants. 

Nothing  in  the  decision,  forbids 
defendant  distributors  from  licens- 
ing any  product  to  theaters  con- 
trolled by  other  defendants;  inde- 
pendents, however,  are  accorded  the 
right  to  bid  competitively,  and  dis- 
tributors may  sell  to  their  own  affili- 
ated houses  without  restriction. 

In  an  accompanying  memorandum, 
the  Court,  in  addition  to  limiting 
competitive  bidding  to  competitive 
areas,  terminates  the  arrangement 
for  arbitration  and  an  appeal  board 
and  "strongly  recommends"  that 
some  such  system  be  continued  "in 
order  to  avoid  cumbersome  and  dila- 
tory court  litigation." 

(For  full  text  of  decree  and  memo- 
randum, turn  to  Pages  11-14). 


Philadelphia — Four  more  anti-trust 
suits  are  expected  to  be  filed  here 
shortly  in  U.  S.  District  Court  by 
independent  exhibitors  against  the 
major  film  companies,  it  was  learned 
over  the  holiday  following  announce- 
ment of  a  new  Goldman  Theaters 
action. 

The  Goldman  suit  seeks  more  than 
$8,000,000  in  damages  for  "loss  of 
profits,  damages  and  expenses"  al- 
legedly incurred  by  the  plaintiff  be- 
tween Dec.  8,  1942  and  Dec.  18,  1946. 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Scophony  Suit  Motion 
Will  Be  Argued  Jan.  7 


The  Scophony,  Ltd.,  motion  to  dis- 
miss the  cross  claim  of  Scophony 
Corp.  of  America  and  Arthur  Levey 
was  adjourned  Tuesday  in  New  York 
Federal  Court  until  Jan.  7. 

Scophony,  Ltd.  was  recently  dis- 
missed as  one  of  the  defendants  in 
the  Government  anti-trust  action 
against  Paramount  Pictures,  Tele- 
vision Productions,  Inc.,  General 
Precision  and  Equipment  Corp., 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Admission  Tax  to  10%  July  1 

War's  Official  End  Declared  by  President 


Columbus  Daily  Proposes 
8-10%  City  Ticket  Tax 

Columbus,  O. — Municipal  admis- 
sions tax  of  from  eight  to  10  per 
cent  was  suggested  as  a  possible  way 
of  helping  balance  the  1947  Colum- 
bus budget  by  Charles  Egger,  Co- 
lumbus Citizen  political  writer,  fol- 
( Continued  en  Page  8) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — President    Truman 

Tuesday   unexpectedly    declared,    on 

his  own  initiative,  the  cessation  of 

hostilities.     Of  especial  importance 

to  the  pix  industry  is  the  fact  that 

this  automatically  provides  for  the 

dropping  of  the   admissions  tax  to 

10  per  cent  next  July  1. 

The   20   per  cent  admissions   tax, 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Solons  Urge  World 
Markets  Expansion 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — The  House  Commit- 
mittee  on  Postwar  Economic  Policy 
over    the    holiday    recommended    a 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


Penn.  May  Revive 
State  Amusement  Tax 

Harrisburg  —  Re  -  institution  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Amusement 
Tax  appears  likely  when  the  Legis- 
lature convenes  it  is  reported  here. 
The  measure  was  dropped  several 
years  ago  when  it  was  relegated  to 
local  administration  and  collection. 
If  the  measure  passes,  Pennsylvania 
will  have  three  taxes  to  consider. 
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Greenberg  to  Far  East 
For  Goldwyn  and  Disney 

Samuel  Goldwyn  Prods,  and  Walt 
Disney  Prods,  have  jointly  engaged 
Berry  Greenberg  as  special  sales  rep. 
for  the  Far  East  with  probable  head- 
quarters in  Singapore. 

Greenberg,  who  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  Loew's  for  the  past  15 
years,  will  work  in  cooperation  with 
Leon  Britton,  RKO  Far  East  divi- 
sion manager,  in  the  sales  and  dis- 
tribution of  Goldwyn  and  Disney 
product. 


Detroit  Service  Help 
To  Receive  Pay  Tilts 

Detroit  —  Preliminary  agreement 
has  been  reached  with  major  nabes 
on  wage  scales  for  theater  service 
employes,  according  to  James  W. 
Padfield,  president-business  agent  of 
IATSE  Local  B-179.  Increases  in  all 
classes  are  covered.  Padfield  said  the 
deal  had  been  okayed  by  Co-opera- 
tive Theaters,  representing  about 
100  houses,  and  was  merely  awaiting 
formal  confirmation. 

Ushers  are  boosted  from  a  scale 
of  30-35  cents  per  hour  to  45-55 
cents.  Cashiers  from  $25  to  $28; 
candy  girls  and  doormen  get  five 
cents  an  hour  more  than  ushers.  The 
top  figure  is  reached  after  a  year's 
employment. 

Padfield  pointed  out  that  the  new 
pay  scale  will  be  retroactive  for 
members  only  to  Oct.  18. 

Negotiations  ar.e  now  being  en- 
tered with  the  major  downtown 
houses.  Padfield  paid  tribute  to  Earl 
J.  Hudson  and  David  Idzal,  circuit 
heads,  who,  he  said,  agreed  to  re- 
open the  contracts  voluntarily, 
although  the  old  contracts  still  had 
two  years  to  run. 

In  these  big  houses,  the  union  is 
asking  a  raise  for  ushers  from  a 
40-55-cent  scale  to  55-75  cents;  and 
for  cashiers,  a  $5  to  $10  increase. 


Detroit  Carriers  Strike 
Averted  by  New  Contract 

Detroit — The  threatened  walkout 
of  film  truck  drivers  servicing  De- 
troit metropolitan  area  houses  Tues- 
day was  averted  by  last-minute  set- 
tlement. It  is  understood  that  new 
contracts  were  drawn  up  for  one 
year  between  truck  drivers'  union 
and  both  Cinema  Service  and  Exhib- 
itors Service  which  handle  city  de- 
liveries. New  terms  are  said  to 
give  an  increase  of  $7  per  week  from 
$69  for  a  44-hour  week  to  $76  for  a 
40-hour  week  as  the  basic  schedule. 

An  emergency  meeting  of  exhib- 
itors was  held  Tuesday  morning 
when  New  Year's  deliveries  were 
threatened,  and  exhibitors  took  point 
of  view  that  they  would  handle  own 
film  deliveries  if  necessary  to  as- 
sure continued  service.  They  pre- 
pared appeal  for  court  injunction 
which  would  have  restrained  any  in- 
terference with  exhibitors  handling 
own  deliveries. 


IV.  Y.  THEATERS 


—RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL— 

Rockefeller  Center 

"TILL  THE  CLOUDS  ROLL  BY" 

With   13   BIG  STARS 
in  Technicolor     ■     An   M-G-M   Pic'l 

SPECTACULAR  STACE  PRESENTATION 


WB  Resumes  Releasing 
Technicolor  Shorts 


Though  availability  of  Technicolor 
prints  is  still  restricted  bv  the  strike 
of  technicians  on  the  coast,  seven 
Technicolor  shorts,  in  addition  to 
four  black-and-white,  will  be  released 
by  Warners  in  January  and  February, 
it  is  announced  by  Norman  H.  Moray, 
short  subject  sales  manager.  This 
number,  however,  is  still  somewhat 
less  than  the  usual  quota  of  monthly 
releases. 


James  P.  Pittman  Dead 

Port  Arthur,  Tex. — James  Pink- 
ney  Pittman,  91,  died  at  his  home 
here.  He  was  builder  of  the  Star, 
Liberty,  Cameo,  Pittman  and  Peoples 
Theaters.  Pittman  retired  in  1925 
selling  his  interests  to  the  Jefferson 
Amusement  Co. 


"Sixteenth  Bar"  via  Schaefer 

American  distribution  rights  to 
"The  Sixteenth  Bar"  have  been  ac- 
quired by  George  J.  Schaefer  Asso- 
ciates. The  recently-completed  John 
Stafford-Steven  Pallos  production, 
originally  titled  "Teheran,"  was 
filmed  entirely  on  location  in  Rome 
and  in  the  Iranian  capital. 
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IF  YOU    BUY 

STADIUM.    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR 

HUSEJBHEB 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


-INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

•52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

6  / .  •  Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 
i  ,•  Principal  Cifies 


WALTVlSNtY'S 

S0NG-S0OTH 


Mayer  Calls  Attention 
To  Tokyo  Fire  Menace 

Tokyo  (By  Cable) — Following  a 
preview  screening  of  "The  South- 
erner" for  members  of  Japanese 
legislative  bodies,  Charles  Mayer, 
manager  for  MPEA  in  Japan,  called 
attention  to  the  chronic  overcrowd- 
ing of  theaters  in  this  city.  He 
pointed  out  the  existing  menace  in 
the  event  of  fire. 

Of  the  280  theaters  in  this  city, 
only  80  escaped  damage  during  air 
raids.  About  60  new  houses  have 
been  built  but  they  are  of  flimsy 
construction. 


KENTUCKY  AVE.  NEAE  BEACH 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J. 

Special  Rates 
Winter-Spring  Season 

American  and  European 
Plans 

Plantation  Cocktail  Lounge 

Daily  Concerts — Snn  Decks 

JOHN   H.   FETTE2,   Gen.   MffT. 


KENTUCKY    AVE.,    NEAR    BEACH 
ATLANTIC    CITY.    N.    1. 

$A       Daily     Per     Person       M 

£■        (Two    in    Room -i  L 

European  Plan — Open  AH  Year 

New  Coach  and  Four 

GriU 

JOHN   H.    FETTER.    G«B.    mitt. 


ONSCREEN 

1st  N.Y.  Showing! 
All  New  Adventures 

'THE  RETURN  OF 
MONTE  CRISTO' 

LOUIS  HAYWARD 
BARBARA  BRTTTON 

A  Columbia  Picture 


IN  PERSON 

Paul  Small  presents 

SHOWTIME 

OF  1947 

Starring  THE 

SLATE  BROS. 

plus  All-Stir  Cast 


Betty  flutter, 
Sonny  Tufts 


7&4&IMO(//Vr , 


Darryl    F.   Zonucl 

presents 

JOHN   FORDS 

NtyVAWNG 
fimiHllNi 

\  ^O    CENTURY-FOX 


NOW  I 


'way  a»  49th  S« 
DNTtOpM 

9:30  A.  H 


Best  film  this  year  from 
Hollywood!"— n.y.  times 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous  A    CTAD 

Performance*     jTVO   lV7J\ 


B'WAY  and 

45*  ST. 


;■  ,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck's 

-.  production  of 

>    ■  W.  SOMERSET  MAUGHAM'S 

The  Razors  Edge 

20th  Century-Fox 


and  (^tvat0iiiae  c/tevae  / 

K^#  i\.  T     7th  Ave.  4  50th  St. 


Thursday,  January  2,  1947 


<7te 


;  United  World  Films 
"Buys  Castle  Films 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
I  jiealer  and  sales  outlets  will  also  be 
maintained. 
__     To  Operate  Separately 
flW(  explamea  tha.  wane  the  Bell 
t^^well  division  which  was  set  up 
;  -ecently    when    U-I     acquired     the 
—  3&H  16  mm.  circulating  library  of 
5,000  educational,  religious  ana  en- 
.ertainment  films,  CFD  will  operate 
separately.     Most  of  B&H   product 
s    handled    on    a    rental    basis    to 
schools,  churches  and  clubs,  whereas 
3FD  product  is  sold  outright  to  home 
and  non-theatrical  outlets. 

Fox  pointed  out  that  through  its  affilia- 
tion with  the  Rank  organization  in  Great 
Britain.  UWF  will  launch  on  a  world-wide 
jrogrram  of  "providing  outstanding  non-the- 
itrical  films  for  schools,  colleges,-  and  other 
nstitutions,  eventually  leading  up  to  the 
_  establishment  of  a  'film  encyclopedia  for  the 
lonie'." 

Also  emphasized  were  these  points:  (1) 
/Library  and  newsreel  shots  will  be  made 
mailable  for  CFD;  (2)  B&H  exchanges  as 
.veil  as  CFD  exchanges  will  continue  to  op- 
erate, each  co-operating  with  the  other;  (3) 
'JWF  will  not  be  identified  with  U-I  ex- 
changes, separate  physical  plant  and  sep- 
arate personnel;  (4)  CFD  will  operate  sep- 
arately in  UWF  tinder  O-stlp  nH  H  ■ -v  .T. 
5pies6,  formerly  treasurer  of  Castle  Films; 
( 5 1  Separate  department  wul  ue  set  up  to 
aandle.  production  of  religious  and  educa- 
tional pix. 

UWF  To  Back  Institutional  Pix 

UWF  will  produce  re'igious  and  education- 
al   films    mostly    through    co-operation    with  - 
leaders  in  these  fields.     Fox  wanted  it  made 
:le  r   that   tho^e   educational   pictures   which  \ 
might  be  considered  as  controversial  will  be- 
made   outside   of    the    organization,    but   dis- 
tributed  through   UWF.      However,   in   many 
instances,   UWF  wou~d  bankroll  in  whole  or 
An   part  those  religious   and   educational  pic-  j 
•  tures    which    needed    financing.      No    matter  '. 
how    much    money    was    invested.    Fox    de- 
clared.  UWF  wou'd  refrain   from   interfering 
in   the  subject  matter  filmed. 

Commenting  on  the  deal,  Castle  said,  "We 
are  very  happv  to  have  this  affiliation.  .  .  . 
"There  are  wider  horizons  in  the  packaged 
film  field." 

Castle  stated  that  on  the  basis  of  100.000 
16  mm.  projectors  to  be  manufactured  in 
1947,  the  market  for  non-theatrical  product, 
especially  in  schools  and  churches,  was  big- 
ger than  ever. 

Ca«tle  Films  sold  an  estimated  1.000,000 
"packages"  in  1946.  This  includes  8  mm. 
product. 

Under    the    new    set-up,     Cast'e     becomes 
veepee  and  a  board  member  of  UWF.     Spiess 
also    becomes    a    board    member    and    v.-p. 
JIurray  Goodman,   sales  manager  of  CF,   re- 
mains in.  that  capacity.     Don   Hancock  con- 
ijtinues   a«  production   manager. 
■j      James  M.  Franey  is  prexy  of  UWF.     Other 
,  (veepees    are    William    F.   Kruse.    Edmund   L. 
Dorfman  and  E.  L.  McEvoy. 


ALONG  A 


DeMille  Loses  AFRA  Appeal 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Cecil  B.  DeMille  has 
lost  an  appeal  against  dismissal  of 
ihis  suit  to  restrain  the  American 
Federation  of  Eadio  Artists  from  as- 
sessing him  to  aid  a  political  cam- 
paign. The  court  held  that  the  as- 
sessment was  permissible  under 
AFRA's  articles  of  federation. 


SEDD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETII1GS  TO: 

Jan.  2 

Walter  A.  Futter  W.  Ray  Johnston 

Moe  Silver 
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Coming:  The  Film  Daily  "Ten  Best" 

»  •  •  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST"  Pictures  Poll,  forerunner  of 
a  host  of  countless  imitators,  both  in  the  industry  and  out  of  it,  cele- 
brates its  silver  anniversary  with  the  1946  "election"  which,  for  the  last 
several  weeks,  has  been  in  progress  in  newspaper,  magazine,  syndicate 

and  wire  service  offices  and  in  radio  news  rooms  across  the  country 

You'll  read  the  results  next  week,  not   only  in  Your  Favorite  Industry 

Nswspaper,    but    in    your    home    town    press    as    well And    you'll 

hear  them  simultaneously  over  radio  stations.  Coast  to  Coast The 

combined    reading    and    listening    audience    thus    reached    will    exceed 

70,030,000,  it  is  estimated 

V  ▼  V 

•  •      •     THE    RESULTS    OF    NO    OTHER    POLL    are    so    eagerly 

awaited It  has  been  written  that  the  greatest  honor  that  can  be 

bestowed  on  a  company/individual  is  to  have  its/his  picture  selected  by 

the  nation's  critics  as  one  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST" Which 

is  easily  understandable There  are  important  factors  that  serve  to 

distinguish   it   from   all   its   more   or   less   faint   carbon  copies And 

these  factors  carry  considerable  weight  in  the  industry's  three  great 
spheres  of  production,  distribution  and  exhibition 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST,"  first,  is  the  only  poll  which 
reflects  the  judgment  of  professional  film  critics  and  commentators  on  a 

naticn-wide  basis It  is,  of  course,  THE  Medium  for  a  free  choice  by 

those  best  qualified  by  training  and  experience  to  app'.y  the  yardstick  of 
artistic  merit,  sans  bias  and  sans  pressures 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     SECONDLY,  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST"  eligibility  rules 

are  designed  to  assure  fair  consideration In  selecting  the  12-month 

period  running  from  Nov.  1  to  Oct.  31,  THE  FILM  DAILY  has  been  guided 
by  the  knowledge  that  it  may  take  up  to  60  days  after  release  for  pic- 
tures to  attain  what  may  be  termed  national  circulation This  is  of 

umost  importance  to  voter  and  picture  alike 

WWW 

•  •  •  THIRDLY,  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST"  recognizes  the 
further  essential  fact  that  there  are,  in  these  United  States,  many  more 

Main  Streets  than  Broadways  and  Hollywood  Boulevards The  film 

critic  in  a  Main  Street  town  is  no  less  sound  in  his  judgment  than  his 
contemporary  in  New  York,  Chicago  or  Los  Angeles,  and  his  influence 
in   his    own   bailiwick   compares    favorably   with    that    of   his    Big   City 

peer A  poll  conducted  on   any  other  geographic   basis  would  be 

W3ighted,   provincial 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  FOURTHLY,  VOTERS  IN  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST"  are 
fully  identified,  and  the  total  ballots  received  by  the  pictures  are  an- 
nounced   More  than  that,  interested  parties,  should  they  so  desire, 

may  examine  the  ballots  for  a  30-day  period 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  FIFTHLY.  THE  FILM  DAILY  "TEN  BEST"  is  unique  in  that 
it  is  the  only  poll  which  takes  cognizance  of  the  importance  in  the  indus- 
try's scheme  o'  things  of  radio's  commentators  upon  motion  pictures 

The  commentators  participated  for  a  fifth  successive  year...... 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  SIXTHLY,  AS  A  FURTHER  INSURANCE  of  fairness,  and  to 
guard  against  possible  memory  slips,  THE  FILM  DAILY  provides  all 
voters  with  a  list  of  pictures  nominated  by  distributors,  together  with  cast 

and  credits Importantly,  however,  voters  are  NOT  restricted  to  the 

pictures  nominated,  instead  may  vote  for  ANY  feature  released  during 
the  fixed  12-month  period. 

T  T  ▼ 


CODING  and  GOIflG 


JERRY  WALD  has  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the  Coast  to  look  over  the  current  Broadway 
plays,  and  confer  on  several  new  story  proper- 
ties and  talent  deals. 

GEORGE  COULOURIS  has  arrived  in  New 
York   from    Hollywood. 

BILL  LORRAINE  is  vacationing  at  Miami 
Beach. 

MARIAN  CARR  is  in  New  York  from  the 
Coast  for  a  two-week  visit. 

SEYMOUR  MAYER,  16  mm.  sales  chief  for 
Loew's  International  Corp.,  leaves  today  by 
plane  for  a  three-month  tour  of  M-G-M  16  mm. 
offices  in  Latin  America.  First  stop  will  be 
Panama. 


Air  Trade  Views  at 
ITO  Charter  Hearings 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

procity  Information  which  opens 
hearings  here  on  Jan.  13,  the  two 
are  closely  aligned  in  objectives. 
Pix  leaders  and  groups  will  present 
their  views  in  both  cases. 

The  proposed  charter  for  the  ITO 
was  prepared  by  the  Preparatory 
Committee  on  Trade  and  Employ- 
ment which  met  in  London  October 
15-November  26. 

The  proposed  hearings,  which  will 
be  held  in  several  cities  throughout 
the  country,  will  give  the  U.  S.  Gov- 
ernment a  chance  to  obtain  an  ex- 
pression of  American  opinion  on  the 
subject  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Preparatory  Committee  in  Geneva. 

The  hearings  will  be  conducted 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Executive 
Committee  on  Economic  Foreign  Pol- 
icy, made  up  of  representatives  of 
the  State,  Treasury,  Commerce,  Ag- 
riculture and  Labor  Departments 
and  the  U.  S.  Tariff  Commission. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  is  Wil- 
lard  R.  Thorpe,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  for  Economic  Affairs- 


ATO  of  Eastern  Pa.  to 
Meet  in  Philly  Sunday 


Philadelphia — Allied  Theater  Own- 
ers of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  and 
Southern  New  Jersey  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  Sunday,  at  the  War- 
wick Hotel.  The  meeting  is  ex- 
pected to  be  attended  by  leaders  of 
the  various  units  prior  to  forth- 
coming   Washington    sessions. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Tumer-Schlanger 
Philadelphia  —  Buddy  Schlanger, 
son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Schlanger, 
was   married   to   Gladys   Turner   in 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Workman-Lund 
Minneapolis  —  Blaine  Workman, 
daughter  of  W.  H.  Workman,  M-G-M 
branch  manager,  is  engaged  to  De= 
wayne  Lund.  They  plan  to  be  mar= 
ried  in  Spring. 


CI 


WREATHED  IN 
SMILES! 

M-G-M  is  Heaven  in  1947. 

Stay  merry  with  Leo  all  year  long. 

Just  a  few  of  his  BIG  ONES  on  next  page 


MICKEY  ROONEY 


KATHRYN  GRAYSON 


.- 


GENE  KELLY 


GREER  G ARSON 


SPENCER  TRACY 


JUDY  GARLAND 


VAN  JOHNSON 


Mm 

KATHARINE  HEPBURN  WALTER  PIDGEON 


"THE  YEARLING" 

{Technicolor) 
Gregory  Peck,  Jane  Wyman 
Claude  Jarman,  Jr. 


"TILL  THE  CLOUDS  ROLL  BY" 

(Technicolor)     Stars  Alphabetically 
Lucille  Bremer 
Kathryn  Grayson 

Lena  Home 
Angela  Lansbury 
Virginia  O'Brien 
Frank  Sinatra 


June  Allyson 
Judy  Garland 
Van  Heflin 
Van Johnson 
Tony  Martin 
Dinah  Shore 


Robert  Walker 

"THE  SECRET  HEART" 

Claudette  Colbert    Walter  Pidgeon 
June  Allyson 

"LADY  IN  THE  LAKE" 

Robert  Montgomery 

"THE  SHOW-OFF" 

Red  Skelton 

'THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 

Spencer  Tracy   Katharine  Hepburn 
Melvyn  Douglas        Robert  Walker 

"THE  MIGHTY  McGURK" 

Wallace  Beery 

"A  WOMAN  OF  MY  OWN" 

Greer  Garson 

"LOVE  LAUGHS  AT  ANDY  HARDY4 

Mickey  Rooney  Lewis  Stone 

"THE  BEGINNING  OR  THE  END" 

Brian  Donlevy  Robert  Walker 


"SUMMER  HOLIDAY" 

{Technicolor) 

Mickey  Rooney      Gloria  De  Haven 

Walter  Huston    Frank  Morgan 

.  "Butch"  Jenkins 

"THIS  TIME  FOR  KEEPS" 

{Technicolor) 

Esther  Williams      Lauritz  Melchior 

Jimmy  Durante     Johnnie  Johnston 

Xavier  Cugat 

"THE  UNFINISHED  DANCE" 

{Technicolor) 
Margaret  O'Brien 

"HIGH  BARBAREE" 

Van  Johnson  June  Allyson 

"FIESTA" 

{Technicolor) 

Esther  Williams     Akim  Tamiroff 

Ricardo  Montalban      Cyd  Charisse 

"IT  HAPPENED  IN  BROOKLYN" 

Frank  Sinatra     Kathryn  Grayson 
Jimmy  Durante 

"TENTH  AVENUE  ANGEL" 

Margaret  O'Brien 

"TO  KISS  AND  TO  KEEP" 

Gene  Kelly 

"GREEN  DOLPHIN  STREET" 

Lana  Turner  Van  Heflin 

Donna  Reed  Richard  Hart 

"A  LOVE  STORY" 

Katharine  Hepburn     Paul  Henreid 
Robert  Walker 


YEAR  IN  YEAR  OUT-TBOCFMGM 


(The  Big  Ones  Come  From  M-G-M!) 


WALLACE  BEERY 


ANN  SOTHERN 


RED  SKELTON 


l/    Jm  T  I 
BRIAN  DONLEVY 


HAPPY  M-G-M  NEW  YEAR!    |jjd< 
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WILLIAM  POWELL 


FRANK  SINATRA 


JUNE  ALLYSON 


GREGORY  PECK 


IRENE  DUNNE 


ROBERT  MONTGOMERY 


MYRNA  LOY 


LUCILLE  BALL 

:  f^ 

fgf  | 
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LIONEL  BARRYMORE 


GEORGE  MURPHY 


LASSIE 


■ 


"Socko  Capra  pic!  It's  a  Wonderful  Life*  will  enjoy  just  that  at  the  b.o.;  and 
eminently  deserves  to  do  so!  Word-o'-mouth  wilj  accelerate  the  whirring  of 
theatres'  wickets!"  -  Variety 

"A  wonderful  motion  picture!  That  it  will  do  wonderful  business  is  as  sure 
as  anything  in  show  business  can  be*  A  picture  for  all  kinds  of  audiences!" 

—  Motion  Picture  Herald 


"Should  account  for  high  grosses  in  all  situations!  Exceptionally  entertaining 
.  . .  superbly  enacted  by  James  Stewart  and  Donna  Reed!  Excellent,  enjoyable 
entertainment  for  the  entire  family.  Appears  destined  for  long  and  deserved 
popularity!"  —  Showmen's  Trade  Review 

"A  thoroughly  engrossing  picture!  One  of  the  important  exhibition  ventures 
of  1947.  It  can't  miss  such  an  exalted  niche!"  -Boxoffice 

"Outstanding!  One  of  the  great  films  of  this  or  any  year!  Has  all  the  ingredi- 
ents to  make  up  swell  entertainment!  .  .  .  Capra  and  his  touch  at  his  best!" 

—  The  Exhibitor 

"This  is  one  of  the  great  ones;  headed  for  smash  biz!  Stirring,  profound, 
intensely  human!  This  is  for  Everyman!  Frank  Capra  has  created  a  grand 
picture  of  humanity!  A  candidate  for  many  laurels!"  -  Film  Daily 


"Going  to  do  wonderful  things  at  the  boxoffice!  James  Stewart's  perform- 
ance of  Academy  Award  stature!"  —  M.  P.  Daily 


$OXOFPCb! 
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"The  entertainment  values  are  guarantee  of  sensational  box-office!  Production 
beyond  reproach  . . .  top  showmanship  in  the  filming!"  —Daily  Variety 

"Excellent  mass  entertainment!  Powerful,  deeply  appealing  human-interest 
drama.  Every  one  who  will  see  the  picture  will  love  it."     —Harrison's  Reports 

"A  truly  wonderful   motion  picture!  It  is  going  to  roll   up  record-breaking 
grosses  .  .  .  and  be  among  the  nation's  top  few  everywhere!"  —Film  Bulletin 


LIBERTY/ FILMS- 
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FRANK  CAPW& 


M^JAHBS  STEWART 
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creen  Flay  by  Frances  Goodrich,  Albert 

rank  Copra  •  Additional  Scenet  by  Jo  Swerlirtg 


RKO  RADIO  Pictures 
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October  Ticket  Tax 
Yield  $36393,292 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
dollars   under   the   November,    1945, 
collection   of  $36,394,911. 

It  brings  to  $203,336,227  the  fiscal 
year  total,  $28,340,416  above  the  cor- 
responding total  of  $174,995,811  for 
lasc  year. 

November  was  the  first  month  in 
the  current  fiscal  year  when  the  total 
collection  has  not  been  far  above  the 
corresponding  figure  for  last  year. 

The  Third  New  York  (Broadway) 
collection  district  accounted  tor  only 
$5,775,222,  compared  with  $3,284,428 
a  month  earlier  and  $6,893,424  a  year 
earlier.  Of  the  total  from  the  dis- 
trict, $5,124,352  was  from  theater 
admissions,  compared  with  $7,586,271 
a  month  earlier  and  $5,955,809  a  year 
earlier. 

Columbus  Daily  Proposes 
8-10%  City  Ticket  Tax 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
lowing  recommendations  for  sweep- 
ing tax  changes  made  by  a  committee 
of  nine  local  Republican  office  hold- 

GTS. 

The  committee,  which  includes 
three  members  of  the  county's  legis- 
lative delegation,  recommended  the 
repeal  of  the  state's  three  per  cent 
admissions  tax  and  authorization  to 
cities  to  levy  such  a  tax.  However, 
the  committee  did  not  commit  itself 
to  a  definite  percentage,  leaving  that 
to  the   individual  municipalities. 

The  Egger  proposal  of  an  eight  to 
10  per  cent  tax  would  raise  an  esti- 
mated $300,000  annually.  An  ex- 
cise tax  of  three  percent  on  gross 
receipts  of  public  utilities  and  a 
consumer's  utility  tax  of  not  less 
than  three  percent  would  raise  about 
$1,200,000  here  annually,  it  was  es- 
timated. The  city's  1947  anticipated 
deficit  will  be  $1,500,000. 

The  committee  also  recommended 
that  cities  be  empowered  to  tax  liquor 
sold  in  state  stores  and  beer  and 
wine  sold  by  distributors.  Cigaret 
license  lees  or  cigaret  taxes  would 
be  allocated  to  the  subdivision  where 
sold. 

Mayor  James  A.  Rhodes  has  re- 
peatedly urged  the  governor  and  the 
state's  lawmakers  to  permit  cities 
to    enter    the    admissions    tax    field. 


City  Admissions  Levy 
Looming  in  Manchester 

Manchester,  N.  H. — Film  exhibi- 
tors here  have  started  thinking  seri- 
ously of  the  possibility  that  their 
theaters  may  be  brought  under  a 
local  amusement  tax. 

Such  a  levy  has  been  mentioned 
by  Mayor  Josaphat  T.  Benoit  in  an- 
nouncing that  the  new  Legislature 
may  be  asked  to  allow  the  city  of 
Manchester  to  tap  additional  sources 
of  revenue. 

Pointing  out  that  amusement  taxes 
in  other  communities  vary  from  one 
to  two  cents  or  a  percentage  on  ad- 
missions, the  mayor  estimated  that 
40,000  persons  attend  the  movies  in 
Manchester  each  week. 


1946  News  Highlights 


=^^=^^=^  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  ^^=^^ 
Editor,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

I 

PUBLIC  SERVICE.  Repeatedly  during  the  year  the  industry,  nationally  and  sectional.'y, 
responded  to  var.ed  calls  f-r  publ.c  service.  The  causes  were  many — the  American  Red 
Cross,  tne  March  of  Dimes,  the  American  Cancer  Society,  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews,  American  Brotherh-od  Week,  the  National  Artnritis  Foundation, 
among  them.  On  May  9,  industry  leaders  assembled  at  the  White  House  to  receive 
Presidential  thanks  for  the  trade's  magnificent  supp:rt  of  the  Red  Cross.  Again  on 
No*.  IV,  tnere  was  a  Wnite  Mouse  assembly  of  industry  representatives,  this  time  to 
consider  the  perplexing  issue  of  screen  time  for  Government  films.  As  sidelights  on  the 
Government's  awareness  of  the  innerent  power  of  the  screen,  tnere  was  tne  forthright 
statement  by  the  President  that  its  freedom  must  be  "firmiy  protected'  and  the  equal, y 
forthright  statement  by  Assistant  Secretary  cf  State  Wil.iam  Benton  that  films  consti 
tute  "the  most  important  arm  of  American  foreign  policy." 

II 

ON  THE  EXHIBITION  FRONT.  Four  times— in  February,  May,  November  and 
December — theaters  in  New  York,  Chicago  and  elsewhere  found  their  operations  cur- 
tailed and  hampered  by  labor  disputes  in  other  spheres.  In  February,  New  York  theaters 
were  closed  16  hours  as  a  result  of  a  tugbcat  strike.  In  May,  a  fuel  famine,  strike-in 
duced,  closed  Chicago  theaters.  In  December,  the  17-day  miners'  strike  closed  some 
houses.  Dimouts  in  May,  November  and  December  hurt  tne  box  office.  In  March,  the 
Government  halted  theater  constructkn,  with  some  exceptions,  to  aid  the  housing  program. 
Universal  turned  exhibitor  via  the  Winter  Garden  and  Park  Ave.  in  New  York,  Keitn's  in 
Cincinnati,  with  more  to  be  added.  It  was  a  busy  organizational  year.  The  American  The- 
aters Association  took  corporate  form  with  led  Gamb.e  as  board  chairman,  Si  H.  Fabian  as 
president.  National  Allied  elected  Jack  Kirsch  of  Chicago  president,  serious. y  considered 
a  production  venture,  won  the  affiliation  of  North  Central  Allied  and  the  West  Virginia 
Man.agers  Associati.n.  The  ITOA  of  New  York  considered  similar  action.  The  MPTOA 
named  Fred  Wehrenberg  of  St.  Louis  president,  adopted  an  aggressive  agendum.  Sig- 
nificantly, the  MPlOA  and  Allied  exchanged  observers,  indicated  some  degree  of  co- 
operation would  eventuate.  The  Conference  of  Independent  Exhibitors  expanded  its  own 
program,  while  a  new  Midwest  Exhibitors  Conference  was  pr.  posed  by  the  Allied  ITO 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  The  ITOA  of  Michigan  entered  the  association  field. 

Ill 

DO?  J  vs.  INDUSTRY:  On  Dec.  31  the  U.  S.  Statutory  Court  filed  its  decision 
and  cpinion  in  the  New  York  equity  suit.  Judges  closely  followed  their  opinion  of 
June  11  which,  ruled  against  the  Department  of  Justice's  divorcement  plea,  called  for 
the  end  of  price-fixing,  non-competitive  granting  of  runs  and  clearance,  the  death  ot 
theater  pooling  and  limitation  of  blind-selling.  A  method  of  bidding  was  set  up  for 
competitive  areas,  and  compulsory  arbitration  was  eliminated  from  the  final  decree.  On 
July  7,  Federal  Judge  John  Knight  in  Buffalo  directed  the  Schine  circuit  to  dispose  ot 
some  50  theaters  in  4l  cities;  on  Dec.  16,  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court' refused  a  Schine  plea 
for  permission  tj  appeal:  Scnine  prepared  to  ask  a  re-hearing.  On  Oct.  9,  Federal  Judge 
Edgar  S.  Vaught  in  Oklahoma  City  found  the  Griffith  Amusement  Co.  and  related  cir- 
cuits n:t  guilty  of  Government-charged  violations  in  a  decision  of  far-reaching  effect 
In  late  December,  the  Department  of  Justice,  stung  by  the  rebuff,  filed  an  appeal.  The 
Government's  so-called  Scophony  television  anti-trust  suit,  filed  in  1945,  still  awaited 
disposition  at  the  year's  end,  despite  frequent  reports  during  the  year  of  possible  settle- 
ment via  consent  decree. 

IV 

TRADE  LITIGATION.  By  a  seven  to  one  decision,  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  in 
late  February  upheld  the  trial  court's  decision  favoring  the  plaintiff  in  the  important 
Jackson  Park  Theater  (Chicago)  anti-trust  action.  It  was  the  first  industry  case  for 
damages  under  the  Sherman  and  Clayton  Acts  to  reach  the  highest  tribunal.  A  month 
later,  the  Supreme  Court  refused  a  rehearing.  Subsequently,  the  $432,740  judgment  was 
satisfied,  and,  in  October,  Federal  Judge  Michael  Igoe,  by  injunction  moved  to  kill  Cnicago's 
long-established  clearance  system,  limit  first-runs  to  two  weeks.  An  appeal  pends.  New 
anti-trust  suits  were  filed  by  theater  operators  in  Detroit,  Baltimore,  Louisville,  Memphis, 
Olean,  Buffalo,  St.  Louis.  Minneapolis  distributors,  too,  appealed  to  the  court's  filing  a 
lengthy  list  of  percentage  fraud  suits  against  exhibitors.  An  amended  complaint  was 
filed  by  H.  Schoenstadt  b  Sons  in  the  Piccadilly  Theater  (Chicago)  anti-trust  suit,  boost- 
ing the  damages  sought  to  $5,750, COO.  Damages  in  the  amount  of  $375,000,  plus  counsel 
fees  and  costs,  were  awarded  William  Goldman  in  the  trust  suit  brought  on  behalf  of 
the  Erlanger  Theater,  Philadelphia.  On  Dec.  30,  William  Goldman  Theaters,  Inc.,  filed 
a  secrnd  suit  on  behalf  of  the  Erlanger  against  Warners-Stanley  and  the  majors  for 
treble  damages  of  $8,400,000,  the  grounds  being  the  same  as  those  cited  in  the  first 
action.  Federal  Judge  R.  M.  Gibson  in  Pittsburgh  ruled  that  a  theater's  run  goes  with 
the  management,  and  upheld  the  right  of  a  distributor  to  sell  a  preferred  customer  in 
the  important  Harry  N.  Ball  anti-trust  action.  Ccnstituticnality  of  New  York  fi.'m  cen- 
sorship was  challenged  in  an  appeal  frm  a  state  ban  imposed  on  a  French  picture, 
"Amok."  Howard  Hughes  filed  a  $l,C00,0CO  anti-trust  suit  aga'nst  the  MPAA,  the  ac- 
tion growing  out  of  the  controversy  over  "The  Outlaw."  David  O.  Selznick  sued  Charles 
Chaplin,  Mary  Pickford  Corp.  for  $6,000,OOD  and  United  Artists  for  $7,500,000. 

V 

MPAA.  While  the  Motion  Picture  Association  moved  forward  on  all  fronts,  it  was 
made  unmistakably  evident   by   President  Eric  A.  Johnston   that   the   first  emphasis  was 
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Admission  Tax  Cut 
Back  to  10%  July  1 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
alcng  with  other  high  wartime  ex 
cise  levies,  automatically  returns  t: 
its  peacetime  rate  six  months  aftei 
che  declaration  of  the  end  of  "»sj 
tilities.  Tuesday's  action  ma\  i{ 
extremely  unlikely  that  there  will  b< 
any  Congressional  action  to  cut  thes< 
.axes  so:ner,  although  there  is  a  pos 
sibility  that  strong  pressure  in  tha 
airection  will  result  because  of  tht 
fear  of  many  merchants  that  a  largs 
dice  of  the  buying  public  will  hole 
off  from  buying  excise-taxed  mer 
chancise  until  the  July  1  tax  cut. 

Republican  legislators  were  badlj 
split  on  proposals  that  they  vote  ai 
jfficial  end  to  the  war,  with  manj 
favoring  an  immediate  declaratioi 
and  others  feeling  that  special  war 
;ime  powers  to  act  in  labor  disrmte; 
should  be  retained  by  the  Whitt 
House.  Tuesday's  sudden  action  bj 
the  Chief  Executive  puts  iar  more  o: 
the  burden  for  dealing  with  labor  ot  ] 
the  Congressional  doorstep. 

Truman's  proclamation  does  no 
affect  special  taxes  adopted  in  1941 
and  1942  on  photographic  supplies 
film  and  plates,  and  air  conditioning 
units. 

Chairman  Harold  Knutson,  of  tht 
new  House  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee, promised  Tuesday  afternoor 
that  his  committee  will  "go  over  the 
entire  excess  tax  statute,"  intimat- 
ing that  a  new  bill  revising  excise 
rates  might  be  written  this  year 
He  said  nothing  to  indicate  any  like- 
lihood of  a  change  in  the  admissions 
rate. 

Asked  whether  there  was  anj 
strong  probability  that  Congress 
might  act  to  lower  the  excise  taxes 
before  June  30,  Knutson  said  that 
any  concurrent  resolution  to  this 
effect  is  "not  up  to  me.  It's  up  tc 
Mr.  Martin." 


Rites  for  Becker's  Father 

Funeral  services  for  Louis  Becker 
were  held  from  Garlick's  Funeral 
Parlor  in  New  York  City.  Becker 
was  the  father  of  Joe  Becker  of 
RKO  Theaters  film  booking  depart- 
ment. 


SICK  LIST 


JOHN  GENTILE,  Paramount  Detroit 
booker,  is  convalescing  following  a  hernia 
operation. 

EDWARD  MURPHY,  Paramount  state 
salesman  for  northern  Michigan,  is  con- 
valescing  following   a   hernia  operation. 

GEORGE  SAMPSON,  RKO  Detroit  sales- 
man, is  reported  making  favorable  progress 
back  to  full  recovery  after  two  serious 
operations. 

NORMAN  LEVIN,  Republic  Cleveland 
branch  manager,  is  taking  a  rest  cure  at 
home  under  doctor's  orders. 

AL  GROSS,  Metro  office  manager,  Den- 
ver, is  recovering  from  flu  followed  by 
pneumonia. 


CRITICS  of 


-  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY 


. 


01 


NEWSPAPERS,  MAGAZINES, 
WIRE  SERVICES  AND  SYNDICATES 
AND  FILM  COMMENTATORS  OF 
EIGHTY-NINE  LEADING  RADIO 
STATIONS  PARTICIPATED  IN  SE- 


LECTING "THE  TEN  BEST  PICTURES 


OF  THE  YEAR"  IN  THE  FILM  DAILY 


25th  ANNUAL  POLL 


As  usual,  as  has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  25  years,   the   names   and   ballots  of   participants   in    the 
FILM  DAILY  TEN  BEST  poll  are  available  for  inspection   for   the   next   thirty  days. 
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17,080,000  in  Back 
Pay  to  Studio  Help 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  With  the  close  of 
1946,  lump-sum  retroactive  pay- 
checks totaling  more  than  $17,000,- 
000  have  been  distributed  or  are  in 
preparation  for  approximately  18,- 
500  employes  of  10  major  Holly- 
wood film  studios,  Byron  Price, 
AMPP   Board   chairman   announced. 

Price's  year-end  survey  showed 
that  most  of  lump  payments  to  mem- 
bers of  43  unions  and  guilds  and  in- 
dependent workers  were  rushed 
through  studio  accounting  depart- 
ments in  time  for  the  current  holi- 
day season.  Some  checks  have  been 
delayed  by  complexities  of  comput- 
ing payments  covering  more  than 
600  separate  work  classifications. 

Additional  retroactive  payments 
totaling  $1,600,000  will  be  made  to 
members  of  five  other  unions  as  soon 
as  they  have  signed  final  contracts 
with  major  studios.  Retroactive 
checks  averaged  $919.  And  in  some 
cases  they  ranged  up  to  $2,600.  Pay- 
ments were  based  upon  new  con- 
tracts awarding  wage  increases  av- 
eraging 25  per  cent  or  more  retro- 
active to  Jan.  1,  1946. 

"These  lump-sum  retroactive  pay- 
ments are  over  and  above  additional 
millions  of  dollars  these  employes 
have  received  in  higher  wage  rates 
established  on  various  dates  that 
their  new  contracts  went  into  ef- 
fect," Price  said,  "and  offer  addi- 
tional evidence  that  film  studio  em- 
ployes are  highest  paid  workers  in 
nation." 

First  to  receive  their  retroactive 
pay  were  members  of  10  locals  of 
Conference  of  Studio  Unions,  who 
accepted  a  25  per  cent  general  wage 
increase,  retroactive  to  Jan.  1,  1946, 
offered  by  major  studios  in  agree- 
ment reached  on  July  2.  Seven  of 
these  CSU  unions  later  went  on 
strike  against  major  studios. 

Retroactive  pay  already  distrib- 
uted or  authorized  by  each  of  major 
studios  is  approximately:  Columbia, 
$1,394,000;  Samuel  Goldwyn,  $425- 
000;  Metro,  $3,230,000;  Paramount, 
$2,040,000;  Republic,  $816,000;  RKO- 
Radio,  $1,853,000;  Hal  Roach,  $255,- 
000;  20th  Century-Fox,  $2,890,000; 
Universal-International,  $1,734,000, 
and  Warners,  $2,618,000. 

Unions  sharing  in  huge  retroactive 
payments  include  culinary  workers, 
drivers,  laborers,  plasterers,  carpen- 
ters, cartoonists,  electricians,  jani- 
tors, machinists,  painters,  policemen 
and  firemen,  publicists,  readers,  set 
designers,  costumers,  film  editors, 
first  aid  employes,  grips,  laboratory 
technicians,  utility  workers,  lamp 
operators,  makeup  artists,  projec- 
tionists, property  craftsmen,  set 
erectors,  actors,  art  directors,  black- 
smiths, cinetechnicians,  dance  direc- 
tors, molders,  office  employes,  plumb- 
ers, extra  players,  and  sheet  metal 
workers. 

Five  unions,  whose  members  will 
receive  $1,600,000  in  retroactive  pay- 
checks as  soon  as  final  contracts  with 
union  are  signed,  are  soundmen, 
cameramen,  unit  managers,  script 
clerks,   and   assistant  directors. 


1946  News  Highlights 


(Continued  from  Page  8) 


upon  achieving  an  expansion  of  overseas  business  with  the  goal  from  35  to  50  per  cent 
Viewed  as  ripe  fields:  Egypt,  India,  the  Middle  East,  India,  China,  South  America.  Fr:m 
Johnston,  however,  came  warnings  against  the  dumping  of  existing  product  in  reopened 
markets,  a  call  for  the  holding  of  exports  to  "reasonable  numbers"  plus  selective  dis- 
tribution. In  line,  the  Association  launched  a  world  survey  of  theaters,  cbta  ned  the 
services  of  Gerald  M.  Mayer,  who  left  the  State  Department,  and  Capt.  Robert  E.  Bein 
ing  USNR.  Mayer  on  Jan.  1  became  managing  director  of  the  MPAA's  international 
division,  vice  Carl  E.  Milliken  who  continues  as  the  association's  secretary.  As  labrr 
policy  keystones,  Johnston  nominated,  "conference,  mediation  and  arbitration";  later, 
addressing  the  IATSE  convention,  called  for  voluntary  reforms  by  labr — outlawing  of 
jurisdictional  strikes,  the  ending  of  make-work  feather-bedding,  stoppages  and  slow- 
downs. When  the  studio  jurisdictional  strike  persisted,  the  Association  position  stiffened 
Vice.-President  Byron  Price  demanding  1947  C'ngressional  action  to  make  such  strikes 
illegal.  Other  MPAA  major  developments:  Washington  headquarters  were  purchased; 
Johnston's  contract  was  extended  to  seven  years,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  AMPP, 
with  Price  named  board  chairman;  the  Association  came  to  legal  grips  with  Howard 
Hughes  over  the  advertising  devised  for  "The  Outlaw";  Johnston  set  a  precedent  by 
addressing  Natirnal  Allied's  Boston  convention;  the  Children's  Film  Library  was  estab- 
lished; Price  sounded  a  call  to  arms  against  peace-time  censorship;  Johnston,  visiting 
London,  was  stricken  with  pneumonia,  forced  to  call  off  a  projected  Continental  tour. 

VI 

INTERNATIONAL.  Successful  negotiation  of  a  new  film  agreement  and  tax  treaty 
with  France,  ratification  rf  an  Anglo-American  treaty  ending  double  taxation  and  ac- 
tivation of  the  MPEA's  joint  marketing  plan  were  major  1946  international  industry 
developments.  From  the  viewpoint  of  individual  companies,  there  were  others  of  marked 
imoort.  Loew's  disclosed  production  would  start  in  its  costly  new  British  studios  in  May, 
1947,  and  entered  into  a  production  participation  deal  in  Switzerland.  Twentieth-Fox 
and  Paramount  outlined  plans  for  large  British  studios.  Warners  increased  its  Associ- 
ated British  Pictures  holdings  by  12'/2  per  cent  to  37!/2  per  cent  and  moved  to  rebuild 
the  bombed-out  Teddington  Studios.  Columbia  revealed  plans  for  British  production  at 
Waton-on-Thames,  and  Universal  entered  into  a  French  production  agreement  with 
Transcontinental  Pictures.  Gabriel  Pascal  reported  that  Jfseph  Bernhard  and  Jack  War- 
ner would  be  associated  with  him  in  the  filming  of  three  Shavian  plays.  Loew's.  Para- 
mount and  Universal  established  overseas  theaters  divisions.  Metro  acquired  Belgian 
?nd  Swiss  theaters,  RKO  projected  a  Latin-American  circuit.  Republic's  distribution  deal 
•vith  British  Lion  and  Monogram's  with  British  Pathe  were  extended.  Universal  signed  a 
10-year  exhibition  franchise  with  Australia's  Greater  Union  Theaters.  Metro  launched  a 
new  international  newsreel.  Twentieth -Fox  was  reported  negotiating  for  the  important 
Jenkins  circuit  in  Mexico  and  was  linked  as  well  with  reports  of  planned  revival  of 
Italy's  ENIC.  In  Britain,  agreement  by  the  three  major  circuits  to  give  more  screen 
time  to  domestic  independent  films  affected  the  time  available  for  American  pictures 
Eric  A.  Johnston's  proposal  that  the  British  Quota  Act  be  extended  for  one  year — it 
expires  in  March,  1948 — was  rejected  by  the  British  Film  Producers  Ass'ciat'on.  Undei 
i-int  Anglo-American  study  was  a  second  Johnston  nronosal,  this  for  an  International 
Film  Council.  Meanwhile,  the  United  Nations,  thru  UNESCO,  established  a  Film  Board. 
™d  moved  to  co-ordinate  its  international  film  activities.  C'ngressional  ratification 
nf  the  British  Loan  ended  a  major  threat  to  American  films  in  the  United  Kingdom: 
failure  to  ratify  would  have  frozen  remittances,  restricted  imports.  Twenty-one  American 
republics  signed  an  inter-American  convention  on  copyright  protection. 

VII 

RANK  EMPIRE.  Again  on  the  news  pages  of  1946  the  name  of  J.  Arthur  Rank 
was  written  boldly.  In  the  U.  S..  the  British  film  tvcoon  was  a  factor  in  the  telescoping 
of  Universal,  International  and  United  World  Pictures  into  the  corporate  Univer- 
sal Pictures  and  the  hyphened  subsidiary,  Universal-International  Productions  Co. 
That  he  was  similarly  consulted  in  the  later  establishment  by  Universal  of  United 
W"rld  Films  was  evident.  Important,  too,  was  the  disclosure  that  Rank  was  privileged 
to  equally  share  in  theaters  to  be  acquired  bv  Universal.  Other  Rank-Universal  ranvfi 
'ations  included  the  establishment  of  a  J.  Arthur  Rank  sa'es  division,  plus  still  another. 
Prestige  Pictures,  for  the  distribution  here  of  so-called  class  films.  Robprt  S.  Benjamin 
was  elected  president  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization,  Inc.  Bell  &  Howell  acquired 
-lisfribution  rights  to  Rank  non-theatrical  films,  the  rights  subsequently  passing  to 
Un-ted  Wrrld  Films.  In  Britain,  Alliance  Productions  took  form  as  a  ioint  R'nk-RKO 
oroducing  company.  Other  major  Rank  moves:  Formation  in  Canada  of  National  Theater 
Services,  Ltd.,  as  a  step  toward  the  establishments  of  a  "B"  theater  circuit:  ac- 
quisition of  Paul  Nathanson's  remaining  interests  in  Orleon  Theaters  of  Canada.  Eagle- 
Lion  Films  of  Canada  and  Monogram  *-f  OnacL';  election  of  Earl  Lawson  as  head  of 
Canadian  Od<>on;  entry  into  Canada  of  GB-Kalee,  Ltd.,  equipment  company;  formation 
of  Overseas  Cinematograph  Theaters,  Ltd..  f:nanced  by  Gaumont-British  and  Odeon  The- 
aters of  England,  to  operate  internationally;  purchase  <-f  50  oer  cent  interest  in  Robert 
Kerridge's  New  Zealand  circuit  and  purchase  of  30  New  Zealand  theaters  from  the 
J.  C.  Williamson  Picture  Corp. 

vm 

CORPORATE.  At  the  top  of  the  news  heap  in  this  division  undeniably  was  Uni- 
«°rsal.  with  the  merger  of  International  (Lpo  Soitr-WMIiam  Goetz).  the  advent  of  United 
World  Films  in  the  wrld-w'He  16  "im.  fie'd  with  UWF  armrring  the  Be'l  &  Howell  Soundo- 
film  Library  and  m  Dec.  31,  1946,  taking  over  Castle  Films;  and  its  re-entry  into  ex- 

(Contlnued  on  Page   161 


RKO  Signs  Schary  to 
5-Yr.  Studio  Termer 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Films.  Conferences  are  now  iw 
progress  between  Rathvon  and 
Daniel  T.  O'Shea,  Vanguard  presi- 
dent. Unless  O'Shea  and  RatWon 
reach  a  mutual  agreement  f/  '*§' 
release,  Schary  stated,  he  won.  /iOt 
be  able  to  begin  at  RKO  until  next* 
November.  The  Film  Daily  on  Dec  j 
18  reported  the  RKO-Schary  deal  was 
on  the  fire. 

Commenting  on  the  signing  of 
Schary,  Rathvon  said: 

"I  am  happy  to  announce  that 
Dore  Schary,  who  in  my  opinion  is 
eminently  qualified  for  the  post,  will 
join  RKO  as  executive  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  production  under 
a  five  year  contract  to  commence 
as  soon  as  his  existing  obligations 
will  permit. 

"Schary's  last  four  pictures  were 
produced  on  our  lot  and  he  has  won 
the  respect  and  friendship  of  our 
entire  organization.  We  all  look 
forward  with  enthusiasm  to  having 
him  with  us." 

In  a  statement  to  the  studio  per- 
sonnel, Schary  said: 

"We  have  plans  and  ambitions 
for  the  studio. 

"It  is  going  to  take  some  time  to 
realign  some  of  our  sights  and 
change  some  of  our  perspectives, 
but  we  are  going  to  do  it  and  ask 
others  to  help  us  to  do  it. 

"I  believe,  because  I  have  bad  the 
advantage  of  working  at  RKO  for 
18  months,  that  the  studio  is  manned 
capably  and  efficiently.  I  intend  to 
augment  our  creative  manpower, 
but  there  is  going  to  be  no  loose 
ill-considered  or  slashing  changes  in 
personnel. 

"We  are  going  to  ask  that  people 
do  their  jobs  in  good  conscience  and 
with  consideration  for  the  rights  of 
other  fellow  craftsmen  and  co-work- 
ers. 

"I  pledge  to  this  new  job  my  own 
endeavor  and  ask  the  workers  at 
RKO  to  join  me  in  the  new  years 
ahead  so  that  between  us  we  can 
accomplish  something  that  we  can; 
be  proud  of  as  picture  people  and  as 
human  beings." 


Testimonial  for  Nolte 

Baltimore  —  C.  Elmer  Nolte,  Jr., 
general  manas-er  of  the  Durkee  chain 
of  theaters  in  Baltimore  and  through- 
out Maryland,  is  to  be  honored  by  a 
testimonial  dinner  given  in  his  honor 
at  the  Emerson  Hotel  on  Jan.  14. 
The  occasion  will  be  in  observance  of 
his  election  to  the  office  of  Illustrious 
Potentate  of  Boumi  Temple. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Denver  —  Paul  Lyday,  assistant 
manager  Egyptian,  is  the  father  of 
twin  boys,  David  and  Dennis. 


Denver  —  Everett  Thorner,  pub- 
licity man  for  Warners  here  and  Salt 
Lake  City,  is  the  father  of  a  baby 
daughter,   Patricia   Sydney. 
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IVORCEMENT  EXCLUDED  FROM  DECREE 

ext  of  Statutory  Court's  Equity  Suit  Decree 


(Rss  Clearance  Systems, 
ny  Clearance  Between 

on-Competitive  Spots 



*ULL  text  of  the  decree  contained  in 
the  New  York  equity  suit,  handed 


h     | 


*ivn    Tuesday    by    the    statutory    trial 
nirt  —  Circuit     Judge      Augustus      N. 
1 '   and    and    District    Judges    Henry    W. 

•  oddard  and  John  Bright — follows: 
*■  ■]  The  Court  having-  rendered  its 
ue  :binion  herein  on  June  11,  1946, 
D  saving  duly  considered  the  proposals 
311  -'  the  parties  and  of  amici  curiae 
!=  to  its  findings  and  judgment,  and 
w  3aving  filed  its  findings  of  fact  and 
"■  inclusions  of  law,  wherein  certain 
Wt  the  defendants  herein  were  found 
#b  have  violated  the  Act  of  Congress 
"Approved  July  2,  1890,  26  Stat.  209, 


That  the  Government  would  "defi- 
nitely" file  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
ree  in  the  New  York  equity  suit, 
ased  on  its  conviction  that  "proper 
elief"  was  denied  in  the  Statutory 
Court's  opinion  of  June  11  was  re- 
ported exclusively  in  THE  FILM 
)AILY  on  June  13  last. 


tommonly   known    as    the    Sherman 
let, 

IT  IS  HEREBY  ORDERED,  AD- 
JUDGED AND  DECREED,  as  fol- 
ows: 

I- 
1.  The  complaint  is  dismissed  as 
;o  the  defendants  Screen  Gems, 
•[nc,  and  the  corporation  named  as 
Universal  Pictures  Company,  Inc., 
merged  during  the  pendency  of  this 
:ase  into  the  defendant  Universal 
3orporation.  The  complaint  is  also 
[dismissed  as  to  all  claims  made 
ragainst  the  remaining  defendants 
;herein  based  upon  their  acts  as  pro- 
ducers, whether  as  individuals  or  in 
iconjunction  with  others. 

I 

Each  of  the  defendant  distribu- 
tors, Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.;  Para- 
mount Film  Distributing  Corpora- 
tion; Loews,  Incorporated;  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation;  RKO 
; Radio  Pictures,  Inc.;  Warner  Bros. 
■Pictures,  Inc.;  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures Distributing  Corporation 
(formerly  known  as  Vitagraph,  Inc.) ; 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corpo- 
ration;  Columbia  Pictures  Corpora- 


"Film  Daily  Service" 

In  a  majority  of  instances,  com- 
pany presidents,  sales  chiefs  and/or 
legal  department  heads  had  their 
first  news  flash  on  the  filing  of  the 
New  York  equity  suit  decree  from 
THE  FILM  DAILY  on  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon. 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  COURT'S  DECREE 


SECTION  ONE 

DISMISSES  the  complaint  against  Screen  Gems,  Inc.  and  the  former  Universal  Pic- 
tures Co.,  Inc.,  which  were  merged  during  the  action  into  Universal  Corp.  (Note: 
Name  of  Universal  Corp.  was  changed  to  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  at  the  time  of 
the   merger.) 

DISMISSES  complaint  against  all  defendants  based  upon  their  acts  as  producers. 

SECTION  TWO 
I 
Forbids   fixing  minimum   admission   prices  by  distributor  defendants. 

II 
Forbids  a  clearance  system  by  distributor  defendants. 

Ill 
Forbids  clearance  by  distributor  defendants  between  theaters  not  in  substantial  com- 
petition. 

IV 
Forbids  distributor  defendants  from   granting  unreasonable  clearance,  and  places   the 
burden  of  legal  proof  of  reasonable  clearance  on  the  distributors. 

V 
Forbids  continuance  by  distributor  defendants   of  existing   franchise   agreements  and 
from  making  any  franchises  in  the  future.    Defines  a  franchise  as  a  licensing  agreement 
or  series  of  agreements  in  effect  for  more  than  one  motion  picture  season. 

VI 
Forbids   existing  formula   deals   or   master   agreements   by   distributor  defendants. 

VII 
Forbids  the  licensing   by  distributor  defendants  of  a   picture   when   it  is  conditioned 
upon   the   licensing  of   another   picture.    Twenty    per   cent  cancellation    is   allowable   for 
pictures  licensed   before  tradeshowing.    Cancellation   must   be   exercised   within    10   days 
after  there  has  been  an  opportunity  to  see  the  picture. 

VIII 
Establishes  selling  practices  for  distributor  defendants. 

IX 
Forbids  distributor  defendants  from   arbitrarily   refusing  an   exhibitor's  demand   for   a 
license  or  run. 

SECTION  THREE 
I 
Forbids    exhibitor   defendants    from    continuing    franchise    agreements,    formula    deals 
and  master  agreements. 

II 
Forbids  exhibitor  defendants  from  continuing  pools. 

Ill 
Forbids  exhibitor  defendants  from  making  or  continuing  to  perform  agreements  that 
the   parties   may    not  acquire   other   houses   in   a   competitive    area   where   a    pool   exists 
without  first  offering  them  for  pool   inclusion. 

IV 
Forbids  exhibitor  defendants  from  making  or  continuing  leases  of  houses  under  which 
it  leases  any  of  its  theaters  to  another  defendant  or   to  an   indie  operating  a  theater 
in  the  same  competitive  area  in  return  for  a  split  of  the  profits. 

V 
Forbids  exhibitor  defendants  from  jointly  owning  a  theater  with  an  indie  unless  the 
interest  is  95  per  cent  or  not  greater  than  five  per  cent.  Existing  relationships  which 
violate  this  provision  must  be  terminated  within  two  years.  Court  supervision  is  pro- 
vided for  the  sale  of  interest  between  defendants  or  defendants  and  indies.  A  compliance 
statement  is  required  within  six  months,  and  similar  reports  must  follow  at  quarterly 
intervals  until  the   provision   has   been   fully  met. 

VI 
Prohibits  the  expansion  of  present  theater  holdings  of  exhibitor  defendants  except 
as  permitted   in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

VII 
Forbids  exhibitor  defendants  from  operating,  booking  or  buying  features  for  any  of 
its  theaters  through  any  agent  who  is  known  by  it  to  be  also  acting  in  such  manner  for 
any  indie  or  affiliated  exhibitor. 

SECTION  FOUR 
Rules  that  a  distributor  may  sell  upon  its  own  terms  to  its  own  theaters. 

SECTION  FIVE 
Nullifies  the  existing  consent  decree,  except  for  arbitration  proceedings  now  pend- 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Exhibs.  May  Cancel  20% 
of  Pictures  Bought  Prior 
To  Trade  Show  Dates 


tion;  Columbia  Pictures  of  Louisi- 
ana, Inc.;  Universal  Corporation; 
Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc.; 
Big  U  Film  Exchange,  Inc.;  and 
United  Artists  Corporation;  and  the 
successors  of  each  of  them,  and  any 
and  all  individuals  who  act  in  be- 
half of  any  thereof  with  respect  to 
the  matters  enjoined,  and  each  cor- 
poration in  which  said  defendants  or 
any  of  them  own  a  direct  or  indirect 
stock  interest  of  more  than  fifty 
per  cent,  is  hereby  enjoined: 

1.  From  granting  any  license  in 
which  minimum  prices  for  admission 
to  a  theatre  are  fixed  by  the 
parties,  either  in  writing  or  through 
a  committee,  or  through  arbitration, 
or  upon  the  happening  of  any  event 
or  in  any  manner  or  by  any  means. 

2.  From  agreeing  with  each  other 
or  with  any  exhibitors  or  distrib- 
utors to  maintain  a  system  of  clear- 
ances; the  term  "clearances"  as  used 


THE  FILM  DAILY  on  Jan.  16, 
1946,  first  reported  that  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court  would  not,  in 
all  probability,  decree  divorcement. 
During  final  oral  argument  in  the 
equity  suit,  Judge  Augustus  Hand 
told  the  Government  that  divorce- 
ment was  a  remedy  so  drastic  that 
the  Court  was  unlikely  to  grant  it. 
In  the  findings  of  fact,  the  Court 
on  Tuesday  wrote,  "Total  divestiture 
would  be  injurious  to  the  corpora- 
tions concerned  and  would  be  dam- 
aging to  the  public." 


herein  meaning  the  period  of  time 
stipulated  in  license  contracts  which 
must  elapse  between  runs'  of  the 
same  feature  within  a  particular 
area  or  in-specified  theatres. 

3.  From  granting  any  clearances 
between  theatres  not  in  substantial 
competition. 

4.  From  granting  or  enforcing 
any  clearance  against  theatres  in 
substantial  competition  with  the 
theatre  receiving  the  license  for  ex- 

(Continued  on   Page   12) 


Court  Met  Gov't  Plea 

The  Department  of  Justice  in  a 
letter  to  the  New  York  Statutory 
Court  released  for  publication  in 
THE  FILM  DAILY  on  June  24  last, 
asked  for  effectuation  by  Jan.  1  of 
ail  parts  of  the  equity  suit  decree, 
except  for  sections  calling  for  ter- 
mination of  polls  and  divestiture  of 
interests  with  indies  of  less  than 
95  per  cent. 
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Thursday,  January  2,  1 947! 


Defendants  Denied  The  Performing  of  Franchises 


Exhibitor  Need  Not  Book 
Other  Feature  In  Order 
To  Obtain  Single  Feature 

(Continued  from  Page  11) 
hibition  in  excess  of  what  is  reason- 
ably necessary  to  prote.t  the  licensee 
in  the  run  granted.  Whenever  any 
clearance  provision  is  attacked  as 
not  legal  under  the  provision  of  this 
decree,  the  burden  shall  be  upon  the 
distributor  to  sustain  the  legality 
thereof. 

5.  From  further  performing  any 
existing  franchise  to  which  it  is  a 
party  and  from  making  any  fran- 
chises in  the  future.  The  term 
"franchise"  as  used  herein  means 
a  licensing  agreement  or  series  of 
licensing  agreements,  entered  into 
as  a  part  of  the  same  transaction,  in 
effect  for  more  than  one  motion  pic- 
ture season  and  covering  the  exhibi- 
tion of  pictures  released  by  one  dis- 
tributor during  the  entire  period  of 
agreement. 

6.  From  making  or  further  per- 
forming any  formula  deal  or  master 
agreement  to  which  it  is  a  party. 
The  term  "formula  deal"  as  used 
herein  means  a  licensing  agreement 
with  a  circuit  of  theatres  in  which 
the  license  fee  of  a  given  feature  is 
measured  for  the  theatres  covered 
by  the  agreement  by  a  specified  per- 
centage of  the  feature's  national 
gross.  The  term  "master  agreement" 
means  a  licensing  agreement,  also 
known  as  a  "blanket  deal"  covering 
the  exhibition  of  features  in  a  num- 
ber of  theatres  usually  comprising 
a  circuit. 

7.  From  performing  or  entering 
into  any  license  in  which  the  right 
to  exhibit  one  feature  is  conditioned 
upon  the  licensee's  takin  one  or 
more  other  features.  To  the  extent 
that  any  of  the  features  have  not 
been  trade  shown  prior  to  the  grant- 
ing of  the  license  for  more  than  a 
single  feature,  the  licensee  shall  be 
given  by  the  licenser  the  right  to 
reject  twenty  per  cent  of  such  fea- 
tures not  trade  shown  prior  to  the 
granting  of  the  license,  such  right  of 
rejection  to  be  exercised  in  the  order 
of  release  within  ten  days  after 
there  has  been  an  opportunity 
afforded  to  the  licensee  to  inspect 
the  feature. 

8.  From  licensing  in  the  future 
any  feature  for  exhibition  in  any 
theatre,  not  its  own,  in  any  manner 
except  the  following: 

(a)      A  license  to   exhibit  each 


EQUITY  SUIT  TABLOID  HISTORY 


Licenses  To  Be  Granted 
Only  On  Merit,  With  No 
Favoritism  To  Others 


1,287  Jointly  Owned 

Theaters  jointly  owned  by  major 
distributors  and  indies  aggregate 
1,287.  Breakdown  is  as  follows: 
Paramount,  993;  Warner,  20;  Fox, 
56;  RKO,  187;  and  Loew's,  21. 

Theaters  jointly  owned  by  two  de- 
fendants total  214 — Paramount-Fox, 
6;  Paramount-Loew's,  14;  Paramount- 
Warner,  25;  Paramount-RKO,  150; 
Loew's-RKO,  3;  Loew's-Warner,  5; 
Fox-RKO,    1,   and    Warner-RKO,    10. 


THE  CASE:    United   States   vs.    Paramount,   et   al.   a    suit   in    equity    (No.   98-273).    filed 
originally  in   New  York   Federal   Court,  July  20,   1938. 


'HE   ISSUES:   Principal  Objective — Theater  divorcement.   Secondary   Objective — Abolition 
of  alleged  monopolistic  practices. 


CONSENT  DECREE:  Prosecution  halted  Nov.  21.  1940  with  the  approval  by  Federal 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  of  a  three-year  consent  decree  which  terminated  blind- 
selling;  modified  block-bookings;  established  an  industry  arbitration  system;  made 
trade  screenings  obligatcry;  prohibited  licensing  of  more  than  five  pictures  in  a 
group;  outlawed  shorts  forcing;  bound  the  "big  five"  not  to  engage  in  any  general 
program  of  theater  expansion. 

• 

TRIAL:  Oct.  8  to  Nov.  9,   1946. 

ORAL  ARGUMENT:  Jan.  15-17,  1946. 

• 

THE  OPINION:  Handed  down  June  11,  1946.  Denied  divorcement  of  theaters;  in  ef- 
fect set  up  a  new  code  of  trade  practices  which  forbid  fixing  of  minimum  prices 
by  distributors  and  exhibitors;  forbid  maintenance  of  a  system  of  clearances  by  dis- 
tributors; listed  factors  to  determine  reasonable  clearance;  outlawed  formula  deals, 
master  agreements  or  franchises;  permitted  defendants  to  fix  terms,  admission 
prices  and  clearances  for  their  own  theaters;  ordered  distribs.  to  offer  licenses 
at  minimum  prices  for  any  run  desired  by  operators  of  each  house  in  a  competitive 
area,  with  licenses  to  be  granted  highest  bidder  with  an   adequate   theater. 

Also,  forbid  discrimination  in  favor  of  affiliates  or  old  customers;  forbid  li- 
censing of  one  feature  conditioned  upon  an  agreement  to  license  another;  permitted 
licensing  of  more  than  one  feature  in  a  contract,  provided  bidding  for  each  was 
separated;  gave  exhibs.  the  right  to  cancel  a  percentage  of  films  licensed  prior  to 
trade  showings;  outlawed  pooling  agreements;  ordered  defendants  to  divest  them- 
selves of  theaters  owned  jointly  with  another  defendant,  or  those  owned  with  an 
independent  where  the  defendant  has  less  than  95  per  cent  ownership;  forbid  ex- 
pansion of  defendant's  circuits  without  permission;  provided  for  arbitration;  per- 
mitted the  D.  of  J.  reasonable  access  to  defendants'  books  on  the  written  request  of 
the  attorney  general,  and  allowed  for  proposals  for  a  final  decree  to  be  filed  by  both 
the  D.  of  J.  and  the  defendants. 

• 

PROPOSALS:  D.  of  J.  claimed  that  divorcement  is  the  only  measure  of  relief  able  to 
restore  free  enterprise  and  open  competition;  suggested  auction  selling  be  limited 
to  exclusive-run  deals  with  compulsory  licensing  of  some  run  that  licensing  be 
restricted  to  no  more  than  six  months  releases  at  a  time;  held  that  defendants 
should  be  unconditionally  prohibited  from  expanding  their  theater  interests;  claimed 
consent  decree  standards  for  determining  unreasonable  clearance  were  discarded 
in  the  Court's  opinion;  agreed  that  pooling  deals  should  be  eliminated;  claimed 
that  the  Court  should  prohibit  continuance  of  existing  clearance  in  favor  of  af- 
filiated theaters. 

Defendants  continued  their  plea  against  divorcement;  held  that  companies 
should  make  their  own  decisions  on  minimum  film  rentals  with  the  bidding  system 
altered  to  take  in  other  factors  than  the  price  offered  for  licenses;  asked  authoriza- 
tion to  expand  circuits  under  certain  •'••nditions  with  the  Court's  permission;  sup- 
ported arbitration  under  American  Arbitration  Association  rules;  asked  permission 
to  retain  some  pools  under  special  conditions,  with  the  Court's  permission; 
suggested  rules  for  determining  reasonable  clearance  and  held  there  should  be  no 
clearance  between   competitive  theaters. 

• 
FINAL  ORAL  ARGUMENT:  Oct.  21-24. 

• 
THE   INTERVENORS:   Right  of  appeal  of  ATA  and  others  who  sought  to  intervene   in 
the  opinion  was  upheld  by  the  Court  although  intervention  was  denied  on  Oct.  21 
when    the    judges    indicate    that    it    would    admit    all     prospective    intervenors    as 
amicus  curiae  rather  than  as  parties  to  the  suit. 

-  • 

THE  COURT:  Judge  Augustus  Noble  Hand,  Chief;  Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard  and  Judge 
John  Bright. 

• 

OPPOSING  COUNSEL:  For  the  Government— Robert  L.  Wright,  chief  trial  attorney; 
Phillip  Marcus,  Horace  Morrison,  Harold  Lasser,  John  F.  Neisley,  and  Com.  Curtis 
Shears. 

For  the  Defendants — John  W.  Davis,  former  Justice  Joseph  M.  Proskauer, 
Whitney  North  Seymour,  John  Caskey,  J.  J.  Irving,  George  C.  Leisure,  Louis  Froeh- 
lich  and  Edward  C.  Raftery. 


feature  released  for  public  /  "'a-«l 
tion  in  any  competitive  area  ..all 
be  offered  to  the  operator  of  each 
theatre  in  such  area  who  desires  to 
exhibit  it  on  some  run  (other  than 
that  upon  which  such  feature  is  to 
be  exhibited  in  the  theatre  of  the 
licensor)  selected  by  such  operator, 
and  upon  uniform  terms; 

(b)  Each  license  shall  be 
granted  solely  upon  the  merits  and 
without  discrimination  in  favor  of 
affiliates,  old  customers  or  others; 

(c)  Where  a  run  is  desired,  or 
is  to  be  offered,  upon  terms  which 
exclude  simultaneous  exhibition  in 
competing  theatres,  the  distributor 
shall  notify,  not  less  than  thirty 
days  in  advance  of  the  date  when 
bids  will  be  received,  all  exhibitors 
in  the  competitive  area,  offering  to 
license  the  features  upon  one  or 
more  runs,  and  in  such  offer  shall 
state  the  amount  of  a  flat  rental  as 
the  minimum  for  such  license  for  a 
specified  number  of  days  of  exhibi- 
tion, the  time  when  the  exhibition  is 
to  commence  and  the  availability 
and  clearance,  if  any,  which  will  be 
granted  for  each  such  run.  Within 
fifteen  days  after  receiving  such 
notice,  any  exhibitor  in  such  com- 
petitive area  may  bid  for  such 
license,  and  in  his  bid  shall  state 
what  run  such  exhibitor  desires  and 
what  he  is  willing  to  pay  for  such 
feature,  which  statement  may  specify 
a  flat  rental,  or  a  percentage  of 
gross  receipts,  or  both,  or  any  other 
form  of  rental,  and  shall  also  specify 
what  clearance  such  exhibitor  is 
willing  to  accept,  the  time  and  days 
when  such  exhibitor  desires  to  ex- 
hibit it,  and  any  other  offers  which 
such    exhibitor   may   care   to    make. 

i  The  distributor  may  reject  all  offers 

made  for    any  such  feature,  but  in 

!  the  event  of  the  acceptance  of  any,' 

!  the     distributor     shall     grant     such 

'  license  upon  the  run  bid  for  to  the 

highest  responsible  bidder,  having  a 

theatre  of  a  size,  location  and  equip- 

'■  ment  adequate  to  yield  a  reasonable 

return  to  the  licensor.     The  method 

i  Continued    on    Page    13 1 


What  Shouv as  Said 

The  Statutory  Court's  decree  in 
the  New  York  equity  suit  Tuesday 
served  to  bring  anew  into  sharp  focus 
Spyros  P.  Skouras'  warning  at  the 
recent  Jack  Kirsch  dinner  in  Chicago 
that  industry  problems  "certainly  can- 
not be  solved  by  suing  the  distribu- 
tors" and  his  added  admonition  that 
"we  cannot,  in  the  years  to  come, 
move  our  business  from  Film  Row  to 
the  court  house,  and  we  need  not,  if 
everyone  in  the  industry  will  ap- 
proach these  problems  realistically, 
and  with  patience,  understanding  and 
a  willingness  to  co-operate  in  their 
solution." 


Thursday,  January  2,  1947 


= 


"Si!**- 

Wr5^.  DAILY 
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Decree  Upholds  Exhibitors'  Licensing  Demand 


Stated  Licensing  Method 
Not  Required  Where  There 
Are  No  Theaters  Competing 

■r      (Continued  from  Page  12) 
Df   licensing    specified    in    this    sub- 
division   shall     not    be    required    in 
areas  where  there  is  no  competition 
among  theatres  or  in  run,  or  in  which 
there  is  no  offer  made  by  any  exhib- 
itor   within    the    time     above    men- 
tioned.    The  words  "exclude   simul- 
taneous exhibition"  shall  be  held  to 
mean  the   exhibition   of   a    specified 
run   in   one   theatre   with   clearance 
over  other   theatres  in  the  competi- 
tive area.     The  words  "competitive 
i  area"    shall    refer    to    the    territory 
^occupied  by  more  than  one  theatre  in 
which  it  may  fairly  and  reasonably 
be  said  that   such  theatres  compete 
;  with  each  other  for  the  exhibition  of 
features  on  any  run. 

(d)  Each  license  shall  be 
[.offered  and  taken  theatre  by  thea- 
itre  and  picture  by  picture. 

(e)  A  theatre  is  not  a  defend- 
ant's   own    theatre    unless    it    owns 

therein  a  legal  or  equitable  interest 
of  ninety-five  per  cent  more, 
(either  directly  or  through  affiliates 
>©r  subsidiaries. 

9.  From  arbitrarily  refusing  the 
"demand  of  an  exhibitor,  who  operates 
,a  theatre  in  competition  with  an- 
'other  theatre  not  owned  or  operated 
•by  a  defendant  distributor,  or  its 
;affiliate  or  subsidiary,  made  by  reg- 
istered mail,  addressed  to  the  home 
office  of  the  distributor,  to  license  a 
feature  to  him  for  exhibition  on  a 
run  selected  by  the  exhibitor,  instead 
!of  licensing  it  to  another  ex- 
hibitor for  exhibition  in  his  com- 
peting theatre  on  such  run.  Such 
demand  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been 
'refused  either  upon  the  receipt  by 
:the  exhibitor  of  a  refusal  in  writing 
or  upon  the  expiration  of  ten  days 
\  after  the  receipt  of  the  exhibitor's 
i'demand. 

Each  of  the  defendant  exhibitors, 
^Paramount    Pictures,    Inc.,    Loew's, 
f  Incorporated,    Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
^Corporation,      Keith- Albee-Orpheum 
^Corporation,  RKO  Proctor  Corpora- 
tion,    RKO     Midwest     Corporation, 
Warner     Bros.     Pictures,     Warner 
'Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corpora- 
tion,   Twentieth   Century   Fox  Film 
Corporation,  and  National  Theatres, 
..Inc.    is    hereby     enjoined    and    re- 
I  'strained : 

(1)  From  performing  or  en- 
forcing agreements  referred  to  in 
(paragraphs  5  and  6  of  the  foregoing 

section  II  hereof  to  which  it  may  be 
\  a  party. 

(2)  From  making  or  continuing 
to      perform      pooling      agreements 

'<  whereby  given  theatres  of  two  or 
!  more  exhibitors  normally  in  com- 
j  petition  are  operated  as  a  unit  or 
I  whereby  the  business  policies  of  such 
j  exhibitors  are  collectively  determined 
i  by  a  joint  committee  or  by  one  of 
. :  the  exhibitors  or  whereby  profits  of 
i :  the    "pooled"    theatres    are    divided 


COURT'S  CONCLUSIONS  OF  LAW 


1.  The  court  has  jurisdiction  of  this  cause 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  July  2,  1890 
entitled  "An  act  to  Protect  Trade  and  Com- 
merce Against  Unlawful  Restraint  and  Monopo- 
lies," hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  Sherman 
Act. 

2.  Universal  Pictures  Co.,  Inc.  and  Screen 
Gems,  Inc.  have  not  violated  the  Sherman  Act 
and  should  be  dismissed   as  defendants   herein. 

3.  None  of  the  defendants  herein  has  vio- 
lated the  Sherman  Act  by  monopolizing  or  at- 
tempting to  monopolize  or  conspiring  to  mo- 
nopolize the  production  of  motion   picture  films. 

4.  The  consent  decree  entered  herein  on 
Nov.  20,  1940,  does  not  foreclose  enforce- 
ment in  this  suit  at  this  time  of  any  rights 
or  remedies,  which  the  plaintiff  may  have 
against  any  of  the  defendants  by  virtue  of 
violations  of  the  Sherman  Act  by  them,  except 
such  acts  as  were  in  accord  with  such  decree 
during   the    period   it  was   in   force. 

5.  None  of  the  defendants  herein  has  vi- 
olated the  Sherman  Act  by  combining,  con- 
spiring or  contracting  to  restrain  trade  in  any 
part  of  the  business  of  producing  motion  pic- 
tures or  by  monopolizing,  attempting  to  mo- 
nopolize, or  conspiring  to  monopolize  such 
business. 

6.  The  defendants,  and  each  of  them  are  en- 
titled to  judgment  dismissing  all  claims  of  the 
plaintiff  based  upon  their  acts  as  producers, 
whether  as  individuals  or  in  conjunction  with 
others. 

7.  The  defendants,  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.; 
Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corporation; 
Loew's,  Incorporated;  Radio-Keith-OrpheumCorp.; 
RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.;  Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
Corp.;  RKO  Proctor  Corp.;  RKO  Midwest  Corp.; 
Warner  Brothers  Pictures,  Inc.;  Vitagraph,  Inc.; 
Warner  Brothers  Circuit  Management  Corp.; 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corp.;  National 
Theaters  Corp.;  Columbia  Pictures  Corp.;  Co- 
lumbia Pictures  of  Louisiana,  Inc.;  Universal 
Corporation;  Universal  Film  Exchanges,  Inc.; 
Big  U  Film  Exchange,  Inc.;  and  United  Artists 
Corporation  have  unreasonably  restrained  trade 
and  commerce  in  the  distribution  and  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures  and  attempted  to  monopolize 
such  trade  and  commerce,  both  before  and 
after  the  entry  of  said  consent  decree,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Sherman  Act  by: 

(a)  Acquiescing  in  the  establishment  of 
a  price-fixing  system  by  conspiring 
with  one  another  to  maintain  theater 
admission   prices, 

(b)  Conspiring  with  each  other  to  main- 
tain a  nationwide  system  of  runs  and 
clearances  which  is  substantially  uni- 
form   in    each    local    competitive   area. 

8.  The  distributor  defendants  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  Paramount  Film  Distributing  Corpo- 
ra t  i  o  n  ;  Loew's,  Inc.,  Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
Corporation;  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.;  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.;  Vitagraph,  Inc.;  Twenti- 
eth Century-Fox  Film  Corporation;  Columbia 
Pictures  Corporation;  Columbia  Pictures  of 
Louisiana,  Inc.;  Universal  Corporation;  Univer- 
sal Film  Exchanges,  Inc.;  Big  U  Film  Exchange, 
Inc.;  and  United  Artists  Corporation,  have  un- 
reasonably restrained  trade  and  commerce  in 
the  distribution  and  exhibition  of  motion  pic- 
tures and  attempted  to  monopolize  such  trade 
and   commerce,    both   before   and    after   the   en- 


try   of   said    consent  decree,    in   violation    of    the 
Sherman  Act  by: 

(a)  Conspiring  with  each  other  to  main- 
tain a  nationwide  system  of  fixed 
minimum  motion  picture  theater  ad- 
mission prices; 

(b)  Agreeing  individually  with  their  re- 
spective licensees  to  fix  minimum  mo- 
tion   picture    theater    admission    prices; 

(c)  Conspiring  with  each  other  to  main- 
tain a  nationwide  system  of  runs  and 
clearances  which  is  substantially  uni- 
form as  to  each  local  competitive  area; 

(d)  Agreeing  individually  with  their  re- 
spective licensees  to  grant  discrimina- 
tory license  privileges  to  theaters  af- 
filiated with  other  defendants  and  with 
large   circuits    as    found    in    finding    No. 

110    above: 

(e)  Agreeing  individually  with  such  li- 
censees to  grant  unreasonable  clear- 
ance against  theaters  operated  by  their 
competitors; 

(f)  Making  master  agreements  and  fran- 
chises  with   such    licensees; 

(g)  Individually  conditioning  the  offer  of 
a  license  for  one  or  more  copyrighted 
films  upon  the  acceptance  by  the 
licensee  of  one  or  more  other  copy- 
righted films,  except  in  the  case  of  the 
United    Artists    Corporation; 

(h)  The  defendants  Paramount  and  RKO 
making    formula    deals. 

9.  The  exhibitor-defendants,  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  Loew's,  Incorporated;  Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum  Corporation;  Keith  -  Albee  -  Orpheum 
Corporation;  RKO  Proctor  Corporation;  RKO 
Midwest  Corporation;  Warner  Bros.  Pictures, 
Inc.;  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Management  Corpo- 
ration; Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Corporation; 
and  National  Theaters  Corporation  have  un- 
reasonably restrained  trade  and  commerce  in 
the  distribution  and  exhibition  of  motion  pic- 
tures both  before  and  after  the  entry  of  said 
consent  decree,  in  violation  of  the  Sherman 
Act  by: 

(a)  Jointly  operating  motion  picture  the- 
aters with  each  other  and  with  inde- 
pendents through  operating  agreements 
or    profit-sharing    leases; 

(b)  Jointly  owning  motion  picture  theaters 
with  each  other  and  with  independents 
through  stock  interests  in  theater 
buildings; 

(c)  Conspiring  with  each  other  and  with 
the  distributor-defendants  to  fix  sub- 
stantially uniform  minimum  motion  pic- 
tures theater  admission  prices,  runs, 
and   clearances; 

(d)  Conspiring  with  the  distributor-de- 
fendants to  discriminate  against  in- 
dependent competitors  in  fixing  mini- 
mum admission  price,  run,  clearance 
and  other  license   terms. 

10.  The  Formula  deals,  master  agreements 
and  franchises  referred  to  in  Findings  86,  88 
and  89  have  tended  to  restrain  trade  and  vi- 
olate Section  1   of  the  Sherman  Act. 

11.  Block-booking  as  hereinabove  defined,  vi- 
olates the  Sherman   Act. 

12.  Further  conclusions  of  law  are  made  and 
embodied    in   the   decree   filed    herewith. 


among  the  owners  according  to  pre- 
arranged percentages. 

(3)  For  making  or  continuing 
to  perform  agreements  that  the  par- 
ties may  not  acquire  other  theatre 
in  a  competitive  area  where  a  pool 
operates  without  first  offering  them 
for  inclusion  in  the  pool. 

(4)  From  making  or  continuing 
leases  of  theatres  under  which  it 
leases  any  of  its  theatres  to  another 
defendant  or  to  an  independent  op- 
erating a  theater  in  the  same  com- 
petitive area  in  return  for  a  share 
in  the  profits. 

(5)  From  continuing  to  own  or 
acquire  any  beneficial  interest  in  any 
theatre,  whether  in  fee  or  shares  of 
stock   or   otherwise,    in    conjunction 


with  another  defendant,  and  from 
continuing  to  own  or  acquire  such  an 
interest  in  conjunction  with  an  in- 
dependent (meaning  any  former, 
present  or  putative  motion  picture 
theatre  or  operator  which  is  not 
owned  or  controlled  by  the  defend- 
ant holding  the  interest  in  question), 
where  such  interest  shall  be  greater 
than  five  per  cent  unless  such  in- 
terest shall  be  ninety-five  per  cent 
or  more.  The  existing  relationships 
which  violate  this  provision  shall  be 
terminated  within  two  years.  The 
relationship  between  the  defendants 
and  independents  which  violate  this 
provision  shall  be  terminated  by  a 
sale  to,  or  purchase  from  the  co- 
owner  or  co-owners  ,or  bv  a  sale  to 


Combination  Ownership 
Must  Provide  Semi-Annual 
Proof  Of  Free  Competition 

owner  or  co-owners,  or  by  a  sale  to 
a  party  not  one  of  the  other  de- 
fendants. In  dissolving  relation- 
ships among  defendants  and  between 
defendants  and  independents  which 
violate  this  provision,  one  defend- 
ant may  acquire  the  interest  of  an- 
other defendant  or  independent  if 
such  defendant  desiring  to  acquire 
such  interest  shall  show  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  court,  and  the  court 
shall  first  find,  that  such  acquisition 
will  not  unduly  restrain  competition 
in  the  exhibition  of  feature  motion 
pictures.  Each  of  the  defendants 
shall  submit  to  this  Court  within  six 
months  a  statement  outlining  the 
extent  to  which  it  has  complied  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  proposes  to 
comply  with  this  provision,  setting 
forth  in  detail,  the  names,  locations 
and  general  descriptions  of  the  thea- 
tres, corporate  securities,  and  bene- 
ficial interests  of  any  kind  involved, 
the  sales  thereof  that  it  has  made, 
and  such  interests  as  it  proposes  to 
acquire,  with  a  statement  of  facts 
regarding  each  competitive  situation 
involved  in  such  proposed  acquisi- 
tion sufficient  to  show  the  probable 
effect  of  such  acquisition  on  that 
situation.  Similar  reports  shall  be 
made  quarterly  thereafter  until  this 
provision  shall  have  been  fully  com- 
plied with.  Reasonable  notice  of 
such  acquisition  plans  shall  be  served 
upon  the  Attorney  General  and  the 
plaintiff  shall  be  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard  with  respect 
thereto  before  any  such  acquisition 
shall  be  approved  by  the  Court. 

(6)  From  expanding  its  pres- 
ent theatre  holdings  in  any  manner 
whatesoever  except  as  permitted  in 
the  preceding  paragraph. 

(7)  From  operating,  booking 
or  buying  features  for  any  of  its 
theatres  through  any  agent  who  is 
known  by  it  to  be  also  acting  in 
such  a  manner  for  any  other  exhibi- 
tors,   independent   or    affiliate. 

rv. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  Decree 
shall  be  construed  to  limit,  in  any 
way  whatesoever,  the  right  of  each 
distributor-defendant  to  license,  or 
in  any  way  to  arrange  or  provide 
for,  the  exhibition  of  any  or  all  the 
motion  pictures  which  it  may  at  any 
time  distribute,  in  such  manner,  and 
upon  such  terms,  and  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  may  be  satisfactory 
to  it  in  any  theatre  in  which  such 
distributor  defendant  has  or  may 
acquire  pursuant  to  the  terms  of 
this  Decree,  a  proprietary  interest 
of  ninety-five  per  cent  or  more 
either  directly  or  through  subsid- 
iaries. 

V. 

The  provisions  of  the  existing 
consent  decree  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  of  no  further  force  or  effect, 
except  insofar  as  may  be  necessary 
to  conclude  arbitration  proceedings 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 
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FBI  Agents  To  Enforce  Compliance  With  Decree 


D  of  J  Representatives 
Will  Have  Access  To 
Records  Of  Defendants 


STATUTORY  COURT'S  MEMORANDUM 


(Continued  from  Page  13) 
now  pending  and  to  liquidate  in  an 
orderly  manner  the  financial  obliga- 
tions of  the  defendants  and  the 
American  Arbitration  Association, 
incurred  in  the  establishment  of  the 
consent  decree  arbitration  systems. 
Existing  awards  and  those  made 
pursuant  to  pending  proceedings 
shall  continue  to  be  enforceable. 
But  this  shall  in  no  way  preclude  the 
parties  or  any  other  persons  from 
setting  up  a  reasonable  system  of 
arbitration  either  through  the  use 
of  the  present  boards  or  any  others 
as  among  themselves. 

VI. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  com- 
pliance with  this  Decree,  and  for  no 
other  purpose,  duly  authorized  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Department  of 
Justice  shall,  on  written  request  of 
the  Attorney  General  or  the  As- 
sistant Attorney  General  in  charge 
of  antitrust  matters,  and  on 
notice  to  any  defendant,  reasonable 
as  to  time  and  subject  matter,  made 
to  such  defendant  at  its  principal 
office,  and  subject  to  any  legally 
recognized  privilege,  (1)  be  per- 
mitted reasonable  access,  during  the 
office  hours  of  such  defendant,  to  all 
books,  ledgers,  accounts,  correspond- 
ence, memoranda  and  other  records 
and  documents  in  the  possession  or 
under  the  control  of  such  defendant, 
relating  to  any  of  the  matters  con- 
tained in  this  Decree,  and  that  dur- 
ing the  times  that  the  plaintiff  shall 
desire  such  access,  counsel  for  such 
defendant  may  be  present,  and  (2) 
subject  to  the  reasonable  convenience 
of  such  defendant,  and  without  re- 
straint or  interference  from  it,  be 
permitted  to  interview  its  officers  or 
employees  regarding  any  such  mat- 
ters, at  which  interview  counsel  for 
the  officer  or  employee  interviewed 
and  counsel  for  such  defendant  com- 
pany may  be  present. 

Information  obtained  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall 
not  be  divulged  by  any  representa- 
tive of  the  Department  of  Justice  to 
any  person  other  than  a  duly  au- 
thorized representative  of  the  De- 
partment of  Justice,  except  in  the 
course  of  legal  proceedings  to  which 
the  United  States  is  a  party,  or  as 
otherwise  required  by  law 

VII. 

Paragraphs  7  and  8  of  Section  II 
of    this  judgment  shall  not  become 
effective  until  July  1,  1947. 
VIII. 

Jurisdiction  of  this  cause  is  re- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
any  of  the  parties  to  the  judgment 
and  no  others,  to  apply  to  the  Court 
at  any  time  for  such  orders  or  direc- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  or  appro- 
priate for  the  construction,  modifi- 
cation, or  cairying  out  of  the  same, 
for  the  enforcement  of  compliance 
therewith,  and  for  the  punishment 


"In  order  to  meet  some  of  the  objections  raised  at  the  hearing  to  the 
system  of  bidding  for  features  described  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  we 
have  modified  the  system  there  proposed  so  that  competitive  bidding 
will  only  be  necessary  within  a  competitive  area  and  in  such  an  area  where 
it  is  desired  by  the  exhibitors.  In  o:her  words,  the  decree  provides  an 
opportunity  to  bid  for  any  exhibitor  in  a  competitive  area  who  may  desire 
to  do  so. 

"The    arrangement    for    arbitration    and    an    appeal    board    has    been 

I  terminated  except  as  to  unfinished  litigations  and  other  matters  referred  I 
to  in  the  decree,  because  of  the  unwillingness  of  some  of  the  parties  to  I 
consent  to  their  continuance.  Nevertheless,  as  we  have  indicated  in  the  i 
opinion,  these  tribunals  have  dealt  with  trade  disputes,  particularly  those  ', 

'  as  to  clearances  and  runs,  with  rare  efficiency,  as  both  government  counsel 
and  counsel  for  other  parties  have  conceded. 

"Indeed,  the  arbitration  system  set  up  under  the  consent  decree  of 
November  20,  1940,  was  created  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  amended 

;  and  supplemental  complaint  by  the  United  States  filed  November  14,  1940, 
in   which,  among   other  things,   the  plaintiff  prayed  that  'a  nation-wide 

:  system  of  impartial  arbitration  tribunals  or  such  other  means  of  enforce- 
ment as  the  court  may  deem  proper  be  established  pursuant  to  the  final  j 

|  decree  of  this  court  in  order  to  secure  adequate  enforcement  of  whatever  I 
general  and  nation-wide  prohibitions  of  illegal  practices  may  be  contained 
therein.' 

"We  strongly  recommend  that  some  such  system  be  continued  in  order  to  ! 
avoid  cumbersome  and  dilatory  court  litigation  and  to  preserve  the  prac- 
tical advantages  of  the  tribunals  created  by  the  consent  decree." 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  COURT'S  DECREE 
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ing,  and  specifies  that  existing  awards  and  those  made  in  pending  cases  shall  continue 
to  be  enforceable. 

Clears  the  way  for  the  establishment,  voluntarily,  of  a   reasonable  system  of  arbitra- 
tion "either  thru   the   use  of  the  present  boards  or  any  others." 

SECTION    SIX 
Permits  access  of  the   D  of  J   to  defendants'   books  and   records   on   written   request. 

SECTION    SEVEN 
STAYS   effective   date   of   block    booking   and   selling    procedure   provisions    (VII    and 
VIII  of  Section  Twol    until  July  1. 

SECTION    EIGHT 
Retains  jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  the  Statutory  Court. 

SECTION    NINE 
Operation  of  judgment  is  stayed  for  60  days  from  Dec.  31  or,  if  an  appeal  is  taken,  for 
30  days  thereafter  in  order  to   enable  any  appellant  to  move  before  the  Supreme  Court 
for  a   stay   in   respect  to   any    portion   of  the  judgment  from   which  an   appeal   has   been 
taken. 


Columbia  Will  Release 
Tone-Hakim  Production 


Columbia  Signs  Adler; 
Wilde  Film  His  First 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  According  to  the 
terms  of  a  contract  signed  Tues- 
day, Columbia  Pictures  will  release 
"The  Mating  Call,"  an  original 
screenplay  by  Ben  Hecht  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Franchot  Tone  and  Raphael 
Hakim.  Tone,  will  be  seen  in  the 
starring  role.  S.  Sylvan  Simon  has 
been  borrowed  from  M-G-M  to 
direct. 

of  violations  thereof,  or  for  other  or 
further  relief. 

IX. 
The  operation  of  this  judgment  is 
stayed  for  sixty  days  from  the  date 
hereof,  and,  if  an  appeal  is  taken, 
for  thirty  days  thereafter  in  order 
to  enable  any  appellant  to  move  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court  for  a  stay 
in  respect  to  any  portion  of  the 
judgment  from  which  an  appeal  has 
been  taken. 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Cornel  Wilde  will  re- 1 
turn  to  Columbia  for  "Royal  Mail," 
to  be  produced  by  Maj.  Maurice  E. 
"Buddy"  Adler  as  his  first  Columbia 
assignment. 


French  Pix  Setting 
Pace,  British  View 

London  (By  Air  Mail) — Holly 
has    been    kicked    upstairs    and   the 
best  works  of  the  American  film  in- 
dustry have  been   given   a   decisive . 
cold   shoulder  by  the  latest  British  I 
critics'  annual  list  of  the  year's  best  ] 
movies.      With    European    countries! 
filling    the    first    half    of    a    dozer  i 
places,   Hollywood  has   been  practi-j 
cally  eliminated. 

It  was  agreed  that  French  movies  j 
have    set   the   pace   throughout   the 
year,  with  Russia,  Britain,  Switzer- 
land, and  Denmark  in  a  photo  finish 
for  second,  third,  and  fourth  places 

The  disappearance  of  Hollywooc  | 
from  the  list  has  been  discussed  a- 
length  by  the  critics,  since  nine- 
tenths  of  the  movies  they  see  are 
American.  The  principal  reason  giv- 
en for  the  Americans1  inability  tc 
place  was  "the  undeniable  staleness 
of  films.  .  .  ." 

Critic  of  the  London  Sunday 
Times  wrote  that  20  years  ago  Hol- 
lywood was  in  a  similar  position 
watching  its  domination  being 
threatened  by  Europe.  They  solvec' 
it  then  by  importing  talent  fron 
the  Continent-  Today,  the  Timer 
asserted,  it  is  a  matter  of  importing 
subjects. 

Stephen  Watts  in  the  Sunday  Ex- 
press noted  that  the  average  film- 
goer  has  shown  an  increasing  pref- 
erence for  good  British  films  anc 
that  the  audience  for  French  movies 
and  other  imports  has  also  grown 
Watts  said  that  he  could  not  fine 
any  American  film  in  1946  to  com- 
pare with  the  following  three  "orig- 
inal, honest  and  enterprising  offer- 
ings," namely,  "Great  Expectations,' 
"The  Overlanders,"  and  "A  Matte: 
of  Life  and  Death." 

The  critic  of  The  New  Statesman 
and  Nation  named  Coeteaus'  (France) 
"L'Eternal  Retour"  as  the  best  film, 
of  the  year,  closely  followed  by  Ron 
quier's  (France)  "Farrebique  ou  le; 
Quatre  Saisons."  Third  place  went  tc 
Carl  Dreyer's  (Denmark)  "Day  o: 
Wrath,"  and  fourth  to  CarneV 
(France)  "Les  Enfants  du  Paradis.' 


Pic  in  Arab  Language 

Algiers  (Via  Air  Mail) — Shooting 
on  the  first  film  in  the  Arab  lan- 
guage to  be  made  entirely  in 
Morocco,  has  been  completed.  The 
picture  is  called  "Son  of  Destiny" 
and  was  produced  by  Criterium 
Films.  It  will  be  shown  through  the 
Middle  East  with  French  subtitles. 


From  Synagogue  to  Theater 

St.    Louis — The   Plaza,   which  for 

!  some  years  has  been  used  as  a  Syna- 

.  gogue,  will  revert  to  theater  status 

tomorrow  when  it  opens  as  part  of 

the  Wehrenberg-Kaimann  circuit. 


Albany  V.  C.  to  Fete  Collins 

Albany— The  Variety  Club  of  Al- 
bany will  tender  a  testimonial  din- 
ner to  James  "Rip"  Collins,  forme: 
major  league  baseball  star  and  re 
cently-resigned  manager  of  the  Al 
bany  Senators  team,  on  Jan.  20  a 
the  DeWitt  Clinton  Hotel.  Collin; 
left  the  Albany  post  to  take  the  man 
agership  of  the  San  Diego  basebal 
club  of  the  Pacific  Coast  League. 


Archainbaud  on  "Crime  Doctor" 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  continued  illnes. 
of  William  Castle  made  it  necessary 
for  Columbia  to  sign  George  Arch 
ainbaud  to  direct  "The  Crime  Doc 
tor's  Vacation." 


*■! 
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ilons  Urge  World 
larkels  Expansion 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

reater    expansion    of    world   mar- 

||s"  for  U.  S.  motion  pictures. 

'The     Committee    clearly    clearly 

»izes  the  tremendous  influence 

r^^^cial    motion    pictures    exert 

:•   -oad  and  feels  a  still  greater  ex- 

i-nsion   of  world  markets   for  this 

iduct  is   desirable,"   the   Commit- 

ic's  said. 

-   The    Committee    cautioned,    how- 
;;  2r,  that  "a  very  solemn  duty  rests 
on  the  industry  itself  to  see  that 
•"  :>se  films  exported  to  foreign  audi- 
:es   should  reflect  a  true  picture 
this     country,    its    Government, 
'■'  ople  and  customs." 
The  report  praised  current  efforts 
the    industry   to    select   films   as 
amendable"     but     said    additional 
3  orts  should  be  made. 
.  The    Department    of     State    was 
vr  ged    by    the    committee    to    "use 
ery  effort  and  our  whole  bargain- 
U  position  to  break  down  barriers" 
d  free  flow  of  pix  to  Europe. 
The     Committee    also    noted    the 
jntinuing   need"   for   continuation 
the  State  Department's  document- 
s' film  program. 

rods.  Snub  Inter-Faith 
J  roup  Meet  For  Strike  End 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

..Ives  and  establish  workable  arbi- 
ation  machinery,  major  producers 
dined  to  participate  in  a  confer- 
ee called  for  today  by  the  Inter- 

Jjaith  Council. 

■  James  Skelton,  business  agent  of 

e  striking  carpenters  union,  is  in 

dianapolis  conferring  with  officials 

the    Carpenters    International 

jnion  regarding  strike.  Conference 
as  called  by  officers  of  international 

*iion. 

hharles  W.  Cadman  Dead 

est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Charles  Wakefield 
adman,   65,  composer  of  "Land  of 

'  e  Sky  Blue  Water,"  died  here  fol- 

'iwing  a  heart  attack. 


1946  Top  Grosses 

In  Broadway  Spots 

Top  grossers  in  1946  for  Broad- 
j  way  nouses,  regardless  of  run:  Astor: 
"The  Kid  from  Brooklyn."  Capitol: 
"The  Harvey  Girls."  Criterion:  "The 
Bandit  of  Sherwood  Forest."  Goth- 
am: "OSS."  Globe:  "Make  Mine 
!  Music."  Hollywood:  ''Saratoga 
Trunk."  Music  Hall:  "Notorious." 
Palace:  "Song  of  the  South."  Para- 
mount:  "Blue  Skies."  Republic: 
"Pinocchio."  Rial  to:  "House  of 
Dracula."  Rivoli:  "The  Lost  Week- 
end." Roxy:  "The  Razor's  Edge." 
State:  "Week-end  at  the  Waldorf." 
Strand:  "The  Big  Sleep."  Victoria: 
"Walk  in  the  Sun."  Winter  Garden: 
"The  Killers." 


3n  Jtlemoriam— 1946 


GEORGE  W.  THOMAS,  business  manager  Denver 
motion  picture  operators'  union.  Denver. 
FD:   3-6. 

QUINT  R.  THOMPSON,  former  theater  owner. 
Amarillo,   Tex.    FD:   4-30. 

NEWCOMB  F.  THOMPSON,  RKO  publicity  staff. 
FD:    11-11. 

FRED  THORNLEY,  managing  director  Liberty 
Theater  Circuit.  Brisbane,  Australia.  FD: 
6-25. 

E.  R.  TOERPE,  manager  Orpheum  Theater, 
Galesburg.   Chicago.    FD:   6-7. 

GEORGE  TORNOW,  B  &  K  theater  manager. 
Chicago.   FD:  6-14. 

VIRGINIA  TRACY,  actress  and  author.  New 
York.   FD:   3-6. 

ALBERT  L.  TRAHERN,  formerly  Wm.  A  Brady's 
stage  manager.   New  York.   FD:   1-8. 

DREXEL  M.  TRUITT,  actor.  Hollywood.  FD:   1-4. 

MAX  TSCHAUDER,  theater  manager.  Springfield, 
III.   FD:  9-3. 

ROBERT  TUCKER,  B  &  K  electrical  department. 
Chicago.  FD:  4-1. 

FLORENCE  TURNER,  silent  screen  star.  Holly- 
wood.  FD:  8-30. 

GEORGE  C.  TYLER,  Broadway  play  producer. 
New   York.    FD:   3-15. 

LORA  VALADON,  former  vaude  star  and  Holly- 
wood stunt  player.   Providence.   FD:   9-18. 

GEORGE  N.  VASILIEV,  Russian  picture  producer. 
Moscow.   FD:  6-25. 

FRANK  W.  VINCENT,  Hollywood  talent  agent. 
Hollywood.    FD:   10-29. 

HARRY  Von  TILZER,  song  writer.  New  York. 
FD:   1-11. 

FRANK  VREELAND,  publicist,  author  and  dra- 
matic critic.  Westport,  Conn.   FD:   1-8. 

HERBERT  WAINWRIGHT,  Oxford  theater  owner. 
Toronto.  FD:  6-26. 

WILELLA  WALDORF,  N.  Y.  Post  dramatic  critic. 
New  York.  FD:  3-14. 

CHARLES  WALDRON,  screen  and  stage  character 

actor.   Hollywood.   FD:  3-7. 
JAMES    J.    WALKER,     ex-mayor,     counselor    for 

Theater  Owners  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 

ITOA.  New  York.  FD:  11-19. 


KARIN  E.  WALSH,  associated  with  Paschen 
Bros.,   theater   builders.   Chicago.    FD:    1-31. 

ALF  T.  WALTON,  vaudeville  actor  and  book- 
ing   manager.    Newark.    FD:    2-21. 

LUTHER  H.  WARNER,  theater  pioneer.  Three 
Rivers,  Mich.  FD:  3-21. 

STANLEY  WARRICK,  picture  pioneer.  Palm 
Beach.    FD:   12-4. 

H.  G.  WELLS,  novelist  and  historian.  London. 
FD:  8-14. 

ISADOR  WELT,  partner  of  Rosenblatt-Welt.  New 
York.   FD:   3-29. 

RAY  A.  WEST,  music  film  editor,  Columbia  Pic- 
tures. Desert  Hot  Springs,  Calif.  FD:  3-19. 

ARTHUR  B.  WHITE,  actor  and  theaterman.  St. 
Paul.   FD:   10-30. 

NORRIS  WILCOX,  early  figure  in  motion  picture 
business,  brother  of  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Sr. 
New  York.  FD:  10-23. 

WILLIAM  S.  WILDER,  prexy  Wilder  Theaters. 
Norfolk.    FD:   5-24. 

CALVIN  WINTER,  theater  owner.  Vancouver,  B. 
C.    FD:   4-10. 

CHARLES  J.  WOLF,  head  of  Y  8,  W  Management 
Corp.  Indianapolis.  FD:  9-5. 

ALFRED  L.  S.  WOOD,  Springfield  Union  motion 
picture  editor.   Springfield,   Mass.   FD:   5-2. 

FRED  WUERTH,  pioneer  Michigan  exhibitor.  De- 
troit.  FD:  9-23. 

VINCENT  YOUMANS,  composer.  Denver.  FD:  4-8. 

GERSON  C.  YOUNG,  law  partner  of  Telsey  and 
Young.   New  York.   FD:   12-5. 

"OLLIE"  YOUNG,  internationally-known  show- 
man.     Columbus.      FD:    7-31. 

ROBERT  YOUNG,  veteran  showman.  Columbus. 
FD:  10-22.  , 

BARNEY  ZEITZ,  officer  in  various  companies 
owned  by  Zeitz  Brothers.  Boston.  FD:  9-24. 

GEORGE  W.  BOWLING,  projectionist  and  stage 
manager  at  Cecil  Theater.  Mason  City,  la. 
FD:  12-27. 

NICHOLAS  CHAMBERLAIN,  businessman,  to 
first  introduce  motion  pictures  in  Summit 
County.  Akron.   FD:  12-27. 

W.  C.  FIELDS,  screen  and  radio  comedian.  Hol- 
lywood. FD:  12-27. 


Philly  Indies  Ready 
Four  More  Trust  Suits 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
Defendants    include    Loew's,    Para- 
mount,   20th-Fox,    RKO,    Universal 
and  U.A. 

The  suit  is  based  on  allegation  by 
Goldman  that  he  was  "frozen  out" 
of  securing  first  run  product  for  the 
Erlanger  by  the  defendants  to  give 
the  Warner  circuit  exclusive  book- 
ings. The  Goldman  claim  is  for 
$2,800,000,  actual  loss.  If  this  claim 
is  proved,  the  amount  would  be  auto- 
matically trebled  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Clayton  Anti-Trust  Law. 

A  prior  suit,  filed  in  1942,  resulted 
on  Dec.  18  in  the  award  of  |375,000. 
In  that  case  $125,000  was  sought. 
Counsel  for  Goldman  state  the  new 
case  is  based  on  a  similar  state  of 
affairs. 


Scophony  Suit  Motion 
Will  Be  Argued  Jan.  7 


John  B.  Colton  Dead 

Gainesville,  Tex. — John  B.  Colton, 
60,  playwright  and  scenario  writer, 
died  here  after  a  long  illness.  Colton 
achieved  his  greatest  success  in  his 
collaborative  adaptation  with  Clem- 
ence  Randolph  of  Somerset  Maug- 
ham's story,  "Miss  Thompson," 
which  has  since  been  known  as 
"Rain"  and  "Sadie  Thompson"  on 
stage  and  screen.  In  the  early  part 
of  his  career,  Colton  had  served  as 
drama  critic  on  the  Minneapolis 
Daily  News. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
SCA,  and  Arthur  Levey.  The  ad- 
journment was  taken,  it  is  believed, 
because  of  the  Government's  ex- 
pected appeal  from  the  recent  dis- 
missal of  Scophony,  Ltd.,  as  a  de- 
fendant by  Federal  Judge  Edward  A. 
Conger  for  lack  of  jurisdiction.  The 
deadline  for  the  Government  to  file 
an  appeal  is  Jan.  7. 

Federal  Judge  Alfred  C.  Coxe  re- 
cently reserved  decision  on  the  mo- 
tions by  Para.,  Television  Prod.,  and 
General  Precision  to  dismiss  the  SCA 
and  Levey  cross  claims.  The  cross 
claims  by  SCA  seek  triple  damages 
totaling  $1,500,000  and  single  claims 
by  Levey  total  $270,000. 


NEA  Zone  Six  Visual 
Conferences  in  Portland 


Portland,  Ore. — The  first  annual 
conference  of  Zone  Six,  of  the  de- 
partment of  visual  instruction  of  the 
National  Education  Association,  will 
be  held  here  Jan.   17-18. 

Among  the  topics  to  be  discussed 
will  be  "The  Integration  of  Instruc- 
tional Aids,"  "The  Audio-Visual  Co- 
ordinator," "The  Motion  Picture  In- 
dustry Looks  at  Education"  plus 
open  discussions  on  the  audio-visual 
program,  in  general.  All  meetings 
will  be  held  in  the  Portland  Public 
Library. 


MILLIONS  and 

MILLIONS  utiU 

read  and  hear  the  result  of  THE 
FILM  DAILY  25th  ANNUAL 
POLL  for  THE  TEN  BEST  PIC- 
TURES OF  THE  YEAR  next  week. 

THE  "FILM  DAILY 
TEN  BEST" 

is  an  institution. 

It  is  the  result  of  a  poll  of 
the  nation's  newspapers,  wire  ser- 
vices, magazine  and  radio  film 
commentators,  all  reaching  by 
type  or  voice 

MILLIONS  and 

MILLIONS 
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REVIEWS 


» 


'The 


Miss 


with 
20th -Fox 


Shocking 
Pilgrim" 

Betty  Grable,   Dick   Haymes 


85   Mins. 


DELIGHTFUL,  BREEZY  ENTERTAIN- 
MENT: HAS  TUNES,  COLOR  AND  SMART 
COMEDY,  PLUS. 

Here  is  a  smart,  gay  romp  in  Techni- 
color. It  should  do  very  well  for  itself. 
Miss  Grable  is  her  pert,  beautiful  self. 
Dick  Haymes  sings  and  emotes  to  good 
advantage.  The  story  is  a  novel  treatment 
of  the  boy-meets-girl  routine.  Background- 
ing these  is  the  Boston  of  the  1870's 
which  comes  in  for  satirical  story  handling 
that  results  in  much  laughter.  Add  these 
all  up  and  you  have  something  to  keep  the 
box  office  busy.  And,  additionally,  there's 
the  musical  content  by  the  late  George 
Gershwin,   lyrics  by   brother  Ira. 

Maybe  in  Boston  they  won't  like  it.  Then 
again  maybe  they  will.  It  kids  the  pants 
off  the  people,  city,  institutions,  But  good- 
naturedly,    without   distorting    the    truth. 

Technicolor  lends  enhancement  to  the 
proceedings  and  gives  the  story  a  good 
deal  of  optical  appeal.  The  casting  was 
shrewd.  The  people  in  the  supporting 
roles  render  their  parts  to  fine  effect. 

Miss  Grable  graduates  from  a  New  York 
business  school  and  goes  to  Boston  to  take 
up  a  job  in  the  office  of  Haymes'  ship- 
ping firm  as  a  female  "typewriter."  It  is  a 
man's  world.  The  period  was  noted  for  the 
budding  of  suffragettes.  Anne  Revere  sees 
to  it  that  Miss  Grable  holds  her  job  against 
the  wishes  of  Haymes,  her  brother.  In 
good  time  romance  ripens  between  the 
two  principals  and  then  there  is  a  falling 
out  due  to  differing  opinions  on  woman's 
place  in  the  world. 

After  a  good  deal  of  light  to  medium 
furor  the  lovers  are  together  and  see  each 
other's  points  of  view. 

It  is  all  told  neatly,  humorously.  It 
warms  to  the  matters  at  hand,  dismisses 
them  charmingly. 

CAST:  Betty  Grable,  Dick  Haymes,  Anne  Re- 
vere, Allyn  Joslyn,  Gene  Lockhart,  Elizabeth 
Patterson,  Elisabeth  Risdon,  Arthur  Shields, 
Charles  Kemper,  Roy  Roberts,  Stanley  Prager. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Perlberg;  Direc- 
tor, George  Seaton;  Story  by  Ernest  and  Fred- 
erica  Maas;  Music,  George  and  Ira  Gershwin; 
Cameraman,  Leon  Shamroy;  Art  Direction,  James 
Basevi,  Boris  Leven;  Set  Decorations,  Thomas 
Little,  Al  Orenbach;  Film  Editor,  Robert  Simp- 
son; Sound,  Alfred   Bruzlin,   Roger  Heman. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Excel- 
lent. 


Agency  Changes  Name 

The  Stanford  Zucker  Agency  has 
changed  its  name  to  International 
Artists  Corp.  Offices  are  located  at 
420  Madison  Ave.  The  newly  ex- 
panded company  lists  Stan  Zucker, 
president;  Morrey  Davidson  and 
Philip  Castle,  radio  and  recording; 
Jay  Mills,  orchestra  and  cocktail 
units;  Fred  Robins,  booker;  Bernie 
Greisler,  Broadway  and  Hollywood 
activities;  Ben  Zucker,  concerts;  and 
Bud  Brandt,  talent. 


Del  Ruth's  Pic  for  Easter 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Roy  Del  Ruth's  "It 
Happened  on  5th  Avenue"  has  been 
scheduled  for  national  release  dur- 
ing Easter  Week.  Picture,  first  to  be 
released  by  the  newly  formed  Allied 
Artists,  will  run  two  hours  in  length. 


1946  News  Highlights 


(Continued  from   Page   10) 


hibition  through  the  acquisition  of  New  York  and  Cincinnati  theaters.  Other  major  de- 
velopments centered  around  David  0.  Selznick,  United  Artists  and  Loew's.  Breaking 
with  United  Artists  insofar  as  distribution  was  concerned,  Selznick  in  late  December 
launched  Selznick  Releasing  Organization,  with  E.  L.  Scanlon  as  board  chairman,  Neil 
Agnew  as  president.  Loew's  extended  the  contracts  of  Louis  B.  Mayer  and  Samuel  Katz 
and  created  a  phonograph  record  subsidiary,  for  which  it  acquired  a  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 
aircraft  factory  from  the  War  Assets  Corp.  United  Artists  extended  the  contract  of 
Gradwell  Sears  and  entered  into  a  major  distribution  contract  with  Enterprise  (Charles 
Einfeld-David  L.  Loew)  following  the  cancellation  of  Enterprise's  commitment  with 
Universal.  Enterprise  acquired  the  Harry  Sherman  Studios.  Equity  Studios  was  or- 
ganized by  George  J.  Schaefer-Jack  Schwarz.  Cagney  Prods,  acquired  an  interest  in 
General  Service  Studios.  Consolidated  Film  Industries  sold  its  photo  stills  division  to 
Film  Fotos,  Inc.  Joseph  Bernhard  disposed  of  his  interest  in  United  States  Pictures  to 
Milton  Sperling,  later  acquiring  a  "substantial"  interest  in  Film  Classics.  Michael  Curtiz 
formed  his  own  producing  company,  with  a  commitment  to  Warners  for  14  features. 
Mervyn  LeRoy's  Arrowhead  Prods,  contract  with  Warners  was  dissolved.  Twentieth- 
Fox  inaugurated  an  employes'  retirement  plan.  As  the  year  faded  out,  RKO  announced 
the  signing  of  Dore  Schary  to  a  five-year  contract  as  vice-president  in  charge  of  pro- 
duction, subject  to  the  settlement  of  his  present  commitment  to  Vanguard. 

IX 

FINANCE.  Most  extensive  new  financing  of  1946  was  by  National  Theaters  which 
obtained  a  credit  of  $20,000,000  from  Metropolitan  Life,  Chase  National  and  the  Bank 
of  America.  Subsequently,  the  wholly-owned  20th-Fox  subsidiary  purchased  all  of  its 
outstanding  Class  B  from  its  executive  holders  for  $7,415,000.  A  new  Columbia  offer- 
ing of  75,000  shares  of  preferred  was  quickly  taken.  Cinecolor  obtained  $500,000  new 
capital  for  expansion.  Warners  exchanged  its  common  on  a  two  for  one  basis,  and 
Famous  Players  Canadian,  Paramount  subsidiary,  split  its  common,  three  for  one.  Atlas 
Corp.,  in  keeping  with  the  investment  trust's  policy,  disposed  of  some  of  its  RKO  Corp. 
stock,  but  emphasized  there  was  no  intention  of  selling  control.  Paramount,  having  paid 
off  $96,000,000  in  senior  securities  in  the  past  decade,  began  the  purchase  of  its  own 
common.  George  J.  Schaefer,  et  al,  formed  Equity  Capital  Corp.  to  finance  producers. 
Company  earnings,  aided  by  the  removal  of  the  excess  profits  tax  and  a  vigorous  box 
office,  zoomed. 

X 

LABOR  PAINS.  The  hailed  settlement  of  the  Hollywood  jurisdictional  strike  proved 
no  settlement  at  all,  and  as  the  contending  factions  continued  to  clash,  production  was 
impeded,  hamstrung.  A  25  per  cent  pay  increase  for  20,000  studio  employes  added  an 
estimated  $16,500,000  to  studio  overhead.  Warners  filed  suit  in  October  against  the 
Conference  of  Studio  Unions  for  $3,000000,  a  result  of  the  strike.  The  American  Fed- 
eration of  Musicians  negotiated  a  new  contract  with  the  studios;  by  it,  an  average  25 
per  cent  wage  increase  was  granted  to  meet  the  cost  of  living  jump.  Other  provisions: 
33  per  cent  increase  for  recording  musicians,  increase  in  complements,  yearly  minimum 
earnings  of  $6,916  for  520  hours  work.  A  jurisdictional  strike  affected  Detroit  ex- 
changes; the  impasse  was  in  the  back  rooms.  A  new  IATSE  exchange  contract  established 
a  five-day  week.  RKO  Circuit  signed  first  contracts  with  the  Motion  Picture  Operating 
Managers  and  Assistant  Managers  Guild  and  with  a  cashiers  union.  In  Chicago,  the 
IATSE,  organizing  theater  employes,  excluded  managers.  The  IATSE  affirmed  its  juris- 
diction over  16  mm.  films,  but  showed  no  enthusiasm  for  a  proposal  that  it  organize 
professional  baseball,  other  sports.  Eric  A.  Johnston  became  the  first  MPAA  president 
to  address  an  IATSE  convention. 

XI 

THE  NARROW  GAUGE  FILM.  Beyond  question,  the  decision  of  Universal  to  em- 
bark through  United  World  Films  upon  all  phases  of  sub-standard  film  production  and 
distribution,  in  both  eight  mm.  and  16  mm.,  stands  out  as  the  most  important  develop- 
ments of  1946,  a  year  which  saw  virtually  all  major  companies  increasingly  conscious 
of  the  16  mm.  possibilities.  Universal,  thru  UWF,  disclosed  that  in  association  with  J. 
Arthur  Rank  it  would  launch  a  seven-year  visual  education  program,  calling  for  the  pro- 
duction of  100  subjects  annually.  Universal,  too,  set  a  pattern  for  the  industry  by  closing 
a  one-year  deal  for  the  exhibition  of  its  features  in  16  mm.  aboard  crack  trains  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railroad.  RKO,  already  engaged  in  foreign  16  mm.  distribution,  be- 
gan similar  domestic  activity.  Warners,  Republic  and  Columbia  prepared  to  launch 
foreign  distribution  in  1947,  while  20th-fox  and  Paramount  were  reported  discussing 
joint  16  mm.  marketing  abroad.  Loew's  introduced  a  16  mm.  educational  film  program 
in  Britain,  planned  its  extension  elsewhere.  C.  Scott  Fletcher,  sometime  of  Studebaker 
(autos),  assumed  the  presidency  of  Encyclopaedia  Britannica  Films,  a  leader  in  the  edu- 
cational film  field.  Ampro,  alert  to  the  16  mm.  equipment  market  potentialities  in  the 
Dominion,  joined  with  Paul  Nathanson  to  organize  Telephoto  Industries,  Ltd.  Canadian 
16  mm.  producers  organized  their  own  association.  The  IATSE  formally  asserted  its 
jurisdiction  over  16  mm.  projection.  The  American  industry's  patriotic  war-time  ser- 
vice was  further  underscored  with  the  announcement  that  its  gifts  of  16  mm.  prints 
to  the  armed  forces  had  a  valuation  of  $51,313,213. 

XII 

MOURNED.  Death  in  1946  levied  a  heavy  toll  upon  the  motion  picture  industry. 
High  on  the  roll  of  those  mourned  were  the  names  of  Charles  E.  Koerner,  Jules  E. 
Brulatour,  Edward  Kuykendall,  John  C.  Flynn,  Frank  J.  Harris,  J.  H.  Cooper,  Tony  Sude- 
kum,  W.  A.  "Al"  Steffes,  William  S.  Hart,  Trem  Carr,  Dennis  F.  O'Brien,  James  J. 
Walker,  Frank  W.  Vincent,  Maj.  Edward  Bowes,  George  Arliss,  Lionel  Atwill,  Noah  Beery, 
Charles  Butterworth.  Louis  Frisch,  Donald  Meek,  Jeanie  MacPherson,  Damon  Runyon, 
William  J.  Clark,  and  W.  C.  Fields. 


» 


REVIEWS 

"Dead  Reckoning" 

with  Humphrey  Bogart,  Lizabeth  Scott 
Columbia  100  Mins. 

SOCK  BOGART  STUFF:  TENSE  DRA- 
MATIC STORY  HOLDS  UP  ALL  THE 
WAY:  GOOD  B.  O.  BET. 

At  the  outset  things  happen.  A^' 
continue  to  happen  relentlessly.  Hur..r  'jy 
Bogart  mounts  another  hard  guy  role  with 
all  the  trimmings.  Lizabeth  Scott  is  a  fine 
foil  for  the  Bogart  emoting.  There  are 
high  intensity  moments  always;  plenty  of 
rough  stuff;  movement  and  action  of  the 
veiled  undercover  variety  in  profusion  to 
satisfy  Bogart  fans  and  the  82nd  Airborne 
Division.  Also  the  exhibitor. 

This  is  Operation  Solo. 

It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  confessional,  for 
Bogart  tells  it  all  to  the  chaplain,  from  the 
beginning  up  to  a  certain  point — that's 
where  he  came  in  —  and  then  the  plot 
picks  up  from  that  point  to  its  whirlwind 
finish,  for  he  takes  off  without  waiting  for 
the   padre's  advice. 

En  route  to  Washington  with  William 
Prince,  Paratrooper  Captain  Bogart  reads 
his  sealed  orders.  They  are  to  be  decorated. 
Prince  is  to  get  the  CMH.  When  Prince 
learns  this  he  departs  the  train,  but  quickly. 
Later,  Bogart  finds  his  charred  body  in  a 
Gulf  town.  He  liked  the  kid,  jumped,  fought 
and  lived  with  him.  So  he  tracks  down  the 
case. 

From  that  point  on  it  is  the  well-known 
Bogart. 

A  would-be  aide  is  done  in  before  he 
can  deliver  an  important  letter  from  the 
deceased  sergeant.  Bogart  meets  Lizabeth 
Scott,  Prince's  past  amour.  They  are  both 
temporarily  incapacitated  via  mickeys.  On 
reviving  they  join  forces  and  while  Bogart 
is  not  for  a  minute  fooled  by  surface  ap- 
pearances, he  continues  to  seek  the  let- 
ter. To  this  end  he  takes  a  severe  beating. 
Eventually  he  escapes  and  the  tables  are 
more  or  less  turned. 

Before  he  can  make  his  strike  he  devel- 
ops a  romance  with  Miss  Scott  and  there 
is  every  indication  that  things  are  shortly 
to  be  put  in  order.  However,  such  is  not 
the  case,  and  the  audience  is  in  for  a  bit 
of  a  shock  when  the  final  sequence  comes 
around. 

This  is  free  spool  suspense  drama  and 
the  drag  is  entirely  absent.  Morris  Car- 
novsky  sustains  the  "Martinelli"  role  al- 
ways and  the  rest  of  the  support  lend 
proper  credence.  John  Cromwell's  direc- 
torial handling  is  a  proper  first  rate  job. 

CAST:  Humphrey  Bogart,  Lizabeth  Scott, 
Morris  Carnovsky,  Charles  Cane,  William  Prince, 
Marvin  Miller,  Wallace  Ford,  James  Bell,  George 
Chandler,   William   Forrest,   Ruby    Dandridge. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sidney  Biddell;  Director, 
John  Cromwell;  Screenplay  by  Oliver  H.  P. 
Garrett  from  a  story  by  Gerald  Adams  and 
Sidney  Biddell;  Cameraman,  Leo  Tover;  Film 
Editor,  Gene  Havlick;  Art  Director,  Stephen 
Gooson;  Set  Decorations,  Louis  Drage;  Sound, 
Jack   Goodrich;   Music,   Marlin   Skiles. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


Wanger  Talks  Beaton  Deal 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Walter  Wanger  is 
negotiating  with  Cecil  Beaton,  to  de- 
sign the  production  for  his  forth- 
coming "The  Ballad  and  the  Source," 
Rosamund  Lehman's  best-seller,  now 
being  adapted  for  the  screen  by 
Michael  Blankfort. 


M.    F.    Production  Dist. 
28  W.    44th   St.    21st   floor 
New  York      N.    Y. 
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iGov't,  Exhib.  Leaders  See  Appeal  as    Certain 


ivorcement  Position  on 
ov't  Unaltered  by  New 
'ecree.  Says  Spokesman 

'(ashington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Although  they  have 
K  been  able  to  examine  the  Tues- 
i(y  decision  of  the  New  York  Statu- 
jtr  Court,  Government  and  exhib- 
it spokesmen  here  had  no  doubt 
sterday  that  the  decision  will  be 
pealed  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
nile  it  was  generally  believed  that 
e  new  judgment  represented  a 
':htening  up  of  the  June  proposal, 
Jpm  the  Government  standpoint  it 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 

t. 


TAB.  REACTIONS 
TO  THE  DECISION 


ivorcement  in  End 
rlain,  Stern  View 


e 


'Expressing  only  his  personal  opin- 
ip  and  not  speaking  for  the  Con- 
lirence  of  Independent  Exhibitors' 
1;sociations  of  which  he  is  chair- 
an,  Jesse  Stern  predicted  yester- 
jy  that  the  Government  had  not  yet 
ibached  the  final  round  of  its  bat- 
(  against  monopoly  in  the  motion 
cture  industry  and  that  complete 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


srthur  Kelly  to  London 
hi  Production  Plans 


Arthur  W.  Kelly,  prexy  of  General 
otion  Picture  Corp.,  and  former 
f'epee  of  U-A,  leaves  today  on  the 
JB.  Queen  Elizabeth  for  a  two- 
onth  tour  of  investigation. 
Kelly  told  The  Film  Daily  that 
s  survey  would  include  search  for 
(Continued  on  Page   19) 


Warner  Stockholders 
Meet  Set  for  Feb.  18 

Annual  meeting  of  Warners  stock- 
holders will  be  held  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  in  Wilmington,  Del. 

Members  of  the  board  of  directors 
whose  terms  expire  in  1947  are  Sam- 
uel Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P.  Friedman, 
Charles  B.  Guggenheimer,  Samuel 
Schneider  and  Morris  Wolf. 


D  EACTIONS,  in  brief,  of  industry 
'  *  leaders  and  Government  officialdom 
to  the  Statutory  Court's  New  York 
equity  suit  decision  yesterday  folloiv. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE  spokesman, 
in  Washington,  told  THE  FILM  DAILY 
that  the  Government's  position  on  divorce- 
ment was  unaltered. 

JUDGE  THURMAN  ARNOLD,  counsel 
for  the  ATA,  in  Washington,  told  THE 
FILM  DAILY  that  the  Association  "will 
probably  have  to  appeal."  A  similar  view 
was  expressed  in  New  York  by  Robert  W. 
Coyne,  ATA  executive  director. 

HARRY  BRANDT,  ITOA  president,  in 
New  York  told  THE  FILM  DAILY  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  decision  "is  an  open  sesame 
to  the  distributors  to  engender  and  foster 
cutthroat  competition  among  indie  exhibi- 
tors." 

JESSE  STERN,  CIEA  president,  in  New 
York  expressed  the  personal  view  that 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


MPTOA  Counsel  Calls  Auction  Selling  Elimination  a 
Victory;  Stresses  Distribs.  Can  Only  Ask  Flat  Rental 
Minimum  in  Inviting  Bids;  Shorts  Forcing  Possible 

New  Haven — Terming  the  New  York  equity  action  decree 
"better  than  might  have  been  expected,"  Herman  M.  Levy, 
general  counsel  of  the  MPTOA,  in  a  personal  analysis  sent  yes- 

t  e  r  d  a  y  to   all 


For  Lack  of  Relief 


Harry  Brandt,  executive  director 
of  Brandt  Theaters,  yesterday  as- 
sailed the  decree  handed  down  by 
the  New  York  Statutory  Court  in 
the  government's  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  majors  and  urged  "in- 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Decree  Improvement 
Over  Opinion— Myers 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Favoring  an  appeal 
in  the  case,  Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied 
States  board  chairman  and  general 
counsel,  yesterday  flayed  the  final 
decree  as  failing  to  meet  the  suit's 
"fundamental"  objective  of  breaking 
up  a  monopoly. 

"In  general,"  Myers  said,  "the  de- 
cree is  a  more  workable  order  than 
the  opinion  led  us  to  expect,  but  it 
accomplishes  nothing  towards  break- 
(Continued  on  Page   19) 


Rep.  Starts  New  "Liaison" 
Trailer  for  Eng.  Distrib. 

IV est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Republic  Studio  is 
stepping  up  its  liaison  with  its  Eng- 
lish distributor,  British-Lion,  by 
sending  abroad  a  special  advance 
1,000-ft.  condensed  version  of  its 
deluxe  productions  which  started  Jan. 
1,  according  to  announcement  by 
President  Herbert  J.  Yates.   • 

Idea  is  intended  to  keep  British- 
Lion  executives  posted  on  production 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Pix  Stocks  Held 

Yr.-end  Prices  Top  V- 

"No  Decision  Round"  in 
"Battle  of  the  Badges" 


Own  in  1946 

J  Levels  by  5-105% 


While  motion  picture  stocks,  as  a 
whole,  just  about  held  their  own  in 
1946,  with  losses  in  some  issues  be- 
ing offset  for  the  most  part  by  gains 
in  others,  the  list  wound  up  the 
year  at  prices  that  were  from  5  to 


Louisville,  Ky. — It  was  a  "no  de- 
cision round"  in  the   bout  between 

Rialto's  manager  Johnson  Mussel-  j  105  per  "cent  above  their  V-J  Day 
man  and  Jefferson  County  patrolmen  level.  Compared  with  the  market  in 
in  the  "battle  of  the  badges."  general,  the  amusement  group  gave 

In  quarterly  court  yesterday  the   one  of  the  best  performances. 
County  Attorney's  office  asked  that  I      The    outstanding    gain  was   made 
(Continued  on  Page  19)  (Continued  on  Page  19) 


units,  pointed  up 
a  number  of 
phases  affecting 
exhibitors. 

In  the  initial 
analysis,  by  an 
exhibitor  group, 
Levy  noted  both 
victories  and  de- 
feats for  theater 
operators,  with 
the  elimination 
of  "auction  sell- 
ing" which  some 
read  into  the 
June  opinion 
heading  his  list 
of  the  former. 


HERMAN  M. tEVY 


The    MPTOA    counsel    pointed    out, 
(Continued  on  Page   16) 


Give  Decree  Square, 
-Grainger 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — James  R.  Grainger, 

executive  vice-president  and  general 

sales  manager  of  Republic,  made  the 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


CIEA  Prexy  Proposes 
Arbitration  Parley 

Jesse  Stern,  CIEA  president,  yes- 
terday recommended  that  distributors 
and  exhibitors  engage  in  a  roundtable 
discussion  to  discuss  possible  methods 
of  arbitration.  Overtures  for  such 
discussions,  he  said,  would  have  to  be 
made  by  the  distribs.  who  must  be 
ready  to  make  concessions  and  elim- 
inate present  inequities  against  ex- 
hibs.  Such  a  move,  he  added,  would 
be  a  gesture  of  good  will  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants  and  might  do  much 
to  establish  good  faith  between  the 
contending  parties. 


OR  FULL  TEXT  OF  EQUITY  SUIT  FACT  FINDINGS,  CONCLUSIONS  TURK  TO  PGS.  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  15 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close      Chg. 

Bell   &    Howell 24>4     24 Vi     24 ft  +     % 

Bell  &  Howell  pfd...  103       103       103         

Columbia  Picts 21         21         21        +     % 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..  79%     79%     79%  +     V, 

East.   Kodak   227      226      227      -f-  2ft 

Gen.   Prec.  Eq 24ft     24 ft     24ft—     % 

Loew's,  Inc 25%     25ft     25ft  —     ft 

Paramount      32%     32'/4     32V4  —    'A 

RKO     153/4     143/4     143/4—     % 

Republic   Pict 7ft       71/4      7ft  +     ft 

20th  Century-Fox  ...   38         37ft     37ft  —     ft 

Universal    Pict 26%     26ft     26ft     

Warner   Bros 17%     17ft     17ft—     ft 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts.   . . .     4%       4%      4%     

RKO 5ft      4ft       4ft  —     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3ft       3  3  ft  +      ft 

Technicolor     14%     14%     14%—    ft 

Trans-Lux      4ft       4ft       4ft  +     ft 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 
Pathe         6ft       714 


Castle  Corps.  Dissolve 

Albany — Castle  Distributors  Corp., 
Castle  Films,  Inc.,  and  Castle  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  all  of  30  Rockefeller 
Plaza,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  on  Dec.  30 
filed  certificates  of  voluntary  dissolu- 
tion in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State. 


Give  Decree  Square, 
Fair  Trial— Grainger 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
following  comment  on  the  New  York 
equity  decision: 

"The  decree  is  now  law  of  the  land 
and  all  concerned  should  abide  by  it 
without  deference  or  complaint.  Only 
by  honest  and  concerted  application 
will  we  know  whether  or  not  future 
policy  established  by  the  Court  and 
its  decree  is  discriminating. 

"If  it  affects  instead  of  further- 
ing the  great  American  motion  pic- 
ture industry  by  its  impracticable- 
ness  and  retards  its  growth  allowing 
competition  from  other  lands  to 
make  encroachments  on  our  hai'd 
won  accomplishments,  then  the  de- 
cree will  have  failed  in  its  purpose 
and  will  have  to  be  repealed. 

"The  only  way  we  will  know  is  to 
give  business  procedure  as  laid  down 
by  the  Court  a  fair  and  square 
chance.  Speaking  for  Republic  Pic- 
tures, we  dedicate  ourselves  to  do 
exactly  that." 


Yorke  to  Produce  Three 
For  Tuberculosis  Ass'n 


Included  in  its  1947-48  shorts  pro- 
duct line-up,  the  Emerson  Yorke 
Studio  announces  three  additional 
all-dialogue  pix  for  the  National 
Tuberculosis  Association.  The  first, 
"A  Message  from  Maynor,"  featur- 
ing Dorothy  Maynor,  concert  so- 
prano, and  Hall  Johnson  Choir 
Group,  has  been  filmed  at  Fox-Movie- 
tone Studios  and  will  be  previewed 
at  Memphis  Jan.  27,  coincidental  with 
its  release  to  Negro  theaters 
throughout  the  country. 

The  second  short,  "Time  Out!" 
goes  before  the  cameras  Monday  at 
the  new  RKO-Pathe  Studios  with  a 
"name"  cast  comprising  Donald 
Cook,  June  Lockhart,  John  Harvey 
and  Dorothy  Peterson.  The  third 
subject,  based  on  an  original  reha- 
bilitation theme,  will  be  filmed  by 
Yorke  in  the  East  during  the  Sum- 
mer or  early  Fall  of  1947. 


McBride  to  Plug  Para. 
Under  One  Year  Pact 


Mary  Margaret  McBride,  radio 
commentator,  has  been  signed  to  a 
one-year  promotional  contract  by 
Paramount.  The  company  is  her  first 
film  sponsor.  Pact  takes  effect  im- 
mediately. 


James  P.  Eastman  Dead 

James  P.  Eastman,  34,  member  of 
the  promotion  department  of  Van- 
guard Films,  was  found  dead  in  his 
bed  yesterday,  at  the  Beaux  Arts 
Apartment  Hotel.  Eastman,  an  Army 
captain  five  years,  in  addition  to 
serving  as  aide  to  Maj.-Gen.  Terry 
Allen,  was  briefly  in  Army  public 
relations.  Surviving  are  his  brother, 
Charles  Eastman,  and  mother,  both 
of  Manhattan. 
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Katzman  To  Produce 
10  For  Columbia 


West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Esskay  Pictures  Cor- 
poration, headed  by  Sam  Katzman, 
has  set  up  a  $4,000,000  budget  for  a 
1947  production  of  10  pictures,  six 
of  them  features  and  four  serials, 
Katzman  announced. 

Pictures  will  be  released  by  Colum- 
bia. Katzman's  first  production  for 
the  new  year,  an  original  musical  by 
Arthur  Dreifuss,  tentatively  titled 
"Broadway  Baby,"  is  scheduled  to  go 
before  cameras  Jan.  15. 


COmmG  and  come 


Richmond  Amusement  Tax 
Raises  Admissions  5% 


Richmond — Following  stiff  opposi- 
tion by  a  committee  of  managers, 
headed  by  Frank  O'Brien,  the  new 
amusement  tax  which  was  launched 
this  week  will  be  five  per  cent  in- 
stead  of   the   planned    10   per   cent. 

The  measure,  passed  by  the  City 
Council,  will  derive  revenue  from  the 
public.  First-run  houses  will  raise 
prices  to  from  60  to  63  cents,  top. 
Second-runs  go  from  35  to  37  cents, 
top. 


New  Record  for  "Razor' 
With  $175,634  Week 


Management  of  the  Roxy  reports 
a  record  gross  of  $175,634  for  "The 
Razor's  Edge"  in  its  sixth  week. 
This  figure  is  reputed  to  be  an  all- 
time  high  by  $10,369.  Total  take 
since  the  film  opened  is  over  $800,- 
000.  It  is  expected  to  go  over  the 
one  million  mark  by  the  end  of  the 
eighth  week. 

Reports  from  the  field  indicate 
"The  Razor's  Edge"  has  topped  open- 
ing day  marks  in  Denver,  Philadel- 
phia, Cincinnati,  Memphis,  Dayton 
and  Lancaster  and  Easton,  Pa. 


Metro  to  Release  Four 
Features  This  Month 


M-G-M  will  release  four  features 
nationally  this  month.  First  is  "Till 
the  Clouds  Roll  By";  second,  "Gal- 
lant Bess";  third,  "The  Mighty  Mc- 
Gurk"  and  fourth,  "The  Lady  in  the 
Lake."  All  four  have  already  been 
tradeshown. 


GEORGE  A.  SMITH,  Paramount's  Western  di- 
vision sales  manager,  left  yesterday  for  Loi 
Angeles,  where  he  will  make  bis  headquarter- 
ing  henceforth. 

CHARLES  C.  PERRY,  Paramount's  ALL  rep. 
covering   Indianapolis  and   Cincinnati  -,   re- 

turned to  his  headquarters  there  yesterday  after 
a  long  siege  of  illness. 

BEATRICE  LILLIE  (LADY  PEEL),  actress,  ar- 
rived in  Manhattan  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth  for 
a  series   of  radio  appearances. 

FIRTH  SHEPHERD,  London  theatrical  pro- 
ducer, arrived  in  New  York  on  New  Year's  Day 
aboard  the  S.  S.  Queen  Elizabeth. 

STEVE  BROIDY,  prexy  of  Allied  Artists  and 
Monogram,  leaves  the  West  Coast  next  Wed- 
nesday for  St.  Louis  meeting  of  the  company's 
branch  managers  and  franchise  holders,  at  the 
Coronado  Hotel. 

ANATOLE  LITVAK,  in  New  York  till  next 
Tuesday  when  he  planes  back  to  Hollywood 
for  final  editing  and  scoring  of  the  Hakim- 
Litvak    production,   "The   Long   Night." 

MONTE  PROSER,  in  Manhattan  until  Sun- 
day when  he  returns  to  the  West  Coast  for 
more  confabs  on  "Copacabana,"  UA  musical 
built  around   his  New  York  club. 

CECIL  BEATON,  photographer-author-design- 
er, leaves  today  aboard  the  S.  S.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth for  Korda  assignment  in  London. 

RODERICK  CAMERON,  actor,  to  Europe  via 
liner   S.   S.    Queen    Elizabeth. 

MARLENE  DIETRICH,  actress,  Paris  -  bound 
for  role  in  French  film,  aboard  S.  S.  Queen 
Elizabeth,  leaving  today. 

MARGOT  GRAHAME,  actress,  leaving  today 
on  S.   S.  Queen    Elizabeth. 

ARTHUR  W.  KELLY,  prexy  of  General  Motion 
Picture  Corp.,  leaving  today  on  S.  S.  Queen 
Elizabeth   for   two-month  business  trip. 

SIR  ALEXANDER  KORDA,  producer,  return- 
ing to  Britain,  aboard  the  liner  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

MICHAEL  POWELL,  co-producing  head  with 
Emerich  Pressburger  of  Archer  Films,  J.  Arthur 
Rank  affiliate,  homeward-bound  aboard  the 
liner  Queen   Elizabeth,   leaving  today. 

JACK  BUCHANAN,  British  musical  comedy 
star,  visiting   New  York. 

DOROTHY  DICKSON,  American  actress,  re- 
turned to  these  shores  after  many  years  abroad. 

IVOR  NOVELLO,  British  theatrical  producer 
and  author,  arrived  on  the  liner  Queen  Eliza- 
beth Wednesday. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  exploitation  manager  el 
Eagle-Lion,  leaves  New  York  Sunday,  for  Dal- 
las, to  set  up  campaigns  in  four  Texas  cities 
for  "It's  a  Joke,  Son." 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  Eastern  division  sales  mana- 
ger for  Warners,  and  SAM  LEFKOWITZ,  Eastern 
district  manager,  were  in  Albany  yesterday. 
They  return  to  New  York  today. 

MILTON  SPERLING  has  delayed  his  trip  t< 
New  York  in  order  that  he  may  confer  with 
Ben   Kalmenson,  who   is  now  on   the  Coast. 

HOWARD  J.  LONDON,  radio  director  of  The 
National  Foundation  for  Infontile  Paralysis, 
leaves  for  Hollywood  tomorrow.  He  will  be  stop- 
ping at  the  Beverly  Hills  Hotel. 


Don't  sign  ANY  trailer  contracts  until  you  get  full 
details  of  Filmack's  NEW  prevue  trailer  service. 
,  Write  Filmack,  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 
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From  one  man's  arms  to  another  she  fled 

—  trying  to  escape  the  evil  memory  of 
the  tragic  trinket  whose  strange  power 
changed  her  life... destroyed  her  loves! 
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ourt's  Findings  of  Fact,  Conclusions  of  Law 


^ULL  text  of  the  findings  of  fact  and 
IP  conclusions  of  law  by  the  New  York 
tatutory     Court,     comprising     Circuit 


Edge  Augustus  N.  Hand  and  District 
dg^BMenry    W.    Goddard    and    John 
■Vig/^^i   the   equity   suit  against  the 


udg^BMenry    W .    Goddard    and    John 

fg/^^i 
lajor  ]i(m  companies  follows: 

This  action  having  been  duly  tried 
nd  the  proofs  and  arguments  of  the 
espeetive  parties  having  been  duly 
eard  and  considered,  this  court, 
aving  filed  its  opinion  herein  dated 
une  11,  1946,  does  hereby  find  and 
ecide  as  follows: 


6,800  NON-COMPETITIVE  THEATERS 


FINDINGS  OF  FACT 


1.  The  following  are  definitions 
f  terms  used  in  these  findings  and 
l  the  judgment  to  be  entered  here- 
in: 

Block-booking — The  practice  of  li- 
ensing,  or  offering  for  license,  one 
eature,  or  group  of  features,  upon 
ondition  that  the  exhibitor  shall  also 

cense  another  feature  or  group  of 
eatures  released  by  the  distributor 
uring  a  given  period. 

Clearance — The  period  of  time, 
sually  stipulated  in  license  con- 
racts,  which  must  elapse  between 
uns  of  the  same  feature  within  a 
articular  area  or  in  specified  the- 
ters. 

Exchange  District — An  area  in 
•hich  an  office  is  maintained  by  a 
istributor  for  the  purpose  of  so- 
citing  license  agreements  for  the 
ichibition  of  its  pictures  in  theaters 
tuated  throughout  the  territory 
srved  by  the  exchange  and  for  the 
hysical  distribution  of  such  films 
iroughout  this  territory. 

Feature — Any  motion  picture,  re- 
ardless  of  topic,  the  length  of  the 
1m  of  which  is  in  excess  of  4,000 
pet. 

Formula  Deal — A  licensing  agree- 
»ent  with  a  circuit  of  theaters  in 
'hich  the  license  fee  of  a  given  fea- 
jre  is  measured  for  the  theaters  cov- 
red  by  the  agreement  by  a  speci- 
ed  percentage  of  the  feature's  na- 
onal  gross. 

Franchise — A  licensing  agreement, 
r  series  of  licensing  agreements, 
ntered  into  as  part  of  the  same 
ransaction,  in  effect  for  more  than 
ne  motion  picture  season  and  cover- 
ig  the  exhibition  of  features  re- 
used by  one  distributor  during  the  I 
ntire  period  of  the  agreement. 

Independent — A  producer,  distrib- ; 
tor,  or  exhibitor,  as  the  context  re- 
uires,  which  is  not  a  defendant  in 
jais  action  or  a  subsidiary  or  affiliate  J 
if  a  defendant. 

Master  Agreement  —  A   licensing 
greement,  also  known  as  a  "blanket 
leal,"    covering    the    exhibition    of] 
eatures   in   a   number   of   theaters, 
sually  comprising  a  circuit. 

Motion  Picture  Season — A  one- 
ear  period  beginning  about  Sep- 
amber  1  of  each  year. 

Road-show — A    public    exhibition 
f   a  feature   in    a   limited   number 
f  theaters,  in  advance  of  its  gen-  \ 
xal    release,    at    admission    prices 
igher      than      those      customarily 


A  FPROXIMATELY  6,800  theaters,  or  roughly  38  per  cent  of  the  nation's  total  number 
**  of  operating  houses,  are  located  in  non-competitive  situations — meaning  that  they 
have  no  opposition  in  their  bailiwicks — and  thus  fall  outside  the  competitive  selling  man- 
date of  the  New  York  Statutory  Court. 

Nebraska,  with  65  per  cent  of  its  houses  alone  in  towns,  is  highest  in  percentage,  with 
Minnesota,  Montana  and  New  Hampshire  following  with  60  per  cent  each.  Other  states 
and  percentages  of  towns  with  one  theater  include: 

Alabama,  32  per  cent;  Arizona,  40;  Arkansas,  40;  California,  20;  Colorado,  23;  Con- 
necticut, 20;  Delaware,  three;  Florida,  25;  Georgia,  30;  Idaho,  30;  Illinois,  30;  Indiana, 
30;  Iowa,  50;  Kansas,  45;  Kentucky,  45;  Louisiana,  30;  Maine,  50;  Maryland,  20;  Massa- 
chusetts, 20;  Michigan,  25;  Mississippi,  30;  Missouri,  35. 

Also,  Nevada,  30;  New  Jersey,  15;  New  Mexico,  40;  North  Carolina,  30;  North  Dakota, 
30;  Ohio,  20;  Oklahoma,  25;  Oregon,  50;  Pennsylvania,  25;  Rhode  Island,  30;  South 
Carolina,  40;  South  Dakota,  50;  Tennessee,  30;  Texas,  25;  Utah,  40;  Virginia,  45;  Ver- 
mont, 50;  Washington,  40;  West  Virginia,  45;  Wisconsin,  40;  and  Wyoming  30. 


charged  in  first-run  theaters  in  the 
areas  where  they  are  located. 

Runs — The  successive  exhibitions 
of  a  feature  in  a  given  area,  first- 
run  being  the  first  exhibition  in  that 
area,  second  run  being  the  next  sub- 
sequent, and  so  on,  and  shall  in- 
clude also  successive  exhibitions  in 
different  theaters,  even  though  such 
theaters  may  be  under  a  common 
ownership  or  management. 

Trade-Showing — A  private  exhibi- 
tion of  a  feature  prior  to  its  release 
for  public  exhibition. 


PARAMOUNT 


2.  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  is  a 
corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  with  its  principal  place  of 
business  at  1501  Broadway,  New 
York,  New  York,  and  is.  engaged  in 
the  business  of  producing,  distribut- 
ing, and  exhibiting  motion  pictures, 
either  directly  or  through  subsidiary 
or  associated  companies,  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  in 
foreign  countries. 

3.  Paramount  Film  Distributing 
Corporation,  a  wholly  owned  subsid- 
iary of  Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  is 
a  corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, with  a  place  of  business  at 
1501  Broadway,  New  York,  New 
York,  and  is  engaged  in  the  distri- 
bution branch  of  the  industry. 


FIRST  NATIONAL 


4.  In    1916    or   1917,   a    group   of 
exhibitors  which  controlled  many  of 
the   then   best   theaters   throughout 
the  country  organized  First  Nation- 1 
al  Exhibitors  Circuit,  Inc.    Although 
this    corporation    was    initially    or- 1 
ganized  to  function  as  a  film  buying  ! 
combine,  it  evolved  into  a  film  pro- 
ducing  company   first   by    financing 
the  production  of  pictures  by  others 
for  exhibition  in  the  theaters  of  its 
members  and  finally  by  producing  its 
own  motion  pictures. 

5.  The  members  of  this  First  Na- 
tional group,  consisting  of  many  of 
the  most  important  exhibitors  in  the 
United  States  controlling  many  of 
the  best  theaters,  became  franchise 


holders  of  the  distributing  company 
which  they  formed.  They  acquired 
not  only  the  right  to  exhibit  in  their 
own  theaters  the  pictures  produced 
and  distributed  by  First  National, 
but  also  they  each  obtained  the  right 
to  subfranchise  other  exhibitors  in 
their  respective  territories.  In  a 
short  time  there  were  some  3500 
franchise  holders,  representing  as 
many  or  more  theaters. 

6.  First  National  soon  began  to 
negotiate  for  the  services  of  well- 
known  stars  and  directors  in  the 
employ  of  other  producers,  including 
Paramount,  and  the  members  of 
First  National  began  to  refuse  to  ex- 
hibit Paramount  Films.  Such  well 
known  stars  as  Mary  Pickford  and 
Norma  Talmadge  went  over  to  the 
First  National  Group. 

7.  Many  of  the  theaters  owned  by 
members  of  First  National  had,  for 
a  long  time  prior  to  1918,  exhibited 
Paramount  pictures.  The  formation 
and  growth  of  First  National  grad- 
ually cut  down  the  number  of  Para- 
mount pictures  exhibited  in  the  the- 
aters of  the  First  National  group. 
By  1919  Paramount  faced  a  situa- 
tion where  a  group  of  owners  of 
many  of  the  best  theaters  in  the 
large  cities,  many  of  whom  had  been 
its  customers  in  the  past,  had  com- 
bined together  for  cooperative  buy- 
ing and  had  expanded  into  a  strong 
organization  which  distributed  its 
own  pictures  and  threatened  to  sup- 
ply its  members  with  enough  pic- 
tures to  permit  them  to  operate  with- 
out using  any  pictures  of  other  pro- 
ducers, including  Paramount. 

8.  In  these  circumstances  Para- 
mount determined  to  acquire  inter- 
ests in  theaters  of  its  own  so  that  it 
might  assure  itself  of  outlets  for 
Paramount  productions.  Prior  to  the 
fall  of  1917  Paramount  had  no  the- 
ater interests.  Between  1917  and 
1919  it  acquired  an  interest  in  two 
theaters  in  New  York  City  as  show 
windows,  to  replace  the  Strand  The- 
ater which  had  gone  over  to  the 
First  National  Group.  During  that 
year  in  conjunction  with  its  repre- 
sentative in  the  South,  it  formed 
Southern  Enterprises,  Inc.,  which  "ac- 
quired various  theaters  in  the  South. 
At  about  the  same  time  Paramount 
acquired  a  50  per  cent  interest  in  the 


Black  chain  of  theaters  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

9.  In  January,  1932,  Paramount 
went  into  equity  receivership  in  the 
United  States  District  Court  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York.  It 
stayed  in  equity  receivership  until 
March,  1933,  when  it  went  into 
voluntary  bankruptcy.  It  remained 
in  bankruptcy  until  June,  1934,  when 
upon  passage  of  Section  77B  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Law,  it  petitioned  for 
reorganization.  It  was  finally  reor- 
ganized under  its  present  name  in 
June,  1935.  During  these  years  var- 
ious companies  operating  theaters  in 
which  Paramount  was  interested 
were  themselves  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcy or  receivership  proceedings. 

10.  Some  of  the  theater  interests 
which  Paramount  held  at  the  time 
of  the  trial  of  this  action  had  been 
acquired  and  were  wholly  owned  by 
it  either  directly  or  indirectly 
through  subsidiary  companies  prior 
to  its  bankruptcy  and  reorganiza- 
tion. In  the  course  of  its  reorgani- 
zation, some  of  its  partly  owned  the- 
ater interests  were  created,  i.e.,  in 
some  instances  the  plan  of  reorgani- 
zation approved  by  this  court  pro- 
vided for  the  sale  or  other  disposi- 
tion by  Paramount  of  a  partial  in- 
terest (sometimes  amounting  to  50 
per  cent,  sometimes  more  and  some- 
times less)  in  theretofore  wholly 
owned  theater  operating  companies, 
or  companies  holding  legal  or  equit- 
able interests  in  theaters  or  theater 
operating  companies.  The  result 
was  the  creation  of  many  of  Para- 
mount's  present  partly  owned  the- 
ater interests. 

11.  In  the  course  of  the  reorgani- 
zation proceedings  Paramount  lost 
its  interests  in  some  theaters  and 
also  changed  its  relationship  with 
respect  to  interests  in  some  of  its 
theater  operating  companies.  The 
effect  of  these  proceedings  and  the 
policy  of  decentralization  inaugur- 
ated in  the  course  thereof,  was  that 
in  some  instances  Paramount  dis- 
posed of  a  partial  interest  in  com- 
panies theretofore  wholly  owned. 


LOEWS,  INC. 


12.  Loew's  Incorporated  is  a  "cor- 
poration organized  and  existing  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, with  its  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness at  1540  Broadway,  New  York, 
New  York,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
business  of  producing,  distributing, 
and  exhibiting  motion  pictures,  either 
directly  or  through  subsidiary  or 
associated  companies,  in  various 
parts  of  the  United  States  and  in 
foreign  countries. 


RKO  CORP. 


13.  Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Corpo- 
ration is  a  corporation  organized  and 
existing  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  with  its  principal  place 
of  business  at  1270  Sixth  Ave.,  New 
York,  New  York,  and  is  engaged  in 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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(Continued  from  Page  7) 
the  business  of  producing,  distribut- 
ing, and  exhibiting  motion  pictures, 
either  directly  or  through  subsidiary 
or  associated  corporations,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  United  States  and 
in  foreign  countries. 

14.  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.,  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation,  is  a 
corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, with  a  place  of  business  at 
1270  Sixth  Avenue,  New  York,  New 
York,  and  is  engaged  in  the  produc- 
tion and  distribution  branch  of  the 
industry. 

15.  Keith-Albee-Orpheum  Corpora- 
tion was  a  corporation  organized 
and  existing  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Delaware,  with  a  place  of 
business  at  1270  Sixth  Avenue,  New 
York,  New  York,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  business  of  exhibiting  motion 
pictures  prior  to  its  dissolution  on 
September  29,  1944.  Approximately 
99  per  cent  of  its  common  stock  and 
33  per  cent  of  its  preferred  stock 
were  held  by  Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
Corporation. 

16.  RKO  Proctor  Corpoi-ation,  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation,  is  a 
corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  with  a  place  of  business  at 
1270  Sixth  Avenue,  New  York,  New 
York,  and  is  engaged  in  the  business 
of  exhibiting  motion  pictures.. 

17.  RKO  Midwest  Corporation,  a 
wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum  Corporation,  is  a 
corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
with  a  place  of  business  at  1270 
Sixth  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  ex- 
hibiting motion  pictures. 

18.  RKO  was  organized  in  1928  by 
Radio  Corporation  of  America  large- 
ly for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an 
effective  means  of  developing  the 
use  of  its  motion  picture  sound  "re- 
cording and  reproduction  devices  in 
the  motion  picture  production  and 
exhibition  fields. 

19.  At  the  time  of  its  organization, 
RKO  secured  production  and  distri- 
bution facilities  by  merger  with  a 
small  company,  FBO  Productions, 
Inc.,  which  had  limited  production 
facilities  and  a  national  distributing 
organization.  RKO  invested  sub- 
stantial sums  to  modernize  these 
facilities. 

20.  The  formation  of  RKO  intro- 
duced a  new  and  substantial  competi- 
tive factor  in  the  production  and 
distribution  of  motion  pictures. 

21.  During  its  initial  organization- 
al period,  RKO  acquired  interests  in 
a  number  of  companies  operating 
circuits  of  vaudeville  theaters. 

22.  RKO  went  into  receivership  in 
1933  and  continued  in  receivership 
and  recorganization  until  1940.  At 
the  time  of  its  receivership  RKO  op- 
erated considerably  more  theaters 
than  its  present  total  of  106.  Dur- 
ing the  receivership  it  lost  57  the- 
aters. 

23.  The  organization  of  RKO  did 


Danger  of  Exhibitors  "Ganging  Up"  for 

Collusive  Bidding  Under  Decree  is  Seen 

Opinion  was  expressed  in  some  industry  quarters  in  New  York  yesterday  that, 
as  a  result  of  the  competitive  bidding  provisions  of  the  decree,  there  was  danger 
that  exhibitors  in  a  given  locality  .might  "gang  up"  for  collusive  bidding. 

However,  the  view  was  added  that  while  this  might  prevail  for  a  time,  any 
such  agreement  among  exhibs.  quickly  would  go  out  the  window  when  a  really 
hot  b.o.  bet  came  along. 


increase  competition  in  each  of  the 
three  branches  of  the  industry. 


WARNER  BROS. 


24.  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc., 
is  a  corporation  organized  and  ex- 
isting under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  having  its  principal 
place  of  business  at  321  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  New  York,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  business  of  pro- 
ducing, distributing,  and  exhibiting 
motion  pictures,  either  directly  or 
through  subsidiary  or  associated 
companies,  in  various  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

25.  On  April  4,  1923,  the  four 
Warner  brothers,  Harry  M.,  Jack  L., 
Albert,  and  Sam,  transferred  their 
business  of  production  and  distri- 
bution of  motion  pictures  to  a 
corporation  known  as  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.  (hereinafter  referred 
to  as  Warner). 

26.  Beginning  in  1925,  Warner  be- 
gan the  work  of  developing  sound 
pictures  under  license  and  agree- 
ments from  Western  Electric,  cul- 
minating in  the  production  of  such 
sound  pictures  as  "The  Jazz  Singer," 
starring  Al  Jolson,  in  October,  1927, 
and  the  first  100  per  cent  talking 
picture  "The  Lights  of  New  York" 
in  the  summer  of  1928. 

27.  The  Stanley  Company  of 
America  had  in  1928  and  for  a  year 
prior  thereto  about  250  theaters 
situated  principally  in  and  around 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey. 

28.  Negotiations  were  begun  with 
the  view  of  exchanging  stock  of 
Warner  for  the  stock  of  Stanley 
Company  of  America.  This  trans- 
action was  consummated  late  in 
1928. 

29.  With  the  acquisition  of  the 
stock  of  Stanley  Company  of  Amer- 
ica, Warner  acquired  250  theaters 
which  could  be  immediately  equipped 
with  sound  installation. 

30.  In  the  year  and  nine  months 
immediately  following  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  stock  of  Stanley  Com- 
pany of  America,  Warner  secured 
in  a  similar  fashion  several  other 
circuits  of  theaters  owning  theaters 
in  the  same  general  locality  and  a 
smaller  number  of  theaters  scattered 
in  various  other  parts  of  the  country. 

31.  In  1931  Warner  had  an  inter- 
est in  591  theaters,  the  largest  num- 
ber of  theaters  in  which  Warner  has 
ever  had  an  interest. 

32.  Today,  the  Warner  companies 
haVe  an  interest  in  547  theaters — a 
net  reduction  of  44  from  its  peak 
holdings  of  591  in  1931. 

33.  First   National   Pictures,   Inc., 


a  corporation  engaged  in  the  pro- 
duction and  distribution  of  silent 
motion  pictures,  had  been  organized 
as  far  back  as  1917  by  approxi- 
mately 24  exhibitors  on  a  co-opera- 
tive basis  for  the  basis  of  acquiring 
film  of  first  quality  for  exhibition 
in  their  own  theaters,  as  well  as  for 
distribution  by  them  for  other  the- 
aters in  the  respective  territories  in 
which  they  operated. 

34.  In  1928  Stanley  Company  of 
America  owned  1/3  of  the  stock  of 
First  National  Pictures,  Inc.,  all 
the  stock  of  First  National  Pictures, 
Inc.,  being  subject  to  a  voting  trust. 

35.  Warner  acquired  as  part  of 
the  Stanley  Company  of  America 
transaction  in  1928,  1/3  of  the  stock 
of  First  National  Pictures, -Inc. 

36.  At  or  about  the  time  of  the 
acquisition  of  the  Stanley  Company 
of  America  stock,  or  shortly  there- 
after, Warner  purchased  another  1/3 
of  the  stock  of  First  National  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  from  other  First  Na- 
tional Pictures,  Inc.,  stockholders. 

37.  Subsequently,  in  1929,  Warner 
acquired  the  remaining  1/3  of  the 
stock  of  First  National  Pictures, 
Inc.,  from  defendant,  Twentieth 
Century-Fox. 

38.  Vitagfaph,  Inc..  a  wholly 
owned  subsidiary  of  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.,  is  a  corporation  or- 
ganized and  existing  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a 
place  of  business  at  321  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  New  York,  and 
is  engaged  in  the  business  of  dis- 
tributing motion  pictures.  On  July 
20.  1944,  its  name  was  changed  to 
Warner  Bros.  Pictures  Distributing 
Corporation. 

39.  Warner  Bros.  Circuit  Manage- 
agement  Corporation,  a  wholly 
owned  subsidiary  of  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.,  is  a  corporation  or- 
ganized and  existing  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a 
place  of  business  at  321  West  44th 
Street,  New  York,  New  York,  and, 
among  other  things,  acts  as  booking 
agent  for  the  exhibition  interests  of 
the  said  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc. 


20th-FOX 


40.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film 
Corporation  is  a  corporation  organ- 
ized and  existing  under  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  having  its 
principal  place  of  business  at  444 
West  56th  Street,  New  York,  New 
York,  and  is  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  producing,  distributing,  and 
exhibiting  motion  pictures,  either 
directly  or  through  subsidiary  or  as- 


sociated companies,  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  States  and  in  foreign 
countries. 

41.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  pro- 
duces its  features  in  its  own  studio 
in  Los  Angeles,  Calif ornia^LL  "ib- 
utes  them  in  this  countryv  ^ougb 
thirty-one  branches  or  exchanges 
which  it  operates  in  the  principal 
centers  of  population,  and  licenses 
its  features  for  exhibition  in  its  own 
and  other  theaters. 

42.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  ac- 
quired its  initial  interest  in  theaters 
through  the  purchase  of  stock  in 
corporations  then  engaged  in  operat- 
ing theaters.  Since  such  original 
acquisition,  it  has  acquired  addi- 
tional interests  in  theaters,  some  oi 
which  were  acquired  in  competition 
with  other  defendants  and  with  in- 
dependent circuits  and  some  of  which 
are  new  theaters  constructed  by  it 

43.  National  Theaters  Corporation 
is  owned  and  controlled  by  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  Film  Corporation,  and 
is  a  corporation  organized  and  ex- 
isting under  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  with  a  place  of  business 
at  2854  Hudson  Boulevard,  Jersey 
City,  New  Jersey,  and  is  a  holding 
company  for  the  theater  interests 
of  the  said  Twentieth  Century-Fox 
Film  Corporation. 


COLUMBIA 


44.  Columbia     Pictures     Corpora- 
tion is  a  corporation  organized  and 
existing  under  the  laws  of  the  State 
of    New    York,    with    its    principal 
place    of    business    at    729    Seventh 
Avenue,  New  York,  and  is  engaged 
in   the    business    of   producing    and  I 
distributing  motion  pictures,   either 
directly  or  through  subsidiary  or  as- 
sociated companies,  in  various  parts  j 
of  the  United  States  and  in  foreign  . 
countries. 

45.  Screen  Gems,  Inc.,  a  wholly  ; 
owned  subsidiary  of  Columbia  Pic-  j 
tures  Corporation,  is  a  corporation  i 
organized  and  existing  under  the  j 
laws  of  the  State  of  California,  with  j 
a  place  of  business  at  700  Santa  I 
Monica  Boulevard,  Hollywood,  Cali-  I 
fornia,  and  is  engaged  in  the  busi-  \ 
ness   of  producing  motion   pictures.  | 

46.  Columbia  Pictures  of  Louisi-  I 
ana,  Inc.,  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  | 
of  Columbia  Pictures  Corporation,  is 

a  corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, with  a  place  of  business  at  150 
South  Liberty  Street,  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  and  is  engaged  in  the 
business  of  distributing  motion  pic- 
tures. 


UNIVERSAL 


47.  Universal  Corporation  is  a 
corporation  organized  and  existing 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware, with  its  principal  place  of 
business  at  1250  Sixth  Avenue,  New 
York,  New  York,  and  is  engaged  in 
the  business  of  producing  and  dis- 
tributing motion  pictures,  either  di- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 
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ectly  or  through  subsidiary  or  asso 

iated  corporations,  in  various  parts 


f  '^■Knited  States  and  in  foreign 
■oun  ~.  On  May  25,  1943,  its 
tame  was  changed  to  Universal  Pic- 
ures  Company,  Inc.,  when  a  sub- 
sidiary of  the  same  name  was 
.nerged  into  it,  but  Universal  Cor- 
)oration  was  the  surviving  corpora- 
ion. 

48.  The  corporation  named  in  the 
iromplaint  as  Universal  Pictures 
Company,  Inc.,  was  a  subsidiary 
Corporation  controlled  by  Universal 
Corporation,  which  was  engaged  in 
:  ;he    business   of    producing    motion 


National  meeting  of  Indie  Exhibitor  Groups 

To  be  Called  for  New  York  After  Jan.  15 

Detroit — Call  for  a  national  meeting  of  independent  exhibitor  groups,  initiated 
by  Michigan  ITO,  will  be  postponed  till  after  Jan.  15,  President  Sam  Carver  said 
yesterday.  Meeting  is  to  be  held  at  New  York,  and  to  seek  effective  action  in 
relation  to  film  charges  and  other  distributor  practices  on  the  home  office  front 
with  consideration  of  the  Statutory  Court's  equity  suit  decision  also  coming  up 
for  discussion. 


within     the     United 


independents 
States. 

66.  All  of  the  five  major  defend- 
ants have  a  definite  interest  in  keep- 
ing up  prices  in  any  given  territory 
in  which  they  own  theaters  and  this 
interest  they  were  safeguarding  by 
fixing  minimum  prices  in  their  li- 
censes when  distributing  films  to 
exhibitors  in  those  areas.  Even  if 
the  licenses  were  at  flat  rate,  a  fail- 
ure to  require  their  licensees  to 
other  80  per  cent  of  said  stock  was  stock  or  other  securities  in  any  maintain  fixed  prices  would  leave 
owned  by  Universal  Corporation.  On    other  of  said  defendants.  >  them  free  for  lowering  the  current 

May  25,  1943,  Universal  Pictures  58.  Neither  of  the  defendants  Col-  charge  to  decrease  through  compe- 
Company,  Inc.  (Delaware,  1925),  umbia,  Universal  and  United  Ar-  tition  the  income  to  the  licensor  on 
was  merged  into  Universal  Corpora-    tists  owns  any  theaters.  theaters  in  the  neighborhood.     The 

pictures,  prior  to"  its  merger  into  I  tion  (the  surviving  corporation),  ■0ll.nAtiinY%tr  PrvTYirmti'f-Tnv.  i  whole  system  presupposed  a  fixing 
'Universal  Corporation  on  May  25,  |  and  the  name  of  the  surviving  cor-  -T1  OUUCing  competition  0f  prices  by  all  parties  concerned  in 
•  1943.  '  poration  was  changed  to  Universal       5g   There   exists    active   competi     al*  competitive  areas.     There  exists 

49.  Universal     Film     Exchanges     Pictures  Company   Inc  tion '  among     the     defendants    and   &**  similarity,  and  in  many  cases 

'Inc.,  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  52.  Big  U  Film  Exchange,  Inc.,  a  otners  in  the  production  of  motion  identity,  in  the  minimum  prices 
■  Universal   Corporation,  i3  a  corpo-  [  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  Univer-   pjctures>  fixed  for  the  same  theaters  in  the 

ration  organized  and  existing  under  sal  Corporation,  is  a  corporation  or-  qq  ^one  of  the  defendants  has  licenses  of  all  of  the  defendants. 
;;he  laws  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  ganized  and  existing  under  the  laws  monopolized  or  attempted  to  mon-  67-  The  major  defendants  made 
with  a  place  of  business  at  1250  of  the  State  of  New  York,  with  a  opo\i£e  or  contracted  or  combined  operating  agreements  as  exhibitors 
Sixth  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York,  place  of  business  at  1250  Sixth  Ave-  Q£  conspjrec[  to  monopolize  or  to  re-  w^  eacn  other  and  with  indepen- 
and  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  nue,  New  York,  New  York,  and  is  strajn  trade  or  commerce  in  any !  ^ent  exhibitors  in  which  joint  op- 
listributing_  motion  pictures.  engaged  in  the  business  of  distribut-        rt      *   tbe   business   of  producing   eration  of  certain  theaters  covered 


UNITED  ARTISTS 


50.  The    Universal    group    of   de-    ing  motion  pictures 
.fendants   at   the   time   of   the   trial 
consisted    of    the    following    corpo- 
rations: (1)  Universal  Pictures  Com- 
pany,   Inc.    (hereinafter    sometimes 
jailed  Universal  Pictures),  a  Dela- 
ware Corporation  with  its  principal 
office  in  New  York,  New  York,  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  producing 
motion  pictures  and  distributing  the 
•same  through  wholly-owned  subsid- 
iaries;    (2)     Universal     Film     Ex- 
changes,    Inc.     (hereinafter     some- 
times   called    Universal    Film    Ex- 
changes),   a    Delaware    corporation, 
•  with  its  principal  office  in  New  York, 


motion  pictures  bv  the  agreements  is  provided  and 

61.  In  the  distribution  of  feature  minimum  admission  prices  to  be 
motion  pictures  no  film  is  sold  to  the  charged  are  either  stated  therein  or 
exhibitor;  the  right  to  exhibit  under  ;  are  to  be  J?1"^  determined  by  other 
copyright  is  licensed  means.    These  agreements  show  the 

62.  In  licensing  features,  each  of  express  intent  of  the  major  defend- 
distributor      defendants      has  ants  to  maintain  prices  at  artificial 


53.  United  Artists  Corporation  is 
a  corporation  organized  and  existing  the 

under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Dela-  agreed  with  each  of  its  respective  li- 

ware,  with  its  principal  place  of  busi-  censees    that    the    licensee    should 

ness   at   729  Seventh  Avenue,   New  charge  no  less  than  a  stated  admis- 

York,  New  York,  and  is  engaged  in  sion  price  during  the  exhibition  of 

distribution    of    motion    pictures    in  the  feature  licensed, 
various  parts  of  the  United  States        63.  The  minimum  admission  prices 

and  in  foreign  countries.  included   in  licenses   of  each  of  the 

54.  During    the    entire    period    in  eight  distributor-defendants  for  any 
question  United  Artists  Corporation  given    theater   are    in    general    uni- 

fNew  York,  engaged  m  the  business    distributed  photoplays  in  the  United  form,    being    the    usual    admission 

-of      distributing      motion      pictures    gtates   of   America   that   were   pro.  prices  currently  charged  by  the  ex- 

Uhroughout  the   United   States    (ex-    duced  by  Dayid   0    Seiznick,   Mary  hibitor. 
,cept   for   the    Metropolitan    District    Pickford,     Charles     Chaplin,     Hunt        64.  The  defendants'  licenses  are  in 

of  New  York  City),  a  wholly  owned    Str0mberg,    William    Cagney,    Bing  effect      price-fixing       arrangements 

•subsidiary    of    Universal    Pictures;    Crosby,  Edward   Small,  Sol  Lesser,  among  all  of  the  distributor-defend- 

P)    fig    U    Film    Exchange     Inc.    Lester  Cowan>  jack  Skirball,  Bene-  ants,  as  well  as  between  such  de- 

Whereinafter    sometimes    called    Big    dkt    Bogeaus,    Seymour    Nebenzal,  fendants  individually  and  their  va- 

U),  a  New  York  corporation,  with    Juleg    Leyey)    David    Loew>    ArnoW  rious  exhibitors.     Thus  there  was  a 

fts  principal  office  m  New  York,  New  pressburger,  Charles  R.  Rogers,  An-  general  arrangement  of  fixing  prices 
}ork'  engaged  in  the  business  oi  drew  Stone,  Constance  Bennett,  How-  in  which  both  the  distributors  and 
distributing  motion  pictures  through-  ard  Hughe3;  preston  Sturges,  J.  exhibitors  were  involved.  The  li- 
jout  the  Metropolitan  District  of  New  Artnur  Rank>  Edward  Golden,  or  censes  required  existing  admission 
wholly  owned  subsid-  corporations  with  which  the  afore-  price  schedules  to  be  maintained  un- 
said individuals  were  associated  and  der  severe  penalties  for  infraction, 
other  independent  producers.  In  the  case  of  such  exceptional  fea- 

55.  United     Artists      Corporation  tures    as    "Gone    With    The    Wind," 
maintains  26  branches  or  exchanges  "For  Whom  The  Bell  Tolls,"  "Wil- 

51.  Prior   to    May   25,    1943,    the    located      throughout      the      United  son,"  and  "Song  Of  Bernadette,"  li- 

<name    of   Universal   Pictures    Com-    states,  and  through  these  facilities  censed  for  exhibition  prior  to  gen- 

'pany,  Inc.,  was  Universal  Corpora-    it  distributes  and  has  distributed  all  eral  release  and  as  to  which  the  dis- 

ite    incorporated    m    Delaware    m    of  the  product  handled  by  it  during  tributors  were  not  satisfied  with  cur- 

1936.     It   owned   approximately   92    the  perfod  in  question  rent   prices,   they  would   refuse   to 

1per  cent  of  the  outstanding  common  ^  *  grant  licenses  unless  the  prices  were 

stock    of    a    Delaware    corporation    T  56.  Paramount  Picture  s     Inc.,  :*•     d 

which  was  incorporated  in  the  year    Loew's,    Incorporated;    Radio-Keith- 

1925  and  was  also  known  as  Uni-  Orpheum  Corporation;  Warner  Bros. 
jversal  Pictures  Company,  Inc.  .  Said  Pictures,  Inc.;  and  Twentieth  Cen- 
.corporation  last-named  had  its  prin-    tury-Fox  Film  Corporation  and  their 

"cipal  office  in  New  York,  New  York,  respective  distribution  and  exhibi-  licenses  have  agreed  with  their  li 
f  and  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  tion  subsidiaries  are  the  five  major  censees  to  a  system  which  deter- 
,producing  motion  pictures  and  dis-  defendants.  mines  minimum  admission  prices  in 
■•tributing  the  same  through  its  sub-  57.  As  between  the  eight  defend-  all  theaters  where  feature  motion 
i  eidiaries.  It  owned  all  of  the  out-  ants,  Paramount,  Loew's,  Fox,  RKO,  pictures  licensed  by  them  are  ex- 
panding  stock   of   Universal    Film    Warner,    Columbia,    United    Artists  hibited.     In  this  way  are  controlled    ce"se,es     °£    the    .same    distributor 

Exchange,  Inc.,  and  20  per  cent  of  i  and  Universal,  there  are  no  officers  the  prices  to  be  charged  for  most  of   whether   they   exhibit  on  the  same 

the   outstanding   common    stock   of   or  directors  in  common,  and  none  of  the  feature  motion  pictures  exhib-    "m  or  not.    The  total  effect  is  that 

Big   U   Film   Exchange,   Inc.     The    said  defendants  owns  any  controlling  ited  either  by  the  defendants  or  by  (Continued  on  Page  10) 


jiary  of  Universal  Pictures.  The 
;term  "Universal"  as  used  herein 
jmeans  any  or  all  of  the  Universal 
defendants. 


Finds  Prices  Controlled 

The  defendants  granting  film 


65 


levels. 

Master  Agreements  Cited 

68.  Certain  master  agreements  and 
franchises  between  various  of  the 
defendants  in  their  capacities  as  dis- 
tributors and  various  of  the  defend- 
ants in  their  capacities  as  exhibitors 
stipulate  minimum  admission  prices 
often  for  dozens  of  theaters  owned 
by  an  exhibitor-defendant  in  a  par- 
ticular area  in  the  United  States. 

69.  Licenses  granted  by  one  de- 
fendant to  another  disclose  the  same 
inter-relationship  among  the  defend- 
ants. Each  of  the  five  major  defend- 
ants as  an  exhibitor  has  been  li- 
censed by  the  other  seven  defendants 
as  distributors  to  exhibit  the  pic- 
tures of  the  latter  at  specified  mini- 
mum admission  prices.  RKO,  Loew's, 
Warner,  Paramount,  and  Fox,  in 
granting  and  accepting  licenses  with 
minimum  admission  prices  specfied, 
have  among  themselves  engaged  in  a 
national  system  to  fix  prices,  and 
Columbia,  Universal,  and  United 
Artists,  in  requiring  the  maintenance 
of  minimum  admission  prices  in 
their  licenses  granted  to  these  ex- 
hibitor-defendants, have  participated 
in  that  system. 

70.  The  distributor-defendants 
have  acquiesced  in  the  establishment 
of  a  price-fixing  system  and  have 
conspired  with  one  another  to  main- 
tain prices. 

71.  In  agreeing  to  maintain  a  stip- 
ulated minimum  admission  price, 
each  exhibitor  thereby  consents  to 
the  minimum  price  level  at  which 
it    will    compete    against    other    li- 

same 
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(Continued  from  Page  9) 
through  the  separate  contracts  be- 
tween the  distributor  and  its  li- 
censees a  price  structure  is  erected 
which  regulates  the  licensees'  abil- 
ity to  compete  against  one  another 
in  admission  prices.  Each  licensee 
knows  from  the  general  uniformity 
of  admission  price  practices  that 
other  licensees  having  theaters  suit- 
able for  exhibition  of  a  distributor's 
feature  in  the  particular  competi- 
tive area  will  also  be  restricted  as 
to  maintenance  of  minimum  admis- 
sion prices,  and  this  acquiescence  of 
the  exhibitors  in  the  distributor's 
control  of  price  competition  renders 
the  whole  a  conspiracy  between  each 
distributor  and  its  licensees.  An  ef- 
fective system  of  price  control  in 
which  the  distributor  and  its  li- 
censees knowingly  take  part  by  en- 
tering into  price-restricting  con- 
tracts is  thereby  erected. 

72.  The  differentials  in  admission 
price  set  by  a  distributor  in  licens- 
ing a  particular  feature  in  theaters 
exhibiting  on  different  runs  in  the 
same  competitive  area  are  calcu- 
lated to  encourage  as  many  patrons 
as  possible  to  see  the  picture  in -the 
prior-run  theaters  where  they  will 
pay  higher  prices  than  in  the  sub- 
sequent runs.  The  reason  for  this  is 
that  if  10,000  people  of  a  city's  pop- 
ulation are  ultimately  to  see  the 
feature — no  matter  on  what  run — 
the  gross  revenue  to  be  realized 
from  their  patronage  is  increased 
relatively  to  the  increase  in  num- 
bers seeing  it  in  the  higher-priced 
prior-run  theaters.  In  effect,  the 
distributor,  by  the  fixing  of  mini- 
mum admission  prices,  attempts  to 
give  the  prior-run  exhibitors  as  near 
a  monopoly  of  the  patronage  as  pos- 
sible. 

Common  Provisions 

73.  Among  the  provisions  com- 
mon to  the  licensing  contracts  of 
all  the  distributor-defendants  are 
those  by  which  the  licensor  agrees 
not  to  exhibit  or  grant  a  license  to 
exhibit  a  certain  feature  motion 
picture  before  a  specified  number 
of  days  after  the  last  date  of  the 
exhibition  therein  licensed.  This 
so-called  period  of  "clearance"  or 
"protection"  is  stated  in  the  various 
licenses  in  differing  ways;  in  terms 
of  a  given  period  between  desig- 
nated runs;  in  terms  of  admission 
prices  charged  by  competing  the- 
aters; in  terms  of  a  given  period  of 
clearance  over  specifically  named 
theaters;  in  terms  of  so  many  days' 
clearance  over  specified  areas  or 
towns;  in  terms  of  clearances  as 
fixed  by  other  distributors;  or  in 
terms  of  combinations  of  these 
formulae. 

74.  The  cost  of  each  black  and 
white  print  is  from  $150  to  $300, 
and  of  a  technicolor  print  is  from 
$600  to  $800.  Many  of  the  book- 
ings are  for  less  than  the  cost  of 
the  print  so  that  exhibitions  would 
be  confined  to  the  larger,  higher- 
priced  theaters  unless  a  system  of 
successive  runs  with  a  reasonable 
protection  for  the  earlier  runs  is 
adopted  in  the  way  of  clearance. 

75.  Without   regard   to  period    of 


Compulsory  System  of  Licensing  Assailed 

As  "Illegal"  by  Frohlich,  ColSs  Counsel 

The  compulsory  system  of  licensing  set  up  by  the  Statutory  Court's  decree  in 
the  New  York  equity  suit  was  assailed  as  "illegal"  yesterday  by  Louis  Frohlich, 
of  Schwartz  and   Frohlich,  who  defended  Columbia   Pictures   at  the  trial. 

Frohlich  indicated  that  if  the  Department  of  Justice  filed  an  appeal  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  he  would  similarly  move  on  behalf  of  Columbia. 

Meanwhile,  the  decision,  with  accompanying  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions 
of  law  and  memorandum,  were  under  close  study  in  all  home  office  legal  de- 
partments yesterday.  It  was  indicated  that  distributor  reaction  might  be  forth- 
coming today. 


clearance,  licensing  features  for  ex- 
hibition on  different  successive  dates 
is  essential  in  the  distribution  of 
feature  motion  pictures. 

76.  Either  a  license  for  successive 
dates,  or  one  providing  for  clear- 
ance, permits  the  public  to  see  the 
picture  in  a  later  exhibiting  theater 
at  lower  than  prior  rates. 

77.  A  grant  of  clearance,  when 
not  accompanied  by  a  fixing  of 
minimum  admission  prices  or 
not  unduly  extended  as  to  area 
or  duration  affords  a  fair  pro- 
tection of  the  interest  of  the 
licensor  in  the  rental  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  exhibition  of  the 
feature  licensed,  without  un- 
reasonably interfering,  with  the 
interest  of  the  public. 

78.  Clearance,  reasonable  as 
to  time  and  area,  is  essential  in 
the  distribution  and  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures.  The  practice 
is  of  proved  utility  in  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  and  neces- 
sary for  the  reasonable  conduct 
of  the  business. 

Run  of  Houses  Fixed 

79.  The  major  defendants  have 
acquiesced  in  and  forwarded  a  uni- 
form system  of  clearances  and  in 
numerous  instances  have  maintained 
unreasonable  clearances  to  the  pre- 
judice of  independents. 

80.  Some  licenses  granted  clear- 
ance to  all  theaters  which  the  ex- 
hibitor party  to  the  contract  might 
thereafter  own,  lease,  control,  man- 
age, or  operate  against  all  the  the- 
aters in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  exhibitor's  theater  thereafter 
erected  or  opened.  The  purpose  of 
this  type  of  clearance  agreements 
was  to  fix  the  run  and  clearance 
status  of  any  theater  thereafter 
opened  not  on  the  basis  of  its  ap- 
pointments, size,  location,  and  other 
competitive  features  normally  en- 
tering into  such  determination,  but 
rather  upon  the  sole  basis  of  whether 
it  was  operated  by  the  exhibitor 
party  to  the  agreement. 

81.  The  distributor-defendants 
have  acted  in  concert  in  the  forma- 
tion of  a  uniform  system  of  clear- 
ance for  the  theaters  to  which  they 
license  their  films  and  the  exhibitor- 
defendants  have  assisted  in  creating 
and  have  acquiesced  in  this  system. 

82.  The  defendants  have  acted  in 
concert  in  their  grants  of  run  and 
clearance. 

83.  Clearances  are  given  to  pro- 
tect a  particular  run  against  a  sub- 
sequent   run    and    the    practice    of 


clearance  is  so  closely  allied  with 
that  of  run  as  to  make  findings  on 
the  one  applicable  to  the  other. 

84.  Both  independent  distributors 
and  exhibitors,  when  attempting  to 
bargain  with  the  defendants,  have 
been  met  by  a  fixed  scale  of  clear- 
ances, runs,  and  admission  prices  to 
which  they  have  been  obliged  to  con- 
form if  they  wished  to  get  their 
pictures  shown  upon  satisfactory 
runs  or  were  to  compete  in  exhibi- 
tion either  with  the  defendants'  the- 
ater or  theaters  to  which  the  latter 
had  licensed  their  pictures. 

Reasonable  Clearance 

85.  Competition  can  be  intro- 
duced into  the  present  system 
of  fixed  admission  prices,  clear- 
ances, and  runs,  by  requiring  a 
defendant-distributor  when  li- 
censing its  features  to  grant  the 
license  for  each  run  at  a  rea- 
sonable clearance  (if  clearance 
is  involved)  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, if  such  bidder  is  responsible 
and  has  a  theater  of  a  size,  loca- 
tion, and  equipment  adequate  to 
yield  a  reasonable  return  to  the 
licensor.  In  other  words,  if  two 
theaters  are  bidding  and  are 
fairly  comparable,  the  one  of- 
fering the  best  terms  shall  re- 
ceive the  license.  Thus,  price 
fixing  among  the  licensors  or  be- 
tween a  licensor  and  its  licensees 
as  well  as  the  non-competitive 
clearance  system  may  be  term- 
inated. 

86.  Formula  deals  have  been  en- 
tered into  by  Paramount  and  by 
RKO  with  independent  and  affiliated 
circuits.  The  circuit  may  allocate 
playing  time  and  film  rentals  among 
the  various  theaters  as  it  sees  fit. 
Arrangements  whereby  all  the  the- 
aters of  a  circuit  are  included  in  a 
single  agreement,  and  no  oppor- 
tunity is  afforded  for  other  theater 
owners  to  bid  for  the  feature  in 
their  several  areas,  seriously  and  un- 
reasonably restrain  competition. 

87.  Loew's  is  not,  and  never  has 
been,  a  party  either  as  a  distributor 
or  as  an  exhibitor,  to  any  "formula 
deal"  license  agreements. 

88.  Master  agreements  which  cov- 
er exhibition  in  two  or  more  the- 
aters in  a  particular  circuit  and 
allow  the  exhibitor  to  allocate  the 
film  rental  paid  among  the  theaters 
as  it  sees  fit  and  also  to  exhibit  the 
features  upon  such  playing  time  as 
it  deems  best  and  leaves  other  terms 
to  the  circuit's  discretion,  have  been 
entered  into  by  the  distributor  de- 


fendants and  unreasonably  restrain 
trade. 

89.  Franchises  have  been  entered 
into   by   the   distributor  del"-1-  . Ats 
and  unreasonably  restrain  traue,  be- 
cause they  cover  too  long  a  period 
(more   than  one   season),   and   also 
because   they   embrace   all   the  fea^ 
tures  released  by  a  given  distributor 
90.  Loew's     today     has     out- 
standing   no    franchise    agree- 
ments for  any  theater  in  which 
it  does  not  have  an  interest,  and 
Loew's  is  not  currently  granting 
franchises.      During    its    entire 
history  Loew's,  as  a  distributor, 
granted  a  total  of  213  franchis- 
es, of  which  154  were  to  inde- 
pendent theaters  and  only  59  to 
those  in  which  any   other   pro- 
ducer-exhibitor had  an  interest. 

91.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  has 
not  granted  any  franchises  since 
June  6,  1940.  In  1938-39,  the  motion 
picture  season  in  which  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  had  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  franchises  outstanding,  there 
were  400.  Of  these,  361  were  with 
independent   exhibitors. 

92.  During  the  period  in  question 
Universal  entered  into  franchise 
agreements  with  727  independent  ex- 
hibitors and  43  affiliated  exhibitors. 

93.  Block-booking,  when  the  li- 
cense of  any  feature  is  conditioned 
upon  taking  of  other  features,  is  a 
system  which  prevents  competitors 
from  bidding  for  single  features  on 
their  individual  merits. 

Tradeshows  Required 

94.  For  many  years  the  distributor 
defendants,  except  United  Artists 
Corporation,  licensed  their  films  in 
"blocks,"  or  indivisible  groups,  be- 
fore they  had  been  actually  pro- 
duced. In  such  cases  the  only  knowl- 
edge prospective  exhibitors  had  of 
the  films  which  they  had  contracted 
for  was  from  a  description  of  each 
picture  by  title,  plot  and  players.  In 
many  cases  licenses  for  all  the  films 
had  to  be  accepted  in  order  to  ob- 
tain any,  though  sometimes  the  ex- 
hibitor was  given  a  right  of  subse- 
quent cancellation  for  a  certain  num- 
ber of  pictures.  Because  of  com- 
plaints of  block  booking  and  blind- 
selling  based  upon  the  supposed  un- 
fairness of  contracts  which  often  in- 
cludes pictures  the  inferior  quality 
of  which  could  not  be  known,  Sec- 
tions III  and  IV  of  the  consent  decree 
required  the  five  consenting  dis- 
tributors to  trade-show  their  films 
before  offering  them  for  license  and 
limited  the  number  which  might  be 
included  in  any  contract  to  five. 
More  than  one  block  of  five,  how- 
ever, could  be  licensed  where  the  con- 
tents of  any  had  been  trade-shown. 
While  this  restriction  in  the  consent 
decree  has  now  ceased  by  time  lim- 
itation, the  consenting  distributors 
have  continued  to  observe  the  re- 
striction. The  non-assenting  dis* 
tributors  have  retained  up  to  the 
present  time  their  previous  methods 
of  licensing  in  blocks,  but  have  al- 
lowed their  customers  considerable 
freedom  to  cancel  the  license  as  to  a 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 
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l  Continued  from  Page  10) 
rcentage  of  the  pictures  contracted 
or.  •    -    .. 

95.  United.  Artists  did  not  at  any 
-,Lme  license  the  exhibition  of  its  pic- 

.'l^Bk  blocks  but  on  the  contrary 
ceiii.  ythe  exhibition  of  its  pic- 
lires  separately  and  individually. 

96.  During  the  period  in  question 
•|nited  Artists  did  not  condition  the 

censing  of  any  photoplay  in  any 
xhibitor's  theater  upon  that  ex- 
ibitor's  agreement  to  license  other 
jfnited  photoplays  for  exhibition  in 
aid  theater. 

97.  Blind-selling  is  a  practice 
'hereby  a  distributor  licenses  a  fea- 
are  before  the  exhibitor  is  afforded 
n  opportunity  to  view  it. 

Showings  Not  Crowded 

98.  Since  the  consent  decree 
of  November  20,  1940,  the  five 
major  defendants  have  given 
each  exhibitor,  whether  a  de- 
fendant or  independent,  an  op- 
portunity at  trade  shows  to  view 
each  feature  before  licensing  it. 
In  general,  trade  shows,  which 
are  designed  to  prevent  blind- 
selling,  are  poorly  attended  by 
exhibitors, 
99.  During  the  1943-44  season,  the 


24  ARBITRATION  CASES  PENDING 


TWENTY-THREE  complaints  are  now  pending  before  various  arbitration  tribunals,  ac- 
cording to  James  J.  Murphy,  assistant  executive  director  of  the  Motion  Picture  Arbitra- 
tion System. 

"However,"  Murphy  said  yesterday,  "it  is  impossible  to  predict  the  length  of  time  it 
will  take  to  dispose  of  these  complaints  for  it  depends  upon  the  participants  rather  than 
the  arbitrators." 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Statutory  Court's  decree  in  the  New  York  equity  suit,  awards 
made  in  the  cases  now  pending  will  continue  to  be  enforceable.  The  Court  ordered  liquida- 
tion of  the  arbitration  system  which  had  been  established  by  the  consent  decree,  but  in 
an  accompanying  memorandum  praised  the  "rare  efficiency"  of  the  tribunals  and  "strongly 
recommended  that  some  such  system  be  continued  in  order  to  avoid  cumbersome  and 
dilatory  court  legislation." 


and  in  such  case  such  unit  shall  be 
licensed  separate  and  apart  from  any 
other  motion  picture  marketed  by 
United,  with  the  exception  that  in 
those  countries  where  it  is  the  cus- 
tom to  market  all  of  the  motion  pic- 
tures on  one  contract,  United  shall 
adhere  to  the  prevailing  custom. 

"The  Producer  shall  have  the  right 
to  designate  a  representative  for  the 
territories  hereinafter  specified.  The 
Producer  shall  bear  all  the  expenses 
of  such  representative.  Such  repre- 
sentative must  have  an  office  in  the 
central  location  of  such  territory, 
and  if  so  United  shall  submit  to  such 
representative  for  his  approval  or 
rejection  all  proposed  written  con- 
tracts with  exhibitors  for  that  terri- 


aters  on  features  distributed  by  RKO    good  year  and  has  handled  as  low 

alone.  as  4   in   distribution  in  a  releasing  j  tory.    The  territories  and  their  cen- 

103.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  pro-    season.  tral  location  are  as  follows: 


duced  less  than  9  per  cent  of  the  to-  108.  At  no  time  during  the  period 

tal    number   of   features   nationally  in  question  did  United  Artists  dis- 

distributed  in  the  United  States  dur-  tribute  more  than  5  per  cent  of  the 

ing  each  year  between  1936-37  and  feature  photoplays  American  made 

1944-45.  and  distributed  in  the  United  States 

104.  Universal    has    customarily  of  America  and  generally  distributed 

produced  at  its  studios  at  Universal  less  than  5  per  cent  of  such  releases. 

City,    California,    during   each    the- ;  109.  That     in     each     distribution 


Central 

Territory  Location 

United  States 

and  Canada New  York 

British  Isles London 

Australia    Sydney 

"Producer  agrees   that  such   sub- 
mission   shall    not    be    necessary    if 


atrical  year  (commencing  on  or  !  agreement  with  each  producer  using  |  made  impractical  by  conditions  be- 
about  September  1st)  between  45  the  facilities  of  United  Artists  for  i  y0nd  the  control  of  United,  such  as 
and   50   feature-length   motion   pic-    distribution     among     other     things  j  conditions  arising  out  of  war. 


,  ture     photoplays,     seven     so-called    there  appears  substantially  the  fol- 
; umber  of  features   distributed   by ;  Westerns,  four  serials,   15  two-reel   lowing  language: 


ight  distributor-defendants  and  the 
aree  other  national  distributors 
-ere  as  follows: 

Percentages  of  Total 


„;;■  is 

ox 33 

Dew's    33 

aramount     ......  31 

={KO      ." 38 

;'arner     19 

olumbia    41 

nited  Artiste 16 

nlversal    49 


§"8 

S*S 
BsfiB 

8.31% 
8.31% 
7.81  % 
9.5.7% 
4.79% 

10.32% 
4.04% 

12.34% 


El 

9.85  % 
9.85% 
9.25% 

11.34% 
5.67% 

12.24% 
4.78% 

14.83% 


subjects,  30  single-reel  subjects  and 
104  newsreels. 

105.  Said    motion    pictures    were   , 
distributed    by    Universal    and    U_   efforts  to  the  proper  marketing  and 


UA  Sales  Contract 

"United  agrees  to  devote  its  best 


Sub-total    ......    260 

ther  National  Distributors 
epnblic 


Features  .  . 
"Westerns" 
onogTam — 
Features  .  . 
"Westerns" 
JBC— 
Features  .  . 
"Westerns" 


29 
30 


26 
18 


20 
16 


14.86%         8.66% 


10.58% 


9.07% 


7.76  % 


5.97% 


137  397  100% 


100% 


335 


Sub- total. 
atal  without 
"Westerns" 

100.  The  percentage  of  fea- 
tures on  the  market  which  any 
of  the  five  major  defendants 
could  play  In  its  own  theaters 
would  be  relatively  small  and  in 
no-wise  approximates  a  monop- 


'.:  features  was  derived  from  such 
idependently   produced  features. 
102.  It  would  be  financially  impos- 
ble   for   RKO   to   operate   its   the- 


censed  for  exhibition  by  motion  pic  SffS^J*   5*   motion  pictures 

ture  theaters  throughout  the  United  delivered  hereunder  m  all  the  terri- 

o^„f^    u„  ,v,^Q„„  Jf  o  o„=+o.v,  nf  qi  tones  licensed  hereunder  wherein  it 

fxtwi^Slnvarfoufstites  customarily    markets     motion     pic- 

in  the  United  States,  from  the  East  ^res'  a"f.  to  f kefflsuchf  meeting 

Coast  to  the  West  Coast  and  from  as  complete  and  efficient  as  practi- 

Canada   to  the   Southern  boundary.  fbl<V°    that    'the    gross    returns 

Universal   also   maintained   a   home  I  *">»  *}e  m"*et"»*  <*  the  Product 

hereunder  shall  be  as  large  as  pos- 
sible and  at  the  same  time  consistent 
with  the  sound  business  policy  of 
United. 

"United  will  use  its  best  efforts  to 
procure  prices,  license  fees  and  rent- 
als in  a  fair  and  open  market  rea- 
sonably satisfactory  to  the  Producer. 

"Exhibition  Contracts:  The  exhibi- 
tion contracts  for  each  of  such  mo- 
tion pictures  delivered  hereunder 
shall  be  made  separate  and  apart 
from  the  exhibition  contract  of  any 
other  motion  picture  marketed  by 
United,  with  the  exception  that  in 
territories  other  than  the  United 
States  where  it  is  customary  to  in- 
clude more  than  one  motion  picture 
on  a  contract,  the  Producer  author- 
izes United  to  market  its  product  in 
accordance  with  that  custom.  In  no 
event,  however,  shall  any  motion  pic- 
ture of  the  Producer  be  used  to  en- 
force the  licensing,  leasing  or  other 
disposition  of  any  other  motion  pic- 
ture marketed  by  United,  and  in 
such  territory  where  it  is  the  custom 
to  include  on  one  contract  more  than 
one  motion  picture  United  shall  set 
out  the  respective  license  fees  for 
each  motion  picture  after  the  name 
of  such  motion  picture. 

"United  agrees  upon  the  written 
direction  of  Producer  that  United 
shall  market  wherever  permissible 
the  motion  pictures  designated  by 
the  Producer  or  its  agent  as  a  unit, 


office  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

Pix  Credits  Offered 

106.  In  marketing  its  motion  pic- 
tures, Universal's  usual  and  custom- 
ary practice  was  to  offer  a  license  to 
exhibitors,  by  title  and  description 
as  aforesaid,  its  entire  line  of  pic- 
tures, consisting  of  feature-length 
motion  picture  photoplays,  West- 
erns, short-subjects  (consisting  of 
serials  and  two-reel  and  one-reel 
pictures)  and  newsreels.  In  this 
way  approximately  50  feature-length 
motion  picture  photoplays,  a  group 
of  Westerns,  short-subjects,  two  so- 
called  "Special"  photoplays,  three 
features    produced    by    independent 

Producers,   and  newsreels,  were  of- 
ered    to    exhibitors    by    Universal 
each  year. 

106A.  During  recent  years,  in  ex- 


oply  of  film  exhibition 

101.  Continuously  since  its  organi-  I  cess  of  600  feature-length  motion- 
nation  RKO  has  distributed  features  picture  photoplays  were  released 
br  independent  producers.  The  par-  ,  each  year  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
'cular  independent  producers  whose  elusive  of  foreign-made  films.  Uni- 
;atures  have  been  distributed  by  versal  releases  of  feature-length 
!KO  have  varied  from  time  to  time,  photoplays,  including  Westerns  and 
i  the  nine  seasons  ending  1943-44,  so-called  Marquee  pictures,  during 
,3.8  per  cent  of  the  features  dis-  said  period,  equalled  approximately 
•ibuted  by'  RKO  were  independently  8  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
roduced,  and  28.4  per  cent  of  RKO's  feature-length  photoplays  released 
)ross  receipts  from  domestic  licenses    in  the  United  States  each  year 


107.  During  the  period  in  question, 
United  Artists  Corporation  distrib- 
uted between  20  to  26  pictures  a 
year    when    the    corporation    had    a 


"If  the  Producer  has  designated 
such  a  representative  for  any  such 
territory,  United  shall  submit  for  his 
approval  or  rejection  each  proposed 
written  contract  for  the  distributing, 
exhibiting  or  marketing  of  such  Pro- 
ducer's motion  pictures  or  any  of 
them  in  the  territory  in  which  such 
representative  is  acting.  No  such 
contract  shall  be  accepted  by  United 
if  within  three  (3)  succeeding  busi- 
ness days  following  the  date  on 
which  said  proposed  written  contract 
has  been  received  by  the  Producer 
or  its  representative  the  Producer  or 
its  representative  shall  return  such 
proposed  contract  to  United  with  its 
rejection  noted  thereon  or  appended 
thereto. 

UA  Option  Open 

"Should  the  Producer  or  its  rep- 
resentative reject  any  such  proposed 
contract  the  Producer  or  its  repre- 
sentative shall  have  fourteen  (14) 
days  from  the  date  of  rejection  in 
which  to  obtain  a  more  favorable  con- 
tract. Should  the  Producer  or  its 
representative  fail  so  to  do  the  orig- 
inal contract  shall  ipso  facto  be 
deemed  approved  unless  the  Pro- 
ducer or  its  representative  shall  have 
designated  its  original  rejection  as 
final.  No  proposed  contract  on 
which  the  rejection  has  been  desig- 
nated as  final  shall  be  entered  into 
by  United. 

"Should  the  Producer  or  its  rep- 
resentative at  any  time  agree  in 
advance  with  United  upon  the  rental 
terms  or  license  fees  for  the  dis- 
tribution, exhibition  or  marketing  of 
any  motion  picture  in  any  specified 
theater  or  situation,  United  shall  not 
be  obligated  to  submit  the  contract 
containing  the  terms  so  agreed  upon 
to  the  Producer  or  its  representative 
for  approval." 

110.  Various  contract  provi- 
sions  by    which   discriminations 
(Continued  on  Page   12)  •    J 
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(Continued  from  Page  11) 
against  small  independent  exhib- 
itors and  in  favor  of  the  large 
affiliated  and  unaffiliated  circuits 
were  accomplished  are:  suspend- 
ing the  terms  of  a  given  con- 
tract, if  circuit  theater  remains 
closed  for  more  than  eight 
weeks,  and  reinstating  it  with- 
out liability  upon  re-opening; 
allowing  large  privileges  in  the 
selection  and  elimination  of 
films;  allowing  deductions  in  film 
rentals  if  double  bills  are  played; 
granting  moveovers  and  ex- 
tended runs;  granting  roadshow 
privileges;  allowing  overage  and 
underage;  granting  unlimited 
playing  time;  excluding  foreign 
pictures  and  those  of  independ- 
ent producers;  granting  rights 
to  question  the  classification  of 
features  for  rental  purposes. 
These  provisions  are  found  most 
frequently  in  franchises  and 
master  agreements,  which  are 
made  with  the  larger  circuits  of 
affiliated  and  unaffiliated  thea- 
ters. Small  independents  are 
usually  licensed,  however,  upon 
the  standard  forms  of  contract, 
which  do  not 'include  them.  The 
competitive  advantages  of  these 
provisions  are  so  great  that 
their  inclusion  in  contracts  with 
the  larger  circuits  constitutes  an 
.  :'  unreasonable  discrimination 
against  small  competitors. 

111.  The  discriminations  re- 
ferred to  in  Finding  110  would 
appear  to  be  impossible  under  a 
system  where  the  exhibitors 
competing  fdr  a  license  to  ex- 
hibit a  given  feature  on  a  given 
'  run  do  so  on  a  parity  since  the 
same  offer  must  be  made  to  all 
prospective  exhibitors  in  each 
competitive  area. 

Competition  Removed 

112.  Agreements  were  made  by 
the  exhibitor-defendants  with  each 
other  and  their  affiliates  by  which 
given  theaters  of  two  or  more  exhib- 
itors, normally  in  competition'  with 
each  other,,  were  operated  as  a  unit, 
or  most  of  their  business  policies 
collectively  determined  by  a  joint 
committee  or  by  one  of  the  exhibi- 
tors, and  by  which  profits  of  the 
"pooled"  .theaters  were  divided 
among  the  exhibitors  in  or  owners 
of  such  theaters  according  to  pre- 
agreed  percentages  or  otherwise. 
Some  of  the  agreements  provide  that 
the  parties  thereto  may  not  acquire 
other  theaters  in  the  competitive 
vicinity  without  first  offering  them 
for  inclusion  in  the  "pool."  The  re- 
sult is  to  eliminate  competition  pro 
tanto  both  in  exhibition  and  in  dis- 
tribution of  features  which  would 
flow  almost  automatically  to  the  the- 
aters in  the  earnings  of  which  they 
have  a  joint  interest. 

113.  Other  forms  of  operating 
agreements  are  between  major  de- 
fendants and  independent  exhibitors 
rather  than  between  major  defend- 
ants. The  effect  is  to  aHy  two  or  more 
theaters  of  different  ownership  into 
a   coalition    for   the    nullification    of 


Distribs.  Limited  to  Flat  Rental  Requests 

While  Exhibitors  May  Rid  Percentage  Terms 

New  Haven — In  analyzing  the  New  York  equity  action  decree  yesterday,  Her- 
man M.  Levy,  MPTOA  general  counsel,  made  particular  note  of  the  fact  that, 
in  offering  pictures  for  bids,  the  distributor  can  ask  only  a  flat  sum  as  his  minimum 
rental.  On  the  other  hand,  Levy  emphasized,  the  exhibitor  can  offer  a  flat 
sum,  or  a  percentage,  or  a  combination  of  both. 


competition  between  them  and  for 
their  more  effective  competition 
against  theaters  not  members  of  the 
"pool." 

114.  In  certain  other  cases  the 
operating  agreements  are  accom- 
plished by  leases  of  theaters,  the 
rentals  being  determined  by  a  stipu- 
lated percentage  of  profits  earned  by 
the  "pooled"  theaters.  This  is  but 
another  means  of  carrying  out  the 
restraints  found  above. 

Theaters  Held  Jointly 

115.  Many  theaters,  or  the  corpor- 
ations owning  them,  are  held  jointly 
by  one  or  more  of  the  exhibitor-de- 
fendants, together  with,  another  ex- 
hibitor-defendant, in  some  cases  in 
conjunction  with  independents.  These 
joint  interests  enable  the  major  de- 
fendants to  operate  theaters  col- 
lectively, rather  than  competitively. 
When  a  defendant  or  an  independent 
owns  an  interest  of  five  per  cent  or 
less,  such  an  interest  is  de  minimis 
and 'only  to  be  treated  as  an  inconse- 
quential  investment  in   exhibition. 

116.  When  theaters  arejointly 
owned  by  a  major  defendant  and 
another  party,  it  is  evident  that 
both  joint  owners  wish  to  par- 
ticipate and  indeed  are  directly 
or  indirectly  participating  in  the 
business    of    exhibiting    motion 
pictures.    The   major   defendant 
thereby  eliminates  putative  com- 
petition between  itself  and  the 
other  joint  owner,  who  otherwise 
would  be  in  a  position  to  operate 
theaters  independently. 
117.  Such  joint  interests  as  those 
described     above     in     findings     112 
through  116  exist  in  a  great  number 
of  theaters,  a  summary  of  which  is 
set  forth  in  the  following  tabulation 
taken  from  RKO's  Exhibit  11: 
Theaters   jointly   owned   with    inde- 
pendents: 

Paramount .  '993 

Warner  ...'..'..'.•.■ 20 

Fox < 66 

RKO 187 

Loew's 21 

Theaters  jointly  owned  by  two  de- 
fendants: 

Paramount-Fox    6 

Paramount-Loew's  .........      14 

Paramount- Warner    25 

Paramount-RKO 150 

Loew's  RKO 3 

Loew's  Warner 5 

Fox-RKO    1 

Warner-RKO     10 

Total   1,501 

Theaters 
Of    the     above     theaters     jointly 
owned   with   independents,   the   fol- 
lowing number  will  not  be  affected 
by   the   decree,   since   the   defendant 


or  co-owning  independent  owns  less 

than  a  5  per  cent  interest: 

Paramount    177 

RKO    32 

Total   209 

Theaters 
Total  affected  by  the  de- 
cree according  to  RKO's 

Exhibit  11 1,292 

Theaters 
118.  In.  the  year  1945  there  were 
about  18,076  motion  picture  the- 
aters in  the  United  States,  of  which 
the  five  major  defendants  had  in- 
terests in  3,137,  or  17.35  per  cent.  Of 
the  latter,  Paramount  or  its  sub- 
sidiaries owned  independently  of  the 
other  defendants  1,395 — a  little  less 
than  half,  or  about  7.72  per  cent; 
Warner  501,  or  about  2.77  per  cent; 
Loew's  135,  or  about  .74  per  cent; 
Fox  636,  or  about  3.52  per  cent;  and 
RKO  109,  or  about  .60  per  cent. 
There  were  361  theaters,  or  about 
2.00  per  cent,  in  which  two  or  more 
of  these  defendants  had  joint  inter- 
ests, whether"  held  directly  or  indi- 
rectly through  stock  ownership  in 
the  same  corporation  or  through  a 
lease  or  operating  agreement.  This 
tabulation'  excludes  theaters  con- 
nected with  one  or  more  of  the  de- 
fendants through  film-buying  or 
management  contracts  or  through 
corporations  in  which  a  defendant 
owned  an  indirect  minority  stock  in- 
terest. It  includes  all  theaters  in 
which  each  defendant  otherwise 
owned  a  direct  or  indirect  interest  of 
any  amount. 

No  Theater  Monopoly 

119.  The  present  theater  hold- 
ings of  the  five  defendant-exhib- 
itors Paramount,  Loew's,  Fox, 
RKO  and  Warner,  aggregate  lit- 
tle more  than  one-sixth  of  all 
the  theaters  in  the  United  States, 
and  by  such  theater  holdings 
alone  the  defendants  do  not  and 
cannot  collectively  or  individ- 
ually, have  a  monopoly  of  ex- 
hibition. 

120.  On  Jan.  1,  1935,  Loew's  oper- 
ated in  the  United  States,  126  the- 
aters. The  first-run  theaters,  which 
are  engaged  to  a  large  extent  in  ex- 
hibiting Loew's  own  product,  Metro 
pictures,  -serve  as  "show-cases"  for 
those  pictures  in  the  areas  where  the 
theaters  are  located. 

121.  The  formation  of  RKO  re- 
sulted in  the  conversion  of  vaudeville 
theaters  acquired  by  it  into  motion 
picture  theaters  and  thereby  intro- 
duced new  and  substantial  competi- 
tion into  the  exhibition  field  in  the 
cities  in  which  each  of  these  the- 
aters was  located. 

122.   Ownership  and   operation  by 


RKO  of  theaters  in  certain  prin- 
cipal cities  of  the  United  States  en- 
ables RKO  through  the  utilization  «t 
the  facilities,  of  such  theaters  to 
plan  and  direct  the  first  exploitation 
of  the  features  which  it-diL  't-tes 
in  such  areas  in  a  more  V.  /  '-Odve 
manner  than  is  possible  in  areas 
where  RKO  does  not  operate  the- 
aters. 

123.  The  successful  exhibition  of 
a  feature  in  its  initial  runs  in  any 
area  is  widely  publicized  and  closely 
observed  by  subsequent-run  exhib- 
itors in  that  area  and  success  in 
exploiting  a  picture  in  such  exhibi- 
tions produces  increased  revenue 
both  for  the  distributor  and  for  sub- 
sequent-run exhibitors.  •  ■ ;  '• 

124.  Each  of  the  five  major  de- 
fendants is  able  to  co-ordinate  the 
initial  exhibition  of  its  features  in 
its  theaters  with  an  extensive  and 
accurately  timed  national  advertis- 
ing campaign.  .".'", 

Defendants  Compete 

125.  Twentieth  Century-Fox  i3  in- 
terested in  theaters  in  only  16  of 
th£  92  cities  having  a  population  of 
over  100,000.  In  12  of  these  16  cities 
f eatures  of  one  or  more  defendants 
is  licensed  £o  'independent  first-run 
exhibitors  competing  with 'Twentieth 
dentury-Fox '• '(New  York,  Seattle, 
Denver,  Portland,  Oakland,  San 
Diego,  Long  Beach.  Lob  Angeles, 
San  Francisco,  Spokane,  Sacramento, 
and  Kansas  City,  Kansas)  as  well  as 
to  other  defendants  having  theaters 
in  some  of  these  cities.  In  three  of 
the  remaining  four  cities,  there:  U 
also  first-run  competition  front 
others  of  the  defendants. 

126.  The  17.35  per  centof  the- 
aters    which   comprise   the   five : 
circuits  of  .the  major  defendants  . 
pay  from  35  to  54  per.  cent  of  : 
the  total  domestic  film  rental  re- 1 
8pectively  received  by  the  eight 
distributor    defendants    and    45. 
per  cent  of  the  total  domestic  I 
film    rental    received    by    all    of 
said  distributor-defendants.  The , 
five  largest  unaffiliated  circuits 
together    pay    less    than    5    per 
cent  of  such  rental. 
127.  The  major  defendants,  as  dis- 
tributors, during  the  1943-44  season, 
received  from  71  to  81  per  cent  of 
the  film  rental  that  was  paid  to  all 
distributors  by  exhibitors   affiliated 
with  the  five  major  defendants.  The 
minor  defendants  received  from,  2fi 
to  15  per  cent. of  such  rental  and  the 
independent  distributors  from  2h&  U 
4%  per  cent  of  such  rental. 

128.  During  the  1943-44  sea- 
son the  eight  distributor  defend- 
ants received  45.2  per  cent  of 
the  total  feature  film  rental,  re- 
ceived by  them,  from  theaters 
affiliated  with  the  five  major  de- 
fendants; and  54.8  per  cent  of 
such  rental  from  other  exhibi- 
tors. 

129.  In  some  situations  where 
Paramount  had  theater,  interests, 
other. defendant  distributors  licensed 
their  features  to  competing  theaters ; 
and  not  to  the  Paramount  theaters, 
and  in  some  cases  the  operating  com- 
(Continued  on  Page- 13) 
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(Continued  from  Page  12) 
anies  in  which  Paramount  was  in- 
rested  were  not  able  to  obtain  the 
ght  to  exhibit  the  features  of  some 
~  the  other  defendant  distributors. 
j  'JflfcjParamount  features  are 
lice.  A  for  exhibition  in  from  8,000 
'to  14,500  theaters  in  the  United 
States  annually.  The  number  of 
licenses  each  year  varies  from  fea- 
ture to  feature  and  from  year  to 
year. 

131.  In  21  of  the  36  out  of  the  92 
cities  where  Loew's  operates  the- 
aters none  of  the  other  four  pro- 
ducer-exhibitors licensed  its  features 
in  the  1943-44  season  for  first-run 
exhibition  in  a  Loew's  theater,  to  the 
extent  of  more  than  three  features, 
the  Loew's  theaters'  first-run  exhibi- 
tion being  otherwise  limited  to  its 
own  features  and  those  of  non  the- 
ater-owning producers. 

132.  Over  the  10  years  from  1935 
to  1945,  the  total  number  of  features 
licensed  by  the  other  four  theater- 
owning  distributors  to  Loew's  first- 
run  houses,  decreased  from  1,382  to 
998  and  the  features  of  non  theater- 
owning  distributors,  increased  from 
1,201  to  1,879. 

133.  In  1935,  the  other  four  the- 
ater-owning distributors  earned  $2,- 
611,986  from  Loew's  theaters  and 
the  non-theater-owning  distributors 
earned  $2,205,330  ($406,656  less).  In 
1944,  the  non  theater-owning  distrib- 
utors earned  $5,261,116  in  Loew's 
theaters,  which  was  $419,477  more 
than  the  $4,841,639,  earned  in  Loew's 
theaters  in  that  year  by  the  four 
other  theater-owning  distributors. 

134.  In  1944,  the  percentage  of  the 
total  film  rental  paid  by  Loew's  the- 
aters to  each  of  the  non  theater- 
owning  distributors,  Columbia  (8.8 
per  cent),  United  Artists  (8.3  per 
cent)  and  Universal  (7.4  per  cent), 
was,  higher  than  that  paid  to  each 
of  three  producer-exhibitors,  RKO 
(2.1  per  cent),  Warner  Bros.  (2.1  per 
cent)    and    Twentieth    Century-Fox 

i  (6.1  per  cent). 

Loew's  %  of  Rental 

,  135.  In 'the  year  1944,  of  the  total 
.film  rental  paid  by  Loew's  theaters, 
j[47.9  per  cent  was  to  Loew's  itself  for 
ijthe    exhibition    of    Loew's    pictures, 

and  27.1  per  cent  was  to  non  theater- 
L  owning  distributors.  Thus  a  total  of 
-75  per  cent  of  all  film  rentals  paid 

by  Loew's  theaters  went  "to  persons 

other  than  the  four  other  defendant- 
[  producer-exhibitors. 

136.  During  the  1943-44  season 
RKO  received  56.9  per  cent  of  its 
total  license  fees  from  independent 
theaters,  14.1  per  cent  from  its  own 
jtheaters,  and  (in  the  aggregate)  29 
per  cent  from  theaters  affiliated  with 
other  defendants. 

137.  In  the  1943-44  season,  of  the 
total  number  of  exhibitions  of  fea- 

!  tures  in  first-run  and  metropolitan 

-circuit    run    theaters    operated    by 

!  RKO,  23.1  per  cent  were  exhibitions 

Jof  features  distributed  by  RKO,  29.6 

;|per  cent  were  exhibitions  of  features 

I  distributed  by  other  theater-owning 

[.distributors,  and  47.3  per  cent  were 

exhibitions  of  features  distributed  by 

I  non  theater-owning  distributors. 


Kelley  of  N.  J.  Allied  Sees  Establishment 

Of  iVetc  System  of  Arbitration  as  Difficult 

E.  Thornton  Kelley,  business  manager  of  Allied  Theater  Owners  of  New  Jer- 
sey, commented  only  briefly  yesterday  on  the  Equity  Court's  final  decree.  "The 
Government  is  out  to  make  the  motion  picture  industry  a  competitive  business 
and  that's  what  they're  going  to  do,"  he  said. 

Kelley  added  that  he  personally  felt  it  would  be  difficult  to  set  up  an  arbitra- 
tion system  to  please  both  distributor  and  exhibitor  and  that  in  the  future  an  ex- 
hibitor would  have  to  take  his  case  to  the  courts  in  order  to  get  proper  relief 
from  distributor  inequities  or  violations. 


138.  In  the  4  per-war  seasons  of 
1937-1940,  Warner  derived  about 
61-6/10  per  cent  of  its  domestic  gross 
rentals  from  theaters  not  affiliated 
with  any  of  the  defendants,  about 
14  per  cent  from  theaters  in  which 
it  had  an  interest,  about  13  per  cent 
from  theaters  in  which  Paramount 
had  an  inisiest,  about  4  per  cent 
from  theaters  in  which  Twentieth 
Century-Fox  had  an  interest,  about  6 
per  cent  from  theaters  in  which  RKO 
had  an  interest,  and  less  than  1  per 
cent  from  theaters  in  which  Loew 
had  an  interest. 

139.  Of  its  total  domestic  and  for- 
eign rentals  Warner  received  about 
30  per  cent  from  abroad,  about  43 
per  cent  from  theaters  in  which  none 
of  the  defendants  had  an  interest, 
about  10  per  cent  from  Warner's  own 
American  theaters,  and  the  balance, 
about  16  per  cent  from  American 
theaters  in  which  one  or  more  of  the 
defendants  had  an  interest. 

Warners  Books  Loew's 

140.  Not  a  single  one  of  the  Loew 
first-run  theaters  in  the  39  of  the  92 
largest  cities  where  Loew  operates 
or  has  an  interest  in  first  run  the- 
aters licensed  a  Warner  feature  for 
exhibition  in  the  1943-44  season.  In 
the  same  season  the  Warner  the- 
aters regularly  exhibited  the  Loew 
features  in  many  of  the  28  of  the  92 
largest  cities  where  Warner  oper- 
ated or  had  an  interest  in  first-run 
theaters. 

141.  The  dollars  paid  by  Warner 
to  each  of  the  other  defendants  and 
by  each  of  the  other  defendants  to 
Warner  show  no  uniformity  of  pat- 
tern from  company  to  company  from 
year  to  year. 

142.  There  were  marked  variances 
from  year  to  year  in  the  sums  paid 
as  rental  by  the  theaters  in  which 
Warner  has  an  interest  to  United 
Artists,  Universal,  and  Columbia,  the 
non-theater-owning  defendants. 

143.  Between  1937  and  1944  the 
theaters  in  which  Warner  had  an  in- 
terest substantially  decreased  the 
amount  of  film  rental  paid  to  the  5 
theater-owning  defendants,  and  sub- 
stantially increased  film  rental  paid 
to  the  non-theater-owning  defend- 
ants. 

144.  Of  the  total  film  revenue  re- 
ceived by  Twentieth  Century-Fox  in 
1944  from  all  theaters  in  the  United 
States,  60.8  per  cent  was  paid  by 
exhibitors  not  defendants  in  this 
action;  14.1  per  cent  was  paid  by  its 
own  theaters;  1.26  per  cent  by  Loew 
theaters;  5.52  per  cent  by  RKO  the- 
aters; 13.46  per  cent  by  theaters  in 
which   Paramount  had  an   interest; 


and   4.82  per  cent  by  Warner  the- 
aters. 

145.  On  Jan.  1,  1935,  there  were 
13,386     theaters    operating    in    the 

j  United  States.    In  1945.  there  were 
j  18,076    theaters    operating    in    the 
United  States. 

146.  In  about  60  per  cent  of  the 
92  cities  having  populations  of  over 
100,000  there  are  independent  first- 
run  theaters  in  competition  with 
those  of  the  major  defendants  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  may  be  restricted 
by  the  trade  practices  found  to  have 
unreasonably  restrained  competi- 
tion. 

147.  In  about  91  per  cent  of 
the  92  cities  with  over  100,000 
population,  there  is  competition 
on  first-runs  between  independ- 
ant  theaters  and  theaters  of  one 
or  more  of  the  defendants,  or 
among  the  defendants  them- 
selves, except  so  far  as  it  may 
be  restricted  by  the  trade  prac- 
tices found  to  have  unreasonably 
restrained  competition.  In  the 
remainder  of  the  92  cities  there 
•is  always  competition  in  some 
run. 

Competition  Regardless 

148.  In  the  aforementioned  92 
cities,  at  least  70  per  cent  of 
all  of  the  first-run  theaters  are 
affiliated  with  one  or  more  of  the 
major  defendants.  In  4  of  said 
cities  there  are  no  affiliated  the- 
aters. In  38  of  said  cities  there 
are  no  independent  first-run  the- 
aters., In  the  remaining  50  cities 
the  degree  of  first-run  competi- 
tion varies  from  the  most  pre- 
dominantly affiliated  first-run 
situations,  such  as  Boston,  Chi- 
cago, Los  Angeles,  Philadelphia, 
St.  Paul,  and  Washington,  D.  C, 
in  each  of  which  the  independent 
first-run  theaters  played  less 
than  11  of  the  defendants'  fea- 
tures on  first-run  during  the 
1943-44  season,  to  the  most  pre- 
dominantly independent  first-run 
situations,  such  as  Nashville, 
Louisville,  Indianapolis,  and  St. 
Louis,  where  the  affiliated  first- 
run  theaters  played  at  least  31 
of  the  defendants'  pictures  on 
first-run  during  that  season.  In 
none  of  the  said  50  cities  did 
less  than  three  of  the  distribu- 
tor-defendants license  their  pro- 
duct on  first-run  to  the  affiliated 
theaters.  In  19  of  said  50  cities 
less  than  three  defendant-dis- 
tributors licensed  their  product 
on  first-run  to  independent  the- 
aters.  In  a  majority  of  said  50 

cities  the  major  share  of  all  of 


the  defendants'  features  were 
licensed  for  first-run  exhibition 
in  theaters  affiliated ,  with  the 
major  defendants. 

149.  Loew's  operates  first-run  the- 
aters in  36  of  the  92  cities  in  the 
United  States  with  more  than  100,- 
000  population;  in  every  one  of  these 
36  cities,  there  are  other  "first-run" 
theaters  exhibiting  the-. features  of 
one  or  more  of  the  other  defendant 
distributors;  in  21  of  these  36,  one 
or  more  of  the  other  first-run  the- 
aters are  operated  by  independents. 

150.  Of  the  92  cities  in  the  United 
States  having  a  population  in  excess 
of  100,000,  Twentieth  Century-Fox  is 
interested  in  first-run  theaters  in  16 
and  licenses  its  features  to  them.  In 
4  of  the  remaining  cities,  none  of  the 
defendants  has  theater  interests. 
This  leaves  72  cities  in  which  there 
are  first-run  theaters  operated  by 
defendants  other  than  Twentieth 
Century-Fox.  In  23  of  the  72  cities, 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  licenses  its 
features   to   independent   exhibitors. 

151.  Except  for  a  very  limited 
number  of  theaters  in  the  very  larg- 
est cities,  the  18,000  and  more  the- 
aters in  the  United  States  exhibit 
the  product  of  more  than  one  dis- 
tributor. Such  theaters  could  not  be 
operated  on  the  product  of  only  one 
distributor.  , 

No  Proof  of  Monopolizing 

152.  There  is  no  substantial 
proof  that  any  of  the  corporate 
defendants  was  organised  or  has 
been  maintained  for  the  purpose 
of  achieving  a  national  monopoly 
either  in  production,  distribu- 
'  tiori,  or  exhibition  of  motion  pic- 
tures, except  as  found  in  findings  - 
153  and  154  below:  < 

153.  In  localities  Where  there  is 
ownership  by  a  single  defendant  of 
all  the  first-run  theaters',  there  is 
no  sufficient  proof  that  it  has  been 
for"  the  purpose  of  creating  a  monop- 
oly and  has  not  rather  arisen  from 
th6  'inertness  of  the  competitors, 
their  lack  of  financial  ability  to 
build  theaters  comparable  to  those  Of 
the  defendants,  or  froin  ^he  prefer- 
ence :  of  the  public  for.  the  best 
equipped  houses  and  not  from  "in- 
herent vice"  on  the  part  of  these 
defendants.  .    •  :    : 

154.  The    illegalities    and    re-;,. 
straints  herein  found,  are  not  in 
the  ownership  of  many  or  most 
of  the  best  theaters  by  the  pro- 
ducer -  distributors,    but    in    ad-  j 
mission  price  -  fixing,  non  -  com- 
petitive   granting    of    rnns    and 
clearances,  unreasonable  clear- 
ances, formula  deals,  master 
agreements,  franchises,  block-  i 
booking,  pooling  agreements  and 
certain  discriminations  among 
licensees   between  defendants  j 
and  independents.    These  prac-  j 
tices,  if  employed  in  the  future, 
in  favor  of  powerful  independ- 
ents would  effect  all  of  the  un- 
desirable results  that  have  ex-  '. 
isted  when  the  five  exhibitor  de-  . 
fendants  and  their  subsidiaries  ; 
have  owned  or  controlled  numer-  i 
ous  theaters  in  which  the  defend- 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 
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Brandt  Hits  Decree 
For  Lack  of  Relief 


(Co-n firmed  from  Page  1) 
dependent    exhibitors    all    over    this 
nation  to  get  together  to  protect  their 
interests." 

In  an  exclusive  statement  to  The 
Film  Daily,  Brandt  said: 

"The  Court's  decision  is  an  open 
sesame  to  the  distributors  to  engend- 
er and  foster  cuthroat  competition 
among  the  independent  exhibitors. 
There  is  no  relief  of  any  kind  what- 
soever to  the  exhibitors  of  the  na- 
tion in  -this  decree.  My  own  personal 
opinion  is  that  unless  this  industry 
immediately  does  something  to  get 
together,  it  will  be  a  house  divided 
against  itself,  which  will  ultimately 
result  in  the  industry  being  placed 
in  legislative  hands. 

"The  danger  signal  is  up.  The 
warning  is  there.  Independents  must 
now  or  never  unite.  Distributors  and 
producers  must  get  together  with 
exhibitors  and  save  this  industry 
which  -most  assuredly  is  going  to 
hit  the  rocks  so  hard,  because  of  this 
decree,   that  it  will  never   recover." 


Tabloid  Reactions 
To  the  Decision 


(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
competitive    bidding     provisions    failed     to 
establish   sufficient  safeguards  for  the    in- 
die exhibitor. 

E.  THORNTON  KELLEY,  business  mana- 
ger of  ATO  of  New  Jersey,  expressed  the 
personal  viewpoint  that  it  would  be  difficult 
to  establish  a  new  arbitration  system  ac- 
ceptable to  both  exhibitor  and  distributor. 

LOUIS  FROHUCH,  of  Schwartz  fir  Fro- 
lich,  counsel  for  Columbia,  branded  the 
compulsory  system  of  licensing  set  up  by 
Hie  decree  as  illegal. 

HERMAN  M.  LEVY,  MPTOA  general 
counsel  first  to  make  a  detailed  analysis 
of  the  decision,  termed  it  "better  than 
might  have  been  expected." 

ABRAM  F.  MYERS,  Allied  States  board 
chairman  and  general  counsel,  in  Washing- 
ton, hit  at  the  decree  as  failing  to  meet 
the  suit's  "fundamental"  objective  of  break- 
ing up  a  monopoly.  He  regarded  the  knock- 
ing out  of  the  arbitration  system  as  cne  of 
the  decree's  most  important  provisions. 


5ET1D  BIRTHDAV 
GREETINGS  TO: 


Paul  Benjamin 

Marion  Davies 

Eddie  Gribbon 

Dorothy    Arzner 

Anna  May  Wong 


Jan.  3 


Jan.  4 


Ben    Kalmenson 

Herbert  L.  Smith 

Bill    Ornstein 

John    Loder 

Buddy  Kaye 

Sam    Dembow 


E..  B.   Price 

Virginia   Colleen   Alicoate 
John  Thye 
Jan.  5 
Edward  Sutherland  William    Wright 

Maurice   Grad 


Week-end  Report 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  The  American  Red  Cross  will  launch  its 
1947  fund  campaign  on  March  1  to  carry  on  its  post-war  activities  and 
to  extend  its  relief,  health  and  welfare  work.  ...  •  The  Waterbury 
(Conn.)  Democrat  has  been  sold  to  the  Waterbury  American-Republican 

by  the  publisher  E.   Vincent  Moloney Higher  costs   all  along  the 

line  forced  the  Democrat  to  exit  after  continuous  publication  since 
1881.  ...     ©It  looks  as  though  Monogram  will  be  first  under  the  wire 

with  "Kilroy  Was  Here" Dick  Hyland  and  Sid  Luf t  will  send  the 

pic  before  the  cameras  with  Jackie  Cooper  and  Jackie  Coogan  co- 
starring,  Jan.  15 Early  Spring  release  is  planned,  with  Cooper  and 

Coogan  making  a  p.a.  tour  with  it.  .  .  .  •  Natalie  Schafer  treks  to 
Hollywood  in  another  week  to  appear  in  Eagle-Lion's  "Repeat  Per- 
formance." ...  •  Western  Hemisphere  Films  will  mark  the  American 
opening  of  the  French  film  "Clandistine"  with  a  press  cocktail  party 
screening  at  the  Preview  Theater  Wednesday  afternoon.  ...  •  Red 
Book  Magazine's  motion  picture  award  for  1946  goes  to  Sydney  Franklin 
and  his  associates  for  making  Metro's  yearling  "The  Yearling."  Presenta- 
tion of  the  award  will  be  broadcast  on  the  SAG  program  from  Holly- 
wood Monday  night.  ...  •  Management  of  Jamaica's  Savoy  Theater 
did  the  unusual   the  other  night  in  tendering  a  testimonial  to  Andrew 

Baro,  fhe  house's  porter  for  the  past  15  years Baro,  who  is  "over 

75,"  was  presented  with  a  wrist  watch.  ...  •  Alex  Kahle's  still 
pictures  from  the  Hakim-Litvak  Production,  "The  Long  Night"  will  make 
the  salon  circuit  during  January,  February  and  March  as  a  feature  of 
the  top  photographic  shows  in  New  York  Baltimore,  Miami,  Chicago, 
San  Antonio.  Denver  and  Mexico  City 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  AND  THAT:  Olga  Lee,  formerly  with  Liebling-Wood 
and  Joseph  Gidding  have  formed  Lee-Gidding  Artist  and  Authors  agency 
with  offices  at  441  Lexington.  ...  •  The  1947  March  of  Dimes  cam- 
paign kick-off  will  take  the  form  of  a  luncheon  at  the  Hollywood  A.  C. 
in  Los  Angeles  on  the  15  th,  with  Gov.  Earl  Warren  of  California  as  the 
guest  of  honor.   ...     •  Arthur  Lubin  will  direct  "Penelope"  Conrad 

Bercovici's  new  play  at  the  Pasadena  Playhouse  in  about  a  month 

And  next  Fall  will  stage  the  New  York  production  for  Irving  Jacobs.  .  .  . 

•  S.  King  Funkhouser  and  Vail  W.  Pischke  are  now  associated  with 
Norman  M.  Littell  in  the  general  practice  of  law  in  Washington.  .  .  . 

•  Metro  driving  home  the  slogan  "This  is  the  Year  of  the  Yearling," 
ran  a  New  Year's  greeting  ad  for  the  picture  in   232   of  the  nation's 

largest   newspapers Through   Donahue  &   Coe,  its   agency,  Metro 

is  putting  a  $600,000  campaign  behind  "The  Yearling's"  release  in 
early  Spring.  .  .  .  •  The  Albany  Variety  Club  will  fete  Alex  Sayles, 
manager  of  the  Albany  Palace  tonight,  the  testimonial  dinner  marking 
his  25th  anniversary  in  show  business 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  AND  ENDS:  The  New  York  dailies  will  get  no  stars 
for  their  respective  crowns   as  a  result  of  their  handling  of  the  New 

York  statutory   court's    decree   in   the   New   York   equity   suit The 

dailies    last    Wednesday    either    missed    the    boat,    misinterpreted    the 

court's  findings  or  gave  the  story  scant  once-over-lightly  coverage 

The  worst  example  of  faulty  reporting  was  provided  by  the  New  York 
Herald-Tribune  which  misinterpreted  the  decision  in  a  five-inch  story, 
headlined,  "Eight  Film  Companies  Cleared  of  Sherman  Law  Charges." 

•  The  Walter  Reade  circuit  in  conjunction  with  WNEW  and  the  Harry 
Conover  modeling  agency  is  sponsoring  a  Conover  Cover  Girl  contest 
in  seven  Reade  New  Jersey  theaters.  ,  .  .  •  Have  you  seen  the  spread 
Al  Zimbalist,  Film  Classics'  ad-publicity  director  got  in  the  fan  mags 
on  "The  Westerner"?  ...  •  The  Omaha  Safety  Council  is  giving  a 
special  award  to  Bill  Miskell,  Tri-States  Theaters  district  manager  for 
distinguished  service  in  the  cause  of  safety  in   1946 

T  ▼  ▼ 


Divorcement  in  End 
Certain,  Stern  View 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
divestiture  of  theaters  would  be  the 
end  result.  /j_ 

Stern  pointed  to  the  decre\  .__  s- 
cifically  stated  violations  of  the  Sher- 
man Act  as  the  basis  for  a  reversal 
:  by  the  Supreme  Court.  Citing  as  ex- 
amples the  Crescent  and  Schine 
cases,  Stern  said:  "Supreme  Court 
precedents  reveal  that  the  legal  rem- 
edy in  anti-trust  suits  is  divorce- 
ment." 

Turning  to  the  provisions  of  the 
decree,  Stern  stated  that  he  didn't 
think  the  machinery  for  competitive 
bidding  could  be  effective  because  of 
•  insufficient  safeguards  for  the  in- 
dependent exhibitor.  He  felt  that 
there  were  loopholes  that  would  en- 
able the  distributors  to  circumvent 
the  intent  of  the  decision. 

Attacking  the  provisions  that  es- 
tablish competitive  bidding,  Stern 
said :  "It  is  impossible  in  any  given 
situation  to  determine  who  is  going 
to  be  the  highest  bidder  for  a  pic- 
ture unless  the  bidding  is  strictly  on 
a  flat  rental  basis."  He  thought  that 
the  companies  would  probably  begin 
competitive  selling  much  before  the 
Court's  established  July  1  date. 

No  H'wood  Comment  on  Decree 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Studio  executives  re- 
fused to  comment  on  the  New  York 
equity  decision,  referring  questions 
to  their  home  offices.  Robert  H. 
Poole,  executive  secretary  of  PCC; 
Donald  M.  Nelson,  president  of 
SIMPP,  and  Paul  Williams,  counsel 
for  Southern  California  Theater 
Owners  Association,  declined  to  com- 
ment until  they  could  see  a  copy  of 
the  decision. 


Rep.  Starts  New  "Liaison" 
Trailer  for  Eng.  Distrib. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
activities  at  California  studio  by 
viewing^these  short  versions  of  pro- 
duct months  before  finished  prints 
are  shipped. 

Carrie  Jacobs  Bond  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood— Funeral  services  were 
completed"  for  Carrie  Jacobs  Bond, 
84,  famed  composer. 


'Voice  of  the  Pee-pul' 

Birmingham,  Ala. — The  Birming- 
ham Theater  was  opened  here  by 
Southeastern  Amusement  Co.  for  per- 
sonal appearance  shows  and  bands. 
Bookings  are  in  response  to  a  news- 
paper advertisement  by  Manager  A. 
H.  Borinsky  asking  the  public  what  it 
wanted.  Of  900  replies,  80  per  cent 
wanted  personal  appearance  of  celeb- 
rities and  "name"  bands,  15  per  cent 
wanted  double  feature  movies,  3  per 
cent  single  feature  movies,  and  2  per 
cent,  "girl  shows." 
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Court's  Findings  of  Fact,  Conclusions  of  1  Law 


(Continued  from  Page  13) 
ants'  pictures  have  been  exhib- 
ited^ 

£iBk  Total  divestiture  would 
b«  ^urious  to  the  corporations 
concerned  and  would  be  damag- 
ing to  the  public. 

156.  Total  divestiture  would 
not  remedy  the  price-fixing,  sys- 
tems of  clearance,  formula  deals, 
master  agreements  and  fran- 
chises, block  -  booking,  pooling 
agreements  and  the  other  prac- 
tices which  have  been  found  un- 
reasonably to  restrict  competi- 
tion. 

157.  During  the  nine  pre-war  years 
t  1933-1941,  the  average  cost  of 
anerican  made  Warner  features 
Dse  from  $241,000  in  1933  to  $448,- 
00  in  1940.  By  1945  the  average 
bst  had  risen  to  $1,371,000. 

158.  In  the  past  the  foreign  busi- 
jess  of  Warner  has  been  exceedingly 
rofi  table. 

159.  With  the  cessation  of  the  war 
le  foreign  markets  for  Warner  pic- 
ires  are  being   severely  restricted. 

160.  The  arbitration  system 
created  by  the  Consent  Decree 
of  Nov.  20,  1940,  has  demon- 
|  strated  its  usefulness  in  dealing 
with  exhibitors'  complaints  of 
unreasonable  clearance  and  if 
extended  to  cover  differences 
which  may  occur  under  the  sys- 
tem to  be  established  by  the  De- 
cree herein,  will  be  effective  and 
result  in  quick  and  expeditious 
decisions  and  a  saving  of  time 
and  money. 

Conclusions  Of  Law 

1.  The    court    has    jurisdiction    of 

ds   cause  under   the  provisions   of 

le  Act  of  July  2,  1890  entitled  "An 

ct  to  Protect  Trade  and  Commerce 

gainst    Unlawful    Restraints    and 

Monopolies,"  hereinafter  referred  to 

?  the  Sherman  Act. 

i   2.  Universal     Pictures     Company, 

ic.  and  Screen  Gems,  Inc.  have  not 

|  olated  the  Sherman  Act  and  should 

i  dismissed   as   defendants  herein. 

3.  None  of  the  defendants  herein 
as  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by 
onopolizing  or  attempting  to  mo- 
^polize  or  conspiring  to  monopolize 
ie  production  of  motion  picture 
ms. 

4.  The  consent  decree  entered 
irein  on  Nov.  20,  1940,  does  not 
reclose  enforcement  in  this  suit  at 

lis  time  of  any  rights  or  remedies, 
hich  the  plaintiff  may  have  against 
ly  of  the  defendants  by  virtue  of 
Nations  of  the  Sherman  Act  by 
em,  except  such  acts  as  were  in 


iUEDDinG  BELLS 


Freeman-Shapiro 

Edythe  Freeman,  assistant  pub- 
;ity  director  of  Warners  metropoli- 
an theaters,  becomes  the  bride  of 
ick  Shapiro  on  Sunday.  The  groom 
the  auditor  of  Hotel  70  Park 
venue.  The  couple  are  flying  to 
orida  and  Cuba  for  two  weeks. 


Corfield  Hits  At  U.K.  Press 

Deplores  Idea  That  U.S.  Shuns  British  Pix 


John  Corfield,  British  producer- 
director,  deplored  the  recent  charges 
made  by  some  of  his  colleague- 
jountrymen  that  "British  pix  were 
nixed  by  Yankee  exhibs. 

"We  walked  away  with  the 
awards,"  Corfield  declared  at  yes- 
teday's  press  reception  at  the  Sher- 
ry-Netherlands Hotel.  "Would  seem 
to  indicate  no  discrimination  there," 
he  added,  referring  to  the  high 
praise,  British  films  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  New  York  film  critics. 

Corfield  emphasized  the  point  that 
since  exhibitors  are  business  men 
they  don't  permit  chauvinistic  prej- 
udices— even  if  they  have  them — of 
interfering  with  business.  "A  good 
picture,  so  far  as  I've  noticed,  gets 
a  decent  break  here,"  Corfield  said. 

Of  his  month's  stay  in  Hollywood, 
Corfield  was  rapturous  about  the 
climate,  the  people  and  the  techni- 
cal facilities.  "Rear  projection  is 
magnificent,  efficient.  Its  smoothness 
of  operation  is  something  unbeliev- 
able, or  as  they  say  out  there,  'It's 
out  of  this  world'." 

Schedules  are  about  the  same,  Cor- 
field said.  Other  points  he  mentioned: 


"Mobile  dressing  rooms  are  wonder- 
ful. .  .  .  War-time  developments  in 
equipment  have  not  yet  reached  Hol- 
lywood. .  .  .  You  are  using  1940 
equipment,  just  as  we  are  using  1938 
equipment.  .  .  .  I  believe  a  feature 
should  have  at  least  one  name  per- 
son who  carries  an  unknown,  unless, 
of  course,  you  have  an  outstanding 
story  that  is  known  internationally." 

Corfield  came  out  strongly  for  a 
London  representative  of  the  MPAA 
who  would  guide  producers  on  code 
practices.  Citing  the  instance  of  "Be- 
delia,"  which  he  made  recently,  Cor- 
field pointed  out  that  in  the  British 
version  the  woman  commits  suicide. 
"We  had  to  shoot  a  second  ending  for 
the  American  market,  showing  how 
her  attempt  at  suicide  was  frus- 
trated, and  how  she  must  accept  her 
just  punishment." 

Corfield  leaves  on  the  S.  S.  Queen 
Elizabeth  today  to  get  set  for  his 
next  two  productions,  "Milk  White 
Unicorn"  and  "High  Pavement." 

"Bedelia"  is  the  first  J.  Arthur 
Rank  picture  to  be  released  by  Eagle- 
Lion  Films  under  reciprocal  distribu- 
tion agreement  between  E-L  and 
Rank. 


acco;d  with  such  decree  during  the 
period  it  was  in  force. 

5.  None  of  the  defendants  herein 
has  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by 
combining,  conspiring  or  contracting 
to  restrain  trade  in  any  part  of  the 
business  of  producing  motion  pic- 
tures or  by  monopolizing,  attempt- 
ing to  monopolize,  or  conspiring  to 
monopolize  such  business. 

6.  The  defendants,  and  each  of 
them  are  entitled  to  judgment  dis- 
missing all  claims  of  the  plaintiff 
based  upon  their  acts  as  producers, 
whether  as  individuals  or  in  con- 
junction with  others. 

7.  The  defendants  Paramount  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  Paramount  Film  Distrib- 
uting Corporation;  Loew's,  Incor- 
porated; Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Cor- 
poration, RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc.; 
Keith -Albee  -  Orpheum  Corporation; 
RKO  Proctor  Corporation;  RKO 
Midwest  Corporation;  Warner  Bros. 
Pictures,  Inc.;  Vitagraph,  Inc.;  War- 
ner Bros.  Circuit  Management  Cor- 
poration; Twentieth  Century-Fox 
Film  Corporation;  National  Theaters 
Corporation;  Columbia  Pictures  Cor- 
poration; Columbia  Pictures  of 
Louisiana,  Inc.;  Universal  Corpora- 
tion; Universal  Film  Exchanges, 
Inc.;  Big  U  Film  Exchange,  Inc.; 
and  United  Artists  Corporation  have 
unreasonably  restrained  trade  and 
commerce  in  the  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition of  motion  pictures  and  at- 
tempted to  monopolize  such  trade 
and  commerce,  boLh  before  and  after 
the  entry  of  said  consent  decree,  in 
violation   of  the   Sherman   Act   by: 

(a)  Acquiescing  in  the  establishment 
of  a  price  fixing  system  by  con- 
spiring with  one  another  to  main- 


tain theater  admission  prices; 
(6)  Conspiring  with  each  other  to 
maintain  a  nationwide  system  of 
runs  and  clearances  which  is  sub- 
stantially uniform  in  each  local 
competitive   area. 

8.  The  distributor-defendants 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.;  Paramount 
Film  Distributing  Corporation; 
Loew's,  Incorporated;  Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum  Corporation;  RKO  Radio 
Pictures,  Inc.;  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  Vitagraph,  Inc.;  Twen- 
tieth Century- Fox  Film  Corporation; 
Columbia  Pictures  Corporation; 
Columbia  Pictures  of  Louisiana,  Inc.; 
Universal  Corporation;  Universal 
Film  Exchanges,  Inc.;  Big  U  Film 
Exchange,  Inc.;  and  United  Artists 
Corporation,  have  unreasonably  re- 
strained trade  and  commerce  in  the 
distribution  and  exhibition  of  mo- 
tion pictures  and  attempted  to  mo- 
nopolize such  trade  and  commerce, 
both  before  and  after  the  entry  of 
said  consent  decree,  in  violation  of 
the  Sherman  Act  by: 

(a)  Conspiring  with  each  other  to 
maintain  nationwide  system  of 
fixed  minimum  motion  picture 
theater   admission   prices ; 

(b)  Agreeing  individually  with  their 
respective  licensees  to  fix  mini- 
mum motion  picture  theater  ad- 
mission prices; 

(c)  Conspiring  with  each  other  to 
maintain  a  nationwide  system  of 
runs  and  clearances  which  is  sub- 
stantially uniform  as  to  each  lo- 
cal competitive  area; 

(d)  Agreeing  individually  with  their 
respective  licensees  to  grant  dis- 
criminatory license  privileges  to 
theaters  affiliated  with   other  de- 


fendants and  with  large  circuits 
as  found  in  finding  No.  110  above; 
(c)  Agreeing  individually  with  such 
licensees  to  grant  unreasonable 
clearance  against  theaters  operated 
by  their  competitors. 
(/)   Making    master    agreements    and 

franchises  with  such  licensees; 
(g)  Individually  conditioning  the  of' 
fer  of  a  license  for  one  or  more 
copyrighted  films  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance by  the  licensee  of  one  or 
more  other  copyrighted  films,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  the  United 
Artists  Corporation; 
(h)   The    defendants    Paramount   and 

RKO  making  formula  deals. 
9.  The  exhibitor-defendants,  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.;  Loew's,  Incor- 
porated; Radio-Keith-Orpheum  Cor- 
poration; Keith-Albee-Orpheum  Cor- 
poration; RKO  Proctor  Corporation; 
RKO  Midwest  Corporation;  Warner 
Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.;  Warner  Bros. 
Circuit  Management  Corporation; 
Twentieth  Century-Fox  Film  Cor- 
poration; and  National  Theaters  Cor- 
poration have  unreasonably  re- 
strained trade  and  commerce  in  the 
distribution  and  exhibition  of  motion 
pictures  both  before  and  after  the 
entry  of  said  consent^decree,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Sherman  Act  by: 

(a)  Jointly  operating  motion  picture 
theaters  with  each  other  and  with 
independents  through  operating 
agreements  or  profit-sharing 
leases ; 
(6)  Jointly  owning  motion  picture 
theaters  with  each  other  and  with 
independents  through  stock  in- 
terests in  theater  buildings; 

(c)  Conspiring  with  each  other  and 
with  the  distributor-defendants  to 
fix  substantially  uniform  mini- 
mum motion  pictures  theater  ad- 
mission prices,  runs,  and  clear- 
ances ; 

(d)  Conspiring  with  the  distributor- 
defendants  to  discriminate  against 
independent  competitors  in  fixing 
minimum  admission  price,  run, 
clearance  and  other  license  terms. 

10.  The  Formula  deals,  master 
agreements  and  franchises  re- 
ferred to  in  Findings  86,  88  and 
89  have  tended  to  restrain  trade 
and  violate  Section  1  of  the 
Sherman  Act. 

11.  Block  -  booking  as  herein- 
above defined,  violates  the  Sher- 
man Act. 

12.  Further  conclusions  of  law 
are  made  and  embodied  in  the 
decree  filed  herewith. 


Emil  Stern's  Kin  Dead 

Chicago — Mrs.  Rachel  Sachs,  80, 
mother-in-law  of  Emil  Stern,  Essan- 
ess  circuit  general  manager,  is  dead. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Elmer  Sichel,  Long  Island  booker 
for  Century  Theaters,  announced  the 
booking  of  his  biggest  attraction  of 
the  year;  a  six  pound,  11  ounce 
daughter,  Arline  Patricia,  born  to  his 
wife  Henrietta,  at  the  Bronx  Hos- 
pital. 
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MPTOA  Counsel  Hails  Auction  Selling  Ousting 


MPTOA  Counsel  Predicts 
A  Wave  of  Lawsuits  by 
Unsuccessful  Pix  Bidders 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
however,  that  the  forcing;  of  shorts, 
newsreels  and  Westerns  is  not  for- 
bidden  in  the  decision  as  was   the 
case  under   the  consent  decree. 
The  MPTOA  general  counsel 
emphasized  that  under  the  de- 
cree, a  distributor  in  asking  for 
bids    for    a    feature   may    name 
only  a  flat  minimum  rental  while 
the  exhibitor  can  offer  either  a 
flat  rental,  or  a  percentage,  or  a 
combination  of  both. 
Levy  also  warned  that  the  Court's 
language  in  attempting  to  show  how 
a  distributor  will  determine  a  suc- 
cessful bidder  is,  in  his  opinion,  "im- 
practical   and   impossible   of  fulfill- 
ment."   He  predicted  a  wave  of  law- 
suits on  behalf  of  unsuccessful  bid- 
ders in  an  industry  "already  sorely 
tried"  by  litigation. 

On  the  other  hand,  Levy  remarked 
that,  with  the  burden  of  proof  of 
reasonable  clearance  put  on  the  dis- 
tributor, the  exhibitor's  burden  in 
litigation  or  in  arbitration  is  greatly 
lessened. 

The  MPTOA  general  counsel 
regretted  the  Court's  reluctant 
elimination  of  arbitration  from 
its  decree.     Noting  that  he  had 
hoped  a  way  to  impose  arbitra- 
tion would  be  found,  Levy  said 
that   MPTOA   is   ready    to   join 
with  other  exhibitor  groups  and 
with  the  distributors  to  attempt 
to  set  up  an  arbitration  system. 
Levy  was  also  of  the  opinion 
that  the  elimination  of  defend- 
ants   from    buying    and    book- 
ing   combines    rang    the    death 
knell   for   such    combines    when 
they  are  operated  for  the  bene- 
fit of  more  than  one  exhibitor. 
Text      of      Levy's      commentary, 
which    noted    that    opinions    stated 
represent    personal    ones,    and    not 
necessarily  the  views  of  officers,  di- 
rectors or  members,  is  as  follows: 

"A  reading  of  the  decree  discloses 
tha't  the  exhibitor  attack  against  so- 
called  auction  selling  had  some  ef- 
fect.- While  the  decree  still  leaves 
much  to  be  desired  by  independent 
exhibitors,  it  is  better  than  that 
which  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  opinion  rendered  by  the 
Court  in  June.  This  much  is  very 
important: 

"The  decree  has  eliminated  the 
language  of  the  June  opinion  which 
was  susceptible  of  the  interpretation 
of  permitting  'auction  block  selling,' 
that  is,  going  from  theater  to  the- 
ater to  get  the  highest  bid. 

"You  will  recall  that  at  the  Court 
hearing  MPTOA  made  thi3  state- 
ment to  the  judges:  'Now  did  the 
Court  intend  by  those  words — and 
we  ask  this  as  amicus  curiae — to 
start  a  restricted  system  of  compe- 
tition in  the  industry  where  a  sales- 
man would  go  from  theater  to  the- 
ater to  get  a  bid  of  one  theater  and 
refer  that  bid  to  the  next  theater 
and  to  the  next,  and  in  that  way  get 


EQUITY  DECISION  APPEAL  CERTAIN 

Tburman  Arnold  Sees  New  Competitive  Bidding 
Section  Complicating  Selling 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


is  far  short  of  the  objective  of  the 
case. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Depart- 
ment   of   Justice    declared    that 
"there  seems  to  be  nothing  in 
the  new  decree  which  would  in 
any  way  alter  our  position  that 
divorcement  affords  the  only  real 
solution  to  the  problem  arising 
from  the  practices  against  which 
we  have  been  fighting." 
The  Government   has   maintained 
for  more  than  a  year  now  more  or 
less  openly  that  any  decree  brought 
down  by  the  New  York  court  can  be 
little  more  than  an  interim  measure. 
There  was   some  speculation   that 
an    appeal    to    the    Supreme    Court 
might   be    given   up    if    the    decree 
were  to  include  a  ban  on  cross  licens- 
ing. 

Judge  Thurman  Arnold,  counsel 
for  ATA,  said  that  ATA  "will  prob- 
ably have  to  appeal"  the  court's  pro- 
visions for  competitive  bidding.  He 
refused  to  make  any  definite  predic- 
tion before  consultation  with  ATA 
leaders  and  .also  admitted  that  he 
needed  more  time  to  study  the  new 


document.  Off-hand,  he  thought,  the 
new  competitive  bidding  section 
seems  to  accomplish  little  aside  from 
complicating  the  entire  selling  pro- 
cedure. 


Appeal  Likely,  Says  Coyne; 
Fabian  Statement  Today 

Robert  W.  Coyne,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  American  Theaters  Asso- 
ciation, said  yesterday  that  it  was 
the  impression  in  ATA  circles  that 
an  appeal  of  the  Statutory  Court's 
decree  would  be  in  order.  "Although 
it's  a  little  early  to  say  definitely 
what  we  will  do,"  Coyne  stated,  "the 
matter  has  been  turned  over  to  our 
counsel,  Thurman  Arnold,  and  an  ap- 
peal is  likely." 

Coyne  said  that  the  decision  con- 
tained substantially  the  same  pro- 
visions as  the  Court's  June  opinion 
and  that  as  far  as  the  so-called  modi- 
fications of  the  bidding  system  are 
concerned,  "auction  selling  is  in  full 
force  and  effect." 

Si  H.  Fabian,  ATA  president,  is 
expected  to  make  a  statement  con- 
cerning the  decree  today. 


the  highest  competitive  bid  ?  It  is 
hard  to  believe  that  that  is  what  the 
Court  intended.' 

"The  Court's  answer  was:  'We 
never  said  that  it  should  be  put  on 
the  auction  block  anyway.'  Where- 
upon we  asked  the  Judges  please  to 
draw  the  final  decree  so  as  not  to 
include  any  language  which  was 
susceptible  of  the  interpretation 
complained  against.  I  feel  that  the 
decree  as  it  is  now  worded  does  not 
open  the  door  to  'auction  block  sell- 
ing.' It  is  true  that  competitive 
bidding  is  provided  for  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  but  that  is  quite 
a  different  procedure  from  that  of 
the  'auction  block.' 

A  Layman's  Analysis 
"The  attempt  in  this  commentary 
will  be  to  present  the  analysis  in 
layman's  language  with  opinions  and 
interpretations  where  necessary  or 
proper.  If  you  find  any  aspect  not 
sufficiently  particularized  for  you 
please  do  not  hesitate  to  communi- 
cate with  me  for  further  elucidation. 
"(1)  The  Court  dismissed  the 
complaint  as  to  all  claims  made 
against  the  defendants  based  on 
their  acts  as  producers,  finding  that 
the  defendants  were  not  guilty  of 
any  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade 
through  monopolization  in  produc- 
tion. 

Clearance  Systems  Outlawed 
"(2)     The  following  are  outlawed 
and  forbidden: 

"(a)  The  fixing  of  minimum 
admission  prices. 

"(b)  Agreements  to  main- 
tain a  system  of  clearances. 
Clearance,  however,  may  be 
granted  to  the  extent  that  it  is 


reasonably  necessary  to  protect 
the  particular  run,  providing 
there  is  substantial  competition 
between  the  theaters  involved. 
The  burden  is  on  the  distributor 
to  prove  the  legality  of  the  clear- 
ance granted.  This  latter  is  a 
distinct  exhibitor  advantage.  All 
the  exhibitor  has  to  do  is  to 
charge  illegality  of  a  particular 
clearance,  and  it  is  then  for  the 
distributor  to  prove  otherwise. 
This  greatly  lessens  the  exhib- 
itor's burden  in  litigation  or  in 
arbitration. 

"(c)  Further  'franchises,'  and 
performance  under  existing 
ones.  The  same  holds  true  as  to 
'formula  deals,'  'master  agree- 
ments,' and  'pooling  agree- 
ments.' 

"(d)  Joint  ownership  of  the- 
aters with  another  defendant  or 
with  an  independent  where  the 
defendant  in  question  has  more 
than  a  five  per  cent  but  less 
than  a  95  per  cent  ownership  in- 
terest. 

"(3)  Distributors  may  not  con- 
dition the  right  to  exhibit  one  fea- 
ture upon  the  taking  of  one  or  more 
other   features. 

"Please  note  that  this  concerns 
only  features  and  not  'shorts,' 
newsreels,  etc.,  and  that  it  does 
not  directly  or  indirectly  make 
illegal  or  forbid  the  conditioning 
of  the  licensing  of  a  feature 
upon  the  licensing  of  other  items 
such  as  shorts,  re-issues,  West- 
erns, or  f oreigns,  as  was  true 
under  the  consent  decree. 
"If  the  license  agreement  covers 
more  than  one  feature,  the  exhibitor 


20%  Cancellation  Clause 
Valid  Only  in  Sales  of 
Quantity,  States  Levy/L  i. 

is  granted  a  20  per  cent  outright 
cancellation  privilege  as  to  pictures 
not  tradeshown  prior  to  the  grant- 
ing of  the  license,  provided  that  the 
cancellation  notice  is  given  within 
10  days  after  there  has  been  an  op- 
portunity afforded  to  inspect  the 
feature,  and  provided,  further,  that 
the  cancellation  privilege  is  exer- 
cised in  the  order  of  release. 

"This  20  per  cent  cancellation 
privilege  is  a  fruitless  victory 
unless  distributors  decide  to  li- 
cense five  or  more  pictures  at 
a  time.  There  is  certainly  noth- 
ing in  the  wind  today  to  indi- 
cate that  there  will  be  a  swing 
away  from  the  present  trend  of 
releasing  and  licensing  one  fea- 
ture at  a  time.  Also,  where 
competitive  bidding  applies,  the 
necessity  of  making  certain  that 
the  highest  bid  has  been  received 
from  the  same  exhibitor  on  each 
of  five  or  more  features  in  a 
group  presents  such  mechanical 
difficulties  to  distributors  as  to 
be  most  discouraging  and  im- 
practical, if  not  impossible  of 
accomplishment. 

"(4)  The  defendants  may  show 
their  own  pictures  in  their  own  the- 
aters on  any  terms  they  wish. 
The  Selling,  Method 
"(5)  As  to  all  theaters  except 
their  own,  however,  the  distributors 
must  offer  to  all  exhibitors  in  the 
same  competitive  area  their  terms 
for  each  run  requested  by  the  ex- 
hibitors, except,  of  course,  the  run 
chosen  by  the  distributors  for  their 
own  houses.  This  means,  in  effect, 
that  any  exhibitor  in  a  designated 
competitive  area  has  the  privilege 
of  requesting  the  terms  for  any 
run  he  wishes  whether  he  has  there- 
tofore had  that  run  or  not.  Con- 
ceivably, an  exhibitor  with  a  fifth 
run  neighborhood  house  may  bid  for 
second  run  or  even  first  run  if  the 
particular  distributor  has  no  the- 
ater in  that  town  or  for  some  reason 
does  not  choose  to  show  the  picture 
in  its  own  house.  The  license  in 
this  instance,  as  in  all  others,  shall 
be  granted  solely  on  merit  and 
'without  discrimination  in  favor  of 
affiliates,  old  customers  or  others.' 
This  provision  is  actually  one  of 
'guaranty  of  some  run'  and  is  most 
important  to  all  exhibitors, 
means  that  the  exhibitor  may  name 
his  run  and  that  the  distributor  must 
offer  to  him  the  same  terms  for  that 
run  that  the  distributor  is  offering 
to  any  other  exhibitor  in  that  same 
competitive  area  for  that  particular 
run.  The  requirement  is  that  the; 
terms  of  the  distributor  be  'uniform.' ; 
"(6)  If  a  run  is  desired  or  one 
is  offered  which  excludes  'simul- 
taneous exhibition,'  that  is,  an  ex- 
clusive run  in  the  particular  com- 
petitive area  for  the  period  of  time 
in  question,  the  distributor  must,  not 
less  than  30  days  in  advance  of  the 
time  when  bids  will  be  received  by 
(Continued  on  Page   17> 
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idding  Provisions  "Impractical",  Asserts  Levy 


istributors  Empowered  to 
tonne  Highest  Bidder 
n  Case  of  Equal  Bids 


.Continued  from  Page  16) 
jit,  notify  all  exhibitors  in  the  area  as 
'.-o  the  following: 

"(a)  A  flat  rental  sum  which 
will  represent  the  minimum  sum 
the  distributor  wants  for  such 
license.  Please  note  that  the 
distributor  may  name  only  a  flat 
rental  sum. 

"(b)  Number  of  days  to  be 
played. 

"(c)  Time  when  the  exhibi- 
tion is  to  commence. 

"(d)     Availability  and  clear- 
ance, if  any,  to  be  granted. 
"Within   15   days   after  receiving 
i  his  notice  from  the  distributor  the 
exhibitor  may   submit  his   bid   con- 
-aining  the  following  information: 
"(a)     The  run  desired. 
"(b)     The  amount  he  wishes 
to  pay,  flat  rental,  percentage,  or 
both,    or    any    other    form    of 
rental. 

"(c)  The  clearance  he  is  will- 
ing to  accept. 

"(d)  Time  and  days  he  wants 
to  play  the  picture. 

"(e)  Any  other  offers  he 
cares  to  make. 

"The  distributor  may  reject  all 
fads,  but  if  it  accepts  any  bid  for 
.ny  particular  run  must  grant  the 
icense  to  the  'highest  responsible 
oidder  (for  the  particular  run), 
laving  a  theater  of  a  size,  location 
.nd  equipment  adequate  to  yield  a 
easonable  return'  to  the  distributor. 
The  language  quoted,  which  attempt 
o  set  forth  how  the  distributor  will 
ietermine  the  successful  bidder,  is, 
n  my  opinion,  impractical  and  im- 
possible of  fulfillment. 

What  Is  'Reasonable'? 
"How,   for   example,   will   a    dis- 
ributor   be   able   to   determine   the 
ighest  bidder  of  three  theaters  all 
ble  to  give  the  distributor  a  'rea- 
onable  return,'  in  the  face  of  one 
ffer  of  $750  flat  rental,  a  second  of 
0  per  cent  of  the  gross  and  a  third 
nffer    of    a    flat    rental    figure    as 
l.gainst  a  percentage?      Is   it  pos- 
sible for   the   distributor   to   deter- 
mine  which   of   those    three    offers 
/ill  give  him  the  greatest  returns 
nd  the  greatest  return  can  be  the 
nly  test  of  the  highest  bid.     What 
lse  can  it  mean?    The  words  'high- 
est bidder'  are  qualified  by  the  word 
1  responsible.'     That  is,  'the  highest 
'©sponsible  bidder.'     That  qualifica- 
tion, it  seems,  to  me,  is  illusory  and 
ptirely    a    matter    of    subjectivity 
j'/ith    the   distributor   to    determine 
^/hat  'responsible'  means.    And  who 
Is  to  say,  and  how,  what  'a  reason- 
able   return'    is?      What    objective 
'ests   can   be   applied   to   determine 
/hether  the  successful  bidder  has  a 
heater  'of  a  size,  location  and  equip- 
ient  adequate'  to  yield  'a  reason- 
ble  return'  to  the  distributor? 

"It  is  not  difficult   to  realize 
|  how   soon   unsuccessful   bidders 
will  be  starting   their   trips   to 
the  courthouse,   especially   with 


Companies  Can  Only  Roadshow  Their  Own 

Pictures  in  Theaters  Individually  Owned 

Roadshows  of  outstanding  features,  under  the  Statutory  Court's  decision  in  the 
New  York  equity  suit,  are  seen  as  restricted  solely  to  the  individual  company's 
own  theaters.  The  Court  had  been  requested  to  authorize  one  road  show  per 
year  per  company  for  features  costing  $3,000,000  or  more,  but  made  no  excep- 
tion to  the  prohibition  against  fixing  minimum  admissions  in  license  contracts. 


arbitration  discarded  as  part  of 
the   decree.      We   can,    at   least 
from   this   point,   anticipate   no 
end  of  litigation  in  an  industry 
already  sorely  tried  by  it. 
"The  decree  provides  that  where 
there  is  no  competition  among  the- 
aters   in   a    particular   area,    or   in 
run,  or  where  there  is  no  offer  made 
by  an   exhibitor  for  exclusive   run, 
then    this    type    of    competitive    li- 
censing described  under  this  heading 
'shall  not  be  required.'     This  means 
then,  in  substance,  that  this  bidding 
procedure    will    be    required    only 
where  there  are  theaters  or  runs  in 
competition,   or  where  an   exhibitor 
submits  an  offer,  as  explained  above. 
Competitive  Area  Defined 
"(7)    The  words  'competitive  area' 
are  defined  as  follows:   'The  words 
"competitive  area"  shall  refer  to  the 
territory  occupied  by  more  than  one 
theater  in  which  it  may  fairly  and 
reasonably   be    said    that   such    the- 
aters compete  with  each  other  for 
the    exhibition    of   features    on    any 
run.' 

"This,  I  feel,  is  an  excellent 
definition  and  should  be  of  com- 
fort to  those  exhibitors  who  have 
been  anxious  about  their  status, 
and  uncertain  as  to  whether  or 
not,  under  any  new  selling  sys- 
tem,   they    would    suddenly    be 
placed,  for  the  purposes  of  bid- 
ding, in  competition  with  them. 
"(8)  'Each  license  shall  be  offered 
and   taken   theater   by   theater   and 
picture    by   picture.'    This   does   not 
mean  that  the  distributors  may  not 
license  more  than  one  picture  at  a 
time.   It  does,   however,  mean    that 
if  a  theater  is  granted  a  license  for 
a  group  of  pictures,  then  each  pic- 
ture  in  that   group  must  meet   the 
particular  requirements  of  the  decree 
provisions. 

"(9)  Distributors  may  not  arbi- 
trarily refuse  to  grant  a  particular 
run  to  an  exhibitor,  and  grant  it  in- 
stead to  a  competitor.  The  word  'ar- 
bitrarily' is  the  important  one  here, 
and  there  being  no  tests  offered  in 
the  decree  as  to  when  the  action  is 
'arbitrary,'  it  becomes,  as  a  practi- 
cal matter,  something  almost  im- 
possible of  proof  by  the  unsuccess- 
ful exhibitor,  since  whether  or  not 
it  is  arbitrary  is  pretty  much  a  mat- 
ter of  subjectivity  with  the  distribu- 
tor. 

Expansion  Rule  Stronger 
"(10)  In  ordering  the  dissolution 
of  jointly-owned  theaters,  where  any 
defendant  possesses  more  than  five 
per  cent  but  less  than  95  per  cent 
of  the  ownership,  the  decree  sets 
forth  that  any  of  the  other  defen- 
dants may  acquire  the  joint  owner 
defendant's  interest  or  the  interest 
of  the  independent  if  the  proposed 


purchaser  is  able  to  show  'to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  .  .  .  that 
such  acquisition  will  not  unduly 
restrain  competition  in  the  exhibi- 
tion of  feature  motion  pictures.' 
That  is  the  only  way  that  any  of  the 
defendants  may  expand  their  pres- 
ent theater  holdings.  This  is  much 
stricter  than  the  consent  decree  pro- 
visions in  this  regard  and  than  what 
the  Court  suggested  in  its  June 
opinion,  to  wit,  that  each  defendant 
would  be  permitted  to  expand  its 
present  theater  holdings:  "...  in 
order  to  protect  its  investments,  or 
in  order  to  enter  a  competitive 
field.  .  .  ." 

"(11)  The  defendants  are  re- 
strained from  membership  in 
operating,  buying,  and  booking 
combines  if  the  agent  in  ques- 
tion is  also  buying  or  booking 
for  another  or  others.  Obvious- 
ly, this  is  the  death  knell  of 
these  combines.  The  outlawing 
is  of  course,  restricted  to  these 
defendants.  Whether  or  not  a 
court  would  also  condemn  these 
combines  when  made  up  solely 
of  'independents'  cannot  be  pre- 
dicted, but  the  language  used  in 
this  Court  in  its  opinion  as  dis- 
tinguished from  this  decree 
would  certainly  seem  to  indicate 
that  these  Judges  thought  so. 

"This  is  what  they  stated  in  gen- 
eral (not  referring  to  these  defen- 
dants particularly) : 

"  'It  should  be  added  that  in  our 
opinion  there  can  be  no  objection  to 
operating,  booking,  or  film  buying 
through  agents,  provided  the  agent 
is  not  also  acting  in  respect  to 
theaters  owned  by  other  exhibitors, 
independent  or  affiliated  and  provid- 
ed that  in  case  the  agent  is  buying 
films  for  its  principal  he  does  this 
through  the  bidding  system,  the- 
ater by  theater.  .  .  .' 

Would  Save  Arbitration 

"(12)  The  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting consent  decree  are  declared 
to  be  of  no  further  force  or  effect 
except  as  to  pending  arbitration  mat- 
ters. Decisions  ultimately  made  in 
these  matters  will  be  effective  when 
rendered.  The  Court  reluctantly  dis- 
carded the  present  set-up  of  arbi- 
tration and  stated,  'We  strongly 
recommend  some  such  system  be 
continued  in  order  to  avoid  cumber- 
some and  dilatory  court  litigation 
and  to  preserve  the  practical  ad- 
vantages of  the  tribunals  created  by 
the  consent  decree.' 

"We  of  MPTOA  regret  exceeding- 
ly this  step  taken  by  the  Court. 

"We  had  hoped  that  a  way  would 
be  found  by  the  Judges  to  impose 
arbitration  as  part  of  the  decree.  We 
asked  only  ' .  .  .  that  it  be  simplified, 
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Proposes  "Oscars'  on 
International  Basis 


In  expressing  his  appreciation  for 
the  award  bestowed  by  the  New 
York  film  critics  upon  'The  Best 
Years  of  Our  Lives,"  as  the  top  film 
of  1946,  Sam  Goldwyn  declared  that 
he  would  like  to  see  the  Award  of 
the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences  made  on  an  internation- 
al basis. 

"I  thing  the  Academy  Award 
should  also  include  pictures  made 
anywhere,"  Goldwyn  said.  He  de- 
plored the  effect  of  narrow  national- 
ism both  upon  the  industry  and  upon 
world  affairs  in  general. 

Goldwyn  looks  to  the  cinema  for 
the  means  of  improving  foreign  re- 
lations. Upon  returning  here 
Wednesday  aboard  the  S.  S.  Queen 
Elizabeth,  after  spending  the  holi- 
days with  his  son  in  England,  Gold- 
wyn told  the  press,  "If  anything  can 
raise  the  iron  curtain  of  Russia,  mo- 
vies can  do  it;  because  the  Russians 
are  great  lovers  of  movies." 

Goldwyn  related  the  purser's  re- 
quest to  play  "Best  Years"  for  a 
second  consecutive  night  aboard  the 
Elizabeth.  The  producer  pointed  out 
that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  this 
was  the  first  time  a  picture  had  been 
played  two  nights  running  on  a  luxu- 
ry liner. 

Molotov,  Russian  Foreign  Minis- 
ter, on  his  return  to  Europe,  was 
one  of  the  many  passengers  who  was 
glad  to  see  "Best  Years"  again.  The 
diplomat  had  already  seen  the 
Award-winner  in  New  York. 


Chicago  Mailers  Union 
Talks  Newspaper  Strike 

Chicago  —  Threat  of  a  mailers' 
strike  today  confronted  Chicago 
newspapers  last  night  as  the  union 
claimed  the  expiration  yesterday  of 
its  contract. 


inexpensive  and  not  financed  by  the 
defendants  .  .  .  and  that  independent 
exhibitors  be  given  a  voice  in  the 
determination  of  the  details  of  the 
system.'  And  we  are  today  ready  to 
join  forces  with  other  exhibitor 
groups  and  with  the  distributors  to 
attempt  to  bring  to  the  industry  a 
system  of  arbitration  as  outlined. 

"(13)  The  Government  is  given 
the  right  to  examine  the  books  and 
records  of  the  defendants  to  deter- 
mine compliance  with  the  decree. 

"(14)  The  sections  dealing  with 
cancellation  and  competitive  bidding 
are  not  to  be  effective  until  July  1, 
1947.  This  means  only  that  the  dis- 
tributors are  not  compelled  to  license 
their  pictures  on  this  basis  until  that 
date  or  later  if  stayed  further  by 
the  Supreme  Court.  It  does  not 
mean  that  they  may  not  license 
their  pictures  that  way  if  they  wish 
to  before  that  date.  That  date  is 
when  they  must  do  it.  They  may,  if 
they  wish  to,  do  it  immediately.  It 
is  obviously  not  illegal." 


NATIONWIDE 

ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THE 
RESULT  OF  THE  FILM  DAILY 
25th  ANNUAL  POLL  FOR 
"THE  TEN  BEST  PICTURES" 
OF  1946  WILL  BE  MADE  BY 
THOUSANDS  OF  NEWSPAPERS 
AND  RADIO  FILM  COMMEN- 
TATORS SIMULTANEOUSLY 

WITH 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

NEXT  WEEK 

fAs  usual,  as  has  been  the  custom  for  the  past  25  years,   the    names   and   ballots  of   participants   in    the 
FILM  DAILY  TEN  BEST  poll  are  available  for  inspection   for   the   next   thirty  days. 


riday,  January  3,  1947 
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levee  Improvement 
iver  Opinion— Myers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the   monopoly.    The   decree 
h  i-        *  the  spread  of  the  monopoly 
«,itvi  not  break  it  up." 
I  The  attorney  said  he  would  with- 
pld  detailed  comment  pending  fur- 

er  study  of  the  decree  and  the 
»urt's  findings  of  fact. 

Regarding  the  court's  knocking 
fit  of  the  arbitration  system  Myers 
kid  this  was  one  of  the  decree's 
jost  important  provisions. 
|"It  is  now,"  he  said,  "up  to  the 
overnment  to  enforce  the  decree. 
he  defendants  now  may  violate  the 
i'ovisions  only  at  their  own  peril, 
here  is  a'  world  of  difference  be- 
/een  the  defendants  acting  against 
Le  intent  of  the  decree,  hoping  they 
ill  be  upheld  in  arbitration  pro- 
edings,  and  acting  with  full  knowl- 
.ge  that  they  do  so  at  their  own 
fcril  and  risk." 

Myers  said  the  final  decree,  how- 
j'er,  was  a  considerable  improve- 
ent  over  the  court's  opinion. 

"The   trade   practices    are    better 

fined;  the  decree  shows  better 
aftsmanship  and  is  much  more 
tnple  and  workable  than  the  opin- 
p. 

"The  court  at  least  has  learned  a 
w  things  since  the  opinion  was 
.nded  down." 

He  had  general  praise,  too,  for 
je  decree's  sections  on  block-book- 
B  and  clearance,  stating  that  these 
ovisions  were  clearly  drawn  and 
Dre  workable. 

"Short  of  a  few  better-drawn  de- 
ils    and    improvements    over    the 

inion, .  however,"  Myers  cont- 
ented, "the  fact  still  stands  clear 
at  the  Court  failed  to  meet  the 
ndamental  issue  in  the  case — the 
eaking  up  of  the  monopoly." 
■"Unless  the  Government  goes  back 
everything  it  has  stood  for," 
yers  said,  "there  must  be  an  appeal 

the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court." 
Myers  indicated  that  in  the  advent 

an  appeal,  Allied  would  join  in 
i  ain  as  friends  of  the  Court. 


1946  N.  Y.  Stock  Market  Sales 


New  York  Stock  Market  Sales  in  1946:  9,786,200  Shares 


Stock 

American   Seating   Co.. . , 

Bell     &     Howell 

Columbia    Pictures    

Columbia   Pictures    pfd 

Eastman    Kodak    Co 

Eastman   Kodak    Co.    pfd 

General    Precision    Equpment   Corp.. 

Loew's,  Inc.  •: :. 

Paramount   Pictures    

RKO   Corp.    .'.'... 

Republic   Pictures    

Republic   Pictures   pfd 

Twentieth    Century-Fox    

Twentieth    Century-Fox    pfd 

Twentieth   Century-Fox   prior   pfd... 

Universal    Pictures     

Universal    Pictures    pfd 

Warner   Bros 


>ividend 
S  .50 
.50 
1.00* 
4.24 
6.00t 
6.00 
1.00 
1.50 
2.00t 
1.20 

1.66 

3.00f 

1.50 

4.50 

2.00 

4.25 

1.50 


TOTAL    SALES 


Sales 

71,700 

113,800 

239,300 

15,300 

88,100 

279,000 

135,800 

918,700 

1,147,900 

2,952,000 

943,600 

195,400 

1,366,900 

138,900 

6,100 

292,600 

13,270 

867,900 

9,786,270 


High 

Low 

33  Vi 

19 

37 

163/, 

363A 

20 

IO6I/4 

783/4 

263 

200  Vi 

209 

190 

40  Vi 

21  Vi 

41 

251/4 

395/, 

273/4 

28'/8 

15V, 

17% 

7 

213/4 

135/, 

637/8 

37i/8 

79 

4614 

IO6V2 

102i/2 

49% 

24V4 

101 

771/4 

233/4 

163/4 

Net 
Last     Change 


21  if 

235/, 
205/, 
791/2 

2241/2 

194 
241/2 
255/8 

321/2 

151/2 

71/8 

141/4 

38 
49 

1021/2 
261/2 
84 
175/s 


—  73/4 

—  65/a 

—  m 

—  2  " 

+  IVi 

-*-95/8 


—  31/4 

—  25/8 

—  2 
—18 


$0  Decision  Round"  in 
tattle  of  the  Badges" 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

e    disorderly    conduct    charges 
j!  ainst    Musselman    and    Owens, 
Ijalto  doorman,  be  continued  to  Feb. 
I   This  was  agreed  to  by  Mussel- 
in's  attorney,  Henry  J.  Stites. 
This  permits  a  decision  on  the  per- 
tnent   injunction   hearing   set  for 
n.  23  before   the   disorderly  con- 
ct  charge  comes  to  trial. 
In  the  meantime,  Stites,  attorney 
r  Rialto  Theater,  said  that  patrol- 
sn  not  on  official  business  will  be 
tried  admission  on  their  badges. 
The   Rialto   is  owned   by   Fourth 
e.  Amusement  Co. 


teliiomia"  into   Rivoli 
Paramount's     Technicolor,    "Cali- 
~nia,"  will  open  at  the  Rivoli  here 
Jan.  14. 


*  Plus  stock  dividend. 
t  Plus  extra  or  extras. 


New  York  Curb  Market  Sales  in  1946:  3,718,600  Shares 


Monogram   Pictures   $ 

RKO  option  warrants    . . 

Sonotone    Corp 

Technicolor -50 

Trans-Lux        ,' ••        -10 


TOTAL  SALES 


503,200 
2,300,600 
436,000 
263,200 
215,600 

3,718,600 


10ft 
13 

7i/4 
29 
95/s 


41/4 

5 

3 

14 

33/4 


4% 

5i/8 
3 

143/4 
4 


—  4 
-21/4 

—  2 1/8 
—12% 

—  2% 


Arthur  Kelley  to  London 
On  Production  Plans 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
studio  facilities,  material,  equipment. 
His  plans  include  co-production  with 
Edward  Small  on  three  or  four  fea- 
tures to  be  made  in  London,  Paris 
and  Rome. 

It's  likely,  Kelly  added,  that  dual 
versions  would  be  made  of  those 
pictures  filmed  in  Italy  and  France. 
He  declined  to  reveal  story  proper- 
ties or  talent  that  had  already  been 
lined  up.  No  release  agency  has  been 
set  either,  he  said. 

Austrian  Reveals  Video 
Plans  Afoot  in  Mexico 


O'Neill  Rites  Today 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Robert 
Seton  O'Neill,  wife  of  the  publicist 
for  Loew's  -State,  who  died  on  Sun- 
day, will  be  held  from  St.  Aloysius 
R.C.  Church,  Jersey  City,  at  10:30 
a.m.  today. 


Film  Slocks  Held 
Their  Ownin  1946 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  Paramount  stock,  which  added 
close  to  $40,000,000  to  its  market 
value  following  the  three-for-one 
split-up.  Warner  Bros,  stock,  which 
was  split  two-for-one  last  year,  also 
showed  a  market  appreciation  of 
more  than  $7,000,000  at  the  year- 
end,  while  Columbia  Pictures  pre- 
ferred stock  was  up  more  than  $2,- 
000,000.  Loew's  was  off  around  $40,- 
000,000,  while  RKO  and  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox showed  only  slight  changes. 

Compared  with  V-J  Day,  Warner 
was  up  109  per  cent;  Paramount, 
96  per  cent;  RKO,  73  per  cent; 
Columbia  common,  61  per  cent;  20th 
Century-Fox,  45  per  eent;  Eastman 
Kodak,  26  per  cent}  /Universal,  12 
per  cent;  Loew,  4  p§r  cent,  and 
Monogram,  45  per  cen|» 

Trading  in  film  shares  was  in  com- 
paratively moderate  vojhiftie  during 
1946,  with  a  turnover  of  2)952,000  in 
RKO,  the  leader  for  this  group.  Fig- 
ures for  other  active  common  stocks 
in  the  amusement  division  include 
20th  Century-Fox,  1,366,900;  Para- 
mount, 1,147,900;  Loew,  918,700; 
Warner,  867,900;  Columbia,  239,300; 
Monogram,  503,200,  and  Eastman, 
88,100. 


Plans  for  the  establishment  of  a 
television  network  stemming  from  a 
transmitter  center  in  Mexico  City 
are  underfoot,  it  was  revealed  yes- 
terday by  Ralph  Austrian,  president 
of  RKO  Television  Corp.,  on  his  re- 
turn from  a  visit  to  that  country. 

Transmitters  are  also  planned  for 
four  other  cities,  he  stated.  He  said 
Mexico  will  serve  as  a  link  between 
North  and  South  America  in  the 
looming  establishment  of  a  Western 
hemisphere  network.  Austrian  re- 
turns to  Mexico  later  this  week. 


Autry  In  Deal  With  Col. 
To  Produce  4  Yearly 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Gene  Autry  Prods, 
has  been  organized  by  the  cowboy 
player  with  Armand  Schaefer  in 
charge  of  production.  An  independ- 
ent production  unit,  the  new  firm  will 
release  under  the  Columbia  trade- 
mark. 

Plans  call  for  four  high-budget 
films  a  year  for  two  years  and  will 
utilize  Columbia  facilities.  The  deal 
takes  effect  April  1. 


OUT  OF  559 

BALLOTS  CAST  FOR 

THE  TEN  BEST  PICTURES 

OF  THE  YEAR 

447  NAMED  THE 

NUMBER  ONE  PICTURE! 

Watch  The  Film  Daily,  your  local  paper 
and  listen  to  your  favorite  commentator 
for  the  Ten  Best  as  selected  by  the 
critics  and  commentators  in  The  Film 
Daily  Poll. 


As  usual,   as  has  been  the  custom   tor  the   past   25    years,  the 

names  and  ballots  of  participants  in  the  FILM  DAILY  TEN  BEST 

poll  are  available  for  inspection  for  the  next  thirty  days. 
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international  in  Scope 
independent   in  Thought 
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Of  Motion  Pictures 
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TEN  CENTS 


LOST  WEEKEND"  TOPS  "10  BEST 

Dlstribs.  To  Appeal  Decree  to  Supreme  Court 


rrounds  to  Be  Determined 
pon  Conclusions  Reached 
Jter  Study  Being  Made 

One  or  more  of  the  distributors 
ill  file  an  appeal  from  the  Statutory 
Durt's  decision  in  the  New  York 
[uity  suit,  The  Film  Daily  learned 
i  excellent  authority  over  the 
eek-end. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  ap- 
5al  will  be  taken  have  not  as  yet 
;en  determined,  and  hinge  upon  the 
•nclusions  reached  by  crmpany 
gal  department  heads  following 
e  continued  study  of  the  decree, 
idings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of 
w  and  accompanying  memoran- 
ara. 


nduslry  Drive  for 
Irphans  of  Greece 


Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  executive 
ce-president;  Jack  Cohn,  Columbia 
ce-president,  and  Si  H.  Fabian, 
resident  of  Fabian  Theaters,  will 
■rve  as  co-chairman  of  the  Motion 
icture  Industry  Appeal  for  the 
rphans  of  Greece,  a  drive  for  the 
reek  War  Relief  Association  in 
(Confirmed    on    P.re    10) 


iussie  Metro  Company 
Vith  £500,000  Capital 


Melbourne  (By  Air  Mail) — Metro- 
oldwyn-Mayer,  Pty.,  Ltd.,  incor- 
orated  in  New  South  Wales,  has 
;en  registered  in  Victoria  with  a 
ominal  capital  of  £500,000.  Di- 
sctors  are  N.  B.  Freeman  and  T. 
.  Ferguson. 


JacUson  Park  Appeal 
Arguments  in  April 

Chicago  —  Appeal  in  the  Jack- 
son Park  Theater  case  is  now  being 
prin'.ed  for  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  it  is  expected  the  ap- 
peal will  be  heard  by  the  thres  Fed- 
eral judges  at  the  April  term.  The 
Picadllly  Theater  anti-trust'  case  is 
scheduled  for  hearing  a?ain,  bef:re 
Federal  Judge  Phillip  Sullivan  on 
J:n.  27. 


The  Film  Daily 
Ten  Best  Pictures 

of  1Q46 

"The  Lost  Weekend" 

(Paramount) 

• 

"The  Green  Years" 

(M-G-M) 

• 

"Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam" 

(20th-Fox) 

"The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's" 

-    (JIKO-Rainbaw)      _ 

"Spellbound" 

(XJA-Selznick) 

• 

"Saratoga  Trunk" 

(Warner   Bros.) 

"Henry   V" 

(UA-Twin    Cities) 

• 

"Notorious" 

(RKO  Radio) 

• 

"Leave  Her  to  Heaven" 

(20tb-Fox) 

• 

"Night  and  Day" 

(Warner   Bros.) 
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New  U.  S.-Itaiy  Pix  Pact  Seen 

Premier  and  Trade  Minister  U.  S.-Bound 


By  JOHN  FERDICARI 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Premier  Alcide 
DeGasperi  and  Pietro  Campilli,  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Trade,  are  en  route 
to  Washington  on  an  official  visit 
which  will  he  wholly  concerned  with 
negotiation    of    a    trade    treaty    be- 


tween Italy  and  the  U.  S.  It  was  in- 
dicated that  an  important  part  of 
the  discussions  will  involve  a  new 
agreement  on  the  importation  of 
American  films  into  Italy. 

It  is  expected  in  local  film  circles 
that  the  trade  conferences  will  shed 
(Continued   on    Page    10) 


Paramount  Film  Named  by 
447  as  559  Critics  and 
Commentators  Cast  Votes 

By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 

Editor,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
"The  Lost  Weekend,"  Charles 
R.  Jackson's  arresting  story  of 
an  alcoholic,  brought  to  the 
screen  for  Paramount  by 
Charles  Brackett  and  Billy 
Wilder,  with  the  former  pro- 
ducing and  the  latter  directing, 
is  rated  1946's  No.  One  feature 
release  by  American  critics  and 
reviewers  for  press  and  radio 
participating  in  the  25th  an- 
nual Film  Daily  "Ten  Best 
Pictures"  poll. 

A   total   of  447  ballots  were   cast 
for  the  Ray  Milland  starring  vehi- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 

State  Dipt.  Rejects 
Pix  Import  Barriers 

Washington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washingnton — The  State  Depart- 
ment has  flatly  rejected  the  use  of 
pix  import  bars  as  a  retaliatory 
measure  against  other  countries,  it 
was  learned  over  the  week-end.  The 
Department's  position  was  given  in 
(Continued    on    Pa?e    10) 


13  Distributors  Named 
In  Chicago  Trust  Suit 

Chicago  —  Seymour  Simon,   attor- 
ney for  Louis   B.   Philon,   owner  of 
the    Liberty    Theater    in    Michigan 
City,    Ind.,    filed    a    suit   in    Federal 
(Continued    rn    Page    28) 


5%   Amusement  Levy 
Voted  for  Lynchburg 

Lynchburg.  Va.  —  C'ty  Council 
voted  unanimously  to  levy  a  tax  up 
to  five  per  cent  on  all  amusements 
and  a  two  per  cent  tax  on  public 
utilities  to  provide  an  estimated 
$85  000  to  balance  the  1947  school 
budget. 
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Leigh  to  Address  AMPA 

Douglas  Leigh  will  speak  on  "Sell- 
ing with  Spectaculars"  at  the  next 
AMPA  meeting,  Thursday,  at  the 
Town  Hall  Club.  The  luncheon  will 
be  attended  by  managing  directors 
of  leading  metropolitan  theaters. 


COflHDG  ane  G0IDG 


MOE  KERMAN,  prexy  of  Favorite  Films  Corp., 
off  Friday  for  month's  stay  in  Los  Angeles 
and   Palm   Springs. 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  Eastern  division  sales  man- 
ager for  Warners,  left  over  the  week-end  for 
Pittsburgh,  after  which  he  will  visit  Indianapo- 
lis,  Cincinnati   and  Cleveland. 

WOLFE  COHEN,  vice-president  of  Warner-In- 
ternational, returns  today  from  a  tour  of 
branch  offices  in  the  Caribbean  and  Central 
American  territories. 

RUDOLPH  WEISS,  head  of  Warners'  real  es- 
tate department,  and  W.  STEWART  McDON- 
ALD,  Warner  circuit  exec,  will  be  in  Cleve- 
land today  and  tomorrow. 

GEORGE  S.  SHARF,  M-G-M  legal  depart- 
ment, left  over  the  week-end  for  Louisville, 
where  he  will  spend  a  week. 


National  Film  Board 
Down  Under  Revamped 

Sydney  (Via  Air  Mail)— A.  Cal- 
well,  Minister  for  Information,  an- 
nounced the  reconstituted  National 
Film  Board  as  follows:  Chairman  E. 
G.  Bonney,  director-general,  Depart- 
ment of  Information;  Kenneth  Dinns, 
National  Librarian;  H.  S.  Wyndham, 
State  Education  Department;  Dr.  T. 
L.  Robertson,  Commonwealth  Office 
of  Education;  J.  A.  Tonkin,  Assis- 
tant Secretary,  Department  of  Com- 
merce; T.  H.  E.  Heyes,  Secretary, 
Department  of  Immigration;  L.  Bro- 
milow,  manager,  Victorian  Govern- 
ment Tourist  Bureau. 


"Best  Years"  Gross  Tops 
Prod.'s  "Kid  from  B'klyn' 


Figure  analysis  of  the  business  of 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The  Best  Years 
of  Our  Lives,"  reveals  the  picture 
did  the  greatest  gross  in  the  Astor 
Theater  for  week  ending  last  Thurs- 
day of  any  attraction  except  that 
done  during  each  of  first  two  weeks 
of  Goldwyn's  "The  Kid  From  Brook- 
lyn" at  the  same  theater. 

"Best  Years"  also  did  greatest 
gross  at  Chicago's  Woods  Theater 
for  week  ending  last  Tuesday  of  any 
picture  ever  to  play  that  theater. 


Report  Few  New  Changes 
In  Portuguese  Decree 


Lisbon  (By  Cable) — The  new  de- 
cree by  the  Portuguese  Government 
which  went  into  effect  last  week 
was  viewed  in  film  circles  here  as 
not  substantially  changed  from  the 
original  version. 

The  decree  is  applicable  to  all 
films  not  exhibited  before  Jan.  1.  A 
license  is  now  required  on  all  im- 
ports prior  to  exhibition.  In  addi- 
tion to  other  provisions,  there  is 
also  a  new  tax. 


THERE'S  ONLY  ONE 


Je^^u 


AMI   BEACH 

OCEAN  FRONT  •  40th  to  41st  Sts. 
Reservations  Invited  •  Walter  Jacobs 


JESSE  L.  LASKY  will  arrive  from  the  Coast 
tomorrow  to  interview  players  for  his  forth- 
coming  "The   Miracle  of  the   Bells." 

DUDLEY  NICHOLS  is  due  today  from  the 
Coast  for  a  six-day  stay. 

FRED  MOHRHARDT,  treasurer  of  Paramount 
Pictures,  is  due  back  at  his  desk  today  from 
a  Sarasota,   Fla.,  vacation. 

HUGH  OWEN,  Paramount's  Eastern  and  South- 
ern division  sales  manager,  who  went  to  the 
Coast  for  the  holidays,  will  return  to  New 
York  today  accompanied  by  his  wife,  ARLEEN 
WHELAN. 

BILL  WILLIAMS  and  his  wife  BARBARA 
HALE  are  back  in  Hollywood  following  a  two- 
month   p. a.   tour. 

JACK  F.  DAILEY,  administrative  assistant  at 
Radio  City  Music  Hall,  leaves  by  plane  for 
Hollywood  today.  He  will  look  at  product  in- 
tended by  the  studios  for  Summer  and  Fall  re- 
lease. 


Kanin  Productions  Get 
Releasing  Deal  with  U-I 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Kanin  Productions, 
headed  by  Garson  Kanin  and  his 
brother,  Michael,  have  signed  a  two- 
picture  releasing  deal  with  Univer- 
sal-International. Pact  v/as  signa- 
tured by  William  Goetz,  U-I  produc- 
tion head. 

First  of  the  two  pix  will  be  "The 
Art  of  Murder,"  an  original  story 
by  Garson  Kanin  and  his  wife,  Ruth 
Gordon.  Film  will  represent  Kanin's 
first  motion  picture  deal  since  his 
discharge  from  the  Army.  Formerly 
a  top  RKO  producer-direct.or,  he 
scripted  and  directed  the  Broadway 
success,  "Born  Yesterday"  upon  his 
release  from  service.  Brother  Michael 
is  production  head  of  new  unit  and 
will  shortly  move  to  the  U-I  lot  as 
producer  of  initial  effort. 


Butterfield  Chain  Backs 
March  of  Dimes  Drive 


Detroit — All  118  theaters  of  the 
Butterfield  circuit  will  make  collec- 
tions for  the  March  of  Dimes  at 
every  showing  during  week  of  Jan. 
24-30. 

J.  O.  Brooks  has  been  named 
chairman  for  the  circuit's  MoD 
drive. 
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Lipton  Comes  East  As 
Bergman  Visits  West 


David  A.  Lipton,  Universal-Inter 
national  executive  co-ordinator  o: 
advertising  with  headquarters  at  th< 
U-I  studios,  will  arrive  in  New  Yorl 
today  to  co-ordinate  activities  of  th< 
New  York  staff  while  Maurice  A 
Bergman,  U-I  Eastern  advertising 
and  publicity  director,  is  in  Cali- 
fornia for  studio  conference,"  l 

Lipton  will  remain  in  Ni  fori 
for  several  weeks. 


1\.  Y.  THEATERS 


e— RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL-, 

Rockefeller  Center 
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SPECTACULAR  STAGE  PRESENTATION 


WALTViSNtY'S 

SONG'-SOOTH 

Iff  ~7ECM/CO£.OR 


OH  SCREEN       IN  PERSON 


1st  N.Y.  Showing! 
All  New  Adventures 

'THE  RETURN  OF 
MONTE  CRISTO' 

LOUIS  HArWARD 
BARBARA  BRITTON 

A  Columbia  Picture 


Paul  Small  presents 

SHOWTIME 
OF  1947 

Starring  THE 

SLATE  BROS. 

plus  All-Star  Cast 


Belti/  tiuttoi 
Sonrnj  Tufts 


TO/jRA/wocs/vr  i%% 


Darryl    F.  Zanuck 

prvicnts 

JOHN   FORDS 

MVOAWNG 
CliMcNTlNE 


NOW! 

RIVOLI 

[l'weye»4»lh»l 

DntiOim 

HUM. 


Best  film  this  year  from 
Hollywood  i"— n.  v.  TIMES 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous        A   CTV^D 
Perfermonces     XVtJ  J.   V/1V 


B'WAY  ond 
45lh  ST. 


in  aMcciafam  wim 

zJwentiem    {Oentium^^ox 

^flmi    {ow/iovation 

announced  me  o/ienina 
on  cjuebdau,     tanaavu  7 


oi  an  exmmt  oi 


omainal /taintinab  mi 


^JjotialaM    wwmwell  •  JicAn  Salter 

eb/iccra/it/  created  low  t/ie  motion  Aicture 

\JAe  estate  c/eer-ae  Somwif' 


S&merican    Wina 


3te 


Monday,  January  6,  194 


51  Features  Win  Places  on  19  -16's  Honor  Roll1 

Par  amount's  "To  Each  His  Own"  Is  First;  Three  Companies  Place  Eight  Each) 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cle,  one  of  tne  outstanding  box  office 
successes  01  tne  year,  in  the  annual 
Coast-to-Coast  and  border-to-border 
contest  wnicn  saw  tne  critics  of  4/0 
newspapers,  magazines,  wire  serv- 
ices and  syndicates  and  the  him 
commentators  01  89  leading  radio 
stations  participating,  it  was  the 
largest  number  Oj.  vo.es  to  be  polled 
by  a  jno.  une  feature  since  GvVl'W 
scored  452  in  1941. 

55tf  Critics  Participated 
As  tne  polls  ohiciaiiy  closed  in 
late  Decemoer,  the  numoer  of  par- 
ticipants in  the  25th  annual  critical 
survey  was  559.  it  may  be  noted 
tnat  oallots  continued  to  oe  received 
aiver  tne  deadline,  and  had  the  rules 
permitted  tneir  consideration,  the 
total  would  nave  exceeded  the  575 
mark. 

ihis  was  the  fifth  successive 
year  that  radio's  commentators  on 
motion  pictures  were  invited  to  join 
witn  tne  critics  and  reviewers  of  tne 
press  in  ihe  i<iLM  dairy's  pioneer 
survey,  forerunner  of  innumerable 
imitators. 

A    distinguishing,    feature    of 
the  194b  "Ten  Jtiesc"  is  the  fact 
that  no  single  company   placed 
three  features  among  tne  elect, 
instead,    the    closeness    of    the 
company     competition    is    indi- 
cated by  the  auded  fact  that  two 
are  represented   by   single   fea- 
tures, four  others  by  two  each. 
In  the  24th  poll,  Twentieth-Fox 
made    history    by    placing    iour 
features,   and   three   finished   in 
one,  two,  three  order. 
Second  place   in  the   current   poll 
goes    to   Metro's   faithful   picturiza- 
tion  of  A.  J.  Cronin's  brilliant  novel, 
"The   Green   Years,"  which   reached 
the   screen   with   Leon   Gordon   pro- 
ducing and  Victor  Saville  directing 
the  fine  cast  which  included  Charles 
Coburn,   Tom   Drake,  Beverly  Tyler 
and    others    of    note.      To    take    the 
runnerup    spot,    the    Metro    feature 
rolled  up  327  votes. 

"The  Green  Years"  was  pressed 
closely  in  the  voting  by  Twentieth 
Century-Fox's  magnificent  "Anna 
and  the  King  of  Siam,"  the  latter 
finishing  third  with  324  votes.  "An- 
na," which  had  Rex  Harrison  as  the 
King  and  Irene  Dunne  in  the  name 
role,  was  produced  by  Louis  D. 
Lighten  and  directed  by  John  Crom- 
well. 

"Bells  of  St.  Mary's" 

For  No.  Four,  'the  nation's  critics 

selected   the   amusing   and   spiritual 

tease,  "The  Bolls  of  St.  Mary's," 

jow  production  for  RKO  Radio 


SEM  BirJHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Jan.  6 

Stanley    Smith  Fred    Niblo 

Ben  H.  Serkowich  Loretta   Young 

Diana   King  Ludwig   Berger 

David   Bruce 


1946  POLL  SIDELIGHTS 

Six  of  Winning  10  Were  Based  on  Published  Stories 

Six  of  the  winning  10  features  were  based  upon  published  stories — 
''The  Lost  Weekend,"  "The  Green  Years,''  "'Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam, 
"Spellbound,"  '"Saratoga  Trunk"  and  "Leave  fier  to  Heaven."     In  1945. 
six  stemmed  from  books. 

• 

Three  of  the  elected  were  based  upon  originals  as  against  three  in 
1945;  the.  trio  embraced  "'The  Belts  of  St.  Mary's"  "Notorious"  ana 
"Night  and  Day."  Subsequently,  'The  Bells  of  St.  Marys"  was  adapteu 
for  book  purposes. 

• 

The  stage,  as  in  1945  and  in  1944,  contributed  a  single  property— 
'Henry  V.'  In  all  three  years,  the  play  was  of  British  origin;  1945\ 
choice  was  "The  Corn  Is  Green,"  1944s  "Gaslight." 

• 

Three  of  the  pictures  were  in  the  biographical  bracket  as  against  twc 
in  1945,  three  in  1944.    They  were,  of  course,  "Henry  V"  "Anna'  ana 

''Night  and  Day." 

• 
A   single   foreign   import   found   'Ten    Best"    representation — Rank\ 
'"'Henry   V" — but   there   were   three   on   the   Honor   Roll — "Caesar   anc 
Cleopatra,"  "The  Seventh  Veil"  and  "Blithe  Spirit." 

• 
Musicals,  as  such,  had  a  single  representative,  "Night  and  Day" 

Three  of  the  "Ten  Best"  were  in  Technicolor— "Henry  V,"  "Leave 
Her  to  Heaven"  and  "Night  and  Day." 


which  received  only  six  votes  less 
than  "Anna,"  a  picture  with  which 
it  ran  neck  and  neck  from  the  time 
the  first  votes  were  received  Pro- 
ducer-director Leo  McCarey  pro- 
vided the  original  story  for  the  Bing 
Crosby-Ingrid  Bergman  co-starring 
vehicle. 

Miss  Bergman  stands  out 
uniquely  in  the  25th  annual  poll 
in  that  she  co-starred  in  no  less 
than  four  of  the  winning  10  pic- 
tures. The  second  is  "Spell- 
bound," produced  by  David  O. 
Selznick  with  Alfred  Hitchcock 
directing,  which  received  294 
votes  to  finish  No.  Five.  Greg- 
ory Peck  shared  stellar  honors 
with  Miss  Bergman  in  the  pic- 
ture. 

In  the  instance  of  "Spellbound,"  it 
may  be  noted  that  this  feature  was 
a  contender  also  in  1945  when  it 
polled  110  votes  and  placed  sixth  on 
the  Honor  Roll,  a  roster  of  pictures 
apart  from  the  "Ten  Best"  and  em- 
bracing those  receiving  more  than 
10  votes. 

The  re-nomination  of  "Spellbound" 
by  United  Artists,  its  distributor, 
was  permissible  under  the  rules,  the 
company  feeling  that  there  had  not 
been  sufficient  playdates  a  year  ago 
to  insure  a  fair  vote.  That  the  re- 
viewers and  critics  concurred  in  this 
is  self  evident.  The  normal  releas- 
ing period  for  poll  eligibility  ex- 
tended from  Nov.  1,  1945  to  Oct.  31, 
1946. 

"Saratoga  Trunk,"   Sixth 
As  No.  Six,  the  critics  chose  War- 


ner's colorful  picturization  of  the 
Edna  Ferber  period  novel,  "Saratoga 
Trunk,"  by  virtue  of  194  votes,  only 
two  more,  incidentally,  than  its  clos- 
est competitor,  J.  Arthur  Rank's 
magnificent  and  brilliant  "Henry  V,'! 
undoubtedly  the  best  screen  treat- 
ment of  Snakespeare  on  record.  L 
will  be  noted,  however,  that  a  matter 
of  100  ballots  separated  Nos.  Five 
and  Six. 

Hal  B.  Wallis  produced  "Saratoga 
Trunk,"  with  Sam  Wood  directing, 
and  tne  co-stars  were  Gary  Cooper 
and  Ingrid  Bergman.  "Henry  V,' 
made  by  Twin  Cities  and  distnoutea 
here  by  United  Artists,  has  the  dis- 
cinguisned  British  star,  Laurence 
Olivier,  in  the  title  role.  It  may  be 
pointed  out  that  the  picture  has  only 
played  a  limited  number  of  Amer- 
ican engagements  in  the  larger  cities, 
which  maKes  its  "Ten  Best"  selec- 
tion a  matter  of  special  import. 

"Notorious,"  wnich  Alfred  Hitch- 
cock produced  and  directed  for  RKO 
Radio  with  Cary  Grant  and  Ingrio. 
Bergman — that  name  again! — arew 
177  votes  to  take  the  No.  Seven 
niche.  Thus  Hitchcock  scores  twice 
as  a  "Ten  Best"   director  for   1946. 

Twentieth-Fox  placed  a  second 
picture  with  the  thriller  "Leave  Her 
to  Heaven,"  which  rang  up  a  total 
of  164  votes,  thus  finishing  No.  Nine. 
The  picture  was  produced  by  William 
A.  Bacher  with  John  M.  Stahl  direct- 
ing and  the  cast  was  headed  by  Gene 
Tierney  and  Cornel  Wilde. 

"Night  and  Day"  Tenth 

As  No.  Ten,  the  critics  chose  War- 


ners' Cole  Porter  romanticized  mus 
ical  biography,  "Nignt  and  Day,"  th 
Cary  Grant-Alexis  smith  vehicli 
polling  155  votes.    Arthur  bcnwar;| 
produced  the  picture,  jvnchaei  Curii 
directing.  _> 

Three  other  features  t  ise 
'Nignc  and  Day"  closely,  ana  top  tn 
Honor  Roll,  'ihay  are  raramoant'l 
'"To  Lacn  His  own,"  with  152  vote! 
20th-r- ox's  "state  i?air"  wun  15u  aid 
rCKO's  "S.Ster  Aenny"  Witn  l4| 
scarcely  less  a  contender  was  J.  An 
tnur  KanK  s  "Caesar  and  CieopatrJ 
»vnich  poiled  141. 

A  to.ai  ox  iu2  features  were  noirl 
mated  oy  the  proaucer-oistributol 
xor  critic  ana  commentator  consiuel 
ation;  tne  vomers,  nowever,  were  JJ 
no  means  b-una  oy  tne  list  and  wel 
permitted  to  cast  oano^s  ior  arl 
jtner  feature  wmcn  tncy  dcsir^i 
ouoject  oniy  10  tne  12-moiich  pe±ioj 
ihus,  34  o^her  features  received  of 
or  more  votes. 

It  is  estimated  than  the  read- 1 
ing   au jience  or   me  participat- 
ing press  mis  year  approximated  i 
tne   bU,uuv/,uuo   main,   waua  mej 
rauio    auui^nce   rcacueu    oy    me 
commentators  in  tne  mass  proo- 
auiy  would  oe  aiiuiu  s  iou».  aius 
is  based  on  available  circulation 
reports  ana  on  audience  s^a^iun 
reports. 

Hngaty-eight  pictures  received  oi 
or  more  Daiio.s  irom  tne  criti'l 
_nd  commentators  in  the  194o  p<f 
as  against  lo4  in  tne  preceaid 
year,  two  ...actors  ooviousry  c^J 
„riDutea:  There  were  levvcr  pi 
.ures  leleasea,  there  was  some  laJ 
idg  off  in  quality,  in  15*44,  11/  lei 
.ures  received  ballots;  in  ii)^6,  iv 
,n  1942,  134t ;  in  la4l,  162,  and 
j94u,    164. 

ine  44Y  cast  for  "The  Lost  Wee 
ent"  compares  with  2a8  lor  *VY 
_on"  in  iy45  and  42o  for  "Gon 
My  Way"  in  1944.  Top  ieatures 
otner  recent  years,  wi.n  tneir  vot 
were:  1943,  "Kandom  riarves 
m5;  1942,  "Mrs.  Miniver,"  428;  19^ 
cWIW,  452;  1940,  "ReDecca,"  3! 
In  the  current  poll,  iour  pictur 
received  3j0  or  mjre  votes,  one  w 
m  tne  2uU-odd  bracket,  and  16 
die  bracket  between  100  and  21 
ihus  21  pictures  in  1946  receiv 
10U  or  more  votes. 

In  1946,  only  two  pictures  receiv 
200  or  more  ballots  and  tnere  wt 
14    in    tne    100-vote    category. 
1944,  four  pictures  received  2J0 
more  votes,  15  were  in  the  100-vc 
jolumn.     In   1943,   nine  pictures 
ceived  200  or  more  votes  and  th( 
were  four  in  the  100-vote  catego 
In  1942,  five  features  polled  200 
more  and  15,  100  or  more,  while 
1941,  nine  features  received  200 
more  and  only  two  were  in  the 
to  199  bracket. 

Company  Representation 
Company-wise,      Paramount 
Metro  placed  one  apiece  among 
"Ten  Best"  this  time,  with  20th-F 
RKO,   UA  and  Warners  accounti 
for    two    each.      In    1945,    20th-P 
swept    to    the    fore    with    four. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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All  the 


IN  TECHNICOLOR 

Anne  Revere  •  Allyn  Joslyn  •  Gene  Lockhart 

Elizabeth  Patterson  -  Elisabeth  Risdon  -  Arthur  Shields  -  Charles  Kemper  -  Roy  Roberts 

GEORGE  SEATON  •        -  WILLIAM  PERLBERG 

Viaas  •  Mi:  ae  Gershw  Ira  Gershwin  •  "But  Not  In  Be 

ome  Song"  •     Stand  Up  and  I 
ad  We  Did?"   •   "One,  Tw  Valtzing  Is  Better  Sitting  Down" 

Dances  Staged  by  Hermes  P3n  •  Costumes  Designed  by  Orry  Kelly 


xotike  Hits  are  Made  by 


enfuiy-Fox 


Monday,  January  6,  1947 


DAILY 


Air  Commentators  Agree  on  Eight  of  "Ten  Best" 


'Sister  Kenny"  and  "To 
Each  His  Own"  Substituted 
On  the  Radio  Consensus 

For  a  second  successive  year, 
radio's  film  commentators  and  the 
|fil  dTito'itics  of  tne  American  press 
ag  _y>n  eight  of  the  1946  "Ten  Best 
Pictures"  selections,  it  is  indicated  by 
a  consensus  of  the  commentators' 
ballots  cast  in  the  25th  annual  Film 
Daily  poll. 

The  89  radio  commentators  went 
along  with  the  newspaper,  magazine, 
wire  service  and  syndicate  critics  on 
the  first  eight  of  the  winning  pic- 
tures, although  order  of  finish  va- 
ried, but  substituted  "Sister  Kenny" 
(RKO)  and  "To  Each  His  Own" 
(Paramount)  for  "Leave  Her  tc 
Heaven"  (23th-Fox)  and  "Night  and 
Day"  (Warners). 

The  separate  tally  of  commenta- 
tors' votes,  made  for  the  purpose  of 
:omparison  only,  shows  the  commen- 
tators and  reviewers  concurring  or 
'The  Lost  Weekend"  as  the  No.  One 
picture  with  62  out  of  a  possible  89 
/otes. 

For  No.  Two,  the  commentators- 
delected  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's" 
with  48  votes;  on  the  national  "Ten 
Best,"  the  Rainbow-RKO  pic  war 
fourth.  Incidentally,  this  was  identi- 
cal with  the  switch  in  places  noted 
ast  year. 

"The  Green  Years,"  the  national 
iDoll  No.  Two  picture,  was  the  radir 
commentators'  choice  for  No.  3  witr 
17  votes,  while  "Anna  and  the  Kinjr 
of  Siam,"  No.  Three  on  the  nationa" 
'Ten  Best,"  received  46  radio  com- 
nentator  votes  to  rate  as  the  com- 
nentators'  fourth  selection. 

"Spellbound"  and  "Saratoga"  were 
ifth  and  sixth  both  on  the  'Ter 
Best"  and  the  commentators'  con- 
census, receiving  44  and  36  votes,  re- 
spectively, in  the  latter.  "Henry  V" 
and  "Notorious,"  Nos.  Seven  anc1 
Sight  on  the  national  poll,  were  in 
reverse  position  in  the  radio  con- 
sensus, "Notorious"  with  29  and 
'Henry  V"  with  28  votes. 

"Sister  Kenny"  and  "To  Each  Hir 
Dwn"  received  an  equal  number  of 
fetes,  27,  from  the  radio  commen- 
:ators. 


Mochrie  Ups  Bernstein 

Toronto — Jack  Bernstein  has  been 
appointed  acting  branch  manager  of 
he  RKO  exchange  here,  succeeding 
T.  H.  McPherson.  Notification  came 
'rom  Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  vice-pres- 
ident and  general  sales  manager. 
3°rnstein  has  been  with  RKO  since 
939  and  was  promoted  to  salesman 
ess  than  a  year  ago. 


Leggewie  in  Vermont  Post 

Edward  Leggewie  has  been  pro- 
noted  to  manager  of  the  foreign 
versions  department  at  20th-Fox. 
3e  succeeds  Boris  Vermont  who  will 
to  over  to  the  short  subjects  produc- 
:ion  staff  at  Movietone  News.  Pre- 
/iiusly  Leggewie  was  Vermont's  as- 
sistant. 


radio  commenTATORs  "Ten  best" 


A  CONSENSUS  of  selections   based  upon   the   ballots   cast   in 
THE  FILM  DAILY 's  1946  "Ten  Best  Pictures"  poll  in  which 
89  radio  commentators  joined  with  470  critics  of  the  nation's 
Fourth  Estate. 

Votes 

1.  "The  Lost  Weekend"  (Paramount) 62 

2.  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's"  (RKO-Rainbow) 48 

3.  "The  Green  Years"  (M-G-M) 47 

4.  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam"  (20th-Fox) 46 

5.  "Spellbound"    (UA-Selznick) 44 

6.  "Saratoga  Trunk"  (Warners) 36 

7.  "Notorious"    (RKO-Radio) 29 

8.  "Henry  V"  (UA-Twin  Cities) 28 

9.  "Sister  Kenny"  (RKO-Radio) 27 

10.  "To  Each  His  Own"  ( Paramount) 27 


Devonshire's  Franchise 
To  Bay  State  Film  Co. 


Boston  —  Devonshire  Films  has 
signed  a  contract  with  the  Bay  State 
Film  Co.  of  Boston  for  the  entire 
territory  of  New  England.  Deal 
covers  pix  which  were  formerly  re- 
leased by  20th  -  Fox  and  United 
Artists. 

The  Devonshire  Film  Company  has 
scheduled  approximately  20  releases 
for  national  distribution  during  the 
year  of  1947.  The  pace  to  be  set  by 
the  various  franchise  offices  through- 
out the  country,  will  be  two  pictures 
a  month.  To  date  the  Bay  State 
franchise  deal  is  the  only  fully  con- 
summated contract,  although  execu- 
tives of  Devonshire  are  negotiating 
for  several  other  territorial  fran- 
chises,  including    Canada. 


Weening  Joins  Para.  Int'l 

A.  L.  Pratchett,  Paramount  Inter- 
national Latin-American  division 
manager,  announces  that  Siegfried 
Weening,  former  Republic  manager 
in  Trinidad,  has  joined  the  Para,  or- 
ganization. Pratchett  added  that 
Weening  will  be  given  his  first  as- 
signment in  February. 


Detroit  Business  Group 
Elects  Theatermen 


Detroit — Park  Ave.  Businessmen's 
Association,  formed  by  a  group  of 
downtown  business  people,  has 
leaned  heavily  on  show  people  in  its 
selection  of  new  officers.  Among 
those  elected  were:  Harry  Bridges, 
Downtown  Theater  operator,  first 
vice-president;  Earl  McGlinnen,  Fox 
Theater,  second  vice-president;  Otto 
Krueger,  flutist,  Detroit  Symphony 
Orchestra,  chairman  of  the  board; 
and  Leon  Crowell  and  John  Peter- 
son, both  of  the  Fox  Theater,  direc- 
tors. 


Perkins,  Henry  Named  to 
Para.  Posts  in  Orient 


Robert  V.  Perkins  has  been  named 
Paramount  International  district 
manager  for  the  territory  embrac- 
ing the  Philippines,  China  and  Japan. 

Perkins  succeeds  F.  C.  Henry  who 
was  promoted  last  week  by  George 
Weltner,  president,  to  division  man- 
ager for  China,  Japan,  Korea,  the 
East  Indies,  Burma,  India  and  the 
Philippine  Islands. 


71  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Pictures  "Elected" 
to  "Ten  Best"  Since  Inception  of  National  Poll 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  by  placin?  one  picture  among  the  1946  "Ten  Best" 
increased  its  total  named  since  THE  FILM  DAILY  national  contest  was  inaugu- 
rated to  the  astounding  high  of  71  of  which  59  placed  in  the  polls  of  the  last 
14  years. 

Tabulation  of  poll  results  to  date,  since  1921,  reveals  these  grand  standings 
by  companies: 

Metro,  71;  UA.  41;  Warners.  32;  Paramount,  26;  20lh-Fox,  including  Fox 
Film,  26;  RKO,  18;  Clnmbia,  10;  Universal,  six;  First  Nat:onal  (o'd  conmany), 
seven;  Pathe  (prior  to  RKO  merger),  six;  Associated  Exhibitors,  PDS,  hbc'kinson, 
Filmchoire.  Tiffany  and  Goldwyn  and  Goldwyn-Cosmopolitan,  prior  to  Samuel 
Goldwyn's  UA  association,  cne  each. 


51  Pix  Win  Places 
On  1946  Honor  Roll 


(Continued  from  Page  4) 
1944,  Metro  took  the  honors  with 
five.  In  1943  and  1942,  Warners 
captured  the  laurels.  Metro  had 
three  pictures  on  the  1945  list,  War- 
ner's Columbia  and  United  Artists 
one  each.  In  1944,  Paramount  and 
20th-Fox  had  two  features,  United 
Artists,  one,  among  the  winning  ten. 

A  breakdown  of  the  1946  Honor 
Roll  of  51  shows  three  companies 
'tied  with  eight  each  —  Paramount, 
20th-Fox  and  Metro.  RKO  placed 
seven;  Warners,  six;  Universal,  five; 
UA,  four;  Columbia  and  Republic, 
two  each,  and  PRC,  one.  A  year 
ago,  when  the  Honor  Roll  comprised 
59  features,  20th-Fox  placed  11; 
Warners  and  Metro,  10  each.  In 
1944,  Warners  had  11,  with  20th-Fox 
second  with  ten.  Paramount  placed 
nine  on  the  current  roster,  followed 
bv  RKO  Radio  with  eight  and  United 
Artists  wi.lh  seven.  Columbia  con- 
tributed three  to  the  1945  Roll;  Uni- 
versal, one.  In  1944.  RKO  had  seven 
on  the  Roll,  followed  bv  Paramount 
with  six,  Columbia  with  three  and 
United  Artists  with  one. 

Twentieth-Fox  exercised  its  pre- 
rogative to  renominate  "A  House 
on  92nd  Street,"  second  on  the  1945 
Honor  Roll,  with  120  votes,  and  it 
finished  fifth  this  time  with  137 
votes. 


Artkino  to  Release  First 
Part  of  Eisenstein's  Pic 


Artkino  will  release  the  first  part 
of  Sergei  Eisenstein's  "Ivan  the  Ter- 
rible," film  biog  of  Czar  Ivan  IV, 
earlv  this  year. 

Film  is  first  section  of  what  was 
originally  planned  as  a  three-part 
film,  but  last  July,  Culture  and  Life, 
weekly  newspaper  of  the  propaganda 
and  agitation  board  of  the  Commu- 
nist Party's  Central  Committee,  an- 
nounced that  the  second  part  was 
"anti  -  historical  and  anti  -  artistic" 
and  would  not  be  released.  Artkino 
revealed,  however,  that  the  film 
would  be  revised  and  completed 
when  Eisenstein's  health  permitted. 

Title  role  of  Ivan  is  played  by 
NTiknlai  Cherkassov,  star  of  Eisen- 
stein's "Alexander  Nevsky."  There 
is  an  original  score  bv  Sergei  Pro- 
kofiev and  the  pic  will  be  released 
here  with  English  titles. 


Canadian  Theater  Burns 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  Ont. — Fire  caused 
approximately  $25,000  dami?e  to  the 
Algoma  Theater,  one  of  the  city's 
three  film  houses.  Origin  of  the 
blaze  which  wined  out  all  stage  prop- 
erties and  at  least  15  rows  of  seats 
in  the  ho'ise,  was  said  bv  fire  chief 
W.  J.  Phillips  to  be  defective  wiring. 
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lurcher  Picks  Nine 
Of  1946  "Ten  Best' 


Alvin  C.  Zurcher,  film  critic  of  the 
Chillicothe,  0.,  Gazette,  who,  through 
the  years,  has  established  an  un- 
usual record  as  a  "Ten  Best"  selec- 
tor in  The  Film  Daily's  annual 
polls,  added  to  his  laurels  by  naming 
nine  of  the  winning  10  pictures  on 
his  ballot  cast  in  the  25th  contest. 

Zurcher  was  the  only  critic  to  do 
so.  No  critic  or  commentator  picked 
all  of  the  winning  10  pictures  this 
year.  Generally,  however,  the  re- 
viewers made  a  far  better  showing 
than  in  1945  when  none  named  10 
or  nine,  and  only  five  picked  eight. 
Zurcher  was  one  of  the  octet. 

Eleven  voters  in  the  25th  poll 
named  eight  of  the  "Ten  Best,"  while 
45 — a  record  number — picked  seven. 

Those  naming  eight  were: 

Timothy  F.  O'Hearn,  Eagle-Trib- 
une, Lawrence,  Mass.;  Tom  Bryne, 
Sunday  Telegram,  Elmira,  N.  Y.; 
Lola  Hill,  Piqua  Daily  Call,  Piqua, 
O.;  Easton  West,  Continental  Fea- 
ture Service,  Hollywood,  Calif.;  Ray 
Lewis,  Canadian  Moving  Picture  Di- 
gest, Toronto,  Ont.;  Margaret  Ward, 
Radio  Station  KOL,  Seattle,  Wash.; 
Gene  Peak,  Radio  Station  WPAD, 
Paducah,  Ky.;  Richard  L.  Davis, 
Times  -  Advocate,  Escondido,  Calif.; 
Samuel  B.  Cohen,  Meriden  Daily 
Journal,  Meriden,  Conn.;  Latimer 
Watson,  Ledger  and  Ledger  -  En- 
quirer, Columbus,  Ga.;  W.  F.  Dagon, 
Illinois  State  Journal  a::.!  Register, 
Springfield,  111. 

These  45  critics  picked  seven: 
Rodger  Mueller,  Radio  Station 
WHBY,  Appleton,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Mabel 
C.  Light,  Station  WDOD,  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.;  Paul  Gamble,  Station 
WPIC,  Sharon,  Pa.;  J.  B.  Clark,  Sta- 
tion WAYS,  Charlotte,  N.  C;  Hamil- 
ton M.  Woodle,  Station  WOLF,  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.;  Richard  B.  Hull,  Station 
WOI,  Ames,  la.;  Norman  B.  Har- 
rington, Station  KGLU,  Safford, 
Ariz.;  Harry  P.  Hall,  Dothan  Eagle, 
Dothan,  Ala.;  Betty  Craig,  The  Den- 
ver Post,  Denver,  Colo.;  Leonard  S. 
Massell,  The  Stamford  Advocate, 
Stamford,  Conn.;  Paul  Jones,  The 
Atlanta  Constitution,  Atlanta,  Ga.; 
Robert  M.  Heck,  Iroquois  County 
Daily  Times,  Watseka,  111.;  L.  W. 
Waltman,  News-Herald,  Peru,  111.; 
Robert  M.  Shepherdson,  The  Journal, 
Peoria,  111.;  Oldham  Paisley,  Marion 
Daily  Republican,  Marion,  111.;  Wini- 
fred K.  Armstrong,  The  Daily  Rec- 
ord, Lawrenceville,  111.;  Henry  T. 
Murdock,  Chicago  Sun,  Chicago,  111.; 
Betty  J.  Snoor,  Aurora  Beacon-News, 
Aurora,  111.;  Ed  Ogborne,  The  Cour- 
ier-Times, New  Castle,  Ind.;  Leah 
Bodine  Drake,  The  Evansville  Cour- 
ier, Evansville,  Ind.;  Rex  J.  Ballard, 
The  Daily  Times,  Davenport,  la.; 
Edith  Thayer,  Lewiston  Daily  Sun, 
Lewiston,  Me.;  J.  Richard  Rauth, 
Daily  Mail,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Louise  C.  Koegel,  Holyoke  Tran- 
script-Telegram, Holyoke,  Mass.; 
Mary  Jean  Mullens,  Framingham 
News,  Farmingham,  Mass.;  Jean 
Worth,  Herald-Leader,  Menominee, 
Mich.;     Richard    F.     Shappell,    The 


CRITICAL  SLANT  AT  '46  "TEN  BEST" 

Thumbnail  Estimates  of  the  Winning  Productions  by  Staff 
Reviewers  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 


1 

"THE  LOST  WEEKEND":  A  starkly  dramatic  film  overwhelming  in  its  effect  has  been 
drawn  from  the  Charles  Jackson  novel.  A  most  remarkable  screen  achievement.  (Aug. 
14,  1945). 

II 

"THE  GREEN  YEARS":  A  shining  achievement.  One  that  will  not  easily  be  sur- 
passed this  year.  More  than  amply  answers' the  cry  for  better  films.  Tremendous  uni- 
versal pull.    (Mar.   11,  1946). 

Ill 

"ANNA  AND  THE  KING  OF  SIAM":  By  every  possible  test  a  superior  picture. 
Verily  a  blue  ribbon  film.  The  picture  has  the  power  to  fascinate  any  audience  with 
its  charm.  (June  3,  1946). 

IV 

"THE  BELLS  OF  ST.  MARYS":  The  film  is  so  generously  stocked  with  material  of 
universal  appeal  that  no  audience  can  conceivably  fail  to  relish  every  second  of  this 
precious  offering.   (Nov.  23,  1945). 

V 

"SPELLBOUND":  Another  distinctive  production  lifted  out  of  the  ordinary  run  of 
screen  entertainment  by  plot  and  treatment  that  are  unusual.  A  difficult  subject 
handled  with  remarkable  skill.  (Oct.  31,  1945). 

VI 

"SARATOGA  TRUNK":  The  production  is  bigger  than  big  richly  detailed  and  at- 
mcspherically  impressive  and  has  been  exactly  turned  out  with  its  roles  being  entrusted 
to  a  fine  cast.   (Nov.  23,  1945). 

VII 

"HENRY  V":  A  rare  and  great  film  brilliantly  produced.  Olivier  does  as  handsomely 
by  the  Bard  of  Avon  as  anything  yet  attempted  by  the  screen.  Some  may  even  add  the 
stage.   (April  22,  1946). 

VHI 

"NOTORIOUS":  A  triumph  for  all  concerned,  the  production  is  another  master-stroke 
of  picture  making  that  will  prove  an  irresistible  force  at  the  b:x  office.   (July  25,   1946). 

K 

"LEAVE  HER  TO  HEAVEN":  Twentieth-Fox  has  found  the  inspiration  for  one  of  the 
distinguished  dramatic  films  of  the  season.  Stirs  the  emotions  no  less  than  the  visual 
sense.  (Dec.  20,  1945). 

X 

"NiGHT  AND  DAY":  The  production,  a  glittering  achievement,  has  to  its  credit  all 
the  qualities  that  make  f:r  popularity.  A  fitting  attraction  with  which  to  celebrate  the 
20th  anniversary  of  sound.   (July  9.  1946). 

New  French  Measure  Seen  Alberta  TA  Urges  End  of 
Violating  Byrnes  Accord       20%  Amusement  Impost 


Paris  (By  Cable) — A  new  legisla- 
tive measure  which  went  into  effect 
last  week  requires  distributors  to 
obtain  permits  from  the  Ministries 
of  Information,  Economics  and  Fi- 
nance for  dubbing  of  films  here  and 
prohibits  the  release  of  dubbed  ver- 
sions over  two  years  old. 

Representatives  of  U.S.  companies 
have  protested  the  measure.  They 
claim  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Blum- 
Byrnes  Accord  and  contrary  to  a 
1936  trade  agreement.  It  was  indi- 
cated the  measure  placed  new  re- 
strictions on  American  films  and  was 
no:  applicable. 


Calgary,  Alberta — Elimination  of 
the  20  per  cent  Federal  amusement 
tax  was  urged  by  the  Alberta  The- 
aters Association  at  its  recent  an- 
nual meeting.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  study  the  matter  and 
prepare  a  course  of  action. 

An  advisory  board  was  set  up  to 
consult  with  and  advise  the  Pro- 
vincial government  with  respect  to 
any  changes  in  the  amusement  act. 
Other  matter  discussed  at  the  meet- 
ing were  removal  of  price  controls, 
16  mm.  exhibition,  appointment  of 
a  new  censor  and  training  of  ap- 
prentices. 


Flint  Journal,  Flint,  Mich.;  Mrs. 
Madge  A.  Millikin,  Adrian  Daily 
Telegram,  Adrian,  Mich.;  Jules  L. 
Steele,  Dispatch  &  Pioneer  Press,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.;  Robert  E.  Young,  La- 
mar Daily  Republican,  Lamar,  Mo.; 
S.  H.  McCaw,  Daily  News,  Norfolk, 
Neb.;  Norman  B.  Tomlinson,  Morris- 
town  Daily  Record,  Morristown,  N. 
J.;  Gordon  J.  Hart,  Hunterdon 
County  Democrat,  Flemington,  N. 
J.;W.  E.  J.  Martin,  The  Courier-Ex- 
press, Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Dan  Feder, 
Jewish  Daily  Forward,  New  York, 
N.  Y.;  A.  S.  Kany,  Dayton  Herald, 


Dayton,  O.;  Mitchell  Woodbury,  The 
Blade,  Toledo,  O.;  Errol  H.  Derby, 
Tribune  Review,  Greensburg,  Pa.; 
Thomas  M.  Malia,  The  Patriot,  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.;  Mona  Joy  Armstrong, 
Gonzales  Inquirer,  Gonzales,  Tex.; 
E.  Lewis  Knowles,  The  Evening 
Leader,  Staunton,  Va.;  George  J. 
MacFarlane,  Manitowoc  Herald- 
Times,  Manitowoc,  Wis.;  Maxwell 
Hamilton,  Motion  Picture  Magazine, 
New  York;  Chester  B.  Bahn,  The 
Film  Daily;  Herbert  M.  Miller,  Jay 
Emanuel  Publications,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. 


linger  Ups  Silver 
To  Head  UA  District 


J.   J.    Unger,    U-A   general    sales 
manager,  Friday  announced  the  pro- 
motion of  Mark  N.  Silver  from  New 
York  branch  man- 
ager to  districti 
manager  of  the  j 
Pennsylvan  i  a ■ 
Washington    ter-| 
ritory. 

Silver  will  pre- 
side  over  thel 
P  h  i  1  a  d  e  Iphia, 
Pittsburgh   and 
Washington 
branches    under 
the  supervision  of  | 
Edward     M 
Schnitzer,    East-| 
ern  sales  man- 
ager,  with   head- 
quarters     in 
Philly. 

Starting  with  U-A  in  1933  as  a 
field  representative,  Silver  became  a 
salesman  in  the  Washington  terri- 
tory in  1936.  Seven  years  later  he 
was  made  branch  manager.  Last 
year,  he  became  New  York  branch 
manager.  Industry  vet,  he  started 
with  Paramount  in  Albany  about  25 
years  ago. 


MARK     N.    SILVER 


Magnetic  Sound,  Topic 
Of  SMPE  Jan.  16  Meet 

Magnetic  Sound  for  Motion  Pic- 
tures, a  prominent  subject  at  the 
last  semi-annual  SMPE  convention 
in  Hollywood,  will  be  the  topic  of 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Society's 
Atlantic  Coast  Section  on  Jan.  16  in 
the  Hotel  Pennsylvania,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  James  Frank,  Jr.,  new 
chairman  of  the  section.  A  paper 
and  demonstration  of  the  new  de- 
velopment in  sound  will  be  presented 
by  Marvin  Camras  of  the  Armour 
Research  Foundation. 


Resort  Town  Curfews  Kids 

Atlantic  City — A  wave  of  indigna- 
tion was  heard  in  teen-age  circles 
here,  protesting  enforcement  of  a 
1929  curfew  law  requiring  youths  up 
to  16  to  be  off  the  streets  by  9:30 
p.m.  and  hence  no  movies.  Law  was 
invoked  after  a  youth  allegedly 
threatened  to  shoot  a  traffic  cop  with 
a  pistol  that  later  turned  out  to  be 
a  toy.  Juvenile  spokesmen  declare 
the  law  "silly"  and  "outmoded." 


UJEDDinC  BELLS 


Irwin-Touart 
Laconia,  N.  H. — Dorothy  M.  Irwin, 
daughter  of  James  R.  Irwin,  local 
exhibitor,  and  Capt.  Anthony  J. 
Touart,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Army,  were  mar- 
ried at  St.  Joseph's  Church. 

Wade-Pinnell 
Denver  —   Pat   Pinnell,    Columbia 
salesman,    and    Catherine    Wade,    of 
Kansas  City,  married  at  Brown  Pal- 
ace Hotel. 


And  now  FILM  DAILY  says  again 
what  all  the  trade  polls  are  saying: 


Paramount 


Wins 

.  as  the  nation's  film  critics  vote 


"The  Lost  Weekend" 
the  Best  Picture 

Of  The  Year 

triumphantly  confirming  the  popular  verdict  that— 
Paramount  is  Americas  Leading  Motion  Picture  Company!" 


Soon  you'll  get  "The  Lost  Then  look  forward  to  "The  Emperor  Waltz"  next 
Weekend"  star,  Ray  masterpiece  from  "The  Lost  Weekend"  producer, 
Milland,  in  "California."  Charles  Brackett,  and  director,  Billy  Wilder. 


10 


GAILY 


Monday,  January  6,  1947 


Industry  Honors  Skouras  in  Greek  Orphan  Drive 


Drive  Opens  February  15; 
Solicitation  of  Theater 
Patrons  is  not  Planned 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
honor   of   Spyros  P.   Skouras,   20th- 
Fox    prexy,    and    the    founder    and 
former  president  of  the  association. 

Announcement  of  the  "within-the- 
industry"  orphans  appeal  campaign 
as  part  of  the  Greek  War  Relief's 
1947  drive  for  $12,000,000  was  made 
by  Fabian  on  behalf  of  his  two  asso- 
ciates and  himself  at  a  luncheon  for 
publishers  and  editors  of  the  indus- 
try press  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on 
Friday. 

Plan  No  Theater  Solicitation 

Emphasizing  that  "no  solicitation 
of  theater  patrons  is  planned,"  Fa- 
bian said  the  Industry  Appeal's  goal 
was  sufficient  funds  to  support  at 
least  15,000  Greek  orphans.  Film 
biz  is  taking  over  this  phase  of  the 
Greek  War  Relief  drive  which  opens 
nationally  Feb.  15  and  extends  to 
March  15. 

Outlining  the  program  Friday, 
Fabian  said: 

"Our  plan  is  based  on  'care,'  and 
will  function  as  follows:  The  Greek 
War  Relief  Association  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Greek  government  is 
now  endeavoring  to  find  foster  homes 
for  orphaned  children.  When  a 
proper  home  is  found,  GWRA  places 
the  child,  provides  funds  for  cloth- 
ing and  food,  and  generally  oversees 
his  care.  To  do  this,  the  Association 
must  spend  $80  per  child  with  the 
government  contributing  $40,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $120  available  for  the 
child's  care  during  the  year. 

"We  have  settled  on  this  plan  of 
child  support,"  said  Fabian,  "for  we 
believe  it  is  the  most  constructive 
method  whereby  the  industry  can 
help  the  unfortunate  victims  of 
World  War  II.  We  believe  that  it 
will  be  the  finest  living  monument 
we  can  erect  to  one  of  our  leaders  in 
the  motion  picture  industry,  Spyros 
Skouras." 

Organizational  Setup 

The  Industry  Appeal  organiza- 
tional setup  contemplates  an  execu- 
tive committee  in  New  York,  an 
advisory  committee  on  a  national 
basis,  local  committees  to  be  co- 
chairmaned  by  a  distributor  and  ex- 
hibitor, a  Hollywood  committee  and 
a  publicity  committee  headed  by  S. 
Barret  McCormick  of  RKO  and  Ben 
Serkowich  of  Columbia,  with  Leon 
Bamberger  of  RKO  and  Ray  Murray 
of  Columbia  assisting,  and  industry 
press  editors  and  publishers  actively 
co-operating. 

George  Xanthaky,  Greek  War  Re- 
lief executive  vice-president,  who 
outlined  the  urgency  of  the  cause  at 
Friday's  luncheon,  sketched  the  role 
played  by  Skouras  in  the  relief  work, 
terming  the  20th-Fox  president  the 
"Saviour  of  the  Greek  People." 
Xanthaky  placed  the  number  of 
Greek  war  orphans  at  45,000,  and 
said  there  were  15,000  other  Greek 
orphans  and  375,000  more  young- 
sters with  only  one  parent. 

Jack   Alicoate,   publisher   of   The 


In  Drive  for  Greek  Orphans 


SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS 
Honored    by    Drive 


NED.    E.    DEPINET 
Co-chairman 


JACK    COHN 
Co-chairman 


SI  H.  FABIAN 
Co-chairman 


New  U.  S.-ltaly  Pix 

Agreement  Indicated 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
new  light  on   the   Italian   monetary 
problem  which  last  month  was  said 
to   be   in    a    stage   where   the    Lira 
would  shortly  become  "unfrozen." 

Earlier  this  year,  following  the 
"formalizing"  of  existing  trade  prac- 
tices in  Italy  by  private  companies, 
the  major  American  film  companies 
in  Italy  were  advised  they  could  ar- 
range distribution  of  16  films,  per 
:ompany,  throughout  Italy.  These 
films  were  revealed  to  be  stored  in 
various  Italian  warehouses.  A  de- 
cree was  handed  down  setting  the 
total  distribution  figure  at  128  for 
the  major  companies,  12  for  inde- 
pendents. 

Toward  year's  end  the  Italian 
government  launched  an  investiga- 
tion into  alleged  Black  Market  prac- 
tices stemming  from  the  illicit  at- 
tempts of  American  and  British  film 
personnel  to  convert  Lira  into  dol- 
lars. At  the  same  time  the  govern- 
ment moved  to  prohibit  entry  or  ex- 
hibition of  films  over  five  years  old. 


Academy  Patrons  Pick  "Each" 

IV est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Patrons  of  the  four 
Academy  theaters  in  the  Los  An- 
geles area  have  selected  "To  Each 
His  Own"  as  the  proven  hit  of  1946. 
As  a  result,  the  Paramount  film,  will 
will  play  return  engagements  at  the 
houses  beginning  Jan.  9,  10. 

Film  Daily,  speaking  for  the  in- 
dustry press,  suggested  the  drama- 
tization of  the  Industry  Appeal 
through  the  "adoption"  of  individual 
orphans,  identified  by  name  and 
photo.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the- 
aters, exchanges,  unions,  papers,  or- 
ganizations thus  would  have  a  direct 
personal  interest  in  the  cause. 

Serving  as  assistant  co-chairman 
of  the  campaign  will  be  Sam  Shain, 
director  of  trade  relations  for  20th- 
Fox.  Campaign  headquarters  are 
located  in  Room  408,  Paramount 
Building. 


State  Dept.  Rejects 
Pix  Import  Barriers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
a    special    statement    made    to    the 
House  Committee  on  Post-War  Eco- 
nomic Policy. 

The  question  came  up  during  a 
hearing  on  the  pix  industry's  ior- 
eign  trade  program.  The  proposal 
of  use  of  retaliatory  barriers  wai 
made  to  Winthrop  Brown,  chief  oi 
the  State  Department's  Commercia, 
Policy  Division.  Although  Browi. 
rejected  the  idea  at  the  time,  the 
Committee  asked  for  a  full  state 
ment  from  the  State  Department  or. 
the  question. 

State  Department  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  use  of  retaliatory  meas- 
ures would  be  "inconsistent"  with 
this  country's  concept  of  free  flow 
of  information  between  countries. 
The  Department  also  stressed  thai 
such  moves  would  be  counter  to  the 
Government's  economic  belief  which 
iavors  "private  competitive  enter- 
prise and  the  reduction  of  artificial 
trade   barriers." 

There  appeared  to  be  at  least  a 
good  chance,  however,  that  the  Com- 
mittee may  recommend  use  of  re- 
taliatory measures  unless  other  na- 
tions remove  some  of  the  present  re- 
strictions on  American  and  othei 
foreign  motion  pictures. 


Mart  Hart  Averts  Panic 

Chicago — Manager  Martin  Hart  of 
Warners  Avalon  Theater  averted  a 
panic  among  2,000  patrons  when  the 
oil  burner  in  the  theater  basement 
back-fired,  forcing  smoke  and  fumes 
into  auditorium.  Hart  climbed  on 
stage  and  calmed  the  audience  who 
remained  for  the  show's  finish. 


"Untamed  Fury"  Final  Title 

"Untamed  Fury"  has  been  set  as 
final  release  title  for  PRC's  Florida 
swamplands  drama,  formerly  known 
as  "The  Outlander"  and  "Swamp 
Angel."  The  film  will  be  released 
nationally  late  in  February. 


Basic  Chinese  Shorts 
Planned  By  New  Firm 


Ten-reel  series  of  instructional 
shorts  in  Basic  Chinese  top  jhe 
production  schedule  of  the  Jlna 
Film  Enterprises  of  America,  Inc., 
35  Park  Avenue. 

Company,  organized  last  Decem- 
ber and  incorporated  in  the  state  of 
Delaware,  describes  its  program  as 
an  organization,  "dedicated  to  the 
promotion  of  understanding  between 
China  and  the  world  through  the 
production  and  distribution  of  films." 

L.  H.  Steiner,  treasurer  and  co- 
producer,  told  The  Film  Daily  that 
all  16  mm.  product  will  be  done  in 
Kodachrome;  35  mm.  in  black  and 
white. 

So  far  only  documentaries  will  be 
produced  by  the  firm.  Method  of 
distribution  will  be  by  mail,  prints 
sold  outright  to  non-theatrical  out- 
lets. 

"American  Panorama,"  a  series 
meant  to  explain  the  U.S.A.  to 
China,  will  soon  go  into  production. 
The  series  explaining  the  Chinese  to 
us  is  called  "The  China  Cultural 
Series." 

Company  is  headed  by  H.  C.  Weng, 
who  is  also  in  charge  of  production. 
K.  C.  Tsien  is  the  secretary,  and  is 
in  charge  of  distribution' and  sales. 


jrrand  Rapids  V.  C.  to 
Finance  Youths'  Camp 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  —  The  new 

board  of  the  local  Variety  Club  has 
announced  through  Clive  R.  Wax- 
.nan,  chief  barker,  that  the  club  will 
jndertake  to  finance  the  Summer  rec- 
reation program  of  Youth  Common- 
wealth's Camp  O'Malley.  This  camp 
provides  recreation  for  children  from 
an  area  of  the  city  where  such  fea- 
.ures  are  lacking  and  has  done  much 
:o  cut  child  delinquency  in  that  dis- 
trict. 

Estimated  cost  of  the  program  is 
33,500.  With  this  money  500  children 
will  be  sent  to  camp  during  10  per- 
ods  and  a  cook,  caretaker  and  food 
will  be  provided. 

Representing  the  Variety  Club  on 
the  board  of  the  Youth  Common- 
wealth will  be  Herbert  Boshoven, 
owner  of  the  Liberty  and  Madkon. 


Sichberg  Going  to  Coast 

Producer -director  Richard  Eich- 
berg,  whose  wife  was  robbed  of  her 
furs  and  jewels  New  Year's  Eve,  ex- 
pects to  leave  for  Hollywood  the  end 
of  January  to  iron  out  details  on  his 
forthcoming  picture.  Eichberg  said 
he  could  not  divulge  his  plans  at  the 
moment,  but  that  he  might  have  an 
announcement  about  March  or  April. 


Henry  Fox  Dead 

Chicago  —  Henry  Fox,  veteran 
member  of  the  operators  union,  is 
dead. 
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Tne  Ten  Best  Pictures 
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SELECTED  by  559  representative  critics  and  commentators  of 
newspapers,  magazines ,  syndicates,  and  radio  stations  in  the 
25th  annual  poll  conducted  by  THE  FILM  DAILY. 
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The  Lost  Weekend' 

Paramount  447   Votes 


Th e  Green  Yea  rs ' 


M-G-M 


327   Votes 


Anna  and  thi 
King  of  Si  am" 


2®th-Fox 


324   Votes 


"The  Bells  of  St  Marys" 


RKO-Rainbow 


318  Votes 


Spellbound'  Saratoga  Trunk" 


*oun< 

UA-Selznick  294   Votes  Warner  Bros. 


194   Votes 


Hi 


V" 


enry 

UA-Twin  Cities  92   Votes 


//' 


Notorious"  Leave  Her  to  Heaven n 

RKO  Radio       177  Votes  20th-Fox  164   Votes 


Night  and  Day" 


Warner   Bros. 


155   Votes 
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The  Lost  Weekend 


A  Paramount  Production 


Number   One 

of 

The  Film  Daily 

Ten  Best  Pictures 

of  1946 

Selected  in  the 
25th  Annual  Poll  of  Critics, 
Reviewers  and  Commentators 
of  the  Nation's  Newspapers, 
Magazines,  Wire  Services,  Syn- 
dicates   and    Radio    Stations. 


PRODUCTION    CREDITS 

Director Billy  Wilder 

Producer. Charles  Brackett 

Screenplay Charles  Brackett,  Billy  Wilder 

Music   Score Miklos  Rozsa 

-Director  of  Photography John  F.   Seitz,  A.S.C. 

Editorial   Supervision Doane   Harrison 

A  rt  Direction . Hans  Dreier,  Earl  Hedrick 

Special   Photographic   Effects Gordon  Jennings.  A.S.C. 

Process  Photography  ...".- Farciot  Edouart.  A.S.C. 

Costumes    ^ Edith  Head 

Makeup  Supervision Wally  Westmore 

Sound    Recordi>ig Stanley  Cooley,  Joel  Moss 

Set  Direction Bertram  Granger 

Novel : Charles  R.  Jackson 


CAST 


Don  Birnam Ray  Milland 

Helen   St.  James Jane  Wvman 

Wick   Birnam Philip  Terry 

Nat,  the  bartender Howard  da  Silva 

Gloria Doris  Dowling 

Bim Frank   Favlen 


Mrs,    Deveridge Man    Young 

Mrs.  Foley Anita  Bolster 

Mrs.  St.  James Lilian   Fontaine 

Mr.  St.  James Lewis  L.  Russell 

Attendant  at  Opera Frank  Orth 
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The  Green  Y< 


V 


reen  I  ears 


A  Metro-Goldtvyn-Mayer  Production 


PRODUCTION   CREDITS 

pirector Victor  Saville 

Producer Leon  Gordon 

creenplay Robert  Ardrey,  Sonya  Levien 

'ovel A.  J.  Cronin 

lusical  Score Herbert  Stothart 

Director  of  Photography George  Folsey,  A.SG. 

"Film  Editor Robert  J.   Kern 

Recording   Director Douglas  Shearer 

A  rt  Direction .  ._ Cedric  Gibbons,  Hans  Peters 

Set   Decorations " Edwin  B.  Willis 

ssociate Charles  G.  De  Crof 

Special  Effects A.  Arnold  Gillespie,   Donald  Jahraus 

Costume  Supervision Irene 

Costumes   Valles 

Make-Up    Jack    Dawn 


CAST 


1  Alexander  Gow Charles  Coburn 
Robert  Shannon Tom  Drake 
(as  a  young  man) 

Alison  Keith Beverly  Tyler 

(as  a  young  woman) 

Papa  Leckie Hume  Cronyn 

^Grandma  Leckie Gladys  Cooper 

Robert  Shannon Dean  Stockwell 

(as  a  child) 

■  Mama  Leckie.  .  .  .  — .- Selena  Royale 

vKate  Leckie Jessica  Tandv 

Jason  Reid Richard  Haydn 

'Saddler  Boag Andy  Clyde 


Adam  Leckie Norman  Lloyd 

Murdoch  Leckie Robert   North 

Jamie  Nigg Wallace  Ford 

Alison  Keith Eilene  Janssen 

(as  a  child) 
Gavin  Blair Hank  Daniels 

(as  a  young  man) 
Gavin  Blair Richard  Lyon 

(as  a  child) 

Canon  Roche Henry  O'Neill 

Blakely Henry  Stephenson 

Mrs.  Bosomley Norma  Varden 


Number   Two 

of 

The  Film  Daily 

Ten  Best  Pictures 

of  1946 

Selected  in  the 
25th  Annual  Poll  of  Critics, 
Reviewers  and  Commentators 
of  the  Nation's  Newspapers, 
Magazines,  Wire  Services,  Syn- 
dicates   and    Radio    Stations. 
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"Anna  and  the  King  of  oiam 

A  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Production 


\umber   Three 

of 

The  Film  Daily 

Ten  Best  Pictures 

of  1946 

Selected  in  the 
25th  Annual  Poll  of  Critics, 
Reviewers  and  Commentators 
of  the  Nation's  Newspapers, 
Magazines,  Wire  Services,  Syn- 
dicates   and    Radio    Stations. 


PRODUCTION    CREDITS 

Director John    Cromwell 

Producer Louis  D.  Lighton 

Screenplay Talbot  Jennings,  Sally  Benson 

Biography Margaret   Landon 

Director  of  Photography , Arthur  Miller.  A.S.C. 

Music Bernard  Herrmann 

Art  Direction Lyle  Wheeler.  William  Darling. 

Set    Decorations Thomas   Little 

Associate Frank  E.  Hughes 

Film  Editor Harmon  Jones 

Costumes Bonnie  Cashin 

Makeup  Artist Ben    Nye 

Special  Photographic  Effects Fred  Sersen 

Sound Bernard  Freericks,  Rosier  Heman 


CAST 


Anna Irene  Dunne 

The  King Rex  Harrison 

Tuptim Linda  Darnell 

Kralahome Lee  J.  Cobb 

Eady  Thiang Gale  Sondergaard 

Alak Mikhail    Rasumny 

Sir  Edward Dennis  Hoey 

Prince Tito  Renaldo 

(as  a  man) 

Louis  Owens Richard  Lyon 

Moonshee William    Edmunds 

Phya  Phrom Jonn  Abbott 

Interpreter Leonard  Strong 


Roth 


Prince Mickey 

(as  a  boy) 

Beehe Connie  Leon 

Princess  Fa-Ying Diana  Van  den  Ecker 

Dance  Director Si-Lan  Chen 

Miss  MacFarlane Marjorie  Eaton 

Mrs.  Cart-wright Helena  Grant 

Mr.  Cartwrighi Stanley  Mann 

Captain  Orton Addison  Richard- 

Phra  Palat Xevle  Morrow 

Government  Clerk Julian  Riven 

Siamese  Guard Chet  Yoravar 

Amazon  Guards. Dorothy  Ghung.  Jean  Worn; 


'The  Bells  oj  St.  Mary's" 

A  Rainbow  Production 
Released  by  RKO  Radio  Pictures 


PRODUCTION   CREDITS 


'producer-Director Leo  McCarey 

screenplay Dudley   Nichols 

tory Leo   McCarey 

ong,  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's" Douglas  Furber,  A.  Emmett  Adams 

/  usic    Score Robert  Emmett  Dolan 

Director  of  Photography George  Barnes,  A.S.C. 

medal  Effects Vernon  L.  Walker,  A.S.C. 

\rt  Director William   Flannery 

.ditor Harry    Marker 

ht   Decorations Darrell  Silvera 

Recorder    Richard  Van  Hessen 

S'ostume  Designer Edith  Head 
Assistant  Director Harry  Scott 
lerecording    James  G.  Stewart 


■ 


CAST 


other  O'Malley Bing  Crosby 

ister'  Benedict Ingrid  Bergman 

ogardus T. Henry   Travers 

'atsy's  Father William  Gargan 

ister  Michael Ruth  Donnelly 


Patsy Joan  Carroll 

Patsy's  Mother Martha  Sleeper 

Dr.  McKay Rhys  Williams 

Eddie Dickie   Tyler 

Mrs.  Breen Una  O'Connor 
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"Spellbound" 

Releusetl  Through  United  Artists 

PRODUCTION   CREDITS 

Producer David  O.  Selznick 

Director Alfred  Hitchcock 

Novel Francis  Beedin 

Screenplay Ben  Hecht 

Photography George  Barne 

Production  Designer ,  .James  Basevi 

Designer  Dream  Sequence Salvador  Dali 

Art  Director Jonn    Ewing 

Miss  Bergman's  Gowns Howard  Greei 

Film  Editor William  Ziegler 

Assistant Lowell   Farrel] 

Unit    Manager Fred  Aherne 

Sound  Recording Richard  De  Weese 


CAST 


Dr.  Constance  Peterson Ingrid  Bergman 

I .  B Gregory  Peck 

Matron Jean  Acker 

Harry Donald  Curtis 

Miss  Carmichael Rhonda  Fleming 

Dr.  Fleurot Jonn  Emery 

Dr.  Murchison Leo  G.  Carroll 

Garmes Norman  Lloyd 

Dr.  Graff Steven  Geray 

Dr.  Hanish Paul  Harve\ 

Dr.  Gait Erskine  Sanford 

Norma Janet  Scott 

Sheriff Victor   Kilian 

Si ranger Wallace    Ford 

House  Detective Bill  Goodwin 


Bellboy Dave  Willod 

Railroad  Clerk George  Meadei 

Policeman Matt  Moore 

Gateman Harry  Browr 

Lt.  Cooley Art  Bake; 

Sgt.  Gillespie Regis  Toome' 

Dr.  Alex  Brulov Michael  Chekhoi 

Secretary Clarence    Straigh 

f.B Joel  Davi 

(as  a  boy) 

/.  B.'s  Brother Teddy  Infuh 

Police  Captain Addison  Richard 

Ticket  Taker Richard  Bartel 

Dr.  Edwardes.  .  .  .' Edward  Fieldin 


"Saratoga  Trunk77 

A  Warner  Bros.-First  National  Production 


PRODUCTION   CREDITS 


Executive  Producer Jack  L.  Warner 

Producer Hal  B.  Wallis 

Director Sam   Wood 

Novel Casey  Robinson 

Screenplay Edna  Ferber 

Music Max  Steiner 

Director  of  Photography Ernie  Haller,  A.S.C. 

Film  Editor Ralph  Dawson 

Art  Director Carl  Jules  Weyl 

Sound Robert  B.  Lee 

Technical  Advisor Dalton  S.  Reymond 

Special  Effects Lawrence   Butler 

Set   Decorations Fred  MacLean 

Production  Designer Joseph  St.  Amaad 

Makeup  Artist Perc  Westmore 

Gowns Leah    Rhodes 

Musical  Director Leo  F.  Forbstein 

Assistant   Director Phil  Quinn 

Unit   Manager Eric   Stacey 


CAST 


Col.  Clin  Maroon Gary  Cooper 

Clio  Dulaine Ingrid  Bergman 

Angelique Flora  Robson 

Cupidon Jerry  Austin 

Bartholomew  Van  Stead.  .  .  .John  Warburton 

Mrs.  Coventry  Bellop Florence  Bates 

Augustin  Haussy Curt  Bois 

Roscoe  Bean Jorm  Abbott 

Mme.  Clarissa  Van  Stead Ethel  Griffies 


Mrs.  Porcelain Maria  Shelton 

Mrs.  Nicholas  Dulaine Helen  Freeman 

Charlotte  Dulaine Sophie  Huxley 

Monsieur  Begue Fred  Essler 

Raymond  Soule Louis  Payne 

Miss  Diggs Sarah  Edwards 

Grandmother  Dulaine 

Adrienne  D'Ambricourt 
Guilia  Forosini Jacqueline  DeWitt 
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envy 

A  Two  Cities  Production 
Released  Through   United  Artists 

PRODUCTION   CREDITS 

Producer-Director Laurence  Olivier 

Editor Reginald  Beck 

Art  Director Paul  Sheriff 

Assistant Carmen  Dillon 

Costume  Designer Roger  Furse 

Assistant Margaret    Furse 

Associate   Producer Dallas   Bower 

Text   Editor Alan  Dent 

Director  of  Photography Robert    Krasker 

Operating  Cameraman Jack    Hildyard 

Sound  Recordists Jonn  Dennis,  Desmond  Dew 

Music William  Walton 

Conductor Muir    Mathieson 


CAST 


Henry  V Laurence  Olivier 

Ancient  Pistol Robert  Newton 

Chorus Leslie  Banks 

Princess  Katharine Renee  Asherson 

Fluellen Esmond    Knight 

Constable  of  France Leo  Genn 

Archbishop  of  Canterbury Felix  Aylmer 

Mount  joy Ralph  Truman 

Charles  VI Harcourt  Williams 

Alice,  Lady-in-Waiting Ivy  St.  Helier 

Duke  of  Beri Ernest  Thesiger 

The  Dauphin Max  Adrian 

Duke  of  Orleans Frances  Lister 


Duke  of  Burgundy Valentine  Dyall 

Duke  of  Burbon Russell  Thorndike 

Gower Michael   Shepley 

Sir  Thomas  Erpingham.  .  .  .  Morland  Graham 

Court  Soldier Brian  Nissen 

Earl  of  Westmoreland Gerald  Case 

Queen  Isabel Janet  Burnell 

Duke  of  Exeter Nicholas  Hannen 

Bishop  of  Ely Robert  Helpmann 

Mistress  Quickly Freda  Jackson 

Williams Jimmy  Hanley 

Jamie John    Laurie 

MacMorris Niall  MacGinnis 
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Notorious 


An  RKO  Radio  Production 


PRODUCTION   CREDITS 


Director Alfred  Hitchcock 

Writer Ben    Hecht 

Production  Assistant Barbara    Keon 

Director  of  Photography Ted  Tetzlaff ,  A.S.C. 

Special    Effects Vernon  L.  Walker,  A.S.C,  Paul  Eagler,  A.S.C. 

Art   Directors Albert  S.  D'Agostino,  Carrol  Clark 

Set   Decorations Darrell  Silvera,  Claude  Carpenter 

Music Roy    Webb 

Musical  Director C.   Bakaleinikol 

Editor Theron  Warth 

Sound Jorin  E.  Tribby,  Clem  Portman 

Miss  Bergman's   Gowns Edith  Head 

Assistant   Director William   Dorfman 
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CAST 


Devlin Cary  Grant 

Alicia  Huberman Ingrid  Bergman 

Alexander  Sebastian Claude  Rains 

Paul  Prescott Louis  Calhern 

Mme.  Sebastian Madame  Konstantin 

"Dr.  Anderson" Reinhold  Schunzel 

Walter  Beardsley Moroni  Olsen 


Eric  Mathis Ivan  Triesault 

Joseph Alex  Minotis 

Mr.  Hopkins Wally  Brown 

Commodore.  .  : Sir  Charles  Mendl 

Dr.  Barboea Ricardo  Costa 

Hopka Eberhard    Krumschmidt 

Ethel Fav  Baker 
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"Leave  Her  to  Heaven  ' 


A  Twentieth  Century-Fox  Production 
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PRODUCTION   CREDITS 

Presented  by Darryl  F.  Zanuck 

Director John  M.  Stahl 

Producer William  A.  Bacher 

Screenplay Jo  Sterling 

Novel Ben  Ames  Williams 

Music Alfred  Newman 

Director  of  Photography Leon  Shamroy,  A.S.C. 

Technicolor   Director Natalie   Kalmus 

Associate    Richard  Mueller 

Orchestral  Arrangements Edward  B.  Powell 

A  rt  Direction Lyle  Wheeler,  Maurice  Ransford 

Set   Decorations Thomas  Little 

Film  Editor James  B.  Clark 

Costumes Kay  Nelson 

Makeup  Artist Ben   Nye 

Special  Photographic  Effects Fred  Sersen 

Sound E.  Clayton  Ward.  Roger  Heman 


CAST 


Ellen Gene  Tierney 

Richard Cornel    Wilde 

Ruth Jeanne  Crain 

Russell  Quint  on Vincent  Price 

Mrs.  Berent Mary  Phillips 

Glen  Robie Ray  Collins 

Dr.  Saunders Gene  Lockhart 

Dr.  Mason Reed  Hadley 

Danny  Harland Darryl  Hickman 

Leick  Thome Chill  Wills 


/ udge Paul  Everton 

Mrs.  Robie Olive  Blakeney 

Bedford Addison    Richards 

Catterson Harrv  Depp 

Carlson Grant    Mitchell 

Medcraft Milton  Parsons 

Norton Earl  Schenck 

Lin  Robie Hugh  Maguire 

Tess  Robie Betty  Hannon 

Nurse Kay    Rilev 
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"Night  and  Day  " 

A  Warner  Bros.-First  National  Production 

PRODUCTION   CREDITS 

Director Michael  Curtiz 

Screenplay Charles  Hoffman,  Leo  Townsend,  William  Bowers 

Adaptation '. Jack  Moffitt 

Orchestral  Arrangements Ray  Heindorf 

Producer Arthur    Schwartz 

Photographers Peverell  Marley,  A.S.C.,  William  V.  Skall,  A.S.C. 

Technicolor  Color  Director Natalie  Kalmus 

Musical  Director Leo  F.  Forbstein 

A  rt  Director Jorm   Hughes 

Sound Everett  A.  Brown,  David  Forrest 

Film    Editor David  Weisbart 

Production  Numbers  Orchestrated  and  Conducted  by Ray  Heindorf 

Dance  Numbers LeRoy  Prinz 

Special  Effects Robert  Burks,  A.S.C. 

Set  Decorations : Armor  Marlowe 

Makeup  Artist Perc  Westmore 

Wardrobe Milo  Anderson 

Dance  Costumes Travilla 

Additional   Music Max  Steiner 

Vocal  Arrangements Dudley  Chambers 

Unit   Manager Eric   Stacey 

Montages James   Leicester 
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CAST 


Cole  Porter Cary  Grant 

Linda  Lee  Porter Alexis  Smith 

Himself Monty  Woolley 

Carole  Hill Ginny  Simms 

Grade  Harris.  .'. Jane  Wyman 

Gabrielle Eve  Arden 

Anatole  Giron Victor  Francen 

Leon  Dowling Alan  Hale 


Nancy Dorothy    Malone 

Bernie Tom  D' Andrea 

Kate  Porter Selena  Royle 

Ward  Blackburn Donald  Woods 

Omer  Porter Henry  Stephenson 

Bart  McClelland Paul  Cavanaeh 

Wiloivsky Sig  Ruman 

Herself Mary    Martin 


"Ten  Best"  Multiple  Credits 

Analysts  of  production  and  cast  credits  of  the  1946  "Ten  Best  Pictures,"  as  voted  in  THE  FiLJft  DAILY'S 

25th  annual  poll,  spotlights  these  multiple  contributions 


INGR1D  BERGMAN  starred  in  four  of  the  Ten  Best:   "Notori- 
ous," "Spellbound,"  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's"  and  "Saratoga  Trunk." 


THOMAS  LITTLE  did  set  decorations  for  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven' 
and  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam." 


GARY  GRANT  played  important  roles  in  "Night  and  Day"  and 
'Notorious." 


BEN  NYE  was  makeup  artist  on  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Si 
and  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven." 
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JANE  WYMAN   appeared  in  "The  Lost  Weekend"  and  "Night 
and  Day." 


FRED  SERSEN  did  special  photographic  effects  for  "Leave  Her 
to  Heaven"  and  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam." 


LEO  McCAREY  was  producer  and  director  of  "The  Bells  of  St. 
Mary's,"  as  well  as  doing  the  original  story. 


ERIC    STAGEY    was    unit    manager    for    "Saratoga    Trunk"    and 
'Night  and  Day." 


EDITH  HEAD  designed  costumes  for  "The  Lost  Weekend"  and 
'The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's,"  and  did  the  gowns  for  "Notorious." 


MAX    STEINER    composed    and   adapted   additional    music    for 
Night  and  Day"  and  wrote  the  music  for  "Saratoga  Trunk." 


ALFRED  HITCHCOCK  produced  and  directed  "Notorious"  and 
directed  "Spellbound." 


LAURENCE  OLIVIER  produced,  directed  and  starred  in  "Henry 
V." 


ADDISON  RICHARDS  appeared  in  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam,' 
'Spellbound"  and  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven." 


VERNON  L.  WALKER  did  special  effects  for  "Notorious"  and 
"The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's." 


PERCY   WESTMORE    did  makeups   for   "Night   and   Day"   and 
"Saratoga  Trunk." 


LYLE  WHEELER  was  art  director  for  "Anna  and  the  Kin^  of 
Siam"  and  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven." 


CHARLES  BRACKETT  produced  "The  Lost  Weekend"  as  well 
as  co-authoring  the  screenplay. 


GEORGE  BARNES  was  director  of  photography  for  "Spellbound" 
and  "The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's." 


LEO  F.  FORBSTEIN  was  musical  director  of  "Saratoga  Trunk" 
and  "Night  and  Day." 


BEN    HECHT    wrote    "Notorious"    and   did    the    screenplay    for 
"Spellbound." 


RAY  HEINDORF  was  responsible  of  orchestra  arrangements  and 
orchestrated  and  conducted  production  numbers  for  "Night  and 
Dav." 


BILLY  WILDER  directed  "The  Lost  Weekend"  and  was  co-author 
of  the  screenplay. 


DARRELL   SILVERA   was    set    decorator  on    "The  Bells  of  St. 
Mary's"  and  "Notorious." 


WALLACE  FORD  appeared  in  "The  Green   Years"   and   "Spell- 
bound." 


NORMAN    LLOYD    also   has   roles    in    "The    Green    Years"    and 

'Spellbound." 


RICHARD  LYON  played  in  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam"  and 
The  Green  Years." 


ROGER  HEMAN   was  in   charge   of  sound  recording  for  "Anna 
and   the  King  of  Siam"   and  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven." 


SELENA   ROYLE   appeared   in   "The   Green  Years"    and   "Night 
and  Dav." 


NATALIE  KALMUS  got  Technicolor  director  credit   for  "Night 
and  Day"  and  "Leave  Her  to  Heaven." 


HENRY  STEPHENSON  had   parts   in   "The  Green   Years"   and 
"Night  and  Dav." 
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Critics  Who  Voted  for  the  1946  Ten  Best 


Newspapers 

Alabama 

Dan    Cobb,  Jr.,  Post   Birmingham. 

Harry  P.  Hall,  Eagle,  Dothan. 

Louis  A.  Eckel,  Times  &  Tri-Cities  Daily, 
Florence. 

Jeanette  Keyser,  Press  Register,  Mobile. 

Mildred  Smith,  Advertising,  Montgom- 
ery. 

Arkansas 

Alfred  W.  Rose,  News,  Camden. 
Betty  G.  Woods,   World,  Helena. 
C.  C.  Allard,  Democrat,  Little  Rock. 
Anthonv  Grove,  Evening  Star,  Mena. 

California 

Everett  Johannes,   Times-Star,  Alameda. 

Clayton  Ward,  Post-Advocate,  Alham- 
bra. 

Mae   Saunders,    Californian,   Bakersfield. 

Hal  Johnson,  Daily  Gazette,  Berkeley. 

Dick  F.  Turpin,  Evening  Review,  Bur- 
bank. 

Fred    D.    Broun,   Advance,    Burlingame. 

Richard  L.  Davis,  Times- Advocate,  Es- 
condido. 

Will  N.  Speegle,  Humboldt  Times,  Eu- 
reka. 

Llovd  L.  Sloan,  Citizen-News,  Hollywood. 

Lowell  E.  Redelings,  Citizen-News,  Hol- 
lywood. 

C.  W.  Avdelotte,  Citizen,  Inglewood. 

John  W.  Teed,  Press-Telegram,  Long 
Beach. 

Jimmy  Starr,  Herald  i~  Express,  Los  An- 
geles. 

John  L.  Scott,  Times,   Los  Angeles. 

Edwin    Schallert,    Times,    Los    Angeles. 

Philip  K.  Scheuer,   Times,  Los  Angeles. 

Lillian  Larssen,  Bee,  Modesto. 

\  ehna  Y.  Holden,  Journal,  North  Sacra- 
mento. 

Ed   Nelson,  Post-Enquirer,   Oakland. 

Wood   Soanes,    Tribune,   Oakland. 

Harry  J.  Olberg,  Jr.,  Argus-Courier, 
Petaluma. 

Earl    W.  Porter,  Daily  Press,  Riverside. 

Chapin  A.  Day,  Union,  Sacramento. 

Jack  Retlaw,  Daily  Journal,  San  Diego. 

Don  H.  Short,  Morning  Union-Evening 
Tribune-Sun,   San    Diego. 

John  Hobart,  Chronicle,  San  Francisco. 

Claude  La  Bell,  News,  San  Francisco. 

Joe  Fazio,  Mercury -Herald  &  News,  San 
Jose. 

Fred  F.  Feary,  Daily  Record,  Stockton. 

Mrs.  Midge  Mossberg,  Star-Free  Press, 
Ventura. 

Fred  H.  Jenkins,  Register-Pajaronian, 
Watsonville. 

Rex  B.  Kennedy,  News,  Whittier. 

Colorado 

Bettv   Craig,  Post,  Denver. 

Walter  Walker,  Daily  Sentinel,  Grand 
Junction. 

Max  W.  Vawter,  Herald  Democrat, 
Leadville. 

Fred  E.  Winsor,  Chronicle-News,  Trini- 
dad. 

Connecticut 

Leo  Miller,  Herald,  Bridgeport. 

Wilbert  O.  Jacob,  News-Times,  Dan- 
bury. 

Samuel  B.  Cohen,  Daily  Journal,  Meri- 
den. 

Leonard  S.  Massell,  Advocate,  Stamford. 

John  H.  Thompson,  Register,  Torring- 
ton. 

George  T.  Dillon,  Democrat,  Waterbury. 

\follie   Cullen,   Republican,   Waterbury. 

Delaware 

Helen  Barrett,  Journal-Every  Evening, 
Wilmington. 


Betty  Burroughs,  Morning  News,  Wil- 
mington. 

Roy  Clifford  Hurd,  Sunday  Star,  Wil- 
mington. 

District   of   Columbia 

Nelson    B.    Bell,  Post,   Washington. 

Florida 

Jean  Holland,  Daily  News,  Ft.  Lauder- 
dale. 

Mrs.  Gladys  Hanton,  News-Press,  Fort 
Myers. 

Judge  J.  May,  Times-Union,  Jackson- 
ville. 

Dorothy  Raymer,  Daily  News,  Miami. 

George  K.   Bourke,  Herald,  Miami. 

Paul  M.  Brunn,  Star-Sun,   Miami  Beach. 


Edward  P.    Joyce,  Courier  News,  Elgin. 

Grace  Leone  Barnett,  Jaurnal-Standard, 
Freeport. 

W.  K.  Turner,  Daily  Register,  Harris- 
burg. 

Lea  Borkon,  Herald-News,  Joliet. 

Robert  A.  Johns,  Post-Tribune,  LaSalle. 

Winifred  K.  Armstrong,  Daily  Record, 
Lawrenceville. 

Oldham  Paisley,  Daily  Republican,  Mari- 
on. 

Lola  G.  Clark,  Daily  Dispatch,  Moline. 

Ellen   Lohnes,  Daily    Times,   Pekin. 

Robert  M.  Shepherdson,  Journal,  Peoria. 

Evabeth  Miller,  Morning  Star,  Peoria. 

L.   W.  Waltman,  News-Herald,  Peru. 

Harriet  Stafford  Jeanes,  Argus,  Rock 
Island. 


W^V  DAILY 


Thanks 


These  representative  motion  picture  critics  and  reviewers  of 
press  and  radio  whose  splendid  co-operation  in  applying  the 
national  critical  yardstick  to  American  screen  entertainment 
annually  makes  possible  the  presentation  of  the  Ten  Best 
Pictures,  a  pioneer  and  distinctive  industry  and  journalistic 
feature. 
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A.  R.  Dunlap,  Evening  Independent,  St. 

Petersburg. 
Ellen  Fulton,   Times,  St.  Petersburg. 
Clyde    Richard    Bergwin,   Daily    Times, 

Tampa. 
Thomas  J.  O'Connor,  Morning  Tribune, 

Tampa. 

Georgia 

Jimmy    Robinson,   Herald,   Albany. 

Paul  Jones,  Constitution,  Atlanta. 

Fred  D.  Moon,  Journal,  Atlanta. 

Mrs.  Lucile  McAllister  Scott,  Daily 
World,  Atlanta. 

Mildred  Inglett,  Herald,  Augusta. 

Latimer  Watson,  Ledger  6-  Ledger-En- 
quirer, Columbus. 

Quimbv  Melton.  Jr.,  Daily  News,  Grif- 
fin. 

Eleanor  H.  Orr,  Daily  News,  LaGrange. 

Emilv  R.  Jerger.  Times  Enterprise, 
Thomasville. 

Idaho 

Louise  M.  Shadduck,  Press,  Coeur 
d'Alene. 

Illinois 

Betty  J.  Snorr,  Deacon-News,  Aurora. 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Kern,  News-Democrat, 
Belleville. 

Mrs.  Opal  Melton  Loucks,  Evening  Senti- 
nel, Centralia. 

Charles  M.  Schooff,  Downtown  Shopping 
News,  Chicago. 

Ann  Marsters,  Herald-American,  Chi- 
cago. 

William  Leonard,  Journal  of  Commerce, 
Chicago. 

Henry  T.  Murdock,  Sun,  Chicago. 

Mae  Tinee,   Tribune,  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Hartman,  Commercial-News, 
Danville. 


W.  F.  Dagon,  State  Journal  if  Register, 

Springfield. 
Robert   M.  Heck,  Iroquois  County  Daily 

Times,  Watseka. 

Indiana 

Walter  S.  Bradfute,  World-Telephone, 
Bloomington. 

Sarah  V.  Chadwick,  Daily  Times,  Brazil. 

George  H.  James,  Times,  Brazil. 

Frank  Barry,  Daily   Truth,  Elkhart. 

Leah  Bodine  Drake,  Courier,  Evans- 
ville. 

Ed  Klingler,  Press,  Evansville. 

Tom  R.  Gilliam,  Jr.,  Journal  Gazette, 
Fort  Wayne. 

Lloyd  Logan,  News-Sentinel,  Fort  Wayne. 

Herb    Swartz,    News-Democrat,    Goshen. 

Doris   L.   King,    Times,   Hammond. 

Charles  E.  Bangs,  News,  Huntington. 

Martha    McHatton,  News,    Indianapolis. 

Corbin    Patrick.    Star,    Indianapolis. 

Maurice  C.  Tull,  Tribune,  Kokomo. 

Allen  Sauers,  Pharos-Tribune,  Logans- 
port. 

Camille  Utter  Meno,  Tribune,  Mitchell. 

Ed  Ogborne,  Courier-Times,  New  Castle. 

Howard  B.  Clark,  Republican,  Rensse- 
laer. 

Anabel  Lickev.  Tribune,  South  Bend. 

Norma  Sevier,  Daily  Times,  Sullivan. 

Mabel   McKee,  Star,  Terre  Haute. 

James  J.  Patchell,  Times  Gazette,  Union 
City. 

Jeanne    Grover,   Plain    Dealer,    Wabash. 

Iowa 

Mrs.  Llovd  M.  Hines,  News-Republican, 

Boone. 
Xadine  Subotnik,  Gazette,  Cedar  Rapids. 
Duight  R.  Clark,  Daily   Times  &  Chief, 

Cherokee. 


Rex  J.  Ballard,  Daily  Times,  Davenport. 

John  E.  O'Donnell,  Democrat,  Daven- 
port. 

Sterling  Bemis,  Register  &  Tribune, 
Des  Moines. 

Edwin  B.  Green,  Press-Citizen,  Iowa  City. 

C.   D.   Foehlinger,   Herald,   Oskaloosa. 

Emmett  I.  Mowery,  Daily  Courier,  Ot- 
tumwa. 

R.  K.  Tindall,  Evening  Sentinel,  Shen- 
andoah. 

Ruth  Wilson,  Cedar  Valley  Daily  l/\ 
Vinton.  '  / 

L.  E.  Wood,  Daily  Courier,  Waterloo. 

Kansas 

Alan  B.  Houghton,  Daily  Call,  Beloit. 

Becky   Vallette,    Tribune,    Chanute. 

Olive  Thompson,  Gazette,  Emporia. 

Pat  Taylor,  Daily  News,  Havs. 

Stuart  Awbrey,  News-Herald,  Hutchin- 
son. 

Dorothy  Cochran,  Tribune-News,  Man- 
hattan. 

Jack  A.  Moorhead,  Daily  Sun,  Neodesha. 

Virginia   A.    McDonald,  Eagle,   Wichita. 

Kentucky 

John  McGill,  Daily  Independent,  Ash- 
land. 

Austin  Adkinson,  Daily  Leader,  Fulton. 

W.  G.  Schoepflin,  Gleaner  &  Journal, 
Henderson. 

John  D.  Jenks,  Herald,  Lexington. 

Bovd  Martin,  Courier-Journal,  Louisville. 

A.  A.  Daugherty,  Times,  Louisville. 

Lew  Schatzmann.  Daily  Independent, 
Maysville. 

Louisiana 

Hunter  Jarreau,  Daily  Town  Talk,  Alex- 
andria. 

V.  L.  Gresham,  State  Times,  Baton 
Rouge. 

June  Bivona,  Item,   New  Orleans. 

Eleanor  P.  Nicholson,  Times-Picayune, 
New  Orleans. 

Frank   Grosjean,  Journal,   Shreveport. 

Maine 

Edith  Thayer,  Daily  Sun,  Lewiston. 
Val  Couture,  Le  Messager,  Lewiston. 
Dorothv  F.  Hamlin.  Press  Herald,  Port- 
land. 

Maryland 

Donald  Kirklev,  Sun-Sunday  Sun,  Balti- 
more. 

Henry  Decker,  News-Post,  Frederick. 

J.  Richard  Rauth,  Daily  Mail,  Hagers- 
town. 

L.  S.  McWilliams,  Morning  Herald, 
Hagerstown. 

Harry  Warner.  Jr..  Morning  Herald, 
Hagerstown. 

Massachusetts 

C.  S.  Sherman,  Daily  Sun,  Attleboro. 
John    Francis    Claffev,    Evening    Times, 

Beverly. 
L.  A.  Sloper,  Christian  Science  Monitor, 

Boston. 
E.  F.  Melvin,  Christian  Science  Monitor, 

Boston. 
Leo  G.  Gaffnev.  Daily   Record,   Boston. 
Marjorv  Adams.  Globe,  Boston. 
Elinor   L.   Hughes,  Herald,  Boston. 
Lester  Smith.  News  Bureau,  Boston. 
Prunella    Hall,  Post,  Boston. 
Helen  Eager,  Traveler,  Boston. 
Fred  L.  Gillis,  Evening  Record,  Chelsea. 
Rita  M.  Naughton,  Daily  Item,  Clinton. 
Alban  A.  Dube.  Herald  News,  Fall  River: 
Marv  Jean  Mullens.  News,  Framingham. 
Louise  C.  Koegel.   Transcript-Telegram, 

Holvoke. 
Timothv     F.     O'Hearn.     Eagle-Tribune. 

Lawrence. 
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Bill  Collins,  Jr.,  Sunday  Sun,  Lawrence. 

Helen  B.  Gales,  Sunday  Telegram,  Lo- 
well. 

Edward  E.  Jaffee,  Evening  Item,  Lynn. 

A.  E.  Menninger,  Jr.,  Standard-Times, 
New  Bedford. 

Edward  D.  Brown,  Daily  News,  New- 
buryport. 

\V.  Harley  Rudkin,  Daily  News,  Spring- 
field. 

Mike  Zandan,  Free  Press,  Springfield. 

L  1G^  Mace,  Republican,  Springfield. 
— Tas     J.     Murphy,      News-Tribune, 
Waltham. 

James  Lee,  Gazette,  Worcester. 

A.  Alfred  Marcello,  Sunday  Telegram, 
Worcester. 

Michigan 

Mrs.  Madge  A.  Milliken,  Daily  Telegram, 

Adrian. 
VI   Weitschat,  News,  Detroit. 
Richard  F.  Shappell,  Journal,  Flint. 
Philip  A.  Wight,  Gazette,  Kalamazoo. 
Jean  Worth,  Herald-Leader,  Menominee. 

Minnesota 

[ay  Daane,  Daily  Herald,  Austin. 

H.  Z.  Mitchell,  Pioneer,  Bemidji. 

Merrie  V.  Cornwell,  Daily  Transcript, 
Little  Falls. 

Harry  Reasoner,  Daily  Times,  Minne- 
apolis. 

Robert  E.  Murphy,  Star  if  Tribune,  Min- 
neapolis. 

Jules  L.  Steele,  Dispatch  if  Pioneer 
Press,  St.  Paul. 

May  S.  Murray,  Republican-Herald, 
Winona. 

Mississippi 

Drew     Shankle,     Commercial    Dispatch, 

Columbus. 
Katie  Lou    Keahey,   American,   Hatties- 

burg. 
Purser  Hewitt,  Clarion-Ledger,  Jackson. 
Earl  C.  Magee,  Daily  News,  Jackson. 
Dorothy    Mary    Whitaker,    Daily    News, 

Jackson. 

Missouri 

Robert    E.    Young,    Daily    Republican, 

Lamar. 
James  E.  Sterner,  Ledger,  Mexico. 
Merrill  Chilcote,  News-Press,  St.  Joseph. 
Herbert  L.    Monk,   Globe-Democrat,  St. 

Louis. 
Bernard  A.   Ehrenreich,  Star-Times,  St. 

Louis. 
Ben     Swearingen,      Daily     Quill,     West 

Plains. 

Montana 

M.  J.  Deevy,  Daily  Chronicle,  Bozeman. 
A]  Gaskill,  Independent-Record,  Helena. 
Allen  Cowperthwaite.  Independent-Rec- 
ord, Helena. 

Nebraska 

Miss  Pat  Loper,  Daily  Sun,  Beatrice. 

Ray  Gattermeyer.  Daily  Telegram,  Col- 
umbus. 

Arch  W.  Jarrell,  Daily  Independent, 
Grand  Island. 

foe  FitzGerald,  Journal,  Lincoln. 

Ann  E.  Wary,  News-Press,  Nebraska 
City. 

S.  H.  McCaw,  Daily  News,  Norfolk. 

Jake   Rachman,    World-Herald,   Omaha. 

New  Hampshire 

John  I.  Quirk,  Union-Leader,  Manches- 
ter 

New  Jersey 

Dorothy  S.  Yetter,  Press-Union,  Atlantic 

Citv. 


Dorothea  Wingert,  Daily  Journal,  Eliza- 
beth. 

Gordon  J.  Hart,  Hunterdon  County 
Democrat,    Flemington. 

Arthur  D.  Mackie,  Jersey  Journal,  Jer- 
sey City. 

Norman  B.  Tomlinson,  Daily  Record, 
Morristown. 

Walter  S.  Shultise,  Daily  Home  News- 
Sunday    Times,    New    Brunswick. 

Alan  Grey  Branigan,  Evening  News, 
Newark. 

Maurice  Bland,  Star-Ledger,  Newark. 

Max   L.   Simon,   Sunday   Eagle,   Passaic. 

Milton  G.  Levine,  Evening  News,  Pater- 
son. 

Margaret  Garlick,  Sunday  Eagle,  Pater- 
son. 

Paul  Kosene,  Evening  News,  Perth  Am- 
boy. 

New  Mexico 

Walter  T.  Vivian,  Daily  Optic,  Las  Vegas. 
PaPul    B.    McEvoy,    Morning    Dispatch, 
Roswell. 

New  York 

Clif  Bradt,  Knickerbocker  News,  Albany. 

Edgar  S.  Van  Olinda,  Times-Union,  Al- 
bany. 

Hugh  P.  Donlon,  Evening  Recorder, 
Amsterdam. 

Victor  J.  Callanan,  Citizen-Advertiser, 
Auburn. 

P.  Walter  Hanan,  Press,  Binghamton. 

James  F.  Schrader.  Courier-Express,  Buf- 
falo. 

W.  E.  J.  Martin,  Courier-Express,  Buf- 
falo. 

Shirley  Marks,  Courier-Express,  Buffalo. 

Steven  V.  Feelev,  Courier-Express,  Buf- 
falo. 

George  Prymusinski,  Everybody's  Daily, 
Buffalo. 

John  Allen,   Jr.,  Standard,  Cortland. 

Tom   Byrne,  Sunday    Telegram,  Elmira. 

Clarence  L.  Slade,  Morning  Herald, 
Gloversville. 

Josephine  Coppola,  Newsday,  Hemp- 
stead, L.  I. 

H.  Paul  Draheim,  Evening  Telegram, 
Herkimer. 

Thomas  E.  Brundage,  Union-Sun  if  Jour- 
nal, Lockport. 

Margaret  Donaldson,  Daily  Time,  Mam- 
aroneck. 

John  D.  Chequer,  Daily  Argus,  Mount 
Vernon. 

Shirley   Graf,  Daily   Mirror,  New   York. 

Kate  Cameron,  Daily  News,  New  York. 

Wanda  Hale,  Daily  News,  New  York. 

Dorothy  Masters,  Daily  News,  New  York. 

Leo  Mishkin,  Morning  Telegraph,  New 
York. 

Edward  Berger,  Morning  Telegraph, 
New  York. 

Archer  Winsten,  Post,  New  York. 

Irene  Thirer,  Post,  New  York. 

Charles  M.  Macko,  Wall  St.  Journal, 
New  York. 

Alton  Cook,  World-Telegram,  New  York. 

Edgar  Price,  Brooklyn  Citizen,  New 
York. 

Frank  Frazer,  Long  Island  Daily  Advo- 
cate,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Helen  Waters,  Long  Island  Daily  Advo- 
cate, Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Alice  T.  Mokarzel,  Al-Hoda,  New  York. 
Dr.    Charles    Foeldy,    Amerikai    Magyar 

Nepszava,  New  York. 
Kurt  Hellmer,  Aufbau,  New  York. 
Manfred  George,  Aufbau,  New  York. 
Anna  P.  Krasna,  Glas  Naroda,  New  York. 
Dan  Feder,  Jewish  Daily  Forward,  New 

York. 
Manuel  Laverde,  La  Presna,  New  York. 
David    Matis,    Morning    Freiheit,    New 
York. 


Basil  J.  Vlavianos,  National  Herald, 
New  York. 

Elias  Camenos,  National  Herald,  New 
York. 

Andrew  J.  Valuchek,  New  Yorsky  Den- 
nik,  New  York. 

Joseph  AlatyKa,  Polish  Daily  Morning 
World,  New  York. 

Dr.  D.  Z.  Krinkin,  Russky  Golos,  New 
York. 

Calvin  D.  Myers,  News,   Newburgh. 

E.  Joe  Albertson,  Evening  Star,  Peeks- 
kill. 

T.  Harold  Weldon,  Press-Republican, 
Plattsburga. 

George  L.  uavid,  Democrat  if  Chronicle, 
Rochester. 

Amy  H.  Croughton,  Times-Union,  Roch- 
ester. 

Shirley  Armstrong,  Gazette,  Schenectady. 

Everett  L.  Finch,  Union-Star,  Schenec- 
tady. 

Thola  Nett  Tabor,  Post  Standard,  Syra- 
cuse. 

Vincent  S.  Jones,  Observer-Dispatch- 
Daily  Press,  Utica. 

Dominic  Pepp,  Daily  Times,  Watertown. 

North  Carolina 

Emery  Wister,  News,  Charlotte. 

Dick  Pitts,  Observer,  Charlotte. 

Fred  Haney,  Morning  Herald,  Durham. 

Mack  Webb,  Sun,  Durham. 

Lester  C.  Gilford,  Daily  Record,  Hick- 
ory. 

Jack  Rider,  Daily  Free  Press,  Kinston. 

J.  H.  McEwen,  Jr.,  Twin  City  Daily 
Times,    Morehead    City. 

Donna  L.  Hughes,  Evening  Telegram, 
Rocky  Mount. 

Teenus  Cheney,  Evening  Post,  Salisbury. 

Lewis  Heilbroner,  Daily  Southerner, 
Tarboro. 

Richard  E.  Morris,  Daily  News,  Wash- 
ington. 

Gowan  H.  Caldwell,  Journal,  Winston- 
Salem. 

North  Dakota 

Gaylord    E.    Conrad,    Capital,   Bismarck. 

Ohio 

Clarence  D.  Steffy,  Review,  Alliance. 

John  Wyant,  Jr.,  Examiner,  Bellefon- 
taine. 

Dennis  R.  Smith,  Repository,  Canton. 

Mrs.  Melva  Young  McGee,  Daily  Stand- 
ard, Celina. 

Alvin    C.   Zurcher,   Gazette,   Chillicothe. 

Arthur  F.  Spaeth,  News,  Cleveland. 

Joe   R.    Mills,   Star,   Columbus. 

Chuck  Gay,  Daily  News,  Dayton. 

A.  S.  Kany,  Herald,  Dayton. 

Herald,  Delphos. 

Marilyn  J.  Conover,  News  if  Republi- 
can, Kenton. 

Richard  W.  Mattox,  Eagle-Gazette,  Lan- 
caster. 

Phyllis  Wentz,  News,  Lima. 

R.  W.  Ferguson,  Times-Leader,  Martins 
Ferry. 

Dean  G.  Warner,  Daily  Times,  New 
Philadelphia. 

Bessie  Biddle,  Daily  Times,  Niles. 

Hilda    Fastman,    Telegraph,   Painesville. 

Lola   Hill,  Daily    Call,  Piqua. 

Mary  Berger,  Herald-Star,  Steubenville. 

Mitchell   Woodbury,  Blade,  Toledo. 

Ira   Brock,   Times,  Toledo. 

Oklahoma 

Bob     Lee     Kidd.     Jr.,     Review-Courier, 

Alva. 
E.  F.  Montgomery,  Examiner-Enterprise. 

Bartlesville. 
L.  M.  Nichols,  Record,  Bristow. 
J.  Allen  Thomas,  Morning  News,  Enid. 


Dillard  Pope,  Daily  Leader,  Guthrie. 
Ernestine   Brown   Gorman,  Daily    Okia- 

homan,    Oklahoma    City. 
John  H.  Booker,  Tribune,  Tulsa. 
Russell  A.  Gideon,  World,  Tulsa. 

Oregon 

C.   E.   Ingalls,   Gazette-Times,   Corvallis. 
Herb  Grey,  Mail   Tribune,  Medford. 
Walter  W.  R.   May,  Enterprise,  Oregon 

City. 
Harold  Hunt,  Oregon  Journal,  Portland. 
Herbert  L.  Larson,  Oregonian,  Portland. 

Pennsylvania 

J.    M.   Rickabaugh,  Mirror,  Altoona. 

Robert  T.  Atwood,  Telegraph,  Browns- 
ville. 

A.  J.  White,  Dispatch-Herald,  Erie. 

Errol  H.  Derby,  Tribune  Review,  Greens- 
burg. 

Dick  McCrone,  Evening  News,  Harris- 
burg. 

Thomas   M.   Malia,  Patriot,  Harrisburg. 

Gertrude  Lawatsch,  Telegraph,  Harris- 
burg. 

Anna  Mae  Geissinger,  Daily  News, 
Huntington. 

Joan  Eunice  Ray,  Evening  Gazette,  In- 
diana. 

Harry   Hesselbein,   Tribune,  Johnstown. 

Herbert   B.  Krone,  New  Era,  Lancaster. 

Walter   R.   Searer,   Sentinel,  Lewistown. 

Rebecca  F.  Gross,  Express,  Lock  Haven. 

Kenneth  P.  Williams,  Tribune,  Mead- 
ville. 

Bette  K.  Stevenson,  Record-American, 
Mahonoy   City. 

Leonore  Bushman,  Daily  News,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Arthur  B.  Waters,  Gazette-Democrat, 
Philadelphia. 

Mildred  Martin,  Inquirer,  Philadelphia. 

Alma  Rae  Clark,  Daily  Republican, 
Phoenixville. 

Harold  V.  Cohen,  Post-Gazette,  Pitts- 
burgh. 

Kasher  Monahan,  Press,  Pittsburgh. 

Karl    Krug,   Sun-Telegraph,    Pittsburgh. 

Shandy  Hill,  Mercury,  Pottstown. 

Hernvood  E.  Hobbs,  Journal,  Pottsville. 

Marion   Clifford,  Republican,  Pottsville. 

T.   R.    Hughes,    Times,   Reading. 

Al  Williams,  Tribune,  Scranton. 

Margaret  T.  Riley,  Centre  Daily  Times, 
State  College. 

Julia  Rishel,  Valley  Daily  News,  Taren- 
tum. 

George  H.  Straley,  Daily  Local  News, 
West  Chester. 

Sheldon  Clark  Wintermute,  Record, 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Mary  E.  McGoey,  Sunday  Independent. 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Mrs.  Madeline  J.  Keatley,  Times-Leader 
Evening  News,  Wilkes-Barre. 

Wilbert  L.  Haare,  Dispatch,  York. 

Rhode  Island 

Nancy  Hess,  Journal,  Providence. 
Bradford    F.   Swan,   Journal   if   Evening 

Bulletin,  Providence. 
Paul     B.     Howland,     Sunday     Journal. 

Providence. 
Wilton    P.     Hudson.    Pawtuxet    Valley 

Daily   Times,  West  Warwick. 
Miss  K.  Eileen  Doyle.  Call,  Woonsocket. 

South  Carolina 

Willis  H.  Harper,  Morning  News,  Flor- 
ence. 

Yancev  Gilkerson.  Piedmont,  Greenville. 
Thomas  B.  Schlesinger,  Herald- Journal. 

Spartanburg. 
W.  E.  Seifert.  Jr.,  Journal,  Spartanburg. 
Deward    B.    Brittain,    Evening    Herald 

Rock  Hill. 
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South  Dakota 

Evelyn  Hartnagel,  Daily  Huron ite  o1 
Plainsman,  Huron. 

Tennessee 

Malcolm    Miller.  Journal,  Knoxville. 
Hugh    Allen,    News-Sentinel,    Knoxville. 
Harry      Martin,      Commercial      Appeal, 

Memphis. 
Milton    Randolph,   Banner,   Nashville. 

Texas 

Betty    Gose,    Globe-News,    Amarillo. 

Tommy   Hart,  Herald,  Big  Springs. 

R.  M.  Cantrell,  Daily  Favorite,  Bonham. 

Jack  Wooldridge,  Daily  Sun,  Corsicana. 

John  Rosenfield,  Morning  News,  Dallas. 

David  Stephens,  Daily  Times  Herald, 
Dallas. 

Ida  Belle  Hicks,  Star-Telegram,  Fort 
Worth. 

Mona  Joy  Armstrong,  Inquirer,  Gon- 
zales. 

C.  H.  Page,  Daily  News,  Henderson. 

Mildred    Stockard,     Chronicle,    Houston. 

Paul  Hochuli,  Press,  Houston. 

Charles  W.  RatlifT,  Avalanche-Journal, 
Lubbock. 

Mrs.  Naomi  Caddel.  Avalanche-Journal, 
Lubbock. 

VV.  L.  Hamilton,  Herald  &  Press,  Pales- 
tine. 

Scott  Rarferty,  Daily  News,  Pampa. 

R,  L.  Vickery,  News,  Paris. 

E.  B.   Miller,  Herald,  Plainview. 

Jo  Ann  Eidom,  News,  Port  Arthur. 

Sam   Woolford.  Light,   San   Antonio. 

Bobbye  Lee  Wendland.  Daily  Telegram, 
Temple. 

Marguerite  Hercules,  Courier-Times- 
Telegraph,  Tyler. 

Utah 

Alice   Pardoe  West,  Standard-Examiner, 

Ogden. 
Pat  Lees.  Telegram,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont 

Elisabeth    Ramon.    Daily    Times,    Barre. 
William  P.  G.  Chapin,  Herald,  Rutland. 

Virginia 

Evelyn  K.  Hicks,  Herald  Courier-News- 
Bulletin,  Bristol. 

Mary   Lamb,    Virginian,   Covington. 

A.    A.   Farley.   Register,   Danville. 

David  W.  Wright.  Advance,  Lynchburg. 

Alton  Williams,  Neivs  Leader,  Rich- 
mond. 

Edith  Lindeman,  Times-Dispatch,  Rich- 
mond. 

E.  Lewis  Knowles,  Evening  Leader, 
Staunton. 

E.  W.  Opie,  News-Leader,  Staunton. 

Washington 

Margaret  Bean,  Spokesman  -  Review, 
Spokane. 

J.  Willis  Sayre,  Post-Intellingencer,  Se- 
attle. 

Richard  E.  Hays.  Times,  Seattle. 

Chet  Skreen,  Times,  Tacoma. 

West   Virginia 

led    G.    McDowell.    Post-Herald,    Beck- 
lev. 
John  R.  Brown.  Advertiser,  Huntington. 

Wisconsin 

Bruce  J.  Nelson,  Leader-Telegram,  Eau 
Claire. 

Elaine  Edwards,  Evening  News,  Kenosha. 

Sterling  Sorensen.  Capital  Times,  Madi- 
son. 

Helen  Matheson,  Wisconsin  Spate  Jour- 
nal. Madison. 


George    J.     MacFarline,    Herald-Times, 

Manitowoc. 
Don  Dornbrook,  Journal,  Milwaukee. 
Bea  J.  Pepan,  Journal,  Milwaukee. 
Walter  Monfried,  Journal,  Milwaukee. 
Dorothy     M.     Lawton,    J  Journal-Times, 

Racine. 
Clarence   H.   Witter,  Daily    Times,  Wa- 

tertown. 
William     A.     Bralick,     Daily     Freeman 

Waukesha. 

Hawaii 

Walter  Ives  Christie,  Star  Bulletin,  Hon 
olulu. 

Industry  Papers 

Leonard    Traube.    The    Billboard,   New 

York. 
Robert      F.      Klingensmith,      Boxoffice, 

Pittsburgh. 
Hye     Bossin,     Canadian     Film     Weekly, 

Toronto. 
Ray    Lewis,     Canadian    Moving    Picturt 

Digest,  Toronto. 
Frame     S.    Leyendecker.    Film    Bulletin, 

New  York. 
Chester    B.   Bahn,  The  Film   Daily. 
P.  S.  Harrison,  Harrison's  Reports,  New 

YorK. 
Blanche    Steinberg,    Independent    Filn- 

Journal,  New  York. 
Herbert   M.   Miller,  Jay  Emanuel  Publi 

cations,     Philadelphia. 
Charles    E.    "Chick"    Lewis,    Showmen') 

Trade  Review,  New  York. 
Sam    Black,    The    Studio    News,    Holl* 

wood. 

Magazines 

John     U.     Sturdevant.     The     American 

Weekly,  New  York. 
Philip   T.    Hartung,    The    Commonweal 

New  York. 
Bill     Treadwell,    Fawcett    Publications, 

New  York. 
William  Lewin,  Fihn  and  Radio  Guide 

Newark,  N.  J. 
Elizabeth    Golding,    Glamour    Magazine. 

New  York. 
Johnny   J.   Kline,   Greater    Show    World, 

New   York. 
Virginia    Spies,    Liberty    Magazine,    New 

York. 
Daniel     D.    Mich.   Look    Magazine,   New 

York. 
Maxwell  Hamilton,  Motion  Picture,  New 

York. 
Betty  Etter,  Movie  Life,  New   York. 
Gloria     Patricia     Steendal.     Movieland, 

New  York. 
Richard  Griffith,  New  Movies,  New  York. 
T.   H.   Wenning,  Newsweek,    New   York. 
Margaret   M.  Koehler,  Pathfinder  Maga- 
zine,   Washington. 
Charles    Marion    Boone.    Pic    Magazine, 

New  York. 
Sallie    Belle    Cox,    Woman's    Day,    New 

York. 


Jack  Parker,  Atlantic  &  Pacific  Feature 
Syndicate,  Hollywood. 

Vance  Chandler,  Authenticated  News 
Sen/ice,  Hollywood. 

William  H.  Mooring,  The  Tidings,  Los 
Angeles;  Odhams  Press,  London;  Cath- 
olic Press  of  the   United  States. 

Easton  West,  Continental  Feature  Serv- 
ice, Hollywood. 

Harold  Heffernan,  Detroit  Neivs  and 
Nana  Syndicate,  Los  Angeles. 

Alice  L.  Tildesley,  Ledger  Syndicate, 
Hollywood. 

James  M.  Fidler,  McNaught  Syndicate, 
Hollywood. 


Roy  O'Neal,  O'Neal  Services,  Hunts- 
ville,    Ala. 

Carter  Bradley,  United  Press  Associa- 
tion, Oklahoma  City. 

Lyn  Connelly,  Western  Newspaper  Un- 
ion, Chicago. 

Radio  Stations 

Alabama 

Raymond  C.  Watson,  Jr.,  WHMA,  An- 
il is  ton. 
Robert  B.   Taber,  WFEB,  Sylacauga. 

Arizona 

John    Jay    Knight,    KOY,    Phoenix. 
Larry  Jonas,   KPHO,  Phoenix. 
Norman  B.  Harrington,  KGLU,  Safford. 

Arkansas 

Elizabeth    S.    Wellborn,    KFFA,    Helena. 

California 

Shirley  Hawley,  KFMB,  San  Diego. 
Lois  Thiile,  KSAN,  San  Francisco. 
Dorothea    Barnett,    KTKC,  Visalia. 

Colorado 

Cecil  Seavey,  KRDO,  Colorado  Springs. 

district  of  Columbia 

Nancy  Osgood,  WRC,  Washington. 

Florida 

Dorothy   Horsfall,   WPDQ,  Jacksonville. 
Kay  Stanley,  WMBR,  Jacksonville. 
Tom    Matthews,   WFLA,   Tampa. 

Georgia 

Glenn   C.   Hayes,   WBML,   Macon. 

J.    Marion    Harman,    WGOV,   Valdosta. 

Illinois 

Jeanne    M.   Doran,   WMRO,   Aurora. 
Roy  McCarthy,  WTMV,  East  St.  Louis. 
Wanda    R.    Owen,    WEBO,    Harrisburg. 
lngiis   M.  Taylor.  WEBQ,  Harrisburg. 
Virginia     Colwell.    WLDS.    Jacksonville. 

Iowa 

Richard    B.    Hull,   WOI.    Ames. 
Herold  L.  Kooser,  WOI,   Ames. 
Nancy  Gibbons.  WMT.  Cedar  Rapids. 
„.Le  Buchanan,  KSO,  Des  Moines. 

Kansas 

Josephine  Rice,   KANS,  Wichita. 
Bobbie   Mack,  KFBI,  Wichita. 

Kentucky 

Evelyn  Carroll,  WPAD,  Paducah. 
Gene    Peak.    WPAD.    Paducah. 

Ii3uisiana 

Anne  Kennedy.  WjiiVv',  .New  Orleans. 
Jill  Jackson,  WWL,    New  Orleans. 

Maine 

Don   Kelly,  WRDO,  Augusta. 

Maryland 

Frank    Fan.   WCAO.   Baltimore. 

Michigan 

Richard   E.   Osgood,  WXYZ,  Detroit. 
Raymond  G.  Ulbrich,  WSOO,  Sault  Ste. 
Marie. 

Minnesota 

Jerre  McCue.  KSTP,  St.  Pad. 

Mississippi 

Norman  Lawrence,  WMlS,  Natchez. 

Nebraska 

Marjorie  Christensen,  KORN,  Fremont. 
A.  Wayne   Beavers,  KGFW,  Kearney. 
Grace   Wilson,  KOMH,  Omaha. 


New  Jersey 

Don   C.   Hart,   WSNJ,   Bridgeton. 
George  H.  Green,  WAAT,  Newark. 

New  Mexico 

Frank  W.  Joyce,  KGFL,  Roswell. 

New  York 

E.  R.    Gamble,  WBTA,  Batavia. 

Dorothy  R.  Shank,  WEBR,  Buffalo. 

Alice  De  Cesare,  WGNY,  Newbur-,' 

Jack  O'Reilly,  WHOM,   New   Yd   } 

Clifford  Evans,  WLIB,  Brooklyn  *^.   Y. 

William  J.  Adams,  WHEL-WHEF, 
Rochester. 

Hamilton  M.  Woodle,  WOLF,  Syra- 
cuse. 

Robert  D.  Wortendyke.  WTRY,  Troy. 

North  Carolina 

J.  B.  Clark,  WAYS,  Charlotte. 
Don  Sheldon,  WSOC,  Charlotte. 
Albert  R.  Lanphear.  WFTC.  Kinston. 

Ohio 

Millicent  Louise  Soet,  WICA,  Ashtabula. 
Bill    McCluskey,  WLW,  Cincinnati. 
Dorothy   Day.   WJW,   Cleveland. 
Uldene  Wagner,  WPAY,  Portsmouth. 
Jean  L.  Krieger,  WRRN.  Warren. 
Earl  W.  Brannon.  WHIZ,  Zanesville. 

Oklahoma 

Maxine  Eddy  Bowman,  KGFE,  Shawnee. 

Oregon 

Hal    Byer,   KWIL,   Albany. 

Laura   Bryant   Nidever.  KORE,  Eugene. 

Marjorie  Pierce.  KLBM,  La  Grande. 

Pennsylvania 

Kave   Witmer,   WKBO.   Harrisburg. 
Claire  R.   McCollough,  WGAL,  Lancas- 
ter. 
Dolly  Banks,  WHAT,  Philadelphia. 
Kathryn    Dolbier,    WIBG,   Philadelphia. 
Adelaide  Bry,  WIP,  Philadelphia. 
Frances  McGuire.  WIP,  Philadelphia. 
Lynn  Lewis,  WARM.   Scranton. 
Paul  Gamble,  WPIC,  Sharon. 
Marian  L.  Johnston.  WMBS.  Uniontown. 

Rhode  Island 

A]   Wilmarth.  WPRO.  Providence. 

South  Carolina 

Annemie  Heineman.  WCSC,  Charleston. 

South  Dakota 

Ellen   Crillv.  KOTA.  Rapid    City. 
Verlyn   Thomson.  KSOO,  Sioux  Falls. 

Tennessee 

Mrs.    Mabel    C.   Light.   WDOD,   Chatta- 
nooga. 
Kay  Allen,  WMPS,  Memphis. 

Texas 

Mrs.    Doane   Chapman,   KPAB,   Laredo. 
Joyce  Taylor.  KVOP.  Plainview. 

Utah 

Richard  W.  Ashard.  KSUB.  Cedar  City* 

Washington 

Harry  J.  Jordan.  KEVR.  Seattle. 
Margaret   Ward.   KOL,  Seattle. 
Scott  Seifert.  KXA.  Seattle. 
Burke  Ormsby,  KTBI,  Tacoma. 

West   Virginia 

Bei  ton  Sonis,   WCHS.  Charleston. 
C.  P.  Vogel,  Jr.,  WGKV.  Charleston. 

Wisconsin 

Rodger  Mueller,  WHBY.  Appleton. 

Wyoming 

Norman    E.   Wegmet.   KWYO.   Sheridan. 
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JANE  GREER •  MIKE  MAZURKI 

Produced  by  STEPHEN  AMES  •  Directed  by  RICHARD  WALLACE 
Screen  Play  by  JOHN  TWIST      -  ,      \ 
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Competitive  Bids  Will  Bring  Chaos,  Viciousness 


Fabian  States  Industry 
Placed  in  "Grave  Danger" 
8y  Decree;  Okays  Appeal 

Si  H.  Fabian,  president  of  the 
American  Theaters  Association,  Fri- 
day sharply  attacked  the  auction 
selling  provisions  of  the  New  York 
Equity  Court's  decree  and  asserted 
that  ATA  counsel  was  already  at 
work  on  appeal  plans  which  would 
be  filed  at  an  early  date  subject  to 
approval  by  ATA's  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

"This  decree  directs  competitive 
bidding  with  all  of  the  viciousness 
and  chaos  we  all  know  it  to  entail," 
Fabian  said.  "The  sound  theater  op- 
erator stands  today  facing  an  era 
that  will  make  the  earlier  price  wars 
pall  by  comparison.  He  faces  com- 
petition from  irresponsible  operators 
and  wild-cat  speculators  who  will 
bid  film  prices  to  bankruptcy  levels. 
He  faces  competition  from  those 
with  bigger  bankrolls  who  have  no 
immediate  concern  with  profit  or 
loss.  He  faces  competition  from 
amateurs  attracted  to  the  industry 
in  the  belief  that  product  is  assured. 
He  faces  competition  from  affiliates 
who,  being  assured  of  one  product, 
their  own,  without  competition,  are 
placed  in  a  superior  bidding  posi- 
tion for  the  best  of  the  remaining 
product." 

Fabian  averred  that  ATA's  action 
in  intervening  in  the  case  was  fully 
justified  by  the  decree  which  had 
placed  the  industry  in  "grave  dan- 
ger." "Competitive  bidding,"  he 
said,  "enables  and  almost  directs 
distribution  to  adopt  practices  that 
will  intensify  rather  than  eliminate 
monopoly  and  will  inevitably  lead 
to  fui-ther  and  multiplied  legal  pro- 
ceedings down  into  the  future." 

The  ATA  prexy  assured  the  As- 
sociation's members  that  the  fight 
was  not  yet  over  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
would  "beyond  all  doubt"  empower 
him  to  carry  the  fight  to  the  Su- 
preme Court. 


Tampa's  Park  Thea. 
Talking  Trust  Suit 

Tampa,  Fla. — Harvey  Fleischman, 
manager  of  the  Park  Theater  has  an- 
nounced the  closing  of  the  house  for 
an  indefinite  period  because  of 
claimed  inability  to  "buy  high  class 
films  of  the  same  quality  it  has  en- 
joyed since  its  opening  10  years  ago." 
Leonard  Abess  of  Miami,  who  pur- 
chased the  theater  last  June,  states 
he  is  planning  to  file  anti-trust  suits 
against  major  film  companies  who 
he  claimed  "will  not  do  business  with 
us." 

Abess  has  in  mind  a  number  of 
improvements  for  the  theater  and  an 
extensive  remodeling  program  has 
been  planned. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

JOHN  WATERS.  Director.  Bom  New  York  City,  Oct.  31,  1893.  Educated  in 
New  York  schools.  In  1906,  started  in  show  business  as  a  stagehand  on 
original  production  of  "The  Red  Mill."  Continued  as  a  stagehand  until  1910, 
when  he  joined  Reliance  Film  Company  as  a  prop  man.  Remained  with  Reliance 
until  1913,  when  he  joined  Biograph  as  a  prop  man.  In  1914,  was  made  an  as- 
sistant director  to  Director  Wray  Physioc.  Went  with  Physioc  to  Florida  to  work 
on  the  first  Technicolor  feature,  "The  Gulf  Between." 
Joined  Harold  Lockwood  in  1917  as  an  assistant  director. 
Entered  service  December,  1917,  as  a  member  of  Signal 
Corps,  making  combat  pictures.  Returned  from  service  in 
Germany  in  1919  and  went  with  old  World  Film  Co.,  as 
an  assistant  director.  Came  to  California  in  1920  with 
C.  A.  "Doc"  Willat.  Joined  Paramount  in  1922  and  start- 
ed directing  Zane  Grey  series  in  1925,  starring  Jack 
Holt.  "Born  to  the  West,"  "Forlorn  River,"  "A  Man  of 
the  Forest,"  "The  Mysterious  Rider"  were  among  Zane 
Grey  stories  filmized.  Directed  Gary  Cooper's  first 
starring  picture  "Arizona  Bound,"  and  later  also  directed 
"Nevada,"  starring  Cooper,  and  "Beau  Sabreau,"  sequel 
to  "Beau  Geste."  Directed  Wallace  Beery,  William  Pow- 
ell, Raymond  Hatton,  Warner  Baxter,  W.  C.  Fields, 
Chester  Conklin,  Ford  Sterling,  Tim  McCoy,  Noah  Beery 
and  others.  Joined  M-G-M  in  1928,  directing  Tim  Mc- 
Coy in  two  pictures.  After  a  much  needed  vacation  rejoined  M-G-M  as  a  di- 
rector of  second  units  on  most  of  company's  outstanding  pictures.  Left  M-G-M 
to  enter  World  War  II  in  December,  1942  as  a  member  of  Signal  Corps,  mak- 
ing training  films.  Rejoined  M-G-M  in  1945  and  directed  Wallace  Beery  in 
"The  Mighty  McGurk." 


Three  Steffes  Theaters 
Sold  in  Two  Minn.  Deals 


Minneapolis — Three  Loop  theaters 
here  were  sold  by  the  estate  of  the 
late  W.  A.  (Al)  Steffes  for  a  re- 
ported price  of  $290,000.  Individual 
purchase  prices  of  the  three  nouses 
were  not  disclosed.  Ihe  Alvin,  a 
burlesque  house,  and  the  World, 
showing  mostly  moveovers  and  re- 
issues, were  purchased  by  George 
Granstrom  and  associates  of  St. 
Paul.  Granstom  is  president  of  the 
Highland  Theater  Corp.  of  St.  Paul 
which  operates  several  independent 
houses  in  that  city. 

The  Bijou,  a  Bowery  grind  house, 
was  bought  by  Harry  Dryer,  present 
manager  of  the  theater  and  for  sev- 
eral years  a  partner  with  Steffes. 

Steffes,  a  national  figure  in  inde- 
pendent exhibitor  activities  and  for 
several  years  president  of  the  North- 
west Variety  Club,  died  June  19, 
1946.  His  widow  recently  renounced 
his  will  to  accept  a  widow's  dowry 
(one-third  of  the  estate)  thus  pav- 
ing the  way  for  a  quick  deal  to  wind 
up  trusteeship  of  the  estate. 

The  Granstrom  purchase  came  as 
a  surprise  to  the  trade  here  since 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  Ted 
Mann  and  Ben  Berger  were  said  to 
be  bidding  for  the  Steffes  properties. 


Evergreen's  Finke  Dead 

Portland,  Ore.  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  here  for  Albert  J.  Finke, 
51,  vice-president  of  the  Evergreen 
Theaters  Circuit,  who  died  of  a  heart 
attack.  A  native  of  San  Francisco, 
Finke  was  actively  connected  with 
the  management  of  the  circuit's  the- 
aters for  the  past  35  years.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  a  son  and 
daughter. 


MMPTA  Sets  Up  Clearing 
Board  for  Industry  Fetes 

A  registration  or  clearing  bureau 
has  been  established  by  the  Metro- 
politan Motion  Picture  Theaters  As- 
sociation for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing conflicts  of  dates  between  func- 
tions of  charitable,  civic  and  other 
organizations  in  the  metropolitan 
area. 

The  bureau  will  register  the  dates 
submitted  to  it  of  all  dinners,  lunch- 
eons, meetings  and  conferences 
which  are  of  interest  to  MMPTA 
members  and  to  others  in  the  film 
industry,  and  upon  request  will  in- 
form interested  parties  what  dates 
have  already  been  filed. 

The  Association  plans  to  eventu- 
ally send  out  periodic  notice  of  the 
dates  submitted  to  the  bureau. 

Listings  of  dates  must  be  reported 
in  writing  to  the  Office  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Director,  Rodney  H.  Smith, 
at  1501  Broadway. 


Pittsburgh  Variety  Club 
Elects  Year's  Directors 


Pittsburgh — New  directors  elected 
by  the  local  Variety  Club  include: 
Bennett  Amdur,  Pete  Dana,  Cliff 
Daniel,  George  Eby,  Sam  Fineberg, 
William  Finkel,  Sam  Sperenza,  Bert 
Stearn,  Ben  Steerman,  Tom  Troy  and 
John  Walsh.  Delegates  appointed 
for  the  national  convention  in  Holly- 
wood next  May  are  Joe  Hiller  and 
John  Walsh;  I.  Elmer  Ecker  and  J. 
T.  McGreevey  are  alternates. 

RKO  Sets  "Sinbad"  Screenings 

RKO  will  tradeshow  "Sinbad  The 
Sailor,"  Monday,  Jan.  13,  at  10:30 
a.m.  at  the  Normandie.  Film  will  be 
tradeshown  nationally  Jan.  28. 


13  Disfribs.  Named 
In  Chi.  Trust  Suit 


I  Continued  from  Page  ll 
Court  Friday  under  the  sA  m 
anti-trust  law,  against  Loew'sYxvKO, 
Fox,  Vitagraph,  Warner  Bros.,  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Paramount  Film 
Distributing  Corp.,  Columbia,  Uni- 
versal, United  Artists,  Republic, 
Monogram,  PRC  Pictures,  Screen 
Guild,  Film  Classics  of  Illinois,  In- 
diana Illinois  Theaters,  Dunes  Lake 
Corp.,  Lido  Amusement  Co.,  Uptown 
Theater  Corp.,  Dunes  Amusement 
Co.  and  James  E.  Coston. 

Complaint  charges  the  Lido  Am- 
usement Co.,  Uptown  and  Dunes  Am- 
usement Co.  are  subsidiaries  of  the 
Indiana  Illinois  Circuit,  and  recites 
that  Philon  took  over  the  Lake  The- 
ater in  Michigan  City,  formerly  op- 
erated by  Indiana  Illinois  Circuit, 
which  gave  up  the  lease.  Philon,  it 
is  alleged,  re-named  the  house  the 
Liberty,  spending  many  thousands 
modernizing  it  and  since  then  has 
not  been  able  to  secure  films  to  re- 
open the  theater  to  the  public. 

The  complaint  asserts  that  Coston 
is  a  large  stockholder  in  the  Indiana 
Illinois  Circuit  and  is  also  a  Warner 
Theaters  general  manager  here;  that 
Paramount,  Loew's,  Fox,  Warners, 
RKO,  Columbia,  Universal,  United 
Artists,  produce  70  per  cent  of  all 
feature  pictures  made  in  this  coun- 
try and  Philon  has  not  been  able  to 
secure  either  first  or  second-run  film 
from   distributors. 

It  is  charged  the  defendant  exhib- 
itors have  sewed  up  all  first-run  films 
for  Michigan  City  to  March  1  this 
year  and  second-run  films  to  June  1 
so  that  the  Philon  theater  could  not 
secure  product  until  those  dates.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  combined  pur- 
chasing power  of  the  Indiana- 
Illinois  29  theaters  and  Warner  The- 
aters under  Coston  management  in- 
duced distributors  to  refrain  from 
selling  films  to  the  Liberty  Theater. 

As  a  further  charge,  the  complaint 
says  that  the  defendant  exhibitors 
induced  Kroehler  Co.  to  reject  an 
order  for  seats  for  the  theater. 

To  Set  Schoenstadt 
Trial  Date  Wednesday 

Chicago  —  Defense  attorneys  will 
meet  with  Stein  and  Rosenberg, 
Schoenstadt  Theater  attorneys  on 
Wednesday  to  set  a  new  date  for  a 
hearing  of  the  Schoenstadt  anti- 
trust case  now  in  Judge  Philip  Sulli- 
van's court. 


Rialto,  Chi.,  Threatens 
To  File  Anti-Trust  Suits 

Chicago  —  Thomas  C.  McConnell, 
counsel  for  the  management,  has 
notified  all  Chicago  film  exchanges 
that  unless  they  sell  the  Rialto  The- 
ater first-run  films  he  will  institute 
triple  damage  suits  under  the  Sher- 
man and  Clayton  anti-trust  laws. 
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Ulied  Counsel  Says  Gov't 
Objectives  Not  Reached; 
Honor  Bound"  to  Appeal 


ion  of  Divorcement  Must  Be  Overruled 

Favored  Customer  Evil 

CIEA  Head  Sees  Decree  as  Clarifying 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

lashington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

"V;jington  —  Declaring  that  the 
rei^r-~-nt  created  in  rejecting  di- 
oreement  "must  be  over-ruled," 
jbram  F.  Myers,  Allied  States  board 
nairman  and  general  counsel,  over 
ne  week-end  said  the  Government 
^ould  be  "honor  bound"  to  appeal 
rom  the  New  York  equity  case  de- 
,iee. 

i  "So  far  as  the  Government  is 
oncerned,"  Myers  said,  "It  would 
eem  to  be  honor  bound  to  appeal 
com  this  judgment.  Its  objectives 
ave  not  been  attained. 

"The  precedent  created  in  reject- 
fig  divestiture  or  dissolution  must 
e  over-ruled  if  the  law  is  to  be 
•ffectively  enforced  in  the  future. 
Joreover,  to  permit  these  defend- 
ants to  retain  their  vast  theater 
oldings  while  breaking  up  the  les- 
ijer  Crescent  and  Schine  Circuits, 
iiot  only  would  be  unjust  but  would 
aake  the  Sherman  Act  ridiculous." 

Myers'  views  were  contained  in  a 
etailed  analysis  of  the  decree  sent 
Ver  the  week-end  to  all  Allied  mem- 
ers.  "With  arbitration  out,"  he 
ommented,  "the  defendants  must 
ct  at  their  own  peril  in  all  trans- 
actions. Violation  of  any  of  the 
ecree's  numerous  provisions  will  re- 
ult  not  in  an  arbitration  proceeding 
fut  will  expose  the  defendants  to 
unishment  for  contempt  of  court." 

Maintains  Monopoly  Still  Exists 

By  rejecting  both  total  divestiture 
-nd  a  ban  on  cross-licensing,  the 
ourt  makes  no  provision  for  end- 
ng  or  reducing  in  any  substantial 
egree  the  present  monopoly  power 
f  the  defendants,  Myers  said. 

While  the  decree  is  "woefully 
^eak"  in  divestiture,  the  attorney 
tated,  "it  is  sharp  in  its  prohibition 
f  further  theater  acquisitions." 

"Although  the  Court  rejected  a 
umber  of  transparent  proposals  by 
he  defendants  for  further  weaken- 
ng  the  provisions  relating  to  joint 
.wnership  and  adopted  strong  mea- 
ures  for  expediting  the  termination 
hereof,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
hat  the  Court  will  act  with  firmness 
n  resisting  the  defendants'  pleas  for 
'ermission  to  put  out  their  part- 
ners," Myers  said. 

"A  further  weakness,"  Myers  con- 
inued,  "is  that  when  the  Court 
eached  the  conclusion  that  total  di- 
estiture  should  not  be  granted,  it 
iad  before  it  defendants'  total  hold- 
ngs,  showing  the  full  extent  of  their 
•ower.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  take 
ip  each  jointly-owned  theater  or 
ircuit  and  apply  to  it  Sherman  Law 
iests  without  regard  to  defendants' 
ther  vast  holdings. 

Defendants  Allowed  100  Houses 

Myers  also  singled  out  for  criti- 
ism  what  he  termed  the  "deplorable 
precedent,"  set  by  Judge  Henry  W. 
ioddard,  in  permitting  certain  of 
he   defendants    to   acquire   approx- 


Jesse  Stern,  CIEA  chairman,  said 
Friday  that  after  an  initial  reading 
of  the  decree,  it  was  his  personal 
opinion  that  the  system  of  auction 
selling  as  provided  for  in  the  Court's 
order  could  not  effectively  eliminate 
the  present  evil  of  "preferred  cus- 
tomers." 

"Under  the  provisions  of  Par.  c, 
Sec.  8  of  the  decree,  since  the  dis- 

STERN  CONCURS 


Jesse  Stern,  CIEA  chairman, 
made  this  statement  on  Friday: 
"I  have  read  the  comment  upon 
the  decree  made  by  Abram  F. 
Myers,  as  reported  in  THE  FILM 
DAILY  and  I  wholeheartedly 
agree  with  his  analysis." 


tributor  is  not  compelled  to  accept 
a  bid  in  a  competitive  situation  even 
though  it  equals  or  exceeds  the 
minimum  flat  rental  he  asks  for,  if 
the  distributor  finds  that  the  theater 
which  is  not  the  preferred  customer 
is  the  highest  bidder,  he  may  throw 
out  all  the  bids  and  call  for  new 
ones.  In  such  a  case,  therefor,  the 
distributor  can  keep  calling  for  bids 
until  the  right  customer  makes  the 


highest  offer.  And  the  right  cus- 
tomer will  know  what  his  competi- 
tor has  offered  so  that  on  the  second 
round  of  bidding  he  can  top  that 
offer." 

Stern  said  further  that  the  chief 
advantage  of  the  decree  over  the 
June  opinion  was  that  it  had  clari- 
fied the  issues.  "The  burden  of  rea- 
sonable clearance  is  now  squarely 
upon  the  distributors  and  they  will 
violate  the  decree  at  their  peril.  The 
knowledge  that  contempt  action  by 
the  Government  will  be  the  remedy 
that  an  exhibitor  can  seek  in  the 
event  of  unreasonable  clearance 
should  act  as  a  strong  deterrent 
against  deliberate  violations."  Stern 
added,  however,  that  he  was  not 
over-optimistic  that  the  distributors 
would  change   their  tactics. 

The  CIEA  head  also  felt  that  the 
former  distinctions  made  between 
run  and  clearance  were  now  obsolete 
as  a  result  of  the  Court's  enjoin- 
ment.  "It  appears  to  me,"  Stern 
said,  "that  in  competitive  situations, 
where  there  are  two  or  more  the- 
aters, there  is  no  longer  any  dis- 
tinction between  run  and  clearance. 
The  two  terms  have  now  become 
synonymous. 


Middle  of  the  Road 
Course  Needed,  Cohen 


Warners  Take  Over 
Theater  in  Bogota 


Bogota,  Colombia  (By  Cable) — 
The  San  Jorge  Theater  has  been 
taken  over  by  Warners  following 
improvements.  First  offering  under 
the  new  management  is  "A  Stolen 
Life,"  which  opened  over  the  week- 
end. 


imately  100  theaters  under  the  con- 
set  decree. 

"While  the  consent  decree  was  not 
co-extensive  with  the  Sherman  Law 
— a  damning  criticism  of  that  docu- 
ment— and  future  acquisitions  will 
be  subjected  to  a  different  test,  the 
indulgent  attitude  of  that  member 
of  the  court  is  all  too  apparent." 

Discussing  the  decree's  competi- 
tive  selling  provisions,  Myers   said: 

"The  Court  clung  to  its  brain  child 
—  competitive  selling  —  though  in 
modified  form. 

"Two  concessions  were  made  in 
deference  to  the  protests  of  the  ex- 
hibitors. The  first,  is  that  the  sys- 
tem is  limited  to  competitive  areas — 
this  is  really  a  phantom  concession 
since  the  system  would  not  have 
worked  in  closed  situations  in  any 
case.  The  second,  is  that  the  system 
is  not  required  in  areas  in  which 
there  is  no  offer  made  by  any  exhib- 
itor within  the  time  limit  prescribed 
in  the  order  (i.  e.  15  days  after 
notice). 

"The  second  concession  means, 
that  in  those  situations  where  runs 
are  well  established  and  there  is  no 
present  desire  among  the  exhibitors 
to  change  the  existing  order,  the 
bidding    system    can    be    dispensed 


U-I  Premiere  For  Press 
On  New  C&O  Rail  Theater 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — More  than  60  press 
reps,  from  New  England,  the  South, 
the  Middle  West  and  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  will  attend  tonight's  in- 
auguration of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio's  nightly  film  shows  aboard  the 
crack  train,  "The  George  Washing- 
ton," running  from  here  to  Cincinnati. 

U-I's  "Swell  Guy,"  produced  by 
Mark  Hellinger,  will  have  its  world 
premiere  aboard  the  train.  Ann 
Blyth,  star  of  the  film,  is  here  from 
the  West  Coast  to  make  the  trip 
with  the  newsmen  as  guests  of 
Robert  R.  Young,  chairman  of  the 
C.  &  O. 

Universal  reps,  making  the  trip 
are:  Al  Horwits,  Ben  Katz,  Charles 
Simonelli,  Milton  Livingston  and 
Robert  Wile. 


Golder  Rites  in  Phiily 

Philadelphia  —  Funeral  services 
for  Benjamin  M.  Golder,  54,  were 
held  here  with  interment  in  Mount 
Sinai  Cemetery.  Golder  was  a  prom- 
inent film  attorney  and  represented 
Henry  Perelman  in  his  famous  suit 
against  the  major  companies  con- 
cerning double  bills.  He  is  survived 
by  a  brother,  Henry,  former  opera- 
tor of  the  Hollywood  Film  Exchange 
here. 


with.  In  other  words,  the  system 
will  be  brought  into  play  only  when 
it  is  invoked  by  an  exhibitor  who  de- 
sires to  bid  against  another  exhib- 
itor for  a  particular  run." 


Max  A.  Cohen,  prexy  of  Cinema 
Circuit,  yesterday  urged  that  in- 
dustry leaders  sit  down  together  and 
iron  out  their  differences. 

"Now  is  the  logical  time,"  Cohen 
told  The  Film  Daily,  referring  to 
last  Tuesday's  decision  of  the  Statu- 
tory Court,  "for  cool  minds  on  all 
sides  to  sit  down  and  chart  a  course 
that  will  travel  the  middle  of  the 
road.  .  .  .  The  only  logical  construc- 
tive thing  that  can  be  done  at  this 
time  is  for  a  meeting  of  all  hands, 
because  history  proves  that  the  last 
decree  only  set  the  stage  for  this 
one,  and  this  one  might  set  the  stage 
for  the  next  one,  and  so  on,  ad  in- 
finitum." 

Referring  to  the  court's  decision 
again,  Cohen  stated,  "There's  a  lot 
of  ambiguity  of  language.  .  .  .  This 
thing  (the  decision)  is  frought  with 
a  lot  of  hazardous  possibilities.  .  .  . 
Only  serve  to  plague  us  again  some- 
time in  the  future." 

Cohen  called  attention  to  one  of 
the  points  made  by  the  court:  "In 
Paragraph  8,  they  still  retain  juris- 
diction of  this  cause,  so  that  the  in- 
dustry is  still  at  all  times  in  the 
hands  of  governmental  control  or 
regulation." 

Re-iterating  the  importance  of 
team-work  and  compromise,  Cohen 
asserted,  "The  same  people  who 
started  in  the  same  business  many, 
many  years  ago  are  still  in  the  same 
business.  The  only  unfortunate  com- 
mentary that  can  be  made  is  that 
they  still  have  each  other's  hands  at 
each  other's  throats." 

Cohen's  telling  point:  "Curbstone 
opinions,  at  this  time,  are  absolutely 
of  no  value." 


Dallas  Telenews  Will 
Present  Rank  Features 


Dallas  —  The  Telenews  Theater, 
which  since  1941  has  followed  a 
newsreel  policy,  became  Dallas' 
first  downtown  cinema-art  theater  on 
Christmas  Eve  with  the  showing  of 
J.  Arthur  Rank's  "Notorious  Gentle- 
man." 

Other  Rank  films  set  for  showing 
at  the  Telenews  include  "Brief  En- 
counter," "I  Know  Where  I'm  Go- 
ing," "This  Happy  Breed,"  "Johnny 
Frenchman,"  "A.  Lady  Surrenders," 
"The  Captive  Heart,"  and  "Wicked 
Lady." 


Correction 

Philadelphia  —  Annual  meeting  of 
the  ATO  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
will  be  held  here  on  Jan.  28. 


Tesluck  Almont  Bows 

Almont,  Mich.  —  S.  J.  Tesluck  is 
owner  of  the  new  Almont  Theater 
here.  Harold  Muir  manages. 
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"Stagecoach  to 
Denver" 

with  Allan  Lane,  Bobby  Blake,  Martha 

Wentworth 

Republic  56  M!ns. 

SPARKED  BY  BETTER  THAN  AVERA'E 
SERIES  PLOT,  THIS  ONE  SLIPS  INTO 
BETTER  BRACKET. 

Comic  strip  fans  are  sure  to  enj:y  "S. 
to  D.",  latest  in  the  Red  Ryder  scries, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  yet  made  in  this 
type  of  footage.  Story  and  direction  are 
above  par. 

"Big  Bill"  Lambert  is  locked  upon  by  all 
the  citizens  of  Elk  Horn  as  the  pilar  of 
their  community.  He  owns  the  stage  line 
to  Denver  and  therefore  ccntrols  the  news 
between  the  two  places.  His  side  racket  is 
unlawfully  acquiring  the  property  of  set- 
tlers by  paying  cff  or  d'sposing  of  -II  the 
land  commissioners  sent  h's  way.  Oie  of 
these  commissioners,  Edward  Cassidy,  is  on 
his  way  to  Denver,  in  the  new  stage  line, 
when  Red  Ryder,  Little  Bs?ver,  and  the 
Duchess  arrive  in  town,  bringing  with  them 
Dickie  Rav,  a  five-year-old  orphan  on  h:s 
way  to  Denver  to  live  w'th  his  aunt.  In 
destroying  the  coach  to  get  rid  of  the  com- 
missi'ner.  the  child  is  badly  hurt  an-1  taken 
to  CoonskVs  ranch,  where  the  doctor  re- 
ports he  will  have  to  have  permission  from 
his  nearest  relative  to  perform  a  needed 
spinal  operation,  Lambert's  men  try  to  stop 
Ryder  from  sending  a  message  to  the  Aunt 
for  fear  rf  a  new  commissioner  arriving 
also,  but  the  message  gets  through.  Th's 
leaves  no  alternative  but  for  Lambert  to 
detain  the  aunt  along  with  the  commis- 
sioner and  send  two  substitutes,  Wjlly  and 
Beautiful.  The  girl  ?ets  frightened  when 
she  realizes  the  boy's  life  hangs  on  hsr  de- 
cision and  tries  to  leave.  Ryc'er  discovers 
the  land  graft  racket  and  accidentally  dis- 
covers who  the  leader  is.  Lambert  has  ti'm 
put  in  jail  and  plots  to  kill  him  when  he 
tries  to  escape.  Meanwhile  Dickie  and  the 
Duchess  have  left  on  the  stage  for  Denver. 
Ryder  overtakes  them  in  time  to  avert 
disaster,  and  in  a  running  battle,  Lambe't 
and  most  of  the  gang  are  killed,  includ'ng 
Beautiful.  The  real  aunt  and  commissioner 
are  discovered  and  once  more  Elk  Horn 
settles  down  to  a  peaceful  existence,  while 
Red  Ryder  and  Little  Beaver  go  off  in 
search  of  a  new  chapter. 

CAST:  Allan  Lane,  Bobby  Blake,  Martha 
Wentworth,  Roy  Barcroft,  Peggy  Stewart,  Em- 
mett  Lynn,  Ted  Adams,  Edmund  Cobb,  Tom 
Chatterton,  Bobble  Hyatt,  George  Chesebro,  Ed- 
ward Cassidy,  Wheaton  Chambers,  Forrest  Tay- 
lor. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Sidney  Picker; 
Director,  R.  G.  Springsteen;  Or;g;nal  screenplay, 
Earle  Snell;  Based  on  Fred  Harmon's  comic.  Red 
Ryder;  By  arrangement  with  Stephen  Slesinger; 
Photographer,  Edgar  Lyons;  Film  Edtor,  Les 
Orlebeck:  Musical  Director,  Mort  Glickman; 
Sound,  Fred  Sra'il;  Art  Director,  Paul  Young- 
blood;  Set  Directions,  John  McCarthy,  Jr.  and 
Earl    Wooden;    Makeup    supervisor,    Bob   Mark. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Okay. 


French  Feature  to  Bow 

"Sierra  de  Teruel,"  French  film 
based  on  two  actual  incidents  of  the 
Spanish  Civil  War,  written,  directed 
and  produced  by  Andre  Malraux, 
noted  French  novelist,  is  scheduled 
to  make  its  American  premiere  at 
the  55th  St.  Playhouse  after  the  run 
of  "Jericho."  Lopert  Films  is  re- 
leasing the  Malraux  pic. 


"Alias  Mr.  Twilight" 

with  Lloyd  Corrigan,  Gigi  Perreau 
Columbia  69  Mins. 

SOLID  STORY  VALUES,  GOOD  COMEDY 
TOUCHES  AND  ABLE  PERFORMANCES 
PUT  THIS  ONE  OVER. 

Grandpa  Lloyd  Corrigan  is  always  making 
trips.  When  he  returns  he  always  has  nice 
gifts  for  little  Gigi  Perreau.  He's  a  con  man 
and  Alan  Bridge  is  always  around  to  think 
up  a  new  way  of  taking  suckers  all  over 
the  country.  They  pull  nifties  in  New  Or- 
leans, San  Diego  and  finally  in  their  local 
bailiwick.  This  last  has  to  do  with  a  ship 
and  is  one  long,  laughable  gag  that  can  be 
summed  up  in  the  Production  Code — crime 
does  not  pay. 

Primarily  a  tale  of  the  devotion  of  Cor- 
rigan for  the  youngster,  the  story  is  solid 
fiction  played  out  to  good  effect  by  the 
principals.  The  half  dozen  characters  in- 
volved in  the  telling  susta'n  the  story.  It 
is  basically  a  simple  affair  that  is  not  top 
hard  to  take. 

The  game  Corrigan  and  Bridge  play  is 
soon  known  to  Michael  Duane,  a  police 
investigator  of  con  men,  who  always  car- 
ries on  a  romance  with  Trudy  Marshal1,  the 
child's  nurse.  Each  time  Corrigan  is  off  on 
a  trip,  headquarters  receives  a  report  from 
the  general  vicinity  of  his  travels  to  the 
effect  that  the  game  has  been  "worked." 
Duane  adds  all  this  up  and  confronts  Miss 
Marshall  with  it.  She  in  turn  confronts  Cor- 
rigan. He  needs  just  a  little  more  time. 
Meanwhile  Rosalind  Ivan  has  been  lurking 
in  the  background  scenery  hatching  a  black- 
mail plot.  She  wants  money — or  the  child. 
Corrigan  in  due  time  sees  that  she  gets 
neither. 

This  last  is  cleverly  worked  out  tongue- 
in-cheek  business  right  under  the  noses  of 
the  authorities.  But  it  is  to  no  avail.  The 
biggest  deal  Corrigan  ever  attempted  falls 
through,  partly  by  his  own  conniving.  It 
results,  however,  in  Miss  Ivan  going  to 
jail,  along  with  Corrigan  and  Bridge.  The 
child  goes  to  Miss  Marshall  and  Duane, 
who  marry  and  adopt  her  for  a  happy  con- 
clusion. 

CAST:  Michael  Duane,  Lloyd  Corrigan,  Trudy 
Marshall.  Gigi  Perreau,  Rosalind  Ivan,  Alan 
Bridge. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  Haggort;  Director, 
John  Sturges;  Screenplay  by  Brenda  Weisberg 
from  an  original  story  by  Arthur  Z.  Orloff; 
Cameraman,  Vincent  Farrar;  Art  Director,  Hans 
Radon;  Set  Decorations,  George  Montgomery; 
Film    Editor,    Aaron   Stell;    Music,    Paul    Sawtell. 

DIRECTION,   Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


Spanish  Studio  to  Make 
De  Loyola  Biog.  Film 


Madrid  (By  Air  Mail)  —  C1FESA, 
major  Spanish  film  company,  will 
produce  a  biographical  film  based  oh 
the  life  of  the  founder  of  the  Jesuit 
Order,  Ignacio  de  Loyola.  -The  pro- 
duction is  planned  in  co-operation 
with  |he  Catholic  Film  Centre  at  the 
Vatican  in  Rome.  ;.'      :-.:: '  ■  :■,  ■ 


Century  Begins  '47  Drive 

The  second  of  Century  Theaters 
seasonal  box  office  drives  swung  in- 
to action  over  the  week-end  with  the- 
ater personnel  vying  for  the  win* 
ners'  four-day  trips  to  Timberdoodle 
Lodge,  Lake  Placid  home  of  Fred  J. 
Schwartz,  vice-president  of  the  com- 
pany. Drive,  runs:  for  10  weeks. 


"Helldorado" 

with  Roy  Rogers,  George  "Gabby"  Hayes 
Republic         ■  70  Mins. 

THE  RANGERS  ROUND  UP  A  BLACK 
MARKET  GANG  AGAINST  A  LAS  VEGAS 
CARNIVAL:   GOOD   ROGERS   VEHICLE. 

In  Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  they  have  an  an- 
nual, hangup  shindig  called  "Helldorado 
Week"  in  which  the  local  citizenry  and 
tourists  have  themselves  a  time  acting  like 
pioneer  folk.  There  is  a  general  air  of  car- 
nival. Men  parade  with  bsards.  The  girls 
dress  up  a  la  western  mode.  It  is  a  gay 
time,  generally  and  as  a  setting  for  this 
Roy  Rogers  number  gives  the  average  story 
festive  background. 

Rogers  is  a  captain  in  the  Rangers  who 
guard  Boulder  Dam.  Comes  on  the  scene 
Dale  Evans,,  an  heiress,  who  "Gabby"  Hayes 
immediately  makes  an  honorary  deputy 
sheriff.  Hayes  is  in  charge  of  the  cekbra- 
tion.  Meanwhile  there's  dirty  business  afoot 
in  the  form  of  "hot"  thousand  dollar  bills 
stemming  from  black  market  activities.  The 
local  gendarmerie  is  trying  to  round  up 
clues.  They  enlist  Rogers  and  when  he 
gets  hot  on  the  trail,  the  money  passer, 
Barry  Mitchell,  is  taken  for  a  ride. 

Miss  Evans  evinces  female  sleuthing  in- 
terest in  the  case  and,  helping  and  hind3r- 
ing  Rogers,  she  sets  a  trap  for  the  gang, 
headed  by  Paul  Harvey,  at  a  lonely  rail- 
road deoot  in  the  desert.  Miss  Evans  has 
been  taken  prisoner  by  Harvey.  Ro~ers 
bursts  in  and  after  a  lengthy  brawl  with 
Harvey  and  his  cohorts,  manages  to  arrest 
them.  This  brawl  takes  place  in  the  bag- 
gage room  with  chickens  flying  and  squawk- 
ing all  over  the  place  to  the  annoyance 
of  the  combatants. 

Then  comes  the  "Helldorado"  parade 
with  the  princioals  of  the  story  in  the 
vanguard.  The  elements  of  action  are  lib- 
erally  strewn    throughout,   plus    music. 

CAST:  Roy  Rog-rs,  George  "Gabby"  Hayes, 
Dale  Evans,  Paul  Harvey,  B^rry  Mitchell,  John 
Bagni,  John  Phillips,  James  Taggart,  Rex  Lease 
Steve    Darrell,    Sons   of    the    Pioneers. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edward  J.  White;  Direc- 
tor, William  Witney;  Screenplay  by  Gerald 
Geraghtv  and  Julian  Zimet;  Cameraman,  Wil- 
liam Bradford;  Film  Editor,  Les  Orlebeck; 
Music,  Dale  Butts;  Sound,  Ferol  R-dd;  Art  Di- 
rector, Ganno  Chittenden-  Set  Decorations,  John 
McCarthy,  Jr.  and  Earl  Wooden. 

DIRECTION    Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Polish  Film  Monopoly's 
Head  is  Former  Producer 


Col.  Alexander  Ford,  general  man- 
ager of  Film  Polski  and  representa- 
tive of  the  Polish  monopoly  in  the 
MPEA  deal  completed,  used  to  be  an 
independent  director-producer  in 
PolahrJ  before  the  war,  Thomas  J. 
Brandon,  head- of  Brandon  Films,  dis- 
closed to  THE  Film  Daily.    , 

During  the  war,  • "-  Ford  was  in 
charg&  of  Ihfe  '  Signal  JCorps,  :of  the 
Kosciusko  dMsion.  He  Was  one  of 
the'  first  to : 'reach  Hitler's  hdq.  in 
Berlin. 

"When  I  met  Ford  on  my  recent 
trip  to  Europe,"  Brandon  said,  "I 
remember  distinctly  his  commenting 
oh  the  excellence  of  American  pro- 
duction technic.  He  is  making  plans 
to  release  himself  from  his  other 
duties  so  that  he  will  have  enough 
time  to  direct  a  feature  production 
£  arly  this  year."  ■'■  '  • 


SHORTS 


"Two  Decades  of  History^ 
(Paramount  News)  \J[  Jf 
Para.  22  Vi  Mins. 

Stirring  Backlog 

Fourteen  million  feet  of  newsreel 
film  have  been  combed  to  provide  the 
assembled  foo.age  which  is  certain 
to  win  approval,  and  in  cases  ap- 
plause, from  any  audience.  Com- 
mencing in  1927  with  ankle  length 
fashions,  cloche  hats,  crystal  radio 
sets,  paper  air  crates  and  the  boister- 
ous reception  accorded  Lindbergh 
a  ter  his  trans-Atlantic  flight,  the 
film  covers  the  intervening  twenty 
years,  naturally  focusing  on  the 
highlights,  a  few  of  which  were: 
the  Wall  St.  fizzle  in  '29,  Roosevelt's 
inauguration,  the  "China  incident," 
the  Hindenberg  crash,  the  Lind- 
bergh kidnapping,  the  coronation  of 
King  George  VIII,  the  Spanish  Civil 
War,  the  advent  of  Hitler,  the  Jap- 
anese attack  and  the  course  of  the 
war.  A  truly  stirring  documentary 
which  is  a  credit  to  the  eyes  and 
ears  of  the  world. 

AGVA  Plans  Conclave; 
Will  Drop  Three  Locals 


First  national  convention  of  the 
American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists  is 
planned  for  around  the  beginning 
of  1947.  Date  and  place  will  be  an- 
nounced later.  It  is  expected  among 
the  functions  to  be  carried  out  will 
be  the  adoption  of  a  constitution, 
writing  of  by-laws  and  election  of 
a  45-man  board  of  directors,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  nominating  committee.  A 
national  director  will  be  named  by 
the  latter  body.  AGVA  plans  to  elim- 
inate three  locals,  Philadelphia,  Chi- 
cago and  Pittsburgh  in  line  with  a 
move  to  set  up  uniformity. 

Following  the  convention  the 
AGVA  will  set  plans  for  increases  j 
in  minimum  wages,  establishment  of 
a  six-day  week  for  choruses,  better  I 
working  and  health  conditions  and: 
the  franchising  of  line  producers  and, 
club  date  bookers. 


Dave  Schiller  Buried 

Funeral  services  for  David  Schil- 
ler, 64,  manager  of  Loew's  Dyckman 
Theater,  were  held  from  his  home  in 
Englewood,  N.  J.  Deceased  was  a, 
brother  of  the  late  E.  A.  Schiller,! 
vice-president  of  Loew's. 


Australian  CEA  Elects 

Melbourne  (By  Air  Mail)  —  The | 
Cinematograph  Exhibitors  Associa- 
tion elected  R.  McLeish.  Sr.,  as  pres-j 
ident  for  1947  and  J.  L.  Thornley  and 
C.  B.  Chadwick  as  vice-presidents. 


Show  "Ladies  Man"  Jan.  3 

Paramount's  "Ladies'  Man"  will  be 
tradeshown  in  all  exchange  centers) 
on  Jan.  3. 


>. 
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New  Tax  Cut  Proposal 
Hits  at  Hi-Salaried 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — -Representative  Har- 
old Knutson,  who  will  chair  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 
Friday  revised  his  bill  to  cut  indi- 
vidual income  tax  rates  effective 
Jan.  1. 

His  earlier  call  for  a  flat  20  per 
cent  cut  across  the  board  was  aban- 
doned in  favor  of  a  cut  of  20  per 
cent  for  the  lower  bracket  and  only 
10%  per  cent  for  the  upper  bracket. 

Losers  by  such  a  move  would  in- 
clude top  salaried  stars  and  execu- 
tives, although  the  bulk  of  film  in- 
dustry employes  would  not  be  af- 
fected. Knutson  chose  as  the  line 
of  demarcation  a  yearly  income  of 
$300,000. 

"In  general,"  he  said,  "incomes 
above  $300,000  are  unearned."  Knut- 
son forecast  that  adoption  of  his  tax 
bill  will  provide  incentive  for  great- 
er investment  of  capital  in  new  and 
growing   businesses. 


Coast  Union  Members 
Swell  Charities  Fund 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Per  capita  contribu- 
tions to  the  Permanent  Charities 
Committee's  Annual  United  Appeal 
by  members  of  43  participating 
unions  averaged  $27.37.  Pledges 
numbering  6,949  for  $189,147,  con- 
stitute the  majority  of  the  share  of 
contributions  which  were  listed  in 
the  annual  report. 

Studio  Mechanics  Local  No.  468 
topped  union  donors  with  890 
pledges.   This  amounted  to  $35,698. 


Springfield  Proposes  a 
Sunday,  Yearly  Tax 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  A  proposed 
Sunday  and  yearly  tax  would  raise 
second-run  houses  from  $15  to  $35, 
and  nabes  from  $10  to  $25.  A  yearly 
license  fee  jump  from  $60  to  $400 
is  also  pending.  Hearing  is  slated 
for  Monday,  at  City  Hall. 


Para.  Tags  English  Star 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Phyllis  Calvert,  En- 
glish star,  working  in  "Time  Out 
of  Mind"  at  Universal-International, 
has  been  signed  by  Paramount  for  a 
long  term  contract.  Her  first  Para- 
mount vehicle  will  be  "Make  You 
a  Fine  Wife." 


CHARTERED 


EDUCATIONAL  FILM  CO.,  INC.,  Lincoln 
Park,  to  process  film.  Capital:  $100,000  in 
$100  shares.  Assets:  $100,000.  Otto  G.  Klein, 
Stephen  J.  Collins,  Detroit;  Francis  Collins,  Bir- 
mingham, subscribers. 

PORT  RICHMOND  REALTY  CO.,  INC.,  New 
York,  with  capital  of  100  shares  no  par  value 
stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to  operate  the- 
aters, places  of  amusement.  Incorporated  at 
Albany  by  Lawrence  C.  Gibbs,  Mortimer  N. 
Felsinger,   Leonard    Kaufman. 


IN  NEW  INDUSTRY  POSTS 


JAMES  GUALANO,  manager,  Essaness  Bertha 
Theater,   Chicago. 

HAROLD  PAUL,  manager,  Davis  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

FOSTER  LIEERBACK,  manager,  Irving  Theater, 
Chicago. 

RICHARD  URBAN,  assistant  manager,  Bertha 
Theater,   Chicago. 

DAVE  WALLERSTEIN,  manager.  Southern  dis- 
trict. Great  States  Theaters. 

HENRY  STICKELMAIER,  manager,  Northern  Il- 
linois district.  Great  States  circuit. 

ROY  C.  THOMPSON,  JR.,  operator,  Carlton  The- 
ater, Detroit. 

WARD  FARRAR,  United  Artists'  publicity  de- 
partment,  Chicago. 

JULIUS  KESSLER,  assistant  manager,  Roose- 
velt Theater,  Newark,  N.  J. 

DAVID  FITTON  house  staff,  Bellevue  Theater, 
Upper   Montclair,   N.    J. 

JACK  FINEMAN,  manager,  Flamingo  Theater, 
Miami    Beach,    Fla. 

TED  DARIOTIS,  formerly  with  B  &  K  and  Es- 
saness circuits,  to  buying  department.  Al- 
liance Theater  circuit. 

EMORY  BORNE,  manager,  Alabama,  Houston, 
Tex. 


JOHN  ELLIS,  manager,  Blue  Bonnet,  Houston, 
Tex. 

LIONEL  HANNINGTON,  from  Blue  Bonnet  to 
Santa  Rosa,   Houston,  Tex. 

New   Posts    

JOHN  GRIMSTEAD,  of  Albuquerque,  manager, 
Iowa    Theater,    Des   Moines. 

ROBERT  LAWRENCE,  formerly  manager,  Mis- 
souri, Carrollton,  Mo.,  to  manager.  Strand, 
Creston,  la. 

RAY  HILLIARY,  manager.  Royal  Theater,  Spirit 
Lake,  la. 

MICHAEL  WEXELBLATT,  manager,  Essex  The- 
ater,  Newark,    N.  J. 

EDWIN  WILSON,  manager.  Congress  Theater, 
Newark,   N.   J. 

SHIRLEY  CRANE,  cashier,  Franklin  Theater, 
Nutley,  N.  J. 

HENRY  GREENWALD,  Film  Classics  home  of- 
fice bookkeeper  in  charge  of  Western  ac- 
counts. 

JAMES    SEELEY,    Altec   Service   staff,    Detroit. 

M.  R.  (BUD)  AUSTIN,  promoted  from  salesman 
to   branch   manager,   PRC,    Denver. 

HORACE  J.  FOSTER,  manager,  Port  Austin  The- 
ater, Port  Austin,  Mich. 

NICHOLAS  FREYDBERG,  former  assistant  to  the 
publisher  of  Newsweek,  to  Donahue  &  Coe. 


Pres.  Truman's  Message 
To  Congress  Over  Video 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  The  White  House 
announced  Friday  that  President 
Truman's  State  of  the  Union  mes- 
sage to  Congress  will  be  televised. 
The  announcement  followed  success- 
ful television  broadcast  of  a  session 
of  Congress. 

Three  companies  brought  the  first 
gathering  of  the  80th  Congress  to 
owners  of  tele  receivers  in  Wash- 
ington, Philadelphia  and  New  York. 
AT&T's  coaxial  cable  was  used  to 
transmit  the  broadcast  from  the 
Capitol  to  the  two  other  cities. 

Station  WTTG  of  the  Allen  B.  Du- 
Mont  Lab,  Inc.,  here,  broadcast  the 
session;  NBC  and  CB'S,  as  well  as 
Dumont's  other  station,  transmitted 
them  in  New  York. 

Unless  a  filibuster  develops,  the 
President's  message  will  be  deliv- 
ered today. 

Lyric  Theater,  Detroit, 
To  Play  Mexican  Films 

Detroit  —  The  Lyric,  downtown 
house  operated  for  10  years  by  H.  J. 
Cokinos  and  Steve  Congress,  is  be- 
ing taken  over  by  Associated  The- 
aters, and  re-opening  with  a  Mex- 
ican picture  policy. 

Anthony  Eugenio  is  re-decorating 
the  house,  which  is  being  re-equipped 
by  National  Theatre  Supply  and 
Altec  Service,  with  Russell  Carr 
furnishing  the  new  seating. 

Allied  Buys  for  Five  More 

Detroit  —  Five  additional  houses 
have  been  signed  up  for  the  new 
Allied  Theater  Service,  to  handle 
buying  and  booking  of  films,  being 
set  up  by  Allied  Theaters  of  Michigan, 
under  the  direction  of  Lawrence 
Shubnell.  The  Cassidy  Circuit,  in- 
cluding the  Frolic  and  Midland  at 
Midland,  and  the  Strand  and  Alma 
at  Alma,  and  the  Holly  Theater  at 
Holly  operated  by  A.  Krikorian,  are 
the  new  members. 


i  Road  Shows  Scheduled 
!  On  Inter-Racial  Amity 


Large-scale  effort  will  be  launched 
early  this  year  by  the  National  Ur- 
ban League  and  the  Wallace  Thorsen 
Organization  to  interpret  the  need 
for  greater  inter-racial  understand- 
ing, by  means  of  documentary  film 
road  shows. 

"Call  to  Duty,"  documentary  of 
Negro  Army  exploits  with  commen- 
tary by  Walter  Huston  and  "The 
Highest  Tradition,"  fact  film  on 
Negro  Navy  training,  related  by 
Fredric  March,  are  the  two  films 
forming  the  core  of  the  program, 
which  will  be  supplemented  by  ap- 
pearances of  Broadway  and  Holly- 
wood luminai'ies,  community  leaders 
and  local  war  heroes. 


New  South  Wales  MPEA 
Revamps  Constitution 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)  —  The 
MPEA  of  NSW  has  revised  its  con- 
stitution and  in  future  the  control 
of  the  organization  will  rest  with  a 
board  of  management,  consisting  of 
five  members  elected  by  ballot  among 
all  members,  and  a  State  Council  to 
be  composed  of  one  councillor  elected 
from  and  by  the  members  of  each 
of  the  11  city  and  suburban  zones, 
and  one  councillor  elected  from  each 
of  the  11  country  zones,  plus  the 
board  of  management. 

Rites  for  Mrs.  MacMahon 

Funeral  services  were  held  Fri- 
day for  Emerald  M.  McMahon,  wife 
of  Oliver  R.  McMahon,  RKO  assist- 
ant comptroller.  Interment  was  in 
the  Cemetery  of  the  Holy  Rood, 
Long  Island. 

Cowan  Signs  Tourneur 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Jacques  Tourneur  has 
been  signed  by  Lester  Cowan  to  di- 
rect "Babylon  Revisited,"  the  F. 
Scott  Fitzgerald  story,  to  be  pro- 
duced by  Artists  Alliance  for  UA 
release. 


5-10%  Amuse.  Tax 
In  Keystone  Slate 


Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  A  source  close 
to  the  Governor's  office  told  The 
Film  Daily  over  the  week-end  that 
an  amusement  tax  ranging  between 
five  and  10  per  cent  may  be  enacted 
into  law  by  the  1947  GeneraA  j 
sembly,  which  convenes  tomori^  .--. 

Loss  of  revenue  from  taxes  on  war 
industries,  slow  to  reconvert,  the 
unforeseen  wave  of  strikes,  finances 
to  pay  teachers'  salary  boosts  and 
an  unprecedented  improvement  pro- 
gram in  Pennsylvania  were  cited 
among  the  reasons  why  new  and 
additional  taxes  would  be  sought  by 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature  during 
the  session. 

Additional  revenue  will  be  lost  by 
the  state  due  to  the  President's  proc- 
lamation ending  hostilities  of  World 
War  H,  another  reason  the  admin- 
istration will  have  to  levy  new  state 
taxes. 

The  State  Revenue  Department 
has  reported  that  it  "will  have  to 
start  thinking"  about  preparation  of 
new  tax  forms  because  of  a  1943 
law  restoring  exemption  of  domestic 
corporations  from  taxes  on  capital 
used  in  manufacturing. 

The  exemption  is  restored  on  taxes 
which  will  be  paid  for  the  year  1947 
and  which  fall  due  in  March  of  1948, 
but  has  no  effect  on  taxes  which  will 
be  reported  next  Spring  on  business 
done  in  1946.  The  law  will  also  ex- 
empt out-of-state  corporations  from 
payment  of  the  foreign  franchise  tax 
on  that  portion  of  its  capital  used 
exclusively  in  manufacturing,  and  a 
revenue  department  spokesman  said 
it  is  not  known  how  much  revenue 
will  be  cut  for  1948  by  restoration  of 
the   exemptions. 


Johnson  Re-elected  by 
Local  B-51  for  10th  Year 


Lou  Johnson  has  been  re-elected 
president  and  business  agent  of  Film 
Exchange  Employes  Union,  Local 
B-51,  IATSE,  AFL.  It  is  his  10th 
year  in  office.  He  is  head  shipper  at 
the  M-G-M  exchange.  Other  officers 
elected  recently  include  Max  Gold- 
stein, 20th-Fox,  vice-president;  Ger- 
ard Lee,  M-G-M,  recording  secre- 
tary; Harold  Marenstein,  M-G-M, 
financial  secretary,  and  August  Ku- 
bart,  M-G-M,  sergeant-at-arms.  The 
board  of  trustees  consists  of  Cath- 
erine Clark,  Anna  Mancuso  and  Mil- 
ton Van  Praag.  The  executive  board 
includes  Michael  Buvalic,  John 
Cronin,  William  Lytle,  Giro  Tom- 
asetti,  Maurice  Van  Praag,  Leonard 
Brooks,  Rubin  Frank  and  Al  Zack- 
man. 


SICK  LIST 


SAM  SHAIN,  director  of  trade  relations 
of  20th  Century-Fox,  is  confined  to  bed 
with  influenza. 


^ 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  Inc 


Congratulates 

all  the  cameramen  who  were  responsible  for 
the  outstanding  photography  in  the  production 
of  the  pictures,  as  selected  by  the  Critics  of 
the  Nation,  in  the  Film  Daily  Annual  poll. 


J.  E.  BRULATOUR 

(INC.) 
SOLE  DISTRIBUTORS 

EASTMAN  FILMS 

Fort  Lee         •        Chicago        •        Hollywood 


Answering    inquiries    concerning    the 


Selznick  Releasing  Organization 


Facilities  will  be  available  for  only  a  limited  number  of  pictures 
other  than  those  produced  by  the  Selznick  producing  units;  and  only 
for  product  of  outstanding  quality  and  great  commercial  appeal. 

This  basic  policy  will  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  consider  any 
but  a  few  of  those  propositions  with  which  we  have  been  deluged 
since  the  formation  of  our  organization. 

We  nevertheless  appreciate  and  shall  not  soon  forget  either  the 
enthusiastic  confidence  in  our  plans  on  the  part  of  so  many  indi- 
viduals and  organizations,  nor  the  attitudes  toward  us  throughout 
the  industry. 

We  are  proud  of  the  "Tradition  of  Quality"  of  the  Selznick 
trademark.  We  believe  that  its  scrupulous  and  undeviating  refusal 
to  "water  the  milk"  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  industry. 
And  we  pledge  ourselves  to  adopt  and  to  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  Selznick  producing  units. 

We  believe  that  this  way,  and  only  this  way,  can  a  new  and 
independent  distributing  company  make  an  important  contribution 
to  the  business. 

SELZNICK      RELEASING      ORGANIZATION 

NEIL  AGNEW,  President 

Selling  and  control  offices  have  already  been  established  in 
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HOUSC  CQUITV  fflQulRV  fflflV  K  B€QU€ST€D 

Truman  Would  Continue  High  Excise  Tax  Rates 


Asks  Legislation  to  Ban 
Jurisdictional  Strikes, 
Continue  Building  Curbs 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Measures  to  fore- 
stall the  July  drop  in  admissions  tax 
rate  and  to  outlaw  jurisdictional 
strikes,  such  as 
the  Hollywood 
studio  dispute, 
were  advocated 
yesterday  by 
President  Tru- 
man in  his  State- 
of-t  h  e-U  n  i  o  n 
message.  Ap- 
pearing before  a 
Republican  Con- 
gress, the  Presi- 
dent also  pledged 
his  administra- 
tion to  "limit 
non-residential 
construction," 
and  called  for 
enactment  of  an 
all-out  long-range  Federal  housing 
program. 

In  the  face  of  growing  senti- 
( Continued  on  Page  9) 


PRESIDENT    TRUMAN 


Reade  Purchases 
16  Storrs  Theaters 


Walter  Reade  has  acquired  title  to 
16  upstate  and  New  Jersey  theaters 
in  a  deal  said  to  represent  $5,000,000. 

Houses  and  cities  are:  Community 
and  Congress,  in  Saratoga  Springs, 
N.  Y.;  Kingston  and  Broadway,  in 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Metro  Ashs  Bids  on 
Four  In  Cicero,  III. 

Cicero,  III.  —  M-G-M  is  reported 
asking  theaters  here  for  bids  on  four 
new  releases;  "No  Leave,  No  Love," 
"Rage  in  Heaven,"  "Two  Smart 
People"  and  "The  Cockeyed  Mir- 
acle." Pix  are  scheduled  to  be 
played  in  general  release  week  and 
announcement  of  successful  bidders 
is  expected  about  Feb.  16. 

Indie  theater  owners  here  seem  to 
be  lukewarm  about  the  auction  sell- 
ing system  and  reluctant  to  offer 
bids. 


"»■""«■"«!» 


G0DDARD  HOUSE 
TIE  NOT  SECRET 

Fully  Disclosed  in  1940; 
Gov't,  Majors  Waived 


Investigation  by  THE  FILM  DAILY  in 
New  York  yesterday,  following  receipt 
of  a  Washington  dispatch  to  the  effect 
that  national  Allied  was  "contemplating" 
asking  the  House  Judiciary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  certain  aspects  of  the 
New    York   equity  suit,   disclosed   that: 

1.  Mrs.  Mabel  G.  Moorman  God- 
dard,  wife  of  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard,  owns  the  Trenton  Theater  in 
Lynchburg,  Va.  The  house  in  1928 
was  leased  as  of  Jan.  1,  1929,  by 
John  B.  Trent  and  sublet  by  Trent, 
who  owned  the  equipment,  to  Warner 
Bros.  Theaters,  Inc.,  of  Virginia,  in 
1931.  A  new  lease  for  five  years, 
expiring  Dec.  31,  1939,  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Goddard  and  her  husband  in 
1933  to  Warners,  and  in  1936  the 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Upper}  Acquires 
Leverette  Circuit 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Robert  L.  Lippert  has 
purchased  the  Leverette  Inter-state 
Theaters  circuit  of  nine  theaters 
located  in  Oregon  and  California  at 
a  purchase  price  well  in  excess  of 
$500,000. 

The  theaters  are  situated  in  Med- 
ford  and  Ashland,  Oregon,  and 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Myers  Contemplating  Move  on  Behalf  of  National 
Allied;  Reportedly  Would  Cite  Theater  Ownership 
By  Judge's  Wife  and  Delaying  Tactics  Indulgence 

By  MANNING  CLAGETT     Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — A  legal  bombshell  was  exploded  in  the  New 
York  equity  case  yesterday  when  it  was  learned  that  the 
House  Judiciary  Committee  may  be  called  upon  to  investigate 

the  "actions  and  connections"  of  one 
three- jurist 

contemplated 


Be  On  Guard 
Local  Taxes— 


Against 


Myers 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  With  the  Federal 
admissions  tax  slated  to  be  halved 
on  July  1,  going  from  the  war-time 
20  per  cent  level  to  10  per  cent,  ex- 
hibs.  are  warned  by  Abram  F.  My- 
ers, national  Allied  board  chairman 
and  general  counsel,  to  "be  on  guard 
lest  revenue-hungry  municipalities 
seize  upon  it  as  an  opportunity  to 
supplant  the  Federal  war  rates  by 
local  admission  taxes"  beginning  on 
that  date. 

Myers,  in  a  bulletin  to  his  mem- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


the 


of    the    judges    of 
Statutory  Court. 
The   move   is   being 


ITOA  Proposal  Going 
Before  Allied  Jan.  31 


Pressing  his  drive  for  the  unifica- 
tion of  independent  exhibitor  organ- 
izations to  effect  a  more  effective 
exhibitor  bloc,  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA 
president  told  The  Film  Daily  that 
ITOA's  proposal  for  affiliation  with 
National  Allied  will  be  presented  at 
the  latter  organization's  board  meet- 
ing in  Washington  on  Jan.  31. 

ITOA's  proposition  is  based  upon 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


See  French  Guarding  Exchange 

Initial  Remittances  Sent  to  Companies 


IATSE  Contracts  Covering 
H.  O.  Operators  Signed 

Local  306,  IATSE,  signed  a  pact 
with  the  major  motion  picture  pro- 
ducers last  Friday.  Herman  Gelber, 
president  of  Local  306,  met  with 
Maj.  L.  E.  Thompson,  chairman  of 
the  employers'  committee  at  the  lat- 
ter's  office  and  signed  an  agreement 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  French  ruling  re- 
quiring approval  by  three  ministries 
before  films  can  be  dubbed  will  be 
explored  by  the  U.  S.  Embassy  in 
Paris  in  the  light  of  possible  con- 
flict with  the  Blum-Byrnes  film  ac- 
cord, it  was  learned  here  yesterday. 

The  State  Dept.  has  wired  the  U. 
S.  Embassy  to  take  the  matter  up 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Interest  of  Federal  Judge  Henry 
W.  Goddard's  wife  in  a  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  theater  was  fully  disclosed  in 
1940  and  Judge  Goddard  offered  to 
withdraw  from  the  case  at  that  time, 
with  both  the  Government  and  de- 
fendants waiving  on  two  separate 
occasions  in  Court.  See  full  story  in 
Column  Two. 


by  Abram  F.   Myers,  Allied  States 
general  counsel,  it  was  learned. 

Myers  refused  to  comment  on  the 
move,      but      from      unimpeachable 
sources  it  was  learned  that  the  Al- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Bourcarf  Favors 
Compeiitive  Bidding 


One     producer  -  distributor    who 

would  like  to  sell  his  pictures  on  a 

competitive    bidding    basis    is    Emil 

Bourcart,  prexy  of  Western  Hemis- 

( Continued  on  Page  5) 


$1,500,000  of  Belief 
In  Advertising 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles  —  Expressing  strong 
belief  in  effectiveness  of  institution- 
al advertising  in  newspapers,  Bene- 
dict B  o  g  e  a  u  s  announced  he  will 
spend  in  excess  of  $1,500,000  on 
such  advertising  in   1947. 

The  amount  will  be  divided  among 
three  top  budget  pix  which  he  is 
now  readying  for  release  through 
UA.  The  pix  are  "The  Macomber 
Affair,"  "Christmas  Eve"  and  "A 
Miracle  Can  Happen." 
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NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 

High     Low  Close       Chg. 

Am.  Seat 22V2     22 V2  22 1/2   —    1 

Bell    &    Howell 2438     23%     23%      

Columbia    Picts 20%     20y2     20y2      

East.  Kodak 225'/2  225  225y2  —     Vz 

do    pfd 195        195  195        +   1 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 24 Vi     24 '/8     24'/2      

Loew's,    Inc 26         2534     253.4      

Paramount     313,4     3iy4  31l/4  —     y4 

RKO      15y2     15'/8  153/g  +     i/8 

Republic    Pict 75/8       7y4  7'A  —     V4 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    14%     14%     14V4      

20th  Century-Fox   .  .  .    383/4     37%  37%  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  48          47l/2  48       —  1 

Universal    Pict 26%     26  26%      

Universal    Pict.    pfd..    853/4     853/4     853/4      

Warner    Bros 17%     173/8  17%+      % 

NEW   YORK  CURB   MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.         .5  5  5  

RKO      5%       4%       4%      

Sonotone  Corp 3y8       3  3  

Technicolor      16%      16'/8     16'/8      


MERVIN    ASH    £    CO. 

MEMBERS 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 
NEW  YORK   CURB    EXCHANCE 

(ASSOCIATE) 

CHICAGO    BOARD    OF    TRADE 

TaUphona:  HAnover  2-3050 

CI    KROADWAY  NEW  YORK 
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"Swell  Guy's"  Premiere 
In  C  &  O  Train  Theater 


STEVE  BROIDY,  Monogram  president,  leaves 
Hollywood  tomorrow  for  St.  Louis  where  he  will 
preside  at  meetings  of  franchise  holders  and 
exchange    managers. 

LOU  LIFTON,  Monogram's  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  returned  to  Hollywood 
over  the  week-end,  after  spending  the  holidays 
with  MRS.   LIFTON   in   Death   Valley. 

FRED  BUNKELMAN,  salesman  at  Universal,  is 
honeymooning    in    California. 

HARRY  MANDELL,  Eagle-Lion  manager  for 
the  Midwest,  and  LEON  BRANDT,  Eagle-Lion 
publicity  rep.,  were  in  the  Minneapolis  exchange 
yesterday. 

W.  R.  FRANK,  Minneapolis  producer,  is  back 
in  Hollywood  to  begin  production  on  "Dan 
Patch." 

GENEVIEVE  DONOVAN,  cashier  at  Columbia, 
Minneapolis,   is  vacationing    in   Chicago. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON,  film  star,  leaves 
West  Coast  Friday  for  month's  stay  in  New  York, 
accompanied   by   MRS.   ROBINSON. 

SABU,  the  Elephant  Boy,  en  route  to  Lon- 
don for  wind-up  shots  on  "Green  Days  and 
Blue    Days,"    Archer-Rank    production. 

WILLIAM  PERLBERG,  JR.,  son  of  the  20th- 
Fox   producer,    back   ot  school. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic  vee-pee  and 
sales  manager,  back  in  New  York  from  the 
West  Coast. 

MICHAEL  O'SHEA  due  in  Manhattan  after 
chore  before  Hollywood  cameras  in  Jack  Bern- 
hard's  "Violence." 

FRED  MESSENGER,  Monogram  casting  direc- 
tor, in  Shreveport,  La.,  from  Hollywood,  as  one 
of  the  judges  in  beauty-talent  contest.  Winner 
gets  contract  and  role  in  forthcoming  flicker, 
"Louisiana." 

LAURITZ  MELCHIOR,  Met  star,  in  New  York 
for  opera   engagements. 

ROY  HAINES,  WB  Western  division  sales 
manager,  left  New  York  over  the  week-end  for 
Chicago,  with  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis,  Omaha 
and   Des   Moines  as   his  next  stops. 

A.  H.  BLANK,  of  Tri-States  circuit,  Des 
Moines,  and  his  wife  were  Chicago  visi- 
tors en    route    to   Florida   on  vacation. 


Walter  Blake  Joining 
McCann-Erickson,  Inc. 


Walter  Blake,  for  the  past  eight 
years  account  executive  handling 
Warners  account  for  the  Blaine- 
Thompson  agency,  has  resigned, 
effective  Jan.  17,  to  join  the  Los  An- 
geles effice  of  McCann-Erickson,  Inc., 
as  account  executive  in  charge  of 
their  motion  picture  business.  Blake 
began  his  advertising  and  film  career 
in  1924  with  First  National  Pictures. 

McCann-Erickson  is  at  present 
preparing  campaigns  on  the  first 
three  pictures  for  Enterprise:  "Ram- 
rod," "The  Other  Love,"  and  "Arch 
of  Triumph." 


HERMAN  GOLDBERG,  purchasing  agent  and 
supervisor  of  maintenance  for  Warners'  ex- 
changes, returns  from  Philadelphia  today  and 
leaves  Thursday  for  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Min- 
neapolis and   Kansas   City. 

MOREY  GOLDSTEIN,  Monogram's  national 
sales  manager,  leaves  Philly  for  Scranton  to- 
morrow; then  to  St.  Louis,  via  New  York  on 
Thursday. 

CHARLES  A.  FELDMAN,  Universal's  Western 
division  sales  manager,  left  New  York  Saturday 
for  Minneapolis,  Milwaukee,  Chicago  and  De- 
troit. Will   return   the   16th. 

MAXWELL  GEFFEN,  publisher  of  Omnibook, 
leaves  for  the  Coast  Wednesday,  by  plane,  on 
a  two-week  survey  of  the  studio  situation  there 
concerning    his    new    venture    in    film    production. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia's  assistant  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  leaves  today  on  a  two-week 
business  trip  to  Minneapolis,  Des  Moines  and 
Kansas   City. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  vice-prexy  of  Trans-Lux 
Theaters  Corp.,  leaves  today  for  Philadelphia 
and  Washington,  and  will  return  to  New  York 
on    Thursday. 

HAL  ROACH  is  en  route  to  Florida,  via  plane, 
to  scout  locations  for  his  forthcoming  comedy, 
"Mr.  Wiimer." 

ABEL  GREEN,  editor  of  Variety  and  Broad- 
way columnists  LOUIS  SOBOL  and  EARL  WIL- 
SON leave  today  for  Hollywood  to  appear  in 
Sam  Coslow's  "Copacabana,"  a  United  Artists 
release. 

DR.  LEE  DE  FOREST  is  in  town  from  Chicago 
to  accept  an  award  from  the  Television  Broad- 
casters Association   at  a    luncheon   today. 

OLGA  SAN  JUAN,  Para.'s  Latin  songstress, 
left  Hollywood  yesterday  for  her  debut  en- 
gagement at  the  New  York  Paramount  Theater 
starting    Jan.    15. 

REX  TAYLOR,  Paramount's  Eastern  pictorial 
co-ordinator,  has  returned  to  New  York  from 
a    Midwestern    trip. 

EARLE  SWEIGERT,  Paramount's  Mideastern 
division  sales  manager,  has  returned  to  town 
from  North  Wales,  Pa.,  where  he  attended 
funeral  services  for  his  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine 
S.   Sweigert. 


Selznick's  "Duel"  Tops 
GWTW  Biz  on  Coast 


West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Topping  even  the  first 
week  b.o.  record  set  by  GWTW,  Da- 
vid O.  Selznick's  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 
playing  to  SRO,  rolled  up  a  record 
total  of  $40,670.70  for  a  six-day  en- 
gagement at  the  Egyptian  and 
Vogue  theaters.  "Duel"  earned 
$9,375.95  on  its  sixth  day  at  the  two 
Hollywood  theaters,  topping  its  own 
$8,217.00  mark  established  on  Wed- 
nesday. 

"Duel"  is  playing  on  a  reserved 
seat,  two-a-day  basis  at  the  two 
theaters. 


Don't  sign  ANY  trailer  contracts  until  you  get  full 
details  of  Filmack's  NEW  prevue  trailer  service. 
Write  Filmack,  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 


Cincinnati — The  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Railroad  last  night  became  the 
nation's  first  railroad  to  institute 
regular  nightly  on-train  showings  of 
new  and  current  pix  with  the  world 
premiere  of  Universal-International's 
"Swell  Guy,"  aboard  its  flyer,  The 
George  Washington,  bound  from 
Washington  to  this  city.  Mor'  _>*in 
50  newspaper  reps,  from  New/^  :k, 
Washington,  Philadelphia,  Norxolk, 
Richmond,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  In- 
dianapolis, Louisville  and  Chicago  as 
well  as  C&O  and  U-I  reps.,  including 
Al  Horwits,  Charles  Simonelli,  Ben 
Katz,  Milt  Livingston  and  Bob  Wile, 
made  the  trip  as  guests  of  Robert 
R.  Young,  C&O  board  chairman. 
Ann  Blyth,  star  of  "Swell  Guy,"  was 
a  guest  at  the  premiere. 

U-I  will  be  host  to  this  group  at 
a  dinner  and  reception  at  the  Hotel 
Netherland  Plaza  here  tonight  with 
civic  leaders  being  invited. 


Rodgers  Ends  Vacation 
To  Mull  Equity  Decree 

William  F.  Rodgers,  M-G-M  vice- 
president  and  distribution  chief,  re- 
turned to  New  York  from  Florida 
yesterday,  interrupting  his  vacation 
in  order  to  study  the  implications  of 
the  Statutory  Court's  New  York 
equity  suit  decree. 

Rodgers  will  confer  immediately 
with  legal  counsel  and  Metro  sales 
execs. 


Keenan  Reports  Progress 
On  Ending  Pix  Strike 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — It  is  reported  Joseph 
Keenan,  nominated  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  settle  film  jurisdic- 
tional dispute,  has  been  making 
progress  in  East  in  his  effort  to  end 
studio  strike.  He  has  conferred  with 
International  President  of  Carpen- 
ters, Painters  and  Electrical  Work- 
ers Union. 


SITUATION    WANTED 

Secretary  to  Advertising-Publicity  Ex- 
ecutive in  Motion  Picture  Company; 
five  years'  experience;  three  years  col- 
lege; seeks  opportunity  in  situation 
requiring  initiative.  Thorough  knowl- 
edge displays,  accessories,  theatre 
merchandising.  Write  Box  No.  114, 
Film  Daily,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,   INC. 


1600  BROADWAY 


N.  Y.  19    •    Circle  6-6686 


Complete  Film  and 
Disc  Recording  Facilities 


Mr.  £XfH  £""<?& 


•: 


f 


THE  WARNER  MAN  WILL  BE  TALKING  TO  YOU  SOON  ABOUT 


Nora  Prentiss7 
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Arnold  Calls  for 
Appeal  of  Decree 


Thurman  Arnold,  counsel  for  the 
American  Theaters  Association,  yes- 
terday strongly  recommended  appeal 
of  the  New  York 
Equity  Court's| 
decree  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  I 
order  ''to  strike | 
down  the  com- 
petitive bidding] 
provisions." 

"In  my  opin- 
ion," Arnold  said,! 
"the  present  form  | 
of    decree    pre- 
sents the  samel 
serious   threat   tol 
exhibitors   as   the  [ 
original  decree! 
and    is    equally 
contrary  to  the  thurman  Arnold 
purposes  of  the 
anti-trust  laws." 

Arnold  pointed  out  that  the  Court 
had  re-phrased  its  decree  in  an  at- 
tempt to  meet  some  of  the  objections 
to  its  original  opinion  on  auction 
selling,  but  expressed  his  opinion 
that  the  modifications  left  unaffected 
the  basic  difficulty  of  the  June  11 
proposal. 

"The  decree  as  entered  on  Dec.  31," 
he  said,  "still  sanctions  competitive 
bidding  as  a  means  of  licensing  films. 
The  evils  of  this  system  are  that  it 
will  strengthen  the  monopoly  posi- 
tion of  the  defendants  in  the  action 
and  will  deprive  independent  exhib- 
itors of  their  present  protection 
against  monopolistic  practices." 

Arnold's  recommendation  for  ap- 
peal followed  closely  upon  a  similar 
view  expressed  by  Si  H.  Fabian, 
ATA  president.  Specific  action 
awaits  approval  by  ATA's  Board  of 
Directors. 


ITOA  Proposal  Going 
Before  Allied  Jan.  31 


(Continued  from  Page  1 
the  invitation  extended  by  Allied  to 
present,  such  a  proposal.  Brandt 
has  been  urging  such  affiliation  for 
some  time  and  at  Allied's  conven- 
tion last  year  recommended  that  all 
national  indie  exhib.  groups  pool 
their  interests  in  order  to  combat 
the  monopolistic  tactics  of  the  dis- 
tributors and  to  co-ordinate  ex- 
hibitor representations  and  sugges- 
tions to  the  Department  of  Justice. 


SEF1D  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Jan.  7 
Kenneth    Thomson  Adolph   Zukor 

Grace  Hartman  Ernest  L  Robbins 

Marjorie    Hoshelle 


fypJUi'MCZ*^ 


A  Reporter's  Report 


•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  'Pon  the  word  of  Universal's  Maurice  Berg- 
man, United  World  Films,  "U's"  new  subsidiary  in  the  norrrow  gauge 
field  is  NOT  negotiating  a  deal  with  Singers  Midgets.  ...  •  Lynn 
Farnol,  Sam  Goldwyn  Prod.'s  erudite  director  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, lectured  at  New  York  University  last  night  before  the  class  on  "Radio 
Publicity  and  Promotion" Famol  analyzed  comparative  adver- 
tising  and   publicity   techniques   in   the    fields    of   films    and    radio 

The   course   is   conducted   by   WOR's   Richard   Pack.   ...      •   Who    said 

Ihsre's    noih'ng    new    under    the    cinematic    sun? Hal    Roach    has 

purchased  a  new  14-passenger  Lockheed  Lodestar  passenger  plane, 
will  use  it  to  fly  about  the  country  to  attend  previews  of  his  pix  that  he 

personally    may    get    audience    reactions Barnstorming    experiment 

starts  with  "The  Fabulous  Jce,"  produced  for  Roach  by  Bebe  Daniels.  .  . 

•  Credit  Leon  Bamberger  of  RKO  with  suggesting  that  Thomas  A.  Edi- 
son commemorative  stamp  which  will  go  on  sale  on  the  100th  anniver- 
sary   of   his    birth,    Feb.    11 Suggestion    dates    back    to    November, 

1945,   by   the  way 


•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Managers  of  five  ol  the  largest  suburban 
theaters  in  the  Cleveland  sector  will  discuss-  their  experiences  with 
special  Saturday  screenings  for  children  at  Thursday's  open  meeting  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Council  of  Greater  Cleveland.  ...  •  Add  to  the 
plaudits  accruing  to  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  the  editorial  "you- 
should-not-miss"    recommendation    to    be    found    in    Collier's    for    Jem.    11 

"It  is  a  pleasure,"  says  Collier's,  "to  give  the  film  this  unqualified, 

and  unsolicited,  endorsement.".  .  .  •  The  Chicago  Market  Daily,  fur- 
niture trade  paper,  yesterday  inaugurated,  a  series  by  Ted  Flato,  "What's 

Hollywood   Doing    for   the   Furniture    Industry?" General    theme   is: 

Millions  of  people,  thanks  to  motion  picture  art  directors,  see  a  well- 
designed  room  for  the  first  time  in  their  lives  in  a  motion  picture.  .   .  . 

•  Speaking  of  "Best  Years,"  the  Goldwyn  classic  opens  at  the  Colony, 
Miami  Beach,  on  the  15th.  ...  •  Didja  know  that  Warners'  "The 
Time,  the  Place  and  the  Girl"  set  all-time  records  for  both  attendance 
and  otoss  in  its  first  week  at  the  N.  Y.  Strand? 


•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Comes  J.  D.  Silverman,  London  film  critic 
cf  the  Wolverhampton  Express  &  Star,  to  report  that  there  was  no  foun- 
dation for  Phil  M.'s  report  of  Oct.  4  last  that  exhibition  of  Russian  pix 
at  the  Cannes  Film  Festival  was  marked  by  riots.  ...  •  Prints  of 
"The  Outlaw"  for  those  19  suburban  Dallas  play  dates  will  be  de- 
livered by  helicopter,  reportedly  a  precedent.  ...  •  Shoe  biz  goes 
into  show  biz  today  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  when  the  Guild  of  Better 
Shoe  Manufacturers  presents  Guild  Shoe-Vues  of  1947  with  screen, 
radio  and  stage  talent  in  the  cast  and  Ben  Grauer  doing  the  emcee 
chore.    .    .   .'    •   Farrar,   Straus    and   Co.    are   publishing   "Collision,"   by 

a  new  young  English  writer,  James  Gordon The  story's  heroine,  who 

is  a  you-know-what,  presumably  is  what  she  is  because  of  the  effect  of 
the    American    motion    picture Hands  -  across  -  the  -  sea,    that!    .    .    . 

•  W.  H.  Strafford,  business  agent  of  Local  666,  IATSE,  Chicago,  will 
be  off  for  Florida  tomorrow  to  survey  the  situation  there  for  the 
larger   employment   of   members   of  his   union  during  Winter  months.   .   . 

•  Resignation  of  Wade  H.  Nichols  is  announced  by  Triangle  Publications 

A  Triangle  editor  for  over  ten  years,  Nichols  had  turned  out  "Screen 

Guide,"  "Stardom,"  "Click,"  and  for  last  nine  months  had  been  preparing 

material  for   projected  new  magazines,  now   deferred   indefinitely 

Triangle  is  suspending  "Screen  Guide,"  effective  with  the  March,  1947, 
issue 


FPC's  Prexy  Calls 
For  Higher  Scales 


Toronto  —  Canadian  admission 
prices  will  have  to  be  hiked  because 
of  the  increase  in  labor  costs,  taxes 
and  building  ma- 
terials, ac  v.^ing 
to  John  /s  •  «z- 
gibbons,  president 
of  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian. 

Ticket  prices 
have  not  advanced 
here  since  before 
the  war,  and  they 
are  lower  than 
anywhere  in 
Xorth  America  or 
Great    Britain. 

Canadian  indus- 
try, particularly 
JOHN  j.  fitzgibbons  films,  has  a  bright 
future  despite 
shortages  m  labor  and  materials, 
Fitzgibbons  said.  Immediate  pro- 
gram calls  for  re-equipping  of  the- 
aters throughout   Canada. 

Company  policy  restricts  new  the- 
ater building  to  those  areas  only 
where  urgently  needed.  Nine  the*- 
aters  are  currently  under  construc- 
tion in  Canada  by  FPC  or  affiliates. 
Plans  include  installation  of  video 
equipment. 


K 
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Tokyo  Theaters  Seek 
Increased  B.  O.  Prices 

Tokyo  (Via  Cable)  —  Union  of 
Tokyo  Motion  Picture  Theaters  has 
submitted  a  formal  request  to  the 
civil  authorities  for  an  increase  in 
admission  prices  from  the  current 
five  yen  maximum. 

According  to  a  recent  survey  made 
by  the  Union,  less  than  25  per  cent 
of  all  theaters  in  this  city  manage  to 
squeeze  any  profit  on  their  operation 
despite  a  terrific  post-war  boom  in 
movie  attendance. 

With  rising  overhead  costs  and  a 
heavy  33-1/3  per  cent  admissions  tax, 
hardly  anything  is  left  for  proper 
maintenance,  complains  the  Union. 


Goldstein  to  Philly 

Morey  Goldstein,  national  sales 
manager  for  Monogram  Pictures, 
left  New  York  yesterday  for  Phila- 
delphia where  he  will  remain  until 
today.  Xext  stop  is  Scranton  to- 
morrow. He  returns  to  New  York  on 
Thursday,  and  will  leave  the  same 
day  for  St.  Louis. 


SICK  LIST 


WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  Central  sales 
manager  of  20fh-Fox.  has  returned  to  New 
York  from  Buffalo  where  he  had  been  for 
the  past  week  at  the  Millard  Fillimore  Hos- 
pital. He  is  now  at  home  where  he  will 
receive    further  treatment. 

HAL  WALLIS  is  back  at  his  desk  at 
Paramount  studio  after  recuperating  at  home 
from  bruises  sustained  when  thrown  by  a 
horse  on   New  Year's  Day. 


[Tuesday,  January  7,   1947 
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Goddard  Theater  Tie  Fully  Disclosed  in  1940 

Bourcart  Favors 
Competitive  Bidding 


udge  Offered  to  Withdraw 
But  Government  as  Well  as 
!?ix  Companies  All  Waived 


(Continued  from  Page  11 
:he<  ""N  Avas  sublet  by  Warners  to 
;'"LyiV»  «*urg-Perry  Theaters,  Inc.,  a 
corporation  related  to  Paramount. 
(On  Dec.  31,  1934,  Warner  Bros. 
Theaters,  Inc.,  had  purchased  all  the 
equipment  from  Trent.)  Lynchburg- 
Perry  subsequently  in  1936  subleased 
the  Trenton  to  Dominion  Theaters, 
Inc.,  also  related  to  Paramount.  The 
Goddard-Warner     leases     were     ex- 


-NO  COMMENT 


Federal  Judge  Henry  W .  God- 
dard had  no  comment  to  make 
after  reading  the  Washington  dis- 
patch disclosing  national  Allied's 
"contemplated"  move  for  a  House 
inquiry  into  the  New  1  ork  equity 
suit. 


I 


tended  for  five-year  periods  in  1936 
and    in    1939,    and    the    Warner-Do- 
i   minion  sublease  was  extended  as  of 
Oct.  4,  1938,  to  Dec.  30,  1944. 

2.  These  several  leasing  deals  in 
:  detail    were    fully    outlined    before 

Judge   Goddard  by   Robert   W.   Per- 
kins, Warner  counsel,  at  a  hearing 
in  chambers  here  on  March  5,  1940. 
The  transcript  of  that  hearing  shows 
[that  Judge   Goddard  asked   Perkins 
4o  "make  a  statement  for  the  rec- 
ord," and  that  at  its  conclusion,  the 
"court  spoke  as  follows: 

"As  I  have  stated  to  you,  I 
would  be  willing  to  retire  from 
this  case,  on  the  basis  of  the 
facts  stated,  but  there  seems  to 
be  a  desire  that,  in  view  of  the 
remote  interest  that  my  wife 
has  in  this  theater  (I  have  no  in- 
terest in  it  except  my  wife  owns 
it)  I  should  remain  in  the  case. 
I  suppose  the  only  thing  I  can 
do  is  to  act  according  to  your 
wishes. 

"Unless  everybody  knows  all 
about  it  and  wants  to  express 
on  the  record  a  waiver  of  any 
possible  question  here,  I  would 
much  rather  retire  from  the 
case." 

3.  The  transcript  then  quotes 
Paul  Williams,  special  assistant  to 
the    Attorney    General,    as    follows: 

"I  am  authorized,  on  behalf 
of  the  petitioner,  to  say  through 
Thurman  Arnold,  Assistant  At- 
torney General,  that  the  peti- 
tioner waives  any  right  of  dis- 
qualification arising  out  of  the 
facts." 

4.  Similar  statements  were  made 
i  by  counsel  for  all  defendant  com- 
,  panies,  upon  which  Judge  Goddard 
:,  stated,  "I  will  go  ahead  with  the 
i  case  then." 

5.  Pages  5  to  12  of  the  official 
record     of     stenographers'    minutes 

:  (Volume  1  [a]  )  containing  the  open- 
1  ing  statement  on  June  3,  1940,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  trial    (subse- 
quently  halted   by   the   consent  de- 


See  French  Guarding  Exchange 

Initial  Remittances  Sent  to  Companies 


(Continued 

with  the  French  government,  it  was 
understood. 

Meanwhile,    informed    sources 
minimized    the    adverse    impact 
the  ruling  would  have  on  Amer- 
ican  motion   pictures   and   indi- 
cated the  French  move  was  an 
extension   of   previous   plans   to 
control  foreign  exchange. 
French    previously    had    proposed 
informally  that  a  dollar  remittance 
ceiling    of    $3,000,000    be   placed    on 
American  films  per  year.   This,  how- 
ever,  was   rejected,   also   on   an   in- 
formal basis,  by  the  State  Dept.  and 
representatives  of  U.  S.  companies. 
The  French  move  came  at  a  time 
when,  for  the  first  time  since  before 
the  war,  remittances   due  American 
companies  were  being  unfrozen.  The 
first  of  approximately  $8,000,000  due 
(J.   S.   companies   is    flowing   out   of 
France,  thus  putting  a  heavy  drain 
on  the  exchange  setup  of  that  coun- 
try.    This    apparently    clears    up    a 
problem  which  has  plagued  the  U.  S. 
pic  industry  since  the  war's  end. 
Revive  Old  Restrictions 
In  general,  the  rulings  announced 
by  the  French  are  revivals  of  old  re- 
strictions   that    have    been    on    the 
books  for  several  years.    The  prin- 
cipal difference  is  the  one  requiring 
permission  of  three  ministries  before 
films  can  be  dubbed,  instead  of  one. 
Previously,  the  approval  came  from 
the   Ministry   of   Information.    Now 
permission  of  the  Ministries  of  Na- 


from  Page  1 ) 
tional   Economy    and   Finance    must 
i  be  obtained. 

Effect  of  these  additions  is  to  ex- 
tend the  time  of  approval  for  dub- 
bing from  about  one  week  to  approx- 
imately three  months.  Informed 
sources  pointed  out  that  this  means 
that  U.  S.  companies  must  arrange 
their  schedules  so  as  to  get  pix  three 
or  four  months  ahead  and  in  the 
long  run  will  not  mean  any  curtail- 
ment of  activities.  These  sources 
also  pointed  out  that  the  addition 
of  the  ministries  of  Finance  and  Na- 
tional Economy  was  an  indication 
that  the  French  government  is  con- 
cerned over  foreign  exchange  rather 
than  pointing  towards  a  crack-down 
on  U.  S.  films  or  further  protection 
of  the  French  film  industry. 

The   revival   of   the   two-year 
limit    on    foreign    films    to    be 
dubbed  in  France,  however,  may 
hit    hard    at   independent    U.    S. 
companies.     Member    companies 
of   MPAA   already   are   pledged 
to  a  policy  of  not  "dumping"  an 
undue     amount     of     films     into 
France.     Many   countries   of 
course,  including  the  U.  S.,  have 
a    huge,    five-year    backlog    of 
films  ready  to  be  shown. 
On  the  remittance  question,  some 
American    companies    already    have 
received  25  per  cent   of  the  dollars 
due  them,  with  the  rest  to  be  paid 
after    minor    differences    are    ironed 
out. 


Reisman  Names  Prince 
As  Hoffay's  Successor 


Don  Prince  is  the  new  RKO  for- 
eign publicity  manager,  replacing 
Mike  Hoffay,  who  resigned  recently. 
Announcement  was  made  by  Phil 
Reisman,  RKO  vice-president  in 
charge  of  foreign  distribution. 

Prince  has  been  associated  with 
RKO  for  the  past  decade  and  dur- 
ing the  last  year  organized  RKO's 
exploitation  department  in  England. 

cree)  contain  reiteration  of  the 
waiver  on  the  jjart  of  the  Govern- 
ment after  full  investigation,  as 
disclosed  in  the  statements  to  the 
Court. 

The  official  record  shows  that, 
after  the  March  5,  1940,  hearing  in 
chambers,  it  was  learned  that  the 
Government  in  its  answers  to  the 
interrogatories  had  indicated  one  of 
the  persons  having  relevant  facts 
was  a  J.  B.  Trent,  former  lessee  of 
the  Trenton.  This,  it  was  further 
set  forth  at  the  June  3  hearing,  was 
"called  to  the  Government's  atten- 
tion by  Judge  Thacher  of  Paramount 
and  Mr.  Perkins  of  Warner  Bros." 
Trent's  letter  to  the  D  of  J  was 
spread  upon  the  record,  as  were 
certain    other   letters   bearing   upon 


Simpp  Public  Relations 
Directors  Meet  Today 

Hollywood — The  Society  of  Inde- 
pendent Motion  Picture  Producers 
held  a  meeting  yesterday  of  its  pro- 
duction managers  to  organize  a  com- 
mittee to  head  this  group.  George 
L.  Bagnall  of  United  Artists  pre- 
sided. Today,  a  meeting  will  be  held 
of  the  public  relations  directors  to 
organize  a  committee  for  that  group. 
Joe  Alvin  will  preside  at  this  meet- 
ing. 

Korda  Signs  Harrison 

Rex  Harrison  has  been  signed  by 
Sir  Alexander  Korda  for  a  picture  to 
be  produced  in  England  next  Sum- 
mer. 


the  matter.     The  official  record  that 

quotes  Williams: 

"...  I  wish  to  state  for  the 
record  that  the  Government 
waives  any  question  or  any  right 
of  disqualification  that  may 
arise    out    of    those    additional 

facts    so   spread   upon   the   rec- 
ord." 

Defendants  all  waived,  although 
the  Court  stated: 

"I  wish  to  make  everybody  cer- 
tain that  if  they  wish  to  withdraw 
their  waiver  they  are  perfectly  free 
to  do  it." 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
phere  Films,  just  in  from  Paris. 

Besides  oft -repeated  difficulties 
facing  American  distribution  of  for- 
eign pix,  Bourcart  emphasized  the 
kick  in  the  pants  French  producers 
got  as  a  result  of  no  more  credits 
for    film   production. 

French  Banks  End  Credits 

"The  latest  and  most  catastrophic 
news,"  he  declared,  "is  that  the 
four  great  nationalized  banks  — 
Societe  Generate,  Credit  Lyonnais, 
B.  N.  C.  I.  and  Comptoir  National 
D'Escompte  —  have  just  decided  to 
cease  all  credits  to  French  domestic 
motion  picture  producers." 

As  if  that  weren't  bad  enough, 
Bourcart  pointed  out  other  limita- 
tions imposed  upon  his  colleagues, 
e.g.  high  production  costs,  uncertain 
power  service,  spiraling  inflation. 

THE  DIFFERENCE 


"Co-ordination  is  not  a  French 
quality;  it's  an  American  quality. 
French  are  clever  individually, 
and  not  so  clever  in  a  group.  With 
the  Americans,  it's  the  reverse." — 
Emil  Bourcart,  head  of  Western 
Hemisphere  Films,  recently  or- 
ganized American  distributing 
agency  for  foreign  pix,  at  press 
conference  yesterday. 


Bourcart  advocated  immediate  lift- 
ing of  restrictions.  He  insisted  that 
U.  S.  A.  benefited  by  removal  of  OPA 
restrictions.  One  suggestion  he 
would  like  to  see  realized:  Exporters 
be  permitted  to  obtain  at  least  20 
per  cent  in  dollars  instead  of  zero 
as  is  now  the  case;  other  80  per  cent 
to  be  in  francs.  Bourcart  also  sug- 
gested that  producers  be  permitted 
to  sell  their  product  on  their  own 
terms. 

He  was  also  scathing  in  his  atti- 
tude toward  governmental  regula- 
tions: "Difficulty  with  men  in  gov- 
ernment is  that  they  think  they  can 
qualify  as  technicians.  .  .  .  The  more 
you  go  left,  the  less  freedom  you 
have  in  industry.  ...  I  think  it 
would  be  terrible  if  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  were  nationalized." 

Bourcart  brought  back  with  him  a 
print  of  "Clandestine,"  to  be  Amer- 
iean-preemed  next  month.  Sport 
Films,  in  which  he  has  an  interest 
is  currently  producing  "His  Last 
Journey,"  mystery-melo,  slanted  for 
the  American  market. 


Up  Admission  Prices 

Crawfordsville,  Ind.  —  Admission 
prices  for  the  Strand  and  Vanity 
Theaters  have  been  increased.  Strand 
goes  to  40-50  cents  and  Vanity  30 
cents.  Children's  prices  are  14  and 
12  cents,  respectively. 


every  record  in 
seven  weeks  at  the  Roxy  .  .  .  and 
opening  days... single  days... hoik 

Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia  •  Detroit  •  Omaha 
Salt  Lake  City  •  Cleveland  •  San  Francisco 
Springfield  •  Wichita  •  Hutchinson  •  Seattle  : 
Amsterdam  •  Easton  •  Pittsburgh  •  Richmonc 
Cincinnati  •  Joplin  •  Evansville  •  Columbus  •  Mm 
San  Jose  •  Fresno  •  Denver  •  San  Diego  •  Santa 
Pomona-  San  Bernadino  •  Santa  Barbara  -Veil 
Collins  •  N.  Piatt  •  Sterling  •  McCook  •  Las  Cru 


EVERY   THEATRE    HAS   THE 


'MARGIE"  in   Technicolor   ■   "MY  DARUNG  CLEMENTINE 
"13  RUE  MADELEINE"  •    "CARNIVAL   IN    COSTA   RIO 


— — — 
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has  smashed 
:he  history  of  show  business  in  its 
fias  set  giant  new  all-time  highs  for 
>iys...  weekends...  and  full  weeks  in 

Milwaukee  •  Kansas  City  •  St.  Louis  •  Chicago 
Stockton  •  Baltimore  •  Atlantic  City  •  Portland 
Spokane  •  Dayton  •  Salina  •  Oklahoma  City 
i  Lancaster  •  Providence  •  Topeka  •  Green  Bay 
tnphis  •  Dallas  •  Aberdeen  •  Oakland  •  Sacramento 
\na  •  Bakersfield  •  Phoenix  •  Tucson  •  Riverside 
:jra  •  San  Pedro  •  Las  Vegas  •  Boulder  •  Ft. 
i  s  •  Pocatello  •  Ogden  •  Tacoma  /  - ***,  / 


ad***; 
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1EN   IT   PLAYS 


o 


CENTURY-FOX 


'THE  SHOCKING  MISS  PILGRIM"  in  Technicolor 
n    Technicolor    •    "THE    LATE    GEORGE    APLEY" 
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Eugene  Milliken  Tops 
Senate  Finance  Group 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — With  the  makeup  of 
House  committees  still  uncertain, 
composition  of  Senate  committees 
were  generally  indicated  yesterday, 
despite  the  complaint  by  Sen.  Alben 
Barkley,  Democratic  leader,  against 
the  ratios  decided  upon  by  the  Re- 
publicans. 

Film  industry  interest  appears  to 
center  on  three  of  the  new  commit- 
tees —  the  Finance,  Interstate  and 
Foreign  Commerce,  and  the  Labor 
and  Public  Welfare  committees. 

Action  on  the  President's  proposal 
to  continue  the  high  war-time  excise 
rates — including  the  20  per  cent  ad- 
missions tax — for  another  fiscal  year 
comes  before  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. It  is  recalled  that  this  commit- 
tee last  year  stopped  the  House- 
approved  administration  proposal  to 
cut  the  excises  back  last  July. 

Chairman  is  Sen.  Eugene  Milliken 
of  Colorado,  with  Senators  Taft  of 
Ohio,  Butler  of  Nebraska,  Brewster 
of  Maine,  Bushfield  of  South  Dakota, 
Hawkes  of  New  Jersey  and  Martin 
of  Pennsylvania  completing  the  COP 
membership.  Martin  is  the  only  new- 
comer on  the  committee. 

On  the  Democratic  side  are  Sen- 
ators George  of  Georgia,  Barkley  of 
Kentucky,  Connally  of  Texas,  Byrd 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Colorado  and 
Lucas  of  Illinois. 

Chairing  the  Interstate  and  For- 
eign Commerce  Committee,  which  is 
an  expansion  of  the  Interstate  Com- 
merce Committee  which  conducted 
the  abortive  propaganda  investiga- 
tion in  1941,  is  Sen.  Wallace  White 
of  Maine.  Republican  members  in- 
clude Tobey  of  New  Hampshire, 
Reed  of  Kansas,  Brewster,  Hawkes, 
Moore  of  Oklahoma  and  Capehart  of 
Indiana.  On  the  Democratic  roster 
are  Johnson  of  Colorado,  Stewart  of 
Tennessee,  McFarland  of  Arizona, 
Magnuson  of  Washington,  Myers  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  McMahon  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Sitting  upon  all-important  labor 
legislation  will  be  the  Labor  and 
Public  Welfare  Committee,  headed 
by  Senator  Taft  of  Ohio.  Other  Re- 
publicans are  Aiken  of  Vermont,  Ball 
of  Minnesota,  Smith  of  New  Jersey, 
Morse  of  Oregon,  Donnell  of  Mis- 
souri, Jenner  of  Indiana  and  Ives  of 
New  York.  Elbert  Thomas  of  Utah 
heads  the  Democratic  list,  followed 
by  Murray  of  Montana,  Pepper  of 
Florida,  Ellender  of  Louisiana  and 
Hill  of  Alabama. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


White-McBryde 

Marriage  of  Barbara  White,  daugh- 
ter of  William  A.  White,  of  Skouras 
Theaters,  to  Lt.  Thomas  H.  Mc- 
Bryde,  USA,  is  announced  by  the 
bride's  parents. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


MICHEL  KRAIKE.  Producer.  Born  New  York  City,  April  23,  1908 
York  public  schools,  New  York  University  School  of  Journalis 
career  on  newspapers,  then  theatrical  press  agent.  Be- 
gan writing  short  stories  for  Liberty,  Good  Housekeeping, 
Pictorial  Review,  etc.  in  1929.  Published  several  novels. 
In  1932  went  abroad  as  foreign  correspondent  for  Seven 
Arts  Feature  Syndicate.  Translated  Felix  Salten's  novel, 
"Florian,"  which  Winnie  Sheehan  later  filmed.  After 
several  years  in  the  Eastern  story  departments  of  RKO, 
Selznick  International  and  Columbia,  became  Story  Edi- 
tor for  Columbia  in  Hollywood  in  1937.  Went  over  to 
Paramount  as  a  producer  in  1941,  making  seven  pictures 
including  the  Henry  Aldrich  series.  Returned  to  Columbia 
in  1944  as  a  producer,  winding  up  with  "Renegades"  in 
Technicolor.  In  1946  joined  RKO,  currently  preparing  the 
Alexander  Knox  starrer,  "Indian  Summer."  Stands  5,  7. 
Weights  140  pounds.  Eyes,  blue.  Hair,  brown. 


Educated 
m.    Began 


IATSE  Contracts  Covering 
H.  O.  Operators  Signed 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
with  the  major  producers  employing 
projectionists  in  their  New  York 
home  office  for  a  two-year  period,  re- 
troactive to  Sept.  1,  1946.  New 
agreement  grants  projectionists  a 
15  per  cent  increase,  as  of  Sept.  1, 
and  is  the  second  15  per  cent  raise 
they  have  received  within  a  year. 

Companies  Local  306  signed  with 
include:  Ace  Film  Labs;  Columbia 
Pictures;  Hearst  Metrotone  News; 
National  Screen  Service;  Paramount 
Pictures;  Pathe  Industries;  RKO 
Pathe;  RKO  Radio;  Republic  Pic- 
tures; 20th  Century-Fox;  United  Ar- 
tists; Universal  Pictures,  and  War- 
ner Brothers  Pictures  Distributing 
Corp. 


Rep.-Autry  Pact  Calls 
For  Eight,  Says  Yates 

West   Coast  Bureau    of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Los  Angeles — In  order  to  clarify 
contract  relationship  between  Re- 
public and  Gene  Autry,  Herbert  J. 
Yates  states  that  Autry  is  still  un- 
der contract  to  Republic  and  that  his 
contract  with  Republic  recites  that 
he  will  make  eight  pictures  before 
Sept.  30,  1947.  Two  pictures  have 
been  completed,  a  third  will  start 
today  and  a  fourth  is  now  in  prep- 
aration. 

Yates  said  these  four  are  not 
affected  by  outcome  of  any  litiga- 
tion and  that  Autry  will  be  required 
to  make  a  series  of  eight  pictures 
unless  the  Supreme  Court  of  Cali- 
fornia renders  a  decision  favorable 
to  Autry  in  certain  pending  litiga- 
tion between  him  and  the  studio. 

In  the  event  the  Supreme  Court 
renders  a  decision  in  favor  of  Repub- 
lic or  until  such  time  as  it  renders 
any  decision,  Autry  will  be  required 
to  continue  to  make  pictures  for  Re- 
public until  the  series  of  eight  have 
been  completed,  Yates  said. 

Conyer's  Warner  Opens 

Salem,  Ky.  —  Warner,  300-seater, 
was  opened  by  L.  Conyer,  Jan.  1. 


Lauier  Joins  Monogram 
Eastern  Publicity  Dep't 

Phil  Laufer  has  joined  Monogram's 
Eastern  publicity  department  it  was 
announced  yesterday  by  Louis  S. 
Lifton,  national  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director. 

Prior  to  joining  Monogram,  Lau- 
fer was  with  Universal  for  two  years 
doing  trade  and  newspaper  publicity 
and  was  contact  for  the  Winter  Gar- 
den and  Criterion  Theaters.  For  the 
past  few  months  he  handled  pub- 
licity for  the  Winter  Garden  ex- 
clusively. 

Laufer  entered  the  industry  with 
Vitagraph,  subsequently  joining 
Warners,  where  he  did  publicity  for 
the  Strand  and  Hollywood  Theaters. 
In  1936,  he  became  associated  with 
the  Macon  Amusement  Corp.,  (B.  S. 
Moss  and  H.  L.  Charnas)  who  built, 
what  is  now  Loew's  Criterion,  and 
after  a  few  months  became  its  pub- 
licity director.  Moved  to  the  Rivoli 
Theater  after  six  years,  transferred 
to  United  Artists  in  1943,  and  after 
a  year  joined  Universal,  from  where 
he  resigned  to  join  Monogram. 


Tele  Competition  Coming 
Soon,  Ind.  ATO  Asserts 


Indianapolis,  Ind. — Theater  opera- 
tors will  face  television  competition 
sooner  than  many  think,  according 
to  the  ATO  of  Indiana.  Unit's  pub- 
lication, Theater  Facts,  summarizes 
tele  developments  during  the  year  in 
the  latest  issue,  and  makes  the  ''con- 
servative' prediction  that  in  four 
years,  tele  networks  will  be  serving 
80  per  cent  of  the  population. 

The  first  impact  of  this  will  be 
severe  on  the  box  office,  because  of 
the  novelty  factor,  Theater  Facts 
declares.  Increase  in  sponsored  pro- 
grams will  keep  pace  with  the_^in-r 
crease  in  sets,  it  is  pointed  out. 

As  "defense,"  the  Indiana  Allied 
paper  recommends  "an  early  investi- 
gation of  receivers"  and  the  encour- 
agement of  projectionists  to  learn 
about  handling  such  equipment. 


Be  On  Guard  Against 
Local  Taxes— Myers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
bership,  points  out  that  the  tempta- 
tion to  municipalities  to  do  this  will 
be  very  great  "as  they  will  figure 
that  the  imposition  of  a  lo/C--*  ^ax 
at  the  same  time  the  Tedera/j.  1c  is 
reduced  will  not  be  resented  by  the 
theatergoers  since  there  will  be  no 
change  in  the  amount  of  the  total 
tax  paid." 

Discussing  the  recent  San  Bernar- 
dino, Calif.,  municipal  tax  decision 
by  the  California  Supreme  Court,  in 
which  the  tax  was  knocked  out  as 
discriminatory,  Myers  declared  that 
exhibs.  should  take  their  stand  on 
this  proposition  and  "not  allow  legis- 
latures and  municipalities  to  put  the 
movies  in  that  class  of  business 
which  is  subject  to  taxation  for 
reasons  peculiar  to  themselves  and 
without  regard  to  taxes  imposed  on 
competitive  amusement  enterprises 
and  other  forms  of  enterprise." 


Sam  Wood  to  Film 
Beach  Tale  in  Alasku 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Sam  Wood  will  fly  to 
Alaska  to  scout  location  sites  for 
"The  World  In  His  Arms,"  a  forth- 
coming Interwood  Production  for 
Universal-International,  on  comple- 
tion of  his  current  Interwood  project, 
"Ivy." 

"The  World  In  His  Arms,"  based 
on  the  last  Rex  Beach  novel,  is  an 
adventure  yarn  about  Alaska  in  the 
days  previous  to  its  sale  by  Russia 
to  the  U.  S.,  and  a  check  by  Wood 
has  failed  to  reveal  any  U.  S.  loca- 
tions which  command  the  vast  snow 
vistas  needed  for  the  picture. 

Due  to  the  inadequacies  of  Alas- 
kan rail  transportation,  Wood  ex- 
pects to  transport  most  of  his  troupe 
and  all  of  his  equipment  via  the 
Alcan  Highway  in  mid-Summer. 


Riley  Funeral  Today 

Chicago — Funeral  services  will  be 
held  here  today  for  Gordon  E.  Riley, 
RCA  traffic  manager.  Surviving  are 
his  wife,  Belda,  and  a  daughter, 
Jean. 


STORK  REPORTS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY    ; 

Hollywood  —  A    seven-pound    son, 
Samuel,  was  born  to   Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sam    Howard    at    Queen    of   Angels 
Hospital.     Father    is    president    of : 
American  Eagle  Films. 

Glasco,  Kas. — A  son  named  Robert 
Rex  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris  V.  Beisner.  He  is  the  oper- 
ator of  the  Dream  Theater  here  and 
the  Delpheum  in  Delphus,  Kas. 

Wakefield,  Mass. — David  Hodgdon, 
owner  of  the  Princess,  and  Mrs, 
Hodgdon,  are  the  parents  of  a  boy. 
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Lipperf  Acquires 
Levereiie  Circuit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
i'reka    and   Weed,    Calif.    J.    Leslie 
Jacobs,  theater  broker  of  San  Fran- 
tisco,  handled  the  negotiations. 

The,  deal  also  includes  a  large 
tio>  gad  store  building  in  Medford, 
i  tiA*.  „er  site  in  Central  Point,  Ore., 
:uid  a  theater  site  in  Yreka.  Modern 
louses  will  be  constructed  immed- 
iately on  both  sites,  Lippert  an- 
nounced. 

These  nine  theaters,  together  with 
itour  drive-ins  Lippert  now  has  under 
construction,  will  enlarge  his  circuit 
to  34  houses  in  California  and  Ore- 
gon. 

In  addition  to  his  exhibition  oper- 
ations, Lippert  is  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution  of  Screen 
Guild  Productions,  and  is  also  active 
In  a  number  of  independent  produc- 
ing companies  turning  out  pictures 
for  Screen  Guild  release. 



Associated  Theaters 
Takes  Lauston's  Three 

Port  Clinton,  O. — Associated  The- 
aters, one  of  the  largest  indie  cir- 
cuits of  Ohio,  has  taken  over  the 
Erie,  Lion  and  Madrid  Theaters  from 
Popular    Theaters    and    Amusement 

"Co.,  headed  by  Andrew  Lauston.  As- 
sociated Circuit  has  under  construc- 
tion a  new  1,268-seat  de  luxe  house 

.which  is  expected  to  be  completed 
{the  middle  of  March. 

iMet.  Museum's  Exhibit 
Of  Ad  Art  Opens  Today 

The  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art's 
salute  to  motion  picture  advertising 
'art  will   begin   today   with   the   ex- 
hibition   of    several    paintings    pre- 
sented in  co-operation  with  20th-Fox, 

■  who    have    loaned    their    gallery    of 

■  special  paintings  to  the  art  center. 
•'  Featured  in  the  exhibition  will  be 
•  four  canvases   specially  created  for 

the   advertising   campaign    on   "The 
Late    George    Apley."      Artists    are 
Dean  Comwell,  Douglass  Crockwell, 
j  John  Falter  and  Robert  Benney. 


Steve  Derocher  Dead 

Springfield,  Mass. — Stephen  Dero- 
cher, for  many  years  special  police 
officer    at   Loew's    Poli   Theater,    is 
1  dead. 


CHARTERED 


FREDKEN  CORP.,  New  York  City,  with  capi- 
!  tal  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
shares  subscribed,  to  deal  in  microfilms.  In- 
corporated in  Albany  by  Henry  Jaffe,  David  M. 
Harris,   Jessie   Visanska. 

SHANTARAM  INTERNATIONAL,  LTD.,  New 
York  City,  with  capital  of  200  shares  no  par 
I  value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to  dis- 
tribute motion  pictures.  Incorporated  in  Al- 
bany by  Shantaram  Raiaram  Vankudre,  Albert 
Margolies,    Harold   J.    Sherman. 

ARROW    PICTURES    CORP.,    New    York,    with 

capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 

shares  subscribed,  to  distribute  motion  pictures. 

i    Incorporated  in  Albany  by  A.  Joel  Handel,  Mae 

Lynch,  Anna  Globes. 


Truman  Would  Hold  Excise  Tax  Reade  Purchases 

Ask  Laws  to  Ban  Jurisdictional  Strikes        16  StOITS  Theaters 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 


ment    on    Capitol    Hill    for    im- 
mediate action  to  terminate  the 
war-time    rates    on    admissions 
and  other  excises,  the  President 
yesterday     said     he     will     soon 
formally     recommend     to     Con- 
gress that  it  "take  early  action 
to  continue  throughout  the  next 
fiscal  year  the  war  excise  rates 
which,    under    the    present   law, 
will  expire  on  June  30,  1947." 
The  present  automatic  expiration 
results    from    the    President's    own 
action  of  a  week  ago,   in  which  he 
declared    an    official    end   to    hostili- 
ties.    When    the   high    excise   rates 
were  voted  three  years  ago  it  was 
provided    that    they    drop    back    to 
their  former  levels  six  months  after 
the  official  end  of  hostilities. 
Knutson    Refuses    Comment 
Chairman  Harold  Knutson  of  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
refused    to    comment    yesterday    on 
the    President's    proposal.      A    week 
ago  he  had  indicated  he  would  not 
himself  move  to  cut  back  the  excise 
rates  earlier  than  July  1,  but  over 
the  weekend  he  was  talking  in  favor 
of  early  action  in  order  to  prevent 
a    long   period    in    which   buyers    of 
jewels  and  furs  might  wait  for  the 
lower  tax  rate  before  making  major 
purchases. 

Yesterday  he  said,  "I'm  not  going 
to  say  another  thing  until  the  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  meets.  I've 
said  too  much  already." 

Truman  explained  that  his  pro- 
posal to  extend  the  20  per  cent  ad- 
missions tax  for  another  year — 
through  June  of  1948 — was  dictated 
by  his  desire  to  insure  a  balanced 
Federal  budget  and  some  funds  to 
begin    reducing    the    national    debt. 

The    President    lined    himself 
up  strongly   in  favor  of  reduc- 
tion of  round-the-world  barriers 
to  international  trade.     "World 
economic  co-operation  is  essen- 
tial to  world  political  co-opera- 
tion," he  said.     Mentioning  the 
International  Bank  and  the  Ex- 
ort-Import  Bank,  the  President 
said,  "We  must  now  take  other 
steps  for  the  reconstruction  of 
world  trade,  and  we  should  con- 
tinue to  strive  for  an  interna- 
tional trade  system  a«  free  from 
obstructions  as  possible." 
In  another  part  of  his  speech,  Tru- 
man  warned   that   monopoly   in    in- 
dustry  is   growing   more   and   more 
dangerous.     The  war,   he   said,  has 

A.  L.  Randall  Dies 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Alfred  L.  Ran- 
dall, organizer  and  president  of  the 
Jefferson  Co.,  which  in  1913  built  the 
Jefferson  Theater — then  the  second 
largest  theater  in  Indiana — died  in 
his  home  here  of  a  heart  ailment. 


A.  R.  Lorey  Stricken 

Carrollton,  Tex.  —  A.  R.  Lorey, 
owner  of  the  Plaza,  died  following 
a  heart  attack.  A  son,  A.  R.  Lowery, 
Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Lowery  will  continue 
to  operate  the  house. 


accentuated  the  "long-standing  ten- 
dency toward  economic  concentra- 
tion. As  a  consequence,  we  now  find 
that  to  a  greater  degree  than  ever 
before,  whole  industries  are  dom- 
inated by  one  or  a  few  large  or- 
ganizations which  can  restrict  pro- 
duction in  the  interest  of  higher 
profits  and  thus  reduce  employment 
and  purchasing  power." 

Calling   for  a   joint   Congres- 
sional-Presidential committee  to 
study  the  overall  labor-manage- 
ment picture,  the  President  said 
he  would  welcome  "early  enact- 
ment"  of  legislation   to  outlaw 
jurisdictional   strikes,   which   he 
considers  "indefensible." 
"In    such   'Strikes,"    he    said,    "the 
public   and   the   employer   are   inno- 
cent bystanders  who  are  injured  by 
a    collision    between    rival    unions. 
This  type  of  dispute  hurts  produc- 
tion,   industry    and   the   public — and 
labor  itself.  .  .  .  When  rival  unions 
are   unable   to   settle   such   disputes 
themselves,  provision  must  be  made 
for  peaceful  and  binding  determina- 
tion of  the  issues."  Warning  against 
an    overall    ban    on    secondary   boy- 
cotts, the  President  held  that  those 
"used   to   further  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes or  to  compel  employers  to  vio- 
late   the    National    Labor    Relations 
Act"  are  "unjustifiable." 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Kingston,  N.  Y.;  Warren  and  Com- 
munity, in  Hudson,  N.  Y.;  Strand, 
Oxford,  Paramount,  in  Plainfield,  N. 
J.;  Majestic  and  Strand,  in  Perth 
Amboy,  N.  J.;  Strand,  in  Freehold, 
N.  J.;  Carlton  and  Strand,  Red  Bank, 
N.  J.;  Community,  Morristown,  N. 
J.;  Community,  Toms  River,  N.  J. 

Reade,  who  has  been  operating 
these  theaters  under  a  rental  basis 
for  a  period  of  20  years,  is  now  the 
sole  owner  of  the  properties  which 
were  purchased  outright  for  cash 
from  executors  and  trustees  of  the 
Frank  V.  Storrs  estate  and  the 
Chase  National  Bank.  Financing 
was  arranged  for  with  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Boston  in  the  sum 
of  $4,000,000  for  a  period  of  10 
years. 

Money  was  used  partially  for  the 
purchase  price,  and  part  for  devel- 
opment and  renewal  of  air  condition- 
ing equipment,  and  modernizing  of 
the  properties.  A  sum  was  also 
apportioned  for  the  acquisition  of 
other  properties  in  connection  with 
the  circuit. 

With  the  acquisition  of  the  above 
16  theaters,  a  new  corporation  has 
been  formed,  which  will  be  known 
as  Walter  Reade's  Theaters,  Inc. 
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Minneapolis  Ticket 
Tax  Proposal  Looms 

Minneapolis  —  An  admissions  tax 
is  among  eight  possible  new  taxes 
which  will  be  listed  in  the  forth- 
coming interim  report  of  the  Mayor's 
Tax  and  Finance  Commission.  The 
admissions  tax  would  be  a  substitute 
for  the  present  Federal  tax  and  it 
is  estimated  that  the  city  of  Minne- 
apolis could  derive  an  annual  revenue 
of  $1,500,000  from  it.  With  the  seven 
other  new  taxes,  the  citv  might  get 
an  estimated  $12,000,000  in  addi- 
tional revenue. 

Before  the  city  can  tap  new 
sources  of  revenue,  the  report  will 
point  out,  the  Minnesota  legislature 
must  pass  enabling  legislation  em- 
powering cities  to  levy  the  suggested 
local  taxes.  It  is  expected  that  such 
a  bill  will  be  introduced  at  the  ses- 
sion of  the  legislature  this  year,  and 
North  Central  Allied  at  its  recent 
convention  voted  to  fight  such  a 
measure. 

Levying  of  such  local  taxes  also 
would  be  made  subject  to  approval, 
by  i-ef  erendum,  of  city  voters. 


May  Ask  House  Equity  Inquiry 

Myers  Reported  Planning  Move  by  Allied 


Northampton  Decrees 
Increased  License  Fees 

Northampton,  Mass.  —  Increased 
1947  license  fees  for  the  city's  three 
theaters  have  been  announced  by 
Mayor  Edwin  L.  Olander.  In  the 
future,  the  Calvin  will  pay  $150  a 
year  instead  of  $60;  the  Plaza  will 
pay  $60  instead  of  $50,  and  the 
Academy  —  municipally  -  owned  and 
heretofore  exempt  from  license  fees 
— will  pay  $90  annually.  Recently, 
Mayor  Olander  upped  Sunday  license 
fees  for  these  houses. 


Pottstown  Council  Votes 
5%  Gross  Receipts  Tax 

Pottstown,  Pa. — In  a  special  meet- 
ing, the  Borough  Council  here  passed 
the  much  discussed  ordinance  impos- 
ing additional  taxes  on  theater  ad- 
missions and  other  amusement  ven- 
tures. The  proposed  tax  on  motion 
picture  theaters  calls  for  5  per  cent 
of  gross  receipts,  payable  monthly. 
Theaters  in  many  other  Pennsyl- 
vania cities  may  soon  be  affected  by 
similar  laws  if  the  Pottstown  law 
stands,  and  legal  contest  is  believed 
inevitable. 


Chi.  East  Theater  Sold 

Chicago  —  Greenvile  Cooper  has 
sold  the  East  Theater  to  Nick  Chir- 
igos  and  John  Steocu. 


Ohio  IT©  Queries  on 
'Obnoxious*   Checkers 

Columbus,  O.  —  Cases  in  which 
local  checkers  have  been  "obnox- 
ious" or  have  "acted  in  a  manner 
detrimental  to  your  business"  are 
being  sought  from  Ohio  exhibitors 
by  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  of  the  In- 
dependent Theater  Owners  of  Ohio. 
Wood  wants  such  cases  described  in 
writing,  with  names   and  dates. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


lied  counsel  has  been  quietly  investi- 
gating this  aspect  of  the  case  and  is 
contemplating  asking  the  House 
Committee  for  such  action. 
Two  Points  Said  Raised 
The  call  for  a  House  investiga- 
tion, it  was  learned,  is  predicated  on 
two    points: 

1.  The  allegedly  lengthy  de- 
lays in  the  case  agreed  to  by  one 
of  the  judges  and  the  alleged 
"indulgence"  of  the  same  judge 
towards  defense  counsel's  "de- 
laying tactics." 

2.  Ownership  by  this  same 
judge  and  his  wife  of  a  theater 
which  has  been  leased  to  two  of 
the  defendants — Warner  Broth- 
ers and  Paramount. 

The  Government  took  official  cog- 
nizance   of   the    delays   by   filing   in 
1944    a    certificate   under   the   expe- 
diting act.     By 
I  this   move,   juris- 
[diction  of  the 
case  was   trans- 
ferred from  the 
single  judge  to  a 
Statutory  three- 
judge    court. 
Named    to    the 
Statutory    Court 
were  Judges  Hen- 
ry   W.    Goddard, 
Augustus    Noble 
Hand  and  John 
Bright.     Judge 
Goddard     had 
heard  the  case  for 
five  years  before 
the    Government 
filed  its  expediting  certificate. 
Disclosed  by  Leases 
Ownership  of  a  theater  by  one  of 


ABRAM  F.  MYERS 


the  judges  and  his  wife  came  to 
light,  it  is  understood,  when  the 
Department  of  Justice  called  for 
copies  of  all  leases  entered  into  by 
the  defendant  companies.  Photo- 
static copies  of  the  leases  in  ques- 
tion are  contained  in  Government 
Exhibit  224.  These  copies  show  that 
the  theater  in  question  was  first 
leased  to  Warner  brothers  in  1933. 
Warners  subsequently  subleased  the 
theater  to  various  Paramount  in- 
terests at  a  rental  beginning  at  $910 
a  month. 

Question  of  "various  and  repeated 
delays"  in  the  case  was  brought  out 
before  the  Senate  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee in  1940.  The  Committee  then 
was  conducting  hearing  on  a  bill 
calling  for  theater  divorcement  and 
introduced  by  Matthew  Neely,  then 
a  Senator  from  West  Virginia.  Thur- 
man  Arnold,  then  Assistant  Attor- 
ney General  in  charge  of  the  anti 
trust  division,  outlined  to  the  Com- 
mittee the  many  delays  in  the  case 
up  to  that  time. 

One  of  the  judges,  it  was  learned, 
made  brief  mention  of  his  theater 
interest  but  was  not  challenged  dur- 
ing the  trial. 

Appeal    Effect    Moot    Point 

What  effect  the  move  may  have 
on  an  appeal  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  by  the  Government  appears 
at  least  a  moot  question.  If  the 
high  court  throws  the  case  back  to 
the  three- judge  Statutory  Court,  the 
"impartiality"  of  one  of  the  judges 
may  be  challenged.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  declined  comment  on 
this  aspect  of  the  case  except  to  say 
that  the  Government  was  aware  of 
the  question. 


300  to  Attend  Farewell 
Dinner  for  H.  M.  Warren 

Des  Moines,  la. — A  large  number 
of  film  executives  will  attend  the 
farewell  banquet  to  be  held  at  Des 
Moines  tonight  for  Harry  M.  War- 
ren, general  manager  of  Central 
States  Theater  Corp.  who  is  retiring 
and  moving  to  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Approximately  300  guests  are  ex- 
pected for  the  party  which  will  in- 
clude both  West  Coast  and  East 
Coast  executives,  branch  managers, 
district  managers  of  the  film  com- 
panies and  Central  States  theater 
managers. 

The  event  will  also  include  the 
awarding  of  prizes  for  the  recent 
nine-weeks  Warren  drive  among  the 
Central  States  managers.  Warren 
will  leave  for  Arizona  tomorrow. 

A.  H.  Blank,  head  of  Central 
States  and  Tri-States,  meantime  an- 
nounced that  Myron  N.  Blank,  his 
son,  would  assume  personal  direc- 
tion of  Central  States  and  that  E.  L. 
Wegener  would  become  general  man- 
ager. Jerry  Greenebaum  will  suc- 
ceed Wegener  as  district  manager 
for  the  Burlington,  la.,  group  of  the- 
aters, 


Treasury  Film  Only  PQA  „ 
Approved  Narcotic  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Pursuant  to  state- 
ments published  in  some  newspapers 
regarding  the  alleged  "deluge"  of 
motion  pictures  about  to  be  pro- 
duced dealing  with  the  illegal  drug 
traffic,  PCA  issued  the  following 
statement: 

"We  have  no  knowledge  of  any 
pictures  .  .  .  dealing  with  the  illega1 
drug  traffic,  except  the  picture  'As- 
signed to  Treasury. '  This  story 
concerns  the  dramatization  of  the 
world-wide  efforts  being  made  by 
many  countries  working  together 
to  stamp  out  the  illegal  traffic  in 
narcotics."  Statement  continued  with 
assertions  that  the  picture  was  pre- 
pared with  the  approval  of  the  U.  S 
Commissioner  of  Narcotics,  and  car- 
ries the  endorsement  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  Treasury,  Chief  Justice  Fred 
Vinson,  and  Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr. 
Statement  concluded  with  ".  .  .  mor- 
bid dramatizations  of  the  use  or  ef- 
fect of  narcotic  drugs  never  were 
and  cannot  now  be  aoproved  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Production   Code." 


REVIEWS 

"Ladies'  Man" 

with  Eddie  Bracken,  Cass  Daley 
Paramount  91    Mins 

DIVERTING  COMEDY  OFFERING  HAS 
*  NUMBER  OF  NOVELTIES  TO  SET  PLOT 
OFF.  /--r 

Four  or  five  times  in  the  pr^  •/  *igs 
of  this  tale,  Cass  Daley  and  Spike  Jones 
and  his  City  Slickers  become  involved  in 
the  shennanigans.  They  give  it  considerable 
comic  relief.  And  that's  a  good  thing,  tor 
The  latter  bang  out  their  well  known 
"Holiday  for  Strings"  and  "Cocktails  for 
Two."  Miss  Daley  is  a  hilarious  session  all 
by  herself.  Bracken,  Virginia  Welles  and 
Virginia  Field  carry  the  weight  of  the  story 
They  lug  it  around  and  deposit  it  in  the 
iroper  niches. 

Unrequited  love  stabs  Bracken  out  ir 
Oklahoma.  But  the  same  day  an  oil  wel 
comes  in  on  his  farm.  With  50  grand  ir 
his  poke  he  comes  to  Gotham  to  have 
look-see  at  the  sights.  He  is  through  witr 
women.  He  has  his  dog,  his  true  friend.  . 
Before  he  gets  around  to  the  sights  he 
meets  up  with  Miss  Welles  who  is  holding 
forth  with  a  street  broadcast.  Bracker 
says  his  piece.  Miss  Welles,  something  o 
a  scatterbrain,  tells  the  listening  audience 
— women — that  the  lucky  box  top  will  ge 
a  date  with  Bracken.  She  passes  him  of 
as  a  millionaire. 

Immediately  there's  a  flurry  by  the  fe 
males.  Cass  Daley  "wins"  Bracken.  Thi 
theme  develops  and  so  does  r'mance  be 
tween  Bracken  and  Miss  Welles.  Mean 
while  Miss  Field  is  conniving  to  separatf 
Oklahoma  from  his  dough.  The  boy  meet 
%\r\  gimmick  is  given  the  whirl.  He  lose 
her  and  then  finds  her  again.  In  the  process 
misunderstanding  turns  to  revelation.  Thei 
comes  retribution.  Lastly,  Bracken  and  Mis 
Welles  are  seen  arm-in-arming  it  in  Cen 
tral  Park. 

The  doings  are  diverting,  generally.  Dani 
:- el -Dace's  pjpdnftrn  is  in  keening  wit! 
various  levels  of  the  story  and  Will:am  D 
Russell's  direction  achieves  the  lightnes 
indicated. 

CAST:  Eddie  Bracken,  Cass  Daley,  Virqinic 
Welles,  Spike  Jones  and  his  City  Slickers 
Johnny  Coy,  Virginia  Field,  Lewis  Russell; 
Georges   Renevant,   Roberta   Jonav. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Daniel  Dare;  Director 
William  D.  Russell;  Screenolay  by  Edmuni 
Beloin,  Jack  Rose,  Lewis  Mettzer;  Based  on 
story  by  William  Bowers,  Robinson  Holbert 
Music  Direction,  Irvin  Talbot;  Vocal  arrange 
ments,  Ken  Lane;  Music  Associate,  Trov  San 
ders;  Cameraman,  Stuart  Thomoson;  Art  Di 
rection,  Hans  Dreier,  Walter  Tyler:  Set  Dec 
oration,  Sam  Comer,  Ray  Mover;  Sound.  Dor 
McKav,  Gene  Garvin:  Film  Editor,  Everett  Doug 
las:   Dances,   Billy  Daniels. 

DIRECTION,         Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY 

Good. 

London  Critic  Barred 
From  20th-Fox  Preview- 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Paul  Holt 
Daily  Express  critic,  was  barrec 
from  the  press  preview  of  "Meet  A 
Dawn"  at  Odeon's  Leicester  Square 
yesterday,  under  orders  of  Ottci 
Bolle,  20th-Fox  managing  director! 
it  was  learned. 

Ban  reportedly  was  caused  b? 
Holt's  recent  criticism  of  "The  Ra 
zor's  Edge."  J.  Arthur  Rank  tele 
phoned  Holt  to  apologize  and  t< 
disassociate  Odeon  from  Bolle's  ac  I 
tion. 


A  SALUTE   to   our 

TRADE   PRESS 


>L.  9 


By  ROGER  FERRI 

in  20th  CENTURY-FOX  DYNAMO 


How  carefully  do  you  read  the  trade  papers? 

You  will  have  to  answer  that,  but  as  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned we  read  each  copy  of  every  trade  paper — daily  and 
weekly — from  cover  to  cover. 

We  do  not  do  so  merely  because  of  any  professional 
interest.  We  do  that  because  only  through  our  enter- 
prising trade  press  can  we  keep  fully  and  reliably  informed 
on  what  is  happening  within  our  industry. 

No  industry  has  as  great,  as  reliable,  as  interesting,  or 
as  illuminating  a  trade  press  as  has  ours. 

No  executive,  no  field  worker,  no  branch  employee,  no 
exhibitor,  no  theatre  attache  can  do  a  thorough  job — 
unless  he  makes  a  habit  of 
reading  the  film  trade  pa- 
pers. 


For  those  of  us  in  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition 
the  trade  journal  is  indis- 
pensible.  It  is  the  link  that 
authentically  and  perfectly 
links  distribution  and  ex- 
hibition. 

Trade  papers  have  kept 
abreast  of  industry  prog- 
ress; in  fact  time  and  again 
they  have  paced  the  rest  of 
the  industry. 

The  journalistic  histor- 
ians of  our  industry  have, 
since  the  latter's  begin- 
ning, done  an  admirable 
job.  But,  they  are  doing 
a  greater  job  today. 

Annually  distributors  in- 
vest millions  in  trade  pa- 
per advertising. 

It  is  the  wisest  in- 
vestment any  distributor 
makes. 

Trade  paper  advertising  serves  many  progressive  pur- 
poses. It  serves  as  advance  agent  for  the  branch  manager, 
the  salesman  and  the  booker. 

Trade  paper  advertising  is  the  most  effective  and  in- 
fluential sales  media  at  the  disposal  of  distribution. 

It  is  the  most  effective  medium  the  distributor  has  of 
speedily  passing  on  news  to  its  clients. 

Therefore,  if  trade  papers  can  do  such  a  job  of  proved 
selling,  then  they  should  be  as  religiously  read  and  studied 
for  their  equally  important  news  contents. 

• 

Most  appreciative  of  the  indispensible  service  regularly 


The  oldest  and 
most  widely  quoted 
daily  industry 
publication/7 


rendered  by  trade  journals  are  the  small-town  theatre 
operators.  For  these  thousands  of  important  and  decisive 
industry  figures,  the  trade  paper  is  their  "bible." 

However,  no  intelligent  or  sincere  industry  worker,  re- 
gardless of  whether  he  is  in  production,  distribution  or 
exhibition,  would  consider  his  day  complete  unless  he  has 
brought  his  knowledge  of  film  matters  up  to  date  through 
reading  his  trade  paper. 

That  being  so,  it  is  important  that  each  of  us  regularly 
read  the  trade  papers,  for  only  by  so  doing  can  you  place 
yourself  in  a  position  where  you  can  meet  the  buyer  on 
equal   footing  and   discuss   intelligently   and   informedly 

trade  matters. 

But,  the  influence  of  our 

trade  journals  goes  far  be- 
yond the  boundaries  of  our 
own  industry. 

They  are  scanned  care- 
fully and  analytically  by 
newspaper  and  magazine 
editors  and  writers,  by 
scores  of  organizations 
with  an  interest  in  motion 
pictures,  by  college  and 
school  authorities,  by  Fed- 
eral, State  and  municipal 
officials  and  many  others 
too  numerous  to  list  in  a 
single  paragraph. 

No  industry  trade  press 
comes  anywhere  near  giv- 
ing its  readers  such  thor- 
ough and  intelligent  cov- 
erage as  does  ours. 

And  that  same  trade 
press,  because  of  its  wide 
readership  among  news- 
paper writers,  -wields  a 
a  tremendous  influence  on 
the  movie-going,  the  tic- 
ket-buying public. 

• 

Thanksgiving  Day  has  passed,  but  every  day  of  the  year 
we  of  the  motion  picture  industry  can  be  thankful  for  the 
quality  of  our  trade  press. 

It  serves — well  and  authentically. 

It  is  a  courageous,  Crusading  trade  press,  too. 

It  has  one  "fault" — if  it  may  becalled  that;  it  is  too  modest. 

It  does  not  blow  its  own  horn  loudly  or  frequently 
enough. 

Perhaps,  that  is  because  always  it  has  been  too  busy 
serving  you  and  me. 


"GROOVED  FOR  TOP 

GROSSES  -  AND 

BOUND  TO  GET 

THEM!" 
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MORRIS  CHARLES         WILLIAM  MARVIN         WALLACE 

CARNOVSKY  -  CANE  -  PRINCE  -  MILLER  -  FORD 

Screenplay  by  Oliver  H.  P.  Garrett,  Steve  Fisher 
Directed  by  JOHN  CROMWELL    •    Produced  by  SIDNEY  BIDDELL 

A  COLUMBIA  PICTURE 
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INTRODUCING  A  NEW  SONG  HIT 
"Eitker   It's   Love    Or    It    IsnY 

BY  ALLAN  ROBERTS  AND  DORIS  FISHER 


28  W.    44th   St.    21st   floor 
New  York      N.    Y. 


intimate  in  Character 
hternational  in  Scope 
independent   in  Thought 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Twenty- Eight  Years  Old 


-1PDAILY' 


a 


L.  91;  NO.  5 


NEW  YORK.  WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY  8,  1947 


TEN  CENTS 


CJ 


I  Of  J's   EQUITV   ACTIO!)   UlfllVCR   STflUDS 

; \ 

No  Business  Recession  Coming,  Says  Depinet 


KO  Topper  Sees  Gains  to 
s  Scored  in  Distribution 

nd  in  Theater  Grosses 



Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  Corp.  vice- 
airman,  sees  no  business  recession 
the    cards,    but    instead    believes 
Ijat   not    only    are    there    unlimited 
i  lings  for  theater  grosses,  but  that 
istribution  has  by  no  means  reached 
|e  saturation  point. 
Analyzing    the  'business     outlook 
v  RKO  administrative  and  execu- 
te staffs,  Depinet  went  on  record 
iswise: 

"There  is  talk  afield  of  a  possible 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


rizes  for  Exhibs. 


ti 


rr 


Unusual  prizes,  ranging  from  a 
,mp  trailer  to  washing  machines, 
ill  be  offered  to  theater  managers 
ho  participate  in  the  1947  March 
Dimes  drive,  according  to  an  an- 
mncement  made  yesterday  by  Emil 
L  Jensen,  director  of  the  motion  pic- 
'ire  division  of  the  National  Foun- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


IPF  Incorporating  Articles 
efore  Steering  Committee 

Certificate  of  incorporation  and 
ie  by-laws  for  the  projected  Motion 
licture  Foundation  have  been 
rafted  into  working  form  and  have 
(jceived  the  approval  of  the  sub- 
nnmittee  which  was  organized  to 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Iowa  Solons  to  Get 
Municipal  Tax  Bill 

Des  Mcines,  la. — The  Iowa  State 
Legislature  will  convene  here  on 
Monday. 

Two  bills  expected  to  be  intro- 
duced would  affect  the  theater  in- 
dustry. One  wruld  permit  cities  and 
towns  to  place  an  additional  tax  on 
admission  tickets  while  the  second 
would  rewrite  the  present  fire  laws 
I  on  theaters  and  newly  constructed 
theaters. 


APPEAL  SCOPHONY,  LTD.  DISMISSAL 

D  of  J,  Asking  Supreme  Court  Reversal,  Contends  Judge 
Edward  A.  Conger  Made  Five  Errors 


Federal  Judge  Edward  A.  Conger 
yesterday  signed  the  order  granting 
the  Department  of  Justice  a  direct 
appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
from  Judge  Conger's  own  final  order 
entered  last  Nov.  8,  dismissing  Sco- 
phony,  Ltd.  as  a  defendant  in  the 
Government's  anti  -  trust  action 
against  Scophony,  Ltd.,  Paramount 
Pictures,    Television    Productions, 


Inc.,  General  Precision  and  Equip- 
ment Corp.,  Scophony  Corp.  of 
America  and  Arthur  Levey. 

Joseph  B.  Marker,  D  of  J  attorney, 
served  the  appeal  papers  on  SL's  at- 
torneys, yesterday. 

D  of  J  Claims  Five  Errors 

The    Government    asks    that    the 
Supreme  Court  reverse  Judge  Con- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


nencan 
ks  Under  Way 


Washington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — The  Italian  Embassy 
yesterday  confirmed  The  Film 
Daily's  Rome  dispatch  on  Monday 
indicating  that  top  Italian  officials 
will  discuss  a  new  film  agreement 
between  the  two  countries  with  U.  S. 
officials   here. 

Premiere  Alcide  De  Gasperi  yester- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


olon  Action  May 


Sinclair  Lewis  to  Pen 
Rainbow's  Next  Picture 


West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — S  i  n  c  1  a  i  r  Lewis  is 
headed  for  Hollywood  to  write  an 
original  story  and  screenplay  for 
Rainbow  Productions,  Inc.,  based  on 
idea  suggested  by  Leo  McCarey  for 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — The  entire  GOP  tax- 
cutting  program  threatened  to  van- 
ish yesterday,  as  The  Film  Daily 
learned  that  chairman  Harold  Knut- 
son,  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  is  preparing  to  write 
legislation  to  continue  the  present 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


70  U.  S.  Industry  Toppers 
To  Mexico  for  V.  C.  Ritual 


Mexico  City  (Via  Air  Mail) — Be- 
tween 60  and  70  U.  S.  film  industry 
toppers  are  expected  to  attend  the 
Jan.  16  inauguration  of  the  new 
Mexico  City  Tent  of  the  Variety 
Clubs. 

N.  Peter  Rathvon,  prexy  of  RKO, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Sees  Decree  Used  in  New  Suits 

McConnell  Says  Exhibs.  May  Introduce  It 


MPTOA  Okays  Proposals 
On  Gov't-Pix  Co-operation 


The  MPTOA  has  approved  the 
recommendations  of  the  theater 
study  group  regarding  Government 
and  industry  co-ordination  relative 
to  the  distribution  and  exhibition  of 
Government  shorts,  Herman  Levy, 
MPTOA  general  counsel  announced 
yesterday. 


Waiver  By  Gov't  in  1940 
"Closed  the  Book"  on  Any 
Future  Challenge  By  Dept. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Government  plans 
no  action  on  questioning  the  "actions 
and  connections"  of  any  of  the 
judges  in  the  New  York  equity  case, 
Department  of  Justice  spokesmen 
said  yesterday. 

Spokesmen    said    that    when    the 

Government    waived    any    objections 

in    1940   "that   closed   the   book"   on 

future  challenges  by  the  Department. 

Informed  sources  had  stated  that 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Telecasfers'  Code 
Urged  by  Poppele 

Calling  for  the  adoption  of  a  self- 
imposed  code  of  operation  to  which 
all  tele  broadcasters  would  subscribe, 
J.  R.  Poppele,  president  of  the  Tele- 
vision Broadcasters  Association  as- 
serted that  "television  programming 
will  make  or  break  this  great  indus- 
try" at  TBA's  annual  meeting  held 
yesterday  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 

Poppele,  who  was  re-elected  for 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Kusell  Appoints  Two 
For  SRO  Division  Posts 


Appointment  of  two  former  Para- 
mount field  men,  E.  J.  Fontaine  and 
A.  J.  Del  Cambre,  as  division  man- 
agers and  plans  for  the  establish- 
ment of  offices  in  20  keys  were  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Milton  Kusell, 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Chicago  —  The  decision  handed 
down  by  the  New  York  Statutory 
Court  in  the  Government's  anti-trust 
suit  against  the  majors,  if  permitted 
to  stand  on  appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court,  will  "constitute  a 
prima  facie  case  of  conspiracy  for 
any  theater  damaged  by  activities  of 
the  'Big  Five'  pursuant  to  such 
conspiracy,"  in  the  opinion  of  Thom- 
as McConnell,  film  attorney,  who 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Confidential  Reports 
Tahes  In  Eagle-Lion 

Eagle-Lion  Films  has  joined  Con- 
fidential Reports,  Inc.,  as  a  stock- 
holder, it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  E-L  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager. 
With  its  election  as  a  member, 
Ea'le-Lrn  becomes  the  ninth  sub- 
scriber-stockholder of  CRI.  Others 
are  Warners,  Republic,  United  Ar- 
tists, Columbia,  Paramount,  20th- 
Fox,  RKO  and  Universal. 
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Carmichael.  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW — Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3. 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME) — 
John  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758 
TEL-AVTV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


FinAnciAL 


{Tues.,  Jan.  7) 
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COmmG  ADD  G0MG 


Philip  Solomon  Appointed 
Warner  Bros.  Account  Exe( 


HARRY  H.  THOMAS,  PRC  president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  is  in  San  Francisco  on  the 
first  leg  of  a  Northwestern  trip  that  will  in- 
clude   Portland   and    Seattle. 

CURTIS  MITCHELL,  Paramount  publicity-ad 
director,  is  in  Chicago  and  will  return  to  town 
tomorrow. 

WALTER  GOULD,  UA  foreign  manager,  re- 
turned to  New  York  yesterday  from  a  five-week 
business   trip    to   the   Coast. 

JOE  C.  GOLTZ,  special  UA  foreign  rep.,  re- 
turned to  New  York  yesterday  following  a  10- 
month  survey  in  China,  the  Philippines,  Straits 
Settlement    and    other    Far    Eastern    territories. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic  executive 
vice-president  and  general  sales  manager,  is 
back  in  New  York  following  a  visit  to  Mexico 
City  and   the   North    Hollywood    studios. 

CARY  GRANT  is  in  New  York  from  Holly- 
wood for  talks  with  Samuel  Goldwyn  on  "The 
3ishop's   Wife." 

FRANCES  FAYE  and  HARVEY  STONE  have 
oined   the  film   colony  at  Miami    Beach. 

STEVE  FITZGIBBON,  JR.,  head  of  Devonshire 
cilms  is  in  New  York  for  the  week,  stopping 
it  the  Hotel  Edison,  to  close  franchise  deals 
with    several    distributors. 

ROBERT  S.  BENJAMIN,  president  of  the  J. 
Arthur  Rank  Organization,  left  New  York  yes- 
verday  for  Hollywood  where  he  will  remain  for 
two  weeks.  En  route,  he  will  stop  in  Cleveland 
ind    Chicago. 

JOCK  LAWRENCE,  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank 
Organization,  returned  to  his  desk  yesterday 
Tfter  a   three-week   holiday   in   Cuba. 

MR.  and  MRS.  A.  H.  BLANK,  of  Des  Moines 
vill  vacation  at  the  Hollywood  Beach  Hotel, 
Hollywood,    Fla.,    until    mid-March. 

EDITH  HEAD,  Paramount  fashion  designer,  is 
u,ere  to  stage  "The  Perfect  Marriage  Fashion 
Show"  for  Paramount  at  the  Wadorf-Astorio 
in  Jan.   15. 

SAM  BOVERMAN,  of  the  Paramount  home- 
-iffice  legal  department,  is  in  Louisville  on 
business. 

LOREN  RYDER,  head  of  the  Paramount 
"tudio  sound  department,  is  due  in  New  York 
on    January    22. 

EUGENE  ZUKOR,  Paramount  studio  talent 
executive,  is  here  from  Hollywood  accompanied 
by    his   wife. 

Preview  Exhibit  Launches 
20th-Fox  Met.  Art  Show 


A  series  of  paintings  by  eight 
leading  commercial  artists,  com- 
missioned by  20th-Fox,  went  on  dis- 
play yesterdav  in  the  American 
Wing  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
of  Art.  The  exhibit,  called  "Art  in 
Motion  Picture  Advertising,"  is  the 
first  time  recognition  has  been  given 
film  work  by  the  museum. 

Four  canvasses  were  executed  for 
"The  Late  George  Apley."  Others 
were  from  campaigns  on  "The 
Razor's  Edge."  "The  Song  of  Berna- 
dette"  and  "The  Keys  of  the  King- 
dom." In  addition  to  museum  trus- 
tees and  art  writers  the  opening  of 
the  exhibit  last  nieht  was  visited  by 
Mrs.  Wendell  Willkie,  Tom  Connors, 
Charles  Schlaifer,  A.  A.  Brown,  Mrs. 
Wylie  Brown,  Mrs.  Eustis  Seligman, 
Sherman  Adams,  Joseph  Downs, 
Ruth  Simon,  Abe  Goodman,  George 
Generalis  and  Earl  Wingart. 


«LIDEFILM    PRODUCTION    MAN 

Opening  for  capable  man  who  can  su- 
pervise production  from  script  to 
completed  film.  Provide  full  details, 
also  salary  expected.  Write  Box  No. 
112,  THE  FILM  DAILY. 
1501    BROADWAY,    NEW    YORK    CITY 


ARTHUR  SHEEKMAN,  Paramount  writer,  and 
his  wife,  actress  GLORIA  STUART,  arrive  in 
Philadelphia  today,  en  route  to  New  York 
from   the   Coast. 

RALPH  WHEELWRIGHT,  assistant  to  How- 
ard Strickling,  director  of  publicity  at  the 
M-G-M  studio,  arrived  in  New  York  from  Wash- 
ington  yesterday. 

JAMES  S.  BURKETT,  producer  of  Monogram's 
"The  Highwayman,"  and  ALFRED  NOYES,  author 
of  the  narrative  poem  from  which  it  is  be- 
ing adapted,  leave  for  England  in  February,  to 
scout  backgrounds  for  the  story. 

HOWARD  HUGHES  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday  from    the   Coast. 

CHARLES  DECKMAN,  with  extensive  Cleve- 
land theater  interests,  is  driving  to  Mexico 
City.  Later  he  will  drive  through  South  Ameri- 
ca, returning  by  way  of  California. 

JIMMY  HANLEY,  star  of  "Murder  in  Re- 
verse," leaves  England  for  the  U.  S.  on  the 
next  return  voyage  of  the  Queen    Elizabeth. 

GEORGE  WALLIS  and  JACK  NESSEN,  Ber- 
nardston,  Mass.,  have  left  for  Hollywood  to 
act  as  technical  advisors  in  the  filming  of  some 
Chinese   movie  sequences. 

DIANA  LYNN  leaves  Hollywood  for  Chicago 
on  Jan.  20  for  a  two-week  personal  appearance 
at  the   Chicago  Theater. 

MAX  FELLERMAN,  of  the  Paramount  Theater 
department,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  will 
leave  New  York  on  Thursday  on  a  Coast  vaca- 
tion. 

J.  W.  MacFARLAND,  National  Screen  Service 
branch  manager,  Minneapolis,  is  vacationing  on 
the    West    Coast. 


Korda  Sians  Mason 
To  Two-Film  Pact 


James  Mason,  British  film  star, 
has  signed  a  two-nicture  contract 
with  Sir  Alexander  Korda.  The  deal 
specifies  that  Mason's  next  two  films 
are  to  be  made  in  the  country  most 
convenient  to  the  star  and  producer. 
First  film,  therefore,  may  be  made 
either  in  Hollywood.  London,  or  tjos- 
siblv  in  France.  No  story  has  been 
decided  upon. 

Mason  is  currently  vacationing  in 
Connecticut  with  his  wife,  Pamela 
Kellino.  writer  and  actress,  before 
appearing  with  her  on  Broadwav  in 
the    stage    production    "Bathsheba." 


T.ewis  Leaves  20th-Fox 
For  Greenthal  Agency- 


Monroe  Greenthal  yesterdav  an- 
nounced the  appointment  of  Roger 
Lewis  as  chief  of  the  aeency's  cony 
department.  Lewis  relinauishes  his 
post  with  the  ad  dept.  of  20th-Fox. 
He  will  also  act  as  account  executive 
for  the  Monroe  Greenthal  Co. 


Blaine-Thompson     has     appoint 
Philip     Solomon    account    exeeutiv 
for     Warners,     succeeding     Walte  | 
Blake,  who  is  joining  the  McCami 
Erickson  agency  in  Los  Angeles. 

Solomon  has  been  with  Blain: 
Thompson  for  the  past  17  years  ar 
lately  has  had  charge  of  New  Yor 
theater  advertising  in  addition  t 
acting  as  assistant  to  Blake  -  na 
tional  advertising.  A/LY 

Morrison,  Long  a  News 
Cameraman,  Dead  at  40 


Funeral  services  will  be  held  Fr: 
day  morning  from  Schlemm's  Fu 
neral  Parlor  in  Jersey  City  lor  Eddi 
Morrison,  40,  former  newsreel  can 
eraman,  who  died  Monday  after 
long  illness. 

Morrison  was  well  known  in  Nc, 
York  and  Chicago,  having  been  a- 
sociated  for  many  years  with  th 
old  International  News,  Fox  New 
and  the  Movietone  and  Paramour, 
reels.  He  is  survived  by  his  wide 
and  four  children. 

Olivier  to  Do  'Hamlet" 
Under  Own  Direction 


London  (By  Air  Mail) — Tw, 
Cities  will  send  "Hamlet"  into  pre 
duction  at  Denham  in  late  Marc 
or  early  April,  with  Laurence  Olivie 
starring  and  directing. 


What's  in  a  Title? 

Denver — While  showing  "Nobod 
Lives  Forever,"  68-year-old  proje< 
tionist  Homer  H.  Thomas,  die 
shortly  after  entering  the  booth. 


SITUATION    WANTED 

Secretary  to  Advertising-Publicity  Ex- 
ecutive in  Motion  Picture  Company; 
five  years'  experience;  three  years  col- 
lege; seeks  opportunity  in  situation 
requiring  initiative.  Thorough  knowl- 
edge displays,  accessories,  theatre 
merchandising.  Write  Box  No.  114, 
Film  Daily,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City. 


JEFFERSON 


KENTUCKY  AVE,  NEAE  BEACE 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J. 

Special  Rates 
Winter-Spring  Season 

American  and  European 
Plans 

Plantation  Cocktail  Lounge 
Daily  Concerts — Sun  Decks 

JOHN  H.  rETTES,   Gem,   Mrr. 

PAT.J^.HJIt.l 

KENTUCKY    AVE.,    NEAR   BEACH 
ATLANTIC   CITT.   N.   J. 

M      Daily    Per    Person      f) 

*■        (Two    in    Rooml  £ 

European  Plan — Open  All  Tear 

New  Coach  and  Four 

Grill 

JOHN  H.  RTTEB,  Da.  Bis*. 
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I.  Louis  MPTO  Will 
j  ear  Levy  on  Decree 

St.  Louis — Herman  M.  Levy,  of 
;w  Haven,  Conn.,  general  counsel 
r  the  MPTOA,  will  be  the  principal 
eaker  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
PTO  of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Mis- 
and  Southern  Illinois,  called 
/* — i  Hotel  Jefferson  here  on : 
ai.  20. 

Fred  Wehrenberg,  who  doubles  at 
•esent    as    president    of    both    the 
PTOA  and  the  local  affiliate,  will  j 
ep  down  from  the  latter  post  at  the 
•eeting  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  ' 
e  national  organization. 
Levy's  address  will  be  devoted  to 
.e  decision  filed  by  the  New  York 
;atutory  Court  in   the   equity   suit 
gainst  the  majors.   All  area  exhibs. 
re    invited    to    the    convention    by  j 
'ehrenberg. 

There  is  a  probability  that  Wehr-  ( 
iberg  at  the  meeting  will  announce  ; 
ans  for  a  furtherance  of  his  All- 
idustry  Forum  for  the  peaceful  set-  j 
ement    in    round-table    discussions 
ith  Eric  A.  Johnston,  MPAA  presi-  ! 
mt,  as  the  moderator.  Johnston  has 
{pressed  a  willingness  to  serve  in 
lis  capacity. 

]  In  addition  to  a  new  president  the 
•cal  unit  faces  the  necessity  of 
electing  a  new  secretary-treasurer 
i  succeed  Louis  K.  Ansell  of  Ansell 
ros.  Circuit,  who  now  heads  South- 
|m  California  Pictures,  with  offices 
i  Los  Angeles.  His  brother,  Joseph 
.nsell,  is  now  acting  secretary-trea- 
•  jrer. 


lusell  Appoints  Two 
='or  SRO  Division  Posts 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
RO  general  sales  manager,  follow- 
lg  the  first  sales  meeting  here  of 
ie  new  Selznick  organization. 

Fontaine,  who  has  been  with  Para. 
i  Washington,  will  be  SRO's  Mid- 
.tlantic  division  head,  while  Del 
ambre  will  fill  the  Southwest  divi- 
ion  managerial  spot. 

Greater  part  of  the  meeting  was 
evoted  to  discussions  on  the  sales 
Ian  for  "Duel  In  The  Sun,"  SRO's 
rst  release.    Opening  dates  in  keys 

Pre  predicated  upon  the  delivery  of 
echnicolor  prints  from  that  labor- 
tory. 
Kusell  said  that  just  as  soon  as 
he  necessary  office  space  for  the 
0  offices  are  cleared  he  would  an- 
nounce the  cities  as  well  as  the  men 
j?ho  would  represent  SRO  in  those 
erritories  in  the  handling  of  "Duel." 


SEHD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinCS  TO: 


Jan.  8 
Stanley  Prager  Joe  Weil 

Bill  Brumberg  Charles  H.  Ryan 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Goldtvyn:  Maker  of  Trends 

•  •  •  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY,  taking  stock  of  itself 
one  of  these  days,  will  find,  rather  unexpectedly,  that  it  owes  Sam  Gold- 

wyn  a  curious  debt Sam  has  talked  a  great  deal,  sometimes  wisely 

and  well  and  sometimes  not Sometimes  agreement  with  him   has 

been   easy;    sometimes,    anything   but   violent    disagreement    has    been 

impossible But  with  it  he   has  made   good   pictures He    has 

stuck  by  his  guns  and  he  has  refused  to  compromise  and  he  has  re- 
fused second  bests That  isn't  the  point,  though 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  SOMEONE  MAY  MAKE  a  tabulation  one  of  these  days 
and  determine  the  trends  that  his  pictures  have  started — dating  way 
back  from  the  Ronald  Colman-Vilma  Banky  (remember?)  days,  and 
those  spectacular  Eddie  Cantor  musicals,  led  by  the  wonderful  "Kid  from 
Spain,"  by  "Dead  End"  in  the  vanguard  of  its  type,  by  "Hurricane" 
and  its  sarong  drama  and  by  a  dozen  others  in  which  Sam  rejected 
formulas  and  flew  in  the  face  of  the  accepted  beliefs  of  what  was  box 

office Sam's    argument   has   always   been  that   good   pictures    are 

good  box  office 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  IN  THE  CURRENT  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives,"  Sam 
listened  to  the  witch-doctors  and  the  soothsayers  who  said  that  you 
can't  make  a  war  picture  or  a  picture  about  veterans Sam  prob- 
ably agreed,  but  with  the  exception;  only  if  it's   a  great  picture 

Sam  made  a  great  picture  and  a  successful  picture Its  grosses  at 

the  Astor  in  New  York,  at  the  Woods  in  Chicago,  and  in  Boston  and 
Los  Angeles  are  already  becoming  an  industry  sensation,  which  is 
again  beside  the  point. 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THE  POINT  IS  THAT,  in  the  gratitude  of  the  motion  picture 
industry,  Sam  has  made  it  possible  to  make  war  pictures,  and  pictures 
about  veterans — if  they  are  GOOD  pictures 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     SAM   HAS   DONE   ANOTHER   THING His   contagious 

enthusiasm,  which  few  can  resist,  produces  results Sam  believes 

in  his  picture He  has  attracted  to  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives" 

the  support  of  powerful  influences  that  can't  help  but   do   the  picture 

—and,    very    important'.y, — the    whole    industry    good Such    rare 

tributes  as  editorials  in  the  New  York  Times  and  Colliers,  a  whole  series 
of  articles  in  the  Readers  Digest,  a  national  radio  sermon  over  the  NBC 
network  by  Dr.  Sockman  and  the  New  Year's  Eve  broadcast  over  CBS 
by  the  popular  "Vox  Pop"  can't  help  but  attract  to  the  Goldwyn  picture 
— and  many  other  pictures  to  follow — the  attention  and  interest  of  those 
infrequent  and  hard-to-get  picture-goers  whose  patronage  may  some  day 

be  very  important  to  the  motion  picture  theater  operator For  those 

people,  Sam  has  made  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  an  event  that 
is  a  thousand  miles  and  a  thousand  years  from  the  old  nickelodeon 
days 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  SAM  HAS  BEEN  CRITICIZED  for  charging  $2.40  as  an  ad- 
mission price  for  his  picture,  which  is  two  hours    and   45   minutes   in 

length Only  six  shows  a  day  can  be  given  at  the  Astor,  which  puts 

a  limit   on  the   attendance Patrons   were   told  last   Saturday    that 

there   was   a  four-hour    wait   for    seats,   which  is    something Sam 

could  cut  45  minutes  out  of  his  picture  and  probably  add  33   per  cent 

to  his  daily  gross He  could  then  cut  his  price  to  $1.80  and  get  a 

bigger  daily  gross  than  he  now  does  with  six  shows  at  $2.40 But 

Sam    doesn't   compromise Not    now,   nor   ever and   for   that, 

a  doff  of  Phil  M.'s  chapeau 


Sees  Decree  Effect 
Used  in  New  Suits 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
successfully  prosecuted  the  Jackson 
Park  Theater's  anti-trust  suit  here. 
Terming  the  findings  of  fact,  con- 
clusions of  law  and  decree  a  "sub- 
stantial victory"  for  the  Government 
and  indie  exhibs.,  McConnell  said 
yesterday: 

"Under  the  Sherman  and  Clayton 
Acts,  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  Gov- 
ernment can  be  used  by  private  liti- 
gants in  establishing  allegations  of 
monopoly  and  conspiracy  and  they 
can  thus  avoid  a  long  and  involved 
proceeding  such  as  the  Jackson  Park 
Theater  was  forced  to  undertake. 
The  decree  of  the  Statutory  Court 
places  the  defendants  in  imminent 
danger  of  millions  of  dollars  of  dam- 
age claims  which  have  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  independent  operators 
during  the  period  prescribed  by  the 
Statutes  of  Limitation. 

"In  so  far  as  the  decree  finds  no 
monopoly  or  conspiracy  to  monopo- 
lize production,  it  is  laughable.  Pro- 
duction of  motion  pictures  is  con- 
trolled by  access  to  first-run  revenue. 
The  independent  producer  cannot 
compete  without  the  ability  to  get 
his  product  into  so-called  'show 
cases'  or  first  runs.  Ry  controlling 
first-run  revenue  the  defendants 
maintain  a  monopoly  of  production 
as  well  as  distribution  and  this  was 
established  by  decree  in  the  Jackson 
Park  case. 

"In  my  opinion,  if  the  Government 
prosecutes  its  appeal  as  zealously  as 
it  conducted  the  trial  court  proceed- 
ings, it  will  win  a  decree  divorce- 
ment in  the  Supreme  Court." 


"Life"  Tradeshows  Set 

RKO  had  a  tradeshowing  of  Lib- 
erty Films'  -'It's  A  Wonderful  Life" 
yesterday  in  Albany,  Atlanta,  Char- 
lotte, Cleveland,  Dallas,  Denver,  In- 
dianapolis, Memphis,  New  Haven, 
New  Orleans,  Oklahoma  City, 
Omaha,  Pittsburgh,  Portland,  St. 
Louis,  Salt  Lake  City,  Seattle  and 
Sioux  Falls.  The  Frank  Capra  com- 
edy will  be  shown  in  Des  Moines 
today. 


SICK  LIST 


JERRY  AKERS,  secretary  to  20th-Fox 
Cleveland  branch  manager  I.  J.  Schmertz, 
is  at  heme  convalescing  from  an  oper- 
ation. 

JESSE  L.  LASKY,  who  was  scheduled  to 
fly  here  from  the  Coast  on  Monday,  was 
forced  to  cancel  because   of  illness. 

GLADYS  GILL1PSI,  availability  clerk, 
Universal  exchange,  Indianapolis,  confined 
to  her  home  by  a  broken  arm  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  fall  in  her  home. 

JOHN  KAZAK,  20,  usher  at  Loew's  Poll 
Theater,  Springfield,  Mass.,  is  a  patient  at 
Mercy  H.spital.  nursing  a  fractured  jaw, 
sustained  when  five  youths  ganged  up  on 
him  in  the  house   lobby. 


Tliis  is  wliat  we  said  atout  ;  STAIRWAY  TO  HEAVEN" 


Wky  was  "STAIRWAY  TO  HEAVEN'* 
selected  as  trie  first  motion  picture  to  nave 
a  Command  Performance?  A  distinction 
no  other  film  can  claim! 
Tnere  is  a  good  reason  for  tnis — 
"STAIRWAY  TO  HEAVEN?  is  not  only 
an  extraordinarily  good  motion  picture,  tut  it  is 
also  "advanced"  in  every  pnase  of  production. 
It  is  evocative  of  all  trie  fine  tnings  that 
can  be  achieved  by  tbe  magic  of  creative 
elements.  It  contains  poetic  dialogue  which 
takes  it  up  to  beaven  yet  down  to  eartb 
in  its  universal  appeal.  It  presents  something 
entirely  new  in  cbromatic  tecbnicolor. 
It  bas  acting  wbicb  bas  not  been 
surpassed  —  a  story  tbat  may  be  rigbtly 
acclaimed  as  different ...  yet  sometbing 
tbat  is  appealing  to  everyone.  To  sum 
it  up,  "STAIRWAY  TO  HEAVEN" 
signifies  tbe  motion  picture  of 
tomorrow  witb  tbe  appeal  of  today! 
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ALL  SEATS  RESERVED 

All  Prices  Include  Taxes 
Tnree  Performances  Mon.  tnru  Friday 

Matinees  at  2:30  ALL  SEATS,  $1.50  " 
Evenings  at  7:15,  $1.80 
Evenings  at  9:30,  $2.40 

Four  Performances  Saturdays 

Matinees  at  2:30  and  5:00,  $1.80 
Evenings  at  7:30  and  10:00,  $2.40 

Four  Performances  Sundays  &  Holidays 

Matinees  at  2,  $1.80— at  4:30,  $2.40 
Evenings  7:00  and  9:30,  $2.40 

All  seats  for  the  CHRISTMAS  DAY  performances 
ana  for  the  first  four  weeks  now  on  sale  at  our 
hoxorfice.  Mail   orders   handled    in   order   of  receipt. 


First  Come 
First  Reservealj 

TICKETS 
NOW  ON  SALE 
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DAVID    NIVEN 

RAYMOND    MASSEY 

ROGER    LIVESEY 


TO  HEAVEN7 

in  £Jec/inicclot, 

with 

Kim  Hunter  •  Marius  Goring 

Written,  Produced  and   Directed   by 

MICHAEL  POWELL 

and 

EMERIC  PRESSBURGER 

A  Production  of  the  Archers 

A  UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL 
RELEASE 


CHRISTMAS 

DAY  mM  FOUR 

PERFORMANCES 


'  o 

Park  Avenue  at  59th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  •  PLaza  9-5087 
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THE    SCREEN    IN    REVIEW 


'Stairway  to  Heaven/  a  British 
Production  at  Park  Avenue, 
Proves  a  Holiday  Delight — 


By  BOSLEY  CROWTHER 

Had  you  harked  you  would  have 
heard  the  herald  angels  singing  an 
appropriate  paean  of  joy  over  a 
wonderful  new  British  picture, 
"Stairway  to  Heaven,"  which  came 
to  the  Park  Avenue  Theatre  yes- 
terday. And  if  you  will  listen  now 
to  this  reviewer  you  will  hear  that 
the  delicate  charm,  the  aduit  hu- 
mor and  visual  virtuosity  of  this 
Michael  Powell  —  Emeric  Press- 
burger  film  render  it  indisputably 
the  best  of  a  batch  of  Christmas 
shows. 

If  you  wished  to  be  literal  about 
it  you  might  call  it  romantic  fan- 
tasy with  psychological  tie-ins. 
But  literally  is  not  the  way  to  take 
this  deliciously  sophisticated  frolic 
in  imagination's  realm.  For  this 
is  a  fluid  contemplation  of  a  man's 
odd  experiences  in  two  worlds,  one 
the  world  of  the  living  and  the 
other  the  world  of  his  fantasies — 
which,  in  this  particular  instance, 
happens  to  be  the  great  beyond. 
And  the  fact  that  the  foreword  ad- 
vises, "any  resemblance  to  any 
other  worlds,  known  or  unknown,  is 
purely  coincidental,"  is  a  cue  to  the 
nature  and  the  mood. 

We've  no  time  for  lengthy  expla- 
nations—  other  than  to  remark 
that,  by  all  the  laws  of  probabili- 
ties, Squadron  Leader  Peter  Carter 
should  have  "been  killed  when  he 
leaped  from  a  burning  bomber  with- 
out a  parachute  over  the  Channel 
on  May  2,  1945.  And  that  is  the 
natural  assumption  which  revolves 
in  the  back  of  his  injured  mind. 
But,  still  alive  after  a  freakish  sal- 
vation and  in  love  with  a  thor- 1, 
oughly  mortal  American  Wac.'he 
resists  the  hallucinary  "messenger" 
who  keeps  summoning*  him  to  the 


beyond.  Indeed,  he  resists  so 
strongly — in  his  disordered  mind, 
that  is — that  he  conceives  an  illu- 
sory "trial"  in  heaven  in  which  his 
appeal  to  remain  on  earth  is  heard 
before  a  highly  heterogeneous  tri- 
bunal. And  through  this  court  (and 
by  a  brain  operation),  he  is  spared. 
That  gives  you  a  slight  indica- 
tion of  the  substance  and  flavor  of 
this  film — and  we  haven't  space  at 
this  writing  to  give  you  any  more, 
except  to  say  that  the  wit  and  agil- 
ity of  the  producers,  who  also 
wrote  and  directed  the  job,  is  given 
range  through  the  picture  in  count- 
less delightful  ways:  in  the  use,  for 
Instance,  of  Technicolor  to  photo- 
graph the  earthly  scenes  and  sepia 
in  which  to  vision  the  hygienic  re- 
gions of  the  Beyond  (so  that  the 
heavenly  "messenger,"  descending, 
is  prompted  to  remark,  "Ah,  how 
one  is  starved  for  Technicolor  up 
there!"). 

We  haven't  space  to  credit  the 
literate  wit  of  the  heavenly  "trial" 
in  which  the  right  of  an  English 
flier  to  marry  an  American  girl  is 
discussed,  with  all  the  subtle  ru- 
minations of  a  cultivated  English 
mind  that  it  connotes,  or  the  fine 
cinematic  inventiveness  and  visual 
"touches"  that  sparkle  throughout, 
notably  in  the  exciting  production 
designs  of  Alfred  Junge. 

Nor  have  we  the  space  to  say 
more  than  that  David  Niven  is 
sensitive  and  real  as  the  flier  chap; 
that  Roger  Livesey  is  magnificent 
as  his  physician  (and  later  ad- 
vocate in  the  Beyond);  that  Kim 
Hunter  is  most  appealing  as  his 
American  sweetheart  and  that 
many  more  do  extremely  well,  in- 
cluding Raymond  Massey,  who 
plays  the  lawyer  for  the  Court  of 
Records  at  the  heavenly  "trial." 
(Mr.  Massey  represents  the  spirit 
of  the  first  Boston  patriot  killed  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.) 

But  we'll  have  mucn  more  to  say 

later,  when  we've  got  Christmas 
out  of  our  hair.  Till  then,  take  this 
recommendation:  see  "Stairway  to 
Heaven."    It's  a  delight! 


« 


a  6 


Stairway  To  Heaven '  deserves  *• 

i 

the  highest  recommendation 
or  any  him  of  the  year!" 

*  from  the  N.    Y.   Times  "Ten  Best  of  the  Year" 
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D  of  J's  Waiver  in 
Equity  Case  to  Stand 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  States  gen- 
eral counsel,  may  call  on  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee  to  investigate 
the  "actions  and  connections"  of  one 
of  the  judges  on  the  three-judge 
Statutory  Court. 

The  contemplated  investigation,  it 
was  understood,  would  be  predicated 

TOP  LEVEL  


Discussion  of  the  N.  Y.  Federal 
Court's  decree  reached  the  top 
level  yesterday  when  senior  legal 
counsel  met  to  exchange  views  and 
interpretations  and  deliberate  the 
possibility  of  appeal. 


on  the  ownership  of  a  theater  leased 
to  two  of  the  defendants  by  one  of 
the  judges  in  the  case,  and  the 
alleged  "indulgence"  of  the  same 
judge  towards  the  views  and  actions 
of  the  defendants. 

Thurman  Arnold,  former  assistant 
attorney-general  and  now  counsel 
for  ATA,  issued  a  terse  "no  com- 
ment" on  the  contemplated  move. 
Arnold  headed  the  Department  of 
Justice's  anti-trust  division  at  the 
time  the  Government  waived  objec- 
tions over  the  judge's  theater  hold- 
ing. 

One  industry  attorney  termed  the 
contemplated  move  by  Myers  "silly," 
adding  that  "some  of  us  certainly  do 
not  like  the  decision,  but  there  is  no 
question  in  our  minds  that  all  the 
judges  are  honorable,  upright  men." 

Myers  still  declined  to  comment 
on  the  contemplated  action. 

Meanwhile  no  decision  has  been 
made  on  when  the  Government  will 
file  its  appeal  from  the  Statutory 
Court's  decree,  Department  of  Jus- 
tice spokesmen  said  yesterday. 

Officials  said  the  appeal  would  be 
made  within  the  60-day  period,  but 
no  definite  date  has  been  set.  The 
60-day  period  would  be  up  about 
March   1. 


MPF  Incorporating  Articles 
Before  Steering  Committee 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
carry  on  this  function  at  the  Dec.  3 
meeting  in  New  Orleans.  As 
drafted,  the  initial  purpose  of  the 
Foundation  will  be  to  aid  the  sick 
and  needy  from  all  branches  of  the 
industry. 

Drafts  of  these  articles  have  been 
forwarded  to  the  steering  commit- 
tee, which  consists  of  Barney  Bala- 
ban,  chairman;  Fred  Wehrenberg, 
H.  A.  Poole,  Si  Fabian,  Leonard 
Goldenson,  Tom  Connors,  Ted  Gam- 
ble, "Chic"  Lewis,  Sam  Pinanski,  Ed 
Zorn,  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  E.  V.  Rich- 
ards, Jr. 

Upon  approval  by  this  group,  the 
Foundation  will  be  incoi*porated  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

L.  B.  "DOC"  MERMAN.  Associate  Producer  and  Production  Manager.  Born 
New  York  City,  Sept.  8,  1900.  Attended  New  York  grade  and  high  schools, 
studied  medicine  for  one  year  at  New  York  University, 
but  dropped  college  career  to  join  the  Service.  Entered 
Engineering  Corps.  Entered  garage  business  in  New 
York.  Came  to  Hollywood  in  1933  and  joined  Universal  in 
prop  department.  Worked  for  Paramount  as  an  assistant 
director.  Joined  Grand  National  as  an  assistant  director. 
Became  production  manager  for  B.  F.  Zeidman.  Became 
an  assistant  director  for  Walter  Wanger.  Joined  William 
K.  Howard  as  his  executive  assistant.  Directed  commer- 
cial shorts  for  Forum  Films.  Joined  Pine-Thomas  in  1940 
as  production  manager  and  has  handled  44  pictures  for 
that  company.  Served  as  associate  producer  on  several  of 
the  Pine-Thomas  pictures,  including  "Seven  Were  Saved," 
"The  Navy  Way,"  "Aerial  Gunner,"  "Swamp  Fire," 
"Tokyo  Rose,"  "Alaska  Highway,"  "Adventure  Island," 
"Jungle  Flight,"  "I  Cover  Big  Town."  Production  mana- 
ger on  Pine-Thomas  $1,000  000  production  of  "Albuquer- 
que." Stands,  six  feet.  Weighs  195  pounds.  Eyes,  brown.  Hair,  brown. 


Italo-Amerkan  Film 
Pad  Talks  Under  Way 

(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
day  conferred  with  President  Tru- 
man after  meeting  Monday  with 
Secretary  of  State  Byrnes.  Premier 
De  Gasperi  is  accompanied  by  Pietro 
Campilli,  Minister  of  Foreign  Trade. 

Before  visiting  the  White  House, 
the  Italian  officials  conferred  with 
Undersecretaries  of  State  Dean 
Acheson  and  Will  Clayton.  State 
Department  spokesmen  said  the 
question  of  motion  pictures  was 
"touched  on"  during  the  confabs. 
Main  pix  discussion,  it  was  under- 
stood, centered  around  the  exchange 
problem  which  has  plagued  many 
European  countries. 

Clayton  is  the  State  Department's 
top  expert  on  motion  picture  agree- 
ments. 


70  U.  S.  Industry  Toppers 
To  Mexico  for  V.  C.  Ritual 


(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
will  head  his  company's  visitors  and 
execs.     Ned    Depinet,    RKO's    exec, 
veepee,  will  join  the  Texas  group  if 
plans  permit. 

Heading  the  delegation  will  be  R. 
J.  O'Donnell,  national  chief  barker 
of  the  Variety  Clubs,  International, 
accompanied  by  national  officers: 
John  H.  Harris,  founder  and  "Big 
Boss";  William  McCraw,  executive 
director;  "Chick"  Lewis,  national 
director  of  public  relations;  and 
James  Blamer,  chief  ceremonial  bar- 
ker, who  will  conduct  the  ritual  of 
induction  of  the  new  officers  and 
members  of  this  city's  tent. 

Others  from  the  industry  who  will 
spend  the  week  here  are  Sam  Dem- 
bow,  Jr.,  William  O'Donnell,  Lew 
Bray,  Abel  Green,  "Buddy"  Harris, 
Dick  Owen,  Dick  Foy,  Jake  Lutzer, 
Ned  Shugrue,  C.  W.  Matson,  Jack 
Jossey,  Dave  Lutzer,  Charles  Darden, 
Bob  Warner  and  Ralph  Thorniley. 
This  group  will  fly  here  from  Dallas 
on  Jan.  15. 


Depinet  Says  No  Biz 
Recession  Coming 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
business  recession.  I  do  not  agree 
with  such  prophesies.  Luckily,  busi- 
ness doesn't  operate  automatically. 
Human  effort  plays  the  major  role. 
It  wasn't  just  the  generally  good 
conditions  that  built  up  last  year's 
record.  Good  conditions  helped  just 
as  poor  conditions  would  hinder.  But 
good  or  bad,  the  determining  factor 
rests  with  us. 

"It  is  truthfully  said  that  theater 
grosses  have  unlimited  ceilings,  so 
with  skillful  showmanship  we  will 
have  opportunities  for  repeated  new 
highs.  Furthermore,  we  haven't 
reached  the  saturation  point  in  dis- 
tribution and  many  new  customers 
will  be  added  and  countless  new 
theaters  are  already  under  construc- 
tion and  many  more  will  be  built 
with  the  easing  of  Governmental 
restrictions." 

Reviewing  RKO's  own  progress 
during  1946,  Depinet  declared  that 
"substantial  gains  can  be  made  in 
widening  our  foreign  markets,  par- 
ticularly in  those  countries  which 
were  closed  or  retarded  by  the  war." 

"The  16  mm.  versions  offer  en- 
tirely new  opportunities,"  said  the 
RKO  exec.  "We  have  barely 
scratched  the  surface  in  that  field. 
Vast  progress  is  certain  as  hundreds 
of  theaterless  towns  in  far  away 
places  are  opened  through  this  less 
expensive  method." 


Traube  Joins  Ferris, 
Heading  New  Division 

Leonard  Traube,  whose  resigna- 
tion as  editor-in-chief  of  the  Bill- 
board became  effective  Jan.  1,  joins 
the  Earle  Ferris  organization,  public 
relations  counsel,  as  vice-president 
on  Jan.  13.  He  will  head  up  a  spe- 
cial creative  division  of  the  Ferris 
organization.  Traube  joined  Bill- 
board in  1931  as  an  associate  editor 
after  four  years  as  newspaperman, 
press  agent  and  artist  representa- 
tive. 


Prizes  for  Exhibs. 
In  "Dimes"  Drive 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
dation  for  Infantile  Paralysis.    D(  > 
tails  of  the  contest  and  list  of  prize 
will  be  included  in  broadside  for  e> 
hibitors,     now    being    prepared    b ' 
Charles    Reed    Jones,    the    division 
national  publicity  manager  A /I  y 

Jack   Alicoate,   publisher   oi    Th 
Film  Daily,  has  been  named  chai, 
man    of    the    committee    of    judge  . 
which    includes,    also    Abel    Gree 
Variety;    Jay   Emanuel,   the    Exhil  ■ 
itor;    Pete    S.    Harrison,    Harrison  t 
Reports;  "Chick"  Lewis,  Showmen  i 
Trade  Review;  Martin  Quigley,  Qui; 
ley  Publications;   Ben   Shlyen,  Bo. 
office;    Herman   Schleier,   The    Ind  j 
pendent,    and    Mo    Wax,    The    Fil 
Bulletin. 

Among  the  prizes   are  a  Higgii  . 
Camp  Trailer,  an  RCA  Victor  Tel 
vision    set,    a   Victor   Animatograj  - 
16  mm.  sound  projector,  and  Ea< 
man  Kodak  16  mm.  motion  pictu  . 
camera,  two  Apex  vacuum  cleanei  \ 
two  Apex  washing  machines,  a  s 
of   Lionel   trains,    a   cocktail   jack  j 
from  Budd,  a  Mercury  II  camera. 
Mark   Cross   game   kit,    donated   1  \ 
Bill  German  of  J.  E.  Brulatour  G  j 
and  dozens  of  other  items. 

Prize  rules  have  been  worked  o 
so   that  all  theaters,   regardless 
size,  have  the  same  opportunity 
win.     One    series    of    prizes   will 
for   the    theaters   that   produce   pj 
most  dimes  per  seat;  and  a  secoi 
series  of  prizes  will  be  for  the  th 
aters    that    show    the   largest   pe 
centage  of  increase  over  last  yea] 
collections. 


E.  C.  Shields  Dead  at  75; 
Butterfield  Theater  v-p. 


Detroit — Edmund  C.  Shields,  vie 
president  and  general  counsel 
Butterfield  Theaters  for  many  yea: 
is  to  be  buried  today  at  Lansing.  1 
died  at  Ann  Arbor  from  a  heart  a 
ment. 

He  was  nationally  known  as  j 
litical  leader,  becoming  Democra 
state  chairman  in  1909  and  was  11 
tional  committeeman  until  recent 
He  was  frequently  spokesman  1 
theaters  and  industry  in  inner  c 
cles.     He  is  survived  by  his  wido 


SAG  Members  May  Acce] 
March  oi  Time  Bookings 

With  the  signing  of  a  standa 
basic  agreement,  the  March  of  Til 
has  been  removed  from  the  unf; 
list  of  the  local  unit  of  the  Sere 
Actors  Guild.  The  occasional  use 
players  in  dramatic  re-enactmei 
resulted  in  the  demand  by  the  Si 
for  a  contract  covering  its  membf 
here  who  appeared  in  various  Ml 
productions.  The  ne%  agreement 
similar  to  that  signed  by  all  fi 
companies  here,  and  on  the  Coa 
that  produce  shorts  and  commerc 
films. 
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ipea!  on  Dismissal 
Scophony  Ltd. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
. 's  dismissal  order  on  the  follow- 

grounds:  1)  the  Court  erred  in 
ding  Section  12  of  the  Clayton 
:  applies  to  alien  corporations;  2) 

Court  erred  in  holding  that  Sec- 
i  l°<has  the  same  meaning  when 
.«Z_to  an  alien  corporation  as 
,n  applied  to  a  non-resident  do- 
stic  corporation;  3)  the  Court 
ed  in  holding  that  Scophony,  Ltd. 
s  not  transacting  business  in 
ithern  district  of  New  York 
ough  Scophony  Corporation  of 
lerica  as  its  agent,  as  it  would 
rig  Scophony,  Ltd.  in  this  district 

the  purposes  of  the  suit  against 
and  service  of  process  upon  it;  4) 

Court  erred  in  holding  that  Sco- 
>ny,  Ltd.  was  not  transacting  busi- 
s  in  New  York  through  Arthur 
/ey  and  other  individuals;  5)  the 
art  erred  in  entering  a  final  judg- 
:nt  last  November  dismissing  the 
nplaint  against  Scophony,  Ltd. 
1  in  quashing  service  of  process. 
)  of  J  asks  that  the  final  decree 
reversed  to  the  extent  that  it  is 
onsistent  with  the  error  herein 
igned  by  the  Government, 
government's  appeal  from  Judge 
-lger's  order  dismissing  Ltd.  as 
defendant  presents  the  question 
ether  Section  12  of  the  Clayton 
t  applies  to  an  alien  corporation, 
is  question,  the  Government 
ims,  has  not  heretofore  been  be- 
e  this  Court  and  is  substantial. 

Defer  Cross  Claims  Motion 
Meanwhile,  Ltd.'s  motion  to  dis- 
ss the  SCA  and  Art  Levey  cross- 
ims  was  adjourned  yesterday  for 
i  week.  American  corporation 
ks  triple  damages  totaling  $1,- 
).000;  Levey,  who  is  prexy  of  SCA, 
nts  single  damages  of  $270,000. 
Despite  the  fact  that  he  was  one 
the  defendants  when  the  D  of  J 
d  anti-trust  proceedings  on  Dec. 
1945,  Levey  declared  Govern- 
nt's  action  was  "entirely  laudable 
i  should  have  the  sympathy  of 
;ryone  who  really  wishes  the  good 
the  television  art." 
jovernment  charges  that  anti- 
st  laws  were  violated  in  the  sale 
i  manufacture  of  Scophony  tele- 
ion  equipment,  claiming  that 
ramount-owned  General  Precision 
uipment    and    Television    Produc- 


Little  Headline*: 


new  posts 


i    MURPHY,   salesman,   Republic,  Minneapolis. 
A  EINGARDEN,   Michigan   rep.   Filmack  Trail- 

,   ers" 

ORGE  W.  HINTON,  salesman,  Warners,  Kan- 
'  sas  City. 

MY    CRABOWY,    office    manager.    Universal; 
'  San   Francisco. 
sERT    MAYER,     office     manager,     Universal, 

Indianapolis. 
:K  BUNSON,  assistant  booker.   Universal,  In- 
dianapolis. 
iNLEY    REDMOND,    manager.    Strand,    South- 
bridge,    Mass. 
HRY  GREENWALD,  Film  Classics  bookkeeper, 
New  York,   N.  Y. 


ANN  TODD  will  be  starred  with  Ray  Milland  in  "For  Her  to  See,"  a  Paramount 
production  to  be  produced  by  Hal  B.  Wallis  in  England  starting  in  May  or  June.  Miss 
Todd  is  under  contract  to  J.  Arthur  Rank  and  is  in  Hollywood  co-starring  in  Selznick's 
"The  Paradine  Case." 

• 

THE  DES  MOINES  Register  and  Tribune  newspapers  have  increased  their  advertising 
rates  by  five-cents  a   line. 

.  • 

ENTERPRISE  has  set  Joseph  Pavney,  Broadway  actor  and  director,  for  the  key  role 
of  Shorty  Polaski  and  Virginia  Gregg  of  radio  for  the  part  of  Irma  Shaw  in  "Body  and 
Soul,"  formerly  known  as  "Burning  Journey,"  John  Garfield's  first  indie  starrer. 

• 

PETE  SMITH,  M-G-M  short  subject  producer,  and  Max  Weinberg,  of  M-G-M's  home 
office  short  subject  department,  and  two  companions  who  were  fishing  from  a  rubber 
raft  off  Malibu  Beach,  where  Smith  has  a  home,  were  marooned  for  two  and  a  half 
hours  before  being  rescued  by  a  lifeguard.  A  fishing  hook  tore  the  side  of  the  raft 
and  a  strong  wind   prevented  them  from  rowing  to  shore. 


U.  S.  Interests  Assail 
French  Dubbing  Edict 


Paris  (Via  Cable) — American  film 
interests  here  are  insisting  that  the 
systematic  application  of  the  new 
dubbing  measure  will  disrupt  the 
entire  industry  in  France. 

Government  officials  have  taken 
the  stand  that  the  circular  which 
requires  visas  from  three  ministries 
before  a  film  can  be  dubbed  does 
not  conflict  with  the  Byrnes-Blum 
accord.  They  point  out  that  it  does 
not  in  any  way  affect  the  quota  of 
American  films  which  can  be  shown 
here. 

In  certain  quarters  it  was  held  the 
dubbing  regulations  were  promul- 
gated to  curb  the  heavy  drain  on 
dollar  exchange.  French  official? 
contend  that  leeral  tests  gives  thp 
Government  the  right  to  prevent  the 
market  from  being  flooded  by  un- 
timelv  productions,  and  this  righ4 
would  not  be  used  to  obstruct  thp 
dubbin?  of  new  films  of  primary 
importance. 


Bayley  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
1:30  this  afternoon  at  the  Lit+1" 
Church  Around  the  Corner  for  Wil- 
Isrrl  Joseph  Bayley,  trouper,  wh^ 
died  in  his  78th  year.  While  on  tour 
in  the  West  and  South,  Bayley  often 
preached  in  local  churches  on  Sun- 
dav.  having  studied  for  the  ministry 
before  going  on  the  stage.  He  is 
survived  by  a  widow,  Billy  Bayley. 

tions,  Inc.,  which  own  50  per  cent 
interest  in  SCA,  had  suppressed  the 
progress  of  television  by  withhold- 
ing licenses  for  prospective  licensees. 
GPE,  according  to  Levey,  has  ex- 
clusive use  of  Scophony  patents  for 
theater  use;  Tele  Prod,  has  exclusive 
use  for  home  model  receivers.  "A" 
stockholders  in  SCA  want  to  utilize 
patents;  "B"  stockholders  (GPE  and 
Tele  Prod.),  he  says,  have  withheld 
permission. 

Sue  Brust  Leaving  Para. 

Sue  Brust,  an  assistant  to  Russell 
Holman,  Paramount's  Eastern  pro- 
duction head,  who  is  the  wife  of  Ber- 
tram F.  Brummer,  partner  in  the 
New  York  banking  firm  of  Salomon 
Bros,  and  Hutzler,  will  leave  the 
company  on  Friday  to  take  up  do- 
mestic life. 


RCA  Bows  Enlarged  "411" 
Eastern  Recording  Studio 

A  notable  advance  in  East  Coast 
sound  recording  facilities  for  the 
motion  picture  industry  was  made 
last  night  when  the  RCA  Film  Re- 
cording Department  opened  enlarged 
and  renovated  scoring  and  recording 
studios  at  411  Fifth  Ave. 

An  important  new  activity  to  be 
accommodated  in  the  added  studio 
space  is  the  dubbing  of  foreign  lan- 
guage narrative  and  lip-synchro- 
nized dialogue  on  film  originally  re- 
corded in  English,  for  distribution 
abroad.  The  "411"  studio  will  also 
handle  an  increased  schedule  of  Eng- 
lish language  narrative  recording, 
lound  effects  recording,  music  scor- 
ing, and  re-recording. 


Charge  Rails  Ban 
Movies  on  Trains 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Ban  on  showing  of 
motion  pictures  on  trains  by  several 
railroads  has  come  under  official 
scrutiny  of  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice in  an  anti-trust  suit,  it  was 
learned  yesterday. 

In  an  anti-trust  suit  filed  against 
47  Western  railroads  and  the  West- 
ern Association  of  Railroad  Execu- 
tives, the  Government  noted  the 
alleged  ban  on  pix  and  other  innova- 
tions by  the  railroads  unless  agree- 
ment was  reached  by  all  the  rail- 
roads involved. 

The  suit  is  now  awaiting  trial  in 
Nebraska. 

Because  of  this  and  "other  rea- 
sons," the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railway  has  withdrawn  from  mem- 
bership in  the  Association  of  Amer- 
ican Railroads,  it  is  understood. 

The  C  &  O  Monday  night  inaug- 
urated regular  motion  picture  service 
on  one  of  its  trains,  with  the  show- 
i n g  of  Universal  -  International's 
"Swell  Guy." 


Leavitt  Services  Held 

Poughkeepsie — Services  were  held 
here  for  Samuel  Leavitt,  83,  former 
film  salesman,  theatrical  manager 
and  press  agent.  Leavitt  died  over 
the  week-end  in  Hudson  State  Hos- 
pital. He  is  survived  by  two  brothers. 


HASH  -  HASH  -  HASH  ! 

AMPA  DOES  IT  AGAIN  —  ONLY  BETTER 

MEET  THE  MAN  WHO  CHANGED  THE  FACE  OF 
BROADWAY 

DOUGLAS   LEIGH 

His  Topic:  "SELLING  WITH  SPECTACULARS" 


THURSDAY 


JANUARY  9  12:30   P.M. 

TOWN  HALL  CLUB 

123   West  43   Street 


TOP  MEN  IN  THE  LEADING  THEATRE  CIRCUITS  WILL 
BE  SEATED  ON  THE  DAIS  WITH  HOLLYWOOD  STARS  TO 
LEND   GLAMOUR. 

Start  the  New  Year  Right.     Keep   In   the   Know   with   AMPA! 

Members  $2.00        Guests  $2.50 

For    reservation    call:    Harry    Blair,    COIumbus    5-6500 

*Noted  for  his  outstanding  displays  on  such  pictures  as  "Sergeant 
York"  "High,  Wide  and  Handsome"  and  "In  Old  Chicago,"  to  name 
only  a  few  and  whose  FLYING  SPECTACULAR  (Dirigible)  is  the 
Talk  of  all  New  York! 


'WSS? 


Wednesday,  January  8,  194} 


Telecaslers'  Code 
Urged  by  Poppele 

Continued  from  Page  1 1 
another  term  as  prexy,  recommended 
in  his  annual  report  to  members  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  formu- 
late such  a  guide  so  that  certain  es- 
tablished "standards  of  good  taste" 
could  be  promptly  adopted.  "If  we 
miss  our  opportunity  to  supply  good, 
clean  entertainment  and  information, 
we  shall  have  only  ourselves  to 
blame,"  he  said. 

The  TBA  head  pointed  out  that 
programming  was  the  major  unde- 
veloped feature  of  television  today, 
"not  because  there  aren't  many  hard 
working  producers  doing  their  level 
best  to  set  a  high  standard  of  quality 
of  entertainment,  but  because  there 
haven't  been  enough  stations  on  the 
air  as  yet  or  enough  circulation  to 
warrant  the  expenditures  which  con- 
stant top  quality  programs  require." 
78  Stations  by  1948 

Poppele  opined  in  his  report  that 
78  commercial  video  stations  are 
likely  to  be  operating  by  1948  and 
that  the  coming  year  would  see  tele- 
vision sets  reaching  the  consumer  in 
appreciably  large  numbers.  "The 
power  of  television  may,  therefore, 
be  expected  to  manifest  itself  within 
a  relatively  short  time,"  the  report 
added. 

In  addition  to  the  re-election  of 
Poppele,  TBA  voted  G.  E.  Markham 
into  the  post  of  vice-president,  Will 
Baltin  as  secretary  -  treasurer  and 
Paul  Raibourn  as  assistant  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Raibourn,  Paramount  vice-presi- 
dent, was  re-elected  a  director  and 
John  F.  Royal,  NBC  vice-president 
and  Frank  Schreiber,  (WGN-Chi- 
cago),  were  also  named  directors  to 
succeed  0.  B.  Hanson  and  E.  A. 
Hayes. 

DeForest  Sees  Films  Alone 
Solving  Tele  Programming 

Dr.  Lee  deForest,  at  a  luncheon 
session  yesterday  which  highlighted 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Television 
Broadcasters  Association,  told  his 
audience  that  "the  ever-reliable, 
time-honored  film-in-the-can  carrier 
system"  is  the  only  method  whereby 
high  'quality  entertainment  can  be 
made  available  for  an  eight-hour-a- 
day  nationwide  television  linkage. 

DeForest  was  the  guest  of  honor 
at  the  luncheon  and  TBA  presented 


UJEDDinO  BELLS 


Prehn-Van  Fleet 
Minneapolis — "Pat"  Prehn,   recep- 
tionist   at    Universal,    Minneapolis, 
will    be    married    to    Cornelius    Van 
Fleet  on  Jan.  11. 


Johnson-Poziembo 
Minneapolis   —    Loretta    Johnson, 
bookkeeper  at  National  Screen  Serv- 
ice, Minneapolis,  will  be  married  to 
Joe  Poziembo  on  Jan.  16. 


"ALE'S  WELL  THAT  ENDS  WELL" 

As  Canadians  Swap  Two  Cases  a  Month  for  H.  L.  Mencken's 
Bathtub  History  Hoax 


Everybody's  making  a  deal  these 
days. 

Generally  there's  an  exchange  of 
the  green  stuff. 

Now  if  you  have  an  old  literary 
property  kicking  around  in  the 
archives  you  can  trade  it  for  the 
end  product  of  malt  and  hops.  The 
barter  system  being  as  old,  ancient 
and  hoary  as  the  materia  literaria 
involved,  you  can  get  two  cases  of 
Canadian  ale,  a  month,  until  the 
end  of  your  days.  That  is,  of  course, 
if  you  have  a  study — burlesque  vari- 
ety— of  the  bathtub. 

From  his  howdah  on  Hollins  St. 
in  Baltimore,  H.  L.  Mencken  has  con- 
cluded a  deal  with  an  Ontario  suds 
fabricator.  He  gets  the  beer,  they 
get  the  yarn  to  be  filmed  by  Cinema 
(Canada)  Pictures,  Ltd.,  of  Ontario. 

It  is   an  iron  clad  contract.   Spe- 
cifically   Mencken's    problem    is    one , 
of  disposal.  A  clause  states:  "Bottles' 
and    containers    or   other   cartons   in 


which  such  ale  is  shipped  shall  not 
be  returnable  and  the  author  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  any  refund  there- 
on." 

Says  H.  L.  M.:  If  either  side  was 
unsatisfied  with  the  way  the  other 
was  fulfilling  the  contract  arbitra- 
tors would  be  called  in  to  mull  the 
problem  while  drinking  the  beer. 

"As  author,  I've  selected  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland  or,  as  a  substi- 
tute, in  event  his  excellency  is  in- 
ebriated or  otherwise  incapacitated, 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States.  They've  specified  some  Cana- 
dian bigwig." 

Who'll  distribute  the  pic?  From 
Toi'onto,  Bryant  Fryer,  Cinema's 
general  manager,  advises  The  Film 
Daily:  "The  company  will  be  an- 
nouncing from  time  to  time  the  usual 
protracted  and  optimistic  negotia- 
tions concerning  distribution,  most 
of  which,  as  is  customary,  will  be 
grossly  exaggerated." 


Brooklyn  Elks  Temple 
To  Be  Federal  Studios 


Re-conversion  of  the  former  home 
of  the  Brooklyn  Elks  into  a  three- 
stage  studio  was  announced  over  the 
week-end  by  Jack  Goldberg,  presi- 
dent of  Herald  Pictures.  Five  story 
building  at  144  S.  Oxford  St.,  Brook- 
lyn, was  acquired  by  Federal  Stu- 
dios, subsidiary  of  Herald   Pictures. 

Entire  top  floor  will  be  equipped 
for  television.  Building  will  be  fire- 
proofed  and  equipped  with  film 
vaults,  cutting  rooms,  commissary 
and  office  space.  Also  included  in 
the  plans  are  a  preview  theater  and 
a  rear-projection  screen  for  process 
shots. 

Re-converted  building  should  be 
ready  for  occupancy  by  the  end  of 
June.  John  Gluskin,  attorney,  as- 
sisted in  the  deal. 


him  with  an  inscribed  scroll  com- 
memorating the  40th  anniversary  of 
his  invention  of  the  "audion." 

In  response  the  inventor  expressed 
his  opinion  that  1947  would  see  tele 
emerging  "from  around  that  fabled 
corner"  to  make  significant  strides 
forward.  He  predicted  that  mono- 
chrome pictures  would  dominate  the 
art  for  the  next  several  years  until 
color  could  be  properly  standardized. 


Rosenberg  Not  Retiring 
From  Theater  Operation 


Pittsburgh — A  published  report  to 
the  effect  that  ill  health  was  leading 
M.  A.  Rosenberg  to  retire  from  ac- 
tive operation  of  his  theaters  is  in- 
correct. Nathan  M.  Katz,  counsel 
for  the  former  prexy  of  National 
Allied  and  its  Western  Pa.  affiliate, 
terms  the  report  "based  on  an  un- 
founded rumor." 


Solon  Action  May  Hold 
Excise  Taxes  Another  Year 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
tax    structure   for   at   least   another 
year. 

Knutson,    who   was    not    available  I 
for  comment  himself,  told   industry 
representatives  who  sought  him  out  i 
that  he  has  come  around  to  the  ad-  j 
ministration's    way    of   thinking    on 
taxes.     He  will  offer  a  bill,  he  said, 
providing    for    the    continuation    of 
the  present  levies  on  admissions  and  - 
the  present  high  rates  on  other  ex- 
cises  for  another  fiscal  year — bring- 
ing them  through  June,  1948. 

From  another  reliable  source  it 
was  learned  that  Knutson  is  also  \ 
preparing  to  abandon  his  own  plans, 
for  sizable  cuts  in  individual  income 
taxes.  Other  GOP  leaders,  faced 
with  a  huge  national  debt  and  large 
current  Federal  budget,  have  been 
extremely  embarrassed  by  Knutson's 
repeated  pledges  of  large  tax  cuts. 

Although  the  Minnesotan  added 
that  he  hopes  sometime  within  the 
next  month  to  see  legislation  "to 
end  all  the  excise  taxes,"  insiders 
here  do  not  place  too  much  stock  in 
this   statement. 

In  the  meantime,  Representative 
Donald  L.  O'Toole,  New  York  Demo- 
crat, pledged  to  push  his  fight  for 
an  immediate  reduction  in  the  ad- 
missions and  other  excise  taxes. 
O'Toole  would  have  the  new  rates 
effectuated  just  as  soon  as  humanly 
possible. 

He  surmised  also  that  if  Congress 
should  decide  to  do  what  some  Re- 
publicans have  suggested — let  some 
of  the  excise  levies  revert  to  the 
lower  rates  in  July  but  keep  others 
at  their  present  level — there  is  a 
strong  possibility  that  the  admis- 
sions levy  is  one  which  would  be 
kept  at  its  present  figure.  He  added 
that  he  will  fight  against  any  such 
proposal. 


$469,170  Jointly  to 
Abbolt-Cosfello 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAlL 

Washington — Bud  Abbott  and  Lo 
Costello,  long  at  the  top  in  talen 
earnings,  again  lead  a  short  list  I 
those  in  the  industry  earning  ove 
$75,000  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  i 
1945.  The  Treasury  today  announce 
figures  for  a  small  group  of  iMnsti- 
biggies  whose  incomes  wera  m  % 
vealed  in  a  major  list  severaP'^  '  ui 
ago. 

Abbott  and  Costello  reported 
joint  "take"  from  Universal  of  $469 
170.60.  Next — and  exceeding  the  ii 
dividual  incomes  of  the  comic  duo- 
was  Deanna  Durbin,  with  $310,728' 
93.  Third  on  the  Universal  list  wj 
producer  Walter  Wanger,  with  $301 
127.82.  Total  of  $234,624.04  was  r. 
ported  for  J.  Cheever  Cowdin  ar 
Nate  Blumberg. 

Harry  Cohn  and  Irene  Duni 
topped  the  Columbia  list,  with  $278E 
900  and  $245,000  respectivel; 
Charles  Boyer  reported  $160,000,  ar- 
Jack  Cohn  $140,650.  Others  on  tl 
list  include  Sam  Bischoff  $75,25 
Irving  Briskin  $79,291.67,  Charli 
Coburn  $88,333.33,  Al  Hall  $124,291 
67,  Rita  Hayworth  $110,708.33,  Za 
tan  Korda  $77,500,  Abraham  Mont; 
gue  $78,000,  Paul  Muni  $127,083.3 
Rosalind  Russell  $100,000,  Abraha 
Schneider  $88,400,  Virginia  Van  Uj 
$118,833.33  and  Charles  Vidor  $lu; 
500. 

Income  of  $139,537.45  from  U, 
was  reported  for  Gradwell  Seai 
$92,750  from  Universal  Film  E 
changes  for  William  Scully  and  $71 
850  from  Universal  International  f  \ 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman. 

Others  on  the  Universal  list  i 
elude  Brian  Donlevy  $93,750,  Fel 
Jackson  $114,875,  Charles  Laughtc 
$116,666.65,  Jack  Oakie  $150,00 
Merle  Dberon  $170,000,  Charles 
Prutzman  $134,192.72,  George  San 
ers  $82,666.66,  Franchot  Tone  $151 
000,  and  Clifford  Work  $163,342.72. 


Sinclair  Lewis  to  Pen 
Rainbow's  Next  Picture 

(Continued  irom  Pag<3  1  I 
his  next   picture   "Adam   and   Evi 
comedy    drama.      McCarey    sever 
days    ago    telephoned    Lewis    at   1 
home  in  Boston  and  outlined  his  id; 
revolving  around  two  principal  ch*i 
acters.      Lewis    volunteered    to    1 
come    associated    with    McCarey 
preparation     of     story    for    screii 
Paradoxically,  there  will  be  no  otrj 
human      characters      in      McCare; 
forthcoming    picture — just    the    t 
principals  with  animals. 


KflimE  TOUCH 


ETHEL  CROOG,   from  Warners'    contract  dep< 

ment,    to    the   J.    Arthur   Rank    Organizal 

in  a   similar  capacity. 
MARTHA  DIETCH,  bookers'  secretary  at  M-G  ! 

Minneapolis. 
CAROLYN    AMOS,   cashiers   assistant,   20th- 

Indianapolis. 


M.    P.    Production  Dist. 
28  W.    44th   St.    31st   floor 
New  York      II.    Y. 
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fruman  Asks  Salons  Back  Trade  Program,  ITO 


Reeling  'Hound 
WASHINGTON 


w=    By  ANDBEW  H.  OLDER    = 

WASHINGTON 
LEVISION    and    newsreel    men    garnered 
some   gray    ha.'rs  as   the   House   cpened 
sion.  Always  ultra-careful   for  fear  some 
sty   member   might  start  a   move   to  bar 
in   from   the   chamber,   they   were   petri- 
1  when  a  heavy  telescopic  lens  from   an 
t    television    camera    toppled    over    the 
ey  railing  and   clattered   to  the  floor  of 
H.use.    Although    members    and    their 
(lies    were    standing    all    over    the    floor 
-;the   chamber,   no   one — fortunately — was 
'     If  anyone   had    been,    the   injury   might 
e   been    serious   —   and    it    might    have 
ant    that    both    the    reels    and    the    tele 
teras    would    face    a    strict    ban    or    at 
;t    additional    curbs.  ..  .When    President 
man  came  up  for  his  State-of-the-Union 
ssage  by  the  way,  Twentieth-Fox  picked 
two  new  members  for  its  camera  crew 
They    were    Elmer    Rhoden,    Fox    Mid- 
,;t   prexy,    and    "Rick"    Ricketson,    prexy 
Fox    Inter-mountain.  ...  Elmer    held    the 
.  pt,  cued  the   cameraman  ...Charles 
uras,    National   Theaters    president,    had 
ront  row  seat  as  guest  of  Senator  Mag- 
on  of  Washington  State. 

HE   admissions   tax    picture    insofar   as   a 

|  cut   gees,    is   now   more   uncertain   than 

Ir.    With    the   Administration    calling    for 

ension  of  the  wartime  rates  for  another 

r  after  July  1,  some  Democrats  and  Re- 

■licans  still  favor  cutting  the  rates  back 

mediately     without     even     waiting     until 

if   1.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  strong 

eon  to  believe  that  the   President's  pro- 

al    will    have    considerable    support    from 

ie    Republican    leaders.  ..  .Already   Sena- 

j  Taft.  who  will  set  policy  for  the  Finance 

nmittee,    has    declared    himself    against 

cut  in  the  liquor   tax  and   for  "careful 

mination"    of    the    other    excise    levies. 

jimer   Chairman    Doughton    of   the    H  use 

iiys  and  Means  Committee  feels  likewise, 

he    will    swing    important    Democratic 

,2s  on  that  Committee. 

ND  Chairman  Harold  Knutson,  of  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  is 
erstood  ready  to  propose  extension  of 
existing  tax  structure  for  another  year, 
s  is  important  because,  if  the  Presi- 
t's  proposal  is  to  be  blocked,  it  will 
e  to  be  blocked  in  the  House  —  its 
nee  of  passing  the  Senate  is  exceedingly 
d. 


Calls  for  Strict  En- 
forcement of  Anti-Trust 
Laws;  Repeats  Tax  Stand 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  President  Truman 
yesterday  asked  Congress  to  support 
a  strong  reciprocal  trade  program 
and  join  with  other  countries  in  the 
formation  of  an  International  Trade 
Organization.  Both  objectives  have 
the  all-out  approval  of  MPAA. 

In  addition,  the  chief  executive 
reiterated  his  stand  against  tax  cuts 
at  this  time  and  called  for  strict 
enforcement  of  anti-trust  laws. 

In  his  first  economic  report  to 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Retain  Arbitration, 
vYehrenberg  Urges 


St.  Louis  —  Failure  of  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court  to  impose 
arbitration  within  the  industry  as 
part  of  its  decree  in  the  Govern- 
ment's equity  suit  is  to  be  regretted, 
Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA  prexy, 
declared  here  yesterday. 

"However,  I  believe  that  the  way 
is  still  wide  open  for  the  industry 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Appoint  Wheeler  Sales 
Head  for  Film  Classics 


GOV'T  AID  FOR 
FRENCH  TRADE 

Monnet  Four  Year  Plan 
Blueprints  Assistance 


Paris  (By  Cable)— The  Govern- 
ment Planning  Council  has  unani- 
mously adopted  the  Jean  Monnet 
Four  Year  Plan  for  modernization 
and  equipment.  The  Monnet  project 
is  termed  by  Premier  Leon  Blum  to 
be  "not  only  an  integral  part,  but 
probably  the  essential  feature"  of 
the  French  recovery  program.  Sec- 
retary of  the  Confederation  of  La- 
bor Jean  Leon  Jouhaux,  has  pledged 
French  workers  to  accept  a  48-hour 
week  with  40  hours  as  the  basic 
measure  for  pay.  Certain  adjust- 
ments of  the  plan  are  expected. 

Another  important  segment  of  the 
recovery  plan  is  monetary  stability. 
Felix  Gouin,  former  Provisional 
President,  pointed  out  the  impor- 
tance of  restoration  of  confidence  in 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Commerce  Dept.  Estimate 
On  "Put  in  Place"  Basis; 
Forecast  Real  Boom  in  '48 


Sam  Wheeler,  Film  Classics'  fran- 
chise holder  in  Washington,  has  been 
appointed  FC's  sales  manager  with 
headquarters  at  the  New  York  office, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


No  Relief  for  Exhibs. 
In  Bidding— Williams 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Holly  wocd — Declaring  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  New  York  equity  case 
did  not  "alleviate  or  change  the 
hardships  which  competitive  bidding 
will  bring  to  exhibitors,"  Paul  Wil- 
liams, general  counsel  of  Southern 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Unique  Argentine  Distrib.  Deal 

400  Theaters  Lined  Up  as  Empa's  Partners 


SRO  Leases  Office  Space 
For  Minneapolis  Staff 


Minneapolis  —  Space  has  been 
leased  in  the  Pence  Building  for  a 
branch  for  the  Selznick  Releasing 
Organization  and  the  office  is  sched- 
uled to  start  operations  Feb.  1.  The 
office  will  be  mainly  for  a  sales  staff, 
with  distribution  believed  to  be  made 
(Continued  on  Page  2> 


Something  that  looks  like  a  new 
wrinkle  in  Latin  American  exhibi- 
tion was  revealed  to  The  Film  Daily 
last  night  by  Federico  W.  Lowe, 
exec,  veepee  of  Emelco.  Four  hun- 
dred Argentinan  movie  houses  have 
entered  into  partnership  arrange- 
ment with  Empa,  releasing  subsid- 
iary of  Emelco,  for  the  exhibition 
of  all  Empa  releases  at  much  higher 
rental  than  for  standard  deal.  Scale, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Department  of  Com- 
merce experts  predicted  yesterday 
that  new  theaters  costing  more  than 
$100,000,000  will  be  started  during 
1947. 

Actually,  spokesmen  said,  the  fig- 
ure may  be  higher  than  this,  since 
the  cost  is  estimated  on  a  "put  in 
place"  basis.  In  other  words,  if  only 
$5,000  worth  of  a  projected  $400,000 
theater  were  "in  place"  at  the  year's 
end,  the  smaller  figure  would  be 
counted. 

Government  construction  experts 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Decree  Clarifying 
Requests  Shape  Up 


Top  industry  legal  counsel  con- 
tinued their  discussions  of  the  N.  Y. 
Statutory  Court's  equity  suit  decree 
yesterday  and  indications  last  night 
were  that  the  defendants  would  ask 
the  Court  tomorrow  for  clarification 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Minn.  Exhibitor  Fined 
For  Assaulting  Checker 


Red   Wing,  Minn.  —  Jerry   Silvers, 

owner    of    the    Cannon    at    Cannon 

Falls,   was   fined   $25   and   $43  costs 

on  charges  of  assaulting  a  checker. 

(Continued  on   Page  7) 


Century  Circuit  Air 
Show  Set  On  IViVElV 

New  half-hour  air  show  entitled, 
"Show  Business,"  presenting  in  musi- 
cal and  dramatic  form  highlights  in 
the  careers  of  stars,  debuts  on 
New  York's  WNEW  Jan.  26.  First  of 
the  series  will  feature  the  "Life 
and  Times  cf  Danny  Kaye."  Spon- 
sored by  the  Century  Circuit,  Inc., 
the  program  has  already  scheduled 
shows  on  Al  Jolson,  Jack  Benny  and 
Frank  Sinatra  for  the  future.  Cen- 
tury will  be  the  first  New  York  met. 
circuit  to  have  its  own  air  show. 
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SHO  Leases  Office  Space 
for  Minneapolis  Staff 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
from     another     central     point.      No 
branch  manager  has  been  named  as 
yet. 


NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 

High     Low  Close       Chg. 

Bell  &  Howell 23         23  23       —     V4 

Columbia    Picts 21         20'/2  205g  —     % 

East.   Kodak    225       225       225         

Gen.   Prec.    Eq 23y4     23'/2  23V2  —     V4 

Loew's,    Inc 25%     25  Vs  2514  —     y4 

Paramount     29%     28%  293/8  —     % 

RKO      ....14%     141/2  14%—     V4 

Republic  Pict 7%       6%       7         

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    14V4     14  14       —     l/4 

20th  Century-Fox    . . .    35%     34'/2  35V4  —     % 

Universal    Pict 25%     25%  25%  —     % 

Warner  Bros 16%     16  16%  —     % 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 4%       4%       4%  —     % 

RKO        4%       4%       4%  —     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3%      

Technicolor      16%      16  16%   -f-     % 

Trans-Lux       4%       4%       4%      

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor     4  2/3      % 

Pathe      7  8 


SOPEG  Signs  Pact  With 
Mono.;  Vet  Talks  Soon 


Warners  Releasing  2  in  Feb. 

Warners  will  release  two  new  films 
in  February.  "The  Beast  With  Five 
Fingers"  will  be  released  Feb.  8  fol- 
lowed by  "Nora  Prentiss,"  Feb.  22. 


Peter  Friedhof,  in  charge  of  Mono- 
gram Exchange  operations,  and  Otto 
ranger,  Screen  Office  and  Profes- 
sional Employes  Guild  representa- 
tive, have  signed  a  contract  covering 
front  office  employes.  The  pact  is 
for  one  year  and  retroactive  to  Dec. 
$0,  1946.  It  calls  for  salary  increases 
of  from  six  to  eight  dollars  in  vari- 
ous categories. 

The  Veteran's  Committee  of 
SOPEG  in  a  letter  sent  yesterday 
has  requested  the  film  companies 
with  wnom  it  has  contracts  to  meet 
with  union  representatives  for  dis- 
cussion of  problems  relating  to  the 
returned  serviceman  under  terms  of 
contracts  signed  last  year.  The  meet- 
ings will  consider  on-the-job  train- 
ing, adjustment  of  inequities  result- 
ing from  duty  in  the  armed  forces 
and  retroactive  payment  of  bonuses 
to  employes  while  in  service. 

Over  100  reps,  of  the  United  Office 
and  Professional  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica will  meet  at  an  extraordinary 
policy  conference,  Jan.  11-12,  at  the 
Empire  Hotel,  to  formulate  a  pro- 
gram to  raise  salaries  and  protect 
office  workers  against  continued  rise 
in  prices  and  a  changing  economy. 


Bombay  Rejects  School 
Tax  Plan;  Others  Loom 


Bombay  (Via  Air  Mail) — Defeat 
of  a  proposal  to  build  and  equip  a 
new  physical  training  institute  is 
expected  here.  The  funds  for  the 
establishment  would  stem  from  the 
imposition  of  a  entertainment  tax 
ranging  from  20  per  cent  in  its  first 
year  to  50  per  cent  in  the  fifth  year. 

However,  it  is  indicated  that  there 
are  movements  afoot  elsewhere  to 
raise  the  entertainment  tax  and  the 
actual  increases  will  become  known 
in  March  when  the  provincial  budg- 
ets are  submitted  to  respective  legis- 
latures. 


Doug.  Leigh  to  Speak 
At  Ampa's  Luncheon 


Douglas  Leigh,  often  termed  "the 
man  who  changed  the  face  of  Broad- 
way," will  speak  at  today's  first 
Ampa  luncheon-meeting  of  the  year 
at  the  Town  Hall  Club  at  12:30. 

Cary  Grant,  Lawrence  Tierney  and 
Marion  Carr  will  comprise  the  Hol- 
lywood guest  contingent  and  also 
seated  on  the  dais  will  be  Sol 
Schwartz,  Harry  Goldberg,  Monty 
Salmon,  Ray  Connor,  Irving  Mack, 
Phil  Williams,  Arnold  Stoltz  and 
Max  Stein.  Rutgers  Nielson,  Ampa 
prexy,  will  preside  and  Harry  Blair 
will  act  as  member-guest  emcee. 


Mono.  H.  O.  Contingent 
Oif  to  St.  Louis  Meet 


Local  Monogram  contingent  today 
heads  for  St.  Louis  to  attend  a  two- 
day  sales  convention  at  the  Hotei 
Coronado,  Saturday  and  Sunaay. 
Home  office  executives  include  Nor- 
ton V.  Ritcney,  vice-president  oi 
Monogram-International;  Ed  Morey, 
vice-president;  Morey  Goldstein, 
general  sales  manager;  Arthur 
vireenblatt,  Eastern  saies  manager; 
-Vat  Fursc,  Eastern  distinct  manager; 
oid  Borus,  contract  manager. 

Steve  Broidy,  presiuent  will  go  to 
St.  Louis  from  nonywood.  He  will 
oe  accompanied  by  Juou  Lifton,  na- 
tional advertising  and  publicity  di- 
rector. Broidy  will  come  to  .New  iov& 
following  tne  sessions.  The  group 
is  expected  back  next  Tuesday. 


20th-Fox  Art  Attracts 
Crowds  to  Met.  Museum 


Exhibit  of  original  paintings,  em- 
phasizing the  tneme  '  Art  In  Motion 
Picture  Advertising,"  now  on  dis- 
play in  the  American  Wing  of  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  is  at- 
tracting widespread  interest,  H.  V. 
jayne,  vice-director  of  the  museum, 
said  yesterday.  The  show  was  openea 
co  the  public  yesterday  af  cer  a  Tues- 
day preview,  and  will  be  on  view  in 
the  American  Wing  during  the  next 
two  weeks. 

The  exhibit  was  arranged  by  the 
museum  in  co-operation  with  Charles 
Schlarfer  of  20th-Fox.  It  is  the  first 
time  that  the  museum  authorities 
have  accorded  such  attention  to  com- 
mercial art  and  the  quality  of  the 
paintings,  it  was  pointed  out,  gives 
added  importance  and  stature  to  the 
form  and  style  of  present  day  mo- 
tion picture  advertising. 


Kaufman  to  Direct  First 
Pic  for  Nunnally  Johnson 


Zeep  Present  Tax  Level 
Dewey  Tells  Legislature 


Albany — In  his  annual  message  to 
the  State  Legislature  on  the  1947  tax 
program  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey 
recommended  that  emergency  meas- 
ures be  made  a  permanent  part  of 
the  state  tax  structure.  These  in- 
clude taxes  on  gross  receipts,  utili- 
ties, unincorporated  businesses, 
liquor,  cigaret,  inheritances  and  es- 
tates. 

Gov.  Dewey  stated  he  did  not  be- 
lieve taxes  should  be  increased.  He 
pointed  out  that  in  1940-41  the  state 
had  the  heaviest  tax  structure  in  its 
history.  In  that  year  he  pointed  out 
collections  aggregated  $500,000,000. 
Today  taxes  derive  $650,000,000 
from  the  state's  economy. 


Young  Acquires  Stock 
In  New  York  Central 


Robert  R.  Young,  rail  magnate 
and  the  power  behind  Pathe  Indus- 
tries, PRC  and  Eagle-Lion,  has  ac- 
quired 162,500  shares  of  New  York 
Central  stock  through  Alleghany 
Corp.,  Wall  St.  circles  heard  yester- 
day. 


George  S.  Kaufman  has  been 
signed  for  his  first  Hollywood  direc- 
torial chore  by  Nunnally  Johnson 
Prods,  and  will  direct  "The  Senator 
Was  Indiscreet."  Pic  will  be  a  U-I 
release.  Kaufman  is  working  on  the 
script  with  Charles  MacArtluHnsti* 


IV  Y.  THEATERS 


--RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL— 

Rockefeller  Center 

"TILL  THE  CLOUDS  ROLL  BY"  j 

With  13  BIC  STARS 

in   Technicolor     ■     An   M-G-M   Picture      i 

i 
SPECTACULAR  STACE  PRESENTATION 


mUVlSNEY'S 

SONG-SOOTH 


ONSCREEN 
HELD OVER! 

1st  N.Y.  Showing! 

'THE  RETURN  OF 
MONTE  CRISTO' 

LOUIS  KAYWARD 
BARBARA  BRITT0N 
K«i$i    A  Columbia  Picture 


IN  PERSON 

JIMMY 
PALMER 

&  ORCH. 

Extra! 

JEAN  CARROLL 


«ffi 


Betty  huHoi 

Sonny  Tufts  ^^dbews 


.&*&WrOOW \ 


'Best  film  this  year  from 

Hollywood!"— «.  v.  times 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continue**  A    CnP/^U     B*WAY  or 

Performances     £\.\J  A  Kjl\.      45*  ST 


*Vg        parry} F.  Zanuck  $ 

V-    t^.-*-    '        production-  of 

.  '  "*  20th  CenturynFox 


and  Cto<ea£~0£ia€-e/iet-,uef 


7th  Ave.  &  50th  Si-. 
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YOU'D  LIKE  TO  BE  IN  THESE  SHOES! 


Gregory  Peck,  Jane  Wyman,  Claude  Jarman,  Jr. 

Now  the  industry  knows  what  we  have  long 
predicted!  M-G-M's  Prize  Picture  is  shattering 
all  records  in  its  Road-show  World  Premiere  at 
the  Carthay  Circle,  Los  Angeles.  The  critics  are 
ecstatic!  For  instance.  Says  Louella  Parsons: 
"One  of  the  finest  screen  dramas  to  come  into 
our  lives,  one  of  Hollywood's  all-time  great!" 
And  the  L.  A.  Herald  Express  predicts  "Everyone 
connected  with  it  becomes  a  prime  contender 
for  Hollywood's  top  honors,  the  Academy 
Awards."  And  columnist  Dorothy  Kilgallen 
says:  "Our  own  Academy  Award — Best  Motion 
Picture  of  the  Year,  "The  Yearling'." 


Claudette  Colbert,  Walter  Pidgeon,  June  Allyson 

EXTRA!    BREAKS   ALL-TIME  CAPITOL   RECORD! 

Listen!  "The  Secret  Heart"  has  broken  the  27- 
year  Capitol,  N.  Y.  record  for  a  week's  business! 
The  Los  Angeles  opening  broke  all-time  rec- 
ords. And  in  its  first  30  engagements  it  takes  its 
place  with  M-G-M's  top  money-getters!  It's  a 
"heart"  of  gold! 


Mickey  Rooney,  Lewis  Stone 
Mickey's  back!  Get  ready  to  continue  the  Hardy 
Hit  Habit  with  the  newest  and  best  of  them  all! 

March  of  Dimes  —  Jan- 24*30 


Van  Johnson,  Judy  Garland,  Frank  Sinatra,  June  Allyson, 
Robert  Walker,  Kathryn  Grayson,  Van  Heflin,  Dinah 
Shore,  Lucille  Bremer,  Lena  Home,  Angela  Lansbury, 
Tony  Martin,  Virginia  O'Brien 

EXTRA!    BREAKS  MUSIC  HALL  RECORDS! 

Have  you  heard  the  news!  "Till  The  Clouds 
Roll  By"  in  its  first  4  weeks  at  Radio  City  Music 
Hall  has  not  only  set  an  all-time  record  for  that 
famed  house  but  has  rolled  up  the  biggest 
week's  gross  ever  reached  by  any  theatre  at  any 
time  anywhere  on  earth!  In  first  40  dates  it's 
one  of  the  Biggest  M-G-M  Grossers! 


Red  Skelton,  Marilyn  Maxwell 

"Show-off"  is  off  to  a  flying  start!  It's  showing 
off  to  fine  business  in  its  first  45  dates.  A  rol- 
licking audience  hit  for  your  folks! 


Robert  Montgomery,  Audrey  Totter,  Lloyd  Nolan 

The  most  unusual  offering  since  talkies  began. 
A  new  technique  to  tell  a  thrilling  mystery 
drama!  Collier's  calls  it  revolutionary!  Sensa- 
tional advance  publicity  everywhere!  Watch  the 
magazines! 
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Italian  Film  Industry 
To  Get  Gov't  Help 

Rome  (Via  Air  Mail) — Government 
assistance  in  the  resurgence  of  the 
Italian  film  industry  is  believed  to 
be  more  than  in  a  mere  talking 
stage,  it  is  revealed,  as  the  measures 
include  in  the  new  Film  Act  are 
brought  into  the  focus  of  open  dis- 
cussion. 

The  prime  factor  of  the  new  legis- 
lation is  for  the  encouragement  of 
native  production.  To  this  end  it  is 
planned  to  refund  to  producers  a 
fair  part  of  the  entertainment  tax. 
The  film  credit  fund  will  also  be  in- 
creased to  the  amount  of  300,000,000 
lira. 

Preventive  censorship  is  to  be 
abolished  and  a  quota  system  is 
planned  which  reserves  84  days  a  I 
year  for  the  exclusive  showing  of 
Italian  product. 

Already  there  is  an  indication  of 
response  to  the  projected  measures 
with  announcement  of  the  forma- 
tion of  several  major  film  companies 
and  a  rising  production  index. 

Pope  Calls  for  Curbs 
On  Press,  Film  License 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Answering  at- , 
tacks  by  anti-clerical  periodicals, 
Pope  Pius  XII  yesterday  stated  that 
unconditional  liberty  of  the  press 
and  films  could  not  be  permitted  if 
it  operated  to  undermine  religious 
and  moral  foundations  of  the  life 
of  the  people. 

Telling  his  audience  of  Roman  no- 
bility paying  him  their  annual  New 
Year  visit,  the  Pontiff  added  that 
granting  such  full  liberty  would  be 
legalizing  license. 

It  is  conjectured  the  Pontiff  in- 1 
eluded  mention  of  films  in  his  talk 
because  recent  government  action  in 
reviving  the  Italian  film  industry  in- 
cluded the  fact  that  censorship  would 
be  sharply  curtailed. 


CWcMQt&t 


N.  Y.  Board  of  Trade 
Officers  Installed 


Installation  of  officers  of  the  New  i 
York  Board  of  Trade  was  held  last ' 
night  at   the  home  of  Louis  Nizer, 
attorney  and  executive  secretary. 

New  officers  are:  Ray  Moon,  presi- 1 
dent;  Ralph  Pielow,  first  vice-presi- 
dent; Jack  Ellis,  second  vice-presi- 
dent; David  A.  Levy,  treasurer;  Rob- 
ert J.  Fannon,  secretary;  William 
Murphy,  sergeant-at-arms. 


SERB  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Jan.  9 


Grade    Fields 
Professor  Lamberri 

Anita   Louise 

Gordon    Hollingshead 

Louella   O.   Parsons 


Harry   M.    Goetz 

Vilma    Banky 

George  Batcheller,  Jr. 

Andrew  W.  Smith 

Hal    Roach 
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PHIL  M.  DALY 


▼  T  T 

Thursday's  Tidings 

•  •  •  LEO,  THE  LION,  who  for  months  past  has  been  driving 
home  the  thought  that  "This  is  the  Year  of  'The  Yearling',"  is  moving 
to  cinch  it  with  one  of  the  most  exciting  and  extraordinary  series  of 
magazine  ad  copy  in  industry  annals The  series,  in  which  dis- 
tinctive and  striking  art  is   wedded  to  ditto  text,  breaks   in  the  Feb.   22 

issue   of    Collier's Similar    splashes    ■will    follow    during    the    Month 

of  Presidents  and  in  March  in  no  less  than  12-top-flight  magazines 

The  outstanding  American  artists  who  have  found  in  "The  Yearling" 
inspiration  for  exceptional  color  and  black-and-white  illustrations  in- 
clude such  craftsmen  as  Walter  Klett,  Glenn  Rohe,  Dean  Cornwell, 
Clark  M.  Agnew,  Harold  von  Schmidt,  Dudley  Summers,  Robert  Fawcett, 
Frank  C.  Bensing,  Paul  L.   Rabut,   Arthur  Sarnoff,  Walter  Early,   among 

others "Name"  authors  who  supply  the  accompanying  impressions 

of  "The  Yearling"  include  Octavus  Roy  Cohen,  Cecile  Gilmore,  Mac- 
Kinlay  Kantor,  Sarah-Elizabeth  Rodger,  Ursula  Parrott,  Henry  Lieferant, 
Norman  Reilly  Raine,  John  Fante,  Newlin  B.  Wildes,  Viola  Paradise 
and  Virginia  Spies This  one  phase  of  Leo's  "The  Yearling"  cam- 
paign  by    itself   is   enough   to   lift    the   campaign    to    a   new   Metro   high 

And   remember   it    is   only    one    phase A    sweeping    doff    of 

Phil  M.'s  chapeau  in  the  directions  of  Howard  Dietz  and  Donahue  &  Co. 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Execs,  still  complimenting  Your  Favorite 
Industry  Newspaper  on  its  decree  scoop Just  FILM  DAILY  service! 

•  Incidentally,  the  demand  for  extra  copies  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  the 
past  week  set  an  all-time  record.  ...  •  You  can  make  no  mistake  by 
betting  on  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  as   an  Academy  nomination, 

and   a    winner At    least,    that's    the   talk   heard    here And    it 

could  easily  be,  too.  ...  •  Heard  in  a  home  office:  "The  greatest 
honor  to  be  bestowed  on  any  director  is  to  have  his  picture  picked  as 
one  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  'Ten  Best'  of  the  year.".  .  .  •  Rationing  of 
theater  ad.  space  in  Los  Angeles  papers  has  studio  exploitation  depts. 
operating  in  high  gear  for  tie-ups  in  other  sections.  ...  •  Maurice 
Bergman's  setting  elaborate  plans  to  mark  the  L03rd  birthday  on  March 
18  of  Rimsky-KoTsakoH  whose  tunes  are  heard  in  Universal's  "Song 
of  Scheherazade" Fifteen-minute  platter  goes  on  400  radio  stations. 

•  When  one  of  our  town's  movie  execs,  leaves  for  England,  Jan.  18. 
on  the  'Lizabeth,  his  Cairn  terrier,  Jimmy,  will  have  the  producer's  in- 
laws as  house-guests  for  six  weeks Canine-sitting  is  a  new  way  to 

relieve  the  housing  problem 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •      THIS  'N'  THAT:  Dickens  with  Esperanto,  says  Emil  Bourcart, 

prexy  of  Western  Hemisphere  Films "We  have  tried  to  invent   an 

international  language,  but  English  really  is  the  international  language," 
he    says Maybe    that's    why   he's    so    opposed    to    dubbing.    .    .    . 

•  Certain   guys  with   cloudy  rep  in  trade  circles  had  better  be  careful 

working  age-old  racket  as  a  pseudo-p.a Line  of  chatter  is  something 

like  this:  "Ordinarily,  it  costs  S150  to  get  a  news  item  in  the  press,  but 

this  contact  of  mine  is  an  old  friend,  and  he'll  do  it  for  $15" Sucker 

bites.    Goodby    dough No    story    besides.    .    .    .      •   Fed    up    with 

trying  to  find  an  outlet  for  Vog  Films  of  which  he  is  vee-pee  and  Ameri- 
can rep.,  industry  publicist  Noel  Meadow  is  wrangling  for  a  store  in  the 
Times  Square  sector If  deal  goes  through,  store  becomes  an  inti- 
mate foreign  house  seating  250.  ...  •  Dontcha  believe  it:  Adm.  Byrd 
does  not  have  the  exclusive  16  mm.  distribution  rights  in  Ant- 
arctica!   

T  T  ▼ 


COmiflC  and  Gome 


IAN   R.  WARREN,  director  of  London  &  Ov 
seas    Film   Services,    Ltd.,   sails   from    London 
the     S.S.     Queen     Elizabeth     Saturday     for     K 
York    and    will    stay    here    10    days    before    lee 
ing    for    Hollywood. 

PAUL  MacNAMARA,    national    director  of  o! 
vertising,    exploitation    and     publicity     for     t 
Selznick   Enterprises,   is  in   New  York  for.."?  fo 
night    series    of   conferences    with    NeiM1]?l  - 

SAM     DEMBOW,     president    of     Gola\»      F 
tures,   left  for  the  Coast  last  night. 

NED    SHUGRUE,    publicity  director   for    AT, 

leaves   by   plane,   for   Mexico  City,   tomorrow, 

assist  R.  J.  O'Donnell  in  the  Variety  Club  de 

cation.   He  expects  to  return  in    10  days. 


in    New  York  fr 


FRANK   CAPRA   will   arrive 
Hollywood    on    Monday. 

JOAN    CAULFIELD    has   returned   to    Hollywc 
from   New  York  by  plane. 

BING    CROSBY    left    Hollywood    yesterday     i 
a    four-day    stay    at    Pebble    Beach,    where 
will   compete   in   the   $10,000  national   pro-an 
teur   golf    championship    tomorrow    through   Si 
day. 

AL  ZIMBALIST,  Film  Classics'  ad  chief,  I 
returned  from  Washington  in  connection 
the  Eastern  re-release  of  "Thief  of  Bagdc 
which  opens  Jan.  16  at  the  Warner  Metrop. 
tan. 

JUNE    LOCKHART,     romantic     lead    i 
"It's   a    Joke,    Son,"   leaves    Manhattan    torn 
row  for  Texas  preeming   of  pic. 

IRENE  SELZNICK  is  back  in  New  York  f, 
a  West  Coast  visit. 

BEN     KALMENSON,    vice-president    and    g 
eral    sales    manager    of   Warners',    returned    > , 
terday  from  a  Western  trip  as  far  as  the  Coc 

SAM    LEFKOWITZ.    Eastern    district    mana^ 
for  Warners,    is   in    Buffalo   for  a   few   days, 
turning    to    New  York  at  the  end  of  the   wee 

A.    J.    O'KEEFE,    U-l    assistant    general 
manager,  leaves  today  for  the  Coast. 

ROSCOE  ATES  is  in  Minneapolis  for  a  w 
of  p.a.'s. 

MARION  CARR,  RKO  starlet,  has  arrived 
New  York  from  Hollywood,  and  is  a  guest 
The    Waldorf-Astoria. 

BILL  HASTINGS  is  in  town  from  the  F 
Hollywood  studios  for   home  office  conferenc 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG.  caDtain  of  the  ll 
Ned  Depinet  Drive,  will  arrive  in  Indianap: 
Tuesdav  for  meetings.  Gruenberg  accompai 
by  FRANK  DRUMM,  will  also  cover  the  Cl( 
land,  Pittsburgh,  Washington  and  Philadelf 
offices,  arriving   in   New  York  on   the  18th. 

BEATRICE  LILLIE,  IVOR  NOVELLO,  left  ( 
cago  for  Hollywood   last  night. 

ALLEN  USHER,  Paramount's  Chicago  disl 
manager,    in    Minneapolis    for    conferences. 

RICHARD  DE  ROCHEMONT,  March  of  7 
producer,  will  be  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  Sa 
day,  to  speak  at  a  meeting  of  the  Connect 
Valley  Branch  of  the  Foreign  Policy  Ass 
ation. 

JOHN  HUSTON,  Warners'  writer  -  direr 
leaves  Hollyood  tomorrow  for  Mexico  on  an 
tensive  location  scouting  trip  for  "Treasur 
the    Sierra   Madre." 


Giveaways  Returning j 
Trailer  Orders  Show 

Chicago — Add  signs  of  the  times 

The    mid  -  week    box   office    blue: 
buster  is  coming  back. 

With   once   hard-to-get    aluminurr 
ware,   pressure   cookers   and    kindre: 
items   coming   off   the    producfic 
lines    again,    the    nation's    exhibitor: 
are   switching  to  giveaways. 

This  is  the  result  of  an  analys 
of  special  reels  ordered  the  firs 
week  of  the  new  year  from  Filmacl 
Trailers  here  and  it  is  believed  a 
volume  increases  many  theaters  wil 
utilize   giveaways  in   regular   policy. 


L 
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0%  Amusement  Tax 
jroposed  for  Mass. 

.Boston — A  joint  committee  of  the 
assachusetts    Mayors'   and    Select- 
fen's    Association    has    prepared    a 
,2'islative  program  calling-  for  dras- 
~==*1  broad  revision  of  the  State's 
n^fial  structure  to  provide  for  the 
stribution  of  more  than  $70,000,000 
cities    and    towns    and    to    raise 
8,000,000    in    additional    revenue. 
lis    revenue    would    be    raised    by 
jgher    levies    on    incomes,    capital 
diis,  a  gasoline  increase  of  one  cent 
.■r  gallon  and  a  10  per  cent  amuse- 
ent  tax.    There  is  no  state  amuse- 
ent  tax  at  present. 
The   condition   of  the  finances   of 
e    State    is    also    critical.      At    a 
:  ess  conference,  Governor  Bradford 
needed    that   a   two    or  three    per 
nt  sales  tax  might  be  a  possibility 
ward  meeting  a  potential  $75,000,- 
i»0  deficit  confronting  the  State  and 
is    municipalities.      "I    don't    know 
ihether   the    sales    tax    is    the    an- 
"ver,"  he  said,  "but  the  situation  is 
operate.     I  don't  know  at  the  mo- 
ment what  the  answer  is." 
Theatermen     in     the     State     are 
atching  the  State  House  with  great 
terest.     It  is  assumed  that  if  the 
mtemplated  sales  tax  by  the  Gov- 
•nor   goes    through    that    the    sug- 
gested  10   per  cent  amusement  tax 
ould  automatically  be  killed.     The 
lies   tax   would    bring   in    approxi- 
ately  $50,000,000  to  the  State  each 
jar  and  would  eliminate  the  neces- 
i  ty  of  any  other  so-called  "nuisance 
l!ixes."     It  is  doubtful  that  the  the- 
:ers  would  be  affected  by  the  sales 
, 1X- 


i:00%  License  Fee  Tilt 
looms  in  Springfield,  Mass. 

t  Springfield,    Mass. — Postponed   by 
le  City  Council,  pending  re-organi- 
ition,    action    is    scheduled    to    be 
tken    here    shortly    on    a    plan   for 
Sosts  up  to  400  per  cent  in  annual 
leater  licenses  in  Springfield.  Rec- 
ommended  by   a   special   license   in- 
stigating committee,  appointed  by 
[ayor    Daniel    B.    Brunton,    is    an 
/erall  boost  in  theater  licenses  in 
Mi   effort    to    help    boost    the    city's 
icome  and  possibly   offset  part   of 


SICK  LIST 


CLARENCE  R.  RITZLER,  head  booker, 
)th-F-x,    Indianapolis,    suffered    an    attack 

|F  ptomaine  poisoning. 

I  L.  J.  MILLER,  Minneapolis  branch  man- 
ner of  the  Universal  exchange,  is  back  at 
ork,  fully  recovered  from  a  recent  oper- 
ion   in  Omaha. 

JOAN  JONES,  Universal  receptionist,  In- 
lanapolis,  has  been  stricken  with  a  throat 
fection. 

MRS.  FRANK  J.  DOWNEY,  wife  of  the 
;teran  M-G-M  branch  manager  at  De- 
oit,  is  seriously  ill  in  Los  Angeles,  where 
Br  husband   has  flown  to  be  with   her. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

iiAXWELL  SHANE.  Born  in  Paterson,  N.  J.,  August  26,  1905.  Educated 
IVI  New  Jersey  schools,  El  Paso  High  School,  University  of  California  and 
University  of  Southern  California  Law  School.  Entered  motion  picture  career 
as  publicity  man  for  First  National  Pictures;  later  adver- 
tising and  publicity  division  manager  for  Publix-Para- 
mount,  then  advertising  for  Fox  Theaters.  Meanwhile 
wrote  fiction  for  Collier's,  Esquire,  other  publications. 
Produced  play  "intermission"  in  1932.  Partner  in  Hill- 
man-Shane  Advertising  Agency,  1933  to  1936,  producing 
many  radio  shows.  Wrote  "Big  Town"  radio  series  for 
Edward  G.  Robinson  and  Columbia  Broadcasting  1938 
and  1939.  Started  screen  writing  career  at  Paramount 
studios  in  1937,  writing  many  screen  originals  and 
screenplays.  In  past  10  years  has  written  more  than  50 
motion  pictures,  including  "You're  a  Sweetheart,"  "Tro 
Many  Blondes,"  "Power  Dive,"  "Aerial  Gunner,"  "Seven 
Were  Saved  "  "People  Are  Funny,"  "Tokyo  Rose,"  "Me 
and  My  Dog."  Has  just  completed  direction  of  "Fear  in 
the  Night"  for  Pine-Thomas-Paramount,  which  is  being 
hailed  as  an  outstanding  example  cf  suspense  cinema. 
Has  been  associate  producer  on  numerous  Pine-Thomas  films.  Hobby,  painting. 
Weighs  165.  Stands  5,  9.  Hair,  black.  Eyes,  one  brown,  one  green. 


Decree  Clarifying 
Requests  Shape  Up 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
of  apparent  "inconsistencies"  in  the 
decree. 

It  is  also  possible  that  one  or  more 
of  the  companies  may  ask  for  modi- 
fications. Distributor  objection  seems 
to  center  on  those  portions  of  the 
decision  that  deal  with  flat  rental 
vs.  percentage  bids,  selling  of  prod- 
uct in  advance  vs.  necessity  of  spe- 
cifying dates  of  availability  plus  a 
20  per  cent  cancellation  privilege, 
and  confusion  in  the  competitive 
bidding  regulations. 

Counsel  will  huddle  again  today 
for  final  decision  on  matters  to  be 
presented  to  the  Court. 

U-I  Purchases  "Playback" 

Universal  -  International  Pictures 
yesterday  completed  arrangements 
to  purchase  "Playback,"  an  original 
screenplay   by   Raymond   Chandler. 

a  threatened  $10  rise  in  the  muni- 
cipal tax  rate  for  1947. 

The  committee  suggests  an  in- 
crease in  theater  permits  that  will 
mean  an  increase  of  400  per  cent  in 
some  cases,  and  a  75  per  cent  jump 
in  Sunday  permits. 

Fees  here  are  determined  by  the 
scale  of  prices  and  the  theater  seat- 
ing capacities.  Annual  permits,  it  is 
indicated,  will,  rise  from  $300  to 
$700. 

Mo.  General  Assembly  Opens; 
No  Industry  Measures  Loom 

Jefferson  City,  Mo.  —  The  Sixty- 
fourth  Missouri  General  Assembly 
which  convened  here  yesterday,  is 
not  expected  to  prove  antagonistic 
to  the  film  industry. 

There  may  be  some  tightening  up 
of  the  public  safety  regulations  but 
any  such  steps  will  be  reasonable  in 
their  requirements  and  applications. 
State  censorship  in  Missouri  seems 
very  remote,  as  does  troublesome 
taxation.  The  state  is  in  the  best 
financial  condition  of  its  history. 


Expect  Marshall  to 
Keep  Clayton,  Thorpe 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Top  State  Depart- 
ment officials  friendly  towards  the 
U.  S.  motion  picture  industry  are 
expected  to  continue  in  their  posts, 
it  was  predicted  here  following  Pres- 
ident Truman's  appointment  of  Gen. 
George  C.  Marshall  as  Secretary  of 
State. 

Expected  to  remain  in  the  State 
Department  are  Under-Secretary  of 
State  Will  Clayton,  long  a  friend  of 
the  film  industry,  and  Assistant  Sec- 
retary  Willard   L.  Thorpe. 

Although  James  F.  Byrnes  signed 
the  French-United  States  film  accord 
and  has  backed,  in  general,  the  pic- 
ture industry's  foreign  trade  plans, 
it  was  predicted  that  General  Mar- 
shall will  go  along  with  this  policy. 

The  status  of  two  other  top  State 
Department  officials,  however,  re- 
mained in  doubt.  These  are  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  Dean  Acheson 
and  William  Benton,  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Public  Affairs. 

No  change  is  expected  in  the  De- 
partment's picture  division  now 
headed  bv  George  Canty.  The  De- 
partment's information  film  division 
still  may  feel  the  Congressional 
economy  axe,  however. 


Metro  Curtails  Dubbing 
And  Narrative  Versions 


M-G-M  International  Films  is  re- 
ported drastically  curtailing  its 
dubbing  activities  which  have  been 
carried  on  at  723  Seventh  Ave.  and 
in  the  Mayfair  Building.  Making  of 
narrative  versions  also  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  suspended.  Per- 
sonnel cuts  have  been  made  in  line, 
it  is  reported. 


Krause  Leases  the  Main 

Denver — K.  M.  Krause,  recently 
with  Service  Theater  Supply  Co., 
has  leased  the  Main  at  Walsenburg, 
from  Joe  Giordano. 


Retain  Arbitration, 
Wehrenberg  Urges 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
to  get  together  on  an  arbitration 
system,  representing  all  elements 
within  the  business — the  exhibitors, 
regardless  of  their  affiliation;  the 
producers  and  the  distributors — that 
can  solve  with  a  minimum  of  litiga- 
tion and  expense  most  of  our  prob- 
lems," said  Wehrenberg. 

"The  men  who  would  serve  as  ar- 
biters under  such  a  system  should 
be  selected  for  their  ability  and  in- 
tegrity, with  special  consideration 
to  their  knowledge  of  the  mechanics 
of  the  motion  picture  industry. 

"Perhaps  the  sole  objection  to  the 
American  Arbitration  Association 
System  as  applied  to  the  motion 
picture  industry  was  the  fact  that 
arbiters,  all  men  highly  capable  in 
their  particular  fields,  as  attorneys 
or  business  leaders,  did  not  possess 
complete  grasp  of  the  mechanics  of 
motion  pictures.  Also,  perhaps  as 
a  direct  result  of  this  lack  of  knowl- 
edge by  the  arbiters,  the  AAA  sys- 
tem was  slow  and  somewhat  ex- 
pensive. 

"Our  organization  stands  ready  to 
join  forces  with  the  other  exhibitor 
groups  to  effect  some  system  in  co- 
operation with  the  distributors  and 
producers  that  will  eliminate  the 
necessity  of  constantly  rushing  into 
court  to  solve  purely  trade  problems 
that  can  best  be  solved  within  the 
industry  itself. 

"The  Court  in  its  decree  recog- 
nizes the  advantage  of  arbitration, 
terminating  its  comments  on  the 
AAA  arbitration  system  as  it  func- 
tioned for  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try with  these  words:  'We  strongly 
recommend  that  some  such  system 
be  continued  in  order  to  avoid  cum- 
bersome and  dilatory  court  litiga- 
tion and  to  preserve  the  practical 
advantages  of  the  tribunals  created 
by  the  consent  decree.'  That,  to  my 
way  of  thinking,  holds  the  door 
wide  open  for  an  equitable  and 
sound  arbitration  ssytem.  The  in- 
dustry should  lose  no  time  in  ac- 
cepting the  Court's  implied  invita- 
tion to  'arbitrate,  don't  litigate'." 


UJEDDIM  BELLS 


Davison-Bank 

St.  Louis  —  Dorothy  Davison,  St. 
Louis  Symphony  Orchestra  percus- 
sionist, and  Marvin  Bank,  operator 
of  a  chain  of  theaters  in  Kansas, 
were  married  at  the  Melbourne  Hotel 
here,  by  Rabbi  Jacob  R.  Mazur  of 
B'rith  Sholom  Congregation. 

Raines-Olds 

West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Ella  Raines,  film  star, 
has  announced  her  engagement  to 
Maj.  Robin  Olds,  AAF.  Marriage 
will  take  place  as  soon  as  her  film 
commitments  permit. 
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Ask  Congress  Backing 
On  Trade  Program 

(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
Congress,    President    Truman    said, 
that  "both  foreign  trade  and  foreign 
investment  are  vital  to  maintaining 
a  dynamic  economy  in  this  country. 

"If  we  fail  to  do  our  part  in  put- 
ting international  economic  relations 
on  a  healthier  basis,  it  is  quite  likely 
that  some  other  countries  will  feel 
compelled  to  increase  their  own  con- 
trols. Such  a  development  would 
tend  to  break  the  world  into  trading 
blocs  and  could  have  profound  effects 
upon  world  polities  and  the  pros- 
pects for  creating  an  enduring 
peace,"  he  stated. 

"In  return  for  our  own  tariff  con- 
cessions," he  continued,  "we  can  hope 
to  secure  not  only  reduction  of  for- 
eign tariffs  and  descriminations,  but 
also  elimination  of  a  mass  of  restric- 
tions, in  particular,  rigid  import 
quotas  preventing  our  access  to  for- 
eign markets." 

The  chief  executive  said  the  pro- 
posed charter  for  the  ITO  "repre- 
sents the  first  major  effort  in  the 
field  of  trade  to  replace  unilateral 
action  —  which  often  injured  other 
countries  and  provoked  retaliation — 
by  co-operation  and  joint  action  un- 
der a  set  of  common  principles." 

The  president  said  he  would  ask 
the  Congress  for  more  funds  for  the 
Department  of  Justice's  anti-trust 
division.  He  said  the  division  has 
long  "labored  under  inadequate  ap- 
propriations." 

The  chief  executive  had  praise  for 
the  Department  of  Commerce's  serv- 
ice to  industry  and  business.  Under 
Nathan  Golden,  the  Department's  pix 
division  has  been  furnishing  film 
trade  information  to  the  industry  for 
more  than  20  years. 

On  the  question  of  taxes,  the  pres- 
ident again  cautioned  that  "in  the 
present  situation  it  is  clear  that  it 
would  be  unsound  fiscal  policy  to 
reduce  taxes." 


Danish  Delegation  Expected 
For  Tax  Negotiations 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  A  delegation  of 
Danish  tax  specialists  is  expected  to 
visit  here  at  an  early  date  to  con- 
duct ad  referendum  negotiations 
looking  to  the  conclusion  of  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  Den- 
mark for  the  avoidance  of  double 
taxation,  the  State  Department  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

If  the  discussions  are  successful, 
they  will  result  in  the  preparation  of 
draft  treaties  which  will  be  sub- 
mitted by  the  negotiators  to  their 
respective  governments  for  consid- 
eration. 


fEffimE  TOUCH 


ARLENE  BENTON,  Paramount  staff,  Syracuse, 
New   York. 

JEANETTE  RUBINOFF,  secretary  to  Joe  Feld- 
man,  Warners,    Pittsburgh,    Pa. 

MILDRED  CORYEA,  UA  stenographer,  Philadel- 
phia,  Pa. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS £■*  Adopt  vtm 

Plan  As  Trade  Aid 


"Kentucky  Basketeers" 

(No.  4) 

RKO  8  Mins. 

Wildcat  Baskets 

The  championship  University  of 
Kentucky  basketball  team  go  through 
their  paces  under  the  watchful  eye 
of  their  coach,  Adolph  Rupp,  who  has 
developed  them  into  a  hard-driving, 
fast  moving  team.  How  this  is  done, 
by  daily  drills  and  preparations  is 
pictured  and  the  issue  closes  with 
scenes  from  the  Kentucky-Rhode  Isl- 
and State  game  which  thrilled  fans 
last  year,  and  which  was  finally  won 
by  the  Kentucky  Wildcats  by  one 
point.  Good  Sportscope  which  should 
please  fans. 


"Pluto's  Housewarming" 

(No.  15) 

RKO  7  Mins. 

Very  Good. 

Pluto  is  busily  engaged  in  moving 
his  belongings  (which  consist  mainly 
of  bones)  from  an  old  dog  house  to 
a  shiny  new  one,  but  is  constantly 


"A  Buckaroo  Broadcast" 

RKO  18  Mins. 

Nice  Interpretation 

When  Ray  Whitley  and  his  6-bar 
cowboys  finish  a  year  of  broadcast- 
ing from  California,  they  decide  to 
head  for  the  prairie.  Their  sponsor, 
trying  to  re-sign  them,  follows,  and 
locates  them  only  after  they  have 
signed  a  year's  contract  with  a 
rancher  which  states  that  all  their 
playing  has  to  be  done  on  ranch 
property.  The  sponsor  manages  to 
buy  their  contract  and  then  learns 
of  the  trick  clause,  but  solves  the 
problem  by  having  the  broadcast 
originate  from  the  ranch.  A  nice  in- 
terpretation of  cowboy  music  which 
is  easy  on  the  ears. 

heckled  by  a  tiny  turtle.  While  out 
trying  to  dispose  of  the  turtle,  a 
large  bull-dog  moves  into  the  house 
and  refuses  to  move.  The  turtle 
finally  dislodges  him,  but  is  knocked 
out  in  the  attempt.  Pluto  revives 
him  and  they  both  move  into  their 
domain.  A  sure  bet  for  any  audience. 


$100,000,000  Theater 
Construction  Seen 


(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
told  The  Film  Daily  that  construc- 
tion during  the  first  half  of  this 
year  may  be  even  less  than  in  1946, 
due  to  the  "after  effect"  of  controls 
and  shortages  of  materials.  Theater 
buildings,  however,  will  increase  in 
pace  rapidly  during  the  latter  half 
of  this  year  and  should  reach  boom 
proportions  in  1948. 

This  prediction  was  a  revision  of 
earlier  estimates  which  placed  the 
boom's  beginning  in  the  last  half  of 
this  year.  Although  Congress  may 
have  other  ideas,  President  Truman, 
in  his  State-of-the-Union  message 
pledged  the  Administration  to  "limit 
non-residential  construction."  Ex- 
perts pointed  out,  however,  that 
President  Truman  was  equally  strong 
in  a  previous  pledge  to  do  away  with 
construction  controls  as  "rapidly  as 
possible."  The  Office  of  Temporary 
Controls  still  is  holding  up  its  an- 
nouncement of  raising  the  limit  on 
weekly  approvals  of  commercial  con- 
struction to  $150,000,000. 


CR  to  Investigate  Local 
Checking  Complaints 

Confidential  Reports,  Inc.,  through 
Dr.  Isador  Lubin,  has  promised  Fred 
Wehrenberg,  MPTOA  president,  that 
CR  "will  give  direct  and  immediate 
attention  to  all  specific  complaints 
about  local  checking,"  according  to 
the  latest  MPTOA  bulletin,  just  re- 
leased. Meanwhile,  Wehrenberg  ad- 
vises MPTOA  members  that  his 
organization  is  doing  all  that  is  pos- 
sible to  have  the  local  checking  prac- 
tice  eliminated. 


No  Relief  for  Exhibs. 
In  Bidding— Williams 

(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
California  Theater  Owners  Associa- 
tion commented  upon  the  decree. 

"The  Findings  of  Facts  adopt  sub- 
stantially verbatim  language  of  the 
decision  of  last  June  and  decree  car- 
ries out  precisely,  the  findings  of  fact 
with  respect  to  competitive  bidding," 
he  stated. 

"Modification  of  the  system  of 
competitive  bidding,"  he  said,  "as 
stated  in  memorandum  of  court  ac- 
companying Findings  of  Facts,  con- 
clusive of  law  and  decree  would  not 
seem  to  change  method  of  competi- 
tive bidding  from  practical  view- 
point of  exhibitor  interests.  Obvi- 
ously, competitive  bidding  can  only 
be  obtained  in  areas  where  there  is 
actual  or  potential  competition,  from 
any  realistic  point  of  view.  Competi- 
tive bidding  could  only  have  effect 
between  exhibitors  who  are  in  sub- 
stantial competition  with  each 
other." 

A  preliminary  study  of  decree  was 
made  by  SCTOA's  board  of  directors 
at  a  meeting  held  yesterday  and  a 
decision  will  be  reached  at  an  early 
meeting  as  to  an  appeal. 

Appoint  Wheeler  Sales 
Head  for  Film  Classics 


(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
Eugene  Arnstein,  secretary  and  trea- 
surer   of    the    company,    announced 
yesterday. 

Wheeler,  who  has  taken  over  his 
new  duties,  has  appointed  Jules 
Chapman  as  his  executive  assistant. 


Niccum  Sells  to  Pickard 

Newell,  S.  D.— W.  B.  Pickard  has 
purchased  the  Arcade  from  Mack 
Niccum. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
French  currency  and  adjustment  o 
French  prices  to  those  of  the  res 
of  the  world. 

Plan  Large  Scale  Aid 
Government     assistance     to  —  ''hi 
French  film  industry  is  indica 
a  section  of  the  Monnet  Plan  wWclt 
blueprints    large    scale    aid    to    pro- 
duction and  exhibition  fields. 

With  a  production  goal  of  90  films 
a  year  in  the  offing,  first  requisite  is 
building  materials  which  will  be  rel-' 
egated  to  studio  construction  anc 
theater  building.  Ten  new  sounc 
stages  comprise  part  of  the  expan- 
sion plan  and  the  capacity  of  labora- 
tories is  to  be  upped  25  per  cent  foi 
35  mm.  work,  100  per  cent  for  If 
mm. 

Studio  labor  personnel,  presently 
totaling   85.000,   is   to   be   raised   t] 
100,000.     More  intensive  color  pro  j 
duction  is   planned  with  three   spe  : 
daily  equipped  units  to  further  tha  j 
end.     At  present  theaters  in  Frana  ( 
are  able  to  seat  40,000,000.     A  seat  \ 
ing  goal  of  100.000,000  is  the  aim  o 
the   Monnet  plan   with  85   per  cen  j 
of  the  houses  requiring  new  equip 
ment. 

The   plan   proposes    an   in-    I 
crease  in  admissions  o?  about  17   \ 
per    cent    and    abolition    of    the 
entertainment  duty.  Suggestions    i 
are    also    put    forward    for    in-    | 
creased  export  of  French  prod- 
uct and  penetration  to  a  higher 
degree  of  the  English  language 
and  South  American  markets. 


Williams  Named  Head 
Of  EBF's  Distribution 


Dennis  R.  Williams,  formerly  fiel 
rep.  for  Encyclopedia  Britannic 
Films,  has  been  named  director  c 
distribution.  Williams  will  sunervi; 
four  regional  offices  in  Chicag< 
Richmond,  Pasadena  and  one  othe 
point  to  serve  the  audio-visual  need 
of  schools  and  other  educational  ir 
stitutions. 


REUJ  POSTS 


FRANK    LINDKAMP,    RKO-Schine-Keith's    man 

ger,  Syracuse,   N.   Y. 
ALBERT     BETHKA,     assistant     manager,     RK( 

Schine-Eckel,   Syracuse,   N.   Y. 
FRED    GOOD,    Film    Classic's    branch    manage 

ship,    Milwaukee,    Wis. 
JAMES   H.  MCCARTHY,  manager,  Warner  nous 

Memphis,    Tenn. 
BURDETTE  SCHWENN,  assistant  manager.  Wo 

ner   Capitol,   Madison,   Wis. 
RICHARD    HUFF,    assistant    manager,    Majest 

Madison,   Wis. 
WAYNE   BIRKLEY,    manager,   Majestic,  Madisc 

Wis. 
FRED    REETH,    manager,   Capitol,   Madison,  W 
IRVING  WIEGAN,  from  assistant  manager.  Ay 

Ion   Theater,   Brooklyn,   to  the   Marine  Th 

ater,   in  the  same  capacity. 
SAMUEL  TILFORD,  from  assistant  manager,  Ce 

fury's  Marine  Theater  to  the  Avalon   in  t 

same  capacity. 
NATE   PLATT,   Loop  Theater  supervisor,   B   & 

theaters,  Chicago. 
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anadian  Trade  Unity 
ilal,  Says  Salamis 


Montreal — Trouble  is  brewing  for 
le  Canadian  film  industry  unless 
ie  various  groups  in  it  get  to- 
cher, warned  B.  C.  Salamis  in  his 
Z-zt  on  film  ceiling  prices  and  the- 
i,^./'operating  costs  to  the  Quebec 
Hied  Theatrical  Industries,  of 
hich  he  is  a  member  of  the  board, 
nd  representative  for  the  associa- 
on  on  the  long-inactive  council  to 
ie  WPTB. 
"I  am  very  much  afraid,"  Salamis 
rote,  "thai;  unless  we  form  a  cen- 
-al  committee,  representing  all  the 
roups  in  the  industry,  which  will 
2ttle  our  home  troubles  without 
aving  to  go  to  the  Government,  we 
•ill  be  forced  into  the  same  trouble 
jbat  presently  exists  in  the  United 
tates." 

Assails  Percentage 
Salamis  also  assailed  the  practise 
f  percentage   deals  for   small   the- 
iter  owners  because  the  distributor 
I  ecomes   a   partner  in  such   an  ar- 
angement.    "No  retailer,  no  matter 
yhat  his  business,"  Salamis  pointed 
ut,  "is  obliged  to  share  his  receipts 
pith    the    wholesaler,    nor    does    he 
ave  to  produce   his   books  for  ex- 
mination.     Why  should  a  distribu- 
tor   ask    only    participation    in    the 
Profits  of  the  very  small  percentage 
f   his   yearly   product   and   not    be 
>bliged  similarly  to  pay  back  to  the 
exhibitors    refunds    for    the    many 
»oor  box  office  pictures  for  which  a 
op  price  was  paid?" 

One  of  the  chief  grievances  cited 
py    Salamis   was    that   film    rentals 
lave  increased  disproportionately.  In 
;he   three-year   period    before    1945, 
•entals  increased  by  25.6  per  cent; 
joox  office  receipts  went  up  only  19.3 
jer   cent.      Distributing    companies, 
governed  by  the   19.3  per  cent  fig- 
ure, should  have  received  $17,076,487 
]  n  1945  instead  of  $17,976,467,  a  dif- 
ference of  about  $900,000  since  the 
oeginning  of  price  controls. 
Canadian  Terms  Higher 
Salamis   also   contended   that   Ca- 
nadian exhibitors  were  paying  much 
more   than    their   colleagues    in   the 
United  States.    He  also  decried  the 
practise  of  pre-selling  so-called  spe- 
cials.     Instead,    he    said,    such    pix 
'should  be  sold  according  to  standard 
'practises.    New  producers  should  be 
;made   to  prove  that  they  can  make 
specials  instead  of  offering  them  to 
.the  exhibs.  before  production. 


Christmas  Returns 

Minneapolis — The  Christmas  dec- 
orations on  Nicollet  Avenue  have 
gone  back  up  in  crder  that  the 
street  may  be  used  as  a  movie  set. 
Part  of  the  decorations  were  restored 
so  that  M-G-M  camera  crews  could 
photograph  the  avenue  yesterday  as 
background  for  "The  Bishop's  Wife," 
which  is  set  partly  in  Minneapolis, 
and  has  a  Yule  background. 


Unique  Argentine  Distrib.  Deal 

400  Theaters  Lined  Upas  Empa's  Partners 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 


depending  on  run   and  size,  ranges 
from  35  per  cent  to  50  per  cent. 

Emelco,  which  entered  film  pro- 
duction via  ad  trailers  and  slide 
films,  recently  bought  the  Pampa 
Studios  on  the  outskirts  of  Buenos 
Aires  for  $500,000.  Fully  equipped 
with  two  sound  stages,  and  two  more 
under  construction,  Emelco  has 
already  swung  into  production.  First 
feature  is  tentatively  titled,  "Her 
Grandmother's  Portrait." 

10  Features  This  Year 

Lowe  stated  that  Emelco   intends 

FOR  LOWER  PRICES 


Because  admission  prices  have 
doubled  since  pre-war  days,  an 
Argentine  Senator  is  trying  to 
stir  up  legislation  reducing  ticket 
prices,  Federico  W .  Lowe,  execu- 
tive v.  p.  of  Emelco  told  THE 
FILM   DAILY   yesterday. 

to  spend  on  an  average  of  $100,000 
a  feature.  Shooting  time,  he  said, 
rarely  exceeds  30  days  for  average 
length  feature.  Emelco  plans  to  pro- 
duce 10  features  during  1947.  Sub- 
sidiary Empa  will  release  a  total  of 
25  pix  this  year,  additional  15  com- 
ing from  Sonofilm. 

First  sex-ious  attempt  on  the  part 
of  Latin  American  producers  to  dis- 
tribute pix  a  la  USA  will  be  made 
by  Emelco,  Lowe  said.  Hitherto,  he 
added,  SA  producers  sold  non-do- 
mestic rights,  and  realized  very  lit- 
tle. "They  were  always  short  of 
money,"  Lowe  explained. 

He  intimated  Emelco  would  hardly 
be  placed  in  such  a  position  since 
che  company  has  a  market  valuation 
of  $1,500,000;  authorized  valuation 
is  a  million  more. 

So  far,  only  neighboring  countries 
have  Empa  exchanges,  but  very  soon, 
Lowe   declared,  Empa  will  have  an 


Minn.  Exhibitor  Fined 
For  Assaulting  Checker 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Silvers  was  charged  with  assaulting 
Robert  Thyr  of  Minneapolis,  checker 
of    the    Willmark   agency,    checking 
for  M-G-M. 


//  You  Serve  Checker, 
Company  Served,  Too 

Wichita,  Kans. — District  Court  of 
Sedgwick  County  has  found  that 
service  of  a  summons  on  a  checker 
applies  as  well  to  the  company  for 
which  the  checker  works.  Decision 
was  the  latest  development  in  case 
of  Sullivan  Independent  Theaters  vs. 
Paramount  Film  Distributing  Co., 
arising  from  the  distributor's  can- 
cellation of  contract  because  exhib- 
itor refused  to  permit  Confidential 
Reports  checkers  to  check  attend- 
ance. 


WB-Buys  "Flamingo  Road" 

WB  bought  screen  rights  to  "Fla- 
mingo Road'  at  the  reputed  price  of 
$40,000. 


exchange  in  every  capital  of  the 
Latin  American  countries,  even  in- 
cluding Southwestern  USA,  where 
a  market  for  Spanish  pix  is  fairly 
large. 

Average  admission  price  is  now  30 
cents,  ranging  from  10  cents  at 
nabes  to  75  cents  and  one  dollar  at 
first-runs. 

Pix  in  "Pure"  Spanish 

Lowe  pointed  out  that  Emelco 
would  concentrate  on  producing  pix 
in  "pure"  Spanish,  thus  hoping  to 
please  the  various  dialect-speaking 
Latins  from  El  Paso  to  Cape  Horn. 

Though  television  is  still  embry- 
onic in  Argentina,  Emelco  has  in- 
terests in  a  company  developing 
video  possibilities  there. 

For  the  first  time  in  20  years, 
Lowe  has  visited  America,  and  he 
says,  "It's  more  wonderful  than 
ever.  Vitality  in  this  country  is 
amazing."  Emplaning  to  Hollywood 
b~  the  week-end,  Lowe  expects  to 
return  via  air  to  Buenos  Aires  within 
a  fortnight.  Before  coming  to  New 
York,  Lowe  flew  to  France.  While 
in  New  York  he  has  purchased  sound, 
lighting  and  photographic  equipment 
throug-h  Westrex  (Western  Electric 
Export  Division)  for  Emelco's  two 
new  sound  stages. 


Eastern  Production 
Gels  Nod  from  MPTOA 


MPTOA  looks  with  more  than 
ordinary  favor  on  growth  of  Eastern 
production,  it  is  indicated  by  Fred 
Wehrenberg  in  his  latest  presiden- 
tial bulletin  to  members.  Discuss- 
ing the  opening  of  RKO-Pathe's  new 
studios  here,  Wehrenberg  says: 

"We  have  always  felt  that  it  was 
not  good  to  have  the  production  end 
of  the  industry  concentrated  solely 
in  Hollywood  or  in  any  other  one 
spot.  Hollywood  has  become  the 
synonym  for  everything  connected 
with  the  motion  picture  business, 
good  or  bad.  Such  a  set-up  makes 
the  industry  vulnerable.  Further, 
if  production  gets  into  difficulty  be- 
cause of  labor  strife  the  entire  in- 
dustry suffers  unduly.  Other  places 
to  'shoot  pictures'  might  alleviate 
such  a  condition.  For  these,  and  for 
many  other  reasons,  we  hope  that 
this  is  the  beginning  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  major  centers  of  pro- 
duction throughout  the  country." 


ASCAP  To  Fete  Authors 

Ascap  will  tender  a  reception  for 
Norman  Corwin  and  Bernard  Rogers, 
co-authors  of  "The  Warrior,"  new 
opera,  at  the  Lotos  Club,  Friday. 
The  opera  will  have  its  first  per- 
formance at  the  Met  on  Saturday. 
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WATCH  THIS  PAGE  TOMORROW 

(January  10th) 

for  announcement 

of  the 

WINNERS 

of  the 

PHOTOPLAY  GOLD  MEDAL  AWARDS 
for  1946 

as  chosen  by  the  American  Movie  Public  through  the 

Poll  for  Photoplay  conducted  by 

Dr.  George  Gallup's  Audience  Research,  Inc. 
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U.  S.  Cultural  Imperialism  Fear  Based  on  Plx 


Dllywood  World-Wide 
lpact  "Greatly  Feared" 
oroad.  Declares  Benton 


Chicago  —  European  fear  of 
merican  cultural  imperialism"  is 
sed  on  a  fear  of  "Hollywood,"  As- 
:ant  Secretary  of  State  William 
uton  said  yesterday. 
Speaking  before  the  Chicago  Coun- 
of  Foreign  Relations,  Benton  said, 
he  great  world-wide  impact  of 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


lie  '46  Inventories 
)wer  Disney  Income 

est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
lollywood — Walt  Disney  Prod,  in 
•eport  to  stockholders  revealed  a 
income  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
pt.  28,  1946  of  $199,602  after  all 
u-ges.  This  compares  with  $350,- 
l  for  the  previous  year. 
After  provision  for  preferred  divi- 
( Continued  en  Page  4) 


lotoplay  Awards  To 
srgman,  Crosby,  "Bells" 

est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Ingrid  Bergman,  Bing 
osby  and  the  RKO-Rainbow  "The 
31s  of  St.  Mary's"  are  the  nation's 
•st  popular  actress,  actor  and  pic 
1946,  according  to  Dr.  George 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Labor  Bill  Hearings 
To  Start  by  San.  20 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Republicans  in  the 
Senate  and  House  yesterday  set  Jan. 
20  as  the  target  date  to  begin  hear- 
ings en  proposed  new  labor  laws,  in- 
cluding several  outlawing  jurisdic- 
tional disputes  such  as  the  Holly- 
wood strike.  Major  provisions  of  the 
so-called  Taft-Ball-Smith  bill,  which 
apparently  will  be  given  top  priority, 
includes  a  ban  on  jurisdictional 
strikes. 

Although  the  Labor  Committee  of 
either  Senate  or  House  may  begin 
hearings  before  the  January  date, 
the  prospects  were  for  a  "double 
header,"  with  both  houses  holding 
labor  hearings  at  the  same  time. 


McCarthy  back  to  state  dep't? 

Byron  Price's  Assistant  Expected  to  Be  Named 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State 


Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Col.    Frank    McCar- 
thy, former  aide  to  Gen.  George  C. 
Marshall     and     now     assistant     to 
MPAA  Vice-Pres- 
ident Byron  Price, 
is  seen  here  as  a 
"sure    choice"    to 
become  an  Assist- 
ant  Secretary  of 
State. 

As  a  colonel  in 
the  Army,  Mc- 
Carthy served  as 
General  Mar- 
shall's aide  and 
later  as  secretary 
of  the  Joint 
Chiefs  of  Staff. 
In  the  latter  ca- 
pacity, he  im- 
pressed Secretary 
Byrnes  during  the 
Yalta  conference.    Shortly  after  V-J 


col.  f.  McCarthy 


Day,  Byrnes  asked  Marshall  to  let 
McCarthy  assist  in  re-organizing  the 
administrative  structure  of  the  State 
Department. 

McCarthy  served  as  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  State  without  a  rest  from 
his  war-time  duties  until  he  suffered 
a  physical  breakdown.  Since  his  re- 
covery, he  has  served  in  Hollywood 
as  Price's  assistant. 

Donald  Russell,  close  friend  of 
Byrnes  and  the  Secretary's  law  part- 
ner, is  expected  to  resign  as  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  State  in  charge  of 
administration,  with  McCarthy  ex- 
pected to  succeed  him. 

If  McCarthy  is  named  by  new  Sec- 
retary of  State  Marshall,  it  will  put 
another  official  aware  of  the  motion 
picture  industry's  problems  in  a  top 
position  in  the  State  Department. 


Allied  Will  Hear 
Myers  on  Goddard 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  A    full    report    on 
Judge  Henry  W.  Goddard's  "activi- 
ties" in  the  New  York  equity  case 
will   be  made   to  the   Allied    States 
Board    by    General    Counsel    Abram 
F.  Myers,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
The  Board,  which  meets  here  on 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Separate  Ministry 
For  Films  in  Italy 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  entire  Italian 
film  industry  is  undergoing  a  radical 
reorganization,  informed  sources 
here  said  yesterday.  While  details 
were  lacking  here,  it  is  believed  that 
the  industry  will  be  put  under  a 
separate  ministry,  with  no  drastic 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


MPTO A  Calls  Confab  on  Decree 

Group  to  Make  Appeal  Plans,  Policy 


Schine  Petitions  Supreme 
Court  for  Direct  Appeal 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Willard  S.  McKay, 
attorney  for  Schine  Enterprises,  yes- 
terday submitted  to  the  Supreme 
Court  a  petition  for  rehearing  of 
Schine's  plea  for  a  direct  appeal  to 
that  body  of  the  U.  S.  District 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Philadelphia — Lewen  Pizor,  board 
chairman  of  the  MPTOA  yesterday 
announced  that  a  special  meeting  of 
the  unaffiliated  members  of  the  board 
and  of  state  and  regional  unit  heads 
will  be  held  in  St.  Louis  on  Jan.  21 
for  ,a  complete  discussion  and  an- 
alysis of  the  final  decree. 

They  will  formulate  MPTOA  plans 
with  regard  to  the  decree,  including 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


D  of  J  Warns  Non-Defend- 
ants May  Engage  in  Some 
Practices  Ruled  Illegal 


Companies  not  defendants  in 
the  equity  case  may  not  "neces- 
sarily" be  bound  by  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court's  decree,  De^ 
partment  of  Justice  spokesmen  told 
The  Film  Daily  yesterday,  .^hile: 
cautioning  that  such  companies  may;' 
engage  in  some  practices  declared) 
illegal  by  the  Court  at  their  own1 
risk. 

Whether  or  not  the  impact  of  the 
Statutory  Court's  decree  is  industry- 
wide, spokesmen  for  the  Department 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


No  Decree  Appeal 
Hearing  Before  Od 


With  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
docket  said  filled  for  the  period  re- 
maining before  its  Summer  recess  in 
June,  appeals  certain  to  be  filed  from 
the  Statutory  Court's  decision  in  the 
Government's  equity  suit  will  not 
receive  attention  by  the  high  court 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Notables  Join  Zukors 
On  Golden  Anniversary 

Adolph  Zukor,  Paramount  board 
chairman,  and  Mrs.  Zukor  will  mark* 
their  golden  wedding  anniversary  to- 
night with  a  dinner  in  the  Savoy- 
Plaza's  ballroom  suite,  with  the 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Mono.  Eyes  16mm. 
Overseas  MarUets 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  — :.  Monogram  is  ex- 
ploring the  possibilities  of  using  16 
mm.  film  for  a  portion  of  its  foreign 
distribution,  it  is  announced  by  Pres- 
ident Steve  Broidy. 

Preliminary  investigation  is  now 
under  way  by  Norton  V.  Ritchey, 
president  of  Monogram  International 
Corp.,  with  a  statistical  check  being 
made  of  16  mm.  projection  machines 
available  in  each   area. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Che.. 

Bell    &    Howell 223,4     22%     223/4  —     i/4 

Bell  &  Howell  pfd.        105        105        105       +  2 

Columbia  Picts 20*A     20%     20%  +     Vs 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 23  Vi     23  '/8     23  Vs  —     % 

Loew's,  Inc 25'/4     25         25       —     '/4 

Paramount     29%     28%     2834  —     % 

RKO        147&     141/2     141/2—     Vs 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    353,4     35V4     35l/4     

Universal    Pict 253/8     25         25       —     % 

Warner   Bros 16%     16'/8     16Vs  —     Vl 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram   Picts.    ...     4%       4%       4%   4-      l/8 

RKO      4%       43/8       41/2      . . . 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      16i/8     16!/8     16'/8 

Trans-Lux      4  4  4 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 


Bid 

Cinecolor     41/2 

Pathe      7 


—  Vs 

—  V* 

—  Vs 

Asked 

43/4 


Lasky  In  New  York 

Jesse  L.  Lasky  arrived  in  New 
York  yesterday  to  attend  the  fiftieth 
wedding  anniversary  dinner  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Adolph  Zukor.  Lasky  has 
not  missed  one  of  Zukor's  wedding 
anniversaries  since  1916.  While  East 
Lasky  will  also  confer  with  Prentice- 
Hall,  publisher  of  "Miracle  of  the 
Bells"  and  Russell  Janney,  its  author. 


STANLEY  SHUFORD,  Paramount's  advertising 
manager,  leaves  today  for  Montego  Bay  in 
Jamaica,  the  West  Indies,  on  a  two-week  vaca- 
tion. 

FRANK  ROSENBERG  returns  to  the  Coast  from 
New  York  by  air  on   Sunday. 

VIRGINIA  WELLES,  Paramount  actress,  is  in 
New  York   from   Hollywood. 

JOYCE  O'HARA  and  KENNETH  W.  CLARK,  of 
the  MHAA,  returned  to  Washington  from  New 
York   yesterday. 

ARTHUR  M.  LOEW,  president  of  Loew's  In- 
ternational, flies  to  the  Coast  tomorrow  for 
two  days  of  conferences  with  M-G-M  studio 
officials. 

JESSE  L.  LASKY  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday  from    the   Coast. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Universal  Southern 
and  Canadian  sales  manager,  leaves  Charlotte 
today  for  Atlanta. 

H.  H.  MacDONALD,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY'S 
Chicago  bureau,  and  his  wife  have  gone  to 
El  Paso,  Tex.  to  attend  the  wedding  of  their 
daughter,   Laurette  MacDonald. 

CHARLEY  RYAN,  former  Warner  theater  ex- 
ecutive, has  returned  to  Chicago  from  a  visit 
to   Sheybogan,   Wis. 

FRANCES  GIFFORD  is  here  from  the  Coast. 
She   is  at   the   Waldorf-Astoria. 

MARTHA  VICKERS,  Warners'  star,  leaves  the 
Coast  on  Monday  for  p.a.'s  and  interviews  in 
several  Midwest  key  cities,  including  Chicago 
and    Detroit. 

ERMAN  PESSIS,  head  of  Erman  Pessis  & 
Associates,  leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow  for  a 
flying  two-week  business  trip  to  New  York  and 
London. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia  assistant  sales 
manager,  and  BEN  MARCUS,  Columbia  Midwest 
division  manager,  are  at  the  Minneapolis  ex- 
change. 

RALPH  A.  MAW,  M-G-M  district  manager, 
Minneapolis,   is  in   Des  Moines. 


De  Carrera  and  Sanchez 
Form  New  Cuban  Circuit 


Havana  (By  Air  Mail) — Edelberto 
de  Carrera,  president  of  the  Circuit 
Carrera  and  of  the  Union  of  Ex- 
hibitors of  Cuba,  and  Carlos  San- 
chez, owner  of  the  Riviera  and  Olim- 
pic  and  others,  have  formed  a 
Havana  circuit. 

Under  the  agreement,  the  part- 
ners participate  equally  in  the  book- 
ing for  19  houses.  Carrera  said  that 
this  new  circuit,  the  city's  largest, 
is  expected  to  control  more  than  50 
houses  soon. 


SIMPP  Denies  Report  of 
Prods.  Pooling  Talent 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Representatives  of 
SIMPP  denied  a  published  report 
that  a  number  of  producers  of  or- 
ganization are  planning  to  pool  tal- 
ent, including  directors,  writers  and 
actors. 

In  August  SIMPP  did  engage  an 
orchestra  of  40  pieces  on  an  annual 
basis  to  work  for  its  members  and 
plan  is  functioning  well. 


HOUSE   MANAGER 

A  young  man  that  wants  to  work  hard 
and    put    over    500-seat    neighborhood 
theatre.   No  buying  or  booking.  Salary 
and   percentage  of  gross. 
BOX  No.  395 
Rochester  N.  Y. 


LEE  DUNCAN,  owner  of  Rin  Tin  Tin  III,  and 
the  canine  star,  head  for  New  York  from  the 
Coast  shortly  for  the  premiere  of  "The  Return 
of  Rin  Tin   Tin." 

EDWARD  SCHELLHORN,  Paramount  studio 
foreign  department  executive,  will  leave  New 
York  for  Hollywood   by  train  today. 

EARLE  SWEIGERT,  Paramount's  Mideastern 
division  manager,  will  be  in  Philadelphia  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  Loew's  vice-president 
and  sales  chief,  returned  to  Florida  yesterday 
to   resume   vacationing. 

MAURICE  A.  BERGMAN,  Universal's  Eastern 
ad-publicity  chief,   left  for  the  Coast  last  night, 

MAXWELL  M.  GEFFEN,  chief  editor,  Omni- 
book,  visiting  Hollywood  from  New  York,  and 
confabbing  with  indie  producers  on  story  re- 
quirements. 

NORTON  V.  RITCHEY,  prexy  Monogram-In- 
ternational, left  last  night  for  mid-season  sales 
meeting  of  branch  managers  and  franchise 
holders  at  the  Coronado  Hotel  in  St.  Louis;  re- 
turning Monday. 

STEVE  BROIDY,  prexy  of  Monogram,  returns 
to  New  York  on  Monday. 

OLGA  SAN  JUAN,  featured  in  "Blue  Skies," 
arrived  in  New  York  yesterday  from  Hollywood 
for  personal  appearance  at  the  New  York  Para- 
mount, starting  Wednesday. 

JEAN  DALRYMPLE,  exec,  assistant  to  Lester 
Cowan,  in  Hollywood  from  Manhattan  to  con- 
fab with  Cowan,  Mary  Pickford,  Harry  Cohn 
and  Jose   Iturbi. 

Schlaifer  Names  Bell  to 
Head  Research  Unit 


Ulric  Bell,  former  newspaperman, 
has  been  appointed  head  of  a  re- 
search unit  at  20th-Fox  which  will 
concentrate  on  specialized  aspects  of 
forthcoming  films  from  that  com- 
pany. Bell  was  appointed  by  Charles 
Schlaifer,  director  of  advertising, 
publicity  and  exploitation. 

Previously  Bell  was  a  deputy  di- 
rector of  OWI  in  Hollywood  and 
served  as  executive  chairman  of  the 
"Fight  for  Freedom  Committee." 
For  many  years  he  was  Washington 
correspondent  of  the  Louisville 
Courier-Journal.  At  one  time  he 
was  president  of  the  National  Press 
and  Gridiron  Clubs. 


Would  Continue  N.  Y.  C. 
Rent  Control  a  Year 

Albany — Bills  to  continue  to  July 
1,  1948,  emergency  regulations  of 
rents  in  New  York  City  for  business 
and  commercial  space  have  been  in- 
troduced in  the  Senate  by  Sen. 
Arthur  Wachtel,  Bronx  Democrat. 


Urrutia,  Para.'s  Peru 
Manager,  Dies  in  Lima 


Lima  (By  Cable) — Osvaldo  Urru- 
tia, Paramount  International'3 
branch  manager  for  Peru,  died  here 
Wednesday.  Urrutia,  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  motion  picture  industry 
in  Chile  and  Peru  for  the  past  24 
years,  had  been  a  Paramount  man- 
ager there  for  the  last  15  years 
1923  he  had  joined  the  firm  of  ft? 
Grene  and  Co.,  film  distribs  in  Cm 
which  also  handled  the  Para  ac- 
count. Later,  in  1927,  he  had  become 
associated  with  a  circuit  operating 
in  Concepcion  and  Temuco,  in  Chile, 
which  post  he  held  until  he  joined 
Paramount  in  1941. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and 
four  children. 


Charges  Red  Propaganda 
In  Films  in  Alberta,  Can. 


Edmonton,  Alberta — Edueatioi 
Minister  R.  Earl  Ansley  told  a  con 
ference  of  field  representatives  0], 
the  National  Film  Board  here  tha 
there  are  films  coming  into  Albert, 
containing   Communist   propaganda 

Earlier  this  week  Provincial  Sec 
retary  Hooke  had  told  the  confer 
ence  the  Province  plans  tightening 
its  censorship  regulations  because  0 
complaints  regarding  some  film; 
shown  to  the  public. 

"We  wouldn't  mind  seeing  film  oi 
Communism  properly  labelled  a 
such,"  he  declared.  "The  trouble  i 
they  are  not  labelled  and  there  i 
nothing  worse  than  subtle  propa 
ganda." 

The  Minister  said  the  Nationa 
Film  Board  was  not  responsible  fo 
such  film  documents. 


Bradford  $6,000,000 
Ascap  Suit  Dismissed 


Supreme  Court  Justice  Kennet 
O'Brien  yesterday  granted  the  mc 
tion  of  Louis  D.  Frohlich,  counsel  fo 
Ascap  to  dismiss  the  action  of  Perr 
Bradford  against  the  Society.  Brad 
ford  brought  suit  against  Souther 
Music  and  Ascap  for  $6,000,000. 


Herman  Bing  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL 
Hollywood   —    Herman   Bing,   51 
character  actor,  died  here  yesterda 
from  a  self-inflicted  bullet  wound. 


Don't  sign  ANY  trailer  contracts  until  you  get  full 
details  of  Filmack's  NEW  prevue  trailer  service. 
Write  Filmack,  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 
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inn.  Governor  Asks 
0%  Admission  Tax 

tt.    Paul,    Minn.  —  Gov.    Luther 
mgdahl,    in    his    inaugural    mes- 
:]ge    before    both     houses     of    the 
esota  Legislature,  called  for  en- 
ent  of  luxury  taxes  to  meet  the 
-reaching   demands   of  the    State 
Minnesota   for   additional  funds. 
Youngdahl  proposed  that  ithe  ad- 
issions  tax  be  kept  at  20  per  cent, 
suming  that  the  same  pattern  of 
lending   for    1947    as    for    1946    is 
llowed.     This  would   result  in  an 
timated  revenue  of  from  $5,000,000 
,500,000,  Youngdahl  pointed  out. 
phis   proposal  was    interpreted   as 
Jjeaning  that  the  state  should  levy 
.  admissions  tax  of  10  per  cent  to 
ake  up  for  the  reduction  of   the 
ederal  tax  effective  July  1.) 
Youngdahl    also    asked    that    the 
egislature    give     consideration    to 
e  plight  of  local  fovernments  and 
oposed    that    enabling    legislation 
passed   to   permit   municipalities 
raise  additional  revenue  to  help 
jiance  their  services.     The  Mayors 
Jj»x  and  Finance  Committee  of  Min- 
apolis  already  has  suggested  that 
'it  admissions  tax  and  seven  other 
Tw  taxes   be  levied  for  additional 
venue. 


I.  Governor  Wants 
tronger  Safety  Laws 

jSpringfield,    111.    —    Gov.    Dwight 
•een    told    the    Illinois    legislature 
at  fire  safety  laws  must  be  streng- 
jened  and  taxes  held  down. 

regon  Theaters  Face 
musement  Tax  Threat 

Portland,  Ore. — With  much  of  its 
oposed  program  hitting  directly  at 
eaters   and    other   amusements,   it 
■  likely  that  the  majority  of  the  26 
jix    recommendations    submitted    to 
|e  State  Legislature  by  the  Oregon 
terim  Tax  Committee  will  be  en- 
ted  into  law  at  the  present  session, 
fiy  possibility  of  the  Legislature's 
jection    of    the    Committee's    pro- 
■sals  regarding  theaters  seems  to 
ruled  out  by  the  apparent  lack  of 
ganized  opposition  on  the  part  of 
:egon  exhibitors. 

In   addition  to    a   general  tax   on 
missions   to   all   amusements,    one 
oposal  provides  that  any  city  that 
lils    to    meet    its    budget    require- 
ments may  levy  an  additional  tax  on 


KM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Jan. 

Dan    Silbert 
Douglas   MacLean 

Jan. 

Donald   Barry 

Harry  H.   Haas 

Mildred    Schtierman 

Jan. 

Hortense     Schorr 

E.  K.  Hessberg 

Evelyn  Koleman 


10 

Paul    Henreid 
Hugh  Owen 

11 

Ernest  Pascal 

Earl    Baldwin 

Dave    Davidson 

12 
Marvin   Schenck 
Eddie   Selzer 
Henry  Liner 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

ERIC  MORAWSKY.  One  of  the  leaders  of  the  Central-European  film  industry 
*-  before  World  War  II.  Entered  film  business  in  1910  as  founder  and  chief 
executive  of  the  Terra  Film  crmpany,  Berlin,  which  be- 
came one  of  the  most  important  and  internationally  known 
companies  in  Central  Europe.  Was  until  1933  chairman 
of  the  production  and  distribution  associations  of  Berlin 
and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Berlin  Chamber  cf 
Commerce.  Produced  in  Germany,  Austria  and  Italy, 
using  such  players  as  Marlene  Dietrich,  Mady  Christians, 
Conrad  Veidt,  Gosta  Ekman,  Fritz  Kortner,  Albert  Bas- 
serman.  Among  pictures  he  produced  in  Vienna  was 
"Last  Love,"  starring  Hans  Jaray.  who  later  came  to  Hol- 
lywood, and  Oscar  Karlweiss  and  Basserman.  Among  pic- 
tures he  produced  in  Germany  was  "The  Woman  Every 
One  Desires,"  starring  Marlene  Dietrich  and  directed  by 
Curtis  Bernhardt,  who  is  now  with  Warner  Bros,  in  Hol- 
lywood. He  also  produced  "The  Marriage  of  Figaro," 
starring  Moissi,  Viennese-Italian  player.  He  left  Ger- 
many in  1933  and  started  production  in  Vienna  in   1936, 

making  features  opposing  Nazi  Germany.  Later  opened  an  agency  in  Paris  and 
handled  writers,  actors  and  directors.  After  12  years  in  France,  arrived  in  the 
United  States  in  June,  1946.  Registered  in  Hollywood  his  former  trade-mark — 
Terra   Pictures.  Stands  6  feet.  Weighs  175  pounds.  Eyes,  brown.  Hair,  grey. 


ill  Hear 
Myers  on  Goddard 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
Jan.  31,  will  hear  the  results  of 
Myers'  investigation  of  the  whole 
matter.  Also  expected  to  be  de- 
tailed to  the  Board  is  Myers'  re- 
ported proposal  to  ask  the  House 
Judiciary  Committee  to  make  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Source  close  to  Myers  quoted  the 
Allied  attorney  as  saying  the  whole 
story  should  be  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  exhibitors.  "Contrary  to 
reports,"  Myers  was  quoted  as  say- 
ing, "the  story  has  not  been  gen- 
erally known  to  the  persons  most 
concerned  with  the  whole  case — the 
nation's  exhibitors." 

In  his  analysis  of  the  decree,  My- 
ers criticized  Goddard  for  setting  a 
"deplorable  precedent"  in  permitting 
some  of  the  defendants  to  acquire 
approximately  100  theaters  under 
the  consent  decree. 

In  Allied's  annual  report  for  1945, 
Myers  noted  Judge  Goddard's  "in- 
dulgence of  defense  counsel  in  their 
dilatory  tactics."  This,  Myers  said, 
raised  "serious  doubts"  as  to  Judge 
Goddard's  "impartiality"  in  the  case. 


amusements  in  order  to  make  up  the 
deficit.  It  is  currently  estimated  that 
amusement  revenue  will  net  $1,000,- 
000. 


Applegate  Joins  Rank 
Div.  as  Southern  Rep. 

Salem  Applegate,  heretofore  Uni- 
versal district  manager  in  Philadel- 
phia and  Washington,  has  been 
named  special  field  rep.  for  the  J. 
Arthur  Rank  Division  of  TJ-I  in  an 
area  that  includes  Atlanta,  Dallas, 
New    Orleans,    Charlotte,    Memphis 

and  Oklahoma  City.   Applegate  will 
headquarter  in  Atlanta. 


No  Decree  Appeal 
Hearing  Before  Ocl. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
before    October    at    the    earliest,    it 
was  indicated  yesterday. 

It  is  believed  in  legal  circles  that 
the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of 
the  decree  will  be  stayed  by  the 
Statutory  Court  until  such  time  as 
the  Supreme  Court  hears  the  antici- 
pated appeals. 

Company  sales  departments,  it  is 
understood,  are  mapping  their  plans 
on  this  premise,  and  accordingly 
some,  including  William  P.  Rodgers, 
Loew's  topper,  have  changed  their 
minds  about  holding  earlv  sales  con- 
ferences. Metro's  sales  meeting  con- 
templated for  Feb.  3  in  Chicago  has 
been  cancelled.  Rodgers,  who  inter- 
rupted his  vacation  in  Florida  to  re- 
turn to  New  York  for  conferences 
with  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  and  other 
company  officers,  left  New  York  yes- 
terday to  resume  his  stay  in  the 
South. 


Mrs.  Lottie  Friedman  Dead 

Funeral  services  were  held  yester- 
day for  Mrs.  Lottie  Friedman,  69, 
mother  of  Chester  Friedman,  staff 
member  of  Motion  Picture  Herald. 
Death  was  caused  by  sudden  heart 
attack  Tuesday  night. 


Allied,  ITOA  Battle 
Jersey  Legislation 

With  Harry  Brandt  presiding,  the 
ITOA  of  New  York  held  its  regular 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor  yester- 
day at  which  Ed  Lachman,  president 
of  ATO  of  New  Jersey  asked  for 
ITOA  aid  in  combating  proposed 
legislation  in  New  Jersey  that  would 
adversely  affect  theater  owners. 

Lachman  called  specific  attention 
to  contemplated  tax  and  censorship 
bills  and  pointed  out  the  need  for 
combined  strength  in  attacking  the 
problem.  Following  Lachman's  plea, 
ITOA  by  unanimous  resolution  voted 
full  co-operation  in  joint  action 
against  the  proposed  legislation 
which  would  affect  approximately  40 
theaters  in  New  Jersey  owned  by 
their  membership. 

Accompanying  Lachman  at  the 
meeting  was  E.  Thornton  Kelley, 
business  manager  of  ATO  of  N.  J. 


Goldwyn  and  Sherwood 
Accept  Critics  Awards 


Sam  Goldwyn  and  Robert  Sher- 
wood were  guests  of  honor  last  night 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  New 
York  Film  Critics  at  Leone's  Res- 
taurant. 

Critics'  scroll  was  awarded  to 
Goldwyn  as  the  producer  of  "The 
Best  Years  of  Our  Lives,"  top  choice 
of  the  film  reviewers  for  the  past 
year.  Robert  Sherwood  who  adapted 
MacKinlay  Cantor's  novel  for  the 
screen  received  the  scroll  on  behalf 
of  William  Wyler  who  was  judged 
the  best  director  of  the  year  for  the 
same  picture.  Wyler,  busy  on  the 
West  Coast  with  details  on  forth- 
coming production,  was  unable  to 
attend  the  dinner. 

Scrolls  for  top  acting  will  have  to 
be  forwarded  to  Europe  since  Lau- 
rence Olivier  and  Celia  Johnson  are 
now  overseas.  Proceedings  were  tele- 
cast at  9  p.m. 


Cameramen  Assigned 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Benjamin  Kline  and 
second  cameraman  Perry  Finnerman 
have  been  signed  to  handle  the  cam- 
era assignment  on  Sol.  M.  Wurtzel's 
independent  production  "The  Brass 
Key"  which  starts  Monday. 
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Films  Worldly  Impact 
Is  Feared  Abroad 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Hollywood   is   but  little   understood 
here  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
greatly  feared  abroad." 

The  State  Department  official,  who 
was  an  American  delegate  to  the 
Paris  meeting  of  UNESCO,  had  a 
generally  optimistic  report  on  the 
future  of  UNESCO. 

Fear  Cultural  Imperialism 
Prior  to  the  Paris  meeting,  Ben- 
ton said  many  of  the  European  na- 
tions expressed  a  fear  of  what  was 
termed  "American  cultural  imperial- 
ism." 

"It  was  charged,"  he  told  the 
foreign  relations  group,  "that,  by  a 
combination  of  our  financial 
strength,  our  highly  developed  com- 
munications industry  and  our  policy 
of  opposing  all  barriers  throughout 
the  world  to  the  free  flow  of  ideas 
and  information,  we  aimed  to  flood 
the  world  with  American  ideas, 
American  standards  of  taste  and — 
to  use  an  ugly  word— American  prop- 
aganda." 

"We  discovered  that  this  fear  of 
'American    cultural    imperialism'    is 
not  a  fear  of  American  books;   our 
book     exports     are,     unfortunately, 
negligible.  .It  is  not  a  fear  of  Amer- 
ican art  and  music.     Neither  is  it  a 
fear  of  the  American  press  associa- 
tions, which  get  plenty  of  competi- 
tion,   or   of  American    radio,   which 
can  be  heard  in  most  countries  only 
by  short  wave.     What  it  boils  down 
to  is  largely  the  fear  of  Hollywood. 
"The  very  technical  genius  of 
Hollywood,  which  makes  its  pic- 
tures sought  after  and  beloved 
by  the  masses  of  the  people  of 
the  world,  terrifies  the  scholars 
and  intellectuals  and  politicians 
in    these    countries    when    they 
hear     their     children     speaking 
English   with   an   American   ac- 
cent, using  American  slang,  and 
discussing  love,  divorce  and  mur- 
der in  Hollywood  epigrams." 
"The  American  delegation  ar- 
rived in  Paris,"  Benton  said,  "deter- 
mined to  press  for  maximum  use  of 
the  mass  media  of  communication — 
motion  pictures,  radio  and  the  press 
riot  as  instruments  of  entertainment, 
but  in  their  potential  role  as  magnifi- 
cent and  unprecedented  new  instru- 


SICK  LIST 


FRANK  McGUIRE,  Paramount  home  of- 
fice artist,  has  entered  Mercy  Hospital, 
Rockville  Center,  Long  Island,  where  he 
will  undergo  an  operation  for  a  stomach 
ailment  next  week.  He  is  expected  to  be 
away  from  his  job  for  a  couple  of  months. 

HAROLD  HELLMAN,  RKO  salesman,  \$ 
hospitalized  in  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit, 
with  a  br'ken  hack,  sustained  in  a  fall  on 
an  icy  walk  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mieh, 

THEO  ARTZ,  M-G-M  secretary,  Omaha, 
is  recovering  from  an  operation  in  her  home 
at  Kingsley,  la. 


REVIEWS  Of  I161U  flLfllS 

"Johnny  O'Clock"      |  "Mr.  District  Attorney" 


with   Dick  Powell,  Evelyn  Keyes 
Columbia  95  Mins. 

TENSE  DRAMA  ABOUT  A  TOUGH  GUY 
PACKS  SOLID  ENTERTAINMENT: 
SHOULD  DO  WELL  FOR  ITSELF. 

Resolving  itself  into  a  tense  drama  soon 
after  it  gets  under  way,  "Johnny  O'Clock" 
is  a  good  study  of  a  tough  guy  who  thinks 
he  knows  all  the  answers.  It  is  also  a  story 
of  hunter  and  hunted — police  variety.  In- 
termingled are  a  couple  of  murders  and 
the  lead  character  almost  gets  knocked  off 
in  a  gangland  ambush.  Pretty  girls  drape 
themselves  about  the  sets.  The  production 
has  the  aura  of  conviction.  Types  and 
characterizations  lend  the  story  certain 
credence. 

Dick  Powell  in  the  title  role  ably  does 
the  job  and  in  this  latest  performance  will 
solidly  weld  his  new  forte.  Miss  Keyes  is 
quite  proper  and  intense  as  his  new  love 
while  Miss  Ellen  Drew  carries  the  torch 
throughout  for  Powell  and  at  length  it 
burns  out.  She  has  some  good  acting 
moments  and  they  click.  Lee  J.  Cobb  is 
aptly  cast  as  a  detective  inspector  who  is 
relentless  in  his  pursuit  of  people  he  knows 
very  well  to  be  of  the  criminal  strata  and 
with  him  it  is  a  matter  of  matching  wit 
and  instinct.  At  lengh  he  proves  a  pretty 
human  guy.  His  is  an  unsympathetic  role. 
He  makes  the  most  of  it. 

Powell  and  Thomas  Gomez  are  partners 
in  a  gambling  joint.  Jim  Bannon,  a  cop, 
after  having  an  affair  with  Nina  Foch,  a 
hatcheck  girl,  is  knocked  off.  That's  the 
whodunit  element.  Miss  Foch  is  also  found 
dead.  It  looks  like  suicide,  investigation 
proves  it  murder.  Miss  Keyes,  Miss  Foch's 
sister,  comes  on  the  scene  and  meets  up 
with  Powell.  Events  and  clues  point  to 
the  incrimination  of  Gomez.  And  the  tri- 
angle element  of  Drew-Powell-Gomez  brews 
new  mischief.  Gomez  plans  to  have  Powell 
knocked  off.  Powell  eludes  the  ambush  and 
returns  to  his  apartment  to  get  some 
basic  truths  out  of  John  Kellogg.  He  de- 
cides to  quit  the  racket.  At  the  establish- 
ment he  coldly  breaks  off  with  Gomez  and 
in  an  exchange  of  shots  is  wounded.  Miss 
Keyes  is  about.  So  is  Cobb.  The  murder 
mess  appears  to  be  cleared  up  and  there 
is  an  indication  that  Cobb  will  soften  up 
in  his  charges. 

The  story  has  creditable  atmosphere, 
movement  and  constant  change  of  pace  to 
recommend  it.  Robert  Rossen  directed. 

CAST:  Dick  Powell,  Evelyn  Keyes,  Lee  J.  Cobb, 
Ellen  Drew,  Nina  Foch,  Thomas  Gomez,  John 
Kellogg,  Jim  Bannon,  Mabel  Paige,  Phil  Brown, 
Jeff  Chandler,  Kit  Guard. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Edward  G.  Nealis;  Di- 
rector, Robert  Rossen;  Screenplay  by  Robert 
Rossen:  Original  story,  Milton  Holmes;  Camera- 
man, Burnett  Guffey;  Art  Directors,  Stephen 
Goosen,  Cary  Odell;  Set  Decorator,  James  Crowe: 
Sound,  Jack  Haynes;  Musical  Score,  George 
Dunning:   Musical   Director,    M.   W.    Stoloff. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 


ments  for  the  pursuit  of  peace.  We 
were  delighted  to  find  that,  far  from 
being  cool  to  the  development  of  the 
mass  media  in  this  role,  other  na- 
tions began  to  take  the  lead  on  pro- 
posals which  we  had  been  prepared 
to  advance. 

Eager  to  Co-operate 
"The  small  nations  found  us  glad- 
ly acknowledging  that  other  peoples 
have  ideas,  and  cultural  achieve- 
ments, that  deserve  mass  dissemina- 
tion, even  in  America.    The  ancient 


with  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Adolphe  Menjou 
Columbia  82  Mins. 

INTERESTINGLY  DEVELOPED  DRAMA 
SUGGESTED  BY  RADIO  SHOW;  HAS  GOOD 
MOMENTS. 

Adolphe  Menjou  is  the  "Craig  Warren" 
of  this  film  version  of  the  radio  program. 
He  has  his  "Harrington"  in  Michael  0  Shea 
and  Jeff  Donnell  is  his  "Miss  Miller."  They 
do  a  creditable  job  and  manage  to  reach  a 
point  of  conviction  similar  to  the  etherized 
play  acting  of  Phillips  Lord's  various  scripts. 

It  is  Dennis  O'Keefe  and  ■  Marguerite 
Chapman  who  supply  the  material  that  gives 
variance  and  renders  the  story  into  effective 
terms  of  film  interpretation.  All  in  all  the 
cast  is  composed  of  skilled,  experienced 
players  who  give  their  roles  the  required 
reading.  In  support  are  George  Coulouris, 
Steven  Geray  and  Ralph  Morgan. 

O'Keefe  joins  Menjou's  legal  enforce- 
ment staff  and  becomes  romantically  em- 
broiled with  Miss  Chapman,  very  much  to 
Menjou's  consternation.  The  D.A.  is  a  man 
very  much  attached  to  his  work.  By  him 
it  is  seven  days  a  week.  O'Keefe  has  a 
penchant  for  love-making.  Menjou  sends 
him  abroad  on  a  case.  When  he  returns, 
Miss  Chapman  is  married  to  Coulouris,  a 
rich  operator  of  "Enterprises."  She  also 
has  previously  been  involved  with  the  police 
and  was  acquitted  of  a  killing.  Menjou 
brought  this  to  her  attention.  He  did  not 
see  O'Keefe  marrying  her.  In  a  huff  O'Keefe 
quits  the  D.  A.'s  office  and  takes  a  job 
with  Coulouris  where  Miss  Chapman  always 
has  him  handy  to  tell  him  that  she  still 
can  warm  up  to  his  wiles. 

The  metropclis  has  a  traffic  problem. 
Coulouris  provokes  the  problem  so  he  can 
buy  up  real  estate  before  the  civic  bodies 
extend  an  overhead  highway.  He  stands  to 
make  millions  and  is  not  averse  to  a  little 
murder. 

There  follows  quite  a  bit  of  bandying  the 
plrt  about  niteries,  modernistic  apartments 
and  offices  with  Miss  Chapman  very  dec- 
oratively  enhancing  the  setting  via  a  dozen 
or    so   becoming   costume   changes. 

In  due  course  Menjou  springs  his  trap 
and  catches  his  fish.  Miss  Chapman,  who 
was  the  female  Machiavelli  in  all  the  dirty 
doings,  makes  a  last  attempt  to  eliminate 
O'Keefe  by  shoving  him  off  a  terrace.  He 
eludes  her  in  a  quick  squirm.  She  goes 
over  instead.  He  goes  back  to  the  D.A.'s 
office. 

Dialogue,  change  of  scene  and  introduc- 
tion of  legalistics  in  action  make  for 
diverting  elements  in  the  strry  division. 

CAST:  Dennis  O'Keefe,  Adolphe  Menjou,  Mar- 
guerite Chapman,  Michael  O'Shea,  George 
Coulouris,  Jeff  Donnell,  Steven  Geray,  Ralph 
Morgan,  John  Kellogg,  Charles  Trowbridge, 
Frank   Reicher. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Samuel  Bischoff;  Direc- 
tor, Robert  B.  Sinclair;  Screenplay,  Ian  Mc- 
Lellan  Hunter;  Story  by  Sidney  Marshall  Based 
on  the  radio  program  by  Phillips  Lord;  Cam- 
eraman, Bert  Glennon;  Film  Editor,  William  Lyon; 
Art  Direction,  Stephen  Goosen,  George  Brooks: 
Set  Decorator,  Earl  Teass;  Sound,  Jack  Good- 
rich; Musical  score,  Herschel  Gilbert;  Musical 
Director,    M.   W.    Stoloff. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


Greeks  couldn't  film  or  broadcast 
their  plays,  we  conceded;  but  they 
could  write  them.  The  other  nations 
found  us  eager  to  co-operate  in  a 
scheme  by  which  mass  communica- 
tions techniques  might  be  broadened 
by  inviting  technicians  of  backward 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Late  '46  Inventories 
Lower  Disney  Income 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
dends  accumulated  but  not  paid,  th 
net  income  was  aqual  to  26  cents 
share  on  652,840  shares  of  comi 


stock    outstanding    as    of    Sept,f? 
1946.  After  similar  provision  for  th 
same     stock    in    1945,    net    incom 
equalled  31  cents  per  share  on  380 
000  then  outstanding. 

Roy  Disney,  president  of  the  con 
pany,  commenting  on  the  $3,505,54 
increase  in  inventories  of  picture 
and  stories,  pointed  out  that  nnanci; , 
success  depended  upon  having  ad< 
quate  inventories  of  product. 

Disney  revealed  no  income  wz 
derived  from  "Make  Mine  Music 
and  "Song  of  the  South"  in  1946  b< 
fore  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  ar 
the  major  costs  of  "Fun  and  Fane 
Free"  and  "How  Dear  To  My  Heart  • 
forthcoming  films,  were  expended  h 
fore  Sept.  28,  1946.  The  latter  ar] 
reflected  in  the  year-end  inventoj 
figures  and  first  income  from  the; 
properties  will  not  be  received  b 
for  October,  1947. 

Total  income  as  of  September  la 
year  was  $4,097,700.  In  1945  it  vri 
$4,550,921. 

The  statement  indicated  plans  1 
Disney  Prod,  for  further  develo  ' 
ment  and  exploitation  of  the  educ 
tional  non-theatrical  market  and 
was  stated  a  number  of  econom 
problems  must  be  overcome  befo 
the  field  is  entered  on  a  large  seal 
In  1948,  the  report  stated,  sever 
films  for  this  field  will  be  ready,  d 
signed  exclusively  for  that  mark*  j 

"How  Dear  To  My  Heart"  bas> 
on  the  story  by  Sterling  Nor; 
'Midnight  and  Jeremiah/'  will  be  t' 
most  extensive  live-action  Disn; 
production  to  date,  and  release  in  t 
Fall  of  this  year  is  contemplated. 

On  blocked  foreign  currencies,  tj 
statement  showed  an  agreement 
amend  contract  with  the  Disney  di 
tributor,     RKO.      The     amendme  | 
granted  RKO   extended  distributi' 
rights  in   foreign  countries   and 
mm.  distribution  world  rights  on  ; 
products.  In  return  RKO  loaned  Di] 
ney  Prod.  $1,000,000  payable  out 
blocked  currencies. 


'Terfect  Marriage"  Jan.  15 

Hal  Wallis's  "The  Perfect  Ma, 
riage"  moves  into  the  N.  Y.  Par 
mount  Jan.  15,  replacing  "Cross  J  : 
Heart." 


CHARTERED! 


STATE  THEATER  MANAGEMENT  CO., 
Market  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  incorporated 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  with  $50,000  outhori 
capital  stock  by  Charles  Goldman,  Julius  Lev 
thai,  Tom  C.  Tobin  and  Marcus  Goldman 
operate   independent  theaters. 

PEERLESS    THEATERS,    2143    N.    Market 
Wichita,    Kansas.    Chartered    at   Topeka,    Ka 
with  authorized   capital   stock   of  $70,000. 

ALAMO  THEATER  CO.  at  Springfield,  III., 
A.  F.  Sass,  Verne  Langdon  and  W.  J.  Muel 
to  operate  the  1500-seat  Alamo,   Chicago. 


day,  January  10,  1947 


otoplay  Awards  to 
*  rgman  and  Crosby 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
llup's  Audience  Research  poll  for 
otoplay    magazine,    it    was    an- 
iseed   today.      Bergman,    Crosby 
(Kj"Bells"    as    such    will    receive 
otoplay  Gold  Medals. 
This  is  the  third  successive  year 
Lt  Crosby  has  won  top  honors  in 
ns   poll   of   America's  moviegoers. 
Detailed  story  of  the  Gallup  find- 
:;s,    which    appears    in    February 
otoplay,  lists  the  following,  in  or- 
r   of   preference,   as   the   nation's 
op   Ten"  films  for  the  year: 
'The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's,"  RKO- 
'linbow;    "State    Fair,"    20th-Fox; 
;he  Green  Years,"   M-G-M;   "Mil- 
id  Pierce,"  Warners;  "Leave  Her 
Heaven,"  20th-Fox;   "Night  and 
,iy,"  Warners;  "Anna  and  the  King 
'   Siam,"   20th-Fox;    "Spellbound," 
V-Selznick;    "Rhapsody    in   Blue," 
arners;     "Love     Letters,"     Para- 
lunt-Wallis. 

Nation's  five  most  popular  ac- 
psses  and  actors  according  to  the 
otoplay  poll  are,  in  alphabetical 
;ler:  Actresses — Ingrid  Bergman, 
tte  Davis,  Judy  Garland,  Greer 
rson  and  Lana  Turner.  Actors — 
ry  Cooper,  Bing  Crosby,  Bob 
>pe,  Van  Johnson  and  Spencer 
iacy. 

Presentation  Monday 
^Monday  night  at  an  industry  din- 
ar   at    the    Beverly    Hills    Hotel, 
Mceed  by  Danny  Kaye,  Dr.  Gallup 
S>!11    present    the    Photoplay    Gold 
isdals  to  Crosby;  to  Leo  McCarey 
■  producer  and  director  of  "Bells," 
it  d  to  Dudley  Nichols,  who  wrote 
'3  screenplay.     Miss  Bergman  will 
ieeive  her  medal  in  New  York.    N. 
•ter  Rathvon,    president   of   RKO, 
11  accept  the  Photoplay  medal  on 
I  half  of  his  studio's  having  released 
3    winning    picture.      In    addition, 
P  lall    gold    medallions,    replicas    of 
'  e  gold   medals,  will  be  presented 
!   the  screen  credit  list  of  the  win- 
ag  picture;  and  Photoplay  certifi- 
llte  awards  will  go  to  all  of  the  na- 
ton's  top  actors,  actresses  and  mo- 
rn pictures. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history 
the  Photoplay  Gold  Medal  awards, 
is  year  the  nation's  top  musical  pic 
11  receive  a  gold  plaque;  honor  go- 
Be  to  20th-Fox's  "State  Fair." 


Aussie  Tax  Com.  To 
Chech  Pact  Stamps 

Sydney  (Via  Air  Mail) — Action  is 
expected  by  the  Commonwealth  Tax 
Commissioner  in  the  matter  of  in- 
correctly stamped  contracts  sub- 
mitted by  exhibitors.  Rates  are  one 
shilling  for  each  £25  up  to  £1,000. 
The  exhibitor  must  send  the  con- 
tract with  a  one  shilling  stamp.  At 
the  end  of  the  season  a  statement  of 
receipts  must  be  filed  and  the  bal- 
ance of  the  stamp  duty  indicated. 


A  Libel  Is  Nailed 

•  •  •  THE  INDUSTRY'S  REMARKABLE  advances  in  artistry,  and 
the  gains  in  prestige  and  the  growth  in  stature  which  have  kept  pace 
with  the  advances,  periodically  have  been  the  subject  of  comment  in  this 

department Today,   there's    reason   for   another   installment    of   the 

happy  serialization  as  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  plays  host,  in  its 

American  Wing,  to  its  first  display  of  motion  picture  advertising  art 

The  Metropolitan  Museum  is — well,  it's  the  final  American  authority  on 

art And,  such  being  the  case,  it  follows  that  if  film  advertising  had 

not  attained  the  dignity  of  art,  the  present  exhibit,  comprising  nine  or- 
iginal canvases  executed  for  20th-Fox,  would  not  be  housed  in  the  Amer- 
ican Wing Nor  would  the  Museum  have  marked  the  opening  of 

the  exhibit  this  week  with  a  reception  attended  by  not  only  20th-Fox 
execs.,  but  artists,  art  patrons.  Museum  officials  and  the  press,  lay  and 
industry ▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  AS  CHARLES  SCHLAIFER,  20th-Fox  ad-publicity  chief,  prop- 
erly proud  of  the  Museum's  tribute  to  what  film  advertising  has  artistical- 
ly achieved,  observed  to  Phil  M,  the  exhibit  is  a  trade  milestone 

It  serves  eloquently  to  refute  the  oft-heard  libel  that  film  advertising  is 

hopelessly  submerged  in  illiteracy,  sex  and  blatancy Certainly,  the 

artists  whose  work  is  on  display  rank  with  America's  best Repre- 
sented are  John  Falter,  Dean  Comwell,  Robert  Benney,  Douglas  Crock- 
well,  Norman  Rockwell,  Ben  Stahl,  Roy  Spreter  and  Marcel  Vertes 

Their  subjects  happen  to  be  20th-Fox  stars  in  their  roles  in  such  pictures 
as  "Song  of  Bemadette,"  'The  Late  George  Apley,"  "The  Razor's  Edge," 
"The  Keys  of  the  Kingdom,"  "Home  in  Indiana"  and  "A  Royal  Scandal" 
Which  suggests  the  thought  that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  Amer- 
ican artists  regardless  of  medium  will  be  finding  in  Hollywood  and  its 

people  the  inspiration  for  some  of  their  most  brilliant  achievements 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  that  day  has  already  dawned,  for  the  Met.  has 
indicated  it  desires  Rockwell's  painting  of  Jennifer  Tones  as  Bemadette 

for  its  permanent  collection Phil  M's  Order  of  Applause  (with  Two 

Palms)  to  Charlie  Schlaifer,  art  patron 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  A  THOUGHT  FOR  TODAY,  by  MPTOA's  Fred  Wehrenberg: 
"If  the  gross  on  top  percentage  pictures  is  to  be  used  by  distribu- 
tors as  the  basis  for  flat  rental  prices,  is  it  logical  to  anticipate  that 
exhibitors  will  use  their  best  efforts  to  sell  those  pictures  to  the  public?". 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  "N'  THAT:  Al  Schwalberg  and  Max  Youngstein,  Eagle- 
Lion  sales  and  ad-pub  heads,  are  really  pitching  to  get  the  new  com- 
pany's first  two  releases  off  to  a  flying  start Two  pix  will  preem 

2,000  miles  apaTt  within  one  week  of  each  other;  "It's  A  Joke,  Son,"  open- 
ing in  Austin,  Tex.,  Jan.  21  and  "Bedelia"  busting  day  and  date  in  two 
key  Pa.  towns  the  following  week.  ...  •  Tip  to  N.  Y.  Film  Row:  If 
you  are  a  devotee  of  the  Sunday  Bracer  Breakfasts  at  the  Hotel  Madison 

— you'd  better  get  your  reservation  in  early  for  the  19th Grapevine 

has  it  that  Kenny  Delmar  will  get  his  send-off  party  there  at  that  time 

with  Mint  Juleps  being  served  on  the  house That  same  night,  he 

leaves  for  Austria.  ...      •   Maurice  Tourneur  has  started  direction  of 

an  indie  pic  in  Paris Now  72,  Tourneur  is  believed  to  be  the  oldest 

active  director  in  the  industry 


Donates  House  for  Benefit 

Wilmington,  Del. — Sylvan  B.  Shai- 
vitz,  manager  of  the  Crest  Theater 
in  suburban  Woodcrest,  has  donated 
the  house  and  its  facilities  for  a 
benefit  performance  Sunday  night, 
for  the  fund  being  raised  for  the 
family  of  Thomas  P.  Canaty,  Jr.,  a 
Wilmington  detective  shot  and  killed 
on  Christmas  night,  allegedly  by  a 
17-year-old  youth  he  had  arrested. 


Bolle  Sends  Apology 

London  (Via  Cable)  —  Otto  Bolle, 
20th-Fox's  managing  director  here, 
wrote  to  Paul  Holt,  film  critic  for 
London's  Daily  Express,  apologizing 
for  his  action  in  barring  him  from 
the  preview  of  "Meet  at  Dawn." 
Similar  letter  of  apology  was  sent  to 
The  Critics  Circle.  Bolle  expects 
apologies  to  be  accepted. 


Schine  Petitions 
To  Supreme  Court 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Court's  July  5,  1946,  decision  which 
found  Schine  guilty  of  violating  the 
Sherman  Act  and  ordered  divestiture 
of  circuit's  houses  in  most  cities. 
Petition  was  also  signed  by  Harold 
R.  Medina. 

The  high  court  had  announced  on 
Dec.  16  its  refusal  to  entertain 
Schine's  motion  for  direct  appeal 
from  the  Buffalo  Federal  Court's  de- 
cision, but  in  their  petition  yesterday 
Schine's  attorneys  specified  ten  sub- 
stantial questions  as  a  basis  for  their 
appeal  and  cited  the  Crescent,  Inter- 
state Circuit  and  Paramount  Famous 
Lasky  cases  as  precedents  for  a 
direct  appeal  circumventing  the  Cir- 
cuit Court. 

Schine's  plea  maintains  that  the 
District  Court  acted  upon  an  incor- 
rect and  improper  theory  of  punish- 
ment by  ordering  divestiture  rather 
that  realignment  or  re-organi,zing 
even  though  Schine  were  guilty  of 
Sherman  Act  violation,  which  attor- 
neys do  not  grant. 


Penn.  Legislative  Program 
Takes  Shape  After  Jan.  21 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — While  the  Penn- 
sylvania Legislature  convened  Tues- 
day, work  on  the  commonwealth's 
legislative  and  financial  problems, 
however,  will  be  put  off  until  after 
the  inauguration  of  Gov.-elect  James 
H.  Duff  on  Jan.  21. 

Sources  close  to  the  governor's 
office  report  an  amusement  tax  rang- 
ing from  between  5  and  10  per  cent 
may  be  expected  during  the  1947 
session.  A  general  sales  tax  is  not 
favored  by  the  incoming  governor, 
and  probably  will  not  come  up  unless 
Duff  feels  that  other  methods  of  rais- 
ing revenue  will  be  insufficient  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  state. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boris  Vermont  be-, 
came  the  parents  of  a  son,  born  on 
Jan.  7  at  Doctor's  Hospital  in  New 
York  City.  Vermont,  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  20th  Century-Fox  as 
head  of  the  Foreign  Versions  depart- 
ment, is  now  supervising  the  produc- 
tion of  a  series  of  special  shorts  for 
Movietone  News.  Mrs.  Vermont  is  a 
former  editor  of  Look  magazine. 


A  seven-pound,  13  ounce  son,  Rob- 
ert, Jr.,  was  born  yesterday  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Guilfoyle  at  the 
Gotham  Hospital  in  New  York  City. 
He  is  an  assistant  to  Larry  P.  Flynn, 
Paramount's  traffic  manager.  Mrs. 
Guilfoyle  had  been  associated  with 
the  same  department  at  Paramount 
until  her  retirement  last  year. 


Springfield,  Mass.  —  A  daughter 
was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Harley 
Rudkin.  Father  is  motion  picture  ed- 
itor on  the  Daily  News. 


<?$5? 
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MPTOA  Calls  Special 
Confab  on  Decree 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
policy  with  regard  to  appearing  for 
the  independent  unaffiliated  members 
in  the  Supreme  Court  as  amicus 
curiae  in  event  that  an  appeal  is 
taken  by  the  Government  or  any  or 
all  defendants. 

The  meeting  will  aso  have  before 
it,  for  immediate  consideration,  a 
decision  as  to  the  formation  of  the 
National  Exhibitor-Distributor  For- 
um, of  which  Eric  Johnston  has 
agreed  to  be  moderator.  Herman 
M.  Levy,  general  counsel,  will  be 
present  at  the  meeting  and  will  go 
on  from  there  to  address  a  luncheon 
meeting  of  the  Kansas-Missouri 
TOA  on  Jan.  22. 


Decree  May  Not  Bind  Indies 

Companies  in  Illegal  Action  at  Own  Risks 


U.  S.  Cultural  Imperialism 
Fear  Based  on  H'wood  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  4) 
countries  to  work  and  study  in  the 
more  advanced  countries." 


H'wood  Not  After  "Cultural 
Imperialism"  States  Price 

W est  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — In  reply  to  a  request 
by  the  press  for  comment  on  the 
William  Benton  speech  delivered  in 
Chicago,  in  which  he  declared,  that 
some  nations  "fear  of  Hollvwood" 
confronts  UNESCO  in  its  fight  for 
world  understanding,  Byron  Price, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  AMPP, 
said:  "Hollywood  is  increasingly 
conscious  of  great  impact  of  Amer- 
ican films  abroad.  It  is  also  con- 
scious of  its  responsibility,  a  respon- 
sibility, which  it  shares  with  news 
services  and  radio,  to  portray  Amer- 
ican life  and  happenings  as  they  are. 

"Hollywood  has  no  aspirations  for 
'cultural  imperialism'  but  picture 
producers  are  unanimous,  so  far  as 
I  know,  in  believing  that  interna- 
tional harmony  can  come  about  only 
through  greater  understanding  and 
that  film  is  most  important  instru- 
ment in  giving  foreign  peoples  a 
true  understanding  of  what  America 
is  like." 


Rites  Held  for  Norton 

Springfield,  Mass. — Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  here  for  John  S.  Nor- 
ton, executive  vice-president  of  the 
Lambert  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  and 
formerly  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales  for  Agfa-Ansco  Film  Co. 


Actor  Heads  Danish 
Film  Censor  Board 

Copenhagen  (By  Air  Mail)  — 
Arne-Ole  David,  Danish  actor,  has 
been  appointed  head  cf  the  Danish 
film  censor  board,  succeeding  Olaf 
Foenss,  who  is  now  manager  of 
World  Cinema,  Copenhagen's  largest 
movie  house. 


( Continued 

said,  is  at  least  a  moot  question. 
Determining  factors  may  include 
such  points  as:  sections  of  the  de- 
cree in  which  actions  are  declared 
illegal  by  the  Court  because  of  col- 
lusion or  conspiracy  on  the  part  of 
the  defendants;  and  those  sections 
in  which  certain  practices  are  de- 
clared illegal  in  themselves. 

Those  practices  which  are  de- 
clared  illegal  because  of  collu- 
sion  may  not  bind  non-defend- 
ants,   but    other    practices    not 
based  on  conspiracy  or  collusion 
may     cover    non-defendants    as 
well  as  the  parties  to  the  suit. 
With    the    precedents    set   by    the 
Statutory    Court's    decree,    however, 
non-defendants    engaging    in    prac- 
tices  declared   illegal   by  the    Court 
may  leave  themselves  wide  open  for 
an:i-trust   suits.     This,   Government 
spokesmen    said,   is    not    an    implied 
threat   by   the   Government,  because 
private  suits  also  may  be  filed  un- 
der the  Sherman  Act. 

Government      attorneys      stressed 
that  no  "off  the  cuff"  opinion  could 
be  given  on  which  practices  declared 
illegal  by  the  Statutory  Court  would 
come  under  :he  heading  of  collusion 
and  which  might  be  thought  of  as 
illegal  by  the  very  nature  of  the  act. 
"It  is  up  to  the  company  at- 
torneys to  draw  this  line.     As  a 
practical  matter,  non-defendants 
may  not  be  covered  by  the  de- 
cree.   With  the  precedent  set  by 
the    Statutory    Court,    however, 
whatever  even  non-defendants  do 
they  do  at  their  own  risk,"  one 
D  of  J  spokesman  said. 
It  was  pointed   out  that  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  may  leave  open 
the  question   of  whe:her  a   decision 
would    call    for    industry-wide    com- 
pliance.    Unless  the  Supreme  Court 
defines    which    practices    are    illegal 
by  their  very  nature  and  not  depen- 
dent    on    collusion,    non-defendants 
may  have  no   clear  idea  of  the  ex- 
tent of  their  liability. 

As  far  as  the  Statutory  Court  is 
concerned,  its  decree  does  not  bind 
other  lower  courts.  All  it  does  is 
set  a  precedent. 

Thus,  if  suits  are  filed  in  other 
lower  courts  prior  to  a  decision  by 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  the  decree 
of  the  Statutory  Court  would  only 
serve   as   a  precedent. 

Top  New  York  legal  talent  took 
sharp  exception  yesterday  to  the 
interpretation  by  some  lawyers  that 
the  Statutory  Court's  decree  was 
binding  upon  independent  producers 
or  upon  those  distributors  not  named 
as  defendants  in  the  anti-trust  suit. 
It  was  pointed  out  that  if  Selz- 
nick,  Goldwyn  or  any  independent 
were  to  roadshow  a  picture  at  fixed 
prices,  such  action  would  not  consti- 
tute either  "conspiracy"  or  "mon- 
opoly" as  referred  to  in  the  Sherman 
Act  and  therefore  would  offer  no 
grounds  for  suit  against  these  men. 
One  senior  counsel,  cited  a  Su- 
preme Court  opinion  in  the  Crescent 
Amusement   case,   where   the    Court 


from  Page  1 ) 

stated  that  if  a  single  exhibitor 
were  to  engage  in  sharp  competition 
there  would  be  no  violation  of  the 
Act.  This,  it  was  claimed,  is  prece- 
dent for  assuming  that  an  individual 
producer  could  market  his  product 
in  any  manner  he  wished  and  that 
the  provisions  of  the  decree  applied 
only  to  the  defendants  who  had  been 
found  guilty  of  conspiracy. 

Nelson  Sees  Indie  Prod. 
Seriously  Hampered  by  Decree 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Independent  Motion  Picture 
Producers  will  be  seriously  ham- 
pered in  the  marketing  of  their  pic- 
tures because  of  restraints  placed 
upon  the  defendants,  in  future  mar- 
keting of  pix,  via  the  Statutory 
Court's  final  decision  in  the  New 
York  equity  case  last  week,  accord- 
ing to  a  statement  issued  at  mem- 
bership meeting  vesterdav  bv  Don- 
ald M.  Nelson,  SIMPP  president. 
Nelson's  statement  follows: 
"A  special  Statutory  Federal  Court 
in  New  York,  in  a  final  decree 
handed  down  last  week,  found  eight 
major  distributors  of  motion  pic- 
tures, including  the  big  five,  guilty 
of  monopolistic  practice  and  collu- 
sion and  set  up  certain  restraints  to 
apply  to  future  marketing  of  pic- 
tures by  these  distributors.  Because 
of  fact  that  our  members  distribute 
through  some  of  the  eight  defend- 
ants, such  restraints  imposed  on 
market  by  Court  will  seriously  ham- 
per marketing  of  pictures  by  the 
independent  producer  who  was  not  a 
defendant  in  suit  and  who  had  no 
part  in  collusion. 

"The  decree  of  Court  changes 
radically  the  marketing  practice  of 
distributors.  We  are  not  yet  able  to 
determine  full  extent  to  which  the 
independent  producer  will  be  ham- 
pered by  these  restraints. 

"To  study  all  changes  produced 
by  decree,  we  are  planning  to  set 
up  _  a  special  organization  within 
society.  This  organization  will  also 
watch  application  of  decree  to  mar- 
keting of  pictures,  so  that  we  can 
make  sure  interests  of  independent 
producer  are  not  jeopardized.  Most 
members  of  SIMPP  believe  divorce- 
ment of  theaters  is  only  answer  to 
correction  of  monopolistic  practices 
within  motion  picture  industry.  The 
independents  feel,  however,  that  non- 
competitive ownership  of  first-run 
theaters  in  local  areas  prevents  our 
pictures  being  shown  to  public  on 
basis  of  merit.  The  importance  of 
this  is  emphasized  by  fact  that  al- 
though majors  own  only  17V4  per 
cent  of  theaters,  as  the  Court  found, 
these  are  in  main  first-run  theaters 
in  large  key  cities,  and  75-85  per 
cent  of  revenue  of  independent  pro- 
ducer comes  from  first-run  the- 
aters." 

Following  meeting.  Nelson  an- 
nounced that  Nero  Films,  B-ing 
Crosby  Enterprises,  Story  Produc- 
tions, Hal  Roach  Studios,  Calif.  Pic- 


Separate  Ministry 
or  Films  in  Italy 


(Continued  from  Page  1 1 

change  expected  in  the  Italian  go 
ernment's  attitude  towards  Ame 
ican  motion  pictures.  ^ 

Pietro  Campilli,  Italian  Miira| 
of  Foreign  Trade,  yesterday  \9P 
f erred  at  great  length  with  Assists 
Secretary  of  State  Willard  Thor: 
Although  the  entire  Italian  econom 
question  was  discussed  it  is  knou 
that  the  film  question  also  w; 
touched  upon. 

At  present  there  are  no  impo 
restrictions  against  American  filn 
going  into  Italy.  Because  of  e: 
change  problems,  U.  S.  compani* 
agreed  that  remittances  from  Ame 
ican  films  would  be  spent  in  Ita 
on  industry-related  items.  It  is  pr 
sumed  that  this  agreement  will  i 
extended  through  this  year. 

The  Italian  Embassy  previous 
had  confirmed  an  exclusive  Fn. 
Daily  Rome  dispatch  that  the  fil 
question  would  be  discussed  with  1 
S.  officials  here.  Campilli  accon 
panied  Italian  Premier  Alcide  I 
Gasperi  to  this  country.  The  Italia 
delegation  is  expected  to  retui'n 
Rome  next  week. 


Lou  Lifton  Heads  East 
On  "Fifth  Ave"  Release 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL 
Hollywood  —  Lou  Lifton,  directi 
of  publicity  and  advertising  fi 
Monogram,  leaves  today  for  Ne 
York  where  he  will  confer  with  e; 
cional  magazine  editors  and  Eas 
em  press  representatives  on  Re 
Del  Ruth's  production  for  Allied  A 
lists,  "It  Happened  on  Fifth  At 
nue."  Lifton  will  also  meet  wil 
executives  of  Buchanan  and  Co.  wl 
will  handle  advertising  on  all  Allie 
Artists  productions.  He  will  retui 
to  Coast  in  two  weeks. 


tures,  Federal  Films  and  Sidne 
Buchman  Enterprises  has  joine 
SIMPPP  and  that  organization  no 
totals  25  members. 

A  committee  will  be  appointed  1 
study  advisability  of  establishing 
film  library,  a  pool  of  props  an 
accessories;  also  to  consider  joii 
purchase  of  lumber  and  nails  an 
other  materials  for  set  erection.  . 
publicity  directors'  committee  wi 
make  a  survey  of  radio  advertisin 
and  if  it  is  possible  society  wi 
contract  for  spot  announcement  fc 
its   members. 


FEmmE  TOUCH 


LIBBY    MAGNESS,     Republic    booker's    stenogn 

pher,    Philadelphia,    Pa. 
MARY     JANE     McCROTHERS,     Universal     cler 

Philadelphia,    Pa. 
BETTY  JANE  MILLER,   general   clerk  at  M-G-* 

Minneapolis. 
MARY    KUPP,    contract    clerk    at   M-G-M,    Mil 

neapolis. 
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ievenfh  Veil"  Tops 
ban  Critics  "Best 

lavana  (By  Air  Mail)— The  Ten 
}t  Pictures  of  1946  as  chosen  by 
mbers  of  ARTYC,  organization  of 
oan  film  critics,  are: 

«^he  Seventh  Veil"  (Universal); 
w  Lost  Weekend"  (Paramount); 
ffe  Story  of  G.I.  Joe"  (UA-Lester 
*van);  "The  Diarv  of  a  Chamber- 
ed" (UA);  "Spellbound"  (UA); 
antaclaro"  (Mexican  distributed 
20th-Fox);  "And  Then  There 
•re  None"  (20th-Fox);  "The  Kil- 
s"  (Universal);  "The  Strange 
tfe  of  Martha  Ivers"  (Paramount) 
1  "Madonna  of  the  Seven  Moons" 
A). 

)n  the  Honor  Roll,  the  critics 
ced:  "Cabalgata  Del  Circo"  (Ar- 
itine);  "La  Dama  De  La  Muerte" 
hilean);  "The  House  on  92nd  St." 
>th-Fox);  "Scarlet  Street"  (Uni- 
■sal) ;  "Tomorrow  Is  Forever" 
KO  Radio);  "Anna  and  the  King 
1  Siam"  (20th-Fox)  and  "Gilda" 
olumbia). 

U.  S.,  5  Argentine  Pix 
i  Cuban  10  Best  Roster 

Elavana  (By  Air  Mail)— "The  Fed- 
acion  de  Redactores  Cinemato- 
aficos  y  Teatrales  de  Cuba"  has 
ected  its  Ten  Best  Pictures  of 
16  as  follows: 

'The  Lost  Weekend"  (Para- 
•unt);  "Spellbound"  (UA) ;  "Leave 
r  To  Heaven"  (20th-Fox) ;  "The 
ven:h  Veil"  (Universal);  "Tomor- 
x  Is  Forever"  (RKO);  "La  Amada 
novil"  (Argentine);  "Selos"  (Ar- 
ntine);  "El  Canto  Del  Cisne"  (Ar- 

mtine) ;  "Una  Mujer  Sin  Impor- 
lcia"  (Argentine)  and  "La  Senora 

j  Perez  se  Divorcia"  (Argentine). 

As  the  year's  best  stellar  per- 
■mances,  the  Federacion  picked 
)se  of  Ray  Milland  in  "The  Lost 
eekend,"  Ingrid  Bergman  in 
pellbound,"  Mecha  Ortiz  in  "El 
nto"  and  Santiago  Gomez  Gou  in 
a  Amada." 


irsenic"  Voted  '46  Best 
c  in  Belgian  Poll 

Brussels  (Via  Air  Mail) — A  poll 
iducted  by  Cine  Revue,  Belgian 
i  magazine,  has  voted  "Arsenic 
d  Old  Lace"  the  best  film  of 
'46.  Warners,  producers  of  the 
n,  will  receive  a  bronze  statuette. 
Id  medals  will  be  awarded  Ingrid 
rgman    for     outstanding     female 




Colo.  Exhibs.  Facing 
IV©  Taxation  Threat 

Denver — Theaters  are  expected  to 
escape  any  action  by  the  Colorado 
legislature,  which  is  now  in  session. 
The  only  new  taxes  proposed  include 
an  additional  gasoline  tax  for  roads, 
and  a  severance   tax  on  oil. 

Each  cf  the  members  of  the  body 
received  his  usual  theater  pass, 
entitling  them  to  attend  any  Den- 
ver theater  during  the  session. 


Little  Meadiines: 


FOUR-HUNDRED  AND  NINE  PICTURES  are  eligible  for  1946  Oscars  according  to  an- 
nouncement by  Academy  Motion  Pictures  Arts  and  Sciences.  Forty-five  foreign  pictures 
are  eligible  f:r  various  awards  and  23  of  the  45  are  British. 

• 

A  PRESS  RECEPTION  in  the  lounge  car  of  the  Texas-bound  Pennsylvania  Railroad's 
"Sunshine  Special''  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis  tomorrow  during  the  through-tra  n's  40- 
minute  lay-over  for  June  Lockhart,  seen  in  Eagle-Lion's  "It's  A  Joke,  Son."  Marie  Slate, 
E-L  publicist,  will  conduct  the  reception,  ts  which  newspapermen  from  the  St.  Louis, 
Kansas  City,  Indianapolis  and  Memphis  areas  have  been  invited. 

• 

TWENTIETH-FOX'S  "13  Rue  Madeleine"  will  follow  "The  Razor's  Edge"  into  the 
Roxy,  Jan.  15.  Same  company's  "My  Darling  Clementine"  bows  cut  of  the  Rivoli  after 
six  weeks.  • 

• 

GEORGE  HYDER,  formerly  manager  for  M-G-M  in  Singapore,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  Warners'  office  in  Slam,  taking  tver  the  post  that  had  been  f.l.ed  temporarily 
by  John  Wedesweiler,  it  is  announced  by  Wolfe  Cohen,  vice-president  of  Warner  Inter- 
national. Wedesweiler  returns  to  the  sales  staff   in    Brisbane. 

• 

THE  $6,750,000  SCHOENSTADT  Picadilly  Theater  anti-trust  case,  pending  in  Chi- 
cago, has  been  referred  by  Federal  Judge  Phillip  Sullivan  to  Master  in  Chancery,  Charles 
MacDonald    for    future    hearings. 

• 

THE  RITZ  BROS,  plan  to  return  to  pictures  by  producing  their  own  film,  to  be  titled 
"Where's  Myrtle?"  It's  the  story  of  a  tree  called  Myrtle,  which  they  are  hired  to  move 
from  California  to  New  York  for  a  wealthy  client. 

Rubin  Leaving  Paramount  Rehabilitation  Institute 
For  Popcorn  Sales  Post  Drive  Will  Open  Today 


Omaha — E.  I.  Rubin,  twice  Chief 
Barker  of  the  Variety  Club  and 
Paramount  salesman,  has  resigned 
to  become  western  division  manager 
for  Interstate  Popcorn  Co.  with 
headquarters  in  Los  Angeles.  Rubin 
was  with  Paramount  23  years,  19  of 
them  in  the  Omaha  territory.  His 
resignation  comes  as  Branch  Man- 
ager Jess  McBride  is  being  trans- 
ferred to  Milwaukee. 


20th-Fox  Pix  Sold 
To  Philom's  Liberty 


Chicago — Twentieth-Fox  has  sold 
the  Liberty  Theater  at  Michigan 
City,  Ind.,  "The  Way  Ahead"  for 
first  run  showing  and  "Yank  in  Lon- 
don" and  "Carribean  Mystery"  for 
second  run.  Paramount  is  also  re- 
ported selling  the  Louis  Philom 
house  films  for  second  run.  philom 
last  week  filed  an  anti-trust  suit 
against  13  distribs. 


player  and  Louis  Salou,  French  actor, 
for  his  role  in  "Boule  de  Suif." 


"National  Velvet"  Tops 
Australian  1946  Poll 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)  —  Film 
Weekly  1946  poll  for  the  best  film 
of  the  year  saw  Metro's  "National 
Velvet"  heading  the  list  and  Gregory 
Peck  scoring  No.  1  position  as  the 
best  box  office  star.  Voting  was  by 
independent  and  circuit  theaters  and 
covered  all  states  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 


Swartz  Buys  Poster  Firm 

Minneapolis  —  Don  Swartz,  form- 
erly executive  secretary  of  North 
Central  Allied,  has  bought  out  the 
Independent  Poster  Exchange  and 
has  been  granted  the  distributorship 
for  Filmack  trailers  for  the  Minne- 
apolis film  zone. 


This  afternoon,  the  $2,500,000 
drive  for  the  Rehabilitation  Institute 
of  the  New  York  University  Bellevue 
Medical  Center  will  be  launched  by 
Maj.  Gen.  "Wild"  Bill  Donovan,  com- 
mittee chairman. 

Twenty-five  patients  representing 
all  types  of  disabilities  and  all  stages 
of  rehabilitation  will  hold  a  special 
demonstration  for  press,  radio  and 
newsreels,  today  at  2:30  p.m.  on  the 
ninth  floor  of  the  Administration 
Building  on  First  Ave.  and  28th  St. 
Harold  Russell,  featured  in  "Best 
Years"  and  Sam  Goldwyn  will  attend 
the  demonstration. 

A  model  center,  the  Rehabilita- 
tion Institute  will  serve  disabled 
civilians  as  well  as  servicemen  with 
the  hope  of  restoring  the  handi- 
capped as  useful  members  of  society. 


Co-op.  Theaters  of  Mich. 
Sign  Janitors'  Pact 


Detroit — New  contract  for  one 
year  was  signed  by  Co-operative 
Theaters  of  Michigan  with  Theatri- 
cal Janitors  Union,  AFL,  granting  a 
ten  cent  general  increase  with  pay- 
ments retroactive  to  Jan.  11,  1946. 
This  union  is  an  affiliate  of  Building 
Service  International. 

New  scales  are  $1  per  hour  for 
head  man,  88  cents  for  assistant 
men,  and  82  cents  for  women.  Con- 
tract also  provides  for  40-hour,  six- 
day  week  instead  of  former  seven 
days,  and  gives  two-week  vacation 
with  pay  after  two  years'  employ- 
ment. 

Frances  Knapp,  business  agent  of 
union,  said  contract  affects  89 
houses.  Negotiations  are  to  follow 
with  United  Detroit  Theaters,  Kil- 
bride Circuit  and  RKO  Uptown. 
Frank  Kinsora,  IATSE  president, 
assisted  in  negotiations,  with  David 
Newman,  representing  Co-operative. 


IATSE  Asks  Circuits 
To  Colled  for  Polio 


The  IATSE,  through  President 
Richard  F.  Walsh,  yesterday  in  a 
.elegram  addressed  to  circuit  execs., 
voiced  a  "call  upon  every  theater 
owner  to  co-operate  with  the  Motion 
Picture  Division  of  the  National 
Foundation  lor  Infantile  Paralysis 
by  audience  collections  at  every  per- 
formance Jan.  24-30. 

"For  our  own  consciences  we  can- 
not let  the  children  down;  we  cannot 
fail  in  our  duty.  We  are  counting 
on  you  to  do  your  share,"  the  tele- 
grams read. 

The  IA  pointed  out  that  film  the- 
ater owners  originated  collections 
for  the  March  of  Dimes  to  fight  polio 
and  "therefore  we  feel  it  is  our 
fight." 


Notables  Join  Zukors 
On  Golden  Anniversary 

(Continued  from  Fa"--  1 
guests    including    family    members, 
intimate  friends  and  long-time  busi- 
ness   associates    of    Paramount's 
founder. 

Among  the  Zukor  associates  at- 
tending the  dinner  will  be  Barney 
Balaban,  Paramount  president; 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  distribution;  Austin  C. 
Keough,  vice-president  who  heads 
the  legal  department;  Leonard  Gold- 
enson,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
theater  operations;  Ed  Weisl,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  company's  board;  Louis 
Phillips  of  the  home  office  legal  staff; 
George  Weltner,  president  of  Para- 
mount International  Films,  and  the 
following:  Jesse  L.  Lasky,  Joseph 
and  Nicholas  Schenck,  Jack  Goetz, 
Ben  Moss  and  William  Gaxton.  Lasky 
and  Joseph  Schenck  have  come  East 
from  the  Coast  expressly  for  the 
occasion. 

Some  others  who  will  be  on  hand 
will  be  Eugene  Zukor,  Paramount 
studio  talent  exec,  son  of  the 
Zukors;  Mrs.  Mildred  Z.  Loew  of 
New  York,  their  daughter,  and 
Adolph  Zukor  II,  Eugene's  son. 

Adolph  Zukor  was  married  to  Lot- 
tie Kaufman  in  Chicago  on  Jan.  10, 
1897,  eight  years  after  his  arrival  in 
this  country  from  Hungary,  where 
he  was  born  on  Jan.  7,  1873. 


Wisconsin  U.  In  Rix 
Biz  with  3  Houses 

Madison,  Wis.  —  With  the  stu- 
dent enrollment  at  an  all-time  record 
of  more  than  18,000,  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  is  now  operating  three 
film   houses. 

There  are  Friday  night  showings 
at  Badger  village,  a  married  couples' 
residential  unit  30  miles  distant, 
and  at  Truax  Field,  housing  project 
for  students.  In  addition,  second- 
runs  and  foreign  pix  are  shown  Fri- 
day, Saturday  and  Sunday  in  the 
250-seat  Wisconsin  Union  Play  Cir- 
cle, on  campus. 
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Photoplay  Gold  Medal  Awards*  for  1946  to 

Ingrid   Bergman — the  nation's  most  popular  actress 

Bing   Crosby — the  nation's  most  popular  actor 

"The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's"— the  nation's  most  popular  picture 
(with  miniature  medals  to  all  those  receiving  screen  credits) 

Leo  McCarey — Producer -Director  of  the  nation's  most 
popular  picture 

Dudley  Nichols — Writer  of  the  nation's  most  popular  picture 

Photoplay  Gold  Plaque  to 

"State  Fair"  the  nation's  most  popular  Musical  Movie 

And  Photoplay  Citations  to  the  Top  Ten  Pictures 
and  Top  Ten  Stars 

*Chosen  by  ihe  American  Movie  Public  fhrough  the  Poll  fqr  Photoplay 
conducted  by  Dr.  George  Gallup' s  Audience  Research,  Ipf, 
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TEN  CENTS 


ORLD  mflRKCT  S€€n  FOR  PRC-fflSHIOIKDS 


7re  Marshal  Calls  Ohio  Building  Code  Obsolete 


fclaims  1913  Code  Doesn't 
J'ermit  Fullest  Safety  Care 
|  y  Blocking  New  Materials 

By    ANNA    KLINE 
nLM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Columbus,  O. — Ohio  needs  a  com- 
etely  re-written  building  code  for 
[iequate   fire   prevention,   according 
I)    State    Fire    Marshal    Harry    J. 
lallan,  who  said  that  the  code  now 
I     effect,    passed   in   1913,    actually 
lampers   efforts   to   give  the   public 
lie  utmost   safety  from   fire   in   its 
liodern  assembly  buildings,  by  deny- 
lig  access  to  approved  lists  of  many 
|ew  materials. 

"The   present   building    code    may 
|iave  been  all  right  when  it  was  writ- 
( Continued  en  Page  4) 


iaslman  Announces 
6  Exec.  Promotions 


Rochester,  N.  Y. — Sixteen  execu- 
ive  promotions  at  Kodak  Park, 
Eastman  Kodak  Co.'s  film  and  paper- 
nanufacturing  division,  have  been 
.nnounced  by  the  plant's  general 
nanager,  Charles  K.  Flint.  All  ap- 
lointments  took  effect  Jan.  1. 

Gerould  T.  Lane,  who  has  been 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Zink  Buys  Consolite  From 
Feist  in  Fremont  Deal 


Fremont,  O.  —  Upward  E.  Zink, 
president  and  gener,alj  manager  of 
:he  Howard  Zink  .5G6jKp.,  here,  i- has 
purchased  the  Consolite  Corp.,  also 
in  Fremont,  makers  of  outdoor  re- 
i  Continued  on  Page  6) 


Swedish.  Aussie  Reps 
Here  Visiting  . An? pro 

Visiting  Am  pro's  Chicago  plant 
were  Helmuth  Spandow,  president  of 
Foto-Ab.  Skandia,  a  subsidiary  of 
Europa  Films  of  Stockholm,  Ampro's 
distributor  for  Sweden  —  and  Keith 
Dureau,  managing  director  of  Brown 
&  Dureau,  Ltd.,  Australian  importing 
concern,  to  seek  additional  lines  of 
photographic  equipment  for  their 
respective  companies. 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


DLAZA  THEATER,  St.  Louis,  was  re- 
'  opened  Jan.  1  by  Clarence  and  Francis 
Kaimann  as  part  of  the  Wehrenberg-Kai- 
mann  Circuit,  which  now  includes  23 
houses  .  .  .  Theater,  which  for  a  number 
of  years  had  been  used  as  a  Jewish  syna- 
gogue, has  been  thoroughly  modernized  in- 
side and  out  .  .  .  re-equipped  with  latest 
sound  and  projection  equipment  .  .  .  about 
600  seats  .  .  .  new  carpeting,  drapes,  and 
lights,  all  in  accordance  with  city's  building 
cede.  .  .  .  Erected  in  1910  by  the  Plaza 
Realty  and  Construction  Co.,  house  was 
taken  over  in  1925  by  the  late  Hector  M. 
E.  Pasmezoglu,  then  the  Greek  consul  in 
St.  Louis,  and  was  operated  by  him  as  a 
combination    vaudeville   and    motion    picture 


house.  .  .  .  Pasmezoglu,  who  had  operated 
the  old  Delmar  Garden,  also  owned  the  Cri- 
terion Theater,  of  Broadway,  south  of  Olive, 
a  small  de  luxe  house,  and  the  Delmar,  at 
Aubert  'Ave.  and  Delmar  Blvd.,  now  the 
Uptown  Theater.  .  .  .  Earlier,  the  Plaza 
was  owned  and  managed  by  Matilda  Ket- 
chum,  a  former  school  teacher,  who, 
although  bed-ridden,  did  a  fine  job  of  man- 
aging the  house  from  her  suite  in  the  Ham- 
ilton Hotel  for  several  years.  ...  At  various 
times,  the  Plaza  was  operated  by  Louis 
Stahl;  the  Townsend  family,  original  own- 
ers; the  Ivery  Realty  Co.;  George  Woodin; 
Figus  Tobias;  and  Mrs.  Frank  Tabler.  .  .  . 
Transition  to  a  synagogue  was  made  sev- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Louisville  Drive-in 
Plans  Second  Stand 


Louisville,  Ky. — Floyd  D.  Morrow, 
general  manager  Louisville  Drive-In 
Theaters,  Inc.,  announced  plans  for 
building  their  second  drive-in  in  su- 
burban Louisville. 

Company  has  leased  22  acres  on 
the  Dixie  Highway  two  miles  South 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


CPA  Okays  $75,000  For 
Rebuilding  Burned  Plaza 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  Civilian  Pro- 
duction Administration  unit  of  the 
Office  of  Temporary  Controls  in 
Washington  has  authorized  release 
of  materials  costing  $75,000  for  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Memphis  Chain  Plans 
Nationwide  Circuit 


Memphis  —  A  new  chain  of  the- 
aters that  plans  to  extend  into  a 
national  circuit,  with  headquarters 
in  Memphis,  was  announced  last 
week  by  David  Flexer. 

Flexer  bought  out  the  interest  of 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


York-Shipley  To  Display 
Winter  Air  Conditioner 


York-Shipley,  Inc.,.  will  display  for 
the  first  time  its  new  "Warmaire" 
oil-fired  winter  air  conditioner  at  the 
Seventh  International  Heating  and 
Ventilating  Exposition,  in  Cleveland, 
Jan.  27-31.  Unit  is  specially  designed 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


New  Cars  Slated  For  C  &  O  Pix 

Initial  U-l  Show  in  Converted  Dining  Car 


Victor  Animatograph  Sets 
Visual-Ed  Scholarship 


One  of  the  highlights  of  the  an- 
nual banquet  of  the  National  4-H 
Club  Congress  at  the  Stevens  Hotel, 
Chicago,  recently,  was  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  $200  college  scholarship  to 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Until  they  get  delivery  on  spec- 
ially built  cars,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railroad,  in  its  unique  "theater  on 
wheels"  is  using  a  specially-adapted 
twin-unit  dining  car,  seating  50.  Din- 
ing car  tables  fold  back  against  the 
wall  and  provide  clear  space  for  the 
seats.  Two  16  mm.  projectors  oper- 
ated by  a  regular  union  projectionist, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Prototype  Fox  West  House 
Bows  in  Long  Beach  After 
Skouras,  Kaiser  Confabs 

West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Heralding  a  new  era 
in  theater  construction,  Fox  West 
Coast  Theaters  Corp.  has  completed 
and  will  open 
on  Jan.  23  the 
world's  first  "pre- 
fashioned"  motion 
tion  picture 
house,  it  was 
announced  by 
Charles  P.  Skou- 
r  a  s  ,  president. 
The  "pre-fashion- 
ed"  theater,  so 
described  because 
it  is  pre-design- 
ed,  cut  and  con- 
structed at  fac- 
tory and  later 
erected  by  pat- 
tern on  a  given 
site,  marks  an 
important  milestone  in  building  of 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


CHARLES  SKOURAS 


Rug  Industry  Leader 
Sees  '47  As  Top  Year 

Chicago  —  The  American  rug  and 
carpet  industry  expects  1947  to  be 
the  greatest  production  year  in  its 
history,  accoi'ding  to  a  statement 
made  by  James  DeCamp  Wise,  pres- 
ident of  Bigelow-Sanford  Carpet  Co., 
at  the  opening  of  the  Homefurnish- 
ings  Market,  here. 

Barring  general  economic  reces- 
sion, Wise  said  that  he  could  fore- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Overseas  Army  Houses 
Get  35mm  Equipment 

Frankfurt,  Germany — The  Motion 
Picture  Section  of  Theater  Special 
Services  during  November  installed 
35  mm.  motion  picture  equipment  in 
six  motion  picture  houses  in  the 
European  Theater,  according  to  The- 
ater Special  Services.  Of  these,  four 
were  in  new  theaters  and  two  re- 
placed German  equipment  in  the- 
aters already  established. 
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In  two  Sections — Section  II 


A  Section  of.  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  industry,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  Associate  Publisher  and  Gen- 
eral Manager;  Chester  B.  Bahn,  Editor;  West 
Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood  Boulevard, 
Hollywood,   Cal.,   Ralph   Wilk,    Bureau   Chief. 


Safely  Hearings  Are 
Held  in  Washington 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Fire  safety  meas- 
ures have  been  aired  at  a  public 
hearing  in  the  board  room  of  the 
District  Building  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

New  regulations,  which  affect  all 
theaters  and  places  of  public  as- 
sembly, were  written  into  the  city's 
regulations  as  far  back  as  last 
March,  but  could  not  be  adhered  to 
because  of  building  restrictions  and 
existing  shortages. 

Chief  cause  of  concern  to  theater 
owners  under  the  new  regulations  is 
the  clause  concerning  boiler  rooms. 
Location  of  boiler  rooms  in  the  struc- 
ture of  the  building  now  calls  for  a 
demarcation  between  seating  space, 
with  the  boiler  room  prohibited  from 
being  placed  under  the  seating  area 
or  the  stage.  Renovation  of  many 
existing  theaters  will  necessarily  be 
done  since  a  number  of  houses  were 
built  when  the  regulation  was  not  in 
force. 

Riding  along  on  the  crest  of  the 
current  safety  enforcement  drive,  a 
stronger  safety  code  for  motion  pic- 
ture projection  was  advocated  last 
week  by  the  Moving  Picture  Machine 
Operators'  Protective  Union,  Local 
224. 

In  a  letter  to  Commissioner  John 
Russell  Young,  president,  Board  of 
Commissioners,  union  secretary 
Ralph  Grimes  stressed  a  number  of 
points:  He  asked,  in  the  interest  of 
public  safety,  that  all  equipment 
used  in  motion  picture  projection  be 
placed  in  fire-proof  enclosures;  that 
the  men  employed  to  operate  such 
equipment  be  fully  licensed.  He  cited 
the  audience  as  potential  of  panic 
from  a  number  of  causes,  because  of 
their  ignorance  of  equipment  and 
consequent  fear  in  case  of  trouble. 
He  added  that  projectionists  must 
have  knowledge  of  AC  and  DC  cur- 
rent; must  be  able  to  determine 
proper  fusing   and  whether   line   is 


FORT-A-CIDE 

THE     "MIRACLE"     ODORLESS 

DEODORANT    AND    DISINFECTANT 

For    Hospital    —    Clean    Rest    Rooms 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER 


Winnipeg  Inventor's  Yen*  Ushering  Gadget 
Revolutionary — But  it  Won't  Supplant  Ushers 

An  invention  which  potentially  can  revolutionize  ushering  in  movie  houses 
was  recently  announced  by  Percy  Mostow,  Winnipeg,  representative  of  Western 
Sound  Services. 

Mostow's  invention  consists  of  a  series  of  flashbulbs,  which  are  mounted  on 
the  aisle  seat  in  each  row.  Lights  are  slanted  at  a  30-degree  angle  so  that 
they  may  be  seen  from  the  back  of  the  house  when  the  patron  is  in  the  lobby. 
If  patron  sees  a  light  when  he  looks  down  the  aisle,  he  knows  there  is  a  vacant 
seat.  When  a  seat  is  occupied  the  aisle  light  for  that  seat  goes  out.  Invention 
is  rigged  so  that  it  takes  30  pounds  of  pressure  to   put  out   the  light. 

Invention  will  not  entirely  supersede  ushers  but  will  free  them  to  handle 
lobby  crowds  and  guard  fire  exits. 


Blaze  in  Elkton  Central 
Causes  $25,000  Damage 


Wilmington,  Del.  —  New  Central 
Theater,  Elkton,  Md.,  was  threatened 
by  fire  in  the  New  Central  Hotel 
last  week.  Fire,  smoke,  and  water 
caused  estimated  $25,000  damage  to 
the  hotel  attached  theater,  the  hotel 
restaurant  and  the  Band  Box  night 
club,  all  in  the  same  building.  Fif- 
teen hastily  clad  guests  were  driven 
from  hotel  rooms.  None  was  injured. 
Elkton  police  and  firemen  expressed 
suspicion  that  the  fire  had  been  de- 
liberately started.  It  was  in  the 
basement  beneath  the  theater  and 
hotel  in  a  coal  pile.  Sills  of  the  the- 
ater, part  of  the  brick  and  frame 
building  were  burned.  Some  of  the 
woodwork  in  the  basement  was 
charred,  and  the  entire  building  was 
damaged  by  smoke.  The  first  floor  of 
the  hotel  and  the  main  floor  of  the 
theater  were  also  damaged  by  water. 


Columbus  Plans  Revised, 
Modernized  Building  Code 


Columbus,  O. — Completely  revised 
building,  plumbing,  heating  and  elec- 
trical code  is  being  studied  by  the 
City  Planning  Commission.  The  re- 
vised code  is  designed  to  stream- 
line the  present  measure  and  bring 
it  up  to  date  in  keeping  with  modern 
structural  progress,  according  to  J. 
Barker  Garwick,  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  drafted  it.  The  re- 
vised code  will  tighten  building  reg- 
ulations, permit  the  use  of  modern 
materials,  and  make  it  harder  to  use 
inferior  materials,  he  said. 


capable  of  carrying  current.  Grimes 
also  emphasized  that  equipment 
must  be  enclosed  and  protected  from 
extreme  heat,  especially  when  sur- 
rounded by  inflammable  furniture, 
drapes,  rugs,  or  decorations. 


Used  Upholstered  Opera  Chairs 
Any  Quantity 

We  have  the  Cream  of  the  Crop 
Write  or  wire  for  exact  photo 

CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART 

Sam  Levtnsohn,  Owner 
829  So.  State  Street,  Chicago  5 


Theater  Charities  Nipped 
By  N.  Y.  Fire  Dep't  Rule 

A  damaging  blow  to  the  cause  of 
theater  charities  was  administered 
by  the  latest  ruling  of  New  York 
City's  Fire  Department  when  they 
declared  a  ban  on  all  hat  passing  in 
theater  lobbies.  Use  of  tables  and 
personnel  in  house  entrances  violates 
city  ordinances  since  it  constitutes 
an  obstruction  of  fire  exits,  accord- 
ing to  the  fire  chiefs.  Obstructing 
signs,  placards,  and  displays,  and 
other  inflammable  decorations  are 
also  nixed.  Rules  were  overlooked 
during  the  war  to  enable  theaters  to 
give  their  all  to  charity  drives,  but 
peace  has  caused  a  firm  enforcement 
policy,  especially  in  the  light  of  dis- 
astrous fires  in  public  places  within 
the  last  several  months. 


Aluminum  Production  May 
Top  Billion  Pounds  in  '47 

United  States  aluminum  produc- 
tion in  1947  may  top  1,000,000,000 
pounds — or  more  than  four  times  the 
output  of  any  pre-war  year,  accord- 
ing to  G.  R.  Gibbons,  senior  vice- 
president  of  the  Aluminum  Co.  of 
America,  in  a  business  review  re- 
cently released. 

He  said  that  the  1946  production 
of  aluminum  would  be  almost  three 
times  the  amount  turned  out  in  1938. 
The  total  represents  only  two-thirds 
of  capacity  production,  he  said. 


Tenia  Opening  Washburn 

Washburn,  111.  —  A.  Terria  will 
open  the  Washburn  Theater  with 
National  Theatre  Supply  equipment. 


STADIUM.    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR     ^,:|p 
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CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc.    i 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

.52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 

Principal  Cities 


Detroit  Prohibits 
Stickout  Marquees 


Detroit  —  Court  action  against 
string  of  Woodward  Ave.  theatei 
has  been  taken  by  city  authority 
in  an  effort  to  force  them  to  tal< 
down  their  present  stickout  sij 
and  marquees,  to  conform  to  a 
cial  Detroit  ordinance  which  bar 
advertising  projections  on  this  mai 
street.  The  Fox  and  Palm-Stat 
remodelled  their  fronts  and  installe 
new  marquees  about  four  years  ag< 

The  City  Council  has  revampe 
this  ruling  and,  as  it  now  stand: 
stickout  signs  are  prohibited  entire 
ly  and  marquees  may  project  n 
farther  than  half  the  width  of  th 
sidewalk. 

On  behalf  of  the  exhibitors  aJ 
fected,  Edward  A.  Long  of  the  Lon 
Sign  Co.  was  called  as  a  witne:- 
and  it  was  his  contention  that  th 
narrow  marquees  under  the  ne1 
regulation  would  make  the  marque 
ineffective  for  announcement  pui 
poses. 

Convention  Hall,  one  of  the  large: 
auditoriums  in  the  city,  stores  an 
theaters  such  as  Palm-State,  Cc 
lonial,  Majestic,  Paradise,  Rox? 
Mayfair,  Forest  and  Center  are  ai 
fected.  The  Roxy  Theatre  and  Graj  I 
stone  Ballroom  will  remove  thei 
signs  without  fighting  the  case  fui 
ther.  Case  is  adjourned  until  en' 
of  March. 


Purchase  Greeley  Idle  Hour 

Greeley,  Neb. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Ii 
Bartak  are  entering  the  theater  bus' 
ness  here  for  the  first  time  with  th 
purchase  of  the  Idle  Hour  froi 
Raymond  J.  Warner. 


THEATRE  PROJECTORS 

AND  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

. . .  built  to  specifications  that  far  exceed 
generally  accepted  commercial  stand- 
ards. . . .  Learn  how  you  get  so  much  for 

so  little  when  you  buy  DeVRY Write 

DeVRY  CORP.,  1111  Armitage 
Avenue,  Chicago  14,  Illinois. 

5-TIME  WINNER! 
DeVRY  has  earned  fire 
CMueentive  Army  -  Nary 
"*EV  for  excellence  in 
production  of  Motion  Pic- 
tore  Sound  Equipment. 
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h    Kodak    since    1918,    was    ap- 
nted    assistant    manager.     Form- 
jy  he   had   been   assistant  to   the 
neral    manager.     Clarence    L.    A. 

nd,    formerly    assistant    general 

'terintendent  of  film  departments, 

s  named  to  succeed  Lane  as  as- 

tant  to  the  general  manager.  Neil 

Kocher,  formerly  superintendent 
the  chemical  plant,  was  appointed 
distant  general  superintendent  of 
n  departments.  Donald  B.  Kim- 
,11,  who  previously  was  superin- 
ident  of  the  paper  mills,  was  ap- 
inted  assistant  general  superin- 
ident  of  paper  departments.  Mar- 
1  E.  Russell,  formerly  assistant  to 
a  general  superintendent  of  film 
partments,  was  designated  staff 
perintendent  in  the  film  depart- 
pnts.  John  H.  Folwell,  formerly 
sistant  superintendent  of  the 
emical  plant,  was  appointed  super- 
indent  of  that  plant.  Kenneth  J. 
ackenzie,  who  had  been  assistant 
perintendent  of  the  paper  mills, 
is  promoted  to  superintendent. 
jiu*l  J.  Malm,  formerly  assistant 
perintendent  of  the  chemical  plant, 
is  appointed  superintendent  of  cel- 
.ose  acetate  development. 
George  A.  Richter,  formerly  as- 
cant  superintendent  of  wood  eel- 
lose  development,  was  promoted  to 
perintendent. 

The  following  were  named  assist- 
it  superintendents:  Dr.  Rudolph  E. 
amschroder,  emulsion  research;  W. 

Sillick,  chemical  plant;  Geoffrey 
roughton,  paper-service  depart- 
ent,  technical  development  section; 
oward  E.  Smith,  paper-service  de- 
irtment,  product  control  section. 
Ralph  W.  Peters,  paper  mills; 
arold  C.  Gunderson,  plant  service 
vision;  and  Harry  E.  Paddock,  film- 
aste  control. 


)rdinance  Revise  Blocked 
y  St.  Louis  Committee 


St.  Louis  —  The  Public  Safety 
ommittee  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
.en  voted  Dec.  20  to  kill  a  proposed 
rdinance  revising  -the  city's  rules 
>r  the  licensing  of  electricians.  Un- 
;r  the  proposed  rules  it  would  have 
een  necessary  for  business  concerns 
nd  industrial  plants  to  hire  outside 
infractors  for  all  new  electrical  in- 
flations instead  of  using  their 
ouse  maintenance  men  as  hereto- 
»re.  Richard  Nichols,  chairman  of 
ie  committee,  said  it  voted  unani- 
lously  that  the  measure  offered  no 
reater  safety  precautions  than  the 
resent  rules  and  regulations.  Com- 
littee  will  introduce  another  bill 
ater  to  call  for  annual  inspection  of 
lectrical  wiring  instead  of  inspec- 
ion  only  at  the  time  of  installation, 
"he  bill  met  with  widespread  oppo- 
ition  at  a  public  hearing  held  by  the 
ommittee  today.  Electrical  con- 
ractors  and  union  representatives 
'ere  the  only  spokesmen  on  behalf 
f  the  bill. 


THE  SOUnD  TRACK 


By  ADRIAN  KUBIT 


•  9  •  EIGHT  BELL  &  HOWELL  16  mm.  cameras  were  recently  given 
a    102mile-up  boost,  when   they  accompanied   an    experimental    V-2  rocket 

into  the  thin  air  to  probe  stratospheric  secrets Whooshing  up  at  better 

than  3600  miles  per  hour,  the  busy  cameras  saw  and  reeled  thousands  of 
feet  of  interesting  footage  before  they  returned  to  earth  on  their  own,  with 

a  mighty  thump Five  of  the  eight  were  later  dug  from  the  sands  of 

the  New  Mexico  desert  and  enough  footage  was  found  intact  to  make  the 

trip  eminently  worthwhile,  according  to  the  Navy's  guarded  admissions 

Each  camera,  we  are  told,  carried  50  feet  of  16  mm.  film,  two  of  the  eight 

being  loaded  with  Kodachrome Normal  lenses  were  used  in  all  cases, 

with   diaphragm  settings  ranging  from   f.8  to  f.16 We  can't   discover 

yet  what  the  Navy  found  in  these  films,  but  from  our  end  it  at  least  shows 

that  a  camera  can  take  a  lot  of  hard  wear  before  its  final  fade-out 

The  way  the  Navy  boys  put  it,  the  cameras  were  "Not  in  operating  condi- 
tion, but  reasonably  intact  .  .  ." 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  AS  IF  EXHIBS  didn't  have  enough  trouble  with  kiddy 
matinees  and  gum-chewing  patrons,  they  also  have  to  keep  a  DDT 
gun  handy  to  control  the  number  of  insect  pests  that  can  invade 
their  theater The  list  of  bugs  that  go  to  the  movies  is  im- 
pressively large,  but  they  don't  swell  the  box-office  receipts,  or  add 

a  whit  to  the  attendance  grosses Getting  to  the  basic  structure 

of  the  theater,  termites  are  common  in  wooden  work  in  founda- 
tions, scaffolds,  etc.  and  they  manage  to  do  their  dirty  work  within 

the  wood,  in  cracks,  before  they  are  noticed Then  it's  almost 

too  late Carpet  beetles  can  cut  some  fancy  designs  in  theater 

rugs  if  they  are  not  checked However,  careful  housekeeping 

can  keep  the  pests  in  their  place — if  there  is  one We  won't 

attempt  a  dissertation  on  insect  culture  in  the  American  theater, 
but  we  will  leave  you  with  a  few  of  the  more  interesting  species 

to  be  found  in  nooks  and  crannies Fleas,  bedbugs,  mosquitoes, 

blowflies,  webbing  clothes  moths,  cockroaches,  silverflsh  and  fire 
brats Feeling  itchy ? 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  POPCORN  IS  GOING  great  guns  throughout  the  country,  but 
we  haven't  seen  much  of  the  delectable  stuff  in  New  York  theater  lob- 
bies  What  gives  in  the  industry?    We  city  slickers  like  to  munch  the 

corn  just  as  much  as  our  suburban   neighbors The  candy  situation    in 

theaters  still   leaves   much   to  be  desired   though   the  companies  are    doing 

their  best  in   a   tough   situation Sugar  is  still  in  the  super-scarce  list 

and  without  sugar,  candy  is  snafu Saccharine,  for  some  strange  reason, 

can't   be   used   in   candy   making,   because   of  some    government    law 

What  truth  is  there  in  the  rumor  that  a  number  of  the  vending  machine 
manufacturers  are  experimenting  with  machines  taking  larger  denomination 

coins? Or  for  that  matter,  is  it  true  that  juke  boxes  will  soon  charge 

a  dime  a  platter,  or  three  for  a  quarter? A  theater  architect  who  tells 

us  things  recently  revealed  that  we  will  soon  be  finding  frozen  food  lockers 

in  neighborhood  flicker  houses Sounds  like  good  stuff,  and   Mom  can 

pack  home  the  vittles  after  a  hard  matinee  at  the  local  movie There 

seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  versatility  of  the  wonderful  frozen  food  business, 

and   their   introduction    in    theaters  will    fill    a   long-needed   void We 

always  felt  sorry  for  Mom,  stuck  in  the  kitchen  and  forced  to  listen  to  soap 

cperas Now,  she  can  relax  at  a   double-feature,  and   still  be  able   to 

market  with  a  minimum  of  fuss There's  an  interesting  sidelight  to  the 

popcorn  industry The  question  of  smell  or  no  smell Aroma  advo- 
cates claim  that  the  subtle  whiff  of  melting  butter  in  a  lobby  will  tantalize 
more   change    from    patrons'   pockets   when   they   find   they   can't   pass   the 

popcorn    machine Conservative    advocates   of   the    hermetically    sealed 

dispensers  assert  that  just  the  visual  aspect  of  the  machine  in  its  industrious 

cycle  will   prove  effective  enough  to  coax  the  shekels  out they  both 

seem  to  be  doing  all  right,  so  the  question  must  remain  moot  for  the 
time  being 

T  T  ▼ 


Fire  Check-up  Okays 
Most  Capital  Houses 

Washington  —  Most  of  Washing- 
ton's theaters  were  found  in  "good 
condition"  by  fire  inspectors  ordered 
to  conduct  an  investigation  following 
the  tragic  fire  at  Atlanta's  Winecoff 
Hotel.  In  a  report  to  the  District 
Commissioners,  the  inspectors 
termed  most  of  the  Capital's  stands 
in  good  condition  from  the  stand- 
point of  exits  and  fire  resistive  con- 
struction. The  report  noted,  how- 
ever, that  some  of  the  older  theaters 
here  contain  considerable  wood  and 
other  combustible  facings  "which 
may  be  considered  a  hazard."  Thir- 
teen of  the  theaters  were  found  to 
have  boiler  rooms  improperly 
located. 
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Ohio  Building  Code 
Is  Called  Obsolete 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ten,"  said   Callan,   "but  it  certainly 
isn't  now." 

He  said  that  only  25  new  materials 
have  been  admitted  to  the  approved 
list  considered  sound  bv  the  state 
building  code  since  1921.  He  en- 
dorsed re-writing  the  state  building 
code  from  its  current  "specifications" 
basis  to  one  founded  on  strength 
ratings. 

"In  that  way,  new  materials  which 
are  incombustible  and  which  have 
necessary  strength  could  be  readily 
admitted  to  the  approved  list,"  ac- 
cording to  Charles  Pettibone,  chief 
inspector  of  the  factories  and  build- 
ings for  the  department  of  industrial 
relations. 

Pointing  out  that  building  codes 
easily  become  outdated,  Pettibone, 
who  also  endorsed  revision  of  the 
state  building  code,  said  that  the 
Chicago  city  code,  which  took  ten 
years  to  write,  was  outmoded  before 
it  became  effective. 

Revision  of  the  Ohio  building  code 
may  be  proposed  at  the  coming  Jan- 
uary session  of  the  Ohio  Legislature. 
Re-organization  of  the  state  fire 
marshal's  office  is  also  expected  to 
be  proposed.  For  nearly  a  year,  a 
state  fire  marshal's  planning  com- 
mittee, headed  by  Donald  McVey, 
has  been  working  on  that  subject. 

In  the  meanwhile,  this  state  con- 
tinues to  operate  with  an  obsolete 
building  code,  and  only  28  assistants 
to  the  state  fire  marshal  to  make 
inspections  and  aid  local  fire  depart- 
ments. 


Texas  Exhibitors  In 
Drive-in  Patent  Suit 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex.— -Claiming  in- 
fringement on  patents  for  drive-in 
theaters,  a  suit  has  been  filed  here  in 
Federal  Court  by  the  Park  In  The- 
aters, Inc.,  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  against 
C.  A.  Richter,  Leon  Newman  and  F. 
W.  Kozar  of  Corpus  Christi  and  Nick 
and  Pete  Katsaris  of  Houston,  oper- 
ators of  a  group  of  drive-in  theaters 
throughout  the  state. 

The  patent,  it  is  said,  involves  con- 
struction of  special  ramps  for  front 
wheels  of  cars  which  govern  vision 
of  the  occupants  while  viewing  the 
show,  and  other  drive-in  designs.  The 
petition  relates  that  the  original  pat- 
ent was  obtained  in  1933  from  Rich- 
ard M.  Hollingshead,  Jr.,  named  as 
the  inventor'. 

The  patent  infringement  is  said  to 
be  at  the  Texas  and  Boulevard  The- 
aters here.  Triple  damages  are  be- 
ing asked. 


THEATER  DEALS 


McMurphys  Buy  Diagonal 

Des  Moines,  la. — The  Diagonal, 
formerly  owned  by  H.  A.  Johnston, 
has  been  bought  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C. 
W.  McMurphy  of  Clearfield. 

Louis  Score  Sells  Two 

Boston — The  Deering  Theatre,  at 
Deering,  Me.,  has  been  sold  to  Sam- 
uel Nicholosi  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  a 
newcomer  to  the  industry.  Louis 
Score  gave  title.  The  theater  is  a 
suburb  of  Portland.  Score  has  also 
sold  the  Rialto,  Westbrook,  Me.,  to 
Willie  Huot  and  Henry  Peloquin. 
Score  now  operates  one  theater,  the 
Opera  House,  in  Lakeport,  N.  H., 
which  is  also  up  for  sale. 

Howard  Amusement  Sold 

Howard,  S.  D. — The  Howard  Am- 
usement Co.  has  been  sold  by  Mar- 
tin Lee,  John  Schram  and  Rodger 
Schram  to  Murphy  and  Murphy  of 
Madison,  S.  D. 


Binger  Theater  Destroyed 

Binger,  Okla. — All  of  this  town's 
600  citizens  fought  side-by-side  with 
firemen  to  extinguish  a  recent  blaze 
which  razed  two  buildings  on  Main 
St.  and  threatened  the  entire  town. 
The  Binger  Theater  was  destroyed 
in  the  fire. 


Devinney  Acquires  the  Hawk 

Hawkins,  Tex.  — The  Hawk  The- 
ater here  has  been  purchased  from 
Theo.  Miller  by  Roy  Devinney  of 
Deport.  Roy  Devinney,  Jr.,  recently 
out  of  the  Navy,  will  be  house  man- 
ager. Miller  will  make  his  head- 
quarters at  Quitman  where  he  owns 
the  Gem.  He  is  building  a  second 
house  there,  a  home  and  a  two  story 
office  building.  In  addition  he  owns 
and  operates  the  Rains  at  Emory  and 
Talco  Theater  at  Talco.  Devinney 
plans  on  remodeling  the  Hawk  and 
installing  new  equipment. 

Transfers  Parkway  License 

Minneapolis — Frank  Woskie,  ten- 
ant of  the  nabe  Parkway  since  it  was 
built  in  1931,  has  transferred  the 
license  with  the  sale  of  the  equip- 
ment to  Mrs.  Harold  Lundquist,  new 
tenant,  at  a  price  reported  to  be 
$21,000.  A  threatened  fight  over  the 
license  for  the  house  was  averted 
since  Woskie  contended  that  he,  and 
not  the  Parkway,  owned  the  lease. 

Acquires  Burntext  Building 

Burnet,  Tex.— Tom  P.  White,  op- 
erator here  for  the  past  15  years  of 
the  Burntext  Theater,  has  purchased 
the  building  housing  the  theater 
from  Glen  Dickinson. 


Miller  Buys  in  Veblen 

Veblen,  S.  D. — Spurge  Miller  has 
purchased  the  Veblen  here  from  Har- 
vey Hawkins. 


Buys  Chi.  Main  Theater 

Chicago  —  Martin  Krajer  has 
bought  the  Main  Theater  at  4815  W. 
Armitage,  from  Warren  Simons. 

Jenkins  Sells  to  Hrycuit 

Calgary — Mark  Jenkins,  who  has 
operated  the  Rex  Theater  in  Clares- 
holm,  Alta,  for  the  past  eight  years, 
has  sold  his  interests  to  William 
Hrycuit,  who  formerly  operated  the 
theater  at  Daysland,  Alta. 

Kings  Buy  Walden  B'l'dg. 

W  illiamsburg,     Mass.  —  Mr.     and 

Mrs.  Clarence  King  have  purchased 
the  building  housing  the  Walden 
Theater,  which  they  operate,  from 
A.  S.  Thornton  of  Grahamsville, 
N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  B.  G.  Harrington  of 
Orlando,  Fla.  The  Kings  have  op- 
erated the  theater,  under  lease  from 
the  Thornton  interests,  since  1932. 

Fletcher  Sells  to  Barnes 

Vancouver,  B.  C. — Howard  Fletch- 
er has  sold  his  Hollyburn  Theater  at 
West  Vancouver  to  Pete  Barnes  of 
Toronto.  Theater  seats  450.  Odeon 
Circuit  is  building  a  900-seat  theater 
in  that  district  across  the  inlet  from 
Vancouver. 


Perth  Theater  Realty  Sold 

Perth,  Ont. — Mrs.  J.  A.  Stewart 
has  sold  the  Perth  Theater  block  to 
Theater  Holding  Corp.,  of  Toronto, 
lessees  of  the  theater. 


Hodges  Sells  to  Hill 

Des  Moines,  la. — Kenneth  Hodges 
has  sold  his  theater  at  Winfield,  la., 
to  Harold  Hill  of  Burlington.  Hill 
plans  to  make  improvements  in  the 
theater  but  will  continue  to  operate 
without  interruption. 


Acquires  Somerville  Orpheum 

Boston  —  Louis  Stern  has  taken 
over  the  Orpheum,  Somerville,  and 
will  renovate  and  redecorate  exten- 
sively. The  house,  which  has  been 
operated  by  Wilbur  Peterson,  has 
been  closed  for  several  months.  Stern 
hopes  to  reopen  in  the  early  Spring. 

Harry  Moore  Buys  Theater 

Cedar  Rapids,  la. — Harry  R.  Moore 
has  purchased  the  Rialto  Theater 
from  Joseph  V.  Weaver  and  asso- 
ciates. Moore,  who  will  take  posses- 
sion Jan.  1,  formerly  was  city  man- 
ager at  Cedar  Rapids  for  Tri-States 
Theater  Corp.,  resigning  his  post 
about  six  weeks  ago.  Weaver,  who 
has  managed  the  Rialto  for  the  last 
20  years,  will  retire. 

Langston  Sells  Two 

Batchtown,  111.  —  Hoyd  Langston 
has  sold  his  Batchtown  Theater  and 
the  Winfield,  Winfield,  Mo.,  to  Ernest 
Freese,  a  former  serviceman.  Langs- 
ton is  entering  the  lumber  business, 
tionists. 


Skouras  Sees  World 
Market  lor  Theaters 


Takes  Over  Hondo  Casion 

Hondo,  Tex. — Augustin  Yberra  has 
taken  over  operation  of  the  Casion, 
formerly  operated  by  Dionisio  Paiz 
of  San  Antonio. 

riermitage  Hickory  Sold 

Hermitage,  Me. — The  Hickory  has 
been  sold  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  H. 
Hacket  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ralph 
"Tuffy"  Trexel. 

Acquires  Lakota  House 

Lakota,  N.  D. — J.  C.  Halvorson  is 
the  new  owner  of  the  Capitol  here. 
Arthur  C.  Bean  had  been  operating 
the  house  for  the  past  3%  years  on 
lease  from  M.  A.  Zimmerman. 


.1 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
motion     picture     theaters,     Skouras 
said. 

Located  in  Long  Beach,  Calif., 
"pre-fashioned"  showplace  will  have 
1,164  seats  and  will  be  named  tj| 
Crest.  The  new  type  theater 
born  at  a  conference  on  Aug. 
1945,  with  Henry  Kaiser,  industrial- 
ist, who  assured  Skouras  such  a 
project  could  be  carried  out.  It  was 
than  that  Kaiser  engineers  joined 
with  Fox  West  Coast  executives  in 
working  out  details  for  mass  pro- 
duction of  a  type  of  theater  struc- 
ture that  would  meet  most  rigid 
building  safety  laws. 

World  Market  Seen 

A  big  market  for  "pre-fashioned' 
theaters,  Skouras  asserted,  exists 
primarily  in  many  small  towns  in 
the  United  States  as  well  as  in  | 
bombed-out  cities  of  Europe  and  the 
far  east.  When  materials  become 
available,  an  assembly  line  in  Los  | 
Angeles  can  start  rolling  out  suet 
theaters  as  fast  as  orders  arrive,  he 
said.  Crest  is  of  all-steel  construc- 
tion, with  gypsum  panels  assembler 
together  and  erected  upon  concrete 
foundations.  No  plaster  was  usee 
in  any  part  of  the  theater,  wall; 
and  ceilings  being  covered  with  spe- 
cially designed  fireproof  panels  oJ 
a  fiberglas  mat  and  iron  grille  whicl 
contain  noise  absorption  values  mucl 
higher  than  provided  by  ordinarj 
soundproof  materials. 

Comfort   Stressed 

Styled  to  greatly  surpass  in  beautj 
present-day  theaters,  Crest  will  of 
fer  ultimate  in  patron  comfort,  Skou 
ras  said.  Seats  will  be  36  inche: 
apart,  back  to  back,  enabling  movie 
goers  to  reach  their  seats  withou 
stumbling  over  those  already  seated 
Emphasizing  feasibility  of  "pre-f ash 
ioned"  theaters,  Skouras  declared 
"Every  item,  walls,  ceilings,  plumb 
ing,  decorations,  box  office,  in  fact 
entire  theater,  can  be  cut  and  buil 
at  factory  and  assembled  in  recor< 
time  at  site.  Requiring  in  mos 
cases  as  little  as  eight  weeks.  Thi, 
type  of  showplace  may  well  be  callei 
the  "  'theater  of  the  future.' 


York-Shipley  To  Display 
Winter  Air  Conditioner 

( Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
to  meet  the  current  demand  for  mas 
production  heating  equipment  fo 
small  buildings.  It  is  a  completel; 
packaged  unit — the  only  equipmen 
of  its  kind  on  the  market,  accordinj 
to  Victor  Laza,  general  sales  man 
ager.  Warmaire  unit  was  designee 
with  full  cooperation  of  CPA  engi 
neers. 

Included  also  in  the  York-iShiple; 
booth  will  be  boiler  burners,  auto 
matic  water  heaters,  winter  air  con 
ditioners,  and  conversion  burners  fo 
residential  use. 


Flamingo  Theater  Bows 

Miami  Beach,  Fla. — The  Flaming 
Theater  on  Lincoln  Road  has  bee 
completed  and  opens  this  week. 


VWII  attract 
more  customers... 

with 

HIGH  INTENSITY 
PROJECTION! 


M, 


Lanagers  of  small  theatres  find  that  Simplified  High  Intensity 
Projection  actually  attracts  more  customers  to  their  shows.  The 
reason? 

Because  this  inexpensive  form  of  high  intensity  projection  gives 
the  movie-goer  more  for  his  money.  It  provides  a  brighter  screen, 
a  sharper  image.  It  makes  available  to  the  small  theatre  the  same 
perfection  of  modeling  and  detail... the  same  fidelity  of  color 
reproduction . . .  found  in  the  larger  theatres.  This  means  more 
audience  relaxation  and  enjoyment ...  which  means  bigger  box 
office. 

In  spite  of  the  obvious  improvement  that  Simplified  High  In- 
tensity Projection  can  make  on  your  screen,  it  is  actually  low  in 
cost.  In  fact,  just  a  few  extra  admissions  per  show  will  more  "than 
pay  for  it. 

Take  the  first  step  today  toward  attracting  more  and  more  cus- 
tomers . . .  Consult  your  supply  house  on  the  availability  of  High 
Intensity  Lamps. 

The  word  "National"  is  a  registered  trade-mark  of 

NATIONAL  CARBON   COMPANY,  INC. 

Unit  of  Union  Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation 

DBS 

30  East  42nd  Street,  New  York  17,  N.  Y. 

Division  Sales  Offices:  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Dallas,  Kansas  City, 

New  York,  Pittsburgh,  San  Francisco 


This  advertisement  appears  in  Better  Theatres,  December  14,  January  11;  Film  Daily,  December  6,  January  10;  Motion  Picture  Daily,  December  11, 
January  8;  International  Projectionist,  January,  February;  Modern  Theatre,  January  4,  February  1;  Physical  Theatre,  January  15;  Showmen's  Trade 
Review,  January  4,  February  1;  also  adapted  for  Film  Daily  1947  Yearbook. 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 
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fi/JLY 


Friday,  January  10,  1947 


Screen  Adv.  Survey 


A  special  survey  concerning  mo- 
tion picture  advertising  was  con- 
ducted for  the  Alexander  Film  Co., 
Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  by  Hooper- 
Holmes  Bureau,  Inc.,  Market  Re- 
search Division,  N.  Y.  Company  de- 
cided to  have  the  test  survey  made 
to  sample  the  attitude  of  present 
screen  advertisers  toward  this  adver- 
tising medium  and  to  determine  its 
value  as  an  aid  to  retail  sales. 

Various  representative  areas  scat- 
tered throughout  the  country  were 
selected,  ranging  from  Virginia  to 
Oregon.  A  total  of  422  advertisers 
were  interviewed  to  sample  the  ap- 
proximate 18,000  being  served. 

Asking  four  questions,  the  survey 
showed  interesting  results.  Question 
1  was:  How  long  have  you  been 
using  movie  advertising?  With  418 
answering,  it  was  found  that  52.5 
per  cent  used  the  medium  one  to 
five  years;  30.8  used  medium  1  week 
to  one  year;  6.3  using  the  medium 
from  10-21  years.  The  second  ques- 
tion: Has  the  theater  shown  your 
service  regularly?  It  was  reported 
that  97.6  were  regular  users  of  ad- 
vertising films.  On  question  3:  Can 
you  directly  attribute  sales  to  your 
movie  advertising  ?  74.2  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  with  the  remainder 
doubtful.  Question  4  said:  Consider- 
ing all  types  of  media  which  you  are 
now  using  or  have  used  in  the  past, 
including  film  advertising,  how  do 
you  rank  them  from  the  standpoint 
of  value  to  your  business?  48  per 
cent  ranked  films  first,  and  news- 
papers came  second  with  30.1  per 
cent,  with  378  answering. 


Zink  Buys  Consolite  From 
Feist  in  Fremont  Deal 


ABOUT  THE  THADE 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

fleeting  signs,  numerals,  plastic- 
based  mirrors,  reflecting  numerals, 
etc.  Harry  J.  Feist,  founder  of  Con- 
solite, is  retiring.  Mr.  Zink  will  be 
president;  Emery  F.  Sevitts,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager; 
Warren  A.  Zink,  secretary;  and  Nor- 
man S.  House,  treasurer. 

Zink  emphasized  the  transfer  will 
not  affect  present  employees  and 
added  that  products  will  remain  the 
same.  The  sale  included  the  year-old 
Consolite  factory,  all  stock,  and  the 
outdoor  reflecting  sign  business. 


CPA  Okays  $75,000  for 
Rebuilding  Burned  Plaza 


building  the  Plaza  Theater  of  Mil- 
ford,  which  suffered  $250,000  damage 
in  a  fire  last  Sept.  23. 

Richard  W.  Willis,  manager  of  the 
CPA  Delaware  district  office,  said 
that  materials  had  been  authorized 
under  a  new  policy  which  gives  the 
Washington  office  the  right  to  decide 
on  applications  from  entertainment 
enterprises. 


eral  years  ago,  after  house  had  been 
shuttered  for  many  months. 

CRED  C.  DICKELY,  Detroit  district 
'  manager  of  Altec  Service  will  -play 
host  to  a  national  meeting  of  Altec 
managers  from  all  branches,  Jan.  14-17, 
at  the  Hotel  Book  Cadillac.  .  .  .  Events 
will  draw  about  40  branch  managers, 
and  top  execs  of  Altec  for  a  nation- 
wide conference.  ...  9  In  Chicago, 
Senry  J.  Kahn  has  organized  the  Kahn 
Electric  Co.  .  .  .  Offices  on  So.  Clinton 
St.  .  .  .  •  Manager  Sonny  Harris  of 
she  Ritz,  Marianna,  Fla.,  announces  in- 
stallation of  a  Walker  screen  and  new 
reflectors  in  the  projection  room,  com- 
pleting lengthy  improvement  program 
under  way  since  last  summer.  .  .  .  • 
Plans  have  been  announced  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  $2,500,000  hotel  in 
Miami  Beach,  one  feature  of  which 
will  be  a  motion  picture  theater  in 
connection  with  the  1,300-seat  dining 
ball.  .  .  .  Hotel  will  be  known  as  the 
Sand  gate  and  is  owned  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  Codomo.  .  .  .  William 
Kittel  is  the  architect.  .  .  .  •  Switzer 
Bros.,  Chicago,  are  offering  the  trade 
a  new  100-watt  portable  black  light 
unit.  .  .  .  Weighing  12V-i  pounds,  unit 
will  operate  from  AC,  60  cycle,  110- 
125  volts.  .  .  .  Mercury  flood  or  spot 
has  expected  life  of  500  hours  and 
comes  equipped  with  12  feet  of  heavy 
insulated  cord.  .  .  .  •  Rex  Davis  of 
ihe  Hans  Teichert  Co.  supervised  and 
executed  the  glo-craft  murals  installed 
in  the  Vine  theater,  Willoughby,  Ohio, 
owned  and  operated  by  Scovill,  Essick 
and  Rife  Co.  .  .  .  Paul  Matzinger, 
Cleveland  architect,  drew  the  plans  for 

ihe  unique  house.  .  .  . 

*  *  * 

IOHN  FOX  has  been  named  Southern  dis- 
•^  trict  manager  for  Radiant  Manufactur- 
ing Corp.,  with  headquarters  in  Atlanta, 
Ga.  ...  •  Three  Dimensional  Sales  Co., 
with  factory  at  4555  W.  Addison  St.,  Chi- 
cago, will  expand  manufacturing  activities 
this  year.  .  .  .  •  Clinton  Carpet  Co., 
Chicago,  for  the  past  15  years  a  subsidiary 
of  American  Hair  and  Felt  Co.,  will  operate 
as  the  floor  covering  division  of  the  com- 
pany. ...  •  Russell  Yankie  was  named 
Southern  manager  for  Natco  projector  sales, 
with  headquarters  at  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 
.  .  .  He  wit!  set  up  a  complete  Southern 
sales  organization  during  the  next  several 
weeks.  ...  •  Col.  Edgar  L.  Love  was 
named  manager  of  the  Koiled  Kord  division 
of  Kellogg  Switchboard  and  Supply  Co.,  Chi- 
cago. ...  •  George  and  James  Olson, 
owners  of  the  Grayling  and  the  Pines  Thea- 
ters, Chicago,  plan  to  build  a  new  theater 
at  Houghton  Lake,  Mich.  .  .  .  House  will 
seat  700  and  will  be  built  of  ledge  rock 
and  logs  to  blend  with  natural  surroundings. 
.  .  .  •  Harry  Holboth,  Chicago,  will  re- 
build the  DeLuxe,  at  Imlay,  Mich.  .  .  . 
Plans  to  spend  $17,000.  ...  •  Tom  Flan- 
nery,  Whiteway  Sign  prexy,  is  in  Florida 
for  Winter  vacation.  ...  •  New  projec- 
tion equipment  has  been  installed  in  the 
Orpheum,  Hillsboro,  III.  ...  Ed  Fels  is  man- 
ager. ...  •  New  screen  installed  in  the 
Ohio  Theater,  Tell  City,  Ind.  ...  •  In 
Avinger,  Tex.,  the  Avinger  is  slated  for  re- 
opening this  month.  .  .  .  House  was  closed 
after  a  damaging  booth  fire.  .  .  .  Projection 


booth  now  being  repaired  and  new  equip- 
ment will  be  installed.  ...  •In  Texas 
City,  Tex.,  a  new  400-seat  all-Negro  theater 
will  be  constructed  by  J.  G.  Lonh  and  Jack 
Farr.  .  .  .  House  will  feature  all-Negro  cast 
films.  ...  •  The  new  1,200-seat  Palace, 
in  Seguin,  Tex.,  replacing  one  which  was 
destroyed    by    a    mysterious   explosion   early 

last  year,  has  been  opened. 

*  *  * 

"THE  Uptown,  Cairo,  111.,  operated  by 
'  Earl  Stout,  has  been  repainted,  in- 
side and  out.  .  .  .  Seats  recovered,  new 
carpet  laid  and  a  new  refrigeration 
unit  installed.  .  .  .  House  has  also  re- 
vised its  admission  price  schedule.  .  .  . 
Matinees,  nine  and  20  cents.  .  .  .  Eve- 
nings 9  and  25  cents.  .  .  .  •  New  pro- 
jection equipment  and  a  larger  screen 
were  installed  in  the  Orpheum,  Hills- 
boro, III.,  unit  of  the  Frisina  Amuse- 
ment Co.  ...  •  In  Clinton,  Mo.,  Frank 
Woodruff  &  Son,  general  contractors, 
are  pushing  construction  of  the  new 
Uptown  theater  being  erected  by  J.  T. 
Goshen,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.  as  a  replace- 
ment for  his  theater  destroyed  by  fire 
July  11.  .  .  .  New  house  will  be  a 
700-seater.  .  .  .  •  Ray  Leanettew,  who 
recently  sold  the  300-seat  Roxy,  in 
Huntsville,  Mo.,  is  contemplating  pur- 
chase of  a  theater  in  west-central  Iowa. 
.  .  .  He  now  owns  the  Palace  theater  in 

Cambridge,  III. 

*  *  * 

C|D  LONG  sends  word  that  Long  Sign  Co., 
Detroit,  has  completed  Michigan  the- 
ater installations  at  the  Almont  Theater, 
Almont,  and  the  Star,  Brooklyn Com- 
pany is  building  a  large  vertical  sign  and 
circular  marquee  at  Walter  Schaefer's  new 
State  Theater,  Wayne,  and  recently  re- 
ceived an  order  for  the  Duke  Theater,  De- 
troit, on  a  unique  marquee  having  flashing 

stars    in    the    background Architect 

Charles  N.  Agree  drew  the  plans.  .  .  . 
•  Harry  VanNoy  is  building  a  new  500- 
seater  in  Middletown,  Ind.  ...  •  In 
Evansville,  Ind.,  the  Fine  Circuit  is  planning 
to  rebuild  the  Woodlawn  Theater,  as  soon 
as  materials  are  available Circuit  offi- 
cials also  announce  construction  of  a  the- 
ater for  colored  people. 

*  *  * 

PLANS  for  the  new  1, 400-seat  house  to 
be  built  in  La  Salle,  III.,  by  the  Great 
States  Circuit,  have  been  completed  by  the 
Chicago  architects,  Rapp  &  Rapp.  .  .  . 
Plans  call  for  a  one-floor  house  of  modern 
design.  .  .  .  .Bids  will  be  called  for  when 
materials  are  available.  ...  •  Fire  in 
the  Pritchard,  in  Pritchard,  Ala.,  originating 
in  the  heating  plant,  did  small  damage.  .  .  . 
Heater  had  been  condemned  five  days  prior 
to  the  fire.  .  .  •  In  Chicago,  Bob  Engel, 
sales  manager  of  the  DeVry  Corp.,  says 
that  the  company  will  have  an  exhibit  at 
the  School  Supply  Convention,  in  the  Palmer 
House,  starting  the  15th.  .  .  .  Company 
also  has  plans  for  improved  projector  models 
covering  both  16  and  35  mm.  lines.  .  .  . 
Marvin  Pearman  has  joined  the  service 
department  of  DeVry.  .  .  .  Special  Projects 
Division,  under  Bob  Brennan,  is  now  func- 
tioning at  the  company's  general  headquar- 
ters. ...  •  In  Northampton,  Mass.,  im- 
provements which  will  include  new  seats, 
new  booth  equipment  and  display  signs  will 
be  undertaken  by  the  Academy  of  Music, 
municipal  motion  picture  theater,  in   1947. 


Rug  Industry  Leader 
Sees  '47  As  Top  Year 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
see  no  reason  why  this  year  shouldn't 
prove  the  most  constructive  the  in- 
dustry ever  encountered.  Barring  un- 
foreseen  labor   difficulties,   or  other 
unanticipated  problems,  he  said  th 
industry  is  in  excellent  condition  t< 
realize  its  potentials. 

Wise  explained  that  while  final 
figures  on  the  1946  dollar  volume  of 
the  industry  are  not  yet  available, 
it  is  anticipated  the  total  will  be 
approximately  $210,000,000.  This 
compares  with  $205,000,000  in  1941. 

The  raw  material  situation  is  sat- 
isfactory, Wise  said,  with  the  pos- 
sible exception  of  jute.  There  is 
sufficient  wool  on  hand,  he  added,  not 
to  make  this  a  matter  of  concern  at 
the  present  time. 

Wise  predicted  that  a  return  to 
the  buyer's  market  may  be  expected 
late  in  1947.  However,  a  large  un- 
filled backlog  of  business  still  re- 
mains for  theaters,  hotels,  stores, 
and  all  types  of  public  institutions. 

Anticipating  both  the  large  vol- 
ume market  and  the  possibility  of  a 
rapid  shift  to  a  buyer's  market,  the 
Bigelow  company  has  a  sizable  plant 
improvement  program  under  way. 
As  part  of  the  overall  program,  the 
company  has  just  completed  remodel- 
ing its  Chicago  dealer  showrooms  in 
the  Merchandise  Mart  and  expects  to 
re-establish  warehouse  facilities  in 
Chicago  early  this  year. 


Victor  Animatograph  Sets 
Visual  Ed  Scholarship 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
Dick  Waldow,  South  St.  Paul,  by  the 
Victor  Animatograph  Corp.,  Daven- 
port, la.  A  similar  award  went  to 
Naurice  Koonce,  Tucson,  Ariz.,  who 
was  unable  to  attend  the  Congress. 

Awards,  set  up  this  year  by  S.  G. 
Rose,  vice-president  of  Victor,  for 
the  furtherance  of  study  in  visual 
education,  may  be  used  at  any  State 
Agricultural  College  in  the  United 
States  or  any  other  college  of  the 
winner's  choice  upon  application  to 
the  National  Committee  on  Boys  and 
Girls  Club  Work. 


Hygienic  Allots  $10,000 
On  New  Photographic  Lab 


Wilmington,  O.  —  Approximate^ 
$10,000  is  being  spent  here  bj 
Hygienic  Productions  to  install  anc 
equip  a  complete  photographic  lab' 
oratory  in  its  new  home  office  build 
ing. 

Company's  units  required  over  60, 
000  stills  last  year  and  will  use  ai 
estimated  100,000  during  1947,  ac 
cording  to  Kroger  Babb,  genera 
manager.  Two  hundred  square  fee 
of  floor  space  in  the  basement  of  th 
new  Hygiene  building  is  being  give 
over  to  the  photo  lab.  Mrs.  Doj 
Chew,  studio  manager  and  a  special 
ist  in  retouching  and  reproductio: 
work,  has  been  signed  to  head  th 
lab  forces. 


Friday,  January  10,  1947 


#t 


WUIY 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


Louisville  Drive-In 
Plans  Second  Stand 


( Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
f  Shively  and  about  four  miles  from 
Louisville  city  limits.  Site  is  on  the 
(East  side  of  the  highway  in  a  fast 
■Trowing  section  between  Louisville 
und  Fort  Knox,  one  of  the  nation's 
largest  military  establishments. 
Land  was  leased  for  ten  years  with 
the  privilege  of  buying  or  renewing 
the  lease.  It  has  a  750-foot  frontage 
on  Dixie  Highway,  adjacent  to  sec- 
ondary highway  facilities. 

Drive-in  will  have  an  800-car 
Rapacity  and  the  estimated  cost  is 
.placed  at  $85,000  and  grading  will 
oegin  within  the  next  month,  but 
Morrow  said  completion  will  depend 
ibn  CPA  decisions  on  materials. 

The  Louisville  Drive-In  Theater 
Jbo.  has  operated  a  600-car  drive-in 
[bheater  on  Shelbyville  Road,  about 
pro  miles  east  of  suburban  St.  Mat- 
thews, since  1941. 

Both  theaters  will  install  new  type 
jbpeakers  for  each  automobile  with 
ndividual  sound  control.  George  A. 
labeling,  Cleveland  architect,  drew 
plans  for  the  new  theater.  Morrow 
(v;vill  be  general  manager  of  both  the- 
I  liters  which  are  indies  and  are  oper- 
ated on  the  suburban  policy. 

Memphis  Chain  Plans 
Nationwide  Circuit 


Warner  Chemical  and  Camouflage  Experts 

Devise  Fog  and  Mist  Control  for  JMew  Pic 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
'Hollywood — New  device  for  the  controlled  spread  cf  mist  or  fog  was  placed 
in  operation  today  on  the  set  of  Warner  Bros.'  "The  Woman  in  White." 
Machine  was  devised  by  Director  Peter  Godfrey  and  Warner  technicians  who 
had  worked  in  chemical  warfare  and  camruflage  units  during  World  War  II. 
Mystery  drama  starring  Alexis  Smith,  Eleanor  Parker,  Sydney  Greenstreet 
and  Gig  Young  takes  place  in  the  south  of  England,  making  it  necessary  to 
simulate  morning  and  evening  mist.  New  gadget  consists  of  a  pressure  gun 
which  forces  air  through  two  cylinders,  containing  glacial  acetic  acid  and  hexa- 
clotherol.  Mixture  passes  through  a  trough  filled  with  dry  ice  and  produces 
a  stratum  mist  which  remains  about  two  inches  above  the  ground  for  an  indefi- 
nite period.     Mist  ceiling  can  be  raised  or  lowered  by  varying  the  mixture. 


NEW  THEATERS 


( Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
ais    partner,    Bernard    Haberfeld    in 
laberfeld  &  Flexer  Theater  Co.,  and 
iince  Jan.  1  has  been  operating  his 
jwn  company,  Flexer  Theaters,  Inc. 
■le   is   negotiating   for   property    in 
1  lowntown    Memphis    on    which    he 
olans  to  construct  an  office  building. 
-    Flexer    announced    plans    for    ex- 
pensive   remodeling    of    all    existing 
|heaters  in  the  chain,  starting  with 
he  Ritz  in  Memphis,  where  he  has 
Achieved  an   outstanding  success   of 
iresenting  first-run  English  pictures, 
for  several  months. 

As   soon   as   the  problems   inci- 
lental  to    the    remodeling   program 
an  be  solved,  probably  by  next  Sum- 
ner, Flexer  plans  to  travel  about  the 
.  Jnited    States    and    make    arrange- 
ments   to    open    theaters    in    many 
.jnajor  cities. 

J    Remodeling    of   the   Ritz   will   in- 
clude   redecoration    and    installation 
'f  widely-spaced  lounge-type  seats. 
■Ie  envisioned  a  program  in  the  near 
'uture    that   will    include    glass    in- 
closed loges   for  private   parties   or 
individuals  on  a  reserved  seat  basis. 
Honest  advertising  that  will  elim- 
inate colossals"  and  tell  the  public 
'hat  to  expect.    Specialized  theaters 
'here  patrons   know   their  type   of 
icture  is  shown.    Check  rooms  are 
lso    part     of     future    plans,     said 
'  ^lexer. 

The    number    of    theaters    in    the 

|  hain  has  risen  to  ten,  with  the  ad- 

ition  of  theaters  at  Waverly,  Lin- 

hien    and    Watertown,    Tennessee. 


Grafton  Strand  Ready 

Grafton,  N.  D. — The  new  700-seat 
Strand  is  expected  to  open  soon, 
according  to  Oscar  Henricksen,  op- 
erator. 


Bagley  Pic  Operating 

Bagley,  Minn. — The  new  Pic  The- 
ater has  opened. 


Warner  Opens  in  Salem,  Ky. 

Salem,  Ky. — The  new  Warner  The- 
ater here,  built  and  owned  by  L. 
Conyer,  has  opened.  The  new  mod- 
ern streamlined  350-seater  cost  ap- 
proximately $25,000. 

Anderson  Opens  Laclede 

Laclede,  Mo.  —  The  new  Laclede 
Theater  has  opened  under  the  man- 
agement of  Ford  Anderson. 

Don-Gordon  Theater  Bows 

Houston,  Tex. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ern- 
est H.  Forsythe  have  opened  the 
800-seat  Don-Gordon  Theater  here. 
House  is  named  after  the  couple's 
two  sons.  Baugh  &  Scott  of  San  An- 
tonio were  the  architects. 


Balto.  Town  Opens  Ian.  14 

Baltimore — Opening  date  for  the 
new  Town  Theater  here  has  been 
scheduled  for  Jan.  14.  A  1,500-seat 
first-run  house  in  the  down-town  sec- 
tion, the  building  has  been  under  con- 
struction since  June.  The  owner  is 
Isador  M.  Rappaport  who  also  oper- 
ates the  Hippodrome,  screen  and 
stage  policy  house  here,  and  the  Lit- 
tle Theater. 


First  House  for  Harrison 

Detroit  —  The  Budd  Theater  at 
Harrison,  formerly  a  theaterless 
town,  is  being  opened  by  Mrs.  Pau- 
line Heslop,  who  also  operates  the 
Star  Theater  at  nearby  Gladwin. 


Others  are  Peabody,  in  Memphis; 
the  Varsity  and  Strand  in  Amory, 
Miss.;  the  Towers,  in  Sardis,  Miss., 
and  the  Ritz  and  Royal  in  New 
Albany,  Miss. 

Plans  have  been  approved  for  a 
large  new  theater  in  New  Albany 
and  Magnolia,  which  will  replace  the 
Royal. 

There  will  be  no  change  in  per- 
sonnel, said  Flexer. 


Mora  Paradise  Ready 

Mora,  Minn.  —  The  new  Paradise 
Theater  here  is  ready  for  opening  by 
Ben  Craviehi. 


Albany  Theater  Opens 

Albany,  Ind. — The  Albany  Theater, 
new  530-seater,  has  opened.  Affiliated 
Theaters,  Inc.  is  buying  and  booking. 


New  Cars  Slated  for 
C  &  0  Travelling  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
are  giving  regularly  scheduled  show- 
ings on  a  45  x  60  inch  screen. 

As  was  previously  reported,  the 
C  &  O  has  signed  a  year's  contract 
with  Universal  Pictures  to  exhibit 
the  U-I  releases  on  the  "George 
Washington"  crack  train  operating 
between  Newport  News  and  Cincin- 
nati, and  later  on  the  "Chessie" 
which  will  carry  the  specially  built 
theater  cars.  Each  film  will  run  for 
two  weeks.  No  admission  charge 
will  be  made  since  the  C  &  O  is 
making  the  three  nightly  showings 
part  of  regular  service  to  its  pas- 
sengers. In  this  connection,  it  is  re- 
called that  C  &  O  has  withdrawn 
from  the  American  Association  of 
Railroads  which  is  being  sued  by  the 
Department  of  Justice  with  one  of 
the  allegations  being  an  attempt  to 
block  the  showing  of  motion  pictures 
on  trains. 
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the  film  editor  on  his  way*  •  • 


CRUDE  as  this  shot  seems  to  us  now. 
it  opened  a  young  industry's  eyes 
to  a  new  way  of  making  motion  pic- 
tures— and  started  the  film  editor  on  his 
way  to  his  present  important  position. 
Today,  working  closely  with  director 
or  producer,  the  film  editor  is  respon- 
sible for  much  of  a  picture's  continuity, 
its   smooth  flow  and   rhythm.   On   his 


creative  understanding  of  theme  and 
mood... his  feeling  for  pace  and  its  effect 
on  drama... rests  a  large  part  of  a  pic- 
ture's ultimate  success. 

And  top-flight  photographic  quality, 
contributed  by  the  family  of  Eastman 
motion  picture  films,  gives  the  film  ed- 
itor the  help  he  needs  if  he  is  to  carry 
out  his  responsibility  to  the  full. 


EASTMAN  KODAK  COMPANY 

ROCHESTER  4,  N.  Y. 
J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT  LEE  •  CHICAGO  •  HOLLYWOOD 


M.  F.  Production  Dist. 

28  W.  44th  St.  21st  floor 

New  York  N.  Y. 
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HSTRIBS.  ASK  COURT  FOB  D€CR€€  CHBnC€S 

MP  A  A  Replies  To  Fears  of  U.S.  Cultural  Inroads 


hnston  Aide  Sees  Type 
!f  Culture  Benton  Plans 
s  Synthetic  and  Failing 

ishington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Assistant    Secretary 

State    William    H.    Benton's    re- 

rks    attributing    to    "Hollywood" 

the  basis  of  a  "fear"  of  Amer- 

|n    culture    by    European    nations 

ought  a  sharp  and  scathing  reply 

er     the     week  -  end     from     Joyce 

Kara,    assistant   to   MPAA  presi- 

nt  Eric  A.  Johnston. 

"What  the  American  people  fear," 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


orm  Industry  Unit  For 
reek  Orphans  Relief 


Nation-wide  organization  will  be 
tablished  tomorrow  for  the  pur- 
se of  raising  $1,200,000  wholly 
thin  the  industry  to  save  15,000 
■eek  children  orphaned  by  the  war. 
Ad -publicity  representatives  of 
stributing  companies  in  honoring 
'yros  P.  Skouras  at  a  luncheon 
seting  last  Friday  at  the  Hotel 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


SMPE's  Convention 
In  Chicago  Apr.  21 

Chicago  —  SMPE's  Spring  conven- 
tion will  get  under  way  at  the  Drake 
Hotel  here  on  April  21.  Will  DeVry 
of  DeVry  Corp.  is  chairman  of  the 
Chicago  entertainment  committee 
for  the  convention.  SMPE  meeting 
last  week  heard  Will  Eddy  of  tele 
station  W  B  K  B  predict  prominent 
position  of  films  in  future  video  pro- 
gramming. 


icero  Palace  Acquires 
ine  RKO  Pix  Via  Bidding 

Cicero,  111.— The   Palace   Theater 

re  has  won  out  in  the  bidding  for 
le  RKO  features  in  the  local  ex- 
riment  with  competitive  bidding, 
was  learned  over  the  week-end. 
The  Palace  has  well  offered  the  top 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Detroit-Made  Film 
Gets  Downtown  Run 

Detroit  —  "The  Story  of  Ken- 
neth Randall,  MD,"  currently  appear- 
ing at  the  Palms-State,  is  the  first 
full-length  Detroit-made  movie  to 
play  in  a  downtown  theater.  Jam 
Handy  Organization  of  Detroit  made 
the  pic  and  about  10  per  cent  of 
the  scenes  were  taken  in  Detroit 
hospitals,  hotels  and  nearby  land- 
scape. According  to  Haford  Kerbawy, 
director,  225  Detroiters  appear  in 
the  picture. 


GOP  Opposition  to 
Trade  Pads  Growing 


Washington   Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Growing  Republican 
opposition  at  the  week-end  threat- 
ened the  administration's  reciprocal 
trade  program. 

Led  by  Senate  Majority  Leader 
Wallace  White  of  Maine,  a  group  of 
leaders  expressed  opposition  to  the 
program  ranging  from  skepticism 
to  flat  objections.  Joining  White  in 
denouncing  the  program  were  Sen- 
ators Brewster  of  Maine,  Butler  of 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 

PRC  Acquires  Frisco 
Exchange  from  Sobel 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood- — PRC  has  acquired  its 
San  Francisco  exchange  from  Sam 
Sobel,  Harry  H.  Thomas,  president 
and  general  sales  manager,  revealed 
Friday  on  his  return  to  the  studio 
from  a  trip  to  San  Francisco  and 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


"Big  Five"  Ask  Right  to  Acquire  Theaters  and  Would 
Defer  Effective  Date  of  Key  Competitive  Bidding 
Paragraphs  Until  90  Days  After  Highest  Court  Acts 

"The  Big  Five" — Paramount,  Loew's,  RKO,  Warners  and 
20th-Fox — by  motion,  jointly  called  upon  the  New  York  Statu- 
tory Court  Friday  to  amend  and  modify  its  conclusions  of  law 

and  judgment  in  the  Government's 

Michigan  ITO  Meets    &%£* in  four  partIeulars' ask" 

1.    Provision  be  made  to  per- 


an  ITO  Meets 
On  Decree  Thursday 


Detroit— The  ITO  of  Michigan  will 
meet  in  special  session  at  the  Statler 
Hotel  here  Thursday  to  discuss  the 
effects  of  the  Statutory  Court's  de- 
cision in  the  Government's  equity 
suit,  it  was  announced  over  the  week- 
end by  President  Sam  Carver. 

Carver  on  Friday  voiced  his  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  decree  refer- 
ring to  it  "as  an  awful  kick  in  the 
face  for  independent  exhibitors." 
"We  would  have  been  better  off  if 
the  Government  had  never  started 
the    proceedings,"    asserted    Carver. 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Don  Woods  Appointed 
WB's  Dallas  Manager 


Don  Woods,  formerly  branch  man- 
ager for  Warners  in  Milwaukee,  has 
been  promoted  by  Ben  Kalmenson, 
vice-president  and  general  sales  man- 
ager, to  manager  of  the  Dallas  office, 
which  is  now  part  of  the  territory 
under  the  supervision  of  Norman 
Ayers,  Southern  division  sales  man- 
ager. 

Woods  will  take  over  his  new  post 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


16mm.  Rentals  at  35mm.  Level 

WB  to  Ask  Same  BO  Scales  Down  Under 


mit   the   circuit-owning   defend- 


For  full  text  of  motion  jointly  filed 
Friday  by  counsel  for  the  "Big  Five," 
seeking  changes  in  the  Statutory 
Court's  judgment  and  conclusions  of 
law  in  the  New  York  equity  suit,  see 
Page  6  of  today's  edition. 


ants  to  acquire  theaters  or  inter- 
ests in  theaters  in  order  to  pro- 
tect their  investments,  and  to 
enter  a  competitive  field  pro- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

New  Houses  Replace 
Astor,  Victoria  in  '48 


Two  new  theaters  and  a  five  story 
office  building,  all  in  one  unit,  have 
been  planned  for  construction  after 
the  Summer  of  1948,  City  Investing 
Company  revealed  to  The  Film 
Daily  over  the  week-end. 

New  structure,  costing  at  least 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Mich.  Variety  Will  Give 
$90,000  to  Cancer  Fund 


Detroit — Variety  Club  of  Michigan 
will  make  presentation  of  $90,000  to 
American  Cancer  Society  for  Cancer 
Research.  Local  club  broke  pre- 
cedent in  the  industry  a  year  ago  by 
establishing  liaison  with  cancer  con- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Sydney  (By  Air  Mail) — Warners 
will  ask  the  same  rentals  for  its  16 
mm.  versions  Down  Under  that  it 
specifies  for  its  35  mm.  prints,  it  was 
indicted  by  Stanley  Higgison,  gen- 
eral manager  for  Warners  in  Aus- 
tralia, on  his  return  from  a  visit  to 
the  U.  S. 

Higgison,  outlining  Warner  policy, 
said  the  company  would  sell  16  mm. 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Keenan  to  Germany 
For  Survey  of  Labor 

Chicago  —  Joseph  Keenan,  secre- 
tary of  the  Chicago  Federation  of 
Labor,  who  was  under  consideration 
as  arbitrator  in  the  Hollywood  juris- 
dictional strike,  has  been  selected 
by  War  Department  to  go  to  Ger- 
many to  assist  Gen.  Lucius  Clay  in 
a  survey  of  German  labor  conditions. 
President  William  Green,  AFL  prexy, 
urged  the  appointment.  Keenan  was 
in  Germany  several  months  last  year 
with  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General 
making  labor  surveys  for  the  War 
Department. 
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to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York  18.  N.  Y.  Phone  BRvant  9-7117,  9-7118, 
9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address  Film- 
day,  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD.  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older.  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  St.  NW.  Phone.  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO.  45.  111.— Joseph  Esler.  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave..  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart.  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mam- 
Louise  Blanco.  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Sandhurst  Bldg.  ALGIERS— 
Paid  Saffar,  Filmafric.  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald.  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL — Ray 
Carmichael.  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Drov,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave..  Punchbowl.  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys. 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Rav- 
mond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen- Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss.  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME — 
John  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone.  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojanskv,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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Ed  Leonard  Expires 

Hartford,  Conn. — Edward  J.  Leon- 
ard, Loew's  Poli  Theater  employe 
for  the  past  nine  years,  who  retired 
last  May,  died  in  McCook  Hospital. 


comino  mid  Gome 


HARRY  GITTLESON  returned  to  New  York 
from    Chicago    over   the   week-end. 

SAMUEL  WHEELER,  Film  Classics  sales  mana- 
ger, is  in  Washington  to  confer  with  FC  local 
execs,  about  world-premiere  re-release  of  Kor- 
da's  "Thief  of  Bagdad"  which  opens  at  the 
Metropolitan,  Jan.  16.  Then  to  Philly  for  sales 
confab    on    "The    Westerner." 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  Warners'  playdate  de- 
partment, spent  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
in  the  Philadelphia  and  Washington  exchanges. 
He  leaves  tomorrow  for  Cleveland  and  Pitts- 
burgh. 

SAMUEL  GOLDWYN  and  MRS.  GOLDWYN 
left  for  Hollywood  yesterday  where  he  starts 
immediate    production    on    "The    Bishop's   Wife." 

HAL  HORNE  and  ARMAND  DEUTSCH,  top 
execs,  of  Story  Prods.,  returned  to  the  Coast 
over  the  week-end  following  a  board  meeting 
in    New    York. 

HASKELL  MASTERS,  Canadian  district  mana- 
ger for  Warners  was  a  New  York  visitor  over 
the    week-end    for    home    office    conferences. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  has  returned 
to  Miami  after  interrupting  his  vacation  four 
days. 

CHARLES  K.  STERN,  assistant  treasurer  for 
Loew's,    returns   today  from    St.    Louis. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  exploitation  head 
for  M-G-M,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Chica- 
go. 

FRANCES  GIFFORD,  M-G-M  star,  is  in  town 
from    the    Coast. 

BARNEY  GERARD,  producer  of  "Bringing  Up 
Father"  for  Monogram,  flew  from  the  Coast 
to  Chicago  over  the  week-end  to  handle  ex- 
ploitation of  the  film  prior  to  Windy  City 
opening. 

ARNOLD    VAN    LEER,     Paramount    field 
has    returned     to    his     Boston     desk 
York. 

LEZA    HOLLAND    is    in    Boston    on 
trip    in    connection    with     filming    sequences 
RKO    Radio's    "Indian    Summer." 
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SGP's  Bateman  East 
For  Sales  Conferences 


F.  A.  Bateman,  general  sales  man- 
ager of  Screen  Guild  Prods,  is  en 
route  East  from  the  West  for  re- 
gional sales  conferences  in  Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh,  will 
arrive  in  New  York  Jan.  20  for  East- 
ern sales  conferences  with  Robert  L. 
Lippert,  distribution  chief  of  Screen 
Guild;  William  Pizor,  foreign  depart- 
ment head,  and  Nat  Beier,  Eastern 
sales  rep.  On  Jan.  27  he  will  open  a 
week  of  sales  meetings  in  Chicago 
with  Harry  Lorch,  Screen  Guild  Chi- 
cago manager  and  various  theater 
circuit  heads  in  mid-West  area. 
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CURTIS  BERNHARDT,  who  just  finished  di- 
recting "Possessed"  at  Warners'  studio,  arrived 
in    New   York  from   the  Coast  on  Saturday. 

NOEL  MEADOW  left  over  the  week-end  for 
Washington  to  handle  details  for  the  opening 
of  "Francois,  le  Premier,"  French  film,  at  the 
Lust  Hippodrome. 

MONCKTON  HOFFE,  British  playwright,  ar- 
rived   here   yesterday   on   the   S.   S.   America. 

A.  BURT,  keeper  of  the  famous  Old  Bailey 
prison,  arrived  yesterday  aboard  the  S.  S. 
America,  Hollywood-bound  to  be  technical  ad- 
viser for  the  -David  O.  Selznick  production  of 
"The   Paradine   Case." 

MICHAEL  REDGRAVE,  British  star,  arrived 
yesterday   aboard    the  S.   S.   America. 

GRISELDA  HARVEY,  actress,  in  New  York 
from    London    via   the   S.   S.    America. 

JEAN  WEBSTER  BROUGH,  actress,  in  from 
England   to  visit   her   aunt,    Dame    May   Whitty. 

PAMELA  FITZGERALD,  sister  of  Geraldine 
Fitzgerald,  film  star,  arrived  yesterday  aboard 
the  S.   S.   America. 

I.  TEITEL,  managing  director  of  World  Play- 
house, leaving  Chicago  for  New  York  for 
foreign    film    conferences. 

SAM  BERNS,  former  FILM  DAILY  staff  writer, 
and  LIONEL  TOLL,  indie  producer,  start  on  a 
motor   trip    today,    California    bound. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  and  his  wife  arrived 
in  New  York  this  morning  from  Hollywood. 
Actor  plans  to  remain  here  for  several  weeks, 
in  the  meantime  confabbing  with  UA  biggies 
on    business. 

LOUIS  HYMAN,  vee-pee  and  sales  manager 
of  Sol  Lesser  Productions,  enplaned  for  Lon- 
don over  the  week-end.  Four-week  trip  in  Europe 
includes  exploitation  plans  on  "The  Red  House," 
starring    Edward    G.    Robinson. 

HARRY  KOSINER,  Eastern  rep.  for  Edward 
Small,  left  for  the  West  Coast  over  the  week- 
end   to    discuss    1947    prod,    plans   with    Small. 

Johnston  in  Hollywood; 
Frisco  Next,  Then  East 


Para.'s  Western  Sales  Rd 
Starts  Field  Control  Plan 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Eric  A.  Johnston  ar- 
rived here  Sunday  night  from  Phoe- 
nix, where  he  has  been  resting. 
Johnston  will  spend  today  in  Holly- 
wood, reporting  at  a  luncheon  meet- 
ing of  studio  heads  and  production 
executives  on  his  trip  to  England 
last  Fall,  and  presenting  an  AMPA 
board  meeting.  He  leaves  tonight 
for  a  one-day  stop  in  San  Francisco 
before  returning  East. 


L 


MIAMI  BEACH 

OCEAN  FRONT  •  40th  to  41st  St«. 
Reservations  Inolted  •  Walter  Jacobs 


West  Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DA 

Los  Angeles  —  George  A.  Sn.! 
Paramount  Western  division  e\ 
manager,  has  put  into  effect  d 
pany's  new  policy  of  co~  Re- 
operations of  his  division  .  .1 
field,  a  two-day  meeting  here  of 
trict  and  branch  managers  un 
his  jurisdiction.  Heretofore,  Sm 
who  arrived  last  week  to  set  up  he 
quarters,  supervised  his  terri: 
from  New  York. 


IS.  Y.  THEATERS 


■g-RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL| 

Rockefeller  Center 

"TILL  THE  CLOUDS  ROLL  BY 

With   13   BIC  STARS 
in  Technicolor    •    An  M-G-M  Pictur 
SPECTACULAR  STAGE  PRESENTATION 
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ON  SCREEN 
HELD  OVER! 

1st  N.Y.  Showing! 

'THE  RETURN  OF 
MONTE  CRISTO' 

LOUIS  HAYWARD 
BARBARA  BRITTON 
A  Columbia  Picture 
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''Best  film  this  year  from 
Hollywood!"— n.  y.  times 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous  A    CTr\D 

Performances     /llj   J.    V^/IV 
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Now  Playing 

RIALTO  THEATER 

42nd   Street   and    Broadway 

"MURDER  IN  REVERSE" 

(A  Four  Continents  Release) 
Quote 

Ingenious    .    .    .    Stirring    .    .    .    Supei 

Cn-Quo 

Alton  Cook.  N.  T.  World  Telegra 
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George  COULOURIS  Jeff  DONNELL  Steven  GERAY  Ralph  MORGAN  John  KELLOGG 

Screenplay  by  Ian  McLellan  Hunter  •  Based  on  the  radio  program  "Mr.  District  Attorney"  created  by  Phillips  H.  Lo 
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GOP  Opposition  to 
Trade  Pads  Growing 

(Continued  from  Page  1  I 

Nebraska,  Capehart  of  Indiana, 
Hickenloper  of  Iowa  and  Wiley  of 
Wisconsin. 

Similar  opposition  came  from 
House  members. 

The  Committee  for  Reciprocity  In- 
formation opens  hearings  on  the 
question  today.  MPAA  already  has 
filed  a  brief  with  the  committee 
firmly  backing  the  reciprocal  trade 
program. 

President  Truman,  in  his  economic 
message  to  Congress,  urged  the  con- 
tinuation and  extension  of  the  pro- 
gram as  well  as  backing  the  Inter- 
national  Trade   Organization. 


m 


Mich.  Variety  Will  Give 
$90,000  to  Cancer  Fund 


trol  groups  as  major  charitable 
activity,  and  is  following  through 
with  this  donation,  raised  chiefly 
through  theater  collections  in 
Wayne,  Macomb,  and  Oakland  coun- 
ties of  Detroit  metropolitan  area. 

Walter  Winchell  has  been  asked  to 
make  formal  presentation  on  behalf 
of  the  industry  at  a  dinner  here  ten- 
tatively set  for  either  Jan.  31  or 
Feb.  7. 


Four  Goldwyn  Flacks 
Off  on  "Years"  Mission 


Ben  Washer,  Bill  Ruder,  Llewellyn 
Miller  and  Shirley  Strickler  begin  a 
nation-wide  tour  today  as  personal 
reps,  of  Samuel  Goldwyn,  taking  to 
members  of  the  RKO  organization, 
newspaper  editors,  critics  and  the- 
ater circuits  the  story  of  "The  Best 
Years  of  Our  Lives." 

During  the  first  leg  of  their  tour, 
the  group  will  cover  Denver,  Omaha, 
Des  Moines,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis, 
Indianapolis,  Detroit,  Oklahoma 
City,  Dallas,  Ft.  Worth,  New  Or- 
leans, Memphis,  Nashville,  Louis- 
ville, Cincinnati,  Columbus,  Miami, 
Atlanta,  Washington,  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland, 
Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Syracuse. 


FC  Promotes  Miss  Tillman 

Jeannette  Tillman,  executive  sec- 
retary to  Eugene  Arnstein,  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  Film  Classics,  has 
been  upped  to  head  of  purchasing 
department,  where  she  will  also  be 
in  charge  of  transportation  and  ac- 
counts receivable  department  for  FC 
branches. 


SEflD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIflGS  TO: 

Jan.  13 
Mr.    Donald    Duck  Kay   Francis 
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Monday  Horning  Memos 

•  •  •  TODAY'S  BEST  BET:  Before  1947  has  run  its  course,  there'll 
be  cm  affiliation  of  sorts  between  Sam  Goldwyn  and  J.  Arthur  Rank 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Hill  man  Periodicals  has  acquired  Screen 
Guide  magazine  from  Triangle  Publications  and  will  take  over  starting 
with  the  April  issue.  ...  •  Louis  Schlussel,  Detroit  pioneer  exhib., 
and  the  missus  are  celebrating  their  golden  wedding  anniversary.  .   .  . 

•  Zinsey  N.  Merritt  is  the  new  vice-prexy  in  charge  of  traffic  of  the 
Railway  Express  Agency,  stepping  up  from  the  post  of  general  manager 
of  public  relations.  ...  •  You  have  the  word  of  UA's  Sammy  Cohen 
that  the  70,000th  customer  to  see  Jane  Russell  in  "The  Outlaw"  at  Lon- 
don's Pavilion  Theater  was  a  Mr.  Fred  Outlaw,  of  Manor  Park,  London, 

who  was  accompanied  by  the  missus You  also  have  the  word   of 

the  irrepressible  Sammy  that  Mr.  Outlaw's  comment,  after  the  screening, 
was:    "It   is   easy    to   see    why   this    film    has    busted   all    records.".   .    . 

•  The  Denver  Post  has  recognized  Bob  Selig's  services  in  heading 
the  final  USO  drive  in  Colorado,  by  placing  him  in  its  Gallery  of  Fame 

The  campaign,  led  by   the  Fox   Intermountain  exec,  raised  S157,- 

164.  ...  •  Joe  Heppner,  of  Metropolitan  Photos,  for  the  15th  consecu- 
tive year  chairmans  a  Talent  Committee  at  the  Press  Photographers  Ball 
at  the  Waldorf,  on  February  7th,  ...  •  RZO  Theater  managers  have 
been  authorized  to  participate  in  the  March  of  Dimes  Theater  Week, 
wherever  theater  owners  of  prominence  in  local  communities  request  it. 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Twelve  Australian  veterans  are  enrolled 
in    the    first   of   Metro's    training   classes   in    16   mm.,   down   under.    .    .    . 

•  That  forthcoming  productions  may  be  slanted  towards  greater  ac- 
ceptance in  the  British  market,  Walter  Wanger  is  conferring  with  Cyril 
Connelly,  English  author  and  editor  of  Horizon  Magazine,  now  visiting 
Hollywood.  ...  •  His  many  industry  friends  are  delighted  that  Guy 
de  Berc  is  the  new  general  manager  of  the  French  Line  for  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada.  ...  •  Martha  Vickers  goes  to  Ann  Arbor  on  Feb.  2,  to  be 
queen  of  the  Junior  Hop  at  the  U.  of  Michigan,  ...  •  With  J.  Arthur 
Rank  planning  early  Spring  release  here  of  "Great  Expectations,"  a  sec- 
ond   Dickens    classic,    "Oliver    Twist,"    will    be    produced   by    Cineguild, 

Rank   affiliate The   last   American  version  of   "Great   Expectations" 

was  produced  by  Universal  in  '34,  while  there  has  been  no  Hollywood 
picturization    of    "Oliver    Twist"    since    1933,    when   Monogram    made    it. 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  "Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here,"  produced 
by  Esquire  Magazine  with  the  co-operation  of  leading  American  indus- 
trial concerns,  will  be  previewed  at  the  Monte  Carlo  Jan.  21,  with  cock- 
tails   following    the    invitation    screening Pic,    made    in    color,    has 

been  in  work  for  the  last  two  years.  ...  •  There'll  be  a  complete 
survey  of  film  conditions  at  the  annual  luncheon  meeting  of  the  AITO 
of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia's  Warwick  Hotel,  on  the  28th. 

•  Didja  know  that  the  idea  which  sprouted  cinematically  to  become 
"Stairway   To  Heaven"   originated   with   Robin   J.   Cruikshank,   while   he 

was  wartime  head  of  the  British  MOI's  Film  Division? Cruikshank, 

now  in   our   midst,   has  yet   to  see   the  picture,   by   the    'way He 

planted  the  idea  of  the  story  during  a  dinner  attended  by  Eric  Press- 
burger  and  Michael  Powell,  in  the  basement  of  a  small  French  res- 
taurant, with  bombs  falling  outside.  ...  •  A  trip  to  the  Variety  Club's 
international  convention  in  May,  at  Los  Angeles,  will  be  awarded  to 
each  salesman  of  the  Screen  Guild  force  in  Texas  who  exceeds  the 
quota  for  the  next  four  months.  ...  •  Ralph  Foster,  who  has  been 
on  loan  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  the  Australian  Government  to 
head  its  National  Films  Board,  is  returning  to  Canada. 


Form  Industry  Unit  Foi 
Greek  Orphans  Re!i  < 

'Continued  from  Page  1  > 
Astor,  pledged  co-operation  to  Be 
jamin   H.   Serkowich   and   S.   Barr 
McCormick,  co-chairmen  of  th<?  pu 
licity  committee. 

Meeting's  purpose,  outlines  ,jy 
Fabian  and  Xed  Depinet,  who  wi 
Jack  Cohn,  are  co-chairmen   of  t! 
drive  committee,  was  to  plan  dram 
tizing  need  for  immediate  action 
aid  the  Greek  War  Relief  Associ 
tion  and  the  Welfare  Department 
the  Greek  Government  in  "adoptirj 
Greek  orphans  for  one  year.  Eigh 
dollars  contributed  by  the  indust 
plus  40  from  the  Greek  governme 
will  help  to  keep  one  child  alive  f 
one  year. 

Attending  Friday's  meeting  wer 
Xed  Depinet,  Si  Fabian,  S.  Barr 
McCormick,  Benjamin  H.  Serkowi;- 
Harry  Buckley,  Charles  Schlaift 
Leon  Bamberger,  Sam  Shain,  Mori 
Kinzler,  Ed  Solomon,  Hal  Dans* 
Al  Zimbalist,  Max  Youngstein,  Ha; 
Linet,  Sam  Rosen,  Si  Fabian,  J 
Don  Gillette,  Phil  Laufer,  Ray  Mj 
ray,  Wdliam  Plunkert,  Joseph  Sta 
and  Stirling  Silliphant. 


PRC  Acquires  Frisco 
Exchange  from  Sobel 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Seattle.     Deal    is    effective    imme 
iately,  Thomas  stated. 

Sobel,  original  franchise  holder 
the  Bay  area,  remains  with  the  N« 
PRC  as  district  manager  for  the  f 
West  territory,  while  Ralph  Clai 
formerly  of  United  Artists,  beeoiE 
PRC  branch  manager  in  San  Fra 
cisco. 


San  Francisco — Area  theater  a 
circuit  executives  attended  a  te 
monial  luncheon  Friday  for  S 
Sobel,  PRC  Far  West  district  m 
ager,  who  has  sold  his  local  fr; 
chise  to  PRC,  and  Ralph  Clark,  v. 
becomes  PRC  branch  manager  h« 
starting  today.  Luncheon  was  hi 
at  the  Fairmount  Hotel. 


Nomikos  Tilts  Scale  5c 

Chicago — The  Van  Nomikos  c 
cuit  has  advanced  its  daily  adm 
sion  top  five  cents  to  44  cents. 


Old  Detroit  Habit 

Detroit — Holding  up  the  Jacob- 
son  brothers  is  getting  to  be  an  old 
Detroit  habit.  Edward  Jacobson,  own- 
er of  the  Forest  Theater,  had  his 
seccnd  robbery  within  two  weeks, 
when  an  overnight  thief  ransacked 
the  office,  and  made  off  with  the 
petty  cash,  after  wrecking  the  year's 
records. 

The  same  day  the  first  robbery 
occurred,  his  brother,  Milton  Jacob- 
son,  was  robbed  at  the  Stone  Thea- 
ter, down  Woodward  Avenue  a  mile, 
which  he  owns  independently. 
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.:  w  Houses  Replace 
ilor,  Victoria  in  '48 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
,'300,000,  will  be  built  on  the  site 
fp  occupied  by  the  Astor  and  Vic- 

a  movie  houses  and  the  Fulton, 
L-'^nd  Morosco  legit  houses,  as 
'k^yDinty  Moore's  and  the  build- 

acljoining  it. 

spokesman  for  the  City  Investing 

i  npany     explained     that    commit- 

pts  do  not  permit  demolition  pro- 

!dings  before  May,  1948.   Even  so, 

said,  building  costs,  lack  of  ma- 
jials,  etc.,  make  building  inadvise- 
le  this  year. 

Capacity  of  each  theater  will  be 
jll  over  2,000  seats  apiece.  Several 
Yjor  companies,  including  big  in- 
pendent  producers  have  been  dick- 
ng  for  the  theaters.  So  far  City 
-esting  has  not  made  any  com- 
;ments. 


Dn  Woods  Appointed 

"B's  Dallas  Manager 




w. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mediately,     succeeding     J 
ewe,  who  resigned. 
A    successor     in    the     Milwaukee 
aneh    managership     will     be    an- 
unced    by    Kalmenson    in    a    few 
&rs. 


Distribs.  Ask  Decree  Changes 

'Big  Five'  Ask  Rights  To  Acquire  Theaters 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


icero  Palace  Acquires 
ine  RKO  Pix  Via  Bidding 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

n  for  Metro's  'Rage  in  Heaven." 
3artelstein's  Annette  Theater  via 
;iding  landed  Metro's  "No  Leave, 
b  Love,"  "Two  Smart  People"  and 
'ockeyed  Miracle."  The  Annette 
so  acquired  RKO's  "Great  Day." 


«  Services  Held 

!  Funeral  services  were  held  for 
argaret  Dibden  Pitt,  vetex-an  stage 

,:tress,  who  died  last  week.  Miss 
itt   played    with    E.    H.    Sothern, 

William  Farnum  and  Richard  Mans- 

tald.     She  is  survived  by  two  broth - 


Lloyd  Says  Pratfalls 
Are  Art;  Files  Claim 

San  Francisco  —  According  to 
Harold  Lloyd,  a  pratfall  is  legitimate 
art.  He  has  made  a  court  case  of 
this  dramatic  business.  He  claims  in- 
fringement of  copyright.  In  the 
Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  he 
has  asked  $300,000  damages  from 
Universal.  A  copyright  sequence 
from  his  "Movie  Crazy,"  he  alleges, 
was  used  in  the  defendants  "So's 
Your  Uncle."  In  a  lower  court  Lloyd 
was  awarded  $40,000.  He  appealed 
to  the  higher  court  to  "move  the 
decimal  point  over  one  place."  The 
court  was  treated  to  a  long  disserta- 
tion on  whether  Lloyd's  art  was  mere 
slapstick  and/or  drama.  Decision  is 
due  shortly. 


vided  they  first  establish,  to  the 
Court's  satisfaction,  that  such 
moves  will  not  unduly  restrain 
competition  in  exhibition. 

2.  Provision  be  made  to  fix  a 
maximum  of  two  years  during 
which  pooling  agreements  by 
defendants  with  non-defendants 
(and  leases  involved  in  such 
agreements)  held  to  violate  the 
decree's  pooling  ban  can  be  dis- 
solved. The  decree  already  gives 
the  defendants  two  years  to 
liquidate  holdings  which  they 
have  with  each  other  in  theaters. 

3.  Provision  be  made  to  defer 
the  effective  date  of  the  key 
competitive  bidding  paragraphs 
of  the  decree  (Paragraphs  8  [a] 
and  8  [c]  of  Section  II)  until  90 
days  "after  the  entry  of  final 
judgment  upon  the  mandate  of 
the  Supreme  Court" — a  further 
assurance  that  the  majors  plan 
an  appeal. 

4.  Conclusion  9  (d)  be 
amended  to  read,  "Conspiring 
with  the  distributor  defendants 
to  receive  discriminatory  license 
privileges  are  found  in  Finding 
110  above."  This  conclusion  now 
reads,  "Conspiring  with  the  dis- 
tributor defendants  to  discrim- 
inate against  independent  com- 
petitors in  fixing  minimum  ad- 
mission price,  run,  clearance  and 
other  license  terms." 

At  the  same  time,  the  "Little 
Three'1 — Universal,  Columbia  and 
United  Artists — filed  individual  re- 
quests for  specific  changes.  In  all 
instances,  the  notices  of  motion  ad- 
dressed to  the  ^Government  men- 
tioned no  hearing  date,  leaving  the 
day  and  hour  to  be  directed  by  the 
Court. 

"U's"  Franchise  Request 

Universal  moved  to  have  elim- 
inated that  portion  of  the  decree 
which  prohibits  franchise  deals,  ask- 
ing the  Court  to  make  the  definition 
of  "franchises"  more  explicit  and 
limit  the  decree's  applicability  to 
such  arrangements.  Universal  now 
has  almost  700  deals  of  this  type. 


United  Artist's  asked  for  the 
elimination  of  the  last  sentence  of 
Par.  4  of  Section  II  of  the  decree 
which  reads:  "Whenever  any  clear- 
ance provision  is  attacked  as  not 
legal  under  the  provisions  of  this 
decree,  the  burden  shall  be  upon 
the  distributor  to  sustain  the  legal- 
ity thereof."  UA  also  supported  the 
Big  Five's  request  tor  a  stay  of  the 
effective  date  of  the  auction  selling 
provisions  (Par.  8-a  and  8-c  of  Sect. 
II)  in  the  event  of  an  appeal  until 
90  days  after  the  entry  of  final 
judgment  upon  the  mandate  of  the 
Supreme    Court.    ■ 

Bidding,  Columbia  Target 

Columbia's  motion  also ''asked  for 
delay  in  putting  into  effect  the  com- 
petitive bidding  provisions  if  the  de- 
cree is  appealed.  Columbia  pointed 
out  that  the  proposed  new  method  of 
licensing  is  radically  different  from 
that  now  in  operation,  that  organi- 
zations .  of  independent  exhibitors 
which  sought  to  intervene  in  the 
Court's  action  are  in  strong  opposi- 
tion to  the  proposed  new  system, 
and  that  therefore  the  Court  should 
defer  the  effective  date  of  these  pro- 
visions until  the  Supreme  Court  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  study  and 
understand   the    problems    involved. 


Michigan  ITO  Meets 
On  Decree  Thursday 

(Continued  from  Page  1 1 
"There  is  no  part  of  the  decision  that 
is  favorable  to  the  independent  ex- 
hibitor but  I  had  hoped  the  court 
would  hand  down  something  that 
would  give  the  independent  some  re- 
lief. If  we  want  to  go  into  com- 
petitive bidding,  the  independent  has 
to  put  up  a  big  fight  to  get  an  even 
break,  because  the  man  that  has  a 
circuit  has  a  lot  more  buying  power. 
We  are  just  where  we  were  when  we 
started." 


16mm.  Rentals  at  35mm. 
Levels  for  Australians 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
product  to  communities  which  can 
support  such  ventures  and  in  other 
situations  where  the  development  of 
16  mm.  seems  preferable  to  35  mm. 
The  narrow  gauge  versions  will  be 
restricted  to  bona  fide  or  established 
exhibs.  and  reputable  persons  who 
become  bona  fide  exhibs. 

Warners  will  propose  that  admis- 
sion charges  for  16  mm.  shows  be  at 
the  prevailing  level  for  35  mm. 


Worldwide  Congrats  Cheer 
Zukors'  Golden  Wedding 

An  avalanche  of  congratulatory 
telegrams  from  all  over  the  world 
poured  down  on  Friday,  in  tribute  to 
the  great  respect  in  and  out  of  film 
circles  for  Adolph  Zukor,  chairman 
of  the  board  of  Paramount  Pictures, 
as  he  and  Mrs.  Zukor  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary.  High- 
lighting the  celebration  of  the 
Zukor's  anniversary  was  a  dinner  at 
the  Savoy  Plaza  Hotel. 

Among  old  associates,  family  mem- 
bers, and  intimate  friends  present  at 
the  dinner  were  Barney  Balaban, 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  Austin  C. 
Keough,  Leonard  Goldenson,  George 
Weltner,  Nicholas  and  Joseph 
Schenck,  Jesse  Lasky,  Ed  Weisl, 
Louis  Phillips,  Jack  Goetz,  Ben  Moss, 
William  Gaxton,  and  a  host  of  others. 
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Text  ot"Big  Five"  Motion  tot  Decree  Changes 


CULL  text  of  the  motion  filed  Friday  by 
■  counsel  for  the  "Big  Five"  for  changes 
in  the  judgment  and  conclusions  of  law  in 
the  New  York  equity  suit  follows: 

The  Paramount,  Loew,  RKO,  War- 
ner and  Twentieth  Century-Fox  de- 
fendants move  the  Court  to  amend 
and  modify  its  Conclusions  of  Law 
and  Judgment  heretofore  filed,  in 
the  following  particulars: 

1. 
To  amend  Paragraph   (6)   of  Sec- 
tion III  to  read  as  follows: 

"From  expanding  its  present  theater 
holdings  in  any  manner  whatsoever, 
except  as  permitted  in  the  preceding 
paragraph;  or  except  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  theaters  or  interests 
therein  in  order  to  protect  its  invest- 
ments, or  in  order  to  enter  a  compe- 
tive  field,  if  such  defendant  shall 
show  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court, 
and  the  Court  shall  first  find,  that 
such  acquisition  will  not  unduly  re- 
strain competition  in  the  exhibition  of 
feature  motion  pictures.  Reasonable 
notice  of  the  intention  to  make  any 
such  acquisition  shall  be  served  upon 
the  Attorney  General  and  the  plaintiff 
shall  be  given  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard  with  respect  thereto  before  any 
such  acquisition  shall  be  approved  by 
the  Court." 

The  foregoing  amendment  is 
sought  for  the  reason  that  the  lan- 
guage of  Paragraph  (6)  of  Section 
III  in  the  Judgment  might  be  sus- 
ceptible to  interpretation  at  variance 
with  the  Court's  opinion. 

The  moving  defendants  assume,  in 
the  light  of  the  colloquy  between  the 
Court  and  counsel  appearing  at 
pages  3057  and  3063  of  the  record, 
and  from  the  statements  contained 
in  the  opinion  and  the  Findings  of 
Fact  upon  which  this  injunctive  pro- 
vision must  be  based,  that  it  was  not 
intended  in  this  paragraph  to  en- 
join the  defendants  from  acquiring 
interests  in  theaters  where  necessary 
and  proper  to  protect  their  invest- 
ments or  enter  a  competitive  field, 
provided  that  they  should  first  show 
to  the  Court  that  such  acquisition 
would  not  unreasonably  restrain 
competition. 

It  is  thought  that  this  was  the 
clear  intention  of  the  Court  because 
of  the  following  language  in  the 
opinion: 

"But  it  (the  divestiture  provi- 
sion applying  to  partial  interests) 
shall  not  prevent  a  defendant  from 
acquiring  theaters  or  interests 
therein  in  order  to  protect  its  in- 


SICK  LIST 


HAROLD  LOCKE,  operator,  was  burned 
on  the  face  and  hands  in  a  fire  confined 
to  the  projection  room  of  the  Echo,  Gar- 
retson,  S.  D. 

MAJORIE  GAGNON,  secretary  to  War- 
ners Branch  Manager  Frank  Hannon,  Omaha, 
is  in  the  hospital  at  Yankton,  S.  D.,  recov- 
ering from  a   major  operation. 


// 


BIC  FIVE"  ASK  TO  HALT  THESE 


PARAGRAPH  8  (a)  OF  DECREE:  "A  license  to  exhibit  each  feature  released  for 
public  exhibition  in  any  competitive  area  shall  be  offered  to  the  operator  of  each  theater 
in  such  area  who  desires  to  exhibit  it  on  some  run  (other  than  that  upon  which  such 
feature  is  to  be  exhibited  in  the  theater  of  the  licensor)  selected  by  such  operator,  and 
upon  uniform  terms." 

PARAGRAPH  8  (c)  OF  DECREE:  "Where  a  run  is  desired,  or  is  to  be  offered,  upon 
terms  which  exclude  simultaneous  exhibition  in  competing  theaters,  the  distributor  shall 
notify,  not  less  than  thirty  days  in  advance  of  the  date  when  bids  will  be  received,  all 
exhibitors  in  the  competitive  area,  offering  to  license  the  features  upon  one  or  more 
runs,  and  in  such  offer  shall  state  the  amount  of  a  flat  rental  as  the  minimum  for  such 
license  for  a  specified  number  of  days  of  exhibition,  the  time  when  the  exhibition  is  to 
commence  and  the  availability  and  clearance,  if  any,  which  will  be  granted  for  each  such 
run.  Within  fifteen  days  after  receiving  such  notice,  any  exhibitor  in  such  competitive 
area  may  bid  for  such  license  and  in  his  bid  shall  state  what  run  such  exhibitor  desires 
and  what  he  is  willing  to  pay  for  such  feature,  which  statement  may  specify  a  flat 
rental,  or  a  percentage  of  gross  receipts,  or  both,  or  any  other  form  of  rental,  and  shall 
also  specify  what  clearance  such  exhibitor  is  willing  to  accept,  the  time  and  days  when 
such  exhibitor  desires  to  exhibit  it,  and  any  other  offers  which  such  exhibitor  may  care 
to  make.  The  distributor  may  reject  all  offers  made  for  any  such  feature,  but  in  the 
event  of  the  acceptance  of  any,  the  distributor  shall  grant  such  license  upon  the  run  bid 
for  to  the  highest  responsible  bidder,  having  a  theater  of  a  size,  location  and  equipment 
adequate  to  yield  a  reasonable  return  to  the  licensor.  The  method  of  licensing  specified 
in  this  subdivision  shall  not  be  required  in  areas  where  there  is  no  competition  among 
theaters  or  in  run,  or  in  which  there  is  no  offer  made  by  any  exhibitor  within  the  time 
above  mentioned.  The  words  'exclude  simultaneous  exhibition'  shall  be  held  to  mean  the 
exhibition  of  a  specified  run  in  one  theater  with  clearance  over  other  theaters  in  the 
competitive  area.  The  words  'competitive  area'  shall  refer  to  the  territory  occupied  by 
more  than  one  theater  in  which  it  may  fairly  and  reasonably  be  said  that  such  theaters 
compete  with  each  other  for  the  exhibition  of  features  on  any  run." 

quire  the  owners  to  make  other  ar- 
rangements for  the  operation  of 
their  theaters  which  cannot  be  done 
in  the  time  now  allowed  by  the  de- 
cree. So  far  as  pools  between  de- 
fendants are  concerned,  no  time  is 
asked  beyond  that  already  given  by 
the  Judgment. 

(b)  To  amend  Paragraph  III  (4) 
by  adding  the  following  sentence 
thereto: 

"The  leases  referred    to  herein   be- 
tween a   defendant   and   independents 
which   violate  this  provision  shall  be 
terminated  within  two  years." 
The  grounds  for  this  amendent  are 
the  same   as  the  grounds   stated  in 
the     next     preceding     subparagraph 
hereof. 

3. 
To  amend  Section  VII  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Paragraph  7  of  Sec.  II  of  this 
Judgment  shall  not  become  effec- 
tive until  July  1,  1947. 

"Paragraphs  8  (a)  and  8  (c)  of 
Sect.  II  of  this  Judgment  shall  not 
become  effective  until  July  1,  1947, 
and  in  the  event  of  an  Appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  by  any  party  from 
these  Paragraphs,  such  Paragraphs 
shall  not  become  effective  until  ninety 
(90)  days  after  the  entry  of  final 
Judgment  upon  the  mandate  of  the 
Supreme  Court." 

This  Amendment  to  Section  VII  is 
necessary  in  order  to  postpone  the 
effective  date  of  Paragraphs  8  (a) 
and  8  (c)  of  Section  II  until  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  have  decided 
any  appeal  which  may  be  taken 
from  the   Judgment  herein. 

The  method  of  licensing  features 
required  by  Paragraphs  8  (a)  and 
8  (c)  of  Section  II  is  very  different 
from  that  now  in  operation.  That 
proposed  new  method  of  licensing 
is  strongly  opposed  by  organizations 


vestments,  or  in  order  to  enter  a 
competitive  field.  .  .  ." 
The  colloquy  at  the  hearing  on  the 
decree  (3057-63)  indicated  that  the 
Count  had  rejected  the  Government's 
request  for  an  absolute  prohibition. 
Furthermore,  the  Court  found  un- 
lawful only  those  holdings  which  it 
directed  should  be  rearranged  under 
Paragraph  5  of  iSection  III, — -the 
joint  and  partial  interests. 

Accordingly,  the  request  for  clari- 
fication is  clearly  justified.  In  U.  S. 
v.  Crescent  Amusement  Co.,  323  U. 
S.  173,  186,  the  Court  said: 

"Where  the  proclivity  for  un- 
lawful activity  has  been  as  mani- 
fest as  here,  the  decree  should 
operate  as  an  effective  deterrent 
to  a  repetition  of  the  unlawful 
conduct  and  yet  not  stand  as  a 
barrier  to  healthy  growth  on  a 
competitive   basis." 

2. 
(a)     To  add  to  Paragraph  III  (2) 
a  sentence  at  the  end  thereof  read- 
ing as   follows: 

"The  pooling  agreements  by  one  or 
more  defendants  with  others  not  par- 
ties to  this  action,  referred  to  herein, 
which  violate   this  provision  shall  be 
dissolved  within  two  years." 
The     ground     upon     which     this 
amendment  is  sought  is  that  no  time 
was  specified  in  this  paragraph  with- 
in which  to  comply  with  its  provi- 
sions.     While     defendants    will    act 
diligently  to  comply,  the  task  of  dis- 
solving pools  with  independents,  in- 
volving, as  they  do,  individuals  and 
interests  not  parties  to  this  action, 
is  an  involved    and  complicated  one 
in    some    instances,    and    time    must 
necessarily  be  consumed  in  dissolv- 
ing them.     Moreover,  many  of  the 
pooled  theaters  have  been  operated 
for  a  long  time  by  a  defendant  and 
the  termination  of  the  pools  will  re- 


of  independent  exhibitors  which 
sought  to  intervene  in  this  action 
To  put  this  controversial  new  meth- 
od of  licensing  into  operation  prioi 
to  a  reasonable  time  after  the  fina 
effective  date  of  the  Judgment  here 
in  is  unnecessary  and  inappr^'iati 
because  the  Supreme  Court  v.  j  to 
approve  the  provisions  in  quwoion 
or  may  change  or  modify  them.  L 
that  event,  of  course,  further  chang 
es  in  the  method  of  licensing  fea 
tures  would  be  necessary  with  fur 
ther  disruption  to  the  normal  cours* 
of  business. 

This  Court  is  most  familiar  wit 
the  complexities  of  the  industry  an 
the  innovations  that  would  b 
brought  about  by  adoption  of  th 
method  of  licensing  prescribed  b; 
this  Count,  and  it  should  deter  th 
effective  date  rather  than  pass  thi 
question  to  the  Supreme  Court  fo 
consideration  before  that  Court  ca 
have  an  opportunity  to  understan 
the  problems  involved. 

All  parties  concerned,  includin 
independent  exhibitors,  will  be  ampl 
protected  in  the  interim  perio 
pending  a  determination  by  th 
Supreme  Court,  because  Paragrap 
9  of  Section  II  and  Paragraphs  8  (fc 
and  8  (d)  will  become  effective  in  a< 
cordance  with  the  terms  of  th 
Judgment.  The  moving  defendant 
will  not  apply  to  this  Court  or  to  tl 
Supreme  Court  for  a  stay  of  tl 
provisions  of  Paragraph  9  of  Se 
tion  II  or  Paragraphs  8  (b)  and 
(d)  in  the  event  that  the  requests 
postponement  of  the  effective  da 
of  Paragraphs  8  (a)  and  8  (c) 
granted. 

To  amend  Conclusion  9  (d)  to  res 
as  follows: 

"Conspiring  with  the  distributor  a 
fendants  to   receive  discriminatory 
cense   privilege   as   found   in   Findir 
No.  110  above." 

This  amendment  is  requested 
order  to  conform  the  conclusion 
Finding  of  Fact  110,  Conclusion 
Law  8  (d),  and  the  Opinion  of  thi 
Court.  The  Opinion  stated  th/ 
nothing  therein  contained  should  1 
construed  as  indicating  that  the  di 
tributor  defendants  discriminatf 
among  their  licensees  with  respe 
to  film  rentals,  clearances  or  min 
mum  admission  prices,  and  tl 
Court  said: 

"In   the   absence   of   such   fac 
we   are    unable   to   infer  that  tlj 
distributor    defendants    have   vil 
lated  the  Sherman  Act  in  this  pa 
ticular  regard.  *  *  *" 

There  is  no  Finding  of  Fact  thi 

the     exhibitor    defendants    discrir 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


new  posts 


HARRY   ROSSNAGLE,   manager,   Blackstone  Tl 
ater,    Chicago. 

C.    M.    BECKER,    manager,    Alamo    Theater,    C 

cago. 
LOU    LICHTENSTEIN,    formerly   of   the    20th-l 

traveling   auditors   staff,   to  office   mana    ' 

Chicago    exchange. 
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is  now  in  intensive  preparation  and  will  soon 
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OTC  Raises  Building 
Limits  to  $50,000,000 


Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — OTC  over  the  week- 
end raised  to  $50,000,000  the  weekly 
rate  of  approvals  for  non-residential 
building. 

Although  the  long-expected  move 
will  have  little  immediate  effect  on 
theater  building  it  represents  the 
first  in  a  series  of  actions  expected 
to  boost  the  construction  of  theaters 
throughout  the  country.  Before  the 
order  announced  by  Maj.  Gen.  Philip 
B.  Fleming,  Temporary  Controls  Ad- 
ministrator, the  weekly  limit  was 
$35,000,000.  The  boom  in  theater 
building  will  start  late  this  year, 
experts  said. 

"This  action,"  Fleming  said,  "is 
made  necessary  in  part  by  increased 
costs  of  construction  during  1946, 
and  because  without  the  change  it 
would  not  be  possible  in  many  in- 
stances to  approve  the  added  facili- 
ties which  are  required  to  furnish 
vital  community  needs  in  connec- 
tion with  new  housing  develop- 
ments." 

General  Fleming  emphasizes  that 
"the  level  of  non-residential  building 
activity  in  1947,  which  this  change 
makes  possible,  will  actually  be 
lower  than  the  level  in  1946." 


Yates  Buys  Republic  Stocks 

SEC  Report  Shows  WB,  Para.,  Col  Dealings 


Altec  Managers  Meeting 
In  Detroit  Wednesday 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Purchase  of  30,600 
shares  of  Republic  50  cent  par  com- 
mon stock  by  Herbert  J.  Yates,  Re- 
public head,  between  July  and  Octo- 
ber, featured  the  November  report 
by  the  SEC  on  stock  dealings  by  ex- 
ecutives of  major  companies.  Start- 
ing with  an  original  3,000  shares, 
Yates  bought  10,000  shares  in  July, 
4,100  in  August,  10,400  in  Septem- 1 
ber  and  6,100  in  October.  No  record 
of  purchases  in  November  is  in- 
cluded. 

In  the  meantime  his  holding  of 
86,950  shares  through  Onsrud,  Inc., 
and  14,685  shares  through  the  An- 
tonsen  Realty  Corp.,  remained  static. 

Also  in  October,  Yates  pur- 
chased $25,000  worth  of  4  per  cent 
Cumulative  income  debentures  and 
900  shares  of  $1  cumulative  pre- 
ferred stock.  He  holds  12,300  shares 
of  this  stock  through  the  Antonsen 
Realty  Corp. 

Gift  of  900  shares  of  Warners  $5 
par  common  by  Albert  Warner  to 
the  Federation  of  Jewish  Philanthro- 
pies,  New    York,    and    2,000    shares 


to  the  United  Jewish  Appeal  during 
November  was  reported,  leaving 
Warner  with  426,100  shares. 

Abraham  Montague  was  also  re- 
ported for  a  gift  of  188  shares  of 
Columbia  common  to  charity,  with 
Abraham  Schneider  also  down  for  a 
gift  of  260  shares  of  the  same  stock. 
Montague  holds  8,919  and  Schneider 
12,974. 

Correction  to  the  October  Para- 
mount report  shows  Stephen  Call- 
aghan  picking  up  200  shares  of  $1 
par  common,  bringing  his  block  to 
1,000  shares,  and  Henry  Ginsberg 
dropped  500  of  the  1,300  shares  he 
held.  Blocks  of  200  shares  are  listed 
for  William  H.  and  John  D.  Gins- 
berg. 

Harry  M.  Goetz  was  reported  ac- 
quiring 8,006  shares  of  Associated 
Motion  Picture  Industries  capital 
stock  through  a  split-uo  which  also 
brought  100  shares  to  Albert  W. 
Lind,  two  shares  to  John  Pfeifer  and 
100  shares  to  Frederick  R.  Ryan. 
Goetz  had  bought  7,498  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  last  January,  in  a 
transaction  previously  unrecorded. 


Truman  Asks  Budget  Increases 

Sees  Over  $7  Billions  From  Excise  Taxes 


Detroit  —  G.  L.  Carrington,  presi- 
dent of  Altec  Service,  A.  A.  Ward, 
Lansing  vice-president,  and  Ed 
Grigsby,  Western  sales  rep.  for 
Service  and  Lansing  are  en  route 
from  Hollywood  for  Altec's  annual 
meeting  of  district  and  branch  man- 
agers to  be  held  here,  at  the  Book- 
Cadillac  Hotel,  Wednesday  through 
Friday.  Carrington  will  preside  at 
all  the  meetings. 

Those  coming  from  Altec  head- 
quarters in  New  York  are  H.  M. 
Bessey,  vice-president;  E.  Z.  Wal- 
ters, comptroller;  P.  F.  Thomas, 
treasurer;  E.  O.  Wilschke,  operation 
supervisor;  E.  S.  Seeley,  chief  engi- 
neer; M.  Bender,  commercial  engi- 
neer; Bert  Sanford,  theatrical  sales 
manager,  and  H.  S.  Morris,  Eastern 
representative  for  Altec  Lansing. 

The  Altec  district  offices  will  be 
represented  as  follows:  H.  B.  Moog, 
district  manager  and  N.  L.  Mower, 
branch  manager  from  Atlanta;  L.  J. 
Hacking,  district  manager  and  R.  D. 
Fairbanks,  branch  manager  from 
Boston;  R.  Hilton,  district  manager 
and  R.  C.  Gray  and  O.  E.  Maxwell, 
branch  managers  from  Chicago;  W. 
Connor,  district  manager  and  M.  G. 
Thomas,  branch  manager  from  Cin- 
cinnati; F.  C.  Dickely,  district  man- 
ager, J.  I.  Mather,  branch  manager 
and  F.  Morin,  credit  manager  from 
Detroit;  C.  J.  Zern,  district  man- 
ager and  G.  E.  Wiltse,  branch  man- 
ager from  Dallas;  S.  M.  Pariseau, 
district  manager  and  M.  V.  Neuman 
and  M.  Goulson,  field  managers  from 
Los  Angeles;  C.  S.  Perkins,  district 
manager  and  A.  J.  Rademacher  and 
M.  N.  Wolf,  branch  managers  from 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Excise  tax  collection 
of  $7,283,000,000  for  the  present  fis- 
cal year  was  estimated  Friday  by 
President  Truman  in  his  annual  bud- 
get message  to  Congress.  This  fig- 
ure, not  broken  down  to  indicate  how 
much  of  it  is  expected  to  stem  from 
the  admissions  tax,  is  considerably 
higher  than  the  $6,696,000,000  re- 
ceipts for  fiscal  1946. 

On  the  basis  of  the  present  law, 
with  the  war-time  excise  rates  to 
drop  to  their  1942  level  in  July,  the 
President  estimated  a  yield  of  $6,- 
118,000,000  for  the  fiscal  year  1948, 
with  an  additional  $1,130,000,000  to 
be  brought  in  if  the  White  House 
proposal  to  extend  the  war-time  rates 
for  another  year  is  carried  through 
Congress. 

Appropriation  of  $370,500  for  the 
film  library  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress was  proposed,  in  sharp  contrast 
with    the    current    appropriation    of 


$100,000.  A  total  of  70  employes  will 
be  working  in  the  film  service  in  the 
fiscal  1948,  according  to  present 
plans. 

A  sizeable  increase  in  funds  for 
the  anti-trust  division  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  was  also  sought,  with 
the  President  proposing  that  the  cur- 
rent budget  of  $1,900,000  be  raised 
to  $2,500,000.  The  President  also 
asked  for  an  increase  in  funds  for 
the  State  Department's  Information 
and  Cultural  service  officers  attached 
to  the  foreign  service.  He  suggested 
a  1948  budget  of  $7,491,300,  com- 
pared with  only  $5,481,482  in  the 
current  year. 

An  increase  in  the  Army  Signal 
Corps  budget  for  photographic  serv- 
ice was  also  asked — from  a  current 
estimate  of  $2,978,460  for  the  cur- 
rent year  to  $3,200,000  for  1948. 
Actual  expenditure  in  fiscal  1946  was 
$9,267,729. 


MPAA  Answers  Feari 
Of  U.  S.  'Imperialism 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
O'Hara  said,  "is  the  type  of  cultul 
which  Mr.  Benton  proposes  t( 
abroad. 

"It  has   been  a  universal   expei 
ence  that  synthetic  propaganda,  sue 
as  he  favors,  has   always  ended 
failure  or  something  worse.  Perha 
Mr.  Benton  can  do  better." 

Benton,  in  a  Chicago  speech  I 
Thursday,  reported  that  many  Eu: 
pean  nations,  undisturbed  by  tl 
spread  of  American  culture  by  tl 
press  or  radio  "feared"  only  t 
American  motion  pictures. 

"The    American    people,"    O'He 
said,  '  have  a  right  to  be  wary  of  M 
Benton's  plan  for  the  lavish  use 
Government  funds   in   the   fields 
press,  radio  and  motion  pictures. 

"The  American  tradition  of  fn 
expression  is  based  on  the  positi' 
conviction  that  no  Governmei 
bureaucrat,  even  one  as  wise  as  }I 
Benton,  is  wise  enough  to  impose  h 
own  notions  of  what  constitu: 
American  culture  on  tfie  great  med 
of  free  expression. 

"Mr.  Benton  would  do  far  bett 
if  he  followed  the  traditional  poli< 
of  his  own  State  Department, 
opening  up  world  .channels  of  net 
and  information,  instead  of  tryii 
to  remake  the  patterns  of  Americ; 
culture." 


Balaban  to  Preside  at 
Chi.  Great  States  Meeting 

Chicago — John  Balaban  will  pre- 
side at  a  two-day  meeting  today  and 
tomorrow  of  Great  States  Circuit  ex- 
ecutives and  managers,  at  the  Pal- 
mer House.  Operation  plans  under 
new  setup,  with  Dave  Wallerstein, 
Southern  district  manager,  and  How- 
ard Sticklemeier,  Northern  district 
manager,  will  be  explained. 


New  York;  D.  A.  Peterson,  district 
manager  and  F.  B.  Evans,  branch 
manager  from  Philadelphia;  W.  E. 
Gregory,  district  manager  and  F.  B. 
Mewborn,  branch  manager  from 
Seattle. 


Mono.  Toppers  Attend 
Sales  Meet;  See  Tifth  Ave.' 


St.  Louis  —  More  than  50  Mono- 
gram franchise  holders,  branch  man- 
agers, and  home  office  exchange  ex- 
ecutives attended  a  sales  meeting 
held  here,  at  the  Coronado  Hotel, 
Saturday  and  yesterday. 

First  session  of  the  meeting  was  a 
screening  of  "It  Happened  on  Fifth 
Avenue,"  Roy  Del  Ruth's  production 
for  Allied  Artists.  Afternoon  session 
was  devoted  to  a  general  meeting,  at 
which  Morey  Goldstein,  general  sales 
manager  presided.  District  meetings 
were  held  the  second  day. 

Executives  attending  the  confabs 


Text  of  "Big  Five"  Motion 
for  Decree  Changes 

(Continued  from  Page  6) 
inated     or     received     discriminati 
with  respect  to  film  rentals,  clea 
ances,  or  minimum  admission  price 

Finding  110  is  the  only  findii 
with  regard  to  discriminations,  as 
it  refers  solely  to  the  distribut 
defendants  and  does  not  include  fil 
rentals,  clearances  or  minimum  a 
mission  prices.  Conclusion  8  (d) 
to  the  effect  that  the  distribut 
defendants  granted  discriminate 
license  privileges  as  found  in  Fin 
ing  110  and  the  amendent  which 
sought  would  conform  to  this  co, 
elusion. 

Wherefore,  the  moving  defen 
ants  pray  that  the  Court  make  a: 
enter  an  order  clarifying  and  amen 
ing  the  judgment  and  conclusions 
law  in  accordance  with  the  f  Oregon 
or,  in  the  alternative,  that  the  Cou 
grant  a  rehearing,  reargument 
new  trial  as  to  the  subject  matt 
of  this  motion. 


Col.  Declares  Quarterly  Div. 

Quarterly  dividend  of  $1.06 %  p 
share  on  the  $4.25  cumulative  pi 
ferred  was  declared  by  Columbia 
board.  Payable  Feb.  15  to  stoc 
holders  of  record,  Feb.  1. 

included  Steve  Broidy,  Monogra 
president,  who  came  from  Holl 
wood;  Edward  Morey,  vice-presider, 
Norton  V.  Ritchey,  president  of  Mo 
ogram  International;  Nat  Fur: 
Eastern  district  manager,  and 
Borus,  contract  manager. 


M.  T.    Production  Diet. 

28  W.  44th  St.  21st  floor 
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Canada  Lifts    Controls  on  Box    Office   Scales 


rar  Stabilization  Ended; 

0  Price  Rise  So  Long  As 
olume  Holds-Fitzgibbons 

Ottawa,  Ont. — Announcement  for 
iiich  Canadian  exhibitors  have 
lited  many  months  was  officially 
ule  yesterday  by  Federal  Govern- 

■pnt    in    the    complete    removal    of 
irtime  controls  on  theater  admis- 

:ons,  effective  at  once. 
Dropping    of    ceiling    on    theater 
kets  is  being  accompanied  by  de- 

;ntrol    of    many    commodities    and 
rvices    affecting    many    industries 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 

SU  Will  Ask  Foreign 
ov'ls  To  Boycott  Pix 

L*  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Studio    strikers    an- 

1  unced  that  they  will  ask  foreign 
Dviegoers  to  boycott  American 
ms  made  under  conditions  they 
scribe  as  "anti-labor  terrorism." 
The  Conference  of  Studio  Unions, 
nt  "do  not  patronize"  appeals  to 
;ads  of  foreign  governments  and 
oor  organizations. 

They   directed    appeal   specifically 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


9ars  Predicts  $100,000 
Dutlaw"  Week  in  Dallas 


;The  first  deviation  from  normal 
:lling  and  exhibition  in  the  wake 
the  new  decree  is  pointed  up  vivid- 
•  in  the  case  of  the  22-theater  op- 
ing of  "The  Outlaw"  in  Dallas  on 
(Continued   on    Page  6) 


"Dimes"  Collections 
In  Cleveland  Indies 

Cleveland  —  M.  B.  Horwitz  and 
John  D.  Kalafat,  co-chairmen  of  the 
motion  picture  division  for  the  March 
of  Dimes  drive,  announce  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Cleveland  Motion  Pic- 
ture Exhibitors  Association, — all  in- 
dependent exhibitors — will  partici- 
pate in  the  March  of  Dimes  drive 
with  theater  collections. 

To  date,  affiliated  theaters  report 
they  do  not  know  what  their  policy 
will  be. 


SAG  to  Press  the  AFL  to  Create  Machinery 

For  Prevention  of  Jurisdictional  Strihes 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  Screen  Actors  Guild  will  press  the  executive  council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  create  machinery  to  end  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes in  the  film  and  other  industries  at  its  Jan.  17  meeting  in  Miami.  The 
resolution  of  the  SAG  was  adopted  unanimously  at  the  AFL  meeting  in  Chicago 
last  October.  The  move  has  the  full  support  of  SAG  affiliates  including  the 
Associated  Actors  and  Artistes  of  America,  American  Federation  of  Radio  Ar- 
tists, Equity,  Screen  Extras  Guild,  American  Guild  of  Variety  Artists  and  the 
American  Guild  of  Musical  Artists. 

The  importance  of  an  arbitration  body  was  pointed  out  by  John  Dales,  Jr., 
SAG  executive  secretary,  in  view  of  the  many  proposals  before  the  new  Con- 
gress for  stringent  labor  regulation. 


Let's  See  How  Equity 
Decree  Works-Broidy 


St.  Louis — The  motion  picture  in- 
dustry must  await  the  practical  ap- 
plication   of   the   recent   New    York 
court   decision  to 
its  business  situ- 
ations before  any 
one  will  be  in   a 
position    to    pass 
accurate  judg- 
ment on  the  mer- 
its of  the  decrees, 
Steve    B  r  o  i  d  y  , 
president     Mono- 
gram,   said    here 
following     the 
conclusion   of  the 
company's   two- 
day    midseason 
meeting    of 
branch   managers 
and    franchise 
steve  broidy        h  o  1  d  e  r  s  at  the 
Coronado  Hotel.    "I  want  to  see  it  in 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Grainger  Gets  Three 
Rep.  Sales  Divisions 


Republic's  alignment  of  domestic 
sales  and  distribution  into  three  di- 
visions, Western,  Southern,  and  East- 
ern, was  declared 
effective  yester- 
day by  James  R. 
Grainger,  execu- 
tive vice-presi- 
dent and  general 
sales  manager. 
Division  posts  go 
to  executives 
within  the  organ- 
ization, who  will 
continue  to  make 
their  headquar- 
ters at  the  home 
office.  Move  was 
prompted,  Grain- 
ger stated,  by  the 
increased  scope 
of  Republic  sales 
and  distribution,  plus  its  added  con- 
( Continued  on    Page  6) 


JAMES  R.  GRAINGER 


Lower  Construction  Costs  Due 

Eberson  Sees  10-15%  Drop  in  Six  Months 


Lasky  to  Put  Unknown 
Femme  in  "The  Miracle' 


Jesse  L.  Lasky  told  the  trade  press 
yesterday  that  his  producing  organ- 
ization will  soon  launch  a  nation- 
wide talent  search  for  an  unknown 
to  play  the  femme  lead  in  his  forth- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Predicting  a  drop  in  building  costs 
of  from  10  to  15  per  cent  in  six 
months,  John  Eberson,  theater  archi- 
tect, and  partner  in  the  firm  of  John 
and  Drew  Eberson,  said  that  the- 
ater building  is  now  in  a  much  more 
optimistic  position  than  a  month 
ago. 

Materials  are  coming  into  the  mar- 
( Continued  on    Page  6) 


Gov't  Acts  with  Record 
Speed  After  State  Dept. 
Requests  Clarification 

By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Acting  with  record 
speed  following  a  U.  S.  State  De- 
partment request  for  clarification, 
the  French  Government  has  post- 
poned imposition  of  a  decree  which 
required  approval  by  three  Minis- 
tries before  films  could  be  dubbed 
and  which  set  a  two-year  limit  on 
age  of  film  to  be  dubbed  in  France, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 

The  contemplated  move  by  the 
French  had  met  with  strong  objec- 
tions from  the  American  film  indus- 
( Continued  on   Page  6) 


Exhib.  Units  to  Buck 
Yonkers  Tax,  License 


ITOA  and  MMPTA  reps,  will  in- 
terpose on  behalf  of  exhibs.  at  the 
Yonkers  Common  Council  meeting  in 
the  City  Hall  this  afternoon. 

Two  proposals  are  coming  up  that 
threaten  theater  owners:  One  of  tax- 
ation; another,  an  increase  in  theater 
license  fees. 

Pushing  the  first  proposal  is 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Reciprocity  Com.  Will 
Hear  Johnston  in  Feb. 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Committee  for  Reci- 
procity Information  opened  its  hear- 
ings yesterday  with  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  one  of  the  few  major 
(Continued  on    Page  6) 


France  Releases  25% 
Of  ZJ.  S.  Film  Funds 

Paris  (By  Cable)  —  The  French 
government  has  released  25  per 
cent  of  sums  due  U.  S.  film  com- 
panies up  to  June  30,  1946.  The 
money  has  been  remitted.  The 
American  Ambassador  will  shortly 
file  an  additional  request  for  "de- 
freezing" of  25  per  cent  of  funds 
due  since  the  start  of  the  war. 
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STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY — Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


finADCIAL 


;  (Mon.,  Jan.  13)  ; 

NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 


High  Low  Close 

Bell  8,  Howell 21  Vl  203/4  20% 

Columbia  Picts 20  183/4  18% 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..    79  79  79 

East.    Kodak    221 1/2  215  215 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 22  21l/2  21% 

Loew's,    Inc 24%  22 Vi  24 

Paramount     271/2  26V4  27 

RKO      131/2  12%  13% 

Republic    Pict 6%       61/2  6% 

Republic   Pict.    pfd...    131/2  I2V2  13% 

20th  Century-Fox        .33  30i/2  31% 

Universal    Pict 24  22  22% 

Universal    Pict.    pfd.     83  83  83 

Warner   Bros 15%  15  15% 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      41/2       4%  4% 

RKO      4            3%  4 

Sonotone    Corp 3            3  3 

Technicolor      16  15%  15% 

Trans-Lux       4            4  4 


Net 
Chg. 

-  1% 

-  1% 

-  1 

-  7% 

-  % 

-  % 

-  % 

-  % 

-  Va 

-  % 

-  1% 

-  1% 

-  2 

-  % 

-  Va 


% 


MERVIN    ASH    &    CO. 

MEMBERS 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANCE 
NEW   YORK    CURB    EXCHANCE 

(ASSOCIATE) 
CHICAGO    BOARD    OF    TRADE 
Telephone:    HAnover   2-3050 

61    IROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


cominG  rim  come 


LEN  GRUENBERG,  RKO  Rocky  Mountain  dis- 
trict manager,  and  captain  of  the  current 
Depinet  Drive,  is  holding  a  pep  meeting  in 
Cincinnati    today    and    in    Cleveland    tomorrow. 

MARTIN  PRINTZ,  head  man  at  the  Alham- 
bra  Theater,  Cleveland,  is  vacationing  on  the 
West    Coast. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia  sales  executive, 
was  a  week-end  visitor  at  the  Chicago  ex- 
change. 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  Eastern  division  sales  mana- 
ger for  Warners,  and  SAM  LEFKOWITZ,  East- 
ern district  manager,  left  last  night  for  Bos- 
ton.   They    return    on    Thursday. 

LT.  JESUS  BALTAN  RAMIREZ  of  the  Mexi- 
can Embassy  was  in  Detroit  to  dub  in  sound 
for  a  Navy  training  film  at  Jam   Handy  studios. 

A.  R.  STRAUSS,  sales  manager  of  Adler  Let- 
ter Co.,  has  returned  to  Chicago  from  his  East- 
ern   trip. 

A.  M.  VanDYKE,  sales  manager  for  20th- 
Fox  exchange,  has  returned  to  Chicago  from 
a    business    trip    to    Indianapolis. 

SAUL  GOLDMAN,  Variety  Pictures  exec,  in 
Chicago,  will  be  in  New  York  on  a  picture- 
buying    trip    until    the  end   of    the   week. 

FRANK  CAPRA  arrives  in  New  York  tomor- 
row. 

W.  L.  JULIAN,  National  Carbon  Co.  sales 
dept.,  and  W.  L.  Christensen,  assistant  sales 
manager,  are   in  New  York  from   Chicago. 

FRANK  FLAHERTY,  Columbia  sales  manager, 
Chicago,   is   in   Florida  on  a  Winter  vacation. 

LOUIS  LIFTON,  Monogram's  ad  -  publicity 
head,  arrived  here  from  Hollywood  yesterday, 
accompanied   by   MRS.   LIFTON. 

GLADYS  ZUCKER  and  ROSE  LASHER,  of 
M-G-M's  home  office  leave  Friday  for  a 
Miami   vacation. 


CSU  To  Ask  Foreign  Gov'ts 
To  Boycott  American  Pix 

(Continued   from  Page  1) 
to  peoples  of  France,  Great  Britain, 
Scandinavia,    Czechoslovakia,    India, 
Australia,  Mexico  and  South  Amer- 
ica. 

The  CSU  said  pledges  of  support 
already  have  been  received  from 
Lombardo  Toledano,  Mexican  labor 
leader;  George  Elvin,  secretary  of 
Association  of  Cine  Technicians, 
London;  M.  Chazeau  of  French  Mo- 
tion Picture  Film  Workers,  and  from 
various  other  European  nations. 


N.  J.  Allied  Board  In 
Annual  Session  Tomorrow 


The  Allied  Theater  Owners  of 
New  Jersey  will  hold  its  annual 
Board  of  Directors  meeting  tomor- 
row, 1  p.m.,  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

ATONJ  will  play  host  to  many 
of  New  Jersey's  official  family  on 
Jan.  28  when  a  state-wide  legislative 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Stacy- 
Trent  Hotel  in  Trenton.  State  sen- 
ators and  assemblymen  are  expected 
to    attend. 

Edward  Lachman,  ATONJ  prexy, 
will  preside  over  both  meetings. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,  INC. 


1600  BROADWAY 


Circle  6-6686 


Complete  Film  and 
Disc   Recording   Facilities 


STEVE  BROIDY,  prexy  of  Allied  Artists  and 
Monogram,  arrived  here  today  following  a 
three-day  meeting  with  company  franchise 
owners    and    exchange    managers    in    St.    Louis. 

STEVE  SEKELY,  producer,  here  for  a  week's 
visit;  hopes  to  line  up  story  or  play  before 
returning  to  work  on  "The  Fighting  Madon- 
na." 

MRS.  FORTUNIO  BONANOVA,  back  in  Hol- 
lywood after  visit  to  Mexico  City  where  her 
husband  is  playing  featured  role  in  John  Ford's 
"The    Fugitive." 

PAUL  MacNAMARA,  SRO  national  ad-pub 
chief,    flew    to    the    Coast   over   the    week-end. 

MILTON  KUSELL,  SRO  general  sales  manager, 
is  in  Chicago  for  conferences  with  A.  J.  Del- 
cambie  and  Sam  Horowitz,  Southwestern  and 
Midwestern    division    heads. 

ROY  DISNEY  is  here  for  conferences  on 
forthcoming    product. 

JACK  BERNHARD,  director,  left  on  the  week- 
end   for  a   vacation    in   Death   Valley. 

SAM  SIRITZKY,  vee-pee  of  Siritzky  Inter- 
national, leaves  Thursday  on  the  S.  S.  America, 
Paris-bound,    for    six-week    trip. 

GEORGE  SHARF,  of  M-G-M's  legal  depart- 
ment, has  returned  from  a  five-day  trip  to 
Louisville,    Ky. 

JAMES  A.  FITZPATRICK,  producers  of  Fitz- 
atrick  Traveltalks,  is  in  town  from  the  Coas. 
for    a    brief    stay. 

ARTHUR  ZUELCH,  Minneapolis  M-G-M  office 
manager,  is  back  on  the  job  after  visiting 
New   York   and   Detroit   on    his   vacation. 

HARRY  SHERMAN,  Cincinnati  M-G-M  sales- 
man, has  returned  to  the  Ohio  city  after  a 
vacation   here. 

A.  A.  SCHUBART,  RKO  exchange  operations 
manager,    left   yesterday    for    Pittsburgh. 

FRED  WEHRENBERG,  MPTOA  president,  left 
St.  Louis  yesterday  for  New  York.  Wehrenberg 
will    return   to   St.    Louis   tomorrow. 

HARRIS  DUDELSON,  Film  Classics  district 
manager,    is    in    Cleveland. 

HAROLD  RAIVES,  Schine  Ohio  zone  manager, 
is   attending    a    meeting    in    Gloversville. 

ERIC  A.  JOHNSTON,  who  was  scheduled  to 
arrive  in  Hollywood  over  the  week-end  from 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  has  deferred  his  Coast  visit  until 
Friday. 

MARGUERITE  BOURDETTE,  secretary  to 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution,  is  back  from  a  vaca- 
tion. 

BETSY  DRAKE,  under  contract  to  Hal  Wallis, 
has   arrived    in    Hollywood   from    New   York. 

WILLIAM  HOLDEN  will  leave  Hollywood  to- 
day for  New  York  for  radio  appearances  and 
a   vacation. 

KATINA  PAXINOU  sailed  from  England 
Saturday  following  the  signing  of  a  contract 
by  cable  to  play  in  RKO  Radio's  "Mourning  Be- 
comes  Electra." 

NANCY  COLEMAN,  upon  completing  her  as- 
signment in  "Violence,"  leaves  Hollywood  for 
Broadway,  Jan.  24,  to  star  in  the  Irene  Selz- 
nick    play,    "Heart    Song." 

T.  EDWARD  HAMBLETON,  producer  of  "The 
Urgent  Air,"  flew  in  to  Hollywood  from  New 
York  to  confab  on  casting  and  script  changes 
with  Author  Robert  Presnell,  Jr.  Marsha  Hunt, 
latter's    wife    will    play    the    only    femme    part. 


Lasky  to  Put  Unknown 
Femme  in  "The  Miracle" 


'Continued   from   Page  1) 
coming   $2,000,000    production,    "The 
Miracle  of  the  Bells,"  by  Russell  Jan- , 
ney. 

"She'll    be    coached     and     trained. 
She    will    be    a     star    when    we're , 
through  with  her,  or  damn  near  it,"  ' 
the  pioneer  producer  prophesied. 

Story   revolves   about  an   ingxper  I 
who   is  given  a   chance  to  play   SHk 
lead    in   a    play,    and    of    her    early] 
death,  and  how  her  passing  influenced! 
the  lives  of  a  whole  mining  town 

Production  will  start  Apr.  15.  Re-'3 
lease  through  RKO  is  skedded  fori 
Christmas.  Ben  Hecht  and  QuentinJ 
Reynolds  have  been  working  on  the! 
adaptation.  Janney  leaves  for  the 
Coast  soon  to  offer  suggestions  on 
the  screen  play  and  on  casting. 

So  far,  only  Fred  MacMurray  has 
been  chosen  tor  the  male  lead,  that 
of  the  publicity  agent. 

Included  on  the  Lasky  three-pix 
per  year  commitment  for  RKO  are: 
"Intermission"  and  "The  Apple 
Tree,"  by  John  Galsworthy.  An  al- 
ternative possibility  is  "Caruso  Sings 
Tonight." 


Britain  Honors  Spencer 
With  OBE  For  War  Duty 


Com.  Frederick  Spencer  USNR,  in 
charge  of  atomic  bomb  films  for  the 
U.  S.  Navy  and  during  the  war  one 
of  the  heads  of  combat  photography 
for  the  Office  of  Strategic  Service- 
on  the  European  Front,  has  beer 
awarded  the  Order  of  the  Britisl: 
Empire  by  the  British  Government 
for  his  services  with  the  British. 

Commander  Spencer,  who  shortly 
is  due  to  retire  irom  the  Navy,  wa.> 
for  eleven  years  before  the  war  on< 
of  Hollywood's  outstanding  produc- 
tion executives,  going  into  the  serv 
ice  from  Paramount. 


Mesher  Succeeds  Finke 
For  Hamrick-Evergreen 

Portland,  Ore.— Mose  M.  Mesher 
has  been  named  general  manager  0: 
Hamrick-Evergreen  Theaters  for  th< 
Portland  area.  Mesher  succeeds  thi 
late  Albert  J.  Finke  whose  assistant 
he  had  been.  A  graduate  of  tht 
University  of  Washington,  he  re 
cently  was  elected  to  the  Portland 
Board  of  Censors. 


Don't  sign  ANY  trailer  contracts  until  you  get  full 
details  of  Filmack's  NEW  prevue  trailer  service. 
Write  Filmack,  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 
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Illman  Promotes 
iment,  Bufterffield 


Walton  C.  Ament,  former  vice- 
jiresident  and  editor-in-chief  of 
jathe  News  has  been  elevated  to 
(ie  position  of  vice-president  and 
ieneral  manager,  according  to  an 
XT  mncement  by    Frederic   Ullman, 


Little  Headlines: 


WALTON  C.  AMENT       ALFRED  BUTTERFIELD 

,r.,  president  of  -the  company.  In 
is  new  assignment,  Ament  will  su- 
pervise newsreel,  documentary  and 
ommercial  picture  operations,  as 
'ell  as  the  new  RKO  Pathe  studios, 
n  Park  Ave. 

Taking  over  Ament's  former  job 
"•ill  be  Alfred  Butterfield,  formerly 
news  editor,  and  most  recently  pro- 
notion  director  of  RKO  Pathe.  But- 
jerfield  will  retain  general  supervi- 
sion of  promotion.  William  K.  Mc- 
:11ure,  assistant  to  Butterfield,  has 
i  een  named  assistant  publicity  man- 
ger. 

!    These     changes     in     management 

personnel,   Ullman    pointed   out,   are 

ill  part  of  the  company's  expansion 

-  TOgram,    linked    with    operation    of 

he  new  N.  Y.  studios,  and  with  the 

;reatly    increased    volume    of    com- 

lercial  films  for  industrial  and  ad- 

ertising  sponsors. 

Reorganization  of  company's  "This 
s  America"  series  places  Phil  Reis- 
nan,  Jr.,  top  writer  for  the  series 
ince  its  inception,  in  a  newly-crea- 
ked post  as  editorial  manager  of  the 
jompany. 


IVhite,  TJgast  Honored 

t   Havana  (By  Air  Mail) — Cuban  ex- 
hibitors,   press    reps,    and    company 
xecs.  joined  at  a  welcome  and  fare- 
veil  cocktail  party  in  honor  of  Herb- 
ert A.  White,  former  president  of  the 
Oth-Fox    Film   de    Cuba,   for   seven 
ears,  and  Edward  Ugast,  new  pres- 
pent.    H.  A.  White  is  leaving  from 
Jew  York  where  he  will  get  a  new 
ssignment. 


SERD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIRGS  TO: 


Jan.   14 

Bebe    Daniels  Edward  P.  Curtis 

William   Bendix 


PETER  HILTON,  former  vice-president  of  Maxon,  Inc.,  and  during  the  past  year, 
president  of  Musicraft  Recording  Corp.,  has  joined  Donahue  &  Co.,  Inc.  as  a  vice-presi- 
dent and  account  executive. 

• 

BRANDT  THEATERS,  operating  115  situations  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts,  has  signed  fcr  Monogram's  1946-47  product. 

• 

PIX  RECEIPTS  FOR  1947  should  "hold  pretty  well  to  the  peak  year  levels  of  1946," 
the  Department  cf  Commerce  predicted  yesterday  in  a  business  forecast. 

• 

DALLAS  HALVERSTADT,  former  associate  of  Col.  Curtis  Mitchell  in  the  War  Dept. 
bureau  of  public  relations,  succeeds  Arch  Mercey  as  chief  of  the  motion  picture  division 
of  the  OGR.  Mercey  has  resigned  to  j  in  the  staff  of  the  UN  to  work  on  the  interna- 
tional health  problem. 

• 

EXEMPTIONS  UP  TO  $10,000  in  corporate  net  income  were  asked  yesterday  by  the 
Department  of  Commerce's  Small  Business  Advisory  Committee,  which  also  called  for 
an  end  to  "double  taxation  of  corporate  income  and  dividends."  In  another  proposal 
which  might  benefit  showmen,  the  committee  urged  that  provisions  be  made  to  permit 
the  averaging  of  income  over  a  number  of  years  for  tax  purposes.  The  committee,  rec- 
ommended complete  elimination  of  secondary  boycotts  and  jurisdictional  strikes,  but 
made  no  recommendation  regarding  the  proposed  extension  of  wartime  excise  rates. 


Connors  Heads  Com. 
For  Greek  Orphans 


Distributor  participation  in  the 
current  industry  appeal  to  adopt 
Greek  War  Orphans  in  honor  of 
S  p  y  r  o  s  P  . 
Skouras,  got  un- 
der way  yester- 
day  with  the 
election  of  Tom 
Connors,  20th- 
Fox  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of 
sales,  to  the 
chairmanship  of 
an  industry-wide 
distributors  com- 
mittee. The  ap- 
peal will  op- 
erate with  the 
Greek  War  Relief 
Association,  as  a 
"within  the  in- 
dustry" effort. 

Connors'  committee  consists  of  A. 
Montague,  Columbia;  Abe  Schnitzer, 
United  Artists;  Henderson  M. 
Richey,  M-G-M;  E.  T.  Gomersall, 
Universal;  C.  J.  Scollard,  Para- 
mount; Edward  Walton,  Republic; 
Lloyd  Lind,  PRC;  and  Peter  Le- 
vathes,  20th  Century-Fox. 

Also  present  at  yesterday's  meet- 
ing were  Ned  Depinet,  co-chairman 
with  Si  Fabian  and  Jack  Cohn  of  the 
industry  appeal;  Ben  H.  Serkowich, 
publicity  co-chairman  with  S.  Barret 
McCormick;  Robert  E.  Coyne,  ATA, 
and  Sam  Shain  and  Leon  Bamberger. 


TOM  CONNORS 


Roger  Ludy  Stricken 

Portland,  Ind. — John  Roger  Ludy, 
53,  manager  of  the  Hines  and  Prin- 
cess Theaters,  died  suddenly  while 
seated  at  his  desk  in  his  office  at  the 
Hines.  He  was  in  the  Portland  area 
as  the  founder  of  Kids'  Day,  which 
observance  has  been  adopted  by 
many   other   cities. 


Eva  Tanguay  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Eva  Tanguay,  the  "I 
Don't  Care  Girl"  of  vaudeville,  died 
here. 


Exhib.  Units  to  Buck 
Yonkers  Tax,  License 

(Continued   from  Page  1) 

Thomas  Kennedy,  city  controller  of 
Yonkers.  He  hopes  to  convince  the 
State  Legislature  that  his  city  should 
be  permitted  to  raise  more  revenue 
by  taxing  theater  tickets.  Ducats,  25 
cents  or  more,  would  be  taxed  five 
cents;  those,  less  than  25  cents, 
would  be  taxed  three  cents. 

Another  advocate,  whose  proposal 
would  cut  into  exhibs.'  revenue,  is 
Robert  Weist,  legislative  assistant  to 
the  common  council  of  Yonkers. 
Weist  suggests  that  the  present  $50- 
$250  theater  license  scale  be  upped 
to  $75-$1500. 

Scale  for  movie  houses  as  well  as 
legits  would  be:  Houses  with  300 
seats  or  less  would  have  to  pay  li- 
cense fee  of  $75;  300  to  590  seats, 
$125;  600  to  999  seats,  $250;  1,000 
to  1,499  seats,  $375;  1,500  to  1,999 
seats,  $500;  2,000  to  2,499  seats, 
$750;  2,500  to  2,999  seats,  $1,000; 
over  3,000  seats,  $1,500. 

Whereas  the  tax  proposal  would 
have  to  be  approved  in  Albany,  Yon- 
kers' common  council  has  authority 
to  up  the  license  fee.  Once  passed 
the  latter  ordinance  would  become 
effective  after  notices  have  been 
properly  published  for  two  or  three 
weeks. 

Council,  headed  by  Mayor  Curtiss 
Frank,  consists  of  James  A.  Sullivan, 
Albert  L.  Fiorillo,  Edith  T.  Welty 
and  John  J.  Whalen. 

Also  included  in  the  license  gouge 
is  an  additional  one  for  $25,  which 
allows  exhibs.  to  admit  kids  unes- 
corted. At  least  10  movie  houses  in 
Yonkers  would  be  affected  by  the  pro- 
posed legislation. 


Let's  See  How  Equity 
Decree  Works-Broidy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
actual  operation,"  said  Broidy,  "then 
I  will  be  able  to  say  truthfully 
whether  it  is  good  or  bad  for  the 
film  business  as  a  whole.  Of  course, 
I  could  guess  on  what  it  may  do, 
but  final  views  of  producers,  dis- 
tributors and  exhibitors  should  be 
withheld  until  the  business  is  really 
functioning  under  this  court  deci- 
sion. That  is  the  real  test  all  should 
await." 

Commenting  on  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Industry  Forum  proposed  by 
Fred  Wehrenberg,  president  of  the 
MPTOA,  Broidy  said  "it  will  be  a  fine 
thing  if  it  works.  However,  every 
one  must  realize  'that  there  are  sit- 
uations within  the  film  business  that 
may  be  working  a  hardship  on  some 
one.  In  order  to  arbitrate  equitably 
some  person  or  company  must  make 
a  sacrifice. 

"The  very  word  arbitration  means 
a  giving  on  the  part  of  someone  or 
all  in  order  to  reach  a  reasonable 
and  just  settlement  of  a  given  dispute. 
An  arbitration  system  within  this 
industry  that  could  and  would  work 
with  those  principles  as  its  guide 
would  be  a  splendid  thing  for  all  in 
the  motion  picture  business — pro- 
ducer, distributor  and  exhibitor.  I 
hope  such  a  system  can  be  pro- 
vided." 


Goldwyn  Gives  $50,000 
For  Rehabilitation  Work 


In  a  letter  to  Dr.  Howard  A.  Rusk, 
director  of  New  York  University- 
Bellevue  Institute  of  Rehabilitation 
and  Physical  Medicine,  Sam  Gold- 
wyn pledged  $50,000  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  "Best  Years"  toward  the 
establishment  of  the  new  university 
section. 

"I  have  always  thought  of  our 
disabled  in  'terms  of  veterans," 
wrote  Goldwyn,  "and  was  astounded 
to  learn  that  the  disabled  civilian 
outranks  the  veteran  ten  to  one.  .  .  . 
I  do  not  consider  this  project  a  char- 
ity. .  .  ." 

Rehabilitation  Institute  needs 
$2,500,000.  Entire  cost  of  the  new 
university  buildings  is  more  than 
six  times  as  much. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Max  Moscowitz  Dead 

Max  Moscowitz,  husband  of  Jennie 
Moscowitz,  who  starred  in  Jewish 
stage  parts  for  more  than  60  years, 
and  himself  an  important  theater 
figure  at  the  turn  of  the  century,  died 
at  his  family  home,  in  Manhattan. 
Moscowitz  retired  20  years  ago. 


Ed  Sullivan,  head  of  Paramount's 
home  office  photographic  department, 
on  Saturday  became  a  father  for  the 
second  time  when  a  girl,  Nancy  Lee, 
a  seven-pounder,  was  born  to  his 
wife  at  Park  East  Hospital  here.  The 
other  Sullivan  offspring  is  a   boy. 

George  Haag,  manager  of  Cen- 
tury's Franklin  Theater  in  Franklin 
Square,  L.  I.,  announces  the  birth  of 
an  8V2   pound  baby  boy. 
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Jack  L.  Warner,  Executive  Producer 
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Tuesday,  January  14, 


Eberson  Sees  Drop 
n  Building  Costs 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ket  in  encouraging  quantities,  he 
said,  and  former  hard-to-get  items 
are  once  more  becoming  apparent  in 
manufacturers'  catalogs.  Labor  is 
also  leveling  off,  and  he  cited  the  re- 
cent settlement  in  the  Building 
Council  towards  overtime  labor.  Pre- 
viously, said  Eberson,  bricklayers 
when  missing  a  day  of  work  would 
make  up  that  day  on  the  following 
Saturday,  with  the  contractor  being 
forced  to  pay  the  laborer  double 
time  for  that  day's  work.  This  prac- 
tice has  now  been  abolished,  with 
workers  putting  in  a  straight  40 
hour  week,  with  salary  subject  to 
union  contractual  agreement. 
No  Buyer's  M'k't  Yet 
Further  proof  of  the  market's 
stabilizing  trend,  Eberson  pointed 
out,  is  the  fact  that  supplies  are 
now  approaching  demand  in  many 
items.  But  there  is  still  no  buyer's 
market  in  the  industry,  he  said. 
Theater  building  is  coming  along 
rapidly  and  prices  on  materials  are 
finding  their  own '  level  as  competi- 
tion builds  up. 


France  Defers  Dubbing  Decree 

State  Dept.  Request  Brings  Hasty  Action 


(Continued   from  Page  1) 


Reciprocity  Com.  Will 
Hear  Johnston  in  Feb. 

(Continued   from  Page  1) 

U.  S.  businesses  calling  for  all-out 
support  of  the  Administration's  trade 
program. 

MPAA  President  Eric  A.  John- 
ston is  expected  to  appear  before  the 
full  committee  during  the  first  part 
of  February.  The  full  committee 
will  hold  general  hearings  for  three 
days,  then  resume  in  February.  Aft- 
er the  hearing  tomorrow,  the  hear- 
ing will  be  split  up  into  sections. 
The  case  of  the  -motion  picture  in- 
dustry will  be  heard  on  Feb.  3.  This 
subcommittee  hearing  MPAA  is 
headed  by  Winthrop  Brown,-  chief 
of  the  State  Department's  commer- 
cial policy  division.  Since  the  MPAA 
brief  is  already  filed,  however,  it  is 
expected  that  no  representative  of 
MPAA  will  appear  before  the  sub- 
committee. Johnston  will  appear  later 
before  the  full  committee. 

In  the  meantime,  Senate  Minority 
Leader  Alben  Barkley  gave  full  sup- 
port to  the  reciprocal  trade  program. 
Barkley  said  there  was  considerable 
Republican  sentiment  favoring  re- 
ciprocal trade  treaties.  Barkley 's 
position  was  made  in  a  statement  to 
the  Committee  for  Reciprocity  In- 
formation. 


try.     The  State  Department  had  re- 
quested the  U.  S.  Embassy  in  Paris 
'to    take    the    matter    up    with    the 
French  Foreign  Office  to  determine 
whether  the   decree   was   in   conflict 
with  the   Blum-Byrnes   film   accord. 
The  French  Government  now 
has  agreed  to  postpone  imposi- 
tion of  the  two-year  limit  until 
the   huge   backlog   of    films   ac- 
quired   by    non-Axis     countries 
during  the  war  is  exhausted.  In 
addition,     the     French     Govern- 
ment   has    agreed    that    the    ap- 
proval   of    only    one    ministry — 
the    Ministry    of    Information — 
shall    be    required    before    films 
may  be  dubbed.     Previously,  the 
French  had  ruled  that  approval 
of    the    Ministries    of    National 
Economy  and  Finance  also  must 
be  obtained. 

The  French,  according  to  advices 
received  here,  denied  that  the  de- 
cree was  aimed  at  limiting  importa- 
tion of  films  or  restricting  showing 
for  foreign  pix. 

Under  the  clarification  agreed  to 
by  the  French,  non-Axis  countries 
can  draw  upon  the  huge  backlog  of 
films  built  up  during  the  war. 
Former  Axis  countries,  however, 
cannot  dub  old  films,  but  must  use 
only  new  pix. 

Sources  here  indicated  that  under 
the  backlog  clarification,  imposition 
of  the  French  decree  would  be  post- 
poned at  least  two  years.  Most  U.  S. 
companies,  these  sources  pointed 
out,  only  want  to  use  top  old  pix, 
instead  of  dubbing  every  single  film 
that  was  made  in  this  country  dur- 
ing the  war.  U.  S.  companies  had 
protested  the  French  decree  because 


Canada  Takes  Wartime 
Controls  Off  Admissions 


"Story  Tips" 

Detroit  —  United  Detroit  Thea- 
ters are  trying  out  a  new  idea  in 
feature  advertising,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Alice  Gorham,  publicity  di- 
rector, called  "Story  Tips."  Idea  is 
to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  plot. 
Short  text  is  suitably  spaced  off  or 
placed    in    the  advertising  in   a   box. 


(Continued   from  Page  1) 

but  there  is  no  change  in  wartime 
taxation  which  continues  at  20  per 
cent  on  theater  grosses. 

Theater  prices  have  been  stabil- 
ized since  1940  basic  period  and  since 
then  operating  costs  have  gone  up 
for  which  no  relief  was  afforded  by 
Government.  Feeling  has  prevailed, 
however,  that  time  has  passed  for 
any  substantial  admission  price  in- 
creases with  commodities  already 
showing    signs    of  weakening   trend. 

President  J.  J.  Fitzgibbons  de- 
clared yesterday  that  Famous  Play- 
ers Canadian  would  not  raise  prices 
"as  long  as  our  volume  of  business 
remains  at  the  present  level." 

Even  if  necessarv  later,  any  in- 
crease would  be  slight,  he  prom- 
ised, adding  that  great  majority  of 
people  depended  upon  films  for  en- 
tertainment and  this  type  of  amuse- 
ment would  be  kept  within  reach  of 
everv  pocketbook.  Fitzgibbons  point- 
ed to  the  fact  theater  prices  in 
Canada  were  now  lower  than  in 
United  States,  Great  Britain  and 
elsewhere. 


this  country,  as  the  principal  pro- 
ducer of  films  during  the  war,  would 
be  hardest  hit. 

Although  the  switch  by  the 
French  was  generally  hailed  by 
film  industries  in  the  various 
countries  affected,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  question  of 
the  decree's  possible  conflict  with 
the  Blum-Byrnes  film  accord 
has  not  yet  been  decided.  It 
was  expected  here  that  the 
question  will  be  thoroughly 
aired  during  the  Geneva  meet- 
ing looking  towards  formation 
of  the  International  Trade  or- 
ganization. 

Informed  sources  here  minimized 
the  impact  of  the  decree  on  the  U.  S. 
film  industry,  stating  that  the 
French  move  was  the  result  of  a 
critical  exchange  problem  in  France. 
MPAA  member  companies  already 
had  agreed  to  limit  to  124  the  num- 
ber of  pix  imported  into  France  each 
year.  It  was  also  revealed  that  the 
French  have  begun  paying  off  the 
$8,000,000  due  American  companies, 
thus  putting  heavy  drain  on  French 
finances. 

The  French  on  January  1  sud- 
denly put  into  effect  a  decree  which 
was  ordered  in  July,  1945.  A  short 
time  after  the  imposition  of  the  de- 
cree, the  U.  S.  State  Department 
was  officially  notified  of  the  move. 
George  Canty,  State  Department  pix 
chief,  outlined  the  situation  in  a 
cable  to  the  U.  S.  Embassy  and 
asked  the  situation  be  taken  up  with 
the  French  Foreign  Office.  This  was 
done  and  in  less  than  two  weeks  the 
French  agreed  that  the  imposition 
of  the  decree  would  be  postponed. 


Sears  Predicts  $100,000 
"Outlaw"  Week  in  Dallas 


(Continued   from  Page  1) 

Friday.  With  Interstate  circuit  turn- 
ing down  the  pic,  Grad  Sears  and 
Joe  Unger  UA  sales  toppers,  and 
Harry  Gold,  of  Hughes  Productions, 
went  to  work  on  Dallas  indies  and 
the  result  looms  as  a  bonanza. 

Receipts  for  Friday's  biz  show 
$19,870  in  the  till  from  37,646  paid 
admissions,  despite  a  downpour 
which  mie'ht  have  reduced  returns 
considerably.  On  Saturday,  with 
40.325  admissions,  the  "take"  hit 
$19,768.  the  drop  in  gross  being  ac- 
counted for  bv  the  greater  number 
of  children's  admissions  at  12  cents. 
Pic  is  playing  to  adults  at  50  cents 
for  matinees,  60  cents  for  nights, 
the  nrevailing  down  prices. 

"The  Outlaw"  points  up  what  can 
be  done  without  selline  through 
normal  channels,  and  United  Artists 
is  goino-  full  speed  ahead  with  sim- 
ilar indie  plans  for  Fort  Worth  and 
Houston. 

Gold  said  ves4erday  that  the  total 
attendance  for  Fridav-Saturdav  was 
in  excess  of  21  per  cent  of  the  Dallas 
population. 


Grainger  Gets  Three 
Rep.  Sales  Division: 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
centration  on  top-bracket  proc 
Edward  L.  Walton,  vice-presi 
and  assistant  general  sales  mana 
will  assume  personal  supervisee 
sales  and  distribution  in  thjxpe.' 
ern  division,  consisting  of  thi1 ' 
western,  Prairie,  and  Pacific  C 
districts.  His  territory  includes 
Chicago,  Indianapolis,  Milwau 
and  Minneapolis  branches,  hei 
by  Midwestern  district  sales  t 
ager  Will  Baker;  the  St.  Louis, 
Moines,  Kansas  City,  and  On 
branches  headed  by  district  s 
manager  Nat  E.  Steinberg;  and 
Los  Angeles,  Denver,  Portland, 
Lake  City,  and  Seattle  offices,  he; 
by  district  sales  manager  Ear 
Collins. 

Walter   L.    Titus,    Jr.,    vice-p  1 
dent  formerly   in  charge   of  br;| 
operations,  joins  the  sales  orgarj 
tion,    assuming    supervision    of 
Southern    division,    covering    So 
ern  and  Southwestern  sales  distr 
His  territory  includes  Atlanta,  Cfl 
lotte,     New     Orleans,     and    TaiT 
headed    by    district    sales    man; 
Merritt  Davis;  and  Dallas,  Mem] 
Oklahoma  City,  and  Mexico  dis  ] 
headed  by  Norman  J.  Colquhour 

James    V.    O'Gara,    formerly  1 
ecutive    assistant   to    Grainger,   I 
been  appointed  Eastern  division  si 
manager,  his  territory  including! 
Eastern,  New  England,  and  Cei  I 
districts.     He  will  cover  New  Y\ 
Philadelphia,   and  Washing! 
branches,    headed    by    district   si 
manager  Maxwell  Gillis;  the  Bos 
Albany  and  Buffalo,  and  New  H; 
branches,    headed    by    district    s] 
manager  Frank  Dervin;  and  the 
troit,      Cleveland,     Cincinnati, 
Pittsburgh  branches,  headed  by  ■ 
trict  sales  manager  'Sam  Seplow 

John  P.  Curtin  will  continue 
function  as  executive  assistan' 
Grainger,  Walton,  Titus,  and  O'G 

Gordon  Kay  and  Mel  Tucker  1 
been  promoted  to   status   of  as; 
ate   producers    at   Republic    Stuc. 
In   general    re-alignment    of   as; 
ate  producer  assignments,  Kay  ■: 
handle    production    on    a    series 
Westerns.     In  new  set-up,  assoc 
producer    Sidney    Picker    will 
over  pictures  formerly   assignee 
Armand    Schaeffer,   who    is    lea' 
studio    Feb.    1.      George    Blair 
direct    pictures    for    associate 
ducer    William    J.    O'Sullivan, 
they  will  make  a  bow  as  a  tear 
forthcoming  "The   Finger  Worn 
Mike    Frankovich   will   be   assoc, 
producer  on  four  serials  a  year 


SICK  LIST 


RUTH  GILLIS,  assistant  to  M.  L.  Sin 
editor   of    M-G-M    sales    organ,    The    i 
tributor,   is   at   home   recuperating   fror 
operation    she    underwent    at   the    Hos 
for  Joint  Diseases. 


What  advertising  media  provides  greatest 
point-of-contact  EYE-CUE  for  patrons? 

Talking  TRAILERS,  on  the  SCREEN  .  .  . 
providing  a  Sample  of  the  picture  they 
will  see;  through  the  use  of  live  scenes 
and  showman-like  selling. . .  AND . . .  color- 
ful ACCESSORIES,  in  LOBBY  and 
FRONT,  to  arrest  attention  with  eye- 
appealing  art  and  picture-selling  display! 

How  can  patrons  be  reached  and  sold, 
through  "away- from -theatre"  advertising? 

Through  the  use  of  colorful  1  sheet,  3  sheet, 
6  sheet  and  24  sheet  Lithographs  for 
posting . . .  Window  Cards . . .  and  Heralds. 

What  firm  offers  ALL  of  these  services/ 
through  a  single  source,  and  backs  them  up 
with  a  reputation  for  proven  dependability? 

NATIONAL  SCREEN  SERVICE  provides 
ALL  of  these  services  from  31  exchanges, 
located  in  every  important  exchange 
center  in  the  United  States.  Over  a 
quarter-of-a-century  of  SERVICE  to 
satisfied  exhibitors  attests  to  The  PRIZE 
BABY's  craftsmanship  and  knowledge 
of  exhibitors'  requirements. 

e    PRIZE    BABY    is    YOUR    answer    to    Box    Office     EYE-CUE! 
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^  That's  why  we  are 
reproducing  this 
editorial  from  Film 
Daily  of  Wednesday, 
January  8. 
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BRITISH  PRODUCES  flSKIDG  HIGHER  QUOTAS 

Mono.  Won't  Cut  Down  "B" Production —Br oidy 


Ixtra  Emphasis,  However 
)n  High-Budget  Pix;  Adv. 
udget  Up  to  $1,500,000 


Announcing  the  biggest  production 
rogram  in  Monogram's  history, 
ith  special  emphasis  being  placed 
i  high-budget  pictures,  Steve 
roidy,  back  from  a  meeting  of 
[onogram  franchise  holders,  in  St. 
ouis,  disclosed  the  company's  final- 
.ed  plans  for  the  year  calling  for 
2  features  and  41  westerns  for 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


4-G-M  Records  Plans 
rs!  Release  in  March 


M-G-M  Records,  a  subsidiary  of 
ne  movie  company,  having  sur- 
lounted  the  many  hurdles  that  con- 
ront  a  new  enterprise,  hopes  to  re- 
jase  its  first  group  of  recordings 
arly  in  March,  according  to  Frank 
talker  who  heads  the  project. 

Walker  revealed  that  a  fine  group 
f  artists  have  been  signed  and  that 
ne  entire  country  is  being  covered  in 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


11  Wilkie  Ends  Para. 
7- Year  Stint  on  Friday 

Confirming  reports  of  his  resig- 
ation,  Al  Wilkie,  Paramount  pub- 
icity  chief  for  the  past  17  years, 
nnounced  yesterday  that  he  would 
rind  up  his  Paramount  duties  on 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


French  Films  More 
Popular  in  Berlin 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  French  films  are 
gaining  in  popularity  in  Berlin,  where 
four  nations,  included  the  United 
States  vie  for  the  interest  of  the 
Germans,  according  to  reports  re- 
ceived here.  These  indicate  that  in 
many  instances  the  French  pix  are 
outstripping  American,  British  and 
Russian  films  in  popularity.  A  new 
batch  of  U.  S.  films  are  due  to  be 
distributed  in  Berlin,  however,  which 
may  send  American  films  over  the 
top. 


BALABAN  TO  HEAD  UJA  PIX  DRIVE 

Accepts  Motion  Picture  Division  Chairmanship  at 
Invitation  of  Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr. 


Barney  Balaban,  Paramount's 
prexy,  has  been  named  national 
chairman  of  the  Motion  Picture  Divi- 
sion of  the  nation- 


wide $170,000,000 
campaign  of  the 
1947  United  Jew- 
ish Appeal  for 
Refugees,  Over- 
seas Needs  and 
Palestine,  Henry 
Morgenthau,  Jr., 
UJA  general 
chairman,  an- 
nounced  yester- 
day. 

In  accepting 
the  post  to  head 
the  film  drive  on 
behalf  of  the  UJA 
and  its  three  con- 
stituent agencies, 
the  Joint  Distribution  Committee, 
United  Palestine  Appeal  and  United 


BARNEY  BALABAN 


Service  for  New  Americans,  Balaban 
said  that  key  industry  leaders  on 
both  Coasts  have  been  invited  to 
serve  with  him  on  a  Divisional  Com- 
mittee to  mobilize  filmdom  behind 
the  program  for  the  relief,  re- 
settlement and  reconstruction  of 
Europe's  1,500,000  homeless  and  des- 
titute Jewish  survivors.  Their  names 
will  be  announced  at  a  later  date. 

Morgenthau,  in  announcing  Bala- 
ban's  appointment,  declared  the  lat- 
ters  acceptance  to  serve  with  us  in 
the  1947  campaign  of  the  United 
Jewish  Appeal  is  especially  hearten- 
ing in  view  of  his  long  public  record 
in  humanitarian  causes.  His  leader- 
ship in  this  year's  $170,000,000  cam- 
paign is  still  another  assurance  to 
Europe's  tragically  distressed  Jewish 
remnant  that  everything  possible  is 
being  done  to  bring  about  their  com- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


xhib  Leaders  Join    Eagle-Lion  After 
Greek  Orphan  Drive    Times  Square  House 


Heads  of  leading  independent  ex- 
hibitor groups  yesterday  joined  their 
support  in  collaboration  with  all  the 
leaders  of  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, in  the  Feb.  15-Mar.  15  industry 
appeal  to  "adopt  a  Greek  war  orphan 
for  every  theater  in  the  nation,"  in 
honor  of  Spyros  Skouras. 

At  a  luncheon  in  the  Hotel  Astor, 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


Faced  with  the  problem  of  obtain- 
ing Broadway  runs,  Eagle-Lion  top- 
pers are  reported  to  be  negotiating 
for  the  lease  or  purchase  of  a  first- 
run  house  in  the  Times  Square  area. 

Failure  to  contract  a  local  house 
forced  E-L  to  preem  their  initial  re- 
leases, "It's  A  Joke,  Son"  and  "Be- 
delia,"  in  Texas  and  Pennsylvania, 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


British  Pix  Overrated-- Wald 

WB  Producer  Says  H'wooc/  Not-So-Bad 


Excise  Tax  Continuation 
Backed  by  Republicans 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Republican  members 
of  the  tax-writing  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  yesterday  agreed 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Declaring  that  British  pix  were 
highly  over-rated,  Jerry  Wald,  WB 
producer  now  visiting  New  York, 
stated,  "Britain  has  not  contributed 
one  picture  that  has  given  us  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  British  prob- 
lems .  .  .  British  picture  makers  have 
done  nothing  but  give  us  pictures 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Also  Call  for  "De-Ameri- 
canization" of  Associated 
British  in  B  of  T  Memo 


London  (By  Cable) — Aboli- 
tion of  the  Renter's  Quota 
which  requires  American  dis- 
tribs.  to  produce  on  this  side  or  ac- 
quire British  pix  for  distribution, 
and  establishment  of  a  new  Exhib- 
itor Quota  based  on  playing  time  of 
first  features  and  the  supporting 
program,  separately,  is  urged  on  the 
(Continued  on    Page  6)         , 


Yonkers  Surplus  Is 
Tax  Monkeywrench 


Monkey  wrench  was  tossed  into 
plans  of  Yonkers'  politieos  to  saddle 
ticket  tax  and  increase  theater 
license  fee  when  Councilman  James 
A.  Sullivan  addressed  the  meeting  in 
the  City  Hall  yesterday  and  declared 
(Continued   on   Page  6) 


AFL  Seen  Ready  to  Speed 
Up  Arbitration  Plan 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  The  AFL  was  re- 
ported here  yesterday  as  ready  to 
get  the  jump  on  Congress  by  setting 
up  arbitration  machinery  to  end 
jurisdictional  strikes  within  the  Fed- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


iVFTC  Backs  MPAA 
On  Reciprocal  Trade 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — While  Congressional 
leaders  split  over  the  question,  the 
National  Foreign  Trade  Council  yes- 
terday lined  up  with  MPAA  in  call- 
ing for  extension  of  this  country's 
reciprocal    trade   program. 

John  Abbink,  chairman  of  the 
Trade  Council,  told  the  Committee 
for  Reciprocity  Information  that  the 
United  States  is  the  only  nation 
"in  a  position  to  lead  the  world  out 
cf  this  logjam  of  trade  barriers  and 
conditions  into  a  condition  which 
will  make  possible  the  development 
of  a  multilateral,  non-discriminatory 
world    trading  system." 
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NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High      Low     Close        Chg. 

Bell  &  Howell 20*4     2034     20^      

Columbia  Picts 187s     187s     187g   —     ]s 

East.   Kodak    218       216i4  216i4  —   V'A 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 2134     2134     2134      

Loew's,  Inc 243js     2334     2334  —     1/4 

Paramount     27 '4     27'  g     27' s    —      '  8 

RKO      135J      13'8      133s    -      i4 

Republic    Pict 634       65g       65s      

20th  Century-Fox    ...    3258     31%     325s    —    1'4 

Universal    Pict 2234     22' 8     2234   -j-      Ye 

Universal   Pict.  pfd.        82  82  82—1 

Warner  Bros 15'/2     15'4     15V4      

NEW   YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 434       4V2       4Vi      

RKO      4  3%       4  

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3  

Technicolor      15%     15'/8     15%'—     Vt 

Trans-Lux     4  4  4  

OVER   THE   COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor         4  43s 

Pathe      7%       8'4 


Mishkin,  Aide  to  Pincus 

Joseph  Pincus,  head  of  the  Eastern 
talent  department  of  20th-Fox,  yes- 
terday announced  the  appointment 
of  Meyer  Mishkin  as  his  executive 
assistant.  Mishkin  has  been  associ- 
ated with  the  New  York  talent  de- 
partment for  the  past  10  years. 


COfllMG  (MB  COinO 


MURRAY  SILVERSTONE,  president  of  20th- 
Fox  International,  will  leave  Saturday  for  a 
month's  tour  of  company  offices  in  England 
and    on    the    continent. 

BILL  SHERMAN,  district  manager  for  PRC, 
is    in    Indianapolis,    Ind.,   for  a    10-day  stay. 

THOMAS  D.  GOLDBERG,  owner  of  the  Hil- 
ton, Walbrook  and  Harford  Theaters  in  Balti- 
more, celebrated  his  25th  wedding  anniversary 
with  a  10-day  trip  to  Bermuda  for  his  wife  and 
himself. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  is  due  back 
next  week  from   Miami. 

JAY  EISENBERG,  liaison  between  M-G-M 
sales  and  kgal  department;  PINCUS  SOBER,  of 
the  Company's  legal  department,  and  IRVING 
HELFONT  of  the  sales  department,  returned 
yesterday    from    a    four-day    visit    to   Toronto. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
Reprints  and  Importations,  got  back  yesterday 
from   a  visit  to  Jacksonville  and   Atlanta. 

WILLIAM  HOLDEN,  Paramount  star,  Con- 
stellations into  LaGuardia  today  for  a  fort- 
nightly  visit  here. 

BENJAMIN  KRIM,  Eagle-Lion  prexy,  has  ar- 
rived  on    the   Coast. 

Paramount  branch  managers  ULRIK  F.  SMITH, 
Philadelphia;  J.  E.  FONTAINE,  Washington, 
and  D.  KIMELMAN,  Pittsburgh,  leave  for  Wash- 
ington Friday  for  a  branch  manager  confer- 
ence. 

HOWARD  DA  SILVA,  Paramount  player,  has 
returned    to    Hollywood    from    New    York. 

LESTER  COLEMAN,  assistant  to  George  A. 
Smith,  Para.  Western  division,  sales  manager, 
left  for  L.  A.  yesterday.  He'll  be  gone  two  or 
three    weeks. 

ARTHUR  LOEW,  president  of  Loew's  Interna- 
tional Corp.,  leaves  Hollywood  tomorrow  for 
New    York    after    studio    conferences. 


Power  Shortage  in  Japan 
Cutting  Into  Film  Takes 

Tokyo  (By  Cable)— Coal  shortage 
and  curtailment  of  hydro  electric 
power  has  resulted  in  cutting  film 
schedules  from  12  hours  to  six  hours. 

Film  exhibition  is  the  most  flour- 
ishing business  in  post  war  Japan. 
It  is  off  30  to  40  per  cent.  Income 
is  reported  halved.  Weekly  gross, 
before  curfew,  was  3,000.000  yen  in 
the  Shochiku  circuit.  This  is  abou: 
8200,000.  Circuit  has  14  houses. 
Power  companies  have  tried  to  im- 
pose an  every-other  day  schedule. 
Many  theaters  derive  power  from 
lines  servicing  buildings  used  by  oc- 
cupation forces  which  are  not  af- 
fected. 


Kalmenson  Ups  Marcus 
To  Milwaukee  Manager 

Ben  Kalmenson,  WB  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  has 
made  another  promotion  from  the 
ranks  in  the  appointment  of  Nat 
Marcus,  formerly  a  salesman,  to 
branch  manager  of  the  Milwaukee 
exchange,  succeeding  Don  Woods, 
who  was  promoted  to  manager  in 
Dallas.  Marcus  joined  Warners  five 
years  ago  as  a  Pittsburgh  salesman. 


1946    LIGHT    GRAY    PONTIAC 

convertible,  8  cylinders,  red  leather 
upholstery,  radio,  heater,  defroster  air- 
conditioner,  all  extras  including  mir- 
rors, spare  tire,  back-up  lights,  etc. 
Driven  400  miles.  Leaving  town. 
S3. 100.  Call  before  noon. 
Wlckersham  2-9294 


MICHAEL    REDGRAVE,     British    star,    in     New 
York    from    London,    en    route    to    Hollywood    for 
Fritz    Lang's    "The    Secret    Beyond    the    Door." 

MAC  KRIM,  partner  in  Krim  Brothers  circuit, 
Detroit,  now  in  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  for  the 
polo  season,  moves  to  Orlando,  Fla.,  in  a  week 
to    play    polo    there   for   the   season. 

DREW  EBERSON,  architect,  leaves  for  Mexi- 
co City,  Jan.  20,  for  co-ordinating  conferences 
with  his  firm's  branch  office  there.  Back  in 
about   10   days. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  Eastern  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  is  on  a  tour  of  branches  under  his 
supervision,  including  Buffalo,  Albany,  Boston 
and    New    Haven. 

LEON  J.  BAMBERGER,  RKO  Radio  sales  pro- 
motion manager,  will  attend  the  MPTO  of  St. 
Louis'  meeting  in  St.  Louis,  on  Jan.  20,  and 
then  will  attend  the  annual  convention  of  the 
ATO  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  at  William  Penn 
Hotel,    Pittsburgh,    Jan.    22-23. 

GEORGE  D.  BURROWS,  Monogram's  exec,  vee- 
pee,  returned  to  Hollywood  following  New  York 
conference  on  his  company's  1947  financing 
plans. 


New  York  SDG  Holds 
Convention  Saturday 

Annual  convention  of  the  X : 
York  Screen  Directors  Guild  will  tjj 
held  in  New  York,  Saturday,  at  ti 
Lotos  Club.  Business  meeting  w 
be  held  in  the  afternoon,  with  dinr.> 
in  the  evening  featuring  seve: 
prominent  speakers. 

Among  the  speakers  will  be  G_epn 
Stevens,  president  of  the  Scm^B' 
rectors  Guild  of  California  ^^Ro} 
Brooker,  director  of  visual  educatk 
j  of  the  U.  S.  office  of  education;  Jo:  j 
Shaw,  assistant  vice-president  ■) 
American  Telephone  and  Telegrap 
and  Paul  Alley,  director  of  films  f' 
XBC  television. 


Monogram  Asks  Court  to 
Dismiss  D'Arcy  Charges 

St.  Louis — Dismissal  of  a  $600,000 
anti-trust  damage  suit  was  asked 
in  U.  S.  District  Court  by  counsel 
for  Monogram  acting  joinrly  for  de- 
fendants in  an  action  brought  bv 
Martin  W.  D'Arcy.  Plaintiffs,  in- 
cluding Fanchon  &  Marco,  St.  Louis 
Missouri  Theater  and  James  and 
Edward  Arthur,  filed  a  complete  de- 
nial of  all  D'Arcv's  charges. 


Jonas  Arnold  to  E-L 
As  Press  Book  Editor 


Jonas  Arnold  has  been  named 
press  book  editor  for  Eagle-Lion 
Films,  according  to  an  announcement 
yesterday  by  Max  E.  Youngstein, 
director  of  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation.  Arnold  has  resigned  as 
promotion  manager  of  the  March  of 
Dimes  campaign  to  accept  his  new 
post. 

In  addition  to  his  new  duties,  Ar- 
nold will  also  handle  exhibitor  re- 
lations and  sales  promotion  for  E-L. 


Amelia  West  Dead 

Baltimore — Amelia  Gardner  West, 
81,  who  appeared  on  the  stage  before 
the  turn  of  the.  century,  died  here. 


IF  YOU    BUY 

STADIUM.    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR 

onHEJHESE 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 


Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 

Principal  Cities 


Jack  Cohn  to  Rio  and 
B.  A.  for  Col.  Parleys 

Jack  Cohn,  Col's  exec.  v.-p.  leav 
by  plane  today  to  attend  two  Co 
Int'l  conventions  at  which  he  will  1 1 
guest  of  honor.  First  convention  he 
oring  Cohn  will  be  held  in  Rio  i 
Janeiro  on  Jan.  21;  the  other, 
Buenos   Aires,   on   Jan.   31. 

Cohn  will  also  visit  his  company 
offices  in  Porto  Rico.  Port-of-Spa: 
Uruguay,    Chile,   Peru,    Panama, 
well    as    those    in    Argentina    a; 
Brazil.      He    expects    to    return 
Xew  York  about  Feb.  10. 


Goldman  Files  Appeal 

Philadelphia — An  appeal  has     e 
filed  by  William  Goldman  on  awa: 
by  Judge  William  Kirkpatrick,  in  1 
S.  District  Court,  of  all  profits  on  tl 
69th  Street  Theater  and  propertie 
counsel  fees  of  S5,000,  and  costs 
Frank  and  Sara  Blum,  plaintiffs.  Tl 
Blums  have  received  conveyance 
properties. 


jJEFFESSOK 

KENTUCKY  AVE.  NEAR  BEACf 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J. 

Special  Rates 
Winter- Spring:  Season 

American  and  European 
Plans 

Plantation  Cocktail  Lounge 
Daily  Concerts — Sun  Decks 

JOHN  H.  FETTEB,  Gen.  Mrr. 

KENTUCKY  AVE.,  NEAR  BEACH 
ATLANTIC  Cm.  N.  J. 

M      Dally     Per     Person      M 

£         (Two    in    Boom")  £ 

European  Plan — Open  AU  Tear 

Neto  Coach  and  Four 

GriU 

JOHN  H.   FETTER.   Om.   Ma*. 
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'ara.  Consolidates 
lorida  Theaters 


Miami — -In   a  move  to  consolidate 

e  operations  of  Paramount's  the- 
[er  interests  in  this  state,  Florida 
bate  Theaters,  Inc.,  with  headquar- 
ir— ^,  Jacksonville,  has  taken  over 
|i  p  Miami  and  Miami  Beach 
(uses,    previously    operated    under 

e  trade  name  Paramount  Enter- 
pises,  Inc. 

Move,  which  follows  recent  shif t- 

g  of  accounting  offices  from  Lake- 
md  to  Jacksonville,  centralizes  the 
mipany's  Florida  operations  in  that 
ty.  Effective  today,  Para.'s  Atlanta 
poking  and  buying  offices  will  also 
>  transferred  to  Jacksonville. 

Recent  changes  among  Florida 
fate  Theaters  personnel  have  re- 
nted in  the  following  lineup  of  de- 
iitment  heads:  Jesse  L.  Clark,  man- 
ger of  operations;  Guy  A.  Kenimer, 
instruction  and  maintenance  head; 
.  G.  Dryden,  film  department  man- 
ner; J.  L.  Cartright,  public  relations 

rector;  F.  L.  Alig,  treasurer,  and 
>seph  F.  Sweeney,  comptroller, 
i-ank  Rogers  and  Fred  H.  Kent  con- 
inue  as  president  and  vice-president 
id  George  C.  Hoover  remains  man- 
ger of  the  Miami  area. 


alabon  Accepts  Pix  Post 
is  Head  of  Jewish  Appeal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

unal  re-integration  and  reeonstruc- 
on. 

This  is  the  second  successive  year 
»at  the  Para,  topper  has  served 
ith  the  United  Jewish  Appeal  as 
ational  chairman  of  its  motion  pic- 
jie  division. 

In  accepting  his  post  Balaban  said: 
L  am  confident  that  we  in  the  indus- 
y  will  do  our  utmost  to  sustain 
lem  and  give  new  inspiration  to  the 
2wish  people  abroad." 


oew's  International  in 
hanghai  Theater  Buy 


Shanghai  (By  Cable) — Loew's  In- 
n-national has  purchased  the  Roxy 
ere.  Tommy  Farrell,  in  charge  of 
[-G-M  operations  in  China,  will  be 
lanager  of  the  house,  to  be  called 
le  M-G-M  Roxy. 

The  theater,  located  in  Bubbling 
'/ell  Road,  seats  1,500  and  is  air- 
Dnditioned. 

Special  attraction  for  Chinese 
few  Year's  Day  celebration,  Feb. 
4,  will  be  "Ziegfeld  Follies,"  Tech- 
icolor  feature. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIDGS  TO: 


Jan.   15 
Karl    Freund  William    Beaudine 

Lloyd   Bridges  Chauncey   Brown 

Elaine  Riley 


A  Reporter's  Report 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Many  a  small  exhib.  will  cheer  Steve  Broidy's 
assurance  that  Monogram  intends  no  cut  in  the  production  of  "B"  pix 
To  thousands  of  houses,  "B"  pix  mean  Bread-and-Butter  pix.  .  .  . 

•  Harry  F.  Shaw,  Loew-Poli  division  manager,  is  reported  taking  piano 
lessons   in  New  Haven Silent  pix   heading   for  a   comeback?    .   .   . 

•  Ted  R.  Gamble,  ATA  board  chairman,  speaks  Friday  night  at  a 
National  Education  Association  zone  conference  on  visual  instruction  in 
Portland,    Ore.    ...      •    Southern   Chairman    for  National  Laugh   Week 

in    April    will    be — you    guessed    it! — Kenny    Delmar Gloria    Jean 

goes  to  Britain  in  March  for  a  minimum  10-week  p.a.  tour  which  will 
bring  the  "Copacabana"  player  $75,000.  ...  •  Charles  Deckman, 
Cleveland  theater  man,  will  have  no  hotel  worries  on  his  motor  trip 
thru  Mexico   and  Latin  America He  has   a  trailer   with   him!    .   .   . 

•  Tommy  Lyman  heads  for  Hollywood  after  closing  at  Jimmy  Ryan's 
on  the  23rd.  ...  •  Ted  Garden  has  resigned  as  theater  booker  for 
the  Lawrence  Golden  office  to  join  in  legit,  production  with  Jercy  Cargill. 

•  Blame  that  drop  in  film  stock  values  upon  the  Statutory  Court's  decree 
rather  than  any  falling  off  in  film  grosses.  ...  •  UA  is  getting  50 
per  cent  terms  from  those  Dallas  indies  for  "The  Outlaw.".  .  .  •  Musi- 
cal Courier  is   inaugurating    a  poll  to   award  annual  citations   for   the 

best  film  music Poll  runs  to  April  15.  .  .   .     •  Night  baseball  is 

hurting  Havana  theater  biz  not  a  little.  ...  •  Andre  De  Toth,  now 
megging  Enterprise's  "The  Other  Love,"  is  negotiating  by  cable  for 
Broadway  rights  to  French  play,  "Romeo  de  Jeneatte.".  .  .  •  Eagle- 
Lion  plans  for  the  future — you'll  hear  about  'em  later — were  discussed 
at  a  meeting  of  Pathe  Industries'   board  in  Cleveland  last   week 


Nine  Circuits  in  "Dimes' 
Drive;  List  More  Prizes 


Raths,  Pioneer  St.  Paul 
Theater  Owner,  Dead 


Place  French  Gross 
At  8  Billion  Francs 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Pix  from  all  coun- 
tries grossed  eight  billion  francs  in 
France  during  1945  -  46,  Nathan 
Golden,  Department  of  Commerce 
film  chief,  reported  yesterday. 

Based  on  reports  from  Turner  C. 
Cameron,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Embassy  attache 
at  Paris,  Golden  also  said  attendance 
in  France's  4,650  commercial  film 
theaters  in  the  same  period  amounted 
to  8,000,000  persons  weekly  or  ap- 
proximately 20  per  cent  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

Taxes  paid  by  these  theaters  in 
1945-46,  Golden  said,  totalled  2,350,- 
000,000  francs — or  about  30  per  cent 
of  gross  receipts. 

Of  France's  4,650  theaters,  about 
340  are  located  in  Paris  and  450  in 
the  nearby  suburbs.  In  addition, 
Golden  reported,  there  are  in  opera- 
tion as  of  December,  1946,  about 
1,100  permanent  16  mm.  theaters  and 
1,700  touring  or  mobile  theaters  serv- 
ing about  10,000  localities  in  France. 

In  French  North  Africa,  there  are 
a  total  of  349  regular  commercial 
theaters,  of  which  244  are  in  Algeria, 
72  in  Tunisia,  and  53  in  French 
Morocco. 


Nine  more  circuits  have  joined  the 
March  of  Dimes  campaign  which 
gets  under  way  Jan.  24.  Word  was 
received  yesterday  at  local  headquar- 
ters that  the  Comerford,  Kallet,  Mc- 
Collum  and  Community  circuits,  the 
latter  two  in  Cleveland  and  Illinois, 
respectively,  will  assist  in  fund  rais- 

Additional  pledges  for  participa- 
tion come  from  the  Frisina  Circuit 
Amusement  Co.,  111.;  R.  D.  Goldberg 
Theater  Corp.,  Omaha;  Hunt's  The- 
aters, N.  J.;  Ralph  E.  Snider  The- 
atrical Enterprises,  Mass.,  and  Sun- 
ny-Mount Theaters,  Calif. 

It  was  also  announced  by  Emil  C. 
Jensen,  director  of  the  motion  pic- 
ture division,  that  National  Screen 
Service  will  again  this  year  handle 
distribution  of  a  special  trailer  fea- 
turing Greer  Garson.  Other  acces- 
sories will  be  serviced  by  local  com- 
mittees of  the  National  Foundation 
for  Infantile  Paralysis. 

New  prizes  for  exhibitors  making 
the  best  showing  in  collections  dur- 
ing the  week  of  the  drive  include: 
Haviland  china,  a  Ceil  Chapman 
wrap,  a  Garod  radio,  a  set  of  The 
Book  of  Knowledge,  an  Ampro  8  mm. 
projector,  Rembrandt  phonograph, 
Kingston  watch,  Charles,  of  the  Ritz, 
makeup,  Fownes  gloves,  gold  Ever- 
sharp  pens,  electric  irons,  a  year's 
supply  of  cigarettes,  perfume  by 
Schaparelli,  a  Walt  Disney  original 
drawing  and  a  Hammonton  Park 
man's  suit. 


St.  Paul — Funeral  services  will  be 
held  today  for  Otto  N.  Raths,  72, 
pioneer  theater  man,  who  died  Sun- 
day of  a  throat  ailment  in  Veterans 
Hospital  at  Fort  Snelling.  Raths 
was  credited  with  opening  the  first 
film  theater  in  St.  Paul,  and  was 
president  of  the  Independent  Ex- 
hibitors and  Allied  Theater  Owners 
of  Minnesota,  North  Dakota  and 
South  Dakota  in  1932. 

A  relative  of  the  late  Al  Steffes, 
he  also  organized  what  is  now  Ray- 
Bell  Films,  commercial  film  manu- 
facturers,  St.  Paul. 

Surviving  are  his  wife,  Elian;  a 
son,  Otto,  Jr.;  a  half  sister  and 
three  brothers. 


Story  Productions'  First 
To  be  Distributed  by  UA 

Formal  announcement  that  UA 
would  release  Story  Prod.'s  first 
pic,  "This  Side  of  Innocence,"  came 
yesterday  in  the  wake  of  a  UA 
board  meeting.  Deal  was  signed 
during  the  recent  trip  East  of  Ar- 
mand  S.  Deutsch  and  Hal  Home, 
who  plan  early  Spring  shooting  of 
the  Taylor  Caldwell  best  seller. 


Filmack's  Gould  Dead 

Chicago  —  Meyer  Gould,  Filmack 
Co.  comptroller  for  the  past  20  years, 
is  dead  from  a  heart  attack.  Sur- 
viving is  his  wife,  Adelaine. 


Eagle-Lion  Seeking 
First-Run  B'way  House 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

respectively,  thereby  busting  nation- 
wide without  benefit  of  the  publicity 
and  reviews  that  accompany  a  Main 
Stem  opening. 

Company  will  have  two  other  re- 
leases available  shortly,  "Lost 
Honeymoon"  and  "The  Adventuress," 
and  E-L  heads  are  alarmed  at  the 
prospect  of  continued  inability  to 
preem  pix  in  New  York. 

Rank,  Eagle-Lion  Discuss 
Reciprocal  Distrib.  Deal 

West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  — -  Robert  Benjamin, 
president  of  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organi- 
zation in  U.  S.,  and  general  counsel 
for  Pathe  Industries,  is  here  with  J. 
B.  L.  Lawrence,  representative  of 
Rank,  to  discuss  new  developments 
in  reciprocal  distribution  deal  be- 
tween the  Rank  company  and  Eagle- 
Lion.  First  Eagle-Lion  pic  to  be  dis- 
tributed abroad  by  Rank  will  be 
"Lost  Honeymoon." 


UJEDDIRG  BELLS 


Blumberg-Meyers 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Doris  J.  Blumberg, 
daughter  of  Nate  Blumberg,  Univer- 
sal prexy,  and  Stanley  Meyers,  son 
of  Fred  Meyers,  20th-Fox  labor  rela- 
tions executive,  were  married  yes- 
terday, at  the  Blumberg  home,  in 
Van  Nuys. 

Couple  will  leave  for  a  Continental 
honeymoon  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth, 
sailing  from  New  York  Saturday. 
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Wednesday,  January  15,  1' 


Exhib.  Leaders  Join 
Greek  Orphan  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
where  the  general  executive  com- 
mittee, headed  by  Tom  Connors,  of 
20th-Fox;  Ned  Depinet  of  RKO;  Jack 
Cohn,  Columbia;  and  Si  Fabian  were 
hosts  to  Jack  Kirsch,  national  presi- 
dent of  Allied;  Fred  H.  Wehrenberg, 
president  of  MPTOA;  Herman  Levy, 
general  counsel,  MPTOA;  Robert 
Coyne,  ITOA,  it  was  stressed  that 
appeal  will  not  be  made  to  the  public, 
and  that  the  $80  needed  for  each 
child  will  come  from  employer  and 
owner  contributions. 

A  message  from  Robert  H.  Poole, 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  Conference  of 
independent  theaters,  announcing  his 
intention  to  co-operate,  was  read  by 
Connors.  A  similar  message  came 
from  Al  Lichtman  for  Hollywood. 

Attending  the  luncheon  in  addition 
to  those  named  were  George  Xan- 
thacky,  of  Greek  War  Relief;  Leon 
Bamberger,  Ben  Serkowich,  William 
Plunkett,  Philip  Harling,  Harry 
Brandt,  Harry  Kalmine. 

SPG  Inducts  Tonight 

Induction  of  newly  elected  officers 
of  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild  will ' 
take  place  tonight  in  the  Hotel  Pic- 
cadilly. Recently  elected  were:  Leon 
Roth,  president;  Phil  Gerard,  vice- 
president;  Ben  Wertheim,  vice-presi- 
dent; Helen  Gwynn,  secretary;  Her- 
man Silver,  treasurer. 


Brit.  Prods.  Ask 


r  Quotas 


"Purifying"  Assoc.  British  Is  Major  Point 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


Board  of  Trade  by  the  British  Film 
Producers  Association  of  which  J. 
Arthur  Rank  is  president. 

The  BFPA  memorandum,  drafted 
in  mid-December  and  sent  early  in 
the  year  to  Sir  Stafford  Cripps,  pres- 
ident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  a 
request  that  its    contents    be   made 
public  as   soon  as  possible,  was  re- 
leased for  publication  yesterday. 
Among    its    more    important 
points  is  the  inclusion  of  a  para- 
graph   in    which    the    Board    of 
Trade  is  urged  to  take  steps  to 
"de- Americanize"     Associated 
British  Pictures.     The  target  is 
Warner     Bros,    which    owns    a 
37  l/z    per    cent    interest    in    the 
company.    Control  is  understood 
held  by   the  estate   of  the   late 
John  Maxwell. 

The  BFPA  would  have  the  new 
Exhibitor  Quota  based  on  playing 
time  of  first  features  and  ithe  sup- 
porting program  separately  in  the 
ratio  of  six  to  10  British  pix  in  26 
features,  and  four  to  10  in  the  sup- 
porting program,  worked  on  a  26 
weeks'   basis. 

Other  proposals  of  the  BFPA 
call  for  the  extension  of  the 
quota  Act  to  cover  16  mm.  as 
well  as  35  mm.  films  and  the  in- 
clusion in  the  new  10-year 
statute  of  the  circuit  undertak- 


^Different 
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*  Paramount  and  John 
Farrow  made  it  some- 
thing new  in  Technicolor 
spectacle. 


from 
all 

others 
is 


1 


T 
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ing  of  last  year  to  show  six 
indie  produced  British  pix  be- 
pond  the  quota. 

The  producers  association  also 
asks  that  its  representation  on  the 
Films  Council  be  increased  from 
the  present  two  members  to  four 
memoers,  plus  one  for  shorts. 

Additionally,  the  producers  urge 
strict  enforcement  of  the  new  law 
on  theaters,  but  with  safeguards 
for  those  indies  unable  to  meet  the 
quota  because  of  circuit  competition. 

In  December,  1944,  the  Board  of 
Trade  amended  quota  percentages 
as  follows:  1945-46,  renters,  20  per 
cent,  exhibitors,  15  per  cent;  1946- 
47,  22 y2  and  17y2;  1947-48,  25  and  20. 
Would  Go  Up  to  38% 

Since  1938  when  the  Quota  law 
was  promulgated,  the  sum  total  has 
risen  on  a  sliding  scale  of  from  20 
per  cent  for  features,  15  per  cent 
for  shorts,  for  distributors,  and  15 
per  cent  for  features  and  12%  per 
cent  for  shorts,  for  exhibitors,  to  the 
figures  listed  above.  The  new  recom- 
mendations boost  the  figure  up  to  38 
per  cent  of  yearly  playing  time. 

The  Board  of  Trade,  moving  to 
get  the  forthcoming  legislation  be- 
fore Parliament  during  the  Autumn 
session,  yesterday  sent  various  in- 
dustry representations  to  the  Films 
Council's  quota  committee  for  con- 
sideration. 

Thus  far,  the  Board  has  received 
the  views  of  ithe  CEA,  News  Theater 
Association,  Short  Film  Makers,  the 
ACT  General  Council,  the  Labor 
Party  Committee  and  Sir  Alexander 
Korda  as  well  as  the  results  of  the 
conversations  between  Eric  A.  John- 
ston of  MPAA  and  Prime  Minister 
Atlee  and  ,Sir  Stafford  Cripps. 


Gerald  Mayer  Points  to 
Rank's  Quota  Assurance 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Gerald  Mayer,  man- 
aging director  of  MPEA  interna- 
tional, said  he  was  vitally  inter- 
ested in  BFPA  quota  act  proposal 
made  public  yesterday,  but  said  he 
was  not  alarmed  by  it. 

He  said  that  J.  Arthur  Rank  had 
assured  Eric  A.  Johnston  last  No- 
vember in  England  that  he  was  in 
favor  of  Johnston's  suggestion  to 
extend  the  Quota  Act  for  a  year. 


Keenan  Hindered  By 
Hutcheson's  Stand 


Chicago  —  With  his  departure 
deadline  drawing  near,  Joseph  D. 
Keenan,  AFL  executive,  is  reported 
unable  to  secure  co-operation  from 
William  Hutcheson,  Carpenter's 
Union  chief,  in  a  late  effort  to  settle 
the  Hollywood  studio  dispute  before 
leaving  for  Germany  as  labor  advisor 
to  the  military  government. 

Keenan  has  been  in  touch  with 
Richard  Walsh,  IA  president,  who 
has  expressed  willingness  to  comply 
with  Keenan's  desire  to  settle  the 
strike  prior  to  his  embarkation. 


Yonkers  Surplus  Is 
Tax  Monkeywrench 


(Continued   from  Page  1) 

that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Yon  , 
will  probably   have   a   surplus   ( 
million   dollars  in  the  city  trea: 
there   was    no    cause   for  ^S>\isi 
tax  or  increased  license  fee^xr/    i 

City  Controller  Thomas  Kenn  i 
champion  of  the  city  admission  i 
immediately  invited  Sullivan  t  j 
private  conference. 

Abe  Mopper,  of  Weisman,  Ce| 
Quinn,  Allen  and  Spett,  represen  ; 
the  ITOA  of  N.  Y.  assailed  the 
measure   as    discriminatory   sine 
singled  out  movie  patrons  as  the 
of  such  taxation.  He  also  emphas  ' 
the   fact  that  since  movies  are  ! 
poor  man's  entertainment,  such  a 
would  be  grossly  unfair  to  mill  i 
of  movie-goers. 

ITOA's  stand  was  that  if  sue ' 
tax  proposal  succeeded,  the  exhih 
would  have  no  other  alternative 
to   inform    his    patrons   for   the  ! 
crease  in  admission  prices,  in  s 
cases   the  overall   tax  would   be 
per  cent  of  the  admission  price, 
public,    Mopper   said,   would   be 
mistakably    informed    on    wh  I 
shoulders  the  blame  should  fall  I 
any  undue  increases  in  ticket  pri  j 

Ironical  note:  When  the  Com) J 
Council  met  yesterday,  no  enab 
legislation  had  yet  been  drafted 
Albany's  approval. 

Samuel  Orson  of  the  Kent  The. 
and  Harold  Freedman  of  the  Ten 
Theater,    also    spoke,    offering   t  I 
reasons  why  the  proposed  legisla 
would  be  ill-advised  as  well  as 
fair.     Bystanders    from    RKO 
Loews    theaters    also    attended 
meeting. 

Excise  Tax  Continuation 
Backed  By  Republicans 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
that    most    excise    taxes    should 
continued    indefinitely,    it    was 
ported  yesterday.     The  decision 
portedly   was   reached   at   a    spe 
meeting  of  the  committee's  Repr 
can   members.     While  members 
clined    to    detail    what   taxes   wc 
be  affected  by  the  decision,  it 
learned  that  the  theater  admiss: 
tax  will  be  one  of  the  levies  to< 
retained. 

The  Film  Daily  has  previor 
reported  that  Chairman  Knutsor 
the  Ways  and  Means  Committee 
reversed    his    stand    and    was    i 
plugging  for  a  continuation   of 
excise  levies. 


Al  Wilkie  Ends  Para. 
17-Yr.  Stint  on  Friday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Friday.  Resignation  was  submii 
Jan.  3.  Wilkie,  denying  publis 
reports  that  he  plans  to  return 
Hollywood,  said  he  would  leave  I 
York  about  Feb.  1  for  a  two-mo 
vacation  in  the  South.  He  exp> 
to  announce  his  new  business  affi 
tion  on  his  return  about  April  1. 
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i  Continued  from  Page  1) 
'Henry    V,'    'Caesar    and    Cleo- 
■a'  and  'Brief  Encounter.'  "  Wald 
;.itted,  however,  that  these  were 
•  good  pictures. 

ji=itack  was  directed  not  so 
[fc„  ftainst  foreign  pictures,  but 
jier  in  defense  of  Hollywood, 
iting  to  the  many  pioneer  efforts 
ile  by  Warners.  He  added  that 
lgh  Hollywood  was  far  from  per- 
,  so  were  book  publishers  and 
adway  producers. 

Dubious  on  Indies 
j/ald   also   punctured    the    impor- 
be     of     independent     producers, 
•ihasizing:   "I 
rt  think  the 
jpendent    pro- 
cers   can    do 
fch.   They  have 
jn  a  k  e  'insur- 
c  e  '    pictures. 
I  e  r  a  g  e    pro- 
Er   has    to    be 
imercial.     One 

and  he's  out 
[business.  I 
't  think  a  pic- 
's 1  i  k  e  'Chain 
jig'  or  'Zola' 
dd  ever  have 
e  from  an  in- 

endent.  The 

lep  en  dents  JERRY  wald 

't  afford  to  develop  a  personal- 
' 

gain,  Wald  pointed  to  Warners' 
grange  effort  to  develop  writing, 
acting,   producing   and   other  tal- 

from  inside   its  studios. 
ecrying  the  lack  of  initiative  on 
part  of  Hollywood  writers,  Wald 
sted  "There  are  very  few  writers 
Hollywood  who  would   sit   down 

write  an  original  screen  play." 
said  if  they  are  so  "hamstrung," 
'  don't  they  write  something  on 
r  own  and  offer  their  work  to  a 
iucer,  as  Krasna  and  other  writ- 
have  done? 

nplying  that  the  success  of  a  film 
ended  on  the  writer,  Wald  also 
;ed  "When  you  have  a  good 
ipt,  I  doubt  whether  bad  directing 
bad  acting  would  ruin  it  very 
fch." 


Mono.  To  Keep  Up  "B"  Activity 

Hi-Budget  Pix  To  Get  Special  Emphasis 


(Continued   from  Page  1) 


Monogram,  with  a  minimum  of  six 
features  for  Allied  Artists. 

Broidy  pointed  out  that  the  com- 

;  pany  would  not  cut  down  production 

plans    on    low-budget    pictures.    "In 

I  no  way  will  we  minimize  the  num- 

I  ber  or  the  quality  of  our  B-pictures," 

said    Broidy.    "And   if   studio   space 

were  available,  we  would  make  more 

B's     than     are     scheduled     at     the 

moment." 

$2,000,000  via  "Suspense" 

Expanding  on  the  company's  new 
venture  into  high-budget  pictures, 
Broidy  said  that  large  grosses  are 
being  recorded  on  "Suspense,"  which 


Steve  Broidy,  Mono,  prexy,  has 
set  March  1  as  starting  date  for 
"New  Mexico,"  high-budget  western 
production  skedded  for  filming  in  its 
entirety  in  that  state.  Max  Trell  is 
scripting  for  producer  Irving  Allen, 
who  recently  directed-produced 
"High  Conquest." 


is  expected  to  gross  upwards  of  $2,- 
000,000  compared  to  a  production 
cost  of  $1,019,000.  Company's  most 
ambitious  offering  to  date  is  Roy 
Del  Ruth's  "It  Happened  on  Fifth 
Avenue,"  which  cost  $1,300,000,  and 
is  an  Allied  Artists  release.  Adver- 
tising budget  for  the  picture  which 
was  sneaked  in  California  to  rave 
responses,  will  be  $165,000  for  na- 
tional, fan,  and  trade  paper  ads. 

Increased  budgets  will  be  placed  on 
all  high-bracket  Allied  Artists  re- 
leases as  well  as  the  regular  Mono- 


'Guidance"  In  Spain 
Spells  Restrictions 

Madrid  (Via  Airmail)  —  "Guid- 
ance" is  the  new  word  in  Spain  for 
mport  restrictions  and  the  promul- 
gation of  censorship. 

Junta  Superior  de  Orientacion 
Zinematografica  is  the  new  official 
itle.  Translated  it  means  Superior 
card  on  Motion  Picture  Guidance, 
t  will  not  directly  interfere  in  Span- 
ish production  but  will  exert  influ- 
ence on  finished  films. 

The  Superior  Board  is'  authorized 
o  approve  or  reject  dubbing  of  im- 
ports. It  also  determines  whether 
bcltrbiticn   is  advised   via  subtitles. 


French  Replaces  Friedl 
As  Minn.  Circuit's  Head 


Minneapolis — Harry  B.  French,  as- 
sistant to  John  J.  Friedl,  president 
of  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  since 
1942,  has  moved  into  the  position 
vacated  by  Friedl  who  resigned  Mon- 
day. French  stated  that  there  would 
be  no  other  changes  in  personnel 
among  the  executive  department 
heads,  .or  in  the  circuit's  operating 
policy. 

Friedl's  resignation  was  accepted 
by  Leonard  Goldenson,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Paramount,  with  which  Min- 
nesota Amusement  is  affiliated,  who 
arrived  from  New  York  to  install 
French  in  the  post,  which  he  occu- 
pied several  months  last  year  while 
Friedl  was  barred  from  work  by 
doctor's  order.  Friedl  will  retire 
from  all  business  activities. 

French  started  in  the  theatrical 
business  in  Mankato,  Minn.,  in  1912. 
He  combined  his  theaters  with  the 
old  Finkelstein  &  Rubin  circuit  in 
1923  and  became  Southern  Minne- 
sota district  manager.  He  was  ele- 
vated to  Southern  district  manager 
in  1929  when  Publix  assumed  con- 
trol of  the  circuit. 


gram  pictures.  Company  is  also  in 
process  of  filming  "Black  Gold,"  first 
Monogram  Cinecolor  venture,  with  a 
50  per  cent  increase  in  budget  over 
the  starting  schedule. 

Monogram  has  outgrown  its  pres- 
ent studio  facilities  and  has  been 
forced  to  use  other  companies'  lots 
to  keep  up  its  present  schedule.  Com- 
pany will  rebuild  when  materials  and 
prices  are  at  a  more  equitable  level, 
according  to  Broidy,  who  added:  "I 
don't  want  to  spend  $21  for  a  barrel 
of  nails." 

$1,500,000  For  Advertising 

For  the  first  time  in  Monogram's 
history, -the  company's  advertising 
budget  will  exceed  $1,500,000,  and 
will  be  20  per  cent  more  than  ever 
spent  for  advertising. 

Enumerating  profits  of  the  past 
year,  Broidy  said  that  foreign  busi- 
ness was  130  per  cent  over  the  1945 
total  in  collections  for  the  same  per- 
iod, while  domestic  business  recorded 
a  24  per  cent  increase  in  collections. 

When  asked  about  Monogram's 
plan  for  operating  under  the  rulings 
of  the  consent  decree,  Broidy  said: 
"Until  advised  to  the  contrary,  Mon- 
ogram will  continue  to  operate  as 
before.  The  matter  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  company  lawyers  who  will 
advise  us  on  what  course  to  take." 


M-G-M  Records  Plans 
First  Release  in  March 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  matter  of  allotment  of  franchises 
to  distributors.  While  official  an- 
nouncement of  the  talent  lineup  will 
not  be  made  until  the  latter  part  of 
February,  it  was  learned  through 
other  sources  that  Jimmy  Dorsey, 
Kate  Smith,  Blue  Barron,  Jimmy 
Durante,  Helen  Forest,  Kathryn 
Grayson  and  Ziggy  Ellman  are 
among  those  already  pacted. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  company 
will  draw  heavily  upon  its  stable  of 
film  stars  for  recording  purposes, 
and  some  individual  platters  or 
albums  might  well  originate  from  a 
pic.  The  first  release,  for  instance, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  Coast, 
will  be  an  album  of  Jerome  Kern 
tunes  from  "Till  The  Clouds  Roll  By." 


AFL  Seen  Ready  to  Speed 
Up  Arbitration  Plan 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
eration.     Hope   was    expressed    that 
the   plan   would   put   a   stop   to   the 
Hollywood  strike,  now  in  its  fourth 
month. 

AFL  spokesmen  declined  to  com- 
ment directly  on  the  question,  except 
to  say  that  some  such  plan  was  un- 
der consideration. 


*  "■" 


THIS  MAIN  TITLE  IS  WINNING  TOP 
MOTION  PICTURE  HONORS  FOR  1946! 


*y 


N.  Y.  Times'  "Ten  Best  Pictures  of  the  Year"  hails  'stairway  to  heaven,' 
'henry  v'  and  'brief  encounter'  among  the  1946  winners  with  Bosley 
Crowther  awarding  'stairway  to  heaven,'  "the  highest  recommendation 
of  any  film  of  the  year!" 


The  National  Board  of  Review  of  Motion  Pictures  announces  its  choice  of 
'henry  v'  as  the  best  film  of  1946— and  rates  'brief  encounter'  high 
on  its  list  of  the  year's  ten  best  films ! 


The  N.  Y.  Critics  Circle  honors  Laurence  Olivier  as  "the  year's  best  male 
performer"  for  his  role  in  'henry  v';  and  Celia  Johnson  as  the  "best 
female  performer"  for  'brief  encounter'! 


Film  Daily  poll  of  motion  picture  critics  selects  'henry  v'  as  one  of  the 
ten  best  pictures  of  the  year ! 


Time  Magazine  lauds  'henry  v'  and  'brief  encounter'  in  its  choice  of 
1946's  top  motion  pictures!  The  N.  Y.  Newspaper  Guild  awards  Laurence 
Olivier  the  crown  for  the  best  motion  picture  performance  of  1946  in 
'henry  v'! 

Rose  Pelswick,  N.  Y.  Journal -American,  picks  'henry  v'  and  'brief 
encounter'  in  her  list  of  the  year's  ten  top  films!  Archer  Winsten, 
N.  Y.  Post,  hails  'stairway  to  heaven,'  'brief  encounter,'  'henry  v' 
and  'dead  of  night,'  four  out  of  ten  in  his  choice  of  1946's  best  ten ! 

...and  still  more  to  come! 


M.    P.    Production  Dist. 

28  W.    44th   St.    21st   floor 


itimate  in  Character 
ternational  in  Scope 
lependent  in  Thought 
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OURT  ORDERS  f  LRT  B6J1TRL  PATH  B€  BRR6D 

Would  Develop  Germany  as  Huge  U.  S.  Pix  Mart 


mmer  Lays  Groundwork 
•  Acceptance  of  Amer- 
m  Pictures  by  Germans 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

■hington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Moves  are  quietly 
ler  way  to   develop   Germany   as 

of  the  biggest  overseas  markets 

American  motion  pictures,  it  was 

med  on  high  authority  yesterday. 

tpart   from    the    commercial    bo- 

iza  for  the   U.    S.   film   industry, 

moves    are    predicated    on    two 
nits : 

1,    Increasing    recognition    by 
|he    U.    S.    Government    of    the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


urland  Heads  MPAA 
it'l  Info.  Center 


,st  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
3ollywood — Addison  Durland  has 
m  named  chief  of  a  new  central 
ernational  information  center  es- 
jlished  here  by  Gerald  Mayer, 
id  of  the  Motion  Picture  Associa- 
<n's  international  division.  Previ- 
sly,  Durland  was  with  the  Interna- 
nal  Information  and  Cultural  Af- 
( Continued  on    Page  6) 


3  of  Carolinas  Meeting 
<pected  to  Draw  500 

Charlotte,  N.  C  —  The  Theater 
vners  of  North  and  South  Caro- 
|a,  Inc.,  will  meet  in  Charlotte  for 
35th  annual  convention,  Jan.  26- 
|  Mrs.  Pauline  Griffith,  secretary, 
id  yesterday  that  over  500  are  ex- 
ited to  attend.  Ben  Strozier  of 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


Will  Discuss  Ealing 
Aussie  Production 

Sydney  (By  Cable)— Syd  Gresham 
and  Harry  Watt  leave  for  England 
by  plane  Saturday  for  discussions  on 
future  production  plans  of  Ealing 
Studios  in  Australia.  Harry  Watt  ex- 
pects to  return  in  April  to  com- 
mence shooting  the  new  pic  "Eureka 
Stockade."  It  is  stated  Ealing  is 
negotiating  for  the  screen  rights  of 
"Robbery   Under  Arms." 


American  Film  Companies  Expected  to  Dub 

Rather  Than  Produce  Features  in  Germany 

Berlin  (By  Air  Mail) — American  film  companies  soon  will  make  a  decision 
whether  to  produce  in  Germany  or  concentrate  their  efforts  on  dubbing  pix  in 
the  country.  Since  producing  films  here  would,  in  effect,  put  American  com- 
panies in  competition  with  their  own  product  for  the  huge  German  market,  it 
is  believed  that  the  accent  will  be  on  dubbing  films. 

The  avowed  American  plan  for  Germany  is  to  build  up  its  export  trade  to  the 
point  where  less  American  dollars  will  be  needed  to  put  the  country  on  its  feet. 
This  follows  with  the  German  pix  industry,  but  with  the  reservation  that  the 
industry  will  be  kept  "within  bounds."  In  other  words  the  film  industry  will 
not  be  built  up  to  the  point  where  it  would  overproduce  and  call  for  restric- 
tions on  foreign  films  to  rescue  it  from  collapse. 


Distribs.  Sued  by  Penn. 
Exhibs.  Win  Right  to  Scan 
Daily  Admission  Records 


Int.  Pix  Trade  Info 
Asked  by  Stale  Depl. 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Information  on  trade 
barriers   and   international  film  dis- 
tribution problems  from  which  relief 
is  sought  has  been  asked  major  and 
independent   film   companies   by  the 
State  Department.    Ultimately  these 
suggestions  and  the  information  will 
be   studied  by  trade  experts  in  the 
writing  of  a  bi-lateral  trade  agree- 
ment with  18  foreign  countries. 
The  State  Department  also  asked 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 

FitzPatrick  to  Resume 
Global  Travel  Films 


N.  Y.  Stale  Dissolves 
44  Film  Companies 


Albany — The  Secretary  of  State 
has  announced  the  names  of  44  in- 
dustry corporations  dissolved  for 
failure  to  file  franchise  tax  corpora^ 
tion  returns  for  three  successive 
years.  Approximately  90  per  cent 
are  from  the  Greater  New  York  area. 

A  corporation  whose  name  ap- 
pears on  this  list  has  three  months 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


James  A.  FitzPatrick,  producer  of 
the  M-G-M  travel  shorts  that  bear 
his  name,  told  The  Film  Daily 
yesterday  that  he  expects  to  resume 
activity  abroad  in  the  late  Spring, 
marking  his  return  to  the  produc- 
( Continued   on    Page  6) 


Nearly  $1,000,000  for 
"Edge"  in  8  Roxy  Weeks 


Twentieth-Fox's  "The  Razor's 
Edge"  in  its  eight-week  run  at  the 
New  York  Roxy  rolled  up  an  ag- 
gregate gross  of  a  fraction  less 
than  $1,000,000,  A.  J.  Balaban  re- 
ported yesterday.  Pic  moved  out  to 
make  way  yesterday  for  20th's  "13 
Rue  Madeleine."  During  its  historic 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Senate  Labor  Hearing  Jan.  23 

Anti-Jurisdictional  Strike  Bills  Coming  Up 


Circuit  Execs,  to  Join 
ITOA  in  Yonkers  Fight 


Loew,  RKO  and  Paramount  reps, 
will  join  ITOA  officials  in  the  offices 
of  the  Association,  tomorrow  at  11 
a.m.,  to  plan  a  campaign  against 
Yonkers'  tax  threat. 

Majors  as  well  as  indies  will  seek 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Senate  Labor  Com- 
mittee yesterday  agreed  to  hold  one 
set  of  hearings  on  all  labor  legisla- 
tion beginning  Jan.  23.  Bills  calling 
for  an  end  to  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes, such  as  the  Hollywood  strike, 
will  be  included  in  the  "catch-all" 
hearings. 

Chairman    Robert    Taft    said    the 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


Pittsburgh — Federal  Judge  Nelson 
McVicar  in  a  sweeping  order  just 
handed  down  here  directs  19  of  the 
24  exhib.  plaintiffs  in  the  suit 
brought  by  them  against  the  eight 
major  distribs.  to  produce  and  open 
up  .  for  inspection  by  the  defense 
counsel  all  of  their  daily  records  of 
admissions  to  the  showings  of  flat 
rental  pix. 

In  addition  to  this  precedent-set- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Idea  Not  Property; 
Dismiss  Fuller  Case 


An  idea  is  not  property.  Literary 
property  does  not  exist  in  an  idea 
but  only  in  a  particular  means  of 
expression  thereof;  a  mere  plan, 
suggestion  or  arrangement,  even  if 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Ent.,  M-G-M  Mull  Plans  for 
"Arch"  Roadshows  Abroad 


West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — An  important  step  for 
the  world  distribution  of  Enterprise 
pix  through  M-G-M's  foreign  ex- 
changes was  indicated  yesterday 
when  Arthur  Loew,  president  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Opposition  Blochs 

la.  City  Tax  Move 

Des  Moines,  la. — As  a  result  of 
heavy  opposition,  Iowa  cities  and 
towns  have  dropped  a  suggested 
proposal  from  their  legislative  pro- 
grams which  would  have  permitted 
them  to  place  an  additional  tax  on 
admission   tickets. 

The  group  of  city  and  town  officials 
originally  had  suggested  that  cities 
and  towns  be  given  the  authority  to 
place  the  additional  tax  in  order 
to  provide  more  money  with  which 
to  operate.  Theater  admissions  are 
now  under  a  State  and  Federal  tax 
and  an  additional  city  tax  would 
have  placed  a  heavy  burden  on 
them. 


Thursday,  January  16.  1: 


New  England  MPS  Will 
Fete  Duane  and  Schaetfer 


Para.,  20-Fox  Execs. 
On  "Queen"  Tomorrow 


SRO  Will  Establish 
Office  in  Charlotte 


Vol.  91,  No.  11       Thurs.,  Jan.  16,  1947 

10  Cents 

JOHN    W.    ALICOATE 

Publisher 

DONALD    M.    MERSEREAU    :  Associate 
and  Genera 

Publisher 
Manager 

Editor 

Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundays 
and  Holidays  at  1501  Broadwav,  New  York  18, 
X.  Y.,  by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc. 
J.  W.  Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher: 
Donald  M.  Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Entered  as  second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938, 
at  the  post-ofEce  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms.  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
S10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $1-5.00.  Subscribers  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York  18,  N.  Y.  Phone. BRyant  9-7117,  9-7118, 
9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address  Film- 
day,  New  York. 


Boston — The  Motion  Picture  Sales- 
men's Club  of  New  England  is  hold- 
ing a  testimonial  luncneon  on  Mon- 
day at  the  Hotel  Statler  to  honor 
cwo  members  who  have  recently  been 
promoted  to  positions  of  importance, 
ihey  are  Thomas  Duane,  newly-ap- 
pointed district  manager  of  Van- 
guard Films  here,  and  Herbert 
bchaeffer,  newly-appointed  branch 
manager  of  Republic  Pictures. 

Maurice  WoL,  M-G-M  district  man- 
ager, will  emcee  and  Martin  Toohey. 
Pawtucket  exhibitor  and  John  Der- 
vin,  UA  branch  manag'er,  will  ad- 
dress the  group.  Over  100  reserva- 
tions have  been  accepted  to  date  by 
Joe  Wolf,  Columbia,  in  charge  of 
the  tickets. 


"Brief  Encounter"  in  B  &  K 
Theaters  at  Upped  Price 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahloriega  Road,  Wash.  46,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett. 
2122  Decatur  St.  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer  I 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Marv  I 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jakrvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael.  Room  -9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Mevs, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle-  No.  3, 
Copenhagen- Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


Chicago — B  &  K  will  open  J. 
Arthur  Rank's  "Brief  Encounter"  at 
its  general  release  Cine  Theater  in 
Chicago  and  the  Valencia  Theater  in 
Evanston  for  a  week's  engagement 
starting  tomorrow  with  60  cents  ad- 
mission, an  increase  of  16  cents  over 
regular  prices  of  these  houses.  The 
film  has  previously  run  at  inde- 
pendent Loop  World  Playhouse  at 
95  cents. 

B  &  K  has  also  booked  Universal's 
"Wicked  Lady"  for  an  early  show- 
ing at  the  Loop  Garrick  Theater. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  by 
Rank  interests  for  showing  "Stair- 
way to  Heaven"  at  the  two-a-day 
Civic  Theater. 


FIRAnCIAL 


{Wed.,  Jan.   15)  ,i_ 

NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

High      Low  Close 
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Bell  &  Howell 21 1/2     21  21 

Columbia    Picts 18'/2     18y4  1 8 14 

East.    Kodak    217       217  217 

do    pfd ...194%   194V2  194i2 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 22 V4     21  f4  22 1/4 

Loew's,  Inc. 237/8 

Paramount .   2734 

141-8 


RKO 

Republic    Pict.     .  6^4 

Republic  Pict.  pfd..  r  13'/2 
20th  Century-Fox  . . .  33% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  4034 

Universal    Pict 23 
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Six  More  Circuits  Join 
March  of  Dimes  Drive 

Six  more  theater  circuits,  compris- 
ing 153  houses  in  Ohio,  Wisconsin, 
Kansas,  the  Carolinas,  New  York 
and  Mass.,  have  pledged  their  co-op- 
eration in  annual  March  of  Dimes 
drive. 

Chakeres,  Eskin,  Dickinson,  Ever- 
ett, Smalley's  and  Graphic  will  make 
a  collection  at  every  performance  in 
all  their  theaters  during  the  week  of 
Jan.  24-30. 


Cliff  Almy  in  Town 

Cliff  Almy,  Warners  supervisor 
for  the  Philippines  and  Japan,  has 
arrived  in  New  York  from  the  Coast 
for  conferences  with  home  office  ex- 
ecutives. He  is  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Almy,  who  has  been  in  this  country 
recovering  from  the  effects  of  war- 
time imprisonment  in  a  Japanese 
concentration  camp.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Almy  plan  to  leave  New  York  over 
the  wTeek-end  en  route  back  to 
Manila. 


1946    LIGHT   GRAY    PONTIAC 

convertible,  8  cylinders,  red  leather 
upholstery,  radio,  heater,  defroster  air- 
conditioner,  all  extras  including  mir- 
rors, spare  tire,  back-up  lights,  etc. 
Driven  400  miles.  Leaving  town. 
$3,100.  Call  before  noon. 
.      Wlckersham  2-9294 


Foul  weather  has  delayed  the  ar- 
rival of  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth  un- 
til tomorrow.  Liner  was  scheduled  to 
arrive  today  at  one.  Prominent  in 
the  industry  and  entertainment 
world  arriving  tomorrow  are:  James 
Perkins  and  Frank  Farley,  Para- 
mount executives;  John  Gielgud, 
Claire  Luce  and  Katina  Paxinou  of 
the  stage  and  screen;  Maggie  Teyte. 
concert  singer;  Betty  Smith,  F.  J. 
McCormick  and  Eichard  Wright, 
authors. 

Irving  Maas,  veepee  and  general 
manager  of  MPEA,  and  George 
Archibald,  J.  P.,  managing  director 
of  J.  Arthur  Rank's  Independent 
Producers,  Ltd.,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  also  on  the  Elizabeth.  Archi- 
bald, who  spent  several  war  years 
in  New  York  is  director  of  the  film 
division  of  the  British  Information 
Services,  is  making  his  first  visit 
since  returning  home  in  1944.  and 
will  stay  for  six  weeks. 


CBS  Color  Tele  Will 
Receive  Network  Test 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILV 

Washington  —  CBS'  color  televi- 
sion will  be  put  to  a  network  test 
over  A  T  &  T's  coaxial  cable,  the 
FCC  ruled  yesterday. 

Saltiel  Heads  Board 
Of  Marshall  Grant  Pix 


Chi.  Solons  on  Tax  Warpath 

Chicago  —  Threat  of  amusement 
tax  has  been  revived  here  by  Alder- 
man Keenan  and  his  colleagues.  The- 
ater groups  are  getting  ready  to 
fight  tax  proposal. 

Goodstein  Back  as  Exhib. 

Denver — J.  J.  Goodstein,  out  of  the 
business  for  several  years,  is  get- 
ting back  in,  having  bought  the  Ri- 
alto  at  Haxtun,  from  R.  O.  Beck. 


"PREVIEW  ROOm" 

.  .  .  will  really  SELL 
your  picture. 

Fully  equipped  for  35MM, 
16MM,    and    Slide     Projection. 

Cocktail  parries,  luncheons 
and  dinners  served  in  this  ver- 
satile room  —  setting  a  gay 
mood  for  a  favorable  reaction 
to  your  film. 

MADISON  AVENUE  at  54th  St. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:    PL.    5-3400  PAUL    GREEN.    Mgr. 


Charlotte — Selznick  Releasing  I 
ganization  is  arranging  to  open 
branch  sales  office  here.  Rep.  i 
be  named  at  a  sales  meeting  in  N 
York. 


N.  Y.  THEATEHS 


Chicago — William  Saltiel,  local  at- 
torney, has  been  elected  chairman  of 
the  board  of  Marshall  Grant  Pic- 
tures Corp.  of  Hollywood. 


■=—  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL- 

Rockefeller  Center 

"TILL  THE  CLOUDS  ROLL  BY' 

With   13   BIG  STARS 
in   Technicolor     •    An   M-G-M   Picture 

SPECTACULAR  STACE  PRESENTATION 


I 


ZJEHg 


SONG-SOOTH 


ON  SCREEN 

'The  I0LS0N 
STORY' 

In  TECHNICOLOR 
Larry  PARKS 
Evelyn  KEYES 


IN  PERSON 

THELMA  CARPEHTER 

LEONARD  SUB 

WALTONJOOURH 

DEAN  MARTIN 
&  JERRY  LEWIS 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN    TECHNICOLOR 

A    Paramount    Picture    Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND         STANWYCK  FITZGERALD 

A  John    Farrow    Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Oper 

B'way    &    49th     St.  9:30  A.M. 


'Best  film  this  year  from 
Hollywood!"— n.  y.  times 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous  A    C'T'/'YD 

Performoncej     I\.ij   X   \*JM\. 


B'WAY  or 
45rh  ST 


Now  Playing 

RIALTO  THEATER 

42nd    Street    and    Broadway 

"Murder     In     Reverse' 

i  A    Four   Continents  Release) 

"Ingenious    .    .    .    Stirring    .    .    .    Superb' 

Alton  Cook,  N.  Y.  World  Telegram 


JAMES   CAGNEY   in 

"13  RUE  MADELEINE" 

A    20th   Century-Fox  Picture 

Plus  on  Stage — GRACIE   FIELDS 
Extra!     Arthur  Blake 

R  O  X  Y      7th  Ave.  &  50th  St. 


NEW  MUSIC  HALL 

RECO 


Takes  the  edge  off  all  past  box-office  marks  by  doing 
the  biggest  week's  business  of  any  theatre,  anywhere 
at  any  time!  Also  rolled  up  biggest  4-week  total  in 
Music  Hall  history! 

NEW  CAPITOLiN.Y. 


C\audette 


S^pwgeon* 


It  has  set  a  new  all-time  high,  the  biggest  week's 
business  in  the  27-year  history  of  the  Capitol  Theatre. 


1THE  BIG  ONES  COME  FROM  M-G-M 


(TBOCFMGM) 


March  of  Dimes— Jan.  24-30 


wKldajly 


Thursday,  January  16,  19' 


Int.  Pix  Trade  Info     i 
Asked  by  State  Dept. 

i  Continued  from  Page  1 1 
for  suggestions   on  specific  changes 
desired  by  film  companies  necessary 
for  freer  international  exchange  of 
film. 

All  companies  which  have  experi- 
enced unfair  restrictions  in  matters 
of  film  export  have  been  requested  to 
use  the  State  Department's  facili- 
ties. 

Specific  information  is  wanted  on 
Australia,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Canada, 
Chile,  China,  Cuba,  Czechoslovakia, 
France,  India,  Lebanon,  Luxembourg, 
The  Netherlands,  New  Zealand,  South 
Africa,  the  U.S.S.R.  and  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Detail  of  methods  of  current  oper- 
ation in  the  various  countries  is  de- 
sired as  it  relates  to  import  duties, 
tariff  preferences,  quotas,  barter  or 
other  agreements;  situations  involv- 
ing discrimination,  licensing  require- 
ments, exchange  control  restrictions, 
monopolies  and  customs  regulations, 
competition  for  markets,  marketing 
conditions,  cartel  agreements  and  j 
government  subsidies  to  home  pro- 
duction. 


COfniriG  and  Gome 


Circuit  Execs,  to  Join 
ITOA  in  Yonkers  Fight 


I  Continued  from  Page  1) 
to    solidify    their    position    against 
constant  tax  threats  arising  all  over 
the  country. 


It's  the  Year  of  "The  Yearling" 

•  •  •  FEW  PICTURES  in  the  last  decade  have  won  so  many  ac- 
colades or  have  been  so  enthusiastically  acclaimed  in  advance  of  pub- 
lic exhibition  as  Leo  the  Lion's  "The  Yearling"  which  will  have  its 
New   York   premiere   in   Gus   Eysseli's   show-window.   Radio    City   Music 

Hall,  on  the  23rd It's  no  wonder  that  over  in  Leo's  den  these  days, 

"This  is  the  Year  of  "The  Yearling',"  is  apt  to  dominate  any  conversa- 
tion  It's  evident   from  the  array  of  citations  that  have  come  along 

from  magazines,  from  critics  and  from  radio  commentators  that  there  are 
many  who   concur  in  the  sentiment,  -with  nary  a   reservation 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  YOUNG  AMERICA  Magazine  cited  the  picture  as  one  of 
the  Ten  Best.  ...  •  Jimmy  Fidler,  who  names  the  best  picture  of  the 
week  on  his  Hollywood  radio  program,  gave  it  five  bells,  a  rare  honor, 

indeed To   boot,    he    said    it    was    one    of    the    three    best    pictures 

he'd    ever    seen Hedda    Hopper,    in     her     syndicated    Hollywood 

column,  raved  over  Claude  Jarman,  Jr.  as  filmdom's  child  discovery  of 
the  year At  the  same  time  she  reported  that  Gregory  Peck's  per- 
formance "gets  my  vote  for  the  Academy  Award.".  .  .  •  Redbook 
Magazine  awarded  M-G-M  its  annual  trophy  for  L946.  ...  •  Parents 
Magazine  presented   Claude   Jarman,  Jr.,  the  film's   Jody,   with    a  statue 

for  his   first    role And  here    it   should   be   pointed    out   that   similar 

honors  in  1944  went  to  Elizabeth  Taylor  and  the  preceding  year  to 
Margaret  O'Brien.  ...  •  And  to  make  things  more  interesting,  along 
came  the  Christian  Herald  and  named  "The  Yearling"  the  year's  best 
pic.  ...  •  Writing  in  Cosmopolitan  on  the  best  films  she  sees,  Louella 
O.  Parsons  handed  the  Movie  of  the  Month  kudos  to  M-G-M's  prize 
film 

T  »  » 

•  •  •  LOOK  MAGAZINE,  in  the  Feb.  4  issue,  uses  a  two-page 
feature  on  "The  Yearling.".  .  .  •  The  Holly-wood  Review  declared 
it  the  best  picture  of  the  year  in  its  annual  analysis  of  films  recently.  .  .  . 

•  Ditto   Dorothy   Kilgallen  in  her   New  York   Journal-American   column. 

•  Modern   Screen,   for   January,  chose    it   as   the   picture   of   the   month. 

•  Virginia  Spiers,  in  the  Jan.  11  issue  of  Liberty,  hailed  it  as  "The 
Pick  of  the  Pictures"  with  a  double-spread  layout.  ...  •  Sheila 
Graham,  nationally  syndicated  columnist,  said  it  was   "the  best  picture 

of  the  year.".  .  .      •    Esquire  named  it  "The  Movie  of  the  Year" 

which   will   give   you    an   idea After   the    Music   Hall   opening,   the 

Midwestern    premiere   ■will   be    held    in    Chicago    next    month More 

on  this  later 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  John  J.  Friedl,  who  has  resigned  as  presi- 
dent of  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.,  leaves  Minneapolis  next  week  to 
establish  a  permanent  residence  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  Texas 
where  he  has  citrus  groves.  ...  •  Eagle  Lion's  first  pressbook,  for 
"Bedelia,"  is  a  workman-like  job.  ...  •  Forgive  us  for  bragging,  but 
Your  Favorite  Industry  Newspaper  so  impressed  Federico  W.  Lowe,  Ar- 
gentine prod.,  that  he  insisted  FILM  DAILY  be  airmailed  to  him Mail- 
ing   costs    alone    will  be   more    than    100    smackers   per    annum.    .    .   . 

•  Jesse  Lasky  predicts  that  "Miracle  of  the  Bells,"  skedded  for  re- 
lease next  Christmas  will  gross  almost  as  much  as  GWTW Which 

would  indicate  that  "Miracle"  will  very  likely  be  roadshown Inci- 
dentally,  the  heroine  of  the  story  is  modelled   after   Olga  Treskoff,   late 

business    partner    of    Russell    Janney,    who    wrote    the    novel Book 

has  received  terrific  raves  from  the  clergy  of  all  faiths 


SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS,  20th-Fox  preside 
was  a  White  House  visitor  yesterday  to  c 
cuss  Greek   relief  with   the   President. 

BARNEY    BALABAN,    president    of    Paramo 
Pictures,  will    be  off   to   Miami   today  w     ~»A 
BALABAN.    He   will    leave    the    missus 
on   Jan.   26   to    proceed    to   Hollywood   ft,,  ^tu 
conferences. 

JUAN  BARCIA,  Argentine  film  tycoon, 
rived  yesterday  on  a  survey  trip  of  U.  S. 
cuit    management  operations. 

RALPH    McCOY,    now    Southern    district    n 
ager    for    Eagle-Lion,    is    in    Charlotte    conferr 
with     Harold     Keeter,      Charlotte     manager 
PRC. 

H.    D.    (HANK)    HEARN,    operator    of    Exh 
tor's    Service,    Charlotte,     N.     C,     has     retur 
there    from    Florida,    where    he    took    part   in 
annual    Florida    Gulf   Air   Tour. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR,  chairman  of  Para.'s  bo 
of  directors,  leaves  for  the  Coast  Jan.  24 
studio    conferences. 

ENRIQUE  BAEZ,  UA's  general  manager 
Brazil,  arrived  yesterday  in  New  York  for  III 
office    conferences. 

IRVING    ALLEN,     producer;     MAX     TRELI 
writer,    and     JACK     GREENHALGH,     camerar] 
leave    Hollywood    tomorrow    for    New    Mexico  | 
scout    locations    at    Taos   and    Acoma    Rock 
"New  Mexico." 

GROUCHO    MARX    is   scheduled    to    come   I J 
early   in    February   to  confer   with    Norman   K 
na    on    production   of  a  stage  play. 

CECIL     B.     DeMILLE     is    scheduled    to    be 
New    York    on    Feb.    8    to    speak    at    the    am 
convention   of  the  United   Fresh   Fruit  and  Vs  | 
table    Association. 

PHIL  KOURY,  Paramount  publicist,  will 
rive   from    Hollywood    tomorrow. 

J.  J.  DONOHUE,  Paramount's  Central  divi 
sales  manager,  entrained  for  Chicago  yester 
From   there  will    go    on   to   Dallas. 

JIMMY     VAN     HEUSEN    will     arrive     in 
York  from    Hollywood  today. 

RANDOLPH  SCOTT  and  his  wife  have 
turned  to  their  Santa  Monica  beach  home  I 
a    two-week   vacation    in    Palm    Springs. 

BETTY     SMITH,     best-selling     writer, 
tomorrow   on   the    Elizabeth. 

JOAN  CRAWFORD  has  returned  to  the  C 
by   train. 

MICHAEL  REDGRAVE  left  yesterday  for 
lywood,  where  he  will  appear  opposite 
Bennett  in  Fritz  Lang's  "The  Secret  Be' 
the    Door." 

VIVECA  LINDFORS,  Warners'  star,  leaves 
Coast  on  Saturday  by  plane  for  New  York 
on  the  following  Thursday  will  fly  to  St 
holm    for   a    two-month   stay. 

ADRIENNE   ALLAN,    British    stage   and   sc 
star,    has     arrived     in     New     York     to     vacc 
until    time    to    open    in    the    John    Gielgud 
play,    "The    Importance    of   Being    Earnest," 
month. 


Nearly  $1,000,000  for 
"Edge"  in  8  Roxy  Week; 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
eight  weeks,  "Edge"  twice  shatte 
its    own    world    b.o.    record;    in 
sixth     week,     pic     hit     $175,63-1 
"Edge,"     among    others,     gave 
Roxy   new   highs    for    opening   c 
Saturday,    Sunday   and   Monday 
ceipts  as  well. 


«      «      « 


»      »        » 


SEIID  BIRTHDA 
GREETinGS  TO 


Jan.   16 
Elmer  G.  Leterman  Harry    Carey 

Mildred    Terris  Katherine  Stewarr 

Alexander    Knox  Diana    Wynyard 


*■*•  HoSpite,  £**«■  Gillette  fc  *«<*  U  ps £g* ,e  P***  Wife? 

stricken  n*Ce  sh<*%  aft      .     been       Record,    ,  th°«sand 

'  *&1?V»-  y  8fter  he  was  /  that  the    X  the  «*»*««,    . 

»•»«  o?!"'   to    tfce IS"'"1"! 


"S'frTto'C-'^fe 


T> 


THE  NATIONAL  FOUNDATION  FOR  INFANTILE  PARALYSIS 


W^JoAILY 


Thursday,  January  16,  1947 


Durland  Heads  MPAA 
Snfl  Info.  Center 

I  Continued  from  Page   1' 
fairs    Bureau    of   the    State   Depart- 
ment.   At  one  time  he  was  associated 
with    Joseph    I.     Breen's     PCA     as 
Latin-American  advisor. 

It  will  be  Durland's  task  to  dis- 
seminate to  the  studios  all  advices, 
information  and  related  material 
stemming  from  the  reactions  evinced 
abroad  to  U.  S.  films.  His  source 
will  be  Gerald  Mayer's  New  York 
office.  Appointment  of  Durland 
stemmed  from  the  mounting  tide  of 
foreign  problems  ranging  from  in- 
ternal legislative  matters  to  pys- 
chological  reaction  of  foreign  audi- 
ences to  screen  entertainment.  Since 
war's  end  the  problem  of  the  for- 
eign market  has  been  replete  with 
new  and  varied  problems.  The  ap- 
pointment of  Durland  is  in  line  with 
Eric  A.  Johnston's  program  to  en- 
hance overseas  standing  of  U.  S. 
product. 

For  four  years,  Durland  directed 
the  Cuban  Tourist  Concession.  He 
was  also  head  of  the  Spanish  section 
of   the    NBC    international    division. 


Melbourne  Singles 
Experiment  Clicking 

Melbourne  I  By  Air  Mail)  —  Eight 
theaters  here  are  now  showing  single 
features  and  business  has  been  well 
maintained. 


Senate  Labor  Com.  To  Start 
Legislation  Hearings 


i  Continued  from  Page   1  I 
Committee    hoped    to    complete    the 
hearings  by  March. 

Meanwhile,  the  AFL  is  expected  to 
take  up  the  question  of  jurisdictional 
strikes  at  its  Miami  meeting  begin- 
ning tomorrow.  Labor  sources  have 
stated  that  the  AFL  will  make  a 
further  attempt  to  present  a  formula 
for  ending  the  Hollywood  dispute 
and  other  jurisdictional  strikes 
which  have  plagued  the  AFL. 


"Her  Sister's  Secret" 
To  Get  Run  at  Gotham 


"Her  Sister's  Secret,"  first  million- 
dollar  production  from  PEC,  will 
open  at  the  Gotham  on  Broadwav  on 
Jan.  22.  The  film  will  be  held  for 
an  indefinite  run. 


FitzPatrick  to  Resume 
Global  Travel  Films 


i  Continued  from  Page   1) 
tion    of   travel   films    outside    of   the 
Western  Hemisphere. 

The  war  confined  the  producer  to 
the  production  of  films  in  North  and 
South  America  and  he  eagerly  looks 
forward  to  the  opportunity  of  re- 
visiting the  rest  of  the  world.  In 
the  meantime,  the  release  of  recently 
made  product  awaits  the  completion 
;  of  processing  at  the  Technicolor 
laboratories. 

FitzPatrick  also  revealed  that  the 
first  office  of  the  James  A.  Fitz- 
Patrick Travel  Agency  will  be 
opened  in  Hollywood  late  in  Janu- 
ary. Impetus  for  this  project  arose 
from  the  numerous  requests  from 
"Traveltalk"  movie  fans  for  infor- 
mation concerning  "where  and  how 
to  go'"  and  "what  to  see"  in  various 
parts  of  the  globe.  FitzPatrick 
plans  to  open  additional  offices  in 
Chicago  and  New  York  during  1947 
and  the  following  year  will  see  the 
organization  worldwide.  First  of 
the  guided  tours  sponsored  by  com- 
pany will  be  to  Mexico  in  March. 

One  of  the  prime  purposes  of  the 
globe-trotter's  cur-rent  visit  is  to 
speak  to  publishers  here  about  a 
series  of  travel  books  that  he  feels 
would  have  wide  appeal.  "Baedeck- 
er's  Guides  belong?  to  another  world," 
he  said,  "and  it  is  time  that  a  new 
and  original  series  of  books  that 
will  aid  the  vacationer  is  offered  to 
the  public." 


TO  of  Carolinas  Meeting 
Expected  to  Draw  500 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 
Rock  Hill.  S.  C,  president,  will  pre- 
side   at    the    sessions    at    the    Hotel 
Charlotte. 

The  opening  convention  session 
Monday  afternoon  will  be  addressed 
by  Robert  T.  Barton,  Jr.,  of  Rich- 
mond. Va.,  who  will  discuss  the  re- 
cent New  York  Statutory  Court  de- 
cree. E.  V.  Richards,  Jr.,  of  New 
Orleans,  La.,  will  speak  at  the  same 
session  on  the  Motion  Picture  Foun- 
dation. 

Paramount  will  be  host  to  the  con- 
vention at  a  party  Monday  evening. 

Tuesdav  night  the  annual  banquet 
will  be  held,  with  Harrv  E.  Buchanan 
of  Hendersonville.  N.  C.  and  Claude 
Lee,  New  York  Para,  executive,  as 
toastmasters. 

At  Sharon  Club  the  ladies  attend- 
ing the  convention  will  be  enter- 
tained at  a  luncheon  Monday. 


REVIEWS) 


"Sinbad  The  Sailor" 

with  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  Maureen  O'Hara 
RKO  117   Mias 

TECHNICOLORED     ARABIAN    NI'''"V 
TALE  BLENDS  PHILOSOPHY,  SPECTV    „c 
ACTION    AND    ROMANCE:    SHOULD 
PROVE  STRONG  DRAW. 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  has  a  fine  romp  in 
this  pleasant  fantasy.  The  seven  voyage; 
of  the  Persian  mariner  are  safely  under  hi; 
belt.  Here  he  details  his  eighth  in  a  plot 
which  sets  up  primarily  a  sincere,  humsr 
philosophy  wherein  the  real  treasure  ol' 
humankind  is  not  gold  or  jeweled  baubles 
but  lies   in   the  heart. 

Embroidered  into  the  story  is  a  garish 
colorful,  mystic,  gay  and  slightly  ever- 
played-fantasy  derived  from  legend  anc 
fashioned  into  a  pleasantry.  The  romantic 
doings  will  not  be  taken  too  seriously— 
which  is  a  creditable  thing.  The  horsepla) 
performed  by  Fairbanks  whose  foot  find; 
somerne's  fanny  continuously  will  draw 
laughter  spontaneously.  Maureen  O'Hara  ! 
femininity  is  languishing,  her  performance 
has  a  glow  at  times.  Costumed  in  Easterr 
finery  she  sets  off  any  number  of  fins 
Islamic   photographic   compositions. 

Much  of  the  doings  are  at  sea  in  ancieni' 
craft.  Three  seek  the  treasure  of  Alexandei 
the  Great  on  the  island  of  Derryabar.  Whil-c 
Fairbanks  seems  to  have  the  true  claim 
Anthony  Quinn  and  Walter  Slezak  arc-) 
also  hot  for  it.  Miss  O'Hara  is  in  and  ou: 
of  the  doings,  once  with  Fairbanks,  ther 
with  Quinn.  But  her  heart  is  set  on  the 
former. 

After  intrigue  in  Basra.  Daibul  and  at  sea 
the  island  of  Derryabar  is  hailed.  The  ex-j 
plorers  go  ashore.  The  treasure  is  located 
Slezak  realizes  his  ambiticn.  He  dies.  Quinr 
gets  his  via  "Greek  fire,"  early  vintage 
marine  artillery.  Then  a  quick  flashbacl 
to  the  shore  at  Basra,  where  the  tale  start 
ed,  and  Fairbanks  is  concluding  his  eightr 
tale  tossing  jewels  to  his  listeners  and  sail- 
ing off  with   Shireen — La    Belle   O'Hara. 

The  film  has  every  required  Islamic 
"touch"  in  the  telling  enhanced  bv  fine 
color  rendition.  As  a  diversion,  "Sinbac 
The  Sailor"  should  give  a  strong  accountin- 
at  the  till.   Richard  Wallace  directed. 

CAST:  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  Maureer 
O'Hara,  Anthony  Quinn,  Walter  Slezak,  Georgs 
Tobias,  Jane  Greer,  Mike  Mazurki,  Sheldor 
Leonard,  Alan  Napier,  John  Miljan,  Barn 
Mitchell. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Stephen  Ames;  Director 
Richard  Wallace;  Screenplay  by  John  Twist 
Cameraman,  George  Barnes:  Film  Editor,  FranV 
Doyle;  Sound,  John  E.  Tribby,  Clem  Portman 
Music,  Roy  Webb;  Musical  Director,  C.  Bake 
leinikoff;  Art  Directors,  Albert  S.  D'Agostino 
Carroll  Clark;  Set  Decoration,  Darrel  Silvera 
Claude   Carpenter. 

DIRECTION,   Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good 


'STATEWIDE  WORLD  PREMIERE-IT'/  A  JOKISQNI 

Austin,  Paramount,  Jan.  21;  San  Antonio,  Aztec,  Jan.  22;  Houston,  Metropoli- 
tan,  Jan.   23;    Dallas,    Majestic,   Jan.    24;    Fort   Worth,    Hollywood,   Jan.   25. 
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New  SOPEG  Negotiations 

Following:  a  check  by  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  of  the  payroll 
of  M-G-M  International  in  which  it 
was  shown  that  a  majority  of  em- 
ployes were  members  of  the  Screen 
Office  and  Professional  Employes 
Guild,  Local  109,  the  latter  was  ap- 
pointed collective  bargaining  agency. 
Negotiations  for  a  contract  with  the 
company  will  shortly  get  under  way. 


Connie  Sheldon  Buried 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  wer. 
held  for  Connie  Sheldon,  26,  formei 
WB  player,  at  the  Forest  Lawr 
Cemetery  here.  Leukemia,  result- 
ing from  a  cold,  resulted  in  her  deat? 
at  New  York's  Post  Graduate  Hos- 
pital. She  is  survived  by  her  mother 
Mrs.  May  Fields  of  Hollywood. 


Jacobson  Leaves  Loew's 

Leon  Jacobson,  Loew-Internation- 
al  homeoffice  exploiteer.  has  resigned 
his  post  effective  tomorrow.  Jacobsor 
has  been  handling  exploitation  fo: 
the  British  Empire  and  the  Far  East 
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lea  Not  Property; 
smiss  Fuller  Case 


iContinued  from  Page  1) 
be  original,  is  not  the  subject  of 
rty  rights.  This  opinion  was 
d  down  yesterday  by  Supreme 
u*  c  Justice  Samuel  Hof  stadter  in 
-missing  the  complaint  brought  by 
alter  Futter,  against  Paramount, 
ttcerning  production  of  a  series  of 
ort  subjects  based  on  unusual 
pupations. 

It  was  contended  by  defense  at- 
xney  Louis  Nizer  that  there  was 
property  in  an  idea  as  common 
J  the  filming  of  odd  jobs.  He  pointed 
't  the  suggestion  included  photo- 
Japhing  be  done  on  the  locale  of 
'a  job  and  the  people  be  genuine 
,  1  not  create  such  novelty  as  to 
^stitute  legal  property. 
The  court  also  held  that  since  the 
:e  Lou  Diamond,  '  former  Para- 
jmnt  short  subject  chief,  was  the 
By  one  .  who  had  negotiated  with 
.utter,  and  that  Futter  had  filed  the 
St  after  Diamond's  demise,  he  was 
,'ilty  of  laches  which  would  defeat 
+2  action. . 

hicago  Houses  Show 
•end  Toward  Singles 

ti'  

"Chicago — The  trend  toward  single 
'Is  is  mounting  here.     This  is  par- 

ularly  apparent  in  weekend  pre- 
stations. In  some  cases  supple- 
mentary  short    product   is   plugged. 

«e  theater,  played  a -feature  and  15 
moons.     On  the  southside  just  the 

posite  is  the  practice  with  the 
iHos  circuit  offering  triple  bills 
i  their  six  houses.  This  latter 
pvement  is  showing  a  decrease  in 
!  tronage. 

The  Balaban  &  Katz  uptown  and 

est  side  houses  are  playing  sin- 
ies;    Schoenstadt's    Piccadilly    like- 

se.     Two  theaters  in  the  Warner 

oup  had  single  bills.     The  H.  &  E. 
'.laban  Algeria   and   Beverly   have 
.:    adopted   single   bills. 

3gle  Pix  Talking  Nat'l 
istrib.  Deal  with  Exhibs. 


W  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

iollywood — Leo  J.  McCarthy,  vice- 
esident    and    general    manager   of 
'nerican  Eagle  Films,  has  arrived 
"  New  York  to   begin   conferences 
th  leading  independent  exhibitors 
ncerning    a    national    distribution 
:up  for  his  organization. 
Before    returning    here    in    about 
fir  weeks,  McCarthy  will  meet  with 
ffportant  theatermen  in  key  cities. 
'One  group,  comprising  exhibitors 
derating  8,600  theaters  in  30  states, 
}  now  considering   participating   in 
nerican  Eagle  setup. 


SICK  LIST 


Court  Orders  Rent  Data  Shown 

Distribs.  Win  Look  at  Admission  Records 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


SHANT  MITCHELL  suffered  a  broken 
<le  when  he  was  struck  by  an  auto  near 
!  Hollywood  Bowl.  He  will  be  confined 
bed  indefinitely. 


ting  provision,  the  court  directs  cer- 
tain of  the  exhibs.  to  likewise  pro- 
duce and  submit  bank  pass  books, 
bank  statements  and  copies  of  in- 
come and  admission  tax  returns  for 
specified  years. 

Five  Have  Bared  All  Records 
Five    of   the    exhib.    plaintiffs    in- 
volved   in    the    original    action    were 
not  made  parties  to  the  motion  just 
decided    as    the    distrib.    defendants 


In  support  of  their  supplemental 
motion  in  the  Roth  et  al,  vs.  Para, 
et  al  case  in  Pittsburgh,  the  distribs. 
filed  extensive  affidavits  by  the  audi- 
tor and  special  counsel  engaged  in 
making  the  inspection  under  U.  S. 
Judge  Nelson  McVicar's  first  order, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  over 
$750,000  in  straight  under-reporting 
of  percentage  receipts,  had  already 
been  verified  by  the  inspection  to 
the  extent  that  it  was  permitted,  and 
described  over  20  different  methods 
of  manipulating  tickets,  admissions  I 
and  theater  records  identified  in  this 
inspection  alone  by  which  percentage 
receipts  could  have  been  diverted  or 
concealed. 


stated  they  had  made  all  their  rec- 
ords, including  flat  rental  playdates, 
fully  available  for  inspection  per- 
suant  to  an  original  court  order. 

The  action,  known  as  Roth  et  al. 
v.  Paramount  et  al.,  was  brought  by 
24  exhibs.,  operating  some  41  the- 
aters, in  the  Pittsburgh  area  in  1944, 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
various  distribs.  from  demanding 
audits  of  theater  records  as  to  their 
returns  on  percentage  pictures,  from 
threatening-  the  exhibs.  with  suits 
for  damages  on  such  returns,  and 
from  proceeding  with  such  actions  as 
were  already  filed,  involving  theaters 
operated  by  two  of  the  plaintiffs. 

The  distributors,  in  their  affirma- 
tive defenses,  claimed  that  the  plain- 
tiffs came  into  court  with  unclean 
hands,  having  systematically  de- 
frauded the  distributors  on  their  per- 
centage returns.  Over  140  counter- 
claims were  interposed  by  the  dis- 
tributors against  the  various  plain- 
tiffs for  the  damages  alleged  to 
have  been  sustained  by  these  fraudu- 
lent percentage  returns. 

On  April  2,  1945,  Judge  McVicar 
handed  down  a  first  order,  on  motion 
of  the  distribs.,  directing  the  exhib. 
plaintiffs  to  open  up  for  inspection 
their  theater  records  as  to  the  b.  o. 
receipts  derived  on  some  7,700  per- 
centage pictures  exhibited  between 
1937  and  the  end  of  1943.  Such  order 
called  for  the  production,  among 
other  records,  of  daily  b.  o.  state- 
ments, cash  books,  day  books,  jour- 
nals, ledgers,  bank  deposit  slips,  bank 
pass  books,  records  of  ticket  pur- 
chases, inventories  and  controls, 
booking  books,  copies  of  income  tax 
and  admission  tax  returns. 

Exhib.  Appeal  Tossed  Out 

An  appeal  taken  by  the  exhibitors 
from    Judge    McVicar's    order    was 


tossed  out  by  the  Third  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  in  June,  1945. 

In  the  recent  supplemental  motion 
argued  here  on  Dec.  31  last,  the  dis- 
tribs. claimed  that  in  the  course  of 
the  inspection  these  particular  19 
exhibitor  plaintiffs  refused  to  permit 
inspection  and  copying  of  entries 
purporting  to  be  the  b.  o.  receipts 
derived  on  flat  rental  playdates;  also 
that  inasmuch  as  percentage  receipts 
could  have  been  diverted  in  the  books 
to  appear  as  if  derived  from  flat 
rentals,  the  distributors  were  en- 
titled under  the  order  to  inspect  the 
records  for  the  flat  rental  playdates. 

Distribs.  also  claimed  that  certain 
of  the  plaintiffs  had  not  produced 
for  inspection  certain  income  tax  and 
admission  tax  returns  directed  in  the 
former  order,  as  well  as  copies  of 
bank  pass  books  and  bank  state- 
ments. 

Judge  McVicar  took  the  supple- 
mental motion  under  advisement  and 
his  order  now  handed  down  calls 
upon  these  exhibs.  also  to  open  up  all 
their  flat  rental  receipts  records  for 
the  inspection.  Two  of  the  exhib. 
plaintiffs  are  also  directed  to  sub- 
mit for  inspection  all  the 
called  for  in  the  first  order 
additional  period,  Jan.  1, 
date. 


records 
for  the 
1944    to 


Fox  to  See  If 
ack  Bay  Can  Take  It 


Boston — Something  new  in  indus- 
try research  will  be  unveiled  here 
tonight,  when  a  jury  of  Back  Bay 
socialites  and  Beacon  Hill  Junior 
Leaguers  will  view  a  special  preview 
of  20th-Fox's  "The  Shocking  Miss 
Pilgrim"  to  pass  on  the  picture's 
lampooning  of  Boston's  stuffiness 
and  straight-laced  morals. 

After  the  screening  the  "jury" 
will  be  polled  to  see  just  how  well 
Boston  society  can  take  the  ribbing 
which  Betty  Grable  and  Dick 
Haymes  dish  out,  particularly 
through  Ira  Gershwin's  lyrics  of  the 
song  "But  Not  in  Boston." 

As  a  special  part  of  the  preview 
program,  Dick  Haymes  will  be  heard 
over  the  air  from  Hollywood. 

■Twentieth-Fox  officials  here  from 
New  York  for  the  preview  will  in- 
clude Charles  Schlaifer,  Rodney 
Bush  and  Sid  Blumenstock.  Edward 
Callahan,  20th-Fox  district  manager 
in  Boston  and  James  M.  Connolly, 
branch  manager,  will  be  hosts  at  the 
screening.  Schlaifer  remains  in  the 
Hub  through  tomorrow  for  confer- 
ences with  New  England  exhibitors. 


"Red  House"  on  Feb.  7 

UA  has  set  Feb.  7  as  the  national 
release  date  for  Sol  Lesser's  "The 
Red  House." 


w 


DAILY 


Thursday,  January  16,  194 


ee  Germany  as  Huge 
U.  S.  Film  Market 


I  Continued  from  Page  1) 
vital  importance  of  motion  pic- 
tures   as    a    cultural    and    some- 
times political  weapon. 

2,  Key  role  of  Germany  in  the 
future  of  Europe  and  perhaps 
the  world.  Although  the  Amer- 
ican moves  at  this  time  must 
necessarily  be  confined  to  the 
U.  S.  zone  of  occupation,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  impact  of  the 
plan  will  be  felt  in  the  other 
zones.  If  unification  of  Germany 
is  effected,  American  films  thus 
may  have  an  important  edge 
over  the  product  of  other  Allied 
Nations. 

The  U.  S.  moves  thus  far  have 
been  along  two  general  lines:  Build- 
ing up  the  German  motion  picture  in- 
dustry, and,  at  the  same  time,  lay- 

Although  Eric  Pommer,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  is  on  a  tempor- 
ary assignment  in  Germany,  there  is 
considerable  speculation  here  that  he 
will  remain  in  Germany  on  a  perman- 
ent basis.  If  so,  he  will  become  even 
more  important  a  figure  in  deter- 
mining how  extensive  a  market  for 
American  films  Germany  will  be- 
come. Also  a  key  figure  in  the  "Ger- 
man Plan"  is  Robert  Bining,  MPEA 
chief  in  Germany. 


ing  the  ground  work  for  German 
acceptance  and  approval  of  Amer- 
ican pix,  and  development  of  Munich 
as  the  key  spot  in  German  and  Aus- 
tria to  dub  American  films. 

A  dominant  figure  in  the  plan  is  : 
Eric  Pommer,  former  UFA  producer, 
now  an  American  citizen  and  charged 
with  the  task  of  rehabilitating  the 
German  motion  picture  industry. 
Pommer  has  laid  the  ground  work 
for  acceptance  and  appreciation  of 
U.  S.  films  by  the  Germans.  The  ac- 
cent has  been  on  the  '•democratic" 
theme  in  opposition  to  both  Fascism 
and  Communism. 

This  does  not  mean,  however,  it 
was  pointed  out,  that  the  U.  S.  Gov- 
ernment views  American  pix  as 
"propaganda"  weapons  in  the  sense 
of  censoring  content;  it  simply 
means  that  this  Government  now 
recognizes  the  heavy  impact  and 
wide  influence  Hollywood-made  pro- 
duct can  have  abroad. 


UJEDDIRG  BELLS 


Harter-Scmsbury 

Columbus,  O.  —  Cecil  Sansbury, 
chief  of  motion  picture  service,  Vet- 
erans' Administration,  Fifth  Service 
Command,  was  married  here  to  Ann 
Baxter  Harter,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Charles  Baxter.  Sansbury, 
formerly  publicity  manager  for  the 
Jackson-Murphy  theaters,  served  in 
ETO  in  Special  Services  during  the 
war. 


HOLLYWOOD 

*•*•*****•••• 

=^===  By  RALPH  WILE  =^=^== 


HOLLYWOOD 

•  •  e  GEORGE  SIDNEY,  the  wcnder  boy  out  at  M-G-M  who  was 
handed  the  directorial  reins  on  one  of  the  studio's  most  ambitious  pictures 
of  the  year,  "Cass  Timberlane,"  based  on  the  Sinclair  Lewis'  best-selling 
novel,   is   so  saturated   in    law   right   now   that  he   feels   he   could    practically 

pass  a  state  bar  exam Much  of  the  story  occurs  in  or  relates  to  law 

offices  and  the  courts,  and  Sidney  is  determined  not  to  slip  up  on  anything 

a  lawyer  could  spot  as  being  phoney The   youthful   director   has  spent 

a  couple  of  weeks,  off  and  en,  in  the  local  municipal  court  of  Judge  Arthur 
Guerin  and  thinks  he  can  now  spot  a  professional  court-sitter,  a  guilty  de- 
fendant, or  a   five-dollar  lawyer  when   he  sees  one "Cass  Timberlane" 

is   set   to   roll   in    late   February   with    Spencer   Tracy    in   the    top    male   spot 

Sidney    and    Arthur    Hornblow,    Jr.,    who    will    produce    the    picture, 

are  now  looking  over  all  the  studio's  gal  tests,  some  of  them  extending 
back  a  couple  of  years,  in  their  search  for  EXACTLY  the  right  girl  to  take 
the  top  femme   role 

T  T  T 

O      •      0     THOSE  WRITERS  are  doing  okay   for  themselves Latest 

member  of  that  ink-stained  mob  to  take  up  the  figurative  megaphone  is 
Maxwell  Shane,  who  was  once  a  newspaper  man,  later  a  trade  paper  editor, 
and  a  publicity  man  before  he  became  one  of  the  top  screen  scribblers, 
turned  around  and  directed  "Fear  In  The  Night,"  a  Pine-Thomas  sleeper, 
with   such  astounding  results  that  studio  execs,  are  new  plugging  it  around 

as  a  tour  de  force  in  climactic  suspense And  the  two   Bills,   Pine  and 

Thomas,  who  used  to  be  publicity  men  themselves,  by  the  way,  felt  so 
good  after  seeing  the  first  cutting  of  the  picture  that  they  put  Shane 
right    to   work    trying   to   find    a    similar   story    for    his   next   whack    at    the 

megaphone Incidentally,     Shane     has     personally     acquired     "Ego,"     by 

Sam  Locke,  based  on  the  Inner  Sanctum  radio  series  by  Locke  and  Robert 
Sloan,  and  intends  to  produce,  direct,  and  write  the  pic  independently 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  CURRENT  TREND  seems  to  be  toward  pictures  fraught 
with   serious  music,   and   out   at  M-G-M    Clarence   Brown   is  up   to   his   ears 

in    classical    music    right    now Brown    is    producing    and    directing    "A 

Love  Story,"  Katharine  Hepburn  starrer,  which  is  a  biographical  study  of 
Composer  Johannes  Brahams,  his  wife  Clara,  (played  of  course  by  La  Hep- 
burn),   and    Robert    Schumann Story    is    one    of    those    triangle    deals 

without  the  triangle:  Clara  Brahms  and  Schumann  have  a  fondness  for  each 
other  which  never  deepens  into  even  the  hand-holding  stage,  which,  all 
considered,  is  pretty  restrained  treatment  for  a   Hollywood   fillum 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  GREGORY  PECK  is  just  about  one  of  the  hottest  deals  around 
Hollywood  right  now,  what  with  his  sccko  performances  in  "Duel  In  The 
Sun"  and  "The  Yearling"  bound  to  zoom  him  into  the  very  top  ranks  of  box 

office    names   within   the   next   few   months Peck    is   reported    to   have 

the  tailor-made  rele  of  his  career  in  "The  Walls  Of  Jericho,"  William 
Bacher    production    which    John    Stahl    is    now    preparing    to   direct    at    20th 

Century-Fox However,    Stahl    has    now    had    to    postpone    starting    of 

shooting  on  "The  Walls  Of  Jericho"  until  March  due  to  the  fact  that  Peck 
is  already  tied  up  for  that  long  in  fulfilling  previous  commitments 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  ORGANIZATION  of  the  new  independent  producing  set-up. 
Triumph  Pictures,  Inc.,  marks  a  milestone  in  the  unique  career  cf  David 
Siegel,  its  president It  is  SiegePs  all-out  plunge  into  the  class  in- 
dependent swim  and  one  of  his  first  moves  was  to  acquire,  for  a  reputed 
$100,000,    the    screen    rights    to    Vera    Caspary's    new    hit,    "Stranger    Than 

Truth" Siegel  just  drifted  into  entertainment.  He  used  to  be  a  lawyer 

and   he   represented   Ken    Murray  in   a    legal  fight  that  wound   up  with    Ken 

and    Siegel    close    friends Siegel    had    to    beg    to    make    Murray    take 

some  small  needed  cash  for  the  shoestring  opening  of  Murray's  "Blackouts" 
and   it  zoomed    into   fortunes    for   both    of   them.    Siegel    is   still    half-owner 

and    associate    producer    of    "The    Blackouts" His    first    picture    fling 

was  as  associate  producer  on  "Angel  On  My  Shoulder" 


: 

N.  Y.  Stale  Dissolves 
44  Film  Companies 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
from   Dec.   15   to  save  its   name  ' 
paying  back  franchise  taxes, 
ties  and  interest  and  a  filing  ft    J, 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  $50.    Af: 
lapse  of  such  time  the  name  can 
used  by  a  new  corporation. 

Roster  of  dissolved  corporatio, 
follows: 

Anglo  American  Film,  Inc.:  Apex  Fit 
Corp.:  Arrow  Circuit,  Inc.:  Boma  Thea: 
Inc.:  Bona  Theater.  Inc.:  Brandeis  Thea 
Corp.;  Cardinal  Pictures.  Inc.;  Duplicatil 
Film  Corp.  of  America;  Elite  Circuit.  I- 
Exite  Productions,  Inc.;  F.  R.  C.  Thea' 
Corp.;  Fama  Pictures  Corp.;  Filmrealco.  Ir 
Kafra  Theater  Corp.:  Earneo  Exhibit':: 
Inc.:  Ear  Theater  Corp.:  Richard  Kolln , 
Prods.;  Little  Carnegie  Playhouse,  Inc. 

Malverne  Theater  Corp.;  Metropolitan  9 
tures  Corp.;  Mini-Films  Distributors,  Ir ' 
New  14th  St.  Theater,  Inc.:  New  Roehf 
Theater  Corp.:  No  Percentum  Picture  T 
ater  Corp.;  R.  &  B.  Theater  Corp.;  Rec. 
Pictures  Corp.;  Reeltone  Moving-  Picture  3 
chine  Co..  Inc.:  Ritz  Scotia  Theater  Corp 

Sabers  Films.  Inc.;  Searsdale  Productio 
Inc.;  Solar  Talking  Pictures.  Ltd.;  5o 
Reproductions  Corp.:  Soundland  Corp.:  S 
Safety  Film.  Inc.:  Syndicate  Pictures.  I: 
Syracuse  Community  Theater  Corp.:  '. 
Time.  The  Place  and  the  Girl.  Inc.:  Tra 
oceanic  Film  Corp.:  Veragraph  Film  Coi 
Watervliet  Theater,  Inc.;  World  Pict'j 
Corp.;  Fifth  Ave.  Films,  Inc.;  One  Hundre 
Street  Theater  Corp.:  One  Hundred  Seven ti 
Street  Theater  Corp.:  554  Southern  Bot 
vard  Theater,  Inc.:  1034  Second  Ave.  T 
ater   Corp. 


Ent.,  M-G-M  Mull  Plans  fj 
"Arch"  Roadshows  Abroc 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Loew's  International,  conferred  w 
Enterprise  top  executives,  Da' 
Loew  and  Charles  Einfeld. 

Metro  deal,  if  consummated,  woi 
provide  Enterprise  with  most  \\ 
usual  distribution  set-up  in  indust 
placing  behind  its  product  two  djj 
tribution  organizations,  to  assure,t 
box-office  grosses  in  all  countril 
This  would  be  the  first  time  in  einei 
history  that  such  arrangements  hs 
been  made. 

Arthur    Loew    and    Einfeld 
leave  for  New  York  to  complete  dl 
and  for  conferences  with  Loew's 
ternational  executives. 

Particular  emphasis  in  discuss, 
is  being  given  to  special  handling! 
"Arch  of  Triumph"  on  a  roadsh 
basis  in  foreign  countries. 


CHARTER  El 


ENTERTAINMENT     PICTURES,     INC.,     - 
York   City,   with   capital   of  400  shares  prefe 
stock    S25    par   value    and    400    shares    no 
value     stock,    401     shares     subscribed.    To 
tribute   motion    pictures.    Incorporated  at  Alt  | 
by    Aroy    R.    Evans,    Quince    R.    Minto,    Johr 
Doles,  Jr. 

THE  WILDBERG-CURTIS  CORP.,  New  ' 
City,  with  capital  of  100  shares  no  par  v 
stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to  distril 
motion  pictures.  Incorporated  at  Albany 
Mortimer  N.  Felsinger,  Lawrence  C.  Gi 
Leonard    Kaufman. 


28  W.    44th   St.    21st   floor 
New  York      N.    Y. 
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'emotional   in  Scope 
dependent  in  Thought 
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€11  WOULD  BAR  U.  S.  TH6BT6R  HOLDIflGS 

XT  OR.  to  Ask  That  Deals  Stipulate  Arbitration 


/ill  Ask  Inclusion  of  Pro- 
sion  in  All  Deals  Made 
y  Distribs.  After  Mar.  1 


ITOA  of  New  York  will  ask  that 
titration  be  stipulated  in  deals 
ade  after  Mar.  1,  Harry  Brandt, 
exy  of  the  Association,  announced 
,  sterday. 

"The  motion  picture  industry," 
•andt  warned,  "is  running  into  a 
ind  alley.  Without  arbitration,  we 
11  lose  ourselves  in  a  maze  of  trips 

the  courthouse,  and  no  responsible 
oup   in   the   industry  will   be   able 

keep  up  with  the  litigation  that 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ieagan  Promotes  5 
n  Para.  Sales  Depl. 


Important  promotions  in  Para- 
ount's  sales  forces  were  announced 
isterday  by  Charles  M.  Reagan, 
distribution  chief. 
All  changes  are 
effective  immedi- 
ately. Heading 
the  list,  Harold 
Wirthwein,  for- 
merly Milwaukee 
branch  manager, 
has  been  named 
to  the  newly  cre- 
ated post  of  as- 
sistant district 
manager  under 
Hugh  Braly,  re- 
cently trans- 
ferred to  the 
West  Coast  dis- 
trict as  successor 
to  Del  Goodman, 
signed.  New  post  was  made  neces- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


IAROLD     WIRTHWEIN 


Distribs.  Will  Argue 
Decree  on  Wednesday 

Motions  filed  by  the  major  dis- 
tribs. to  amend  the  Statutory  Court's 
judgment  and  conclusions  of  law  in 
the  New  York  equity  suit  will  be 
J.gued  at  an  open  hearing  before 
the  three-judge  panel  on  Wednes- 
day. Motion  went  on  the  calendar 
yesterday. 


HALT  FURTHER  PARA.  TELE  GRANTS 

FCC  Acts  Under  "Multiple  Ownership"  Rule  After 
Granting  DuMont  Permit  for  Pittsburgh 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — FCC  yesterday  sus- 
pended further  television  grants  to 
Paramount  interests  after  granting 
fifth   license. 

Acting  under  its  "multiple  owner- 
ship" rule,  the  Commission  put  all 
remaining  Paramount  applications  in 
its  "pending"  file  after  granting  a 
new  commercial  tele  permit  to  the 
Allen  B.  DuMont  Labs  for  a  station 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  This  grant  brings 
to    five    the    stations    controlled    by 


Paramount  interests.  According  to 
the  FCC,  five  television  stations  is 
the  limit  under  the  multiple  owner- 
ship rule. 

Five  Placed  in  Pending  File 

Placed  in  the  pending  file  by  the 
Commission  were  the  following  ap- 
plications, all  from  Paramount  inter- 
ests: 

Allen   B.   DuMont,   Cincinnati,   0.; 
DuMont  in  Cleveland,  0.;  Interstate 
Circuit,  Inc.,  Dallas,  Tex.;  New  Eng- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Rough  Sledding  for 
Reciprocal  Trade 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Further  indication 
that  the  State  Department's  recip- 
rocal trade  program  is  in  for  some 
rough  sledding  was  seen  here  yester- 
day following  a  meeting  between  top 
Republican  leaders  and  Will  Clayton, 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Para.  Production  Confab. 
To  Call  Toppers  to  Coast 


West  Coast  Bureau    of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Paramount's  produc- 
tion activities,  domestic  and  foreign, 
will  be  discussed  by  top  home  office 
and   studio   executives    at   a   confer- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Bril.  Pix  Appeal  to 
Critics  Only— Capra 


Frank  Capra,  in  New  York  to  con- 
fer with  Lindsay  and  Crouse  on  the 
filming  of  "State  of  the  Union" 
which  Liberty  Films  recently  ac- 
quired for  a  sum  in  excess  of  $300,- 
000  plus  a  percentage  of  the  gross, 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


23  Producers  Join  MPA 
Title  Registry  Service 

An  upswing  in  production  is  indi- 
cated in  the  signing  of  23  non-mem- 
ber companies  for  participation  in 
the  title  registration  service  per- 
formed by  the  Motion  Picture  Asso- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Withholding  Charge  a  Dud 

Detroit  Censor  Reports  More  Available 


Pa.  Assembly  May  Get 
Tax  Proposal  Next  Week 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  The  Pennsyl- 
vania General  Assembly  will  recon- 
vene Monday  following  a  recess. 

An  amusement  tax  bill,  estimated 
at  between  5  and  10  per  cent,  is  ex- 
pected to  make  its  appearance  soon 
after  the  inauguration  on  Tuesday 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


By    H.    F.    REVES 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Detroit — Compilation   of   a   year's 

record  of  motion  picture  censorship 

by    the    Detroit    police    department 

shows  two  significant  trends: 

1.  Pictures  have  shown  a  marked 
trend  toward  less  objectionable  se- 
quences from  the  standpoint  of  cen- 
sorship in  the  past  year. 

2.  Protests  of  many  exhibs.  that 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Quota  Act  Memo  to  Gov't 
Asks  'De-Americanization' 
Of  All  British  Exhibition 


London    (By    Cable)— The 
Cinematograph  Exhibitors'  As- 
sociation Quota  Act  memoran- 
dum to  the   Board   of   Trade,  made 
public  here  yesterday,  disclosed  that 
the  British  theater  owners  are  urg- 
ing the  Labor  Government  to  wholly 
"de-Americanize"  British  exhibition. 
Going  beyond  the  proposal  ad- 
vanced by  the  British  Film  Pro- 
ducers   Association,    which    sin- 
(Conrinued  on  Page  8) 


xcise  Tax  Extension 
Bill  In  House  Hopper 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Rep.  Robert  A.  Grant, 
R.,  Ind.,  yesterday  introduced  a  bill, 
extending  indefinitely  the  wartime 
excise  taxes,  including  the  theater 
admissions  levy. 

Chairman  Harold  Knutson  of  the 
tax-writing  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee,  immediately  said  the  bill 
would  be  given  prompt  attention  and 
priority  over  other  bills  at  a  com- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


McLean  Named  Canada's 
Film  Commissioner 


Ottawa — Ross  McLean,  who  has 
been  acting  as  Canadian  Government 
film  commissioner  since  the  resigna- 
tion of  John  Grierson  15  months 
ago,  has  been  appointed  to  that  post 
permanently  by  Order-in-Council. 

McLean,  who  has  been  with  the 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Censorship  Measure 
Before  Colo.  Solons 

Denver  —  Board  of  censorship 
would  be  created  in  Colorado  ac- 
cording to  a  bill  introduced  in  the 
legislature.  Bill  also  would  require 
theaters  to  furnish  seats  immediately 
to  any  person  who  bought  a  ticket. 
All  films  would  be  required  to  pass 
the    board    before    showing. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Am.    Seat 197's      197/8      W8 

Bell  &  Howell 21  20=8     205'8 

Col.    Picts 18V4     18  18V4 

Columbia   Picts.  pfd..    79  79         79 

East.    Kodak    216       215V2   216 

Gen.  Prec.  Eq 21 V*,     2V/2     21  Vz 

Loew's,    Inc 23'/2     23         23Vs 

Paramount       27V4     26%     27 

RKO      13%     13V4     13% 

Republic    Pict 63,4       6V2       6% 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    32%     31%     32% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.   39         39         39 

Universal    Pict 23  223'8     23 

Warner    Bros 15%      15%      15l/2 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 4%       4%       4% 

RKO      4%       33A       4 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      15%      15  15V4 

OVER  THE   COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor        4V4 

Pathe        7l/2 


Net 
Chg. 


—  Vb 

—  % 


+  % 

+  V4 

+  1/2 

—  1% 

+  1/2 

+  % 

+  % 


+  y4 

Asked 

4'/2 

8'2 


$5  Operators  License 
Fee  Coming  in  Denver 


Denver — The  city  council  is  plac- 
ing a  $5  annual  license  fee  on  motion 
picture  operators. 


See  Record  Attendance 
At  St.  Louis  MPTO  Meet 


St.  Louis — Advance  interest  in  the 
meeting:  of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis, 
Eastern  Missouri  and  Southern  Illi- 
nois to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Jeffer- 
son Monday,  indicates  a  record- 
breaking  attendance  according  to 
prexy  Fred  Wehrenberg. 

Highlight  of  the  meeting  will  be  a 
discussion  of  the  New  York  Federal 
Court's  decree  by  Herman  Levy, 
MPTOA  chief  counsel.  Much  inter- 
est is  also  centered  in  the  selection 
of  a  successor  to  Wehrenberg,  who 
will  step  down  as  regional  head,  and 
in  the  election  of  a  sec.-treas.  to  re- 
place Louis  Ansell  who  recently  en- 
tered the  production  field  in  Mexico. 

Other  speakers  at  the  afternoon 
session  will  be  H.  M.  Richey,  Leon 
Bamberger  and  Claude  Lee,  public 
relations  directors  of  Loew's,  RKO 
and  Paramount,  respectively. 


Siritzsky  Sails  for  Paris 
To  Recover  French  Houses 


Seeking  to  repossess  the  rest  of 
the  Siritzky  Theater  chain  in  France, 
Sam  Siritzky,  company's  veepee 
sailed  yesterday  for  Europe  on  the 
America. 

So  far,  18  houses  of  the  63-theater 
circuit  have  been  restored  to  the 
Siritzkys.  A  few  formalities  have 
to  be  ironed  out,  Siritzky  said,  and 
then  the  French  Alien  custodian  will 
return  the  property  that  had  been 
confiscated  by  the  Nazis. 

Siritzky  plans  to  return  in  Febru- 
ary with  Marcel  Pagnol,  noted 
writer-director-producer  of  French 
films.  Siritzky  International  has 
exclusive  American  distribution 
rights  for  all  Pagnol  films. 


Regents  'Outlaw'  Appeal 
Decision  Slated  Today 

Albany — An  appeal  to  the  Board 
of  Regents  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Licenses  of  New  York  City  to  have 
the  state  license  revoked  for  show- 
ing of  the  motion  picture  film  "The 
Outlaw"  was  argued  yesterday.  De- 
cision by  the  Regents  was  deferred 
until  today.  A  memorandum  accom- 
panying decision  is  expected. 


McLean  Named  Canada's 
Film  Commissioner 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
national  film  board  since  its  estab- 
lishment in  1939,  was  deputy  com- 
missioner from  1943  until  he  took 
over  from  Grierson  in  an  acting  ca- 
pacity. 


]    1946   LIGHT   GRAY   PONTIAC    I 

convertible,  8  cylinders,  red  leather  I 
upholstery,  radio,  heater,  defroster  air- 
conditioner,  all  extras  including  mir- 
rors, spare  tire,  back-up  lights,  etc. 
Driven  400  miles.  Leaving  town. 
$3,100.  Call  before  noon. 
Wlckersham  2-9294 


Sweigert  Shifts  Base 
To  Philly  on  Monday 

Transfer  of  the  headquarters  of 
Paramount's  Mid  -  Eastern  division 
from  New  York  to  Philadelphia  will 
become  effective  on  Monday.  Action 
is  being  taken  in  accordance  with 
Para.'s  new  experiment  of  conduct- 
ing the  operations  of  two  of  its  four 
sales  divisions,  the  Mid-Eastern  and 
the  Western,  from  the  field  in  a  move 
to  maintain  a  closer  contact  with 
company  accounts. 

From  Philly,  Earle  Sweigert,  Mid- 
Eastern  division  sales  manager,  will 
supervise  the  activities  of  the  Para- 
mount branches  in  that  city,  Detroit, 
Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh  and 
Washington. 

Singapore  Censor  Bans 
12  U.  S.  Films;  No  Reason 


Singapore  (Via  Cable) — Local  cen- 
sor body  has  banned  12  U.  S.  films, 
including  "The  Lost  Weekend." 
Others  include  the  March  of  Time 
reel  called  "Report  on  Greece."  No 
official  reason  for  the  ban  was  given. 

Pix  involved  include  "The  General 
Died  At  Dawn,"  "White  Cargo," 
"Objective  Burma,"  "Prison  Without 
Bars,"  "2,000  Women,"  "The  Island 
of  Doomed  Men"  and  "Last  Days  of 
the  Gangsters." 


Four  Times  Square  Houses 
Set  for  "March  of  Dimes" 


Four  theaters  in  the  Times  Square 
district  will  participate  in  the  March 
of  Dimes  drive,  as  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Division  starts  a  week's  cam- 
paign, beginning  Jan.  24.  Astor,  Vic- 
toria, New  Amsterdam,  and  Squire 
Theaters  are  having  collections 
throughout  the  week  of  the  drive. 

Out-of-town  houses  lined  up  in- 
clude the  Keith's  in  Baltimore,  and 
the  Majestic,  in  Boston,  the  latter 
donating  two  weeks  to  the  drive. 


Dissolution  Certificates 
Filed  by  Griffith  Cos. 

Wilmington — Certificates  of  dis- 
solution have  been  filed  with  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State  William 
J.  Storey  in  Dover  by  the  Westex 
Theaters,  Inc.,  the  Griffith  South- 
western Theaters,  Inc.,  the  Griffith, 
Inc.,  The  Griffith  Consolidated  Realty 
Company,  and  The  Griffith  Employes 
Investment   Co. 


COmiriG  and  GOIflG 


HARRY  C.  ARTHUR,  JR.,  Fanchon  &  Marc- 
executive,  is  due  back  from  California  with  r 
the    next  few   days. 

CONSTANCE  BENNETT  and  her  husband 
COL.  JOHN  THERON  COULTER,  are  visitinc 
friends    in    Palm    Beach. 

V.  SHANTARAM,  India  top  producer,  and  h  I 
wife,  JAYASHREE,  star  of  Indian  screen,  leav< 
on  return  trip  to  Bombay  aboard  the  Queer 
Elizabeth  tomorrow  following  several  -^-trr 
stay  here.  They  are  accompanied  on  pan  re 
turn  to  India  by  DEWAN  SHARAR,  "dit 
screen    writer. 

FRANK  CAPRA  and  JAMES  STEWART  will  b( 
in  Baltimore  Tuesday  for  the  opening  of  "If: 
A  Wonderful  Life,"  returning  to  New  York  Hi! 
following  day  for  guest  appearances  on  "In 
formation    Please." 

RALPH  CRABILL,  Warner  Theaters  distric 
manager  with  headquarters  in  Elmira,  is  ii 
New  York  for  a  few  days. 

JERRY  WALD,  Warners'  producer,  was  in  Ne» 
Haven  yesterday.  He  returns  to  New  York  tc 
day. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  M-G-M  v.-p.  and  directo 
of  ad-publicity  and  exploitation,  left  for  th( 
Coast   by  plane  yesterday. 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY,  M-G-M  star,  leave: 
for  the  Coast  next  Tuesday. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  M-G-M  v.-p.  one 
general  sales  manager,  is  due  back  from  c 
Miami    vacation   Tuesday. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  M-G-M  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager, is  back  from  a  visit  to  a  number  of  ex- 
changes   under    his    supervision. 

JAMES  A.  FitzPATRICK,  M-G-M  short  pro- 
ducer,   leaves    by   train   for   the   Coast   tomorrow 

ANATOLE  LITVAK  has  returned  to  Holly 
wood    from    New    York. 

MICHAEL  O'SHEA  leaves  Hollywood  Jan.  24 
for  a  p.a.  tour  at  rodeos.  O'Shea  appea/s  al 
Galveston  Jan.  26  and  follows  with  Houston 
Fort  Worth,  Yuma  and   Phoenix. 


Pic  Charities  Fund  Rejected 
By  "Dimes"  Red  Cross 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — The  motion  picture  in- 
dustry employes'  contribution  of 
$30,000  to  the  March  of  Dimes  has 
been  rejected  and  the  Los  Angeles 
Red  Cross  Chapter  declared  that 
American  Red  Cross  would  likewise 
turn  down  industry  contribution 
which  last  year  amounted  to  S516, 
000.. 

Both  are  refusing  industry  dona- 
tions because  they  insist  on  "per- 
sonal appeal"  for  fund  and  "will  not 
participate  in  joint  campaign." 

A  movie  committee  spokesman 
said  the  Motion  Picture  Permanent 
Charities  Committee  was  organized 
to  lump  all  studio  contributions  to 
charities  and  thus  avoid  endless 
solicitations  for  various  drives.  Stu- 


Don't  sign  ANY  trailer  contracts  until  you  get  full 
details  of  Filmack's  NEW  prevue  trailer  service. 
Write  Filmack,  1327  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 


THE   NEW  SENSATION 
OF   THE    INDUSTRY    IS 


13  RUE 
MADELEU  IE 

WHICH  MADE  BOXOFFICE  HISTORY  AT 
THE  ROXY  OPENING  DAY  BY  BLASTING 
THE  RECORD  GROSSES  OF  THE 
HOUSE  ON  92nd  STREET"  SKY-HIGH! 


ITS  A 


FACV. 


No  Company  Has  Such  Sensational  Boxoffice  Hits  Now  Playing  And  On  The  Way  As 


CENTURY-FOX 


"THE  RAZOR'S  EDGE"  •  "MARGIE"  In  Technicolor  -"THE  SHOCKING  MISS  PILGRIM"  In  Technicolor 
"BOOMERANG!"  •  "THE  LATE  GEORGE  APLEY"  •  "CARNIVAL  IN  COSTA  RICA"  In  Technicolor 

MARCH   OF   DIMES   •   JANUARY   24th- 30th 


WSj? 
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Decree  Offers  No 
Protection— Carver 


Detroit  —  Michigan  ITO  devoted 
major  discussion  today  to  the  anti- 
trust decree  and  a  consensus  of 
official  opinion  expressed  by  Presi- 
dent  Sam    Carver. 

"We  feel  that  decree  did  no  good. 
Arbitration,  the  one  hope  of  the  ex- 
hibitor, has  been  eliminated  on  film 
rentals.  It  left  us  as  flat  as  ever 
and  did  not  give  us  protection 
against  booking  combines  and  cir- 
cuits in  behalf  of  independent  ex- 
hibitor," stated  Carver. 

MITO  discussed  plans  to  set  up 
new  booking  organization  to  give 
relief  to  members  along  lines  of  in- 
creased buying  power,  but  will  not 
enter  booking  field.  Details  will  be 
worked  out  later,  Carver  said. 

MITO  also  attacked  blind  check- 
ing, with  exhibitors  reporting  cases 
where  numbers  reported  did  not  even 
check  with  theater  ticket  serial  num- 
bers. 

Plans  to  mobilize  for  immediate 
action  in  case  of  taxation  threat  at 
state  capital  were  made,  with  open 
front  with  other  theater  groups  be- 
ing advocated. 

Carver  says  committee  reported 
first  visitation  with  local  exchange 
manager  to  secure  relief  on  pictures 
which  fail  to  make  money  for  ex- 
hibitors and  quoted  Edward  Stuckey, 
Paramount  manager,  as  saying  that 
such  relief  could  not  be  granted. 
Similar  visitations  to  be  made  to 
other  exchanges  and  ultimate  appeal 
to  home  offices  to  secure  relief. 


Pa.  Assembly  May  Get 
Tax  Proposal  Next  Week 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  Attorney  General  James  H.  Duff 
as  chief  executive. 

Duff  will  make  the  governor's 
message  to  the  legislature  immedi- 
ately following  his  inauguration,  at 
which  time  he  will  make  his  recom- 
mendations to  the  legislature  and 
suggestions  for  taxes. 

Duff  said  last  week  that  unless 
increased  revenue  is  forthcoming  and 
maintenance  costs  maintain  their 
present  levels,  the  next  biennium 
starting  on  June  1  will  have  a  $96,- 
000,000  deficit.  Funds  needed  for 
the  next  biennium  in  Pennsylvania 
are  estimated  at  a  record-shattering 
$1,000,000,000. 


SEHD  BIRTHDAV 
GREGTinGS  TO: 


Jon.   17 

Harman   Yaffa  Grant  Withers 

Budd    Getchal  Mack   Sennett 

Roy   Benson 

Jan.   18 


Irving    Yergen 

Bernard  Rosenzweig 

Monte   Blue 

Jan. 
Ish    Kabibble 
Frances   King 
Oliver    Hardy 


Joan    Carroll 
Constance    Moore 
Vincent    Borrelli 
19 

Hal    Roach 

B.  P.  Schulberg 

Ben    H.    Rosenwald 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Y  Y  V 
Weeh*end  Report 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Harry  Brandt  has  been  named  chairman  of 
the  entertainment  committee  for  the  benefit  performance  "Stars  Shine 
White   For   Women   In   White,"   to   be  held   at   Madison    Square    Garden 

May  20.  to  aid  the  New  York  Infirmary  building  fund  campaign 

Mrs.  Nicholas  M.  Schenck  is  treasurer.  ...      •    Congrats  to  Sam  S.  Kes- 

tenbaum,  celebrating   24   years  in  film  biz Sam.   now   manager  of 

the  De  Luxe  in  the  Bronx,  started  with  the  old  Fox  Film  Corp.,  and  his 
long  industry  service  in  publicity,  advertising  and  exploitation  has  in- 
cluded posts  with  Associated  Exhibitors,  Tiffany,  Monogram,  Republic, 
Grand    National,    Condor,    PRC,    Columbia,    and   National    Screen.    .    .    . 

•  Movie  Play,  a  Buse  publication,  edited  by  Houston  Gray,  which  has 
been  published  bi-monthly,  goes  monthly,  effective   with  the  June  issue. 

•  Eagle-Lion's  Kenny  Delmar  -was  presented  with  the  National  Laugh 
Week  Foundation  plague  as  the  "new  young  post-war  comedian  who 
has  made  the  most  enduring  contribution  to  humor  in  1946,"  yesterday, 
at  the  Radio  Executive  Club's  "Comedy  Day"  luncheon.  ...  •  Rosa- 
lind Russell  will  star  in  her  own  story,  "Madly  In  Love,"  for  Independent 
Artists,  recently  organized  by  the  star,  Frederick  Brisson  and  Dudley 
Nichols.    ...      •    Personal    memo    to    Ye    Editor:    Your    penmanship   is 

getting   sloppy Witness  the  fact  that    "sets"   turned  up  as  "gets" 

in  that  Republic  headline  on  page  one  Tuesday.  ...  •  Fred  Sammis, 
of  Photoplay  Magazine,  heads  the  motion  picture  committee  for  the  Sal- 
vation Army  million-dollar  fund  drive.  ...  •  The  1947  March  of 
Dimes  fashion  show  will  be  held  Tuesday,  in  connection  with  a  luncheon 
at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  with  stars  of  screen,  stage  and  radio  appearing 
as  models  and  commentators 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Dave  Selznick  very  happy — and  excited — 
over  that  $50,000  week's  gross  rolled  up  by  "Duel  in  the  Sun"  in  those 

three  Coast  theaters "Duel"  got  $41,000  at  the  Egyptian  and  Vogue, 

added  $9,000  at  the  Fairfax.  ...  •  Warners  will  make  a  Technicolor 
short  on  the  life  of  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee.  ...  •  Plot  of  "Adam  and 
Eve,"  now  engaging  the  attention  of  Leo  McCarey  and  Sinclair  Lewis 
on  the  Coast,  will  be  confined  largely  to  the  Biblical  story  of  the  Garden 
of  Eden.  ...  •  Bette  Davis,  wintering  in  New  Hampshire,  will  judge 
costumes  at  the  Franconia  Ski  Club's  "Gay  Nineties"  party  on  Feb.  1. . .  . 

•  Charles  Previn,  director  of  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  ork.  will  be 
musical  director  of  the  huge  benefit  on  Feb.  2,  at  the  Metropolitan  Opera, 
under  the  auspices  of  Loyaltown  Charity  Organization,  formed  to  pro- 
mote Loyaltown  non-sectarian  Boys'  Camp  at  Hunter.  ...  •  If  the 
major  leagues  grant  sufficient  player  concessions,  there'll  be  no  IATSE 
move  to  organize  professional  baseball 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  MARCH  OF  DIMES:  Ran  into  Emil  C.  Jensen,  director  of 
the    film    division    of    this    year's    March    of    Dimes,    hell-bent-for-leather, 

coming  out  of  the  Astor  Hotel,  where  MOD  is  again  headquartered 

Stopped  long  enough  to  learn  that  this  industry  vet  was  tearing  hither 
and  yon  keeping  appointments  in  the  interest   of  the  Jan.   24-30   theater 

collections Had  already  seen   Nick   Schenck,   Ned  Depinet,   Spyros 

Skouras,  Harry  Brandt,  Oscar  Doob,  General  Smith,  officials  of  the  ATA 
and  a  lot  of  others  who  themselves  have  so  many  industry  accomplish- 
ments to  their  credit Jensen  and  his  colleagues  have  an  exhibitor 

contest  coming  along  that  is  a  honey MOD  will  give  away  thou- 
sands of  dollars  worth  of  prizes  ranging  from  the  grand  prize,  a  Higgins 
Trailer,  to    16   mm.   equipment,   cameras,   wrist  watches,    diamond   rings, 

etc To  everyone  connected  with  this  drive  for  dollars  to  fight  polio, 

Phil  M.  doffs  his  old  chapeau 

Y  Y  Y 


Rough  Sledding  for 
Reciprocal  Trade 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Under-Secretary    of    State   for   E 
nomic  Affairs. 

In  a  closed  meeting,  Sen.  Arth 
Vandenberg  of  Michigan  and  Eugei 
Milliken  of  Colorado  reportedly  to  | 
Clayton  to  go  easy  on  furthf  ***«ir 
reductions  or  face  a  compleicarVe 
hauling  of  the  program  by"  tl 
Senate. 

Meanwhile,  Rep.  Bertrand  ^ 
Gearhart,  R.,  Calif.,  said  he  wou 
introduce  a  resolution  halting  fu 
ther  tariff  cuts.  Gearhart  clairm 
strong  support  for  the  resolution. 

The  Committee  for  Reciproci 
Information  continued  hearings  ye 
terday  on  the  tariff  question  befo 


individual  members  of  the  commi 
tee.  The  full  committee  will  resun 
early  next  month.  MPAA  Preside. 
Eric  A.  Johnston,  a  staunch  su 
porter  of  the  trade  program,  is  di 
to  appear  at  that  time. 

Postponement  of  a  State  Depar 
ment  parley  of  18  European  natioi 
seeking  to  conclude  reciprocal  trac 
agreements  was  demanded  in 
House  resolution  introduced  yeste 
day    by    Rep.    Thomas    A.    Jenkii 

The  resolution  requests  the  Pre 
ident  and  all  Federal  Governmei 
agencies  "to  postpone  any  actic 
seeking  the  further  adjustment  t 
duties  under  Section  350  of  the  Tari 
Act  of  1930  (the  so-called  'Reciproc; 
Trade  Agreements'),  as  amended,  ui 
til  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  to  pe 
mit  a  scientific  study  of  the  nece, 
sity  for  further  action"  and  direc 
the  U.  S.  Tariff  Commission  to  mat 
such  a  study  and  report  back  1 
Congress. 


23  Producers  Join  MPA 
Title  Registry  Service 


(Continued  from  Page  D 

ciation.  The  present  total  exceeds  a 
other  years. 

Agreements  were  signed  last  yes 
by  Enterprise  Prod.,  Story  Prod.,  Ii 
ternational  Pictures,  the  J.  Arthr 
Rank  Organization,  Liberty  Film 
Argosy  Pictures,  United  States  Pit 
tures,  General  Motion  Picture  Corp 
Mark  Hellinger  Prod.,  Diana  Prod 
Gold  Seal  Prod.,  Alson  Prod.,  Sol  ft 
Wurtzel  Prod.,  Transatlantic  Pic 
tures,  Negro  Marches  On,  Gain; 
borough  Pictures,  Independent  Pre 
ducers,  Ltd.,  Two  Cities  Films,  Ltd 
Ealing  Studios,  Ltd.,  Astor  Picture: 
Rudolph  Carlson  Prod.,  Christy-Hut 
rell  Prod.,  and  Eagle-Lion  Studios. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Eugene  Kline,  of  Phillips,  Nizei 
Benjamin  and  Krim,  industry  attoi 
neys,  has  a  new  son,  born  to  Mrs 
Kline  in  the  Fifth  Ave.  Flower  Hos 
pital  last  Saturday.  Heir  will  b 
named  Thomas  R. 


iclay,  January  17,  1947 
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C  Halts  Further 
ra.  Video  Grants 


Continued  from  Page  1) 
1   Theaters,   Inc.,   Boston,   Mass.; 
United  Detroit  Theaters,  Detroit, 

•!h. 

h  addition  to  the  DuMont  Pitts- 
gh^grant,  however,  the  Commis- 
i^rp.arded  a  tele  grant  to  Maison 
Vi  /  Co.  for  a  video  station  in 
v  Orleans,  La.  The  possible  con- 
of  Maison  Blanche  by  Paramount 
!  an  issue  during  the  Los  Angeles 
vision  hearing,  during  which  time 
FCC  probed  Paramount's  inter- 

k.  During  that  hearing  the  FCC 
?d  that  Paramount  has  no  "stock 
aership  or  management  interest" 
Maison  Blanche.   It  did  rule,  how- 

,  r,  that  Paramount  "exercises"  the 

;!trol  contemplated  by  the  Com- 
sion's  rules  and  regulations  over 
evision  Productions,  Inc.,  Balaban 
Katz  Corp.,  United  Detroit  The- 
irs, New  England  Theaters,  Inc., 
erstate  Circuit,  Inc.,  and  Allen  B. 
VIont  Labs,  Inc. 

Other  Paramount  Grants 

-n  addition  to  the  DuMont  grant 
Pittsburgh,  other  Paramount 
nts  have  been  made  to  DuMont  in 
shington  and  New  York:  Tele- 
on  Productions  in  Hollywood,  and 

■aban  and  Katz  in  Chicago. 

•'Inless  one  of  the  companies  iden- 
pd    with    Paramount    under    the 

Amission  definition  is  removed 
tti  such  affiliation,  it  appears  that 

-amount  will,  for  the  present,  be 
oped  from  further  television 
adcasting  station  expansion.  The 
•d  "control"  by  Commission  defini- 

h,  is  not  limited  to  majority  stock 
lership,  but  includes  "actual  work- 
control  in  whatever  manner  ex- 
ised." 


ramount  Mulling  Course 
Result  of  FCC  Ruling 

*aul  Raibourn,  Paramount  vice- 
sident  and  head  of  Television  Pro- 
tions,  Inc.,  told  The  Film  Daily 
t  the  FCC's  recent  notification 
t  they  would  not  grant  more  than 
■  tele  station  licenses  to  DuMont 
Interstate  Theaters  was  based  on 

Commission's  assumption  that 
•amount  and  DuMont  and  Para- 
unt  and  Interstate  are  "identical 
ferests." 

pCC's  notice  was  issued  under  the 
,ing  that  one  company  and  its 
liates   cannot   control    more   than 

stations  and  the  Commission 
intained  that  Paramount  must  re- 
e  its   stock   holdings  in  the   two 


SICK  LIST 


RT  ANDERSON,  Minneapolis  branch 
iager  for  Warners,  has  been  granted  an 
:finite  leave  of  absence  due  to  ill 
Hi. 

IEORGE   NESCHER,   Capitol,   Springfield, 
J.,   owner,   suffered    third    degree   burns 
n  he  tried  to  light  the   gas  furnace   in 
theater  which   had   gone  out. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


TDWIN  H.  KNOPF.  Producer.  Born,  Nov.  11,  in  New  York  City. 
^  New  Ycrk  private  schools.  MacKenzie  School  at  Dobbs  Ferry-On- 
son,  Amherst.  Was  in  the  publishing  business  with  his  brother  Alfred 
until  he  was  21.  Became  an  actor  and  went  to  Berlin 
to  study  under  the  guidance  of  Leopold  Jesser.  Served 
as  third  assistant  stage  manager  and  played  "bits."  Re- 
turned to  New  York  and  served  as  stage  manager  for 
Edgar  Selwyn,  then  held  a  similar  post  with  Katharine 
Cornell.  Directed  plays.  For  three  years  had  his  own 
repertory  company  in  Baltimore.  Katharine  Hepburn  and 
Robert  Montgomery  both  got  their  start  in  that  company. 
Came  to  Hollywood  in  1928  as  a  director  for  Paramount 
where  he  remained  until  1932.  In  the  course  of  his 
varied  career  wrote  many  scenarios.  From  1934  to  1939 
was  scenario  editor  of  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer.  Was 
producer  for  Samuel  Goldwyn  from  1939  to  1940.  In 
1941  joined  M-G-M  as  a  producer  and  some  of  his  pic- 
tures include  "The  Cross  of  Lorraine,"  "Cry  Havoc," 
"The  Secret  Heart"  and  is  now  producing  "The  Rich 
Full  Life.'  Stands  5.11.  Weighs  172  pounds.  Hair,  brown. 
Eyes,  brown. 


Educated 

The-Hud- 

A.  Knopf 


Pix  Withholding  Charge  a  Dud 

Detroit  Censor  Reports  More  Available 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


distribs.  are  holding  back  on  pictures 
and  decreasing  the  features  released 
appears  unfounded  by  comparison 
with  figures  of  recent  years. 

On  the  second  point,  which  is  of 
vital  interest  to  independent  exhib- 
itors decrying  the  alleged  holdup  of 
features,  the  figures  compiled  by  Lt. 
Herbert  W.  Case,  in  charge  of  police 
censorship,  show  that  during  1946 
distributors  submitted  4,759,000  feet 
of  film  for  censorship  in  the  city — 
an  increase  of  20  per  cent  over  the 
1945  figure  of  3,863,000  feet,  and 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  1944 
figure  of  4,281,000. 

Said   Accurate    Gauge 

All  film  exhibited  in  Detroit  must 
be  shown  before  the  censor  for  ap- 
proval, so  that  the  figures  represent 
an  accurate  total  of  the  amount  of 
new  films  made  available — not  in- 
cluding re-issues   and  revivals. 

Total  ,of  2,500  feet  of  film  was 
eliminated  by  the  censor  during  the 
year — about  1/20  of  one  per  cent 
— in  comparison  to  4,220  feet  during 

companies  concerned  before  addi- 
tional licenses  could  be  issued. 

Raibourn  declared  that  after  due 
consideration  Paramount  would  de- 
cide whether  to  offer  the  FCC  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  Para  and  the 
other  named  organizations  were  not 
"identical  interests"  or  whether  they 
would  accept  the  present  ruling. 


VA  Film  Post  Vacated  by 
George  for  Private  Biz 


West   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Douglas  F.  George 
has  resigned  as  chief  of  motion  pic- 
ture services  of  the  Veterans  Admin- 
istration because  of  the  pressure  of 
his  private  business. 

Previous  to  joining  the  VA  in  May, 
1946,  George  was  with  the  Navy  in 
charge  of  distribution  and  promotion 
of  industrial  incentive  films.  Before 
the  war  George  was  with  the  20th- 
Fox  publicity  staff  in  the  East. 


1945,  and  3,840  feet  in  1944,  despite 
the  heavy  increase  in  footage  re- 
viewed, indicating  a  marked  increase 
in  acceptability  of  films. 

In  contrast,  one  film  was  rejected 
during  the  year,  against  none  totally 
rejected   in   1945,   and   two   in   1944. 
Case  Cites   Studio  Co-op 

The  censorship  of  amusement  was 
in  the  hands  of  Case  for  the  first 
time  this  past  year,  with  the  pro- 
motion of  former  Censor  Charles 
W.  Snyder  to  an  inspectorship  in 
charge  of  numerous  other  details  in 
addition  to  censorship.  Case  com- 
mented that  "based  on  the  amount 
of  footage  screened  for  censorship, 
in  my  opinion,  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  during  the  past 
two  years.  There  has  been  co-op- 
eration from  the  producers,  and 
realization  on  their  part  that  the 
general  public  is  interested  in  clean 
pictures." 

Of  the  total  footage  screened  this 
year,  736,000  feet  was  accounted  for 
by  foreign  films,  with  eliminations 
in  this  class  totalling  about  250  feet. 
The  various  language  groups  af- 
fected were  smaller  than  in  prewar 
years,  with  German  films  notably 
down.     Breakdown  by  languages  is: 

Mexican,  509,000  feet;  Russian, 
83,000  feet;  Polish,  55,000  feet; 
Italian,  52,000  feet;  Arabian,  22,000 
feet;  German,  8,000  feet;  English, 
7,000  feet. 

Foreign  footage  trebles  the  1945 
figure,  when  the  total  was  only  201.- 
000  feet  in  seven  languages. 

Theater    Fronts    Scrutinized 

In  addition,  the  censors  made  110 
corrections  in  theaters,  as  against 
105  in  1945  and  124  in  1944.  The 
mild  increase  this  year  was  chiefly 
due  to  a  heavy  drive  against  theater 
fronts,  inasmuch  as  the  figure  in- 
cludes advertising  changes  required 
as  well  as  censorship  of  stage  pre- 
sentations. Total  of  4,438  visits 
was  made  by  the  censorship  squad 
to  theaters  and  night  clubs  to  see 
that  the  law  was  observed. 


Brit.  Pix  Appeal  to 
Critics  Only— Capra 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
said  yesterday  that  the  appeal  of 
British  films  in  this  country  "is  to 
critics  only,  thus  far,"  indicating 
that  their  entertainment  value  and 
popular  appeal  was  limited. 

"The  intent  of  'It's  a  Wonderful 
Life'  was  to  make  the  audience 
laugh,  make  them  cry,  make  them 
feel  better  when  they  come  out,"  the 
director  said,  "and  I  feel  we  have 
succeeded  in  doing  that  judging  from 
the  terrific  fan  mail  we  have  re- 
ceived." 

Lensing  on  "Union"  will  start  in 
May  or  June  and  pic  is  expected  to 
be  ready  for  release  by  Fall.  Capra 
will  probably  follow  with  Alfred 
Noyes's  "No  Other  Man,"  shooting 
of  which  will  take  place  in  London, 
France  and  Rome.  Also  under  con- 
sideration is  Jessamyn  West's 
"Friendly  Persuasion." 

Capra  stated  that  the  war  had 
made  pictures  more  realistic  and 
resulted  in  more  exterior  location 
shots  in  order  to  capture  the  realism 
that  is  difficult  to  reproduce  indoors. 
He  pointed  to  "13  Rue  Madeleine" 
and  the  several  productions  that  are 
being  made  in  Mexico  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ready-made 
locale.  "It's  the  constructed  exter- 
iors that  are  so  costly,"  he  added. 


Rites  Held  for  Katz 

Montgomery,  Ala. — Funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  here  for  Marcus  S. 
Katz,  72,  founder  of  the  Kay  Film 
Exchanges.  Survivors  are  sons, 
Harry,  David  and  Ike. 


W^OAIIY 
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"Song  of  the  Sierras" 

with  Jimmy  Wakely,  Lee  White 
Monogram  55  Mins. 

WESTERN  WITH  FEMALE  VILLAIN  FOR 
NEW  NOTE  AND  GOOD  MUSIC  IS  EF- 
FECTIVE   ENTERTAINMENT. 

Possessing  all  the  required  elements  of 
the  outdoor  opus  in  its  script,  this  western 
blends  them  all  for  effective  entertain- 
ment. There's  a  fight,  ambush,  horses, 
music,  shooting,  singing,  comedy  relief  and 
just  the  proper  note  of  romance.  While  the 
acting  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  action 
elements   amend   that  shortage. 

Wakely  is  a  horse  dealer.  He  comes  to 
town  and  after  a  reunion  with  Lee  White, 
runs  into  the  dirty  work  being  perpetrated 
on  Jean  Carlin  and  her  grandpaw.  Said 
dirty  work  is  the  effort  of  Iris  Clive  to 
gain  control  of  the  local  remount  business 
which  supplies  horses  to  the  army.  In  no 
time  at  all  and  with  a  song  number  every 
so  often  Wakely  gets  a  line  on  the  crooks 
and  gives  them  keen  competition. 

It  all  winds  up  in  a  race.  Thoroughbreds 
are  matched  with  mustangs.  Miss  Clive 
supplies  the  former,  Wakely  rounds  up  and 
breaks  to  the  leather,  the  latter.  Day  of 
the  race  plenty  of  skullduggery  is  pulled 
off  by  Miss  Clive's  riders  but  in  the  home 
stretch  Wakely  comes  out  a  couple  of 
lengths  in  front  to  garner  the  contract. 
Last  seen  he  is  relaxing  on  a  porch  with 
Miss  Carlin  at  his  side.  The  musical  con- 
tent is  tuneful,  easy  on  the  ears. 

CAST:  Jimmy  Wakely,  Lee  White,  Jean  Car- 
lin, Jack  Baxley,  Iris  Clive,  Jonathan  Black, 
Bob  Duncan,  Wesley  Tuttle,  Reginald  Snood, 
Budd   Buster,  Jasper  Palmer. 

CREDITS:  Produced  and  Directed  by  Oliver 
Drake;  Screenplay,  Elmer  Clifton;  Original  story, 
Oliver  Drake;  Cameraman,  Marcel  Le  Picard; 
Set  decorations,  Vin  Taylor;  Sound,  Earl  Sitar. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Good. 

Salt  Lake  City  Seeks 
Premiere  of  "Ramrod" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Harry  Sherman,  ac- 
companied by  Enterprise's  studio 
publicity  director,  Bill  Blowitz,  and 
Colin  Miller,  will  leave  for  Salt  Lake 
City  this  week-end  to  meet  with 
Utah  Centennial  Commission  author- 
ities and  executives  of  Inter-Moun- 
tain Theaters,  on  possibility  of 
bringing  to  that  city  a  world  pre- 
miere of  his  production,  "Ramrod." 
Executives  will  then  go  South  to 
Denver  to  meet  with  "Rick"  Ricket- 
son  of  National  Theaters,  on  plans 
already  formulated  for  a  premiere  in 
that  city.  Utah  authorities  have 
asked  for  priority  because  film  was 
shot  in  that  state. 


Grant  Resigns  as  Rep. 
Minn.  Branch  Manager 


William  M.  Grant,  Republic's  Min- 
neapolis branch  manager  for  the 
past  three  and  a  half  years,  has  re- 
signed. Resignation  will  be  effective 
Feb.  1. 


Sterling  Changes  Address 

Albany  —  Sterling  Pictures  Corp., 
chartered  under  Delaware  laws,  has 
changed  the  location  of  its  place  of 
business  to  400  Madison  Ave.,  New 
York. 


"Stone  Flower" 

with  Vladimir  Druzhnikov 
Artkino  89  Mins. 

SOVIET  JOB  IN  FINE  COLOR:  SLOW- 
MOVING  RUSSIAN  LEGEND  IS  WELL 
HANDLED. 

A  Ural  Mountain  legend,  "Stone  Flower," 
is  an  interesting  offering  since  it  utilizes 
what  the  producers  term  a  "secret"  color 
process.  It  is  an  excellent  color  process 
when  care,  skill  and  technical  application 
bring  out  full  values  of  the  various  color 
tones.  It  also  has  faults  in  poor  lighting 
and  a  tendency  to  smear  in  long  shots.  But 
in  closeups,  portraits  and  the  likes  it  is 
commendable. 

The  story  is  related  by  an  elderly  char- 
acter to  children.  It  concerns  a  stonecarver 
in  olden  times  when  the  local  patron  was 
also  a  master  of  life  and  death.  On  order, 
artisans  create  works  of  beauty.  He  comes 
along  and  "acquires"  them. 

A  youngster  plugs  hard  at  learning  stone- 
carving.  He  becomes  quite  the  craftsman. 
His  sweetheart  encourages  him  and  at 
length  he  is  married  to  her  the  same  night 
the  lure  of  the  Lady  of  the  Copper  Moun- 
tain proves  too  strong  and  he  becomes  her 
captive.  In  the  mountain  there  are  wonder- 
ful mineral  formations  and  while  he  eludes 
the  romantic  overtures  of  the  eerie  woman 
he  carves  a  monumental  cup  in  the  form  of 
a  flower.  These  cave  scenes  and  previous 
portraits  are  fine  color  work.  In  due  time 
his  strong  love  for  his  young  wife  induces 
his  captor  to  release  him.  He  returns  to 
the  world  and  happy  reunion  with  his  bride. 
English  subtitles. 

CAST:  Vladimir  Druzhnikov,  Tamara  Maka- 
rova,  Michail  Troyanovsky,  Alexander  Kleberer, 
Nikolai  Temykov,   Elena   Dereschikova. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Alexander  Ptushko; 
Scenario,  Pavel  Bazhov,  Ivan  Keller;  Camera- 
man, Fedor  Provorov;  Music,  Lev  Schwartz; 
English   titles,  Charles   Clement. 

DIRECTION,   Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Shennandoah  Valley,  Inc. 
Re-elects  Theater  Men 


Elkton,  Va. — Cyril  Mac,  manager 
of  Warners  State,  Harrisonburg,  and 
Tom  Baldridge,  M-G-M  exploited- 
from  Winchester,  were  re-elected  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  Shennan- 
doah Valley,  Inc.  at  a  recent  meeting. 

Other  directors  include:  Lurty 
Taylor,  manager  of  the  Elkton; 
Charles  Purcell,  Strand,  Staunton; 
Charles  Grimes,  Warner  district 
manager,  Washington,  was  named 
director  -  at  -  large.  Florenz  Hinz, 
formerly  of  Loew's,  was  re-ap- 
pointed executive  secretary. 


Walter  Gilbert  Stricken 

Walter  Gilbert,  60,  actor,  long 
known  on  Broadway,  died  suddenly 
of  heart  disease  in  the  Independent 
Subway.  He  had  toured  with  USO 
in  Europe  and  Asia.  He  played  oppo- 
site George  M.  Cohan,  Ethel  Barry- 
more,  Gertrude  Lawrence  and  Tallu- 
lah  Bankhead.  A  sister,  Mrs.  Flor- 
ence Truesdell,  and  a  brother,  John 
Gilbert,  survive  him. 


Show  "Nora  Prentiss"  Feb.  3 

National  tradeshowing  of  Warners 
"Nora  Prentiss"  has  been  set  for 
Monday,  Feb.  3.  Pic  is  scheduled  for 
release  the  latter  part  of  February. 


"Clandestine" 

with  Suzy  Carrier,  Georges  Rollin 
Western  Hemisphere  88  Mins. 

FRENCH  IMPORT  IS  LOVE  DRAMA  OF 
UNDERGROUND  DURING  WAR:  EFFEC- 
TIVELY HANDLED. 

Purportedly  this  film  is  said  to  be  the 
initial  offering  in  which  American  forces 
are  given  credit  for  the  liberation  of 
France.  Such  touches  as  indicate  this  in  the 
story  include  a  discussion  of  French  cook- 
ing and  the  introduction  of  newsreel  shots 
showing  U.  S.  troops  parading  down  the 
Champs  Elysees. 

Basically  the  plot  is  boy  and  girl  stuff. 
He  is  wounded  in  a  scrape  with  the  Gestapo 
in  Paris.  She  nurses  him  in  her  studio.  Her 
brother  mistakenly  thinks  she  is  being 
seduced.  The  pair  go  off  to  the  Maquis. 
Later  the  brother  and  a  Jewish  doctor  fol- 
low from  Paris  and  everyone  has  a  time 
blowing  up  trains  and  making  things  hot 
and  awkward  for  the  invader. 

In  due  time  the  girl  and  doctor  are 
taken.  The  doctor  is  tortured.  Our  hero 
ambushes  a  German  truck.  His  pals  don 
army  uniforms  and  liberate  the  captives. 
This  is  a  slick  trick,  strictly  fiction. 

Best  parts  of  the  film  concern  the  taking 
of  hostages  by  Germans  who  run  counter 
to  the  stalwart  priest  of  a  small  town.  His 
argument  for  the  captives  is  sensible,  hon- 
est, human,  soldierly.  For  his  pains  he  is 
killed.  The  hostages  are  hung. 

The  story  is  handled  effectively  enough 
and  rates  as  a  fair  to  middling  drama.  There 
are  English  subtitles. 

CAST:  Constant  Remy,  Suzy  Carrier,  Georges 
Rollin,  Samson  Fainsilber,  Guillaume  de  Sax, 
Andre   Reybaz. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Paul  Pavaux;  Director, 
Andre   E.   Chotin. 

DIRECTION,  Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Pretty 
Good. 


Dezel  Changes  Name 
To  Meet  New  Status 


Albert  Dezel,  president  of  Albert 
Dezel  Roadshows,  Inc.,  announced 
over  the  week-end  that  the  corpora- 
tion will  hereafter  be  known  as,  and 
operate  under  the  trade  name  of, 
Albert  Dezel  Prods.  Inc.  The  change 
will  affect  Dezel's  branches  in  Chi- 
cago, Detroit,  Cleveland  and  Cincin- 
nati. Dezel  found  that  "roadshows" 
no  longer  apply  to  his  business  as  he 
is  now  engaged  in  actual  distribu- 
tion of  independent  releases  instead 
of  specialized  exploitation  units. 

Albert  Dezel  Prods.  Inc.  will  be 
the  holding  corporation  for  fran- 
chises controlled  by  Dezel  who  holds 
rights  to  distribution  of  the  Screen 
Guild  Prods.,  Film  Classics  and 
Favorite  films.  Later  this  year  Dezel 
said,  his  corporation  will  form  the 
necessary  subsidiaries  giving  each 
franchise  operation  its  established 
trade  mark. 


AVC  To  Sponsor  Forums 

Motion  Picture  Chapter  of  the 
American  Veterans'  Committee  will 
inaugurate  a  series  of  open  forums 
Jan.  22  at  the  Henry  Hudson  Hotel, 
in  which  critics,  industry  leaders  and 
educators  will  present  their  various 
opinions.  First  session  will  offer 
Msgr.  McClafferty,  Bosley  Crowther 
and  Frank  Quinn.  Admission  will  be 
limited  to  350,  by  invitation. 


"The  Trap" 

with  Sidney  Toler,  Mantan  Morela 
Monogram  68  I 

AVERAGE  "CHARLIE  CHAN"  0 
SUITABLE  FOR  GENERAL  RUN  OF  A 
ENCES. 

Murder  is  done  among  female  men 
of  a  theatrical  troupe  who  are  ^-ati; 
at  M  a  I  i  'b  u  Beach.  Quite  i  car/.rt 
"Charlie  Chan"  in  the  reliable  perso 
Sidney  Toler  comes  on  the  scene.  Seen 
was  looking  for  his  Number  Two  Son 
was   reported   in   the  vicinity. 

What  transpires  after  that,  while  a 
of   beauties   stand   around    in    the    late 
bathing    togs,    is    the    usual    routine 
methods  of  deducting  and  reaching  a 
where     the    criminal     reveals     himself 
meets  a  violent  end. 

The  setting  is  a  beach  house  and  a 
of  cabanas  with  sand  dunes,  business  i 
bathrobes,   garrotting,   sliding  panels,  i 
ing   letters   and   weird   doings   in   the  i 
rounding  off  the  plot. 

It   all    boils   down    to   an    old    love 
Hell   hath   no   fury   like   a   woman   sco. 
But  in  this  case  she  is  degraded.  One 
actress,  she   is  last  a   wardrobe    mistre 

Toler   thanks  everybody  so    much   in 
familiar    style    of    the    Earl     Derr     B 
character  and  the  assortment  of  suppo 
players  render  their   lines  for  fair  reg 

Generally  the  plot  meanders  along 
confusion  and  half  gag,  the  latter  elei 
capably  supplied  by  Mantan  Moreland. 

CAST:  Sidney  Toler,  Mantan  Moreland, 
tor  Sen  Young,  Tanis  Chandler,  Larry  G 
Kirk  Alyn,  Rita  Quigley,  Anne  Nagel,  I 
Gerald,  Howard  Negley,  Lois  Austin,  Ba 
Ann  Wong,  Minerva  Urecal,  Margaret  Bra 
Betty   Best,   Jan    Bryant. 

CREDITS:    Producer,    James    S.    Burkett; 
rector,   Howard   Bretherton;   Original  story, 
am    Kissinger;    Cameraman,   James    Brown; 
Editor,   Ace    Herman;    Musical    Director,    Ed 
J.   Kay;  Sound,  Tom   Lambert. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRA 
Good. 


Announce  Winners  In 
Mono.  Progress  Drive 

Monogram's    Northwestern 
trict,  under  supervision  of  Nat  Fu 
combining  Boston,  New  Haven,  I 
falo  and  Albany,  won  first  prize 
award    of   $1,000   in   the   compai 
March  of  Progress  drive  which 
from  Oct.  12  to  Dec.  28. 

Second    place    was    won    by 
Middlewest  district,  under  Sol  Fi 
cis,  with  an  award  of  $750.    Cent 
under    Ben    Eisenberg,    won    tl 
place  $500  award. 

Van  Brink  to  Be  Sentence 
Monday  in  Copyright  Co 

Mortimer  Van  Brink,  who  was 
rested  by  the  FBI  in  connection  v 
copyright  infringement  arising  f) 
illegal  showing  of  16  mm.  feat 
prints  intended  for  Army  use, 
pleaded  guilty  to  each  of  four  cot 
in  U.  S.  District  Court. 

He  will  appear  for  sentence  i 
20. 

Palhe  Lab  Fete 

Opening  of  the  newly  comple 
laboratory  building  of  Pathe  Inc 
tries,  Inc.  will  be  observed 
afternoon  via  a  cocktail  pa 
Structure  is  located  on  East  106th 
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ise  Tax  Extension 
I  In  House  Hopper 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

je  meeting  today.  Grant,  a  mem- 
jf  the  committee,  told  The  Film 
X  that  prompt  action  on  the  bill 
'imperative."  It  is  believed  that 
•Vrfyall  be  rushed  through  Con- 

»».  short  order. 
e  excise  taxes  were  due  to  either 
re  or  revert  to  their  lower  levels 
me  30,  of  this  year.   Grant's  bill 


Loewenstein,  president  of  the 
tter  Owners  of  Oklahoma,  yes- 
\y   wrote    his    members    urging 

to  protest  to  their  Congressman 

xtension  of  the  present  luxury 
oeyond  the  end  of  the  national 
gency.  Loewenstein  also  sug- 
■d  to  Herman  Levy,  MPTOA 
tal  counsel,  that  the  MPTOA 
I  the  protests  nation-wide.  The 
OA  board  will  consider  the  pro- 

at  its  St.  Louis  meeting  Tues- 


gs  no  termination  date,  simply 

I'lling    the    June    30    expiration 

President  Truman  in  his  mes- 

B  to  Congress  had  called  for  con- 
tion  of  the  excise  taxes, 
ant  said  that  how  long  the  ex- 
<caxes  would  be  continued  should 
'Letermined    some    time    in    the 
e    by    the    Congress    when    a 
jer  idea  of  the  budget  require- 
s  could  be  obtained, 
ere  was    belief   here   that   con- 
ition    of    the    Federal     theater 
ssions  tax  would  forestall  sim- 
ax  action  contemplated  by  many 
5  and  municipalities.  Many  con- 
men  have  received  letters  point- 
out    that    congressional    uncer- 
y  on  the  theater  taxes  had  left 
'  states  and  municipalities  "up 
e  air"  as  far  as  tax  action  was 
.  rned. 


a.  Production  Confab. 
Hall  Toppers  to  Coast 

I  

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

'  to  be  held  here  the  week  of 
27. 

sending  the  meetings  from  New 
will  be  Adolph  Zukor,  Barney 

man,  Charles  M.  Reagan,  George 
ler,  Russell  Holman,  Alan  Jack- 
and  Curtis   Mitchell.    Also   at- 

jng  the   conferences   from    New 
will  be  Joseph  Hazen  of  Hal 

"Is  Productions, 
hand  from  the  foreign  field  will 
E.  Perkins,  chairman  and  man- 
•  director  for  Great  Britain,  and 
v  Farley,  European  production 
:'or  Paramount. 


'th  the  exception  of  Balaban, 
s  now  in  Florida  and  will  pro- 
f rom  there  to  the  Coast,  and 
i,  who  is  going  West  tomorrow, 
7ew  York  party  will  leave  for 
ionferences  by  train  on  Jan.  24. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Playing  By  Ear" 

M-G-M  10  Mins. 

Excellent 

Techniques  developed  to  teach 
blind  persons  to  play  golf,  basketball, 
baseball,  bowl  and  ride  horses  are 
illustrated  in  a  Smith  named  Pete's 
latest  short.  Bob  Anderson,  famous 
blind  athlete,  and  ex-marine  hero, 
Al  Schmid,  are  featured.  Most  un- 
usual sequence  shows  a  group  of 
men  playing  a  variation  of  baseball. 
Treating  a  difficult  subject  with 
finesse  and  tact,  P.S.  has  brought 
to  the  screen  an  unusually  interest- 
ing and  inspiring  film  which  should 
score  a  hit  on  any  program. 

"Like  Father — Like  Son" 

(R6-4) 

Paramount  10  Mins. 

It's  a  Natural 

Five  sons  who  are  following  in  the 
athletic  footsteps  of  their  fathers  are 
shown  (with  their  old  man)  perform- 
ing a  spectacular  feat.  The  John  B. 
Kellys,  oarsmen  extraordinary  are 
pictured  in  action  on  the  Schuylkill 
River.  Monty  Montana  and  his  10- 
year-old  son  go  through  their  paces 
of  trick  and  fancy  riding.  Newton 
Perry,  champion  underwater  swim- 
mer, proudly  displays  his  five-year- 
old  son's  prowess  under  the  briny 
and  Ken  Wilhelm  performs  with  his 
son,  Dennis,  in  a  display  of  accuracy 
with  bow  and  arrow.  Most  interest- 
ing sequence  of  the  footage  displays 
Hans  Thorner,  famed  Swiss-Amer- 
ican ski  champion,  doing  some  pretty 
fancy  skiing  down  Cannon  Mountain, 
N.  H.,  with  his  11-year-old  son,  Ar- 
thur, right  behind  him.  Variety  and 
action  make  this  one  a  natural. 


"Germany — Handle  With  Care" 

Twentieth-Fox  19  Mins. 

Post-war  Problems 

This  topic  has  been  focused  on 
many  times  lately  with  no  outstand- 
ing success.  March  of  Time's  latest 
production  does  not  climb  out  of  this 
category.  Pros  and  cons  are  given 
as  to  why  Germany  should  be  divided 
(as  she  is  now)  into  four  parts,  or, 
why  she  should  be  re-united.  Britain 
and  the  U.  S.  are  the  strongest  pro- 
ponents of  unity  which  would  dis- 
solve the  economic  barriers  strang- 
ling her.  Also  presented  is  the  black 
market,  one  of  her  chief  hindrances 
to  economic  stableness.  Truly  an  in- 
teresting situation  presented  with- 
out a  solution  or  conclusion,  it  should 
nevertheless  hold  an  audience  that  is 
problematically  minded. 


"Fair  Weather  Fiends" 

Universal  7  Mins. 

Excellent 

Woody  Woodpecker  and  his  pal 
head  for  Southern  climes  in  their 
yacht,  the  Palsie-Walsie.  Special  em- 
phasis is  placed  on  the  tremendous 
food  supply  aboard.  A  tornado  soon 
demolishes  the  boat  and  washes  them 
upon  a  Southern  Pacific  isle,  where, 
after  frantically  searching  for  food, 
they  each  scheme  to  eat  the  other. 
Many  hilarious  episodes  result  until 
they  find  a  supply  of  food  by  a 
goony-bird.  Well  done,  it  should  find 
a  very  large  market. 

"Queen  of  the  Court" 

(R6-3) 

Paramount  10  Mins. 

For  Tennis  Fans 

Opening  at  Rollins  College,  in 
Florida,  where  many  of  our  feminine 
tennis  stars  spring  from,  this  foot- 
age goes  on  to  describe  the  glamour, 
thrills  and  action  of  championship 
tennis.  Pictured  on  and  off  the  courts 
are  Pauline  Betz,  Doris  Hart,  Pat 
Todd,  Margaret  Osborne,  Jinx  Fal- 
kenburg,  Sarah  Palfrey  Cooke,  El- 
wood  Cooke  and  Ted  Husing.  Final 
shots  take  place  at  the  West  Side 
Tennis  Club,  Forest  Hills,  where 
Pauline  Betz  and  Doris  Hart  battle 
it  out  for  the  U.  S.  Championship. 
Interesting  Sportlight  which_  should 
have  special  appeal  for  tennis  fans. 


"Moonlight  Melodies" 

Universal  15  Mins. 

Okay 

Frankie  Carle  and  his  orchestra 
open  this  with  "Up  an  Octave,"  fol- 
lowed by  "How  Would  You  Feel" 
sung  by  the  Starlighters.  Carle's 
daughter,  Marjorie  Hughes,  next 
offers  "Looking  Out  The  Window" 
and  then  duets  with  Gregg  Lawrence 
in  'Swinging  Down  the  Lane."  Carle 
plays  "Charmaine"  and  Derry  Falli- 
gant  sings  "In  Love  With  Love"  and 
"Driftin'."  The  Starlighters  return 
for  "Yes,  We  Have  No  Bananas"  and 
then  the  orch  plays  "Warming  Up." 
Frankie  Carlie  fans  should  get  bang 
out  of  this  one  which  has  plenty  of 
music  for  all. 


"Popular  Science" 

(J6-2) 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

All-Around    Interest 

Always  a  valuable  addition  to  any 
bill,  this  P.S.  short  pictures  how  a 
huge  110-ton  Tournalayer  pours  out 
concrete  houses  with  almost  as- 
sembly-line precision,  how  a  moun- 
tain-top weather  station  in  the 
Andes  keeps  air  transports  in  that 
region  informed  about  vital  weather 
data  and  finally  how  sponges  are 
gotten  by  the  hardy  sponge  fishers 
of  Tarpon  Springs,  Florida.  All- 
around  interest. 


"Champagne  Music" 

Universal  15  Mins. 

Good 

Lawrence  Welk  and  his  orchestra, 
against  a  pent-house  night  club  at- 
mosphere, offer  such  tunes  as  "Jose- 
phine," "Stumblin',"  'Honey"  and 
"Running  Wild"  in  medley  form, 
vocalist  Betty  Jane  Pettit  sings  "No 
Can  Do,"  Judy  Clark  offers  "Play- 
mates" and  "I'm  Nobody's  Baby" 
and  Kenny  Stevens  sings  "Alone."  A 
two-some  is  spotlighted  in  the  per- 
sons of  Pat  Alphin  and  Kenny  Stev- 
ens who  duet  on  "Let's  Play  House," 
and  Jon  and  Inga  Zerby,  a  ballroom 
team,  perform  to  the  strains  of  "I'm 
looking  for  a  girl  like  you"  and 
"Champagne  Polka."  Plenty  of  music 
and  nice  variation  of  same. 


Reagan  Promotes  5 
In  Para.  Sales  Dept. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sary  by  the  expansion  of  Braly's  ter- 
ritory when  he  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  four  Coast  offices,  Los  Ange- 
les, San  Francisco,  Seattle  and  Port- 
land, while  retaining  supervision  of 
Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City. 

Jesse  T.  McBride  has  been  elevated 
from  Omaha  branch  manager  to 
succeed  Wirthwein  in  Milwaukee. 

Don  Hicks  has  been  moved  up 
from  Kansas  City  salesman  to  be- 
come McBride's  successor  in  Omaha. 

Albert  C.  Benson  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Cincinnati  branch 
managership  to  a  similar  post  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  replacing  J.  E. 
Fontaine,  who  has  resigned. 

The  new  Cincinnati  branch  man- 
ager will  be  Walter  Wiens,  advanc- 
ing from  a  salesman  in  the  Dallas 
territory. 

"It  is  significant,"  Reagan  pointed 
out  yesterday,  "that  all  of  the  an- 
nounced promotions  came  to  men 
who  had  been  elected  to  membership 
in  the  Paramount  sales  department's 
One  Hundred  Per  Cent  Club  at  least 
once  and  in  three  instances  as  many 
as  four  times." 

Before  becoming  Milwaukee  branch 
manager,  Wirthwein  was  sales  man- 
ager at  Para.'s  Chicago  branch.  He 
joined  Paramount  in  September, 
1928,  as  a  shipping  clerk  in  Mil- 
waukee. Wirthwein  was  elected  to 
Paramount's  One  Hundred  Per  Cent 
Club  four  times,  in  1932,  1936,  1937, 
and  1938. 

McBride,  who  came  to  Para,  in 
October,  1920,  as  a  shipping  clerk, 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  One 
Hundred  Per  Cent  Club  in  1927, 
1936,  1938,  and  1939. 

Hick's  career  with  Para,  began  as 
a  shipper  in  1934  and  qualified  for 
the  One  Hundred  Per  Cent  Club  in 
1943. 

Benson  became  associated  with 
Para,  in  1920  as  office  manager  and 
salesman  in  the  Philly  branch.  He 
was  elected  to  the  One  Hundred 
Per  Cent  Club  in  1925. 

Wiens  started  with  Para,  in  1926. 
Four  times  he  gained  membership 
to  the  One  Hundred  Per  Cent  Club, 
in  1929,  1930,  1943  and  1945. 


24,330  in  St.  Louis  Ask 
Vote  on  "Daylight"  Repeal 

St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg,  pres- 
ident, MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri 
and  Southern  Illinois,  yesterday  filed 
with  the  Board  of  Election  Com- 
missioners petitions  for  a  referendum 
election  on  daylight  saving  ordinance 
repeal.  Petitions  bore  24,330  signa- 
tures which  will  be  checked  by  the 
board  to  ascertain  if  19,000  bona  fide 
registered  voters  needed  for  election 
are  among  signers.  If  petitions 
should  be  short  Wehrenberg's  com- 
mittee will  have  additional  time  to 
make  up  the  number  required.  Elec- 
tion will  be  held  April  1  if  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  fails  to  repeal  the  or- 
dinance after  being  notified  by  elec- 
tion board  petitions  are  adequate  for 
an  election  on  the  subject. 


Ws? 


Friday,  January  17,  19 


'De-Americanize' All  U.  K.  Theaters,  Urges  CE/ 


Memo  to  Board  of  Trade 
Calls  for  the  Retention 
Of  Quota  for  Distributors 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
gled  out  Associated  British  Pic- 
tures, in  which  Warners  is  heav- 
ily interested,  for  "de-Ameri- 
canization," the  CEA  would  bar 
foreign  corporations  from  hold- 
ing any  interest  in  British  the- 
aters. 

Twentieth-Fox  has  holdings  in 
Gaumont  -  British,  and  United  Ar- 
tists in  Odeon  Circuit,  although  both 
major  chains  are  controlled  by  J. 
Arthur  Rank.    Other  U.   S.   compa- 


Associated  British,  in  which  War- 
ners holds  37  Vz  per  cent  interest,  is 
reported  in  cables  from  London  yes- 
terday to  be  ready  to  warmly  con- 
test the  "de-Americanization"  pro- 
posals made  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment by  both  the  BFPA  and  the 
CEA.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  in- 
dicated the  company  would  also  op- 
pose the  CEA  proposal  that  its  cir- 
cuit be  "frozen"  at  its  present  nu- 
merical   strength. 


nies  such  as  Warners,  Paramount 
and  Loew's  also  operate  houses  in 
London  and  provincial  keys. 

Would  "Freeze"  Circuits 
The  CEA's  drastic  proposals  also 
recommend  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
that  the  existing  circuits  be  not  al- 
lowed to  expand  further.  Associated 
British  controls  some  440  theaters, 
G-B,  some  300,  while  Odeon  has  up- 
wards of  315,  on  the  basis  of  avail- 
able   statistics. 

The    CEA   memorandum   enters   a 
claim  for  a  lower  exhibitors'   quota 
for   independent   theaters,   which    it 
suggests  be  not  higher  than  10  per 
cent.     It   asks   the   abolition   of  the 
double  and  treble  quota  provisions. 
While   the    British    Film   Pro- 
ducers   Association    in    its    me- 
morandum to  the  Board  of  Trade 
proposed    the    abolition    of    the 
Distributors'     Quota  —  a     move 
which  would  free  American  dis- 
tribs.    from    compulsory    British 
production  or  the  acquisition  of 
British  product — the  CEA  would 
have  it  retained. 

The  CEA  advances  the  argument 
that  indie  exhibs.  should  be  able  to 
book  entire  programs,  both  British 


KfllfllE  TOUCH 


GENEVIEVE    MOSKOWITZ,    formerly    with 
Loew's,   elevated    to    Eugene   Arnstein's  executive 
secretary,    at    Film    Classics. 
MABEL    KING,    U-l    secretary,    Cleveland,    Ohio. 
MARY    ANN    BARTUSEK,    manager,    Grand    The- 
ater,   Grand    Island,    Neb. 

ROSE    MARIE    ELLIS,    stenographer-clerk,    United 
Artists,    Omaha. 

HAZEL    TEINES,     information    desk,     Paramount, 
Omaha. 


Johnston  Warns  British  Curbs  on  U.  S.  Pix 

Competition  Will  Have  Trade  Repercussions 

Eric  A.  Jchnston,  MPAA  president,  who  arrives  in  Hollywood  today  from  a 
vacation  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  told  the  UP  before  his  departure  that  "any  British 
attempt  to  curb  Hollywood  film  competition  will  have  an  immediate  effect  on 
trade  between  the  two  countries,"  the  wire  service  reported  yesterday. 

Steps  advanced  by  the  British  Film  Producers  Association,  including  "de- 
Americanizaticn,"  might  lead  to  curtailment  of  British  film  exports  to  other 
countries,  said  Johnston,  although  "what  all  countries  should  be  striving  for  is 
a  greater  exchange,"  according  to  the  UP. 


TOA  Proposes  Deals 
Include  Arbitration 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
will  inevitably  ensue  as  a  result  of 
the  final  decree.  It  will  be  a  lawyer's 
paradise- 

"The  ITOA,"  Brandt  continued, 
"cognizant  of  the  Federal  Court's 
memorandum  accompanying  the  de- 
cree, agrees  that  arbitration  has  been 
a  benefit  to  the  entire  industry,  elim- 
inating the  need  for  cumbersome 
lawsuits.  In  order  to  maintain  the 
practical  advantages  resulting  from 
this  system  the  ITOA,  for  its  mem- 
ber theaters,  will  ask  any  interested 
parties  with  which  it  may  have  dif- 
ferences to  continue  arbitration  by 
stipulation  after  Mar.  1,  until  such 
time  as  a  new  and  more  effective 
system  may  be  evolved  within  the 
confines  of  the   industry." 

and   American,   from   distribs.    with 
whom   they  normally  trade. 

It  is  stressed  in  the  CEA  memo- 
randum  that    a    continued    distribu- 
tors' quota  would  decrease  the  flow 
of   dollars    to    the    U.    S.    and   thus 
American    companies    would   be   en- 
couraged to  make  top  bracket  prod- 
uct here  suitable  for  both  markets. 
The  CEA  plugs  for  the  fixing 
of  the  quota  on  a  year  to  year 
basis  and  on  the  number  of  films 
rather  than  on  footage  as  is  now 
the  case. 

As  in  the  instance  of  the  BFPA, 
the  CEA  asserts  that  the  existing 
circuit  undertaking  to  play  six  ex- 
tra British  films  annually  above 
quota  should  be  specifically  em- 
bodied in  new  legislation. 

Abolish    Shorts    Quota? 

As  regards  the  Shorts  Quota,  the 
CEA  would  have  it  either  abolished 
or  a  decrease  made  effective. 

The  exhibitors'  organization  goes 
along  with  the  BFPA  in  desiring  the 
extension  of  the  Quota  Act  to  the 
16  mm.  field. 

J.      Arthur      Rank,      it      was 
learned,  has  written  to  Sir  Staf- 
ford   Cripps,    president    of    the 
Board    of   Trade,   recording   his 
points  of  disagreement  with  the 
CEA   proposals,  but  what  they 
are  is  undisclosed. 
The   memorandum    of   British   la- 
bor, yet  to  be  made  public,  is  said 
to    agree    broadly    with    the    BFPA 
proposals,  including  that  calling  for 


Goldwyn  Sees  Britain 
Harmed  by  Quota  Ad 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Asked  at  a  press 
conference  regarding  drawings  of 
good  British  pix,  Samuel  Goldwyn 
praised  several  of  Britain's  recent 
efforts,  but  said  American  producers 
are  still  masters. 

However,  he  warns  that  American 
producers  can  only  retain  their 
supremacy  by  making  fewer  and  bet- 
ter pictures.  Goldwyn  also  said  the 
Broadway  theater  has  deteriorated 
due  to  backers  who  brought  only 
money  to  stage  production  rather 
than  creative  ideas. 

He  declared  that  Hollywood  is  in 
for  a  survival  of  the  fittest  and  that 
money-men  who  have  entered  do  not 
survive.  He  said  that  screen,  news- 
paper and  billboard  advertising  cre- 
ates censorship  and  many  times  is 
misleading,  and  praised  the  PCA. 

Goldwyn  declared  the  British 
Quota  Act  would  do  Britain  more 
harm  than  good,  then  pointed  out 
that  public  is  not  patriotic  about  en- 
tertainment. 

He  feels  that  television  will  be  a 
boon  to  film  industry  and  will  make 
people    even    more    picture    minded. 

"Man's  Hope"  on  Monday 

Long  deferred  double  preeming  of 
"Man's  Hope,"  the  Andre  Malraux 
film  distributed  here  by  Lopert,  has 
definitely  been  set  for  Monday  at  the 
55th  St.  and  the  5th  Ave.  Playhouses. 

the    abolition    of    the     distributors' 
quota. 

Mayer  See  CEA  Proposal 
Lacking  Gov't  Support 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Commenting  on  the 
British  CEA  proposal  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  urging  that  no  foreign  cor- 
porations be  permitted  to  hold  an  in- 
terest in  British  circuits  and  in  call- 
ing for  continuance  of  distributors 
quota  on  ground  that  this  would  de- 
crease flow  of  dollars  to  U.  S.  and 
encourage  American  companies  to 
make  top-budget  pix  in  Britain, 
Gerald  Mayer,  MPAA  International 
division,  said  he  felt  that  proposal 
would  not  have  support  of  British 
government. 

He  pointed  out  that  Britain  has 
heavy  investments  in  this  country 
and  vice  versa,  and  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  make  American  film  industry 
a  target. 


Garner-Talley  Will 
Operate  Fla.  Circuit 


Lakeland,   Fla.— The   Talgar.  T! 

ater  Co.  has  been  formed  /      rl 

'.car.' 
Garner   and   M.    C.   Talley  a^u   v 

operate  a  chain  of  18  or  more  tl. 
aters  throughout  the  state.  Gan; 
has  been  vice-president  in  charge 
operations  for  Florida  State  T 
aters  for  the  past  10  years,  aj 
Talley  has  been  treasurer  of 
same  organization.  They  recen 
resigned  to  form  their  own  oper 
ing  company. 

The  theaters  which  they  hi 
taken  over  include  the  Ritz 
Grand  of  Winter  Haven;  State 
Scenic  in  Lake  Wales;  Beach,  Ja 
sonville  Beach;  State,  Cocoa;  StE 
Eustis;  Princess,  Mount  Dora;  C 
Croix,  Melbourne;  Sunrise  and  R 
Fort  Pierce;  Lyric,  Stuart;  Flori 
Ritz  and  State,  Tallahassee;  Fl 
ida,  Vero  Beach;  Lincoln  and  C 
tral,  Tampa.  Headquarters  of 
new  company  will  be  at  Lakeland. 

Jones  Leaves  Griffith 
To  Form  Own  Company 

Dallas — Ted  Jones,  Division  m 
ager    of    Griffith    Theaters,    resig- 
effective  Feb.  2,  to  operate  his  o 
company,     Jones     Enterprises,     1 
This  firm  recently  purchased  an 
terest    in    Arizona    Theaters,    whj 
will  be  jointly  operated  by  Jones  ; 
Louis  F.  Long.    Jones  will  move. 
Los  Angeles  to  live  and  to  establ 
operation  headquarters. 

New  Film  Players  Slate 

Officers  of  the  Film  Players  C 
elected  at  a  recent  meeting  inclu 
Hannah  Luckman,  president;  Ha 
Hornich,  vice-president;  Jean  F 
executive  secretary;  William  LaB 
so,  treasurer;  Claire  Wood,  recc'; 
ing  secretary,  and  Harry  Luckm 
sergeant-at-arms.  Directors  inclu 
Joseph  Blihar,  Stanley  Nachell, 
seph  Torre,  Nellie  Ranson,  J 
Talmud,  Mrs.  Jack  Herman. 


UJEDDIIKS  BELL 


Elwell-Stromberg 

Hunt  Stromberg,  Jr.,  theatr 
and  radio  producer,  will  be  man 
Sunday  to  Marilyn  K.  Elwell  of  F 
Lauderdale,  Fla.  Groom  is  the 
of  Hunt  Stromberg,  indie  motion  ] 
ture  producer.  The  wedding 
scheduled  to  take  place  in  Com 
ticut. 


Noyes-Connor 
Lebanon,  N.  H. — Robert  E.  C 
nor,  projectionist  at  the  Op 
House,  and  Ruth  E.  Noyes  of  Wil< 
Vt.,  were  married  at  the  Wilder  F  | 
erated  Church. 


28  W.    44th   St.    21st   floor 
New  York      N.    Y. 
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U.  S.  Pix  in  All  European  Countries  But  Three 


MPEA  Moving  to  Enter  Sov- 
iet Russia,  Bulgaria  and 
Yugoslavia,  Maas  Reveals 


American  films  are  either  cur- 
rently playing  or  will  be  playing 
u'ithin  the  next  few  weeks  in  all 
^European  countries  but  three — So- 
'viet  Russia,  Yugoslavia  and  Bulgaria 
— it  was  said  Friday  by  Irving  Maas, 
MPEA  vice-president,  on  his  return 
from  a  European  survey. 
.  An  MPEA  rep.  arrived  in  Bul- 
garia on  Friday,  Mass  disclosed, 
adding  that  overtures  to  Yugoslavia 
and  "feelers"  to  the  Soviets  had 
also  been  initiated. 

Maas    said   the   German  language 

film  industry  is  being  reconstructed 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Johnston  Has  Plan  to 
Remove  Trade  Bars 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Eric  A.  Johnston,  presi- 
dent of  MPAA,  last  Friday  warned 
that  further  British  restrictions 
,upon  showing  of  American  films 
.would  breed  quotas  in  other  coun- 
tries that  not  only  would  react 
against  Hollywood  but  would  harm 
British  film  industry  as  well. 
Johnston,  reporting  on  his  recent 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Industry  Ad  Men  Meet 
On  Greek  Orphan  Drive 


'  Repi-esentatives  of  the  industry's 
iid  departments  met  Friday  at  the 
jHotel  Astor  to  discuss  plans,  ex- 
change ideas  and  prepare  material 
for    the    motion    picture    industry's 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 



Solons  Crowd  Out 
Ohio  ITO  Conclave 

Columbus,  0.  —  Because  the  Ohio 
Legislature  will  be  in  session  for  at 
least  four  months,  crowding  all  local 
hotels  to  capacity,  the  ITO  of  Ohio 
crnvention  has  been  postponed  from 
March  18-19  to  May  22-23.  Sessions 
will  be  held  at  the  Deshler-Wallick 
Hotel. 


Stale  Dept.  Assured  by  Republican  Leader 

Of  No  Repeal  on  Reciprocal  Trade  Program 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington — Partial   assurance   that   the   State   Department's   reciprocal   trade 

program,  backed  solidly  by  MPAA,  will  not  be  completely  axed   was  given  over 

the  week-end  by  Sen.  Robert  Taft  of  Ohio. 

Sen.  Taft  predicted  that   Republicans  would   make   no  attempt   to   repeal   the 

program  if  the  Department  doesn't  "go  too  far  in  cutting  tariffs." 

The  Republican   leader   said  the  question   had   been   turned   over  to  Chairman 

Milliken   of  the   Senate   Finance   Committee   who   will    have   further   discussions 

with  Will  Claytcn.   Under-Secretary  of  State. 


No  Power  to  Revoke 
On  'Outlaw':  Regents 


Albany — The  Board  of  Regents  on 
Friday  refused  to  revoke  the  license 
to  exhibit  the  motion  picture  "The 
Outlaw"  as  requested  by  New  York 
City's    License    Comissioner. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Board  in  an 
accompanying  memorandum  recom- 
mended that  the  Legislature  amend 
the  present  law  to  give  the  Educa- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


House  Com.  Agrees 
On  Tax  Extension 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Extension  of  the  ad- 
missions rates  of  one  cent  on  each 
five  and  other  curi-ent  excise  rates 
for  at  least  an  additional  year  be- 
yond next  Summer  came  closer  to 
reality  Friday  as  the  House  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  agreed  with- 
out dissent  to  the  proposal  as  em- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Philippine  Attendance 
At  Pre- War  Level — Almy 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  construc- 
tion of  new  theaters  and  the  re- 
building of  war-shattered  houses  are 
still  far  off,  theater  attendance  has 
bounded  back  to  pre-war  levels,  Cliff 
Almy,  Warners  supervisor  for  the 
Philippines  and  Japan,  reported  to 
the  industry  press  before  leaving  for 
his  Manila  office  over  the  week-end. 

Many  prefabricated  theaters  have 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


SGP  Finds  Thar's  Gold 
In  Back  Country  Dates 

Times  Square  isn't  the  only  place 
where  pictures  are  shown,  Robert  L. 
Lippert,  exec,  veepee  of  Screen  Guild 
Prods,  told  the  press  boys  Friday. 
"Of  course,"  Lippert  added,  "we  like 
to  get  into  those  key  spots,  but 
don't  underestimate  the  back  coun- 
try." 

By  way  of  proof,  Lippert  cited  the 
fact  that  more  than  96  per  cent  of 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Trailers  to  Hit  Yonkers  Tax 

Theaters  Map  United  Fight  on  City  Levy 


Equity  Decree  Before 
PCC  Board  Wednesday 

Portland,  Ore.— The  PCCITO  board 
of  trustees  will  meet  here  Wednes- 
day with  the  following  trustees  at- 
tending: William  Graeper  and  M.  W. 
Matteck  of  Oregon;  Le  Roy  John- 
ston and  L.  A.  Lukan  of  Washington; 
Ben  Levin  and  Rotus  Harvey  of 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Fight  to  block  the  proposed  Yonk- 
ers theater  admissions  impost  will 
be  taken  directly  to  the  city's  movie- 
goers via  trailers,  it  was  learned 
over  the  week-end  in  the  wake  of 
Friday's  meeting  of  the  Yonkers  Mo- 
tion Picture  Theater  Committee 
which  mapped  a  united  plan  of  ac- 
tion. Trailer  message  will  drive 
home   the  point  that  the  burden   of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Questions  Cover  Shorts 
Forcing,  Tradeshowings 
And  Competitive  Bidding 

Independent  theater  owner 
and  operator  members  of  the 
MPTOA  as  amicus  curiae  in  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  New  York 
Statutory  Court  on  Friday  by  Her- 
man Levy,  general  counsel,  asked 
clarification  of  four  provisions  of  the 
decree  filed  Dec.  31  last  in  the  Gov- 
ernment's equity  suit. 

Posed    by    the    letter   were    these 
questions: 

1.     Under  the  decree  of  Dec. 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Gov't  to  "Observe 
In  Decree  Argument 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Although  Govern- 
ment Attorney  Robert  L.  Wright  will 
be  on  hand  Wednesday  when  the 
distributor  defendants  in  the  New 
York  equity  suit  ask  the  Court  to 
stay  portions  of  the  decree,  entered 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Century  Exec.  Warns  on 
Admission  Price  Hikes 


Careful    consideration    should    be 

given    before    any    admission    price 

increases  are  made,  said  Martin  H. 

Newman,    comptroller    lor    Century 

(Continued  on   Page  2) 


New  Exhib.  Policy 
Set  for  'Rest  Years9 

Pittsburgh  —  "The  Best  Years  of 
Our  Lives"  will  be  shown  for  the 
first  time  under  a  new  exhibition 
policy,  beginning  with  its  engage- 
ment  at   the    Fulton    here,    March   5. 

Pic  will  be  shown  four  times  daily 
— at  11  a.m,  at  2:30  in  the  after- 
noon, and  at  6  and  9:30  in  the  eve- 
ning. While  each  performance  will 
be  reserved,  individual  seats  will 
not  be.  Number  of  tickets  sold  will 
equal  the  seating  capacity  of  the 
theater.  Reservations  will  be  taken 
four  weeks   in   advance. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 


High     Low 

20 1/4     20y4 


Am.  Seat 

Bell  &  Howell 21 1/4  21 

Columbia    Picts 19V4  18% 

East.    Kodak 222  220 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 22'/2  22 

Loew's,    Inc 23%  23 

Paramount       29'/4  273/8 

RKO 14%  14'/4 

Republic  Pict 6%  6% 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...  13%  13% 

20th  Century-Fox   .  .  .  34%  32% 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  42  42 

Universal   Pict 23%  22y2 

Warner  Bros 16%  15% 

NEW   YORK  CURB    MARKET 

Monogram     Picts.     .  .  .    4%  4%       4% 

RKO      4%  41/s       4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      16%  W/l      16% 

Trans-Lux    4  4  4 


Close 
20% 
21 

19% 
222 

221/2 
23% 
283/4 
143/4 
6% 
133/4 
34% 
42 
233/4 
16% 


Net 
Chg. 

+  % 

+  % 

+  1 

+  6 

+  1 

+  % 

+  1% 

+  % 

+  % 

+  % 

+  1% 

+  3 

+  % 

+  % 


+ 
+  1 
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THERE'S  ONLY  ONE 


^te&ZSZ. 


IAMI   BEACH 

OCEAN  FRONT  •  40th  to  41st  its. 
Reservations  Invited  .  Walter  Jacobs 


Paramount  Plans  Increase 
In  British  Production 


Though  story  material  is  scarcer 
than  harmony  in  the  industry,  "next 
year  will  see  some  very  interesting 
plays,"  Frank  Farley,  European  pro- 
duction rep.  for  Paramount,  told  the 
industry  press  upon  his  arrival 
aboard  the  Queen  Elizabeth  last 
Friday. 

Paramount  will  increase  produc- 
tion in  England,  Farley  said,  but  to 
what  extent  will  have  to  be  ironed 
out  with  biggies  here. 


Perkins  Finds  No  Surprise 
In  U.  K.  Quota  Proposals 

It  was  to  be  expected,  said  James 
E.  Perkins,  Paramount-Interna- 
tional's chairman  and  managing  di- 
rector for  Great  Britain,  when  he 
was  informed  of  the  CEA's  memo- 
randum to  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Asked  to  amplify  his  statement, 
Perkins  said  he  would  have  to  read 
The  Film  Daily  account  more  thor- 
oughly and  give  his  opinion  at  a 
later  date  after  he'd  had  time  to 
think  things  over. 


Archibald  to  Survey  U.  S. 
Reception  of  British  Pix 

George  Archibald,  J.  P.,  managing 
director  of  J.  Arthur  Rank's  Inde- 
pendent Producers,  Ltd.,  told  the 
trade  press  upon  his  arrival  Friday 
on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth  that  he 
was  just  here  for  a  look-see  on  how 
British  pix  were  doing  in  Yankee 
territory. 

Though  he  intends  to  make  a 
rather  extensive  trip  across  the 
States,  Archibald  said  he  had  no  in- 
tention of  visiting  Hollywood. 

Philippine  Attendance 
At  Pre- War  Level — Almy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
been  put  up  since  V-J  Day.  Usually 
35  mm.  product  is  shown  in  the  pre- 
fabs. Just  the  same,  16  mm.  films, 
which  are  shown  on  a  percentage 
basis,  are  getting  off  to  a  good  start. 

Other  bits  of  info,  gleaned  from 
Almy's  chat:  Filipinos  are  strong 
for  action  pix,  including  war  films. 
.  .  .  Pix  like  "Air  Force"  played  from 
6.30  a.m.  to  11.00  p.m.  for  21  days.... 
Ordinarily,  shows  begin  in  the  eve- 
ning. 

Admission  prices  have  doubled  in 
all  theaters  since  pre-war  days.  Us- 
ually balcony  seats  are  twice  as  much 
as  orchestra  seats. 


MITCHELL  MAY,  Jr. 

C0.f  INC. 
INSURANCE 

Specializing 

in  requirements  of  the 

Motion  Picture  Industry 

75  Maiden  Lane,  New  York 
510  W.  6th  St.  Lot  Aogele* 


Century  Exec.  Warns  on 
Admission  Price  Hikes 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Theaters,  in  a  recent  "caution  re- 
port" to  Century  personnel.  Cau- 
tious operation  and  close  scrutiny  of 
expenses  are  indicated  for  exhibitors 
at  this  point  in  the  economic  cycle, 
as  well  as  lowered  film  rentals  and 
stabilization  of  admission  prices,  he 
continued. 

Century  comptroller  stated  that 
exhibitor  feeling  on  film  rentals  was 
that  these  had  passed  the  saturation 
point,  and  consequently,  presented  a 
fertile  field  for  reducing  expenses. 
"In  the  economic  cycle,"  Newman 
said  "a  point  is  finally  reached  where 
the  consumer  calls  a  halt  and  decides 
not  to  purchase.  This  has  not  hap- 
pened to  the  motion  picture  industry 
as  yet;  business  has  held  up.  But  a 
look  at  today's  newspaper's  and  the 
many  sales  advertised  are  an  index 
that  consumer  resistance  is  a  breath- 
ing thing." 


Equity  Decree  Before 
PCC  Board  Wednesday 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Northern  California;  Hugh  W.  Bruen 
and  George  Dimas  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia and  R.  H.  Poole,  PCCITO  ex- 
ecutive secretary,  and  J.  M.  Hone, 
executive  secretary  of  ITO  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  following  officers  and  repre- 
sentatives from  Inter-Mountain  As- 
sociation, comprising  Utah,  South 
Idaho  and  Montana,  will  be  present 
as  observers:  Sam  Gillette,  Ralph 
Trauthen,  Anderson,  Hilmer  George, 
Hugh  Jorgenson,  H.  W.  Kanutson, 
J.  H.  Moran  and  C.  J.  Severson. 

Major  portion  of  agenda  will  be 
a  full  analysis  of  the  Statutory 
Court  decree  in  the  Government's 
New  York  equity  suit.  Among  other 
subjects  to  be  considered  will  be  state 
and  municipal  admission  taxes, 
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TRANS-CONTINENTAL 
FILMS,  INC. 

243  W«rt  56th  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y. 
Circle  5-4151-2 

Exclusive  Foreign  Distributors 

Features,  Westerns,  Specialties 


j\.  Y.  THEATERS 


t-RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL—- 

Rockefeller  Center 

"TILL  THE  CLOUDS  ROLL  BY"  \ 

With   13   BIG  STARS 
in  Technicolor    •    An  M-G-M  Picture 
SPECTACULAR  STAGE  PRESENTATION 
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B'WAY 

AND 
47  ST. 


WALTViSNtY'S 

SONG-SOOTH 


ON  SCREEN 

'The  JOLSON 
STORY' 

In  TECHNICOLOR 
Larry  PARKS 
Evelyn  KEYES 


IN  PERSON 

THELMA  CARPENTER 

LEONARDJUES 

WALTON  8  O'ROURKE 

DEAN  MARTIN 
&  JERRY  LEWIS 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount   Picture  Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND         STANWYCK         FITZGERALD 

A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Open 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 
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'Best  film  this  year  from 
Hollywood!"— n.  y.  times 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives' 


Confiroout         A    CHP/~\U    B'WAY  ond 

Perfbrmoncej     £\Sj   X   \J  JV      45*  ST. 


Now  Playing 

RIALTO  THEATER 

42nd   Street   and    Broadway 

"Murder    In    Reverse" 

{A   Four  Continents  Release) 
"Ingenious   .   .   .   Stirring   .   .    .   Superb"    ' 
Alton  Cook,  N.  Y.  World  Telegram 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in 
"13  RUE  MADELEINE" 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 

Plus  on  Stage— GRACIE  FIELDS 

Extra!     Arthur  Blake 

R  O  X  Y     7th  Ave.  &  50th  St. 


Monday,  January  20,  1947 


Cf\&AllY 


ohnston  Has  Plan  to 
emove  Trade  Bars 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
3|-ip  to  England  at  a  luncheon  of 
jrudio  heads  and  production  execs., 
laid  he  "proposed  an  international 
Ipotiorunicture  institute  to  work  for 
feme')  9)  of  trade  restrictions  and 
:ade  barriers"  and  stressed  to 
British  that  U.S.  had  no  tariffs, 
uotas  or  any  other  barriers  to  im- 
ortation  of  foreign  films  into  this 
ountry. 

"Increased  quotas  in  England 
would  breed  quotas  in  other 
countries  I  told  them,"  Johnston 
said. 

"Every  country  with  a  strug- 
gling film  industry  would  follow 
British  example  and   instead  of 
Britain    finding,    an     expanding 
trade  overseas  for  her  films,  she 
would  meet  with  resistance." 
Johnston  deplored  action  of  BFPA, 
nnounced  earlier  this  week,  in  sub- 
mitting    proposals     for     legislation 
jhat  would  decrease  potential  play- 
ig  time  for  American-made  pix  on 
Jritish    screens    and    would    require 
iritish   exhibitors  to  increase   their 
ookings  of  British  films. 
He  said  that  he  had  urged  British 
jo  continue  for  another  year   their 
(resent  quota  law  that  requires  ap- 
roximately  20  per  cent  of  theater 
laying  time  for  British  films. 


»GP  Finds  Thar's  Gold 
in  Back  Country  Dates 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
,000  contracts  on  "Wildfire"  had 
een  liquidated.  "We  love  percent- 
ge  if  we  can  get  it,"  Lippert  an- 
wered  when  .he  was  asked  how 
IGP's  pix  were  sold. 

Lippert  credited  Monogram,  Re- 
ublic  and  PRC  for  missionary  work 
egarding  program  product.  Exhibs., 
e  said,  were  now  willing  to  take  a 
hance  on  films  produced  by  smaller 
utflts. 

Skedded  for  SGP  1947  release  are 
4  pix,  as  well  as  12  re-issues  of 
lopalong  Cassidy. 


»kouras  Houses  Aid  "Dimes" 

j]  All  Skouras  houses  in  Hudson 
I^ounty,  N.  J.,  and  up  state  Rock- 
land County,  have  joined  the  March 
if  Dimes,  Emil  C.  Jensen  announced 
rriday.  The  Long  Theaters,  Texas, 
imd  the  McCarthy  Theatrical  Enter- 
orises,  Fargo,  N.  D.,  also  are  co- 
iperating. 


SERD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETII1GS  TO: 


Jan.  20 

Leo  Pillot  Hugo    Mayer 

Lowell  Gilmore 


comma  turn  aoino 


SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS  left  Friday  for  the 
Coast  where  he  will  remain  tor  two  weeks.  He 
was  accompanied   by   his  assistant,    LEM   JONti. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  president  of  Enterprise, 
arrived  in  New  York  yesterday,  from  tne  Coast, 
ror  a  brief  stay. 

HERMAN  LEVY,  MPTOA  general  counsel,  left 
New  Haven  Saturday  for  St.  Louis,  and  will  re- 
turn  to    New   York   on   Wednesday. 

JESSE  L.  LASKY  planed  out  to  Hollywood  to- 
day to  start  production  on  "Miracle  of  the 
Bells"    for   RKO    release. 

GERALD  MAYER,  head  of  the  MPA  foreign 
department,  will  return  from  the  Coast  tomor- 
row, trie  Johnston  will  be  here  later  in  the 
week. 

EARLE  SWEIGERT,  Paramount  middle  East 
division  manager,  will  be  in  Cleveland  tomor- 
row for  conferences  with  Saul  Frifield,  Albert 
C.    Benson,    H.    E.   Stuckey   and    Walter    Wiens. 

JAMES  STEWART  will  arrive  tomorrow  from 
the   Coast. 

LEO  F.  SAMUELS,  Walt  Disney  Prod,  sales 
exec,  has  sailed  for  Europe,  his  itinerary  in- 
cluding London,  Paris,  Rome,  Barcelona,  Am- 
sterdam,   Brussels,    Stockholm    and    Geneva. 

BARRY  GREENBERG,  new  Far  Eastern  special 
sales  rep.  for  Walt  Disney  Prods.,  has  sailed 
ror  his   bingapore    base. 

M.  LOWENSTEIN,  president  of  the  Theater 
Owners  of  Oklahoma,  and  HARRY  LOWENSTEIN, 
the  unit's  rep.  on  the  MPTOA  board,  arrived 
in  St.  Louis  over  the  week-end  to  attend  MPTO 
of  St.  Louis  convention  and  the  MPTOA  board 
meeting. 

BORIS  MORROS  and  WILLIAM  LE  BARON  are 
in  Mexico  City  to  plan  Latin  America  premieres 
of  "Carnegie    Hall." 

SUSAN  HAYWARD  and  her  husband,  JESS 
BARKER,  arrive  in  San  Francisco,  today,  for 
luncheon  with  the  movie  and  dramatic  critics. 
Then  off  to  Sacramento  for  preview  of  "Smash- 
up,"    Miss    Hayward's    latest    picture. 

GENE  RAYMOND  is  due  from  the  Coast  to 
begin    rehearsals   in   "The   Greatest    of   Ease." 

JOHN  B.  CRON,  appointed  general  manager 
of  Monogram  Pictures  of  Trinidad,  B.W.I.,  left 
over  the  week-end  to  establish  offices  at  Port- 
of-Spain. 


Industry  Ad  Men  Meet 
On  Greek  Orphan  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
forthcoming  appeal  for  the  orphans 
of  Greece,  a  campaign  which  is  dedi- 
cated to  Spyros  P.  Skouras. 

Meeting  was  presided  over  by  Ben 
Serkowich,  co-publicity  chairman  of 
the  drive  with  S.  Barret  McCor- 
mick,  and  attended  by  Ned  E. 
Depinet  and  Si  H.  Fabian  who,  with 
Jack  Cohn,  are  national  chairmen  of 
the  industry  committee. 

Also  attending  were  Tom  Con- 
nors, distributor  chairman,  Robert 
Coyne,  William  Plunkett,  Leon  Bam- 
berger, Arthur  Brilant,  Eddie  Solo- 
mon, David  A.  Lipton,  Paul  Lazarus, 
Jr.,  Milton  Silver,  Gordon  Swarth- 
out,  Steve  Edwards,  Joseph  Stahl, 
Phil  Laufer,  Don  Gillette,  Al  Zim- 
balist,  Sterling  Silliphant,  Peter 
Levathes  and  Si  Fabian,  Jr. 


Jack  Kraker  Retires 

Philadelphia — Jack  Kraker  has  an- 
nounced his  retirement  from  Jack 
Kraker  Associates  which  is  credited 
with  being  the  originator  of  the 
housekeeping  and  employe  ques- 
tionnaire used  by  many  Eastern  the- 
aters. The  business  will  be  con- 
tinued by>"K.  M.  Zonies  and  Robert 
Black  Who  have  been  associated  with 
him.  Kraker  will  announce  his  new 
plans  following  a  vacation. 


MOREY  MARCUS,  manager  of  Paramount 
pictures  in  India,  Burma,  i_eylon  and  Malaya, 
lert  ror  England,  Saturday,  via  tne  yueen  Eliza- 
beth. 

R.  SIEBER,  husband  of  Marlene  Dietrich, 
lert  on  tne  liner  yuecn  Elizabeth,  over  tne  week- 
end. 

MURRAY  SILVERSTONE,  prexy  of  20th-Fox 
Intl.  England-bound,  aboara  tne  liner  yuecn 
Elizabeth. 

JOHNNf  MACK  BROWN  leaves  Hollywood 
for  a  p. a.  tour  or  Soutneasrern  states  on  com- 
pletion ot  n is  current  turn,  '  Land  or  the 
Lawless." 

EDMUND  DORFMAN,  United  World  vee-pee, 
and  his  wife  en  route  to  England  via  liner 
vueen  Elizabetn,  tor  series  or  confaos  witn 
j.   A.   Rank. 

HERB  GREENBLATT,  RKO  district  manager, 
is   at   tne    Minneapolis    exenange. 

MICHAEL  FALLON,  Republic  home  office 
representative,    is  at   the    Minneapolis    exchange. 

EDWARD  WALTON,  Republic  assistant  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  will  be  at  tne  Minneapolis 
exenange    Monday. 

HARRY  SEED,  WB  district  manager,  is  at  the 
Minneapolis  exchange. 

LANNY  ROSS  is  spending  a  few  weeks  in 
Miami    Beach. 

JACK  ELLIS,  UA  district  manager,  is  back 
in    town   after   sales   confabs    in    Burtalo. 

CLAUDE  LEE,  director  of  public  relations  foi 
Paramount  Pictures,  headed  ror  it.  Louis  yes- 
terday,   returning    to    town    on     Thursday. 

EUGENE  ZUKOR,  Paramount  studio  talent 
executive,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  has  re- 
turned  to   the   Coast  from    New    York. 

BURT  CHAMPION,  of  the  Paramount  publicity 
staff    left  tor   the   Coast   Friday. 

CELESTE  HOLM,  and  her  husband,  A.  S. 
"SKY"  DUNNING,  American  Airlines  saies  rep., 
flew  to  San  Francisco  on  Saturday,  returning 
today    to    Hollywood. 

CY  O'TOOLE,  who  has  charge  of  Warner 
Theaters  construction  and  maintenance  in  the 
New  Haven  territory,  was  a  home  office  visitor 
in    New    York    late    last    week. 


Board  of  Regents  Powerless 
f  o  Revoke  'Outlaw'  License 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  Department  power  to  refuse  to 
license,  and  power  to  revoke  a  li- 
cense granted,  if  advertisements  of 
the  character  set  forth  in  the  present 
statute  covering  posters  or  banners 
are  used  in  connection  with  a  motion 
picture  through  any  medium  or 
means  reaching  the  people  of  the 
state.  The  memorandum  points  out 
that  "no  power  to  revoke  is  granted 
by  reason  of  such  advertising  in  a 
regularly  published  magazine  or 
newspaper." 

In  the  memorandum,  it  was  noted 
that  the  petitioner  at  a  hearing  in- 
troduced evidence  of  the  advertising 
in  newspapers  and  magazines  which 
were  circulated  in  New  York  State. 


Fete  Anderson  Tonight 

Minneapolis — The  Variety  Club  of 
the  Northwest  will  give  a  testimonial 
dinner  for  its  past  chief  barker,  Ar- 
thur Anderson,  at  Hotel  Nicollet.Jo- 
night  in  recognition  of  his  work  in 
raising  an  additional  $300,000  for 
the  Variety  Club  Heart  Hospital 
fund.  The  money  will  be  presented 
to  the  University  of  Minnesota  at 
the  dinner. 

Homer  Thomas  Stricken 

Denver — Homer  H.  Thomas,  68, 
Rialto  operator,  died  of  a  heart  at- 
tack as  he  reported  for«-work. 


Gov't  to  "Observe" 
In  Decree  Argument 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Dec.    31,    a    Department    of    Justice 
spokesman    said    last    Friday    that 
Wright's  role  will  be  principally  that 
of  an  observer. 

If  asked  by  the  Court  to  express 
himself,  Wright  will  be  prepared  to 
oppose-  any  change  in  the  current  de- 
cree pending  the  expected  hearing 
of  the  case  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
it  was  believed  here. 

The  spokesman  said  also  that  the 
Government's  position  on  the  entire 
case  has  not  altered — it  still  se^ts 
complete  divorcement  and  considers 
any  other  relief  which  might,  be 
granted  only  interim  relief.  Although 
the  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  is 
now  only  in  its  preliminary  stages, 
it  was  ascertained  that  this  is  r%iall 
the  burden  of  the  Government  argu- 
ment. 

At  the  same  time,  the  spokesman 
said  that  no  decision  has  as  ,yj|  been 
reached  on  just  what  the  Gof&piment 
seeks  for  interim  relief  ^Wadded 
that  "we  may  ask  a  whole 'Tot'  of  the 
things  the  tradepapers  haye  been 
talking  about  for  the  past  years. 

"These  would  be  only  for.  the  per- 
iod between  the  Supreme  Court's 
decision  and  the  effective,  date  for 
complete  divorcement.  -£As  for  per- 
manent relief  to  be  sought  from  the 
court  the  Government  will  ask  only 
for  complete  theater,  divorcement. " 

-#/ 

"Best  Years"  Getsj£2^294 

Is** 
Miami — Samuel  Jsbldwyn's    "The 

Best  Years  of  Our'jfives"  opened  to 
a  gross  of  $2,294 'at  the  Colony  here, 
with  the  holdout  crowd  so  great 
that  police  we're!,  called.  George 
Hoover,  Paramount  Enterprise's  dis- 
trict manager,  reported  that  there 
was  no  comment  whatever  on  the 
advanced  prices^  in  effect. 


ST0RR  REPORTS 


Frank  N.  Phelps,  Warner  Theaters 
executive1,  is  a  grandpappy  for  the 
third  time.  A  son  was  born  Thurs- 
day night  in  Harkness  Pavilfion  to 
his  daughter,  Doris,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Captain  Ross  S.  Carlson. 


Joseph  L.  Stein,  special  counsel, 
Copyright  Protection  Bureau,  was 
presented  with  a  daughter  by  Mrs. 
Stein,  at  Polyclinic  Hospital.  New 
addition,  weighs  six  lbs.  11  oz.,  and 
will  be  named  Jane.  The  Steins  also 
have  a  son. 


Harriet  Hunt,  36,  telephone  oper- 
ator at  Interboro  Circuit,  claims  to 
be  the  youngest  grandmother  in  the 
industry.  Her  daughter,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Nicholson,  18,  last  week  became  the 
mother  of  a  nine-pound,  three- ounce 
son.  He's  been  named  Richard  Ger- 
ald. Both  are  doing  well  at  the  Goth- 
am Hospital.  Proud  papa  is  okay, 
too. 
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World  Premiere 

N.  Y.  Rivoli 


I  imam     iMMMfillllSS  ■■SAW  liHIl 
N  TECHNICOLOR 


///////////^JBUOiliiin^  \\\\\\\\  \  \  n\uz&^\  >  \\\\\\UW\\\\\W 


RAY  M1LLAND  BARBARA  STANWYCK-BARRY  FITZGERALD 

Para^tsCALIFORNIA^echm.lor 


MARCH  OF  DIMES 

MOTION  PICTURE  DRIVE 

JAN.  24—30 
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ThePicture 


with  the 


Golden  Qate\ 
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NEW  YORK'S  FAMOUS  CRITICS 
DESCRIBE  THE  WONDERS  OF  "CALIFORNIA"! 


"A  REAL  WHOOPER-DOOPER.  The  gold  in 
'California'  glitters  with  a  beguiling  gleam!  All  the 
elements  of  rough  and  tumble  drama — and  John 
Farrow  has  kept  these  tumbling  across  the  screen  at 
a  smooth  velocity.  Milland  plays  the  hero  with 
magnificence."  —Bosley  Crowther,  N.  Y.  Times 

"BANG-UP  ENTERTAINMENT.  Vigorous,  large- 
scale  drama,  made  to  order  for  adventure  fans.  It 
offers  every  kind  of  goings-on  from  gold-rush  excite- 
ment to  bar-room  brawls  in  the  lusty  days  of  1848." 

— Rose  Pelszvick,  Journal- American 

"LONG  LINES  AT  THE  RIVOLI  should  await 
this  rugged  action-filled  saga.  Lavish  production, 
unstinted  in  its  budget."     —Frank  Quinn,  N.  Y.  Mirror 


"BIG  SCALE,  LUSTY,  EXCITING  MELODRA- 
MA— strikingly  beautiful  and  as  exciting  as  the 
most  rabid  fan  could  wish.  Barbara  Stanwyck  is  so 
beautiful  in  Technicolor  she  should  never  again  be 
photographed  in  black  and  white.  Fast  pace  keeps 
the  attention  of  the  Rivoli  audiences  riveted  on  the 
screen.  — Kate  Cameron,  Daily  News 

"MONEY  HAS  BEEN  LAVISHED  ALL  OVER 
THE  PICTURE.  The  Technicolor  Western  movie 
in  its  most  opulent  splendor." 

— Alton  Cook,  World-Telegram 

"LAVISH  PRODUCTION,  good  cast.  Ray  Milland 
plays  the  caravan's  boss  with  dash  and  vigor." 

— Eileen  Creelman,  N.  Y.  Sun 


Paramount 


has  another  sensational  hit . . .  to  hit  the  same  sensational 
figures  as  "Two  Years  Before  The  Mast"  and  "Blue  Skies"! 


Cf*\  ftJJIY 


Monday,  January  20,  19' 


U.  S.  Pix  in  All  Europe 
Countries  Bui  Three 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
at  a  rapid  rate.  With  each  of  the 
occupying  countries  advancing  na- 
tive film  production,  the  German  in- 
dustry is  speedily  returning  to,  and 
even  surpassing  its  pre-war  capacity. 

MPEA  is  functioning  successfully 
in  the  various  countries  under  its 
jurisdiction,  Mass  reporting  progress 
being  made  in  Poland.  In  Holland, 
American  pictures  have  been  lim- 
ited to  28  weeks  of  playing  time  out 
of  each  year,  despite  protests  from 
exhibitors  and  MPEA  alike. 

The  process  of  selectivity  used  by 
the  MPEA  will  not  change  and  no 
picture  which  is  obviously  bad,  or 
shows  a  distorted  picture  of  Amer- 
ican life  will  be  exported,  despite  its 
money-making  potential,  Mass  said. 
The  official  viewpoint  in  the  various 
countries  was  repeatedly  voiced  in 
insistance  that  MPEA  select  pix  very 
carefully  .  .  .  they  prefer  pictures 
based  on  cultural  subjects. 


Rites  for  Anna  Epstein 

Funeral  services  were  held  for 
Anna  Epstein.  Deceased  was  the 
sister  of  UA's  Ben  Levine. 


Exhibs.  Ask  Decree  Clarification 

Specify  Shorts  Forcing,  Bidding,  Showings 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


31,  1946,  are  the  defendant  dis- 
tributors permitted  to  condition 
the  licensing  of  a  feature  upon 
the  taking  by  the  licensee  of  any 
short  subjects,  newsreels,  trail- 
ers and  serials? 

2.  Are  the  defendants  re- 
quired to  afford  licensee  or  pros- 
pective licensee  an  opportunity 
to  inspect  features? 

3.  Under  Section  II,  A  (c)  of 
the  final  decree,  may  a  distribu- 
tor reject  all  bids  offered  by  ex- 
hibitors in  a  competitive  area, 
even  though  one  or  more  of 
those  bids  equal  or  exceed  the 
amount  of  minimum  flat  rental 
stated  by  the  distributor? 

4.  If  the  answer  to  (III) 
SUPRA  is  in  the  affirmative, 
then  may  the  distributor,  after 
such  rejection,  call  for  further 
bids  from  the  same  exhibitors 
for  the  same  feature? 

In  connection  with  the  first  ques- 
tion, Levy  points  out  that: 

"(a)  Section  III  of  the  Consent 
Decree,  Nov.  20,  1940,  made  trade 
showing  mandatory  before  a  feature 
could  be  licensed. 


"(b)  Paragraph  7  of  Section  II 
of  the  decree  entered  by  this  court 
on  Dec.  31,  1946,  provides  that  the 
licensor  shall  grant  the  licensee  cer- 
tain rights  of  rejection  as  to  fea- 
tures not  trade-shown  before  being 
licensed.  Said  rights  to  be  exercised 
"Within  10  days  after  there  has  been 
an  opportunity  afforded  to  the  li- 
censee to  inspect  the  feature."  It 
does  not  appear,  in  the  decree,  that 
there  is  a  duty  on  the  distributor  to 
provide  a  trade  showing  or  other  op- 
portunity for  inspection  by  the  ex- 
hibitor. 

Discussing'  the  second  question.  Levy  re- 
marks : 

"(a)  Such  conditional  licensing  was  pro- 
hibited by  Section  IV  (b)  of  the  Consent 
Decree. 

"(b)  This  court,  in  its  discussion  of  block 
booking-  and  blind  selling  in  its  opinion  of 
June  11,  1946,  stated:  •.  .  .  any  form  of 
block  booking  is  illegal  by  which  an  ex- 
hibitor, in  order  to  obtain  a  license  for  one 
or  more  films,  must  accept  a  license  for 
one  or  more  other  films.' 

"(c)  Paragraph  7  of  Section  II  of  the 
final  decree  appears  to  prohibit  only  the  con- 
ditioning of  one  feature  upon  another,  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  such  prohibition  as  to 
short  subjects,  newsreels,  trailers  and  serials." 
In  seeking  clarification  of  the  competitive 
bidding-    provision,    Levy   writes: 

"(a)  In  its  Opinion  of  June  11,  1946, 
this  court  stated:  'The  only  way  competition 
may  be  introduced  into  the  present  system 
of  fixed  prices,  clearances  and  runs  is  to  re- 
quire a  defendant  when  licensing  its  pictures 
to  other  exhibitors  to  make  each  picture 
available  at  a  minimum  fixed  or  percentage 
rental,  and  (if  clearance  is  desired)  to  grant 
a  reasonable  clearance  and  run.  When  so 
offered  the  licensor  shall  grant  the  license, 
after  the  desired  run,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
if  such  bidder  is  responsible  and  has  a  the- 
ater of  a  size,  location  and  equipment  to  pre- 
sent the  picture  to  advantage.  In  other 
words,  if  all  theaters  are  bidding  and  are 
fairly  comparable  the  one  offering  the  best 
terms  shall  receive  the  license.'." 


House  Com.  Agrees  to 
Proposal  on  Tax  Extension 

(Continued  from  Page  D 
bodied  in  a  bill  entered  in  the  House 
last  week  by  Rep.  Grant,  R.,  111. 
This  was  the  bill  which  The  Film 
Daily  revealed  last  week  would  be 
forthcoming  with  the  blessing  of 
Chairman  Harold  Knutson  of .  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

Early  House  action  on  the  bill  is 
promised,  with  every  indication  that 
the  Senate  will  go  along  on  it. 

However,  Rep.  Donald  O'Toole,  D., 
N.  Y.,  seeking  immediate  lowering 
of  the  excise  rates,  intends  to  push 
the  fight  for  acceptance  of  his  bill 
this  week. 


Roth  and  Hendel  Here 
For  PRC  Product  Talks 


■statewide  WORLD  PREMIERE-17'/  A  JOKIJONV 

Austin,  Paramount,  Jan.  21;  San  Antonio,  Aztec,  Jan.  22;  Houston,  Metropoli- 
tan,  Jan.    23;    Dallas,    Majestic,   Jan.    24;    Fort  Worth,   Hollywood,   Jan.   25. 


Max  Roth,  Eastern  sales  manager 
of  PRC  Pictures,  Inc.,  and  James 
Handel,  district  manager  for  Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati  and  Pittsburgh,  ar- 
rived in  New  York  today  for  a  series 
j  of  conferences  on  forthcoming  pro- 
duct with  Lloyd  L.  Lind,  vice-presi- 
dent and  assistant  general  sales 
manager,  and  other  company  execu- 
tives. 


Will  Fight  Yonkers 
Tax  With  Trailers 


■ 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  proposed  municipal  ticket  t^ 
will  fall  directly  on  film  patrons,  J 
addition  to  the  existing  20  per  ce  | 
Federal  tax. 

Samuel   Orson,  of  the  Jf 'nt  Th 
ater   (ITOA),  was  electef  ( c^airm; 
of   the    committee.    In   a   J^ateme  | 
addressed  to   Yonkers   residents, 
said,   "If   the   City   Council   impos 
this  tax,  you  and  your  children  ha 
in   Yonkers   will   be   paying   a  ton 
admissions  tax  ranging  from  29  p 
cent  to  as  high  as  43  per  cent.  In  d 
opinion,  this  is  a  discriminatory  lei 
which    singles    out    theater   patrol 
for  special  class  taxation." 

Other  members  of  the  committ 
were:  John   C.   Hearns  and   Charl: 
M.    Oelrich,   RKO   Proctor's;    Jam. 
T.    Grady    and    Charles    F.    Burr1 
Loew's     Yonkers;     Claude     F.    Lej 
Paramount's  Strand  Theater;  Lot 
Mazze,  Central  Theater;  Mrs.  Bertli 
Farkas,  Kimball  Theater,  and  Mc, 
ton  Sunshine  and  Abraham  Mopp( 
representing    the    Independent    Th 
ater  Owners'  Association. 


Joe  Goldstein  Feted 

Joe  Goldstein,  head  of  20th-Fo> 
requisition  dept.,  was  tendered 
luncheon  at  the  Castleholm  Frid 
by  his  colleagues  and  associates, 
mark  his  25th  anniversary  with  t 
company.  He  was  presented  with 
black  onyx  desk  set.  It  was  a  do; 
ble  celebration  for  Goldstein  ina 
much  as  Jan.  17  was  also  his  birt 
day. 


■ 
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6VY  WARDS  OF  UMKSTRICTCD  COfnPCTITIOn 


J  A  Asks  Clearance  Burden  Be  Placed  on  Exhih. 


ounsel  to  Ask  Statutory 
Durt  that  Distributor 
e  Relieved  of  Liability 


In  support  of  the  UA  request  to 
h  Statutory  Court  for  the  elimina- 
n  of  Article  II,  Section  4  of  the 
'eree,  which  places  the  burden  of 
oof  in  litigation  involving  "reason- 
le  clearance"  upon  the  distributor, 
ansel  will  contend  at  tomorrow's 
aring  that  '  the  distributor  should 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


avy  Establishes 
holographic  Center 


ishington   Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Broad  reorganiza- 
m  of  the  Navy's  motion  picture 
id  photographic  services  was  an- 
mnced  yesterday  by  W.  John  Ken- 
■y,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Under  the  re-organization  plan, 
1  major  photographic  activities  of 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


irst  Eagle-Lion  Film 
i  Gala  Austin  Opening 


I  Austin,  Tex.  —  Eagle-Lion  Film's 
jitial  release,  "It's  a  Joke,  Son!", 
.arring  Kenny  Delmar,  will  have 
s  world  premiere  as  part  of  the 
fficial  ceremonies  of  the  inaugura- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Anti-  Jurisdictional 
Strike  Measures  Up 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Congress  this  week 
begins  extensive  meetings  on  labor 
legislation,  including  several  bills  de- 
signed to  outlaw  jurisdictional  strikes 
such  as  the  Hollywood  dispute.  First 
off  the  line  in  the  contemplated 
Congressional  "double-header"  will 
be  a  lengthy  hearing  on  labor  meas- 
ures by  the  Senate  Labor  Commit- 
tee, beginning  Thursday.  This  meet- 
ing is  expected  to  last  about  five 
weeks.  The  House  Labor  Committee, 
chaired  by  Representative  Hartley, 
will  hold  its  first  meeting  tomorrow, 
with  hearings  expected  to  start  next 
week. 


SOLONS  MAY  RESTRICT  PIX  IMPORTS 

U.  S.  Has  Right  to  Break  Trade  Pacts  if  Foreign 
Nation  Uses  Restrictive  Measures 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Irked  by  the  con- 
stantly growing  list  of  overseas  re- 
strictions on  American  films,  Con- 
gressional Republicans  are  contem- 
plating retaliatory  legislation  which 
may  sharply  curtail  import  of  many 
foreign   pix. 

Although  the  State  Department 
and  the  MPAA  have  reiterated  their 
objection  to  retaliatory  measures, 
Congress  may   take  the   matter  out 


of  their  hands  and  slap  counter  re- 
strictions  on   foreign   films. 

Rep.  Thomas  A.  Jenkins  (R.,  Ohio) 
said  the  restrictions  placed  on  Amer- 
ican pix  by  foreign  governments  at 
a  time  when  those  nations  were  call- 
ing for  extension  of  trade  agree- 
ments, are  an  indication  that  Con- 
gress should  look  into  the  entire  mat- 
ter. He  noted  that  reciprocal  trade 
agreements  give  this  country  the 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


Raftery,  Sears,  D.  of  J. 
Talk  on  'Arch/  'Hall' 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Edward  C.  Raftery 
and  Gradwell  L.  Sears,  U.  A.  execs., 
were  closeted  yesterday  with  Rob- 
ert A.  Wright,  special  assistant  to 
the  Attorney-General  for  more  than 
an  hour  at  his  office  here,  but  de- 
tails were  not  announced. 

It  was  definitely  ascertained  that 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


12  Universal  Features 
In  16  mm.  Via  UWF 


Court  Decree  Action 
No  Panacea— Richey 


St.  Louis  —  Henderson  M.  Richey, 
Metro  exec,  told  the  MPTO  of  St. 
Louis  convention  here  yesterday  that 
those  who  look  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  to  straighten  out  the  Statu- 
tory Court's  equity  suit  decree  are 
doomed  to  disappointment. 

"We  have  yet  to  see  theorists  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


U.  S.-U.  K.  Trade  Talks 
To  Affect  Quota  Framing 


Acquisition    of   exclusive    16    mm. 

distribution  rights  to  12  features,  six 

'  Rod  Cameron"  westerns    and  three 

serials,    all    Universal    releases,   has 

(Continued  en  Page  4) 


London  (By  Cable) — Framing  of 
new  film  quota  legislation  is  expected 
to  be  vitally  affected  by  the  out- 
come of  discussions  due  to  be  held 
by  the  U.  K.  and  the  U.  S.  on  a 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


Schine  Appeal  Will  Be  Heard 

Oral  Argument  Before  High  Court  in  Fall 


Tax  Extension  Measure 
To  House  Floor  in  Week 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Chairman  Harold 
Knutson  of  the  House  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  will  not  bring  to 
the  House  floor  his  measure  calling 
for  extension  of  the  wartime  excise 
rates — including  the  20  per  cent  ad- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — The  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  yesterday  agreed  to  hear  the 
appeal  of  the  Schine  Circuit  against 
its  setback  in  the  Federal  Court  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Earlier,  the  high 
tribunal  had  turned  a  deaf  ear  to 
Schine  pleas  for  an  appeal. 

The  turndown  on  Dec.  16  was 
based  on  two  petitions — the  first 
having  been  entered  before  the  final 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


MPTOA  Counsel  Says  Dis- 
tribs.  Voluntarily  Can 
Use  Competitive  Bidding 

St.  Louis — The  period  of  restricted 
competition  in  the  film  industry  is 
at  an  end  and  exhibitors,  regardless 
of  what  the  final  decision  of  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  in  the  Government's 
equity  action  may  he,  must  look 
forward  to  an  era  of  unrestricted 
competition,  Herman  M.  Levy 
MPTOA  general  counsel,  warned 
here  yesterday. 

Levy  addressed  the  annual  conven- 
(Continued   on    Page  6) 

Wehrenberg  Drafted 
St.  Louis  MPTO  Head 

St.  Louis— Members  of  the  MPTO 
of  St.  Louis,  Eastern  Missouri  and 
Southern  Illinois  today  refused  to 
permit  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA 
prexy  to  resign  as  head  of  the  re- 
gional group  and  they  unanimously 
re-elected  him  for  another  year  in 
that  capacity. 

Over  his  protests,  the  nominating 
(Continued   on    Page   6) 


CSU  Pickets  MPAA  As 
Johnston  Snubs  Sorrell 

West   Coast  Bureau   of_  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Singing  pickets  held 
a  demonstration  in  front  of  MPAA 
offices    yesterday.     Herbert    K.    Sor- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Hi-Court  May  Hear 
Decree  With  Schine 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  If  the  Supreme 
Court  appeal  in  the  New  York  equity 
suit  reaches  the  high  tribunal  in 
time  to  be  heard  in  the  Fall  term 
of  the  Court,  there  is  a  possibility 
that  it  may  be  heard  simultaneously 
with  the  argument  in  the  Schine 
appeal. 

The  Court  yesterday  reversed  its 
earlier  decision  and  agreed  to  hear 
the  Schine  appeal.  Because  the  two 
cases  involve  the  same  industry,  the 
Court  might,  as  a  matter  of  con- 
venience, hear  them  at  the  same 
time,   it   was  said   by   lawyers  here. 
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Linet  Will  Lecture 
On  Pix  at  New  School 


Ferguson  and  Field  Men 
In  Chi.  'Yearling'  Meet 


The  New  School  for  Social  Re- 
search, 66  W.  Twelfth  St.,  announces 
a  series  of  five  lectures  on  "Motion 
Picture  and  Feature  Publicity"  by 
Henry  A.  Linet,  Universal  Eastern 
advertising  manager,  Fridays,  at 
8:30  p.m.,  beginning  Feb.  7.  Discus- 
sion will  center  on  special  media, 
techniques  and  desired  results.  Guest 
lectures  include  Arthur  De  Bra  of 
the  MPAA  and  Ernest  Emerling, 
director  of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  Loew's  Theaters,  Inc. 

The  series  is  part  of  the  two-year 
professional  training  program  insti- 
tuted by  the  New  School  last  Fall. 
Students  meeting  requirements  are 
awarded  a  certificate  of  proficiency 
in   public   relations. 


Plans  for  an  elaborate  campaign 
for  the  Midwestern  premiere  of 
M-G-M's  prize  picture,  "The  Year- 
ling," will  be  discussed  tomorrow  in 
Chicago  by  William  R.  Ferguson, 
director  of  exploitation,  with  five  of 
his  field  men  and  William  K.  Hol- 
lander, advertising  head  for  the  B  & 
K  circuit. 

Ferguson  plans  to  leave  by  plane 
early  tomorrow  morning  for  the 
Windy  City  where  he  will  meet  Wil- 
liam G.  Bishop  and  William  Green, 
Chicago  M-G-M  exploiteers;  Louis 
Orlove,  Milwaukee;  J.  Watson,  Cin- 
cinnati; and  Hal  Marshall,  Indian- 
apolis. Hollander  will  sit  in  on  the 
meetings. 


RKO,  Liberty  Toppers 
To  Rappaport  Opening 

RKO  and  Liberty  Films  are  send- 
ing an  official  delegation  to  Balti- 
more today  for  the  opening  of  Izzy 
Rappaport's  new  Town  Theater 
where  "It's  A  Wonderful  Life"  is 
the  premiere  attraction. 

RKO  will  be  represented  by  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  Robert  Mochrie,  Harry 
Michalson,  Walter  E.  Branson,  Nat 
Levy,  S.  Barret  McCormick,  Terry 
Turner,  Sol  Schwartz,  R.  J.  Folliard 
and  Joseph  B.  Brecheen. 

Liberty's  contingent  will  be  headed 
by  Frank  Capra  and  James  Stew- 
art and  will  include  ad-pub  toppers 
Lou  Smith  and  Mort  Nathanson. 
Charles  Levy  will  represent  Walt 
Disney  Productions. 


Two-Day  Shea  Meetings 
End  Tonight  With  Dinner 


Cleveland  —  Annual  meeting  of 
managers  of  M.  A.  Shea  Theatrical 
Enterprises  will  conclude  here  to- 
night at  the  Carter  Hotel  with  a 
dinner.  The  two-day  session,  pre- 
sided over  by  E.  C.  Grainger,  presi- 
dent, was  attended  by  film  company 
representatives,  union  officials  and 
delegates  representing  various  as- 
pects of  the  trade. 

Executives  attending  the  meetings 
from  the  New  York  offices  included 
T.  E.  Shea,  M.  A.  Shea,  Gerald  Shea, 
A.  J.  Kearney,  George  Goette,  W.  E. 
Barry,  C.  Lawler,  John  A.  Shea, 
John  Cunliffe,  Michael  Callahan  and 
Bert  Sanford. 


Donald  Nelson  Talks  With 
President  But  Not  About  Pix 


New  York  SDG  Re-names 
Bud  Pollard  President 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  SIMPP  President 
Donald  M.  Nelson  talked  with  the 
President  yesterday  but  stated  that 
his  visit  had  nothing  to  do  with  pix. 

Nelson  saw  Truman  in  connection 
with  his  duties  as  special  aide  on 
industrial  remobilization. 

Planning  to  leave  here  this  morn- 
ing, he  said  he  did  not  anticipate 
any  conferences  regarding  films. 


WB  May  Sell  Its  50% 
Of  Capital  MacArthur 

Washington — In  a  move  stemming 
from  the  N.  Y.  equity  decree,  War- 
ners may  sell  its  50  per  cent  inter- 
est in  the  $300,000  MacArthur  The- 
ater here,  it  was  indicated  yesterday. 
Other  50  per  cent  is  owned  by  the 
Kogod-Burka  Circuit.  The  two 
parties,  it  was  learned,  will  soon  get 
together  to  discuss  the  contemplated 
deal. 


Screen  Directors  Guild  of  New 
York  met  over  the  wyeek-end  at  the 
Lotus  Club  to  elect  new  panel  of 
officers.  Dinner  followed  the  meeting^ 
at  which  time  was  announced  the 
new  administrative  roster:  Bud  Pol- 
lard, re-elected  prexy;  Rudolph  Carl- 
son, first  veepee;  Joseph  Henabery, 
second  veepee;  Harry  Foster,  record- 
ing secretary;  Elmer  Pearson,  cor- 
responding secretary;  Gene  Martel. 
treasurer. 

Besides  the  above  named  officers, 
the  new  board  of  directors  includes 
Al  Altman,  Boris  Kaplan,  Jack  Glenn, 
Willard  Van  Dyke  and  Leslie  Roush! 


MERVIN    ASH    &    CO. 

MEMBERS 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 
NEW    YORK    CURB    EXCHANGE 

(ASSOCIATE) 

CHICAGO     BOARD    Of    TRADE 

Telephone:    HAnover  2-3050 

61    BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Rites  for  Joe  Erber 

St.  Louis  —  Funeral  services  for 
Joseph  Erber  were  held  in  Sapping- 
ton.  A  pioneer  in  film  business,  Erber 
passed  away  at  Jewish  Hospital, 
here,  after  a  three  months'  illness. 
For  the  past  three  years  he  had  been 
relief  manager  of  the  Fanchon  & 
Mareo-St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  cir- 
cuit. 


McNamee  at  Epstein  Fete 

Philadelphia  —  Frank  McNamee, 
prominent  in  local  film  industry  cir- 
cles, now  regional  director  of  the 
WAA,  will  be  toastmaster  at  a  Mo- 
tion Picture  Association  luncheon  in 
honor  of  Eli  Epstein,  recently  ap- 
pointed RKO  salesmanager.  Lunch- 
eon will  be  today  at  the  Ritz  Carl- 
ton. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,   INC. 

1600  BROADWAY    •    N.  Y.  19    •    Circle  6  6686 

Complete  Film  and 
Disc  Recording   Facilities 


COmiRG  and  Goinc 


AL    O.    BONDY,    film    distributor    for    Gei 
Electric,    will    return     from    a     Washington 
Virginia    trip    today. 

DEAN  JAGGER  is  in  New  York  for  a  s 
stay. 

OLIVER     A.     UNGER,     vice-president     of 
tinguished     Films,     Inc.,    who     has    been    tou 
the  South,   returns  to   New  York   today. 

DALE  O'BRIEN,  EBF  director  of  pt-f  -  i 
tions,   has    returned   to    Chicago   from  l,airn' 

I.  G.  GOLDSMITH,  Eagle-Lion  Fto»  j 
ducer,    has  arrived    in    New  York. 

MORTON  DOWNEY  is  vacationing  at  I 
Raton. 

LEE  SHUBERT  is  vacationing  at  Miami  Be 

WILLIAM    F.   RODGERS,  M-G-M    vice-presii 

and    general    sales    manager,    is    due    back 

Miami   today. 

ARTHUR  M.  LOEW,  head  of  Loew's  li 
national,    has    returned    from    the    Coast. 

RUDY  BERGER,  Southern  M-G-M  sales  ml 
ger,  leaves  his  New  Orleans  headquarters  t( 
for   Dallas. 

ALBERT  DEZEL,  Dezel  Productions  head, 
returned  to  Detroit  after  a  sales  conferenci 
Cleveland. 

EDWARD  SCHNITZER,  United  Artist  Eos 
division  manager,  arrives  tomorrow  to  co 
with  E.  C.  Grainger,  president  of  the  Shea  . 
cuit   and   with    the   Shea    managers. 

EARL  SWEIGERT,  Paramount  Eastern  divi' 
sales  manager,  and  HARRY  H.  GOLDST; 
district  manager,  are  holding  a  district  m] 
ing    in    Cleveland    tomorrow. 

P.  E.  ESSICK  and  HOWARD  REIF,  both] 
the  Scoville,  Essick  and  Reif  circuit,  Clever 
left  yesterday  for  Miami,  Florida.  Also  Flori 
bound  are  I.  J.  SCHMERTZ,  20th-Fox  Cieve' 
branch  manager  and  JERRY  STEEL,  owneij 
the  Apollo  Theater,   Oberlin. 

RICHARD    ARLEN     has    arrived    in    New 
from    Hollywood,  en    route   to    England    when 
will    make   a   picture. 

JOE  WILLARD,  Vanguard  attorney,  bacH 
New  York,  with  MRS.  WILLARD. 

CHRISTOPHER  ISHERWOOD,  novelist,  fliej 
London   today. 

JIMMY  STEWART,  flying  in  from  the 
Coast  to  guest-star  with  Frank  Capra  on 
formation    Please." 

PEGGY    ANN    GARNER,    20th-Fox    star, 
her    mother,    emplane   for   Washington    luncl 
inaugurating    March    of   Dimes  campaign. 

MAURICE  CHEVALIER,  sails  for  Am.i 
next  morrtfc.to  begin  singleton   show  tour. 

ROBERT  BENJAMIN,   prexy  of  J.  Arthur  li 
Organization,     Inc.,     flies    from     Hollywood 
morrow   to   Dallas;    then    flies   to    New   York 
day. 

GENE  RAYMOND,  RKO  star,  in  New  \ 
rehearsing  for  his  first  B'way  play  in  15 
"The  Greatest  of  Ease."  He  just  finished 
assignment   on    "The   Locket." 

MABEL  DREW,  of  20th-Fox's  radio  de| 
ment,  returned  to  the  office  yesterday 
a  week's  vacation  on  a  trip  to  Indiana: 
St.    Louis   and   Chicago. 

ALBERT  LEWIN  arrives  in  New  York  to 
row  and   will   stop  at  the  Sherry   Netherlanc 

JEFF   WILLIAMS,    owner    of   the    Roseville 
East    Detroit    Theaters,    has    returned    to    Dei 
from    Reno,  where   he  made  a  deal   to   take 
Chesterfield    Inn,    in    Roseville. 

HUNT    HALL    and    GABRIEL    DELL,    feai 
in    Monogram's    Bowery    Boys    series,    are    Ic 
out   a    p. a.    tour,    to    cover    New    York    and 
cago,    on    completion    of   "Panic." 


Mr.  Exhibitor:  Investigate 
Filmack's  NEW  Prevue  Trail- 
er Service  before  signing  any 
trailer  contracts.  Write,  wire 
or  phone  Filmack  1327  $. 
Wabash,  Chicago  5,  Itt.  and 
receive  full  details. 


II      JOAN  CRAWFORD 

.THE  KIND  WHO  BREAKS  HEARTS! 

I     JOHN  GARFIELD 

.THE  KIND  WHO  BREAKS  RULES  J 

I      HUMORESQUE 

...THE  KIND  THAT  BREAKS  RECORDS! 
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Tuesiluy's  Telelines 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Selznick  Releasing  Organization,  Inc.,  has 
been  chartered  under  Delaware  laws,  with  1000  shares  of  no  par  value 
stock.  ...  •  Few  pix  have  ever  been  so  warmly  praised  editorially 
by  the  New  York  Daily  News  as  RKO-Liberty's  "It's  A  Wonderful 
Life."  ...  •  Look  Magazine  achievement  award  show  for  1946  will 
be  held  in  Hollywood's  El  Capitan  Theater  Feb.  4,  -with  the  awards  being 
made  over  the  Bob  Hope  Pepsodent  air  show,  and  a  reception  following 
at  Ciro's.  ...  •  Metro  is  putting  a  550,000  campaign  behind  the  Chi- 
cago opening  of  "The  Yearling."  ...  9  Latest  in  theater  giveaways  are 
shopping  carts.  ...  •  If  that  bingo  legislation  bill  passes  at  Albany, 
the  film  boxoffice  can  be  hurt  in  the  state.  ...  •  The  National  Bar 
Association  convention  here  in  March  will  see  a  special  showing  of 
Paramount's  Pine-Thomas  production  "Fear  In  The  Night."  ...  •  The 
Outlaw"  will  open  first-run  engagements  in  six  Forth  Worth  nabes,  op- 
erated by  L.  C.  Krim,  on  Friday The  Hughes  pic  will  show  to  adult 

audiences  only,  by  edict  of  the  local  censorship  board.  ...  •  Have 
you  noticed  the  trend  towards  specially  designed  neckties  for  film  ex- 
ploitation?  Latest   on    the    horizon    is    the   Dorsey   tie,    in    behalf   of 

UA's  "The  Fabulous  Dorseys."  ...  •  Arthur  Sheekman,  Paramount 
writer  assigned  to  do  the  screen  version  of  the  Elmer  Rice  play,  has 
taken  advantage  of  his  visit  in  the  East  to  take  a  close  gander  at 
"Dream  Girl"  in  its  Philadelphia  engagement  at  the  Walnut  St.  The- 
ater.   .    .    . 


Solons  Mull  Measures  Raflery,  Sears,  D.  of  J 
Against  Pix  Imports    Talk  on  'Arch/  'Hall' 


I  Continued  from   Page   ll 
light  to  break  off  such  agreements 
if  other  countries  engage  in  restric- 
tive measures. 

Jenkins  previously  had  called  on 
the  State  Dept.  to  postpone  the  par- 
ley of  18  nations  seeking  to  conclude 
new  reciprocal  trade  agreements. 
This  demand  was  rejected  by  the  De- 
partment. The  Ohioan  is  a  member 
of  the  House  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee which  considers  tariff  mat- 
ters. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  learned  that 
MPAA  is  preparing  a  detailed  re- 
port on  trade  barriers  for  submission 
to  the  committee  "for  reciprocity  in- 
formation although  already  having 
filed  a  lengthy  brief  with  the  com- 
mittee. MPAA's  new  and  expanded 
brief  will  concentrate  on  restrictions 
placed  on  U.  S.  pix  by  the  18  na- 
tions who  will  meet  with  U.  S.  reps, 
to  discuss  an  international  trade 
program. 

MPAA  President  Eric  A.  John- 
ston will  appear  before  the  full  com- 
mittee on  Feb  6,  it  was  learned.  It 
is  expected  that  Johnston  will  dis- 
cuss the  recent  British  moves. 

In  the  meantime,  bills  were  intro- 
duced in  the  House  yesterday  which 
would  repeal,  suspend  or  alter  the 
Trade  Agreements. 


'Continued  from   Page  1) 
the  major  problem  bringing  the  t? 
UA  toppers  to  Washington  was  the 
worry   about   whether   they   will  I 
able     to    roadshow    the     Enterpri 
film  "Arch  of  Trumph"  and  Morro 
Le  Baron's  "Carnegie  Hall,"  v. ~h 
which    are    anticipated     Spr*a': 
leases.  c°~ 

Following  their  conference,  a  D 
partment  of  Justice  spokesman  sa 
that  there  has  been  no  shift  in  t  j 
Dept.  stand  against  roadshowing.  • 


CSU  Pickets  MPAA  As 
Johnston  Snubs  Sorrell 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 
rell,  president  of  CSU,  at  a  strik* 
meeting  Sunday  night  announced  t 
pickets  would  appear  to  protest  : 
fusal  of  Eric  A.  Johnston  to  conl 
with  Sorrell  on  strike.  Johnston  L 
for  Xew  York  via  San  Franci; 
Sunday  afternoon. 


12  Universal  Features 
In  16  mm.  Via  UWF 


'Continued  from  Page  1) 
been  announced  by  United  World 
Films,  Universal's  narrow  -  gauge 
subsidiary.  Xew  titles,  added  to  the 
company's  large  list  of  older  offer- 
ings, will  present  a  wide  variety  of 
story  material  with  top-ranking  Hol- 
lywood  and  English  stars. 

These  UW  subjects  are  available 
to  approved  non-theatrical  locations 
after  customary  clearance  beyond 
theatrical  release  dates.  "Shut-in" 
locations,  such  as  hospitals,  will  be 
able  to  show  the  pictures  as  early 
as  six  months  after  theatrical  re- 
lease. 

Titles  on  the  feature  list  are: 
"Black  Angel,"'  "Inside  Job."  "Ma- 
donna of  the  Seven  Moons,"  "River 
Gang,"  "The  Seventh  Veil."  "Dark 
Horse,"  "Slightly  Scandalous,"'  "The 
Man  in  Grey,"  '  Wild  Beauty,"  "Sen- 
orita  from  the  West,"  "The  Cat 
Creeps,"  and  "Her  Adventurous 
Night." 


Correction 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAll 

Hollywood — Reports  of  an  agr 
ment  by  Charles  Kranz,  of  the  C 
Trading  Co.,  to  handle  distribut 
for  Standard  Pictures  Corp. 
without  foundation,  according  to  1 
Cunningham,  Kranz's  associate 
C-K.  Cunningham  also  says  t'. 
C-K  will  not  release  features  it  m. 
produce  through  Standard,  a 
states  that  C-K  has  no  connect 
whatsoever  with  Standard. 


!     THf     > 
WORLD'S  FIRST 

r 
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• 

Pre-designed... 

Pre-styled...and  Built 

with  Tomorrow's  Techniques! 


U.  S.-U.  K.  Trade  Talks 
To  Affect  Quota  Framing 


He'll  be  here  soon 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
trade  agreement.  Eric  A.  Johnston, 
MPAA  prexy,  laid  the  groundwork 
for  the  inclusion  of  films,  vital  ex- 
ports of  both  countries,  during  his 
visit  here  last  year,  and  further  con- 
fabs are  expected  when  he  returns 
here  in  April  or  May  to  present  the 
U.  S.  industry  views  on  quota  legis- 
lation. 


1 ' 

43  GREAT  PRIZES 

FOR  EXHIBITORS  IN 

1     MARCH  OF  DIMES  CONTEST 

If  you  did  not  receive  the  broadside  that  was  shipped  to  you 

directly,  you  can  see  the  list  of  prizes  here.    See  your  press 

sheet  for  complete  rules  and  details  of  the  contest  that  offers 

^             equal  chances  to  all  theatres, 

,  regardless  of  size. 

' 

>*< 

CONTEST  No.  1 

CONTEST  No.  2 

1st  Prize — 

1st  Prize — 

Victor    Animatophone    16    mm    Sound 

New  Higgins  Camp  Trailer 

Projector 

2nd  Prize — 

2nd  Prize — 

Cine-Kodak  Magazine   16  mm  Camera 

R.C.A.  Victor  Television  Receiver 

3rd  Prize — 

3rd  Prize- 

Ampro  8  mm  Projector 

Gold  Kingston  Watch 

4th  Prize— 

4th  Prize- 

Hammonton  Park  Man's  Suit 

Regent  Cigarettes;  a  carton  a  week  for 

5th  Prize — 

one  year 

Regent  Cigarettes;  a  carton  a  week  for 

5th  Prize- 

one  year 

Regent  Cigarettes;  a  carton  a  week  for 

6th  Prize— 

one  year 

12  Pairs  of  Fownes  Gloves 

6th  Prize — 

7th  Prize— 

Schiaparelli  Shocking  Perfume 

1-year  subscription  to  Book  of  the  Month 

7th  Prize — 

Club 

1-year  subscription  to  Book  of  the  Month 

8th  Prize- 

Club 

Gold  Eversharp  Pen 

8th  Prize- 

9  th  Prize— 

Gold  Eversharp  Pen 

An  original  Walt  Disney  Drawing 

9th  Prize — 

10th  Prize- 

Richelieu  Pearl  Necklace 

Richelieu  Pearl  Necklace 

10th  Prize- 

11th  Prize- 

Richelieu  Pearl  Necklace 

Richelieu  Pearl  Necklace 

11th  Prize- 

12th  Prize- 

Richelieu  Pearl  Necklace 

Richelieu  Pearl  Necklace 

12th  Prize — 

13th  Prize- 

Century  Glide-O-Matic  Iron 

Century  Glide-O-Matic  Electric  Iron 

13th  Prize- 

14th  Prize — 

Century  Glide-O-Matic  Iron 

Set  of  Lord  Davenport  briar  pipes 

14th  Prize- 
Solid  gold  key  from  Lambert  Bros. 

CONTEST  No.  3 

For  Theatres 

Theatres 

Theatres 

Theatres 

Theatres,  1501  Seats 

and  Over 
1st  Prize — 

Up  to  300  Seats 

301  to  600  Seats 

601  to  1000  Seats 

1001  to  1500  Seats 

1st  Prize — 

1st  Prize- 

1st  Prize- 

1st  Prize- 

Lionel  "0-27" 

Apex  Washer 

Mercury  n 

Apex  Washer 

Mark  Cross  Game 

Freight  Train 

2nd  Prize — 

Camera 

2nd  Prize- 

Kit 

2nd  Prize— 

Apex  Deluxe 
Cleaner 

2nd  Prize — 
Apex  Deluxe 
Cleaner 

Charles  of  the  Ritz 
Make-Up  Kit 

2nd  Prize — 
Book  of 

Budd  Cocktail 
Jacket 
3rd  Prize — 

3rd  Prize — 

3rd  Prize — 

3rd  Prize — 

Knowledge  Set 

12  Haviland 

Garod  Playmate 

Ciel  Chapman 

Rembrandt 

3rd  Prize— 

China  Service 

Radio 

Wrap 

Phonograph 

Spalding  Ski  Set 

Plates 

MARCH        OF        DIMES        MOTION        PICTURE        DIVISIOH 

f   . 

Emil  C.  Jensen,  Director                                                                                Hotel  Astor,  Times  Square,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
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Arbitration's  End  insures  Litigation  Flood— Levi 


Will  Ask  Support  for  New 
System,  MPTOA  Counsel 
Tells  St.  Louis  Conclave 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  East- 
ern Missouri  and  Southern  Illinois 
on  "A  Realistic  Examination  of  the 
N.  Y.  Equity  Court's  Final  Decree," 
and  urged  the  Midwestern  theater 
opei-ators  to  "have  faith  in  our 
American  judicial  system,  even 
though  this  particular  decision  may 
displease  you,  that  it  will  come  to 
the  assistance  of  those  who  are  in- 
jured." 

In  elaborating  on  the  coming 
competitive    era,    Levy    pointed 

-REMEMBER^ 


Remember,  too,  that  this  Court 
stated  in  its  decision,  in  effect, 
that  it  did  not  know  for  certain 
that  a  system  of  wide  and  open 
competition  was  the  cure,  but 
that  it  would  decree  no  other 
proposed  remedy  until  this  one 
had  been  tried  and  found  want- 
ing. I  have  enough  confidence 
in  the  Court  to  believe  sincerely 
that  if  the  system  of  licensing 
films  that  it  has  decreed  is  not 
the  answer,  that  it  will  thereupon 
revise  its  thinking  and  the  Final 
Decree  to  meet  the  facts,  when 
brought  to  its  attention. — HER- 
MAN M.  LEVY,  St.  Louis. 


out  that  if  the  highest  court 
were  to  discard  every  form  of 
compulsory  competitive  bidding, 
it  would  still  be  available  to  dis- 
tribs.  on  a  voluntary  basis. 
"And  it  is  false  comfort,"  he 
added,  "to  tell  yourselves  that 
the  distribs.  would  never  avail 
themselves  voluntarily  of  com- 
petitive bidding.  The  facts  are 
otherwise." 

Turning  to  the  MPTOA's  victory 
in  winning  the  elimination  of  "auc- 
tion block  selling"  in  the  Statutory 
Court's  final  decree,  Levy  called  on 
the  theater  operators  to  again  be 
realistic.  "Please,"  he  declared,  "do 
not  believe  that  auction  block  sell- 
ing is,  therefore,  illegal  and  cannot 
be  employed  by  the  distributors  now 
or  at  any  time  they  wish  to.  The 
Court  has  not  merely  compelled  them 
to  do  so." 

Levy  stressed  that  the  selling  sys- 
tem established  by  the  Court  regu- 
lates two  different  situations,  one  in 
which  no  exhib.  in  a  given  competi- 
tive area  desires  an  exclusive  run  or 
has    requested    competitive    bidding, 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Jan.  21 
Acthur  S.  Dickinson  Samuel  Carlisle 

J.    P.   Byrne  H.  William  Fitelson 

Irving  Schiffrin  Samuel   A.   Gardner 


".  .  .  and  If  It  Isn't  the  Guy  Vm  Fighting, 

Then  the  Referee  Is  Doing  It  to  iff e" 

St.  Louis — Herman  M.  Levy,  MPTOA  general  counsel,  turned  to  the  prize 
ring  for  story  to  illustrate  the  plight  of  the  indie  exhib.  in  addressing  the 
MPTO  of  St.  Louis  here  yesterday.  Said   Levy:         , 

"It  reminds  me  of  the  fighter  who  went  to  his  corner  obvi:usly  knocked 
into  semi-stupor  and  bleeding  profusely,  at  the  end  of  a  round,  and  saying  to 
his  trainer,  'He's  killing  me.'  The  trainer  answered,  'Forget  it,  he  isn't  even 
touching  you.'  And  the  fighter  answered,  'Well,  I  know  I'm  getting  killed,  and 
if  it  isn't  the  guy  I'm  fighting,  then  the  Referee  is  doing  it  to  me'." 


the  other  where  an  exhib.  requests 
competitive    bidding    and    an    exclu- 
sive run  is  desired. 
Said  Levy: 

"Under  the  first  provision  there 
is  no  room  for  negotiation  —  you 
must  pick  up  the  run  you  want  on 
the  terms  set  by  the  distributor. 
Under  the  second  provision  there 
can  be  no  limit  to  the  amount  of 
money  and  the  terms  you  will  have 
to  agree  to  if  you  need  or  want  a 
particular  picture  on  an  exclusive 
run,  and  if  you  are  tempted,  there- 
fore, to  call  for  bidding  and  to  bid 
excessively.  Such  a  system  can 
lead  to  disaster  where  a  reckless 
bidder  goes  into  action. 

"From  the  distributor's  point 
of  view  I  believe  this  section  is 
practically  impossible  of  per- 
formance. I  do  not  believe  that 
the  following  are  determinable 
without  litigation  or  further 
clarification  by  the  Court: 

"1.  Who  is  the  most  'respon- 
sible'  bidder? 

"2.  Who  is  the  'highest'  bid- 
der? 

"3.  Who  is  the  exhibitor 
'having  a  theater  of  a  size,  loca- 
tion, and  equipment  adequate  to 
yield  a  reasonable  return  to  the 
licensor'? 

"4.  What  is  'a  reasonable  re- 
turn'? 

"You  do  not  have  to  be  an  at- 
torney to  decide  that  those  ques- 
tions are  imponderables.  The 
distributor  might  just  as  well 
address  this  mail  to  the  exhib- 
itor this  way:  'Dear  Sir  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury.' 

"Whether    or    not    this    Court 
had  the  power  to  impose  on  the 
industry    an  affirmative  code   of 
doing   business    I    do    not    know 
nor  can   any   attorney   say   with 
certainty  —  only     the     Supreme 
Court  will  answer  that  question 
when  and  if  there  is  an  appeal. 
"The    distributors   will    eventually 
undoubtedly  adopt  whatever  system 
of   selling  they   ieel   is   most  work- 
able.    Whether  that  will  be  'auction 
block    selling,'    or    the    system    for 
'bidding'  outlined  in  this   decree,  or 
some   other  plan   not   prohibited   by 
the  Court,  I  do  not  know.     Undoubt- 
edly it  will  be  the  plan  that  has  in 
it  the  least  potential  of  litigation.   It 
may   not   be    the   plan    that   you   as 
exhibitors    want.      The    distributors, 
being    human,    will    undoubtedly    be 
guided  by  the  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion. 

"If  the  licensing  provisions  of  the 
decree    as    it    stands    today    are    in 


effect  even  after  an  appeal,  only 
honest,  intelligent,  understanding 
and  co-operative  attitudes  by  both 
distribution  and  exhibition  will  pre- 
vent an  avalanche  of  litigation  and 
strife!  It  will  be  the  industry's 
greatest  test." 

Mourns  for  Arbitration 
Turning  to  the  Statutory  Court's 
dooming  of  the  arbitration  system 
established  by  the  consent  decree, 
Levy  termed  it  "one  of  the  great 
tragedies  of  industry   history,"  and 

-  THE  ROAD  AHEAD  - 


The  road  ahead  is  dark  and 
hard.  It  can  be  made  even  darker 
and  harder  by  distributor-ex- 
hibitor conflict.  These  problems 
we  are  talking  about  today  are 
industry  problems  and  not  just 
exhibitor  or  distributor  problems. 
All  branches  of  the  industry  are 
interdependent.  Not  until  they 
all  realize  that  fact  can  be  even 
hope  for  more  light,  less  conflict 
and  an  easier  path. — HERMAN 
M.  LEVY,  St.  Louis. 


said  it  spells  "litigation,  litigation 
and  more  litigation."  He  said  that 
at  the  proper  time  he  would  ask  that 
all  efforts  be  bent  towards  the  cre- 
ation of  a  new  arbitration  system 
"that  the  small  theater  operator  es- 
pecially may  have  some  place  to  go 
to  complain  about  an  alleged  wrong 
or  injustice  without  getting  deeply 
involved  in  litigation  which  he  has 
no  desire  to  bring  and  probably  can- 
not financially  afford  to  commence." 
The  MPTOA  general  counsel  de- 
clared that  the  end  of  arbitration 
means  that: 

"Every  theater  owner  who  is 
not  successful  in  bidding  for  a 
particular  picture  will  have  to 
start  suit  for  injunctive  relief 
and  damages  if  he  feels  wrong«d 
for  one  of  the  following  and 
other  reasons: 

"1.  The  successful  bidder  was 
not  the  'highest'  one. 

"2.  The  successful  bidder  was 
net  the  'highest  responsible'  one. 

"3.  The  successful  bidder  does 
not  operate  a  theater  'of  a  size, 
location  and  equipment  adequate 
to  yield  a  reasonable  return.' 

"No  objective  tests  have  been 
given  to  the  distributors  by  the 
Court.  It  is  practically  impos- 
sible for  them  to  make  the  deci- 
sions without  subjecting  them- 
selves to  suits.  Add  to  this  the 
fact  that  the  burden  of  proving 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Wehrenberg  Drafted 
St.  Louis  MPTO  Head 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
committee  named  by  the  b<\ "  § 
directors  and  headed  by  Fre^'ov 
ter,  Southern  Illinois  manager  f 
Fox-Widwest,  placed  Wehrenberg 
name  on  its  slate  stating  that  t 
regional  was  in  need  of  his  expe 
ence  and  leadership  in  these  troub! 
some  times. 

In  order  to  relieve  W'ehx-enberg 
much  of  his  duties  as  president 
the  regional,  the  meeting  elected  1 
following  as  executive  vice-pre 
dents:  Careen  Rodgers,  Cairo,  U 
Bud  Mercier,  Fredericktown,  N 
and  Clarence  Kaiman,  St.  Louis. 

Five    members    of    the    board 
directors  were  named  from  each 
the  three  major  sections  as  follow 
From    Illinois,    Fred    Soutter,    Fc 
Midwest  manager;  R.  A.  Cluster, 
Pirtle   and   George  Kerasotes;   fr< 
Missouri,   Harry  E.   Miller,  Willi;' 
A.    Collins,    Charles    Weeks,    Edi 
Rosecan  and  Rex  Barret;  and  fr< 
St.    Louis,   Tommy   James,    Mam- 
Davis,    Henry    Holloway,    Orvi 
Crouch  and  Al  Rosecan. 

The  meeting  passed  resolutions  < 
dorsing  in  principle  the  Motion  P 
ture  Foundation  which  was  launch 
at  New  Orleans  several  weeks  a 
and  Fred  WTehrenberg's  suggest 
all-industry  forum,  an  arbitrati 
system  within  the  industry  that  E 
A.  Johnston,  MPAA  president,  r 
tentatively  agreed  to  head. 

The  gathering  today  is  expected 
have  almost  100  per  cent  attendan 
This  meeting  is  to  formulate  oi'ga 
zation's  position  with  respect  to 
tervention  as  amicus  curiae  in  a 
appeal  from  New  York  equity  deer 

Herman  Levy,  who  spoke  to  t 
assembly,  in  answer  to  a  questi 
from  the  floor,  indicated  that  the  q 
cree  apparently  eliminates  the  ne 
for  booking  agents  since  there  is  • 
advantage  to  an  exhibitor  retaini 
such  an  agent  and  there  would  be 
disadvantage  of  competing  exh:, 
itors  served  by  agent  knowing  1 
bids. 

Wehrenberg,  in  opening  the  me 
ing,     stressed    the    need    for    un 
within  the  industry  on  a  live  and  1 
live    basis    and    the    elimination 
growing  practice  of  rushing  to  t 
courthouse  with  matters  that  shoi 
and  could  be  settled  on  a  fair  ba. 
by  the  chosen  representatives  of 
segments  of  the  film  business. 

Leon  Bamberger,  special  repi 
sentative  for  RKO  Radio,  spoke 
co-operative  showmanship  and  touc 
ing  on  his  company's  decision  to  d 
tribute  16  mm.  film  direct  instead 
through  another  agency  as  in  t 
past  and  assured  that  none  of  the 
pictures  would  be  used  in  compe 
tion  with  exhibitors  using  RKO 
mm.  product. 


; 
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vy  Establishes 
olographic  Center 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Navy  are  to  be  centered  at  Ana- 

„ia,   District   of   Columbia,   under 

name    of    United    States    Naval 

tographic    Center. 

ha  new  service  will  take  over  the 


.. 


is  of  the  former  motion  pic- 


r=f^oduction  group  and  the  photo 
phic   science   laboratory,   as  well 

the  film  and  paper  processing 
ts  and  the  Navy  photographic 
irpretation  unit. 

Jisbanded  by  the   re-organization 
:he  Naval  Photographic   Service, 
„ch    directed     all     Naval     photo- 
phic  functions  during  the  war. 
'aptain   L.   A.   Pope,   who    served 

chief  of  Naval  Photographic 
-vice,  has  been  named  as  chief 
photography  for  the  Navy  under 
re-organization.  Com.  C.  H. 
rk,  who  headed  the  motion  picture 
•ductions  branch  of  NPS,  will  be- 
ae  operations  officer  for  the  new 
ef  of  photography.  He  is  being 
ceeded  by  J.  Walter  Evans  as 
<»d  of  the  picture  production  unit. 


ix  Extension  Measure 

»  House  Floor  in  Week 

i  

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ssions  tax  —  beyond  the  June   30 
;:e  now  legally  set  for  their  ter- 

nation    until    one    week   from    to- 

;rrow. 

[n  the  meantime,  a  further  delay 
looked    for    because    of    the    an- 

anced    intention    of    Rep.    Donald 
cToole,  D.,  N.  Y.,  to  object  to  ini- 
tiate consideration  of  the  bill. 
J- . 

3 


WOrWffoltr 


y        undreamed  of       , 
J      awaits  YOU  in 
the  World's  First 


Little  Headlines: 


SENATOR  WILLIAM  LANGER,  N.  D.,  R.,  told  THE  FILM  DAILY  in  Washington  yes- 
terdaw  that  he  has  been  in  recent  contact  with  the  North  Central  Allied  exhibitors 
regarding  his  theater  divorcement  Bill,  and  that  he  will  present  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
shortly. 

• 
CHARLES  STARRETT  has  signed   a    new    four-year  contract   with    Columbia   that   will 
give   him  a   recsrd    never  approached   by   any   other  western   star,    of  continuous   service 
at  one  studio.  To  date  Starrett  has  been  starring  in   Columbia  westerns   for   12  straight 
years.  New  deal  provides  for  eight  pictures  each  year. 

• 
SPECIAL  MOTION   PICTURES  are  now  being   used   to  indoctrinate  State   Department 
employes  in  security  regulations,  it  was  revealed  yesterday.  The  motion  picture  campaign 
to   stop   "leaks"   has   been   going   en   quietly   for    some    time,   State    Department   sources 
said. 

• 
WALTER  WANGER  has  purchased  "The  Lost  Love,"  a  screen  adaptation  by  Leonardo 
Bercovici   of  the  Henry  James  novel,   "The  Aspern   Papers,"   for   his   next  production   at 
Universal-International.   Wanger   who    paid   $200000,    for   the   prcperty,    will    star   Susan 
Hayward. 

• 
CHARGES   THAT    BOOKINGS   of   affiliated    theaters   are    "juggled    via    strong    double 
bills  in  order  to  make  it  seem  that  much  of  their  huge  profits  come  from  their  theaters 
instead  cf  distribution"  are  made  by  Jack  Stewart,   general   manager  of  Allied  Theaters 
of  Michigan. 

• 
MAYOR  THOMAS  A.  BURKE,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  Judge  Samuel  Silbert  and  Bill  Veeck, 
owner  of  the  Cleveland  Indians,  will  be  guests  of  honor  at  a  buffet  luncheon  to  be 
staged  by  the  Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors  Association  en  Thursday,  preliminary 
to  the  annual  meeting  to  elect  officers.  Ernest  Schwartz  has  been  president  of  the 
CMPEA  for  the  past  13  years. 

• 
PRUDENTIAL   SOUTH    SHORE  THEATERS,    INC.,    New   York   City,   has    merged    Islip 
Theater,  Inc.  of   Bay  Shore,   N.  Y. 


Supreme  Court  Will 
Hear  Schine  Appeal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
judgment  of  the  Buffalo  court  had 
been  handed  down  and  the  second 
being  held  to  raise  no  substantial 
question  of  law.  The  new  appeal, 
however,  was  apparently  satisfac- 
tory to  the  court  on  the  grounds  that 
it  did  raise  a  substantial  legal  ques- 
tion, and  oral  argument  will  be 
heard,  probably  in  the  Fall. 

Justice  Robert  Jackson,  who 
was  Attorney  General  during 
part  of  the  period  while  the 
Schine  case  was  being  pressed, 
disqualified  himself.  There  was 
some  speculation  that  Jackson 
might  also  disqualify  himself 
from  the  New  York  equity  suit 
when  it  comes  before  the  court, 
on  the  same  grounds.  Whether 
Justice  Frank  Murphy,  who  also 
served  asAttorney  General  dur- 
ing part  of  the  period  of  the 
New  York  suit,  will  do  likewise 
is  another  question  that  is  being 
asked  here. 


First  Eagle-Lion  Film 
In  Gala  Austin  Opening 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  of  the  new  governor  of  Texas, 
Beauford  Jester,  here  today. 

Hollywood  fanfare  will  embellish 
the  pi-eem  at  the  Paramount  Theater 
there  with  a  contingent  of  film  per- 
sonalities coming  by  special  train 
from  Hollywood.  The  cavalcade  is 
headed  by  Bryan  Foy,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  production  for  E-L,  and 
includes  June  Lockhart,  Una  Mer- 
kel,  Kenneth  Farrell,  Guy  Kibbee, 
Jane  Darwell,  Sheila  Ryan,  Andy 
Russell,  Peggy  Ryan,  Lois  Andrews, 
Audrey  Totter,  Jimmy  Cross,  Steve 
Brodie  and  Dorothy  Doublas. 

Benny  Rubin,  dialogue  directoi', 
arrived  in  advance  to  appear  on  In- 
terstate's  weeklv  "Showtime"  airer 
to  herald  the  event  and  act  as  emcee 
for  the  p.  a.'s. 

Governor  Jester,  state  and  city 
officials  and  high  ranking  Mexican 
government  attaches  here  for  the 
governor's  inauguration,  will  be 
honor  guests  at  the  premiere  which 
will  be  followed  by  successive  "klieg 
light"  openings  in  San  Antonio, 
Houston,  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth 
with  the  caravan  moving  to  each 
city  for  first  showings. 

Frank  McCoy  Dead 

Frank  McCoy,  58,  legit,  and  movie 
producer,  died  last  week  at  the 
Roosevelt  Hospital.  Starting  in  show 
business  as  an  actor,  later  serving 
as  a  seaman  in  World  War  I,  upon 
his  discharge  he  decided  to  become  a 
producer,  and  got  his  start  operat- 
ing a  stock  company. 
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Tuesday,  January  21,  V.i 


Court  Decree  Action 
No  Panacea— Richey 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
outsiders  tamper  with  the  intricate 
mechanism    of    our    business    to    the 
benefit  of  the  business,"  Ritchey  de- 
clared. 

Similarly,  he  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  it  was  false  optimism  to 
expect  divorcement  to  mysteriously 
open  the  gates  to  added  production, 
adding  that  "I  have  yet  to  find  the 
label  of  a  theater  spell  fair  trade 
practices." 

"Divorcement,"  asserted  Richey, 
"is  just  another  rainbow  which,  if 
achieved,  will  not  divulge  the  pot  of 
gold  so  many  are  seeking." 

The  Metro  exec,  urged  that  "white 
light  of  cold  analysis"  be  turned  on 

many  of  the  half  truths  and  imag- 
inary ailments  we  hear  so  much 
about. 

"The  protection  of  the  public 
doesn't  mean  more  profits  to  any 
one  branch  of  the  business,  but  it 
can  mean  regulation  of  every  branch 
of  this  business,"  he  declared. 


End  of  Arbitration  Will 
See  a  Flood  of  Litigation 

(Continued  from  Page  7) 
that    a    particular    clearance    is 
legal  is  on  the  distributor,  and 
you  can  begin  to  see  the  coming 
era  of  litigation." 
Levy  cited  seven  benefits  accruing 
from  the  final  decree — elimination  of 
"auction  block  selling,"  guaranty  of 
some  run,  prohibition  against  admis- 
sion   prices     in     contracts,     placing 
upon   the   distrib.   the  responsibility 
for  proving  that  clearance  granted  is 
legal,    the    definition    of    the    term 
"competitive  area"  and  the  enjoining 
of  the  distribs.  from  further  expan- 
sion of  present  theater  holdings. 

In  connection  with  the  latter, 
Levy,  however,  reiterated  that  "there 
may  still  be  acquisition  of  theaters 
by  the  so-called  'Little  Three'  de- 
fendants, and  by  any  person  who, 
with  product  open  to  him,  under  the 
decree  as  it  now  stands,  may  decide 
to  become  a  competitor." 


Barkers  Sell  New  Texan 

Bowie,  Tex.  —  The  Texan,  owned 
and  operated  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Barker,  has  been  purchased  by  Ken- 
neth Arnold  who  operates  a  filling 
station  and  an  auto  accessory  store 
here.  House  was  only  recently 
opened. 


TODAY 


STATEWIDE  WORLD  PREMIERE-  »T*jT  A  JWl.SONl 

Austin,  Paramount,  Jan.  21;  San  Antonio,  Aztec,  Jan.  22;  Houston,  Metropoli- 
tan,  Jan.   23;    Dallas,   Majestic,   Jan.   24;   Fort  Worth,   Hollywood,  Jan.  25. 


«REVIEUJS» 

"It's  A  Joke,  Son" 

with  Kenny  Delmar   (Senator  Claghorn) 
Eagle-Lion  63  Mins. 

PLENTY  OF  GAGS,  LAUGHTER,  AND 
LIGHT  DRAMA  MAKE  THIS  ONE  A  CORK- 
ING COMEDY  OFFERING.  HEADED  FOR 
STRONG  B.  0. 

Comedy  emphasis  in  "It's  A  Joke,  Son" 
stems  from  the  stalwart  defense  of  the 
South  by  Kenny  Delmar  who  never  misses  a 
trick  when  it  comes  to  making  humorous 
comparisons  or  sharply  differentiating  numer- 
ous and  inevitable  provocations  that  come 
his  way  when  a  political  campaign  run  by 
northerners  is  launched    in    his    home    town. 

The  picture,  the  first  to  be  produced  in 
Hollywood  by  Eagle-Lion,  and  the  new  dis- 
tributor's first  release,  definitely  puts  the 
Pathe  Industries'  newest  subsidiary  in  the 
cinematic  running  auspiciously.  Into  its 
production  obviously  has  gone  a  wealth  of 
showmanship,  and  in  the  picture,  too,  is 
a  wealth  of  ?ngles  that  the  exhibitor  show- 
man can  capitalize.  The  title  is  topical,  the 
theme  ditto,  and  Delmar  clicks  like  a  tele- 
graph key. 

Most  everything  in  the  way  of  story  im- 
portance falls  to  Delmar  and  he  is  in  there 
pitching  the  gags  and  cracks.  What  is  im- 
portant in  this  respect  is  that  they  register, 
too.  Una  Merkel,  Kenneth  Farrell,  June 
Lockhart,  Jimmy  Conlin,  Douglas  Dumbrille 
and  "Daisy."  the  dog,  all  have  substantial 
parts  which  they  play  with  ease  and  a  good 
deal   of   skill. 

Primarily  a  farce,  the  plot  is  well-knit, 
paced  to  good  effect.  Little  attempt  is 
made  to  inject  anything  but  a  light  romance 
and  a  full  complement  of  levity. 

"Senator"  in  a  small  Southern  town, 
Delmar  becomes  embroiled  in  politics  after 
his  wife,  Miss  Merkel,  is  nominated  to  run 
for  state  •rffice.  She  appropriates  money 
Delmar  received  for  his  mint  patch.  Previ- 
ously, Delmar  gave  the  money  to  Miss 
Lockhart  and  Farrell,  young  romantics,  to 
start  them  off  in  connubial  life.  To  square 
things  he  agrees  to  run  as  candidate  of  a 
third  party  —  for  campaign  funds.  How- 
ever, he  learns  his  backers  are  cro'ks 
headed  by  Dumbrille.  They  try  to  keep  him 
doggo  until  he  is  disqualified.  Miss  Lock- 
hart and  Farrell  come  a-hunting.  A  band 
plays  "Dixie."  It  being  impossible  to  re- 
strain Delmar  when  he  hears  the  "National 
anthem,"  he  crashes  from  captivity  and  ar- 
rives in   time   to   win   the  election. 

Comes  the  conclusion  everyone  is  happy 
and  there  is  an  inaugural  parade  that  must 
detour  in  its  rcute  down  the  main  street 
because  Daisy  decided  to  catch  a  few  winks. 

No  opportunity  to  toss  in  a  gag  or  work 
up  a  bit  of  funny  business  is  overlooked 
with  ultimate  results  that  audiences  should 
easily    respond    to    the    film's   humor. 

CAST:  Kenny  Delmar,  Una  Merkel,  June  Lock- 
hart, Kenneth  Farrell,  Douglas  Dumbrille,  Jim- 
my Conlin,  Daisy,  Vera  Lewis,  Matt  Willis,  Mar- 
garet   McWade,    Ida    Moore,    Ralph    Sanford. 

CREDITS:  Production  Chief,  Bryan  Foy;  Pro- 
ducer, Aubrey  Schenck;  Director,  Ben  Stoloff; 
Original  screenplay,  Robert  Kent,  Paul  Gerard 
Smith;  Cameraman,  Clyde  De  Vinna;  Art  Direc- 
tor, Edward  C.  Jewell;  Set  Decorators,  Armor 
Marlowe.  Clarence  Steenson;  Film  Editor,  Nor- 
inan  Colbert;  Sound,  Frank  McWhorter;  Music, 
Alvin    Levin;    Musical    Director,    Irving    Friedman. 

DIRECTION,     Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 

Broadway  Calls  Garfield 

John  Garfield  will  return  to  the 
Broadway  stage  in  "Comer  Pocket" 
next    Fall. 


UA  Asks  Clearance 
Burden  on  Exhibs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
be    relieved    of   any   liability   on  * 
clearances"    and    that    "the    bui* 
should  be  upon  the  exhibitor." 

It  is  UA's  belief  that  the  Cou 
norm     of     clearance     deprii     , 
copyright  owner  of  one  of  airi,n 
valuable  rights — the  right  to~iix  j 
time  and  place  of  each  exhibitioJ 
a  copyrighted  motion  picture.  HI 
ever,    the    company's    memorancj 
accepts  the  Court's  statement  on  \ 
proposition    insofar   as    the    pre;  | 
hearings    is    concerned,    but    obj 
to    the    shifting    of    the    burdeni 
proof  to  "the  party  who  in  effect  i 
no  rights,  to  wit:  the  distribute) 

"This  section  in  effect,"  UA  i 
tends,  "places  the  distributor  i' 
position  where  every  time  it  gr 
clearance  it  not  only  is  subject 
contempt  proceeding,  but  must 
sustain  the  burden  of  justifyin 
clearance  which  the  exhibitor  cl£ 
is  reasonably  necessary  to  pro 
the  exhibitor." 

UA  further  claims  that  the  er 
Section  4  of  Article  II  is  contrar 
the   holding   of  the   Interstate   a 
that  is,  the  necessity   of  the  ci 
right  owner  to  determine  cleara, 
if  any,  and  not  third  parties. 


Mrs.  Sutherland  Dead 

Detroit— Mrs.  Cynthia  G.  Sut, 
land  is  dead.  She  was  public  i 
tions  director  for  Greater  De  i 
Motion  Picture  Council  for  n 
years. 


|  First  Specification    \ 
for  the  World's  First 

Tne-fcoA  it,!  <meoC 


M.    P.    Prod.-u.cti on  Dist. 

38  W.    44th    St.    21st    floor 

New  York      N.    Y. 


timate  in  Character 
lernational  in  Scope 
{dependent  in  Thought 
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Map  Forum  Plans  at  "Exhibitors  Only" Parley 


eps.  of  National  and  Reg- 
nal Units  to  be  Invited 
3  Participate  in  Meeting 

St.  Louis  —  All  national  and  re- 
'mal  exhibitor  associations  will  be 
/ited  to  send  reps,  to  an  "exhib- 
its only"  meeting  to  formulate  ten- 
sive working  plans  to  the  proposed 
btion  Picture  Industry  Forum, 
decision  was  reached  following 
iproval  of  the  forum  plan,  originat- 
fe  with  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA 
exy,  by  both  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


ealty,  Bulterfield 
ircuit  Head,  Dead 


Detroit — Edward  C.  Beatty,  presi- 
nt,  general  manager  and  treasurer 
W.  S.  Butterfield  Theaters,  larg- 
t  Michigan  circuit,  died  suddenly 
sterday  afternoon  in  his  office 
om  cerebral  hemorrhage. 
Beatty  started  as  manager  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


anadian  Exhibs.,  Distribs. 
;nd  Percentage  Dispute 

Toronto — The  controversy  between 

Imadian  exhibitors  and  distributors 

er  expanded  percentage  provisions 

the  1947  standard  license  agree- 

snt  is  off,  according  to  a  statement 

•  N.  A.  Taylor,  president  of  20th 

?ntury  Theaters,  and  chairman  of 

(C:ntinued  on  Page  8) 


RCA  Sees  Tele  Bow 
As  Major  Ad  Medium 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  J.  David  Cathcart, 
RCA    Victor    home     instrument     ad 
manager,    told  Ihe   Washington    Ad- 
vertising  Club    at    a    luncheon    here 
yesterday    that    the   current   year 
,    would    see    the    expansion    of    tele- 
vision into  a  major  ad  medium. 
"Production     willing,"    Cathcart 
'i   said,    "television    will    be    an    econ- 
'   omically    sound    investment    for    the 
i   advertiser.   Many   new    products    will 
be  born   out  of   the   power   of   tele 
advertising,   just   as  they  were   from 
radio." 


Bill  Would  Permit  Cancellation  of  Film 

License  If  Obscene  Advertising  is  Used 

Albany — A  bill  introduced  in  the  Assembly  by  Malcolm  Wilson,  Yonkers  Re- 
publican, amends  the  education  law  to  authorize  denial  or  revocation  of  license 
to  exhibit  motion  picture  film  because  of  obscene  poster,  banner  or  adver- 
tising matter  in  connection  therewith,  was  referred  to  the  education  committtee. 

Introduction  of  this  bill  grows  out  of  refusal  of  Regents  to  revoke  license  to 
exhibit  motion  picture  "The  Outlaw1'  and  its  request  to  legislature  for  per- 
mission to  make  revocations  of  licenses  if  improper  advertising  matter  is  pub- 
lished and  circulated  in  the  state. 

A  motion  picture  license  revocation  bill  was  also  introduced  in  the  Senate  by  a 
fellow  Republican  from  Yonkers,  William  F.  Condon.  Another  bill  introduced 
by  Condcn  would  amend  Section  216  of  General  Business  Law  to  exempt  from 
regulations  motion  picture  projection  machine  booths.  It  was  referred  to  Gen- 
eral Laws  Committee. 


Brotherhood  Drive 
Headed  by  Skouras 


National  organization  of  the  film 
industry  drive  for  American  Brother- 
hood Week,  Feb.  16-23,  has  been 
completed,  it  was 
announced  yes- 
terday by  Spyros 
P.  Skouras,  20th- 
Fox  p  r  e  x  y  and 
national  chair- 
man of  the  indus- 
t  r  y  drive.  The 
industry's  overall 
goal  will  be  250,- 
000  new  member- 
ships  in  the 
American  Broth- 
erhood. 

Jack  Kirsch, 
president  of  Na- 
tional Allied; 
Fred  Wehren- 
berg. president  of 
MPTOA,  and  Ted  R.  Gamble, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Loew-Enterprise  Deal 


With  the  long  anticipated  deal  for 
Enterprise  overseas  distribution  by 
Loew's  International  officially  an- 
nounced here  yesterday  by  Arthur 
M.  Loew  and  Charles  Einfeld,  New 
York  trade  circles  heard  reports  that 
it  might  be  followed  by  an  arrange- 
ment permitting  Enterprise  to  pro- 
duce several  features  abroad,  using 
Loew-Metro  facilities. 

While  Enterprise  production 
(Ccntinued  on  Page  8) 


MPAA  Brief  Will  Refute 
Charge  by  Will  Clayton 


SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  MPAA  is  expected 
to  refute  charges  that  American 
pictures  are  not  acceptable  abroad, 
in  an  all-inclusive  brief  to  be  filed 
with  the  Committee  for  Reciprocity 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


CIEA  Asks  Bidding  Deferment 

Distribs.  Plea  'Reasonable',  Myers  Agrees 


U.  S.  Pix  Open  in  43  Dutch 
Situations  for  Click  Biz 


Amsterdam  (Via  Cable)  —  Ten 
first-run  houses  have  commenced 
playing  U.  S.  films  for  the  first  time 
since  the  end  of  the  war.  Deal  com- 
pleted last  year  by  MPEA  and  Bio- 
scoop  Bond  went  into  effect  the  first 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Ban  of  Theater  Acquisition 
Tantamount  to  Divestiture 
"Big  Five"  to  Tell  Court 


Counsel  for  the  "Big  Five" 
defendants — RKO,  Loew,  Para- 
mount, Warner  and  20th-Fox — 
in  support  of  their  motion  for  amend- 
ment and  modification  of  the  New 
York  Federal  Court's  decree,  will 
contend  before  that  body  at  the 
hearing  today  that  prohibition  of  the 
acquisition  of  additional  theaters  by 
the  circuit-owning  defendants  is 
tantamount  to  divestiture  and  would 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


MPTOA  to  Fight  (or 


St.  Louis — The  Independent  the- 
ater owner  members  of  the  MPTOA 
board,  and  representatives  of  its 
state  and  regional  units  meeting 
here  yesterday  passed  a  resolution 
voicing  objections  to  the  method  of 
film  licensing  provided  in  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court's  final  equity 
(Continued  en  Page  8) 


Congress  Gets  Exhib.'s 
Plea  for  Ticket  Tax  Cut 


Washington   Bureau    of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — Sen.  Arthur   Capper 

inserted  in  yesterday's  Congressional 

Record  a  telegram  received  by  him. 

from   John    Newcomer,   manager  of 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — W  h  i  1  e  expressing 
firm  opposition  to  some  of  the  decree 
changes  proposed  by  the  defendants 
in  equity  case,  Abram  F.  Myers  yes- 
terday termed  "reasonable"  distribs'  i 
plea  to  defer  effective  date  of  compet- 
itive bidding  clauses  of  the   decree. 

In    an    analytical   letter  to   Judge  \ 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Major  to  Release 
Bachlog,  ATO  Hears 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  —  Quoting  "re- 
sponsible financial  sources,"  Thea- 
ter Facts,  crgan  of  the  ATO  of  In- 
diana, reports  that  one  of  the  majors 
with  a  substantial  backlog  of  pic- 
tures is  making  plans  to  release  this 
backlog  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  take 
advantage  of  the  "present  lush  mar- 
ket" before  there  is  any  falling  off 
in  biz  and  to  be  "free  of  many 
further  limitations  that  may  be 
placed  on  the  merchandising  of  pix 
when  the  decree  is  finally  settled 
and   all   its  provisions  in  force." 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett. 
2122  Decatur  St.  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade.  Mexico  City 
Herald.  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael.  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVTV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 

Am.    Seat 20V2     20]/2     20'/2   +      'A 

Bell  &  Howell    22  22         22        +      V4 

Columbia  Picts 19%     19         19       —     3/8 

East.  Kodak 218       218       218       —4 

Loew's,    Inc 24  23%     24       —     Vi 

Paramount       28l/4     27y2     27i/2  —     % 

RKO      14%      14'/4     I41/4—     1/4 

Republic    Pict 6%       6%       6%   +      % 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    14%     14%      14% 

20th  Century-Fox      .  .    34l/2     333,4     343/8    +      l/2 

Warner    Bros I6I/4     16%     16%—     1/4 

NEW   YORK    CURB   MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      4%       4%       434 

RKO      43/8       4%       4%  —     1/4 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Trans-Lux     3%       3%       3%      '.'..'.'. 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor        4y4       45/8 

Pathe      7l/4       8I/4 


cominG  nno  G0IDG 


WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  returned 
late  yesterday  afternoon  from  a  vacation  in 
Miami. 

WILLIAM  STEPHENS,  producer  of  PRC's  "Re- 
turn of  Rin  Tin  Tin,"  will  arrive  Saturday  from 
the    Coast. 

DARIUS  MILHAUD,  composer  and  conductor 
of  the  music  for  "The  Private  Affairs  of  Bel 
Ami,"  leaves  for  California   today. 

BARNEY  GERARD,  producer  of  Monogram's 
"Bringing  Up  Father,"  has  left  Hollywood  for 
Chicago. 

KATINA  PAXINOU,,  en  route  to  Hollywood 
for  her  featured  role  in  RKO's  adaptation  of  the 
Eugene  O'Neill  classic,  "Mourning  Becomes 
Electra." 

EARLE  SWEIGERT,  Paramount's  Mideastern 
division  sales  manager,  leaves  branch  mana- 
gers' meeting  at  Cleveland  for  today's  conven- 
tion  at   Pittsburgh  of  Allied  of  Western   Pa. 

HUGH  OWEN,  Paramount's  Eastern  and 
Southern  division  sales  manager,  back  in  town 
from   his   Boston  trip. 

EDITH  HEAD,  Paramount's  head  stylist,  re- 
turns to  Hollywood  after  a  short  stay  in  Man- 
hattan. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  vice-president  and  director 
of  M-G-M  advertising,  publicity  and  exploita- 
tion, is  slated  to  return  from  the  Coast  to- 
morrow  via   Chicago. 

ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  left  yesterday  for 
the   Coast. 

Three  More  Circuits 
Toin  March  of  Dimes 


Three  more  circuits  joined  the 
March  of  Dimes  yesterday  and  have 
scheduled  audience  collections  at 
every  performance  Jan.  24-30,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  made  by 
Emil  C.  Jensen,  director  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Division.  The  circuits 
are  Bulkley  Amusement  Enterprises, 
Shamokin  Pa.;  Atlantic  Theaters, 
Inc.,  Philadelphia;  and  Hudson  The- 
aters Co.,  Richmond,  Ind. 


No  Re-editing  on  "Duel"; 
Whitney  Bolton  Joins  DOS 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DATT  Y 

Los  Angeles — David  O.  Selznick's 
representative  reiterated  that  pro- 
ducer would  be  glad  to  meet  with 
representatives  of  Archbishop  Cant- 
well,  who  had  condemned  "Duel  in 
the  Sun,"  but  denied  Selznick  has 
started  to  re-edit  picture. 

Paul  MaeNamara,  publicity  direc- 
tor of  Selznick  Studios,  has  ap- 
pointed Whitney  Bolton  to  take 
charge  of  publicity  and  press  rela- 
tions of  all  Selznick  actors. 


FRANCES  GIFFORD  is  due  back  tomorrow  from 
Washington. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  M-G-M  exploitation 
director,    planes    to    Chicago. 

R.  K.  HAWKINSON,  RKO  Radio  assistant 
foreign  manager,  leaves  today  for  Mexico  City 
to  visit  the  company's  office.  While  there  he 
will  discuss  plans  concerning  the  Latin-Ameri- 
can release  of  Ramex  Productions,  Spanish  films 
now   being   made   at   the   Churubusco   studio. 

CARL  NATER,  director  of  the  Educational 
Film  Division  of  the  Walt  Disney  studios,  has 
arrived   from   Hollywood   for   discussions. 

NORMAN  AYERS,  WB  Southern  division  sales 
manager,  has  left  for  New  Orleans  and  Mem- 
phis. He  is  due  back  in  New  York  next  week. 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  Eastern  division  sales  mana- 
ger for  Warner  Bros.,  and  SAM  LEFKOWITZ, 
Eastern  district  manager,  left  last  night  for 
Buffalo.  Lapidus  goes  from  there  to  Pittsburgh 
tomorrow    and    Lefkowitz   will    visit   Gloversville. 

FRANCIS  A.  BATEMAN,  general  sales  mana- 
ger of  Screen  Guild,  in  N.  Y.  confabbing  with 
Eastern  franchise  holders;  leaves  over  the  week- 
end for  Pittsburgh  and  back  to  Hollywood  via 
Southern    swing. 

NICHOLAS  NAPOLI,  president  of  Artkino 
Pictures,  left  yesterday  for  a  short  business 
trip   to    Havana. 

WILLIAM  A.  LONDON,  partner  in  Associ- 
ated Theaters  circuit,  Detroit,  has  left  the 
Motor  City,  driving  a  new  car  back  to  the 
West   Coast,   where   he   now   makes   his   home. 

ALEX  SCHREIBER,  general  manager  of  Asso- 
ciated Theaters  circuit,  Detroit,  is  slated  to  fly 
back  to  the  city  next  week,  after  driving  his 
family  to  the  West  Coast  where  they  will  re- 
main  for  a   vacation. 

ROSEMARY  FOLEY  is  due  here  from  the 
Coast.  She's  Walter  Wanger's  assistant  and 
will  look  over  shows  and  various  literary  proper- 
ties. 


Six-Month  Kroehler  Strike 
Ended  By  Wage  Increases 

Chicago — Six-months-old  strike  at 
the  Kroehler  Manufacturing  Co. 
plant,  in  Naperville,  has  been  settled 
with  the  2,000  employes  of  the  seat 
manufacturing  concern  receiving  a 
12%  cent  hourly  wage  increase,  re- 
troactive to  Jan.  1,  and  a  five  cent 
hourly  wage  bonus,  retroactive  to 
May  1,  1946.  Closed  shop  clause  was 
not  included  in  the  new  contract,  but 
voluntary  union  dues  checkoff  con- 
tinues. 


NOW       AVAILABLE! 

CASHIERS  —  MANAGERS 
ASSISTANTS  —  USHERS 
PORTERS      —       DOORMEN 

Any   Kind  of  Exchange  and  Theatre  Personnel — 
Call    Edith    Josephson 

MARKUS-BIRMAN    SERVICE,    Inc. 
251    W.   42nd    St.  Wl   7-9389  N.    Y.   C. 


THE  BANK  OF  THE 
MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY 

IBank  of  America 

NATIONAL  savings    ASSOCIATION 


rriERAL     DEPOSIT    INSURANCE     CORPORA 


FEDERAL    RESERVE    SYSTEM 


Shea  Circuit  Planning  No 
Ticket  Boost — Grainger 


Cleveland,  O. — Annual  meeting  0 
managers  of  the  M.  A.  Shea  The 
atrical  Enterprises  at  the  Carte 
Hotel  here  yesterday  was  told  by  E 
C.  Grainger,  circuit's  prexy,  that  n 
admission  boost  was  contemplatec i 
Grainger  generally  discussed  curren 
and  future  theater  operations.  Th 
managers  also  heard  an  analys"*"^ 
the  New  York  equity  decrefe,,'^ 
George  Raferty. 

Convention  banquet  last  night  wa 
attended  by  100,  including  Easter' 
division  and  district  managers. 


Western  Penn.  Allied 
Opens  Meeting  Today 


Pittsburgh — Allied  Motion  Picturj 
Theater  Owners  of  Western  Pennsy 
vania  holds  its  26th  annual  conver 
tion  today  and  tomorrow  at  the  Wi 
Ham  Penn  Hotel,  here. 

Prexy  Morris  M.  Finkel  will  pr< 
side  over  the  open  meeting  follow; 
ing  today's  luncheon.  Also  skedde 
for  addresses  are:  M-G-M's  H.  M 
Richey,  RKO's  Leon  Bamberge 
Para.'s  Earl  Sweigert,  WB's  Juk 
Lapidus,  Mono's  Arthur  Greenblat 
Republic's  Sam  Seplowin,  Nation; 
Theatre  Supply's  Paul  Moone; 
MPAA's  David  Palfreyman  an 
others. 


Lesser  Names  Griffiths 

London  (Via  Cable)  —  David 
Griffiths,  recently  with  Internation: 
Pictures,  was  yesterday  appoints 
representative  in  Great  Britain  fc 
the  Sol  Lesser  Productions,  by  Lou 
Hyman,  veepee.  Griffiths  continui 
in  his  post  as  vice-chairman  of  tl 
Royal  Air  Force  Cinema   Corp. 
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KENTUCKY  AVE.  NEAR  BEACE 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J. 

Special  Bates 
Winter-Spring;  Season 

American  and  European 

Plans 

Plantation  Cocktail  Loan** 

Dally  Concerts — Sun  Decks 

JOHN  SL  RTTEBa  Gem.  Mir. 

KENTUCKY    ATE..    NEAE    BEACH 
ATLANTIC)    CITY.    N.    J. 

Wfc      Daily     Per     Person      M 

Sa        (Two    in    Soom\  £ 

European  Plan — Open  AH  Teat 

New  Coach  and  Four 

Grill 

JOHN  H.  IRink  Com,  Ma*. 
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ap  Forum  Plans  at 
xhibs.  Only"  Parley 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 

Id  the  indie  board  members  and 
ys.  of  the  MPTOA  meeting  here, 
fehrenberg  was  directed  to  send  a 
if^<x  of  the  action  taken  and  an 
I — Jipanying  statement  adopted  to 
-  organizations  seeking  their  ap- 
Dval  of  the  broad  principles  of  the 
•um  plan. 

Invitations  to  join  in  the  forum 
jve  will  not  go  to  distribs.  and 
iliated  circuits  until  indie  exhibitor 
reement  is  reached. 

The    statement   contends   that   re- 
rdless  of  outcome  of  the  New  York 
!uity  decision  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
Ire  do  not  feel  it  presumptuous  to  ; 
•«dict  that   new  methods  of  doing 
siness  will  come  to  this  industry,  ! 
:ith  that  era  there  will  be  of  ne-  ' 
!ssity  complaints,  grievances,  strife 
lid  litigation.    Those   are   seeds   of 
'icay.   With  the  hope  of  exterminat- 
or these  seeds  before  they  blossom, 
PTOA,  through  its  president,  Fred 
ehrenberg,    last    September,    con- 
ived  of  and  offered  a  plan  of  an 
•]jl  industry  'forum'  to  meet  at  cer- 
in  times,  each  year,  and  more  often 
required,    or    desired.     At    those 
eetings  all  branches  of  exhibition 
id  distribution  would  meet  for  open 
id  uninhibited  discussion  of  indus- 
y  problems  and  greivances." 

■  The    statement    then    adds:    "The 
jioice,  as  we  see  it,  lies  between  a 

ture  of  industry  conciliation  and 
i  lf-regulation  and  litigation  and 
^timate  Government  control." 

■  The   'forum"  will  be  entirely  on  a 
)luntary   basis,    and   there   will   be 

3p  officers  or  committees  and  all 
"■anches  of  exhibition  and  distribu- 
on  will  be  welcomed. 


RC  Lists  Nine  Small  Pix 
'or  National  Re-Issue 


I  Deal  for  national  re-issue  of  nine 
dward  Small  productions  has  been 
bmpleted  by  PRC.  National  re- 
please  dates  will  shortly  be  an- 
nounced for  "The  Count  of  Monte 
I  risto,"  "Last  of  the  Mohicans," 
'The  Man  in  the  Iron  Mask,"  "My 
on,  My  Son,"  "The  Son  of  Monte 
risto,"  "South  of  Pago  Pago,"  "The 
orsican  Brothers,"  "Kit  Carson" 
nd  "International  Lady." 


©pert  to  Release  "Cage" 

I.  E.  Lopert  will  release  "The  Cage 
f  Nightingales,"  French  film,  early 
ext  month.  Film  deals  with  juve- 
ile  reform. 


..EM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIflGS  TO: 

Jan.  22 

Ann   Sothern  D.  W.  Griffith 

Robert  Salomons 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


T  T  T 

On  and  Off  the  Record 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Aside  to  Charlie  (20th-Fox)  Schlaifer:  That 
Plymouth  Rock  gag,  to  plug  "The  Shocking  Miss  Pilgrim,"  rates  with 
the  best.  ...  •  David  Siegel,  Triumph  Pictures  prexy,  is  seeking 
Fredric  March  for  the  lead  in  the  company's  initial  production,  "Stranger 

Than  Truth" Premium,  if  March  signs,  will  be  Hal  Wallis'  loan  of 

Lizabeth  Scott,  for  femme  lead.  ...  •  If  you've  been  wondering  how 
to  interpret  Eagle-Lion's  motto  sic  pro  optima,  it  means  "this  is  for  the 
best.".  .  .  •  Queried  whether  David  O.  had  approached  Screen  Guild 
on  a  physical  distribution  deal.  Vee-pee  Bob  Lippert  replied,  "That's  a 

fact He  hasn't.".   .  .     •   Great  Minds   Run  in   the  Same  Channel 

Dept.:  Herman  Levy's  cute  story  about  the  fighter  and  the  referee  has  a 
parallel  in  the  Ian.  18  Independent's  page  one  cartoon  thought  up  by 
editor  Morton  Sunshine.  ...  •  Phil  M.'s  congrats  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phil  Lewis  on  their  28th  wedding  anniversary.  Phil  L.  manages  the  Valley 
Theater  in  Spring  Valley.  ...  •  Aside  to  Al  Zimbalist,  Film  Classics' 
ad-publicity  chief,  and  to  Frank  La  Falce,  WB's  Washington  ad-pub- 
licity   manager: Neat    bit    of    exploitation    you    boys    did    th'other 

night  of  the  world  preeeming"  of  "Thief  of  Bagdad"  at  the  Metropolitan 

Theater  in  the  nation's  capital Phil  M.  hears     you  had  Arabian  big 

shots  as  well  as  national  notables  attending  the  preeming  of  Korda's 
$2,000,000  Technicolor  re-issue.  .  .  .  •  Has  anyone  observed  that 
Paramount,  in  announcing  that  "Suddenly  It's  Spring"  will  be  released 
nationally  on  March  21,  has  selected  the  opening  day  of  Spring? 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  COMMENT:  Lofty  as  may  be  the  motives  of  the  N.  Y.  State 
Board  of  Regents  in  calling  for  new  legislation  which  would  authorize 
the  revocation  of  licenses  of  films  advertised  in  newspapers  and  mag- 
azines in  suggestive  fashion,  there's  grave  danger  in  such  a  law It 

would,  in  effect,  establish  state  censorship  of  advertising It  could 

punish  a  distributor  for  a  breach  committed  by  a  theater.  ...  •  Our 
English    industry    cousins,    in    pressing    for    domestic    legis'ation    which 

would  restrict  American  operations,  might  ponder  this: No  one  ever 

really  wins  a  war,  be  it  trade  or  martial 


•      •      •     ODDS  'N  ENDS:  The  best  things  in  life,  including  publicity 

breaks,    are    free Witness    the    Chicago   Times    news    story    about 

the  arrest  of  a  burglar  nabbed  for  looting  a  barber  shop  after  attending 
"The  Razor's  Edge"  in  a  loop  theater.  ...  •  Didja  note  that  Sunday 
Herald-Tribune  adv.  in  which  "a  large  theater  circuit"  advertised  for 
executive  applicants  who  will  receive  a  manager's  full  salary  while 
training?  ...  •  Vogue  Recordings  declares  there's  no  truth  to  those 
reports  of  impending  purchase  by  a  film  company.  ...  •  In  spite  of 
temperatures  as  low  as  30  below  zero,  Repu's  "I've  Always  Loved  You" 
will  hang  up  a  record-breaking  18-day  run  in  the  365-seat  Isis  at  Fargo, 
N.  D.  .  .  .  •  Take  it  from  the  nation's  magazine  publishers,  who  at- 
tended the  National  Publishers'  Association  conference  at  the  weekend, 
1947  will  be  marked  by  new  gains,  both  in  advertising  and  circula- 
tion. ...  •  Credit  the  Chicago  Esquire  Theater  with  a  helluva  good 
idea,  in  the  establishment  of  a  cough-drop  bar,  which  passes  out  free 
drops  to  coughing  patrons.  ...  •  Now  that  Siritzky  International  is 
about  to  reposses  the  other  45  theaters  of  its  chain  in  France,  Leon 
Siritzky  announces  that  the  firm  will  embark  upon  building  a  chain  of 

small   houses    in   America's   key   cities First    will  be    the    Cinema 

Guild  on  44th  Street,  east  of  Broadway Art  house  will  seat  about 

350 

▼  TV 


Beally,  Butterfield 
Circuit  Head,  Dead 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Hippodrome  Theater  in  Lexington, 
Ky.,  came  with  Butterfield  about  33 
years  ago  as  manager  of  the  Or- 
pheum  in  Bay  City,  became  general 
manager  about  1922,  and  succeeded 
to  the  presidency  upon  the  death  of 
Col.  W.  S.  Butterfield  about  10  years 
later. 

He  was  chairman  of  the  state 
WAC  and  many  industry  campaigns, 
was  for  many  years  vice-president 
of  the  MPTOA  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Lambs  and  Friars  Clubs  of  New 
York  and  Variety  Club  here.  Surviv- 
ing is  his  widow.  Arrangements  for 
the  funeral  were  pending  last  night. 

Beatty's  death  follows  by  two 
weeks  the  death  of  Edmund  Shields, 
for  many  years  vice-president  of  the 
Butterfield    organization. 


'Henry  V"  Out  of  the  Red; 
'Hamlet"  via  Guild  Here? 


J.  Arthur  Rank's  "Henry  V," 
which  UA  is  distributing  on  this  side 
with  the  Theater  Guild  sponsoring 
its  engagements,  is  now  out  of  the 
red,  according  to  Lawrence  Lang- 
ner,  Theater  Guild  exec,  who  has 
just  returned  from  England  where 
he  conferred  with  the  British  film 
tycoon. 

Langer  said  that  Rank  was  so 
encouraged  by  the  reception  of 
"Henry  V"  that  he  would  make  an- 
other Shakespearean  pic  with 
Laurence  Olivier.  Play  will  be  the 
Bard's  "Hamlet,"  according  to  Lon- 
don cables,  and  Vivien  Leigh  prob- 
ably will  play  Ophelia. 

The  Theater  Guild  hopes  to  spon- 
sor the  pic  in  the  U.  S.  under  an  ar- 
rangement similar  to  that  prevailing 
for  "Henry  V." 


Texas  inaugurates 

Governor  and  E-L 

Austin  —  Texas  not  only  in- 
augurated a  new  Governor  here  yes- 
terday, but  officially  launched  a  new 
U.  S.  film  producing  -  distributing 
company,   Eagle-Lion. 

Dual  inaugural  sparked  the  premi- 
ere of  E-L's  "It's  A  Joke,  S:n!"  at 
the  Paramount  Theater,  with  a  Hol- 
lywood contingent  headed  by  Bryan 
Foy  here  to  add  a  glamour  touch. 
Pic  opens  in  San  Antonio  today, 
with  successive  bows  in  Houston, 
Dallas  and  Fort  Worth  following.  Hol- 
lywood caravan  will  tour  for  the  city 
premieres.  Some  300  playdates  in 
the  Southwest  have  already  been  set 
for  the   pic. 

So  keen  was  interest  in  the  E-L 
pic  that  Interstate  yesterday  can- 
celled the  scheduled  program  at  the 
State  to  permit  "It's  A  Joke,  Son!" 
to  open  there  simultaneously  with 
the  Paramount  run. 
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MORRIS  CHARLES      WILLIAM         MARVIN       V 

CARNOVSKY  •  CANE  •  PRINCE    MILLER  - 

Screenplay  by  Oliver  H.  P.  Garrett,  Steve  Fish" 
Directed  by  JOHN  CROMWELL  •  Produced  by  SIDNE 
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Wednesday,  January  22, 


Dayton  TOA  Elects 
Curl  to  Presidency 


Dayton,  O.  —  James  Curl,  Salem 
theater  manager,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  new  Dayton  Theater 
Owners'  Assn.  Oscar  Baker,  Dale 
theater  manager,  was  elected  vice- 
president,  and  James  Herb,  manager 
of  the  Semelroth  circuit,  secretary- 
treasurer. 

W.  A.  Keyes,  owner  of  the  Victory 
Theater,  was  named  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  composed  of  Wil- 
liam Riesinger,  Dayton  Loew's  man- 
ager; Goodwin  Sable,  RKO  Keith's 
manager;  Fred  Krimm,  Mecca  and 
Airline  Theaters;  Roy  Wells,  St.  Paul 
Theater,  and  H.  J.  Ochs,  Ochs'  drive- 
in  theaters. 

Baker  was  appointed  chairman  of 
an  advertising  committee.  Others  on 
the  committee  include  Slick  David- 
son, Belmont  Theater  manager;  Rob- 
ert Partlow,  McCook  Theater  man- 
ager; Riesinger,  and  Keyes.  Robert 
Tucker,  Dale  Theater  manager,  was 
named  publicity  head. 

Cinema  Lodge  Will  See 
Dramatic  Presentation 


Cinema  Lodge,  B'nai  B'rith  will 
feature  a  dramatic  presentation  of 
the  inter-faith  activities  of  the  B'nai 
B'rith  Youth  Organizations  at  a 
BBYO  evening  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
next  Tuesday,  Jack  H.  Levin,  Cinema 
president,  has  announced. 

ATO  Board  Meets  Feb.  11 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  —  Directors  of 
the  ATO  of  Indiana  will  meet  here 
Feb.  11. 


■^pUte:  in  the 
f  Y,    WORLD'S  FIRST  ■_, 


CIEA  Asks  Bidding  Deferment 

Distribs.  Plea  'Reasonable',  Myers  Agrees 

(Continued  from   Page   1) 

Augustus  X.  Hand,  Myers,  rep  re-  tures  thereunder, 
senang  the  OLA,  said  it  "would 
seem  to  be  most  unwise  to  put  the 
complicated  and  costly  biuamg  sys- 
tem into  operation  until  all  doubt 
is  uispeded  as  to  whether  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  approve  it  as  a 
proper  Sherman  Ace  remedy." 

•"lhe  Big  Five"  defendants  have 
asked  that  the  effective  date  of  the 
Diddmg  provisions  be  deferred  until 
90  days  after  the  entry  of  a  final 
judgment  upon  mandate  of  the  Su- 
preme  Court. 

Pointing  up  CIEA's  position 
favoring  divorcement,  Myers 
told  Juage  Hand  that  the  confer- 
ence "naturally"  is  opposed  to 
the  proposal  to  permit  the  de- 
fendants to  expand  their  theater 
holdings  to  protect  their  invest- 
ments or  to  enter  a  competitive 
field. 

"The  granting  of  this  motion," 
Myers  said,  "would  be  %o  replace  the 
ciear-cut,  effective  provision  of  the 
judgment  with  the  improvident,  in- 
effective provision  of  the  consent  de- 
cree under  which  certain  of  the  de- 
fendants were  permitted  substanti- 
ally to  enlarge  their  theater  hold- 
ings." 

Asks    Sec.    11-5    be   Modified 
Myers  said  at  the  "very  least"  that 
Section  11-5  "should  be  modified  or 
!  interpreted  so  that  the  rights  of  in- 
dependent exhibitors  under  existing 
'  franchises  will  not  be  impaired  un- 
|  less  or  until  the  competitive  bidding 
system  is  put  into  effect  by  the  order 
of  the  Court." 

"In  urging  a  stay  of  the  judgment 
I  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
parties  to  adjust  their  business  with- 
out unfair  burden',"  Myers  said,  "the 
Conference  had  in  mind,  among 
other  things,  that  numerous  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  had  franchises 
from  certain  of  the  non-consenting 
defendants  which  had  one  or  two 
years  yet  to  run.  Since  the  fran- 
chises which  the  Government  at- 
tacked were  the  preferential  fran- 
chises granted  by  the  defendants  to 
the  affiliated  theaters,  the  indepen- 
dents had  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
their  short-term  (two  or  three  sea- 
sons) deals  would  be  enjoined  by 
the  Court.  By  those  franchises  the 
independents  merely  secured  for 
themselves  the  same  protection 
which  the  Court  by  Section  IV  has 
conferred  upon  the  delendants'  the- 
aters, namely,  a  backlog  of  one  com- 
pany's products  to  sustain  them 
while  they  bargained  with  the  other 
companies  for  sufficient  pictures  to 
keep  their  screens  occupied. 

Urges  Reasonable  Protection 
"There  is  reason  to  doubt  whether 


This  works  a 
nardship  on  tne  independents  in 
more  ways  than  one,  since  film 
rencals  are  on  an  ascending  scale. 
inasmuch  as  tne  question  oi  a  con- 
tinuing right  to  buy  franchises  was 
not  considered  by  the  conierence,  l 
do  not  ±eel  warranted  in  approving 
universal  s  motion  in  its  entirety.  1 
do  feel  authorized,  however,  to  sug- 
gest that  reasonaole  protection  be 
given  outstanding  independent  fran- 
cnises." 

Myers    also    called    on    the    Court 
to   "clarify"   and    reconcile   "two    ot 
the  sub-paragraphs  of  the  judgment 
dealing  with  competitive  bidding." 
"Kecognizing"'      .Myers      said, 
"that    an    amicus    curiae   has    no 
standing    to    ask    ior    a    recon- 
sideration of  the  provision  per- 
mitting bidding  on  a  percentage 
basis,  1  still  feel  constrained  to 
point  out  that  the  permission  to 
defendants    to    reject    all    bids, 
even  though  they  equal  or  exceed 
the  minimum  fiat  rental,  is  in- 
consistent  with   the   theory    and 
purpose  of  an  upset  price. 

"it  can  only  mean  that  de- 
fendants are  authorized  to  keep 
on  rejecting  bids,  no  matter  how 
much  they  exceed  the  specified 
minimum  until  they  receive  a 
high  percentage  bid  satisfactory 
to  themselves.  Such  a  procedure 
would  make  meaningless  the 
requirement  of  a  minimum  li- 
cense  fee." 

In  addition,  Myers  pointed  out,  "it 
would  seem  that  the  language  of 
Section  II-8  (A)  in  reference  to  an 
offer  ('upon  uniform  terms')  should 
be  consistent  with  that  in  Section 
II-8  (C)  ('specifying  a  fiat  rental'), 
to  the  end  that  all  offers  shall  be 
upon  a  flat  rental  basis,  leaving  it  to 
the  exhibitors  to  introduce  the  ele- 
ment of  percentage  when  and  if  th^y 
see  fit  to  compete  for  an  exclusive 
run." 

Myers  told  Judge  Hand  he  could 
not  appear  at  the  hearing  today  be- 
cause he  was  still  confined  to  his 
home.  The  CIEA  and  Allied  Attor- 
ney broke  his  leg  several  weeks  ago. 
Since  it  was  impossible  to  poll  CIEA 
members  on  the  issues  before  the 
Court  today,  Myers  said  his  com- 
ments were  restricted  to  "those  mat- 
ters which  bear  a  reasonable  rela- 
tionship to  the  authorized  views 
which  I  have  heretofore  expressed." 


"Duel"  Gives  FWC  Two 
New  Coast  First-Runs 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Engagement  of  "Duel 

in  the  Sun'  at  the  Vogue  and  Fair- 

these     independent    franchises     are  !  fax   has    given   FWC    two   new   im- 


within  the  intendment  of  Section  II, 


portant     first-runs.      Houses     previ- 


although  they  clearly  would  conflict  ously  have  been  second-run.  With 
with  the  bidding  system,  should  it  "Duel,"  the  Vogue  is  said  doing  15 
ever  be  put  into  operation,  but  al-  times  the  biz  accruing  as  a  second- 
though  neither  section  II-5  nor  Sec-  run.  Gross  for  the  third  week  at  the 
tion  II-8  has  become  operative,  Uni-  two  houses  was  $40,000.  In  three 
versal  has  served  notice  of  cancella-  weeks  in  small  theaters  here,  pic  has 
tion  on  its  independent  franchise  hit  above  $131,000,  topping  GWTW 
holders    and    refuses   to   deliver   pic-  by  29  per  cent,  according  to  Selznick. 


Brotherhood  Drive 
Headed  by  Skouras 


rQ 


i  Continued  from  Page  1) 
chairman  of  the  board  of  ATA,  ] 
serve  as  co-chairmen  with  Skoui 
who    has    Sam    Shain    as    execut 
aide. 

National  vice-chairmen  ar8 
ney  Balaban,  J.  Robert  Rubin,  H 
man  Robbins,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Si  j 
bian,  Jack  Cohn,  Hairy  Brai 
Louis  Xizer,  Ned  Depinet  and  H 
Yates. 

Plans  have  been  made  to  mobi! 
every  U.  S.  theater  into  the  dr: 
with  a  quota  of  10  XCCJ  pledges 
more  per  theater  to  be  secured 
exhibs. 

During  American  Brotherh 
Week,  all  newsreels  will  includi 
special  short  news  featurette  p. 
duced  by  David  O.  Selznick,  carry 
the  drive's  message  of  racial  and 
ligious  equality  to  the  public, 
audience    collections   will    be    ma"! 

The  following  committees  are 
ready  activelv  engaged  in  the  dri, 

CAMPAIGN     ACTION:     Presidents    of' 
national,    state,    and   local   exhibitor   assc^ 
tions.    with    Robert    W.    Coyne    of    ATA 
Laehman   of  New   Jersey   Allied   and   Her. 
Levy    of    MPTOA    as    co-directors. 

DISTRIBUTOR:  Tom  Connors,  chain 
William  Rodders.  Charles  Regan.  Will 
Scully.  Ned  Depinet.  Gradwell  Sears,  Ja 
R.  Grainrer.  Abe  MontagTie.  Ben  Kalmen 
Robert  Moehrie.  and  Peter  Levathes.  a 
tant   to   the  chairman. 

PUBLICITT  AND  ADVERTISING:  ChJ 
Schlaifer.  Christy  Wilbert.  Ernest  Emeri 
Harry  Mandel.  Curtis  Mitchell,  Si  Seai 
Stanley  Shuford.  Harry  Goldberg-.  Don  V( 
Gordon    Swarthout.    and   Morris   Kinzler. 

HOLLYWOOD:  David  O.  Selznick.  N.jj 
Rathvon.    and  Henry   Ginsberg 

FINANCE:  Robert  Rubin.  Malcolm  Ki 
berg,   and  Donald  Henderson. 

BROADWAY:  Gus  Eyssell.  Bob  Weitr 
Monty  Salmon.  Zeb  Epstein,  and  Harry  Gr 
man.    chairman. 

FUND  RAISING:  Will  H.  Hays.  I] 
Weinstock.  William  Rodders.  Ned  Dep 
Herman  Robbins.  and  Abe  Montagne. 

SPECIAL    ADVISORY    to    National   CI' 
men:  Joe  Vogrel.  Sol  Schwartz.  Leonard  C 
enson.    Dan   Michalove.    Harry   Kalmine. 
Gordon,    and   Harry   Brandt. 

TRADE     PRESS:     Martin     Quigley.     . 
Alicoate.  Abel  Green.  Ben  Shlyen.  Jay  Ei 
uel.    Chick    Lewis.    Moe    Wax.    Billy    Wi. 
son.    Morton    Sunshine.    Arthur    Ungar, 
Harrison,    and    Robert    Welsh. 

NEWSREELS:     Ed     Reek,     chairman 
Richard.    Mike    Clifine.    Tom    Mead    and; 
Butterfield. 

CAMPAIGN    CO-ORDINATORS:    Ned 
srue.  Ed  Fabian.  Leon  Bamberger,   and  1 
Bell. 

HOUSE   ORGANS:   Rosrer  Ferri.   chain 

ALLIED  INDUSTRY:  Emil  Friedla. 
and  George  Feinberg. 

TALENT:  Irvingr "Berlin.  Ray  Bolder, 
vey   Greenman.    and   Bob   Weitman. 


nesday,  January  22, 1947 


orcement  Seen  In  [Lit tie  Headlines: 

ree  by  Disfribs. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
alt  in  a  true  restraint  on  compe- 
i,  opposed  to  the  public  interest." 
ttis  is  the  crux  of  the  argument 
lding  their  request  for  a  change 
agraph   6   Section   III   of   the 
F=?  so   that  the   defendants    can 
to  present  theater  holdings  in  or- 
to  protect  investments   if   they 
satisfactorily    show    the    Court 
i  such  acquisition  will  not  unduly 
:ain  competition. 
Counsel  will  point  out  that  the 
mrt  never  intended  divestiture 
id  at  the  same  time  expressed 
ie   wish   for   a   continuance   of 
ee  competition,  and  that  both 
these     intentions     will     be 
ocked  unless  the  present  am- 
guity  of  the  decree  is  clarified, 
ne  defendants  also  will  contend 
at  since  no  one  other  than  the 
e  exhibitor-defendants  is  pre- 
■nted  from  building  or  acquir- 
g   houses,    such    producers    as 
oldwyn,     Selznick,     UA,     and 
hers    would    enjoy    an    unfair 
•mpetitive  advantage  and  make 
impossible  for  the  exhibitor- 
jfendants    to    keep    abreast   of 
langing   times    and   increasing 
»mpetition. 

i    support    of    their    request   for 

;ponement   of  the    effective   date 

he  competitive  bidding  provisions 

:he  decree  until  after  the  Supreme 

rt    has    had    an    opportunity    to 

;e  its  decision  on  the  case,  coun- 

i  memorandum  calls  attention  to 

complex  nature  of  the  machinery 

distribution  which  would  have  to 

changed  twice  in  a  short  period 

;:he   highest    Court   reverses   this 

Vision. 

.  third  amendment  which  the  de- 

iants  seek  is  that  a  period  of  two 

Irs  be  granted  during  which  they 

liquidate    pooling    agreements 

ch  they  have  with  independents. 

nting    out    that    many    of    such 

;ls  are  as  complicated  as  the  joint 

'3s    which    they    have    with    each 

fer  and  which  the   Court  has   al- 

j'ed  two  years  for  dissolution,  de- 

idants  will  maintain  that  immedi- 

liquidation  of  existing  arrange- 

ats  with  indies  would  result  in  a 


UEDDinG  BELLS 


Deil-Aria-Ferrone 

osephine  R.  Dell-Aria,  a  member 
Paramount  International's  trans- 
on  department,  will  be  married 
Peter  John  Ferrone,  supervisory 
ftsman  at  Lake  Success,  on  Satur- 
r,  at  the  St.  Marks  Church  in 
ooklyn.  The  couple  will  honey-- 
on  in  the  Poconos. 


Davis-DeVerter 

larrisburg,  Pa. — Francis  A.  De- 
rter,  manager  of  the  Rio,  and  Edith 
vis,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
venue    employe,    will    be   wed    on 

b.  28. 


MRS.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN  will  have  as  her  guest  of  honor  at  the  White  House  to- 
morrow Mrs.  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  who  will  preside  at  a  nationwide  broadcast  from  the 
diplomatic  reception  room  in  behalf  of  the  1947  March  of  Dimes.  Motion  Picture  Collec- 
tion Week  begins  Friday. 

• 
STEVE  BROIDY,  Allied  Artists  and   Monogram   president,  has  announced  an   increased 
production  pace  in  February,  with  five  pictures  slated  to  go  before  the  cameras. 

• 
REPORTS  THAT   LOEW'S  was  acquiring   the   Hotel   Astor   for    a    reported    $5  700,000 
from  Viscount  Astor  with   a  view  to  erecting  a  new  office  building  and  theater  on  the 
site  found   their  way   into  print  here  yesterday,  with   a   published   broker's  confirmation 
later  said  retracted.  At  Loew's,  spokesmen  had  no  comment. 

• 
WITH  RE-ELECTION  of  present  directors  scheduled,  annual  meeting  of  Loew's  stock- 
holders will  be  held  at  11  a.m.  Feb.  27  at  the  home  office. 

• 
PALMER  PICTURES  CORP.,  New  York  City,  has  changed  its  corporate  name  to  Tom 
Palmer    Productions,   Inc. 

• 
HENRY  W.  KAHN,  vice-president  and  general   manager  of  Sherover  Enterprises,   Inc., 
is  planning  a  three-month  trip  to  Europe  and  will  visit  14  countries  in.  connection  with 
film  exports. 

• 
HAROLD  M.  YOUNG,  president  of  Harold  Young  Prods.,  announces  that  the  company 
has  acquired  the  stock  interest  of  Charles  W.  Curran,   who  has  resigned  as  vice-presi- 
dent. 

• 
GOV.  THOMAS  J.  HERBERT,  of  Ohio,  will  be  initiated  as  an  honorary  member  of 
Variety  Clubs,  International,  at  a  dinner  to  be  held  Thursday,  Feb.  6  in  clubrroms  of 
Tent  No.  2,  Columbus.  Col.  William  McGraw,  Dallas,  national  executive  director,  will 
make  presentation  of  the  gold  membership  card.  Chief  Barkers  of  other  Ohio  tents  have 
been  invited,  plus  members  of  Gov.  Herbert's  cabinet  and  other  state  officials. 

• 
BILL  TO  REPEAL  the  state's  three  per  cent  admissions   tax  and   to  permit  cities   to 
levy  excise  taxes  in  this  field  has  been  introduced  in  the  Ohio  legislature  by  Rep.  George 
Marshall    of   Columbus.   The   present   state   tax   yields    about   $2,900,000   annually.    It   is 
probable  that  city  levies  in  this  field  will  be  set  at  mote  than  three  per  cent. 


U.  S.  Pix  Open  in  43  Dutch 
Situations  for  Click  Biz 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
of    the    year.     Throughout    Holland 
43  theaters  are  playing  U.   S.   pro- 
duct. 

Extended  runs  and  holdovers  are 
reported.  Seats  are  sold  out  as  far 
ahead  as  six  shows  and  and  a  black 
market  exists  with  tickets  selling 
three  times  their  marked  value.  In- 
augural releases  include  "Mrs.  Min- 
iver," "Going  My  Way"  and  "Gas- 
light." 


hardship  upon  the  latter  if  they  are 
compelled  to  take  over  complete 
management  and  operate  without 
adequate  preparations. 

Final  amendment  to  be  requested 
by  the  defendants  at  today's  hearing 
is  modification  of  Conclusion  of  Law 
9  (d)  which  reads:  "Conspiring  with 
the  distributor-defendants  to  dis- 
criminate against  independent  com- 
petitors in  fixing  minimum  admission 
price,  run,  clearance  and  other  li- 
cense terms."  Maintaining  that  there 
was  no  finding  or  reference  in  the 
Court's  opinion  to  support  such 
charge,  the  defendants  will  ask  the 
Court  to  conform  the  conclusions  o* 
law  to  Finding  of  Fact  110  which 
reveals  specific  discriminatory  prac- 
tices but  none  with  respect  to  film 
rentals,  clearances  or  minimum  ad- 
mission prices.  The  memorandum 
adds  that  the  Comi;  specifically 
stated  in  its  opinion  that  the  dis- 
tributor-defendants had  not  violated 
the  Sherman  Act  in  this  particular 
regard  and  counsel  concludes  that 
therefore  "it  seems  obvious  that  the 
exhibitor-defendants  could  not  have 
been  found  to  have  done  so." 


MPAA  Brief  Will  Refute 
Charge  by  Will  Clayton 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Information  here.    MPAA's  position 
will  be  presented  by  President  Eric 
A.  Johnston  on  Feb.  6. 

Meanwhile,  MPAA  spokesmen  de- 
nied reports  that  remarks  of  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  State  William  Ben- 
ton represented  a  split  between  the 
picture  industry  and  the  State  De- 
partment. Benton  had  charged  that 
an  alleged  fear  of  American  'cul- 
tural imperialism"  by  European  na- 
tions was  based  on  a  fear  of  Amer- 
ican motion  pictures. 

MPAA  spokesmen  said  that  to  the 
contrary,  Benton's  Chicago  speech 
only  represented  a  split  between  the 
official  and  other  representatives  of 
the  Department. 

"Mr.  Benton,"  a  spokesman  said, 
"Fortunately  does  not  represent  the 
policy  of  the  State  Department. 
Relations  between  the  rest  of  the  De- 
partment and  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry have  never  been  better." 

Johnston  is  expected  to  arrive  in 
Washington  tomorrow. 


French  Ups  Winchell 
As  His  Aide  at  MAC 


Minneapolis — Charles  W.  Winchell, 
formerly  advertising  and  publicity 
director  for  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.,  has  been  named  assistant  to 
Harry  B.  French,  new  president  and 
general  manager.  Everett  E.  Siebel, 
formerly  assistant  to  Winchell,  is 
the  new  advertising  and  nublicity  di- 
rector, and  Don  Alexander  becomes 
Seibel's  assistant. 


Mich.  'Conspiracy'  Suit 
Set  for  February 

Detroit  —  Important  "conspiracy" 
!  case  against  all  major  distributors, 
brought  bv  Nicholas  George  of  the 
Allen  Park  Theater  in  the  suburb  of 
that  name,  has  been  set  for  trial  the 
latter  part  of  February.  Case  also 
names  as  defendants  the  Lincoln 
Park  Theater,  involving  Famous 
Players,  Canadian  Paramount  affil- 
iate, and  the  Mel  Theater,  operated 
by  United  Detroit  Theaters,  local 
Paramount  affiliate,  with  charges  of 
"conspiracy"  resulting  in  difficul- 
ties in  getting  product  for  the  Allen 
Park. 

Case  is  being  given  added  prom- 
inence by  the  temporary  withdrawal 
of  former  Circuit  Judge  Lester  Moll 
as  special  prosecutor  for  the  "labor 
racket"  grand  jury  now  in  session 
in  Detroit,  in  order  to  handle  the 
theater  case,  in  which  he  is  at- 
torney for  most  of  the  major  dis- 
tributors. 


Veteran  Files  Job  Suit 
Against  Virginia  House 

Norfolk— William  C.  Smith  has 
filed  a  suit  in  U.  S.  District  Court 
seeking  restoration  of  his  job  as 
projectionist  at  the  Colony  Theater, 
Portsmouth,  Va.  The  case  hinges  on 
Smith's  status  as  a  returned  vet- 
eran. When  discharged,  Smith  ad- 
vised his  former  employer  and  re- 
quested re-employment.  It  was  de- 
nied. 

Smith  asks  compensation  for  his 
loss  of  service  as  of  Jan.  22,  1946, 
and  seniority. 
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MPTOA  to  Fight  for 

U.  $.  Ticket  Tax  End 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
suit   decree,    and    to    any    continua- 
tion of  the  20  per  cent  Federal  ad- 
mission taxes  beyond  July  1. 

Instead    of    the    20    per    cent 
admission  tax  being  made  perm- 
anent,   as    proposed    in    House 
legislation,  the  entire  20  per  cent 
tax  should  be  permitted  to  go  out 
of    existence    on    July     1,    the 
MPTOA  contends.     The  organi- 
zation's position  will  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Congressmen 
by  MPTOA  directors  and  their 
state  and  regional  units. 
In    another    resolution,    the 
MPTOA's  indies  reaffirmed  the  stand 
against  the  use  of  local  checkers  and 
advocated  a  continuation  of  the  fight 
until  distribs.  end  their  use. 

The  resolution  on  licensing  of  film 
authorized  Herman  Levy,  MPTOA 
general  counsel,  to  take  any  and  all 
means  to  pave  the  way  to  be  heard 
in  opposition  to  the  system  provided 
for  in  the  decree  and  to  file  a  brief 
as  amicus  curiae  in  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  when  and  if  there  is  an  ap- 
peal from  the  Statutory  Court's  de- 
cision. 

The  resolution  expressed  gratifi- 
cation that  compulsory  "auction  sell- 
ing" has  been  eliminated  but  as- 
serted there  is  still  much  to  be  de- 
sired in  the  proposed  licensing 
method. 

The  resolution  on  the  use  of  local 
checkers  was  based  upon  considera- 
tion of  specific  instances  of  the  un- 
fairness of  this  system  by  distribu- 
tors. , 
Regarding  Federal  amusement 
taxes,  the  resolution  expressed  stren- 
uous objection  to  the  continuation  of 
the  classification  of  motion  picture 
exhibition  as  a  luxury  and  the  in- 
fliction of  excess  taxes  on  the  in- 
dustry on  that  basis.  Strenuous  ob- 
jection was  also  made  to  the  recent 
action  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  in  approving  a  bill  to 
make  the  20  per  cent  tax  on  amuse- 
ments permanent  without  holding  a 
public  hearing. 

Maurice  Loewenstein,  president  of 
the  TO  of  Oklahoma  and  secretary  of 
MPTOA.  who  brought  the  matter 
before  the  meeting,  stated  that  in 
Oklahoma  its  group  has  already 
taken  effective  steps  to  bring  to  the 


SICK  LIST 


FAY  DRESSEL,  RKO  branch  manager, 
Minneapolis,  is  in  the  hospital  recovering 
from   an   operation. 

LESTER  DOWDELL,  United  Artist  Cleve- 
land office  manager,  who  suffered  a  severe 
heart  attack  three  months  ago,  plans  to  re- 
sume an  active  status  about  Feb.  1st. 

THOMAS  SWEENEY,  usher  at  the  Capitol 
Theater  Springfield,  Mass.,  is  recuperating 
at  home  from  injuries  sustained  when  he  was 
attacked  in  the  balcony  by  a  gang  of  teen- 
agers. 


ilEUJ  POSTS 


DAVE   KIMMEL,    RKO    country   salesman,   Chica- 
go. 
GEORGE    BUSCH,    RKO    booker,    Chicago. 
"BABE"    COBB,     RKO    salesman,    Los    Angeles, 

via    Chicago  transfer. 
JOHN    BROWN,    manager,    Cozy   Theater,    Tulsa, 

Okla. 
WILLIAM    L.    ROHDE    and    EUGENE    C.     ZACK, 

script   dept..    Film   Group,    Inc.,   Springfield, 

Mass. 
IRVING     MARCUS,     NSS     salesman,     Cleveland, 

Ohio. 
MILTON     LINDNER,    NSS    salesman,    Baltimore, 

Md. 
ALFRED     DELCAMBRE,     Southwestern     exploiteer 

for  SRO. 
JEROME   LAMM,   UA  publicity   staff.   New  York, 

N.  Y. 

LOU    LICHTENSTEIN,  office  manager,   20th-Fox, 
Chicago. 

OWEN  CARLSON,   manager,   Madison  Theater. 

EDDIE    POTASH,    booker,    Universal,    Detroit. 

ROBERT   LENOX,   booker,   Columbia,   Detroit. 


Loew-Enterprise  Deal 
Production  Prelude! 


Canadian  Exhibs.,  Distribs. 
End  Percentage  Dispute 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
a  protest  committee  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Theaters  Association  of  On- 
tario. Taylor  announced  that,  be- 
cause of  individual  modification  of 
the  disputed  clause  by  exchanges,  a 
practical  solution  had  been  reached. 
Notice  to  this  effect  is  being  sent  to 
the  chains  and  theater  owners,  many 
of  which  had  refused  to  sign  the  new 
contracts  to  date. 

The  revised  clause  of  the  rental 
agreement  provided  that  distributors 
could  require  a  percentage  on  such 
additional  revenue  as  candy  sales, 
sub-leasing  of  any  portion  of  a  the- 
ater building  and  subsidiary  adver- 
tising returns,  during  the  playdates 
of  a  participating  feature.  There 
was  also  a  new  provision  for  the 
auditing  of  a  theater's  books. 

In  his  statement,  Taylor  declared 
that  some  exchanges  had  replaced 
the  disputed  percentage  clause  with 
the  paragraph  from  the  previous 
standard  contract  while  other  dis- 
tributors had  decided  to  adopt  indi- 
vidual bargaining  for  percentage 
provisions  with  each  buyer.  He 
nointed  out,  however,  that  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Distributors  Association 
of  Canada  as  a  group  had  steadfastly 
refused  to  altar  the  controversial 
clause  because  the  1947  standard  con- 
tract form  had  already  been  printed. 
The   dispute    started    in    September. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
largely  will  be  centered  in  its  Coast 
studios,  it  is  understood  that  David 
Loew,  the  company's  board  chair- 
man, and  Einfeld,  its  president,  have 
been  giving  some  thought  to  making 
certain  pictures  abroad.  Metro's  new 
British  studios  will  be  read-"  in  May, 
it  was  pointed  out.  On  the  Continent, 
it  was  also  noted,  blocked  lira  and 
blocked  francs  could  be  utilized  for 
production. 

The  Loew's  Int'l-Enterprise  deal 
covers  all  the  world  outside  the  U. 
S.  and  Canada.  In  the  two  latter, 
UA  will  be  the  Enterprise  releasing 
agency. 

Arthur  Loew  in  commenting  on  the 
precedent  -  setting  deal  yesterday, 
predicted  that  Enterprise's  "Arch  of 
Triumph"  will  outgross  the  present 
champ,  GWTW.  Einfeld,  voicing  ex- 
treme optimism  about  the  new  affil- 
iation, stressed  the  integrity  and 
prestige  of  Loew's  Int'l. 

Enterprise  pix  which  Loew's  Int'l 
will  distribute  dui-ing  the  first  year, 
in  addition  to  "Arch,"  include  "The 
Other  Love,"  "Body  and  Soul,"  "Wild 
Calendar"  and  "Ramrod." 


«REVjEUJS 

Til  Be  Yours" 

with  Deanna  Durbin,  Tom  Drake 
Universal  93  M 

PLEASANT  LIGHT  ROMANCE  INS* 
WITH  EFFECTIVE  MUSICAL  PAN! 
SHOULD  DO  NICELY  FOR  ITSELF  AT  f 
B.  O. 


Congress  Gets  Exhib.'s 
Plea  for  Ticket  Tax  Cut 


attention  of  the  Oklahoma  delegation 
in  Congress  the  unfairness  of  the 
theory  that  motion  pictures  are  a 
luxury  and  that  the  business  should 
be  taxed  on  that  basis 


"Dimes"  Fashion  Show 

Jinx  Falkenberg,  Tex  McCrary, 
Fredric  March,  Clifton  Webb  and  Ar- 
leen  Whelan  were  among  the  stars  of 
stage  and  screen  that  took  part  in 
the  third  annual  March  of  Dimes 
fashion  show  at  the  Waldorf  yester- 
day, for  the  benefit  of  the  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis. 
They  introduced  the  more  than  75 
models  who  displayed  clothes  pre- 
sented by  the  Couture  Group  of  the 
New  York  Dress  Institute. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Osa  and  Kansan  Theaters  in 
Sawatomie,  Kans.,  protesting  the 
bi-partisan  Congressional  determina- 
tion to  continue  the  wartime  rates 
on  the  admissions  tax. 

The  increase  to  the  nresent  20  per 
cent  rate,  Newcomer  said  in  his  wire 
(which  has  been  referred  to  the  Sen- 
ate Finance  Committee),  "was  ac- 
cepted by  theaters  as  a  wartime  mea- 
sure that  would  last  only  for  the  war 
emergency  period. 

"The  continuation  of  this  excessive 
tax  will  place  theater  attendance  in 
the  luxury  class  of  liquor  and  ex- 
pensive furs  and  jewelry,  which  is 
not  the  case.  The  bulk  of  theater 
patrons  are  low-salaried  working 
people  who  are  seeking  entertain- 
ment and  relaxation.  It  is  the  only 
type  of  entertainment  many  families 
can  afford." 

If  Congress  is  truly  interested  in 
"easing  the  tax  burden  on  the  little 
fellow,"  Newcomer  wired  Capper,  re- 
turn of  the  admissions  tax  to  its 
peacetime  level  of  10  per  cent  would 
be  an  important  step  in  that  direc- 
tion. 


Three  Grand  Rapids 
Houses  to  Bolshoven 


Detroit — Herbert  Bolshoven,  owner 
of  three  theaters  in  Grand  Rapids, 
is  doubling  his  interests  in  the  Fur- 
niture City  with  the  addition  of  the 
Vogue,  Stocking,  and  Family  The- 
aters to  his  circuit.  Houses  were  re- 
cently taken  back  by  Howard  Rey- 
nolds, a  former  owner,  who  had 
leased  them  out  to  other  interests 
some  years  ago. 


Based  on  Ferenc  Molnar's  "Th 
Fairy,"  this  Deanna  Durbin  offering  is 
another  and  fresh  version  of  the  suci 
story.  Felix  Jackson's  production  dra 
the  simple  story  with  a  quartette  of  g 
songs  which  are  rendered  with  skill  by  fl 
Durbin.  In  this  respect  her  handling 
"Granada,"  is  a  standout. 

The  scenario  is  handled  capably  by 
supporting  players  including  Adolphe  M 
jou,  William  Bendix  and  Walter  Catf 
The  Molnar  original  has  been  consider 
rewritten  and  transplanted  to  the  New  t 
scene.  It  has  gaiety  and  passes  in  re\ 
again  interestingly. 

Miss  Durbin  is  as  refreshing  as  ever  in 
role  of  a  young  girl  who  comes  to  Gotl 
primarily    to    try    her    hand    at    a    sin 
career    but,    as    the    plot   unf : Ids.    man 
to   get   herself   into    a    highly   comical 
involved    scrape     arising     from     being 
glib.   She   lies,   and   lies  again   to   make 
former  fib,   meanwhile   the  whole   struc! 
grows  awkward,  finally  collapsing  to  evi 
one's  confusion  and  the  eventual  straight 
ing  cf  the  story. 

Bendix,  hiring  out  as  a  waiter  at  a  sw 
party,    manages    to    sneak    Miss    Durbin 
and  she  is  immediately  pursued  by  Mer 
who   is    something  of  a    middle  aged    > 
In  order  to  thwart  his  advances  she  pa 
herself  off   as    the   wife   of  Tom    Drake 
chance  acquaintance.  He's  a  struggling 
intensely    honest    young    lawyer.    In    oi 
to  have  Miss  Durbin  about  Menj'u  appo 
Drake    to    represent    him.    Meanwhi'e    f> 
Durbin  and  Drake  warm   to  each  other 
there  is  always  Miss  Durbin's  mental  re: 
vation   and   fear  of   the   outcome   when 
truth   is  out. 

However,  all  the  heavy  implications 
the  plot  are  treated  with  the  light  toi 
When,  finally,  Menjou  realizes  he  is 
victim  of  Miss  Durbin's  impulse  rf 
moment  he  first  blows  his  top  and  t 
oroves  himself  a  right  guy.  He  finar 
Bendix  in  a  restaurant  venture  and  a 
learning  Drake  had  saved  him  a  great  < 
of  money  makes  the  legal  appointment  st 
Drake  comes  out  of  his  confusion  to  u 
with  Miss  Durbin. 

It's  a  pleasantly  told  light  romance  | 
should  prrve  an  entirely  satisfactory  bit 
entertainment. 

CAST:  Deanna  Durbin,  Tom  Drake,  Ado 
Meniou,  William  Bendix,  Walter  Catlett,  Fr< 
lin  Pangborn,  William  Trenk,  Joan  Fulton,  ' 
liam   Brooks,   Patricia  Alphin. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Felix  Jackson;  Direc ] 
William  A.  Seiter;  Screenplay  by  Pre 
Sturges;  Original  by  Ferenc  Molnar;  Mi 
Frank  Skinner;  Musical  Direction,  Walter  S( 
morn;  Cameraman,  Hal  Mohr;  Film  Editor,  J 
Ludwig;  Art  Direction,  John  B.  Goodman;  So 
Charles  Felstead;  Set  Decorator,  Russell 
Gausman. 

DIRECTION,    Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY,    G 


IA  Exec.  Board  to  Meet 
Next  Monday  in  Seattle 


Seattle  —  Executive  board  of  I 
IATSE  will  hold  its  annual  m' 
Winter  meeting  here  Jan.  27. 


F.    Production  Dipt, 
W.    44th   St.    21st  ^loor 
pw  York      N.    Y. 
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DURT  HinTS  FEW,  If  fllW,  DECREE  CHBflGES 

few  D  of  J  Unit  to  Consider  Theater  Problems 


all  Business  Unit  Will 
dy  Assistance  Pleas; 
j  ct  Confidence  Pledged 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

ington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

ashington  —  Attorney    General 

C.   Clark  announced  yesterday 

the   anti-trust   division    of   the 

^ice  Department  has   established 

(iall  business  unit  to  assist  small 

|ness  and  the  "promotion  of  the 

competitive   system   of  private 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


mhard  Elected 
m  Classics  Prexy 



foseph  Bernhard  was  named  pres- 
t  of  Film  Classics  at  yesterday's 

nd  meeting  in  the  home  office.  He 

I  make  his 
d quarters  at 

\    company's 

m  York  home 
e.  Concurrent 
l  o  uncement 

i|   also   made 

ft  Bernhard,  on 

i|  recent    swing 

st,  had  ac- 
red three  more 

i  exchanges. 

i'ew  exchanges 

'ortland,  Ore., 

jttle  and  Wash- 
ton,    D.    C, 

Jng   the    com- 

,y's  total  to  10; 

srs   are-    Buf-      Joseph  bernhard 

;,  Chicago,    Indianapolis,   Kansas 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Greek  War  Orphans 
Drive  Opens  Mar.  8 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  Si  Fabian  and 
lack  Cohn,  co-chairmen  of  the  Mo- 
rion Picture  Appeal  .for  the  War 
Drphans  of  Greece,  honoring  Spyros 
?.  Skouras,  announced  yesterday  that 
■he  drive  will  start  on  March  8  and 
continue  for  one  month  thereafter. 
Originally  scheduled  to  begin  next 
month,  the  later  date  was  decided 
jprn  to  facilitate  co-ordination  of 
'the  various  elements  into  one  effi- 
cient organization. 


ENTERPRISE  TO 
STEP  UP  PACE 

Will  Produce  Eight  Features 
During  Second  Year 


Judge  Augustus  N.  Hand  at  Modification  Motion  Hear- 
ing, Reminds  Court  Retains  Jurisdiction  and  if  De- 
cree Fails  to  Work,  Even  Divestiture  Can  be  Ordered 


Enterprise,  the  David  Loew- 
Charles  Einfeld  producing  company 
which  will  mark  the  close  of  its  first 
year  in  early 
March  with  four 
top  -  bracket  fea. 
tures  completed, 
in  its  second  year 
will  step  up  the 
production  pace 
to  double  that 
number,  Einfeld, 
the  corporation's 
president,  said 
here  yesterday. 

Original  Enter- 
prise plans  called 
for  the  making  of 
six  pictures  in  the 
first  year.  The 
"deficit"  of  two 
will  be  made  up 
in  the  second  year,  when  Enterprise 
.  (Continued  o..  Page  7) 


CHARLES   EINFELD 


Three  Hours  House 
Debate  on  Tax 


W ashington    Bureau    of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Assuring  considera- 
tion on  the  floor  of  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely extending  the  present  admis- 
sions tax  and  other  excise  rates  as 
the  House  Rules  Committee  yesterday 
(Continued  on  Pago  7) 


Harris  Reply  Claims 


Senior  Judge  Augustus  N.  Hand  strongly  indicated  the  likeli- 
hood of  few,  if  any,  changes  in  the  New  York  Federal  Court's 
decree,  when  at  a  hearing  yesterday  of  motions  by  the  defend- 
ants for  amendments  and  clarifica- 
tion, he  reminded  those  present  that 
the  Court  retained  continuing  juris- 
diction in  the  case  and  that  if  the 
decree  did  not  work  in  practice, 
modification  could  be  made  later, 
even  to  the  point  of  divestiture. 

An  amendment  that  would  permit 
the  acquisition  of  additional  theaters 
in  order  to  protect  their  investment 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Fraud  suit  brought  by  UA  against 
Harry  A.  Harris  and  Harris  Theat- 
rical Enterprises  cannot  be  main- 
tained, Philip  B.  Gale,  defense  coun- 
sel, asserts  in  his  answer  to  UA's 
amended  complaint,  because  the 
plaintiff  has  allegedly  violated  the 
Sherman  Act  and  the  anti-trust  laws. 

Gale  told  The  Film  Daily  yester- 
day that  he  based  his  allegation  on 
these  four  points:  1)  plaintiff  fixed 
prices  which  defendant  was  to 
charge  patrons;  2)  plaintiff  forced 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Trust  Suit  Filed  Against 
Majors  For  Conspiracy^ 


Boston — A  civil  action  suit  in  vio- 
lation of  the  anti-trust  laws  has  been 
filed  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court  for 
the  District  of  Vermont  by  Joseph  P. 
Wilson  vs.  Samuel  Kurson,  Newell 
Kurson,  Kenneth  Kurson  and  Millin- 
ocket  Opera  House,  Inc.,  operating 
under  the  Graphic  Circuit,  and  Para- 
mount, Loew's,  Warners,  RKO,  UA, 
Universal,  Columbia,  Republic,  Mon- 
ogram and  PRC. 

The  plaintiff,  since  the  Fall  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


U.S.  Theater  Deals  in  Reich  Seen 

Report  Controls  Lifted  Within  30  Days 


Majors  Lose  Trust  Suit  on 
Old  Standard  Practices 


Boston— A  finding  of  $287,161  plus 
about  $35,000  interest  was  handed 
down  yesterday  in  favor  of  plaintiff 
in  the  case  of  A.  B.  Momand,  Shaw- 
nee, Oklahoma  vs.  Universal  Film 
Exchanges,  Inc.,  et  al,  and  M-G-M, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Washington    Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Possibility  that 
Americans  may  invest  in  theaters  in 
Germany  was  seen  here  following  the 
announcement  that  the  U.  S.  Gov- 
ernment soon  will  abolish  the  act 
which  prevented  war-time  trading 
with  the  enemy.  Purchase  or  con- 
struction of  theaters  in  Germany  by 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


House  Com.  to  Probe 
Hollywood's  Strike 

Washington   Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Meeting  for  the  first 
time  under  Republican  management, 
the  House  Committee  on  Un-Amer- 
ican Activities  yesterday  voted  to  in- 
vestigate Communist  or  subversive 
influences  in  Hollywood.  The  Holly- 
wood probe  will  ^include  an  investi- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


New  UA-Stromberg  Deal 
Calls  for  9  in  3  Years 


UA's  board  of  directors  yesterday 
authorized  a  new  three-year  pact 
with  Hunt  Stromberg,  during  which 
time  he  is  to  deliver  nine  pix.  Un- 
der his  fulfilled  contract  he  made 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


"Arch  of  Triumph" 
Into  Paris  Opera? 

Paris  (By  Cable)  —  Loew's  Inter- 
national is  reported  negotiating  a 
leasing  deal  for  the  Paris  Opera  with 
a  view  to  installing  Enterprise's 
"Arch  of  Triumph''  for  an  extended 
run   of  some  six   months. 

Engagement  would  be  the  first 
European  date  for  the  pic  which 
Loew's  Int'l  distributing  outside  of 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada,  it  is  under- 
stood. 
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Friends  Fete  Furst, 
Retiring  "U"  Salesman 


Hughes  Asks  Dismissal 
Of  MPA  Counter  Claims 
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Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
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TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
.  child  Blvd. 


More  than  275  friends  and  busi- 
ness associates  of  Harry  Furst,  Uni- 
versal salesman  for  30  years  who  is 
retiring,  joined  in  a  tribute  to  him  at 
a  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Astor  here 
yesterday.  Furst  was  presented  with 
a  gold  watch,  a  life  membership  in 
the  Motion  Picture  Associates  and  a 
scroll  signed  by  those  present. 

Harry  Fellerman  of  the  Universal 
sales  organization  was  toastmaster. 
Dais  guests  included  John  J.  O'Con- 
nor, 'IF  vice-president;  E.  T.  Gomer- 
sall,  assistant  to  William  A.  Scully, 
'U'  vice-president  and  general  sales 
manager;  Oscar  Lager,  president  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Bookers  Club; 
Edward  Lachman,  president  of  Allied 
Theaters  of  New  Jersey;  Jesse  Stern, 
president  of  Unaffiliated  Independent 
Exhibitors;  Sam  Rinzler,  who  pre- 
sented the  scroll;  Nat  Goldberg,  who 
presented  the  watch  and  David  A. 
Levy,  'U'  New  York  branch  manager, 
who  presented  the  MPA  membership, 
and  Mrs.  Furst.  Every  circuit  in  the 
metropolitan  New  York  area  was 
represented. 


finAnciAL 


(Wed.,  Jan.    22) 


NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High      Low     Close        Chg. 

Am.    Seat 21  21  21        +      l/2 

Columbia  Picts 19V8      1?  1 9 Vs   +      Vs 

Loew's,    Inc 24  23%     24  

Paramount       27%     27V4     27  Vi      

RKO      14V2      14V8      14%      

20th  Century-Fox    ...    34%     38ls      3438      

Universal    Pict 24 Vi     23%     24V4   +      Vi 

Warner  Bros 16V4     16%     16%      

NEW  YORK  CURB   MARKET 

RKO      41/4       4V4       41/4  +      % 

Sonotone    Corp 3%       3  3%   +      % 

Technicolor    16  16  16       +      % 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor      4%        5 

Pathe      71/4       8V4 


Rank  Financing  Completed 

London  (By  Cable)  —  J.  Arthur 
Rank  has  completed  his  financial 
consolidating  operations  with  a  new 
Odeon  Associated  Theaters  capital 
issue  embracing  £3,500,000  in  3% 
per  cent  first  mortgage  debentures, 
to  be  issued  at  par,  and  1,250,000 
of  redeemable  cumulative  pound  pre- 
ferred shares  to  be  marketed  at  21 
shillings.  Proceeds  will  be  used  to 
pay  off  existing  bank,   other  loans. 


Four  Tele  Chains  to 
Show  Systems  in  "Battle' 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Four  television 
giants  will  air  their  video  wares  be- 
ginning Monday  when  the  FCC  opens 
a  three-day  "demonstration  battle." 

Demonstrating  their  brands  of  tele 
will  be  CBS,  RCA,  Philco  and  Du- 
Mont.  Hearing  will  be  a  three-way 
battle,  with  RCA  comparing  its  color 
tele  with  the  CBS  system,  and  Philco 
and  DuMont  prepared  to  show  that 
black-and-white  video  surpasses 
color  tele  at  this  stage  of  develop- 
ment. 


Miniature  Altec  "Voice' 
Called  Sales  Stimulant 


A  scale  model  of  Altec  Lansing's 
"Voice  of  the  Theater"  loudspeaker 
system  has  been  sent  to  all  Altec 
supply  dealers,  according  to  Bert 
Sanford,  theatrical  sales  manager, 
who  leaves  next  week  for  an  ex- 
tended trip  through  the  south.  San- 
ford says  that  the  miniature  speaker 
system  has  proven  a  unique  sales 
stimulant,  with  dealers  throughout 
the  country  expressing  their  ap- 
proval of  the  promotional  value  of 
the  set-up. 


Extra    Vault    Snace    &.    Shipping    Facilities 
Available   to    Major   &.   35-16   MM    Distribs. 


ALBERT     DEZEL     PRODUCTIONS     INC. 
831    South   Wabash  CHICAGO 

Indianapolis        •       St.    Louis        •        Milwaukee 


G-B  5%  Dividend 

London  (Via  Cable)  —  Gaumont 
British  Picture  Corp.,  Ltd.  has  de- 
clared a  common  dividend  of  five  per 
cent  less  tax.  No  dividend  was  paid 
last   year. 


BEST   STATE    RIGHT   DISTRIBUTION    IN 
THE    MIDDLE    WEST 

Are    Your    Pictures    Getting    The    Proper   Sales?  I 


Dismissal  of  MPA  counter  claims 
was  asked  yesterday  in  U.  S.  District 
Court  by  Hughes  Tool  Co.,  parent 
company  of  Hughes  Prod.,  pressing 
suit  alleging  violation  of  the  Sher- 
man Act. 

Since  1930,  it  was  alleged  by 
Hughes,  no  unapproved  pic  has  been 
shown  in  first  or  second-run  or  other 
key  theaters  in  the  U.  S.  and  no 
first  class  pic  can  be  marketed  in 
these  houses  unless  they  are  owned 
by  member  companies  of  MPA. 

Hughes  organization  has  indicated 
a  desire  to  resign  from  the  MPA  in 
view  of  the  organization's  insistance 
on  elimination  and  revision  of  a  sub- 
stantial portion  of  advertising  for 
"The  Outlaw."  Plaintiff  declined  to 
agree  as  it  would  injure  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  campaign. 


N.  Y.  THEATERS 


—RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

Rockefeller   Center 

"THE  YEARLIIVfl" 

GREGORY  PECK   •   JANE'   PA.4Ar 
CLAUDE  JARMAN,  F.s 

In   Technicolor      •      An    M-G-M    Pictur 
SPECTACULAR     STAGE     PRESENTATION 


North  Adams  Studying 
City  Amusement  Impost 

North    Adams,    Mass.  —  The    City 

Council  has  named  a  special  five-man 
committee  to  investigate  the  possi- 
bility of  ordering  a  city  amusement 
tax  as  a  means  of  raising  funds  for 
the  city  to  offset  a  possible  $10  real 
estate  tax  jump. 

The  committee  is  also  investigat- 
ing a  proposed  tax  on  gross  local 
business  receipts  which  would  again 
hit  at  theatermen. 

Either  of  the  proposed  taxes  would 
have  to  have  special  legislative 
authorization  before  they  could  be 
imposed. 


W.  Va.  Indies  to  Mull 
Sales  Methods,  Taxes 


Clarksburg,  W.  Va. — All  independ- 
ent theater  owners  and  managers 
have  been  invited  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  the  Waldo  Hotel 
here  today  by  the  West  Virginia 
Theater  Managers'  Association,  a 
which  film  sales  methods  and  tax 
problems  will  be  discussed. 


Mo 


"PREVIEW  ROOdl" 

.  .  .  will  really  SELL 

your  picture. 

Fully  equipped  for  35MM, 

16MM,    and    Slide     Projection. 

Cocktail  parties,  luncheons 
and  dinners  served  in  this  ver- 
satile room  —  setting  a  gay 
mood  for  a  favorable  reaction 
to  your  film. 

MADISON  AVENUE  at  54th  St. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:   PL.   5-3400         PAUL   GREEN,    Mgr. 


B3E3 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS.  Jr. 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  -  WALTER  SLEZA 

Sin  bad  the  Sailor  - 

//V  GOR<r£Ol/S   T£CS/iV/COL0f> 


ON  SCREEN 
HELDOVER! 

TheJOLSON 
STORY' 

In  TECHNICOLOR 
Larry  PARKS 
Evelyn  KEYES 


IN  FERSC 

BARRY  GRAY 
LIONEL  KAY[ 


\L 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A    Paramount    Picture   Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND         STANWYCK         FITZGERA' 

A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Op 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.A 


young  -JJiven- 
»MWALLI$p«-~*- 


-pAR/tMOtz/vr 


'Best  film  this  year  from 
Hollywood!"— n.  v.  times 


The  BEST  Year; 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous         A    CTYYQ    »' 
Performances     £\.ij  J.   V/jlV 


WAY 
45rii 


Now  Playing 

RIALTO  THEATER 

42nd   Street   and    Broadway 

"Murder     In     Revers 

(A   Four  Continents  Release) 
"Ingenious   .   .   .   Stirring   .   .   .   Supe 
Alton  Cook,  N.  Y.  World  Telegran 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in 

"13  RUE  MADELEINE" 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 
Plus  on  Stage — GRACIE  FIELX 
Extra!     Arthur  Blake 

R  O  X  Y     7th  Ave.  &  50th  S 


Pa  Mm.    \» 


M-G-M's 


PRIZE 


PICTURE! 


The  Nation  Hears  About  THE  YEARLING  ! 


"One  of  Hollywood's  Ail-Time  Achieve- 

mentS— LOUELLA  O.  PARSONS,  nationally  syndicated colutnn 

"Picture  of  the  Year... Masterpiece." 

-THORNTON  DELEHANTY,  Redbook  Magazine 

"As  beautiful  a  job  as  I  have  ever  seen." 

— MARJORIE  KINNAN  RAWLINGS,  the  author 

u Academy  Award   Picture.  Best  of  the 

Year  .—DOROTHY  KILG  ALLEN,  nationally  syndicated  column 

"Picture  of  the  Month." 

—COSMOPOLITAN  MAGAZINE 

"The  Pick  of  the  Pictures." 

— JIMMY  FIDLER,  natiomvide  broadcast 

"The  Movie  of  the  Year." 

—ESQUIRE  MAGAZINE 

"Picture  of  theMonth."_PARENTs- magazine 


This  is  the 
Year  of 

THE 
YEARLING! 


'One  of  the  Year's  10  Best." 

—YOUNG  AMERICA 


"Movie  magic.   A  classic." 

—LOOK  MAGAZINE 

"Best  Picture  of  The  Year." 

— SHEILAH  GRAHAM,  nationally  syndicated  column 

"Our  entry  for  Picture  of  the  Year." 

—THE  CHRISTIAN  HERALD 

"One  of  the  greatest  epics  ever  to  come 
out  of  Hollywood."-THE  catholic  youth 

"Magnificent.  Pick  of  the  Pictures." 

—LIBERTY  MAGAZINE 

"Best  Picture  of  the  Year." 

—TORONTO  STAR  WEEKLY 

"It  may  be  the  greatest  motion  picture 
ever  made  in  Hollywood." 

—JOHN  TODD,  International  News  Service 


M-G-M's  "THE  YEARLING" 

starring 

GREGORY   PECK 

JANE    WYMAN 

A   CLARENCE   BROWN 

PRODUCTION 

Claude    Jarman,    Jr.     as     "Jody" 

Clem  Bevans  •  Margaret  Wycherly 

Forrest  Tucker    •    Photographed 

in  Technicolor  •   Screen  Play  hy 

Paul    Osborn     •     Based    on    the 

Pulitzer  Prize  Novel  by  Marjorie 

Kinnan  Rawlings    »    Directed   by 

Clarence   Brown    •    Produced   by 

SIDNEY  FRANKLIN 
A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 

• 


American 
Brotherhood 
Week. 
Feb.  16-23 
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Sam  Wood  for  Counter 
Measures  vs.  British 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Producer-director  Sam 
Wood  has  come  out  for  possible  re- 
taliatory action  against  the  British 
film  industry's 
" outrageous 
attitude."  He 
urges  an  im- 
mediate con- 
ference to 
thresh  the 
matter  out. 

Wood  sug- 
gests film lead- 
ers  consider 
asking  Con- 
gress for  re- 
strictive im- 
port legisla- 
te o  n  in  the 
SAM  wood  event  the  Brit. 

ish  carry  out  new  measures  to  cur- 
tail distribution-exhibition  of  U.  S. 
films  in  England.  Sir  Henry  French 
recently  asked  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  cut  U.  S.  annual  "take"  of  $80,- 
000,000. 

Wood  said  total  ban  on  U.  S.  pro- 
duct would  close  half  of  England's 
theaters.  If  we  took  similar  action 
it  would  reduce  the  Empire's  most 
profitable  market.  He  pointed  out 
British  players  have  succeeded  here 
and  the  U.  S.  contributed  to  the 
growth  of  the  U.  K.  industry. 


House  Committee  Will 
Probe  Hollywood's  Strike 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
gation  of  the  Hollywood  strike,  now 
in    its  fourth  month. 

Chairman  Thomas  said  the  investi- 
gation will  be  "both  intensive  and 
fair."  No  date  for  the  Hollywood 
hearing  has  been  set  as  yet. 

Thomas  said  a  principal  aim  of 
the  committee  would  be  to  give  a 
"good  airing"  to  "Communist  in- 
fluences" in  Hollywood. 


"It's  A  Joke"  Cavalcade 
In  Houston;  Dallas  Next 


Houston  —  Eagle-Lion  delegation 
of  stars  and  production  staff  of  "It's 
A  Joke,  Son,"  arrived  here  yester- 
day for  opening  of  the  film.  Earlier 
this  week,  in  Austin,  opening  pro- 
gram included  Raymond  Willie,  In- 
terstate Circuit  executive;  Frank 
Starz,  Interstate  publicist;  Bryan 
Foy,  producer;  Steve  Brodie,  June 
Lockhart,  Audrey  Totter,  Andy  Rus- 
sell, and  Texas  Governor  Beaufoi'd 
Jester.    Next  stop  is  Dallas. 


SEHD  BIRTHDAY 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Jan.  23 
Randolph   Scott  Sid    Rechetnik 

Bob  Steele  Humphrey   Bogart 
Ralph   Graves  Ben   Bard 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Thursday  Tattlings 

•  •  •  COMMENT:  The  MPTOA,  in  opening  a  nation-wide  ex- 
hibitor fight  to  end  the  Federal  admissions  excise  tax  and  the  continued 
classification  of  movies  as  a  luxury,  has  a  potent  argument  in  the  fact 
that  film  entertainment  was  regarded  as  essential  during  the  war  years. 

•  The  vital  informative  service  provided  by  the  industry  press  to  film- 
dom  is  sharply  pointed  up  by  the  fact  that  it  was  not  until  yesterday 
that   the    metropolitan    dailies    finally    reported   from    London    the    quota 

demands  of  the  CEA You  read  them  exclusively   in  Your  Favorite 

Industry  Newspaper  on  the  17th 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  LINET  "SYLLABUS":  Asked  by  the  New  York  School  for 
Social  Research  for  a  brief  "syllabus"  of  the  course  he  will  give  on  mo- 
tion picture  advertising  and  publicity.  Hank  Linet,  Universal-International 

Eastern  advertising  manager,  sent  the  following  "brief"  description 

"The  glamorous  and  fascinating  facets  which  are  reflected  in  the  lay 
eye  in  the  process  of  publicizing  motion  pictures  are  reduced  to  the 
very  prosaic   job   of   getting   people   to   buy   tickets   at   a    motion   picture 

theater  box  office This  course  envelops  a  study  of  the  psychology 

of  motion   picture   audiences   and   the   methods   through   which   they   are 

enticed  into  motion  picture  theaters  to  see  pictures,  good  and  bad 

There  will  be  a  thorough  discussion  of  media,  methods  and  desired  re- 
sults"  

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Mcrj.  William  F.  Joyce,  AAF,  of  Hollis. 
L.  I.,  and  Lt.  Col.  Richaid  J.  Cunningham,  AAF,  of  Hollywood,  both 
SMPE  members,  have  been  working  together  at  the  Naval  Photographic 
Center,  Anacostia,  D.  C  on  an  atomic  bomb  film  being  prepared  for 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff.  ...  •  Virginia's  Gov.  William  Tuck  and  the 
entire  Virginia  Congressional  delegation  will  attend  the  Virginia  MPTA 
conference  dinner  in  Washington  on  Feb.  3.  .  .  .  •  Take  it  from  Co- 
lumbia, "The  Jolson  Story"  is  setting  new  Columbia  marks  for  lengths 
of  run  and  b.o.  takes.  ...  •  Before  you  squawk  too  much  about  con- 
ditions here,  you  might  consider  that  operating  costs  of  Aussie  theaters 
have  jumped  40  per  cent  above  the  1939  levels,  but  admission  rates  re- 
mained unchanged  except  for  amusement  tax  jumps.  ...  •  Paramount, 
bearing  in  mind  the  greater  importance  assumed  by  showmanship 
under  the  revised  sales  system,  has  devised  an  "advance  campaign 
material  kit"  containing  a  hand-tailored  campaign  for  top-run  pre-release 

engagements Approximately    175    kits    will   be    prepared    on    each 

production  on  the  company's  current  release  list.  ...  •  Personal  note 
to  the  MPAA:  did  you  know  that  the  Protestant  Magazine  is  re-printing 
and  widely  circulating  that  Thomas  Bledsoe  article  which  appeared  in 
its  June-July  issue  last  year?  ...  •  Emil  Montemurro,  of  Fox  Movie- 
tone News,  and  Martin  Barnett  of  Metro's  News  Of  The  Day  have  been 
elected  vice-president  and  secretary,  respectively  of  the  Chicago  Press 
Photographers'   Association 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THIS  AN'  THAT:  Metro's  dear  old  Bess  is  still  knockin'  'em 

dead  on  the  road Bernie  Evens,  Metro's  exploiteer  in  Kansas   City, 

wires  that  Bess  was  made  City  Editor  of  the  Wichita  Beaccn  the  other 

day Which  would  seem  to  be  a  horse  on  its  staff.  ...      •    Believe 

it  or  not,  the  lost  and  found  department  at  Century  Circuit's  Midwood 
Theater,  is  holding   a  crutch,   awaiting  a  claimant!    !    !    .  .  .      •   Wanta 

buy  a  town,  complete  with  theater? If  so,  address  the  War  Assets 

Administration,   which   is  prepared  to  sell  the  town   of  Dragerton,  Utah, 

population  2,500,  as  a  surplus The  WAA  will  give  you  credit  terms, 

too 


comma  and  come 


A.  J.  O'KEEFE,  U-l  assistant  general  sot 
manager,    is    in    San    Francisco. 

DAVE     LIPTON,     U-l     studio    co-ordinator 
advertising   and    promotion,   returns    to    UniveT 
City   from    New   York   today.  - 

ROBERT  TAPLINGER  arrives  in  Nj  pjrk  t 
morrow   from    the   Coast.  _ 

HARRY     SEED,    WB    district     manager,     is 
the    Minneapolis    exchange. 

ARTHUR  GREENE,  Chicago  film  financier,  ( 
in   New  York  for  conferences. 

R.  K.  HAWKINSON,  RKO  Radio  assistol 
foreign  manager,  left  yesterday  for  Mexil 
City. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  vice-president  and  gen;r 
sales  manager  of  Warners,  left  yesterday  t 
Chicago  and   other  Midwest  exchange   centers.  | 

ROY  HAINES,   Western  division  sales   manor. 
for    Warners,    is    in    San    Francisco.    He    retui  J 
East    next   week. 

LOREN  RYDER,  head  of  the  Paramount  stuc 
sound    department,    arrived    yesterday    from 
Coast. 

THE    ANDREWS    SISTERS   will   entrain    for  t 
Coast   today   to   go   into    Paramount's   "Road 
,  Rio." 

DIANA    LYNN,     after    recuperating    from    t 
flu,    has   arrived    in    Chicago    from    Hollywood 
play   a    two-week    p. a.    engagement  at    the   C 
cago    Theater,    opening    tomorrow. 

ALFRED    W.    SCHWALBERG,    Eagle-Lion    viJ 
president    and    general    sales    manager    has    b^ 
conferring     with    circuit    heads    in     Pennsylva 
re    future     E-L    product.     In     Pittsburgh     tod< 
Schwalberg    returns    to    his    New    York    desk 
morrow. 

JESSE  STERN,  CIEA  chairman,  has  returr 
to  New  York  after  vacationing  in  New  Orlet 
and  Florida. 

ISADORE  GOLDSMITH,  producer  of  "Bedelic 
released  here  by  E-L,  in  from  the  West  Coc 
to  attend  test  runs  of  the  pic. 

EDWARD  L.  WALTON,  Republic's  assisrt 
general  sales  manager,  left  last  night  by  pic 
for  a  visit  at  the  company's  Minneapolis  brer 
and  a  stopover  at  the  Des  Moines  branch  pr 
to  his  return  to  the  home  office  next  Thu 
day. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  Republic's  execut 
vice-president  in  charge  of  sales  and  distril 
tion,  and  James  V.  O'Gara,  newly-appoin 
Eastern  division  sales  manager,  returned  yj 
terday  following  a  trip  to  Detroit  and  Cj 
cago. 

KTLA  Coast  Video  Outlet 
In  Initial  Program  Bow 


■ 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAIL 

Hollywood  —  Paramount's  tele 
sion  station,  KTLA,  first  video  oi 
let  on  the  West  Coast,  went  into  o| 
eration  last  night  with  a  gala  p 
gram  headed  by  Bob  Hope,  Jer 
Colonna,  William  Bendix.  Ed:i 
Bracken  and  numerous  others.  Si 
tion  director  is  Klaus  Landsberg. 

In  addition  to  civic  leaders,  vis 
ing  executives  included  Robert  Gi 
ham,  Don  McClure,  George  Shupe 
Initial  telecast  was  sponsored 
Tupman  Motors,  J.  Walter  Thorn 
son  account. 


1,700  Warnerites 

Still  In  Service 

Out  of  approximately  5.000  War- 
ner Bros,  employes  inducted  into 
various  branches  of  the  armed  ser- 
vices since  the  start  of  World  War 
II.  nearly  1.7C0  are  still  in  uniform. 
About  1500  discharged  veterans 
have  returned  to  the  company  to 
date.  There  were  81  known  battle- 
front  casualties  from  the  Warner 
ranks. 


No  Company  Ever  Had  So  Many  Great 
Attractions  Playing  and  on  the  way  as 


CENTURY-FOX 


^JITONlAWBrJmfl^j 


THE  RAZOR'S  EDGE  •  THE  SHOCKING  MIS 

"BOOMERANG!"  •  "CARNIVAL  IN  COSTA  RICA"  In  Technicolor 

"THE  LATE  GEORGE  APLEY"    "THE  HOMESTRETC 
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New  D  of  J  Unit  Will 
Assist  Small  Business 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
enterprise."    Department  spokesmen 
said  the  new  unit  "quite  definitely" 
would  consider  the  problems  of  the- 
ater owners. 

Assistant  Attorney  General  Berge, 
in  charge  of  the  anti-trust  division, 
declared  each  request  for  assistance 
is  treated  in  confidence  and  "it  is 
not  necessary  that  a  small  business 
man  have  proof  of  a  violation  of  the 
anti-trust  laws  before  he  can  come 
to  us  with  his  problems.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  he  come  to  Washing- 
ton or  that  he  go  to  one  of  our  field 
officers.  A  letter  addressed  to  the 
anti-trust  division  in  Washington 
will  suffice  to  initiate  a  study  of  the 
difficulty  and  an  early  determination 
of  what,  if  anything,  can  be  done  in 
the  matter  by  the  Department  of 
Justice  or  by  any  other  agency  or 
department  of  the  Government." 

Chalmers  Hamill  has  been  desig- 
nated chief  of  the  small  business 
unit  which  is  under  the  general  su- 
pervision of  Edward  P.  Hodges,  chief 
of  the  complaints  and  small  business 
section  of  the  anti-trust  division. 


New  UA-Stromberg  Deal 
Calls  For  9  in  3  Years 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
five    films:     "Lady    of     Burlesque," 
"Young  Widow,*'  "Dishonored  Lady," 
"Guest  in  the  House"  and  "Strange 
Woman." 


was  argued  by  Gen.  William  J.  Don- 
ovan, representing  EKO,  and  Whit- 
ney North  Seymour,  counsel  for 
Paramount.  Donovan  stated  that 
the  additional  provision  would  con- 
lorm  this  decree  to  the  decision  made 
in  the  Government's  Crescent  anti- 
crust  case  where  "unlawful  expan- 
sion" was  prohibited,  but  competi- 
tion was  encouraged. 

Inability  to  acquire  additional 
houses  would  place  RKO  "in  an 
impossible  competitive  position," 
Donovan    said,    and    added,    "If 
RKO  is  to  be  locked  into  a  posi- 
tion where  she  cannot  get  the 
healthy   growth  allowed  by  the 
Crescent  case,  she  would  be  sub- 
ject to  a  progressive  divestiture 
that  would  mean  strangulation." 
Seymour     maintained     that     the 
Court  had  indicated  in  colloquy  that 
they  did  not  intend  a  blanket  injunc- 
tion against  all  acquisitions. 

Seymour  pleaded  further  that  with 
the  Court's  approval,  the  defendants 
should  certainly  have  the  right  to 
protect  their  investments.  He  cited 
che  potential  migration  of  patronage 
from  an  established  theater  section 
of  a  city  to  a  newly  developed  area 
as  an  instance  where  acquisition  of  a 
new  house  would  be  necessary. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  Judge 
Hand  stated  that  the  Court  reserved 
jurisdiction  in  the  event  the  decree 
did  not  operate  in  the  manner  of  its 
intention. 

Robert  L.  Wright,  Department 
of  Justice  attorney,  in  the  first 
of  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendments,  told  the  Court  that 
it  was  the  Government's  under- 
standing that  the  decree  allowed 
no  acquisition  other  than  in  the 
adjustment  of  present  holdings 
by  sale  to  or  purchase  from  their 
co-owners  and  that  if  any  other 
type  of  acquisition  was  intended, 
the  Court  should  make  those 
ideas  known.  Wright  reiterated 
the  Government's  unqualified  op- 
position to  expansion.  He  did, 
however,  intimate  that  a  defend- 
ant might  build  a  new  house  to 
replace  one  that  had  been  de- 
stroyed. 

Thurman  Arnold,  ATA  counsellor, 
told  the  Court  that  the  majors  would 
be  able  to  use  the  right  to  expand  as 
a  threat  to  independents  and  since 
the  property  rights  of  indies  are  af- 
fected, he  did  not  feel  that  the  Court 
had  jurisdiction  to  grant  any  motion 
of  the  dependants  without  notifying 
the  exhibitors  and  allowing  them  to 
be  heard. 

Representing  Loew's,  John  W. 
Davis  presented  the  initial  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  effective  date  of  the 
decree's  competitive  bidding  provi- 
sions until  the  Supreme  Court  has 
had  an  opportunity  to  review  the 
case,  calling  attention  to  the  com- 
plex nature  of  the  machinery  of  dis- 
tribution which  would  have  to  be 
changed  twice  in  a  short  period  if 
the  highest  Court  reverses  this  pro- 
vision.    Davis  also  requested  that  a 


Decree  Changes  Few,  If  Any 

Divestiture  Likely  if  Decree  Unworkable 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

period  of  two  years  be  granted  for 
the  purpose  of  liquidating  pooling 
agreements  which  the  defendants 
have  with  independents. 

John  W.  Caskey,  attorney  for 
20th-Fox,  supported  Davis's  argu- 
ment and  told  the  Court  that  the  es- 
sence of  reform  which  they  had 
proposed  would  be  carried  out  by 
other  sections  of  the  decree. 

Continuing    his    objections    to 
all  of  the  amendments  suggested 
by  the  defendants,  Wright  asked 
for  the  retention  of  the  present 
effective    date    for    competitive 
bidding  so  that  experience  could 
be    gained    by    operating    under 
the  system   that  the  decree  es- 
tablishes.    Wright  objected  also 
to    the    granting    of    additional 
time  to  dissolve  pools  with  inde- 
pendents, stating  that  if  a  spe- 
cial  case   of   hardship    arose,   a 
defendant     could     request     the 
Court  for  additional  time. 
A    representative    of   Herman    M. 
Levy,   MPTOA  attorney  whose  late 
train  prevented  his  presence  yester- 
day, stated  for  Levy  that  MPTOA 
supported  the  defendant's  plea  for  a 
stay    of    the    auction    selling   provi- 
sions. 

Judge  Joseph  J.  Proskauer,  coun- 
sel for  Warner  Bros.,  then  suggested 
that  the  conclusion  of  law  regarding 
conspiracy  to  discriminate  against 
indie  competitors  be  adjusted  to 
eliminate  fixing  of  admission  prices, 
run  and  clearance  so  as  to  conform 
with  Finding  110.  Failure  to  elim- 
inate this  conclusion  would  place 
the  defendants  in  great  hazard  of 
liability  in  treble  damage  suits. 
Columbia  Will  Appeal 
Counsel  for  the  "Little  Three"  were 
heard  separately  on  their  individual 
motions.  Louis  D.  Frohlich  stated 
that  Columbia  will  appeal  the  com- 
petitive bidding  provisions  which 
make  it  impossible  for  small  dis- 
tributors to  compete  with  the  Big 
Five.  He  asked  for  a  delay  in  the 
effective  date  of  those  provisions. 

For  United  Artists,  president  Ed 
Raftery  asked  elimination  of  that 
provision  of  the  decree  which  places 
the  burden  of  proof  in  litigation  in- 
volving clearance  upon  the  distribu- 
tor. Universal's  motion  for  modifi- 
cation of  ban  against  franchises  was 
advanced  by  Thomas  Turner  Cooke. 


Harris  Reply  Claims 
Trust  Suit  Violation 


Hunter  Heads  Talbot  Chain 

Tulsa,  Okla.— J.  C.  Hunter,  asso- 
ciated with  Ralph  Talbot  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  Ritz,  Rialto,  Or- 
pheum  and  Majestic  for  more  than 
20  years,  has  been  named  president 
of  Ralph  Talbot  Theaters,  Inc.  Tal- 
bot will  continue  actively  in  the 
management  as  secretary-treasurer. 

B  &  H  12x/2  Cent  Dividend 

Chicago — Bell  &  Howell  declared  a 
12%  cent  common  dividend  and  reg- 
ular preferred  dividend  yesterday, 
payable  March  1.  Company  expects 
$18,000,000  sales  this  year.  It  is  now 
making  its  own  fractional  horse- 
power motors. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
defendant  into  tie-in  sales;  2  i  *»a 
ing  sales  agreements  gave.  P.,rm:. 
right  to  examine  defendant's  boo 
upon  demand;  4)  when  demand  w 
complied  with,  defendant  alleg 
that  plaintiff  did  not  act  in  gd 
faith,  and  used  the  informatii 
against  the  defendant  in  collusii 
with  other  distributors. 

Loew's,  Paramount,  Big  U  Fil 
Exchange,  WB,  20th-Fox,  Colum'c 
and  M-G-M,  asserted  Gale,  had  co 
spired  in  the  exchange  of  inform 
tion,  and  used  such  informatii 
against  the  defendant. 

Gale  also  pointed  out  that  the  d 
fendant  willingly  complied  wi 
plaintiff's  request  for  the  examh 
tion  of  books  before  any  action  w 
taken.  Furthermore,  Gale  said, 
will  examine  the  six  accountants  wi 
spent  six  weeks  examining  the  boo! 
Examination  is  scheduled  for  Feb. 
at  which  time  Gale  hopes  to  find  o 
what  the  accountants  learned  th 
caused  UA  to  sue  Harris  and  1 
companies. 

Neither  Harry  A.  Harris  nor  Ha 
ris  Theatrical  Enterprises  ever  e 
cered  into  any  licensing  agreemen 
as  individuals,  Gale  asserted.  Als 
the  holding  company,  D.  D.  C. 
Theater  Operating  Co.,  which  co 
trols  Gotham  Theater  Corp.,  Conve 
Theater  Corp.,  River  Theater  Cor] 
Hancock  Theater  Corp.,  Dorset  Ai 
usement  Corp.,  and  LaSalle  Amus 
ment  Corp.,  did  not  enter  into  ai 
agreements,  but  received  funds  ai 
paid  bills  for  the  subsidiary  corpor 
tions.  Each  of  the  subsidiary  cor 
panies  made  separate  agreements. 

"If  the  Court  sustains  any  of  tl 
affirmative  defense,  and  if  the  d< 
fense  comes  within  the  Clayton  ar 
Sherman  Acts,  then  this  action  wou 
have  to  be  dismissed  as  a  matter  < 
law,"  Gale  said.  On  the  other  ham 
he  pointed  out,  ''If  the  plaintiff  sui 
ceeds,  the  legal  basis  of  this  actio 
will  create  a  new  scale  for  measui 
ing  damages.  We  won't  settle.  ^V. 
intend  to  fight  this  thing  to  th" 
finish." 


Arthur  Bernstein  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAIL) 

Hollywood  —  Arthur  L.  Bernsteii 
62,  stepfather  of  Jackie  Coogan,  die 
here.    He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 

brother  and  two  sisters. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Freeman-Diamond 

Ruth  Freeman,  UA  statistician,  i 
going  to  have  a  June  wedding, 
ance  is  Irving  Diamond. 

Myers-Moore 

Bucyrus,  O. — Roy  Moore,  employ 
of  Schine's  Bucyrus  Theater,  wa 
wed  in  Greenup,  Ky..  to  Juanit 
Myers. 
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lerprise  Plans 
roduclion  Step-up 
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ins^to  turn  over  six  or  seven  for 
e^^2omestically  by  UA  and  over- 
is  By  Loew  Int'l,  with  the  seventh 
i/or  eighth  pic  forming  a  re- 
sing   backlog   for   the   succeeding 


•linfeld   said  that  Ginger  Rogers' 

ently  organized   Lincoln  Pictures 

is    within    the    Enterprise    frame- 

rk  of  affiliated  and  subsidiary  pro- 

:ing  companies.    Such   companies 

jp-  total  from  eight  to  10,  and  the 

■al   will   be   increased   when    deals 

w  being  discussed  with  top  talent 

•  finalized.  In  explaining  the  setup, 

j  if  eld  pointed  out  that  certain  stars 

re  personally  committed  to  Enter- 

jse  in  addition  to  the  affiliated  and 

iisidiary  arrangements. 

Hinfeld  disclosed  that  Enterprise, 

line    with    the    industry    trend, 

nned  to  put  a  top  sales  exec,  in 

I  post  of  vice-president  in  charge 

distribution,  with  headquarters  in 

tw  York.    Decision  as  to  the  ap- 

.  ntee  has  not  as  yet  been  reached. 

■'Arch  of  Triumph,"  according  to 

esent   plans,    will    have   its   world 

;:miere    in   New   York   during    the 

ster   season,   Einfeld    said.     Some 

"m  of  roadshowing  is  expected  to 

;  devised  for  the  Ingrid  Bergman 

'irrer,    Einfeld   observing  that  the 

Im,  roadshow,  now  had  taken  on  a 

'■tain  elasticity. 

Discussing  Enterprise's  first  year 
:  operation,   Einfeld  said  that  the 
;.dios'   social   service  progTam   for 
ployes,  for  which  some  $25,000  to 
),000    was    appropriated    for    the 
'ar,    had    paid    dividends    in    high 
rale    and   loyalty.    Employes    are 
ved  coffee  without  charge  morn- 
jr  and  afternoon  at  their  desks,  and 
■re  is  free  barber  and  beauty  shop 
vice  for  all  workers,  among  other 
fi.tures.     Innovation    of   a    guaran- 
ty d  annual  salary  also  has  proven 
:hly  beneficial,  Einfeld  added. 


seph  Bernhard  Elected 
,s  Film  Classics  Prexy 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
y,    Los    Angeles,    Milwaukee    and 
w  York. 
Bernhard,  long  a  top  Warner  exec, 

'  aght  into  Film  Classics  in  late 
cember,  but  at  the  time  was  un- 
tain  as  to  whether  he  would  take 

1  active  part  in  its  management. 


SICK  LIST 


iERT  STERN,  head  of  Pittsburgh  Co-op. 
ered  a  heart  attack  en  route  to  Cleveland 
ti  Pittsburgh,  is  now  at  Mt.  Sinai  Hos- 
•I,  Cleveland. 

VILLIAM  ELSON,  partner  in  the  Cloquet 
usement  Co.,  Minneapolis,  is  recovering 
lome.  after  nearly  two  months  in  the  hos- 
il  following  an  operation. 


Little  Headlines: 


EXPLOITATION  CAMPAIGNS  and  operating  problems  are  under  discussion  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  where  a  combined  meeting  of  Lcew's  New  York  and  out-of-town  division 
managers  began  yesterday,  and  will  continue  through  tomorrow.  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  vee-pee 
in  charge  of  the  company's  theater  operations,  is  presiding. 

• 
RKO  RADIO'S  foreign  department  has  received  word  of  the  death  of  Richard  Rosenthal, 
54,  pirneer  showman  in  Zurich,  Switzerland,  and  manager  of  the  Bellevue  Theater  there. 

• 
CHARLES  EINFELD,  president  of  Enterprise,  is  headquartering  at   Metro  while  in   the 
East. 

• 
J.  ARTHUR  RANK  has  signed  Sir  Robert  Watson  Watt,  C.B.,  fR.S.,  radar   pioneer,  as 
scientific  adviser  both  on  films  and  television. 

SEPT.  1   HAS  BEEN  SET  as  the  opening  day  of  the   1947  Cannes  Film  Festival. 

• 

SIX  FRENCH  FILMS  have  been  acquired  by  A.  F.  E.  Corp.,  for  American  distribution, 
William  Shelton,  sales  manager,  announced  yesterday.  Re-titled  in  English,  they  are: 
"Angel  and  Sinner,"  "Twilight,"  "The  Girl  from  Aries,"  "There  Goes  the  Bride," 
"The  Last  Trump"  and  "The  Devil  in  the  Flesh." 


Loew's  Promotions  Headed 
By  Pearlman  Move  to  State 


Sam  Pearlman  heads  the  lists  of 
promotions  and  transfers  in  the 
latest  Loew's  Theaters  reshuffle. 
Pearlman,  who  was  manager  of  the 
Triboro,  takes  over  managerial  post 
at  the  State,  left  open  by  Ed  Doug- 
las' resignation. 

Joseph  R.  Vogel,  company's  veepee 
in  charge  of  theaters,  also  announced 
the  promotions  of  seven  assistant 
managers  to  acting  managers;  Rob- 
ert Gibbons,  from  the  Capitol  to  the 
Plaza;  William  Klenert,  from  the 
American  to  the  Woodside;  Joseph 
Stica,  from  the  Jersey  City  to  the 
Dyckman;  Harold  Privalle,  from  the 
Metropolitan  to  the  Canal;  Howard 
Levy,  from  the  Paradise  to  the  In- 
wood;  Nathan  Bernstock,  from  the 
Harlem  Victoria  to  the  Melba;  Wil- 
liam Carroll,  from  the  State  to  the 
Post  Road. 


Majors  Lose  Trust  Suit  on 
Old  Standard  Practices 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 
Columbia,  UA,  RKO   and  20th-Fox. 

The  case  heard  in  Federal  Court 
here  before  Judge  Wyzanski  involved 
principally  the  old  standard  con- 
tract, arbitration  and  credit  commit- 
tee practices.  Under  the  anti-trust 
laws  the  amount  can  be  trebled  with 
attorney's  fees  added. 

Tomorrow  at  2  p.m.  the  judge  will 
hear  further  pending  motions.  George 
S.  Ryan,  Boston,  was  attorney  for 
the  plaintiff  and  Edward  F.  McClen- 
nen  for  the  defendant. 


"Crossroads"  Chief  Separated 

Maj.  William  F.  Joyce,  of  the 
USAAF,  who  planned  and  executed 
aerial  photography  for  Operation 
Crossroads,  has  been  separated  from 
the  service.  During  the  early  period 
of  the  war  he  pioneered  new  film 
material  for  the  AAF  training  pro- 
gram. Joyce  is  formulating  plans  for 
the  creation  of  a  company  to  en- 
gage in  industrial  engineering  re- 
search photography. 


Induct  SOPEG'rs  Tonight 

New  SOPEG  officers  will  be  in- 
ducted tonight  at  the  Hotel  Capitol. 
Membership  meeting  will  hear  a  re- 
port on  recent  UOPWA  national  ex- 
ecutive board  meeting  on  salary 
policy.  SOPEG  officers  include:  Sid 
Young,  Otto  Langer,  Norman  Has- 
sele,  Jeanne  Forestier. 


Three  Hours  House 
Debate  on  Tax  Bill 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
granted  a  rule  for  consideration  of 
the  bill  on  the  House  floor  next  Tues- 
day or  Wednesday.  It  had  earlier 
been  planned  to  bring  the  measure 
up  without  Rules  Committee  sanc- 
tion, but  the  threat  of  an  objection 
from  the  floor,  necessitating  return- 
ing to  the  Rules  Committee,  caused 
the  shift  in  strategy. 

Three  hours  of  debate  is  granted, 
with  no  amendments  to  be  permitted. 
In  his  appearance  before  the  Rules 
Committee,  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee Chairman  Harold  Knutson 
stressed  the  point  that  the  bill  to  be 
passed  sets  no  definite  date  for  the 
excise  rates  to  go  back  to  their  pre- 
war levels.  At  the  same  time,  he 
promised  a  thorough  study  of  the 
entire  tax  structure  within  the  next 
year. 

Knutson  brushed  aside  ques- 
tions from  several  members  of 
the  Rules  Committee  who  raised 
the  point  that  pix  attendance 
should  not  be  considered  a  lux- 
ury. 
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U.  S.  Theater  Dealings  REVIEWS  Of  D6UJ   FILMS 

In  Germany  Likely 


i  Continued  from  Page  1) 
Americans    hitherto    has    been    pro- 
hibited under  the  act. 

In  Berlin,  Gen.  Joseph  McNarney 
announced  that  he  favored  abolition 
of  the  act. 

In  Washington,  War  Department 
sources  confirmed  the  report  that  the 
rigid  controls  would  be  lifted  within 
the  next  30  days.  Under  the  act,  the 
controls  were  exercised  by  the  Trea- 
sury Department.  Even  if  the  act  is 
abolished,  however,  the  military  will 
still  have  control  of  trading  with 
Germans.  Pei-sons  or  organizations 
wishing  to  operate  in  Germany  still 
would  have  to  get  passports  from  the 
State  Department  and  clearance 
from  the  military,  however,  it  was 
said  here. 

Although  the  question  of  possible 
theater  investment  by  Americans  was 
not  made  clear,  War  Department 
sources  here  said  that  the  door  would 
at  least  be  opened  for  this  possi- 
bility. 

Department  of  Commerce  in  the 
past  has  reported  inquiries  from  the- 
ater interests  here  on  the  possibility 
of  spreading  to  Germany.  The  aboli- 
tion of  the  act  also  may  influence 
the  operation  in  Germany  of  MPEA. 
If  individual  companies  are  allowed 
to  operate  in  Germany,  however,  it 
is  expected  that  the  present  setup 
will  be  continued  for  a  while. 


Trust  Suit  Filed  Against 
Majors  For  Conspiracy 

(Continued  from  Page  1> 
1946,  has  been   operating  the   Com- 
munity   Theater    in    Brandon,    Vt., 
located  in  the  Town  Hall. 

He  alleges  that  a  conspiracy  ex- 
ists between  the  Kursons  and  the 
distributors  to  restrain  and  monopo- 
lize interstate  commerce  in  motion 
picture  films  and  asks  for  damages 
of  $100,000.  He  also  asks  for  an  in- 
junction to  prevent  a  continuance  of 
the  conspiracy.  He  alleges,  further, 
that  the  Kursons  conspired  among 
themselves  to  monopolize  interstate 
commerce  principally  by  eliminating 
competition  in  localities  where  they 
operated  in  Vermont,  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire. 


"Swell  Guy"  Benefit 
To  Aid  Runyon  Fund 


"Swell  Guy"  has  been  selected  for 
a  special  benefit  performance  at 
regular  prices  for  the  Damon  Run- 
von  Memorial  Cancer  Fund  at  the 
Winter  Garden  Theater  at  8:30  p.m., 
tomorrow.  Pic  will  have  its  New 
York  premiere  at  the  Winter  Garden 
the  next  day. 


10%  ABP  Dividend 

London  (By  Cable) — Associated 
British  Pictures  has  declared  an 
interim  dividend  of  10  per  cent  on 
its  ordinary  shares,  payable  March 
31.  This  compares  with  7%  per  cent 
a  year  ago. 


"Born  To  Speed" 

with    Johnny   Sands.  Terry   Austin 
PRC  61  Mins. 

COMPACT.  WELL-PACED  THRILLER: 
POINTS  UP  PERILS  OF  MIDGET  RACING 
CARS. 

Most  of  the  emphasis  here  is  on  the 
youthful  side.  A  youngster,  son  of  a  famous 
racing  driver  who  was  killed  on  the  track, 
has  an  inborn  craving  for  his  father's 
ch"sen  field  of  endeavor.  His  mother,  in- 
telligent and  understanding,  wants  him  to 
pet  his  fill  of  racing  and  get  it  out  of 
his  system.  She  was  widowed  by  the  track 
and  she  does  not  want  her  son  to  fellow 
his  parent's  tire  tracks. 

So  much  for  the  basis  of  the  plot.  What 
transpires  as  the  youth  has  his  way  with 
midget  cars  in  a  number  of  races  s'on  be- 
comes a  vivid,  realistic  and  thrill-packed 
detailing  of  the  tricks  of  the  trade  involv- 
ing many  cleverly  filmed  sequences.  There's 
t^-iM-a-minute  spectacle  as  the  cars  pound 
their  wav  around  the  track  colliding,  roar- 
:n».  skidding  and  cutting  each  other  off 
to  noint  uo  peril  angles. 

Terry  Austin  is  the  girl  in  the  case. 
She's  niece  to  Frank  Orth.  Thev  operate  a 
"rage  in  Los  Angeles.  To  them  ernes 
Johnny  Sands.  Orth  lets  him  si?n  up  with  a 
nrnmoter.  Soon  the  kid  is  driving  and  es- 
tablishing a  reputation.  He  is  linked  ro- 
manticallv  with  Miss  Austin  and  there's 
complication  soon  with  Don  Castle  who 
a'so  has  a  crush  on  the  sirl.  Sands  breaks 
h;s  pact  with  Castle.  There's  a  brawl. 
Later  he  is  driving  on  the  small  time  as 
"The  Masked  Driver."  This  leads  to  a  big 
evpnt  and  when  that  one  comes  off  he 
Hoffs  the  mask  and  reveals  himself  to  the 
public  as  son  of  the  famous  "Randall"  He 
almost  loses  his  nerve  in  the  big  race  but 
gets  into  it  to  win  and  retire  to  a  gas 
station-garage  with   Miss   Austin. 

CAST:  Johnny  Sands,  Terry  Austin,  Don  Castle, 
Frank   Orth,   Geraldine  Wall,  Joe   Haworth. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Marvin  D.  Stahl:  Direc- 
tor. Edward- L.  Cahn;  Screenplay  by  Crane  Wil- 
bur. Scott  Darling  and  Robert  Churchill:  Orig- 
inal storv  bv  Robert  B.  Churchill;  Cameraman. 
Jackson  Rose:  Art  Director,  Edward  C.  Jewell: 
Set  Decorations.  Armor  Marlowe,  Clarence 
Stenson;  Film  Editor,  W.  Donn  Haves:  Sound, 
L.  John  Mvers  Music,  Albert  Levin;  Musical  Di- 
rector,   Irving    Friedman. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


Yonkers  Controller  Will 
Press  for  City  Ticket  Tax 


Yonkers  City  Controller  Thomas 
Kennedy,  advocate  of  a  citv  tax  on 
theater  tickets,  anticipates  a  hot 
free-for-all  debate  at"  next  Wednes- 
day's open  meeting-  of  the  Common 
Council. 

Kennedy  told  The  Film  Daily 
yesterday  that  despite-  the  fact  that 
Yonkers  anticipates  •  a  surplus  of 
about  $292,000.  plans  will  still  be 
pushed  to  wangle  Albany's  permis- 
sion for  a  citv  tax  on  theater  tickets. 

He  said  that  up  until  November, 
the  city  had  expected  to  wind  un 
in  the  red.  Fears  were  soon  dispelled 
when  +he  New  York  CPA  firm,  Web- 
ster. Home  and  Elsdon,  reported  in 
a  oreliminarv  closine  statement  that 
there  would  be  a  surplus  in  the  city's 
treasury. 


"The  Macomber 
Affair" 

with   Gregory   Peck,  Joan    Bennett   and 

Robert   Preston 

I  HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

United  Artists-Benedict   Bogeaus     89  Mins. 

ATTRACTIVE  BOX  OFFICE  COMBINA- 
TION OF  ABSORBING  DRAMA  AND  FINE 
PORTRAYALS  SHOULD  ENRICH  THE 
BOX  OFFICE. 

Here  is  an  attractive  box  office  com- 
bination that  should  attract  many  shekels 
to  the  box  office.  Gregory  Peck,  Jran  Ben- 
nett and  Robert  Preston  enact  the  starring 
roles,  with  Miss  Bennett  doing  the  best 
work  of  her  career.  Peck  is  excellent,  while 
Preston,  making  his  first  appearance  since 
his  return  from  the  service,  is  convincing 
in  a  difficult  role. 

Zoltan  KTda  has  done  a  good  job  of 
directing,  and  Co-oroducers  Benedict  Bo- 
geaus and  Casey  Robinson  have  provided 
showmanly  values.  Robinson  also  co-authored 
the  screenplay  with  Seymour  Bennett,  with 
the  adaotation  by  Bennett  and  Frank  Ar- 
n*ld.  The  story  was  written  by  Ernest 
Hemingway. 

The  story  is  laid  in  Brit'sh  East  Africa. 
with  Peck  a  professional  hunter,  Preston 
a  wealthy  young  American  and  his  wife 
Joan  Bennett,  the  principal  characters. 

Preston  is  desirous  of  hunting  a  lion 
and  hires  Peck  as  his  guide.  They  sight  a 
lion,  and  when  it  chargps  at  Preston.  Pres- 
ton loses  his  nerve,  and  Peck  has  to  dis- 
oatch  the  animal.  J"an  witnesses  her  hus- 
band's act  of  cowardice  and  loathes  him  for 
it. 

Preston  regains  some  of  his  confidence 
and  agrees  to  hunt  buffalo  the  following 
rlav.  Preston  awakens  during  the  night,  and 
finding  Joan  missing  from  their  tent,  is 
convinced   she  is  with   Peck. 

The  foll-wing  dav.  as  Preston  and  Peck 
start  for  the  buffalo  hunt.  Preston  forgives 
him  for  his  romantic  interest  in  Joan.  Joan 
fallows  the  hunters,  and  w^en  she  sees  a 
Buffalo  charging  Preston,  fires  the  bullet 
killing  her  husband. 

Joan  confesses  to  Peck  that  hatred  for 
Prest"n.  who  had  been  cruel  to  hpr  for 
vears.  had  caused  her  to  shoot  him.  In  his 
reiort  to  the  authorities.  Peck  describes 
the  killing   as  an   accident. 

Jean  Gillie.  Reginald  D=nnv.  Carl  Har- 
hoard.  and  Frederic!'  W^rlork  are  amor" 
the  principals.  Karl  Struss  has  done  a  go^d 
iob  with  the  photograohv. 

CAST:  Gregorv  Peck.  Joan  Bennett.  Rob=rt 
Pr°ston.  Reginald  De"nv.  Carl  Hnrbnard  Fred- 
eric Worlock,  Jean  Gillie,  Earl  Smith,  Vernon 
Downing. 

CREDITS:  Producers.  Benedict  Boaeaus,  Case" 
Robinson:  Director.  Z"'Mn  Korda:  AdaoteH  from 
Ernest  Heminawav's  "The  Short  Hoodv  Life  of 
Francis  Macomber";  ScreenDlav,  Casey  Robinson 
Sevmour  Bennett:  Adaotation.  Bennett  and 
Prnnk  Arnold:  Cameraman.  Kar|  Stn^s,  ASC' 
Af-'can  Photograph".  O.  H.  Borradoi'e.  John 
Wilcox  and  Fred  Francis*  Art  Director.  Erno 
Metzner:  Editors.  Georg°  Feld  and  Jack  Wheel- 
er: Music  by  Miklos  Rozsa:  Set  Decorations. 
Fred  Widdowson;  Sound  Technician,  William 
Lvnch. 

DIRECTION,    Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 

General  Theaters  Dividend 

London  (Bv  Cable)— General  The- 
aters has  declared  a  dividend  of  1^2 
ner  cent:  no  dividend  was  paid  for 
the  previous  year. 


Inaugurate  Mexican 
Variety  Club  Tent 

Mexico  City — Variety    Club,    T 

No.  29  of  Mexico  City  bowed'''  ^o  t| 

P  'it 
international  organization  w.    ,  thi 

days    of    activity    during    which 

large  delegation  of  club  and  indu 

try   executives  from  the  U.   S.   a' 

Mexico    participated    in     the     cei! 

monies. 

In  addition  to  the  80  or  mc 
charter  members  of  the  new  tent,  i 
of  the  top  officials  of  the  indust 
in  Mexico  attended  the  charter  pre 
entation.  Speeches  were  deliver 
by  big  boss  John  H.  Harris;  natior 
chief  barker  E.  J.  O'Donnell;  exec 
tive  director  William  McCraw;  wh: 
James  Balmer  of  Pittsburgh  ga^ 
the  oath  and  conducted  the  indu 
tion  of  the  new  crew  and  members." 

Chief  Barker  Luis  Montes,  of  t 
new  tent,  welcomed  the  visitors  ai 
accepted  the  charter.  He  introduc 
Max  Gomez,  first  assistant  chi 
barker  (who  is  the  RKO  manager 
Mexico),  and  J.  B.  Urbina,  the  se 
ond  assistant  chief  barker. 

Montes    announced   that   the   ne: 
tent  will  open  a  home  for  poor  ch 
dren  as  its  most  important  chari' 
activity. 

Special  luncheon  guests  includ' 
the  ambassadors  from  the  14  Lati, 
American  countries  and  officials 
the  Mexican  government.  The  Me? 
can  film  industry  was  represented  1 
the   following: 

Albert  Gildred.  Chapultepec  St 
dios;  Charles  Robert,  Columbia. 
A.;  Rafael  Sevilla  Camoos,  P; 
American  Films;  Alfonso  Diaz  Ga 
za.  Banco  Internacional;  Alfred  He 
e-uin,  Michel  Gerassy  and  Albe 
Saltiel.  Pan  American  Films:  Osci 
Dangigers  of  Aguila  Films;  Mann 
Ampudia  of  Simplex:  Leon  Gurdu 
Film  Trust  Co.  of  Mexico;  Matii 
Santovo  Villanueva  of  Garson  Film 
L.  S.  Constantine,  Paramount;  Ho^l 
ard  E.  Randall.  Antonio  J.  Ole 
Misruel  Contreras  Torres,  Jean  Le 
euyer,  Fernando  Bolanos  Cach 
Robert  Ayres,  Carlos  Andres  Ma 
tinez. 

At  the  tent's  intitial  charity  ba 
at    Ciro's.    an   auction  netted   13.01 
pesos.      Final    event  for  the    U. 
visitors  was  a   dinner  party  at  t 
Montes  home. 

From  New  York  and  Hollywc 
the  following:  were  among  the  vi 
itnrs:  Sam  Dembow.  Jr..  Louis  Jai 
off,  Boris  Morms.  "Ch'Vk"  Lewi 
Ned  Shugrue.  Winifred  Cutler.  Be' 
Warner.  William  O'Donnell.  Hora(- 
Falls.  Dr.  Frank  Moon.  James  Bain 
er.  John  H.  Harris.  Lew  Brav.  Budd 
Harris.  Dave  Lutzer.  Hiram  Park 
Bill  Kupner.  Paul  Terrv.  Thomto 
Sargent.  B.  Victor  Stnrdivant.  Mai 
Frances  Ackerman,  Walter  Browi 
Jack  Bryant.  Irvine  Davidsoi 
Geora-e  Granstvom.  Lee  Matte*.  Wi 
liam  McCraw.  F.  N.  Rosenthal.  M 
■T.  H.  Lutzer.  C.  C.  Caldwell.  E.  1 
Booth.  Charles  Darden.  C.  W.  Mai 
son,  Mike  Shapiro,  Ralph  Thornle; 
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Propose  Britain  Finance  Indie  Pix  Production 


overnment  Film  Bank 
scommended  By  Screen 
friters  Association 


London  (Via  Cable) — Establish- 
mt  of  a  government  film  bank  to 
ance  independent  British  film  pro- 
ction  was  recommended  by  the 
reen  Writers  Association  here  in 
nemorandum  for  a  new  quota  law. 
Association  also  recommended  sep- 
jate  renters'  and  exhibitors'  quotas; 
raier  at  25  per  cent;  and  the  latter 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


astern  PIC  Elects 
hlaifer  Chairman 


Charles  Schlaif er,  20th-Fox  adver- 
ing,  publicity  and  exploitation  di- 
c tor,  was  elected  to  the  chairman- 
manship  of  the 
MPAA's  Eastern 
Public  Informa- 
tion Committee 
for  a  six  months' 
term  at  yester- 
day's committee 
session  at  the  Ho- 
tel Astor. 

Schlaifer  takes 
over  the  chore 
from  Paul  Laza- 
rus, Jr.,  ad-pub- 
licity chief  of 
United  Artists. 
Committee  fol- 
lows a  rotation 
system  in  filling 
the  chairmanship. 
Glendon  Allvine  was  re-named  ex- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


HARLES  SCHLAIFER 


GE's  Tele  Sets  to 
Distribs.  Next  Month 

General  Electric  will  begin  na- 
tional distribution  of  its  first  tele- 
vision receivers  early  in  February 
when  sets  will  be  sent  to  distribu- 
tors in  areas  where  video  is  now  in 
operatim — Schenectady,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Washington,  Chicago, 
Los  Angeles  and  Detroit. 

Initial    model   is  a  console   of  the 
direct-view    type,   producing    a    pic- 
ture about  six  by  eight  inches.  Price 
'.    has  not  yet  been  determined. 


COP'S  BADGE  NO  LONGER  A  PASS 

Louisville  Police  Hereafter  Will  Get  Into  City 
Theaters  Only  for  Legal  Purposes 


By  L.  A.  CASSIDY 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Louisville,  Ky—  The  "battle  of  the 
badges"  that  has  been  raging  for 
several  weeks  between  Johnson  Mus- 
selman,  Rialto  Theater  manager,  and 
Col.  Tom  Dovers,  of  the  Jefferson 
County  police,  ended  yesterday  in  a 
draw  when  Judge  Speckman  of  Jef- 
ferson County  Quarterly  Court  dis- 
missed   Musselman's    suit    for    per- 


manent injunction  against  use  of 
police  badges  as  admission  to  Louis- 
ville theaters. 

Henry  J.  Stites,  counsel  for  Mus- 
selman,  and  County  Attorney  Sam 
Steenfeld  issued  a  joint  statement  in 
which  it  was  set  forth  that  Mussel- 
man  had  no  intention  of  barring  cops 
from  entering  the  Rialto  for  "legal 
purposes"  and  that  the  county  au- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Mitchell  Revamps 
Promotional  Setup 


Realignment  of  Paramount's  home 
office  promotional  setup  in  the  wake 
of  the  recent  resignation  of  Al  Wil- 
kie,  publicity  manager,  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Curtis  Mit- 
chell, ad-publicity-exploitation  chief, 
with  Carol  N.  Odell,  heretofore  in 
charge  of  newspaper  contacts,  moving 
up  to  head  a  newly  created  press  dept. 

Gordon  Swarthout,  formerly  direc- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Cleveland  MPA  Re-elects 
Schwartz  and  Associates 


7,000  Houses  Start 
"Dimes"  Collections 


Success  of  the  industry's  drive  on 
behalf  of  the  March  of  Dimes  is  the 
result  of  the  whole-hearted  support 
of  active  participants  in  the  indus- 
try, Emil  C.  Jensen  announced  yes- 
terday on  the  eve  of  the  MOD  col- 
lection campaign. 

Collections  will  be  taken  at  every 
performance  in  more  than  7,000  the- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 

Foreign  Situation,  Strike 
Aired  at  MPAA  Staff  Meet 


Cleveland — The  Cleveland  Motion 
Picture  Association  yesterday  re- 
elected by  acclamation  all  officers — 
President  Ernest  Schwartz  for  a 
fourteenth  term,  Vice-President  Al- 
bert E.  Ptak  for  an  eleventh  term, 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Washington    Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  MPAA  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston  yesterday  presided 
at  a  staff  meeting  during  which  the 
critical  foreign  situation  and  the 
Hollywood  strike  were  thoroughly 
aired.  Johnston,  it  was  understood, 
also  outlined  his  forthcoming  report 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


ITO  A  Approves  Forum  Proposal 

First  Indie  Unit  to  Act;  Vote,  Unanimous 


Detroit  Funeral  Rites 
Today  for  E.  C.  Beatty 


Detroit  —  Funeral  of  Edward  C. 
Beatty,  president  of  W.  S.  Butter- 
field  Theaters,  Inc.,  will  be  held  at 
2  p.m.  today  from  St.  Paul's  Episco- 
pal Cathedral,  with  Dean  O'Farrell 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


New  York's  ITOA  came  forward 
as  the  first  independent  organization 
to  approve  unanimously  plans  -  for 
establishing  a  motion  picture  forum, 
proposed  by  Fred  Wehrenberg, 
MPTOA  prexy. 

Prexy  Harry  Brandt  at  yesterday's 
meeting  in  the  Hotel  Astor,  with  the 
undivided  support  of  the  Association, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Earnings  for  Year  Equal 
To  $3.66  Per  Share  As 
Against  $2.61  Year  Ago 

Loew's  annual  report,  mailed  to 
stockholders  yesterday,  shows  net 
income  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Aug. 
31  last,  of  $18,691,533,  after  pro- 
vision for  depreciation,  taxes  and  all 
other  deductions,  equivalent  to  $3.66 
per  share  on  5,100,327  shares  out- 
standing. This  includes  $732,588, 
Loew's  portion  of  the  net  undistrib- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Loew's  Quarterly 
Net  at  $3,650,976 


Loew's  net  income  for  the  12  weeks 
ended  Nov.  21  last,  after  deprecia- 
tion, taxes  and  other  deductions,  sub- 
ject to  year  end  audit,  totalled  $3,- 
650,976,  equivalent  to  72  cents  a 
share,  compared  with  $4,333,623  or 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


2%  State  Retail  Sales 
Tax  Measure  in  N.  Y. 


Albany  —  A  two  per  cent  retail 
sales  tax  bill  has  been  introduced  in 
the  Assembly  by  Clellan  Forsythe, 
Syracuse  Republican. 

It  applies  to  retail  sales,  personal 
(Continued   on   Page   7) 


Mrs.  F.  D.  R.  Urges 
Two  Dimes,  Not  One 

Washington  Bur..  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Two  dimes  instead 
of  one  for  the  March  of  Dimes  dur- 
ing Motion  Picture  Collection  Week, 
which  starts  today  in  the  nation's 
theaters,  were  urged  by  Mrs.  Frank- 
lin D.  Roosevelt,  guest  of  honor  of 
Mrs.  Harry  S.  Truman  at  the  White 
House  yesterday.  Mrs.  Truman  in- 
troduced the  former  First  Lady  at  a 
special   broadcast. 

Other  speakers  were  Peggy  Ann 
Garner,  who  came  from  Hollywood 
for  the  occasion,  and  Elaine  White- 
law,  of  the  National  Foundation, 
who  pointed  out  that  m:re  than 
$10,500,000  of  March  of  Dimes 
money  was  spent  in  1946  alone  to 
take  care  of  polio  patients. 


m 


DAILY 


Friday,  January  24,  194*M 


Vol.  91,  N 

o.  17         Fri., 

Jan 

24, 

1947 

10  Cents 

JOHN    W 

ALICOATE 

Publisher 

DONALD 

M.    MERSEREAU 

:  Associate 
and  Genera 

Publisher 
Manager 

CHESTER 

B.    BAHN 

Editor 

Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundays 
and  Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York  18, 
N.  Y.,  by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc. 
J.  W.  Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher; 
Donald  M.  Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Entered  as  second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938, 
at  the  post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
$10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscribers  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York  18,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117,  9-7118, 
9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address  Film- 
day,  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollvwood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett. 
2122  Decatur  St.  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627^ 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort.  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL — Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen- Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV — Dr.  A.  R.  Rojanskv,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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NEW    YORK  STOCK    MARKET 

High     Low  Close 

Am.  Seat 20%  20%  203/4 

Bell  &  Howell 22  22  22 

Columbia   Picts 19'/2  19'/i  19V2 

East.    Kodak    218%   218  218% 

Gen.  Prec.  Eq 22V2  22'/2  22i/2 

Loew's,    Inc 24%  24V4  24V4 

Paramount     28  27'/8  28 

RKO    1434  I41/4  14% 

Republic    Pict 6%       6%  6% 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...  14i/2  14V2  14'/2 

20th  Century-Fox    .  .  .  34%  34%  34% 

Universal   Pict 24%  24V4  24% 

Universal    Pict.    pfd..  83'/2  823/4  823,4 

Warner  Bros 16%  16%  163/4 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    ...      5            5  5 

RKO      4V2  41/4  4'/2 

Sonotone    Corp 3%       3  3 

Technicolor      16'/2  16  16V2 


Net 
Chg. 

—     % 


+  1% 

+  % 

+  V4 

+  % 

+  Vz 

+  Vi 

+  % 

+  % 

+  % 

+  '/4 

—  Vs 

+  Vi 


SWA  Proposes  Britain 
Finance  Indie  Production 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
starting  at  five  per  cent,  rising  an- 
nually. SWA  also  asked  for  govern- 
ment-controlled distribution  of  Brit- 
ish pix  in  Great  Britain,  Canada  and 
the  United  States. 


D  of  J  Decree  Appeal  Will 
Come  Before  March  1 


Yorkes  Off  for  Memphis, 
Then  N.  O.  and  Florida 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Unless  unforeseen 
events  occur,  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice will  make  its  appeal  to  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  from  the  equity  de- 
cree before  March  1,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.  Spokesmen  for  the  De- 
partment indicated  that  a  decision  on 
the  defendants'  plea  for  decree 
changes  is  expected  within  a  week 
and  the  Government  appeal  will  be 
made  shortly  thereafter. 

Although  reports  persisted  here 
that  the  Government  would  drop  its 
demand  for  complete  divorcement, 
Department  spokesmen  insisted  this 
was  not  so.  Reports  had  stated  that 
the  Government  would  "modify"  its 
divorcement  demands  and  lean  more 
heavily  on  ban  on  cross-licensing  in 
its  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court. 


Argue  Hughes  "Outlaw" 
Dismissal  Plea  Jan.  29 


Counsel  for  Howard  Hughes  yes- 
terday filed  notice  that  they  will  ask 
the  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  to  dismiss 
four  defenses  which  contend  that 
New  York  City  License  Commission- 
er Benjamin  Fielding  and  Police 
Commissioner  Arthur  W.  Wallander 
are  legally  empowered  to  interfere 
with  the  showing  here  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  "The  Outlaw,"  starring 
Jane  Russell.  The  motion  is  sched- 
uled to  be  heard  Jan.  29  at  a  Special 
Term  here.  The  legality  of  the  city 
officials'  attempt  to  over-ride  state 
licensing  of  motion  pictures  is  the 
central  point  at  issue  in  the  Hughes' 
action. 


Cowdin  and  Blumberg 
Issued  "U"  Warrants 

Universal  Pictures  has  reported  to 
the  SEC  that  25,000  warrants  to 
purchase  its  common  stock  at  $10  a 
share  were  issued  in  December  to 
key  employes  and  officers.  They  in- 
cluded 5,000  warrants  each  to  J. 
Cheever  Cowdin,  chairman,  and  Nate 
J.  Blumberg,  president. 

Warrants  were  issued  under  the 
management  contracts  which  pro- 
vided for  issuance  of  75,000  warrants 
within  two  years  and  two  months 
from  November  3,  1945,  of  which 
25,000  had  been  issued  prior  to  Jan. 
31,  last.  Warrants  outstanding  as  of 
Dec.  31,  last  totalled  202,038. 


Para.  Execs,  to  Coast 
For  Production  Huddles 


Paramount  execs.,  headed  by 
Adolph  Zukor,  will  entrain  for  the 
Coast  tonight  for  studio  conferences 
on  domestic  and  foreign  production 
plans  next  week. 

Among  those  accompanying  Zukor 
to  Hollywood  will  be  Charles  M. 
Reagan,  George  Weltner,  Russell 
Holman,  Alan  Jackson,  Curtis  Mit- 
chell and  J.  E.  Perkins. 

Frank  Farley,  European  produc- 
tion rep.,  left  yesterday.  Barney 
Balaban  will  head  for  the  confer- 
ences from  Florida  on  Sunday. 


Emerson  Yorke,  executive  pro- 
ducer, Emerson  Yorke  Studio,  ac- 
companied by  Mrs.  Yorke  (Solita 
Palmer)  leaves  over  the  weekend  by 
plane  for  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  attend 
the  convention  of  Southern  States 
Secretaries  of  the  National  Tuber- 
culosis Association.  The  Yorke  Stu- 
dio's latest  NTA  production,  "A 
Message  from  Dorothy  Maynor," 
will  be  previewed  there  Monday 
night. 

Immediately  following,  Yorke 
leaves  for  New  Orleans  to  confer 
with  executives  of  the  Maison 
Blanche  Co.,  who  have  just  been 
granted  a  television  license  for  the 
New  Orleans  territory.  Thereafter, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yorke  depart  for  a 
Florida  vacation. 


ATC,  CSA  Denied  Rights 
As  Defendants  By  Court 

The  New  York  Federal  Court  yes- 
terday formalized  their  previous  de- 
nial of  the  right  of  ATA  and  CSA 
to  intervene  in  the  Government's 
equity  suit  by  an  order  which  denies 
the  position  of  both  organizations  as 
defendants  but  allows  them  to  file 
a  brief  as  amicus  curiae  and  be  heard 
on  settlement  of  the  decree. 

ATA  has  already  indicated  their 
intention  to  appeal  this  decision  and 
CSA  will  decide  on  its  action  at  a 
meeting  in  Atlanta  on  Feb.  10. 


Sam  Dembow,  Jr.,  Named 
Federal  Films  Sales  Rep. 

Boris  Morros  and  William  Le- 
Baron,  have  concluded  a  deal  where- 
by Sam  Dembow,  Jr.,  will  act  as  sales 
and  distribution  rep.  for  Federal 
Films,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  United  Artists  yesterday. 
Dembow,  who  recently  formed  Pro- 
ducers Service,  Inc.,  an  operating 
organization,  will  take  over  immedi- 
ately with  Federal's  first  release, 
"Carnegie  Hall." 


Ac/new,  Kusell  Returning 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Neil  Agnew,  SRO 
president,  and  Milton  Kusell,  general 
sales  manager,  left  here  by  Constel- 
lation for  New  York  following  six 
days  of  conferences  with  David  O. 
Selznick,  Daniel  T.  O'Shea,  E.  L. 
Scanlon  and  Paul  MacNamara  on 
sales  and  exhibition  policies  for 
"Duel  in  the  Sun." 


Mr.  Exhibitor:  Investigate | 
Filmack't  NEW  Pravue  Trail- , 
er  Service  before  signing  eny 
trailer  contracts.  Write,  wire ' 
or  phone  Filmock  1327  SJ 
WebesJi,  Oiicego  5,  10.  endi 
receive  full  derails. 


COminG  and  GOIflG 
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STEVE  BROIDY,  Allied  Artists  and  Monogrcr 
president,  leaves  for  Hollywood  tomorrow  vi 
the  Chief,  after  two  weeks  of  executive  con 
ferences    in   St.    Louis   and    New    York. 

JOHN  HERTZ,  JR,  board  chairman  of  Buchon 
an    &   Co.,    has   returned   from    Washington 

LYNN  MERRICK,  actress-wife  of  Conra 
Nagel,   is   in    town    from   the  West   Coast. 

DAVID  D.  HORNE,  assistant  treasurer  c 
Monogram  International  will  leave  Sunday  nigh 
for  Mexico  City   for  an   indefinite   period. 

WENDELL  COREY  will  fly  to  New  Yoi.  aie 
he  finishes  his  role  next  month  in  Hal  „„-li!| 
"I  Walk  Alone,"  to  attend  to  personal  bi 
ness  and  visit   relatives   in    Providence,  R.    I. 

EDWARD    L    HYMAN,   vice-president  of    Parol 
mount   Theaters   Service   Corp.,  and   JERRY   ZIG^ 
MOND,    Paramount   executive,    will    leave 
for  Cincinnati   to  confer  with  Jack  Keega 
eral   manager  of  the  Northio  Theater   Corp 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  M-G-M  v.-p.  and  ge 
eral  sales  manager,  leaves  for  the  Coast  Feb. 

LEON  J.  BAMBERGER,  RKO  sales  managei 
returns  to  town  today  after  attending  tl 
MPTOA  meeting  in  St.  Louis  and  the  ATO  co: 
vention   in   Pittsburgh. 

E.  T.  GOMERSALL,  assistant  to  William  t 
Scully,  U-l  v.-p.  and  general  sales  manage 
left  for  Detroit  yesterday  to  attend  the  funerc 
of   E.    C.    Beatty. 

MAX    ROTH,    PRC    Eastern    sales    manager, 
en    route    back    to    Chicago,    via    Albany,    whil 
JAMES      HENDEL,     district     manager,      has     re 
turned    to    Pittsburgh. 

KATINA  PAXINOU  left  New  York  yesterdo 
for    Hollywood. 

LOUIS  LIFTON,  Monogram  director  of  advei 
tising  and  publicity,  returns  to  the  Coast  froi 
New  York  over  the  week-end. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  M-G-M  vice-president  an 
director  of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploitc 
tion,  has  delayed  his  return  from  the  Coo 
until   tomorrow. 

H.  M.  RICHEY,  M-G-M  exhibitor  relatioi 
head,    returned    yesterday    from    St.    Louis. 

WILLIAM  G.  BRENNER,  head  of  M-G-M 
checking  department,  has  returned  from  a  tw( 
week    tour    of    Mideastern    exchanges 

WALTER  BROOKS,  assistant  to  H.  M.  Riche 
will    return   today  from    Pittsburgh 

VIVECA  LINDFORS,  who  arrives  in  New  Yoi 
today  by  plane  from  the  Coast  after  finishir 
WB's  "Night  Unto  Night,"  takes  off  Sundr 
via  Scandinavian  Airlines  for  Stockholm.  SI 
returns   from    Sweden    March   23 

BERNARD    R.    GOODMAN,   supervisor   of   Wa 
ner    Bros.'    exchanges,    leaves    Sunday    night    f' 
Dallas,    his   first   stop   on   a   tour   of   branches 
the  South  and  West. 

FORTUNIA    BONANOVA    will    do    a    p.a.    toi 
with     "Fiesta,"      Esther     Williams'      picture 
which    he   appears,    in    Mexico   City,    Dallas,   St 
Antonio   and    New   Orleans. 

ARTHUR  LUBIN  will  go  to  New  Orleans  f 
Mardi  Gras  to  receive  the  annual  award  of  tl 
National   Jazz    Foundation. 

JOSEPH  MISKINIS,  owner  of  an  independei 
Detroit  circuit,  is  driving  to  Florida  to  spend  tl- 
Winter. 

MARTIN  LEWIS  is  in  Hollywood  on  an  eigh 
week  commission  to  paint  six  portraits  whii 
will  be  used  in  RKO  Radio's  picturization 
"Mourning    Becomes    Electra." 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Enterprise  president,  r 
mains  in  New  York  until  a  week  from  tomorrt 
when    he   returns  to   Hollywood. 

ART  ANDERSON,  Minneapolis  branch  mam 
ger  for  Warners,  has  left  on  a  two-month  vaa 
tion    in    the  South  and   Mexico. 

DUKE  HICKEY,  of  the  MPAA,  is  on  an  e: 
tended    Western   trip. 


CINEMATOGRAPHER 

Nationally  known  industrial  concern 
located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  re- 
quires man  experienced  in  industrial 
documentary  film  work.  Must  have 
thorough  knowledge  of  film  cutting, 
script  planning,  and  silent  16  mm. 
color  equipment.  No  dark  room  work. 
Some  travel.  Give  complete  experience, 
information  and   salary  required. 

POST    OFFICE    BOX   No.    360 
LOUISVILLE  KENTUCKY 
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einstock  Heads  Pix 
mpaign  for  NCCJ 

,  avid  Weinstock,  president  of  the 
L'bond  Theaters,  heads  the  indus- 
II  division  in  the  drive  of  the  Na- 
tional Conference 
of  Christians  and 
Jews. 

Of  the  $2,000,- 
000  the  NCCJ 
hopes  to  raise  na- 
tionally by  the 
end  of  Brother- 
hood Week  (Feb. 
16-23),  Weinstock 
believes  that  film 
workers  from 
office  boys  to  com- 
pany heads  in  the 
metropolitan  area 
will  meet  the 
local  industry 

quota  of  $100,000. 
*V,D  WEINSTOCK  Max    £    c^ 

ional  co-chairman  of  National 
,)therhood  Week,  and  Weinstock, 
'jterday  urged  ITOA  members  at 

neeting  in  the  Hotel  Astor,  to 
n>port     Brotherhood     Week     both 

rally  and  financially. 


eveland  MPA  Re-elects 
hwartz  and  Associates 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
n-etary  George  W.  Erdmann  for 
"1st  term  and  Treasurer  James  E. 
pville  for  a  fifth  term. 
Elected  to  board  trustees  were 
Ties  E.  Scoville,  Ted  Vermes,  Hen- 
\  Barden,  May  Lefkowich,  Edward 
Bier,  Frank  Gross  and  Frank  Por- 
;inski. 

,3ill  introduced  into  the  state  leg- 
iture  for  repeal  of  the  state  three 
~  cent  amusement  tax  was  dis- 
used at  the  business  meeting, 
ich  was  preceded  by  buffet  lunch 
■  members  and  guests,  including 
1  Veeck,  law  director  Lee  Howley, 
,.te  Senator  Emil  Bartunek,  Judge 
muel  Silbert,  Judge  D.  E.   Clark. 

. 

!»rrection 

Beadline  of  Washington  dispatch 
Wednesday  to  the  effect  that  the 
DAA  will  file  a  brief  refuting 
arges  that  U.  S.  pix  are  not  ac- 
otable  abroad  inferred  those 
arges  were  voiced  by  the  State 
I  partment's  Will  Clayton.  Actu- 
y,  they  were  voiced  by  the  De- 
rtment's   William  Benton. 

a 


•EM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIIIGS  TO: 


Jan.  24 
Jack    lu$tberg  Paul    Fejas 

Vera  Zorina  A.  Zuelch 

Earle  W.  Sweigert 
Jan.  25 
Nat  Levy  Abraham  Schreiber 

Alan   F.  Cummings 
Jan.  26      • 
Joan   Leslie  Abe   Meyer 

Ralph  R.  Martin  Norman   Burnstine 

Anne  Jeffreys 
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Friday's  Fadeout 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Budd  Getschel,  ex-FTLM  DAILY  staffer  and 
former  member  of  the  plans  board  and  copy  chief  for  Blaine  Thompson, 
has  joined  Stuart  Bart  Advertising  as  vice-president  in  charge  of  creative 
departments.  ...  •  The  Army  brought  its  "Operations  Curtain  Call" 
to  an  end  yesterday  when  the  transport  Showboat,  with  200  USO-Camp 
Shows  performers  returning  from  Europe  aboard,  tied  up  at  Staten 
Island.  ...  •  Dave  Siegel,  Triumph  Pictures  prexy.  has  purchased  pix 
rights  to  Frank  Gruber's  "The  Whispering  Master"  which  Rinehart  is 
publishing  for  $25,000  plus  percentage.   ...     •  Philly   City  Council's 

crystal   ball    is    unreliable Council    expected    the    amusement    tax 

to  yield  $6,200,000  in  1946,  but  total  collection  only  hit  $3,284,669.  .  .  . 

•  Word-o'-mouth    pluggin' — aside    from    the    pic's    excellence — is    the 

reason  why  "Best  Years"  is  packin'  'em  in  at  the  Astor Guys  in 

the  know  insist  that  critical  rave  notices  are  only  a  small  factor  in 
the  film's  publicity,  comparin'  the  mouth-to-ear  pluggin'  of  the  Goldwyn 
magnum  opus  to  "Walk  in  the  Sun,"  which  went  over  locally  because 
John  Q.  Public  has  the  uncanny  ability  of  smelling  out  the  good  ones, 
as  well  as  the  others 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  "FILMS  UNDER  FIRE":  Fifi  Starr  has  launched  a  new  pro- 
gram, "Films  Under  Fire"  over  WINS Chief  object,  says  Miss  Starr 

(who  is  producing)  is  to  permit  intelligent  discussion  of  the  movies  by 

persons  whose  opinion  is   respected  and  authoritated Miss   Starr, 

each  week,  will  chose  for  discussion  a  film  that  is  important  and  of  in- 
terest, either  for  its  excellence,  its  subject  matter,  novelty,  success  or 
disappointment,    and    two    critics    will    discuss    the    film    from    opposite 

viewpoints Participating  in  the  programs,   as  well,  will  be  a  film 

company  representative  and  one  other  person  not  in  the  profession,  who 
will  represent  the  public 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  PERSONAL  TOUCH:  L.  C.  Griffith,  who  suffered  a 
stroke  in  Oklahoma  City  last  Fall,  is  convalescing  at  his  home  in  San 
Antonio.  ...  •  E.  C.  Rhoden,  president  of  Fox  Midwest,  has  been 
drafted  to  head  a  Kansas  City  campaign  in  behalf  of  a  school  bond 
proposal  which  goes  to  the  voters  in  the  Spring.  ...  O  Mort  Freed- 
good  has  resigned  from  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization  to  concentrate 

on  fiction  writing Mori's  Good  Housekeeping  serial,  written  under 

the  pseudonym  of  John  Godey  will  be  a  Doubleday  Spring  novel 

Sheridan  House  in  the  Spring  will  also  publish  a  historical  novel  by 
Freedgood.  ...  •  J.  U.  McCormick,  operating  the  Lakeland  (Fla.) 
Roxy,  and  the  Missus  have  just  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anni- 
versary  McCormick  at  one  time  owned  the  Carolina  Theaters  Sup- 
ply Co.  in  Charlotte.  ...  •  Hal  Roach  has  been  added  to  the  board 
of  directors   of  the  Humor  Hall   of   Fame,   sponsored  by  the   National 

Laugh  Week  Foundation Deadline  for  nominations  for  the  Humor 

Hall  is  Jan.  31,  with  1,000  editors  and  theatrical  historians  scheduled 
to  elect  10  all-time,  all-American  comics  and  humorists.  ...  •  Michael 
O'Shea  will  be  the  grand  marshal  of  the  Phoenix,  Ariz..  Rodeo,  come 
April.  ...     •   Friends  are  congratulating  the  Douglas  Days  upon  the 

birth  of  a  baby   girl The  lassie    weighed  in   at   six  pounds  nine 

ounces Mother  and  daughter  are  doing  fine  at  the  Woman's  Hos- 
pital   Daddy  is  account  exec,  with  Buchanan  &   Co.,  industry  ad 

agency.  ...     •   Lt.  Col.  E.  C.  Schmalzreidt  has  joined  lam  Handy's  pro- 

"gram  planning  staff.  ...  •  Alois  Havrilla,  newsreel  commentator,  has 
joined  Station  WPAT  as  featured  emcee  on  his  own  recorded  musical 
show.  ...  •  Paul  H.  Mans  and  Don  F.  O'Reilly,  Twin  Cities  theater- 
men,  and  an  associate,  Ray  L.  Ives,  have  purchased  the  Kirch  &  Gillis 
cafe   and  nite  club  in  St.  Paul.   .  .  . 


Mitchell  Revamps 
Promotional  Setup 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tor  of  special  events,  also  moves  up 
to  the  newly  created  post  of  co-or- 
dinator  of  publicity  and  exploitation 
activities  and  also  will  head  a  serv- 
ice dept.  which  will  handle  all  re- 
search work  and  conduct  the  physical 
operation  of  the  publicity-exploita- 
tion depts. 

Under  Mitchell's  new  setup.  Para. 
publicity  services  will  be  conducted 
by  Odell's  new  dept.,  hy  the  mag- 
azine dept.,  headed  by  Aileen  Brenon 
and  by  the  radio  dept.,  headed  by 
Burt  Champion  in  the  East  and  Mar- 
tin Lewis  on  the  Coast.  To  these  has 
been  added  a  photo  dept.  managed 
by  Rex  Taylor,  who  formerly  bore 
the  title  of  Eastern  pictorial  co-or- 
dinator.  Taylor  will  service  all  de- 
partments under  Mitchell's  jurisdic- 
tion. Assistant  manager  of  the  uhoto 
dept.  under  Taylor  will  be  Ed"  Sul- 
livan. 

D.  John  Phillips  continues  as 
shorts  publicity  director  with  Joseph 
Callahan  as  assistant.  Milton  Mohr 
remains  in  charge  of  syndicates, 
Louis  Pelegrine  of  the  trade  press, 
and  Fred  Hodgson  continues  as  pub- 
licity writer.  All  three  will  work 
under  Odell's  supervision. 

Under  Miss  Brenon  will  work  Mar- 
jorie  Kane,  who  handles  fan  mag- 
azines; Edith  Stone,  who  services  the 
miscellaneous  publications,  and 
Peggy  Fewer,  who  will  serve  the 
magazine  department  in  an  over-all 
capacity. 

Loew's  Quarterly  Net 
Income  At  $3,650,976 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
86  cents  a  share  for  the  correspond- 
ing 12  weeks  the  previous  year. 

The  gross  sales  and  operating  rev- 
enues for  the  12  weeks  were  es- 
timated at  $41,460,000,  compared 
with  $41,710,000  for  the  same  period 
last  year. 

Reserves  for  contingencies  for  the 
1946  quarter  were  $450,000  and 
$907,131,  respectively,  as  compared 
with  $900,000  and  $913,304  in  the  cor- 
responding 1945  period.  Reserves  for 
Federal  taxes  in  the  1946  quarter 
hit  $2,075,748  as  against  $3,131,612 
in  the  corresponding  1945  12  weeks. 


SICK  LIST 


WILLARD  MUNSON,  poster  clerk,  Na- 
tional Screen  Service  Corp.,  Indianapolis,  is 
in  Methodist  Hospital  for  a  hernia  operation. 

FRANK  WETSMAN,  partner  in  Wisper 
&  Wetsman  Theaters,  Detroit,  hospitalized 
for  a  general  checkup. 

CLIFFORD  ROEBUCK,  manager  of  the 
Virginia  Park  Theater,  Detroit,  is  entering 
a  hospital  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  for  a  30-day 
rest. 

BERT  WILLOUGHBY,  Ideal  Pictures 
prexy,  is  in  the  Glendale  Hospital,  Glendale, 
Calif. 


THE  NATION'S 


New  York  Film  Critics 


THE  BEST  YEARS 
OF  OUR  LIVES 
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MARCH   OF   DIMES 
MOTION   PICTURE   DRIVE 
JANUARY  24th.30H1 


tarring   MYRNA  LOY  •  FREDRIC  MARCH  •  DANA  ANDREW! 

Directed  by     WILLIAM  WYLER   •  Sc.ee.ploy  by  ROBERT  E.  $HERW( 


1 


ARE  GIVING  IT  THEIR 


a>Ke£ 


a, 


Pff/ZEWMEff 


atffe 


WX-OFffCE 


fott 


H-  lrJIP 


kJ% 


nom  a  Novel  by  MacKINLAY  KANTOR    •    Director  of  Photography  GREGG  TOLAND 


Released  thru 
RKO  Radio  Pictures* 
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Eastern  PIC  Elects 
Schlatter  Chairman 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
ecutive   secretary  of   the  committee 
yesterday. 

Schlaifer  Leaves  for 
Studio  Ad  Conferences 

Charles  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  director, 
leaves  today  for  the  Coast  where  he 
will  confer  with  President  Spyros  P. 
Skouras,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and  Harry 
Brand  on  advertising  plans  for  sev- 
eral of  the  company's  forthcoming 
pictures.  He  will  be  accompanied  by 
Louis  Shanfield,  art  director,  who 
will  join  the  discusion  on  the  special 
art  to  be  created  for  the  "Forever 
Amber"  advertising  campaign. 

Schlaifer  will  remain  at  the  studio 
one  week  and  on  his  return  trip  to 
New  York  he  will  stop  off  at  San 
Francisco,  Salt  Lake  City  and  Den- 
ver to  hold  meetings  with  the  com- 
pany's field  exploitation  men  and 
confer  with  leading  exhibs.  in  the 
territory  on  local  advertising  plans. 

Momcmd  Decision  Reserved 

Boston  —  Federal  Judge  J.  Wyzan- 
ski  reserved  decision  here  today  on 
defense  motion  for  reduction  of  dam- 
ages awarded  A.  B.  Momand,  Okla- 
homa theater  operator,  in  his  anti- 
trust suit  against  the  majors. 


E-JL  Salesmen  Tote 
16mm.  Him  Samples 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Portable  16mm.  pro- 
jection machines  will  become  part 
of  Eagle-Lion  salesmen's  equipment. 
The  vendors  of  film  will  carry  key 
sequences  of  the  company's  various 
products  about  as  they  make  their 
calls.  The  entire  equipment  weighs 
about  26  pounds.  Initial  product  to 
be  displayed  in  this  manner  will  be 
"Repeat  Performance."  The  new 
idea  will  be  applied  to  operations 
in  the  company's  36  field  offices. 


7,000  Houses  Start 
"Dimes"  Collections 

(Continued   from   Page    1) 

aters  throughout  the  country  during 
March  of  Dimes  Week,  which  opens 
today  and  extends  through  Jan.  30. 
Jensen  called  particular  attention 
to  the  valuable  efforts  of  exhibitors, 
distributors  and  publicity  men.  Of 
the  last  group,  he  cited  Ralph  Ra- 
venscroft,  Frank  La  Falce,  Emery 
Austin,  Al  Winston,  Arnold  Van 
Leer,  J.  0.  Brooks,  Gene  Gaudette, 
Irving  Waterstreet,  Edward  Fisher, 
Henry  Howard,  Jimmie  Gillespie, 
Willard  Coughlan,  M.  L.  Plessner  and 
Gene  Rich. 


THE  W0ED 
IS 

AROUND 


IS 

BEGUILING/ 
BEWITCHING/ 
BEDEVILLING/ 


Watch  for  WORLD  PREMIERES,  JAN.  29th 
at  Pennsylvania's  State  Capital,  Senate 
Theatre,  Harrisburg,  and  Astor  Theatre, 
Reading, 


Detroit  Funeral  Rites 
Today  for  E.  C.  Beatty 
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officiating.      Burial   will    be    in    the 
White  Chapel  Masoleum. 

Honorary  pall  bearers  will  be: 
Earl  Hudson,  Detroit;  Monty  Gow- 
thorpe,  New  York;  Austin  Keough, 
New  York;  Maj.  Leslie  Thompson, 
New  York;  L.  E.  Gordon,  Battle 
Creek;  Edward  Ellsworth,  Lansing; 
Al  Zimmerman,  Detroit;  H.  Leight- 
ner,  Detroit;  F.  O'Brien,  Detroit;  M. 
H.  Starr,  Detroit;  G.  W.  Trendle, 
Detroit;  B.  Schumaker,  Detroit;  W. 
P.  Burke,  Detroit;  Miles  Wyman, 
Detroit;  Wm.  A.  Ruble,  Lansing, 
Howard  Michelson,  Lansing;  Noe 
Denniston,  Monroe;  Henry  Carley, 
Holland;  Allen  Johnson,  Grand  Rap- 
ids; P.  Schram,  Kalamazoo;  Paul 
Schlossman,  Muskegon;  F.  Butter- 
field,  Lansing,  and  Robert  Newman, 
Sturgis. 

Active  pall  bearers  will  include: 
Arthur  Koskie,  Jack  Kull,  Jack 
Haynes,  Robert  Misch,  K.  F.  An- 
derson, Paul  Seippel,  Lloyd  Marlette 
and  Lyle  Smith. 

The  active  pall  bearers  are  depart- 
ment heads  of  the  Butterfield  The- 
aters organization  here. 


ITOA  Gives  Unanimous 
Approval  to  Pic  Forum 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
advocated  that  all  other  regional  and 
national  exhibitor  groups  formulate 
plans  for  an  all-industry  conference 
at  which  reps,  from  production,  dis- 
tribution and  exhibition  would  thresh 
matters  out  within  the  industrv  it- 
self. Thus,  genuine  co-operation 
would  end  suicidal  litigation,  Brandt 
stressed. 

ITOA  passed  the  resolution  in 
which  members  agreed  to  display 
the  "No  Help  Wanted"  trailer  spon- 
sored by  the  Veterans  Employment 
Service  and  the  American  Legion. 
Sponsors  hope  to  arouse  the  public 
interest  in  stimulating  employment 
of  disabled  war  veterans. 

VES  has  alreadv  arranged  for  the 
distribution  of  these  trailers  to  ITO 
theaters  in  New  York  and  New 
Jersey. 


Foreign  Situation,  Strike 
Aired  at  MPAA  Staff  Meet 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
before  the  Committee  for  Reciprocity 
Information  here  on  Feb.  6. 

Attending  the  meeting  from 
MPAA's  New  York  office  were 
Francis  S.  Harmon,  George  Borth- 
wick.  Gerald  Mayer  and  Theodore 
Smith. 

Johnston  leaves  today  for  Roches- 
ter, where  he  will  speak  before  the 
Rochester  Chamber  of  Commerce  on 
Monday.  He  will  touch  on  motion 
pictures  in  his  address,  his  aides 
said. 


Philip  L.  Kaplan  Dead 

Detroit — Philip  Louis  Kaplan,  head 
of  Theatrical  Advertising  Co.  for 
about  30  years,  is  dead. 


REVIEWS; 

"Boomerang" 

with    Dana   Andrews,   Jane  Wyatt 
20th -Fox  88  Mir: 

THIS  IS  REAL  STUFF  BASED  ON  AC ! 
TUAL  CASE.  MOUNTS  TO  FINE  CLIMAX 
BUY  IT. 

At   the   outset  the  audience   is   told   thi 
is  a  true  re-enactment  of  a  real  life   -""se 
It  actually  happened  a  number  of  ye/-   a 
and    today    remains    on    the    books    or-r'.n 
Connecticut   police,   an   unsolved    murder. 

The    inference    of    the    title    concerns 
prosecuting  state's  attorney  who  proved  th 
man  he  was  supposed  to  send  up  was  quit 
innocent  of  murder  and  could   not  possibl 
have  done  it. 

Louis  de  Rochemont  produced  "Bo'mer 
ang"  in  the  realistic  manner  of  his  pas 
performances.  He  has  used  players  judici 
ously.  The  support  consists  almost  entirel 
of  real  people  in  real  locations  who  neve 
before  appeared  in  frrnt  of  a  camera. 

The  lead  players,  Dana  Andrews.  Mis 
Wyatt,  Lee  J.  Cobb  and  Sam  Levene  pla 
straight  for  the  most  part  and  point  thei 
performances  to  commendable  levels  of  un 
derplaying.  The  people  who  assist  do  thei 
stuff  well,  too. 

As  an  entertainment  offering,  "Boomer 
ang"  shruld  give  a  fine  account  of  itsel 
when  the  machinery  of  information-press 
lip  and  otherwise  is  set  in  motion.  It  is  . 
film  that  stands  to  catch  on  and  shortl' 
thereafter  slips  into  high  gear  for  favorable 
returns  and  high  satisfaction  to  the  spec 
tator. 

Already  there  is  a  ready-made  audienct 
in  the  few  million  readers  of  the  Reader' 
Digest  article  by  Anthrny  Abbot  whicl 
forms  the  basis  of  the  scenario. 

Plot    commences    with    the    slaying    of  . 
minister.  Later  the  local  police  have  a  har< 
time,  tormented  by  the  press  and  schemin;1 
politicians    who    seek    office.    At    length 
suspect   is   taken   in   Ohio   and    brought    t( 
trial. 

DANA  ANDREWS  as  the  prosecutor  iij 
net  convinced  Arthur  Kennedy  did  it  ant 
in  court  he  proves  this.  How  it  is  done 
what  he  does,  lines  of  questioning,  clues 
exhibits,  witnesses  and  the  legal  like  wil 
not  be  revealed  here.  They  are  shrewdly 
presented.  The  climax  is  tense,  gripping. 

It's  a  good  show  all  the  way. 

CAST:     Dana    Andrews,    Jane    Wyatt,    Lee    J.; 
Cobb,     Arthur     Kennedy,     Sam     Levene,     Taylo 
Holmes,    Robert    Keith,    Ed    Begley,    Leona    Rob; 
erts,    Philip    Coolidge. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Louis  de  Rochemont;  Di 
rector,  Elia  Kazan;  Screenplay  by  Richard  Mur 
phy  based  on  a  Reader's  Digest  article  by  An 
thony  Abbot;  Cameraman.  Norbert  Brod'ne;  &t 
Direction,  Richard  Day,  Chester  Gore;  Spt  Dec 
orations,  Thomas  Little;  Film  Editor,  Harmoi 
Jones;  Sound,  Roger  Heman;  Music,  David  But|[ 
toloh:   Musical   Direction,   Alfred   Newman. 

DIRECTION,     Fine  PHOTOGRAPHY,     Firs* 

Rate. 

Hyndman  Installs  Ryder 
As  New  SMPE  President 


New  president,  Loren  Ryder,  o: 
the  Society  of  Motion  Picture  Engi 
neers,  was  installed  in  office  yester 
day,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Society' 
board  of  governors,  by  Donald  E 
Hyndman,  outgoing  president. 

Formerly  executive  vice-presiden 
of  SMPE,  Ryder  was  upped  to  pres 
idency  at  the  Society's  October  meet 
ing  in  Hollywood.  He  will  serve  t< 
Jan.   1,  1949. 


si  -(day,  January  24, 1947 
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»ew  Reports  Net 
($18,691,533 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 
income  of  partly  owned  corpor- 
is. Net  transferred  to  surplus  is 
!, 958,945. 

Corresponding  net  income  for  the 

tadous  fiscal  year  was  $13,199,925, 

Ijuvalent     to     $2.61     on     5,055,327 

H?k**lk  then    outstanding.     This    in- 

I  $286,556,    Loew's    portion    of 

Wet     undistributed     income     of 

rtly     owned     corporations.      Net 

nsferred  to  surplus  was  $12,913,- 

(4,  equivalent  to  $2.55  per  share. 

Assets  Up  to  $127,830,012 
Total  current  and  working  assets 
,'Aug.  31  last,  aggregated  $127,830,- 
;>  against  $120,835,889  the  year 
/ore,  while  total  current  liabilities 
are  $30,844,315  against  $28,868,487. 
"Consolidated  profit  and  loss  state- 
nt  for  the  fiscal  year  shows  total 
mating  revenues  of  $188,476,317.- 
including  $181,669,541.61  rep- 
.t  .enting  theater  receipts,  rentals 
p  sales  of  films  and  accessories, 
j  488,314.55  rent  income  and  $3,- 
3,461.53  miscellaneous  income, 
j  Operating  and  general  expenses 
h  reported  at  $140,993,147,  with 
!  s  allocation: 

Theater  and  office  buildings,  in- 
iding  film  rental  expense,  $53,275,- 
.2.03;  distribution  and  other  film 
Vision  expenses,  $18,965,148.68; 
lortization  and  write-off  of  film 
kts,  $59,443,388.23;  film  advertis- 
g  accessories,  $642,725.69;  outside 
oducers'  share  of  film  rentals,  $3,- 
6,498.88;  general  and  administra- 
te, $2,372,587.76;  contributions  to 
iployes'  retirement  plan,  $3,157,- 
6.05. 

Federal  income  taxes  are  reported 
$9,832,083.13    and    excess    profits 
xes  at  $3,097,544.08. 

$95,351,442  Earned  Surplus 
,  Consolidated  earned  surplus  ac- 
.  unt  shows  a  balance  on  Aug.  31 
,st,  of  $95,351,442.64  as  against 
■5,641,085.67  on  Sept.  1,  1945. 
Consolidated  balance  sheet  as  of 
ug.  31  last,  lists  these  inventories 
cost: 

Film  productions  in  process,  $46,- 
.5,780.25;  film  productions  com- 
eted  —  not  released,  $9,489,143.64; 
m  productions  released,  less  amor- 
zation,  $19,489,440.65;  books  and 
ghts,    $6,048,800.54;    film   advertis- 
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EDDII10  BELLS 


Biggs-Ruckmcm 

I  Columbus,  O. — Barbara  Biggs,  of- 
jice  assistant  at  Loew's  Ohio,  is  en- 
aged  to  Richard  James  Ruckman. 
;'he  wedding  will  take  place  in  early 
pring. 


Whiteman-Greenwald 

\  Cleveland,  O. — Wedding  bells  will 
ling  Feb.  9  for  Dorothy  Whiteman, 
xepublic  receptionist,  and  Frank 
Jreenwald,  projectionist  at  the  Sun 
Cheater. 


IN  NEW  INDUSTRY  POSTS 


WILL  STUDDERT,  manager,  B  &  K  Tivoli  The- 
ater, Chicago. 

NORVAL  PACKWOOD,  co-manager,  Southtown 
Theater,  Chicago. 

SI    LAX,   country  sales.   Monogram,    Chicago. 

DAVIS  ALEXANDER,  from  manager.  State  The- 
ater, Cedar  Rapids,  la.,  to  accounting  de- 
partment,  Tri-States'   home   office. 

VERNON  D.  KINKEAD,  from  assistant,  Para- 
mount, Cedar  Rapids,  to  manager.  State 
Theater,  Cedar   Rapids. 

ROBERT  R.  KENNEY,  assistant  manager.  Para- 
mount,  Cedar   Rapids. 

FRANCIS  C.  GILLON,  manager  of  Paramount 
Theater,  Cedar  Rapids,  named  in  addi- 
tion, city  manager  for  Tri-States  in  Cedar 
Rapids. 


WALTER  S.  SMITH,  manager.  Crest  Theater, 
Long  Beach,  Calif. 

PHIL    SPIEGEL,    Warners    sales    staff,    Buffalo. 

RICHARD  STEPHENS,  Warner  field  rep.,  San 
Francisco. 

RAY  L.  DANIELS,  from  city  manager,  E.  M. 
Loew's,  Providence,  to  manager,  E.  M. 
Loew's  Royal,  in  home  town  of  Worcester, 
Mass. 

SUMNER  MYERSON,  Boston  district  manager, 
E.  M.  Loew's,  absorbing  Providence  dis- 
trict. 

JOHN  PENROD,  relief  manager,  Newman  The- 
ater  circuit,    Detroit. 

MAURICE  BARKER,  manager,  the  Missouri  The- 
ater,  Carrollton,   Mo. 


2%  State  Retail  Sales 
Tax  Measure  in  N.  Y. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
property  and  utilities,  and  provides 
the  State  Comptroller  shall  dis- 
tribute the  revenue  on  the  basis  of 
population.  Fifty  per  cent,  it  is  pro- 
vided, shall  be  used  for  educational 
purposes,  the  balance  for  retirement 
of  bonds,  sinking  funds  therefore  and 
to  reduce  real  estate  taxes. 

The  bill  exempts  foods,  drugs, 
medicines,  eyeglasses  sold  on  phy- 
sician's prescription,  newspapers, 
cigarets,  supplies  for  foreign  ship- 
ping and  building  supplies. 


2  "Bedelia"  Endings  Suit 
British  and  U.  S.  Critics 


"Bedelia,"  first  British  pic  specifi- 
cally made  for  U.  S.  market,  was 
screened  yesterday  lor  the  press. 
Film  is  U.  S.  story  transplanted  to 
British  locale  based  on  novel  by  Vera 
Caspary.  I.  G.  Goldsmith,  producer, 
following  showing,  explained  it  was 
necessary  to  make  a  special  ending 
for  U.  S.  audiences  after  London 
office  of  MPA  nixed  original  form. 
Submitting  British  version  to  Holly- 
wood MPA  office,  Goldsmith  said  it 
was  okayed.  Following  Coast  screen- 
ing to  critics  and  press  he  found 
they  preferred  remake  version. 


ing  accessories,   $169,936.89;   mater- 
ials and  supplies,  $1,564,246.65. 

Net  assets  in  Continental  Europe 
are  reported  at  $649,097.69.  It  is 
noted  that  there  is  $138,032  due  from 
the  Conservator  of  the  Yokohama 
Specie  Bank,  Ltd.,  in  San  Francisco. 

Of  the  $105,220,269  fixed  assets  on 
Aug.  31  last,  land  acounted  for  $33,- 
152,861.92,  buildings  and  equipment, 
$67,000,112.21  and  leaseholds  $'5,- 
067,295.22. 

$5,481,586  Cash  Abroad 

Footnotes  to  the  annual  report 
show  that  Loew's  on  Aug.  31  last 
had  $5,481,586  cash  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, that  the  amortization  table  re- 
mains unchanged  and  that  in  the 
opinion  of  company  counsel,  Federal 
excess  profits  taxes  do  not  apply  to 
income  of  a  subsidiarv  distributing 
films  to  all  foreign  countries  except 
Canada  and  that  therefore  provision 
has  only  been  made  for  income  taxes 
on  such  income. 


Elliott  Roosevelt  Speaks 
At  Operators'  Meeting 


Elliott  Roosevelt  addressed  a 
special  membership  meeting  of  Local 
306,  Motion  Picture  Machine  Oper- 
ators Union,  at  Palm  Garden  last 
night  at  midnight. 

Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  president,  at 
the  same  meeting,  received  an 
honorary  gold  membership  card  as 
a  testimonial  to  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  exhibitors  and  the  union. 

In  addition,  the  following  were 
present:  Mrs.  Anna  Rosenberg,  Ben- 
jamin Fielding,  Samuel  Wolchok, 
David  Dubinsky,  Alex  Rose,  Henry 
Uvillier. 


Cop's  Badge  Intended 
Only  for  Legal  Use 

(Continued    from   Page    1) 

thorities  had  no  intention  of  per- 
mitting cops  to  enter  for  other  than 
legal  purposes. 

The  statement  concluded: 
"It  may  be  stated  that  no  peace 
officer  will  visit  any  theater,  includ- 
ing the  Rialto  Theater,  on  the  pre- 
sumption that  a  badge  of  authority 
permits  free  picture  show  attend- 
ance. It  is  felt  that  all  concerned 
are  satisfied  with  the  contemplated 
formula." 

Guthrie  Crowe,  president  of  the 
Kentucky  MPOA  who  was  present 
when  the  case  was  dismissed,  termed 
the  agreement  "satisfactory." 


UA  Will  Get  Navy's 
Achievement  Certificate 


UA  has  been  honored  with  a  cer- 
tificate of  achievement  from  the 
Bureau  of  Naval  Personnel  in  recog- 
nition of  outstanding  services  ren- 
dered to  Navy  men  during  World 
War  II.  Presentation  will  be  made 
at  the  U.  S.  Naval  Motion  Picture 
Exchange  in  Brooklyn  during  the 
week  of  Feb.  3  with  high-ranking 
Navy  dignitaries  in  attendance. 


THE  WORLD'S  FIRST  PRE-FASHIONED  THEATRE!  •  Pre-designed,  pre-styled,  and  built  with  tomorrow's 
techniques,  the  Crest  is  an  accomplished  fact.  First  of  the  many  that  can  be  fashioned  in  the  future  with  production 
line  techniques  and  economy,  it  is  a  theatre  of  many  wonders.  •  All  steel  frame;  fibreglass  wall  panels;  earthquake- 
proof;  fireproof;  orthoscope  projection;  curtains  of  spun  glass;  transvox  sound;  galbestos  roof;  television  tower;  plastic 
light  coves;  air-cooled  davenports;  germ-proofed  air;  no-glare  lighting;  snap-on  decorations;  prefabricated  projection 
booth  panel.   •   These,  and  many  other  revofut/onary  features,  stamp  it  as  the  Theatre  of  The  Future. 
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Equipment 
Maintenance 
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IfllMDA  PICTURE  inDUSTRV  OUTLOOK  BRIGHT 

Labor  and  Equip.  Blocks  Stymie  Rug  Making 


Vicious  Circle"  in  Mills 
nd  Allied  Industries 
locks  Top  Rug  Production 


A  vicious  circle  in  the  labor  prob- 
es of  the  carpet  industry  has  com- 
aed  to  keep  production  at  a  spot 
insiderably  less  than  full  potential, 
dustry  leaders  have  announced, 
arcity  of  workers  prevails  not  only 
the  mills,  but  in  related  indus- 
ies  as  well.  It  is  feared  that  the 
er-all  result  may  prevent  the  floor 
vering  industry  from  reaching  peak 
oduction  until  well  into  the  year. 
Within  the  mills  there  exists  an 
ute  shortage  of  well-qualified  de- 
fers, manufacturers  say.  Al- 
ough  some  women  are  being 
ained  for  the  work,  results  have 
oven  slow  and  other  employes  are 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


eade  Managers  Plan 
heater  Improvement 


Extensive  renovation  plans  are  be- 
g  shaped  up  for  the  Walter  Reade 
i-cuit,  following  the  regular  month- 
meeting  attended  by  circuit's  city 
anagers.  For  the  past  several 
eeks,  it  was  announced,  a  survey  of 
e  circuit's  requirements  had  been 
ling  on,  with  managers  submitting 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


roldE  Rotachrome  Spot 
lives  Six  Color  Changes 

Chicago  —  GoldE  Manufacturing 

i).  is  presenting  a  new  Rotachrome 

otlight  for  uses   in   theaters,   dis- 

ays,      exhibits,      with      internally- 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


V.  Z.  Candy  Outfit  to 
Acquire  Ranh  Spots 

Wellington,  N.  Z.  (By  Air  Mail) 
A  company  known  as  Nibble  Nooks, 
Ltd.  has  been  formed  here  with  a 
capital  of  £100,000,  with  sharehold- 
ers being  all  theater  circuit  people. 
Objects  are  understood  to  be  to 
take  over  the  soft  drink  and  con- 
fectionary shops  in  the  theater 
buildings  now  controlled  by  the 
Rank-Kerridge  Odeon  circuit. 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


I  N  Crystal  City,  Mo.,  finishing  touches  are 
■  being  given  to  the  new  750-seat  motion 
picture  theater  erected  by  the  Dickson  & 
Adams  interests  who  also  operate  the  city's 
Roxy,  a  600-seater.  .  .  .  New  house  is  due 
for  grand  opening  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 
.  .  .  Tilden  Dickson  returned  recently  from 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  to  arrange  for  films  and 
other  final  details  in  connection  with  the 
opening  of  the  new  theater.  ...  •  The 
Kansas,  in  Kansas,  III.,  a  200-seater,  was 
destroyed  by  fire.  .  .  .  House  was  owned  by 
M.  W.  Jessup.  .  .  .  Plans  for  rebuilding  are 
under  consideration.  .  .  .  •  Final  plans  for 
construction  of  the  Hopkins  Center  building, 
at  Dartmouth  College,  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  in- 
clude a  large  auditorium  for  movies,  plays, 
grand     opera,     and     radio     network    shows 


emanating  from  the  college.  .  .  .  Hall  will 
even  be  large  enough  for  "lectures  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,1'  it  was  re- 
ported. ...  •  In  Chicago,  General  Cam- 
era Co.  has  opened  a  wholesale  distribut- 
ing office  and  warehouse,  on  No.  Western 
Ave. 

DOB  ENGEL,  sales  manager  of  DeVry 
"  Corp.,  Chicago,  and  Bob  Branner 
will  represent  the  company  at  the 
Cleveland  Photo  Finishers  convention 
and  exposition,  Teh.  10-14.  ...  0 
National  Intercommunications  System 
have  opened  Chicago  offices.  .  .  .  •  Dr. 
Lee  De  Forest  of  American  Television 
Institute  will  be  in  New  York,  Jan.  28, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


New  Utah  Candy  Co-op  Altec  Men  Back  From 
Serves  Mountain  Area  Detroit  Conferences 


G.  L.  Carrington,  President  of 
Altec  Service,  and  A.  A.  Ward,  vice- 
president  of  Altec  Lansing  have  re- 
turned to  Hollywood  from  Detroit 
after  participating  in  Altec's  annual 
conference  which  adjourned  Jan.  17, 
after  three  days  of  intensive  meet- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Salt  Lake  City — Theater  Co-oper- 
ative Candy  Co.,  an  exhibitors'  co-op 
to  buy  candy  and  popcorn  for  inde- 
pendent dealers  has  been  formed, 
with  headquarters  in  this  city. 

New  firm,  first  of  its  type  in  the 
mountain  area,  claims  a  membership 
(Continued  on   Page  4) 

Ramaker,  Nixon  Named  As  Luxury  Taxes  Eved  As 
Bausch  &  Lomb  Managers  Potential  State  Revenue 

Rochester,  N.  Y.— Ben  A.  Ramaker  St.  Paul — Luxury  taxes,  now  being 
and   Ivan    L.   Nixon    have   been   ap-  eyed  as  possible  new  sources  of  rev- 
pointed  managers  of  B  &  L's  ophthal-  enue  for  the  state  of  Minnesota,  pro- 
mic    and    instrument   divisions.    The  duced   25   oer  cent  greater  receipts 
(Continued  on  Page  7)  (Continued  on  Page  7) 

Justifies  Commercial  Building 

OfficialSaysMaterialsExceedHome  Needs 


Buildina  Code  Revision 
Planned  For  Ohio  County 

Toledo,  O. — Lucas  County  commis- 
sioners are  planning  establishment 
of  a  county  building  code  to  halt  a 
wave  of  unregulated  building  outside 
the  city  limits  here.  The  commis- 
sioners hope  to  incorporate  in  their 
code  some  of  the  regulations  em- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Washington  —  The  building  mate- 
rials situation  warrants  a  consider- 
ably greater  increase  in  the  volume 
of  non-housing  construction  than  the 
additional  $15,000,000  per  week  au- 
thorized recently  by  the  office  of  tem- 
porary controls,  according  to  an  an- 
nouncement by  Douglas  Whitlock, 
chairman  of  the  building  products 
institute. 

Whitlock,  said  that  production  of 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Forecast  of  a  Good  Year 
But  Shortages  Loom  in 
Labor  and  Some  Materials 


Montreal — The  motion  picture  in- 
dustry outlook  is  bright,  although 
shortages  loom,  states  John  J.  Fitz- 
gibbons,  CBE,  president  of  Famous 
Players  Canadian  Corporation,  Ltd., 
in  a  New  Year's  review  of  the  in- 
dustry. 

On  the  threshold  of  the  year  1947 
the  motion  picture  industry  in  Can- 
ada has  every  reason  to  look  forward 
to  a  good  business  year,  states  Fitz- 
gibbons.  In  common  with  almost 
every  other  business  in  Canada  we 
will  be  faced  with  shortages  in 
skilled  labor  and  certain  materials 
but  despite  these  difficulties  we  can 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

E-K  Launches  Program 
To  Up  Sales  Distrib. 

Rochester  —  Eastman  Kodak  Co. 
has  announced  the  launching  of  an 
extensive  industrial  sales  program 
to  bring  wider  distribution  of  its 
photographic  products  among  the 
substantially  increased  numbers  of 
industrial  and  scientific  users  of 
photography. 

Company  announcement  said  that 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Bigelow-Sanford  Acquires 
Norwood  Mill  in  Virginia 


Bigelow-Sanford    Carpet   Co.    has 

acquired,  for   an   unannounced   pur- 

chase    price,    the    Norwood    Woolen 

Mill   at  Bristol,  Va.     Norwood  Mill 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


MBS  Plans  Radio-Tele 
Studios  in  Hollywood 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Mutual  Broadcasting 
System  will  build  radio  and  tele- 
vision studios  costing  $2,500,000, 
here.  New  installations  will  provide 
about  112,000  square  feet  of  space 
for  Pacific  coast  radio  operations.  A 
$250,000  master  control  panel  will 
include  facilities  for  AM  and  FM 
radio,  as  well  as  television. 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


Friday,  January  24,  194 


In  two  Sections — Section  II 


A  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  industry,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  Associate  Publisher  and  Gen- 
eral Manager;  Chester  B.  Bahn,  Editor;  West 
Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood  Boulevard, 
Hollywood,    Cal.,    Ralph    Wilk,    Bureau    Chief. 


Educational  Film  Exec. 
To  Open  New  Swiss  Office 


Robert  E.  Brubaker  of  Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica  Films  will  sail  for 
Europe  Feb.  6  to  establish  Swiss  of- 
fices of  the  classroom  films  company 
and  serve  as  a  consultant  with  edu- 
cational administrators  on  the  con- 
tinent, it  was  announced  by  Theodore 
M.  Switz,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
overseas  sales  of  the  company. 

As  E.  B.  Films  representative  in 
Europe,  Brubaker  will  consult  with 
school  officials  concerning  the  avail- 
ability of  instructional  sound  motion 
pictures  and  will  help  build  up  the 
war-damaged  school  systems  of  Eu- 
rope, through  the  use  of  audio-visual 
aid  materials. 

Brubaker's  headquarters  will  be  in 
Zurich,  Switzerland,  while  he  will 
also  organize  other  representatives' 
offices  in  most  of  the  major  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  Switz  announced. 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica  Films  has 
a  library  of  more  than  500  different 
films  for  use  from  kindergarten 
through  high  school.  Already  158 
films  have  been  translated  into  one 
or  more  of  13  foreign  tongues. 


Tub  Thumpers  Cadillac 
Is  Coin  Industry's  Oscar 


Coin  Machine  Industries,  Inc.,  Chi- 
cago, have  announced  a  new  kind  of 
Oscar  —  a  brand-new  Cadillac  car. 
Car  will  be  given  each  year  to  the 
individual  in  the  coin  machine  indus- 
try who  has  done  the  best  job  of 
public  relations  in  his  own  com- 
munity. Presentation  will  be  made 
at  the  Coin  Machine  Show  in  Chi- 
cago, in  February. 


Aussie  Theaters  in 
BUj  License  Upswing 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail) — Business 
handled  by  the  N.S.W.  Films  Com- 
mission for  this  year  indicates  that 
investors  are  showing  a  very  keen  in- 
terest in  the  film  business.  The  com- 
mission has  granted  licenses  for  ad- 
ditional seating  accommodation  for 
24,266,  and  has  applications  for  a 
further  15,065  under  consideration. 
83  applications  were  received,  of 
which  35  were  granted,  18  refused, 
and  30  awaited  decision.  Plans  for 
20  new  theaters  were  approved  and 
15  exisiting  halls  received  a  license. 
Plans  for  12  new  theaters  were  re- 
fused. 


Canada  Town  to  Amend  Old  Morals  and  Decency 
Bylaws  to  Allow  Construction  of  Movie  Mouse 

Montreal — The  city  of  Westmount  will,  in  order  to  permit  construction  of  a 
cinema,  further  amend  bylaw  196  concerning  go:d  morals  and  decency  accord- 
ing to  an  advertisement  issued  by  that  city.  The  amendment  will  not  mean, 
however  that  bathing  beauties  there  will  be  able  to  abbreviate  their  attire  or 
even  that  public  placards  will  once  again  resort  to  Varga  lines.  The  advertise- 
ment went  on  to  say  that  the  city  has  authorized  the  construction  of  a  moti:n 
picture  theater  once  prohibited  there  and  will  therefore  revise  bylaw  109  which 
when  phrased  in  1909  placed  such  theaters  on  the  taboo  list  in  the  interest  of 
good   morals. 


HEW  THEATERS 


Dunlctp  Opens  in  Whitney 

Whitney,  Tex.— The  Whitney  has 
been  opened  here  by  Forrest  Dun- 
lap  of  Dallas.  Dunlap  also  operates 
the  Dunlap  Theater  whose  name  has 
been  changed  to  the  Dam  and  closed 
temporarily.  The  new  house  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  450  and  is  owned 
in  partnership  with  L.  B.  Crow  and 
his  brother,  Dunlap  having  more 
than  half  of  the  ownership. 


Houston  Santa  Rosa  Bows 

Houston,  Tex.  —  Interstate's  new- 
est nabe,  the  Santa  Rosa,  has  been 
opened  here.  House  was  built  at  a 
cost  of  $150,000  and  will  seat  1,000. 
House  makes  the  15th  in  the  circuit's 
holdings  here.  Lionel  Hannington, 
with  the  circuit  for  the  past  11  years 
and  who  started  as  an  usher,  has 
been  named  manager. 


Jacksonville  House  Ready 

Jacksonville,  Fla. — The  new  Roose- 
velt, colored  house,  is  ready.  It  will 
be  operated  under  the  same  man- 
agement as  the  Strand  and  Frolic. 
Admission  has  been  set  at  35  cents 
for  adults  and  16  cents  for  children. 


Gardner  Opens  in  Moravia 

Moravia,  la. — William  Gardner  has 
opened  a  new  theater  here.  The  house 
will  have  two  shows  on  each  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday  night. 


Dove  Opens  the  Groom 

Groom,   Tex.  —   The   Groom,   the 

town's  only  house,  has  been  opened 
by  Frank  P.  Dove.  It  contains  190 
seats.   Town  has  a  population  of  450. 

Poulous  Opens  in  Griffith 

Griffith,  Ind.  —  Pete  Poulus,  who 
owns  theaters  in  several  Indiana 
towns,  has  opened  the  new  Griffith 
Theater,  seating  570. 


Edelstein's  Lybba  Ready 

Hibbing,  Minn. — Edelstein  Amuse- 
ment Co.  will  open  its  new  Lybba 
late  this  month. 


FORT-A-CIDE 

THE     "MIRACLE"     ODORLESS 

DEODORANT    AND    DISINFECTANT 

For   Hospital   —   Clean    Rest    Rooms 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER 


New  Oil  Town  Theater 

Odem,  Tex.  —  The  new  400-seat 
Odem  Theater  has  been  opened  here 
by  L.  S.  Arnold,  who  formerly  oper- 
ated the  Poth  Theater  at  Poth.  Town 
is  located  in  the  center  of  a  new  oil 
territory. 


Meridian  Circle  Operating 

Meridian,  Tex. — The  Circle,  a  503- 
seat  house,  has  been  opened  by  D.  C. 
Carraway.  House  is  part  of  the 
boom  in  this  area  due  to  the  start  of 
the  Whitney  Dam  project.  Carraway 
is  a  veteran  exhibitor,  operating  the 
Cliftex  at  Clifton  until  two  years 
ago. 


Grand  Blanc  Center  Ready 

Grand  Blanc,  Mich.  —  Cecil  Wei- 

shuln  has  built  the  new  Center  The- 
ater at  a  cost  of  $170,000.  R.  E. 
Fleeter  will  manage  the  new  house. 

$40,000  Roanoke  Opens 

Roanoke,  111.  —  The  Roanoke  was 
opened  by  Martin  Moritz  and  B.  H. 
Huschen.  House  represents  an  in- 
vestment of  about  $40,000. 

Rovenwood  Gets  Films 

Ravenwood,  Mo. — E.  L.  Bradley 
will  open  the  Ravenwood  Theater 
this  month,  giving  the  town  it  first 
film  in  years. 


Tyndall  Towne  Theater 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  — -  The  Towne 
Theater  of  Tyndall  Town  has  opened 
under  the  management  of  Abe  Baker. 
This  is  a  development  for  veterans 
on  the  former  site  of  Stout  Field. 
Mr.  Baker  formerly  worked  for  the 
Lyric  Theater  and  Columbia. 


Used  Upholstered  Opera  Chairs 
Any  Quantity 

We  have  the  Cream  of  the  Crop 
Write  or  wire  for  exact  photo 

CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART 

Sam  Levmsohn,  Owner 
829  So.  State  Street,  Chicago  5 


Farnsworth  Tele  Develop 
Industrial  Video  Uses 


Chicago   —   Television   equipm; 
adaptable  to  a  number  of  indusfcj 
uses  has  been  developed  by  Farr 
worth  Television  &  Radio  Corp.  a 
Diamond  Power  Specialty  Corp.  I  \ 
stallation    of   the    sight-transmitt: 
system,    called    the    Utiliscope,    h| 
been  made  at  Consolidated  Edisor 
Hell    Gate    station    power    plant 
New  York,  where  it  registers  a  co 
tinuous  picture  of  the  water  level  j 
a  boiler  some  distance  away. 

Farnsworth    says    other    possit . 
uses  are  for  remote   observation    : 
operations    in    steel    industry's    fu 
naces,  the  inside  of  oil  wells,  pip 
lines    and    pressure    pumps,    of    ti 
presences  of  smoke  in  stacks,  of  Cj 
feed   to   stokers,   and   of  reading 
temperature     gauges     and     eleeti 
meters. 


Detroit  Movie,  Bowling. 
Skating  Center  is  Set 


Detroit — Plans  for  a  new  2,20 
seat  theater  to  be  called  the  Pent 
son,  are  being  made  by  John 
Brown,  of  the  Brown  family,  nc 
operating  the  Belmont,  Grand,  De 
ter,  and  Astor  Theaters.  New  hou 
will  be  at  McNichols  and  Grai 
River  Roads  in  Northwestern  D 
troit,  commonly  known  as  Redfoi 
where  only  one  other  house,  the  Re 
ford,  operated  by  Community  Th1 
aters,  is  now  located.  New  hou 
would  probably  be  operated  on  eith 
a  second  or  key  run  basis,  it  w 
indicated. 

Project  is  one  of  the  most  ela 
orate   in   the   city,   and  will   inclu< 
a  50-alley  bowling  center,  and  a  ska 
ing    rink    designed    to    be    used   f 
both  ice  and  roller  skating.    Latti 
itself  is  to  be  the  largest  in  the  cit 
with  a  total  building  size  of  350 
150  feet.   Cost  of  the  theater  projed 
is  estimated  at  $750,000. 

Present  plans  are  for  operation 
the  circuit  by  the  Brown  interest 
although  informal  discussions  f 
operation  of  the  house  by  Uniti 
Detroit  Theaters,  Paramount  aff 
iate,  and  other  groups  have  occurre 
Brown  said. 


^£*     if  YOU   BUY 

STADIUM,    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL  , 

v        TICKET  CO.* 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4,  N.  J. 
-     Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 
Principal  Cifies 
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EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


ade  Managers  Plan 
eater  Improvement 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
gestions  for  physical  improve- 
rs in  their  theaters. 
i/alter  Reade,  Jr.  said  that  some 
liters  would  be  equipped  with  new 
its,  others  with  enlarged  mar- 
ts.   A  program  of  air  condition- 

which  was  started  last  year,  is 
tinuing  and  will  be  ready  in  time 
,  the  summer  season.  Reade  also 
ounced  that  germicidal  lamps 
be  installed  in  some  of  the 
liters, 
'urther  discussions  on  remodeling 

be  continued  at  the  next  meeting 
.i;ity  managers,  next  month. 


iVry-DeForest  Employes 
art  Own  "Dimes  March" 

jhicago — E.  B.  DeVry,  secretary- 

lisurer  of  the  DeVry  Corp.,  manu- 

;urers    of    motion    picture    sound 

iipment,  and  president  of  DeFor- 

s  Training,  Inc.,  recently  inaugu- 

»d  the  DeVry-DeForest  "March  of 

Mes"  Contest  in  which  the   lucky 

ner   will   receive    a    new    DeVry 

I'/ie  camera,   a   16mm.  version  of 

famous  35mm.  "Rocket"  camera 

ft  took  pictures  from  a  height  of 

miles,  in   a  German  V-2  experi- 

ltal  rocket. 


oposed  Suburb  Drive-in 
cks  Town  Resistance 


[inneapolis — Proposal  for  a  Drive- 
I  heater  to  accommodate  1,000  cars 
been  approved  by  the  planning 
.^mission  of  suburban  Golden  Val- 
Proposal  has  been  opposed  by 
jhy  property  owners  and  the  sub- 
,'s  chief  of  police. 


THEATER  DEALS 


Acquire  Garner  Avery 

Des  Moines,  la. — Lloyd  Kinsburg 
and  Lloyd  Steckelberg  of  Kimball, 
S.  D.,  have  purchased  the  Avery  the- 
ater at  Garner  from  H.  J.  Johnson. 

Piatt  Leases  Memorial 

Mt.  Vernon,  O.  —  Knox  County 
Commissioners  have  awarded  a  one- 
year  lease  on  the  Memorial  Theater 
for  $7,500,  to  James  C.  Piatt,  city 
manager  for  the  Schine  Theater 
chain. 


Tipton  Acquires  Kingsland 

Rison,  Ark.— J.  O.  Tipton  of  For- 
dyce,  has  purchased  the  Kingsland 
from  Cleve  Reed  and  Herbert  Wil- 
liams. 


Houck  Opens  Downtown 

Dallas,  Tex.  —  The  Downtown, 
formerly  the  Wade  Theater,  opened 
here  Sunday  under  the  management 
of  the  Jay  Houck  Circuit,  which 
operates  theaters  in  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, Arkansas  and  Texas.  It 
will  be  managed  by  O.  B.  Bridges, 
former  manager  of  the  Joy  Theater 
here. 


Barber  Turns  Exhibitor 

Lowry  City,  Mo. — Everett  Hinkle, 
local  barber,  has  purchased  the 
Lowry  Theater  here  from  Charles 
Borg.  Borg  will  continue  to  oper- 
ate his  Civic  Theater  in  Osceola, 
while  his  son,  Chet  Borg,  owns  and 
operates  the  Plaza,  Appleton  City. 

Alliance  Leases  Another 

Chicago — Alliance  Theater  circuit 
is  adding  the  Jefferson,  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  via  a  20-year  lease.  The  Quimby 
Theaters  have  previously  operated 
the  house. 


Preferred  Equipment  for  Lucrative 

Professional  16mm.  Operations 


^hen  it  comes  to  auxiliary  booth  equipment  for  projecting  locally- 
ilmed  16mm.  news  reels  ...  Or  for  supplemental  road  show  or 
neighborhood  theater  equipment,  DeVry  16mm.  profes-      /y<C"f\ 
ional  sound-on-film   projectors  are  preferred.  C^®^  X 

DeVRY  THREE-PURPOSE  16mm.  EQUIPMENT      :.{fe  jD 

1)  SAFELY  projects  both  sound  and  silent  films;  ^Pr 


2)  shows  both  black-and-white  and  color  films 
vithout  extra  equipment;  (3)  gives  you  portable 
jiublic  address  facilities  indoors  or  out 
jhrough  separately  housed  30-watt  am- 
plifier and  sturdy  12-inch  permanent- 
nagnet  speaker.  DeVry  Corporation, 
111  Armitage  Avenue,  Chicago  14, 
Illinois. 


Model   RS-ND30 
DeVRY    16mm.    Sound-on-Film    Projector. 


Buys  Knox  City  Texas 

Knox  City,  Tex.— The  Texas  The- 
ater, 300  seats  and  the  only  house 
here,  has  been  purchased  by  C.  E. 
Williams.  Complete  new  sound  equip- 
ment has  been  installed. 


Grasqrin  Buys  Milford 

Milford,  Mich. — John  Grasgrin  has 
purchased  the  Milford  Theater  from 
David  Flayer  and  Asher  Shaw.  John 
Archibald  continues  as  theater  man- 


Purchases   Wortham  Avon 

Wortham,  Tex.  —  The  300-seat 
Avon  has  been  sold  by  W.  L.  Shilling 
to  H.  N.  Adams. 


Settle  Buys  In  Bangs 

Bangs,  Tex.— The  300-seat  Victory 
has  been  purchased  by  Neal  Settle. 


Linneus  Dixie  to  Crist 

Linneus,  Mo.  —  Dwight  E.  Crist 
has  taken  over  the  operation  of  the 
Dixie,  formerly  owned  by  Herbert 
H.  Newman. 


Brazil  Fox  to  Hooten 

Brazil,  Ind.  —  The  Fox  Theater, 
formerly  operated  by  Fred  Willey, 
was  acquired  by  Donald  Hooten 
Jan.  1. 


Altec  Men  Back  From 
Detroit  Conferences 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ings  covering  all  phases  of  the  com- 
panies activities. 

Carrington  stated  that  this  was  by 
far  the  most  successful  District 
Managers'  Meeting  since  Altec's  in- 
ception in  1937  and  that  it  marked 
the  beginning  of  a  new  decade  in 
the  plans  for  expanded  service  and 
manufacturing  activities  of  the  Al- 
tec organization. 

Also  arriving  in  Hollywood  from 
the  convention  are  H.  M.  Bessey, 
vice-president,    and    E.    Z.    Walters. 

Returned  to  headquarters  in  New 
York  were  P.  F.  Thomas,  treasurer; 
E.  O.  Wilschke,  operations  super- 
visor; E.  S.  Seeley,  chief  engineer; 
M.  Bender,  commercial  engineer,  and 
Bert  Sanf ord,  theatrical  sales  man- 
ager. . 


GoldE  Rotachrome  Spot 
Gives  Six  Color  Changes 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mounted  color  wheel.  Claimed  to  be 
the  smallest  snot  of  its  kind,  the 
many-purpose  rotachrome  gives  big 
unit  performance.  Equipped  with 
self-starting  motor,  six  smooth  color 
changes  can  be  accomplished  each 
minute.  Size  of  beam  is  adjustable 
from  small  spot  to  full  flood. 
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Labor  and  Equipment 
Lacks  Stump  Rug-men 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

subject  to  absenteeism. 

Programs  to  attract  workers  to 
mills,  and  to  keep  those  already  there 
contented  with  working  conditions 
are  in  process  in  a  number  of  mills. 
Greatly  -  improved  working  condi- 
tions, hours  of  labor  and  morale- 
building  programs  have  also  been  in 
operation,  trade  sources  said. 

Other  industries  outside  the  carpet 
trade  experiencing  labor  shortages 
are  those  producing  machine  and  ma- 
chine parts,  burlap  bags  and  even 
poles  for  rolling  the  finished  product. 
Carpet  manufacturers  are  often  un- 
able to  install  new  machinery  or  re- 
condition older  looms,  due  to  re- 
duced production  of  these  items 
caused  by  scarcity  of  workers.  Some 
manufacturers  have  been  told  they 
would  have  to  wait  to  1948  to  receive 
the  new  equipment  they  had  been 
expecting  early  this  year. 

Mills  are  plagued  by  shortages  on 
all  sides,  trade  sources  said,  and  un- 
til the  situation  is  reversed,  the  in- 
dustry must  remain  at  the  same 
limited  production  level. 

Mt.  Clemens  IATSE  Local 
Elects  New  '47  Officers 

Detroit  —  IATSE  Local  735  of 
Mount  Clemens  elected  the  following 
officers  for  1947:  Roy  Suckling, 
Shores  Theater,  president;  Fred  De- 
vantier,  Macomb  Theater,  vice-presi- 
dent; Bert  Penzien,  East  Detroit 
Theater,  business  agent;  James  Kim- 
mick,  Macomb  Theater,  secretary; 
George  Konath,  Roseville  Theater, 
treasurer;  Norman  Pingel,  Emsee 
Theater,  sergeant-at-arms;  Fred  De- 
vantier  and  Roy  Suckling,  delegates. 

Since  the  local  was  formed  in  1935, 
they  have  had  no  work  stoppages  or 
strikes,  all  labor  disputes  being 
handled  through  arbitration. 

In  an  effort  to  give  exhibitors  bet- 
ter service,  one  meeting  was  re- 
voted  to  suggestions  to  keep  the 
booth  and  equipment  in  good  condi- 
tion and  meeting  local  and  state  fire 
law  requirements.  All  suggestions 
were  compiled  and  made  into  a  set 
of  rules  and  regulations  which  have 
aided  in  giving  better  projection. 


Committees  Piched  to 
Free  Danish  Theaters 

Copenhagen,  Denmark  (By  Cable) 
— Restrictions  on  opening  new 
movie  houses  in  Denmark  will  be 
lifted  early  this  year.  Until  now, 
about  400  movie  houses  throughout 
the  country  have  been  operated  un- 
der a  license  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  theater  could  be  es- 
tablished without  special  permit.  A 
commission  of  19  members  has  been 
appointed  by  the  Government  to 
discuss  the  new  situation.  Most  of 
the  members  are  selected  from  cul- 
tural institutions  while  four  of  them 
are  representatives  of  the  Danish 
film   industry. 


THE  SOUND  TRACK 


By   ADRIAN   KUBIT 


•      •      •     A  NEW  NOTE  of  optimism  tinged  the  talk  we  had  last  week 

with  our  architectural  consultant We've  been  visiting  him   periodically 

these  many  months  but  never  was  he  so  optimistic  as  this  time Seems 

as  though  the  theater  building  business  has  just  about   pulled   itself  out  of 
the    last   of   the    pestiferous    regulations,    red-tape,    and    shortage    headaches 

which  plagued  it  for  so  many  years The  Office  of  Temporary  Controls 

is   proving  an    easier   traffic   cop   than    its   ancestor   CPA,    or    OPA,    on    the 

other  side  of  the   family And    things,   which   cnce   were   dark,   indeed, 

are  now  assuming  a  rosy  glow,  in  view  of  the  general  relaxing  felt  through- 
out the  industry Thus,  certain  items  are  still  hard  to  get,  but  in  the 

light  of  past  shortages,  these  new  ones  are  slight  discomfort There  is, 

however,  little  indication  of  a  buyer's  market  in  the  effing,  and  don't  expect 

theaters  to  advertise  like  fur  coats  in  the  daily  prints There  remains  a 

heap  of  catching  up  to  do  in  this  country  among  the  theaters  which   have 

been  in  blueprints  for  as  much  as  five  years There  is  also  a  good  deal 

of  patching  up  necessary,  and  theater  architects  are  drawing  ingenious  plans 
for  alterations  as  well  as  new  designs 


•      •      •     TALK  IN  EQUIPMENT  CIRCLES  of  a  new  molded 

rubber  carpeting  being  tested  by  a  leading  rubber  company 

Aside  from  its  inherent  springiness  and  general  ease  of  maintenance, 
carpeting  of  rubber  will  have  added  asset  of  fireproofing,  a  matter 
that  should  strike  home  with  many  exhibitors,  in  these  days  of 
tightening  building  codes And  what  ever  happened  to  Alex- 
ander Smith's  fluorescent-treated  carpets,  which  proved  so  effective 

before  the  war Is  it  shortage   of  materials  that's  holding  up 

production  on  this  interesting  innovation  in  theater  comfort 

or  is  it  that  old  bugaboo  labor  shortage  in  the  mills  that  is  keeping 
their  production  down  to  standard  essentials 


•  •  •  MOVIE  CARTOON  PRODUCERS  are  turning  into  a  grim 
bunch  of  men  these  days  when  faced  with  the  spiraling  costs  of   producing 

the  popular  shorts With  color  film  processing  still  a  major  bottleneck 

in  the  industry,  the  producers  are  being  faced  with  tie-ups  in  their  working 

capital,    when    they    are    unable    to    release    completed    cartoons Little 

wonder  that  these  men  who  make  America  laugh  fail  to  see  much  humor  in 

their  business  these  days Film  rentals  have  risen  proportionately  little, 

when  compared  to  hikes  in  other  costs,  and  new  demands  for  wage  in- 
creases are   just   around   the   corner It   has   been   said   in   trade   circles 

that  not  mere  than  100  shorts  cartoon  will  be  released  this  year,  fewer  than 

in  any  of  the   past  20  years Pre-war,   releases   totalled  between    180- 

190 Some  of  the  veterans  in   the  business,   throwing  up  their  hands  at 

the  seeming  futility  of  trying  to  make  ends  meet  are  turning  to  advertising, 
or  else  farming  their  talents  out  to  other  studios  where  that  studio's  owner 

must   worry   about    overhead Out    of    eight    principals    in    the    cartoon 

field,  Walter  Lanz  and  George  Pal  have  abandoned  the  cartoon   shorts  field, 

and  are   now  doing  cartoons  for  industrial  concerns Disney  is  pushing 

features  rather  than  shorts,  in  some  attempt  to  get  into  the  black  ink  side 

of  the  ledger A  cartoon   which    cost  $12,5C0  before   the   war   is   now 

costing  between  25  and  $30,000 Walter  Lanz  has  broken  down  figures 

on  cartooning  costs  in  the  following  way:  Overhead  is  20-25  per  cent  of 
the   producer's  cost,  and   of  the   remainder,  95   per  cent  is   labor,  with   the 

rest  going  for  pencils,  paper,  and  ink Cutting  costs  seems  to  be   the 

only  remaining  answer  to  staying  in  business  or  changing  trades Car- 
toons are  now  being  made  in  600  rather  than  usual  700  foot  lengths 

Story   situations   are   being   simplified    to    allow   for    less   footage    in    making 

incidents  clear Quality  isn't  suffering  any,  say  the   producers,  but   it's 

not   a   very   happy   business   to    be   in   these   days   when    the    nation's    prime 

rib-ticklers  must  resort  to  penny  pinching  to  even   make   ends  meet 

Something  must  be  done,  it  seems,  or  the  American  theater  will  lose  one  of 
its  most  scintillating  fixtures,  and  what  once  came  out  of  the  inkwell,  can 
well  go  back,  pulling  the  cover  'behind 


New  Utah  Candy  Co-< 
Serves  Mountain  Ar 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  over  50  in  Utah.  All  participt. 
in  the  program  will  be  signed  up 
a  franchise  deal,  according  to  Hai 
Chesler,  of  the  Princess  Theater, 
Bingham,    president. 

At   present    the    co-op    is    serv 
theaters  only  in  this   territory, 
plans    to    expand    into    surround 
areas  are  in  formation.    Candies 
now  being   supplied  to   any  thea 
wishing    that    service.     Houses 
billed  at  a  standard  price,  accord 
to  Chesler,  and  at  the  end  of  ev 
six  months,  company  refunds  a  • 
tain  percentage,  depending  upon 
amount    of    merchandise    they   h 
purchased  from   the   co-op. 

Company  is  now  manufactur 
candy  cases  and  popcorn  warm 
and  expects  to  have  them  on  t 
market  within  the  next  month.  CI 
ler  maintains  there  is  a  large  m 
ber  of  theaters  anxious  to  o 
candy  vending  spots  but  are 
equipped  to  do  so.  Theater  co 
plans  to  put  them  in  business 
keep  them  supplied. 

Co-op     territory     includes     U1| 
Idaho,  Nevada,  Montana,  and  Wy< 
ing. 


"Auto  Voice,"  New  Drive , 
High  Fidelity  Speaker 


Cleveland — David  Sandler  heac 
General  Theater  Equipment  Co., 
formed  the  Drive-In  Theater  Eq> 
ment  Company  to  manufacture 
distribute  a  new  type  of  all-weal' 
ina-a-car  speaker  for  Drive-In  Tl 
ters  called  Auto  Voice.    Sandler 
arranged  with  Ben  L.  Ogron  of  Cj 
Theater    Supply   to   handle   sales 
the  Cleveland  area.   Auto  Voice  a 
five    cones    as    against   the    aveij 
three  cones,  claiming  higher  fide 
sound     reproduction     than     curj 
models.    Another  new  feature  if 
individual    control    system    whei  \ 
users  may  control  and  adjust  the 
ume  of  sound  received  to  their 
cial   needs.     Auto   Voice    is    now 
production. 


Bell  &  Howell  Mark 
Four  Decades  in  Hi 

Chicago — Bell    &    Howell    Co.    at 
celebrating     their    40th     anniversaij 
this  month.    In   1907,  Albert  Howe 
and   Don   Bell   formed   a   company   1 
manufacture    and    distribute    photc 
graphic     equipment.     Equipment    fi 
35mm.   film    was    built    at    first    an 
later,    as     the     industry    progresse 
other   equipment    was   added.     Eigl ' 
teen   employes    were   the   first  fore 
of    men    employed    and    today   the 
are    more    than    two    thousand    m«  I 
and    women    on    the    payroll.     Thnj 
plants  in  Chicago  and  one  in  Holl' 
wood    are    rushed    today,    to    supp 
equipment     throughout     the     worl 
For    more   than    twenty   years,   J.   I 
McNabb,  president,  has  directed  tl 
destinies   of   the  big  company. 
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alco,  RCA  Equipment 
n  C&O  Rail  Theater 


The   Chessie    Theater    on  Rails," 
,'  motion  picture  theater  on  crack 
L)    crams,    is    equipped    wich    one 
ifcco  and  one  RCA  lt>  mm.  projector 
provide  continuous  showing.    The 
ijection  booth  is  '6xk  feet  wide,  6 
Xjt  deep  and  9  feet  high.     A  four- 
fa    projection    lens    is    used    and 
DO  watts  of  power  in  each  machine 
h  the  throw  being  48  feet.    Sound 
(put  is   25   watts   with  a   regular 
too  speaker   being  used. 
?he  rail  theater  was  evolved  after 
jeral   months    of   experimentation 
engineers  from  the  C&O  and  the 
ater    equipment    companies.      To 
ain    sufficient    power    to    operate 
h  machines    and   provide    needed 
iting,  a  special  compartment  was 
It  under  the  train  to  house  stor- 
e  gatteries  providing  3,000  watts 
,110  volts.    These  batteries  are  re- 
trged  by  a  generator  attached  to 
1  axle  of  the  train. 
Another    engineering    problem 
ten  was  created  and  licked  in  The 
pssie  Theater  was  to  circumvent 
movement    of    the    train.      The 
[jneen  is  anchored  to  both  the  bot- 
\p.  and  top  of  the  car  and  the  pro- 
J  Ition  machines   are   bolted  to   the 
me  o±  the  car  so  that  both  screen 
Lp  projection  machines  rock  in  uni- 
'vi  with  the   movement  of  the  car 
1  provide  a  steady  image.     There 
hno  interference  from  the  regular 
head  noises  due  to  soundproofing 
|the  car. 

[Fhe   Natco   projector   is    a   right- 
aded  projector  and  has  the  switch- 
er apparatus  to  take  the  film  off 
■  RCA  projector.     There  is  a  spe- 
1  unit  in  the  Natco  speaker  to  re- 
j)  xluct  the  highs. 

i  The    dining    car    stewards   act    as 
i  lers  in  the  travelling  theater.  TJni- 
sal-International  through  its  new 
mm.    subsidiary    United    World 
ms,  has  signed  a  year's  contract 
Ijfch  the  C&O   to  provide  the  films 
the    theater,    each    film    being- 
own  two  weeks  in  both  directions. 
:  .'o  performances  are  held  nightly 
jurting  at  9:30  and  running  about 
;  minutes. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railway 

'  s    new    cars    under    construction 

uch   will   be   designed    specifically 

i.  provide  the  best  type  of  perf  orm- 

ce  aboard  a  moving  railroad  train. 


Jckus  and  Gleason  Plan 
no  vie  in  Stratford,  Conn. 


«  Stratford,  Conn.— Albert  M.  Pick- 
,  for  20  years  proprietor  and  op- 
iiiator  of  the  Stratford  Theater,  and 
nilliam  Gleason,  local  realtor,  are 
Elaborating  on  the  construction  of 
1i  $200,000  theater  on  the  Paradise 
J,.*een. 

|  Plans  call  for  construction  with  a 
'Mck  exterior  of  colonial  type  in 
*i  eping  with  the  colonial  design  of 
1  ighboring  structures.  Fronting  150 

jet  on  Main  Street,  the  property  is 
fig  feet  deep  on  Fenelon  Place  and 

e   plans    call    for    a    large    paved 

:rking  area  in  the  rear. 


Teen  Ager  in  Theater  Looking  For  Sob 

Flips  Matches,  Sets  Fire  While  Waiting 

Greenwich,  Conn. — A  fire  allegedly  set  by  a  17-year  old  boy  did  several 
thousand  dollars  damage  to  the  Pickwick  theater  here.  According  to  police, 
Gene  A.  Roberts  who  gave  his  address  as  the  Y.M.C.A.  said  that  he  had  entered 
the  theater  intending  to  seek  a  job.  When  he  learned  that  the  manager  was 
out  he  sat  in  the  rotunda  and  dropped  a  flaming  match  on  the  rotunda  rug. 

Roberts,  police  said,  told  them  he  then  rang  in  a  fire  alarm  and  helped  the 
firemen  extinguish  the  blaze.  The  flames  destroyed  the  stamp  booth,  a  large 
rug,  several  pillars  and  some  furnishings  and  paint.  Roberts  was  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  arson  and  held  without  bail. 


Canada  Film  Biz  Sees  Big  Year 

But  Labor  and  Material  Shortages  Loom 


(Continued  from   Page  1) 

face  the  New  Year  with  confidence,    progressive  of  television 
he  said. 


No  industry  has  been  more  rigidly 
controlled  by  the  government  during 
the  war  years  than  the  motion  pic- 
cure  industry.  There  have  been  con- 
trols on  all  building  and  renovation 
during  the  war  years.  Our  company, 
for  example,  was  permitted  to  con- 
vert only  two  theaters  in  Canada 
from  stage  show  theaters  to  motion 
picture  houses  and  these  at  the  end 
of  the  war. 

Wartime  controls  also  prohibited 
anything  but  the  barest  essentials  in 
the  maintenance  of  existing  theaters. 
Our  immediate  program  will  be  the 
re-equipping  and  refurnishing  of  our 
theaters  throughout  Canada.  This 
work  alone  will  give  employment  to 
many  skilled  workers  and  trades. 
Thousands  of  new  theater  seats  must 
be  built  and  installed;  carpets,  wire, 
paint,  structure  glass,  air-condition- 
ing units,  projection  equipment  and 
screens — all  these  have  been  on  order 
for  many  months  and  are  slowly  be- 
ing produced  for  our  use. 

It  is  a  company  policy  at  this  time 
not  to  build  new  theaters  except  in 
those  communities  where  they  are 
urgently  needed.  At  present  there 
are  nine  theaters  under  construction 
in  Canada  by  Famous  Players  Can- 
adian Corporation  or  our  associates. 

The  motion  picture  patrons  expect 
many  improvements  in  new  theater 
construction  and  they  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed for  the  few  new  houses 
now  being  built  will  introduce  many 
new  ideas  in  designing. 

Television  to  Fore 

We  are  taking  an  active  interest 
in  television  as  we  feel  it  will  play 
an  important  part  in  the  theaters  of 
tomorrow.  Plans  for  our  new  houses 
provide  for  the  introduction  of  this 
new  entertainment  medium.  Famous 
Players  theaters  have  the  co-opera- 
tion   of    DuMont,    one    of    the    most 

Herrick  Plans  500-Car 
Drive-in  For  New  Castle 


New  Castle,  Pa.— Dr.  R.  B.  Her- 
rick, of  Meadville,  Pa.,  has  an- 
nounced plans  for  the  erection  of  a 
drive-in  theater  on  Route  422  at 
Parkstown  Corners,  about  four  miles 
West  of  here.  Construction  will  start 
in  the  near  future.  The  plan  is  to 
build  ramps  to  accommodate  about 
500  automobiles. 


companies. 
Among  the  practical  developments  in 
the  television  field  is  a  device  which 
will  enable  us  to  immediately  record 
on  film  a  televised  event.  Thus  we 
can  hold  the  event  and  present  it  on 
the  theater  screen  within  a  few  min- 
utes after  it  happens  or  during  a 
break  in  the  regular  presentation. 
We  will  be  able  to  edit  the  record 
of  the  event,  just  as  we  would  a 
newsreel,  for  subsequent  showings. 


Detroit  House  Pipes 
Soundtrack  to  Lobby 


Detroit — Sound  equipment  to  per- 
mit direction  of  music  and  the  reg- 
ular program  to  the  foyer  and  lobby 
of  the  DeLuxe  Theater,  operated  by 
Adrian  D.  Rosen  and  Elliott  Fine,  is 
being  installed  by  Altec  Service.  For 
some  time  the  house  has  given  cus- 
tomers 20  minutes  of  music  before  a 
show  and  15  minutes  afterward, 
from  the  booth,  piping  the  sound  out 
to  the  lobby  from  a  special  pickup. 

New  equipment  will  allow  the 
sound  track  of  the  feature  to  be 
picked  up  and  piped  to  the  lobby 
when  there  are  standees,  thus  giving 
the  waiting  customers  some  enter- 
tainment until  they  can  be  seated. 

Idea  is  believed  to  be  brand  new 
in  this  territory. 


Mills  in  Merchandise  Mart 

Chicago — M.  M.  Munnert  is  man- 
ager of  the  newly-opened  Mills  In- 
dustries sales  offices  in  the  Merchan- 
dise Mart.  Company  manufactures 
Soundies  and  Phonovision. 


John  E 


berson 

Veteran   Theater  Architect 

has  "his  say"  in  a 
special  article  writ- 
ten exclusively  for 
THE  FILM  DAILY 
Year  Book  readers. 
This  important  arti- 
cle, pertinent  to  the 
theater  construction 
and  maintenance 
end  of  the  motion 
picture  business,  will  appear  in  the  enlarged 
equipment  section  of  the  forthcoming 

Year    Book    of 

Motion    Pictures 

[  ■ 
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E-K  Launches  Program 
To  Up  Sales  Distrib. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
a  new  sales  division,  known  as  In- 
dustrial Photographic  Sales,  was  or- 
ganized recently  to  spearhead  the 
program  and  to  promote  latest  tech- 
nical photography  among  industrial 
firms,  many  of  which  have  installed 
photographic  departments  in  their 
manufacturing  plants. 

New  division  had  its  inception  dur- 
ing the  war  when  the  company's 
technicians  worked  closely  with 
scientists  and  industry  in  making 
widest  possible  use  of  unusual  photo- 
graphic techniques  to  break  engi- 
neering and  production  bottlenecks. 

Today  at  Rochester  headquarters 
the  division  is  staffed  with  special- 
ists familiar  with  the  varied  photo- 
graphic techniques  applicable  in  de- 
sign, engineering,  training,  produc- 
tion, record  keeping,  metallurgy,  in- 
spection, and  research. 

An  industrial  photographic  lab- 
oratory for  tests  and  demonstration 
of  Kodak's  industrial  photographic 
products  serves  the  division  which 
also  draws  upon  resources  of  the 
company's  research  laboratories  for 
new  developments. 

Other  moves  announced  or  planned 
in  connection  with  the  stepped-up 
sales  program  include:  1.  Addition 
of  industrial  photographic  special- 
ists to  Kodak's  regular  staff  of  tech- 
nical representatives  in  the  field.  2. 
Extensive  industrial  advertising  in 
trade  magazines  and  college  publi- 
cations. 3.  Organization  of  a  dis- 
tribution system  for  industrial  photo 
materials,  with  special  training  at 
Rochester  for  dealer  personnel  as 
soon  as  possible. 

William  E.  Barr,  head  of  the  new 
division,  said  that  despite  material 
shortages  every  effort  is  being  made 
to  fill  increased  industrial  demand 
for  special  photographic  materials. 

He  pointed  out  that  not  only  has 
photography  been  put  to  hundreds 
of  practical  uses  in  business  and  in- 
dustry but  that  new  applications  are 
found  daily. 

"With  special  techniques  today 
manufacturers  are  putting  engineer- 
ing instructions  and  information 
directly  on  materials  in  production. 
They  freeze  high-speed  motion  with 
a  camera  that  exposes  3,000  frames  a 
second.  They  are  photocopying  rec- 
ords, speeding  chemical  analyses, 
using  photography  to  see  inside  ma- 
terials. It  all  adds  up  to  better 
products  produced  faster  at  lower 
cost,"  Barr  said. 


Giles  Plans  New  Theater 

Laconia,  N.  H. — A  new  theater  to 
be  built  on  property  adjoining  City 
Hall  on  Pleasant  St.,  by  the  Gile 
theater  interests  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  which  already  operate  the 
Colonial  and  Gardens  theaters  here, 
will  have  1,186  seats,  according  to 
Ralph  E.  Morris,  local  manager  for 
the  company. 


Enterprise  Orders  First  Ten  GE  Opinion 

Meters  to  Test  "Sneah"  Audience  Reactions 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Enterprise  last  week  placed  an  order  for  ten  of  the  new  opinion 
meters  developed  by  General  Electric,  for  first  use  in  checking  entertainment 
values  of  the  Harry  Sherman  production,  "Ramrod,"  in  its  previews  preceding 
the  production's  forthcoming  world  premiere.  The  studio  thus  became  Holly- 
wood's first  to  avail  itself  of  the  new  machine,  described  in  the  Review  of 
Scientific  Instruments,  as  a  means  to  put  "sneak"  showings  of  new  films  on  a 
more   scientific  basis   than   heretofore   possible. 

As  described  in  the  Review,  the  machine  will  take  150  varying  opinions,  and 
render  a  composite  opinicn  within  ten  seconds,  on  a  dial  that  reads  from  zero 
to  100.  The  manufacturer  contemplates  that  the  instrument  will  prove  valuable 
in  sampling  opinions  in  school  rooms,  conferences,  lecture  groups,  educational 
organizations,  political  meetings  and  radio  stations,  as  well  as  in  motion  pictures 
and  other  industries  dependent  upon  favorable  opinion. 


Sharp  Frame,  Focus  In  Ben  Pills  Announces 


B  &  H  Close-Up  Device 


Chicago  —  Accurate  framing  and 
needle-sharp  focusing  at  distances  as 
short  as  6  inches  are  offered  to  users 
of  Filmo  8  mm.  and  16  mm.  motion 
picture  cameras  by  means  of  the 
new  Bell  &  Howell  Close-up  Attach- 
ment. 

Consisting  of  a  supplementary  fix- 
ture, which  is  fastened  easily  to  the 
camera  lens,  new  unit  comes 
equipped  with  one  auxiliary  lens  and 
a  compensating  viewfinder.  Addi- 
tional auxiliary  lenses  are  available 
for  use  singly  and  in  combination  at 
various  camera-to-subject  distances 
up  to  and  including  36  inches. 


Williams  Plans  300-Seat 
House  in  King  City,  Mo. 

King  City,  Mo.— David  O.  Wil- 
liams, who  has  been  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Missouri  Theater  in  St. 
Joseph,  recently  purchased  a  corner 
store  building  here  and  plans  to  re- 
model it  into  a  300-seat  motion  pic- 
ture theater.  He  hopes  to  have  the 
house  ready  early  in  the  spring.  He 
purchased  two  other  buildings  and 
is  selling  them  to  the  present  oc- 
cupants. Williams  has  been  asso- 
ciated with  Fox  Midwest  for  many 
years  managing  theaters  for  that  cir- 
cuit in  Sedalia,  prior  to  his  transfer 
to  St.  Joseph  in  1931. 


Five  New  Ya.  Houses 


Fredericksburg,  Va.  —  State  Sen- 
ator Benjamin  T.  Pitts  has  announced 
plans  for  the  construction  of  five 
new  theaters.  Included  in  the  planned 
five  will  be  a  theater  estimated  to 
cost  between  $200,000  and  $250,000, 
seating  1,000;  a  900-  seater,  in  Front 
Royal,  and  smaller  houses  in  Min- 
eral, Louisa,  and  Gordonsville. 

Construction  on  the  local  house  is 
set  for  about  April  1,  and  is  ex- 
pected to  take  six  months.  The 
smaller  houses  are  set  to  get  under 
way  about  Feb.  1. 


Columbus  Tele  Hookup 
Is  Nearing  Completion 


Columbus,  O. — Construction  on  the 
television  transmitter  of  the  new 
video  station,  WLWC,  is  proceeding 
and  it  will  soon  be  installed  in  the 
LeVeque-Lincoln  skyscraper  in  the 
heart  of  the  downtown  theater  dis- 
trict. J.  A.  McDonald,  television  en- 
gineer for  Cincinnati  station  WLW, 
is  superintending  construction  which 
is  under  way  in  -the  Cincinnati  stu- 
dios of  WLW,  owner  of  the  local 
video  station  as  well  as  a  Cincinnati 
tele  outlet. 

No  time  can  be  set  for  comple- 
tion, said  McDonald.  Scarcity  of  ma- 
terials has  delayed  construction  of 
the     new     48-kilowatt     transmitter. 


Justifies  Commercial  Building 

OfficialSaysMaterialsExceedHomeNeeds 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


most  materials  is  above  or  near  rec- 
ord levels  and  well  in  excess  of  home 
building  requirements.  New  $50,000,- 
000  limitation  will  permit  only  $2,- 
600,000,000  of  non-housing  in  twelve 
months'  time,  whereas  both  govern- 
mental and  industry  estimates  have 
agreed  that  there  can  and  should  be 
at  least  $8,000,000,000  of  new  con- 
struction other  than  housing  in  1947, 
unless  strikes  interfere  seriously 
with  production  of  building  mate- 
rials and  equipment. 

Continuation    of    the    $50,000,000 
limitation  for  many  weeks  will  make 


it  impossible  to  reach  that  goal  and 
will  result  in  large  surpluses  of 
many  key  materials  before  Spring, 
Whitlock  said.  It  would  be  better, 
he  continued,  to  give  the  responsi- 
bility for  limiting  industrial  and  com- 
mercial construction  to  local  officers 
who  can  make  decisions  based  on  the 
local  availability  without  regard  to 
arbitrary  dollar  limitations.  There  is 
no  valid  reason  whatsoever  to  re- 
strict the  construction  of  buildings 
which  do  not  require  materials 
needed  locally  for  home  building, 
Whitlock  concluded. 


Dominion  Drive-ins 
Hit  High  Grosses 


Montreal — The  trend  towards  ea 
pansion  in  the  drive-in  theater  busi 
ness  in  Canada  has  been  highlightei 
by  figures  just  released  by  Skyway 
Drive-In  Theaters,  Ltd.  for  one  o 
their  houses.  Figures  on  the  com 
plete  chain  has  not  yet  been  releas 
but  every  indication  points  to  t. 
huge  profit-making  potentials  o 
these  types  of  theater  in  the  Prov 
inces. 

Results  to  date  of  the  Hamiltoi 
(Ontario)  theater  alone  indicate  tha 
the  earnings,  after  payment  of  al 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  op 
eration  of  the  theater,  including 
amusement  tax  but  before  deprecia 
tion  and  income  taxes,  will  be,  for  ; 
full  season,  at  an  annual  rate  o: 
over  three  times  the  debenture  in ! 
terest  requirements  of  $16,500  pe 
annum  on  the  full  issue  of  $300,001 
par  value  debentures,  reports  J.  K 
Cooke,  vice-president.  On  this  basi 
it  is  estimated  that  the  net  profit 
after  bond  interest,  depreciation  am 
income  taxes  would  not  be  less  thai 
$15,000  per  theater  per  annum. 

Pro-f orma  balance  sheet  as  at  Oct 
21,  1946,  giving  effect  to  the  financ 
ing  by  Harrison  &  Co.,,  shows  cur 
rent  assets,  comprising  mainly  $147, 
817  cash,  of  $151,830  and  curren 
liabilities  of  $66,442,  including  pro 
vision  of  $7,000  fo  taxes.  Fixed  as. 
sets,  afte  deducting  $6,601  deprecia 
tion,  total  $184,051  and  earned  sur 
plus  amounts  to  $10,648. 


Weaver  Given  CPA  Okay 
To  Rebuild  Paulding  Granc 

Paulding,  O. — Civilian  Productioi 
Administration  has  granted  the  ap 
plication  of  Arthur  Weaver  to  re 
build  the  Grand  Theater  in  Paulding 
which  was  destroyed  by  a  $100,00*? 
blaze  on  Labor  Day.  The  new  the 
ater  will  be  built  on  the  same  site 
with  a  32-foot  extension  on  the  real 
Plans  have  been  completed  and 
fire-proof  structure  with  seating  ca 
pacity  for  750  persons  will  b.' 
erected.  Construction  will  be  startei 
this  month  and  will  require  abou 
four  months  to  complete. 


New  Rubber  Matting 
Laid  Like  Rroadloom 

A  Multi-Length  rubber  link  type 
matting  of  entirely  new  design,  is 
announced  by  the  B.  F.  Goodrich 
Co.,  Akron,  Ohio.  Designed  to  serve 
in  a  large  number  of  applicaticns, 
the  matting  will  be  made  only  in 
30-inch  width.  In  this  width,  the 
product  is  believed  to  be  ideal  for 
runner  matting  in  hallways,  lobbies, 
etc.  Made  of  rubber  links  which  are 
resistant  to  oil,  acids,  alkalis,  the 
matting  is  easy  to  clean.  Surface 
corrugations  provide  excellent  non- 
skid,  say  the  makers. 
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EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


heater  Planned  For 
;.  I.  Housing  Project 


Cranston,  R.  I. — A  new  theater  has 
jen  planned  here  as  part  of  a  new 
using  development  to  be  started  in 
irly  Spring,  announcement  was 
ade  recently   by   Nazzereno   Melo- 

»f*ro,  president  of  the  Rhode  Island 

feme  Builders,  Inc.,  which  is  plan- 
ing the  real  estate  development. 
Entire  development  is  expected  to 
st  8  to  10  million  dollars  and  will 
elude  600  one-family  homes  and 
two-and-three-story  apartment 
uses  to  house  a  total  of  800-900 
milies.  It  will  be  the  largest  in 
5w  England. 

fjlln  addition  to  the  theater,  the 
mmunity,  as  yet  unnamed,  will 
,ve  25  stores  if  all  types,  15  acres 

;  parking  space,  and  6%  miles  of 
ved  roads.  The  company  will  offer 

fee  land  to  the  city  of  Cranston  for 
e   erection   of   a   school   and  play- 

.  ound. 
Work  will  be  started  on  the  first 
the  apartments  this  Spring,  ac- 
rding  to  Mellocarro,  and  the  en- 
e  project,  which  is  to  be  located 
Reservoir  and  Sackanosset  Aves. 
11  take  four  years  for  completion. 

u  No  announcement  has  yet  been 
ade    as    to    who    will    operate    the 

:  eater. 


uilding  Code  Revision 
tanned  for  Ohio  County 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
died  in  the  new  city  building  code 

|w  under  consideration. 

,  State  laws   set  up  restrictions  in 

|  des  only  as  they  affect  health,  sani- 
tion,  and  safety.  Under  the  statute, 

'  unty  codes  have  no  control  over 
nstruction  in  municipalities  and 
nnot  affect  farm  buildings. 

amaker,  Nixon  Named  As 
iausch  &  Lomb  Managers 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 

o,  both  members  of  firm's  board  of 

rectors,  will  have  full  responsibili- 
i  for  handling  all  phases  of  divi- 
onal  operations,  Herbert  Eisenhart, 

esident,  announced.  Raymond  An- 
.rson  succeeds  Ramaker,  and  Lysle 

cKinley    assumes    Nixon's    former 

sition. 


Foreign  Pic  House 
To  Open  in  Jersey 

The  700-seat  Station  Theater, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  is  scheduled  to  be 
Jersey's  first  foreign  language  house, 
when  it  is  reopened  after  extensive 
alterations,  about  Feb.   15. 

Berk  and  Krumgold.  theater  realty 
specialists  announce  that  they  have 
concluded  a  long-term  lease  for  the 
theater  property,  to  a  corporation 
headed  by  Harry  Harris,  New  York 
circuit  operator. 

Harris  plans  extensive  refurbish  - 
ings  of  both  the  building  and  the 
equipment. 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 


to  acept  the  Edison  medal  at  the  con- 
vention of  the  American  Institute  of 
Electrical  Engineers.  .  .  .  Medal  will  be 
presented  by  David  Sarnoff,  president 
of  RCA.  ...  •  Paramount  Theater, 
Toledo,  O.,  suffered  a  fire  loss  of  $300 
recently,  when  a  plaze  started  by  a 
cigaree  or  spontaneous  combustion  in  a 
pile  of  rubbish  broke  out  in  a  base- 
ment storeroom  under  the  stage,  about 
half  an  hoor  after  theater  had  been 
cleared.  .  .  .  William  Cameron,  stage 
manager,  called  firemen  after  he  smelled 
smoke  while  employes  were  cleaning 
up. 

*  *  * 

MODERN  theater,  with  300  capacity 
and  a  gallery  for  Negro  patronage  is 
nearing  completion,  in  Wedowee,  Ala., 
after  being  held  up  several  months  by 
shortages  of  materials.  .  .  .  Owners  are 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Denson  Simpson.  ...  •  E. 
A.  Lustig  and  A.  M.  Hess,  Chicago,  owners 
of  Savory  Specialties  Co.  are  in  production 
again  after  supplies  of  cellophane  bags  for 
packaging  their  popcorn  lines  started  to 
return.  ...  •  In  El  Paso,  Tex.,  fire 
caused  by  a  short  circuit  in  the  fan  room 
adjoin  ire?  the  bcoth  of  the  Ellanay  Theater 
caused  $400  damages.  ...  •  Ritz  Thea- 
ter, in  Ballinger,  Tex.  was  totally  destroyed 
by  a  fire  causing  damages  estimated  at 
between  $25,000  and  $30,000.  ...  No  in - 
iuries  were  suffered  by  the  patrons  who 
filed  out  in  an  orderly  manner.  ...  •  In 
Chicago,  Irving  and  Harrv  Bartelstein.  sons 
r>f  Harry  Bartelstein  of  the  Bartelstein 
Theater  circuit  have  formed  the  H  &  L 
Theater  Concessions  Co.  to  distribute  and 
sell  popcorn,  candies  and  other  products 
for  theater  vending  machines.  .  .  .  Bob 
Templer  is  general  mangaer  of  the  com- 
pany. ...  •  H.  C.  Hogan,  popcorn  ex- 
pert, and  wife,  of  Chicago,  are  in  Tucs"n, 
Ariz.,  for  a  winter  vacation. 


I N  Detroit,  a  new  organization,  Horst- 
*  man  &  Co..  neon  signs  and  mainte- 
nance, has  be°n  formed  h\  Walt  Horst- 
**>an,  formerlv  with  the  Walker  Sign 
Co.  .  .  .  Headquarters  are  at  27  Eliot 
St.  ...  •  Also  in  the  auto  city,  a 
Projected  new  2000-*eat  house  is  to  be 
erected  in  the  Southeastern  corner  of 
the  suburban  area  at  Mack  and  Seven 
Mile  Roads  bi>  United  Detroit  Circuit- 
Paramount  affiliate.  .  .  .  To  be  called 
Woods  Theater.  .  .  .  Architect  is  Char- 
les N.  Agree.  ...  •  In  Burlington, 
la..  Edgar  Sirause.  Jr..  World  War  II 
vet  ha*  Wed  application  with  the  city 
council  for  Permission  to  construct  and 
operate  a  theater.  .  .  .  Amplication  has 
been  turned  over  to  the  city  Planning 
anA  zoning  commission.  ...  •  Brook- 
side,  in  Kansas  Citv.  Fox  Midwest  nabe 
has  resumed  operation  after  a  one-dav 
closing  caused  by  a  fire  that  resulted  in 
$100,000  damages  to  the  Brookside 
Theater  building.  .  .  .  A  heavy  firewall 
prevented  the  blaze  from  entering  the 
theater,  confining  it  to  offices  on  the 
second  floor.  ...  •  The  Manor,  in 
McPherson.  Kans.,  an  A.  F.  Baker  En- 
terprises theater,  was  to  reopen  this 
week  after  remodeling.  .  .  .  House  had 
been  closed  since  the  Fall,  when  it  was 
swept  by  fire.  ...  •  Russell  H.  Yan- 
kie,   recently   appointed  Southern  dis- 


trict sales  manager  for  Natco,  is  setting 
up  a  sales  organization  for  16mm 
equipment,  in  St.  Petersburg,  Fla. 

#  *  * 

LjENRY  H.  SULLIVAN,  owner  of  the 
'  '  Magnolia  Theater  Building,  in  Titus- 
ville,  Fla.,  has  been  granted  a  permit  to 
build  a  theater  on  Julia  St.  .  .  .  Aporoxi- 
mate  cost  of  the  building  will  be  $40,000. 
.  .  .  When  this  is  completed,  he  will  re- 
model the  old  Magnolia  Theater  into  a 
hotel.  ...  •  In  Norwood,  Mass.,  South- 
ern Theater  has  reopened,  having  been 
closed  since  September  for  renovations. 
.  .  .  House  is  owned  by  John  Hayes  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Lynch  Hayes.  .  .  .  Theater  is 
a  475-seater,  no  balcony,  with  refurbish- 
ings  estimated  at  $35,000.  ...»  Bell 
City  Theater,  in  Bell  City,  Mo.,  was  among 
the  buildings  destroyed  in  a  fire  that  swept 
the  city's  business  district,  recentlv,  caus- 
ing a  total  loss  of  more  than  $75,000.  .  .  . 
Fire  is  believed  to  have  been  caused  by  a 
water  heater  in  a  barber  shop.  ...  A 
bucket  brigade  saved  other  buildings  in  the 
oath  of  the  flames.  ...  •  Harold  Piatt, 
United  Beverage  distributors,  Chicago,  sup- 
plying B  &  K  theaters  with  soft  drinks, 
will  leave  for  Dallas,  Tex.,  next  m~nth,  to 
suoervise  a  Texas  installation,  along  the 
lines  of  the  Chicago  territory  setup. 

IN  Stover,   Mo.,   a   new  marquee  has 

•  been  installed  on  the  Osage  Theater 
which  was  opened  a^out  six  months 
ago.  ...  •  General  Electric  Co.  has 
leased  large  display  space  and  offices 
for  their  electronic  department  in  the 
huge  Merchandise  Mart,  in  Chicago. 
.  .  .  George  S.  Petersen  is  central  dis- 
trict division  manager  for  the  depart- 
ment. ...  •  Upon  recommendation 
of  the  Citv  Health  Dep't..  in  Mobile, 
Ala.,  theaters  are  using  DDT  to  clear 
the  houses  of  vermin  .  .  .  Results  are 
said  to  be  effective.  ...  •  In  Prichard. 
Ala.,  theater  men  are  worrying  about 
city's  announced  levy  of  $15  Per  year 
on    all    air    conditioning    units.    .    .    . 

•  Ben  L.  Ogron.  head  of  the  Ohio 
Theater  Supply,  Cleveland,  has  been 
nameJ  exclusive  carpet  contractor  for 
A  &  M  Karaghetisian.  Inc..  Inc.  carpet 
manufacturers,  for  the  Cleveland  ex- 
change area.  ...  •  Work  is  nearing 
completion  on  the  new  theater  being 
built  by  Art  Brooke,  in  Spring  Vallev, 
Wise.  ...  •  L.  K.  Naas  has  installed 
new  sound  equipment  in  the  Rialto 
Theater,  in  North  St.  Paul.  Minn.  .  .  . 

•  G.  S.  Abbott  has  installed  a  new 
screen  and  has  made  boooth  improve- 
ments in  the  Lake  Theater,  in  Arling- 
ton, S.  D. 

*  #  # 

I  OCAL  hotels,  apartment  houses,  thea- 
"~  ters,  and  all  buildings  used  bv  large 
numbers  of  people,  will  be  insnected 
monthly  bv  a  fire  deDartmenf  official,  in 
Mobile  Ala.,  as  a  result  of  the  Winecoff 
Hotel  fire,  in  Atlanta.  .  .  .  Insoections  were 
formerlv  made  everv  six  months.  .  .  . 
9  Oklahoma  City's  Home  Theater.  State's 
largest  movie  house,  has  been  onened.  .  .  . 
House  will  maintain  a  orice  polirv  similar 
to  that  of  downtown  first-run  houses,  R. 
Lewis  Barton,  operator,  announced.  .  .  . 
Radio  broadcast  from  the  lobby  featured 
opening   night  ceremonies. 


Natco  Rep  Sees  Big 
.  S.  L  Market 


South  America  is  virtually  an  un- 
tapped market  for  sound  projector 
equipment,  according  to  Robert 
Schasseur,  of  Bellows,  Schasseur  & 
Co.,  New  York  export  firm,  who  re- 
cently completed  a  five  weeks'  sur- 
vey trip  to  Brazil,  Uruguay  and  Ar- 
gentina. As  sales  representative  in 
Central  and  South  America  of  Nat- 
co, Inc.,  Chicago,  manufacturer  of 
16  mm.  sound  film  projectors,  Schas- 
seur said  that  a  broad  market  for 
16  mm.  projectors  remains  to  be  de- 
veloped. He  found,  for  example, 
that  neither  school  systems  nor  gov- 
ernments had  taken  up  the  use  of 
training  films.  Current  demand  for 
projection  equipment  comes  solely 
from  amateurs,  he  said,  and  this 
type  of  business  is  expected  to  cre- 
ate a  market  during  the  present  year 
for  about  4,000  machines  each  in 
Brazil  and  Argentina. 

Schasseur  reported  that  Natco 
distributors  also  will  be  established 
soon  in  many  other  Latin-American 
countries.  A  representative  of  his 
firm  was  to  leave  on  an  extensive 
trip  which  will  include  Cuba,  Porto 
Rico,  Dominican  Republic,  Ecuador, 
Venezuela,  and  Peru. 

Bigelow-Sanford  Acquires 
Norwood  Mill  in  Virginia 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
will  help  supply  Bigelow-'Sanford's 
weaving  plants  and  will  enable  the 
company  to  meet  post-war  produc- 
tion goals  set  higher  than  pre-war, 
according  to  James  D.  Wise,  presi- 
dent. 


Luxury  Taxes  Eyed  As 
Potential  State  Revenue 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

in  the  state  for  the  federal  govern- 
ment last  month  than  in  December, 
1945,  according  to  Elmer  K.  Kelm, 
collector  of  internal  revenue.  Admis- 
sions taxes  jumped  from  $450,000  in 
December,  1945,  to  $620,000  last 
month. 


Gentle  Breezes  Waft 
Pre-fab  House  Seats 

West  Coast  Bur..  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — film  fans  were  treated 
to  a  pleasant  innovation  at  the  open- 
ing, last  night,  of  the  new  pre- 
fashioned  Crest  Theater,  in  Long 
Beach,  when  they  were  initiated  into 
the  novelty  of  seats  with  built-in  air 
conditioning.  Prototype  is  a  38-foot 
davenport  with  blowers  to  waft  gen- 
tle puffs  through  the  upholstery,  sit- 
uated in  the  lounge  of  the  novel 
theater.  Ultimately,  it's  planned  to 
install  this  air  conditioning  through- 
out the  house.  Two  other  fancy  fea- 
tures of  the  new  theater  are  a  grill  in 
front  of  doors  with  vacuum  cleaners 
for  passing  shoes,  and  electric  signals 
which  notify  usherettes  when  patrons 
approach. 


the  film  editor  on  his  way*  •  • 


CRUDE  as  this  shot  seems  to  us  now, 
it  opened  a  young  industry's  eyes 
to  a  new  way  of  making  motion  pic- 
tures— and  started  the  film  editor  on  his 
way  to  his,  present  important  position. 
Today,  working  closely  with  director 
or  producer,  the  film  editor  is  respon- 
sible for  much  of  a  picture's  continuity, 
its   smooth   flow  and   rhythm.   On   his 


creative  understanding  of  theme  and 
mood ...  his  feeling  for  pace  and  its  effect 
on  drama... rests  a  large  part  of  a  pic- 
ture's ultimate  success. 

And  top-flight  photographic  quality, 
contributed  by  the  family  of  Eastman 
motion  picture  films,  gives  the  film  ed- 
itor the  help  he  needs  if  he  is  to  carry 
out  his  responsibility  to  the  full. 


EASTMAN  KODAK  COMPANY 

ROCHESTER  4,  N.  Y. 
J.  E.  BRULATOUR,  INC.,  DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT  LEE  •  CHICAGO  •  HOLLYWOOD 


28  W.     44' 
New  York 


21st   floor 
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lajors  May  Drop  Shorts  for  Classroom  Product 


mpanies  Studying  Situ- 
ion  in  Light  of  Low  Re- 
rns  from  Short  Subjects 

Jnless  rental  income  from  shorts 
i  be  boosted  to  meet  at  least  part 
the  greatly  increased  production 
ts,  some  of  the  major  producers 
mtually  may  abandon  all  or  most 
I  their  present  short  subject  sched- 
[s  in  favor  of  making  pictures  for 
:  expanding  classroom  and  other 
-l-theatrical  uses,  it  is  learned  by 
:e  Film  Daily. 

A.t   least   two   companies   already 
i  studying  the  situation  with  such 
don  in  view  and  are  mulling  over 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


iochrie  Opens  RKO 
lies  Parley  Today 


Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  Radio  Vice- 
:sident  and  general  sales  manager, 
1  preside  at  a  mid-winter  meeting 
district  managers  opening  today 
I  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  Various 
ne  office  executives  will  also  at- 
id,  including  Nat  Levy  and  Walter 
Branson,  Eastern  and  Western 
/ision  sales  managers  and  Harry 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


torts  Recommendations 
tbmitted  for  Quota  Act 


London  (By  Cable) — Quota  recom- 
ndations  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
both  the  Association  of  Special- 
,d  Film  Producers  and  the  British 
ort  Film  Makers  Society  were  dis- 
sed  here  at  the  week-end. 
rhe  former  calls  for  a  division  of 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Second  French  Award 
To  Paine  of  ASCAP 

John  G.  Paine,  ASCAP  general 
manager,  has  been  made  a  Chevalier 
of  the  French  Legion  of  Honor. 
Award  was  conferred  Friday  by  Henri 
Bonnet,  French  consul.  This  is  sec- 
ond award  for  Paine  who  previously 
was  elected  an  officer  of  the  Aca- 
demie  Francaise. 


"Request"  for  Truman  to  Shelve  Further 

Tariff  Cut  Plans  Expected  from  Opponents 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  may  soon  "request"  Presi- 
dent Truman  to  shelve  plans  for  further  tariff  reductions,  it  was  learned  over 
the  week-end. 

The  tariff  program  backed  solidly  by  MPAA,  has  bumped  into  continued  re- 
sistance from  congressional  Republicans. 

Chairman  Harold  Knutson  held  a  secret  meeting  of  Republican  members  of 
the  committee  to  discuss  the  subject,  where  they  heard  three  witnesses  who 
testified  against  the  reciprocal  trade  program. 

Although  Republicans  were  not  lined  up  solidly  against  the  trade  program, 
opponents  of  reducing  tariffs  claim  enough  votes  to  pass  the  "request"  to 
President  Truman. 


N.  M.  Schenck  Holds 
21,439  Loew  Shares 


Nicholas  M.  Schenck  of  the  10 
nominees  for  directors  to  be  voted 
upon  by  Loew's  stockholders  at  the 
special  meeting  on  Feb.  27  holds  the 
largest  number  of  shares  of  com- 
mon stock,  according  to  the  proxy 
statement  mailed  to  stockholders  late 
last  week. 

Schenck,  company  president,  held 
21,439  shares  at  the  close  of  busi- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"All  or  None"  Provision 
On  Contracts  is  Proposed 

Eldora,  la.  —  AITO  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  in  its  latest  bulletin  ad- 
vises theater  owners  in  that  area 
that  under  the  new  selling  plan  dis- 
tribs  may  reject  one  or  more  pix  on 
the  same  contract  or  in  the  same 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Special  Sales  Policy 
To  Be  Set  for  "Egg" 


San  Francisco  —  First  of  a  series 
of  three  sales  meetings  scheduled  by 
William  A.  Scully,  Universal-Inter- 
national sales  chief,  to  set  plans  for 
the  distribution  of  U-I  product  for 
the  next  six  months  opens  at  the 
Mark  Hopkins  Hotel  here  today. 

Branch  managers  from  Los  An- 
geles, Denver,  Salt  Lake  City,  Frisco, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Schiller  Upped  To  Head 
Rep's  Branch  Operations 

Promotion  of  Republic's  Albert  E. 
Schiller  to  head  of  branch  opera- 
tions, effective  immediately,  has 
been  announced.  Formerly  assistant 
to  Walter  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  whose  posi- 
tion he  now  takes  over,  Schiller  will 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Seek  Way  to  Hold  Roadshows 

Can  Distrib.  Lease  Theater's  Four  Walls? 


Chilly's  UMPTO  Names 
Friday  Exec.  Secretary 

Philadelnhia  —  Tom  Friday,  of 
Scranton,  has  been  appointed  execu- 
tive secretary  of  the  local  UMPTO, 
by  President  Lewen  Pizor.  Friday 
will  work  with  Pizor,  and  also  rep- 
resent the  body  at  Harrisburg  keep- 
ing an  eye  on  legislative  matters. 


Top  industry  attorneys,  mulling 
the  problem  of  roadshows,  are  won- 
dering whether  it  is  possible  to  pre- 
sent a  picture  on  that  basis  by  rent- 
ing a  house's  four  walls  and  operat- 
ing theater  for  the  duration  of  a 
run.  Under  such  circumstances,  dis- 
trib. could  set  his  own  admish  prices 
without  charges  of  conspiracy. 

Cropper  in  such  an  arrangement 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Johnston  Sees  Appointee 
Aiding  Relationship 
Between  Two  Countries 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Col.  Frank  Mc- 
Carthy, former  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State,  has  been  named  MPAA  head 
in  France,  in  a 
significant  move 
announced  over 
the  week  -  end  by 
President  Eric  A. 
Johnston. 

Although  Mc- 
Carthy's immed- 
iate duties  will  be 
confined  to 
France,  it  is  ex- 
pected here  that 
his  assignment 
will  spread  to  key 
spots  in  Europe, 
including  the  po- 
tentially great 
pix  market  in 
Germany. 

As   a   close   confidant   and  former 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


col.  McCarthy 


Yonkers  Ticket  Tax 
Proposal  in  Discard 


Proposed  Yonkers  amusement  tax 
appeared  dead  as  a  dodo  at  the  week- 
end,   with    the    probability    that    a 
compromise   also   would  be   reached 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


CSV  Reduces  Demands 
For  Return  To  Worh 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles  —  CSU  officials  Fri- 
day announced  that  strikers  had 
reduced  their  three  demands  to  two- 
signed  crntracts  and  return  to  work 
without  discrimination  of  picket  line 
observers.  They  dropped  demand  that 
arbitration  machinery  be  established 
before   returning  to  work. 

However,  new  offer  does  not  meet 
condition  demanded  by  prrducers 
that  all  film  unions  establish  arbi- 
tration machinery  to  settle  union 
rrws.  Herbert  K.  Sorrell,  president  of 
CSU,  is  now  willing  to  let  Interna- 
tional heads  deal  with  jurisdictional 
matters. 
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British  Religious  Group 
Approves  Sunday  Shows 


London  (Via  Cable) — Approval  of 
Sunday  film  shows  was  recommended 
by  the'  Christian  Film  Council.  Pro- 
viso was  that  Sabbath  showing  be 
"of  a  high  moral  tone."  Hundreds 
of  English  communities  stand  to 
benefit  bv  the  CFC  action. 


COfllMG  ADD  GOIDG 


Philly  Theaters  Ass'n 
Meets  on  Tax  Problems 


MANNY  REINER,  SRO  Latin-American  sales 
exec,   leaves   for   the   Coast  tomorrow. 

WILLIAM  HOWARD,  assistant  general  mana- 
ger of  RKO  Theaters,  will  leave  today  on  an 
inspection  tour  of  circuit's  Midwest  houses. 
JAMES  ROTH  will  accompany  him. 

F.  A.  BATEMAN,  Screen  Guild's  general 
=ales  manager,  is  in  Chicago  for  sales  con- 
fabs. 

LOREN  RYDER,  new  SMPE  president  who 
heads  the  Paramount  sound  department,  will 
start   back  for  the    studio  tonight. 

BARNEY  BALABAN,  president  of  Paramount 
Pictures,  left  Florida  yesterday  to  attend  studio 
production   conferences. 

ARTHUR  SHEEKMAN  returned  to  the  Coast 
Saturday. 

SID  MES1BOV,  Para.'s  assistant  exploitation 
manager,  left  Friday  for  Columbia,  Mo.,  with 
VIRGINIA  WELLES,  Paramount  player.  He  will 
return  to  New  York  tomorrow  while  the  actress 
will   go    on   to   the   Coast   today. 

FRANCES  GIFFORD,  M-G-M  star,  leaves  for 
the  Coast  Thursday  after  vacationing  here 
several    weeks. 

VICTOR  MOORE,  co-star  of  Roy  Del  Ruth's 
"It  Happened  on  Fifth  Avenue,"  first  Allied 
Artist's  release,  leaves  New  York  today  for 
the  Hollywood  press  preview. 

DENNIS  WILLIAMS,  director  of  distribution 
of  Encyclopedia  Britannica  Films,  will  speak  at 
the  NAVED  Southeastern  regional  meeting  in 
Atlanta,   on    Feb.   1. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON  returned  over  the 
week-end  from  Chicago  where  he  conferred  with 
five  of  M-G-M  field  representatives  on  the 
Chicago  promotional  campaign  for  "The  Yearl- 
ing," which  is  slated  to  open  early  next  montn 
at  a   B   &  K  Loop   house. 


Warner  Circuit  Ad  Men 
Meeting  in  New  York 

A  meeting  of  Warner  Bros.  Circuit 
zone  advertising  men  will  be  held 
today  and  tomorrow  at  the  home 
office  by  Harry  Goldberg,  director  of 
theater  advertising  and  publicity,  to 
discuss  current  advertising  matters 
and  special  campaigns  for  forthcom- 
ing Warner  releases. 

Mort  Blumenstock,  publicity  -  ad 
chief,  will  outline  policies  for  the 
handling  of  "Nora  Prentiss,"  "Pur- 
sued," "The  Two  Mrs.  Carrolls"  and 
other  Spring  releases,  and  Harry  M. 
Kalmine,  general  manager  of  War- 
ner Theaters,  also  will  speak. 

Zone  advertising  men  present  will 
include  J.  Knox  Strachan,  Cleveland; 
Dan  Finn,  Xew  Haven;  George  Kelly, 
Newark;  Charles  A.  Smakwitz,  Al- 
bany; Everett  C.  Callow.  Philadel- 
phia; James  Totman,  Pittsburgh; 
Frank  LaFalce,  Washington,  and 
Harry  MacDonald,  Milwaukee. 


I  PRESS 

I  BOOKS     PHOTO   OFFSET 

^rCOLORCHROME  CORP. 


2    BROADWAY  NEW  YORK   4 

4  —  3722-3-4-5-4 


•    COPYWRITING 
•    ILLUSTRATION 

•    PASTE-UP 

•   STORING 

•    MAILING 


A  Complete  Service. 


CHARLES  E.  KESNICH,  M-G-M  district  man- 
ager, has  returned  to  his  Atlanta  headquarters 
after  a  visit  to  New  Orleans  for  conferences 
with    Rudy    Berger,    Southern    sales    manager. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  M-G-M  vice-president  and 
director  of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploita- 
tion, got  back  from  the  Coast  Saturday. 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  M-G-M  producer,  is  due 
from  the  Coast  during  the  week. 

HAROLD  LEWIS,  RKO-Pathe  studio  manager 
in    New    York,    leaves    today    for    Hollywood. 

JUDITH  ANDERSON  has  returned  to  Holly- 
wood   from    New    York. 

DAVID  D.  HORNE,  assistant  treasurer  of 
Monogram  International,  left  Sunday  night  for 
Mexico   City   for  an    undetermined    period. 

IRENE  DUNNE  arrived  in  New  York  Friday 
for  a   two-week  vacation. 

RUTH  NEWMAN,  RKO  Theaters'  publicity 
department,  and  husband  ABRAHAM  OZER,  re- 
turned to  New  York  today,  following  a  two- 
week  honeymoon  trip  to  Canada. 


Philadelphia — Board  of  Goven 
of  the  Philadelphia  Theaters  A. 
ciation  held  it  first  luncheon  mee 
at  the   Ritz   Carlton  to   discuss 
problems  confronting  theaters. 


PCC  Territorial  Units  to 
Watch  Decree  Enforcement 


"Boomerang,"  Re-Issue 
On  Fox's  Feb.  Schedule 
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THERE'S  ONLY  ONE 


MIAMI  BEACH 

OCEAN  FRONT  »  40th  to  41st  Sts. 
Reservations  Invited  •  Walter  Jacobs 
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IV.  Y.  THEATER} 
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—RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

Rockefeller   Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK   •   JANE  WYMAI 
CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 

In   Technicolor      •      An   M-G-M    Picrur 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE     PRESENTATIO. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Territorial  units  of 
the  PCC  of  ITO,  as  a  result  of  the 
trustees'  meeting  held  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  last  week,  will  establish  area 
committees  to  check  on  enforcement 
of  :he  provisions  of  the  Statutory 
Court's  decree  in  the  Government's 
New  York  equity  suit. 


Twentieth-Fox  February  releases 
include  three  new  productions  and 
one  re-issue.  "Boomerang"  heads 
the  list.  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band" 
is  the  re-issue.  Other  releases  are 
"The  Brasher  Doubloon"  and 
"Strange  Journey." 


Taplinger  Here  For  Talks 

Robert  Taplinger  Enterprise  vice- 
prexy  in  charge  of  advertising  and 
publicity,  arrived  Friday  to  huddle 
both  with  UA  and  Loew's  Int'l  on 
campaigns  for  "Arch  of  Triumph." 
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DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 

MAUREE.1!  O'HARA  -  WALTER  SLEZA . 

Sinbad  the  Sailor  m 


ON  SCREEN 
HELDOVER! 

'TheJOLSON 
STORY' 

In  TECHNICOLOR 
Larry  PARKS 
Evelyn  KEYES 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN    TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount   Picture   Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND         STANWYCK         FITZGERAl 

A  John   Farrow   Production 


Rivoli  Theater 
B'way    &    49th    St. 


Doors  Op 
9:30  A> 
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"THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR" — 

N.    Y.   FILM   CRITICS 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous 
Performances 


ASTOR 


B'WAY 
45*1 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in 

"13  RUE  MADELEINE' 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 

Plus  on  Stage — GRACIE   FIELD! 

Extra!     Arthur  Blake 

R  O  X  Y     7th  Ave.  &  50th  St 
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my  Merit  Medal 
Jack  L.  Warner 


Sngttm  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
ashington  —  The  War  Depart- 
.:  announced  yesterday  the  award 
le  Medal  for  Merit  to  Col.  Jack 
"arner,  vice- 

J'=j,d  e  n  t     in 
jLjof  produc- 
^i   Warners. 
I  award  covers 
•ner's  serv- 
to    the    War 
.irtment  from 
ember,    1939, 
5eptemb  e  r, 
;.  Presenta- 
i  will  be  made 
feneral  of  the 
y    Henry    H. 
hid    on    War- 
!;  return  from 
bpe. 

arly  in  the 
,   even   before 

U.  S.  was  actually  involved,  the 
Department    sought    Warner's 
He    thereafter    recruited    and 
ided    producers,    writers,    direc- 
and  technicians  for  the  armed 
es  and  established  the  first  mo- 
picture  unit  of  the  Army   Air 
;:es.    In  addition  to  making  hun- 
,s  of  training  films  at  Warners 
iios,   he    supervised   the   produc- 
1  of  a  great  number  of  recruiting 
ects   which   were   shown   in   the 
'on's  theaters.    He  also   aided  in 
ling  thousands  of  prints  of  fea- 
films    overseas   for   the    enter- 
ment  and  morale  of  troops. 


JACK  L.  WARNER 


Fgel  Appoints  Sparrow; 
ney  Ends  31  Yr.  Stint 

Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Loew  vice-presi- 
in  charge  of  theater  operations, 
appointed  Allen  Sparrow  as 
.thern  division  manager,  succeed- 
-  Willam  A.  Finney  who  has  re- 
'1  after  31  years  of  service. 
I  artin  Burnett,  assistant  to  Carter 
von  in  Loew's  Eastern   division, 

Stake  over  Sparrow's  post  as 
western  theater  head  with  head- 
■'rters  in  Columbus. 


iversal  Ties  Deal  For 
Ian  Hellman  Legit 

egotiations  for  the  screen  rights 
.allian  Hellman's  stage  hit,  "An-  i 
:r  Part  of  the  Forest,"  have  been 
pleted  by  Universal  -  Interna- 
al.  One  term  of  the  deal  is  that ! 
film  is  not  to  be  released  until 
New  York  run  of  the  play  has 
i  completed. 


CHD  BIRTHDAV 
SREETinGS  TO: 


Jan.  27 
dney    S.    Kulick  George  G.  DeSylva 

Dolores  Moran  Donna   Reed 


p&t  7K.  z>*q^ 
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Monday  Morning  Memos 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  "Bush  Pilot."  first  full-length  Canadian  fea- 
ture   produced   by   Dominion    Prods.,    of   Toronto,   will   be   distributed   by 

Screen   Guild Pic    stars    Rochelle    Hudson    and    Jack    LaRue,    and 

introduced  Austin  Willis,  Canadian  stage  and  radio  actor.  ...  •  A 
doff  of  Phil  M.'s  chapeau  to  the  Chicago  Times  for  that  trenchant  edi- 
torial refuting  the  charge  that  "Hollywood  is  infested  with,  run  by,  and 
generally   populated    with   Communists    or    ardent    fellow-travelers.".    .    . 

•  Philly  isn't   the    only   city   to  find   that   amusement   taxes   are  not   so 

lucrative    as   anticipated Norfolk,   Va.    for   example,   collected   only 

3423,363  thru  the  medium  of  its  10  per  cent  tax  in  1946,  which  was 
$126,000  under  the  estimate.  ...  •Is  the  former  ad-publicity  chief  of 
a  major  company  coming  back  into  film  biz?  ...  •  Harry  Lankhorst, 
Jr.,  owner  of  the  Sioux  at  Hawarden,  la.,  is  the  new  prexy  of  the  town's 

C  of  C May  his  tribe  increase!  ...     •   Arthur  Reef  is  quitting  as 

managing  editor  of  Marshall  Field's  Parade  to  take  a  U.  S.  Military 
Government   post  in   Korea The   Missus   will   follow  in   the   Spring. 

•  How  are  theater  operators  in  the  Midwest  taking  the  decree? 

Well,  here's  one  observer's   grass  roots   report: "I  think  they   will 

repeat  past  performances They'll  accept  all  of  the  provisions,  but 

will  gripe  about  every  one  of  them They'll  go  on  buying  theaters 

and  vacationing  in  Florida,   all  the  while  complaining  about  how  much 

money  they  are  losing.".  .  .      •    It  could  only  happen  in  Brooklyn! 

The  Berkshire  Theater  marquee  on  Friday  read:  "Mr.  Lucky,  Starring 
Mrs.  Leo  Durocher  and  Cary  Grant" 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  David  E.  Rose  is  heading  for  New  York 
today  from  Hollywood  and  sails  for  London  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Feb.  5  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  conferring  with  J.  Arthur  Rank  on  a 

distrib.  deal  for  Rank  pix  throughout  the  British  Empire Rose  will 

return  from  England  about  Feb.  20.  ...  •  With  certain  changes 
"Carmen"  has  a  better  than  even  chance  of  getting  censorial  okay 
from  official  and  unofficial  bodies  in  Chicago  and  Boston.  ...  •  Audi- 
ence  appeal   for   high  quality  American  pix  is   certainly  not   lacking  in 

Cairo,   Egypt At    the   Diana   Theater   there,   RKO's    "Notorious"   is 

doing  so  well  that  police  had  to  be  called  to  break  up  a  black  market 
ticket  ring 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  ULCER  DIAGNOSIS:  One  of  the  reasons  why  ulcers  are  an 
occupational  ailment  of  the  industry:  Distributors  of  foreign  films  in 
America  have  been  batting  their  brains  out  trying  to  get   nationwide 

distribution  of  their  product  through  aid  of  industry  execs So  what 

happens?  Biggies  request  prints  of  foreign  pix  to  be  shown  privately  for 

friends But  it's  still  no  dice  where  major  distribution  is  concerned 

Distribs    are    obliged,   to    comply    with    request,    though   they   hate 

like  hell  to  do  so In  the  meantime,  they  have  their  fingers  crossed 

hoping,  maybe,  perhaps,  possibly,  foreign  product  will  get  a  break 
nationwide 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THE  NEW  SHOW  BIZ:  Another  cheering  sign  that  the  mod- 
ern theater  is  being  designed  as  a  home  away  from  home,  particularly 
pertinent  in  this  continuing  housing  snafu,  is  word  of  a  new  coffee-dis- 
pensing gadget  which  comes  forth  with  a  fresh  cup  every  five  seconds 

"Kwik-Kafe,"   as  it   is    alliteratively   tabbed  by   its    inventors,   is 

capable    of    producing    400    cups    before    running    dry With    minor 

alterations,  say  its  progenitors,  the  machine  can  also  gush  forth  with 
tea,  soup,  etc.,  etc 


Ties  U.  K.  Pix  Demand 
Here  to  High  Quality 


British  producer  I.  G.  Goldsmith, 
stating  his  belief  that  the  demand 
for  English  pictures  in  America  will 
continue  to  grow  as  long  as  the 
quality  remains  high,  told  The  Film 
Daily  that  "a  real  danger  exists  in 
the  importation  of  bad  English 
films  that  have  no  right  to  be  on  the 
international   market." 

The  producer  of  "Bedelia"  scoffed 
at  the  suggestions  made  in  some 
sources  that  there  is  an  organized 
attempt  by  American  companies  to 
discriminate  against  British  films. 
"It  is  my  belief,"  Goldsmith  stated, 
"that  British  pictures,  like  British 
books,  can  be  sold  when  there  is  a 
demand.  Some  years  ago,  English 
pictures  were  in  disrepute  all  over 
the  world.  Now,  as  a  result  of  great- 
ly improved  product,  they  are  re- 
spected, and  if  the  audience  asks 
for  them  the  exhibitors  will  play 
them." 

Goldsmith,  who  produced  in  Eng- 
land for  more  than  18  years,  is  in  the 
United  States  as  a  result  of  the  ex- 
change of  artists  system  that  has 
been  established  between  J.  Arthur 
Rank  and  Eagle-Lion.  Eagerly  an- 
ticipating his  next  production  chore 
in  Hollywood  where  he  says  effici- 
ency and  technical  equipment  are 
far  superior  to  anywhere  in  the 
world,  Goldsmith  plans  to  begin 
shooting  another  Vera  Caspary 
story,  "Out  Of  The  Blue,"  for  E-L 
early    in    March. 


N.  H.  Com.  Suggests 
State  Admissions  Tax 


Concord,  N.  H. — A  tax  on  admis- 
sions is  one  of  the  means  of  raising 
revenue,  if  additional  funds  are 
needed  by  the  state  in  the  near 
future,  in  the  opinion  of  an  interim 
commission  which  has  submitted  its 
report  to  the  Legislature  here.  No 
additional  money  will  be  needed, 
however,  if  the  solons  proceed  cau- 
tiously, the  commission  said. 


Schiller  Upped  To  Head 
Rep's  Branch  Operations 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
be  assisted  by  A.  E.  Fox.    Titus  be- 
comes Southern  division  sales  man- 
ager. 


«      «      « 


»      »        » 


CINEMATOGRAPHER 

Nationally  known  industrial  concern 
located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  re- 
quires man  experienced  in  industrial 
documentary  film  work.  Must  have 
thcrough  knowledge  of  film  cutting, 
script  planning,  and  silent  16  mm. 
color  equipment.  No  dark  room  work. 
Some  travel.  Give  complete  experience, 
information  and   salary  required. 

POST    OFFICE    BOX    No.    360 
LOUISVILLE  KENTUCKY 


w 
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McCarthy  Appointed 
MPAA  Head  in  France 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
aide  to  Secretary  of  State  George  C. 
Marshall,  McCarthy  is  expected  to 
have  wide  influence  abroad  and  again 
emphasizes  the  importance  placed  on 
the  foreign  market  by  the  U.  S.  pix 
industry. 

Since  Feb.  1,  of  last  year,  Col.  Mc- 
Carthy has  served  as  assistant  to 
Byron  Price,  MPAA  vice-president. 

During  the  war  he  was  secretary 
to  the  general  staff  of  the  Army  and 
military  secretary  to  General  Mar- 
shall. 

Shortly  after  VJ-Day,  McCarthy 
served  for  a  time  as  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  State,  without  rest  from  his 
war  duties.  Ill  health,  however, 
forced  him  to  resign  and  he  later 
joined  MPAA  in  Hollywood. 

Reports  of  Col.  McCarthy's  next 
affiliation  had  him  returning  to  the 
State  Dept.  as  an  assistant  to  Secre- 
tary of  State  George  Marshall,  while 
another  had  McCarthy  joining  the 
David  0.  Selznick  organization. 
MPAA  Seeks  Highest  Type  of  Rep. 

In  announcing  the  appointment, 
Johnston  said:  ''The  association  is 
endeavoring  to  send  the  highest  type 
of  men  abroad  as  its  representatives. 
We  feel  that  these  men  should  com- 
bine a  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  international  relations  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry. 

"Mr.  McCarthy  meets  these  high 
qualifications,  and  his  experiences  in 
the  Army,  in  the  State  Dept.  and  in 
Hollywood  will  enable  him,  in  my 
judgment,  to  strengthen  that  under- 
standing and  good  will  which  we  all 
desire  between  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustries of  our  two  countries." 

Col.  McCarthy  will  leave  for 
France  soon,  Johnston  said.  While  in 
France,  however,  it  is  expected  that 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Brager-Seifler 

Claire  Brager,  daughter  of  Louis 
R.  Brager,  Warner  Theaters  execu- 
tive, will  be  married  to  Howard  M. 
Seifter  on  April  13  in  The  Cottage 
at  the  Hampshire  House  in  New 
York.  Miss  Brager  was  graduated 
from  Brooklyn  College  in  1945.  Seif- 
ter attended  New  York  University 
and  served  three  years  in  World  War 
II  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  Air  Forces. 


Gill-Flanders 
Indianapolis — Sylvia  Gill,  account- 
ant at  the  Marcus  Enterprises,  and 
A.  F.  Flanders  were  married  yester- 
day in  the  Methodist  Church  in  Glens 
Valley. 


Morgan-Shafton 

Omaha — Edward  Shafton,  general 
manager  ef  the  R.  D.  Goldberg  The- 
ater Enterprises,  married  Esther 
Morgan  of  Omaha  yesterday  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


GREGORY  PECK.  Actor.  Born  in  La  Jolla,  Calif.,  April  5,  1916. 
Jolla  and  San  Diego  schools,  San  Diego  State  College,  Unive 
fcrnia.  Was  a  pre-medical  student,  quit  and  went  into 
oil  business.  Returned  to  college  as  English  major.  After 
college  theatricals  Peck  headed  toward  New  Yoik.  Was 
a  barker  at  the  Worlds  Fair,  a  guide  at  Radio  City.  Won 
scholarship  to  New  York  Neighborhood  Playhouse  cf 
Dramatics.  In  1940,  won  the  Virginia  Barter  Theater 
award.  Appeared  in  Summer  theater  at  Suffern,  New 
York.  Appeared  in  'The  Doctor's  Dilemma"  with  Kath- 
erine  Cornell.  Later  understudied  Philip  Merivale  and 
Pierre  Aumont  in  "Rose  Burke,"  which  failed  to  open. 
In  Summer  of  1942,  appeared  at  Cape  Playh-use,  Dennis, 
Mass.  Three  successive  Broadway  flops  followed  "The 
Morning  Star"  "Willow  and  I"  and  "Sons  and  Soldiers." 
Signed  a  joint  contract  with  David  0.  Selznick,  RKO 
and  M-G-M.  Hollywood  credits;  "Days  of  Glory,"  "Keys 
of  the  Kingd:m,"  "Valley  of  Decision,"  "Spellbound," 
"The  Yearling,'  "Duel  in  the  Sun,"  "The  Paradine  Case." 
Stands  6,2'/2.  Weighs  175.  Eyes,  brown. 
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Mochrie  Opens  RKO 
Sales  Parley  Today 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
J.  Michalson,  short  subjects  sales 
manager.  Leo  M.  Devaney,  Canadi- 
an Division  sales  manager,  will  be 
present  as  will  the  following  district 
managers: 

H.  H.  Greenblatt,  Midwestern;  R. 
V.  Nolan,  Prairie;  Len  S.  Gruenberg, 
Rocky  Mountain;  J.  H.  Maclntyre, 
Western;  Ben  Y.  Cammack,  South- 
western; David  Prince,  Southeast- 
ern; M.  E.  Cohen,  Eastern  Central; 
R.  J.  Folliard,  Eastern;  Charles 
Boasberg,  Metropolitan,  and  Phil 
Hodes,  New  York  Exchange  man- 
ager. 

Meeting  will  discuss  current  RKO 
Radio  product  including  "It's  a  Won- 
derful Life,"  "Sinbad  the  Sailor," 
"Song  of  the  South,"  "The  Farmer's 
Daughter,"  "The  Locket,"  and  "San 
Quentin." 

Col.  McCarthy  will  watch  closely  the 
German  situation,  a  key  spot  in  the 
future  world  market  of  the  U.  S. 
film  industry. 

Report  on  Pommer  to  McCarthy 

While  in  Europe,  McCarthy  is  ex- 
pected to  get  a  report  on  Eric  Pom- 
mer, currently  charged  with  the  task 
of  rehabilitating  the  German  pix  in- 
dustry. There  appears  to  be  growing 
sentiment  here  that  Pommer  is  build- 
ing the  German  industry  to  such  a 
point  that  he  should  be  "slowed 
down."  This  is  officially  denied  here 
by  both  MPAA  and  the  State  Dept. 
There  is  great  danger,  it  is  under- 
stood, that  the  German  industry  will 
get  "out  of  bounds"  and  will  over- 
produce. 

Col.  McCarthy  was  graduated  from 
Virginia  Military  Institute  in  1933 
and  received  his  MA  degree  from  the 
University  of  Virginia  in  1940.  He 
taught  English  and  Military  Science 
at  VMI  for  two  years  and  was  a  re- 
porter on  the  Richmond  News 
Leader  for  a  year. 

He  was  serving  in  military  intel- 
ligence in  the  War  Dept.  when  Gen- 
eral Marshall  appointed  him  as  as- 


Yonkers  Ticket  Tax 
Proposal  in  Discard 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
on   the    license  fees   tilt   sought  by 
the  city  and  opposed  by  the  Yonkers 
Motion    Picture    Theater    Committee 
formed  by  indies  and  circuits. 

The  Committee,  conferring  with 
Yonkers  officialdom  on  the  license 
fee  increase,  was  advised  that  Yonk- 
ers was  inclined  to  go  along  with 
the  five-point  tax  program  formu- 
lated by  the  Mayors'  Conference. 
This  program  presently  does  not 
provide  for  municipal  admission 
levies. 

A  more  practicable  increase  in 
theater  license  fees  is  anticipated. 
Current  scale  ranges  from  $50  to 
$250.  Proposed  new  scale,  which 
exhibs  attacked  as  exhorbitant, 
ranges  from  $75   to   $1,500. 

The  open  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  on  the  admission  tax  pro- 
posal scheduled  for  Wednesday,  has 
been  called  off.  The  Yonkers  MPTO, 
however,  will  meet  tomorrow  as 
planned. 


RCA's  Ralph  Beal  Dead 

Ralph  R.  Beal,  59,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  engineering  of  RCA 
Communications,  Inc.,  and  pioneer  in 
radio,  television  and  electronics,  died 
suddenly  Friday  in  Doctors  Hospital. 
He  was  a  Fellow  of  the  SMPE. 


sistant  secretary  of  the  general  staff 
and  liaison  officer  with  the  White 
House.  Two  years  later  he  was  pro- 
moted to  secretary  of  the  general 
staff.  He  held  the  rank  of  colonel 
in  the  Army. 

Last  November  Col.  McCarthy,  un- 
der commission  of  Nelson  A.  Rock- 
efeller, designed  a  plan  for  re- 
organization of  five  major  U.  S.  for- 
eign trade  associations. 

In  1945,  he  was  selected  as  one  of 
America's  ten  outstanding  young 
men  by  the  U.  S.  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  "distinguished  con- 
tribution to  his  nation's  welfare." 


Majors  Eyeing  Schoo 
Pix  as  Shorts  Sub 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
plans  for  including  in  their  fort 
coming  shorts  lineups  a  great' 
number  of  semi-documentary  pi 
tures  which,  while  classifying 
general  entertainment,  also^^v 
value  for  schoolroom  use.        \0^ 

The  educational  field  for  s"6n 
time  has  been  calling  on  Hollywo' 
producers  to  turn  out  classroom  pi 
tures,  with  the  studios  replying  th 
more  attention  will  be  given  to  tb 
field  as  soon  as  enough  schools  a 
equipped  with  projectors.  Rece 
developments,  including  the  Curtis 
Wright  acquisition  of  Victor  Anim 
tograph  with  a  view  to  launchii 
volume  production  of  small  proje 
tion  equipment,  is  expected  to  sot 
create  a  sufficient  market  for  educ 
tional,  home  and  other  non-theatric 
films,  chiefly  in  16  mm.,  to  make 
more  worthwhile  for  regular  Holl 
wood  studios  to  turn  out  pictures  £ 
these  fields  than  for  theaters. 

Meanwhile,  as  a  preliminary  ste" 
some   film   companies   plan  to   sta* 
building  up  educational  film  librarf 
by  reviving,  adapting  and  packagir 
selected  releases  from  past  seasor 
along  with  greater  emphasis  on  ne* 
subjects  with   educational  values. 

Decree  and  Foundation 
Before  Carolinas'  TO 


Charlotte,  N.  C  — The  Theat> 
Owners  of  North  and  South  Car. 
lina  convened  here  yesterday  at  tl 
Hotel  Charlotte  for  their  35th  ai* 
nual  convention.  President  Be 
Strozier  is  presiding. 

Meeting's  first  business  sessk 
will  be  held  today  at  which  Robe 
T.  Barton,  Jr.,  of  Richmond,  wi 
discuss  the  New  York  Statutoi 
Court's  decree.  E.  V.  Richards,  J: 
temporary  chairman  of  the  Motio 
Picture  Foundation,  and  Karl  H" 
blitzelle,  Interstate  Theaters  circu 
prexy,  will  also  speak. 

Paramount  will  be  host  to  the  coi 
vention  at  the  party  tonight  and  tl 
organization's  annual  banquet  wij 
take  place  tomorrow  eve  with  HariJ 
E.  Buchanan,  of  Hendersonville,  ar 
Claude  Lee,  Paramount's  public  r< 
lations  director,  acting  as  toas 
masters. 


SICK  LIST 


LEN  G.  SHAW,  veteran  film  and  drar 
critic  of  the  Detroit  Free  Press,  is  in  M 
Gregor  Hospital  for  a  prolcnged  cor 
valescence. 

ELLSWORTH  MILLER,  operator  at  tl 
Broadway-Capitol  Theater,  Detroit,  serious 
ill  from  a  blood  clot. 

WILLIAM  BARKER,  Omaha  Columb 
salesman,  who  has  been  ill  for  six  week 
has  returned  to  his  territory. 

THEO.  ARTZ,  M-G-M,  Omaha,  is  bac 
at  work  following  recovery  from  an  opei 
ation  at  Kingsley,  la. 


day,  January  27,  1947 
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M.  Schenck  Holds 
,439  Loew  Shares 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

on  Jan.  2.    Next  in  line  is  David 

field,    with    21,000    shares,    i'ol- 

,;d  by  J.  Robert  Rubin  with  5,940 

es.     Other  common  stock  hold- 

=.t  director  nominees  are: 

OL.old  Friedman,  4,136;  Eugene 

ii^eake,  200;    Charles    C.   Mosko- 

[,  3,500;  William  A.  Parker,  1000 

orporated  Investors,  Inc.,  of  Bos- 

i  which  Parker  heads,  owns  72,000 

ies  of  Loew's  common);  William 

dodgers,   100;   Joseph  R.   Vogel, 

0;  Henry  Rogers  Winthrop,  300. 

Aggregate  Remunerations 
pe  proxy  statement  lists  the  ac- 
d    aggregate    remuneration   for 
.1  year   ending  Aug.   31   last  of 
following : 

avid  Bernstein,  $40,356.16:  How- 
'Dietz,  $81,785.71;  Leopold  Fried- 
\  $110,357.14;  Irving  H.  Green- 
.  $22,160.71;  Eugene  W.  Leake, 
100;  Alexander  Lichtman,  $200,- 
h  Edward  J.  Mannix,  $202,607.14; 
'is  B.  Mayer,  $500,000;  Jesse  T. 
$28,985.71;  C.  C.  Moskowitz, 
1,428.57;  Nicholas  Nayfack,  $50,- 
f67;  William  A.  Parker,  $8,400; 
iiam  F.  Rodgers,  $114,714.29;  J. 
ert  Rubin,  $215,642.86;  Marvin 
Schenck,  $82,285.71;  Nicholas  M. 
;nck,  $224,767.86;  Louis  K.  Sid- 
$104,285.71;  Benjamin  Thau, 
),000;  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  $116,- 
57;  David  Warfield,  $1,300; 
ry  Rogers  Winthrop,  $6,300. 
i  the  instance  of  Rodgers,  Loew's 
ribution  chief,  it  is  noted  that 
;uant  to  his  employment  con- 
t,  the  company  has  also  deposited 
scrow  $66,250  for  the  year  ending 
•.  31  last  which  under  certain 
dngencies  may  be  payable  to 
gers  in  the  future, 
'emuneration  increases  of  those 
•A  above  as  compared  with  the 
it  fiscal  year  ranged  from  $200 
$24,892.02,  the  latter  going  to 
u.  Amounts  paid  or  set  aside 
er  the  retirement  plan  for  the 
viduals  listed  ranged  from 
180.61  to  $59,287.26,  the  latter 
ilying  to  Lichtman.  Annual  ben- 
n  estimated  to  be  payable  under 
'retirement  plan  from  the  normal 
■lement  date  in  the  instances  of 
te  named  range  from  $5,050  to 
■  700,  the  latter  applying  to  Licht- 
■l,  Mannix,  Mayer,  Rubin  and 
,enck. 

52  Share  $7,853,173 

ifty-two  employes  during  the  last 
il    year    received    in    excess    of 

■ 


FORK  REPORTS 


•hicago  —  Ervin  Nelson,  Ampro 
is  executive,  is  the  father  of  a 
ound,  13  ounce  baby  girl. 


etroit  —  John  Penrod,  former 
lager  of  the  Sheridan  Theater, 
'  now  with  the  David  Newman 
:uit,  is  the  father  of  a  baby  girl. 


IN  rVEW  INDUSTRY  POSTS 


NATE  PLUNKETT,  advertising  director,  RKO 
Theaters,  Chicago. 

BOB   BIXLER,   Warner  sales  staff,   Cleveland. 

E.  C.  SCHMALZRIEDT,  program  planning  de- 
partment, Jam  Handy  Organization,  De- 
troit. 

DONALD  HICKS,  Paramount  branch  manager, 
Omaha. 

MAX  R.  HOLDER,  from  Metro  salesman,  Char- 
lotte, to  manager,  Morris  Theater,  at  Mor- 
ris   Field,   Charlotte. 

GEORGE  HAWCUTT,  assistant  cashier  at  Para- 
mount,   Minneapolis. 

AVRON  ROSEN,  booker  at  Paramount,  Minne- 
apolis. 


JOSEPH  T.  GAUSS,  recently  art  director  of 
Hazard  Advertising  Co.,  and  formerly  an 
art  director  of  Lord  &  Thomas,  to  Donahue 
&   Coe,    Inc. 

"CHUCK"  MOSES,  Goldblatt  Brothers  publicity 
dept.,    Chicago. 

RICHARD  FELIX,  publicity  director,  Oriental 
Theater,    Chicago. 

WILLIAM  F.  McGRATH,  assistant  manager, 
Stratford   Theater,   Stratford,   Conn. 

FRANK  MALEY,  manager,  Columbia,  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

CHARLIE  McGEE,  head  shipper,  Warner  ex- 
change,   Charlotte,    N.    C. 

EDGAR   SMITH,   manager.   Victory,   Tampa,    Fla. 


E-L  Execs,  in  Charlotte 
To  Set  "Claghorn"  Dates 


Charlotte,  N.  C.  —  Alfred  W. 
Schwalberg,  Eagle  -  Lion  vice-prexy 
and  general  sales  manager,  and  Max 
E.  Youngs  tein,  ad-pub.  chief,  arrive 
today  for  sales  and  organizational 
conferences  with  E-L  reps,  in  this 
territory. 

Schwalberg  and  Youngstein  will 
remain  in  the  city  until  late  this 
week  to  arrange  dates  for  company's 
first  release,  "It's  a  Joke,  Son,"  fol- 
lowing its  opening  in  Texas,  where  it 
is  breaking  records  for  attendance 
and  grosses  in  the  Interstate  chain 
in  that  state.  Pair  will  return  to 
New  York  Friday. 

$100,000  for  an  aggregate  of  $7,853,- 
173.67;  90  received  in  excess  of  $50,- 
000  but  not  more  than  $100,000  for  a 
total  of  $5,910,206.05,  and  229  re- 
ceived in  excess  of  $20,000  but  not 
more  than  $50,000  for  a  total  of 
$7,163,227.98. 

Davis,  Polk,  Wardell,  Sunderland 
&  Kiendl,  counsel  for  Loew's  in  the 
New  York  equity  suit,  received  $58,- 
860.58  for  legal  services  and  dis- 
bursements during  the  year.  Others 
listed  include: 

Alvord  &  Alvord,  Washington  law 
Ann,  $55,345.23;  Central  Casting, 
Hollywood,  $46,757.25;  George  W. 
Cohen,  Los  Angeles  counsel,  $26,- 
503.85;  Oscar  Cummins,  Los  Angeles 
counsel,  $20,800;  Loeb  &  Loeb,  Los 
Angeles  counsel,  $45,140.01;  Miller, 
Donaldson  &  Co.,  New  York  cpa's, 
$46,280.49,  and  Serge  Semenenko, 
Boston  financier,  $55,000. 

WB  Special  Equity  Counsel 
Got  $115,000  Fees  in  '46 

Proskauer,  Rose,  Goetz  &  Men- 
delsohn, special  counsel  retained  by 
Warners  in  the  New  York  equity 
suit,  received  $115,000  in  fees  last 
year,  it  was  disclosed  in  the  com- 
pany's notice  to  stockholders  of  the 
annual  meeting  Feb.  18,  in  Wilming- 
ton. Hal  Wallis  received  $150,000 
as  his  cut  of  gross  receipts  of  cer- 
tain films  produced  before  he  left 
WB.  In  a  like  category,  James  Cag- 
ney  was  paid  $29,901. 

Session's  biz  will  include  re-elec- 
tion of  five  officers  for  two-year 
terms.  Nominations  have  been  made 
for  Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P. 
Friedman,  Charles  S.  Guggenheimer, 
Samuel  Schneider  and  Morris  Wolf. 


Shorts  Recommendations 
Submitted  for  Quota  Act 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
programs  into  features  and  featur- 
ettes,  the  maintenance  of  renters 
and  exhibitors  quotas,  the  allocation 
of  minimum  percentage  screen  time 
for  British  shorts  and  featurettes 
and  a  50  per  cent  renters  and  ex- 
hibitors quota  on  shorts. 

The  Society  asks  abolition  of  the 
cost  clause,  that  sponsored  shorts 
not  be  registerable  for  quota  and  the 
fixing  of  an  intermediate  quota  for 
featurettes. 


Johnston  to  Press 
For  Present  Quotas 


Washington  Bureau   of   THE   FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Eric    A.    Johnston, 

MPAA  prexy,  will  return  to  England 

in    either    April    or    May    to    again 

urge  a  one-year  extension  of  the 
existing    British    Quota    Act. 

Despite  the  demands  for  more 
stringent  quota  provisions  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  received  from 
the  CEA,  BFPA  and  other  British 
trade  organizations,  Johnston  de- 
clares that  during  his  trip  to  London 
last  year  he  found  "much  agree- 
ment" with  his  point  of  view,  not 
only  among  industry  groups  there 
but  also  among  important  Govern- 
ment officials. 

Johnston,  who  takes  the  position 
that  foreign  trade  in  pix  cannot  be 
placed  in  a  separate  category  from 
foreign  trade  in  other  commodities, 
maintains  that  further  restrictions 
of  any  kind  will  be  "picket  fences 
across  the  paths  of  expanding  world 
trade." 


Barney  Kobel  Dead 

Detroit — Barney  Kobel,  55,  oper- 
ator at  the  Broadway-Capitol  The- 
ater for  15  years,  died  suddenly. 
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"Pooch  Parade" 

(Y6-2) 

Paramount  10  Mins. 

Good  Canine  Subject 

Fifteen  representatives  of  dog- 
dom  are  interviewed  in  this  latest 
Speaking  of  Animals  short,  which 
features  a  mixture  of  breeds  among 
its  entrants.  Highlights  are  canines 
who  imitate  Jimmy  Durante,  Kath- 
arine Hepburn.  Senator  Claghorn 
and  Eochester.  This  type  is  a  seller 
in  most  places. 


"Nature's  Atom  Bomb" 

(The  Answer  Man  No.  2) 

Universal  10  Mins. 

Informative 

Eesembling  the  format  of  the  first 
Answer  Man  footage,  this  one  asks 
and  answers  such  questions  as:  How 
many  periods  are  there  in  a  bottle  of 
ink?;  What  are  my  chances  of  mar- 
rying a  blonde?;  How  much  weight 
does  a.  football  player  lose  in  a 
game  ? ;  Were  the  recent  Atomic 
bomb  explosions  the  biggest  the 
world  has  ever  known,  etc.  An  in- 
teresting answer  accompanies  each 
question,  which  should  make  it  a 
seller  in  any  house. 


"Three  Little  Pirates" 

Columbia  18  Mins. 

Good 

The  Three  Stooges,  shipwrecked 
on  Dead  Man's  Island,  in  the  year 
1672,  are  held  prisoner  by  the  gov- 
ernor. His  unwilling  bride-to-be  de- 
cides to  help  the  boys  escape  and 
tells  them  to  dress  as  traveling  mer- 
chants. They  proceed  to  Louie  the 
Pirate's  place  where  further  instruc- 
tions await,  but  the  governor  finds 
out  about  the  plan  and  tries  to  stop 
them.  This,  with  the  aid  of  a  little 
horseplay,  is  impossible,  and  they 
make  their  escape.  This  is  really  one 
of  their  best  attempts  in  a  long  time. 


"The  Crackpot  King" 

Twentieth-Fox  7   Mins. 

Jackpot  Mouse 

Mighty  Mouse  aids  the  towns- 
people when  their  favorite,  Suzette, 
is  unwillingly  taken  by  the  king  to 
be  his  bride.  The  court  sorcerer 
helps  the  king  and  almost  repels 
Mighty  Mouse,  but  M.  M.  withstands 
the  attack  and  rescues  Suzette.  Fast 
moving  and  fun. 


"Tumbleweed  Tempos" 

Universal  15  Mins. 

Havride  Songfest 

A  hay-ride  picnic  is  the  setting  for 
Spade  Cooley  and  his  orch.  who 
open  with  "The  Campbells  Are  Com- 
ing." Ella  Mae  Morse  sings  "The 
Life  of  the  Party"  and  "Don't  Move." 
Smoky  Rogers  offers  "Turn  My  Pic- 
ture Upside  Down,"  and  the  orches- 
tra follows  with  'Bump  Into  Some- 
one You  Know."  The  Mercer  Bros. 
give  out  with  a  little  comedy,  Tex 
Williams  sings  "Crazy  'Cause  I  Love 
You"  and  the  band  concludes  with 
"Cowbell  Polka."  Songs  are  fair  but 
don't  expect  too  much. 


"Fantasy  of  Siam"  "Screen  Snapshots"  "Frontier  Frolic" 

Twentieth-Fox  8  Mins.  (Xo.  3 — Series  26)  Universal 

Strange    Contrast  Columbia  10  Mins.  Western  Music 

This  realm  of  palaces  and  temples  Rodeo-romp  Bob   Wills    and   his   '  Texas   Play 

has  come  to  respect  democracy  as  an        The  camera  visits  a  rodeo  which  '  boys"    commence    this    short    wit 

institution,  still  remote,  but  a  symbol  takes  place  each  year  in  the  Los  An- 

)f   things    to   come.    The   Movietone  geles   Memorial   Coliseum.    Most   of 

camera  visits  temples  and  shrines  in  the   events  such  as  bucking  broncs, 

an  effort  to  contrast  the  strange  dif-  calf  roping  and  steer  riding  are  pic- 

ference    of    the    land    of    the    white  tured,    besides    celebrities    attending 

eiepnant  with  the  rest  of  the  post-  the    event.    Also   included   are  trick 

war  world.    An   interesting  visit  to  shots  of  Roy  Rogers  and  his  horse, 

a  little  known  land  that  should  have  Trigger,  which  should  appeal  to  the 

special     appeal     for     the     would-be  youngsters.    Lots   of  action  and  ex- 
citement. 


traveler. 


"Moron  Than  Off" 

Columbia  18  Mins. 

Fair 

Sterling  Holloway  wallows  in  this 
one  about  the  goon  who  gets  talked 
into  buying  a  sweepstake  ticket  with 
the  installment  money,  and  then 
loses  his  half  of  the  ticket.  His  horse 
wins  but  he  cannot  collect  till  he  re- 
trieves the  ticket.  This  leads  him  all 
over  town  and,  finally,  into  a  sewer 
and  out  into  the  ocean.   Not-so-good. 


Para. 


"Shoe  Shine  Jasper" 

Para.  7  Mins. 

Should  Sell  Well 

Po'  lil  ol'  Jasper  is  awfully  sad 
when  his  boss,  the  Scarecrow,  goes 
off  to  a  big  jitterbug  contest  and 
leaves  him  with  mountains  of  shoes 
to  shine.  A  fairy  godmother  comes 
upon  the  scene  and  gives  Jasper 
some  of  dem  dere  golden  slippers 
with  which  he  wins  the  contest.  He 
pockets  the  prize  money,  buys  an 
ultra-modern  shoe  shine  emporium 
and  has  the  Scarecrow  working  for 
him.  This  Puppetoon  has  plenty  of 
life  and  should  sell  well. 


7  Min. 


"Musica-Lulu" 

(D5-5) 
Para. 

Novel 

When  Little  Lulu  deserts  her  vio- 
lin practice  to  join  the  fellas  and 
play  baseball  she  gets  hit  on  the 
head  with  the  ball  and  dreams  she 
is  being  summoned  to  the  Court  of 
Musical  Justice.  A  fantasy  follows 
with  Lulu  escaping  from  jail  and 
being  pursued  by  every  known  musi- 
cal instrument.  After  having  been 
thoroughly  frightened  by  her  experi- 
ence, she  awakes  and  dashes  home 
for  her  violin.  A  cleverly  done  piece 
of  work,  it  should  get  good  notices 
anywhere. 


"Wacky  Weed" 

Universal  7  Mins. 

Very  Good 

Andy  Panda  has  just  planted  a 
flower  in  his  garden  when  a  weed 
grabs  and  tries  to  choke  it.  Andy's 
attempts  to  do  away  with  the  weed 
fail,  to  the  extent  where  the  weed 
tricks  him  into  pulling  all  the  plumb- 
ing out  of  his  house.  Andy  finally 
corners  him  with  a  lawn-mower,  the 
weed  begs  for  mercy  and  promises 
to  reform,  then  reneges  on  his  prom- 
ise  and   Andy   starts   the   chase   all 


"Stork  Crazy" 
(Y6-1) 

10  Mins. 
Okay 

A  quick  tour  of  animal  land  is 
taken  in  this  Speaking  of  Animals 
short,  which  features  mothers  and 
their  newly-arrived  offspring.  Typi- 
cal of  the  quips  is  a  monkey's  reply 
to  the  narrator  who  comments  on 
the  comical  appearance  of  a  new- 
born monkey:  "Oh,  they  all  look  like 
humans  when  they're  first  born." 
Has  appeal  for  all  audiences. 


"The  Electronic  Mouse  Trap" 

Twentieth-Fox  7  Mins. 

Good 

The  Cat-professor  builds  a  robot 
dinosaur  which  is  in  reality  a  giant 
mousetrap  which  traps,  paralyzes, 
and  crates  mice  with  assembly  line 
precision.  Mighty  Mouse  speeds  to 
the  rescue  of  the  helpless  ones  and 
is  himself  ensnared,  momentarily.  He 
extricates  himself  and  turns  the  ma- 
chine on  the  cats.  M.  M.  has  saved 
mouseville  from  extinction.  Fantasy 
lends  originality  to  this  one. 


"Thrills  of  Music" 

(No.  3 — Series  1) 

Columbia  10  Mins. 

Groovey 

Les  Elgart  and  crew  take  over  the 

entertainment  chores  in  this  one  and 

give   out  with  both  hot  and   sweet. 

"Mabel,  Mabel,"  "Either  It's  Love  or 

It   Isn't"   and   "Liza   Jane"   are   the 

pieces  rendered.    Should  make  a  hit 

with  jive  fans. 


'Texas   Playboy   Rag,"   followed  b 

the  Modernaires  singing  "La  Cuca 

racha,"   the  McKinney   sister  j^toH 

izing  "I  Betcha  My  Heart,"  Fa\M*i 

ling  doing  a  tap  solo,  Tommy  Duncai 

singing  "San  Antonio  Rose,"  anothe 

number  by  the  Modernaires,  "Coffer' 

Five-Doughnuts  Five"  and  the  banc 

concludes  with  "Goodbye,  Liza  Jane.' ' 

If  cowboy  music  is  your  dish,  hen! 

it  is. 

I 

"Summer  Trails" 

Twentieth-Fox  8  Mins 

Good 

Ed  Thorgersen's  sports  review  foi 
lows    four    young    boys    on    a    tri, 
through    the    Poconos,    where    the;  ? 
first  stop  to  do  some  trout  fishing 
continue  on  the  trail  till  they  reach  i: 
horse  farm,  and  from  there  to  Wells 
boro,  the  Grand  Canyon  of  Pennsyl-;; 
vania.    All  this  and  Technicolor  toot 
provides  for  some  mighty  purty  seen  : 
ery  amid  the  Pocono  peaks  of  Penn 
sylvania. 


"A  Scout  with  the  Gout" 

Para.  7  Mins" 

Good 

Carried  away  by  his  own  boastinj 
of  prowess  as  a  scout-master,  Little 
Lulu's  father  takes  her  on  a  camp 
ing  trip.     But  L.L.  is  adept  at  givL 
ing  him  problems  he  never  had  be  .; 
fore,  and  he  soon  seeks  escape  froiu 
Mother  Nature.     On  the  way  horn 
he   gets   trapped   in   an   underwate 
cave,    and    after    several    attempt  t 
L.L.  rescues  him.  Quite  a  few  laugh 
with  Little  Lulu  as  troublesome  a 
ever. 


Pat  Powers,  Inc.,  Formed 

Pat  Powers,  formerly  with  20th  - 
Fox  and   more  recently  with  Jerr, 
Fairbanks,  has  formed  Pat  Powers.;: 
Inc.,  with  New  York  and  Washingto:  i . 
offices,  to  serve  as  consultants  in  th  ■ 
planning,    production    and    distribir 
tion    of    industrial    and    educationa  | 
films  here  and  overseas. 


"Fisherman's  Nightmare" 

Twentieth-Fox  8  Mins. 

Fishy 

A  lazy  fisherman  dozes  off  in  Wa- 
kulla Springs,  Fla.,  and  dreams  of 
all  sorts  of  fantastic  things  happen- 
ing under  the  water,  aptly  described 
by  Lew  Lehr.  This  footage  will  leave 
an  audience  puzzled;  its  production 
is  clever  and  unexplainable.  Should 
provide  more  than  average  interest. 


Charles  Repass  Dead 

Hartford,  Conn. — Charles  Repass 
of  the  Crown  Theater  for  17  years 
is  dead. 


"Monkey-Tone  News" 

Twentieth-Fox  9  Mins. 

Many  Laughs 

Described  as  Lew  Lehr's  Dribble- 
Puss  parade,  this  footage  takes  the 
form  of  a  regular  Fox  newsreel  and 
substitutes  monkeys  in  the  place  of 
those  ordinarily  pictured  doing  out- 


standing feats.  L.  L.'s  commentary 
over  again.  Cleverly  done  with  lots  adds  many  laughs  to  this  rib-tickling 
of  laughs.  i  piece. 
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islribs.  Seek  New 
padshowing  Method 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ms  to  stem  from  whether  inter- 
^tation  of  decree's  ban  on  further 
:quisition"     includes     renting     or 

fsing.    Department  of  Justice  at- 
jay    Robert    Wright    opined    re- 

,(jT  that  an  independent  producer 
,..J  lease  a  house  for  the  purpose 
'  roadshowing  and  it  is  well  estab- 
led  that  any  one  of  the  "Big  Five" 
ild  roadshow  in  its  own  houses. 
The  big  question  seems  to  be  what 
ppens  in  an  area  where  one  of  the 
'endant's  has  no  affiliated  house, 
uld  Selznick  rent  in  Chicago  for 
t  purpose  of  roadshowing  "Duel  in 
?  Sun"  and  Metro  be  prohibited 
>m  competing  on  that  basis  with 
he  Yearling"  is  a  typical  ques- 
n  phrased  in  trade  circles. 

^Possible  answer  to  the  problem,  if 
!  courts  rule  out  leasing,  is  the 
ting  up  by  exhibitors  of  a  chain 

i  exclusively  roadshowing  theaters 

*  each  of  the  key  cities.  With  most 
upanies    planning    at    least    one 

L'ecial-handling  feature  a  year,  suf- 
ient  product  would  probably  be 
ailable  for  such  projects. 


lbany  Variety  Club  to 
ste  Waters  and  Moore 


'Albany  —  Welden  Waters  and 
jhnny  Moore  will  be  tendered  a 
'  nt  farewell  testimonial  dinner  in 
(is  city's  Town  House  on  Feb.  3  by 
<e  Albany  Variety  Club,  Tent  No.  9. 
Neil  Hellman,  chief  barker,  ap- 
inted  Joe  Rosen,  20th-Fox  man- 
ner, and  Eddie  Ruff,  Paramount 
;anch  manager,  as  so-chairmen. 
;  rving  with  them  on  the  committee 
e  Richard  Hayes  and  Ed  Wall  of 
.ramount;  Fred  Sliter  and  Dan 
nulihan  of  Fox. 

Waters  was  recently  promoted 
th-Fox  manager  from  Albany  to 
ttsburgh;  Johnny  Moore  was  pro- 
ved branch  manager  for  Para- 
bunt  from  Albany  to  Buffalo. 


tes  Held  for  F.  A.  Jones 

New  Orleans  —  Funeral  services 
Jre  held  for  Farris  A.  Jones,  52, 
:e-president  of  Motion  Picture  Ad- 
rtising  Co.  Relicts  are  his  widow, 
other,  daughter  Lorys,  and  brother 
rthur. 


CHARTERED 


DRIVE-IN  THEATER,  INC.,  Flint,  Mich.  Capi- 
1,000  shares,  no  par  at  $1,  assets  $1,000. 
:orporated  in  Michigan  with  Wm.  &  Agnes 
eksyn,  Flint;  William  A.  and  Louella  C.  Rice, 
'.  Morris,  Mich.,  incorporators. 
BAIA  MOTION  PICTURE  ENGINEERING  INC., 
ghland  Park,  Mich.,  manufacturer  and  real 
fate.  Capital  $100,000  at  $10,  assets  $15,000. 
:orporated  in  Michigan  with  Philip  Baia, 
ghland   Park. 

CASSIDY  THEATERS,  INC.,  Midland,  Michi- 
n.  Capital  $400,000  at  $100,  assets  $250,000. 
corporated  in  Michigan  with  William  A.  Cas- 
ly,    Midland,    2,500   shares,    incorporator. 


REVIEWS  Of  n€iu  fiLms 

"The  Devil  on  Wheels"     "The  Pilgrim  Lady" 


with    Noreen   Nash,   Darryl   Hickman 
PRC  67  Mins. 

POTENTLY  PERFORMED  PREACHMENT 
ON  RECKLESS  DRIVING,  JUVENILE  CARE- 
LESSNESS: VERY   MUCH  WORTH  WHILE. 

Producers  of  this  film  are  to  be  com- 
mended on  pointing  up  a  situation  that  re- 
quired attention  before  n:w,  will  require 
still  more  when  new  cars  come  off  the  line 
and  the  oldies  are  cheaply  taken  up.  While 
the  basic  problem  is  allegedly  prevalent  on 
the  West  Coast  there  is  little  doubt  it 
has  similar  facets  elsewhere.  The  irrespon- 
sibility of  kids  at  the  wheels  of  stepped- 
upped  cars  is  something  that  must  be  cur- 
tailed. 

In  combining  a  preachment  with  a  modi- 
cum of  entertainment,  the  outcome  here 
measures  up  very  favorably.  The  notes  of 
death  and  tragedy  are  struck.  The  film 
should  serve  dually  as  diversion  and   lesson. 

Focussing  on  the  congeniality  of  a  happy 
family,  the  story  gets  under  way  when 
they  acquire  a  new  car  and  papa  shows  it 
off.  At  once  he  gets  a  ticket.  Son  Darryl 
Hickman  has  a  cut  down  jalrpy  which  he 
gives  hell  in  backroad  speed  contests  with 
other  teen  agers.  They  soort  around  with 
girls,  all  for  male  vanity.  The  police  lay  for 
them  to  no  avail. 

Death  strikes  when  a  quartet  of  young- 
sters return  from  a  beach  party.  Hick- 
man's mother  is  seriously  injured  by  her 
son.  He  clips  her  vehicle,  causing  her  to 
kill  his  buddy,  Robert  Arthur.  He  is  un- 
aware it  was  his  mother  driving  the  other 
car. 

He  returns  home,  learns  Arthur  is  dead. 
The  news  of  his  mother  soon  arrives  and 
he  is  poignantly  affected.  His  father  is 
highly  irrational.  The  problem  resolves 
itself  later  and  with  the  air  of  iuvenile 
court,  traffic  discipline  and  the  like,  an 
understanding   is  arrived   at. 

Contributing  sequences  are  well  handled. 
Nrreen  Nash  is  a  striking  brunette.  The 
youngsters  and  supporting  cast  play  their 
parts  capably. 

CAST:  Noreen  Nash,  Darryl  Hickman,  Jan 
Ford,  James  Cardwell,  Damian  O'Flynn,  Lenita 
Lane,  William  Forrest,  Sue  England,  Robert  Ar- 
thur,  Ann   Burr. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ben  Stoloff;  Director, 
Crane  Wilbur;  Original  story  and  screenDlav, 
Crane  Wilbur,  from  an  idea  by  Tony  Sargent' 
Cameraman,  L.  WMIiam  O'Connell:  Set  Decora- 
tions, Armir  Marlowe,  Clarence  Steenson:  Film 
Editor,  Al  Troffev:  Sound,  L.  John  Myers;  Music, 
Alvin    Levin;    Musical    Director,    Irving    Friedman. 

DIRECTION,   Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 

WB  Droos  Ootion 
On  'Tall  of  Valor" 


West   Cnast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  WB  announced  it 
would  definitely  not  produce  Charles 
Jackson's  "Fall  of  Valor." 


PRC  Completes  Franchise 
Purchases  with  Northwest 


Seattle.  Wash.  —  Lloyd  Lamb  has 
sold  his  PRC  distribution  franchise 
for  the  Northwest,  which  includes 
Oregon,  Washington,  Northern  Idaho 
and  Alaska,  back  to  PRC.  It  is  the 
last  of  the  outstanding  PRC  fran- 
chises and  completes  the  company's 
purchases. 


with  Lynne  Roberts,  Warren  Douglas 
Republic  67  Mins. 

EFFECTIVE  COMEDY  OF  PUBLISHING 
GAME  MARKED  BY  INTERESTING  DIS- 
PLAY OF  TALENT. 

The  publishing  game  is  taken  for  what 
resolves  itself  into  a  merry  whirl  in  this 
offering  which  combines  an  interesting 
display  of  talent  and  a  story  that  is  light- 
weight fiction. 

The  players  in  the  majar  roles  project 
their  talents  against  backgrounds  of  taste, 
with  the  right  ncte  of  conviction.  Alan 
Mowbray  has  some  of  the  best  comedy  lines 
and  business  and  his  veteran  capabilities 
are  apparent.  Lynne  Roberts  and  Warren 
Douglas  handle  the  boy-girl  angles  while 
Veda  Ann  Borg,  Clarence  Kolb,  Helen 
Freeman,  Doris  Merrick  and  Russell  Hicks 
supply   stalwart  support. 

It  all  stems  from  a  rather  spicy  novel  of 
Pilgrim  days,  written  by  Miss  Freeman, 
dean  of  women  at  an  Ohio  college.  She  ad- 
mits it  to  Douglas'  agency.  They  think  her 
to  be  a  glamor  girl.  She  is  invited  to  come 
to  New  York.  Miss  Roberts  is  her  niece. 
Bespectacled  and  the  student  type,  she  is 
soon  glamorized  and  radio  commentator 
Mowbray,  whose  opinions  on  books  make  of 
them  best-sellers,  is  lured  by  Douglas  to 
boost  the  book  and  set  an  amorous  cam- 
paign afloat,  eventually  to  gain  the  hand 
of  Miss  Roberts. 

Soon  Douglas  is  enamoured.  Miss  Free- 
man takes  up  with  Russell  Hicks.  Doris 
Merrick  arrives  on  her  honeymoon.  She  dis- 
covers her  aunt  and  sister  in  town  when 
they  are  supprsed  to  be  in  Maine  recuper- 
ating from  a  breakdown.  There  is  a  good 
deal  of  commotion  in,  around  and  about  a 
hotel.  At  length  there  is  a  general  summing 
i'o  and  general  happiness  for  all,  except 
Mowbray  who  still  has  his  microphone  to 
cuddle  up  to. 

It  adds  ud  to  fairly   good  enterta'nment. 

CAST:    Lvnne    Roberts,   Warren    Douglac,   A'an 

Mowbray,  Veda   Ann  Borg,  Clarence  Kolb,   Helen 

Freeman,     Doris     Merjick,     Russell      Hicks,     Ray 

Walker.   Charles   Coleman 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  William  J. 
O'Sullivan:  Director,  Lesley  Setander:  Original 
"reenDlay  bv  Dane  Lussier;  Cameraman.  Regain 
linnina:  Musical  Director,  Richard  Cherwin' 
F;lm  FHitor.  Arthur  Roberts;  Sound,  Fred  Stahl' 
Art  Director.  James  Sullivan:  Set  Decorations. 
Jo^n   McCarthy,    Jr..   Charles  Thomnson 

DIRECTION,  Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Good. 


"All  or  None"  Provision 
On  Contracts  is  Proposed 

(Continued  from  Pa^e  1) 
deal    on    separate    contracts,    while 
apm-ovine;  the  others. 

Bulletin,  prenared  b"  Leo  F.  Wol- 
eott.  board  chairman,  noints  out  that 
pxhib.  can  now  buy  one  or  more  pic- 
tures while  passing  up  others  offered 
and  suggests  that  buvers  write  or 
stamp  on  each  contract:  "Distrib- 
utor shall  approve,  or  reject,  all  the 
pictures  contracted  for  on  this  date" 
and  additionally:  "This  contract  is 
subject  to  a  20  per  cent  cancellation, 
unrestricted  as  to  brackets." 

Organization  ursres  operators  to 
band  together  to  fight  possible  the- 
ater tax  legislation  in  Iowa  and  an- 
nounces that  Tbe  Allied  Caravan,  in- 
formation and  film  price  service,  will 
come  to  Iowa  and  Nebraska  exhibs. 
shortly  after  Feb.  1. 


Special  Sales  Policy 
To  Be  Setjor  "Egg" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Seattle  and  Portland,  Ore.,  will  sit 
in  with  A.  J.  O'Keefe,  assistant  gen- 
eral sales  manager;  John  Joseph, 
national  ad-publicity  director,  and 
Maurice  A.  Bergman,  Eastern  ad- 
publicity  head,  together  with  Foster 
Blake  and  Barney  Rose,  U-I  district 
managers. 

Second  of  the  sales  meetings  is 
scheduled  for  Chicago's  Drake  Hotel 
on  Feb.  7-8,  and  the  third  will  follow 
in  New  York. 

At  all  three  meetings  emphasis  will 
be  placed  on  the  sales  policy  to  be 
fixed  for  "The  Egg  and  I,"  rated  by 
Scully  as  a  pic  that  will  "take  the 
minds  of  exhibs.  away  from  technical 
matters  and  put  them  back  in  the 
entertainment  business."  Scully  sees 
"ceiling  unlimited"  for  the  pic's 
gross,  and  says  that  first  dates  will 
be  selected  to  prove  the  pic's  b.  o. 
merit. 

Distribution  plan  for  "The  Egg" 
will  be  announced  by  Scully  at  the 
New  York  meeting  and  is  expected  to 
depart  from  the  conventional. 

Scully,  Joseph  and  Bergman  ar- 
rived here  from  the  studio  over  the 
week-end,  O'Keefe  coming  on  directly 
from  New  York. 


Appeal  Board  Upholds 
Shreveport  Loew  Award 

The  Arbitration  Appeal  Board 
upheld  last  week  the  decision  of  the 
New  Orleans  arbitrator  in  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Joy  Theater,  Shreve- 
port, La.,  against  Loew's,  Inc. 

Complaint's  request  for  the  elim- 
ination or  reduction  of  the  35-day 
clearance  enjoyed  by  the  Glenwood 
Theater  in  the  same  city  was  denied 
on  the  basis  that  substantial  compe- 
tition exists  and  that  clearance  in 
favor  of  the  first  run  Glenwood  is 
justified. 


Rites  for  Clement's  Kin 

Rutland,  Vt.  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  for  Frederic  P.  Clement, 
83,  father  of  Roger  C.  Clement,  Para- 
mount International's  secretary  and 
counsel. 


Rites  for  Corthell 

West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Services  were  held 
for  Herbert  Corthell,  69,  veteran  film 
and  stage  player,  who  died  here  last 
week.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow 
and  a  son. 


ftmmE  touch 


DOROTHY   PSIRA,   secretary,   Warners,   Washing- 
ton,   D.   C. 

LEONA  SMITH,  bookers  stenographer,  UA,  Phil- 
adelphia,   Pa. 

MARY   HOPKINS,   telephone   operator,   UA,   Phil- 
adelphia,  Pa. 

BARBARA    LININGER,     RKO-Schine-Keith    staff, 
Syracuse,   N.  Y. 

ELINOR     BENNETT,    RKO-Schine-Keith    staff, 
Syracuse,   N.  Y. 


was  a 
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the  PRIZE  BABY! 


jHAKESPEARE'S  swoon-provoker  had  his  hands 
full  just  trying  to  pitch  a  little  "woo"  with  one 
innocent  femme  .  .  .  and  then  the  poor  guy  lost 

his  book  on  "porch  climbing". . .  and  had  to  trade  his 

banjo  for  a  harp. 

Now,  you  take  The  PRIZE  BABY!  There's  a  lover  who 
compares  to  Romeo  like  a  P-38  compares  to  the  horse- 
and-buggy!  The  kid's  got  classl 

He  pitches  bis  line  to  anyone  close  enough  to  SEE 
him  .  .  .  and  what  he  doesn't  sell  on  SIGHT  ...  he  gets 
over  with  an  EAR-enticing  line  that  brings  back  Jane  Q. 
Public,  her  pa,  her  ma,  and  the  whole  family  .  . .  just  to 
find  out  what  the  kid's  got  to  sell! 

Of  course,  Romeo's  handicap  was  that  Shakespeare 
was  born  too  early  .  .  .  but  The  PRIZE  BABY  is  living  in 
this  wonderful  age  .  .  .that  gives  him  TRAILERS  and 
ACCESSORIES  ...  to  back  up  his  play  ...  to  do  a  job 
of  convincing . . .  that  opens  Jane  Q.  Public's  EYES . . .  and 
makes  her  want  to  LISTEN,  while  he  woos  her  ...  to 
your  Box  Office! 

Yeah  .  .  .  when  it  comes  to  wooing  your  public . .  .you 
can  count  on  The  PRIZE  BABY!  He's  the  Great  Lover  of 
the  industry! 
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fohnston  Attacks  "Abusive  British  Agitation 


Han't  Expect  America  to 
ake  All  the  Concessions," 
PAA  President  Declares 


Eochester  —  Pointing  up  his  re- 
ks  at  current  British  "great, 
frequently  unfair  and  abusive 
itation  to  im- 
se  even  greater 
istrictions  on 
ii  e  showing  o  f 
merican  pic- 
Kres,"  Eric  A. 
hnston,  MPAA 
•esident,  last 
ght  told  the 
^Chester  Cham- 
r  of  Commerce 
at  "our  friends 
■road  can't  ex- 
ct  America  to 
ake  all  the  con- 
ssions." 

The  question  of 
nerica's  foreign 
dicy  will  be  an- 

rered  at  the  forthcoming  trade  con- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


COLDWYN  FORMS  EXHIRITION  CO. 

Will  Lease  Theaters  in  Key  Cities  for  Pre-release 
Runs  of  "Best  Years  of  Our  Lives" 


ERICA.  JOHNSTON 


ompetitive  Bidding 
assailed  by  Barton 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Competitive  bid- 
ng,  no  solution  to  the  problem  of 
m  buying,  instead  is  a  "breeder  of 
igation,"  Robert  T.  Barton,  Jr.,  of 
■chmond,  Va.,  told  the  TO  of  North 
id  South  Carolinas  convention  here 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Allied  Reps,  in 

Philly  Meet  Feb.  3 

Philadelphia  —  An  informal  meet- 
ing of  representatives  of  several  Al- 
lied units  in  connection  with  the 
Allied  Caravan  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  here  for  three  days  starting 
Feb.  3. 

On  hand  conferring  with  Sidney 
Samuelson,  Allied  general  manager, 
will  be  H.  A.  Cole,  Allied  of  Texas; 
William  Carroll,  ATO  of  Indiana; 
John  H.  Wolfberg.  representing  Den- 
ver Allied  unit;  Bennie  Berger  and 
Stanley  Kane,  Minneapolis,  North 
Central  Allied,  and  Charles  Niles, 
Allied  ITO  of  Iowa  and   Nebraska. 


First  indie  producer  to  make  the 
move  in  the  wake  of  the  New  York 
equity  decree,  Samuel  Goldwyn  has 
incorporated  Samuel  Goldwyn  Pic- 
tures, Inc.,  as  a  wholly  owned  sub- 
sidiary of  Samuel  Goldwyn  Prods., 
Inc.,  in  Delaware  to  enter  the  exhibi- 
tion field,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day. 

New  company  will  lease  theaters 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  "The 
Best  Years  of  Our  Lives,"  with  RKO 
Radio    assisting    in    the    acquisition 


of  the  houses  and  in  the  physical 
servicing  of  the  pic. 

In  each  instance,  "Best  Years"  will 
play  a  pre-release  engagement  at 
advanced  prices,  with  Goldwyn  with- 
holding general  release  until  after 
Jan.  1  next. 

First  dates  in  which  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn Pictures  will  be  the  theater 
operator  are  in  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
where  the  St.  John  Theater  has  been 
leased,  and  in  Pittsburgh,  where  the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Gordon  New  Head  of 
Butterfield  Circuit 


Detroit  —  Lawrence  E.  Gordon  of 
Battle  Creek,  former  secretary  of 
the  Butterfield  circuit,  and  trustee  of 
estate  of  the  late  Col.  W.  S.  Butter- 
field, was  named  president  of  Bijou 
Theatrical  Enterprise  Co.,  basic 
holding  company  for  the  circuit,  suc- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Re-Issues  Cutting  Into 
Film  Employment  Levels 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Impact    of    re-issuing 

old    films    on    film    employment   will 

have  to  be  met  by  joint  action  of  all 

crafts,  according  to  a  statement  in 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Theater  Telecasts 
Seen  by  Year's  End 

Telecasting  of  special  events  films 
in  theaters  by  the  end  of  1947,  not 
necessarily  instantaneous,  was  fore- 
cast by  Loren  L.  Ryder,  new  presi- 
dent of  SMPE,  in  a  press  interview, 
prior  to  departure  for  the  Coast  yes- 
terday. The  use  of  big  screens  for 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Portuguese  Congress  Fails 
To  Ratify  Film  Decree 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Failure  of  the  Portu- 
guese Congress  to  ratify  the  recent 
restrictive  decree  against  U.  S.  pix 
is  viewed  here  as  a  possible  way  out 
for  Premier  Salazar  in  view  of 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Ticket  Tax  Collections  Rise 

$41,182,757  Shown  on  Nov.  Admissions 


Buffalo  Rivoli  To  File 
Trust  Suit  Against  Majors 

Chicago — Thomas  McConnell,  lead- 
ing local  attorney,  leaves  for  Buffalo 
today,  where  he  will  file  an  anti- 
trust suit  in  Federal  Court  Wednes- 
day for  Rivoli  Operating  Co.,  oper- 
ators of  Rivoli  Theater,  Buffalo, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — A  December  admis- 
sions tax  collection  of  $41,182,757  on 
November  admissions  was  reported 
this  morning  by  the  Bureau  of  In- 
ternal Revenue  for  the  month  of  De- 
cember—  nearly  five  million  above 
the  $36,393,292  total  for  a  month 
earlier.  While  this  healthy  figure  did 
not  come  close  to  the  record-breaking 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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Company  Also  Sets  Marks 
For  Operating  Income  and 
Its  Net  Working  Capital 


Rolling  up  new  records  of  $53,934,- 
865  in  income  from  operations,  $4,- 
565,219  in  net  profits  and  $29,278,895 
in  net  working  capital,  Universal  in 
the  fiscal  year  ended  Nov.  2  last  en- 
joyed its  most  prosperous  12  months, 
stockholders  were  told  yesterday  in 
the  annual  corporation  report  re- 
leased by  J.  Cheever  Cowdin  and 
Nate  J.  Blumberg,  board  chairman 
and  president,  respectively. 

The  net  of  $4,565,219  is  equal  to 
$5.32  a  share  on  827,119  shares  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Propose  Britain  Tax 
Net  of  Foreign  Pix 

London  (By  Cable) — Abolition  of 
the  Renters  Quota  and  the  substitu- 
tion for  it  of  a  tax  on  the  net  earn- 
ings of  all  foreign  films  at  the  box 
office  is  proposed  by  the  Films  In- 
dustry Employes  Council,  represent- 
ing six  trade  unions,  in  quota  legis- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Councilman  Connolly  Hits 
Fielding  "Outlaw"  Stand 


Councilman  Eugene  P.  Connolly 
yesterday  assailed  License  Commis- 
sioner Benjamin  Fielding's  statement 
to  the  City  Council  that  present  city 
and  State  laws  "are  ample  bul- 
(Continued  on  Page  61 


20t1fFox  to  Spend 
Million  on  Wembley 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Twentieth- 
Fox  is  seeking  permits  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  spend  one  million 
pounds  enlarging  and  re-equipping 
Wembley  Studios,  it  was  disclrsed 
here  yesterday  by  Murray  Silverstone, 
the  company's  international  head. 

Wembley,  formerly  Fox  British 
Pictures,  Ltd.,  during  the  war  was 
taken  over  by  the  Crown  and  Ser- 
vice Units.  Studios  occupying  two 
floors  are  located  on  Empire  Way, 
Wembley  Park,  Middlesex. 


DAILY 


Tuesday,  January  28,  19' 


Vol.  91,  No.  19       Tues.,  Jan.  28,  1947        10  Cents 


JOHN    W.    ALICOATE 


Publisher 


DONALD   M.    MERSEREAU    :  Associate    Publisher 
and  General  Manager 


CHESTER    B.    BAHN 


Editor 


Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundays 
and  Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York  18, 
N.  Y.,  by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc. 
J.  W.  Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher; 
Donald  M.  Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Entered  as  second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  1938, 
at  the  post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
$10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscribers  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York  18,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117,  9-7118, 
9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address  Film- 
day,  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
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TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


financial. 


(Mon.,  Jan.  27) 


NEW  YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

High  Low  Close 

Am.   Seat 21  20%  21 

Bell    &    Howell 23  22  23 

Columbia    Picts 20V4  19  20V4 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd.     80  80  80 

East.  Kodak   225       222  225 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 22V2  22V4  22V2 

Loew's,    Inc 25V8  245/8  24% 

Paramount     283/8  27%  28V4 

RKO      14%  14l/4  14V2 

Republic    Pict 6%  6%  6% 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    14%  14V2  14% 

20th  Century-Fox      .      34%  343/8  3434 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  43  43  43 

Universal    Pict 25%  24%  25% 

Warner    Bros 163A  16%  163/4 

NEW  YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      5V8  5  5% 

RKO      43/8  4%  4% 

Sonotone    Corp 3            3  3 

Technicolor      16%  16  16 


Net 
Chg. 

+  "3/4 
+  % 
+  % 
+   6 

—  "i/4 

+   % 

—  % 


+       1/4 
+       % 


+       % 
—       % 
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Goldwyn  Wins  Court  Test 
On  DOS  Arbitration  Move 


Samuel  Goldwyn's  motion  to  re- 
strain David  O.  Selznick  from  in- 
voking jurisdiction  of  the  New  York 
courts  to  force  arbitration  of  dam- 
ages claimed  by  Selznick  as  a  re- 
sult of  violation  of  contract  was 
granted  last  week  by  Justice  Coha- 
lan  in   Supreme  Court. 

Dispute  arose  when  parties  in- 
volved sought  to  obtain  the  Astor 
Theater  for  first-run  showing  of 
"Duel  in  the  Sun"  and  "Best  Years 
of  Our  Lives."  Justice  Cohalan 
pointed  out  that  at  the  time  the  con- 
tract was  consummated  Selznick's 
corporation  had  not  complied  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in  that  it  was  a  foreign  corporation 
doing  business  here  without  having 
obtained  a  certificate  of  authority 
from  the  Secretary  of  State.  Con- 
sequently, Selznick  has  no  right  to 
require  Goldwyn  to  proceed  to  arbi- 
tration in  this  state. 


V6  Unit,  Brotherhood 
Trailers  in  Cleveland 


Cleveland,  O.  —  Members  of  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors 
Association  have  agreed  to  run  a 
trailer  asking  war  veterans  to  sign 
up  as  members  of  the  V6  Unit  which 
places  them,  without  obligation,  on 
the  service  inactive  list  in  the  status 
of  their  active  rank.  Trailer  is  to 
be  ran  one  week  in  each  theater. 
Cleveland's  quota  is  8,000  men. 

Members  also  agreed  to  run  a 
special  trailer  during  American 
Brotherhood  Week  sponsored  by 
the  NCCJ  in  an  effort  to  combat  re- 
ligious prejudice. 


Grace  Moore  Services 
Will  Be  Held  Here 

Copenhagen  (By  Cable) — Body  of 
Grace  Moore  will  be  brought  to  the 
U.  S.  for  funeral  services.  The 
singer's  husband.  Valentin  Parera, 
is  en  route  here  from  France. 


Pa.  Allied  Meet  Today 

Philadelphia  —  Over  100  members 
are  expected  to  attend  the  ninth 
annual  meeting  today  of  the  Allied- 
Independent  Theater  Owners  of 
Eastern  Pa.,  at  the  Warwick  Hotel, 
according  to  Sidney  Samuelson,  gen- 
eral manager. 


AMPA  Chiefs  Meet  Thurs. 

AMPA  directors  and  souvenir 
journal  committee  will  meet  Thurs- 
day in  Rutgers  Neilson's  office  in 
the  RKO  Bldg.  at  5:30  p.m. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,   INC. 

1600  BROADWAY    •    N.  Y.  19    •    Circle  6- 

Complete   Film  and 
Disc   Recording    Facilities 


Ala.  Legislature  May 
End  Sales  Tax  Tokens 


Montgomery,  Ala. — The  1947  Ala- 
bama Legislature  convened  here  in 
10-day  organizational  session  with- 
out any  special  legislation  affecting 
the  film  industry  on  the  horizon.  The 
regular  session  will  not  convene  un- 
til May. 

Legislators  have  indicated  that  a 
bill  would  be  introduced  to  abolish 
sales  tax  tokens,  which,  if  passed, 
would  end  a  headache  for  theater 
managers  along  with  the  general 
public.  A  bill  to  amend  State  child 
laboi-  laws  to  raise  the  minimum  age 
for  full  time  employment  from  14 
to  16  would  likewise  affect  indirectly 
the  theater  industry. 

There  may  also  be  a  tightening  up 
of  safety  regulations,  but  so  far  no 
bill  to  this  effect  is  indicated.  State 
censorship  is  not  indicated  either, 
and  even  additional  taxation  has  not 
been  mentioned.  Alabama's  new 
governor,  James  E.  Folsom,  one- 
time doorman  at  a  New  York  City 
theater,  was  inaugurated  with  the 
state  coffers  literally  bulging  with 
money,  an  unprecedented  event. 

Bookers  Club  Installs 
Oscar  Lager  and  Staff 

More  than  300  members,  guests 
and  industry  biggies  attended  the 
eighth  annual  installation  dinner  and 
dance  of  the  Motion  Picture  Bookers 
Club  last  night  at  the  Tavern  on  the 
Green  in  Central  Park. 

Officers  installed  into  office  were: 
Oscar  Lager,  re-elected  as  prexy; 
Harry  Margolies,  1st  veepee;  Louis 
Wolff,  2nd  veepee;  Ted  Krasner, 
treasurer;  Jean  Slade,  financial  sec- 
retary; Max  Fried,  sergeant-at-arms. 

Jack  Birnbaum  and  Jack  Perley 
were  inducted  as  trustees.  New 
board  of  directors  consists  of: 
Archie  Berisch,  Alex  Arttswalder, 
Eddie  Seider  and  George  Trilling. 

Seated  on  the  dais  were:  Max  A. 
Cohen,  toastmaster;  Arthur  Green- 
blatt,  David  N.  Levy,  Fred  J. 
Schwartz,  Oscar  S.  Lager,  Harry 
Margolies,  Louis  Wolff,  Sam  Rinzler 
and  Harold  Klein. 


Benoit-Levy  in  Charge 
Of  UN  Executive  Setup 

Jean  Benoit-Levy,  UN  film  and 
visual  information  director,  has  been 
formally  named  to  supervise  the  de- 
partment's executive  activities,  a 
move  that  was  anticipated.  He  will 
be  assisted  by  William  Farr  in  Paris. 
Services  have  been  established  for 
the  film  board  and  specialized  agen- 
cies. 


Mr.  Exhibitor:  Investigate! 
Filmock's  NEW  P revue  Trail-  ( 
er  Service  before  signing  any 
trailer  contracts.  Write,  wire' 
or  phone  Filmack  1327  SJ 
Wabash,  Chkago  5,  10.  audi 
receive  full  details. 


COrniDG  and  GOIItG 


JACK  ELLIS,  UA  district  manager,  and 
DICKSTEIN,  of  home  office  sales  departm< 
return  to  New  York  tomorrow  from  two- 
trip   to  Albany   and   Gloversville. 

IKE    and     HARRY     KATZ,     of     Kr       "ilm 
changes,    are     in    New    York    closi  rite 

deals.    They   are    stopping   at   the    E^.    -n. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  M-G-M  Eastern  s. 
manager,    returned    yesterday    from    New    Ha 

HERBERT  STOTHART,  head  of  M-G- 
music  department  at  the  Culver  City  stu 
left  yesterday  for  the  Coast  after  spending 
week   in  the   East. 

RUDY  BERGER,  Southern  M-G-M  sales  ma 
ger,  has  returned  to  his  New  Orleans'  he 
quarters   after    visiting    Dallas. 

I.  FREEMAN,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publi 
department,  is  in  town  on  a   brief  visit. 

BOB  KAUFMANN,  of  20th-Fox  exploitation 
partment,    will    leave    New    York    today    for 
bany  and    Chicago.    He  will    return   to    the   lv 
office    in    three   weeks. 

BILL  JOHNSTON,  special  rep.  for  Bob  Hi 
is  at  the    Paramount   home   office. 

HUGH  OWEN,  Paramount's  Eastern  and  Soi 
ern  division  sales  manager,  has  gone  South 
conferences  with  three  of  the  company's  bra 
managers,  Clvde  Goodson,  Atlanta;  Harry 
Haas,  Charlotte,  and  Gordon  Bradley,  New 
leans. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Universale  Soutl 
and  Canadian  sales  manager,  leaves  today 
Nashville. 

FRANK   CAPRA   and  JAMES   STEWART  are  I 
Philadelphia  today  for  a  luncheon  and  radio 
pearance    in     connection    with    the    opening 
morrow  of  "It's  A  Wonderful   Life." 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  the  Warner  Bros.'  p 
date   department,    leaves   tonight  for  Chicag 

ADOLPH    ROSECAN,    owner    of    Princess 
ater,  St.  Louis,  returned  from  Los  Angeles  w 
he  had   b?en  visiting   his  mother.    Brother   ED 
ROSECAN.     ooerator    of     the     Rialto,     Hanni 
and    the    Rialto,    Cape    Girardeau,    Mo.,    left 
California,   also   for  visit   with   his   mother. 

PEGGY  ANN  GARNER,  20th-Fox  player, 
back  in  Hollywood  from  the  Capital,  where 
was  White   House  guest. 

FRANCHOT  TONE,  accompanied  by  his  w 
is  visiting   Manhattan. 

FELIX  JAGER,  Look  Magazine's  promoi 
manager,  and  his  wife  have  arrived  in  Ho 
wood  to  attend  the  Look  Achievement  Awe 
show  at   the    El    Capitan    Theater    next   Tuesc 

GEORGE  STEVENS,  producer-director,  retur 
to  the  West  Coast  after  a  fortniaht  of  sh 
shopping  and  confabbing  with  Frank  Cai 
Howard  Lindsay  and  Russel  Crouse  on  "State 
the  Union,"  skedded  for  filmization  by  Lib< 
Films. 

ANTHONY   VEILLER,    associate    producer,    I' 
erty     Films,     returned     to     Hollywood     over 
week-end  after  two  weeks  in  New  York. 

SAM  WHEELER,  Film  Classics'  sales  ma 
ger,  left  over  the  week-end  for  swing  thro 
company's  offices  in  key  cities,  for  exploitai 
set-up  purposes.  Will  return  to  New  York 
February   10th. 

MARIE  SLATE,  Eagle-Lion  publicist,  has 
turned  from  Texas  after  spending  two  we 
working  on  premiere  engagements  on  "If: 
loke,    Son." 

JACOB  WILK,  Eastern  production  mane 
for  Warners,  is  at  the  Burbank  studio  fo 
series  of  conferences.  He  returns  to  New  Y 
next  Monday. 


pi 


CINEMATOGRAPHER 

Nationally  known  industrial  concen 
located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  re 
quires  man  experienced  in  industry 
documentary  film  work.  Must  hav 
thorough  knowledge  of  film  cutting 
script  planning,  and  silent  16  mm 
color  equipment.  No  dark  room  work 
Some  travel.  Give  complete  experience 
information  and  salary  required. 

POST   OFFICE   BOX   No.   360 
LOUISVILLE  KENTUCKY 


T&A  ^  t^lnrv^t^ WARMER  PICTURE 


CO-STARRING 
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WITH 


ROBERT  ALDA  ■  ROSEMARY  DECAMP 


DIRECTED  BY 


PRODUCED  BY 


VINCENT  SHERMAN  •  WILLIAM  JACOBS 

SCREEN    PLAY  BY  N.  RICHARD  NASH    •    FROM   A  STORY  BY 
PAUL  WEBSTER  &  JACK  SOBELL  •  MUSIC  BY  FRANZ  wax  MAN 
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Propose  Britain  Tax 
M  of  Foreign  Pix 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
lation  recommendations  made  to  the 
Board  of  Trade. 

Other  radical  innovations  filed  in- 
clude: 

1.  Classification  of  British 
theaters  into  four  categories — 
major  circuits,  West  End  show 
cases,  smaller  circuits  and  indies 
operating  10  houses  or  less. 

2.  First  feature  quotas  of  re- 
spectively 35,  35,  25  and  15  p.c. 
rising  to  50,  50,  25  and  22»/2  P«- 
over  the  10-year  period. 

3.  Second  feature  quotas,  sep- 
arate, rising  from  20  to  30  p.c. 
and  a  shorts  quota  for  all  the- 
aters   rising   from   50   to   66-2/4 

D.C. 

4.  Widening  of  the  British 
Films  Council  to  permit  govern- 
ment representation  to  foster 
cultural  progress  of  British 
films. 

5.  Provision  for  establishment 
of  a  Films  Bank  to  be  adminis- 
tered by  the  Council.  The  Bank 
would  be  capitalized  from  a  box 
office  tax  which  would  finance 
production  and  set  up  its  own 
distribution   organization. 

6.  Reduction  in  the  size  of  ex- 
isting circuits  and  establishment 
of  a  fourth  government  -  con- 
trolled chain,  as  proposed  late 
last  year  by  a  Labor  Party  Par- 
liamentary committee. 


Portuguese  Congress  Fails 
To  Ratify  Film  Decree 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

forth  coming  trade  treaty  negotia- 
tions. Decree  has  not  been  placed 
before  the  body. 

Herman  Baruch,  now  ambassador 
to  Holland,  prior  to  his  transfer  to 
The  Hague,  stiffly  protested  the 
.iew  measure.  He  was  advised  t,y 
Fayette  Allport,  MPA  rep.  in  Lon- 
don. British  diplomats  have  also 
protested. 

To  date  no  U.  S.  pix  have  been 
affected.  Distribs.  hauled  in  all  pos- 
sible product  before  the  year's  end  to 
escape    added    taxation. 


Rites  for  Marcus  Benn 

Philadelphia  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  here  Sunday  for  Marcus 
Benn,  82,  pioneer  exhib.  Benn  started 
in  biz  in  1918  and  was  active  until 
his  retirement  a  few  years  ago.  He 
was   partner   in    S-W   in    one   house. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
CREETinGS  TO: 


Jan.  28 
Charles    (Scoop)    Kirnard 
Paul    Malvern  Ernst  Lubitsch 

Florence    Dudley  Tom   Neal 

Robert  W.   Bischoff 
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Tuesday's  Telelines 

•  •  •  GLAMOUR  IN  FIGURES  (NON-FEMME  VARIETY):  "Some- 
thing new  has   been   added   to" film   corporation   financial   reports 

by  Universal  Pictures  in  its  36-page  annual  report  for  1946.  released  to 
stockholders  yesterday.  ;  .  .  .  .The  cover  is  printed  in  full  color,  finding  a 
motif  in  "Song  of  Scheherazade"  and   "Stairway   to   Heaven,"   and   the 

inside  text,  well  illustrated,  is  done  in  shades  of  brown  and  black 

The  conventional  balance  sheets  and  tables  are  there,  of  course,  but  in 
addition,  there's  a   two-page   spread  which   gives   essential  data  for   all 

overseas   subsidiaries The   traditional  letter  to  stockholders,   too,  is 

augmented  by  articles  covering  industry  characteristics,  8  mm.  and  16  mm. 

films,   foreign  business   and  British  pictures There's   a  double-page 

spread   of   Universal    stars,    another   of   forthcoming   "U-I"    pix   and   four 

pages  of  scene  stills  in  roto  brown A  helluva  good  job,  all  the  way 

thru! 

▼  T  T 

•  C  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Stockholm  theaters  playing  Paramount's  "The 
Lost  Weekend"  are  building  their  advertising  campaign  on  the  fact  that 
the  picture  won  THE  FILM  DAILY  1946  "Ten  Best"  pictures  poll.  .  .  . 

•  Louis  B.  Mayer's  great  racing  stables,  which  date  back  to  1938  when 
the  Metro  production  chief  entered  racing  by  buying  22  yearlings  at 
Saratoga,  go  on  the  block  Feb.  27  at  Santa  Anita.  ...  •  Special 
classes  in  acting,  to  be  co-ordinated  with  Film  Workshop  activities  at 
Brooklyn's  New  Institute,  start  next  month.  ...  •  Katina  Paxinou,  one 
of  Greece's  great  actresses,  has  posed  with  posters  for  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  appeal  for  the  War  Orphans  of  Greece,  to  further  the  drive's 
publicity.  ...  •  If  you  suspected  that  that  "Bedelia"  personal  ad,  which 
appeared  in  the  Herald  Tribune  Public  Notices  column  yesterday, 
originated  in  the  fertile  imagination  of  an  Eagle-Lion  publicist,  you're 
eminently  correct Those  initials  V.  T.  stand  for  Victoria  Theater.  .  .  . 

•  Ted  Turrell,  for  20  years  identified  with  Warner  Theaters  in  Chicago, 
has  resigned  as  manager  of  the  Beverly  there,  to  move  to  the  West 
Coast He'll   be    feted    with    a    farewell    dinner    next    month.    .    .    . 

•  Editor  Maxwell  Hamilton  of  Motion  Picture  Magazine,  is  urging  screen 

tests  for  four-year-old  Nancy  Drury,  the  March  of  Dimes  poster  girl 

The  moppet's  dad  is  a  Fawcett  employee.  ...  •  Columbia  has  signed 
Irving  Starr,  former  Metro-20th-Fox  producer,  to  a  termer. 

T  ▼  T 

©  •  •  ODDS  "N'  ENDS:  Ansel  N.  Sanborn  is  probably  the  first 
exhib.  to  have  a  State  Legislature  en  masse  sing  "Happy  Birthday"  to 
him It  happened  the  other  day  in  the  New  Hampshire  State  Legis- 
lature, in  which  Sanborn  again  serves.  ...  •  William  Holden,  seen 
in  Paramount's  "Blaze  of  Noon,"  plays  host  to  fan  magazine  editors  at 
a  "21"  lunch  today.  ...  •  Didja  know  that  B  &  K's  Chicago  tele  sta- 
tion, WBKB,  logged  more  hours  o*h  the  air  in  1946  than  any  other  U.  S. 

tele  station? Its  total  of  1088  hours  on  the  air  doubled  the  station's 

1945    time.   ...      •    Speaking   of    tele,    video   has   its    first   Wall   Street 

sponsor  in  Merrill  Lynch,   Pierce  Fenner  and  Beane CBS   will  foot 

the  film  "Money  At  Work"  on  Thursday,  with  the  investment  firm  paying 
the  shot.  ...  •  Harry  Carr  and  James  Scott  of  films,  and  Leon  Pinkin, 
'Frisco  industrialist,  have  formed  Stage,  Inc.,  to  organize  and  operate  a 
repertory  theater  circuit  on  the  Coast^  with  key  houses  in  Los  Angeles 
and  'Frisco.  ...  •  R.  G.  Landis,  manager  of  the  motion  picture  depart- 
ment of  the  Shell  Oil  Co.,  will  speak  on  industrial  movies  Feb.  6,  at  the 
Fourth  National  Conference  of  Public  Relations  Executives  at  the  Wal- 
dorf. ...  9  The  Presbyterian  Church's  General  Assembly,  at  its  next 
session,  will  see  a  fight  open  on  the  allegedly  unnecessary  drinking 
scenes  in  films.  ...  •  The  National  Committee  on  Films  For  Safety 
has  set  Feb.  10  as  deadline  for  receipt  of  entries  for  1946  awards 


Competitive  Bidding 
Assailed  by  Barton 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
yesterday.    Five  hundred  are  reg 
tered  at  the  meeting  which    "intinv 
today,  with  Prexy  Ben  St.       "ir  pv 
siding. 

Barton,  whose  law  firm  represeiii 
the  Confederacy  of  Southern  As: 
ciations  in  the  New  York  equity  ca 
declared  that  there  are  many  tr; 
practices  that  can  be  settled  by  c 
ferences  between  producers,  distri 
and  exhibs. 

Discussing   the    Statutory    Cour 
hearing  on  the  New  York  equity 
cree,  Barton  said: 

"No   one  wanted  competitive  b 
ding  except  the  court.    Suit  chang 
from  an  action  by  the  U.  S.  agah 
various   distributors    and   produce 
presumably  to  assist  the  independt 
exhibitors,   into   what   might  be  d 
scribed  as  a  controversy  between 
dependent  exhibitors,  and  the  cou 
Competitive  bidding  was  the  couiJ 
own  creation   and  child.    The  coi 
admitted    that   its    decree    met    oi 
some  of  the  objections  raised  at  t 
hearing  as  to  competitive  bidding 
"No  one  can  foretell  the  action 
of  any  court,  except  that  it  is' 
reasonably  safe  to  say  that  thtJ 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  on  an  ap- 
peal,   will,    at    the    worst,    onl> 
affirm  what  the  Statutory  Court 
has  done,  and  will  not  attempi 
to  make  competitive   bidding 
more  pernicious  than  it  is  now 
I  feel  that  it  is  quite   possibh 
that  the  Supreme  Court  may  en- 
tirely eliminate  competitive  bid- 
ding, or  substitute  the  proposa 
suggested  by  the  distributors  tc 
the  Statutory  Court,  which  is  in 
part   embodied   in   Section    Nint 
of  the  present  decree." 
Other- speakers  yesterday  indue 
Karl    Hoblitzelle,    president    of    1 
Interstate   Theaters,   Inc.,   of  Dal 
and  E.  V.  Richards,  Jr.,  of  New  ( 
leans,    La.,    temporary   chairman 
the  Motion  Picture  Foundation  w 
discussed  the  Foundation. 

Annual  election  of  officers  and  : 
ports  from  committees  will  be  h' 
today.  The  annual  banquet  will 
tonight  with  Harry  Buchanan 
Hendersonville,  N.  C,  and  Clav 
Lee  of  New  York,  as  co-toastmaste 
A  dance  will  follow  the  banquet. 

Strike  Labeled  Jurisdictional 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAI 

Hollywood  —  Federal  Judge  E 
Harrison  clearly  labeled  studio  str: 
as  a  jurisdictional  dispute  when 
took  under  submission  motions  to  d 
miss  a  suit  for  declaratory  rel 
filed  by  a  group  of  striking  c; 
penters. 


SICK  LIST 


ANDY  ANDERSON,  head  of  Photop 
Theaters,  Hartford,  Ky..  has  been  admit 
to  the  Leahy  Clinic,  Boston,  Mass.,  fo 
major    operation. 


w 


:  ..  ■ 


THE 

STANDARD   REFERENCE 

BOOK  OF  THE 

MOTION  PICTURE 

INDUSTRY 


More  than  a  thou- 
sand pages. 
Beautifully    bound. 
White   and   gold 
stiff  covers. 
Weighs  more  than 
tour   pounds. 
"A  Library  Piece." 
A  wealth  of  infor- 
mation. 
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Soon  to  be  distributed  to 
all  subscribers 

of 

THE    FILM    DAILY 

1501    BROADWAY,   N.   Y.   C. 

Hollywood  Office: 
6425   Hollywood    Boulevard,    Hollywood,    California 
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Gordon  New  Head  of 
Butlerfield  Circuit 


(Continued    from   Page    1) 

ceeding  Edward  C.  Beatty,  who  died 
suddenly  last  Tuesday.  Company 
controls  two  operating  groups,  W.  S. 
Butterneld  Theaters  and  Butterfield 
Michigan  Theaters. 

William  A.  Ruble,  trust  company 
rep.,  of  Lansing,  was  named  vice- 
president.  Olive  M.  Cox,  of  Detroit, 
executive  staff,  was  named  secretary. 
George  S.  Berger,  former  auditor, 
becomes  treasurer. 

Circuit  was  without  key  executives 
as  Beatty  was  also  treasurer  and 
general  manager,  and  vice-president 
Edmund  Shields  died  two  weeks  pre- 
viously. Further  changes  in  assign- 
ment of  operating  responsibility  for 
circuit  are  anticipated,  but  immed- 
iate appointments  were  necessary  be- 
cause of  corporate  vacancies  caused 
by  deaths. 


Poli-N.  E.  Bond  Redemption 

Poli-New  England  Theaters,  Inc. 
has  given  notice  of  retirement  to 
holders  of  first  mortgage  bonds  due 
Nov.  15,  1958.  Corporate  trustee, 
The  New  York  Trust  Co.,  has  drawn 
by  lot  for  retirement  Feb.  26,  1947, 
partial  redemption  of  a  number  of 
$10,000  bonds,  full  payment  for  the 
$1,000  bearing  prefix  letter  M;  D 
bonds  of  $500;  A  bonds  of  $250  and 
series  L  of  $50  denominations. 
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Storm  in  a  Teacup 

featuring 

REX  HARRISON 

and 

VIVIEN  LEIGH 

• 

85  Minutes  of 

SMASH  ENTERTAINMENT 
• 

Available  Now  for 

U.    S.   and    CANADA 

* 

•    FOR  FRANCHISE 
•    FOR  BOOKINGS 
•    NEW    PAPER 

•    NEW    PRINTS 

DEVONSHIRE  FILM  CO.,  Inc. 

Telephone:    HUBbard    6450 
125    Devonshire   St.,    Boston,   Mass. 


Johnston  Hits  British  Tactics 

Other  Nations  With  Bars  Also  Targets 


(Continued 

ferences  in  Geneva,  Switzerland, 
scheduled  for  April,  Johnston  said. 
1'he  conference  will  be  attended  by 
representatives  of  18  nations. 

Johnston  aimed  his  remarks 
at  other  countries  which  also 
have  raised  barriers  to  Ameri- 
can trade  and  he  laid  low  charges 
of  U.  S.  imperialism  to  concerted 
efforts  to  choke  off  international 
trade  and  isolate  capitalism  in 
America. 

He  called  attention  to  the  role  of 
the  Republican  party  changing  from 
opposition  to  leadership.  He  hoped 
the  party  would  embrace  a  recipro- 
cal trade  program. 

"Is    Britain   prepared   to   join 


While  Eric  A.  Johnston  in  Roches- 
ter last  night  voiced  the  views  of 
the  more  liberal  Republicans,  the 
reciprocal  trade  agreements  law  was 
assailed  bitterly  in  Washington  yes- 
terday by  both  Sen.  Hugh  Butler  of 
Nebraska  and  Rep.  Thomas  Jenkins 
of  Ohio,  both  Republicans.  Butler 
termed  the  act  a  "gigantic  hoax  on 
the  American  people"  and  Jenkins 
said  that  he  seeks  to  have  a  full 
tariff  study  made  by  the  U.  S.  Tariff 
Commission  before  any  further 
agreements  are  signed. 


with  other  nations  in  lowering 
the  massive  dam  of  barriers, 
quotas  and  restrictions  that  im- 
pedes the  natural  flow  of  com- 
merce?" Johnston  asked. 

"This  is  not  an  academic  ques- 
tion. It  is  pertinent  and  real. 
Britain  today  has  some  pretty 
stiff  barriers  against  foreign 
products.  Because  of  my  asso- 
ciation with  the  motion  picture 
industry,  I  am  naturally  fa- 
miliar with  the  restrictions 
which  Britain  imposes  on  Ameri- 
can films.  We  in  America  have 
none  against  British  or  other 
foreign  films." 

"Are  we  going  to  continue  our 
reciprocal  trade  policy?  Are  we 
going  to  make  new  concessions  to 
countries  which  make  new  conces- 
sions to  us?  The  questions  which  I 
raise  are  the  questions  which  were 
put  to  me  when  I  was  recently  in 
England,"  Johnston  said. 

"Our  friends  over  there  have  long 
memories.     They  wondered  whether 
the  Republicans  would  plant  a  thick 
hedge   of   new,   high    tariffs    around 
America;  whether  the  history  of  a 
quarter-century  would  repeat  itself. 
I  can't  speak  for  the   leadership  of 
the  new  Congress.    As  a  Republican 
I  know  what  I  would  like  to  see.    As 
a  businessman  I  know  what  I  would 
like  to  do.    I'd  like  to  see  our  recip- 
rocal trade  program  continue. 
"Continuation  of  an  American 
reciprocal    trade    program    will 
determine  whether  we  shall  have 
world  economic  co-operation  or 
economic   chaos. 

"But  the  United  States  alone 


from  Page  1) 

cannot  assure  the  success  of  the 
Geneva  conference.  L  the  British 
are   worried   about   our   foreign 
economic  policy,  so  are  we  wor- 
ried   about    Britain's    economic 
policy.     And  that  goes  for  the 
rest  of  Europe,  too." 
Geneva    will    mai'k    the     turning 
point  which  will  determine  the  fu- 
ture course  of  world  trading  policy, 
Johnston  stated.    He  went  on  to  say 
that  reciprocal  trade  pacts  are  not  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  pana- 
cea.    They  would  represent  a  work- 
able formula  to  aid  in  solving  a  vex- 
ing problem. 

Johnston  stated  American  pros- 
perity depended  very  largely  on  a 
high  level  of  world  prosperity.  The 
reverse  would  also  be  true,  he  indi- 
cated. He  pointed  out  Britain  and 
other  commercial  nations  require  a 
prosperous  American  market  for 
their  products.  Nations  share  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  other. 

We  are  now  in  the  critical  stage 
of  postwar  readjustment,  Johnston 
revealed.  Here  we  are  determined 
upon  peace.  We  cannot  maintain  an 
oasis  of  prosperity  with  the  rest  of 
the  world  a  desert  of  despair.  That 
is  the  big  stake  in  the  Geneva  con- 
ference. It  is  not  partisan,  it  is  ail- 
American,  Johnston  added. 


Councilman  Connolly  Hits 
Fielding  "Outlaw"  Stand 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 
warks"    against    arbitrary    interfer- 
ence with  the  theater. 

Pointing  to  Fielding's  pre-censor- 
ship  of  "The  Outlaw,"  Connolly  as- 
serted: "The  Commissioner  says  that 
his  powers  of  censorship  are  not 
powers  of  censorship,  that  he  has  not 
acted  as  a  censor  when  he  has  acted 
as  a  censor,  and  that  the  people  of 
the  theater  should  'trust'  him  be- 
cause he  is  a  friend  of  the  the- 
ater. ...  It  is  not  enough  that  Mr. 
Fielding  is  a  'friend'  of  the  theater. 
Succeeding  commissioners  may  not 
be  as  friendly  as  he  claims  to  be.  .  .  . 
It  is  dangerous  for  one  man — no 
matter  how  friendly — to  have  unde- 
fined power  to  affect  and  damage 
that  industry." 

The  Councilman  referred  to  the 
Commissioner's  threat  to  exhibitors 
that  their  licenses  would  be  revoked 
should  "The  Outlaw"  be  shown.  Con- 
nolly also  pointed  out  that  since  the 
Board  of  Regents  approved  "The 
Outlaw,"  Fielding  exceeded  his  au- 
thority in  preventing  the  film  from 
being  shown  in  New  York  City. 


Leserman  to  Sail  for  Bogeaus 

West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Carl  Leserman,  exec, 
vice-president  of  Benedict  Bogeaus 
Productions,  sails  for  Europe  in  Feb- 
ruary to  set  up  offices  for  Bogeaus 
Prods,  in  both  London  and  Paris. 
These  offices  will  give  Bogeaus  for- 
eign contact,  both  in  distribution  and 
purchase    of   properties    and    talent. 


Goldwyn  Forms  Co.; 
Enters  Exhib.  Field 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
Fulton    has    been    rented.     Jacksoi 
ville  opening  will  be  on  Feb    ™^v  th; 
in  Pittsburgh  on  March  5. 

Comparable  theaters  will  u^'least 
in  practically  every  key  city  in  tl 
country,  it  is  understood. 

There  will  be  some  variation  in  tl 
box  office  prices,  but  in  general,  it 
expected  $1.50  and  $1.80  will  preva 

It  was  emphasized  by  a  spokesms 
yesterday  that  the  new  Goldwj 
move  inferred  no  split  with  RKO 
selling,  but  instead  meant  their  rel; 
tions  would  be  "closer  than  ever 
"Best  Years"  is  the  last  Goldwj 
picture  committed  to  RKO  under  tl 
present  deal. 

That  Goldwyn  would  move  fast 
get  houses  across  the  country  w- 
indicated  yesterday  by  the  quick  fi 
ing  of  authorization  notices  in  sta 
capitals  across  the  country.  Filinj 
in  Indiana,  Missouri  and  Arizoi 
were  reported  by  The  Film  Daii 
staff  correspondents  during  the  da 


(The  Goldwyn  move  gave  an  ai 
firmative  answer  to  a  question  rais<. 
in  a  story  on  the  future  of  roadsho\ 
which  appeared  in   yesterday's  Tl 
Film  Daily.    The  ATO  of  Indian 
in  a  membership  bulletin  received 
New    York    yesterday,    pointed    oi 
"An    exhibition    corporation   can 
formed  on  a  national  basis  and  ben 
assigned  the  rights  to  a  picture,  m: 
lease  houses  for  a  week  or  more  < 
a  rental  basis  of  30  per  cent  of  t 
gross  or  a  flat  per  day  rental.") 


Additional  Levy  in 
Maryland  Senate  Bill 


Annapolis,  Md.— An  additional  t; 
on  Maryland's  amusements  is  a  po 
sibility  in  Senate  Bill  No.  10,  nc 
being  discussed  before  the  Mar 
land  Senate  Judiciary  Committe 
The  bill  provides  for  the  distributi 
of  the  proceeds  from  taxes  on  amus 
ment  admissions  to  the  political  su 
division  in  which  the  amusement 
located,  after  10  per  cent  has  bei 
deducted  by  the  comptroller  to  d 
fray  the  cost  of  collection. 

The  recommendation  has  been  s 
forth  on  the  theory  that  Feder 
taxes  on  amusements,  which  we 
increased  during  the  war,  will  be  r 
duced.  The  new  plan  figures  th 
in  such  a  case,  the  Maryland  Sta 
admission  taxes  could  be  rais' 
without  disturbing  the  present  s« 
up  in  prices  for  tickets. 


STORK  REPORTS 


A  baby  girl  was  bom  at  t 
Rockaway  Beach  Hospital  to  M 
and  Mrs.  Louis  B.  Ross.  Ross  is  ; 
executive  assistant  for  Confidenti 
Reports.  Named  Eileen  Sue,  t 
little  girl  was  checked  in  at  8  pounc 
Vi   ounce. 
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heater  Telecasts 
een  by  Year's  End 
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evision    viewing    in     theaters    is 
an^Bfcally     satisfactory,     though 

t  v        lly  perfect,  from  an  engi- 
®;|er's  viewpoint,  he  said. 
^JSMPE   will   represent  the   motion 
j  cture  industry  before  the  FCC  Feb. 
rl  at  hearings  to  retain  and  estab- 

h  proper  frequency  allocations  for 

*  eater  television,  Ryder  said.  The 
^piety,  he  continued,  by  mutual  con- 

'Int,  has  been  elected  to  represent 
industry,  and  is  in  the  best  posi- 

fin    "to    impartially    represent    the 

Jpustry  before  a  Government  body." 
e  have  been  in  contact,  Ryder 
ded,  with  Eric  A.  Johnston,  Don- 
il  M.  Nelson,  and  Frank  Y.  Free- 
kn,  all  of  whom  have  agreed  that 
IPE  should  be  delegated  agent  in 
e  Government  conferences. 

1  SMPE's  activity  will  cover  all  pic- 

*  rial  rendition  of  action  and  a  pro- 
-am has  already  been  started  to 
-view   knowledge    in    the    art   with 

ference  to  applying  that  knowl- 
ge  to  television,  television  stage 
V*k,  film-making  for  television,  and 
Ibture  recording  for  television,  Ry- 
fr  said. 

jRyder  blamed  engineers'  reticence 
publicizing  new  electronic  devel- 
ments  for  the  failure  of  the  show 
siness   to   take  full   advantage   of 
e     latest     innovations     promptly, 
pder  cited   the   recent   Louis-Conn 
!'ht  television  films  as  being  "almost 
(,  equate"  for   theater  presentation. 
'St  of  the  television  work  we  will 
e    at   first   will    come    from    films, 
?der   said.    Special   events  will  be 
e  biggest  source  for  theater  tele- 
don    entertainment,    and    he    pre- 
:ted  that  instantaneous  broadcasts 
mid    be    supplanted    by    more    en- 
'  mpassing,    sharper,    edited,    films 
iiich    would    be    televised    after    a 
rahbrt   lapse."     The   newsreel    tech- 
ijque  will  prove  more  effective  than 
[k-aight     televising     of     the     event, 
j/der  said. 

jiAt  the  FCC  hearings  SMPE  plea 

|1I    be   that    the    science    be    given 

ie  chance  and  the  time  to  develop 

jeater  television  as  an   instrument 

|  entertainment,  and  that  the  FCC 

tain  frequency  bands  for  this  serv- 

i.     Television    Broadcasters    Asso- 

ation  will   also  appear  before  the 

C,  requesting  the  retention  of  fre- 

<ncy   bands   for   future    television 

'Hay  service. 


BARTERED 


|DURWOOD    THEATERS,     INC.,    6     East    11th 

Kansas    City,    Mo.,    have    been    incorporated 

R.   C.   Woodrow,    Ed.   D.  and    Stanley   H.   Dur- 

•od. 

<.     E.    K.    PRODUCTIONS,     INC.,    New    York 
-y,   with    100    shares    no   par  value   stock,    all 

[loscribed,    to    distribute    motion    pictures.    In- 
porated  at   Albany   by   Harry  A.    Kapit,   Nor- 

';  m  Eisenstein,  Irving  Kipnis. 
RICHIE  AMUSEMENT  CORP.,  Brooklyn,  with 
Jital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
(res  subscribed,  to  exhibit  motion  pictures. 
:orporated  at  Albany  by  Mary  Simons,  David 
nwartz,    Arthur   S.   Alfert. 


Television  Activity  Steps  Up 

Trammel  I  Sees  Six-Station  Net  This  Year 


Hearings  on  the  CBS  system  of 
color  television  that  began  yes- 
terday before  the  FCC  in  New 
York  climaxed  a  recent  burst  of 
activity  in  the  nation's  young  but 
rapidly  growing  entertainment  me- 
dium. 

Speaking  in  New  York  last  week, 
Niles  Trammell,  NBC  president,  pre- 
dicted that  the  year  would  see  the 
"real  beginning  of  television  in  this 
country.    By  the  end  of  the  year  we 


COLOR  SHOWDOWN 


The  long  embattled  issue  of 
whether  color  television,  as  pro- 
posed under  standards  offered  by 
CBS,  is  ready  and  practical  for  im- 
mediate commercial  use,  entered 
the  final  stages  yesterday  in  Fed- 
eral Courthouse  before  the  FCC 
and  over  300  industry  executives 
and  press  reps.  The  first  of  a 
scheduled  three-day  hearing  was  ■ 
devoted  for  the  most  part  to 
demonstrations  and  testimony 
thereto  by  CBS  in  which  technical 
phases  of  the  system  were  outlined 
by  the  network's  video  engineer, 
Dr.   Peter  C.  Goldmark. 

should  have  a  network  from  Boston 
to  Washington  comprised  of  six  sta- 
tions— which,  incidentally,  was  all 
we  had  at  the  beginning  of  sound 
broadcasting." 

40  Intermediate  Stations 

On  the  technical  front,  the  AT&T 
filed  application  with  the  FCC  for 
authority  to  install  terminal  stations 
in  New  York  and  Chicago  for  an 
experimental  radio-relay  system  be- 
tween the  two  cities  for  both  tele- 
phone, conversations  and  video  pro- 
grams. Preliminary  studies  indicate 
that  about  40  intermediate  stations 
will  be  required  along  the  rcute. 
Project  is  estimated  at  three  years 
for  completion. 

In  San  Francisco,  George  E. 
Sleeper,  Jr.,  former  engineer  for 
Farnsworth  and  CBS,  and  now  chief 
engineer  of  Color  Television,  Inc., 
has  obtained  patents  on  an  all-elec- 
tronic color  tele  system  that  uses 
a    single    picture    tube    and    a    very 


Re-Issues  Cutting  Into 
Film  Employment  Levels 
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the    February   issue    of   The    Screen 
Writer. 

Three-pronged  action  by  the  Writ- 
ers, Actors  and  Directors  Guilds  is 
proposed.  The  statement  points  out 
variance  of  the  film  industry  with 
other  outlets.  Comparison  is  drawn 
between  royalties  on  reprints  of 
books  and  publication  of  plays.  Films 
give  returns  only  to  the  producing 
company.  SWG  figures  88  writers 
will  be  jobless  as  a  result  of  re- 
issues. 


MPAA  Moves  Chi.  Office 

Chicago  —  Dr.  Irwin  Deer  of  the 
MPAA,  has  moved  his  offices  to  the 
National  Screen  headquarters  at  1307. 
S.  Wabash  Ave. 


simple  optical  system.  Eschewing 
the  rotating  discs  that  feature  the 
color  system  designed  by  CBS, 
Sleeper's  development  employs  a 
scanning  device  which  converts  fil- 
tered colors  into  a  single  picture  at 
the  transmitter. 

New  Tele  Courses 

In  the  realm  of  education,  the 
University  of  California  Extension 
in  Los  Angeles  has  announced  a  gen- 
eral survey  course  in  tele  as  part  of 
its  Spring  adult  program.  Don  C. 
MoNamara,  video  director  of  Tele- 
film, Inc.,  will  survey  tele  develop- 
ments, emphasizing  technical  stand- 
ards, production  techniques,  prob- 
lems of  programming,  laboratory 
work  in  writing  and  various  other 
angles. 

Considerably  more  ambitious  in 
scope  is  the  10-week  program  of  pro- 
fessional training  for  television  an- 
nounced by  the  Television  Workshop 
in  New  York.  Approved  by  both  the 
state  and  the  Veterans  Administra- 
tion, the  following  courses  are 
listed:  Advanced  Program  Produc- 
tion, Basic  Television,  Directing  for 
Television,  Films  for  Television,  Pro- 
gram Workshop,  Showmanship, 
Technical  Aspects  of  Production, 
Television  Advertising  Techniques 
and  Writing  for  Television. 


$41,182,757  Reported 
For  Nov.  Admissions 


(Continued  from  Page  1> 
October  total  of  |48,597,428,  it  was 
still  slightly  above  the  average 
month  for  the  current  fiscal  year — 
and  was  more  than  $11  million  above 
the  December,  1945,  collection. 

Collections  from  the  Third  New 
York  (Broadway)  collection  district 
were  down  somewhat  from  the  pre- 
vious month,  but  a  healthy  total  of 
$4,891,302  was  rung  up  for  theater 
admissions,  compared  with  only  $3,- 
986,922  a  year  earlier. 

Overall  "take"  for  the  first 
half  of  fiscal  1947  stands  now  at 
$244,518,984,  almost  $40  million 
better  than  the  corresponding 
figure  for  last  year.  The  total 
for  fiscal  1946  through  Decem- 
ber was  only  $204,858,498. 

That  the  admissions  "take" 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  will 
go  far  above  $400,000,000  seems 
certain  now,  with  every  indica- 
tion that  the  total  pix  box  office 
yield  for  the  year  will  be  well 
over  two  billion  dollars. 


$41,813  for  "Duel" 

"Duel  In  The  Sun"  earned  $41,- 
813.85  in  its  fourth  week  in  Los 
Angeles  at  the  Fairfax  and  Vogue 
Theaters,  SRO  disclosed  yesterday. 


THE  WORD 

IS 

AROUND 


THE  WICKEDEST 

WOMAN  WHO 

EVER  LOVED/ 


Watch  for  WORLD  PREMIERES,  JAN.  29th 
at  Pennsylvania's  State  Capital,  Senate 
Theatre,  Harrisburg,  and  Astor  Theatre, 
Reading, 


"U"  Shows  Record  Net  LittUs  Headline*: 

Profit  oi  $4,565,219 


Tuesday,  January  28,  19- 


i  Continued  from  Page  1 
common  stock  outstanding  at  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year.  This  com- 
pares with  $3,910,928  or  $4.86  a 
share  on  804,219  common  shares  in 
the  previous  fiscal  year. 

$5,885,000  New  Capital 
Common  share  earnings  for  the 
1946  fiscal  year  were  after  providing 
for  dividends  on  the  4%  per  cent 
cumulative  convertible  preferred 
stock  during  the  eight  months  it 
was  outstanding.  The  company  added 
$5,885,000  to  its  capital  funds 
through  the  public  sale  of  60,000 
shares   of  4%    per   cent   cumulative 

MORE  THAN  MOST— 


Although  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  often  thought  of  us  high- 
ly speculative,  actually  it  has 
many  factors  making  for  basic 
stability  as  any  other  leading  in- 
dustry, and  more  than  most. — 
From  UniversaFs  annual  report. 


preferred  stock,  $100  par  value,  in 
March,  1946. 

The  income  from  operations  of 
$53,934,865  compared  with  $51,049,- 
428  in  the  preceding  year.  Opera- 
tions in  the  U.  S.  accounted  for  a 
record  $30,809,450  against  $28,707,- 
500,  and  exhibition  of  pictures  fh 
foreign  countries  brought  in  an  all- 
time  high  of  $23,125,415  against 
$22,341,928.  The  1946  foreign  rev- 
enues, the  report  said,  equalled  43 
per  cent  of  the  company's  total  in- 
come. 

UniversaFs  tax  bill  for  the  1946 
fiscal   vear  totaled   $3,629,486,   com- 


WORLD  SCREEN  ADVERTISING,  INC.,  50  Broadway,  has  formed  an  associate  of 
ad-film  companies  on  a  global  basis.  Narrow-gauge  division  for  distribution  in  Latin 
America  will  be  handled  by  Victor  Animatograph,  manufacturers  of  16  mm.  sound  pro- 
jectors Alexander  Film  Co.,  pr:ducer  and  distributor  of  ad-shorts,  has  world  repre- 
sentation, excepting  North  America.  General  Screen  Advertising,  distribs  of  theater 
screens  ads,  will   represent  World  Screen   in   the  U.  S. 

• 

AT  THE  RECOMMENDATION  of  Pennsylvania's  new  governor,  James  H.  Duff,  a 
10-man  committee  composed  of  members  of  both  branches  of  the  State  legislature, 
was  named  yesterday  to  study  the  tax  situation  in  the  state.  Recommendations  for  new 
and  increased  taxes  are  usually  delivered  in  the  governor's  budget  message  around  Feb. 
15,  but  the  current  investigation  will   probably   delay  such   recommendations   until   early 

March. 

• 
SIR    ALEXANDER    KORDA    has    appointed    Dr.    Hubert    Clifford    musical    director    of 
Lcndon   film   productions.   Dr.    Clifford,   prrfessor   of  composition   at  the    Royal    Academy 
or  Music  in  London,  is  expected  in   New  York  this  week   en   route  to   Hollywood   where, 
for  a    month,    he    will    investigate   current    musical   practices. 

CURRENT  AND  IMPENDING  releases  were  the  key  points  of  discussion  at  RKO's 
mid-Winter  meeting  of  district  sales  managers  which  began  yesterday  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria.  Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  vice-prexy  and  general  sales  manage-,  is  presid.ng  at  the 
conferences  which   conclude   torn  rrow.  


Buffalo  Rivoli  To  File 
Trust  Suit  Against  Majors 

'Continued  from  Page  l1 
against  Loews.  Paramount,  RKO 
Pictures,  20th-Fox,  Warner  Pictures, 
Inc.,  Warner  Pictures  Distributing 
Corp.,  Columbia,  United  Artists 
Corp.,  Universal  Corp..  Buffalo  The- 
aters, Inc.  and  Broadrose  Corp. 

Four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
damages  is  claimed  for  failure  to  se- 
cure product  in  six  years  previous 
to  filing  suit,  which  will  be  tripled 
under  the  law. 


prised  of  $3,250,000  for  Federal  in-  tion   of   "show   cases,     the   building 

come    and   excess   profits   taxes   and  pre  gram  for  new  Universal  exchang- 

$379  486   for  foreign    income    taxes,  es  in  31  keys,  and  the  establishment 

The  report  explained  that  while  Fed-  of  United  World  Films   and   subse- 

eral  excess  profits  taxes  were  elim-  quent     acquisition     of    the     Bell     & 

inated    as    of   January   1,    1946,   the  Howell  film  library  and  distribution 

fact  that  the  company's  fiscal  year  setup    and   of   Castle   Films,   all    al- 

started  Nov.  3,  1945,  resulted  in  one-  ready  familiar  to  the  t: 


sixth  of  earnings  for  the  year  being 
subject  to  excess  profits  taxes. 
$29,278,995  Working  Capital 

Net  working  capital  stood  at  $29,- 
278,995  compared  with  $23,030,555  a 
vear  earlier.  Current  and  working 
assets  were  $36,313,130  and  current 
liabilities  were  $7,034,135.  The  ratio 
of  current  and  working  assets  to 
current  liabilities  was  $5.16  to  SI. 

Inventories  increased  $2,553,002 
during  the  year  to  a  total  of  $21,- 
665,043. 

Cowdin  and  Blumberg  told  stock- 
holders that  while  Universal  has  ef- 
fected a  basic  change  in  production 
policy,  eliminating  so-called  "B" 
pictures,  westerns  and  serials,  the 
company  has  no  plans  to  enter  the 
field  of  costly  "extravaganzas." 
Savs  British  Pix  Click 


The  report,  however,  made 
two  points  clear:  One,  that  Uni- 
versal has  no  financial  interest 
in  the  production  of  British  pix, 
and  secondly  that  the  theater 
acquisition  program  of  the  com- 
pany will  extend  to  foreign 
cities. 

Disclosed,  too.  is  the  fact  that 
the    Rank    theater    empire    now 
approximates  1,300  theaters. 
Cowdin    and   Blumberg   point    out 
that    "U"    revenues    from    overseas 
attained   a  new  peak  in   1946,  that 
moviegoers     abroad     are     becoming 
more  selective  in  choice  of  pictures 
and  that  "future  expansion  of  for- 
eign markets  for  American  pix  de- 
pends to  a  considerable  extent  upon 
the  construction  of  new  theaters." 

The  report  notes  the  extension  of 
"U's"  distribution  deal  with  Rank's 


Higher  Marketing 
Costs  Seen  by  "U" 

UniversaFs  decision  to  make  on 
top  pictures  stemmed  in  part  fr<- 
the  Statutory  Court's  decisf  '"n  t 
Government  anti- trust  case  i^quiri 
changes  in  the  industry's  method 
selling  pictures,  according  to 
stockholders   report. 

"The  changes  in  selling  method^ 
the  report  stated,  "are  likely  to  ha| 
the  effect  of  increasing  the  cost 
marketing  pictures.   Under  the  cou] 
ruling,  it  has  become  impossible  f  j 
a  company  to  sell  in  advance  onf 
firm    contract   basis    its    year's   pi 
gram  of  pictures.    Instead,  the  sz\ 
of    each    picture    individually    on 
competitive    bidding     basis     is    e^ 
couraged. 

"As  a  result,  the  cost  of  market!. ' 
product  of  lesser  quality  becom 
relatively  more  expensive  than  th 
of  top  quality  pictures  and  the  pre 
ratio  possible  is  sharply  reduced, 
has  also  become  increasingly  moi 
difficult  to  secure  increased  amour 
for  secondary  pictures  in  sufficiei 
degree  to  offset  their  increased  coh 
of  production  and  distribution. 

"Moreover,  the  trend  of  the  mi 
ket  for  pictures  in  the  past  few  yea! 
has    been    increasingly    in   favor 
more  important  pictures." 


Wood  Urges  Ohio  Exhibs. 
Oppose  State  Tax  Repeal 

Columbus,  O. — Indie  Ohio  exhib- 
itors were  urged  by  Pete  J.  Wood, 
secretary  of  the  ITO,  to  actively  op- 
pose a  bill  now  in  legislative  ma- 
chinery which  would  repeal  current 
three  per  cent  state  admission  tax 
and  authorize  cities  and  towns  to 
impose  local  measures  scaling  as 
high  as  10  per  cent. 

ITO  members  were  also  pressed 
to  write  their  U.  S.  Senators  pro- 
testing continuance  of  wartime  ad- 
mission taxes. 


The  report  briefs  stockholders   on  GFD  for  10  years,  the  expansion  of 

higher  Hollywood  costs,  the  acquisi-  Canadian    Odeon  which   will    offer   a 

tion   of   International   Pictures,   with  lareer  market  to  "U,"  the  closine  of 

Leo  Spitz  and  William  Goetz  taking  a  Finnish  franchise  deal,  expanding 

over  the  "U-I"  studio  helm,  the  closer  Scandinavian     and     Latin-American 

relations  entered  into  with  J.  Arthur  business,   the   10   year  GUT   deal  in 

Rank  "with  advantages  to  both   or-  Australia     and     new     Chinese     and 

ganizations  that  promise  to  grow  in  Bangkok  offices  opened.     New  trade 

importance."    the    "very    favorable"  treaties  are  expected  to  ease  present 

reception  of  British  pix  on  this  side  restrictions      on     remittances     from 

during    the    past    year,   the    acquisi-  overseas. 


"U"  TRIPLES  INCOME  IN  10  YEARS 


UniversaFs  "comeback"  since  its  purchase  by  the  present  owners  in  Apri 
shown  by  the  following  figures  cited  in  its  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  e 
2,  last. 


Income    from    operotions 

Net    profits       

Per    share    earnings  

Net    working    capital        

Inventories        

Ration  of  current  and  working  assets   to  current  liabilities 

Dividends  paid  on  common  stock  

Production    program      

No.    of    domestic    accounts  


1936 
S17.415.636 
SI, 985, 860* 
S4.72* 
S6, 072,570 
S6,593,773 
S2.88  to  SI 

none 
S6,019,000 
7,500 


1936,    is 
nded   Nov. 

1946 

S53,934,865 

S4.565.219 

S5.32 

S29.278.993 

S21, 665,043 

S5.16  to  SI 

SI, 643, 169 

S25.330.000 

12,000 


Clearance  is  Ruled  Out 
On  Basis  of  Giveaways 


Deficit. 


The  Milwaukee  arbitration 
bunal  has  eliminated  the  clearar 
of  the  Milwaukee  and  Hollywc 
theaters  in  favor  of  the  Burlei; 
because  of  the  cut  admission  pr< 
tices  and  give-away  policies  of  t1 
former  houses. 

Arbitrator  maintained  14  d( 
clearance  could  be  re-establish 
"upon  discontinuance  of  the  practk 
referred  to  as  objectionable."  Awr 
also  allowed  a  one-day  clearance  i 
the  Burleigh  over  the  Mars  theat 

In  Boston,  the  tribunal  reduc 
the  clearance  enjoyed  by  the  N 
wood  and  Guild  theaters  of  Xorwo 
Mass.,  over  the  Elite  theater  at  W 
pole  from  30  to  21  days,  citing  lat 
period  as  "a  reasonable  clearanc  | 


UIEDDIRG  BELL; 


Pleet-Gordon 
Baltimore,  Md.  —  Julian  Gord 
son  of  Mrs.  B.  Gordon  of  the  Pah 
Theater,  Newport  News,  Va.,  v 
married  in  Baltimore  to  Gertri 
Pleet.  Couple  will  spend  their  hon 
moon  in  New  York  City.  Gordc 
also  operate  the  Stuart  and  Wy 
theaters  in  Newport  News. 


Valdes-Grubbs 

Detroit— Billy  Grubbs,  AGVA 
tional   rep.  here  for  the  past  th 
years,      married      Josefina      Vale 
dancer. 


M.    P.  Production  Diet. 

28  W.  44th  St.  21st  floor 

New  York   IT.  Y. 


ntimate  in  Character 
nternational  in  Scope 
ndependent  in  Thought 
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IUBRIKR5  TflLCnT  FOR  SIX  BRITISH  FILdlS 

Advisory  Board  to  Re-draft  Codes  is  Proposed 


'ress  Freedom  Commission 
Report  on  Films  Critical 
Df  Existing  Regulations 


Establishment   of   a   national    ad- 
•isory  board,  under  public  sponsor- 
:  hip,  to  review  and  propose  changes 
j  rom  time  to  time  in  the  industry's 
n-oduction   and   advisory   codes   has 
I  jeen  recommended  by  the  Commis- 
sion on  Freedom  of  the  Press,  headed 
i  :>y  Chancellor  Robert  N.  Hutchins  of 
^:he  University  of  Chicago. 

This  is  disclosed  with  the  publico 
:ion  of  "Freedom  of  the  Movies,"  by 
Dr.  Ruth  A.  Inglis,  representing  a 
report  on  self-regulation  by  the 
Commission.  Tome  of  241  pages 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Philly  Allied  Plans 
No  Buying  Co-op  How 


Philadelphia— Allied  ITO  of  East- 
tern  Pennsylvania  has  no  plans  at 
ithe  present  time  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  buying  and  booking  co-op, 
it  was  said  at  the  unit's  annual  busi- 
ness meeting  held  yesterday  at  the 
;Hotel  Warwick  with  Jack  Green- 
iburg  presiding.  Attendance  hit  120, 
representing  300  theaters.  Principal 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


.Metro  Sales  Conference 
Calling  Rodgers  to  Chi. 

\       .  

■,  Chicago — Metro  will  hold  a  two 
days'  sales  conference  here,  starting 

'Monday,  with   "William   F.   Rodgers. 

I  distribution  chief,  due  in  from  New 
York  for  the  sessions. 


B&H  Plans  Video  Set 
Through  RCA  License 

Chicago  —  Introduction  of  a  new 
line  of  television  receivers  is  now  in 
planning  stages  at  Bell  &  Howell's 
Lincolnwood  plant,  and  the  motion 
pictures  camera  and  projector  man- 
ufacturers have  already  obtained 
from  RCA  the  necessary  license  to 
manufacture  the  video  sets.  Com- 
pany has  also  blueprinted  plans  for 
a  new  line  of  still  cameras. 


Six  Simultaneous  Global  Premieres  Feb.  20 

To  Launch  Metro's  "Beginning  or  the  End" 

International  world  premieres  on  Feb.  20  with  simultaneous  openings  in 
Washington,  London,  New  York,  Ottawa,  Canada,  and  Sydney,  will  unveil 
"The  Beginning  Or  The  End,"  M-G-M's  dramatization  of  the  story  of  the  atom 
bomb. 

The  film  will  have  a  special  preview  for  Government  officials,  scientists, 
Army  and  Navy  heads,  and  legislative  groups,  at  the  Palace  in  Washington  on 
the  evening  of  Feb.  19. 

Immediate  release  throughout  the  world  will  follow  the  premiere  openings, 
simultaneous  engagements  in  150  cities  in  the  U.  S.  being  booked  for  the  open- 
ing week. 


Carolina's  TO  Scores 
Aisle  Collections 


Charlotte,  N.  C. — Condemning  aisle 
collections  for  charity  organizations 
in  movie  theaters,  in  one  resolution, 
and  resolving,  in  a  second  resolution, 
that  distributors  be  informed  of  the 
association's  conviction  of  the  un- 
fairness of  the  demand  for  first-run 
terms  for  re-issues,  the  TO  of  North 
and  South  Carolina  ended  the  clos- 
ing session  of  the  35th  annual  con- 
vention yesterday. 

Ben  L.  Strozier,  Rock  Hill,  S. 
(Continued  on   Page  10) 


"U's"  Baronat  Chairman 
Of  MPAA  Int'l  Publicists 


Fortunat  Baronat,  Universal-Inter- 
national foreign  relations  director, 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  Inter- 
national Film  Relations  Committee 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Association  at 
a  meeting  held  yesterday.  Baronat 
(Continued  en  Page  7) 


State  Dept.  Denies 
Benton  'Hits'  H'wood 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  State  Department 
yesterday  denied  that  Assistant  Sec- 
retary of  State  William  Benton  ''at- 
tacked" Hollywood  in  his  now- 
famous  Chicago  speech. 

Department  spokesmen  said  Ben- 
ton was  reporting  on  the  UNESCO 
conference  in  Paris  and  his  remarks 
in  no  manner  should  be  construed 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Eagle-Lion  Will  Have 
Two  Releases  in  March 


A.  W.  Schwalberg,  E-L's  veepee 
and  general  sales  manager,  yester- 
day announced  national  release  dates 
for  four  of  the  company's  20  pix  on 
the  production  and  distribution 
schedule,  with  two  set  for  March. 

'It's  a  Joke,  Son!",  currently  play- 
ing in  Texas,  carries  a  national  re- 
lease date  of  Jan.  25.  "Bedelia," 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


.#/ 


No  More  French  "Surprises 

Will  Notify  U.  S.  of  Any  Restrictive  Moves 


"U"  Files  For  Excess 
Profits  Tax  Relief 


Application  for  relief  from  exces- 
sive taxes  has  been  filed  by  Universal 
Pictures  Co.,  and  subsidiaries  for : 
fiscal  years  ending  1941,  42,  43,  44, 
45.  Under  section  710  (a)  of  the 
Internal  Revenue  Code,  taxpayer 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  A  far-reaching 
agreement  designed  to  cut  down  dis- 
putes over  American  motion  pictures 
has  been  reached  with  France  and 
may  set  a  precedent  for  use  in  other 
foreign  countries,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday. 

Under  the  plan,  the  French  Film 
Commission,   which   administers    all 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ABP  Will  Get  Hollywood 
Stars,  Directors,  Pro- 
ducers; Profits  in  $$$$$ 

London  (By  Cable) — Jack  L. 
Warner,  replying  to  recent  de- 
mands   by    segments    of    the 
British  trade  for 
the    "de-Ameri- 
canization"  of 
Associated  Brit- 
ish Picture  Corp., 
in  which  Warners 
holds   a  37%   per 
cent  interest,  de- 
clared   here    yes- 
terday that: — 
1.  "Refer- 
ences to  ABC 
being    an 
Ameri  can- 
domin  a  t  ed 
company    are 
ridiculous," 
and     the     de-Americaniza- 
tion statements  are  "shortsight- 
ed." 

2.  "In  order  to  operate  a  chain 
of  theaters  of  the  magnitude  of 
ABC,  it  must  have  a  guaranteed 
(Continued  on   Page   10) 


JACK  L.  WARNER 


reach  Would  Levy 


French  film  workers  are  lobbying 
for  a  tax  on  French  pix  made  in 
Rome,  Joseph  Bur'styn  told  The  Film 
Daily  yesterday  upon  his  return 
from  a  six-week  tour  of  France  and 
Italy.  Favorable  exchange  plus  bet- 
ter flow  of  electricity  are  the  prin- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Extended  Excise  Tax 
Bill  Comes  lip  Todag 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives is  scheduled  to  vote  an 
indefinite  extension  of  the  wartime 
rates  on  admissions  and  other  excise 
taxes  today.  A  closed  rule  permit- 
ting of  no  amendment  has  been 
granted,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  bill  will  be  passed.  Senate 
passage  is  also  expected. 
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Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY — Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
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(Tues.,  Jan.   28 


NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 

Am.    Seat 20y8     20%     20%  —     Vg 

Bell  &  Howell 23  22'/2     22%  —     % 

Columbia    Picts 20%     20'/4     20%      

Columbia  Picts.  pfd.     80  80  80  

East.    Kodak    227%   227%   227%   +  2% 

do  pfd 194       194       194       —     % 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 22%     22%     22V4  —     % 

Loew's,    Inc 25%     24%     25       +      Va 

Paramount     28%     27%     28       —     % 

RKO      14%      14%     14%+      % 

Republic    Pict 7  6%       6%      

Republic    Pict    pfd...    14l/4     14%     14%  —     % 
20th  Century-Fox    ...    35  34%     343/8  —     % 

Universal    Pict 26%     25%     26%   +   1 

Universal  Pict.  pfd.    .    84%     84%     84%   +      % 

Warner    Bros 16%      16%      16%    +      % 

NEW   YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      5%       5  5%      

RKO      4%       43/8       4%    +      %' 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3  

Technicolor  16%      16  16%    +      % 

Trans-Lux        4  3%       3%  —     % 
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Eagle-Lion  Will  Have 
Two  Releases  in  March 


LOUIS  LIFTON,  ad-pub.  director  of  Allied 
Artists  and  Monogram,  left  for  Hollywood  last 
night  after  New  York  confabs  with  company 
execs,  on  exploitation  plans  of  Roy  Del  Ruth's 
"It    Happened   on    Fifth   Avenue." 

LOU  FORMATO,  M-G-M's  Philadelphia  sales 
manager,  was  in  town  yesterday  for  home  of- 
fice  conferences. 

JACK  L.  WARNER  leaves  London  today  for 
New    York. 

WALTER  PIDGEON  is  here  from  the  Coast. 
He's   at    the   Waldorf-Astoria. 

ARGYLE  NELSON,  Vanguard  studio  manager, 
and  JOE  AUGUST,  cameraman,  are  en  route  to 
the   Coast. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  Warners,  returned  yes- 
terday   from    the    Midwest. 

C  of  C  Recommends 
Jurisdictional  Strike  Laws 

Washington — Strong  stand  against 
jurisdictional  strikes,  such  as  the 
current  Hollywood  dispute,  was 
recommended  yesterday  by  the  U.  S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Outlining  its  position  on  labor 
legislation,  the  Chamber  recom- 
mended: 

"Pending  the  determination  of  jur- 
isdictional disputes,  there  should  be 
no  strikes,  boycotts,  lockouts  or 
other  interferences  with  normal  op- 
erations. Once  the  jurisdictional 
question  is  settled  by  the  appropri- 
ate Federal  or  state  agency,  the  de- 
cision in  the  matter,  subject  to  court 
review,  should  be  punishable  by  with- 
drawal of  union  protection  under  the 
law  and  by  making  violators  subject 
to  court  injunctions." 

FCC  Ends  N.  Y.  Hearings 
On  Color  Television 


HARRY  M.  KALM1NE,  general  manager  of 
Warner  Theaters,  left  last  night  for  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  and  Oklahoma  City.  He  returns  to 
New   York   at   the   end    of   the    week. 

TED  MORRIS,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity 
staff,  is  in  Chicago  in  advance  of  the  Mid- 
western   premiere    of    "The    Yearling." 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprints  and  importations,  is  in  Chicago  on  the 
first  lap  of  a  trip  that  will  take  him  to  De- 
troit and   Albany   before   returning. 

JOSE  VICTORIA,  assistant  manager  of  Mono- 
gram Pictures  of  Panama,  has  just  returned  to 
his  Panama  h.q.  after  a  swing  through  Central 
America. 

JERRY  WALD,  Warners'  producer,  who  leaves 
New  York  today  on  his  return  to  the  Coast 
after   a    month    in    the    East,   will    stop   over    in 

Chicago   for   interviews. 

ROY  HAINES,  WB  Western  division  sales 
manager,  returns  today  from  a  three-week  trip 
to    the    Coast. 

OSCAR     A.     MORGAN,     short     subjects     and 

Paramount  News  sales  chief,  entrained  yes- 
terday for  a  one-week  visit  to  Atlanta,  Georga 
and    nearby    territories. 

FRANK  J.  DURKEE,  circuit  operator  in  Bal- 
timore,   is    spending    several    weeks    in    Florida. 

JOE  YOUNG,  Universal  Films  representative 
in  Baltimore,  leaves  this  week  for  a  Florida 
vacation. 

FRANK  J.  DOWNEY,  M-G-M  manager,  at 
Detroit,  is  returning  from  Los  Angeles,  with 
MRS.  DOWNEY,  whose  serious  illness  recently 
called    him    to    Los   Angeles. 

HAROLD  C.  ROBINSON,  former  head  of  Film 
Truck  Service,  Detroit,  is  selling  his  home 
there   and   moving   to  Arizona   for   his   health. 

THE  REV.  WILLIAM  P.  ARNDT,  of  Concordia 
Seminary,  heads  an  expedition  sailing  for  the 
Holy  Land,  Feb.  5,  to  shoot  scenes  of  Biblical 
interest.   Trip   will    take   about   three    months. 

CHILI  WILLIAMS,  the  polka-dot  gal,  and 
PHYLLIS  PLANCHARD,  are  in  Texas  for  exploi- 
tation  campaign   on   E-L's,  "It's  A  Joke,    Son." 


The  Federal  Communications  Com- 
mission yesterday  concluded  the  New 
York  phase  of  its  hearings  on  the 
color  television  system  proposed  by 
CBS  after  a  five-hour  session  during 
which  the  network  and  Du  Mont 
demonstrated  their  respective  sys- 
tems for  comparison.  Both  live-ac- 
tion and  films  were  used  in  the  tests. 


Defer  Hughes  Suit  Hearing 

Hearing  on  Howard  Hughes'  suit 
vs.  License  Commissioner  Benjamin 
Fielding  and  Police  Commissioner 
Arthur  W.  Wallander  on  "The  Out- 
law" case,  skedded  for  today,  has 
been  adjourned.  No  new  date  has 
been  set. 


CINEMATOGRAPHER 

Nationally  known  industrial  concern 
located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  re- 
quires man  experienced  in  industrial 
documentary  film  work.  Must  have 
thorough  knowledge  of  film  cutting, 
script  planning,  and  silent  16  mm. 
color  equipment.  No  dark  room  work. 
Some  travel.  Give  complete  experience, 
information  and   salary   required. 

POST    OFFICE    BOX    No.    360 
LOUISVILLE  KENTUCKY 


IF  YOU    BUY 

STADIUM.    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR 

HaHEGEESB 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc.    Ill 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.       NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 
Principal  Cities 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Isadore  Goldsmith's  British  produc- 
tion, released  by  E-L,  makes  its 
double  debut  today  in  Harrisburg 
and  Reading.  National  release  ii 
skedded  for  Saturday;  Broadwaj 
preeming  at  the  Victoria  is  set  foi 
Feb.  7. 

"The  Adventures"  is  slaieth  foi 
national  day-and-date  runs  f"  St. 
Patrick's  Day.  "Lost  Honeymoon," 
follows  12  days  later,  on  March  29. 

So  far,  "Joke,"  E-L's  first  produc- 
tion, has  had  more  than  350  book- 
ings throughout  the  South.  Pic  will 
be  given  preem  fanfare  at  three 
more  theaters:  Today,  at  the  Or- 
pheum  in  Tulsa;  tomorrow,  at  the 
Warner  in  Oklahoma  City;  and  at 
the  Warner  in  Memphis  on  Friday. 

Rites  Held  for  Hilder, 
Former  Goldwyn  Exec. 

Funeral  services  were  held  foi 
Moritz  Hilder,  81.  In  1917,  Hilder 
helped  organize  Goldwyn  Pictures 
Corp.,  remaining  with  the  company  i 
until  he  retired  from  business  in 
1924.  At  one  time,  Hilder  was  the  | 
company's  exec,  vice-prexy.  He  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  a  son  M. 
Hubert  Hilder,  a  daughter  Mrs.  Ar- 
thur K.  Harris  and  a  brother  Julius 
Hilder. 


NOW        AVAILABLE! 

CASHIERS  —  MANAGERS 
ASSISTANTS  —  USHERS 
PORTERS      —      DOORMEN 

Any  Kind  of  Exchange  and  Theatre  Personnel — 
Call    Edith    Josephson 

MARKUS-BIRMAN    SERVICE,    Inc. 
251    W.   42nd    St.  Wl   7-9389  N.   Y.   C. 


JEFFERSON 


KENTUCKY  AVE.  NEAR  BEACH 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J. 

Special  Rates 
Winter-Spring:  Season 

American  and  European 

Plans 

Plantation  Cocktail  Lounfs 

Dally  Concerts — Son  Decks 

JOHN  H.  RTTEB,  Oca.  Mtt. 

XBfTUCKT    ATEj    WEAK    BBACM 
ATLANTIC    CITY.    M.   J. 

M       Daily     Per     Person       M 

■>        (Twe    ta    Koomt  ft 

European  Plan — Open  AU  Tear 

New  Coach  and  Four 

Grill 
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LEE  J.          ELLEN           NINA 

COBB  -  DREW  -  FOCH 

S.  THOMAS  GOMEZ  •  JOHN  KELLOGG 

Screenplay  by  Robert  Rossen 

Directed  by  ROBERT  ROSSEN 

Produced  by                   Associate  Producer 

EDWARD  G.  NEALIS  •  MILTON  HOLMES 

"Bound  to  bring 

smiles  to  exhibitors 

as  they  hear  the 

i 

coins  bouncing  in 


their  tills.' 


-M.  P.  Daily      ■ 


And  SOtfMY  QteOCX  is  only  one  of 
the  top  attractions  Columbia  now 

has  available! 


^"IPHRGy 


fUFLYN  KEVtS 


GREEK 


Produced  by 


*  c%irfu'j 


°**<l  Reckon ha 

CA*N0VSKy  .  ft!*       mm         *.  * 


irreff 

UCe"b>  S'ONEY  B,DDELL 


^^SS^ 


ay  by  ff„. 


^^sg1* 


^//5 


%tSv' 


^fe 


Ht^ 


MrDISTRICT 
ATTO1M 


E39P 
flair 


starring 


DEI  IS  NHK  •  WUHE 


...and  more 
ontheway! 
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GEORGt 


DONNELL  •  BERK! 

Screenplay  by  l.n  McUltan  Hunter  Lord 

ROBERT  B.SINCUUR-P^b>SftMU' 
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Duel"  Two  Ways 
or  Latin-America 


MANNY  REINER 


West   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Two  versions  of  "Duel 

|p   the    Sun,"    one    dubbed    and    one 

|With    super-imposed    Spanish   titles, 
ill    be    m  ad  e 
iv£=ble  to  ex- 

I ■'  hib^X,.  (   through- 
lout   the   Latin- 

ljAmerican  terri- 
tory, according  to 

jManny   Reiner, 

ISRO  Latin- Amer- 

1  ican  general  sales 

Unanager,  who  ar- 
rived here  yester- 

|day.     On    Feb.    5 

J  Reiner  will  go  to 

[Mexico  City  to 
set  up  a  sales  or- 

Jganization    and 

I  arrange  for  Mex- 
ican   distribution 

|  of  Selznick  pic- 

j  tures. 

"Duel"  will  have  its  Mexico  City 
premiere  in  May,  according  to  pres- 
ent plans.  It  will  probably  open  in 
Buenos  Aires  in  June  and  other 
South  American  cities  afterwards. 
Reiner  will  go  to  Buenos  Aires  im- 
mediately on  completion  of  his  or- 
ganizational work  in  the  Mexican 
capital,  and  will  cover  several  other 
Latin-American  countries  before  re- 
turning to  New  York.  On  this  trip 
he  will  co-ordinate  and  tie  together 
provisional  publicity  and  distribu- 
tional plans  for  Selznick  films  that 
were  worked  out  on  a  six-months' 
tour  of  Mexico,  the  West  Indies,  Cen- 
tral and  South  America  last  Summer 
and  Fall. 

Advance  promotional  plans  for 
"Duel"  South  of  the  border  call  for 
a  spearhead  publicity  campaign  un- 
der direction  of  Alfred  Katz,  special- 
ist in  the  field  of  Latin-American 
public  relations. 


'Duel"  Will  Play  at 
$1.50  on  Grind  Policy 

"Duel  in  the  Sun"  will  be  played 
at  advanced  prices  of  $1.50  in  Texas 
and  California  on  a  grind  policy. 
Texas'  opening  date  will  be  Feb.  24 
in  Amarillo.  Shortly  thereafter 
spaced  one  day  apart,  Dallas,  Fort 
Worth,  Houston,  Austin  and  San 
Antonio  will  follow.  Day  and  date 
runs  will  be  arranged  for  24  addi- 
tional Texas  towns. 

FWC  plans  to  day  and  date  "Duel" 
at  $1.50  top,  starting  about  March  1, 
in  70  California  spots. 


SERD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Jan.  29 
Ralph    C.    LiBeau         Victor    Mature 


Harry  Kosiner 

Ted  Green 

Allan  B.  DuMont 


John    Forsythe 

Harry  Clay 

James  A.  Clark 


Johnnie  Cassidy 


ALONG 


VI  ill  week  Musings 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Universal's  Al  Dcrff,  alter  a  mighty  tough  light 
with  malaria,  contracted  when  stranded  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  and  black- 
water  fever,  is  back  on  his  leet Come  April,  Al  will  bo  oil  to  Eng- 
land. ...  •  Best  wishes  to  Raymond  S.  Wallace,  operator  ol  all  lour 
Alliance,    O.    theaters,   on  hitting   the   40-year   mark   in   show   biz.    .   .   . 

•  Those  recent  London  talks  between  Sam  Goldwyn  and  J.  Arthur  Rank 
paved  the  way  for  yesterday's   disclosure  that  "The.  Best  Yecrrs  Of  Our 

Lives"  will  open  in  London's  Leicester  Square  Theater  on  March  2 

The  British  premiere  will  be  for  charity,  with  Mrs.  Clement  Atlee,  wile  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  as  presiding  patroness.  ...  •  Gregory  Peck's  per- 
formance as  an  ideal  daddy  in  "The  Yearling"  has  earned  him  a  special 
citation  from  the  National  Father's  Day  Committee.  ...  •  Didja  know  thai 
I.  Arthur  Rank  shortly  will  open  a  new  Odeon  Theater  in  Cairo?   .  .  . 

•  Non-holiday  attendance  records  for  the  past  10  years  at  Brandt's  42nd 
St.  Apollo  have  been  broken  by  the  current  French  pic  "Lucretia  Borgia" . .  . 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODD  'N'  ENDS:  There  is  the  makings  oi  a  chuckle,  at  least, 
in  the  fact  that  the  latest  issue  of  British  Picture  News,  published  by  the 
J.    Arthur    Rank    Organization    for    export    circulation,    curiously    includes 

a  quarter-page  ad  for  "Aspro  Tablets" It's  an  easy  guess  that  Aspro 

stems  from  aspirin The  ad,  incidentally,  is  one  of  two  in  the  very 

well  done  24-page  house  organ,  the  other  being  for  a  British  trade  monthly. 

•  There  is  a  chuckle,  too,  in  Billy  Rose's  syndicated  column  on  Sam  Gold- 
wyn, which  starts  off  and  concludes  with  the  observation  that  Sam  re- 
quires a  good  press  agent The  column  itself  is  proof  positive  that  Sam 

has  one  of  the  best  flacks  in  film  biz  In  Lynn  Farnol.  ...  •  If  you  read 
that  published  report  that  UA  has  not  renewed  Arnold  Pressburger's  con- 
tract,   here's   the   lowdown Pressburger    has    a   definite   commitment 

to  deliver  UA  another  picture  in  which  Hedy  Lamarr  may  appear,  and  likely 
will  make  a  second  one  for  UA.  ...  •  If  more  companies  follow  Uni- 
versal's example  in  placing  newspaper  display  ads  based  on  their  annual 

reports,  industry  prestige   would  be  the  better  for  it The  Universal 

copy  not  only  sells  the  company  to  the  public,  but  the  industry  as  a  whole, 
as  well 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  UA  is  hosting  an  industry  press  lunch  for 
Robert  Taplinger,  Enterprise  vice-prexy  in  charge  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, at  "21"  on  Friday.  ...  •  If  you've  been  wondering  why  Bell  &. 
Howell  sold  its  library  to  Universal's  subsidiary.  United  World  Films,  here's 
the  answer:  B  &  H  decided  that  it  no  longer  required  the  library  for  sales 
promotion  purposes.  ...  •  Edgar  Leslie  is  back  on  ASCAP's  board  after 
a  six-year  lapse,  to  fill  out  the  term  of  writer  Richard  Rodgers,  who  resigned. 

•  "Discoverers  Christen  Three  Or  Four  New  Elements,"  read  a  New  York 

World    Telegram  headline  on  a  London  cable  last  night And  not  one 

of  'em  was  named  for  a  film  star!   !  ! The  World  Tele  had  another 

amusing  headline  last  night:  "Duel  Stuck  For  Weapons" It  was,  how- 
ever, a  Paris  cable,  and  there  were  no  quotation  marks  around  "Duel".  .  .  . 

•  Metro's  "The  Yearling"  will  leave  B  &  K's  State  Lake  Theater  in  the 
Chicago  Loop  when  20th-Fox's  "The  Razor's  Edge,"  now  in  the  sixth  week, 
finally  ends  its  extended  run 


Perse  Funeral  Today 

Services  will  be  held  at  2:30  this 
afternoon  at  the  Riverside  Memorial 
Chapel  for  Isador  I.  Perse,  62, 
founder  of  the  Capital  Motion  Pic- 
ture Supply  Co.  Relicts  are:  His 
widow,  sons  Benjamin  and  Harry 
who  carry  on  the  business  since  the 
father's  retirement;  two  daughters, 
two  sisters  and  three  brothers,  Sid- 
ney, Jack  and  Harry. 


"Stairway"  in  Hub  Bow  Feb.  7 
Boston — The  Copley,  a  legit,  house, 
has  been  leased  for  an  indefinite 
period  by  Universal-International  for 
"Stairway  To  Heaven"  to  open  Feb. 
7  on  a  modified  roadshow  basis.  The 
picture  will  play  two  a  day  with 
three  shows  week-ends  with  all 
seats  reserved. 


Philly  Allied  Plans 
No  Buying  Co-op  Now 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
guest  was  Charles  Niles  of  the  AITO 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 

In  addition  to  routine  reports,  the 
meeting  heard  others  on  National 
Allied,  the  New  York  equity  decision, 
and  distributors  percentage  fraud 
suits. 

American  Brotherhood  Week  par- 
ticipation was  left  to  individual  mem- 
bers. The  unit's  members  agreed  to 
pay  employes  in  the  National  Guard 
and  Naval  Reserve  the  difference  be- 
tween civilian  and  service  pay.  The 
unit  went  on  record  in  favor  of  re- 
vision of  the  unemployment  compen- 
sation tax,  and  of  closely  watching 
State  and  Municipal  tax  proposals. 
Members  generally  engaged  in  an 
analysis  of  selling-  terms  and  prod- 
ucts. No  buying  individually  at 
present  terms  was  urged. 

Elected  to  the  board  of  governors 
from  Philadelphia  for  a  three-year 
term  were  David  Barrist,  Martin  D. 
Ellis,  Norman  Lewis.  For  members 
of  the  board  of  governors  from  up- 
state Pennsylvania  for  three  years 
were  Harry  Fried,  Henry  Sork.  Al- 
ternate governors  for  a  one-year 
term  were  Harold  D.  Cohen,  Lewis- 
town;  Cecil  Felt,  Philadelphia;  Wil- 
liam I.  Greenfield,  Philadelphia;  Har- 
old Hirshberg,  Bethlehem;  William 
G.  Humphries,  Catasauqua;  George 
L.  Ickes,  Duncannon;  Max  M.  Corr, 
AHentown;  Thomas  Lazarick,  Phila- 
delphia; David  S.  Moliver,  Philadel- 
phia; George  Riester,  Shamokin; 
Mark  Rubinsky,  Harrisburg;  Lester 
Stallman,  Reading;  Thomas  P. 
Thomas,  Taylor;  and  Larry  Woodin, 
Wellsboro. 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution 
Was  proposed,  whereby  the  number 
of  alternate  governors  will  be  in- 
creased. 


"U's"  Baronat  Chairman 
Of  MPAA  Int'l  Publicists 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
succeeds   Leslie   F.  Whelan   of   20th 
Century-Fox  International   Corpora- 
tion. 

Others  attending  the  meeting  were 
Rosa  Lewis,  Paul  Ackerman,  Gerald 
R.  Keyser,  Clarence  J.  Schneider  and 
Walton  B.  Thomas. 


Theodore  Anthony  Dead 

Champaign,  111.  —  Theodore  An- 
thony, owner  of  the  Rex,  died  after 
a  short  illness. 


SICK  LIST 


FRANK  WETSMAN,  partner  in  Wisper 
and  Wetsman  Theaters,  Detroit,  is  in  Grace 
Hospital   for  an  extended  checkup. 

MRS.  VERNE  GORRELL,  who  assists  in 
the  operation  of  the  Isis  Theater,  Wina- 
mac,  Ind.,  is  recovering  after  an  attack  of 
influenza. 
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Slate  Depl,  Denies 
Benton  'Hits'  H'wood 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
as  an  "attack"  on  American  motion 
pictures. 

In  his  speech  before  the  Chicago 
Council  of  Foreign  Relations,  Ben- 
ton had  reported  that  there  was  a 
fear  among  peoples  in  some  coun- 
tries of  "American  cultural  imperial- 
ism." This  fear,  Benton  said 
UNESCO  discovered,  was  often 
based  on  a  fear  of  the  influence  of 
American  pix. 

At  the  same  time,  Benton's  office 
released  to  The  Film  Daily  a  tran- 
script of  a  question  on  the  subject, 
asked  of  Benton  following  his  pre- 
pared speech.  In  his  reply,  he  had 
general  praise  for  American  pix, 
but  emphasized  that  there  was  still 
considerable  misunderstanding  of 
some  American  films  in  foreign 
countries. 

Asked  to  expand  on  the  "x-ole  and 
importance"  of  Hollywood  abroad, 
Benton  pointed  out  that  the  majority 
of  films  produced  come  from  the  U. 
S.  and  Canada  and  so,  are  largely 
for  market  in  the  Western  hemis- 
phere. 

"These  pictures,"  Benton  said,  "we 
Americans  understand,  knowing  the 
background  as  we  do  of  the  United 
States.  However,  these  films  often 
present  a  rather  distorted  picture  of 
the  U.  S.  to  peoples  of  other  coun- 
tries who  lack  our  background  and 
understanding. 

"Thus  there  is  great  argument  as 
to  whether  Hollywood  films  abroad 
do  more  to  create  understanding  of 
the  U.  S.  and  its  peoples  or  to  create 
misunderstanding." 

Stating  that  the  truth  is  that  they 
do  both,  Benton  added  that  the  "bal- 
ance is  heavily  on  the  side  of  cre- 
ating understanding." 

Declining  to  back-track,  however, 
Benton  said  that  the  "fact  that  the 
effect  is  two-sided  is  undeniable." 

"And  it  is  legitimate  for  me  to 
hope,"  he  said,  "in  my  private  capa- 
city, as  well  as  in  my  role  with  the 
State  Department,  that  as  the  years 
go  on,  the  product  of  Hollywood  will 
develop  so  as  to  give  to  peoples  in 
other  countries  a  more  balanced  and 
thus  less  distorted  picture  of  the 
way  we  live  here." 


IVEDDIDG  BELLS 


Douglas-Mullarkey 

Houston — Dorothy  Douglas,  Eagle- 
Lion  player,  and  Bob  Mullarkey  were 
married  here  and  joined  the  Eagle- 
Lion  "It's  A  Joke,  Son"  statewide 
premiere  cavalcade  prior  to  a  honey- 
moon trip. 

Greenberg-Goldstein 

Sid  Goldstein,  assistant  to  Jay 
Gove,  head  of  sales  development  for 
M-G-M,  has  set  Feb.  15  as  his  wed- 
ding date  with  Carolyn  Greenberg. 


Helicopter  Delivery 
For  "Bedelta"  Bou> 

A  slick  promotional  stunt,  which 
in  a  couple  of  years  may  well  be 
just  commonplace,  will  take  place 
today,  when  a  Sikorsky  helicopter 
will  deliver  the  first  print  of  Eagle- 
Lion's  "Bedelia"  to  the  Senate  The- 
ater, in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  where  it 
will  have  its  world  premiere.  'Copter 
will  land  right  in  front  of  the  the- 
ater, in  Market  Square,  where  Isadore 
Goldsmith,  producer  of  the  film  will 
be  on  hand  to  turn  over  the  film 
cans  to  Robert  Sidman,  house  mana- 
ger. 


f  rench  Would  Levy 
On  Italian-Made  Pix 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cipal  reasons  for  the   migration  of 
French  production. 

While  in  France,  Burstyn,  who  is 
a  pioneer  with  his  partner  Arthur 
Mayer  in  the  exhibition  of  foreign 
pix  in  America,  began  negotiations 
for  several  French  pictures.  Deal 
should  be  closed  in  less  than  a  month. 

In  Italy,  Burstyn  acquired  North 
and  South  American  and  British  Em- 
pire distribution  rights  to  "Paisa." 
Metro  distributes  the  film  in  Italy. 

"For  the  next  five  years,  the  best 
artistic  films  will  come  from  Rome," 
Burstyn  asserted,  pointing  to  "Open 
City,"  "Sciuscia"  and  "Paisa"  as  ex- 
amples of  top  Italian  product. 

According  to  Burstyn,  Alexander 
Korda  inked  a  deal  to  distribute 
'Open  City"  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Film  will  preem  at  Korda's  Rialto 
in  about  two  weeks.  Burstyn,  who 
has  American  rights  to  "City,"  re- 
vealed that  the  film  had  already 
grossed  more  than  half  a  million  dol- 
lars in  America. 

Burstyn  deplored  the  fact  that  the 
European  intelligentsia  still  main- 
tain a  disdainful  attitude  toward 
American  pix;  the  masses,  however, 
go  for  the  Hollywood  product  in  a 
bi"  way.  Partly  responsible  for  the 
situation,  he  said,  was  the  fact  that 
the  best  films  do  not  adapt  them- 
selves too  well  to  dubbing.  And  for- 
eign governments,  as  a  protective 
measure,  insist  on  dubbing. 


"IT"  Files  For  Excess 
Profits  Tax  Relief 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
filing  such  application  may  defer 
payment  of  33  per  cent  of  excess 
profits  taxes  that  would  otherwise 
be  payable  pending  application  dis- 
position under  section  722. 

Upon  dissolution  of  International 
Pictures  Corp.,  the  company  received 
155,000  shares  of  its  common  stock 
as  a  liquidating  dividend  on  pre- 
ferred and  class  A  common  stock  of 
International.  Aggregate  assigned 
value  of  125,000  shares  of  the  com- 
mon stock  received  by  outside  inter- 
ests exceeded  book  value  of  net  as- 


<BEINEUJS» 

"Song  of 
Scheherazade" 

with  Yvonne  de  Carlo,  Jean  Pierre  Aumont 
Univ.-lnt.  106  Mms. 

EXOHCALLY  HANDLED  TECHNI- 
COLOR SPECTACLE  COMBINES  MUSIC, 
eiOoRAPHY,  ROMANCt  FOR  MUCH  tYt- 
AfftAL;  CAN  BE  HANDSOMELY  EX- 
rLOHED  10  10P  BIZ. 

Musical  content  ot  this  number  is  highly 
popular  stuff,  played  repeateoly  in  vari- 
ous media,  Rimsky-Korsakott  wrote  color- 
ful, exotic  and  spectacular  ballets,  lone 
poems  and  the  like.  Oriental  and  Neai 
eastern  settings  figured  prominently.  Hence, 
this  story  is  set   in    Morocco. 

Reputedly  based  on  an  incident  in  the 
composer's  naval  career,  the  story  is  a 
lightweight  affair  devoting  much  detailing 
to  his  creative  talents.  At  the  drop  of  a 
note  he  whips  out  his  pen  and  knocks  oft 
a  number.  Before  he  is  quite  through  the 
sound  track  is  giving  a  splendid  rendition. 

Little  has  been  overlooked  in  romance, 
spectacle,  color,  the  Russian  Navy  of  the 
mid-19th  century  and  the  international 
settlement  of  a  Moroccan  town  exempli- 
fied by  Eve  Arden.  She  s  rather  comical  as 
mother  to  Yvonne  de  Carlo.  They're  broke. 
Miss  de  Carlo  maintains  a  grand  establish- 
ment via  dancing  in  an  Arab  nitery. 

Jean  Pierre  Aumont  is  the  composer. 
Midshipman  on  a  Russian  man-of-war,  he 
meets  the  girl  and  the  story  generates  a 
romance.  From  this  meeting  ccmes  the 
suite  ot  the  title.  Later  comes  'Bumblebee,' 
"Hymn  to  the  Sun,"  "Spanish  Caprice' 
and  the  like.  Credits  list  an  even  10  num- 
bers, enhanced  by  dancing  and  Technicolor. 

What  constitutes  the  remainder  of  the 
plot  involves  Brian  Donlevy,  as  the  com- 
mander, Charles  Kullman,  Met.  singer; 
Richard  Lane,  Pnilip  Reed,  John  Qualen  and 
dozens  in  support.  Donlevy  is  a  sketch  by 
himself,  a  chainsmoking,  barechested  char- 
acter. He  skips  through  the  piece  in  a 
tongue-in-cheek  performance. 

The  Moroccan  interlude  offers  Miss  de 
Carlo  in  dances,  Kullman  sings,  Aumont 
and  Reed  in  a  whip  brawl  and  a  half 
dozen  other  gimmicks  all  of  which  con- 
tribute their  bit  to  evaluation  of  the  film 
in  the  entertainment  sense.  By  no  means 
to  be  taken  seriously,  the  show  will  hold 
its  various  ends  up  and  can  be  handsomely 
exploited  to  top  biz. 

CAST:  Yvonne  de  Carlo,  Brian  Donlevy,  Jean 
Pierre  Aumont,  Eve  Arden,  Ptiilip  Reed,  Charles 
Kullman,  John  Qualen,  Richard  Lane,  Terry  Kil- 
burn,  George  Dulenz,  Elena  Verdugo,  Robert 
Kendall,    Rex    Rovelle,    Florence    Rozen. 

CREDITS:  Producer  Edward  Kaufman;  Direc- 
tor-screenplay, Walter  Reisch;  Cameramen,  Ha. 
Mohr,  William  V.  Skall;  Film  Editor,  Frank 
Gross;  Sound,  Bernard  B.  Brown;  Set  D.coratcrs. 
Russell  A.  Gausman,  E.  R.  Robinson;  Art  Direc- 
tion, Jack  Otterson;   Music,  Miklos  Rozsa. 

DIRECTION,   Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


Lyster  Chambers  Dead 

Lyster  Chambers,  an  actor  for 
more  than  forty  years,  died  in  his 
72nd  year  at  his  home  in  New  York. 
Widow  and  sister  survive  him. 


sets  applicable  to  such  stock  owner- 
ship of  $4,900,000.  The  amount  was 
written  off  to  earned  surplus  via 
resolutions  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Similarly,  earned  surplus  of  $180,- 
000,  representing  good  will  and 
trade  marks,  was  charged  off  as  com- 
prising part  of  the  net  assets  so 
acquired. 


French  to  Notify  U.  S. 
Of  Restrictive  Moves 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
rules  and  laws  covering  motion  pic- 
tures, will  notify  the  French  Foreigr. 
Office  if  any  restrictions  on  Amer- 
ican films  are  contemplated.  The 
Foreign  Office  in  turn  will  notLfr  J:he 
U.  S.  Embassy  in  Paris  and  <  \s- 
sions  will  get  under  way  in  an  vtfort 
to  minimize  or  withdraw  the  re- 
strictions. 

The  agreement  will  do  away  with 
any  "surprise"  restrictions  which  in 
the  past  have  been  presented  to  the 
U.  S.  State  Department  and  the 
American  film  industry  as  fait 
accompli. 

Into  Immediate  Effect 

Hailed  by  the  State  Department 
and  MPAA  as  a  "great  step  for- 
ward," the  agreement  goes  into  im- 
mediate effect.  Government  sources 
said  it  was  hoped  that  the  plan  will 
spread  to  other  countries  in  an  effort 
to  cut  down  disputes  over  American 
films.  An  example  of  these  disputes 
was  the  dubbing  decree  which  was 
put  into  effect  by  the  French  on 
Jan.  1.  The  French  Foreign  Office 
said  it  had  no  prior  notice  of  the 
decree.  Following  discusions,  the 
decree  was  postponed.  As  a  result  of 
this  mixup  the  State  Department  re- 
quested the  U.  S.  Embassy  in  Paris 
to  begin  discussions  with  a  view 
towards  committing  the  French  to 
a  policy  of  notifying  the  U.  S.  Gov- 
ernment before  any  moves  against 
American  films  are  taken.  The  State 
Department  has  maintained  that 
some  French  moves  have  been  in 
violation  "at  least"  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Blum-Byrnes  film  agreement. 
Lift  Newsreel  Ban 

As  a  result  of  these  discussions, 
the  U.  S.  Government  was  able  to 
get  the  French  to  withdraw  another 
move  against  American  films  which 
has  not  previously  been  brought  to 
light.  The  French  had  withdrawn 
permission  given  to  one  company  for 
the  production  of  newsreels  in 
France.  French  said  it  was  because 
the  company  had  not  operated  in 
France  before  the  war. 

American  officials  pointed  out  that 
the  move  was  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Blum-Byrnes  accord 
and  the  permission  was  renewed. 

The  agreement  negotiated  by  the 
U.  S.  Embassy  was  done  on  instruc- 
tions from  the  State  Department. 
Industry  sources  credited  George 
Canty,  State  Department  pix  chief, 
with  inspiring  the  move. 


CHARTERED 


RALPH  TALBOT  THEATERS,  INC.,  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  has  been  incorporated  with  $100,000 
authorized  capital  stock  by  Ray  Talbot,  J.  C. 
Hunter  and  Ray  S.  Fellows,  all  of  Tulsa. 

PARAMOUNT  EXHIBITION  SHOWS,  INC., 
Rochester,  theatrical  business,  capital  100  shares 
no  par  value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed. 
Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Samuel  J.  Lipsih, 
Ralph  P.   Flannigan,   Peter  Stamos. 

JASON  AMUSEMENT  CORP.,  with  1,000  shores 
no  par  value  stock.  To  operate  motion  pic- 
ture theaters.  Incorporated  at  Indianapolis  by 
George  Settos,  Violet  Settos  and  John  R.  Roach. 
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Carolina's  TO  Scores 
Aisle  Collections 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Carolina,    was    re-elected    president 
for  another  term  at  the  session  which 
saw  about  500  in  attendance 

Charles  H.  Arrington,  Rocky 
Mount,  N.  C,  and  J.  C.  Long, 
Charleston,  S.  C,  were  elected  vice- 
presidents,  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Griffith 
was  re-elected  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. 

Directors  elected  included:  Harold 
Amiistead,  Easley,  S.  C;  George 
Carpenter,  Valdese,  N.  C;  H.  R. 
Beery,  Hartsville,  S.  C;  H.  E.  Bu- 
chanan, Hendersonville,  N.  C;  R. 
Glenn  Davis,  Louisberg,  N.  C;  H. 
H.  Everett,  Charlotte,  N.  C;  J.  B. 
Harvev,  Clover,  S.  C;  H.  D.  Hearn, 
Charlotte,  N.  C;  George  W.  Parr, 
Lancaster,  S.  C;  Ed  Haley,  Raleigh, 
N.  C;  Royl  Rowe,  Burgaw,  N.  C, 
and  A.  F.  Sams,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

Mack  Jackson,  Alexander  City, 
Ala.,  president  of  CSA  and  president 
of  the  southeastern  TOA,  addressed 
the  session  on  problems  of  exhibitors. 


Warners  Aid  for  British  Pix 

ABP  Purchases  By  WB  Approved  By  U.  K. 


Stitt  Leaves  20th-Fox 

Ralph  Stitt,  New  England  field 
exploiteer  for  20th-Fox,  has  re- 
signed. 


I  Continued 

steady  flow  of  quality  films.  This 
we  have  supplied  over  a  period 
of  many  years  and  by  this  con- 
stant guaranteed  supply  of  qual- 
ity films  the  ABC  circuit  has 
been  built  up  to  the  enviable  po- 
sition it  now  holds." 

3.  "ABP  will  produce  a  series 


Harry  M.,  Jack  L.  and  Maj.  Albert 
Warner  as  of  Dec.  2,  1946,  held  a 
total  of  1,293,500  shares  of  Warner 
Brothers  common  stock.  These  shares 
have  a  market  value  of  about  $22,- 
000,000.  There  are  7,402,180  shares 
outstanding. 


of  six  pix  at  their  Elstree  Stu- 
dios," with  Warners  supplying 
leading  American  stars,  direc- 
tors and  producers.  "Warner 
personnel  will  be  in  charge  of 
production  of  these  films,  but 
they  will  be  produced  by  ABP." 
4.  "Associated  British's  share 
in  the  return  of  these  films 
(from  world-wide  WB  distribu- 
tion)  will  be  payable  in  dollars 


from  Page  1) 

to  the  corporation  here  in  Lon- 
don." 

5.  "From  this  start,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  ABP  can  build  a 
solid,  secure  and  long-range  pic- 
ture production  program  of 
strictly  British  quality  films.  .  .  . 
Once  this  program  is  in  suc- 
cessful operation,  Warners  will 
withdraw  from  the  production 
field  in  the  UK,  but  we  will  con- 
tinue to  extend  aid  to  ABC  in 
its  future  production  activities." 

6.  "There  is  plenty  of  room  for 
all  the  good  pictures  America 
and  England  can  produce.  .  .  . 
We  would  both  do  well  not  to 
criticise  each  other's  films  too 
narrowly.  We  should  look  for 
the  many  things  we  have  in  com- 
mon rather  than  single  out  the 
differences  between  us." 
Warner  spoke  at  a  luncheon  given 

in  his  honor  by  the  ABP  board,  at 
which  Sir  Philip  Waiter,  chairman, 
presided,  with  the  guests  including 
Sir  Stafford  Cripps,  president  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  high  Labor  Govern- 
ment officials,  editors  and  principal 
British  film  critics. 

Sir  Philip  told  the  audience  that 
ABP's  control  was  British  and  would 
remain  so. 

"If  I  thought  any  sectional 
interest  was  influencing  the  de- 
cisions of  the  board  in  any  way 
detrimental  to  the  public  inter- 
est in  this  country  or  to  the 
majority  stockholders,  I  would 
be  the  first  to  take  action,  and, 
if  necessary,  seek  full  power  of 
the  British  Government  in  our 
case,"  asserted  Sir  Philip,  who 
represents  the  Lady  Maxwell 
holdings. 

Sir  Stafford  described  the  associa- 
,  tion  of  Warners  with  the  British 
company  as  "on  the  whole,  not  a 
bad  thing,"  adding  there  was  not 
going  to  be  any  change  in  the  pres- 
ent British  control. 

"But  I  should  have  a  great 
deal  to  say  if  any  such  change 
were  proposed,"  added  the  Board 
of  Trade  president  who  recently 
was  highly  critical  of  what  he 
described  as  the  existing  20  to 
one  U.  S.  balance  in  British  film 
exchange  in  addressing  a  J. 
Arthur  Rank  Organization  din- 
ner. 

Warner,  in  outlining  the  six-pic- 
ture production  program,  said  it 
would  be  inaugurated  when  the  re- 
conditioned Elstree  Studios  are 
ready.  Warners  will  share  in  the 
production  costs  and  will  ship  Ameri- 
can equipment  over.  The  six  will  be 
made  over  a  two-year  period,  and 
Warner  assured  they  will  play  in  all 
Warner  theaters  in  the  U*  S. 

(The  AP  in  a  London  cable  said 
that  $4,000,000  was  being  expended 
in  revamping  Elstree,  just  released 
by  the  Government;  studios  were 
requisitioned  during  the  war.  AP 
cable  also  said  Warner  estimated  the 
six  pictures  would  each  net  ABP 
$1,500,000.) 

"These    pictures   will   not  be   dis- 


"Short  Memories 
Abroad"— Pasternak 


Provoked  by  the  many  European 
restrictive    measures    and    knee-jab: 
directed  against  American  films,  Joe 
Pasternak,  Metro 
producer,    was 
moved  to  declare 
that  some  gov- 
ernments   like 
some  people  have 
short  memories. 

"I    think    the 
world  should 
recognize    what 
Hollywood    did 
during   the  war," 
he  told  The  Film 
Daily    yesterday. 
"We    were    the 
only    industry," 
he  added, "that 
went   ahead   .   .   . 
We  didn't   ask       joe  pasternak 
how  much  .  .  .  We  simply  asked  these 
various  governments  what  we  coulc 
do  to  help  them  ..." 

Pasternak  emphasized  the  point 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  well-inten 
tioned  criticism.  "But  don't  take  ad- 
vantage  of  knocking  Hollywood  just 
to  get  headlines  .  .  .  you're  knocking 
a  half  million  people  making  a  living 
at  it,"  he  said. 

Pudding's  proof,  he  pointed  out: 
"We  still  make  the  best  pictures  in 
the  world  right  in  Hollywood.  Not 
that  other  countries  don't  make  gooc 
pictures  ..." 

To  Miami,  Then  Nassau 

After  about  a  week's  stay  in  the 
East,  visiting  Connecticut  and  Wash- 
ington, Pasternak  and  his  family  wil; 
go  to  Miami  for  a  short  stay,  and 
then  on  to  Nassau  until  March.  While 
vacationing,  he  will  scout  around  foi 
a  good  location  to  shoot  "On  An 
Island  With  You,"  Technicolor  mus- 
ical slated  for  the  cameras  in  May. 
Cast  includes  Esther  Williams,  Petei. 
Lawford,  Jimmie  Durante,  Xavier 
Cugat  and  Cyd  Charisse. 

Pasternak  said  that  work  had  been 
completed  on  "Birds  and  the  Bees," 
"This  Time  for  Keeps"  and  "Un- 
finished Dance."  Pasternak  said  he 
hoped  to  produce  two  pictures  that 
were  not  musical  comedies,  although 
they  might  have  a  slight  musical 
background. 


tributed  as  additional  pictures  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  will  constitute 
a  part  of  Warners'  regular  pro- 
gram," said  Warner. 

In  hitting  critics  of  Warners'  37% 
per  cent  of  ABP  holdings,  Warner 
tartly  reminded  that  the  shares  were" 
acquired  "at  a  time  when  ABP 
needed  our  aid  very  badly.  "  He' 
added: 

"For  those  who  may  not  know 
it,  the  time  of  our  original  in- 
terest in  ABC  was  in  1940  when 
many  others  had  the  same  op- 
portunity to  come  to  the  aid  of 
ABC  but  did  not  share  with  us 
the  faith  we  had  in  the  future  of 
Great  Britain. 

"The  purchases  have  always 
been  approved  by  the  British 
Government." 


c 
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Board  to  Re-Draft 
lodes  Is  Proposed 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ias  just  been  released  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  Press,  selling  at 
3. 

D'—'-or  Inglis,  in  baring  the  Com- 
P&i&T  c  recommendations,  notes  that 
;he  codes  "at  present  ...  do  not  en- 
tourage the  screen  in  attaining  its 
'ull  stature  as  a  civic  and  artistic 
nedium."  The  board,  it  is  noted, 
should  re-examine  the  two  codes  and 


"If,  by  means  of  the  Department 
if  Justice  or  new  Federal  legislation, 
he  major  producer-distributors  are 
.  orced  to  give  up  the  ownership  and 
ontrol  of  theaters,  a  freer  market 
nay    result.      The    Commission    has 
ecommended   that   the    Government 
should  use  its  anti-trust  powers  to 
destroy  monopolistic  control  of  pro- 
duction,   distribution    and  theatrical 
•utlets    while    preserving,    however, 
he    benefits    of    large-scale    enter- 
prise.   When  this  comes  to  pass,  the 
n;onomic  compulsion  for  independent 
producers  to  submit  to  self-regula- 
tion will  be  removed." 

From  the  Commission  on  Freedom  of 
he  Press  report,  "Freedom  of  the 
loiies." 


Little  Headlines: 


JACK  LYKES,  chief  barker  of  Variety  Club,  of  Toledo,  announces  that  the  inaugural 
dinner  of  the  new  Variety  Tent  there  will  be  held  in  the  Commodore  Perry  Hotel  on 
March  11,  instead  of  Feb.  4,  as  previously  planned,  in  order  to  coincide  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  club's  new  quarters  in  the  Willard  Hctel. 

• 

"EASY   COME,    EASY   GO"   will    follow   "The    Perfect   Marriage"    into    the    Broadway 
Paramount  on  Feb.  5.   In  the  stage  show  accompanying  the  film  will   be  the   Ink   Spots 
Ella    Fitzgerald,    Stump   and    Stumpy,   Tip   Tap    and    Toe    and    Cootie   " 
orchestra. 


Williams    and    his 


PRACTICE  OF  DUALING  "blood-curdling  murder  mysteries"  and  similar  second 
features  with  films  of  special  appeal  to  children,  like  Walt  Disney's  "Song  of  the 
South,"  is  under  fire  in  Columbus,  0.  Members  of  the  27-organization  Hilltop  Com- 
munity Council,  Inc.  are  conducting  a  critical  survey  of  West  Side  film  houses  in  an 
attempt  to  correct  the  situation. 

• 
WILLIAM  W.  BRUMBERG,  manager  of  the  Warners'  field  public  relations  staff,  was 
guest  speaker  at  yesterday's  luncheon  of  the  Mction  Picture  Council  of  Central  Queens 
at  Jamaica,  L.  I.  Brumberg  talked  on  film  exploitation  as  carried  on  by  field  men. 

• 
PRODUCERS'  RELEASING  CORP.  has  been  awarded  the  Navy  Certificate  of  Achieve- 
ment for  "wartime  aid  in  morale  building,"  in  making  films  available  to  the  Red  Cross, 
Army  hospitals,  rest  camps,  and  other  branches  of  the  service. 

• 
UNIVERSAL  CAMERA  CO.  has  declared  a   10  per  cent  common  stock  dividend,  mak- 
ing the   annual  dividend   40  cents. 

• 
UNIVERSAL  PICTURES'   annual   stockholders   meeting  will  be   held  on    March    12   in 
Wilmington,  Del. 


ihe  "practical  rules"  in  the  "an- 
notated code"  and  should  "function 
-s  a  clearing  house  for  criticisms  of 
•tlms  and  suggestions  for  the  broader 
;ise  of  the  screen." 

For  the  board,  "distinguished 
and  responsible  citizens"  should 
be  chosen,  the  Commission  feels, 
enlisting  rural  and  urban  mem- 
bers, educators,  social  scientists, 
•   artists,    public    leaders,    critics, 
religious  groups,  and,  from  the 
industry,  producers,  writers    di- 
rectors, actors  and  exhibs. 
..  In  the   event  that  an   agency   on 
reedom  of  the  press  is  created,  as 
jjhe  Commission  has  recommended,  it 
i    proposed   that    the    board's    per- 
.onnel  be  chosen  by  such  agency. 
I  Drafting  of  a  "realistic"  code  gov- 
srmng  obscenity  is  suggested  as  the 
rst   duty   of   the    board,    and    it   is 
sked:  <;Why  should  the  consequences 
nd  social  implications  of  the  white- 
,lave    trade,    venereal     disease,     or 
;siscegenation    not    be    depicted    in 
lovies?     Why  should  judges  or  the 
ergy     receive     blanket     protection 
gainst    indirect    censure    or    ridi- 


Larry  Ginsberg  Succumbs  Arnold  Rites  in  Philly 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  Philadelphia  —  Services  were  held 

Hollywood— Funeral    services   will  for  MrS-  Lois  Arnold,  84.    She  had 

be  held  Friday  for  Laurence  (Larry)  been   an   actress   for   more   than    60 

Ginsberg,   31,   who   died    of   a   virus  years_     she    retired   to   the    Edward 


B  &  K's  Chi.  Xabes 
Dropping  Matinees 

Chicago — Subsequent  runs,  whose 
matinee  business  is  slewing  down, 
are  discontinuing  afternoon  shows 
for  the  Winter  months,  exceDt  for 
week-ends  and  holidays.  B  &  K  have 
closed  the  Drake,  the  Cine,  Admiral, 
Luna  and  Alba,  for  week-end  mat- 
inees. 


infection.  Formerly  employed  at 
20th-Fox  publicity  department,  he 
left  there  two  years  ago  to  go  into 
publicity  business  with  Jack  Mul- 
cahy..  He  was  a  nephew  of  Henry 
Ginsberg,  Paramount  exec. 

cule?     Why  must  script  writers  in- 
vent 'compensating  moral  values'  in 
films  when  often  they  are  lacking  in 
real   life?      Should   history   be    per- 
verted as  it  was  in  the  case  of  the 
movie  'Conquest'?     Is  it  not  a  fraud 
upon   the    public    to    release   movies 
bearing    the    same    titles    as    plays 
such  as  'The  Voice  of  the  Turtle'  o.r 
novels  like  'Forever  Amber'  but  with 
the  contents  drastically  altered?" 
As    "important    continuing 
functions,"    it   is    proposed    the 
board  annually  make  a  public  re- 
port on  the  number  and  kind  of 
rejections  and  changes  made  in 
pix  while  in  production  and  con- 
test    the     decisions     of     censor 
boards  which  request  additional 
changes  or  deletions  and  which 
the  advisory  board  feels  unwar- 
ranted. 

The  Commission's  conclusions  and 
recommendations    occupy    31   pages. 
They   range   from    the   finding    that 
"state  and  municipal  censorship  .  . 
might    well    be    removed"    to    "the 
framework    and     administration    of 
self-regulation   have    been   too   nar- 
rowly moralistic    and    too  close   re- 
lated to  the  immediate  expediency." 
Covered,   too,    are    such   matters    as 
alleged  discrimination  against  indie 
producers,  alleged  "lack  of  vision  on 
the_  part  of  exhibitors,  affiliated  and 
indie  alike,"  pressure  grout)  activity, 
raisiner  the  level  of  public  taste,  spe- 
cialized   audiences    and   a   blistering 
estimate    of  moral    and    intellectual 
level  of  film  reviewers,  with  Bosley 
Crowther  of  the   New  York   Times 
singled  out  as  "exceptional." 


Forrest    Home    for    Retired    Actors 
and  Actresses  here  in  Dec.  1944. 


Electrical  Engineers 
Medal  to  De  Forest 


The  American  Institute  of  Elec- 
trical Engineers,  at  the  second  ses- 
sion of  its  Winter  meeting  yesterday, 
presented  the  1946  Edison  Medal  to 
Dr.  Lee  deForest  "for  pioneering 
achievements  in  radio  and  for  the 
invention  of  the  grid-controlled  vac- 
uum tube  with  its  profound  technical 
and  social  consequences." 

The  presentation  by  J.  Elmer 
Housley,  AIEE  president,  followed 
a  review  of  deForest's  achievements 
by  RCA's  David  Sarnoff  and  was 
the  highlight  of  a  session  devoted 
primarily  to  reports  on  progress  in 
electronics  and  television. 

The  development  of  improved  re- 
ceivers designed  to  obtain  steadier 
and  more  brilliant  pictures  is  en- 
hancing the  prospects  of  more  rapid 
sales,  according  to  a  report  to  the 
meeting.  It  was  pointed  out,  how- 
ever, that  extensive  net  intercon- 
nections must  be  established  before 
tele  can  obtain  an  audience  large 
enough  to  compete  with  other  enter- 
tainment mediums.  Transmission  fa- 
cilities are  expanding  rapidly  and 
the  linking  of  New  York  with  Los 
Angeles  by  coaxial  cable  is  expected 
by  early  1948. 
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Today!  WORLD  PREMIERES 

at  Pennsylvania's  State  Capital,  Senate 
Theatre,  Hanisbura,  and  Astor  Theatre, 
Reading, 


NEW 

Re-recorder  by 
Western  Electric 

makes  re-recording  better  and  easier 


outstanding  features 

of  the  new 

RA-1251  RE-RECORDER 

1  With  it,  you  keep  flutter  down  to 
no  more  than  0.05%  in  any  particular 
frequency  band  and  total  flutter  down 
to  no  more  than  0.07%. 

2  You  can  play  all  types  of  film 
tracks:  variable  area  or  variable 
density,  100  mil  standard,  100  mil 
push-pull  or  200  mil  push-pull.  The 
scanning  slit  covers  all  existing  tvpes 
of  100  mil  and  200  mil  tracks  without 
moving  optics  or  film.  Visual  inspec- 
tion of  scanning  is  provided  for. 

3  It's  easy  to  adjust  accurately  the 
film  start  mark  to  scanning  beam. 

4  The  method  of  vernier  synchro- 
nization provides  accuracy  of  better 
than  one  sprocket  hole. 

5  During  threading,  Automatic  Loop 
Setter  enables  you  to  lock  movable 
rollers  to  mid-point  operating  position, 
thus  assuring  accurate  setting  of  loop. 

6  You're  assured  of  low  distortion 
by  highest  quality  photocell  amplifier. 
Plug-in  mounting  is  handy. 

7  Re-winding  is  simplified.  Auto- 
matic Re-wind  Cutoff  has  separate 
motor,  which  cuts  off  wben  film  is 
re-wound.  You  can  adjust  speed  of 
re- wind. 

8  You  can  watch  operation  through 
glass  doors  that  keep  out  dust. 


*. 


lhis  radically  different  re -recorder  is  the 
result  of  an  entirely  fresh  approach  to  the 
complex  problem  of  re -recording  sound  on 
film. 

Engineers  of  Western  Electric's  Electrical 
Reseaich  Products  Division  talked  "with 
studio  technicians — studied  their  re-record- 
ing methods  and  difficulties — found  out 
where  previous  equipment  could  he  im- 
proved. 

Then  they  designed  the  RA-1251  to  meet 
the  technician's  needs  and  specifications. 
It  marks  a  tremendous  step  ahead  in  ap- 
pearance and  compactness — in  efficiency, 
accuracy,  speed  and  ease  of  operation — in 
quality  of  reproduction! 

It  is  one  more  evidence  of  Western  Elec- 
tric's continuing  contributions  to  the  tech- 
nical progress  of  the  industry. 


Electrical  Research  Products  Division 


Western  Electric  Company 

INCORPORATED  *  * 

233  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK  7.  N.  Y. 

Hollywood  Office  — 6601  Romoine  Street 


Aji 


Mr.    Lesxer   Thompson 

M.    P.    Productions   Dist, 

21st  floor 

28  W.    44th   St. 
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MPTOA  Wilt  Meet  Here  To  Plan  industry  Forum 


Vehrenberg  Calls  All 
Jat'l,  Regional  Exhibs. 
or  March  10-11  Confab 


St.  Louis— Fred  Wehrenberg,  pres- 
ient  of  the  MPTOA,  yesterday  sent 
?tters  to  all  national  and  regional 
ixhibitor  associations  inviting  them 
d  send  representatives  to  a  meeting 
ti  New  York  City  March  10-11  which 
/ill  discuss  and  formulate  plans  for 
he  formation  of  the  Motion  Picture 
ndustry  Forum  proposed  some  time 
go  by  Wehrenberg.  His  action  was 
ursuant  to  the  resolution  approved 
y  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
I4PTOA  and  regional  representa- 
ives  here  Jan.  21. 


lounty  by  County 
Censorship  in  IndJ 


Indianapolis,  Ind.  —  Censorship  of 
lotion  pictures  on  a  county  by 
ounty  basis  is  the  proposal  on  which 
members  of  the  Indiana  House  Rep- 
esentatives  are  focusing  their  at- 
ention. 

A  bill  to  set  up  a  five-man  movie 
ensorship  board  in  each  county  to 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


vlersereau  Leg  Fractured; 
forget  for  Hit-Run  Car 


Don  Mersereau,  associate  publish- 
!r  and  general  manager  of  THE  FILM 
Daily,  is  in  Doctor's  Hospital,  87th 
pt.  and  East  End  Ave.,  with  a  frac- 
ure  of  the  left  leg.  Mersereau  was 
(Continued  on   Page   10) 


RCA  Using  Lucite 
For  Television  Lens 

Chicago  — ■  Television  lens  of 
molded  lucite  plastic  have  been  test- 
ed and  found  to  be  practical,  tech- 
nically and  economically,  according 
to  R.  V.  Beshgetoor  of  RCA's  plastic 
division,  who  addressed  the  plastic 
engineers  convention  at  the  Con- 
gress  Hotel. 

RCA  television  lenses  are  moulded 
in  a  special  pilot  plant,  which  has 
been  operating  three  years. 


Editorial 


JJ 


Freedomlof  the  Movies 

.  .  .  you  better  read  it 

=  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  — 


JJ 


DROBABLY  no  more  controversial  tome  has  ever  been  deposited  quietly  on  the  U.  S. 
*  film  industry's  doorstep  than  Dr.  Ruth  A.  Inglis'  "Freedom  of  the  Movies,"  a  report 
from  the  Commission  on  Freed  m  of  the  Press  (Chicago  University  Press,  $3),  an  ex- 
clusive news-review  of  which  you  read  yesterday  in  Your  Favorite    Industry   Newspaper 

Because  of  its  series  of  findings  and  recommendations, — some  of  the  highlights  were 
presented  in  yesterday's  news-review — which  run  the  gamut  from  the  favored  extension 
to  the  screen  of  the  constitutional  guarantees  of  freedom  of  the  press  to  the  favored 
use  of  its  anti-trust  powers  by  the  Government  "to  destroy  monopolistic  control  of  pro- 
duction, distribution  and  theatrical  outlets,"  the  volume  rates  the  closest  possible  read 
ing  by  those  entrusted  with  trade  leadership. 

Indeed,  its  field  of  study  well  might  be  extended  far  beyond  that  to  include  the  ex 
'Continued  on   Page   10) 


ouse  Sends  Tax 
xtension  to  Senate 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  The  House  yester- 
day passed  HR  1030  extending  the 
life  of  the  war-time  excise  rates  in- 
definitely, with  relatively  few  objec- 
tors. The  vote  was  373  to  35.  The 
measure  thus  goes  to  the  Senate, 
where  comparatively  swift  action  is 
expected. 

Result  is  that  the  pix  industry  will 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Rodgers  and  Aides  to 
Set  "Yearling"  Policy 

Sales  policy  to  be  generally 
adopted  on  M-G-M's  prize  film,  "The 
Yearling,"  will  be  aired  Monday  and 
Tuesday  at  a  special  meeting  at  the 
Drake,  Chicago,  between  William  F. 
Rodgers,  vice-president  and  general 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Protestant  Film  Com. 
To  Produce  7  This  Yr. 


Protestant  Film  Commission,  in- 
terdenominational agency  of  Protes- 
tant churches,  will  produce  seven  16 
mm.  films  this  year  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday. 

Future  plans  call  for  production 
of  five  series.  Subjects  will  be  the 
church  and  world  order,  human  re- 
lations, family  and  business  rela- 
tionship, democracy,  spiritual  as- 
i  Continued   on   Page    10) 


But  Says  Quiet  Effort  to 
Improve  Relations  Should 
Follow  High  Court  Actions 

By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE    FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Gloomy  prospects 
for  intra-industry  co-operation  are 
noted  in  the  annual  report  of  Abram 
F.  Myers,  Allied 
States  chairman 
and  general  coun- 
sel. 

Reviewing  the 
many  attempts  to 
get  the  industry 
together,  Myers 
cautioned  that 
"recent  experi- 
ences throw  a 
wet  blanket  on 
any  hope  that  the 
producer  -  distrib- 
utors are  in  any 
mood  to  make  any 
substantial  con- 
cessions as  the 
price  of  increased 
industry  good  will." 

"Nevertheless,"  Myers  said,  "after 
the  Supreme  Court  has  finally  passed 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Allied  Board  Executive 
Committee  Meets  Today 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Preliminary  work  of 
Allied  States  mid-winter  board 
meeting  gets  under  way  here  today 
when  the  group's  Executive  Commit- 
tee meets.  The  full  meeting  will 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Walsh  Says  IA  Has  Upper  Hand 

Proposes  to  Keep  His  Men  in  Studios 


Pave  Way  for  Ticket 
Taxes  in  Va.  Cities 


Richmond,  Va. — Among  the  bills 
signed  at  the  constructive  session  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature  were  sev- 
eral charter  amendment  measures  to 
permit  the  levying  of  a  10  per  cent 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


By  R.  E.  HAYS 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 
Seattle — Addressing  a  dawn  ban- 
quet of  IATSE  members,  President 
Richard  F.  Walsh  said  the  Holly- 
wood strike  is  chief  topic  of  dis- 
cussion of  the  IA  board  of  direc- 
tors in  session  here  this  week.  The 
IATSE,  Walsh  said,  has  the  upper 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


ABRAM  F.  MYERS 


Propose  U.  K.  Gov't 
Distribute  in  U,  S. 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Establish- 
ment of  a  Films  Bank  and  of  Gov- 
ernment controlled  distribution  of 
U.  K.  indie  pix  here,  in  the  U.  S.  and 
Canada  are  among  proposals  sub- 
mitted by  the  Screenwriters  Asso- 
ciation to  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
SA  is  one  of  the  final  bodies  sub- 
mitting observations  in  forthcoming 
legislation. 

It  is  also  proposed  renters'  quota 
be  stabilized  at  25  per  cent,  with  ex- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


MA  Plans  Penetration 
Of  Television  Field 

Seattle  —  Strategy  for  penetra- 
tion of  the  television  field  by  mem- 
bers of  IATSE — stagehands,  etc. — is 
one  of  the  chief  topics  of  discussion 
by  IA  executives  in  conclave  here. 


3*£? 
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B  &  Q  Circuit  Acquires 
Two  Cape  Cod  Houses 

Boston — The  B  &  Q  circuit  has 
taken  over  the  operation  of  the  Warr 
Theater,  at  Wareham  and  the  Tem- 
ple Theater,  at  Onset,  both  situated 
on  the  edge  of  Cape  Cod.  The  Warr, 
seating  650,  is  a  year-round  house, 
while  the  Temple,  seating*  800,  is  a 
Summer  situation.  The  new  owners 
closed  both  houses  immediately 
tor  complete  modernization.  B  &  Q 
now  operates  15  theaters  in  New 
England,  including  four  in  Connecti- 
cut. 


Britain.  France  Plan 
To  Produce  in  Holland 


The  Hague  (By  Cable)— The  Dutch 
film  industry  is  about  to  be  re-cre- 
ated. It  will  be  operated  by  foreign 
interests.  Basic  reason  is  to  obtain 
foreign  exchange.  A  French  com- 
pany, Bureau  Cinematographie  Musi- 
cale,  plans  to  begin  production  in 
June.  It  was  stated  by  G.  E.  Ost- 
wald,  producer,  French  players  and 
technicians  will  be  brought  to  Hol- 
land. Product  will  be  in  both  English 
and  French. 

Ostwald   said   Britain  has   similar 
production  plans. 


"Bedelia"  Makes  Double 
Debut  in  2  Pa.  Cities 


Harrisburg  —  Double  world  pre- 
mieres of  "Bedelia,"  Eagle-Lion  re- 
lease, were  held  yesterday  at  the 
Senate  and  the  Astor,  in  Reading. 
Highlight  was  delivery  of  print  by 
helicopter  which  attracted  a  crowd 
of  5,000.  Guests  included  C  of  C  and 
civic  officials. 


Para.  Chungking  Exec. 
Aboard  Missing  Plane 

Hongkong  (By  Cable)  —  K..  W. 
Poon,  Paramount  branch  manager 
for  Chungking,  is  listed  as  a  passen- 
ger on  the  C.  N.  A.  C.  plane  reported 
missing  last  Saturday.  The  airliner 
was  making  a  flight  from  Canton  to 
Chungking. 


Flora  Ash  Dead 

Gladbrook,  la — Flora  Pauline  Ash, 
19,  cashier  at  the  Uptown,  died  after 
an  illness  of  several  months. 


New  York  University  offers 
a  training  course  leading  to  a  certificate  in 

Motion  Picture  Theater  Management 

PUBLICITY,  ADVERTISING  AND  EXPLOITATION 

under  the  direction  of  Michael  Zala 

These   evening   classes,  limited    in   size,  open  en  Thursday, 
February  6.   Early    registration   is  advisable. 

For  Further  Details,  Address 

"'  NEW  YORK  UNIVERSITY 

New  York  3,  N.  Y. 
SPring  7-2000,  Extension  291 


General  Education 

100  W"-"tngton  Square  East 

Room  211  A,  Main  Building 


Additional  Signatures 
For  Daylight  Time  Vote 

St.  Louis — Fred  Wehrenberg,  pres- 
ident of  the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis  yes- 
terday filed  with  the  Board  of  Elec- 
tion Commissioners  additional  peti- 
tions calling  for  an  election  on  re- 
peal of  the  daylight  saving  ordin- 
ance. They  contain  4,454  names  or 
more  than  enough  to  offset  the  deficit 
of  2,500  signatures  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  last  Saturday.  If 
election  board  and  aldermen  act 
promptly  it  may  still  be  possible  to 
get  proposition  on  ballot  at  April  1 
city  election. 


Denmark  Strike  Off 

Copenhagen  (Via  Air  Mail) — Th( 
strike  of  theater  employes  through 
out  Denmark  has  been  called  ofl 
following  suggestion  by  a  media 
tion  board.  Dispute  involved  500  em 
ployes.    They  were  not  re-employe<i 


i\.  Y.  THEATE    5 


Playwright  Sues  "U" 
For  $150,000  Damages 


Copyright  infringement  suit  seek- 
ing $150,000  damages  and  account- 
ing of  profits,  was  filed  yesterday 
by  Harry  Meyer  against  Universal, 
in  Federal  Court.  Meyer  alleges 
Universal  produced  a  film  based  on 
his  play,  "Shady  Lady."  after  it  had 
dropped  negotiations  to  purchase 
the  work.  Play  was  produced  here 
and  in  Philadelphia.  Plaintiff  also 
alleges  Universal  returned  his  man- 
uscript stating  a  synopsis  had  been 
made. 


Morris  Gerson  Dead; 
Philly  Rites  Today 


Philadelphia — Morris  Gerson,  61, 
veteran  local  exhibitor,  died  yester- 
day. Funeral  will  be  held  from 
Rosenberg's  Funeral  Parlor  today. 
Surviving  are  his  wife,  his  son, 
Philip,  and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ben 
Fertel.  Gerson  houses  are  Hamilton, 
Overbrook,  Haverford  and  New 
Colonial. 


BEST  STATE   RIGHT  DISTRIBUTION    IN1 
THE   MIDDLE    WEST 

Are  Your   Pictures   Getting   The   Proper  Sales?  | 


Extra    Vault   Space   &    Shipping    Facilities 
Available  to   Major  &  35-16   MM    Distribs. 


ALBERT     DEZEL     PRODUCTIONS    INC. 
831   South   Wabash  CHICAGO 

Indianapolis       .       St.    Louis       .       Milwaukee  I 


"PREVIEW  ROOfll" 

.  . .  will  really  SELL 
your  picture. 

Fully  equipped  for  35MM, 
16MM,    and    Slide    Projection. 

Cocktail  parties,  luncheons 
and  dinners  served  in  this  ver- 
satile room  —  setting  a  gay 
mood  for  a  favorable  reaction 
to  your  film. 

MADISON  AVENUE  at  54th  St. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:  PL.  5-3400        PAUL  GREEN.  Mgr. 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL.-: 

Rockefeller  Center  ■> 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
In  Technicolor      •      An   M-G-M   Picture 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 


H73 


®    DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS  Jr. 

MAUREEN  OHARA •  WALTER  SLEZAK 

Sin  bad  the  Sailor  & 
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J      ON  SCREEN 

IN  PERSON 

Clauditte  COLBERT 
Walter  PIDGEON 

JOHN  BOLES 

CI 

June  ALLYSON 
in   M-G-M's 

RUBY  HILL 

'THE  SECRET 

Extra! 

^S^gf 

j       HEART' 

LORRAINE  ROGNAM 

"CALIFORNIA" 

IN  TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount   Picture  Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND         STANWYCK         FITZGERALD 

A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Open 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 


young  JJiven- 
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'THE    BEST   PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR"— 

H.    Y.   FILM   CRITICS 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous  l 
Performoncej 


ASTOR 


■'WAY  and 
45*  ST. 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in  ( 

|"I3  RUE  MADELEINE 

A  20lh  Century-Fox  Picture 

PLUS  ON  STAGE  -  GRACIE  FIELDS 

Extra!  ARTHUR  BLAKE 


'HAVE  A  HEART,  M-G-M! 

Now  it's  THE  YEARLING  at 
$.adio  City  Music  Hall- 
Wei  ust  finished  7  weeks  of 
handling  the  mobs  for  M-G-M's 
Till  The  Clouds  Roll  By'- 
They  tell  me  it  broke 
all  records  at  the  Hall! 
Oh,  my  aching  feet! 
From  the  looks  of  things 
THE  YEARLING  ^\ 

V 

will  top  it ! " 


(You're  right,  officer/ 
M-G-M's  Prize  Picture 
is  off  to  a  terrific  start. 
The  reviews  ore  ecstatic! 
The  audiences  rave  about  it. 
Call  us  up  officer  and  this 
time  we'll  give  you  a  ticket1.) 

MERICAN  BROTHERHOOD  WEEK,  FEBRUARY  16-23 
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20th  CENTURY- FOX's 


Now  breaking  all-time 
industry  records  for  hold- 
overs ...  after  breaking 
all-time  industry  records 
for  grosses  coast  to  coast! 


"GREAT,  THRILLING  ENTER- 
TAINMENT THAT  PACKS  A 
TREMENDOUS  PUNCH  .  .  . 
AND  WILL  PACK  THE  ROXY!" 
Rave  the  N.  Y.  Reviewers  as 
it  smashes  the  records  of 

"The  House  On  92nd  Street' 
sky-high  at  the  Roxy,  N.  Y.! 

*Lee  Mortimer,  Mirror 


COMING  FROM  THE  BOXOFFICE 


IRSTBIGHOF19 


Shocking?.. She  s  Sensational! 

MATCHING  THE  TOP- 
FIGURES  OF  20th's  BIG- 
GEST BIG-MONEY  MUSI- 
CALS! IT'S  GRABLE... 
GERSHWIN.  ..and  GREAT! 

Exhibitors  will  have  a  happy  time 
with  it  at  the  boxoffice!" 

Showmen's  Trade  Review 


Already  the  entire  industry  is 
ablaze  with  the  excitement 
presaging  a  great  event! 

AN  EVENT  SO  START- 
LING IT  WILL  FOREVER 
LEAVE  ITS  IMPRINT 
UPON  THE  INDUSTRY! 


1ELF  OF  BEST-SELLERS   FROM 


CENTURY-FOX 


MARCH   OF  DIMES  — JANUARY   24th-30th 
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EBF  To  Enter  Chi. 
xhibition  Field 


Chicago — Encyclopedia  Brittanica 
Films  will  produce  six  adult  films 
this  year  and  plans  to  use  a  Chicago 
theater  for  Saturday  afternoon 
shows  this  Summer,  thus  entering 
the  local  exhibition  field,  it  was  dis- 
closed here  yesterday  by  President 
C.  Scott  Fletcher,  speaking  at  a  Chi- 
cago Film  Council  luncheon-meeting. 

Fletcher  urged  the  Council  to  or- 
ganize a  field  service  division  with  a 
fund  of  $50,000  at  its  disposal  to 
study  and  develop  new  methods  of 
production  of  visual  educational 
films. 

The  EBF  prexy  predicted  that  in 
30  years,  the  average  American  life 
span  would  be  70  years  and  every 
home  would  have  its  sound  projector, 
just  as  they  have  radios  today. 


Allied  Board  Executive 
Committee  Meets  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
be  held  tomorrow  and   Saturday  at 
Washington's  Hotel  Statler. 

A  partial  list  of  directors  and  ob- 
servers expected  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing include  the  following: 

NEW  ENGLAND:  Nathan  Ya- 
mins,  Walter  E.  Mitchell,  Ray  Fee- 
ley,  Aithur  K.  Howard,  Leslie 
Bendslev,  Teddy  Rosenblatt,  Meyer 
Stanzler,  Leonard  Goldberg,  M. 
Pouzzner,  J.  Rifkin.  CONNECTI- 
CUT: Maxwell  Alderman.  NEW 
JERSEY:  Edward  Lachman,  Irving 
Dollinger,  E.Thornton  Kelley.  EAST- 
ERN PENNSYLVANIA:  Sidney  E. 
Samuelson,  Joe  Conway,  George 
Ickes.  WESTERN  PENNSYL- 
VANIA: M.  A.  Rosenberg,  Morris 
Finkel.  OHIO:  Martin  G.  Smith,  P. 
J.  Wood,  Leo  Yassenoff,  J.  P.  Uvick, 
Leo  T.  Jones.  INDIANA:  Trueman 
Rembusch.  MICHIGAN:  Rav 
Branch,  Jack  Stewart.  WISCON- 
SIN: F.  J.  McWilliams,  Harry  Per- 
lewitz.  MINNESOTA:  Bennie  Berg- 
er,  Stanley  Kane.  TEXAS:  Col.  H. 
A.Cole.  IOWA-NEBRASKA: 
Charles  Niles,  Tim  Evans.  WEST 
VIRGINIA:  W.  H.  Holt,  Floyd  Rog- 
ers. MARYLAND:  Meyer  Leven- 
thal. 


Loew's  to  Run  "Jolson"  9  Days 

Breaking  a  precedent,  Loew's  met- 
ropolitan circuit  will  ran  "The 
Jolson  Story,"  for  nine  consecutive 
days,  instead  of  the  previous  max- 
imum of  seven  days,  at  seven  de  luxe 
Loew  houses.  Later,  "Jolson"  will 
open  at  54  nabe  houses. 


SERB  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Jan.  30 

Oscar    Serlin  Gradwell  L.  Sears 

Dorothy  Moloney  C.    C.    Burr 

Dorothy   Malone  E.   V.    Richards 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Thursday's  Tattlings 

•  •  •  THE  QUESTION  BEFORE  THE  HOUSE:  Will  Charles  Chap- 
lin's  "Monsieur  Verdoux,   a   Comedy  of  Murders"  be  distributed  by  UA 

or  thru  another  major? In  Hollywood,  Chaplin  reps,  said  details  of 

release  have  not  been  decided  upon  as  yet.  with  Chaplin  presently 
concentrating  in  putting  the  pic  in  shape  for  a  tentative  March  re- 
lease   Inquiry  here  disclosed  that  U A  has  no  publicity  available  on 

the  pic,  a  unique  situation.  ...  •  It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain 
just  who  inspired  Mrs.  Eugene  Meyer's  attack  upon  the  film  industry 
and  Hollywood  in  last  Saturday's  address  before  the  21st  Women's  Con- 
ference   on    National   Defense,    in    Washington If    it    skipped    your 

attention,  Mrs.  Meyer,  wife  of  the  Washington  Post's  publisher,  among 
other  things,  observed:  "Many  of  our  film  producers  are  on  a  par  with 
dope   peddlers,"   and   "In   fact,   Hollywood   is    now   going   to   invade    the 

dope  peddler's  business." If  Mrs.   Meyer  is  prepared  to  prove  the 

former  statement,  she  should  supply  specifications If  she  is  not,  she 

owes  the  industry  a  deep  apology. 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  While  it  probably  won't  get  very  far,  a 
long-awaited  state  lottery  bill  has  been  introduced  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire State  Legislature.  ...  •  While  Andrew  Stone  is  negotiating 
with  other  majors,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  may  sign  again  with  UA.  .  .  . 

•  I.  Arthur  Rank's  "Brief  Encounter"  has  done  so  well  at  B  &  K's  Valen- 
tia  Theater  in  Evanston  at  advanced  prices  that  the  picture  holds  for 
another  week.  ...  •  Pat  Powers,  Jr.,  has  scheduled  a  series  of  lecture 
seminars  on  "Films  In  Public  Relations,"  under  auspices  of  the  American 

Public    Relations    Association    in    Washington Series    starts    at    the 

Wardman  Park  Hotel  on  Feb.  5,  and  runs  through  March  12.  .  .  .  •  Con- 
sidered "the  best  available  film  dealing  with  racial  tolerance,"  the  War 
Department  Civil  Affairs  Division  has  obtained  rights  to  show  the  UAW- 
CIO  color  short,   "Brotherhood   of  Man,"  in  Austria  and   Germany.   .   .   . 

•  Maurice  Bergman's  topple  from  his  mount  -which  sent  him  to  a 
frisco   hospital   suffering   from   painful   bruises   did   not   lessen   his    sense 

of  humor "Well,"  quipped  the  Universal  exec,   "now  the   industry 

can  ponder  this  question:   Will  'Tex'  Bergman   ride   again?" 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Letter  received  by  Ray  Brown,  Cuyahoga 
Falls,  O.,  Falls  Theater  manager,  adds  a  brand  new  one  to  the  "Why  I 
Go  To  Bank  Nile"  series Note,  written  by  a  man  who  was  ar- 
rested for  a  misdemeanor  shortly  after  having  signed  his  Bank  Nile 
register,   requested  that  the   money  be   used   for   bail  if   a  winner.   .    .   . 

•  Bernard  Smith,  who  joined  Sam  Goldwyn  last  July  as  Eastern  story 
editor,  after  long  service  as  editor-in-chief  for  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  has  been 

transferred  to  the  Coast  as  story  editor In  addition  to  story  buying 

and  idea  searches,  he  will  engage  writers  for  assignments,  with  Ralph 
Wilkerson    continuing    in    charge    of    writers    working    on    the    lot. 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  COMMENT:  Movies  are  America's  favorite  entertainment, 
but  from  the  antics  of  the  po'iticians  from  the  Nation's  capital  on  down. 

a  guy  would  never  think  so First,  no  reduction  in  Federal  theater 

tax  is  in  sight Then,  we  hear  about  cities  and  towns,  and  you  don't 

have  to  travel  very  far.  where  the  fellas  who  are  s'posed  to  represent 
you    and   me    are    forever   picking   on   the    industry    for   more    and    more 

dough Wonder  if  those  boys  ever  heard  about  the  goose  that  laid 

the  golden  eggs It's  a  cinch  that  the  periodic  pyramiding  of  amuse- 
ment taxes  will  eventually  force  millions  away  from  the  theaters  because 
o'  the  prohibitive  taxes  politicians  insist  on  imposing  on  one  industry 
in  particular. 

T  T  T 


COmiRG  and  GOIflG 


MAURICE  BERGMAN  is  expected  in  Hollywood 
tomorrow  and  leaves  for  New  York  Tuesday 
accompanied  by  JOHN  JOSEPH,  U-l  national 
director    of    pub. -adv. 

JACOB  WILK,  Warners'  story  editor,  leaves 
the    Coast   for    New    York   on    February    ? 

ELMER    HOLLANDER,    in    charge   of  j ires 

at  PRC's  home  office,  has  left  for  Ai_  tf  as 
temporary  replacement  for  Joe  Miller,  New 
York  State  district  manager,  now  hospitalized 
with    pneumonia. 

W.  C.  GEHRING,  Central  sales  manager  of 
20th  Century-Fox,  is  en  route  to  Rochester, 
Minn.,  where  he  will  enter  the  Mayo  Clinic 
for   a    check-up. 

GOV.  JIMMIE  DAVIS,  of  Louisiana,  will  ar- 
rive in  Hollywood  on  Feb.  15  to  go  into  the 
starring  role  of  Monogram's  "Louisiana." 

JOE  KAUFMAN,  associate  producer  of  Roy 
Del  Ruth  Productions,  has  arrived  from  the 
Coast  for  discussions  with  executives  here  on 
"It  Happened  on  Fifth  Avenue,"  Allied  Artists 
release.   He  will   be  in  town  for  a  week. 

EARL  RETTIG,  secretary-treasurer  of  Rain- 
bow Productions,  is  en  route  to  L.  A.  from 
N.  Y.,  after  a  series  of  RKO  confabs. 

F  0  R  T  U  N  I  O  BONANOVA,  co-starred  with 
Esther  Diaz  in  "Pepita  Jiminez,"  returns  to 
Hollywood  from  Mexico  City  to  make  personal 
appearance   at   pic's    opening. 

LOU  IRWIN,  agent,  pausing  for  a  chat  with 
E-L's  Bryan  Foy  in  Dallas,  as  he  heads  for 
Miami  to  catch  opening  show  of  Ritz  Bros,  at 
the    Copacabana. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  Warners'  shorts  sales 
manager,  is  on  a  tour  of  Southeastern  ex- 
changes including  Atlanta,  Charlotte,  Wash- 
ington and  Philadelphia.  He  is  due  back  in 
New    York    on    Tuesday. 

DANE  CLARK  is  due  in  New  York  Feb.  1. 
from    the    Coast. 

KENT  SMITH  arrives  in  New  York  on  Feb.  5 
from    California. 

BARBARA  STANWYCK  is  expected  in  New 
York   over  the  week-end  en   route  to   England. 

FRANK  CASEY,  of  Warners'  Midwest  field 
public  relations  staff,  is  in  New  York  from 
Chicago  for  home  office  conferences.  He  will 
remain  about  a  week. 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  captain  of  the  1947 
Ned  Depinet  drive,  has  completed  his  initial 
tour  of  the  various  RKO  Radio  exchanges,  and 
will  return  to  his  headquarters  in  Denver  to- 
day. 

L.  P.  WILLIAMS,  art  director  with  the  J. 
Arthur  Rank  organization  in  London,  is  in 
Hollywood  for  a  two-week  series  of  confer- 
ences at   RKO   Radio. 

JOHN  S.  ALLEN,  M-G-M  district  manager 
with  headquarters  in  Washington,  will  arrive 
here    tomorrow    for    home    office    conferences. 

STANLEY  SHUFORD,  Paramount  advertising 
manager,  is  back  at  his  desk  from  a  Jamaica, 
West   Indies   vacation. 

SID  MESIBOV,  Paramount's  assistant  exploita- 
tion manager,  has  returned  from  a  jaunt  to 
Columbia,    Mo. 

BILLY  DE  WOLFE  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
from    a    Miami    vacation. 

THE  ANDREWS  SISTERS— LAVERNE,  MAX- 
INE  and  PATTY — have  arrived  in  Hollywood 
after  a  seven-week  p. a.  engagement  at  the 
New   York   Paramount. 

SIDNEY  G.  ALEXANDER,  motion  picture  di- 
rector of  Brisacher,  Van  Norden  &  Staff,  ad- 
vertising engineers,  trains  out  tomorrow  for  the 
Coast. 

ROBERT  Z.  LEONARD,  M-G-M  director,  is  due 
from  the  Coast  the  end  of  the  week. 

GENE  ATKINSON,  business  agent  of  the 
theater  operators  Union,  is  in  Florida  on 
vacation. 


SICK  LIST 


MAURICE  BERGMAN,  Eastern  ad-pub- 
licity director  for  Universal,  is  expected  to 
leave  Mount  Zion  Hospital,  San  Francisco, 
today,  or  tomrrrow  following  treatment  for 
severe  bruises  received  in  a  fall  from  a 
horse  there. 
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Allied  Head  Sees  Great  Day  for  Indie  Theaters 


i  Reiterates  Divorcement 
Plea;  Says  Anvil  Chorus 
Hurting  Film  Attendance 

'•Wasi^^n    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Presenting  a  gen- 
erally optimistic  picture,  Abram  F. 
iMyers,  Allied  States  chairman  and 
general  counsel,  in  his  annual  report 
ireleased  today  emphasized  the  "tre- 
mendous vitality"  of  the  entire  pix 
industry  and  termed  the  indie  exhib- 
itor a  "man  with  a  future." 

Less  rosy  prospects  were  predicted 
ifor  infra-industry  relations  and 
If  uture  Qovernment  -  industry  co-op- 
eration in  a  Federal  film  message 
program. 

Stating  that  past  year's  "outstand- 
ing events"  were  the  opinion  and 
final  judgment  in  the  New  York 
i equity  case,  Myers  said  the  decree 
opened  new  opportunities  for  the 
independent  exhibitor. 

Still  Wants  Divorcement 
The     Allied     counsel    emphasized, 
however,   that  divorcement   remains 
the    only    effective    solution    to    in- 
dustry inequities. 

"The  independent  exhibitor," 
Myers  said,  "viewed  as  a  composite 
figure,  is  a  man  with  a  future.  The 
security  which  he  has  gained  and 
the  opportunities  which  have  been 
opened  to  him,  have  been  almost  en- 
tirely over-looked  in  the  battle  of 
'words  over  the  scope,  meaning  and 
probable  effects  of  the  competitive 
bidding  features  of  the  Statutory 
Court's  decision. 

"The  motion  picture  industry  has 
weathered  many  storms.   Each  crisis 
I  serves  only  to  emphasize  the  indus- 
try's   tremendous    vitality.     No    one 
doubts    that    regardless    of   internal 
convulsions  or  economic  changes  mo- 
tion    pictures     will     maintain     and 
strengthen    their     position     as    the 
people's  basic   entertainment. 
A  Great  Day  Coming 
"Undoubtedly  many  new  theaters 
will  be  built.    Competition  may  de- 
velop where  it  has  never  existed  be- 
fore.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  com- 
petition will  be  fair  and  reasonable. 
Expansion  in  the  exhibition  field  will 
'■■  be    restricted    to    independents    and 
the   distributors   will   be   allowed   to 
play  no  favorites.  With  total  divesti- 
i  ture  the  film  shortage  will  be  eased 
and    film    rentals    will    come    down. 
There  will  be  a  great  day  tomorrow 
— and  tomorrow  belongs  to  the  ex- 
hibitors." 

Calling  for  a  free  market  for  films, 
Myers  emphasized  the  need  for  di- 
vorcement and  termed  prior-run  the- 


Myers  Pessimistic  on  Pic  Co-op 

Sees  Indie  Exhibs.  as  Branch  of  Industry 


upon  the  Government's  suits  against 
the  'Big  Eight'  and  against  the 
Schine  and  Griffith  circuits,  an  effort 
should  be  made  quietly  and  sensibly 
and  with  a  minimum  of  ballyhoo  and 
exhibitor  politics,  to  improve  rela- 
tions and  foster  co-operation  among 
the  several  branches  of  the  indus- 
try." 

Indies  a  "Distinct  Branch" 

Without  mentioning  any  group  by 
name,  however,  Myers  said  that  any 
industry     conferences     must      treat 

MYERS'  FORECAST  - 


i 


U.  S.  Films  Tahe  3%.2 
\liltions  in  UK  in  9'46 

LqndoVi  MViaf Cable)— 'U.  S.  'films 
ranked;  fifth  in  British  purchases,  in 
Amerijca  via  the  $4,4OO,O0&?0OO 
loan,  accounting  for  a  $35,200,000 
slice.  Total  purchases  consumed 
$600,GOO,000   of    the    initial   amount. 


Abram  F.  Myers  in  his  annual 
report  as  Allied's  board  chairman 
today  predicts  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  not  appeal  from  the 
competitive  bidding  provision  of 
itie  decree.  He  added,  howevett 
mat  it  is  unlikely  that  the  Goverr* 
ment  will  defend  the  bidding  as 
permanent  relief  in  the  case.  He 
said  the  Department  of  Justice 
will  be  concerned  "primarily  if 
not  completely"  in  seeking  com- 
plete divorcement. 


indie  exhibitors  as  a  "distinct  branch 
of  the  industry." 

"They  (indies),"  Myers  said,  "can- 
not entrust  their  interests  to  those 
who,  by  reason  of  actual  affiliation 
or  long  collaboration  with  the  pro- 
ducer-distributors, are  divided  in 
their  allegiance." 

(In  New  York  trade  circles 
last  night,  the  Myers  viewpoint 
was  generally  interpreted  as 
meaning  Allied  was  not  dis- 
posed to  participate,  at  least  at 
this  time,  in  any  move  to  estab- 
lish and  activate  a  Motion  Pic- 
ture Forum,  as  proposed  by  the 
MPTOA's  president,  Fred  Wehr- 
enberg.) 

"Actually,"  he  said,  "the  permis- 
sible scope  of  any  discussions  be- 
tween representatives  of  the  indus- 
try is  very  narrow.  Spokesmen  for 
the  producer-distributors  who  have 
hastened  to  endorse  recent  proposals 
for  a  general  industry  get-together 
will  be  disappointed  to  learn  that  it 
is  not  within  the  power  of  such,  a 
gathering  to  amend  or  repeal  the 
Sherman  Act  or  to  relieve  their  em- 


Continued  from  Page  1) 

ployers    from    the    requirements    of 
court  orders. 

"These  new-found  disciples  of 
arbitration,  who  never  utilized 
the  consent  decree  system  whe.h  .■ 
it  was  in  operation,  will  be  dis- 
appointed to  learn  that  any  vol- 
untary system  set  up  by  the 
parties  must  necessarily  be  re- 
stricted to  disputes  arising  out 
of  exhibition  contracts.  It  can- 
not legally  be  extended  to  mat- 
ters which  have  been  adjudicated 
by  the  courts  and  major  com- 
panies, who  already  have  had 
their  fingers  burned,  will  be  slow 
to  countenance  extra-legal  meth- 
ods for  alleviating  their  present 
ills." 

Myers  said  one  of  the  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  more  cordial  intra-in- 
dustry relations  is  the  "tendency  of 
distributors  to  delegate  to  subordin- 
ates and  contractors  important  cus- 
tomer relations." 

"It  sounds  well,"  he  said,  "to  hear 
a  general  sales  manager  declare  that 
his  branch  managers  are  supreme  in 
their  respective  districts — that  they 
can  fashion  prices  and  grant  adjust- 
ments to  fit  an  exhibitor's  purse. 
But  when  those  managers  are  put 
under  minimum  revenue  quotas  and 
their  compensation  largely  consists 
of  bonuses  for  exceeding  such  quotas, 
those  declarations  do  not  mean  a 
great  deal. 

"Again,  the  important  matter  of 
employing  suitable  checkers  and 
properly  supervising  the  checking  of 
theaters,  has  been  farmed  out  to  a 
jointly-owned  corporation  under  sep- 
arate management  and  control.  Com- 
plaints in  regard  to  checkers  when 
addressed  to  the  distributors  are 
either  referred  to  such  agency  or  are 
thrown  into  the  waste  baskets 
finally. 

"The  auditing  of  theater  ac- 
counts and  the  prosecution  of 
claims  for  alleged  shortages  on 
percentage  engagements  has 
been  placed  in  the  hands  of  still 
another  agency,  which  is  carry-  ' 
ing  on  such  a  ruthless  campaign 
against  the  exhibitors  that  the 
wounds  will  not  heal  for  many 
years." 


Doubts  Gov't  Funds 
For  Film  Program 

Washington-  Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — While  praising  some 
features  of  Government-industry  co- 
operation, Abram  F.  Myers,  in  his 
annual  report  to  Allied  States,  ex- 
pressed doubt  as  to  the  future  of  a 
central  agency  to  pass  on  Federal 
message  films. 

Myers  highest  praise  was  reserved 
for  the  plan  of  Attorney  General 
Tom  C.  Clark  to  equip  a  special  train 
for  the  public  exhibition  of  the  na- 
tion's most  precious  historical  docu- 
ments. 

"If  seems  to  me,"  Myers  said,  "that 
there  never  was  a  time  when  it  was 
more  important  to  remind  the  Amer- 
ican peoples,  especially  young  Amer- 
icans, of  our  great  heritage  of  free- 
dom." 

Myers  outlined  Allied's  earlier  co- 
operation with  OWMR  by  reviewing 
Government  films,  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  Allied  members  shall  re- 
main "free  to  accept  or  reject  such 
recommendations  as  they  see  fit." 

Myers  noted,  however,  that  OWMR 
has  been  abolished  and  the  Office  of 
Government  Reports  set  up  in  its 
place.  Myers  pointed  out  that  OGR 
has  no  director,  and  Republican  lead- 
ers in  Congress  ""have  expressed 
opposition  to  the  idea  of  Govern- 
ment-sponsored motion  pictures."  He 
said  it  "seems  unlikely"  now  any 
funds  will  be  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress for  the  project. 

..Myers  said  that  the  "keystone  of 
Allied's  successful  public  relations 
policy"  has  been  the  "full  and  frank 
disclosure  of  its  purpose  and  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  its  authority  and 
representation." 

Myers  also  paid  tribute  to  the 
"splendid  public  relations  work"  car- 
ried on  by  most  of  the  Allied  regional 
associations.  He  emphasized  again 
the  need  for  each  regional  associa- 
tion to  name  a  committee  in  each 
Congressional  or  Assembly  district, 
and  to  acquaint  them  with  exhibitor 
problems. 


aters  the  "bottleneck"  which  re- 
stricts this  free  flow  of  films  from 
the  studios  to  the  theaters. 

^'Producer-owned  theaters," 
he  said,  "which  for  years  had  a 
policy  of  one  or  two  changes  a 
week  how  run  pictures  until  they 
have  |been   milked   dry.    In    the 
meantime,    completed,  films  ;  ac- 
cumulate jon  the  studio  shelves 
and  production  slowsVdown.  The-  " 
current  filnjttghortage  aiuJL.i>rice 
structure   are  as  artificial  as  a 
set  of  store  teeth." 
The  Allied  attorney  said  exhibitors 
cannot   ignore   the   "rising   tide"   of 


criticism  directed  against  Hollywood. 
"As  the  anvil  chorus  grows  in 
volume,"  Myers  commented,  "it  is 
certain  to  affect  theater  attendance. 
A -straw  in>  the  wind  is  the,  increas- 
ing number  of  fault-finding  letters 
published  in  the"*daily  papers,  indi- 
cating jthat". theater  patrons- feel  the 
criticism-'-is  not  entir§.ly*"unfounded." 

Gladys  Erickson  Dead 

Des  Moines,  la. — Gladys  Erickson, 
38,  switchboard  operator  at  the  Tri- 
State  home  office,  died  after  a  short 
illness. 


Scophony,  Ltd.,  Motion 
To  Dismiss  is  Withdrawn 


The  motion  of  \  Scophony,  Ltd.,  to 
dismiss  the  cross  claims  of  Scophony 
Corporation  of  America  and  Arthur 
Levey,  scheduled  for  argument  yes- 
terday in  the  New  York  Federal 
Court  has  been  withdrawn  by  coun- 
sel for  Scophony,  Ltd. 


Stewart  to  Do  Narration 

Jimmy  Stewart  has  been  signed  by 
Carl  Krueger,  indie  producer,  to  do 
the  narration  for  William  Wyler's 
"Thunderbolt,"  Technicolor  feature 
to  be  released  by  Monogram.  The 
film  was  shot  by  Wyler  when  he  cov- 
ered the  Italian  campaign  for  the 
Army  Air  Forces. 
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STARS... 


0 


Exciting  DEANNA  DURBIN 

...Singing,  loving,  having  fun! 

Sensational  TOM  DRAKE 

...The  Screen's  new  romantic  star! 

Hilarious  WILLIAM  BENDIX 

...That  "Life  of  Riley"  favorite! 

Merry  Mad  ADOLPHE  MENJOU 

...A  riot  in  his  grandest  role! 


Deanna  ...  Singing  with 

her  heart  on  her  lips * 

as  only  she  can  sing  of 
love!  Hear  the  applause 
for  "It's  Dream  Time", 
"Sari  Waltz",  "Granada"! 


STORY... 


>v 


The  merriest  boy-girl  esca- 
pade in  years. ..spiced  with 
the  kind  of  romance  that 
makes  them  yell  for  more! 
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Protestant  Film  Com. 
To  Produce  7  This  Yr. 


J£ 


i  Continued  from  Page  1) 
pects  of  Bible  passage.     Fifth  serie 
will  be   correlated  to   curriculum   of 
International    Council    on    Religious 
Education. 

This  year's  schedule  will  include 
films  on  Christian  living,  Christian 
education  via  basic  values  in  the 
atomic  era,  church  school  teaching, 
basic  racial  and  religious  tolerance, 
missionary  recruitment  and  recruit- 
ment for  the  ministry,  Christianity 
in  China. 

The  PFC  was  organized  last  year 
by  national  boards  of  19  denomina- 
tions and  13  interdenominational 
agencies.  It  produces  documentaries 
for  distribution  to  churches,  clubs, 
schools,  and  encourages  the  industry 
in  production  of  positive  religious 
themes  and  champions  greater  depth 
and  freedom  of  expression  on  the 
screen. 


Rodgers  and  Aides  to 
Set  "Yearling"  Policy 


sales 


•Continued  from  Page   1) 
manager,  and  five  of  his  field 


sales  heads  and  a  number  of  home 
office  executives.  Other  forthcoming 
product  also  will  be  discussed  but 
emphasis  will  be  placed  on  "Year- 
ling," the  company's  contender  for 
the  Academy  Award. 

"The  Yearling"  is  currently  in  its 
sixth  week  at  the  Carthay  Circle  in 
Los  Angeles,  and  today  begins  its 
second  week  at  the  Music  Hall  after 
recording  a  blue  ribbon  gross  for 
the  first  seven  days.  The  midwest- 
ern  premiere,  to  be  held  at  the  State 
Lake,  Chicago,  has  been  deferred  for 
two  weeks  because  of  conditions  be- 
yond M-G-M's  control.  However, 
this  opening  will  have  a  special  cam- 
paign on  which  William  R.  Ferguson, 
exploitation  head,  and  five  of  his 
midwestern  representatives  are  now 
working.  Ferguson  already  has  made 
two  trips  to  the  Windy  City  for  con- 
ferences with  his  men  and  B.  &  K. 
advertising  and  publicity  executives, 
and  will  probably  make  another 
jaunt  before  premiere  time. 

Confabbing  with  Rodgers  in  Chi- 
cago on  "The  Yearling"  and  other 
company  business  will  be  Edward 
M.  Saunders  "and  Edwin  W.  Aaron, 
assistant  general  sales  managers; 
John  P.  Byrne,  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager, New  York;  John  J.  Maloney, 
Central  sales  head,  Pittsburgh;  John 
E.  Flynn,  Midwestern  sales  chief, 
Chicago;  Rudy  Berger,  Southern 
generalissimo,  New  Orleans,  and 
George  A.  Hickey,  West  Coast,  Los 
Angeles. 

Rodgers  plans  to  leave  Saturday 
for  Chicago  while  Saunders,  Aaron 
and  Byrne  will  depart  the  following 
day.  On  Tuesday  night,  the  M-G-M 
sales  chief  will  leave  Chicago  for  an 
indefinite  stay  on  the  Coast. 


Freedom  of  the  Movies" 

.  .  .  you  better  read  it 

•  Continued  from   Page  1) 

hibitor  in  Chicago,  in  Syracuse,  in  Dubuque  and  in  Blooming  Prairie,  Minn.  For  soonei 
or  later,  and  the  chances  are  it  will  be  the  former,  theater  operators  are  going  to  have 
Doctcr  Inglis'  proposals  and  conclusions  tossed  into  their  respective  faces  by  individuals 
and   groups. 

There  is,  being  candid  about  it,  a  suggestion  of  sorts  to  that  effect  both  by  Doctor 
Inglis  and  the  Commission  itself. 

Parenthetically,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  Commission,  financed  by  a  grant  made 
by  Time,  Inc.,  and  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  Inc.,  to  the  University  of  Chicago,  contents 
itself  with  a  fairly  moderate  six-point  statement  and  is  careful  to  point  out  that  'it 
does  not  undertake  to  pass  upon  the  proposals  or  conclusioas  of  Miss  Inglis  .but  presents 
them  for  public  discussion  and  the  serious  consideration  of  the  persons  and  agencies 
framing  policy  in   this  field." 

o 

DOTH  the  Commission  and  Doctor  Inglis,  research  assistant  to  its  director,  believe  the 
•^    public  should,  through  citizens'  committees  in  every  community,  and  through  a  na 
tional    advisory   board,    influence    the   c:ntent   of   films. 

With  admitted  emphasis  upon  the  moral  content  of  films,  for  it  is  Doctor  Inglis' 
thesis  that  "the  framework  and  administration  of  self-regulation  have  been  too  nar- 
rowly moralistic  and  too  closely  related  to  the  immediate  expediency  of  the  moti:n 
picture  industry. 

To  that  end,  she  and  the  Commission  would  have  a  national  advisory  board  "of 
distinguished  and  responsible  citizens"  representing  "diverse  elements,"  revamp  the 
present  production  and  advertising  codes  in  order  that  the  screen  may  "realize  its  full 
potentialities"  by  dealing  with — among  other  subjects — the  white  slave  trade,  venereal 
disease  and  miscegenation.  If  you  don't  believe  it,  see  page  186  of  "Freedom  of  the 
Movies." 

It  is  true  that  the  national  board  proposed  is  called  "advisory"  but  certain  of  its 
suggested  continuing  functions  are  hardly  advisory;  positive  action,  indeed,  is  indicated. 

o 

I  N  effect,  it  would  appear  that  what  is  advanced  by  the  Commission  and  Doctor  In- 
'  glis  is  the  establishment  of  a  "public"  agency  which  would  exercise  far  more  con- 
trol over  Hollywood  and  the  industry  generally  than  any  trade  organization  now  ex- 
isting. 

And  who,  you   ask,  would  appoint  the  board  and  confer  authority  upon   it? 

Well, — and  this  is  a  laugh! — another  super-body  envisioned  by  the  Commission,  "an 
'eency  on  freedom  of  th«  press." 

The  Commission  may  call  it  "self-regulation"  and  mean  it,  but  in  essence,  the 
modus  operandi  proposed  smacks  suspiciously  of  direct  film  censorship  by  an  unofficial 
body. 

And  if  the  Commission  feels  that  the  "realistic  code"  it  plugs  for  would  put  the 
damper  on  state  and  municipal  censor  boards,  it  is  naive,  to  say  the  least.  Rather,  it 
would  give  unmeasured   impetus  to  every  busybody  in   the  country. 

And  that's  one  essay  on  "Freedom  of  the  Movies."  There  may  be  another  later. 


Erlanger's  Trustee 
Sees  $980,000  Due 


Philadelphia  —  The  Pennsylvania 
company,  trustee  of  the  Erlanger 
Theater,  filed  a  motion  in  the  U.  S. 
District  Court  yesterday  asking 
leave  to  intervene  in  the  Goldman 
Theaters'  anti-trust  suit  against 
Loew's,  Inc.,  et  al,  stating  the 
amount  it  was  entitled  to  in  this 
second  suit  covering  the  pei'iod  from 
the  filing  of  the  first  suit  to  date 
under  a  percentage  of  profits  ar- 
rangement  was    $980,000. 

Stearn  in  Slow  Recovery 

Pittsburgh — Bert  M.  Stearn,  head 
of  Cooperative  Theater-  Service  and 
Film  Classics  here,  who  suffered  a 
heart  attack  while  driving  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Cleveland,  has  been 
removed  from  the  oxygen  tent  in 
which  he  was  confined  for  nine  days 
and  is  reported  slowly  recovering. 
He  is  in  Mount  Sinai  Hospital, 
Cleveland,  and  from  present  indica- 
tions it  will  be  two  or  three  months 
before  he  will  return  to  active  duty. 

E-L  Flack  Force  Upped 

Eagle-Lion  field  exploitation  force 
has  been  increased  to  12  with  en- 
gagement of  Richard  Owen  for 
Southwest  and  Vernon  Berg  for 
Northwest  territories. 


Milwaukee,  Minneapolis 
Theaters  File  Trust  Suits 


Chicago  —  Attorneys  Abraham 
Russell  and  John  Mulder  have  filed 
anti-trust  suits  in  Federal  Court  for 
Riverside  Operating  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
operators  of  the  Milwaukee  River- 
side Theater  from  1934  to  1941,  and 
Middle  States  Corp.  of  Delaware, 
former  operators  of  Minnesota  The- 
ater, Minneapolis,  for  a  short  period. 

The  Riverside  Theater  claims 
$1,750,000  damages  and  the  Minne- 
sota Theater  asks  $900,000. 

The  suit  is  filed  against  Fox,  Para- 
mount, Loew,  RKO,  Warners,  Co- 
lumbia and  Universal,  for  the  Rivei-- 
side  Theater,  and  in  the  Minnesota 
Theater  case  the  same  film  compa- 
nies are  mentioned  in  addition  to  the 
Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  and  sub- 
sidiary. 


Brodie  Tried  on  Monday 

Trial  of  Benjamin  Brodie  charged 
with  exhibiting  indecent  films  was 
adjourned  till  Monday.  After  a  spec- 
ial, screening  of  "Guilty  Parents," 
for  Special  Sessions  Justices  John 
V.  Flood,  Nathan  D.  Pexdman  and 
William  Farrell,  the  court  denied  the 
motion  of  Brodie's  attorney  that  the 
case  be  dismissed  because  the  film 
was  not  immoral.  Judges  decided  two 
to  one  that  the  case  be  postponed. 
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"Bedelia" 

with    Margaret   Lockwood,    Ian    Hunter 
Eagle-Lion  85  Mins 

CLEVERLY    BUILT    UP    CRIME    AND 
PUNISHMENT    DRAMA    WITH 
TWIST:   ABLY    PLAYED,    IT   ST, 
AS  A  GOOD  BET. 

Detectives  can  be  artists  when  it  suits. 
their  game.  That's  what  happens  herein. 
Primarily  the  tale  of  a  woman  with  a  Borgia 
complex,  and  an  unhealthy  subsurface  dis- 
like for  men,  the  story  mounts  to  an  un- 
usual climax  and  proves  itself  a  fine 
dramatic  offering  that  should  give  an  in- 
teresting account. 

Produced  in  England  by  Isadore  Gold- 
smith for  J.  Arthur  Rank,  the  production 
is  said  to  be  the  first  British  treatment  i 
primarily  aimed  for  the  American  market. 
In  handling,  direction  and  the  like,  it  will 
possibly  achieve  this  end.  The  screenplay 
is  based  on  a  novel  by  Vera  Caspary.  The 
book's  setting  is  the  U.  S.  It  has  been  trans- 
planted,   trans-Atlantically. 

Miss  Lockwood,  Ian  Hunter  and  Barry 
K.  Barnes  are  finished,  skilled  players.  In 
disposing  their  roles  in  "Bedelia"  they  ac- 
quit themselves  ably,  convincingly  enough. 
Weak  spots  in  the  casting  are  found  in  the 
support,  particularly  when  the  story  is 
played  out  in  France. 

In  the  beginning  Miss  Lockwood  and 
Hunter  are  honeymooning  in  southern 
France  when  Barnes  comes  on  the  scene 
and  indication  is  given  that  he  has  more 
than  mere  artistic  interest  in  Miss  Lock- 
wood.  Light  detective  work  on  Barnes  part 
grows  more  significant  as  he  becomes 
friendly  with  the  couple  and  makes  pre- 
liminary sketches  for  Miss  Lockwood's  por- 
trait. Soon  after  the  scene  shifts  to  Eng- 
land. Hunter  takes  Miss  Lockwood  to  his 
Yorkshire  home.  They  take  up  domesticity 
quite  happily  until  Christmas  rolls  around. 
Following  a  party  Hunter  is  taken  violently 
ill.  Barnes  and  a  doctor  soon  probe  into 
Hunter's  illness.  They  plan  for  his  safety. 
Anne  Crawford  brings  the  situation  to  a 
climax  and  on  recovering  Hunter  is  con- 
fronted with  Barnes'  theory  on  Miss  Lock- 
wood. 

Seems  she  has  been  married  three  or 
four  times  and  in  each  case  the  husband 
after  investing  heavily  in  insurance,  died 
That's  all  that  will  be  revealed  here.  The 
conclusion  is  intense  stuff  and  it  is  broughl 
off  intelligently  and  poignantly.  Women 
should   enjoy  this  show  tremendously. 

CAST:  Margaret  Lockwood,  Ian  Hunter,  Bar- 
ry K.  Barnes,  Anne  Crawford,  Beatrice  Varley 
Louise  Hampton,  Jill  Esmond,  Julien  Mitchell 
Vi  Stevens,  Kynaston  Reeves,  Olga  Lindo,  Johr 
Salew,    Barbara    Blair,    Daphne    Arthur. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  I.  G.  Goldsmith;  Direc 
tor.  Lance  Comfort;  Screenplay  by  Vera  Cas 
pary,  Herbert  Victor,  I.  Goldsmith;  Cameraman 
Frederick  A.  Young;  Film  Editor,  Michael  Tru 
man;  Art  Director,  Duncan  Sutherland;  A  Johr 
Corfield    production. 

DIRECTION,     Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,     Good 


Mersereau  Leg  Fractured;^ 
Target  for  Hit-Run  Car 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
struck  by  a  car  driven  by  a  hit-rui 
motorist  Tuesday  night  while  cross 
ing  the  street  after  leaving  a  bus 
He  was  enroute  to  his  apartment  oi 
E.  90th  St.  at  the  time. 

While  his  condition  is  reported  a: 
very  good,  Mersereau  will  be  hos 
pitalized  for  several  weeks. 
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ftolise  Sends  Tax        j  Little  Headline*: 

Extension  to  Senate 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Jontiime  to   be  burdened  with  a  20 
/>    jflfe admissions  tax   indefinitely. 
Rex     Aime  Forand,  D.,  R.  I.,  and 
ther   Democrats   charged    flatly   on 
i  he   House  floor  yesterday  that  the 
ulix  industry  and  others  affected  by 
the  high  excise  rates  are  being  vic- 
imized  in  order  to  permit  the  Re- 
■ublicans   to   make   good,   so  far  as 
possible,  on  their  pledge  to  cut  indi- 
vidual income  taxes. 

Although    it    is    generally    under- 

tood  that  the  entire  excise  tax  struc- 

■  ure  will  be  studied  this  year  by  the 

louse  Ways  and  Means  Committee, 

;here    is    nothing    definite    in     this 

ii  Jrection. 


JflCA  Demonstrates  Own 
3olor  to  Vie  with  CBS 


■  Princeton,  N.  J.  —  RCA  demon- 
strated its  answer  to  CBS's  sequen- 

ial  color  television  system  at  a 
Jipecial  hearing  before  the  Federal 
!']ommunications     Commission     held 

•esterday  at  the  Penn's  Neck  Com- 
munity Club. 

c  RCA  transmitted  color  tele  from 
tts  laboratories  about  one-half  mile 
ftway,  utilizing  an  all-electronic, 
-  imultaneous  system.  Also  demon- 
I  trated  was  a  simple  converter  that 
fvill  enable  present  black-and-white 

■  eceivers  currently  on  the  market  to 

■  eceive  color  video  broadcasts  in 
'  nonochrome,  thereby  eliminating  the 
Problem  of  obsolescence  of  existing 
Bets. 

'  Hearings  on  the  CBS  application 
lor  a  commercial  color  tele  license 
8*dll  be  resumed  by  the  Commission 
an  Washington  on  Feb.  10. 


-lodes  to  Eagle-Lion 
As  Weisfeldt's  Aide 


|  Jerome  Hodes,  for  many  years  as- 
sociated with  RKO  sales,  has  joined 
iiiagle-Lion  Films  as  assistant  to 
M.  J.  Weisfeldt,  E-L  special  sales 
rep. 


t' 

i  Frances  Klee,  50,  wife  of  the  late 
Vaudeville  star,  Mel  Klee,  died  here 

'esterday.  Surviving  are  sons, 
[Walter,  general  manager  of  Distin- 
guished    Pictures;     Lawrence,     and 

laughter,  Hope. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Cleveland,  O.  —  Leonard  Green- 
merger,  manager  of  the  Fairmount 
'Theater,  celebrated  the  arrival  of  a 
j'laughter  weighing  six  pounds,  three 
Stances  and  named  Ellen  Joy.  This 
*  yas  also  the  occasion  of  celebration 
or  Grandfather  Henry  Greenberger, 
fifncial  of  the  Community  Circuit  and 
tt  member  of  the  board  of  the  ITO 
;  >f  Ohio. 


DEAL  LOOKING  TO  DISTRIBUTION   of   Republic   product   in    16   mm.   versions   over- 
seas is  under   discussion    between   Rep.   and    Loew's-lnt'l,   it   was   learned   yesterday.    In- 
formed  sources,  however,  said   rumors  to   the  effect  that  35  mm.   product   was  also   in 
v.lved  in  the  deal  were  unfounded. 

• 
FINAL  SESSION  of  the  New  School's  course  "Visual  Aids  in   Publicity"   will  be   given 
tomorrow,  with  a  panel  of  specialists  participating  in  an  open  forum  discussion  on  public 
relations,   advertising,   production,   and   distribution.    William    Kruse,    United   World    vice 
president  will  speak  en   film   utilization. 

• 
CONTROL  OF  New  York  Central  Railroad  was  reported   last  night  to   have   passed  to 
Robert   R.   Young,   wh:se   film    interests   include    Eagle-Lion,    PRC   and    Pathe    Industries 
through   the   acquisition   of  some  300,000  shares   of    NYCR  stock. 

• 
SCREEN   PRODUCTION   TODAY   is   more   mature   and   selective   in   its   story   decisions 
and  at  the  same  time  is  freer  from  "cycles"  than  it  has  ever  been  in  its  history  and  the 
result  is  a  wider  variety  and   higher  standard  of  cinema   entertainment,  John  Stahl,   as- 
serted in  an  address  before  the  Hollywood  Citizens  League. 

• 
THE    1947    INTERNATIONAL    FILM    FESTIVAL   at    Brussels    will    open   June    1,   con- 
tinue thru  the  month. 

• 
CZECH  FILM   FESTIVAL  opens  in  the  New  Gallery,  London,   March  7  and  continues 
for  one  week. 

• 
SIRITZKY   INTERNATIONAL   will    have    17   French   films   ready   for   release   by   April. 
Eleven   pix  were   produced   by   Marcel    Pagnol,   writer-director-producer.   He   is   expected 
to  arrive  next  month  to  start  production  on  a  dual  lingo  Technicolor  pic. 

• 
THE    RIVERSIDE    THEATER,    Milwaukee,    antr-trust    suit,    filed    in    Chicago    Federal 
court,    has   been    assigned    to   Judge    Phillip   Sullivan    and    the    Minnesota    Theater    case, 
Minneapolis,  to  Judge  Michael  Igoe. 

• 
MAURICE  W.  SHULMAN,  owner  of  the  Rivoli  and  Webster  Theaters,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  has  started  action  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  an  attempt  to  override  a 
requirement  of  the  building  code  that  he  install  a  fire  alarm  system  in  his  theaters  in 
accordance  with  the  fire  chief's  specifications.  Shulman  claims  also  that  the  city's  re- 
fusal to  approve  a  system  he  wanted  to  install  was  "arbitrary,  unreasonable,  illegal  and 
in  abuse  of  discretion." 


Propose  U.  K.  Gov't 
Distribute  in  U.  S. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
hibitors  quota  starting  at  five  per 
cent  and  sliding  upward  as  produc- 
tion increases.  SA  urges  adoption 
of  separate  quotas  making  it  impos- 
sible for  British  films,  as  they  are 
at  present  to  be  registered  for  both 
renter  and  exhibitor  quotas.  It  would 
have  to  be  one  or  the  other. 

It  is  also  proposed  independent 
producers  should  be  entitled  to  call 
upon  the  U.  S.  and  Canadian  Gov- 
ernment-controlled distributor  organ- 
izations for  an  amount  equal  to  one- 
third  of  U.  K.  receipts. 


Eagle-Lion  to  Produce 
"Casanova"  in  Mexico 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Eagle-Lion  will  film 
"Captain  Casanova,"  which  will  star 
Arturo  DeCordova  at  the  Azteca 
Studios  in  Mexico  City,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  producer  Leonard  Picker, 
who  has  just  returned  from  Mexico 
City.  The  picture  due  to  start  in 
April  with  Picker  taking  a  crew  of 
18  from  here  to  supplement  Latin 
technicians  engaged  there.  The  pic- 
ture will  be  filmed  in  Spanish  and 
English  in  order  to  capitalize  on  De- 
Cordova's  popularity  in  the  Latin 
country. 


County  by  County 
Censorship  in  Ind.! 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
bar  the  showing  of  movies  which  are 
immoral  or  portrav  notorious  crim- 
inals was  introduced  by  Rep.  Wayne 
O.  Adams  of  Indianapolis.  The  county 
censorship  board  would  have  author- 
ity to  review  movies  of  questionable 
morality  when  petitioned  to  do  so  by 
at  least  10  citizens. 

The  theater  violating  the  board's 
order  could  be  fined  up  to  $1,000. 
Each  of  the  board  members  would 
be  appointed  by  the  county's  circuit 
judge  to  serve  a  four-year  term. 


K-M  TA  Will  Start 
Regionals  on  March  10 


Kansas  City — Beginning  March  10, 
Kansas  -  Missouri  Theater  Associa- 
tion will  hold  a  series  of  regionals 
in  the  exchange  area.  The  schedule 
follows: 

March  10,  Abilene,  Kan.,  host  Ho- 
mer Strowig;  March  11,  Wakeeney, 
Kan.,  host,  C.  B.  Kelly;  March  12, 
Dodge  City,  Kan.,  host,  B.  F.  Adcock, 
manager  of  Fox  theaters;  March  13, 
Wichita,  Kan.,  hostess,  Mrs.  T.  H. 
Slothower;  March  14,  Independence, 
Kan.,  host,  Bill  Wagner;  March  25, 
Hamilton,  Mo.,  host,  Harry  Till; 
March  26,  Appleton  City  or  Osceola, 
Mo.,  host,  Chet  Borg;  March  27, 
Neocho,  Mo.,  host,  Harley  Fryer. 


Walsh  Says  IA  Has 
Upper  Hand  in  Strike 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
hand  in  the  dispute  with  the  rival 
Conference  of  Studio  Unions,  in  that 
the  IATSE  men  are  working  and 
holding  down  the  jobs  in  question. 
The  CSU,  he  said,  mostly  AFL  car- 
penters   and    electrical    groups,    are 

Organization  drive  to  sign  up  16 
and  35  mm.  commercial  motion  pic- 
ture photographers  in  the  state  of 
Washington  and  Oregon  was 
launched  coincident  with  the  IA  ex- 
ecutive meeting  Further  plans  will 
be  laid  before  the  board  now  1n 
session. 


still  picketing  but  not  in  the  militant 
fashion  of  several  weeks  ago. 

Walsh  said  he  understood  latest 
proposal  from  the  CSU  was  that  the 
matter  be  put  to  international  offi- 
cers of  the  unions  concerned  for 
settlement.  "The  question  then,"  he 
said,  "is  what  to  do  with  our  men 
who  are  working  in  those  jobs  now. 
Our  people  have  the  jobs  and  are  go- 
ing to  keep  them.  We  are  not  going 
to  put  a  lot  of  our  people  out  of 
work." 

The  banquet  began  at  12:30  o'clock 
in  order  that  late  shift  projection- 
ists might  attend. 


Walsh  Saw  Keenan  in  Chi.; 
Discussed  Studio  Dispute 

Chicago — Prior  to  departure  for 
Germany,  Joseph  Keenan  stated  he 
met  Richard  F.  Walsh,  IA  prexy, 
last  week.  Latter  was  in  accord 
with  Keenan  ideas  on  settlement  of 
studio  dispute.  Keenan  said  he 
would  not  accept  the  labor  "czar" 
post  unless  CSU  and  IA  agree  to 
abide  by  his  decisions. 

Pave  Way  for  Ticket 
Taxes  in  Va.  Cities 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
amusement  tax  in  certain  munici- 
palities. The  places  affected  by  the 
legislative  action  are  South  Norfolk, 
Suffolk,  Lynchburg,  Petersburg, 
Hopewell   and   Portsmouth. 

It  is  regarded  as  certain  that  there 
will  be  stiff  opposition  in  the  locali- 
ties to  the  amusement  tax  before 
ordinances  can  be  adopted  to  put  it 
into  effect. 

The  proposed  10  per  cent  amuse- 
ment tax  for  Richmond  has  been  so 
vigorously  opposed  as  to  make  it 
remote  for  possible  further  consid- 
eration or  adoption. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Kurtz-Lasky 

Beverly  Kurtz  will  be  married  to 
Irwin  Lasky  on  Sunday  at  the  Linden 
Heights  Center,  Brooklyn.  The  bride 
is  secretary  to  Earl  Wingart  of  20th- 
Fox  publicity  department. 


On  the  street 
where  anything 

can  happen... one 
wonderful  night... 

EVERYTHING  DID! 
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NATKE  Prexy  Backs  MP  A  A  on  Quota  Extension 


Mo  Time  to  Enter  into  Con- 
roversy  with  America, 
Tom  O'Brien  Tells  Union 


London  (By  Cable) — Tom  O'Brien, 
\L.  P.,  general  secretary  of  the 
\TATKE  and  generally  regarded  as 
:he  foremost  union  leader  in  the 
British  film  industry,  tossed  a  veri- 
;able  bombshell  into  the  hectic  Brit- 
ish quota  situation  here  by  going  all 
out  for  Eric  A.  Johnston's  proposal 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Selznick's  "Jenny" 
To  be  Filmed  in  N.  Y 


David  0.  Selznick  will  send  "Por- 
trait of  Jenny,"  co-starring  Jennifer 
Jones  and  Joseph  Gotten,  into  pro- 
duction in  New  York  on  Feb.  10  and 
will  film  the  pic  wholly  in  this  city, 
SRO  announced  here  last  night. 

Interiors  will  be  made  in  the  new 
Pathe  Studios,  with  David  Hemp- 
stead producing  and  William  Die- 
i  Continued  on  Page  8) 

Expect  Senate  Approval 

On  French  Tax  Treaty 



Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  A  Senate  sub-com- 
mittee yesterday  began  consideration 
of  a  double  taxation  treaty  with 
France,  backed  in  principle  by 
MPAA.  For  the  first  time,  the  treaty 
|includes  specific  mention  of  motion 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


School  Kids  Fight 
Theater  Vandalism 

Dubuque,  la. — An  organized  move 
among  public  and  parochial  school 
children  themselves  to  curb  van- 
dalism in  theaters  and  other  juvenile 
delinquency  problems  is  underway  at 
Dubuque. 

At  an  organization  meeting  which 
was  held  at  the  Avon  Theater,  it 
was  decided  by  the  youths  to  organ- 
ize a  committee  in  each  school  to 
work  on  the  program  and  also  a  city- 
wide  co-ordinating  committee  com- 
posed of  members  from  the  individual 
schools. 


Editorial 


Doctor  Inglis  on  Criticism 

.  .  .  and  a  tew  words  in  reply 

—  By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN  = 


^NF  the  several  curious,  shall  we  say,  aspects  of  Dr.  Ruth  A.  Inglis'  critique  of  the  film 
^^  industry,  published  by  the  Commission  on  Freedom  of  the  Press  under  the  intriguing 
title,  "Freedom  of  the  Movies,"  none  is  more  so,  surely,  than  those  paragraphs  in  which 
the  Commission's  research  assistant  discusses  the  state  of  motion  picture  criticism  and 
reviewing  in  these  United  States. 

The  subject  comes  up  as  Doctor  Inglis  applies  herself  to  the  problem  of  "raising 
the  level  of  public  taste,"  and  you  may,  indeed,  should,  read  the  paragraphs  in  full,  as 
found  on  pages  198-200  of  the  volume,  published  by  the  University  of  Chicago  and 
priced  at  $3. 

As  a  text,  Doctor  Inglis  provides  these  two  flat  statements:  "The  constructive  and 
helpful  role  of  criticism  seems  not  to  be  understood  by  the  motion  picture  industry.  It 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


House  Will  Get 
i-Ascap  Measure 


Indianapolis,  Ind.  —  Groups  exact- 
ing royalties  on  each  playing  of  copy- 
righted musical  numbers  are  targets 
of  a  strong  regulatory  bill  prepared 
for  introduction  in  the  Indiana  House 
of  Representatives. 

Calling  for  a  licensing  of  persons 

or  groups  issuing  licenses  or  other 

agreements  for  the  public  rendition 

of  copyrighted  music,  it  not  only  re- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 

"Dimes"  Collections  Show 
Increases  Over  1946 


ATA  Will  Participate 
n  Parley  on  Forum 


Robert  W.  Coyne,  executive  direc- 
tor of  the  American  Theaters  Associ- 
ation, said  yesterday  that  the  ATA 
will  be  happy  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion of  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA 
head,  to  participate  in  discussing  the 
formation  of  a  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
try Forum  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Coast  Dispute  Not  On 
Miami  Agenda  of  AFL 


With    the    returns    incomplete, 

March  of  Dimes  collections  in  more 

than  7,00  theaters  show  substantial 

increases  over  1946,  announced  Emil 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


_  Miami — Current  coast  studio  juris- 
dictional dispute  will  not  be  dis- 
cussed here  during  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  The  Film 
Daily  was  told  yesterday  by  William 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


400  Foreign-Language  Houses 

375  Showing  Spanish,  Mexican  Programs 


February  Hearings  for 
Mass.  Industry  Bills 

Boston — Hearings  on  two  House 
industry  bills  will  be  held  in  early 
February.  The  first  is  House  Bill  No. 
760,  the  petition  of  Francis  McCar- 
thy and  Thomas  Gray,  relative  to  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


More  than  400  theaters  across  the 
country  now  show  foreign  language 
films  either  as  a  permanent  policy 
or  frequently  enough  to  classify  as 
outlets  for  such  pix,  according  to  a 
survey  just  completed. 

Approximately  315  houses,  mostly 
in  the  Southwest,  show  Spanish  and 
Mexican  films  at  least  twice  a  week. 
(Continued  on   Page   13) 


Compares  with  H'wood's 
Outlay  of  $152,000,000  in 
1937  for  548  Feature  Pix 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Confident  Hollywood, 
undaunted  in  the  face  of  a  wide  vari- 
ety of  challenging  problems  that  re- 
flect domestic  economic  stresses,  in- 
ternational rivalries,  radical  changes 
in  long  established  trade  practices 
and  further  pioneering  moves  in  re- 
lated industry  fields,  will  take  the 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 

Para.  Will  Appeal 
To  Supreme  Court 

An  authoritative  spokesman  re- 
vealed to  The  Film  Daily  yesterday 
that  Paramount  would  definitely  ap- 
peal to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  the 
decree  of  the  New  York  Federal 
Court  in  the  Government's  motion 
picture  anti-trust  suit. 

Although  counsel  for  the  Big  Five 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Urge  Continued  Controls 
On  Commercial  Bldg. 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington — Continued   stiff  con- 
trols    on     commercial     construction 
were   recommended   yesterday  by   a 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Jachson  Parh  Case 
May  Be  in  Apr.  Session 

Chicago — Pointing  to  a  thrashing 
out  of  the  Jackson  Park  anti-trust 
case  in  April,  was  the  fact  that 
Myles  Seeley,  film  distributors'  at- 
torney, reported  the  filing  of  the  case 
record  yesterday  with  Appellate 
Court.  Printers  will  have  record 
ready  in  20  days  which  will  bring  case 
before  the  Appeal  Court  at  the  April 
session. 

He  will  also  appeal  Judge  Michael 
Igoe's  decision  affecting  Jackson 
Park  theater  demand  for  day  and 
date  film  release  with  Warners'  Jeff- 
rey theater  and  playing  ahead  of  B 
&  K  Maryland  theater;  and  other 
conclusions. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 
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Tom  Reynolds  Passes 

London  (Via  Cable)  —  Tom  Rey- 
nolds, 67,  prominent  British  theater 
operator,  died  at  his  home  in  Hen- 
ley-on-Thames. 


comma  add  going 


WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  will  leave 
tomorrow  for  Chicago.  After  a  few  days  in  the 
Windy  City  he  will  entrain  for  the  Coast. 

DAVID  D.  HORNE,  assistant  treasurer  of 
Monogram  International  Corporation,  is  in  Mex- 
ico City  from   New  York. 

CARL  LESERMAN  heads  for  New  York  from 
the  Coast  at  the  week-end  and  will  sail  shortly 
for  Europe. 

JOHN  S.  ALLEN,  M-G-M  district  manager  with 
headquarters  in  Washington,  arrives  today  for 
home  office  conferences. 

FRANCES  GIFFORD,  left  for  the  Coast  yes- 
terday after  vacationing  here  the  past  two 
weeks. 

JOE  PASTERNAK  entrains  for  Washington 
today,  returning  over  the  week-end. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  of  M-G-M's  publicity  de- 
partment,  is   in  Washington   for   a   few   days. 

DONNA  REED  arrives  from  the  Coast  Sun- 
day for  a   brief  vacation. 

TED  MORRIS,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity  de- 
partment, is  due  from  the  Coast  Sunday  in 
connection  with  a  special  assignment  on  "The 
Yearling."  He  plans  to  remain  about  two 
weeks  and  then  go  to   Chicago. 

HAROLD  RUSSELL,  starred  in  "Best  Years," 
and  his  wife,  guests  of  RKO  publicity  dept., 
left  Chicago  last  night  for  Hollywood  to  ac- 
cept Look  magazine  award  for  work  in  Gold- 
wyn    film. 

FRANK   CAPRA  visiting  friends   in   Chicago. 

LAWRENCE  TIERNEY,  after  p.a.  at  Chicago's 
Palace  Theater,  left  for  Milwaukee  and  other 
p.a.   stints. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  plans  to  leave  New 
York   on   Sunday  for  the  Coast. 

WALTER  BROOKS,  of  Metro,  goes  to  Wash- 
ington   today,    returning    on    Monday. 

MORTON  A.  SPRING,  Loew-lnternational  vice- 
president,  left  with  his  wife  yesterday  for  Cali- 
fornia where  he  will  vacation  and  confer  with 
studio   execs. 

CLAY  V.  HAKE,  Paramount's  representative 
for  South  Africa,  will  leave  New  York  by  boat 
today  for  his  headquarters  in  Johannesburg. 

WILLIAM  FRIEDBERG  has  returned  to  New 
York  by  plane  from  Paris  after  a  two-week 
stay  in  the  French  capital. 

EDGAR  J.  DOOB,  manager,  Loew's  Aldine, 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  MRS.  DOOB,  have  re- 
turned from  New  York  where  they  celebrated 
their    27th    wedding    anniversary. 


Metro  Will  Tradeshow 
Five  In  Next  2  Months 


M-G-M  will  tradeshow  five  pic- 
tures during  February  and  March. 
Three  will  be  screened  for  exhibitors 
in  all  areas  in  February,  namely, 
"The  Arnelo  Affair"  on  Feb.  13; 
"Undercover  Maisie"  and  "It  Hap- 
pened in  Brooklyn"  on  February  28. 
The  two  to  be  shown  next  month 
will  be  "High  Barbaree"  and  "Cyn- 
thia's Secret,"  which  are  scheduled 
for  March  11.  No  release  dates  have 
been  set  on  any  of  the  pix. 

Portsmouth's  Council 
Okays  "The  Outlaw" 

Portsmonth,  N.  H. — After  a  pri- 
vate showing  for  the  Citv  Council, 
clergy,  press  and  civic  officials,  the 
Council refusedto  ban  the  NewHamp- 
shire  premiere  of  "The  Outlaw"  at 
the  Civic. 

At  the  request  of  Mayor  Mary 
Dondero,  however,  Don  Kin?,  the- 
ater manager,  announced  that  no 
tickets  would  be  sold  to  children 
under  16. 

Simultaneously,  the  Rev.  Denis  P. 
Downey  of  the  Church  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception  olaced  the  the- 
ater out  of  bounds  for  his  oarish- 
ioners  and  assailed  the  City  Council 
for  not  banning  the  film. 


HERMAN  GOLDBERG,  purchasing  agent  and 
supervisor  of  maintenance  for  Warners'  ex- 
changes, returned  to  New  York  yesterday  from 
a   three-week  tour  of  Midwest  branches. 

ARTHUR  SHIELDS,  following  completion  of  a 
featured  role  in  RKO  Radio's  "Seven  Keys  to 
Baldpate,"  has  come  East  to  direct  the  new 
Eugene  O'Neill  play,  "Moon  for  the  Misbe- 
gotten" for  the   Theater  Guild. 

BARNEY  GERARD  is  in  Chicago,  handling 
special  promotions  for  the  Midwest  premiere 
of  "Bringing   Up   Father"  on   Feb.  6. 

HENRY  W.  KAHN,  vee-pee  and  general  man- 
ager of  Sherover  Enterprises,  arrived  by  plane 
in  London  yesterday.  In  his  three-month  tour 
of  Europe,  Kahn  hopes  to  set  up  a  distribution 
system  for  release  of  American  pix. 

V1VECA  LINDFORS  was  given  a  huge  home- 
coming ovation  at  the  airport  yesterday.  She 
will  remain  in  Stockholm  for  several  weeks, 
visiting  family  and  friends,  and  then  return 
to   WB   studios   in   Hollywood. 

STEWART  CHANEY,  fully  recovered  from  his 
serious  automobile  accident  in  California,  is 
back  again  in  New  York. 

EUNICE  LEVIN,  executive  assistant  to  Rich- 
ard H.  Roffman,  radio  and  film  tieup  adver- 
tising director  of  Traubee  Time-Saver  Products 
Co.,  of  Brooklyn,  has  returned  from  a  four-day 
trip  to  Washington. 

MILTON  LEWIS,  of  the  Paramount  studio 
talent  department,  is  due  back  in  Hollywood 
from   New  York  today. 

EDWARD  L.  HYMAN,  vice-president  of  Para- 
mount Theaters  Service  Corporation,  and  JERRY 
ZIGMOND,  Paramount  executive,  have  returned 
from   Cincinnati. 

R.  K.  HAWKINSON,  RKO  assistant  foreign 
manager,  has  returned  to  his  desk  from  Mexico 
City. 

SID  BLUMENSTOCK,  of  20th-Fox,  left  for 
Chicago  yesterday. 


Agfa's  Color  Process 
To  be  Used  in  U.  S.? 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Top  Government  of- 
ficials last  night  were  scheduled  to 
view  a  special  screening  of  a  cap- 
tured German  film  using  the  Agfa 
color  film  process.  While  officials 
denied  that  moves  were  under  way  to 
begin  widespread  use  of  the  new 
color  process,  it  is  thought  here  that 
such  moves  are  contemplated.  The 
film,  a  German  musical  comedy, 
"Girl  of  My  Dreams,"  will  be 
screened  by  the  Commerce  Depart- 
ment's office  of  technical  services. 


Technicolor  Catching  Up 
With  Prints  of  "Margie" 


Minneapolis — Staggered    bookings 
on    "Margie"    are    expected    to    be 

almost  completely  eliminated  by  the 
middle  of  February  as  the  Techni- 
color laboratory  expects  to  have  suf- 
ficient prints  available  for  the  Min- 
neapolis film  zone,  M.  A.  Levy,  20th- 
Fox  district  manager,  has  disclosed. 


Mr.  Exhibitor:  Investigate! 
Filmock's  NEW  Prevue  Trait. , 
er  Service  before  tignmf  any 
trailer  contracts.  Write,  we 
•r   pbooe    Filmecfc  1327  S. 
We***,  Ckraago  5,  IE  m 


Dept.  of  Commerce  Reports 
On  New  Pic  Color  Process; 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   VAlL'i 

Washington  —  A   new  report   de- 
scribing the  technique  of  the  Dux- 
ochrome  color  process  developed  i:! 
Germany    is   to   be   announced   thi=j 
morning  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce. 

No  other  three-point  metho; 
"seems  to  have  reached  the  a'-^tio 
values  achieved  by  the  DuxoC^'  ne 
process"  according  to  its  auAor, 
Richard  Banger. 

Ranger  holds  that  although  mul-j 
tilayer  processes  will  eventuallj 
dominate  the  separation  processes 
used,  Duxochrome  "may  well  con- 
tinue to  have  a  most  useful  placf 
in  producing  desired  color  effects.' 

The  report  (PB-44657;  Duxo 
chrome  photo  color  prints)  is  avail 
able  in  photostats  for  $4  and  ii 
microfilm  for  $2  from  Office  of  Tech 
nical  Services,  Dept.  of  Commerce 
Washington. 


Femmes  in  Charge  of 
Tub  Thumpers  Meeting 

Boston — The  January  meeting  ol 
Tub  No.  1  of  the  Tub  Thumpers  ol 
America,  Inc.  today  at  Hotel  Somerj 
set,  will  be  under  the  auspice  1 
of  its  femme  members  with  Mariaj 
Houlihan  of  Station  WEEI  the  ger 
eral  chairman.  Peggy  Doyle,  of  thj 
Boston  American,  is  in  charge  of  thj 
entertainment  which  will  include  SuJ 
Ryan,  RKO;  Betty  Kean  from  "Cat 
Me  Mister";  Jimmy  Savo,  playing  a| 
the  Bradford  Roof;  Phil  Reaganf 
singing  at  the  Copley-Plaza  ani 
Rannv  Weeks,  ork  leader  at  th 
Hotel"  Statler. 


Pittsburgh  Regional 
Held  for  Greek  Drive 


Pittsburgh — Starting  the  ball  rol 
ling  here  on  behalf  of  the  Industr; 
Appeal  for  Greek  War  Orphan- 
honoring  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  th 
Paramount  Exchange  held  the  firs 
of  a  series  of  regional  meets,  pre 
sided  over  by  RKO  Radio's  exchang 
manager,  Morris  Lefko,  as  distrir 
chairman. 

Also  present  were:  Morris  Finke! 
prexy  of  ATO  of  Western  Pa.,  an- 
exhib.  co-chairman  with  Moe  Silvei 
Warners  zone  manager,  who  helpeJ 
outline  the  drive  strategy  which  bej 
gins  March  8  for  one  month. 
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BUT  A  HAUNTING  HUNGE 


MADE  HER  LIE,  CHEAT, 


STEAL.  WHY?  .  .  . 


.  .  PENETRATING 
ALL  AMERICA  WITH 
FULL-PAGE  BLACK  AND  WHITE  ADS 

IN  ALL  THE  IMPORTANT 
WEEKLY  AND  MONTHLY  MAGAZINES,  AND  WITH 
FOUR-COLOR  ADS  IN  THE  MAGAZINE  SECTIONS  OR 
SUPPLEMENTS  OF  75  BIG  SUNDAY  NEWSPAPERS 
...  A  TOTAL  OF 


LIST  INCLUDES: 


LIFE,  SATURDAY  EVENING  POST, 
LOOK,  COLLIER'S,  LIBERTY, 

WOMAN'S  HOME  COMPANION,  LADIES' HOME  JOURNAL, 
McCALL'S,  AMERICAN,  PIC,  COSMOPOLITAN,  TRUE, 

TRUE  CONFESSIONS,  TRUE  STORY,  REDBOOK,  FAN  LIST, 
AMERICAN  WEEKLY,  PARADE,  THIS  WEEK, 
INDEPENDENT  SECTIONS 


WJft  THE  WKESr  Wi  Wmmmffi  m  MOW  Mulfc  \m !/ 
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"Dimes"  Collections 
Run  Ahead  of  1946 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
C.  Jensen,  director  of  the  drive's  mo- 
tion picture  division. 

Because  of  the  mountainous  detail 
insalved  in  the  computations,  an- 
iVOcements  of  contest  winners  will 
be-  delayed  until  mid  -  February. 
Prizes  will  be  awarded  to:  1)  man- 
agers whose   theaters   bring   in   the 

President  Truman  last  night  closed 
the  two-week  March  of  Dimes  drive 
with  a  radio  address  praising  the 
effort.  The  Chief  Executive  spoke 
from  the  White  House  as  part 
of  a  30-minute  radio  program  orig- 
inating in  Hollywood.  All  of  Wash- 
ington's 60  theaters  conducted  audi- 
ence collections. 

biggest  per  seat  contributions;  2) 
managers  whose  theaters  show  the 
largest  percentage  increases  in  con- 
tributions over  the  previous  year. 

Jack  Alicoate,  publisher  of  The 
Film  Daily,  is  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  judges.  They  will  de- 
termine who  will  get  the  40  prizes. 

First  two  exhibitors  to  report 
their  1947  collections  were  Fred 
Good  of  the  La-Nar  Theater,  Lanark, 
111.,  and  Mack  Gilmore  of  the  Com- 
munity Theater,  Dedham,  Mass.  Col. 
M.  V.  O'Shea  of  Eosemarie,  confec- 
tioners, donated  gift  boxes  of  choco- 
lates to  Good  and  Gilmore  for  their 
promptness. 


Hoffman  on  N.  Y.  U.  Staff 

Michael  Zala,  director  of  the 
course  in  motion  picture  theater  man- 

I  agement,  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation,  given  at  New  York  Uni- 
versity, announces  the  appointment 
of  George  Hoffman,  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity  for  Arthur 
Mayer's  Rialto  Theater,  to  the  fac- 
ulty.   Hoffman   will   take   over   the 

I  classes  in  advertising,  publicity  and 
exploitation. 


< 


SEN)  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Jan.  31 

James   Boyle  Tallulah  Bankhead 

Donald   MacLeod  Eddie  Cantor 

Richard  C.  Patterson,  Jr. 


Feb. 
Gene  Sheldon 
Marie  (Pat)  Donahoe 
Franciska  Gaal 
George   Pal 
Garret  Van  Wagner 
Nancy 
Feb, 
Frank  Zucker 
Ralph  Ceder 
Hyman  Silverman 

Burton  Lane 
Bonita  Granville 
L.  W.  McClintock 
S.   Z. 


1 

Clark   Gable 

Helen   Chandler 

Maxwell  A.  Silver 

Harold   Rodner 

Ernest   Hilliard 

Gates 

2 

Benny    Rubin 
Frank  Albertson 

Bobby    North 

Seymour   Burns 

Molly  Malone 

Ethel   Doherty 

Sakall 


Week-end  Report 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Maurice  A.  Bergman,  Universal's  Eastern 
ad-publicity  chief,  not  only  was  severely  bruised  when  tossed  by  a 
horse  in  'Frisco,  but  sustained  a  chipped  hip  bone,  which  will  require 
wearing  of  a  cast  for  several  weeks Maurice  is  expected  to  re- 
turn to  Universal  City  today  from  the  Golden  Gate,  and  on  Tuesday 
will  leave  for  New  York,  accompanying  John  Joseph,  U's  national  di- 
rector of  publicity  and  advertising Joseph   stops  over  in  Chicago 

to  address  a  sales  meeting  there  Feb.  7-8,  and  then  comes  on  to  New 
York  for  the  third  regional  meeting  on  the  14th-15th.  ...  •  Monogram 
will  precede  a  preview  Tuesday  of  "It  Happened  On  Fifth  Avenue"  with 

cocktails    and    dinner    on     that    thoroughfare The     place.     Hotel 

Brevoort's  Crystal  Room.  ...  •  J.  Arthur  Rank's  George  Archibald, 
now  on  this  side,  said  something,  when  he  observed  in  Boston  this  week 
that  films  must  be  national  in  content,  and  that  the  more  national  they 
are  the  more  they  will  reflect  the  spirit  of  a  people,  and  thus  make  for 
better  understanding  between  countries.  ...  •  If  British  producers 
want  to  make  a  fatal  mistake,  let  them  ape  Hollywood The  imita- 
tion never  can  equal  the  real  thing 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  CHAPTER  TWO:  The  vital  informative  service  provided  by 
the  industry  press  to  filmdom  is  sharply  pointed  up  anew  by  the  fact 
that  it  was  not  until  yesterday  that  the  metropolitan  dailies  finally  re- 
ported from  London  the  quota  demands  of  the  Film  Industry  Employes 
Council You  read  them  exclusively  Tuesday  in  Your  Favorite  In- 
dustry Newspaper And  the  dailies  yesterday  went  off  on  a  tangent 

in  surmising  that  the  demands  stemmed  from  the  Warners-ABP  produc- 
tion deal 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  ODDS  7*'  ENDS:  That  rumored  Hollywood  version  of  Ib- 
sen's "Doll  House,"  by  the  New  York  Theater  Guild,  remains  a  rumor. 

•  Mexican  president  Aleman  was  left  waiting  at  the  gate  last  Monday 
when  the  Austin-visiting  Hollywood — Eagle-Lion  "It's  A  Joke,  Son"  con- 
tingent pulled  into  the  station  for  the  premiere,  and  received  an  ovation 
by  the  waiting  Mexican  Navy  Band,  who  got  signals  mixed  and  mis- 
took the  Hollywood  group  for  the  President's Tardy  prexy,  arriving 

minutes  too  late,  caught  the  tail  end  of  the  procession  as  they  gaily 
marched  down  the  main   stem,  and   Austin   crowds  got    a   two-for-one 

show.  ...     •   They're  still  handing  out  those  titles A  committee 

of  Powers  models,  at  a  "21"  cocktail  party  yesterday,  crowned  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Holden  as  "Mr.  Typical  American  of  1947"  .... 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  If  you've  ever  been  a  bee's  target,  you'll 
appreciate  the  import  of  that  descriptive  phrase:  "the  girl  with  the 
bee-stung  lips,"  applied  to  Audrey  Totter  in  Capitol  Theater  ads  for 
"Lady  in  The  Lake.".  .  .  •  Didja  know  that  RKO  shortly  will  add  a 
new  series  to  its  short  subjects  program?  ...  •  "The  Outlaw,"  play- 
ing six  Fort  Worth  nabes  simultaneously,  rang  up  a  gross  of  more 
than  $21,500  in  three  days.  ...  •  Charlotte  Parker  and  Mel  Strauss 
have  joined  SRO's  home  oflice  publicity  department,  the  former  to  aid 
Ted  Baldwin,  exploitation  manager,  and  the  latter  to  be  Eastern  co- 
ordinator on  foreign  publicity.  .  .  .  •  Brig.  Gen.  John  Reed  Kil- 
patrick,  Madison  Square  Garden's  prexy,  has  accepted  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  New  York  City  Cancer  Committee's  April  campaign  to 
raise  $1,300,000,  for  cancer  control.  .  .  .  •  That  London  charity 
premiere  of  Sam  Goldwyn's  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  is  a  size- 
able feather  in  the  cap  of  Dave  Gelding,  ex-FILM  DAILY  staffer,  now 

in  England  for  Goldwyn It  isn't  every  p.a.  who  can  break  a  story 

from  No.    10   Downing   St 

▼       t  "     m 


NATKE  Prexy  Backs 
MPAA  Quota  Proposal 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 
that  the  present  Quota  Act  be  ex- 
tended for  one  year. 

At  the  same  time,  O'Brien  backed 
the  MPAA  president's  plan  for  the 
establishment  of  an  International 
Film  Council. 

O'Brien,  who  visited  the  U.  S.  last 
year,  his  itinerary  taking  him  from 
New  York  to  the  IATSE  convention 
in  Chicago  and  thence  to  Hollywood, 
made  his  position  known  at  the 
NATKE  annual  dinner  here. 

Asserting  that  the  British  industry 
spoke  with  seven  or  eight  conflicting 
voices — an  obvious  reference  to  the 
divergent  quota  legislative  proposals 
which  various  industry  groups  have 
filed  with  the  Board  of  Trade, 
O'Brien  declared  bluntly: 

"Before  we  can  put  Hollywood 

in  order,  we  should  first  be  in  the 

position  to  say  what  we   agree 

amongst  ourselves   is  the  right 

thing  for  Britain. 

"Hollywood  is  united,  we  are 

not. 

"This  is  not  the  time  to  enter 

into  controversy  with  America, 

or  America  with  us." 

O'Brien  emphasized  that  studio 
workers  here  would  not  get  their 
work  on  American  screens  by  force 
but  only  by  good  will. 

A  trade  union  member  for  more 
than  a  quarter  century,  O'Brien  is 
a  member  of  the  TUC  General  Coun- 
cil, a  past  president  of  the  Workers' 
Film  Association,  a  member  of  the 
British  Films  Council  and  president 
of  both  the  Federation  of  Theater 
Unions  and  president  of  the  Film 
Industry  Employes'  Council. 

The  latter's  recommendations  for 
new  Quota  legislation,  reported  ex- 
clusively in  a  Film  Daily  cabled 
story  on  Tuesday,  made  no  mention 
of  the  year's  extension  of  present 
Act  but  called  instead  for  increased 
quotas  and  socialization  of  a  part  of 
the  British  industry. 

The  latter  earlier  had  been  pro- 
posed by  a  sub-committee  of  the 
Parliamentary  Labour  Party  on 
which  O'Brien  served. 


Cagney  Signs  Koster 

W est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Henry  Koster  has 

been     signed     by    William    Cagney 

Prod,  to  direct  "The  Time  of  Your 

Life,"  Saroyan  play. 


SICK  LIST 


SAM  ROCCO,  veteran  Newell,  Pa.  show- 
man, has  retired  from  active  operation  of 
the  Newell  Theater,  because  of  poor  health. 
The  house  is  now  being  operated  by  C.  D. 
Weiser,  who  also  has  the  Sky  Theater  in 
Altoona,  Pa. 

TED  TOD,  formerly  with  Vanguard  Films 
publicity,  Chicago,  in  Arizona  for  his  health. 

FRANK  MANTZKE,  head  of  a  Minne- 
apolis buying  combine,  is  recuperating  at 
home  after  hospitalization. 


1W 
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Buffalo  Rivoli  Suit 
Stresses  Clearance 


Buffalo — Claiming  it  is  unable  to 
get  the  same  "clearance"  on  first-run 
pictures  enjoyed  before  Shea  operat- 
ing interests  took  over  its  nearestcom- 
petitor,  the  Rivoli  Operating  Corpo- 
ration appealed  to  Federal  Court 
yesterday  for  an  injunction  against 
current  practices. 

In  the  same  complaint,  the  Rivoli 
Corp.  asked  the  Court  to  grant  a 
jury  trial  of  its  request  for  $1,200,000 
in  damages,  composed  of  three  times 
an  alleged  net  loss  of  $400,000  suf- 
fered through  the  operation  of  a 
"continuous  conspiracy." 

The  suit  names  as  defendants  nine 
leading  producing  and  distributing 
corporations  besides  two  Buffalo 
corporations,  Buffalo  Theater,  Inc., 
which  operates  the  Shea  Theaters, 
and  Broadrose  Corp.,  which  operates 
the  Roosevelt  Theater  at  887  Broad- 
way. 

The  complaints  charge  the  pro- 
ducers, distributors  and  rival  dis- 
tributors prevent  the  Rivoli  from 
competing  on  an  equal  basis  with  the 
Roosevelt  because: 

Shea  Theaters  in  the  downtown 
section  get  the  first-run  exhibition 
rights  from  the  distributors  and 
then  after  the  downtown  run  has 
ended,  a  waiting  period  of  30  days 
ensues.  Then  the  Shea  neighborhood 
shows,  Kensington,  Elmwood  and 
Seneca,  get  the  pictures  and  ulti- 
mately the  North  Park  and  Ken- 
more,  also  Shea  houses. 

The  complaint  alleges  in  part: 
"Upon  conclusion  of  these  runs  the 
pictures  are  released  for  exhibition 
in  the  Roosevelt  Theater,  operated 
by  the  defendant,  Buffalo  Theaters, 
Inc.  That  upon  the  conclusion  of 
.  the  showing  of  the  pictures  by 
Roosevelt  Theater,  then  for  the  first 
time  theaters  not  affiliated  with  de- 
fendants are  permitted  to  show  the 
pictures  after  various  periods  of 
clearance  or  'waiting  time,'  dating 
from  the  conclusion  of  the  run  (in 
the  seventh  week  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  downtown  run)  at  the 
Roosevelt    Theater." 

Use  of  the  film  release  system  in 
such  fashion,  is  termed  in  the  com- 
plaint, an  unlawful  and  illegal  con- 
spiracy operating  in  violation  of  the 
Sherman  and  Clayton  Anti-Trust 
Acts,  both  aimed  at  the  suppression 
of  monopolies. 

Two  of  the  distributor-defendants, 
Paramount  Pictures,  Inc.,  and 
Loew's,  Inc.,  each  owns  one-third  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Buffalo  The- 
aters, Inc.,  according  to  the  com- 
plaint. The  remaining  one-third  is 
owned  "by  individuals  resident  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  but  not  named  as  de- 
fendants in  this  complaint." 

The  Rivoli  further  alleges  the  de- 
fendant distributors  "within  six 
years  of  the  time  of  the  filing  of  this 
complaint  refused  to  sell  feature 
pictures  to  the  plaintiff  except  in  a 
week  of  release  non-competitive  to 
the  run  granted  any  and  all  theaters 
owned,  operated  or  leased  by  any 
defendant." 

Tthe  other  defendants  are:  RKO 


Doctor  inglis  on  Criticism 

...  and  a  tew  words  in  reply 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
seems  to  be  afflicted  with  a  strange  sort  of  occupational  neurosis,  which  renders  it  in- 
capable of  encouraging  criticism  as  a  service." 

o 

CROM  that  springboard,  the  Commission's  servant  in  the  motion  picture  vineyard,  so 
'  to  speak,  goes  on  to  charge  that  "even  professional  criticism  is  perverted  whenever 
possible,"  and  as  "proof,"  draws  heavily  upon  a  single  source,  an  article  typed  for  the 
Screen  Writer  last  May  by  a  sometime  magazine  and  newspaper  reviewer  and  press 
agent.  The  article,  incidentally,  purports  to  describe  the  latter's  "relations  with  studio 
publicity  departments" — you  know,  free  lunches,  dinners,  ties,  booze,  an  occasional 
trip,   etc. 

It  is  not  a  matter  of  record  that  this  word-picture  created  a  stir  in  Hollywood  last 
May  or  not,  but  with  the  renewed  circulation  given  the  "expose"  by  Doctor  Inglis, 
and  her  reliance  upon  it  to  make  her  point,  there  may  be  reason  now  to  take  up  the 
gauntlet  in  Hollywood.  If  so,  New  York  yields  to  Hollywood. 

But  there  is  one  little  story  which  Doctor  Inglis  is  quick  to  pick  up  from  the  same 
source  that  this  commentator  claims  for  his  own  target: 

"I  have  met  only  one  movie  reviewer" — remember  it  is  the  reviewer-press  agent 
talking,  with  the  Doctor  as  the  relay  point — "in  my  life  who  is  completely  honest  and 
devoid  of  temptation.  I  was  publicizing  a  movie  when  1  met  this  gent,  one  of  America's 
first  rank  newspapermen.  He  said,  "How  long  a  review  would  you  like?'  I  said,  very 
modestly,  'Use  your  own  judgment,  old  boy.'  He  said  simply.  'Well,  it's  up  to  you.  A  half- 
column  review  costs  $15,  a  full-column  review,  with  a  picture  costs  $25'." 

Doctor  Inglis'  source  absolves  the  newspaper's  editor,  and  adds  he  "probably  thinks, 
quite  simply,  that  he  is  lucky  to  have  a  movie  reviewer  for  only  $50  a  week." 

o 

IF  there  ever  was  a  cockeyed  representation  of  newspaper  criticism  and  critics,  that, 
pal,  is   it! 

And  Doctor  Inglis,  by  deliberately  singling  it  out,  libels  and  damns  virtually  every 
newspaper  critic  and  reviewer  in  the  country. 

The  quoted  incident  may  or  may  not  have  occurred, — one  is  privileged  to  entertain 
a  doubt,  no  names  being  given — but  if  it  actually  did,  it  was  the  rarest  of  rare  excep- 
tions, and  certainly  not  the  rule.  Nor  is  it  now. 

THE  FILM  DAILY,  through  the  medium  of  its  polls,  symposiums,  forums,  corres- 
pondence and  personal  contacts,  is  in  a  pretty  good  position  to  judge  the  integrity, 
intellectual  honesty  and  professional  abilities  of  the  country's  critics  and  reviewers,  both 
those  in  large  and  small  cities.  By  and  large,  there's  nothing  wrong  with  the  breed. 
Admittedly,  their  educational  background  differs,  but  with  mighty  few  exceptions,  in- 
terest in  the  job  and  experience,  along  with  schooling,  have  combined  to  well  equip 
them  to  do  their  job. 

o 

AND  99  out  of  every  100  among;  them  will  be  quick  to  challenge  Doctor  Inglis'  flat 
statement,  "On  most  newspapers  and  magazines  it  (reviewing)  is  considered  a  hack 
job  of  no  special  importance  or  attraction  in  money  or  excitement." 

That  was  not  true  back  in  1914  when  this  commentator  started  reviewing  for  the 
Syracuse  Journal.  It  was  not  true  a  decade  ago  when  he  left  another  daily  paper  for 
THE  FILM  DAILY.  It  is  not  true  today. 

Doctor  Inglis  apparently  finds  only  one  "exceptional  reviewer,"  a  rare  type,  worthy 
of  name  mention.  That  in  itself,  if  nothing  else,  would  serve  to  gravely  indict  the 
scope  of  her  research  for  "Freedom  of  the  Movies." 

Doctor  Inglis  should  widen  her  newspaper  reading.  And  how! 


ATA  Will  Participate    End.  House  Will  Get 
In  Parley  on  Forum     Anti-Ascap  Measure 


.    (Continued   from  Page   1) 
ing  and  endeavoring  to  resolve  in- 
ternal  trade   grievances. 

"ATA  has  always  been  interested 
in  the  improvement  of  distributor- 
exhibitor  relationships  and  under- 
standing," Coyne  stated,  "and  we  will 
undoubtedly  lend  this  movement  all 
the  encouragement  we  can." 

It  is  likely  that  Si  IL  Fabian,  ATA 
president,  and  Ted  Gamble,  board 
chairman,  will  attend  the  proposed 
meeting  of  independent  exhibitors 
in  New  York  on  March  10,  along 
with  Coyne  and  other  ATA  direc- 
tors who  are  able  to  be  present. 


Pictures,  Inc.;  Twentieth  Century- 
Fox  Film  Corp.;  Warner  Bros.  Pic- 
tures, Inc.;  Warner  Bros.  Pictures 
Distributing  Corp.;  Columbia  Pic- 
tures Corp.;  United  Artists  Corp., 
and  Universal  Corp. 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 

quires  a  franchise  tax  of  five  per 
cent  of  the  previous  year's  gross  in- 
come in  the  state  but  demands  a 
statement  of  persons  involved,  titles 
of  musical  numbers  controlled,  rates 
charged  for  use  of  numbers,  price 
paid  to  composer  where  composer  is 
not  the  party  issuing  the  license, 
total  gross  receipts  for  the  previous 
year  and  report  of  previous  year's 
disbursements  including  to  whom  and 
for  what. 

Exercise  of  compulsion  to  buy  a 
playing  license  without  obtaining  a 
state  license  or  making  any  request 
for  playing  a  copyrighted  number  in 
public  to  establish  basis  for  infringe- 
ment suits  would  be  classified  as  a 
misdemeanor  punishable  by  a 
penalty. 


Selznick's  "Jenny" 
To  be  Filmed  in  N.  Y. 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 
terle  directing. 

According  to  the  SRO  announce- 
ment, decision  to  film  the  pic  here 
stemmed  from  the  earnest  insistence 
of  Mayor  William  O'Dwyer,  wh/JV- 
fered  complete  co-op  and  facirvJs 
of  the  city  to  aid  in  filming,  plus  the 
fact  that  all  exteriors  are  in  and 
about  Manhattan  and  Cape  Cod. 
Latter,  it  is  said,  would  have  made 
it  necessary  in  any  event  to  shoot 
about  90  per  cent  of  the  pic  on  loca- 
tion in  the  East. 

Selznick  move  is  expected  to  fur- 
ther hypo  Eastern  production,  which 
received  considerable  impetus  late 
last  year  when  William  LeBaron  and 
Boris  Morros  produced  "Carnegie 
Hall"  here  for  forthcoming  UA  re- 
lease. 

Joseph  Cotten  will  leave  for  New 
York  accompanied  by  his  wife  this 
week.  Miss  Jones  will  leave  Feb.  4 
following  the  Look  Magazine  award 
presentation  to  her  of  its  Best 
Actress  Award  for  1946  for  her  per- 
formance in  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 


February  Hearings  for 
Mass.  Industry  Bills 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 
establishment  of  licenses  and  per- 
mits in  Springfield,  Mass.  The  city 
would  be  empowered  through  the 
City  Council  to  set  fees  on  licenses 
and  permits  notwithstanding  any 
general,  special  or  city,  ordinances 
now  in  force.  Hearing  is  set  for  Feb. 
10  before  the  Committee  on  Cities. 
The  second  House  Bill  is  No.  1393, 
the  petition  of  Daniel  McLean, 
mayor  of  Beverly,  and  others,  for 
legislation  to  provide  for  increasing 
financial  assistance  by  the  Common- 
wealth to  its  cities  and  towns  and 
relative  to  other  related  matters.  In 
part  the  bill  would  provide  that  the 
state  would  place  a  10  per  cent  tax 
on  all  places  of  public  amusement, 
contingent  upon  the  reduction  of 
the  Federal  tax  now  in  force.  The 
hearing  before  the  Municipal  Finance 
Committee  will  be  held  Feb.  12.  It 
is  expected  that  the  amusement  tax 
clause  will  be  deleted .  in  view  of 
congressional  moves  to  retain  the 
present  20  per  cent  excise  tax. 


STORK  REPORTS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Jack  P.  Case,  assis- 
tant manager  of  Loew's  State,  down- 
town first-run,  is  passing  out  cigars 
for  a  well-known  reason.  His  wife, 
Lynn,  gave  birth  to  a  son,  6  pounds. 
12  ounces,  at  St.  Joseph  Hospital, 
Burbank.  The  infant  will  be  named 
Byron. 


Changes  Were  Many 

During  1946 


The 

1947 
FILM  DAILY 
YEAR  BOOK 


COVERS    EVERYTHING 
GOES  EVERYWHERE 


This  important  volume  of  valuable  information  is  now  in 
intensive  preparation  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  distribution 
to  all  regular  subscribers  of — 
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VflLfll  DfllLV  RCVIEUJS  Of  flEUJ  KATURGS^ 


'The  Late  George 
Apley" 

with    Ronald    Colman,   Peggy   Cummins 
20th -Fox  98   Mins. 

TOP  DRAWER  FILM  FARE:  DISCRIM- 
INATING AUDIENCES  AND  GENERAL 
PATRONAGE  ALIKE  STAND  TO  BE 
AMPLY  REWARDED:  SUPERBLY  PER- 
FORMED, NOTEWORTHY. 

Care,  skill,  wit  and  some  of  the  shrewd- 
est casting  to  date  have  gone  into  the  mold 
of  "The  Late  George  Apley."  The  work  that 
stands  when  the  outer  wrapping  is  peeled 
away  is  solid,  meritorious,  eminently  first 
rate.  Mass  and  class  are  all  too  often  used  in 
this  business  for  identification.  Yet,  in  the 
simplest  and  truest  sense  they  apply.  But  first 
"Apley"  is  class.  It  is  adult,  mental  stimula- 
tion. Fred  Kohlmar's  production  of  the  well- 
known  J.  P.  Marquand  work  will  readily  be 
taken  on  by  the  multitude  that  piles  up  high 
grosses.  Joseph  L.  Mankiewicz'  direction 
fashions  the  basic  story  into  forms  that  are 
readily  comprehended  by  the  40  million 
regulars.  Also  they  are  of  such  caliber  that 
the  infrequent  film  patron  should  be  at- 
tracted and  lured  to  part  with  his  cash  for 
here  is  something  else  again  that  does  not 
pound  carbon  copy  platitudes  into  his  ears 
and  optics. 

"George  Apley"  is  dissected,  skillfully, 
and.  then  detailed  stripped.  The  camera 
records  his  introversion,  his  extroversion;  his 
adherence  to  the  platitudes;  Emerson  is  his 
literary  god.  Boston  is  his  universe.  The 
"Apley"  family  lives  on  Beacon  St.,  the  hub 
of  the  universe  and  there  the  sun  rises, 
shines  and  sets.  The  long  line  of  Ronald 
Colman  performances  is  easily  eclipsed 
herein. 

Introduced  into  the  Back  Bay  "Apley" 
household  by  "Eleanor  Apley,"  who  is  Peggy 
Cummins,  is  Freud,  sex,  and  a  fellowship  lec- 
turer at  Harvard.  For  a  time  after  that 
things  boil  slowly  but  never  quite  blow  off 
steam  for  Papa  "Apley"  sees  to  it  that  the 
Brahministic  status  quo  is  maintained  and 
his  children  do  not  marry  outside  the  Bos- 
ton sphere  to  "foreigners."  His  theories  in 
this  respect  net  his  son,  Richard  Ney,  a 
wife,  Vanessa  Brown,  also  Back  Bay.  But 
Miss  Cummins  is  sent  off  to  Europe  to  for- 
get Charles  Russell. 

But  "Apley"  turns  out  to  be  a  right  guy 
and  for  once  he  does  the  unorthodox.  When 
Miss  Cummins  returns  from  abroad  he  pro- 
cures Russell  from  New  York  and  a  few 
minutes  before  Ney's  and  Miss  Brown's 
wedding  shoos  them  off  to  be  wedded 
aboard  ship  and  sail  off  somewhere. 

The  period  is  handsomely  reproduced. 
There  are  credulously  good  performances  by 
Edna  Best,  Percy  Waram,  his  particularly; 
Mildred  Natwick,  who  is  excellent;  Richard 
Haydn,  Paul  Harvey  and  the  numerous  sup- 
porting players. 

This  is  a  cinematic  work  that  is  an 
achievement.  At  the  same  time  the  con- 
tent is  a  marked  departure  from  accepted 
standards  of  film  endeavor. 

Miss  Cummins  brings  a  fresh,  pleasant 
and  new  note  in  her  role. 

There's  fluid  quality  to  continuity  and 
handling  of  scenes  that  is  immediately  ap- 
parent, finely  worked  out. 

"Apley"  is  film  satire  and  debunkery  at 
its  best.    Check  it  for  interesting  results. 

CAST:  Ronald  Colman,  Peggy  Cummins,  Vanes- 
sa Brown,  Richard  Haydn,  Charles  Russell, 
Richard  Ney,  Edna  Best,  Mildred  Natwick, 
Percy  Waram,   Nydia   Westman,   Francis   Pierlot, 


"Blind  Spot" 

with   Chester   Morris,  Constance  Dowling 
Columbia  73  Mins. 

GOOD  PLOT  UNFOLDS  WITH  GRIP- 
PING MOMENTS.  MORRIS,  DOWLING 
HIGHLY  EFFECTIVE. 

Without  the  bat,  mouse,  streak  of  fire 
and  hospital  ward,  this  one  resembles  "Lost 
Weekend,"  with  overtones  of  murder.  On 
a  minor  scale  it  is  an  interesting  production. 
Chester  Morris  infrequently  is  cast  in  a 
story  that  he  does  very  capably  by.  This  is 
one  of  them.  Constance  Dowling  is  appro- 
priately sultry   and    decorative. 

Addicted  to  the  bottle,  Morris,  a  fine 
writer,  has  published  many  books  for  the 
class  trade.  His  publisher  keeps  him  on  his 
string  for  prestige  value.  However,  it's 
money  Morris  is  after  and  you  can  keep 
your  glory. 

Stoked  with  bottled  courage,  Morris  visits 
William  Forrest.  He  meets  Steven  Geray, 
whodunit  scribbler.  Needing  some  cabbage, 
Morris  is  tossed  $20  by  Forrest.  It's  tossed 
back.  Geray  intervenes.  Morris  then  re- 
veals a  foolproof,  perfect  crime  variety  plot 
for  a  thriller.  He  is  in  an  alcoholic  daze  and 
spills  the  moot  points  of  the  yarn. 

Later,  Forrest  is  killed.  His  office  door 
has  been  bolted  on  the  inside  and  he  was 
stabbed  in  the  back.  Obviously  he  could  not 
have  done  it  himself.  Meanwhile  Morris  and 
Miss  Dowling  have  a  bottle-glass  session  in 
a  local  bistro.  Morris  returns  to  the  office, 
tears  up  his  contract. 

The  finger  of  John  Law  points  to  Morris. 
Unaware  Forrest  is  dead  he  lets  himself  be 
picked  up  by  James  Bell,  a  cop.  The  evi- 
dence is  shaky.  Morris  is  freed.  Geray  as- 
sumes responsibility.  As  Morris  sobers  his 
mind  starts  to  click,  fitting  stray  pieces  of 
the  affair  together.  He  commences  to  track 
down  certain  elements  in  the  case.  Here 
Miss  Dowling  enters  the  picture.  There  is 
hesitancy  on  Morris'  part  to  run  around  with 
her. 

In  due  course  there  is  another  murder. 
Morris  is  shot.  He  staggers  about  and 
finally  the  clear  light  of  solution  streaks 
into  the  story. 

Robert  Gordon  directed  the  Barry  Perowne 
story  to  good  effect. 

CAST:  Chester  Morris,  Constance  Dowling, 
Steven  Geray,  Sid  Tomack,  James  Bell,  Paul  E. 
Burns,    William    Forrest. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ted  Richmond;  Director, 
Robert  Gordon;  Screenplay  by  Martin  Goldsmith 
from  a  story  by  Barry  Perowne;  Cameraman, 
George  B.  Meehan,  Jr.;  Film  Editor,  Henry 
Batista;  Art  Director,  Cary  Odell;  Set  Dec- 
orator, William  Kieran;  Musical  Director,  Mischa 
Bakaleinikoff;    Sound,   Jack    Haynes. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 

Rogers  Buys  Forbes  Novel 

Hollywood  —  Charles  R.  Rogers 
has  purchased  "Hollow  Triumph," 
first  book  by  Murray  Forbes,  radio 
actor  and  writer.  This  will  be  Rog- 
ers' first  production  on  his  1947 
schedule. 


Kathleen  Howard,  Paul  Harvey,  Helen  Freeman, 
Theresa  Lyon,  William  Moran,  Clifford  Brooke, 
David   Bond,   Ottola   Nesmith,  J.   Pat  Moriarity. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Fred  Kohlmar;  Director, 
Joseph  Mankiewicz;  Screenplay  by  Philip  Dunne, 
from  the  play  by  J.  P.  Marquand  and  George 
S.  Kaufman;  Based  on  a  novel  by  J.  P.  Mar- 
quand; Cameraman,  Joseph  La  Shelle;  Set  Dec- 
orations, Thomas  Little,  Paul  S.  Fox;  Art  Di- 
rection, James  Basevi,  J.  Russell  Spencer;  Film 
Editor,  James  B.  Clark;  Music,  Cyril  J.  Mock- 
ridge;  Musical  Direction,  Alfred  Newman;  Ar- 
rangements, Maurice  de  Packh;  Sound,  Bernard 
Fredericks,  Roger  Heman. 

DIRECTION,  First  Rate.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  Fine. 


SHORTS 


"College  Climbers" 

(No.  5) 

RKO  8  Mins. 

Good 

The  Colorado  Rockies  provide  an 
excellent  training  ground  for  stu- 
dents of  Western  State  College  to 
practice  the  art  of  mountain  climb- 
ing, which,  at  this  university,  is  a 
physical  training  course  open  to  any- 
one. An  ex-Army  instructor  gives 
his  pupils  thorough  fundamentals  in 
approach,  equipment  and  technique 
and  then  takes  them  to  the  proving 
grounds.  He  is  pictured  first  in  an 
ascent  and  then  a  few  of  the  pupils 
follow.  Has  a  lot  of  interesting  fea- 
tures. 


"Girls  and  Gags" 
Twentieth-Fox  8  Mins. 

Techni-Gals 

In  the  Cypress  Gardens  of  Florida, 
Dick  Pope,  publicity  man  extraordi- 
naire, has  multitudinous  sets  in  which 
he  places  pretty  girls,  snaps  a  few 
lush  pix,  and  thereby  sells  the  state 
to  any  pleasure-seeker.  This  Movie- 
tone Adventure  shows  Pope  at  work, 
along  with  a  few  of  his  best  props 
and  figures.  Glamorous  and  color- 
ful, this  one  is  whistle-bait  on  any 
program. 


"The  Luckiest  Guy  in  the  World" 

M-G-M  19  Mins. 

Good  Short  Story 

This  Crime  Does  Not  Pay  two- 
reeler  comes  at  a  time  when  crime 
seems  more  prevalent  than  ever,  and 
should  be  used  to  point  a  moraliz- 
ing finger  at  the  American  public. 
Charlie  Vurn  was  rated  as  the  lucki- 
est guy  in  the  world  once  things 
starting  breaking  for  him.  This 
chain  of  events  had  started  just  after 
his  wife  had  been  killed  in  an  acci- 
dent, which  fate  had  made  look  like 
murder,  and  Charlie  had  successfully 
covered  up.  His  just  deserts  are 
finally  doled  out  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all.  Good  short  story  with  a  les- 
son for  all. 


"A  Nation  Is  Born" 

(No.  3) 

RKO  20  Mins. 

Corking 

The  Philippine  story  is  told 
through  the  eyes  of  schoolteacher, 
Tom  Briggs,  whose  one-room  school- 
house  seemed  to  be  the  focal  point 
of  unification  of  a  scattered  people. 
Silliman  University,  greatest  island 
center  of  learning,  is  the  result  of 
his  efforts.  His  work  in  support  of 
a  democratic  way  of  life  managed  to 
function  even  during  the  Jap  occupa- 
tion. He  and  his  tiny  band  of  fol- 
lowers brought  education  and  a  feel- 
ing of  national  pride  which  has  given 
every  Filipino  a  new  outlook  on  life, 
liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 


"The  Uninvited  Pests" 

Twentieth-Fox  7  Mins. 

Good  Fun 

A  quiet  picnic  in  the  country  an- 
ticipated by  a  farmer  and  his  dog 
is  turned  into  hectic  confusion  by  a 
couple  of  talking  magpies  "who  in- 
sist upon  joining  the  party.  All  ef- 
forts of  the  farmer  to  elin/^'e 
them  fail,  with  the  magpies  tuv^/g 
in  more  tricks  than  Culbertson. 
Should  be  good  fun  for  all. 

"Athletiquiz" 

M-G-M  9  Mins. 

Interesting 

Always  interesting  are  these  Pete 
Smith  quizzes  designed  for  audience 
participation  with  a  series  of  brain- 
teasing  questions.  They  include  ques- 
tions, and  answers,  on  such  sports 
as  swimming,  wrestling,  midget-auto 
racing  and  golf.  A  certain  interest 
stirrer. 


"Flicker  Flashbacks" 

(No.  4) 

RKO  10  Mins. 

Hilarious 

A  1906  Pathe  drama  titled  "A  Plot 
Against  the  Duke,"  is  the  first  back- 
ground for  Knox  Manning's  clever 
remarks  which  satirize  the  film  to 
perfection.  "The  Curse  of  Drink," 
a  little  ditty  made  by  the  same  com- 
pany in  1908,  follows  and  is  dealt 
with  in  the  same  vein.  Never  a  dull 
moment  and  should  prove  an  unbeat- 
able laugh-getter. 


"Henpecked  Hoboes" 

M-G-M  7  Mins. 

Fun  For  All 

George  and  Junior,  a  Lenny-type 
character,  are  hobo  bears  who  come 
to  the  decision  that  its  time  to  eat. 
The  first  thing  they  see  is  a  hen, 
who  has  other  ideas  and  leads  them 
a  merry  chase.  Best  laughs  come 
with  George  donning  his  different 
suits  (rooster,  chick,  worm,  etc.) 
in  order  to  fool  the  hen.  Plenty  of 
fun  for  all. 


"Mighty  Mouse  and  the  Hep  Cat" 

Twentieth-Fox  7  Mins. 

Lots  of  Laughs 

Mouseville  is  still  being  molested 
by  cats  who  covet  the  tiny  inhabi- 
tants. But  Mighty  Mouse  usually 
steps  in  in  the  nick  of  time  and 
saves  the  victim.  One  persistent 
puss,  however,  decides  to  be  a  mod- 
ern Pied  Piper.  Entranced  by  the 
music  the  mice  follow  into  a  trap 
neatly  set  by  the  cats,  and  are  res- 
cued at  the  last  possible  moment  by 
M.M.  Lots  of  laughs  plus  some 
groovey   jazz. 

"Glimpses  of  California" 

M-G-M  9  Mins. 

Good 

Technicolor  cameras  are  trained  on 
one  of  the  more  colorful  states  of  the 
U.  S.  Special  points  of  interest  in 
Hollywood,  Los  Angeles  and  the  sur- 
rounding countryside,  which  provide 
pleasure  for  visitor  and  resident 
alike,  are  pictured.  Lots  of  scenery 
and  color. 
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Tke  National  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews  is  an  organization 
devoted  to  good  will  among*  men.   Or,  wkat  tne  ckarter  of  tne 
United  Nations  defines  as,  ''Universal  respect  for  an  observance  of 
human  rights  and  fundamental  freedoms  for  all,  witnout  distinction 
as  to  race,  language  or  religion."    Q  American  Brotkerkood  Week 
will  ke  observed  Fekruary  16-23,  1947. 

Joining  together  in  this  fight  against  prejudice  will  be: 

RADIO 

THE  PRESS 

NATIONAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

and 

THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY! 

You  are  tke  Motion  Picture  Industry! 

You  are  tke  vital  part  of  tkis  drive! 

All  you  are  asked  to  do  is  to  oktain  a  minimum  of  10  people  to  sign 
a  pledge  card  and  mail  it  in  witk  a  contrikution  of  at  least  $1.00 


SPYROS    P.  SKOURAS,  National  Chairman;  JACK   KIRSCH,  FRED    WEHRENBERG,  TED    GAMBLE.  National  Co-Cnairmcn. 


First  sign  and  mail  the  pledge, 
printed  here  for  your  convenience 
. .  .  then  turn  to  the  next  page  for 
more  information  on  how  to  im- 
plement the  drivel 


AMERICAN   BROTHERHOOD 

HARRY  S.  TRUMAN.  Hon.  Chairman  JOHN  G.  WINANT,  Chairman 

I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  ideal  of  my  country — fair  play  for  all. 

I  pledge  myself  to  keep  America  free  from  the  disease  of  hate. 

In  good  heart  I  pledge  unto  my  fellow -Americans  all  of  the  rights  and  dignities 
I  desire  for  myself. 

And  to  win  support  for  these  principles,  I  join  the  American  Brotherhood. 

NAME THEATRE 

CITY STATE 

To  become  a  member  I  give  $  .  . (TAX  DEDUCTIBLE) 


Into  your  theatre  regularly  come  the  most  important  figures  of 
your  community  —  merchants,  professional  people,  ordinary  citizens. 
fl  All  you  are  asked  to  do  is  to  ohtain  10  pledges  -  BUT  YOU  CAN 
GO  FURTHER.  9  Through  your  many  public-spirited  activities  in 
the  past,  your  community  has  come  to  look  to  you  for  leadership. 
*I  Your  friends,  acquaintances  and  business  connections  will  respond 
to  your  leadership  in  this  drive — and  will  work  with  you  in  ohtaining 
additional  pledges  heyond  the  minimum  of  10  you  are  asked  for! 


u 


NOTE: 


You  will  receive  these  pledges  through 
the  mail,  together  with  additional 
information  ahout  the  drive.  "  A  special 
short  news  featurette,  produced  hy  David 
O.  Selznick  and  featuring  stars  America 
knows  and  loves  will  he  included  in  all 
newsreels  issued  the  week  of  the  drive! 
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Expect  Senate  Okay 

On  French  Tax  Pact 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 

picture  rentals  under  the  general 
term  "royalties." 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Sub- 
committee, under  the  chairmanship 
cyjjten.  Wallace  White  of  Maine, 
t  _^L  several  witnesses  before  re- 
cessing until  next  Thursday.  The 
treaty,  which  was  signed  by  France 
and  the  U.  S.  on  October  18,  1945, 
goes  into  effect  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary following  ratification  by  the 
two  countries.  Appearing  in  favor 
of  the  bill  were  Eldon  King,  top 
Treasury  expert,  and  Frederick  Live- 
sey,  State  Department  financial  ad- 
visor. Gerald  Cahill  of  MPAA  sat 
in  on  the  session  as  an  observer. 

Senate  sources  indicate  that  the 
treaty  will  be  approved  without  sub- 
stantial change.  Other  double  tax- 
ation conventions  have  been  signed 
with  Great  Britain,  Canada  and 
Sweden.  Now  under  negotiation  are 
similar  treaties  with  the  Netherlands, 
South  Africa  and  Denmark.  All  are 
considered  important  by  the  motion 
picture  industry. 


Coast  Dispute  Not  On 
Miami  Agenda  of  AFL 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
Green,  AFL  president. 

Earlier  this  week  The  Screen 
Actors  Guild  dispatched  a  wire  to 
Green  urging  action  on  a  proposal 
for  arbitration  machinery  to  handle 
future  problems.  It  was  indicated 
by  the  AFL  the  SAG  communication 
would  be  given  consideration.  Earlier 
this  month  Washington  sources 
stated  the  AFL  was  planning  to  get 
the  jump  on  Congress  in  the  matter 
of  ending  strikes.  Declining  direct 
comment,  AFL  spokesmen  said  some 
such  plan  was  under  consideration. 

H'wood  Sees  Studio  Strike 
On  Miami  Agenda 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAELY 

Hollywood — Despite  statement  by 
President  William  Green  at  Miami 
that  AFL  would  not  touch  upon 
studio  jurisdictional  dispute  at  this 
session,  observers  here  believe  action 
will  be  taken  on  matter  at  Miami. 
Observers  point  out  that  only  a  few 
days  ago  Green  promised  officials  of 
4A's  that  resolution  No.  187,  which 
calls  for  establishment  of  permanent 
machinery  _  to  settle  jurisdictional 
disputes  without  work-stoppages  in 
motion  picture  industry,  would  be  on 
Miami  agenda. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Edwards-Lewis 

Las  Vegas — Florida  Edwards,  as- 
sistant to  Arthur  W.  Eddy,  was  mar- 
ried here  to  J.  C.  Lewis,  brother  of 
Diana  Lewis,  and  radio  producer  of 
KHJ. 


Little  Headlines: 


OSCAR  ADELMAN,  executive  of  the  Cohen  Theater  circuit,  Detroit,  has  been  named 
temporary  chairman  of  the  projected  new  B'nai  B'rith  lodge  to  be  organized  there 
among  film  and  show  people.  Other  temporary  officers  are:  Arvid  Kantor,  National 
Screen  Service  manager,  vice-president;  Paul  Broder,  Broder  circuit,  treasurer;  and 
Harry  Gilbert,  concessioner,  membership  chairman. 

• 
FELIG  GREENFIELD,  who  appeared  in  a  radio  series  as  "The  Man  of  Magic"  some- 
time ago,  has  been  signed  to  a  year's  pact  by  General  Film   Prods.,   to  make  a  series 
of  television  commercials  titled  "Tele  Trix"  for  various  sponsors. 

• 
ROBERT  R.  YOUNG'S  present  investment  in  Eagle-Lion  is  placed  at  $20,000,000  by 
Time  magazine  which  this  week  gives  the  rail  magnate  and  film  tycoon  approximately 
three  pages  in  its  Business  and  Finance  department  and  devotes  its  page  one  cover  to 
his  portrait.  Young,  Time  says,  hopes  to  make  Eagle-Lion  a  Hollywood  major.  In  informed 
trade  circles,  it  is  generally  credited  that  Young's  personal  dollar  investment  in  films — 
Pathe   Industries,  PRC,  etc. — exceeds  his  investment  in   rails. 

• 
BELL  SYSTEM'S  coaxial  cable  between  New  York  and  Washington  was  used  188  times 
during  1946  to  transmit  television  programs  totalling  more  than  500  hours,  the  AT&T 
reports.  By  the  year's  end  programs  were  being  televised  regularly  over  the  cable  on 
an  experimental  basis  five  nights  a  week  and  occasionally  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays, 
for  a  total  of  18  to  20  hours  a  week. 

• 
DISTRIBUTION   PLANS  for  Universal-International   product  for  the   next  six  months 
including  "The  Egg  And  I,"  will  be  disclosed  at  a  third  and  final  regional  sales  meeting 
to  be  held  in  New  York  Feb.  14-15.   The  first  was  held  in  San  Francisco  this  week  and 
the  second  will  be  held  in  Chicago  Feb.  7-8. 

• 
SEVERE  COLD  and  heavy  snowfalls  cut  into  film  attendance  and  expected  film  transport 
in  Midwest  yesterday.    Milwaukee  was  hardest  hit  with  a  blizzard  raging  and  a  fall  of 
snow  measured  at  16  inches. 

• 
FIRST  ISSUE  of  Century  Theaters'   new   house  organ,   "Century    News,"  will   appear 
tomorrow  according  to  Edward   Schreiber,  advertising  and   publicity  director.    A  letter- 
press job,  it  will  be  published  monthly. 

• 
ANNUAL  CONVENTION  OF  ATO  of  New  Jersey  will  be   held   in  the  Ambassador 
Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  on  June  24-26. 


400  Foreign -Language  Houses 

375  Showing  Spanish,  Mexican  Programs 


(Continued 
More  than  20  houses  throughout  the 
country   show   all   sorts    of   foreign 
films,  as  well  as  domestic  product. 

Other  houses  showing  specific 
language  films,  nation-wide,  are: 
French — 20;  Polish— 16;  Italian— 14; 
Bohemian — 12;  Portuguese — 9;  Ger- 
man—  7;  Russian  —  6;  Chinese  —  6; 
Yiddish — 5;  British — 5;  Hungarian — 
4;  Swedish — 4;  Finnish — 4;  Danish 
— 1;  Norwegian — 1. 

Though  most  of  the  foreign  pix 
houses  specialize  in  a  particular 
language,  because  of  insufficient  pro- 
duct, programs  are  alternated  with 
domestic  films,  frequently  quality  re- 
issues. 

Controversy  Simmering 

Quiet  trade  controversy,  however, 
is  simmering  over  the  question 
whether  there  are  such  things  as  the- 
aters devoted  to  the  showing  of 
foreign  films. 

"No,"  asserts  Joseph  Burstyn,  of 
Mayer  and  Burstyn.  "There  isn't 
such  a  thing  as  an  exclusive  foreign 
film  theater.  I  insist  that  if  a  pic- 
ture is  good  and  makes  money,  it 
can  go  into  several  thousand  the- 
aters. Those  half  dozen  or  dozen 
so-called  foreign  product  theaters 
are  misnamed  because  those  the- 
aters often  play  American  revivals. 
The  entire  idea  from  the  very  begin- 
ning has  been  wrongly  conceived.  I 
can  prove  this  with  facts  and  con- 
tracts.  .  .  .  There's  no  market  for 


from   Page   1 ) 
foreign  films  in  America  unless  the 
picture  is  excellent.  .  .  .  French  films 
succeed  in  America  only  because  of 
the  intelligentsia." 

"Yes,"  insists  Leon  Siritzky,  head 
of  Siritzky  International,  distribu- 
tors of  French  films  and  operators 
of  a  65-theater  chain  in  France. 
"Reason  why  many  theaters  have 
played  domestic  films  in  recent  years 
was  caused  by  the  war.  Now  that 
foreign  pictures  are  again  being 
made,  I  am  certain  there  will  be 
theaters  devoted  exclusively  to  the 
showing  of  foreign  films." 

Zoellner's  Viewpoint 

William  B.  Zoellner,  Loew's  de- 
partment head  in  charge  of  Amer- 
ican distribution  of  foreign  films  and 
re-issues,  maintains  that  discussion 
of  foreign  film  theaters  is  largely 
academic.  Though  Loew's  appears  to 
be  the  only  major  outfit  embarking 
on  an  extensive  foreign  film  program 
in  America,  perhaps,  it  is  for  that 
very  reason  the  company  seems  to 
be  so  long  in  launching  its  program. 

When  Arthur  M.  Loew,  prexy  of 
Loew's-International,  returned  from 
a  European  trip  late  last  year,  he 
announced  that  a  three-man  commit- 
tee, representing  foreign,  domestic 
and  theater  departments,  would  de- 
termine the  method  of  distribution 
on  the  six  films  he  had  acquired  in 
Europe.  No  announcement  has  yet 
been  made  on  these  six. 


Para,  Will  Appeal 
To  Supreme  Court 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 
have  been  meeting  this  week  for  a 
general   discussion   of  the   problem, 
Paramount    is    the    first    to    make 
known  its  intentions. 

The  Para  spokesman  said  that  a 
decision  on  what  will  constitute  the 
basis  for  appeal  is  expected  shortly. 

"Wait  and  See"  Decree 
Attitude  in  Louisville 

Louisville,  Ky.  —  Local  exhibitors 
have  little  comment  to  make  on  the 
New  York  equity  decree.  They  are 
largely  adopting  the  "wait  and  see" 
attitude. 

"We  are  not  sure  how  the  decision 
will  affect  us  but  we  hope  it  will  not 

ALLIED'S  POLL 


All  National  Allied  units  are 
currently  polling  their  members 
on  four  questions,  applicable  to 
the  eight  majors  in  two  groups, 
the  so-called  "Big  Five"  and  "Lit- 
tle Three."  Members  are  asked 
to  designate  the  company  giving 
the  fairest  deals :  the  toughest 
deals;  which  company,  if  any, 
Refuses  to  sell  "repeat"  pix,  and 
which  companies  the  exhibs.  have 
under  contract  at  the  present  time. 


disturb  our  present  relationships 
which  have  been  built  up  over  a  long 
period  of  years,"  said  one  exhib. 
leader.  Another  frankly  stated  he 
was  unable  to  get  much  sense  out  of 
the  legal  verbiage  and  would  leave 
it  up  to  the  exchanges  and  their  at- 
torneys. 

'These  suits  usually  create  more 
problems  than  they  settle,"  observed 
a  local  film  attorney.  "The  estab- 
lished exhibitor  who  has  satisfactory 
arrangements  doesn't  want  these  ar- 
rangements tampered  with.  The  op- 
erator wanting  to  enter  the  field 
hopes  to  get  hold  of  some  good  book- 
ings in  the  general  confusion." 


Hughes  Case  Up  Tuesday 

Hearing  on  Howard  Hughes'  case 
against  city  commissioners  on  the 
"Outlaw"  case  comes  up  Tuesday. 


DATE  BOOK 


Today:  B  &  K  Employes  Association  dinner, 
Stevens   Hotel,   Chicago. 

Today  National  Allied  board  meeting,  Stat- 
ler   Hotel,  Washington. 

Feb.  2-3:  Virginia  Motion  Picture  Theaters  A«- 
sociation  convention,  Shoreham  Hotel,  Wash- 
ington, D.   C. 

Feb.  3-5:  National  Electric  Sign  Association 
convention  and  exhibition,  Congress  Hotel, 
Chicago. 

Feb.  3-5:  Allied  Caravan  conferences,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Feb.  3:  Albany  Variety  Club  testimonial  to 
Welden  Waters  and  Johnny  Moore,  Town 
House. 

Feb.  7:  Chicago  Warner  Club  Winter  Ball,  Shore- 
land  Hotel. 

Feb.  10:  Confederacy  of  Southern  Associations 
meeting,  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 

Feb.    16-23:   American    Brotherhood   Week. 
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Studios  to  Spend  $410,000,000  on  501  Features 


Compares  with  H' wood's 
Outlay  of  $152,000,000  in 
1937  for  548  Feature  Pix 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
rubber  band  off  its  collective  bankroll 
this    year    to    invest    an    estimated 
$410,000,000  in  feature  production. 

This  sum,  an  all-time  high  for 
American  feature  production  expen- 
ditures, will  go  for  the  making  of  a 
maximum  of  501  features,  many  of 
which  will  be  in  the  top  budget  clas- 
sification. 

Increased  costs  all  along  the  line, 
with  labor  topping  the  list,  are  re- 
sponsible for  this  continued  upward 
spiral  in  production  outlay. 

For  a  better  appreciation  of 
what  has  been  happening  in 
Hollywood,  and  still  is  happen- 
ing^ with  the  end  not  in  sight, 
it  may  be  pointed  out  that  in 
1937  the  Hollywood  feature  pro- 
duction budgets  totalled  about 
$152,000,000.  Thus,  in  the  past 
decade  the  annual  production 
outlay  more  than  doubled.  Since 
1943,  the  rise  in  picture  costs 
has  approximated  60  per  cent;  in 
1946,  the  upward  jump  over  1945 
was  about  25  per  cent. 

This  does  not,  however,  tell  the 
entire  story.  For  the  full  im- 
port, it  is  necessary  to  take  into 
consideration  that  in  1937  the 
$152,000,000  went  for  the  mak- 
ing of  548  features,  47  more  than 
the  studios  will  turn  out  in  1947 
provided  production  schedules 
are  unchanged. 

A  major,  perhaps  the  major,  factor 
in  soaring  production  costs  has  been 
the  added  overhead  for  labor.  It  is 
estimated  that  wage  increases 
granted  in  1946  by  the  studios  will 
jump  the  year's  labor  bill  to  more 
than  $90,000,000.  A  25  per  cent  pay 
"hike"  for  20,000  studio  workers  in 
1946  alone  meant  an  additional  out- 
lay of  $16,500,000,  it  was  estimated. 
The  new  studio  contract  negoti- 
ated by  the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians  during  1946  also  provided 
for  an  average  25  per  cent  wage  in- 
crease and  established  a  minimum  of 
$6,916  for  520  hours'  work. 

Under  the  impact  of  higher  pro- 
duction  costs,  the  continuing  juris- 
dictional    strike     and     exhibition's 
swing   over   to   extended  runs,  with 
resultant  large  distributor  backlogs, 
major  studios  generally  will  concen- 
trate on  top-flight  pix  this  year. 
Unless     there     is     a     radical 
change  in   the  situation,   Metro 
in  1947  will  produce  a  maximum 
of  24   features.     Twentieth-Fox 
contemplates  a  maximum  of  22, 


Enter,  the  Film  Boat 

St.  John,  N.  B.  —  An  old  St. 
John  River  steamer,  the  D.  J.  Purdy, 
has  been  bought  by  J.  B.  Jones,  of 
St.  John,  a  coin  machine  distributor 
rnd  arcade  operator,  and  will  be 
used  during  the  1947  Summer  season 
for  films  as  well  as  dancing  and 
dining.  The  old  steamer  will  be 
beached  at  Gondola  Point. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


DOBERT  SIODMAK.  Director.  Born  Aug.  8,  1900,  in  Memphis, 
'  *•  speaks  with  a  slight  accent  because  his  parents  moved  to  Ge 
he  was  one.  Studied  philosophy  at  Marberg  University, 
but  became  an  actor  after  that,  then  banker,  stock 
market  operator,  film  assistant  director,  cutter  and  then 
director,  doing  pictures  with  top  German  stars.  His 
"People  on  Sunday"  is  in  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
as  an  outstanding  example  of  silent  screen  technique. 
Fled  to  Paris  the  day  after  Hitler  came  to  power.  Re- 
built his  career,  becoming  a  French  directorial  ace  on 
films  with  Charles  Boyer,  Danielle  Darrieux,  and  Maurice 
Chevalier.  Was  en  rrute  to  New  York  when  France  de- 
clared war.  In  Hollywood  he  began  his  film  career  for 
the  third  time.  Did  a  succession  of  minor  pictures,  be- 
coming solidly  established  again  with  "Phantom  Lady." 
Directed  "Christmas  Holiday,"  "The  Suspect,"  "The 
Strange  Affair  of  Uncle  Harry,"  "Dark  Mirror'  and  "The 
Killers."  Currently  directing  "Time  Out  of  Mind'  for 
Universal-International.  Stands  5,  7.  Weighs  170  pounds. 
Eyes,  br'wn.  Hair,  brown. 


Tenn. 
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when 


Urge  Continued  Controls 
On  Commercial  Bldg. 


(Continued  from  Page  II 
special  Senate  committee.  The 
recommendation  was  made  in  a  re- 
port by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate Small  Business  Committee  prior 
to  the  switch  to  Republican  leader- 
ship. 

The  committee  asserted  that  con- 
trols over  commercial  building  was  a 
'  basic  necessity  in  preventing  the 
diversion  of  scarce  building  mater- 
ials from  housing  into  non-housing 
projects." 

Although  the  report  was  strong  in 
its  plea  for  continued  tough  controls, 
the  recommendations  are  expected  to 
have  little  influence  on  the  Repub- 
lican-dominated Congress.  Up  to 
now,  the  Office  of  Temporary  Con- 
trols has  kept  a  close  check  on  com- 
mercial construction,  including  the- 
aters, but  this  is  not  expected  to  last 
long  under  Republican  pressure  for 
easing  building  restrictions. 


New  Film  Division  for 
DuPont  Advertising  Dept. 


Wilmington  —  E.  I.  Dupont  de 
Nemours  &  Co.  has  formed  an  ex- 
hibit motion  picture  and  art  division 
of  the  advertising  department. 

J.  S.  Hukill,  for  10  years  product 
advertising  manager  and  during  the 
war  a  naval  officer  assigned  to  mo- 
tion picture  production,  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  division, 
which  will  include  units  previously 
responsible  for  Dupont  exhibits  at 
conventions  and  elsewhere;  the  ex- 
hibits at  Atlantic  City  and  in  Wil- 
mington, and  at  plants;  Dupont  mo- 
tion picture  production  distribution 
and  projection,  and  advertising  art 
and  photographic  services. 

W.  H.  Uffelman  will  continue  as 
manager  of  exhibits;  W.  S.  Arm- 
strong, Jr.,  will  remain  as  manager 
of  the  Atlantic  City  exhibit;  W.  F. 
Butler,  as  manager  of  the  art  sec- 
tion, and  R.  P.  Buch  will  continue 
in  charge  of  motion  picture  produc- 
tion. 


while  Warners  plans  call  for  20. 
Universal-International  will 
have  have  a  maximum  of  26. 

Paramount's  1947  program  con- 
templates 27  features,  while 
United  Artists  has  penciled  in 
36  to  come  from  its  producers. 
RKO  Radio's  schedule  calls  for 
46  and  Columbia's  for  44. 

Republic  will  be  the  most  ac- 
tive studio,  with  60  pictures 
planned.  Monogram  will  turn 
out  53  and  PRC,  43. 

Eagle-Lion,  swinging  into  ac- 
tion, will  make  10,  while  Selz- 
nick  will  have  seven  to  10  and 
Samuel    Goldwyn,   four,   all   top 
bracket  pix.    Allied  Pictures 
plans    32    features    and    Screen 
Guild  Productions,  26. 
Practically    all    major    companies 
have  impressive  backlogs.  Metro,  for 
example,  has  more  than  30  features 
unreleased.  Paramount  and  Warners 
both  have  sufficient  features  await- 
ing release  to  supply  a  full  distri- 
bution   season's    requirements.      In- 
deed, in  the  instance  of  Paramount 
the    company    added    $8,000,000    in 


unreleased    films    to    its    inventory 
during  1946. 

$3,200,000  for  '47  Shorts 

Hollywood's  struggle  with  in- 
creased production  costs  is  not  re- 
stricted to  the  feature  field  alone. 
The  situation  perhaps  is  even  more 
critical  in  the  short  subject  produc- 
tion field.  In  the  last  five  or  six 
years  shorts  costs  have  jumped  a 
full  100  per  cent.  In  1947,  it  is  esti- 
mated snorts  subjects  budgets  will 
total  $3,200,000.  The  problem  of 
the  shorts  producer  and  distributor 
is  aggravated  by  the  fact  that  there 
has  been  no  appreciable  gain  in  film 
rental  returns  during  that  time.  Both 
producers  and  distributors  declare 
that  unless  the  rental  returns  can  be 
Increased  proportionately  the  short 
subject  will  go  the  way  of  the  dodo 
bird. 

The  plight  of  the  theatrical  short 
producer-distributor  explains  why 
several  of  the  major  companies  are 
turning  a  speculative  eye  on  other 
spheres  where  the  short  subject 
bulks  large — education  and  the  home. 
The  coming  year  should  bring  im- 
•^"*<*nt  developments  in  this  respect. 


Film  Board  to 
Push  Coast  Liaison 


Lake  Success  —  United  Na/^^V 
Film  Board  has  been  establishr^.o 
consolidate  the  film  requirements  of 
the  various  component  bodies  in  the 
U.  N.  New  set-up  is  aimed  to  elim- 
inate overlapping,  with  saving  in 
money  and  personnel. 

Charter  members  of  the  Film 
Board  are:  UNESCO,  Food  and  Agri- 
culture Organization,  International 
Labor  Organization  and  the  U.  N., ' 
represented  by  its  Department  of 
Public  Information.  Jean  Benoit- 
Levy  is  director  of  Films  and  Visual 
Information  as  well  as  head  of  the 
Film  Board's  executive  office.  His 
Associate  Director,  William  Farr, 
Counsellor  of  UNESCO's  Mass  Com- 
munication Division,  will  be  head- 
quartered in  Paris. 

Film  Board  has  sole  authority  to 
negotiate  with  governmental  and 
non -  governmental  bodies  every- 
where. Levy  hopes  to  establish  a 
particularly  strong  liaison  with  film 
producers  in  Hollywood  and  else- 
where. He  hopes  to  see  more  enter- 
tainment films  selling  the  importance 
of  U.  N.  to  the  world  community. 

Board  chairman  for  the  first  six 
months  is  the  Assistant  Secretary 
General  of  U.  N.'s  Department  of 
Public  Information.  After  that,  one 
of  the  board  members  will  be  elected 
for  a  one-year  term  to  act  as  chair- ; 
man. 


Jovan  Advance  Prods. 
In  Stage,  Film  Fields 

Chicago — James  Jovan,  owner  of 
the  Monroe  Theater  here,  and  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  pro- 
duction, distribution  and  exhibition 
of  motion  pictures,  has  formed  a 
new  theatrical  producing  organiza- 
tion, Advance  Productions,  Inc. 

Jovan    has    already    acquired    the  | 
rights  to  12  .scripts  which  he  expects 
to  produce  first  as  plays,  then  as  pix. 

Settle  Monroe  Squawk 

Chicago  —  The  Monroe  Theater 
clearance  complaint  against  the  Loop 
McVickers  Theater  was  settled  by 
agreement  between  James  Jovan, 
owner  of  the  Monroe  Theater,  and' 
the  Diana  Theater  Corp.,  Mc-Vickers 
owner,  which  is  operated  by  JLS 
Circuit  and  B  &  K.  Monroe  received 
better  Loop  clearance  and  withdraws 
its  arbitration  complaint. 


CHARTERED 


BERGEN  FILM  CORP.,  New  York  City,  with 
capital  of  100  shares  class  A,  and  100  shares 
class  B  no  par  value  stock,  three  shares  sub- 
scribed, to  distribute  motion  pictures.  Incor- 
porated Albany  by  Nathaniel  Katz,  Martin  J. 
Scheiman,   Mildred   H.   Kane. 

PUBLIC  AMUSEMENT  CORP.,  Indianapolis, 
with  capital  of  100  shares  of  no  par  value 
stock  to  operate  motion  picture  theaters.  In- 
corporated at  Indianapolis  by  Joseph  W.  Barr, 
John  R.  Barr  and  Claude  S.  Allison. 


n   Dist. 


jlntimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent  in  Thought 
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0LLI6D  mOVCS  TO  FIGHT  LOCAL,  STATE  TAKES 



Let  Industry  Tell  World  About  U.  S.— Price 


lime  to  Dispel  Distrust 
And  Fix  Policy,  Declares 
AMPP-MPAA  Executive 


•\West  Coast. Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Byron  Price,  AMPP 
ooard  chairman,  and  MPAA  vice- 
president,  told  the  Harvard  Clubs  of 
South  California  at  a  dinner  meeting 
•here  Friday  night  that  "no  clear  ap- 
proach has  been  made  toward  the 
'desired  goal  of  giving  foreign  peo- 
ples a  proper  image  of  American 
svays  and  American  ideals." 

"Manifest  State  Dept.  distrust  of 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Proiestant  Group 
To  Advise  Studios 

Paul  F.  Heard,  executive  secretary 
of  the  Protestant  Film  Commission, 
j  said  Friday  that  the  Commission,  in 
|  ^-operation  with  the  Los  Angeles 
^Federation  of  Churches,  is  setting  up 
«  consultative  committee  of  church 
land  film  people  in  Hollywood  to  in- 
( Continued  on   Page  6) 


25-City  Utah  Premiere 
^For  Enterprise  "Ramrod" 

Enterprise,  headed  by  David  Loew 
and  Charles  Einf  eld,  will  tee  off  with 
the  25-city  premiere  of  Harry  Sher- 
man's production  of  "Ramrod"  in 
Utah  on  Washington's  birthday,  it 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


itfono.'s  First  Short 
Shot  in  Ansco  Color 

"Climbing  the  Matterhorn,"  the 
first  commercial  picture  filmed  en- 
tirely in  Ansco  color,  will  be  re- 
leased by  Monogram  as  its  first 
two-reeler  it  was  anncunced  by 
President  Steve  Broidy  over  the 
week-end. 

Producer-Director  Irving  Allen, 
supervised  the  filming  as  an  experi- 
ment while  shooting  the  black  and 
white  backgrounds  for  "High  Con- 
quest," in  Zermatr,  and  on  the 
Matterhorn  in  Switzerland. 


AITO  of  Nebraska  and  Iowa  Urges  Members 

Protest  Measure  Cutting  School  Show  Tax 

Eldora,  Iowa — Allied  Independent  Theater  Owners  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska 
have  been  urged  by  the  organizatkn  to  petition  Congressmen  from  their 
various  districts  to  defeat  a  proposal  by  Henry  0.  Talle,  Congressman  from 
Iowa,  which  seeks  to  eliminate  Federal  admission  taxes  on  school  shows. 

It  was  pointed  out  in  a  notice  sent  members  that  schools  have  completely 
commercialized  their  activities  and  there  is  no  valid  reason  why  the  public 
should  not  be  required  to  pay. 


-Fox  Sales  Parley  Johnston  to  Testify 
At  Astor  Feb,  17-19    j  On  Reciprocal  Trade 


With  Prexy  Spyros  P.  Skouras 
among  the  speakers,  20th-Fox  will 
hold  its  first  post-war  national  sales 
conference  at  the  Hotel  Astor  on 
Feb.  17-19,  it  was  announced  Friday 
by  Tom  Connors,  vice-president  in 
charge   of  distribution. 

Discussions  will  cover  new  sales 
procedures  and  other  vital  problems 
affecting  the  distribution.  The  con- 
ference will  be  attended  by  all  U.  S. 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Extend  "Dimes"  Theater 
Contest  To  Next  Week 


The  final  date  for  filing  tele- 
graphic reports  of  collections  in  the 
March  of  Dimes  contest  has  been  ex- 
tended from  Wednesday  to  next 
Monday,  it  was  announced  over  the 
week-end  by  Emil  C.  Jensen,  director 
of  the  motion  picture  division.  The 
date  has  been  extended,  Jensen  ex- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  A  full-scale  battle 
on  the  reciprocal  trade  program  ap- 
peared in  the  making  over  the  week- 
end as  motion  picture  industry  and 
Congressional  leaders  prepared  to 
testify  before  the  Committee  on 
Reciprocity  Information  on  Thurs- 
day. 

On  opposing  sides  will  be  Eric  A. 
Johnston,  MPAA  president,  a  firm 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Va.  MPTA  to  Hear  Plea 
For  Free  Global  Market 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Senator  Robertson 
of  Virginia  today  will  tell  members 
of  the  Virginia  MPTA  that  exhib- 
itors should  support  pix  producers 
seeking  to  raise  the  standards  of 
American  motion  pictures. 

Senator  Robertson  will  be  one  of 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


MPAA  May  Extend  Research 

Johnston  Here  Today  to  Discuss  Proposals 


FCC  Nixes  Tele  Permits 
But  Hearing  Is  Expected 


Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington — FCC  over  the  week- 
end   dismissed   the    applications   for 
new    television    stations    from    four 
companies  allegedly  "controlled"  by 
Paramount. 
The  Commission,  however,  gave  the 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Extension  of  present  MPAA  re- 
search activities  to  new  fields  will  be 
discussed  by  Eric  A.  Johnston, 
MPAA  president,  who  arrives  in 
New  York  today  from  Washington 
for  a  planned  stay  of  three  days. 

At  the  present  time,  the  MPAA  re- 
search program  is  confined  to  three 
subjects,  a  census  of  overseas  the- 
aters, a  similar  count  of  domestic 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Board  Defers  Action  on 
Pix-Backing  Deal;  Will 
File  Brief  on  Decree 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Moving  to  com- 
bat the  "dangerous"  spread  of 
State  and  local  taxes  on  admis- 
sions, Allied  States'  board  over  the 
week-end  created  a  central  clearing 
house  of  information  to  co-ordinate 
the  exhibitor  battle. 

Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman  of  the 
board  and  general  counsel,  urged 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


German  Pix  Policy 


Re-examination  of  the  American 
policy  governing  the  rehabilitation 
of  the  German  film  industry,  a  task 
assigned  by  the  Army  to  Eric  Pom- 
mer,  is  to  be  undertaken  bv  Amer- 
ican military  authorities  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  American  film  com- 
( Continued  on   Page  6) 


$250,000  Settlement  of 
Met.  Playhouses  Claims 

An  order  was  signed  by  Federal 
Judge  John  C.  Knox,  Friday,  approv- 
ing the  application  of  Robert  Aron- 
stein,  attorney  for  certain  creditors 
of  Fox  Theaters  Corp.,  and  Kenneth 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Six  Stars  to  Appear 
In  Brotherhood  Clip 

June  Allyson,  Lionel  Barrymore, 
Joan  Bennett,  Gene  Kelly,  Gregory 
Peck  and  Dick  Pcwell  will  comprise 
the  cast  of  the  special  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  news  featurette  which  will  an- 
nounce American  Brotherhood  Week 
to  millions  of  moviegoers  during 
Feb.  16-23.  Produced  by  David  O. 
Selznick,  and  directed  by  William 
Dieterle,  the  subject  will  become  a 
part  of  every  newsreel  in  the  na- 
tion starting  with  the  opening  of 
the  drive. 
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"Queen"  Arrives  Today 
With  Warner  and  Coward 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
-Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett. 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


financial. 


{Jan.  31) 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — An  act  by  which 
cities  could  tax  amusements  was  fa- 
vorably discussed  last  week  at  a 
meeting  of  the  League  of  Third  Class 
Cities. 

An  amusement  tax  has  been  ru- 
mored for  the  state  to  help  increase 
revenue.  Reported  at  five  per  cent, 
the  state  tax  would  make  it  impos- 
sible for  the  cities  to  collect  an 
amusement  tax.  Cities  and  other 
municipal  subdivisions  are  permitted 
to  impose  taxes  on  only  those  articles 
not  taxed  by  the  state. 

In  either  event,  an  amusement  tax 
for  Pennsylvania  in  the  near  future 
appears  as  a  certainty.  Should  the 
state  decide  not  to  enact  an  amuse- 
ment tax,  which  is  considered  hardly 
likely  due  to  the  fact  the  common- 
wealth is  badly  in  need  of  funds, 
then  the  cities  and  municipalities 
would  place  a  tax  on  amusements. 

Theater  Tax  Prospects 
Stronger  in  Michigan 

Detroit — Prospects  of  theater  tax- 
ation loomed  a  little  stronger  as  the 
result  of  a  statement  by  Gov.  Kim 
Sigler  that  the  state  must  find  new 
tax  sources  to  provide  for  a  book 
deficit  of  $83,000,000  —  contrasted 
with  a  state  surplus  reported  last 
Summer  at  around  $60,00,000.  Sigler 
did  not  indicate  what  direction  new 
taxes  would  necessarily  take,  but  the 
Governor's  statement  is  believed  to 
have  encouraged  the  few  legislators 
who  have  had  a  pet  tax  bill  on 
amusements  in  mind  for  several  sea- 
sons. With  the  legislature  still  in  its 
biennial  session,  anything  may  be  ex- 
pected to  happen. 

Affirm  Clearance  Cut 

The  motion  picture  arbitration 
Appeal  Board  last  week  affirmed  the 
award  of  the  arbitrator  in  the  com- 
plaint of  the  Paradise  Theater  in 
Brooklyn  against  M-G-M  and  Para- 
mount involving  clearance  enjoyed 
by  the  Avon  Theater.  Clearance  of 
the  Avon  was  reduced  from  seven  to 
three  days. 


Jack  L.  Warner,  exec,  veepee  of 
WB,  and  his  wife  head  the  list  of 
industry  notables  arriving  today  on 
the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth.  Others 
skedded  for  arrival  are:  Noel  Cow- 
ard, playwright  and  actor;  Glynnis 
Johns,  British  film  star;  Elsa  Max- 
well, columnist;  Tino  Rossi,  singer, 
and  S.  Sanger,  editor  of  British  Mo- 
vietonews. 


Bader  Business  Manager 
Of  the  Film  Bulletin 


Dave  Bader,  industry  veteran,  has 
been  named  business  manager  of 
The  Film  Bulletin,  it  was  announced 
today  by  Mo  Wax,  publisher.  Bader's 
headquarters  will  be  in  the  paper's 
business  offices,  Suite  622,  1819 
Broadway.  Bader  has  just  com- 
pleted a  special  assignment  with  the 
motion  picture  division  of  the  March 
of  Dimes. 


Rep.,  PRC.  Sign  With  SPG 

Screen  Publicists  Guild  last  week 
completed  negotiations  and  signec 
contracts  with  Republic  and  PRC 
The  pacts  are  standard,  similar  to 
those  signed  with  10  other  com- 
panies. 


Loew  Circuit  Division 
Heads  to  Meet  in  N.  Y. 


Loew's  out-of-town  division  man- 
agers will  meet  in  New  York  on 
Thursday  for  advertising  confer- 
ences with  Howard  Dietz  of  M-G-M 
and  Ernest  Emerling  of  Loew's  The- 
aters. Divisional  publicists  will  also 
attend  the  meetings.  They  include: 
Joe  Di  Pesa,  Boston;  Ed  Fisher, 
Cleveland;  Ted  Barker,.  St.  Louis; 
Brock  Whitlock,  Washington;  Lou 
Brown,  Poli  Circuit,  and  Gertrude 
Bunchez,   Baltimore. 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
Low     Close       Chg. 

2oy4    2oy2  —    i/8 

194       194 
25 


High 

Columbia   Picts 20y8 

East.   Kodak    194 

Loew's,    Inc 25%  25'/8  253,4 

Paramount  30  28%  29% 

RKO      15%  15  15% 

Republic    Pict 73/4       7V4  73/8 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    14%  14%  14% 

20th  Century-Fox   ...    19  19  19 

Universal   Pict 29  28'/4  29 

Warner   Bros 173/4  17%  173/8  + 

NEW  YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 5V8        5  5       —     '/8 

RKO        4%       4%  4%  +     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3%  -j-     Vs 

Technicolor    17  16V2  17        +      % 

Trans-Lux      4%       4  4%   -j-     V4 
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y4 

Va, 
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Cinecolor 


Bid     Asked 

5%       6 1/4 


Pathe      73/4 


Webster  WB  Des  Moines  Mgr. 

Promotion  of  Paul  Webster,  form- 
erly of  Warners  sales  staff  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  to  branch  manager  in  Des 
Moines  was  announced  over  the 
week-end  by  Ben  Kalmenson.  Web- 
ster succeeds  George  Lefko, resigned. 


Added  Sunday  Show  Hour 

Hartford,  Conn. — A  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Aldermanic  Committee  to 
liberalize  Sunday  hours  of  Hartford 
movie  theaters  by  giving  them  an 
additional  hour  of  operation,  is  ex- 
pected to  be  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mon Council. 


AVAILABLE  NOW 

Writer,  Publicist,  Reporter,  New 
York  and  Calif,  background.  Re- 
cently  here    from    Hollyword. 

BOX   116,   FILM   DAILY 
1501   BROADWAY,         NEW  YORK 


Hyde  on  New  York  Deals 

Donald  Hyde,  vice-president  of 
United  States  Pictures,  who  arrives 
in  New  York  today  from  the  Coast 
to  confer  with  Warners  execs,  on  the 
release  of  "Pursued,"  remains  in  the 
East  for  two  weeks  and  will  also 
confer  on  deals  for  several  new 
story  properties,  one  a  top  Broad- 
wav  hit. 


15  YEARS 

Varied  35MM  and  16MM  Motion  Picture 
Experience.  Laboratory — Title  and  Anima- 
tion Photography — Editing.  Now  Editing 
Series  Kodachrome  Documentaries.  Avail- 
able in  Two  or  Three  Weeks. 
FILM   DAILY  Box   115 
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RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HAL^ 

Rockefeller  Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
In  Technicolor     •     An  M-G-M   Picture 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 
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DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS.  Jr. 
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A  John  Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Open 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 


young  JJlven- 
-HALU/ALLlSr— «- 

JVtarria^e^ 


•nflr. 


Sssr 


IHlHBtB&r, 


Ng&MfeNSE, 


W 


-p/IRAMOUA/r  as; 


'THE   BEST   PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR"— 

N.    Y.   FILM   CRITICS 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Confinuouj         A    CTAD    B'WAY  and 
Performances     Xl.tJ  X   V>J\.      45th  ST. 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in  y 

|'I3  RUE  MADELEINE 

A  20lh  Cenrury-Fox  Picture 

PIUS  ON  STAGE -GRAC-BE  FIELDS 

Extra!  ARTHUR  BLAKE 

_j*oxy 


M 


„> 


Monday,  February  3,  1947 


W 


DAILY 


!-Fox  Sales  Parley 
Astor  Feb,  17-19 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
district  and  branch  managers,  as 
well  as  sales  executives  and  sales 
department  heads  at  the  home  office. 
There  will  also  be  separate  divisional 
"Ttings  to  discuss  special  terri- 
y»al  problems. 

Skouras  will  report  on  his  recent 
visit  to  the  studios,  and  outline  plans 
for  the  important  pictures  scheduled 
for  1947  release. 

Scheduled  to  attend  from  the  home 
office  are  W.  C.  Michel,  Donald  Hen- 
derson, W.  J.  Eadie,  Otto  Koegel,  W. 
J.  Kupper,  Charles  Schlaifer,  John 
Caskey,  W.  C.  Gehring,  A.  W.  Smith, 
Jr.,  Herman  Wobber,  Harry  Ballance, 
Jack  Bloom,  Edwin  H.  Collins,  Mar- 
tin Moskowitz,  Peter  Levathes  and 
Jack  Sichelman. 

District  managers  who  will  attend 
include:  C.  E.  Peppiatt,  Atlantic;  E. 
X.  Callahan,  North  East;  Paul  S. 
Wilson.  South  East;  Phil  Longdon, 
South  West;  Jack  H.  Lorentz,  Great 
Lakes;  J.  J.  Grady,  Mid-East;  M.  A. 
Levy,  Prairie;  Ward  E.  Scott,  Mid- 
West;  Charles  L.  Walker,  Mountain; 
Bryan  D.  Stoner,  Pacific;  Sydney 
Samson,  Canada:  and  Ravrmnd  E. 
Moon,  Eastern  New  York  State. 

Branch  managers  who  will  attend 
are:  Joseph  B.  Rosen,  Albany;  Sam 
Gross,  Philadelphia;  Weldon  Waters, 
Pittsburgh;  C.  G.  Norris,  Washing- 
ton; James  M.  Connolly,  Boston; 
William  Graham,  acting  manager, 
Buffalo;  Benjamin  A.  Simon,  New 
Haven;  Fred  R.  Dodson,  Atlanta;  J. 
E.  Holston,  Charlotte;  Mark  Sheri- 
dan, New  Orleans;  H.  L.  Beecroft, 
Dallas;  Tom  W.  Young,  Memphis; 
Grady  L.  James,  sales  manager, 
Oklahoma  City;  Tom  R.  Gilliam, 
Chicago;  Joseph  J.  Lee,  Detroit; 
Joseph  R.  Neger,  Milwaukee;  Leavitt 
J.  Bugie,  Cincinnati;  I.  J.  Schmertz, 
.Cleveland;  George  T.  Landis,  Indian- 
apolis; Gordon  F.  Halloran,  Des 
Moines;  Jack  S.  Cohan,  Minneapolis; 
Joseph  E.  Scott,  Omaha;  George  W. 
Fuller,  Kansas  City;  Benjamin  B. 
Reingold,  St.  Louis;  V.  J.  Dugan, 
Denver;  Clyde  Blasius,  Salt  Lake 
City;  Clyde  W.  Eckhardt,  Los  An- 
geles; Charles  F.  Powers,  Portland; 
Joseph  M.  Podoloff,  San  Francisco, 
and  Frank  Drew,  Seattle. 


"Yank  In  Rome"  at  Squire 

Squire  Theater  is  showing  "A 
Yank  in  Rome."  World  Wide 
Film  Corp.,  1600  Broadway,  distrib- 
utes the  bi-lingual  pic  which  was 
made  in  Italy. 


SEHD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIIKiS  TO: 


Feb.  3 
Mory   Carlisle  Albert  S.  Howson 

S.   D.   Cohen  Milton    Silver 

Peggy  Ann  Garner  James   A.    Starr 

Russell  Arms  Pat   H.   Harman 


IM 


OSCAR  A.  DOOB,  general  theater  executive 
of  Loew's,  and  MRS.  DOOB,  are  vacationing  at 
La  Quinta,  Cal.  Doob  will  confer  with  M-G-M 
studio  officials  at   the  conclusion   of  his  trip. 

DAVID  B.  WHALEN,  Eastern  publicity  rep. 
for  Gene  Autry,  is  en  route  to  Houston,  where 
his  Stetson-hatted  client,  is  appearing  with  the 
rodeo. 

WILLIAM    F.    RODGERS,    Metro   vice-president  j 
and  general  sales  manager,   is   in  Chicago  for  a 
two-day  session  of  M-G-M  field  sales  managers 
and  home  office  executives. 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER  and  WALTER  L.  TITUS, 
JR.,  left  New  York  yesterday  by  plane,  for 
Rep.'s  Charlotte  office,  first  stop  on  a  tour 
including  Atlanta,  Miami,  Tampa,  New  Or- 
leans, and   Dallas.  , 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  M-G-M  producer,  returns 
today  from  Washington  where  he  spent  the 
week-end. 

HOWARD  HERTY,  Los  Angeles  M-G-M  ex- 
ploiteer,   left  for  the  Coast  over  the  week-end.  I 

RALPH  WHEELWRIGHT,  of  M-G-M's  studio 
publicity  department,  leaves  tomorrow  for  Wash- 
ington and  on  Wednesday  will  head  for  the 
Coast. 

JAY  EISENBERG,  of  M-G-M's  legal  depart- 
ment, left  yesterday  for  Chicago  to  spend  sev- 
eral  days   there   on    business.  I 

CHARLES  K.  STERN,  Loew's  assistant  treas- 
urer, plans  to  leave  for  the  Coast  Feb.  13.  He 
will  be  gone  several  weeks  and  also  visit  San 
Francisco. 

WALTER  BROOKS,  assistant  to  H.  M.  Richey, 
is   due  back   today   from   a   trip   to   Washington. 

I.  FREEMAN,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity 
department,  left  for  the  Coast  over  the  week- 
end. 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR.,  who  plays  the  role  of 
Jody  in  M-G-M's  "The  Yearling,"  will  arrive 
from  the  Coa«t  tomorrow,  accompanied  by  his 
father,   CLAUDE  JARMAN,   SR. 

TED  MORRIS,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity 
department,   arrived    yesterday   from    the    Coast. 

SAM  BOVERMAN,  of  the  Paramount  home 
office  legal  staff,  is  in  New  Orleans  on  busi- 
ness. 

RICHARD  MORGAN,  of  the  Paramount  home 
nffice  legal  department  entrained  for  the 
Coast  yesterday  to  confer  with  George  A. 
Smith,  the  company's  Western  division  sales 
manager. 

AUSTIN  KEOUGH,  Paramount  vice-president 
in  charge  of  legal  matters,  is  in   Florida. 

LOYAL  HAIGHT,  assistant  manager  of  Para- 
mount Theaters  Service  Corp.  candy  sales,  is  in 
Detroit. 

PAUL  NATHAN,  Paramount's  assistant  play 
editor,  has   r°t"rned   from   a   Boston  trip. 

HAROLD  VERMILYEA,  returned  to  the  Coast 
on  Sunday. 

Extend  "Dimes"  Th  eater 
Contest  To  Next  Week 

(Continued   from   Page    1) 

nlained,  to  allow  exhibitors  in  Ha- 
waii, Alaska,  and  Porto  Rico  to  re- 
oort  and  to  permit  the  participation 
in  the  contest  of  some  exhibitors 
who  were  obliged,  because  of  local 
circumstances,  to  begin  their  week 
of  collection  after  the  specified  start- 
in?  date  of  Jan.  24. 

Jensen  reiterated  Saturday  that 
more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  theaters 
reporting  to  date  show  substantial 
increases  over  1946  collections. 


"Gangs.  Inc."  Reissue  Clicks 

Cleveland,  O. — "Gangs,  Inc.,"  in  its 
first  test  engagement  as  a  re-issue, 
almost  doubled  the  weekly  gross  at 
Loew's  Ohio  Theater  in  Cleveland. 
"Ganers,  Inc."  is  distributed  by  Madi- 
son Pictures  of  New  York,  headed  by 
Armand  Schneck. 


EARLE  SWEIGERT,  Paramount's  Mideastern 
division   sales  manager,    is  in   Washington. 

CHARLES  J.  FELDMAN,  Universal  Western 
division  sales  manager,  left  N.  Y.  over  th2 
week-end  for  Omaha,  Des  Moines  and  Kansas 
City.  Then  to  Chicago  for  Universal  meeting 
Feb.  7  and  8.  After  meeting  he  proceeds  to 
Denver  and   L.   A. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Enterprise  prexy,  arrives 
on  the  Coast  today  from  New  York. 

ABEL  G"EEN  arrives  in  New  York  tomor- 
row from  the  Coast. 

ROBERT  TAPLINGER,  Enterprise  ad-publicity 
head,  returns  to  the  Coast  at  the  week-end. 

DANE  CLARK,  on  completion  of  his  role  in 
"Deep  Valley,"  leaves  for  New  York  this  week. 

VINCENT  TROTTA,  will  head  the  committee 
of  judges  that  will  select  the  queen  of  the 
campus  at  Seton  Hall  College,  South  Orange, 
N.  J.,  on  Feb.  7. 

MORRIS  GOODMAN,  former  Republic  foreign 
manager  and  until  recently  MPEA  representa- 
tive in  Berlin,  is  stopping  off  in  Paris  with 
MRS.  GOODMAN,  where  they  will  remain  un- 
til Feb.  7.  They  are  staying  at  the  George  V 
Hotel. 

ARTHUR  DENT  returns  to  London  on  the 
S.S.   America,   sailing  Thursday  from   New  York 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprint  and  importations,  has  extended  his  fou 
of  Mideastern  exchanges  and  will  return  from 
the  trip  the  latter  part  of  next  week  instead 
of   Monday,   as   originally    planned. 

RALPH  WHEELWRIGHT,  assistant  to  How- 
ard Strickling  at  the  M-G-M  studios,  will  leave 
for  Washington  Tuesday  and  head  for  the  Coast 
Wednesday. 

A.  G.  PETRASEK,  dealer  sales  manager  in 
the  16  mm.  equipment  section  of  the  RCA 
Victor  division,  Camden,  N.  J.,  is  now  on  o 
tour  of  RCA  16  mm.  equipment  dealers  through- 
out  the   South   and   the   West    Coast. 

J.  CARROLL  NAISH  is  due  in  New  York  next 
week  from  the  Coast. 

CECIL  B.  DeMILLE  has  advanced  his  arrival 
from  the  Coast  from   Feb.   18  to  Feb.   15. 

DIANA  LYNN  is  due  in  town  from  Chicago 
on  Feb.  7.  She  is  scheduled  to  return  to  the 
Coast  on   Feb.    10. 

LEON  J.  BAMBERGER,  RKO  sales  promotion 
manager,  will  be  in  Washington  today,  where 
he  will  be  a  principal  speaker  at  the  banquet 
of  the  MPTO  of  Virginia. 

HARRY  RUSKIN,  M-G-M  writer,  is  in  town 
from  the  Coast. 


MPAA  To  Discuss  New 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
theaters  and  an  analysis  of  company 
advertising  expenditures. 

Johnston,  it  is  understood,  is  anx- 
ious to  undertake  research  in  several 

MPAA  headquarters  in  Washing- 
ton, over  the  week-end,  termed  "ab- 
surd" published  reports  that  Eric  A. 
Johnston  was  contemplating  resign- 
ing as  president. 


other  fields,  and  will  outline  his  pro- 
posals to  the  MPAA  Research  Com- 
mittee. 

The  MPAA  topper  is  expected  to 
be  accompanied  to  New  York  by 
Edward  Cheyfitz  of  his  Washington 
staff. 


Johnston  to  Testify  on 
Reciprocal  Trade  Program 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
backer   of  the   trade   program,    and 
Rep.  Harold   Knutson,   chairman   of 
the  tariff-writing  House  Ways   and 
Means  Committee. 

MPAA  is  preparing  a  detailed 
statement  showing  the  manv  foreign 
restrictions  on  American  films  and 
advocating  further  reduction  in 
trade  barriers  throughout  the  world. 
In  addition.  Johnston  will  appear 
before  the  Committee  with  a  strong 
personal  statement  on  the  question 
Observers  for  other  branches  of  the 
industry,  as  well  as  top  officials  from 
the  State  Department,  are  exnected 
to  attend  the  session,  beginning  at 
10  a.m.  Thursday. 

Schlesinger's  Father  Buried 

I.  Schlesinger,  father  of  Leonard 
S.  Schlesinger.  president  and  general 
manaeer  of  Warners  Service  Corp., 
died  Friday  at  his  h^rae  in  St.  Louis 
and  wn.s  buried  in  that  city  yester- 
day. He  was  in  his  late  seventies. 
The  Warner  exec,  returns  to  New 
York  tomorrow  after  attending  the 
funeral. 


$250,000  Settlement  of 
Met.  Playhouses  Claims 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
P.  Steinreich  and  Leopold  Porrino  as 
trustees  of  Fox  for  an  offer  of  $250,- 
000  as  a  settlement  arising  from  the 
acquisition  of  Class  A  stock  in  Met- 
ropolitan Playhouses,  Inc.  The  set- 
tlement offer  was  made  by  United 
Artists  Theater  Circuit,  Inc.,  and 
Skouras  Theaters  Corp.  After  a 
hearing  before  Judge  Knox  attended 
by  creditors,  the  offer  was  approved 
and  the  deal  will  be  consummated 
within  10  days.  Offer  of  settlement 
made  by  UA  Theaters  and  Skouras, 
dated  Jan.  9,  1947,  settles  all  claims 
that  the  trustees  of  Fox  may  have 
arising  from  the  acquisition  by  the 
two  companies  of  the  Metropolitan 
Playhouses   Class   A  stock. 


FCC  Nixes  Tele  Permits 
But  Hearing  Is  Expected 


(Continued   from   Page   1 ) 

companies  20  days  in  which  to  file 
requests  for  a  hearing.  There  ap- 
pears little  doubt  that  this  will  be 
done  and  the  Commission  will  set 
aside  the  dismissals  and  grant,  the 
hearing. 

FCC  previously  had  ruled  that 
Paramount  has  reached  its  limit  of 
five  stations  under  existing  Com- 
mission rules  on  multiple  ownership. 
The  whole  question  of  multiple 
ownership  will  be  explored  by  the 
Commission  beginning  this  week.  In 
addition  to  tele,  the  probe  will  in- 
clude FM  and  standard  broadcasting. 


SICK  LIST 


ARNOLD  STOLTZ,  PRC  special  sales 
rep.,  had  an  emergency  appendectomy  at 
the  West  Side  Hospital  last  Thursday  and 
is  expected  back  at  his  desk  in  about  a 
week. 


•  ■ 
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fife,  A***** 


6<aee? 


THIS    IS    THE    HOUS 


in  a  role  even  more  powerful, 
more  dramatic  than  his  thrill- 
ing parts  in  "Little  Caesar" 
and  "The  Stranger"! 


forever  memorable  to  mil- 
lions after  his  heartwarm- 
ing performances  in  "Stage 
Door  Canteen"  and  "Home 
In  Indiana",  reaffirms  his 
acting  stature  now! 


fHAT    WILL    BUILD    J 


m 


Julie  London,  Allene  Roberts 
and  Rory  Calhoun,  names  you 
and  your  audiences  will  long 
remember  for  their  perform- 
ances here  —  and  the  match- 
less artistry  of  wonderful 
Judith  Anderson  in  a  superb 
supporting  part! 


***** 
tot  *     ^"^ 


SOL  LESSER 

presents 

EDWARD  G. 
ROBINSON 


LON 

MCALLISTER 

in 

The  RED 
HOUSF 


ALLENE  ROBERTS  •  JULIE  LOUDON 
ONA  MUNSON  •  HARRY  SHANNON 

From  the  novel  "THE  RED  HOUSE"  by  George  Agnew  Chamberlain 
Written  for  the  screen  and  Directed  by 

DELMER   DAVES 

Copyright  by  Thalia  Productions,  Inc. 


it  is  released  thru  the  h*  use 
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Monday,  February  3,  1947 


German  Pix  Policy 


Allied  To  Fight  Tax  Moves 

Info  Clearing  House  Formed  for  Exhibs. 


(Continued    from    Paje    1) 


Industry  Should  Tell 
World  About  U.  S. 


I  Continued   from   Page   1) 

panies,  it  was  reported  at  the  week- 
end. 

The  American  companies  were 
moved  to  press  for  the  re-examina- 
tion upon  the  discovery  that  Pom- 
mer's  plans  envisioned  the  produc- 
tion of  films  in  Germany  and  in 
Austria  not  only  for  exhibition  in 
those  countries  but  for  export  as 
well. 

Irving  Maas,  MPEA  vice-president 
and  general  manager,  who  recently 
returned  from  a  three  months' 
European  survey,  said  on  his  arrival 
that  the  physical  rehabilitation  of 
the  German  film  industry  was  pro- 
ceeding at  rapid  pace,  not  only  in 
the  U.  S.  zone  but  the  French,  Eng- 
lish and  Russian  zones  as  well. 


Va.  MPTA  to  Hear  Plea 
For  Free  Global  Market 


immediate  action  after  describing 
the  tax  moves  as  the  "most  threat- 
ening single  thing  now  facing  ex- 
hibitors." 

In  a  fast-paced  two-day  meeting, 
the  Allied  board  elected  officers  and 
turned  a  cold  shoulder  to  participa- 
tion in  a  industry-Government  com- 
mittee to  co-operate  in  a  Federal 
film-message  program.  The  board, 
however,  voted  to  continue  Allied's 
own  co-operation  with  the  Govern- 
ment, including  the  reviewing  of 
Federal  films. 

Admitting  that  nothing  could   be 

—  ALLIED  ELECTIONS  — 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

several  top  officials  expected  to  ad- 
dress the  annual  mid-Winter  conven- 
tion of  the  Virginia  grcup.  Between 
400  and  500  persons  are  expected  to 
attend  the  convention  today. 

The  Virginia  legislator  will  issue 
a  strong  plea  for  a  free  exchange  of 
pix  between  countries  as  a  "powerful 
stimulus"  for  international  friend- 
ship. He  is  also  expected  to  ask  the 
exhibs.  to  support  the  State  Depart- 
ment's reciprocal  trade  program. 
Also  expected  to  address  the  con- 
vention are  Sen.  Harry  Byrd  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Robert  Wright,  special 
assistant  to  the  U.  S.  attorney  gen- 
eral. 

Election  of  officers  will  be  held  to- 
day at  the  Hotel  Shoreham.  Conven- 
tion chairman  is  Sam  Roth,  with 
Wade  Pearson  and  Harold  Wood  co- 
chairmen. 


RCA  Announces  New 
16mm.  Tele-Pic  Projector 


Camden,  N.  J. — Introduction  of  a 
new  RCA  16  mm  projector  especially 
designed  for  operation  with  a  tele- 
vision camera  and  facilitating  the 
use  of  newsreels,  short  film  subjects, 
and  film  commercials  for  low-cost 
television  programming,  was  an- 
nounced by  W.  W.  Watts,  vice-pres- 
ident in  charge  of  RCA  engineering 
products  department. 

New  tele-film  projector,  RCA  type 
TP-16A,  is  an  adaptation  of  an  RCA 
16  mm.  sound  motion  picture  pro- 
jector. It  has  been  modified  to  pro- 
ject motion  pictures  onto  the  mosaic 
of  a  pickup  tube  in  a  television  cam- 
era where  the  varying  light  values 
of  the  moving  pictures  are  translated 
into  video   signals  for  transmission. 


Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Jack  Kirsch,  was 
re-elected  president  of  Allied 
States  by  the  group's  board  over 
the  week-end.  Also  re-elected  were 
Abram  F.  Myers,  chairman  of  the 
board  and  general  counsel;  P.  J. 
Wood,  recording  secretary,  and 
William  L.  Ainsworth,  treasurer. 
Elected  secretary  to  succeed  H.  H. 
Loivcnstein  was  Trueman  Rem- 
Busch. 


done  at  this  time  to  combat  the  Fed- 
eral admissions  tax,  the  board 
agreed  to  concentrate  its  efforts  in 
fighting  the  local  and  state  tax 
onslaught.  Under  the  central  clear- 
ing house  plan,  Allied  members  will 
send  all  pertinant  information,  in- 
cluding exhibitor  experience  with 
certain  problems,  to  Myers,  who  will 
assemble  the  data  and  inform  all 
members  through  the  Allied  Bulletin. 
Defer  Pix-Backing  Deal 

After  hearing  a  report  from  Irving 
Dollinger  on  Allied's  contemplated 
plan  to  back  pix  production,  the 
board  postponed  action.  Although  no 
comments  have  been  made  to  Stan- 
ley Neal  of  New  York,  the  board 
agreed  to  extend  for  30  days  prelim- 
inary agreements  and  contract  dis- 
cussions. The  board  has  the  power 
to  take  final  action  on  the  contem- 
plated deal.  Myers  said  the  board 
may  be  called  to  take  such  action  at 
any  time. 

In  pointing  up  the  need  for  more 
pix  Dollinger  said  the  seven  major 
companies    (excluding    United    Art- 


25-City  Utah  Premiere 
For  Enterprise  "Ramrod' 


Lloyd  Pic  In  Miami  Bow 

Miami — World  premiere  of  How- 
ard Hughes'  "The  Sin  of  Harold 
Diddlebock"  will  be  held  Feb.  18,  at 
the  Lincoln  here.  Lloyd  is  en  route 
to  Miami  where  he  will  make  a  p.  a. 
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was  disclosed  Friday  by  Robert  Tap- 
linger,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
Enterprise  ad-publicity,  at  an  indus- 

i  try  press  luncheon  at  "21,"  hosted 
by  UA.  Paul  Lazarus,  Jr.,  UA  ad- 
publicity  chief,  did  the  honors  for 
the    distributor. 

Taplinger    said    that    three    Salt 

I  Lake  City  theaters  would  open  the 
pic  simultaneously,  the  premiere  be- 
ing tied  in  with  Utah's  centennial. 
Special  radio  programs  are  being 
set,  and  a  special  train  will  bring  in 
a  Hollywood  contingent  for  the  hoop- 
la, Taplinger  said. 


ists)  produced  a  total  of  only  221 
pix  in  194C,  compared  with  a  total 
of  353  in  1941.  Average  net  profit 
on  the  films,  however,  jumped  from 
$100,000  in  1941  to  $560,000  in  1946. 

On  the  question  of  participation 
in  the  industry-Government  commit- 
tee setup  to  pass  on  Government 
films,  the  board  agreed  to  stay  out 
of  this  committee  and  continue 
Allied's  past  policy  of  co-operation. 

The  board  voted  to  authorize 
Myers  to  apply  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  for  leave  to  file  a  brief  as 
amicus  curiae  "either  in  conjunction 
with  other  groups  or  alone"  in  the 
New  York  equity  case. 

The  full  resolution  approved  by 
the  board  on  the  equity  case  follows: 

1.  That  the  executive  committee  continue 
to  serve  as  a  special  committee  of  the 
Board  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  Gen- 
eral Counsel  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
Government's  suit  against  the  major  com- 
panies: Provided,  that  the  directors  be  kept 
informed  of  all  developments  and  that  any 
proposed  changes  in  the  policy  heretofore 
followed  be  reported  to  the  directors  for 
mail    vote. 

2.  That  the  committee  be  given  discre- 
tionary power  to  confer  and  co-operate  with 
other  independent  exhibitor  associations  and 
to  authorize  the  General  Counsel  at  the 
proper  time  to  apply  to  the  Supreme  Court 
for  leave  to  file  a  brief  as  amicus  curiae 
either  in  conjunction  with  such  other  groups 
or  alone,  as  the  committee  may  decide  fol- 
lowing such   conference. 

3.  That  all  actions  of  the  committee,  of 
the  General  Counsel  and  of  Allied's  rep^e 
sentatives  at  the  September  meeting  of  the 
CIEA,  in  connection  with  the  suit,  be  ap- 
proved,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board. 

4.  That  the  Board  authorize  the  Genera" 
Counsel  to  convey  to  the  Attorney  General, 
in  its  name,  the  Board's  appreciation  of  his 
steadfastness  in  pressing  for  the  complete 
separation  of  production  and  distribution 
from  exhibition;  its  admiration  of  the  skill 
and  tenacity  with  which  his  assistant,  Robert 
L.  Wright,  pursued  that  remedy  in  the 
Statutory  Court:  And  its  earnest  request 
that  the  Government  will  promptly  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing such  full  measure  of  relief. 

In  the  absence  of  President  Jack  Kirsch. 
who  was  snow-bound,  but  expected  for 
Saturday's  meeting,  Friday's  meeting  of  the 
Board  was  presided  over  by  Martin  G. 
Smith,  president  of  Ohio  Allied. 

Although  no  action  was  taken  on  Friday, 
it  appeared  clear  that  the  board  would  fol- 
low recommendations  made  by  Myers  and 
steer  clear  of  participation  in  the  forum 
backed  by  MPTOA.  The  Board  was  also  ex- 
pected to  back  Myers  in  his  insistence  that 
any  meeting  recognize  the  indie  exhibitors 
as   a   "distinct   branch  of   the   industry." 

In  another  action,  the  Board  backed  the 
plan  of  Attorney  General  Tom  C.  Clark  to 
equip  a  special  train  to  exhibit  America's 
priceless  documents  in  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

Protestant  Com.  to  Advise 
Studios  on  Religious  Pix 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

j  terpret  the  Protestant  point  of  view 
to  industry  producers. 

In  order  to  check  planned  produc- 
tions before  they  are  made,  the  com- 
mittee will  review  original  scripts 
and  endeavor  to  encourage  and  stim- 
ulate the  production  of  films  of  high 
moral  and  artistic  value.  Also  in 
the  offing  is  an  original  screenplay 
on  a  spiritual  theme  for  production 
by  a  major  company. 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

private  industry  has  been  countered 
by  industry  distrust  of  the  real 
motives  of  some  public  officials,"  de- 
clared the  war-time  head  of  P  *>aer| 
ican  censorship  and  former  A1V  x\c. 
"It  is  time  distrust  was  dispelled 
from  so  important  a  field,  and  policy 
fixed." 

Price,  in  his  address,  did  not  re-* 
strict  himself  to  the  motion  picture 
field,  but  devoted  attention  as  well 
to  the  press  and  radio. 

"The  central  question  here,"  he  de- 
clared,   "is    whether    private    enter- 


Field  personnel  of  the  State  De- 
partment's Office  of  International 
Information  and  Cultural  Affairs  is 
currently  arranging  showings  of 
American  documentary  films  in 
Burma.  About  20  screenings  a 
month  are  held  by  the  OIC  person- 
nel and  the  balance  are  shown  by 
the  Government  of  Burma  through 
six  mobile  units. 


; 


prise  or  a  Government  bureau  is 
tell  the  world  about  America.  . 
One  <of  the  arguments  used  in  favor 
of  a  Government  news  service  and  in 
favor  of  export  regulations  for  mo- 
tion pictures  is  that  the  American 
news  and  pictures  displayed  abroad 
run  too  regularly  to  crime,  riot  and 
disaster,  showing  the  world  only  the 
seamy  side  of  American  life.  ...  To 
the  extent  that  American  news  serv- 
ices and  American  motion  picture 
distributors  may  fail  to  present  a 
representative  sample  of  American 
life,  to  that  extent  private  enterprise 
in  those  fields  will  remain  in  jeo- 
pardy. ...  It  is  time  we,  as  a  nation, 
developed  a  policy  for  export  of 
American  happenings  and  ideas.  Let 
us  all  hope  that  policy  will  be  based 
on  the  American  tenet  of  private 
enterprise,  and  that  the  leadership 
of  private  enterprise  will  prove  equal 
to  the  test." 

Price  was  critical  of  state  and 
municipal  censorship,  seeing:  in  them 
the  counterpart  of  censorship  "prac- 
ticed in  the  countries  which  most 
abhor  civil  liberties  and  free  enter- 
prise." The  situation,  he  declared, 
"translates  itself  into  a  distrust  o" 
the  leadership  of  private  enterprise." 


Studio  Reception  for 
Visiting  Para.  Execs. 


West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — The  Paramount  home 
office  and  British  executives  who 
conferred  here  last  week  on  domestic 
and  foreign  production  plans  were 
honored  at  a  reception  at  which  they 
were  greeted  by  200  including  studio 
officials,  stars,  department  heads, 
producers,  directors  and  writers. 
Playing  host  was  Henry  Ginsberg, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion and  studio  operations. 


American  Red  Cross 

AND 

The  Permanent  Charities  Committee 

OF 

The  Motion  Picture  Industry 


"The  character  of  the  Red  Cross  and  its  responsibilities  under 
International  Treaty  and  its  Congressional  Charter  are  such 
that  the  national  interests  will  best  be  served  if  the  Red  Cross 
maintains  direct  contact  with  the  people  for  the  membership 
and  support  necessary  for  its  work  at  home  and  abroad." 

FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT— 1942 


The  Permanent  Charities  Committee  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Industry  has  announced 
its  intention  to  offer  to  American  Red  Cross 
$350,000,  part  of  a  sum  of  money  that  com- 
mittee raised  in  a  joint  fund  raising  campaign 
in  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  despite  the 
fact  that  the  Permanent  Charities  Committee 
knew  that  American  Red  Cross  could  not  par- 
ticipate in  any  joint  fund  raising  camaign. 

Statements  that  the  American  Red  Cross  is 
unwilling  to  accept  $350,000  from  the  Perma- 
nent Charities  Committee  because  that  sum 
from  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  which 
grossed  $325,000,000  in  1945  represents  only 
one-half  of  one  percent  of  the  Red  Cross  goal 
of  sixty  million  dollars  in  1947,  are  not  true. 
The  amount  involved  is  not  an  issue. 

The  real  issue  is  that  nothing  can  be  per- 
mitted to  deprive  American  Red  Cross  either 
of  its  right  to  fulfill  its  obligations  for  human- 
itarian service  to  the  American  people  by 
methods  it  has  demonstrated  to  be  efficient  or 
of  its  right  to  maintain  an  organization  in 
which  all  the  people  can  be  members  and 
participate  directly. 

American  Red  Cross  will  barter  neither  its 
right  to  invite  anyone  to  be  a  member  nor 
the  right  of  any  American  citizen  to  become 
a  member. 

American  Red  Cross  will  not  be  party  to 
any  scheme  that  will  lead  to  dictation  by 
other  groups  with  motives  and  interests  that 
would  undermine  the  Red  Cross  and  all  for 
which  it  stands. 

The  American  Red  Cross  may  not  partici- 
pate in  joint  fund  raising  whether  that  joint 
fund  raising  is  conducted  by  the  Permanent 


Charities  Committee  of  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  or  any  other  organization. 

This  long  established  policy  of  American 
Red  Cross  is  not  the  policy  of  any  one  indi- 
vidual. It  is  a  policy  that  has  been  considered 
and  reconsidered  from  time  to  time  since 
1936  by  the  Central  Committee,  the  govern- 
ing body  of  American  Red  Cross,  and  re- 
affirmed on  every  occasion.  It  is  a  policy  that 
has  been  well  known  to  all  fund  raising 
groups,  including  the  Permanent  Charities 
Committee. 

The  reason  why  American  Red  Cross  may 
not  participate  in  joint  fund  raising  with 
others  is  as  follows: 

American  Red  Cross  may  not  assign  or  dele- 
gate to  others,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  obli- 
gations imposed  upon  it  by  international 
treaties,  to  which  the  U.  S.  Government  is  a 
signatory,  and  by  its  congressional  charter. 
Neither  can  it  share  with  others,  directly  or 
indirectly,  its  responsibility  to  carry  out  those 
obligations.  When  it  participates  in  joint 
fund  raising  it  permits  others  (at  best,  only 
slightly  familiar  with  its  obligations  and  ac- 
tivities) to  determine  from  year  to  year  how 
much  money,  if  any,  American  Red  Cross  will 
receive  and  thus,  in  turn,  permit  those  others 
to  determine  the  breadth  of  its  program  and 
the  extent  to  which  American  Red  Cross  may 
fulfill  its  obligations  to  the  American  people. 

If  American  Red  Cross  participates  in  one 
joint  fund  raising  activity,  such  as  that  con- 
ducted by  the  Permanent  Charities  Commit- 
tee in  the  Motion  Picture  Industry,  it  must, 
of  course,  participate  in  all  other  joint  fund 
raising  activities.  The  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
try is  only  one  of  446  major  industries  in  this 
country.  There  are  thousands  of  other  groups 


and  organizations.  The  result  obviously 
would  be  that  by  participating  in  joint  fund 
raising,  American  Red  Cross  would  never 
know  from  year  to  year  how  much  money  it 
would  have  to  carry  out  its  obligations  to  the 
American  people  or  plan  an  intelligent  pro- 
gram, nor  would  it  be  able  to  have  a  member- 
ship organization  open  to  all  of  the  people 
of  America. 

The  foregoing  statements  are  not  just  opin- 
ions. They  are  statements  of  fact  based  on  a 
disastrous  experience  which  American  Red 
Cross  suffered  after  World  War  I,  when  some 
of  its  chapters  submitted  to  exactly  the  same 
kind  of  pressure  that  is  now  being  brought 
by  the  Permanent  Charities  Committee  to 
participate  in  joint  fund  raising.  At  that  time 
about  400  chapters  engaged  with  other  organi- 
zations in  joint  fund  raising  with  the  result 
that  American  Red  Cross  lost  its  identity  in 
those  chapters  and  was  prevented  from  carry- 
ing out  its  program  particularly  in  dealing 
with  emergency  situations.  In  1936,  there- 
fore, the  Central  Committee  of  American  Red 
Cross  reasserted  its  policy  and  ever  since  that 
time  has  adhered  strictly  to  the  policy  of  non- 
participation  by  American  Red  Cross  in  joint 
fund  raising. 

From  1940  to  1945  the  Permanent  Charities 
Committee  carried  on  separate  drives  in  the 
Motion  Picture  Industry  for  the  American 
Red  Cross  and  others.  The  change  to  joint 
fund  raising  by  the  Permanent  Charities 
Committee  occurred  as  recently  as  1945.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  there  would  be  no  viola- 
tion of  principle  if  a  separate  drive  was  con- 
ducted in  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  for  the 
American  Red  Cross  in  March,  1947,  as  was 
the  case  prior  to  1945. 

There  is,  however,  a  definite  violation  of 
the  principle  of  fairness  when  a  small  group 
within  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  deliber- 
ately attempts  to  mislead  the  Motion  Picture 
Industry  and  the  public  into  believing  that 
American  Red  Cross  will  refuse  to  accept- 
when  and  if  offered— $350,000  only  because  a 
mere  matter  of  method  is  involved  in  the 
scheme.  Fundamental  principles  are  involved: 
principles  without  which  there  could  be  no 
American  Red  Cross. 


American  Red  Cross 
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FLASH  ! 

More  than  150  key  dates 
already  .  .  .  and  more 
pouring  in ! 


BANDWi 


IT  NOW! 


KENNY  Hl\lNiML«sSENA70RC£A&/ORf/ ,.  "IT'S  A  JOKE,  SON!' 

with  UNA  MERKEL  •  JUNE  LOCKHART  •  jimmy conlin-dougiasoumbriue 

DAISYlheDog  .    and  introducing  KENNETH    FARRELL 

Produced  by  Aubrey  Schenck  •  Directed  by  Ben  Stoloff       *        Original  Screenplay  by  Robert  Kent  and  Paul  Gerard  Smith  •  An  Eagle-lion  Films  Release 
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Warners  Will  Spend  $25,000,000  in  Britain 


Elstree  and  Teddington 
Studios  to  be  Ready  for 
Production  in  Six  Months 


More  than  $25,000,000  will  be 
spent  by  Warners  in  Great  Britain, 
Jack  L.  Warner,  veepee,  in  charge 
of  production,  told  the  press  yester- 
day when  he  returned  aboard  the 
liner  Elizabeth  after  a  nine  week 
visit  in  England  and  France. 

Over  the  next  two  years  WB  will 
make  six  pix  for  ABP  at  a  budget 
of  about  two  and  a  half  million  dol- 
lars per  picture.  The  British  firm 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Forum  Priority  for 
Arbitration  System 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — First  topic  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Motion  Picture  Forum 
proposed  by  MPTOA,  will  be  formu- 
lation of  an  industry  arbitration 
system,  General  Counsel  Herman  M. 
Levy  yesterday  told  the  Virginia 
MPTA. 

"The  choice  as  I  see  it,"  Levy  said, 
(Continued  on  Page   111 

25,000  Church  Members 
Pledged  To  Boycott  Pix 

|    West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

|  Hollywood — Spear-headed  by  mem- 
jbers  of  Catholic  high  schools  of  Los 
!  Angeles,  25,000  members  of  Sodality 
-  of  Our  Lady  in  Los  Angeles  Arch- 
diocese have  pledged  themselves  to 
I  Continued  on   Page   10) 


Coplan  Here  to  Get 
Sears  OK  on  IK  Deal 

David  Coplan,  UA's  general  man- 
ager in  Great  Britain,  upon  his  ar- 
rival aboard  the  liner  Elizabeth  yes- 
terday, said  he  was  here  to  get 
Grad  Sears'  approval  cf  a  deal  he 
made  fcr  the  American  distribution 
of    British    films. 

"Business  (in  England)  is  very 
good  .  .  .  only  five  per  cent  off," 
Coplan  told  the  press  boys.  He  ex- 
pects to  stay  here  about  five  or 
six  weeks. 


PIX  IN  UN  CL0BAL  BILL  OF  RIGHTS 

Proposal  Includes  Freedom  of  the  Screen,  Says  Mrs. 
Roosevelt,  Citing  Philippine  Resolution 


Queried  by  The  Film  Daily  wheth- 
er her  proposal  for  a  global  bill  of 
rights  guaranteeing  a  .a-ee  press  and 
freedom  of  information  included 
freedom  of  the  screen,  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Roosevelt  issued  this  statement  yes- 
terday: 

"The  Philippine  resolution  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  last  De- 
cember makes  clear  that  freedom  of 
information    includes    'press,    radio, 


motion  pictures  and  other  media  for 
the  dissemination  of  information.' 
This  concept  has  at  all  times  been 
held  by  the  U.  S.  delegation." 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  at  Lake  Success 
last  week  also  urged  that  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  make  possible  the 
protection  of  minorities  as  well  as 
the  establishing  of  minimum  stand- 
ards of  economic,  social  and  cultural 
well-being. 


'Yearling'  as  Special 
Via  Competitive  Bids 

Chicago — M-G-M  will  employ  com- 
petitive bidding  to  sell  "The  Year- 
ling" as  a  special  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  consent  decree, 
it  was  announced  yesterday  at  the 
close  of  the  first  of  a  two-day  meet- 
ing between  William  F.  Rodgers, 
vice-president  and  general  sales 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 

Aronson,  Goltz  Named 
To  New  MPA-MPEA  Posts 

Alexander  S.  Aronson  has  been 
transferred  from  the  Motion  Picture 
Export  Association  to  the  Motion 
Picture  Association.  He  will  assist 
Gerald  Mayer,  general  manager  of 
the  MPA  international  division. 

Replacing  Aronson  in  MPEA  is 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


May  Make 
More  in  N.  Y. 


The  possibility  of  expanded  fea- 
ture production  in  New  York  is  in- 
dicated in  terms  of  the  deal  between 
David  O.  Selznick  and  RKO  Pathe 
studios.  The  producer  has  an  op- 
tion to  produce  three  features  in 
New  York  during  1947  and  1948  in 
addition  to  "Portrait  of  Jenny." 

Activating  this  option  would  un- 
(Confinued  on   Page   10) 


Copper  Shortage  in  View; 
Ask  End  of  Import  Duty 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Rep.  James  Patter- 
son, R.,  Conn.,  yesterday  called  for 
an  end  to  the  four-cents-pound  pre- 
mium on  imports  of  copper,  pointing 
out  that  current  estimates  indicate  a 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Para,  to  Release  More 

Sees  25  in  First  Nine  Months— Reagan 


Monogram  to  Produce 
10  Films  in  Mexico 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Monogram  plans  to 
produce  10  pictures  in  Mexico,  in- 
cluding the  "Cisco  Kid"  series,  it  was 
disclosed  here  by  Luis  Montes,  chief 
barker  of  the  newly  formed  Mexico 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Paramount,  in  order  to  alleviate 
the  current  shortage  of  product,  will 
step  up  the  number  of  pix  to  be  re- 
leased this  year,  it  was  disclosed 
yesterday  by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  dis- 
tribution chief,  following  his  return 
from  studio  conferences. 

While  no  fixed  number  was  men- 
tioned by  Reagan,  he  said  that  in  the 
first  nine  months  of  this  year,  Para. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Court  Sets  July  1  ISFext 
As  Final  Date  for  Ending 
Of  Pooling  Deals,  Leases 

All  of  the  distributor-pro- 
posed amendments  to  the  mo- 
tion picture  anti-trust  decree 
were  denied  by  the  New  York  Statu- 
tory Court  in  a  memorandum  filed 
yesterday. 

Sole  modification  to  the  Dec.  '31 
edict  was  the  insertion  of  July  1, 
1947,  as  a  specific  date  for  the  final 
dissolution  of  pooling  agreements 
and  leases  now  existing  between  the 
"Big  Five"  and  independents  and 
others  not  party  to  the  action.  Dis- 
•  (Continued  on  Page  7) 


Competitive  Bidding 
.'s 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Under  the  New  York 
equity  decree,  competitive  bidding 
will  only  be  necessary  in  competitive 
areas  and  only  then  when  invoked  by 
the  exhibitor,  Herman  M.  Levy, 
MPTOA  general  counsel,  yesterday 
told  the  mid-Winter  convention  of 
the  Virginia  MPTA. 

Levy   told  the  Virginia   group 

that  he  had  come  to  the  "defin- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Crockett,  Other  Officers 
Re-elected  by  Va.  MPTA 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY, 

Washington — William  F.  Crockett 
was  re-elected  president  of  Virginia 
MPTA  yesterday,  as  the  group 
wound  up  its  two-day  mid-Winter 
convention  here.  More  than  500  • 
(Continued  on   Page   10) 


Equipment  Conclave 
At  Capital  in  Sept. 

Chicago  —  Joint  convention  and 
trade  show  of  TESMA-TEDPA,  will 
be  held  at  the  Shoreham  Hotel, 
Washington,  Sept.  24-29  .inclusive, 
according  to  an  announcement  by 
Roy  Boomer,  secretary-treasurer  of 
TESMA. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phonr 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys. 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW — Ray 
mond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John   Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.   3, 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Bell    8.    Howell 23         23         23 

Bell   &   Howell   pfd...  105/2   1 05 1/2   105'/2 

Columbia   Picts 21 1/4     20%     21 1/4 

East.   Kodak    228       227       228 

do   pfd 194       194       194 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 18i/8     18/g     1 8 1/8 

Loew's,    Inc 263/8     26         26V4 

Paramount       . .' 30%     293/4     29% 

RKO      15%     15%     15% 

Republic    Pict 8%       8  8% 

Republic  Pict.  pfd.         15V2     15         15'/2 
20th  Century-Fox     .  .   36V4     35%     36 

Universal   Pict 29l/2     29Vs     29% 

Universal    Pict.    pfd..   88         88         88 

Warner   Bros 17%     17%     17'/2 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 5%       5%       5% 

RKO      5  4%       47/8 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3% 

Technicolor      17Vi     17'/2     17'/2 

Trans-Lux      4%       4'/a       4% 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 
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MERVIN    ASH    &    CO. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 
NEW   YORK   CURS    EXCHANGE 

(ASSOCIATE) 
CHICAGO    IOARD    OF    TRADE 
TsUphons:   HAnovwr  2-8050 

(1   MOADWAY  NEW  YOtK 


comma  mid  goidg 


SID  MESIBOV,  Paramount's  assistant  exploi- 
tation manager,  is  in  Washington  on  business 
having   to  do  with   "Blaze   of   Noon." 

BURT  CHAMPION,  of  the  Paramount  pub- 
licity department,  is  bdek  from  the  Western 
premiere    of    "California"    in    Monterey,    Calif. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Universal  Southern  and 
Canadian  sales  manager,  will  leave  today  for 
Louisville. 

EDWARD  L.  WALTON,  Republic  assistant 
general  sales  manager,  has  returned  to  N.  Y., 
following  a  trip  to  Minneapolis  and  Des  Moines. 

LEO  F.  KEILER,  president  and  general  mana- 
ger, Columbia  Amusement  Co.,  Inc.,  Paducah, 
Ky.,    is  visiting   with    his   mother    in    California. 

HENRY  GREENBERGER,  JOHN  D.  KALAFAT, 
FRANK  GROSS,  M.  B.  HORWITZ,  NAT  WOLF 
and  HARRY  SCHREIBER  were  among  Cleve- 
landers  who  attended  the  Columbus  Variety 
Club    meeting    yesterday. 

ISADOR  M.  RAPPAPORT,  owner  of  the  Hip- 
podrome, Town  and  Little  Theaters,  Baltimore, 
is  vacationing  for   three  weeks  in   Florida. 

MORRIS  MECHANIC,  owner  of  the  New  The- 
ater, Baltimore,  is  spending  several  days  in 
New  York. 

WALTER  HELLER,  Heller  8,  Co.,  Chicago  film 
financiers,  has  returned  from  New  York  City 
conferences. 

RICHARD  WILLIS,  WNEW's  beauty  expert; 
HARRY  CONOVER;  and  CANDY  JONES  go  to 
the  Majestic  Theater  in  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  to- 
morrow, to  judge  the  grand  finals  of  the 
Walter    Reade    Theater's    Conover    Girl    contest. 

ERMAN  PESSIS,  head  of  Erman  Pessis  8.  As- 
sociates, Hollywood  publicity  firm,  has  re- 
turned to  the  Coast  after  a  fortnight  in  Lon- 
don. 

ALFRED  NOYES,  author  of  "The  Highway- 
man," narrative  poem  soon  to  enter  produc- 
tion at  Monogram,  has  arrived  in  Hollywood 
to  discuss   final   draft  of  the   screenplay. 

SAG  Secret  Ballot  Returns 
Back  Interfaith  Proposals 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Results  of  a  secret 
ballot  by  members  of  the  Screen 
Actors  Guild  indicate  overwhelming 
support  of  Guild  policy  in  relation 
to  the  current  studio  labor  dispute. 
Questions  submitted  to  SAG  mem- 
bers via  mail  concerned  themselves 
with  voting  confidence  in  board  of 
director  action,  approval  or  rejection 
of  a  plan  submitted  by  the  Interfaith 
Council.  Voting-  endorsed  the  latter 
following  revision  of  original  state- 
ment. Moot  point  iof  the  rejected 
Interfaith  proposal  was  demand  that 
producers  negotiate  with  strikers  be- 
fore settlement  of  jurisdictional  dis- 
pute. It  was  revised  to  urge  the 
AFL  take  steps  to  end  the  dispute 
immediately. 


Carleton  Coming  to  U.  S. 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)— Hal  Carle- 
ton,  MjG-M  advertising  chief,  will 
leave  for  the  United  States  some 
time  this  month  for  conferences  with 
home  office  executives  in  New  York. 
Carleton  will  travel  by  plane  and  be 
away  from  Australia  about  10  weeks. 


REEVES 

SOUND   STUDIOS,   INC. 


1600  BROADWAY 


Complete  Film  and 
Disc  Recording   Facilities 


DAVID  BALABAN,  Balaban  &  Katz  executive, 
returned   to  Chicago   last  night  from   New  York. 

JOSEPH  COTTEN  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday to  prepare  for  his  forthcoming  starring 
role  opposite  Jennifer  Jones  in  "Portrait  of 
Jenny." 

PAT  O'BRIEN  will  come  to  New  York  from 
Hollywood   on    Feb.    13   for  a   10-day   stay. 

LANNY  RQSS  and  his  wife  are  visiting 
friends   in    Palm   Beach. 

HUMPHREY   BOGART  is  in  New   York. 

FREDDIE  BARTHOLOMEW  is  in  Miami  for  a 
few   weeks. 

CHARLIE  SCHLAIFER,  20th-Fox's  ad-pub-ex- 
ploit chief,  arrived  yesterday  in  San  Francisco, 
first  stop  on  a  swing  through  the  West,  con- 
fabbing with  local  exploiteers  on  future  re- 
leases. 

AL  ZIMBALIST,  ad-pub  head  of  Film  Classics, 
left  for  Philly  yesterday  to  set  re-issue  preem- 
ing    of   "The  Westerner"  at  the  Studio  Theater. 

GINGER     ROGERS    will    be    featured    speaker 
at     tomorrow's     luncheon     attended      by     1,000 
leaders     participating     in 
ver's    campaign    to    raise 
school. 

FRANCIS  A.  BATEMAN,  Screen  Guild's  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  returns  to  Hollywood  to- 
morrow after  a  four-week  tour  of  exchanges 
in  the   East  and   Middlewest. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  prexy  of  Enterprise,  is 
back  in  Hollywood  after  two-week  confab  in 
New  York  with  biggies  of  UA  and  Loew's 
Int'l. 

BEN  BLOTCKY,  branch  manager  of  Para- 
mount, Minneapolis,  is  vacationing  at  Miami 
Beach. 


University     of     Den- 
$15,000,000    for    the 


Famous  Studios,  SCG  Sign 
Pact  For  25%  Wage  Raise 


Famous  Studios,  producers  of 
"Little  Lulu,"  "Popeye,"  and  other 
animated  cartoons,  signed  a  one- 
year  agreement  yesterday  with  the 
Screen  Cartoonists  Guild,  which  pro- 
vided for  a  25  per  cent  increase  in 
wages. 

The  company  was  represented  by 
Sam  Buchwald  and  by  Phillips, 
Nizer,  Benjamin  &  Krim,  its  at- 
torneys. The  union  was  represented 
by  Pepe  Ruiz  and  by  Marvin  Cristen- 
feld,  its  attorney.  Thomas  G.  Dough- 
erty, of  the  United  States  Concilia- 
tion Service,  participated  'in  the  ne- 
gotiations leading  to  the  agreement. 


Plitt  Joins  Keegan 
As  Northio  Executive 

Cincinnati — Jack  R.  Keegan,  gei 
eral  manager  of  Northio  Theater 
Paramount  affiliate,  operating  . 
group  of  theaters  in  Ohio  and  Ker. 
tucky,  has  announced  that  Henry  G 
Plitt  has  joined  the  organization  a 
his  associate.  Plitt  will  headquarte 
at  the  circuit's  home  office  here 
Plitt,  a  lawyer,  is  a  former  ma^>r  ii 
the  101st  Airborne  Division. 


Solon  Sees  "Propaganda' 
Behind  Reciprocal  Trade 

Washington  —  Rep.  Bertrand  W 
Gearhart,  R.,  Calif.,  yesterday  de 
manded  a  full  investigation  of  State 
Department  "propaganda"  behinc 
the  reciprocal  trade  agreements. 

"These  are  the  give-away  agree- 
ments, that's  what  they  really  shoulc 
be  called,"  Gearhart  told  the  House 

Three  WB  Execs,  in  Boston 

Boston — Ben  Kalmenson,  WB  vice- 
president  and  general  sales  manager 
accompanied  by  Jules  Lapidus,  East- 
ern division  sales  manager,  and  Sam  j 
Lefkowitz,  Eastern  district  manager, 
arrived  here  yesterday  morning  from  I 
New  York  for  a  meeting  with  Bill 
Horan,  local  branch  manager.    Kal- 
menson  and  Lapidus  return  to  New 
York     tomorrow.      Lefkowitz     goes! 
from  here  to  New  Haven  and  Albany, ! 
returning  to   New  York  at  the   end 
of  the  week. 


Monogram  Fete  Today 

Monogram  will  give  a  press  cock- 
tail party  this  afternoon  at  the 
Brevoort,  followed  by  dinner  and  a 
screening  of  "It  Happened  on  Fifth 
Avenue,"  at  the  RKO  23rd  Street : 
Theater. 


Navy  Honors  FC 

Certificate  of  Achievement  was 
awarded  to  Film  Classics  by  Rear 
Admiral  Monroe  Kelly  for  "contrib- 
uting greatly  to  the  expeditious  serv- 
icing of  motion  pictures  to  Naval 
Personnel  throughout  the  world." 


SCREENING  ROOM 
FOR  RENT 

We  have  available  for  rental  our  mod- 
ern, airconditioned  screening  room  lo- 
cated in  choice  midtown  area.  Room 
has  ample  seating  capacity  and  is 
suitable  for  screenings  or  dubbing  and 
editorial  work.  Equipment  includes 
R.C.A.  high  fidelity  sound  and  simplex 
projectors.  Exclusive  or  part  -  time 
users  preferred.    Write  to 

Box    119  —  FILM   DAILY    . 
1501  Broadway  N.  Y.  C. 


DON'T  SIGN  until  you  first  learn  about  Filmack's 
New  Prevue  Trailer  Service  —  ready  NOW!  Write, 
wire,  phone  Filmack,  1322  S.  Wabash,  Chicago  5,  111. 


IF  YOU  WERE  NORA  PRENTISS 

WOULD  YOU 
KEEP  YOUR  MOUTH  SHUT? 


ES^i-^^JlSl 
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ANN  SHERIDAN  IS  A  SENSATION  IN  NORA  PRENTISS 
WARNERS  NEXT  ATTRACTION  FOR  THE  NY  HOLLYWOOD ! 


mil 


wth  ROBERT  ALDA  •  ROSEMARY  DECAMP 

DIRECTED  BY  PRODUCED  BY 

VINCENT  SHERMAN  •  WILLIAM  JACOBS 
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SAMUEL  GOLDWYN 

"gets  LOOK'S  Industry  Award  for 
constant  high  caliber  of  his  films 


If 


THE  BEST  YEARS 
OF  OUR  LIVES 

is  one  of  LOOK'S  Best  Pictures  of  the  Year 


GREGG  TOLAND 

who  photographed  it,  is  awarded  LOOK'S  Medal 
as  the  Leading  Cinematographer  of  the  Year! 


ROUGHT  TO  LEADING 


ASTOR,  NEW  YORK,  now  playing  •  WOODS,  CHICAGO, 
now  playing  •  ESQUIRE,  BOSTON,  now  playing  •  BEVERLY 
and  PALACE,  LOS  ANGELES,  now  playing  •  COLONY, 
MIAMI,  now  playing  •  ST.  JOHNS,  JACKSONVILLE,  Feb. 
27  •  FULTON,  PITTSBURGH,  March  5  •  ALADDIN,  DENVER, 
March  II. 
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Schlaifer  Picks  23 

'Brotherhood'  Aides 


With  the  appointment  of  23  field 
exploiteers  to  handle  the  American 
Brotherhood  Week  campaign  in  their 
territories  during  the  week  of  Feb. 
16-23,  final  plans  have  been  set  to 
make  this  year's  drive  on  the  part 
of  the  film  industry  the  greatest  in 
the  campaign's  history,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Charles  Schlai- 
fer, publicity  division  chairman. 

Country's  exhibs.  have  pledged 
themselves  to  secure  a  minimum  of 
250,000  pledges  during  the  NCCJ- 
sponsored  Brotherhood  Week,  which 
this  year  is  using  as  Its  slogan: 
"Brotherhood  —  Believe  It,  Support 
It,  Live  It." 

Field  men,  and  the  cities  in  wdiich 
they  will  work,  are  as  follows: 

Chicago,  W.  G.  Bishop;  San  Fran- 
cisco, Ted  Galanter;  Los  Angeles, 
Howard  Herty;  Philadelphia,  Mike 
Weiss;  Kansas  City,  Sy  Freedman; 
Milwaukee,  L.  W.  Orlove;  Seattle 
and  Portland,  Murry  Lafayette;  Al- 
bany and  New  Haven,  Floyd  Fitz- 
simmons;  Pittsburgh  and  Buffalo, 
Wallv  Allen;  St.  Louis,  Irving  Water- 
street;  Salt  Lake  City,  Ernest  Van 
Pelt;  Dallas,  Memphis  and  Okla- 
homa City,  Jim  Gillespie;  Cincinnati 
and  Indianapolis,  Jim  Keefe;  New 
Orleans,  Ken  Prickett;  Atlanta  and 
Charlotte,  Spence  Pierce;  Detroit, 
Charles  Dietz;  Washington,  William 
Michalson;  Des  Moines,  Austin  Mc- 
Gough;  Boston,  Al  Fowler;  Omaha, 
Gene  Rich;  Cleveland,  Harry  Weiss; 
Denver,  William  Prass;  and  Minne- 
apolis, Walter  Hoffman. 

AMPP  Re-elects  All 
Officers  and  Directors 


West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILJ 

Hollywood — All  officers  and  direc- 
tors of  AMPP  were  re-elected  at  the 
annual  meeting.  Officers  are  Eric  A. 
Johnston,  president;  Byron  Price, 
executive  vice-president  and  board 
chairman;  and  James  S.  Howie,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer. 

Directors  are  B.  B.  Kahane,  Co- 
lumbia; Marvin  Ezzell,  Goldwyn;  E. 
J.  Mannix,  Loew's;  Y.  Frank  Free- 
man, Paramount;  N.  Peter  Rathvon, 
RKO-Radio;  Allen  Wilson,  Republic; 
Warren  Doane,  Hal  Roach;  Joseph 
M.  Schenck,  20th-Fox;  Leo  Spitz. 
Universal,  and  Herbert  Freston, 
Warners.  Price,  Mannix  and  Kahane 
were  again  chosen  to  constitute 
AMPP  executive  committee. 


SEnD  BIRTHDAV 
CREETIRGS  TO: 


Feb. 

Pat   Dowling 

Willard  I.  Schales 

Ethel    Jackson 

Bruce  Nigel 

Albert    Margolies 

Nate    J.    Blumberg 


Ida    Lupine 

James  Craig 

Clayton  G.  Eastman 

William    Orr 

L.   C.    Wingham 

William    French 


Stella  Simon 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


What  Gives? 

•  •  •  YE  EDITOR,  in  discussing  the  level  of  iilm  criticism,  a 
matter  made  pertinent  by  the  appearance  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Freedom  of  the  Press  report  on  the  motion  picture  industry,  remarked 
that  by  and  large  the  average  critic  and  reviewer  was  qualified  to  do 
a  good  job,  and  did  so That  implied  there  were  possible  excep- 
tions, and,  as  one,  Phil  M.  is  inclined  to  nominate  Al  Hine  whose 
musings  upon   the  screen  henceforth  are  to  find  an   outlet  in  the   Curtis 

Publishing   Co.'s    slick   magazine.   Holiday In    the   February    issue, 

Hine  assays  five  pictures  through  the  application  of  a  quaintly  con- 
ceived  "Franklin's   Law"    which   permits  him   to    "prejudge    a   movie    to 

be  bad  in  direct  proportion  to  the  amount  of  money  spent  on  it" 

"Thus,"   says   Hine,   "the   larger   the   production    budget,    the    worse    the 

finished    product" Applying    his    own    peculiar    critical    yardstick, 

Hine  comes  up  with  the  finding  that  Mero's  "The  Yearling"  is  "an  ex- 
ceedingly spotty  and  mediocre  movie"  whereas  UA's  "Abie's  Irish 
Rose"  is  termed  "worth  your  movie  money"  and  recommended  as  "well 
done  and  sustains  interest  throughout" 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THAT  IS  BRTt  HINE'S  OPINION,  but  unfortunately,  not 
only  is  he  stuck  with  it,  but  Holiday  as  well,  not  to  mention  Holiday's 
readers Who,  you  ask,  is  Hine,  and  what  are  his  critical  qualifi- 
cations?   A  fair  question,  that,  surely And  Holiday,  as  if  an- 
ticipating, tells  you   in  a  paragraph  which  is    amazingly   frank It 

begins,  "Mr.  Hine  says  he  dislikes  going  to  movies,  but  that  doesn't 
make   him   prejudiced   in   his   reviews.    Besides,   his   wife    likes    to    go" 

What  better  recommendation  for  a  critic  than  that  could  you  ask? 

Of  course.  Holiday  must  apply  the  same  qualifying  rule  in  em- 
ploying its   travel   and   other   writer-authorities Or    does   it? 

But  if  not,  why  not? Surely,  if  a  man  who  dislikes  movies  is  to 

be  employed  to  pass  upon   them,  there  must  be  general  merit  in  the 

idea? Then,   too,   how   does   Holiday   reconcile   the    assurance   that 

Hine  is  not  prejudiced  with  his  own  cute  "Franklin's  Law?" That's 

one  for  editor  Ted  Patrick  to  play   around  with  in    his   spare  moments 

In  its  Hine  biographical  paragraph,  the  magazine   notes   that   its 

film  critic  attended  Princeton,  worked  in  a  Pittsburgh  advertising 
agency,  was  on  Yank's  staff  here  and  overseas,  finally  becoming  the 
Army  magazine's  managing  editor,  and,  back  in  mufti,  began  to  review 
movies   for    Salute The    Curtis   affiliation    came    next    and   recently. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •      HOLIDAY'S   once-over-none-too-lightly    of  matters    cinematic 

is    not    restricted    to    film    reviewing John    Gunther,    reporting    on 

"More  About  California,"  has  something  to  say   and  tells  you  frankly 

he'd  like   to  tell   you   much  more Says   he:    "I   would  like  nothing 

better  than  a  chance  to  describe  the  world  of  Hollywood  at  length — 
that  world  of  insecurity,  profit  hunger,  agents,  ulcers;  all  the  power 
and  vitality  and  talent  and  craftsmanship  with  so  little  genius;  options, 
dynastic  confusions,  zany  publicity  stunts,  goona-goona,  doubles-takes, 
the  vulgarization  of  most  personal  relationships,   and   28,000   man-hours 

spent  on  a  sequence  that  takes   three  minutes" All  of   which  will 

give  you  an  idea  of  Holiday's  serious  interest  in  an  art-industry  that 
serves  America  and  what  that  name  stands  for  well,  both  at  home  and 

overseas All   of   which,   too,   is   made   the   more   interesting  by   the 

fact  that  Dr.  Ruth  A.  Inglis,  author  of  "Freedom  of  the  Movies,"  the  Com- 
mission's report  mentioned  above,  is  noted  on  the  volume's  jacket  to  be 
"eminently  qualified  to  report  on  the  motion  picture  industry"  because, 
among  other  things,  she  is  "researcher  for  the  Curtis  Publishing  Co." 
the  publishers  of  Holiday 

T  T  ▼ 


G-B  to  Produce  Kid 
Lineup  in  Australia 


Sydney  (By  Cable) — Gaumon 
British  plans  to  produce  a  total  o 
14  pictures,  including  a  feature  an> 
one  serial,  in  Australia  during  1947 
at  a  total  cost  of  $500,000,  according 
to  Ralph  Smart,  who  has  arriver 
here  by  plane  from  London.       — 

What  sets  apart  the  G-B  pr  ■  ', )n 
is  the  fact  that  all  pictures  w3Pbe 
aimed  for  juvenile  audiences.  Aussie 
actors  and  technicians  will  be  uti- 
lized, according  to  Smart. 

Feature  will  be  a  western,  it? 
background  a  cattle  ranch  in  the 
northern  territory.  Serial  will  have 
a  juve  hero.  Shorts  will  deal  with 
aborigines  and  Australian  flora  anc 
fauna. 

G-B,  according  to  Smart,  is  com 
mitted  to  expanded  production  here 
in  1948. 


Rank  Producer  to  Make 
Two  Shorts  Down  Under 

Sydney    (By    Air    Mail)— Clifford 
Hornby,     representing     J.     Arthui 
Rank,  has   arrived   here  to   produce  ' 
two    20-minute    pix    for    the    Rank  I 
series,  "This  Modern  World."     One 
of    them    will    deal    with    Australia 
post-war  situation  and  the  other  will  | 
deal  with  immigation.    It  is  proposed 
to   follow   a   British   family   to   Aus- 
tralia  and    depict   their   experiences 
and  living  conditions.    Both  will  cost 
about    $16,000    and    will    be    given 
world-wide  distribution. 


Copper  Shortage  in  View; 
Ask  End  of  Import  Duty 

i  Continued  from  Page  1) 
shortage  of  500,000  tons  of  copper 
during  the  next  year.  This  shortage 
will  have  to  be  made  up  through  im- 
ports, he  said,  but  imports  are  slow 
because  of  the  heavy  duty  which 
must  be  paid. 

Patterson  predicted  continued 
serious  shortage  of  copper  for  pix 
and  other  industrial  uses  unless  some 
action  is  taken  to  lift  the  import 
duty — which  was  suspended  through 
the  war  period  until  last  November. 


Betty  Ross  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Betty  Ross,  67,  one- 
time leading  lady  for  Tom  Mix,  died 
here  Saturday. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Lobell-Gries 

Tom  Gries,  Variety  staffer,  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Lobell.  form- 
erly associate  editor  of  the  Book  of 
Knowledge. 

Wellman-Kaplan 

Irving  Kaplan,  reporter  of  Mo- 
tion  Picture   Daily,   was  wedded   to 

Ruth  Wellman,  graduate  student  at 
Philadelphia  School  of  Social  Work. 
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B  Will  Spend  $25 
Million  in  Britain 


(Continued   from   Page   II 
till  be  in  charge,  Warners  supplying 
.noducer,  director  and  stars.  Pix  will 
iave  definite  British  background. 

Renovation  and  repair  of  the  Els- 
Tee  Studios,  owned  by  ABP,  will  re- 
iii-j^m  outlay  of  eight  million  dol- 
ai*"  Yeddington  Studios,  owned  by 
VB.  will  cost  three  million  dollars  in 
lebuilding.  Blitzed  buildings,  War- 
ner said,  get  priorities  on  materials. 
lie  expects  both  studios  to  be  ready 
or  production  within  the  next  six 
■nonths  at  which  time  he  will  return 
o  England. 

Upon  completion  of  the  six  films, 
Warner  emphasized  that  WB  would 
withdraw  from  production  in  Great 
Britain.  ABP  in  which  WB  has  a 
-riV2  per  cent  investment  will  be  in  a 
trong  enough  position  to  go  ahead 
tn  its  own,  Warner  said. 

"All  that  unnecessary  talk  of  de- 
imericanization  of  ABC  films  is 
tut,"  Warner  asserted.  All  these 
•ears,  Warner  said,  money  had  been 
'.owing  from  Great  Britain  to  Amer- 
ica, "we  feel  that  money  should  start 
lowing  from  America  to  Great 
Britain." 

Asks  More  Aid  to  Britain 

In  pleading  for  greater  aid  to 
Britain  and  to  the  rest  of  Europe, 
Earner  made  it  clear  that  America 
.vould  buy  only  quality  pix  suitable 
|or  America.  "There  never  has  been 
tor  ever  will  be  room  for  bad  pic- 
ures  no  matter  where  they're  made," 
ie  amplified. 

Warner  was  quite  certain  that 
Britain  will  not  nationalize  any 
jranch  of  the  film  industry,  referring 
o  Cripps'  statement  that  the  govern- 
ment would  not  take  over  any  field  in 
vhich  the  arts  played  an  important 
>art,  and  "Cripps  regards  film  pro- 
luction  as  an  art." 

Warner  also  stated:  "Rank  is  one 
;•!'  the  best  things  that  ever  hap- 
pened to  the  British  industry.  I 
lever  met  Rank  personally.  He  is 
loing  what  others  have  failed.  .  .  . 
dotion  Picture  attendance  in  Great 
Britain  and  France  is  as  good  as 
fever.  .  .  .  New  quota  laws,  as  I  see 
:t,  will  be  a  quota  on  theaters,  not  on 
oroduction.  .  .  .  French  film  market 
-s  in  good  shape  .  .  ." 


LHtte  MeuMiM^»2 


SOL  LESSER'S,  "The  Red  House,  has  adopted   10  Greek  war  orphans,  it  was  announced 


yesterday  by  the  Greek  War  Relief  Association.     A  check  for 
of  )0  orphans  for  a  year,  was  turned  over  to  the  Association. 


,  representing  the  care 


STORK  REPORTS 


t -= 

|  Chicago  —  Pete  Panagos,  promo- 
don  manager  for  the  Alliance  The- 
ater circuit,  announces  the  birth  of 
*a  seven  pound,  two  ounce  baby  boy 
;at  the  Presbyterian  Hospital. 


THE  THOMAS  ALVA  EDISON  centennial  dinner  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  will  be 
telecast  by  NBC  Television  Station  WNBT  tonight.  Leaders  in  the  electrical  industry 
as  well  as  high  military  officers  will  be  among  the  guests. 

B  b  K  COMMON  STOCK  is  bid  110  with  no  offerings,  according  to  Chicago  brokers. 

• 
MYLES   CONNOLLY,    screen    writer   associated   with    Henry    Koster   at    Universal   and 
M-G-M   during  the  past  five  years,  was  signed   by  William  Cagney  over   the  week-end 
and  again  joins  the  director  for  scripting  of  Saroyan's  "The  Time  of  Your  Life." 

• 
"THE  SHOCKING  MISS  PILGRIM,"  20th  Century-Fox  Technicolor  musical,  will  have 
its  New  York  premiere  at  the   Roxy   on   Feb.   11,  following  a  four-week   engagement  of 
"13  Rue  Madeleine." 

• 
ITS  WORK  OF  ENTERTAINING  the  men  and   women  of  the  armed  forces  in   camps 
and  hospitals  has  won  the  Paramount  Pictures  Choral  Society  a  citation  from  the  Amer- 
ican   National    Red   Cross.    The   society   which    is    under   the   direction   of    Edith    Morgan 
savage,  serves  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Competitive  Bidding  Reagan  Says  Para. 
Exhib/s  Prerogative  To  Step  Up  Releases 


Chicago  —  Irving  Mack,  Filmack 
orexy,  is  a  grand-dad  for  the  first 
:ime.  His  son,  Donald,  associated 
is'ith  the  company,  is  the  father  of  a 
six  pound,  six  ounce  baby  boy,  named 
3arry  Allen,  born  at  the  Meyer 
House  Hospital. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ite  conclusion"  that  there  "shall 
be  either  non-competitive  licens- 
ing or  competitive,  and  the  latter 
only,  if  invoked  by  the  exhibi- 
tor." 

In  corroboration,  Levy  quoted  a 
portion  of  the  court's  memorandum 
tiled  at  the  same  time  as  the  decree 
in  which  the  judges  said: 

"In  order  to  meet  some  of  the 
objections  raised  at  the  hearing  to 
the  system  of  bidding  for  features 
described  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
we  have  modified  the  system  there 
proposed  so  that  competitive  bid- 
ding will  only  be  necessary  within  a 
competitive  area  and  in  such  area 
where  it  is  desired  by  the  exhibitors." 
Commenting  on  the  phrasing  by 
the  court,  Levy  said  "it  seems  obvi- 
ous that  the  court  intended  that  com- 
petitive bidding  should  be  invoked 
by  the  exhibitor  and  not  by  the  dis- 
tributor." 

Levy  also  called  the  Virginia 
group's  attention  to  a  statement 
made  by  Judge  Goddard  at  the  Jan. 
21  hearing  on  certain  motions  filed 
by  the  defendants.  At  one  point 
Judge  Goddard  inquired  of  Thurman 
Arnold,  ATA  counsel,  "Judge  Arnold, 
are  you  opposed  to  giving  the  exhib- 
itor the  option  of  competitive  bid- 
ding?" 

Levy  also  told  the  group  that 
the    court    sounded    the    "death 
knell    of    buying    combines,    def- 
initely for  the  defendants  and  by 
indirection  at  least,  for  all  other 
exhibitors  as  well." 
"Whether  or  not,"  Levy  said,  '  that 
language  of  the  court  could  be  used 
by   some  future   court   as   precedent 
for  outlawing  independent  combines 
is    a    matter    that    attorneys    could 
spend  much  time  discussing." 

"As  a  practical  matter,  however, 
disregarding  entirely  the  question  of 
legality  or  illegality  of  buying  com- 
bines it  appears  to  me  that  they 
have  lost  their  usefulness  under  the 
system  of  licensing  promulgated  by 
the  court." 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
will  release  at  least  as  many  and 
possibly  more  pix  than  in  the  whole 
of  the  1945-46  season  when  the  com- 
pany distributed  25.  Reagan  added 
that  the  pix  going  out  will  include 
top  quality  product,  representative 
of  the  heaviest  financial  investment 
in  the  company's  history. 

Reagan  and  the  home  office,  studio 
and  British  execs,  who  participated 
in  the  studio  meetings  viewed  10 
completed  pix,  including  "Uncon- 
quered,"  "The  Emperor  Waltz," 
"Perils  of  Pauline,"  "Welcome 
Stranger,  "Golden  Earrings,"  "My 
Favorite  Brunette,"  "Blaze  of  Noon," 
'Wild  Harvest,"  "Dear  Ruth,"  and 
'Desert  Fury." 

In  commenting  on  the  conference  i 
results,  Prexy  Barney  Balaban,  who  ! 
returned  with  Reagan,  said: 

"During  the  past  10  months  Para- 
mount has  sent  some  of  its  most  im- 
portant and  best  informed  executives 
to  countries  all  over  the  world.  The 
result  of  their  surveys  and  conclu- 
sions in  connection  with  the  many 
problems  that  have  developed  in  for- 
eign countries  since  the  end  of  hos- 
tilities was  discussed  in  all  of  its 
phases  as  it  concerns  Paramount 
production,  sales  and  distribution 
throughout  the  world." 

The  returning  party  included 
George  Weltner,  president  of  Para- 
mount International  Films. 

Adolph  Zukor,  Russell  Holman, 
Alan  Jackson  and  Frank  Farley  are 
expected  back  in  New  York  next 
Monday.  Curtis  Mitchell  returns  on 
Wednesday.  James  E.  Perkins,  chair- 
man and  managing  director  for 
Great  Britain,  also  will  return  later. 


Decree  Amendments 
By  Distribs.  Denied 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
tiibutors   had  requested  a  two-year 
period  lor  such  dissolution. 

With  the  New  York  Court 
finally  committed,  further  mo- 
tions for  either  a  stay  of  specific 
provisions  or  modification  of  the 
decree  must  now  take  the  form 
of  an  appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court.  It  is  likely  that 
such  appeals  will  now  be  expe- 
dited since  several  companies 
have  been  waiting  for  action  on 
their  motion  for  amendment  be- 
fore deciding  the  basis  for  ap- 
peal. 

The  decision  yesterday  was  no  sur- 
prise to  most  industry  observers 
since  the  Court  had  strongly  hinted 
at  the  hearing  held  for  presentation 
of  arguments  in  support  of  both  the 
"Big  Five"  and  "Little  Three"  mo- 
tions that  no  changes  would  be  made 
at  this  time,  but  that  the  Court  re- 
tailed jurisdiction  in  the  matter  and 
could  modify  its  decision  if  the  de- 
cree did  not  work  out  in  practice. 

Rejected  by  the  Court  were  "Big 
Five"  proposals  for  limited  acquisi- 
tion of  theaters  by  the  defendants, 
postponement  of  the  effective  date 
of  the  competitive  bidding  provisions 
until  the  Supreme  Court  has  had  an 
opportunity  to  review  the  case  and 
modification  of  the  charge  of  con- 
spiracy in  fixing  admission  prices, 
run,  clearance  and  other  license 
terms.  Universale  motion  to  allow 
certain  types  of  franchise  deals  and 
United  Artists'  request  for  the  shift- 
ing of  the  burden  of  proof  in  legal 
action  involving  clearance  from  the 
distributor  to  the  exhibitor  were  also 
denied. 


Aronson,  Goltz  Named 
To  New  MPA-MPEA  Posts 

(Continued   from   Page   ll 
Joe  C.  Goltz,  for  18  years  engaged 
in  international  film  distribution  with 
United  Artists,  and  Loew's. 


Paul  Huldschinsky  Dead 

Santa  Monica,  Calif. — Paul  Oscar 
Huldschinsky,  set  designer  who  won 
the  first  Academy  "Oscar"  ever  pre- 
sented in  that  phase  of  the  film  in- 
dustry, died  Saturday  at  his  home. 


Wally  Granger  Dead 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)  —  Wally 
Granger,  51,  representative  in  Aus- 
tralia for  Walt  Disney  Prods.,  died 
suddenly  following  his  return  from 
America.  Granger  was  taken  ill  in 
the  boat  coming  over. 
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Harry         Bruce        Irene         Lee 

CAREY- CABOT- RICH  DIXON 

STEPHEN  GRANT  •  TOM  POWERS  •  PAUL  HURST 

Written  and  Directed  by  A 

James  Edward  Grant    JOHN  WAYNE 

Production 

A     REPUBLIC     PICTURE 
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AN  OUTSTANDING  EVENT! 

ASSOCIATED    MOTION     PICTURE    ADVERTISERS 

LUNCHEON-MEETING 

TOWN  HALL  CLUB 

123  WEST  43rd  STREET 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  6 

12:30  NOON  —  PROMPTLY 

•  

Principal  Speaker:  GEORGE  WEVER,  Promotion  Director, 
LIFE  Magazine 

Topic:   "NEW  TRENDS   IN   MAGAZINE   PROMOTION" 

*   

TERRY  RAMSAYE,  Official  Industry  Historian,  Will 
Officiate  at  Ceremonies  Commemorating  the 
Thomas  A.  Edison  Centennial 


MADELINE      EDISON      SLOANE,      Daughter     of      the 
Great    Inventor,    will    be    Special    Guest    of    Honor 


Other      Important      Figures      in      the      Publishing      and 
Advertising    Fields  will  grace  the   Dais. 


RUTGERS  NEILSON,  President,  will  preside 

PHIL  WILLIAMS,  Vice-President,  Member-Guest  Emcee 


LUNCHEON 


Members:  $2.00 
Guests:       $2.50 


N.  B.:  For  Reservations  Call 
A.  DASH,  FILM  DAILY,  BRyant  9-7117 


CHARTERED 


Crockett  Re-elected 
Va.  MPTA  President 


CINEMA,  INC.,  of  Arlington,  Va.,  to  con- 
struct and  operate  theaters,  500  shares  no 
par  value  capital  stock.  Incorporated  at  Alex- 
andria by  I.  Friedson,  Shirley  R.  Cohen  and 
Maurice    D.    Rosenberg. 

STATE  THEATER,  INC.,  Wayne,  Mich.,  to 
operate  theaters.  Capital  20,000  shares,  no  par 
at  $1,  assets  $1,000.  Incorporated  in  Michigan 
with  Walter  D.  Shafer,  Wayne,  1,000  shares, 
as   incorporator. 

MONTPELIER  AMUSEMENT  CORP.,  Indian- 
apolis, with  capital  stock  of  1,000  shares  no 
par  value  stock,  to  operate  motion  picture  the- 
aters. Incorporated  at  Indianapolis  by  George 
Settos,  Violet  Settos,  John  J.   Roach. 

HAZEL  PARK  THEATER  CORP.,  Hazel  Park., 
Mich.,  to  operate  amusement  places,  incorpo- 
rated in  Michigan;  capital,  $50,000  at  $100; 
assets,  $3,000.  H.  B.  Gordon  and  Yetta  Gor- 
don   of    Detroit,    15    shares    each,    incorporators. 


Selznick  May  Make 
Three  More  in  N.  Y. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
doubtedly  give  significant  impetus 
to  eastern  production  and  both  in- 
dustry and  civic  officials  will  closely 
observe  what  happens  to  "Portrait," 
shooting  on  which  begins  Feb.  15. 
Although  part  of  the  picture  will  be 
photographed  'on  exterior  locations, 
RKO  Pathe  sound  stages  on  Park 
Avenue  will  be  used  for  all  interiors. 
Selznick  representatives  have  been 
testing  equipment  for  the  past  two 
weeks  and  making  preliminary  plans 
for  set-building,  dressing  rooms  and 
storage  space. 


Tub  Thumpers  Citations 
To  Notables  on  Feb.  21 


Boston — Tub  Thumpers  of  Amer- 
ica at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Bos- 
ton tub  here  on  Feb.  21  will  present 
citations  to  the  following  for  dis- 
tinguished service: 

P.  A..  O'Connell,  merchant,  as  out- 
standing representative  of  American 
Business;  John  Shepard,  3rd,  station 
WNAC,  for  his  pioneer  radio  work; 
two  amputees  from  World  War  II, 
Harold  Russell,  who  lost  both  hands, 
and  Wilfred  Holsberg,  who  lost  both 
legs,  for  their  inspiring  courage; 
Maj.  Gen.  Ira  G.  Wyche,  new  adju- 
tant general  of  the  U.  S.  Army  and 
commander  of  the  Boston  base; 
Roland  Hayes,  for  his  contribution  to 
the  musical  field;  Al  Capp,  cartoon- 
ist, for  his  efforts  in  world  of  humor: 
Robert  Sibley,  aviation  editor  of 
Boston  Traveler,  for  his  service  to 
the  progress  of  aviation;  and  to  three 
Greater  Boston  institutions,  the 
Children's  Hospital,  for  work  in  aid- 
ing polio  victims;  the  Perkins  In- 
stitute for  work  in  aiding  the  blind, 
and  the  Massachusetts  Committee  of 
Catholics,  Protestants  and  Jews,  for 
its  efforts  in  creating  a  better  un- 
derstanding between  people  of  all 
faiths. 

Dr.  William  T.  Green  will  receive 
citation  for  the  Children's  Hospital, 
Dr.  Gabriel  Farrell,  director,  for  the 
Perkins  Institute  and  Victor  Friend, 
chairman,  for  the  Massachusetts 
Committee. 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 

members  and  their  wives  atteni 
the  sessions  at  the  Shoreham  Hot 
Other  officers  re-elected  were:  B> 
jamin  T.  Pitts,  Fredericksburatt.vi. 
president;  Sam  Bendheim,  R(»i^oil 
treasurer,  and  Harold  Wood,  rftk 
mond,  secretary. 

The  group  at  a  business  sessi 
yesterday  morning  heard  Robert 
Wright,  special  assistant  to  the  I 
torney-General,  in  an  off-the-recc 
discussion  of  the  New  York  equ; 
case. 

Attending  the  group's  banquet  h 
night  were  Sen- 
ators Harry  Byrd 
and  A.  Wills  Rob- 
ertson of  Vir- 
ginia. Also  in- 
cluded among  the 
guests  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Vir- 
ginia Senate  and 
House  of  Dele- 
gates. 

The  group 
heard  Senator 
Robertson  call  for 
a  free  inter- 
change of  motion 
pictures  as  a 
"powerful  stimu-wiLLlAM  F.  CROCKET 
lus  to  internation- 
al friendship." 

"We  would  soon  cease  worry- 
ing  about   Russia,"   he   said,  "if 
that   country,   with   more   movie 
houses  than   any    nation    in   the 
world  except  the  United  States, 
would   allow   American   films   to 
be  shown   freely   in   all   its   the- 
aters," he  added. 
Senator    Robertson    told    the    e: 
hibitors  that  they  have  a  responsj 
bility  to   support   producers   seekir 
to  raise  film  standards  and  to  di 
courage  any  who  might  "pander  \ 
depraved  tastes." 

Chairman  of  the  convention  w; 
Sam  Roth,  with  Wade  Pearson  ar) 
Harold  Wood  co-chairmen.  Frar 
Boucher  was  in  charge  of  the  con 
mittee  on  arrangements. 


25.000  Church  Members 
Pledged  To  Boycott  Pix 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
refrain  from  attending  motion  pit 
ture  theaters  during  February, 
meeting  of  600  Sodality  leaders  wi 
be  held  Sunday  to  extend  the  boycoi 
and  Father  Charles  Leahy,  who  i 
directing  movement,  expects  boycoi 
to  extend  to  6,000,000  Sodality  men 
bers  throughout  the   United    State: 

He  said  local  Catholic  high  schoi 
students  are  urging  grammar  scho< 
pupils  and  adults  to  abstain  filn 
theater  going  for  a  month.  He  als 
pointed  out  Catholic  high  schoc 
students  started  movement  after  see 
ing  "Duel  in  the  Sun"  before  Arcli 
bishop   J.   J.    Contwell   attacked   pi< 

Leahy    said    he    hoped    movemen; 
would   result   in   a  warning  to  pre 
ducers  to  refrain  from  making  an 
immoral    pictures. 
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earling'  as  Special 
'ia  Competitive  Bids 
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anager,  with  his  field  sales  man- 
gers and  home  office  execs,  at  the 
rake  Hotel. 

It is    planned    to    release     "The 

e^t.  9S"  genei'ally  in  March.  The 
c,  already  playing  in  New  York  and 
Ihicago,  is  slated  to  open  in  B  &  K's 
rate  Lake  in  the  Loop  the  latter 
xt  of  the  month.  The  local  policy 
11  be  continuous,  the  same  as  the 
iadio  City  Music  Hall. 
J  Elaborate  plans  are  being  made 
ir  the  midwestem  premiere,  with 
&  K  executives  William  K.  Hol- 
nder  and  James  Savage  co-operat- 
g  with  William  R.  Ferguson, 
-G-M  exploitation  head,  and  his 
idwestern  staff.  Claude  Jarman, 
\,  the  Jody  of  the  picture,  and  Flag, 
ie  fawn,  will  come  for  p.a.'s. 
Ted  Morris  of  M-G-M's  studio 
iblicity  staff  is  now  in  New  York 
orking  with  Howard  Dietz,  vice- 
•esident  and  director  of  advertis- 
g,  publicity  and  exploitation;  Fer- 
ason,  and  Herbert  Crooker,  public- 
ly manager,  en  the  New  York  and 
hieago  visits  of  Jarman  and  the 
.wn.     The  latter  are  due  there  to- 


IN  NEW  INDUSTRY  POSTS 


HARRY  HATCHELL,  Chicago  booking  depart- 
ment.  Great   States   circuit,   Chicago,    III. 

LEE   DORAN,    Universal    newsreel,    Chicago,    III. 
JACK    REED,    manager.    Booths    Palace,    Cicero, 
III. 

R.  M.  DAUGHERTY,  Tampa  area  district  mana- 
ger,  Florida  State   Theaters,   Tampa,   Fla. 

JESSE  L.  CLARK,  manager,  operations  depart- 
ment, Florida  State  Theaters,  Jackson- 
ville,   Fla. 

JOSEPH  SLOAN,  manager,  Loew's  Strand,  Syra- 
cuse,  N.  Y. 

THOMAS  DONIGAN,  assistant  manager,  Eckel, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


JERRY  WELLS,  manager.  Ideals  Films'  branch, 
Cambridge,    Mass. 

GEORGE  KEMBLE,  manager,  State,  Hanover,  Pa.; 
from    Ritz,    Wilmington,    Del. 

ALFRED  LOWENTHAL,  manager,  Ritz,  Wilming- 
ton,  Del. 

EDWARD  HOLMES,  assistant  manager,  Arcadia, 
Wilmington,  Del.;  from  the  Warner,  Wil- 
mington. 

CHARLES  TUCKER,  assistant  manager,  Warner, 
Wilmington,  Del.;  from  the  Grand,  Wil- 
mington. 

JAMES  LAMONT,  assistant  manager,  Grand, 
Wilmington,  Del.;  from  the  Merchant 
Marine. 


Clem  Pope,  Former  RKO 
Theater  Exec,  Is  Dead 


Monogram  to  Produce 
10  Films  in  Mexico 


Cleveland — Clem  Pope,  52,  born  in 
Muskogee,  Okla.,  who  came  to  Cleve- 
land in  1938  as  publicity  man  for 
RKO  Theaters  and  was  RKO  The- 
ater district  manager  from  1940  to 
1945,  died  Saturday  at  Mt.  Sinai 
Hospital  where  he  had  been  ill  one 
week. 

For  the  past  year  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  Mitchell,  McCanless  and 
Claus,  advertising  firm.  Surviving 
are  his  wife,  Margaret,  and  two  sons, 
Clem,  Jr.,  and  Richard,  a  brother  and 
two  sisters. 
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City  Variety  Club,  who  is  visiting 
the  film  colony  to  interest  stars  in 
making  appearances  at  four  charity 
balls  planned  in  the  Mexican  capital 
this  year. 

Balls'  proceeds  will  go  to  the 
Variety  Club's  campaign  to  raise 
more  than  a  million  pesos  for  the 
establishment  of  a  home  for  poor 
children.  The  Mexican  Government 
will  donate  the  land  for  the  institu- 
tion. 

Montes  said  10  theaters  are  under 
construction  in  Mexico  City  and  five 
more  will  arise  during  the  year. 


Forum  Priority  for 
Arbitration  System 
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"lies  between  litigation  and  Gov- 
ernment control  on  the  one  hand, 
and  self  regulation  and  conciliation 
on  the  other.  It  will  be  fitting  and 
proper  for  the  projected  forum  to 
attempt  to  formulate  a  system  of  in- 
dustry arbitration  that  will  meet  all 
objections  to  the  present  system." 

Levy  indicated  that  an  invitation 
to  participate  in  the  Forum  will  be 
sent  to  Allied  States.  Allied,  at  its 
recent  board  meeting,  was  non-com- 
mittal on  the  Forum  suggestion.  If 
and  when  the  MPTOA  invitation  is 
received,  the  question  will  be  -  re- 
ferred to  the  executive  committee 
which  in  turn  will  poll  members  of 
the  board  before  taking  action.  I 


Nelson  Greene  Passes 

Chicago  —  Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Nelson  L.  Greene,  a 
founder  of  Educational  Screen  Mag- 
azine, who  died  last  week.  Greene 
was  65.  A  graduate  of  Colgate, 
Greene  received  a'  doctorate  from 
Princeton.  He  served  in  the  French 
Army  during  World  War  I  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Society  for  Visual 
Education.  He  leaves  a  widow  and 
daughter. 
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"It  Happened  On  5th 
Avenue" 

with    Don    DeF.re,     Ann    Harding,    Charlie 

Ruggles,  Victor  Moore,  and  Gale  Storm 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Allied  Artists  115  Mins. 

DELIGHTFULLY  AMUSING  PICTURE 
FINELY  PLAYED  AND  DIRECTED,  SHOULD 
REGISTER  SOLIDLY  AT  B.  0.;  VICTOR 
MOORE'S  WORK  BRILLIANT. 

Here  is  a  delightfully  amusing  offering 
that  marks  Roy  Del  Ruth's  debut  as  an  in- 
dependent producer  and  launches  Allied 
Artists  Productions.  In  addition  to  produc- 
ing, Del  Ruth  also  directed  the  highly  en- 
tertaining comedy. 

The  acting  is  splendid  with  Victor  Mo  re 
as  a  tramp,  who  "Winters"  in  a  Fifth 
Avenue  mansion  and  "Summers"  at  a 
resort  in  the  South,  giving  a  performance 
worthy  of   an  Academy  nomination. 

Giving  Moore  a  close  chase  for  his- 
trionic hon  rs  is  Charlie  Ruggles,  enacting 
the  role  of  the  country's  second  richest 
man.  Don  DeFore,  Ann  Harding  and  Gale 
Storm  are  the  other  featured  players  who 
do  excellent  work. 

The  story  opens  with  Moore  spending 
his  third  Winter  in  the  deserted  Ruggles 
mansi.n.  Moore  is  an  uninvited  guest,  but 
this  does  not  prevent  him  from  inviting 
DeFore,  an  evicted  serviceman,  to  join 
him. 

Gale  Storm,  daughter  of  Ruggles  and  his 
estranged  wife,  Ann  Harding,  runs  away 
from  school.  She  returns  to  her  father's 
mansion,  but  does  not  make  her  real  iden- 
tity known  to  M:ore  and  DeFore.  DeFore 
takes  pity  on  two  war  buddies,  their  wives 
and  a  baby  and  they  all  move  into  Ruggles 
luxurious  home. 

Ruggles  learns  of  Gale's  disappearance 
and  hurries  to  New  York.  Gale  makes  him 
agree  to  pose  as  a  down-and-outer  and 
not  to  disturb  his  unexpected  guests.  Ann 
Harding  returns  fr:  m  Florida  and  poses  as 
a  cook  at  the  Ruggles  domicile. 

Gale  and  DeFore  fall  in  love,  but  Ruggles 
tries  to  break  up  their  romance.  DeFore 
and  his  friends  make  efforts  to  acquire  an 
Army  camp  for  a  new  project,  but  are 
thwarted  by  one  of  Ruggles'  companies. 

Moore  causes  Ruggles  and  Ann  to  fall 
in  love  again,  and  in  the  end,  Ruggles  re- 
lents, deeds  the  camp  to  DeFore  and  his 
associates  and  gives  Dan  and  Gale  his 
blessings. 

CAST:  Don  DeFore,  Ann  Harding,  Charlie 
Ruggles,  Victor  Moore,  Gale  Storm,  Grant 
Mitchell,  Edward  Brophy,  Alan  Hale,  Jr.,  Ed- 
ward Ryan,  Jr.,  Cathy  Carter,  Dorothea  Kent, 
Arthur  Hohl,  Anthony  Sydes,  Linda  Lee  Solo- 
mon,  Abe   Reynolds. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Roy  Del  Ruth;  Director, 
Roy  Del  Ruth;  Associate  Producer,  Joe  Kauf- 
man; Authors,  Herbert  Clyde  Lewis  and  Fred- 
erick Stephani;  Screenplay,  Everett  Freeman; 
Additional  Dialogue,  Vick  Knight;  Cameraman, 
Henry  Sharp,  ASC;  Editor,  Richard  Heermance; 
Art  Director,  Lewis  Creber;  Musical  Score,  Ed- 
ward Ward;  Set  Decorator,  Ray  Boltz,  Jr.;  Songs 
by    Harry   Revel   and    Paul  Webster. 

DIRECTION,  Splendid.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Very    Good. 


NSW  Exhibs.  Cold  to 
Aussie  Unity  Meeting 

Melbourne  (By  Cable) — Delegates 
from  four  states  met  here  yesterday 
to  discuss  the  proposal  to  form  an 
Exhibitors  Association  for  Australia. 
The  only  State  MPEA  failing  to  ac- 
cept invitation  is  New  South  Wales. 


"The  Red  House" 

with   Edward  G.   Robinson,   Lon   McCallister 
UA  100  Mins. 

AN  UNUSUAL,  WEIRD  PLOT  SETS  THIS 
ONE  OFF.  THERE'S  COMPELLING  INTEN- 
SITY IN  THE  UNFOLDING  AND  HAS 
MUCH  ON  THE  "DIFFERENT"  SIDE  TO 
SELL. 

Shortly  after  this  story  gets  into  its 
stride  it  is  soon  apparent  something  is 
wrong  and  an  undercurrent  of  some  sombre 
mystery  makes  itself  felt.  The  mod  is 
sustained.  As  the  story  progresses  the 
flow  is  interrupted  with  bits  of  violence 
and  the  flood  of  youthful,  unrestrained  pas- 
sions. Delmer  Daves'  direction  gives  cre- 
dence to  the  various  aspects  of  the  plot. 
Settings,  locations  supply  scund  natural- 
ness. 

Mostly  it  is  filmed  outdoors.  The  set- 
ting is  a  farm  and  to  all  appearances  it  is 
the  real  thing.  There's  pleasant  scenery 
surrounding  the  many  unpleasantnesses  of 
the  people  who  pass  in  view. 

Edward  G.  Robinson  and  Judith  Ander- 
son have  veteran  maturity  and  ski  I!  to 
supplant  their  interpretation  of  a  farmer 
bounded  by  his  past,  and  his  sister.  But 
the  accent  is  on  youth  and  Lon  McCallister 
racks  up  a  telling  job.  Opposite  him  Al- 
lene  Roberts  is  splendid  and  another  young 
girl,  Julie  London,  rates  attention.  The 
small  cast  in  support  is  convincing  and 
they  underplay  to  advantage. 

Based  on  a  novelette  by  George  Agnew 
Chamberlain,  the  yarn  tells  cf  the  growing 
fears  of  an  old  man  as  children  grow  up 
and  desire  to  fathom  the  reasons  a  legen- 
dary old  red  house  exists  in  a  dense  wood. 
The  Ox  Head  Woods  have  a  curse  on  them, 
Robinson  tells  McCallister  and  Miss  Roberts. 
Within  the  depths  one  will  hear  screams 
to  haunt  one  as  long  as  one  lives.  The 
youngsters  are  not  to  be  deluded.  They 
make  further  attempts  to  find  the  Red 
House.  Things  happen.  Robinson  becomes 
deranged.  Miss  London  switches  her  heart 
interest  from  McCallister  to  Rory  Cal- 
houn.  Miss   Roberts   takes    Mac   in   tow. 

The  youngsters  constantly  provoke  Robin- 
son with  their  excursions.  At  length  Miss 
Roberts  finds  the  place.  She  is  scared  off 
by  Calhoun.  He's  there  to  ward  off  tres- 
passers, Robinson  has  a  deal  with  him. 
Miss  Roberts  breaks  a  leg  running  away 
from  Calhoun's  bullets.  McCallister  re- 
turns to  the  farm  and  later  Miss  Ander- 
son is  accidentally  killed  by  Calhoun.  Cal- 
houn and  Miss  London  run  away.  They  are 
caught. 

The  real  truth  comes  out  of  Robinson 
at  about  this  time  and  a  gripping  solution 
to  the  whole  sordid  mess  is  brought  about 
with  his  death.  These  latter  sequences  are 
tense  stuff  and  the  directorial  handling 
rates   applause. 

"The  Red  House"  stands  to  catch  on  and 
go  places.         • 

CAST:  Edward  G.  Robinson,  Lon  McCallister, 
Judith  Anderson,  Rory  Calhoun,  Allene  Roberts, 
Julie  London,  Ona  Munson,  Harry  Shannon, 
Arthur   Space,    Walter    D.    Sande. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  Lesser;  Director,  Del- 
mer Daves;  Screenplay,  Delmer  Daves;  Based  on 
novel  by  George  Agnew  Chamberlain;  Cam- 
eraman, Bert  Glennon;  Music,  Miklos  Rozsa; 
Film  Editor,  Merrill  White;  Art  Director,  Mc- 
Clure  Capps;  Set  Decorator,  Dorcy  Howard; 
Sound,    Frank   McWhorter. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 


"Easy  Come,  Easy  Go" 

with   Barry   Fitzgerald,  Diana   Lynn 
Paramount  77  Mins. 

SIMPLE,  EARTHY,  CATCHINGLY  COM- 
IC TALE  OF  THIRD  AVE.  BRANCH  OF 
THE  IRISH  FREE  STATE.  IT'S  ALL  FITZ- 
GERALD  AND    GOOD    ENTERTAINMENT. 

County  Third  Avenue  is  that  part  of 
transplanted  Eire  that  lies  between  Lexing- 
ton and  Second  Avenues.  One  can  pereg- 
rinate the  district  and  hearken  to  the  ould 
sod. 

Therein  is  Himself,  and  Connie,  and 
Kevin;  Tom,  Mike  Gilligan,  Clancy  and 
Nick,  the  Greek  bookie.  It's  in  again,  out 
again,  Patrolwagon,  that  is,  for  these  char- 
acters. So  brazen  they  are  they  make  bets 
in  night  court  and  pay  off  between  lec- 
tures  by  the  magistrate. 

Himself  operates  a  boarding  house  ten- 
anted by  a  fine  assortment  of  types.  Con- 
nie, his  daughter,  is  a  spankingly  charming 
colleen,  courted  by  Kevin  and  the  local 
cop.  Himself  does  not  see  her  taking  up 
with  either  of  them  and  he  plays  the  two 
spalpeens  against  each  other,  Aye,  'tis  a 
state. 

Himself  does  not  hear  voices,  but  the 
trumpet  sound  "At  the  Post."  His  literature 
is  the  racing  sheet.  His  dream  fortune  deriv- 
ing from  bangtails. 

Himself  is  Barry  Fitzgerald  and  he  has  a 
lark  in  this  story  that  never  once  departs 
simplicity  in  treatment  or  attempts  tom- 
foolery in  the  higher  economic  brackets. 
The  folk  could  very  possibly  be  real  and 
as  they  are  based  on  John  McNulty's 
sketches,  very   probably  are   real. 

It  is  a  good  entertainment  and  heartily 
recommended  to  give  entire  satisfaction  all 
around. 

CAST:  Barry  Fitzgerald,  Diana  Lynn,  Sonny 
Tufts,  Dick  Foran,  Frank  McHugh,  Allen  Jen- 
kins, John  Litel,  Arthur  Shields,  Frank  Faylen, 
James  Burke,  George  Cleveland,  Ida  Moore, 
Rhys    Williams,    Oscar    Rudolph. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Kenneth  Macgowan;  Di- 
rector, John  Farrow;  Screenplay  by  Francis  Ed- 
ward Faragoh,  John  McNulty,  Anne  Froelick; 
Based  on  sketches  by  John  McNulty;  Camera- 
man, Daniel  L.  Fapp;  Film  Editor,  Thomas 
Scott;  Sound,  Stanley  Cooley,  Don  Johnson; 
Set  Decoration,  Sam  Comer,  Maurice  Goodman; 
Art  Direction,  Hans  Dreier,  Haldane  Douglas; 
Musical    Score,    Roy    Webb. 

DIRECTION,  Foine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Verra 
Gud. 

Allied  States  Re-elect 
Members  to  Exec.  Board 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Allied  States  re- 
elected its  executive  committee  at 
a  meeting  of  the  board  on  Saturday. 
A.bram  F.  Myers,  general  counsel 
and  chairman  of  the  board,  and  Pres- 
ident Jack  Kirsch  were  re-elected 
ex-officio  members.  Members  are 
Martin  G.  Smith,  M.  A.  Rosenberg, 
H.  A.  Cole,  Sidney  Samuelson,  Na- 
than Yamins. 

Elected  to  the  Caravan  Commit- 
tee were:  Samuelson,  Cole,  W.  L. 
Ains worth  and  Trueman  Rembusch. 
The  question  of  ITOA's  affiliation 
did  not  come  up  at  the  board  meet- 
ing, according  to  Myers.  A  special 
committee  is  studying  the  question. 


Ludwig  Siegel  Dead 

Chicago — Ludwig  Siegel,  74,  vet- 
eran theater  owner,  is  dead  following 
a  long  illness. 


"Boy!  What  A  Girl!" 

with  Tim  Moore,  Sybil  Lewis,  Slam  Stewar 

Deek  Watson 
Herald  Pictures  g9  Min 

r.  A1  L  -  N  E  G  R  0  CAST  SPARKED  B 
GROOVEY  JAZZ;  SHOULD  PLEASE  TH 
HEP  CATS.  ^. 

So-called  hep-cats  will  really  grif -Hi1 
footage  which  features  some  of  the  .eadei 
of  the  jive  league.  Inserted  into  the  pix  at, 
Slam  Stewart,  Deek  Watson  and  his  Brow 
Dots,  Big  Sid  Catlett  and  Band,  Ann  Cor i 
nell  and  the  International  Jitterbugs.  Als| 
a  few  feet  of  Gene  Krupa,  the  only  whif 
performer   featured. 

Story  revolves  around  two  would-be  pro.l 
ducers,  Jim  and  Harry,  who  get  a  prrmis 
from  a  Chicago  financier,  Mr.  Cumming: 
that  he  will  back  half  their  show  if  the- 
find  another  backer  who  will  do  likewise 
A  mysterious  Madame  Deborah  agrees  t 
do  same,  and  the  boys  invite  Mr.  C.  to  Ne\ 
York  to  meet  Madame  D.  When  she  fail 
to  arrive,  the  boys  persuade  "Bumpsie"  t 
impersonate  her.  This  he  does,  so  wel. 
that  Mr.  C.  and  the  landlord  fall  for  he" 
and  it  is  not  until  an  ardent  French  suitoj 
who  has  followed  the  real  Madame  Debora. 
sees  her,  that  the  hoax  is  made  knowr 
The  boys  meanwhile,  are  in  love  with  Mi 
C.'s  daughters,  who  isn't  very  happy  afte 
realizing  he  has  been  tricked.  The  whol 
thing  works  out  however,  when  the  rea 
Madame  D.  reveals  herself,  and  she  am 
Mr.  C.  decide  to  become  partners,  for  life  j 
as  weil   as  for  the  show. 

Weak  spots  in  the  pix  are  partially  madi 
up  for  by  the  music  which  is  its  chief  sell 
ing  point,  along  with  a  few  particular! 
good  female  voices. 

CAST:  Tim  Moore,  Elwood  Smith,  Duke  Wil 
Mams,  Al  Jackson,  Sheila  Guyse,  Betti  Mays 
Sybil  Lewis,  Warren  Patterson,  Slam  Stewart 
Deek  Watson  and  his  Brown  Dots,  "Big"  Si< 
Catlett  and  Band,  Ann  Cornell,  and  the  Inter 
national   Jitterbugs. 

CREDITS:    Producer,    Jack    Goldberg;    Director- 
Arthur     Leonard;      From     a     story     by     Vincen 
Valentini. 

DIRECTION,    Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,   Okay* 

Goldwyn  Names  Loewe  As 
Sales  Rep;  Crown  Returns, 

J.  Winston  Loewe  has  beeji  ap 
pointed  a  sales  representative  fo: 
Samuel  Goldwyn  productions.  Hi 
was  formerly  a  manager  for  Warne: 
Bros,  in  Oklahoma  City  and  Dallas  f 
He  will  represent  Goldwyn  in  tht 
South  and  several  mid-Western  sit  j 
uations. 

Alfred    Crown,    Samuel    Goldwyr 
foreign  sales  manager,  has  returnet  j 
a^ter  a  trip  of  several  weeks  in  Mex 
ico. 


Tola  Signs  Shaindlin 

Jack  Shaindlin,  well-known  in  th< 
industry's  musical  field,  has  been  re ■'. 
tained  as  musical  director  for  Tols 
Productions  documentary  "Thf 
Roosevelt  Story."  He  will  also  super- 
vise the  scoring  of  the  symphonit 
poems,  as  well  as  the  complete  score 
especially  written  for  the  picture  bj 
Earl  Robinson. 


"Nora"  in  Philly  Bow  Feb.  7 

World  premiere  of  "Nora  Pren- 
tiss" has  been  set  by  Warners  foi 
Friday  at  the  Boyd  Theater,  Phila- 
delphia. 
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Doubt  Decree's  "Serious "  Effect  on  Industry 


Editorial 


Combines 

,  .  .  on  the  way  out? 

=  B7  CHESTER  B.  BAHN= 


1ERMAN  M.  LEVY,  MPTOA's  general 
1  counsel,    in    addressing    the    Washing- 

'  convention  of  the  Virginia  MPTA  this 
ek,  has  some  interesting  things  to  say 
ut  the  fate  of  buying  combines — co- 
ratives,  if  you  prefer — under  the  decree 
ded  down  by  the  Statutory  Court  in 
Government's  so-called  New  York 
iry  suit. 

Observing  that  industry  attorneys  "could 
ind  much  time  discussing"  whether  or 
the  Court's  language  could  be  used  by 
*e  future  Federal  district  court  as  a 
cedent  for  outlawing  indie  combines, 
y  observed. 

As  a  practical  matter,  however,  dis- 
arding  entirely  the  question  of  legality 
illegality  of  buying  combines  it  appears 
me  that  they  (meaning  the  indie  com- 
es) have  lost  their  usefulness  under  the 
em  of  licensing  promulgated  by  the 
irt." 

j'he  MPTOA  general  counsel  goes  on  to 
te  two  points  why  he  believes  this  to 
+he  case: 

1,  If  the  exhibitors  in  a  particular  com- 

itive   area   decide   to   license   their    pic- 

!;s   on  a   non-bidding   basis   there  is   no 

In  for  negotiation  .  .  .   the  picture  has 

be  offered  by  the  distributor  'upon 
:orm  terms'  to  all  exhibitors  for  each 
involved,  so  that  no  buying  agent  can 
more  than  get  the  picture  on  the  run 
question  on  terms  no  different  from 
|e  offered  to  anybody  else. 

2,  If  there  is  competitive  bidding  it  ap- 
■s  that  the  buying  agent   has  no  func- 

at  all,  since  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
jan  exhibitor  who  is  bidding  competi- 
iy,  permitting  any  of  his  competitors  to 
w  what  the  terms  of  his  bid  are." 
erhaps  not  all  identified  with  existing 
ns  and  booking  combines  will  go  along 
•  Levy  on  that,  but  it  is  quite  possible 

the  thought  has  occurred  elsewhere. 
.  instance,  there  has  been  talk  for  some 
!  that  a  new  cotOD  was  under  serious 
^deration  in  the  Philadelphia  territory, 
after  a  meeting  of  indie  theater  oper- 
s  there  during  the  past  week,  it  was 
rated  that  the  move  was  off. 
fiere  could  be  other  reasons,  of  course. 

E  MPTOA  legal  light's  contention,  also 
voiced  at  the  Washington  parley,  that 
aetitive  bidding,  under  the  decree,  and 
Ihe  light  of  the  Court's  memorandum, 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Standard  &  Poor's  Sees 
Narrower  Profit  Margins 
As  Production  Costs  Rise 


Despite  higher  distribution  and 
selling  costs  resulting  from  the  New 
York  equity  decree,  the  latter  will 
have  no  "serious"  effect  on  the  film 
industry,  according  to  the  current 
analysis  of  film  biz  by  Standard  & 
Poor's. 

The  survey,  just  released,  does, 
however,  take  the  position  that  film 
company  earnings  probably  hit  their 
peak  last  year,  and  says  "indications 
are  that  profits  will  decline  moder- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Seek  to  Prevent 
Over-Prod,  Abroad 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — S  tate  Department 
and  American  film  industry  repre- 
sentatives are  quietly  but  actively 
working  to  combat  a  trend  towards 
over-production  by  native  pix  indus- 
tries in  many  European  countries, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 

Trade  and  Government  sources 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


FBI  Accuses  'Scotty'  Brown 
In  16mm.  Copyright  Case 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — The  FBI's  drive  to 
stamp  out  unauthorized  16  mm.  dis- 
tribution is  continuing  on  the  West 
Coast,  with  the  latest  development 
the  filing  of  a  criminal  copyright 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


PASCAL  TO  FILM 
SHAW  ON  COAST 

Deal  with  Pickford-Cowan 
Calls  for  UA  Distribution 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Gabriel  Pascal  will 
film  future  productions  of  George 
Bernard  Shaw  works  here  under  the 
banner  of  Artists  Alliance,  Inc.,  the 
Mary  Pickford-Lester  Cowan  inde- 
pendent company,  for  United  Artists 
release. 

Pascal  has  full  approval  from 
G.  B.  S.  with  whom  he  consulted  via 
the  transoceanic  telephone.  Pascal 
has  made  three  Shavian  plays  as 
films  in  Britain. 

First  two  Shaw  plays  to  be  filmed 
are  "The  Devil's  Disciple"  and  "The 
Showing  Up  of  Blanco  Posnet." 
Stories  have  U.  S.  backgrounds. 
Future  plans  call  for  versions  of  "St. 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 

Complete  Drafts  of 
MPF  Charter,  By-laws 

After  weeks  of  study  and  prepara- 
tion, final  drafts  of  the  by-laws  and 
certificate  of  incorporation  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Foundation  have  been 
made  and  sent  to  the  steering  com- 
mittee by  Barney  Balaban,  chairman, 
for  approval. 

Committee  members  are:  Samuel 
Pinanski,  Tom  J.  Connors,  Col.  H.  A. 
Cole,  Karl  Hoblitzelle,  Ted  Gamble, 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Propose  Theaters  as  Schools 

Ind.  ATO  Suggests  Plan  in  Towns,  Nabes 


Reagan  Promotes  Six  in 
Para.  Distribution  Staff 


Charles  M.  Reagan,  veepee  in 
charge  of  distribution,  yesterday 
announced  a  new  group  of  advance- 
ments in  line  with  Paramount's  pol- 
icy of  promoting  from  the  ranks. 

John  Bowles  was  made  assistant 
to  George  A.  Smith,  Western  divi- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Indianapolis,  Ind. — To  prevent  the 
exploitation  of  the  school  film  field 
by  opportunists  who,  under  the  guise 
of  presenting  educational  pix,  actu- 
ally propose  to  enter  into  competition 
with  established  theaters,  the  ATO 
of  Indiana  proposes  that  exhibs.  in 
small  towns  and  nabes  "arrange  with 
teachers  for  the  use  of  their  the- 
aters one  or  two  mornings  a  week." 

(A  proposal  for  school-theater  co- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 


British  Production  is  Not 
Sufficient,  Replies  Dal- 
ton  on  Floor  of  Commons 


London  (By  Cable) — A  cut  in  the 
importation  of  American  films  was 
suggested  on  the  floor  of  Commons 
here  yesterday  by  Winston  Churchill, 
former  British  Premier  and  now 
leader  of  the  Conservative  opposi- 
tion. 

"Is  there  any  reason  to  suppose 
the  British  nation  is  not  willing  to 
submit  to  the  curtailment  of  non-es- 
sentials, such  as  imported  films,  in 
order  for  the  American  loan  to  be 
spendable  on  essentials?"  Churchill 
demanded  of  Hugh  Dalton,  Chancel- 
lor pf  the  Exchequer  and  former 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


SMPE  Assails  FCC 
On  Theatrical  Tele 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  FCC's  proposed 
re-allocation  of  television  frequen- 
cies will  stifle  technological  progress 
and  deprive  the  American  people  of 
theater  television,  Paul  J.  Larsen, 
representing  the  SMPE,  told  the 
Commission  yesterday. 

Attacking  the  intended  assignment 
of    the    1,000    to    13,000    frequency 
bands  to  non-Government  fixed  and 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Donald  Nelson  on  MPEA 
Board;  Re-elect  Others 


Donald  M.  Nelson,  president  of 
SIMPP,  has  been  elected  director-at- 
large  of  the  Motion  Picture  Export 
Association  following  a  recent  stock- 
holders meeting.  Also  re-elected 
directors  were  international  distribu- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


fnt'I  Film  Worhers 
Conference  in  Prague 

Prague  (By  Cable)  —  The  In- 
ternational Film  Workers  Confer- 
ence will  be  held  here  from  July 
25  to  Aug.  1  and,  as  was  the  case 
last  year,  will  be  followed  by  the 
Czech  Film  festival. 
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DONNA  REED  is  visiting  New  York  with  her 
husband,  TONY  OWEN. 

HARRY  K.  McWILLIAMS,  Columbia's  exploi- 
tation manager,  is  confabbing  with  theater 
heads  in  Toronto  on  forthcoming  showing  of 
"The   Jolson    Story." 

OSCAR  A.  MORGAN,  short  subjects  and 
Paramount  news  sales  manager,  entrained  yes- 
terday for  a  week's  swing  through  the  Pitts- 
burgh,   Indianapolis   and    St.    Louis   territories. 

LEON  J.  BAMBERGER,  RKO  Radio  sales  pro- 
motion manager,  returns  from  Washington  to- 
day. 

VERA  CASPARY  will  arrive  in  New  York  to- 
morrow by  plane  from  the  Coast,  and  returns 
there    Sunday. 

EARL  ROBINSON  has  arrived  from  Holly- 
wood, where  he  finished  a  musical  scoring  job 
for  M-G-M,  to  complete  his  series  of  sym- 
phonic tone  poems  for  the  "Roosevelt  Story" 
produced   by   Tola    Productions. 

WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  20th-Fox  Western 
sales  manager,  is  at  the  Mayo  Clinic,  Rochester, 
Minn.,  for  a  checkup. 

BEN  BERGER,  president  of  North  Central  Al- 
lied and  STANLEY  KANE,  NCA  executive  di- 
rector, are  in  New  York  conferring  with  sales 
managers  about  policies  and  exhibitor  prob- 
lems. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprints  and  importations,  is  back  from  a  Mid- 
western   trip. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  M-G-M  star,  and  his  wife 
sail   today   on    the    Queen    Elizabeth. 

BURTUS  BISHOP,  JR.,  M-G-M  district  mana- 
ger with  headquarters  at  Dallas,  has  been  in 
Memphis  the  past  two  days  and  today  leaves 
for   Kansas   City  and   a    brief   visit   there. 

RALPH  WHEELWRIGHT,  of  M-G-M's  studio 
publicity  department,  leaves  Washington  to- 
day for  the  Coast  after  several  weeks  in  the 
East  conferring  with  Howard  Dietz,  Si  Seadler 
and    Herbert    Crooker. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  of  M-G-M's  publicity 
department,  has  returned  to  Washington  after 
returning   here   Monday  from    a   brief   trip    there. 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  M-G-M  producer,  has  gone 
to  Canada  until  Friday  when  he  returns  to  re- 
main until  Feb.  12,  at  which  time  he  will  head 
for  a   Nassau   vacation. 

HARRY  ROSENQUEST,  of  the  Warner  cir- 
cuit film  buying  staff,  is  in  Chicago  for  a  few 
days. 

LOUIS  J.  KAUFMAN,  Warner  Theaters'  ex- 
ecutive, is  on  a  business  trip  to  Cleveland  and 
Pittsburgh.  He  returns  to  New  York  next  Mon- 
day. 


Bogeaus-Lupino  Form 
Arcadia  Productions 


NAT  D.  FELLMAN,  executive  of  Warner  The- 
aters, left  yesterday  for  Cleveland,  returns  to 
New  York  at  the  end  of  the  week. 

JOHN  J.  GLYNN,  vice-president  of  Warner- 
International,  has  left  New  York  for  a  visit  to 
the  company's  branch  offices  in  Colombia, 
South  America.  He  will  be  away  about  three 
weeks. 

GEORGE  STEVENS,  one  of  the  producer-di- 
rector owners  of  Liberty  Films,  Inc.,  has  re- 
turned to  Hollywood  after  a  visit  to  New  York. 
ROBERT  CURRIER,  manager,  Des  Plaines  The- 
yesterday. 

DIANA  LYNN  arrives  in  New  York  Friday 
from   Chicago  for  radio  appearances. 

DENNIS  MORGAN  and  JACK  CARSON,  are 
in  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  to  take  part  in  the  Phoenix 
Open   Golf   Tournament. 

STACY  KEACH,  test  director  for  Arthur 
Willi,  RKO  Radio's  Eastern  talent  head,  is  on 
a  talent  quest  that  for  the  next  two  weeks 
will  take  him  to  Savannah,  Jacksonville,  New 
Orleans,  Houston,  San  Antonio,  Austin,  Waco, 
Corpus  Christi  and   Dallas. 

JOHN  HOUSEMAN,  RKO  producer,  sunning 
in  Florida  returns  to  West  Coast  on  Monday 
to  start  shooting  on  "That  Girl  from  Memphis." 

WILL  DeVRY  returned  to  Chicago  from  Mex- 
ican  business  trip. 

CHRISTY  WILBERT,  advertising  manager  of 
20th-Fox,  returned  to  the  home  office  yester- 
day from  the  Coast  where  he  attended  studio 
conferences. 


Formation  of  a  new  production 
unit  with  Benedict  Bogeaus  and  Ida 
Lupino,  to  be  known  as  Arcadia  Pro- 
ductions, was  announced  yesterday. 
Production  schedule  calls  for  one  pic- 
ture a  year  for  three  years,  to  star 
Miss  Lupino.  "Queen's  Necklace," 
company's  first,  will  mark  Miss  Lu- 
pino's  first  venture  in  production. 


WOMAN  SPEAKS 

ON  44  SCREENS 

BALABAN  &  KATZ  BOOKS 
WOMAN 


SPEAKS  SHORT  FILM  OVER  ENTIRE 
CHICAGO  EREA  CIRCUIT  OF  THE- 
ATRES —  OTHER  LARGE  CIRCUITS 
PLAYING  WOMAN  SPEAKS. 


Dieterle  Heads  Selznick 
Group  on  Eastern  Trek 


'Vest  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — The  parade  of  talent 
heading  East  for  David  O.  Selznick's 
picturization  of  "Portrait  of  Jenny" 
continued  yesterday  when  Director 
William  Dieterle  and  Joseph  McMil- 
lan Johnson,  art  director  and  produc- 
tion designer,  left  for  New  York 
where  the  film  will  be  produced. 

Dieterle  and  Johnson,  who  fol- 
lowed Joseph  Cotten,  will  be  joined 
soon  by  cinematographer  Joseph 
August,  technical  supervisor  James 
Stewart,  production  manager  Dewey 
Starkey,  producer  David  Hempstead, 
and  scenarist  Peter  Berneis. 

Jennifer  Jones,  who  received  the 
Look  achievement  award  last  night 
as  the  best  actress  of  1946,  plans  to 
leave  for  New  York  at  the  week's 
end. 


Churchill  Suggests 
U.  S.  Film  Import  Cut 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 

president  of  the  Board  of  Trade  < 
Churchill's  war-time  Cabinet. 

"We  are  very  anxious,"  rep 
Dalton,  "that  more  good  Bri 
films  be  produced.  We  would  lij£-< 
fill  our  screens  with  them,  buti 
moment,  production  is  not  sunSl' 
and  we  have  to  continue  taking  fi 
from  America." 


NOW       AVAILABLE! 

CASHIERS  —  MANAGERS 
ASSISTANTS  —  USHERS 
PORTERS      —      DOORMEN 

Any  Kind  of  Exchange  and  Theatre  Personnel — 
Call    Edith    Josephson 

MARKUS-B1RMAN    SERVICE,    Inc. 
251    W.   42nd   St.  Wl   7-9389  N.   Y.   C. 


SCREENING  ROOM 
FOR  RENT 

We  have  available  for  rental  our  mod- 
ern, airconditioned  screening  room  lo- 
cated in  choice  midtown  area.  Room 
has  ample  seating  capacity  and  is 
suitable  for  screenings  or  dubbing  and 
editorial  work.  Equipment  includes 
R.C.A.  high  fidelity  sound  and  simplex 
projectors.  Exclusive  or  part  -  time 
users  preferred.    Write  to 

Box    119  —  FILM   DAILY 
1501  Broadway  N.  Y.  C. 


SRO  Denies  Physical 
Distribution  via  RKO 


Los  Angeles  —  Representative: 
Selznick  Releasing  Organiza 
have  denied  a  published  report  1 
a  deal  is  being  negotiated  whei 
RKO  would  handle  physical  dis 
bution  of  SRO  product.  They  p. 
out  that  SRO  may  make  a  deal  i 
temporary  physical  distribution 
its  product  in  this  country,  but  £ 
plans  to  eventually  handle  its 
physical  distribution  in  the  Un 
States.  No  plans  have  been  m 
regarding  physical  distribution 
foreign  countries  and  it  is  lil 
SRO  will  make  a  deal  for  that  \\ 
some  organization. 

Jeffrey  Back  from  Trip 

Arthur  Jeffrey,  Eagle-Lion's  ] 
ploitation  manager,  has  returi 
to  the  home  office  after  a  fcj 
week  trip  in  connection  with  I 
world  premiere  engagement  of  '| 
A  Joke,  Son"  in  Austin,  Tex., 
subsequent  openings  in  Hous] 
Dallas  and  Ft.  Worth;  Tulsa 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  and  Menrr 
Tenn. 


JEJTEKSOl 

KENTUCKY  AVE.  NEAE  BEAC 
ATLANTIC  CITY,  N.  J. 

Special  Rates 

Whiter-Spring  Season 

American  and  European 
Plan* 

Plantation  Cocktail  Lonnf* 
Dally  Concerto— Son  Decks 

JOHN  B.  RTTKBi   G*m.  Mat. 

■BNTCCKY    AYI-NKA*   BSACB 
ATLANTIC    CITY.    N,    J. 


M       DmJly     Per 
C        (Two    In    Baomt 
European  Plan — Open  AU  Tee 
Mew  Coach  and  Tom 
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*  Conrad  Janis  -  Roy  Roberts  -  Fritz  Her  -  Florence  Sales  -  Marvin  Miller 

,-JOHN  BRAHM  •„,,-„  ROBERT  BASSLER 

Based  on  the  Novel  "The  High  Window"  by  RAYMOND  CHANDLER  •  Screen  Play  by  Dorothy  Hannah  •  Adaptation  by  Leonard  Praskins 


No  Company  Has  Such  Sensational  Boxoffice  Hits  Now  Playing  And  On  The  Way  As 
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MPE  Assails  FCC 
n  Theatrical  Tele 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
pbile  services,  Larson  pointed  out 
iat  unless  the  Commission  definitely 
assifies  theater  tele  service  as  a 
Common  Carrier"  service  so  that  it 
=ad  be  included  in  the  allocation 
lV/requencies,  experimentation  for 
trge  screen  video  for  film  houses 
111  be  stymied. 

Larsen  reminded  the  Commission 
iat  the  motion  picture  industry, 
iiich  serves  more  than  90,000,000 
ople  weekly,  has  been  actively  en- 
iged  in  experimentation  in  the 
deo  field  in  order  to  improve  its 
rvice  to  its  audience  by  bringing 
levision  to  them  as  soon  as  prac- 
:able. 

The  SMPE  made  two  recommenda- 
ons  to  the  Commission: 

1.  Classify  under  a  basic  radio 
facility  a  theater  tele  service 
which  involves  communication  of 
a  private  nature. 

2.  Retain  present  non-Govern- 
ment fixed  and  mobile  experi- 
mental bands  in  the  frequency 
spectrum  between  1,000  and  13,- 
000  megacycles  on  the  same 
basis  of  experimental  authoriza- 
tion to  all  services  as  previously 
allocated. 

Adherance  to  these  recommenda- 
|«ns  would   "permit   the   American 

otion  picture  industry  to  experi- 
lent  for  the  purpose  of  initiating 
Ueater  television  and  to  assist  it  to 
aintain  its  world  leadership  in  the 
isual  and  oral  entertainment  field," 
arsen  concluded. 
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eagan  Promotes  Six  In 
am.  Distribution  Staff 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 
on  sales   manager  with  headquar- 

3rs  in  L.  A. 
Don  Hicks,  recently   advanced   to 
maha   branch    manager,   has    been 

ucceeded  as  Kansas  City  salesman 

y  Ward  Pennington. 
Don  Foster  has  been  promoted  to 

ooking     manager     from     assistant 

ooker  in  Salt  Lake  City,  replacing 
!ohn  Swonson  who  resigned. 

Howard  Nicholson  has  been  trans- 
lerred  from  Oklahoma  to  Dallas,  a 

lore  important  territory.  Ed  Chum- 

sy,    ex-booking    manager    in    Okla. 

j.ity,    takes    over    Nicholson's    post. 

lubert  Buchanan,  assistant  booker, 

loves   into   Chumley's   recently  va- 

ated  spot. 


SEFID  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIMS  TO: 


Feb. 
Monta   Bell 
Jack  Danohae 
Stanley  W.  Hand 

Leza  Holland 
James  J.  Donohue 


Joseph  L.  Roberts. 

Ronald  Reagan 

Tim   Holt 

Walter  W.  Simons 

J.   A.  Miller 


Montague  F.  Gowthorpe 


U>M  PHIL  M.  DALY 


Mid-Week  Memos 

•  •  •  FIFTH  AVENUE  SWANK:  Monogram's  screening  oi  its  first 
Allied  Artists  pic,  "It  Happened  on  Fifth  Avenue,"  last  night  at  the 
RKO  23rd  St.  Theater  was  preceded  by  a  swanky  party  at  the  Brevoort 

Hotel,  with  cocktails  preceding  dinner There  were  a  couple  of  nifty 

exploitation   stunts,   too Three   Fifth   Ave.   busses    carried   the   300 

reps,  of  the  Fourth  Estate  from  the   hostelry  to  the  theater There 

was  also  Esme  of  Paris  on  "Fifth  Ave."  perfume  for  the  femmes  at- 
tending  Incidentally,  those  open-top  double-deck  Fifth  Ave.  busses 

will  be  used  by  Monogram  on  all  future  exploitation  on  pix  with  a 
New  York  locale,  and  will  begin  a  cross-country  trek  on  their  own  power 
later  this  month 

WWW 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Britain's  Arthur  Dent,  who  sails  on  the 
S.S.  America  tomorrow,  closed  several  deals  while  on  this  side,  but 
their  disclosure  awaits  his  arrival  in  London.  ...  •  Columbia's  lack 
Cohn,  visiting  Montevideo,  was  received  by  Uruguay's  President,  Dr. 
Amezaga,  as  well  as  the  city's  Lord  Mayor.  ...  •  A  flourish  of 
Phil  M.'s  chapeau  in  the  direction  of  Sam  Neall,  operator  of  several 
Kokomo,  Ind.  theaters,  for  his  refusal  to  sit  back  and  let  the  tirade 
against  films,  by  Mrs.  Eugene  Meyer,  go  unchallenged  and  unanswered 

No  one  is  better  qualified  to  answer  such  unfair  attacks  than  the 

average  exhibitor And  you  can  put   this  down  in  the  book:  The 

target  may  be  Hollywood,  but  the  full  impact  of  such  attacks  always  is 
felt  by  the  theater  operator.  ...  •  The  industry's  first  full-fledged 
post-war  premiere  junket  will  mark  the  launching  of  Enterprise's  "Ram- 
rod," in  Salt  Lake  City  on  the  21st,  with  the  New  York,  Hollywood  and 

Chicago  press  invited  to  make  the  trip  by  Utah's  Governor  Maw 

The  Utah  State  Centennial  Commission  has  picked  "Ramrod"  as  the  of- 
ficial Centennial  picture.  ...  •  Not  only  is  Metro's  Bill  Ornstein  rep- 
resented in  the  Winter  issue  of  "Prairie  Schooner."  the  U.  of  Nebraska 
quarterly,  by  a  story,  "Dutchman's  Britches  In  A  Blue  Sky,"  but  he 
also  has  another,  "Meet  Me  In  My  Yard,"  in  another  new  quarterly. 
"Decade  Of  Short  Stories.".  .  .  •  Claude  Jarman,  Jr.,  the  Jody  of 
Metro's  "The  Yearling,"  faces  a  crowded  eight-day  schedule  when  he 

arrives  in  New  York  tomorrow Young  Jarman,  who  is  accompanied 

by  Flag,  the  film's  deer,  will  make  a  p.a.  at  the  Music  Hall,  will  face 
a  variety  of  press  and  magazine  interviewers,  and  will  appear  as 
guest  on  four  Coast-to-Coast  air  shows 

▼  TV 

•  •      •     THIS   AN'   THAT:   Enterprise    has  found   its   appellation  in 

"The    Happy   Company" And    don't   be   surprised   if   the    Einfeld- 

Loew  choice  of  trademark  turns  out  to  be  something  closely  akin  to 
the  "E"  pennant  awarded  during  the  war  for  excellence.  ...  9  Sweden 
expects  Ingrid  Bergman  to  pay  a  Spring  visit,  and  the  domestic  in- 
dustry will  attempt  to  persuade  her  to  appear  in  a  re-make  of  "Goesta 
Berlings  Saga,"  which  originally  appeared  on  the  Swedish  screen  in 
1924,  as  a  Greta  Garbo  vehicle.  ...  •  Didja  know  that  there  are 
those   who   would  persuade   the  Academy  to  bestow  a   special  Oscar 

this  year  upon  an  animal  actor? Metro  has  three  likely  candidates 

in  Flag,  Bess  and  Lassie.  ...     •   Boston's  Center,  formerly  the  Globe, 

reopens   on   the    17th,   with    a    stage    policy The    house,    recently 

taken  over  by  Larry  Lasky,  E.  M.  Loew  and  Max  Finn,  bows  in  with 
"The  Front  Page,"  with  "Sun  Valley  Inn,"  ice  show,  to  follow  in  April. 

•  20th-Fox's  Herman  Wobber  and  Buck  Stoner  have  neat  little  Thank- 
you's  from  Darryl  F.  Zanuck,  in  the  guise  of  brand  new  Cadillacs 


Combines 

.  .  .  on  the  way  out? 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
is  the  exhibitor's  perogative,  and  his  alone, 
is  bound  to  stir   no   little   industry  interest 
.  .  .  and  argument. 

It's  a  cinch  that  distributor  thinking, 
well,  at  least  some  of  it,  does  not  run  in 
the  identical  channel,  and  there  are  in- 
stances reported  where  the  distributor  on 
its  own  volition,  solicited  bids.  Judging 
from  what  you  read,  this  practice  is  to  be 
continued,  on  the  belief,  of  course,  that 
it's  proper  and   permissible. 

Wonder  if  there's  any  stock  in  a  good 
industry  law  firm  for  sale? 


Bonuses  In  Lieu  of  Trip 
For  14  Metro  Field  Reps. 

Chicago — Because  of  unsettled  con- 
ditions revolving  around  the  con- 
sent decree  and  a  crop  of  new  pic- 
tures to  be  made  available  for  mar- 
keting within  the  next  few  weeks, 
M-G-M  has  cancelled  the  proposed 
five-city  trip  of  14  members  of  its 
field  force,  it  was  announced  as  the 
two-day  M-G-M  sales  sessions  at  the 
Drake  Hotel  came  to  a  close  yester- 
day. In  lieu  of  the  planned  five-city 
tour,  the  men  have  been  rewarded 
with  sizable  bonuses. 

The  14  field  reps,  were  scheduled 
to  meet  in  New  York  tomorrow  and 
spend  a  week  there  with  John  P. 
Byrne,  Eastern  sales  manager,  as 
host.  From  New  York,  the  men 
were  scheduled  to  go  to  Pittsburgh, 
Chicago,  New  Orleans,  and  Los  An- 
geles   where    sales    managers    with 

With  "The  Yearling,"  "Till  the 
Clouds  Roll  By,"  "The  Beginning  or 
the  End,"  and  "Sea  of  Grass"  top- 
ping the  crop  of  new  features  com- 
ing up  for  marketing,  in  addition 
to  "The  Arnelo  Affair,"  "It  Hap- 
pened in  Brooklyn,"  "High  Barba- 
ree,"  and  "Cynthia's  Secret,"  M-G-M 
is  prepared  to  offer  a  steady  flow  of 
product  for  the  next  few  months,  it 
was  stated. 

William  F.  Rodgers,  vice-president 
and  general  sales  manager,  left  last 
night  for  the  Coast  to  spend  the  next 
few  weeks  looking  at  forthcoming 
product.  Other  field  and  home  office 
execs,  also  left  for  their  respective 
headquarters,  including  Edward  M. 
Saunders  and  Edwin  W.  Aaron,  as- 
sistant sales  managers,  New  York; 
Rudolph  Berger,  Southern  sales  man- 
ager, New  Orleans;  John  J.  Maloney, 
central  sales  head,  Pittsburgh,  and 
John  P.  Byrne,  Eastern  head,  New 
York. 


CHARTERED 


R.  &  W.  THEATERS,  INC.,  of  Bedford,  Va., 
to  do  general  theatrical  business,  $100,000 
capitalization.  Incorporated  at  Alexandria  by 
Dan   H.  Weinberg  et  al. 

AMERICAN   FILMS  EXPORT  CORP.,  New  York 

City,    deal    in     motion     picture    films,    capital, 

100    shares    no    par   value    stock,    three    shares 

subscribed.    Incorporated    at    Albany,    by    Sarah 

|  Perlo,   Tina   Vlahos,   Monroe    E.    Stein. 

N.  &  N.  MANAGEMENT  CO.,  KENTON,  O., 
has  been  incorporated  with  1,000  shares  of 
no  par  value  common  stock  and  $50,000  pre- 
ferred stock,  to  construct  a   1,000-seat  theater. 
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Word-of-mouth  raves,  enthusiastic 
newspaper  editorials,  radio  tributes  and 
top  audience  enjoyment  are  zooming  grosses 
for  long  runs  everywhere  on  "IT'S  A 
WONDERFUL  LIFE". . .  7th  week  in  New  York;  6th 
week  Chicago  and  Minneapolis;  5th  week 
Kansas  City,  Los  Angeles  (2  houses)  and 
St.  Paul;  4th  week  Detroit,  San  Francisco, 
Buffalo,  Rochester,  Syracuse  and  Milwaukee! 
.  . .  ALL  early  engagements  PROVE  that 
here  is  THE  BIG  SHOW  FOR  EXTENDED 
PLAYING  TIME! 
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Produced  and 
Oirected  by 


FRANK  CAPRA 


Released  by  RKO  Radio  Pictures,  Inc. 

Screen  Play  by  FRANCES  GOODRICH,  ALBERT  HACKETT,  FRANK  CAPRA 
Additional  Scenes  by  JO  SWERLING  •  From  a  story  by  PHILIP  VAN  DOREN  STERN 
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Seek  to  Prevent 
Over-Prod.  Abroad 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
deny  that  the  American  movies  are 
motivated  by  fear  of  competition 
from  these  native  film  industries. 
These  sources  say  over-production 
often  leads  to  demands  for  Govern- 
ment protection,  thus  erecting  an- 
other series  of  trade  barriers. 

In   a    period   when  it   is    this 
country's  policy  to  negotiate  re- 
duction in  trade  barriers,  concern 
has   been    expressed   over    what 
the  trade  and  the  State  Depart- 
ment consider  a  dangerous  trend 
in  some  foreign  nations. 
This  theory  of  over-production  be- 
getting Government  "protection"  was 
demonstrated  in  Germany  and  Italy 
under  Hitler  and  Mussolini.    In  both 
countries,   no  attempt  was  made  to 
put  pix  production  on  an  economic 
basis,  with  the  result  that  the  film 
industries  in  both  countries  needed 
Government    protection    to    prevent 
collapse.      Thus,    films    from    other 
countries    were    successfully    frozen 
from  the  native  markets. 

Americans  are  currently  concerned 
over  a  trend  towards  over-production 
in  Germany  and  also  in  Italy  and  a 
few  unnamed  other  countries.  The 
American  military  has  agreed  to 
keep  a  closer  watch  over  Eric  Pom- 
mer,  who  is  charged  with  the  task 
of  rehabilitating  the  German  pix 
industry.  In  Germany,  of  course,  the 
Americans  are  in  a  favorable  posi- 
tion to  keep  Pommer  in  line. 

In  Italy,  another  problem  exists, 
since  Italy  has  its  own  Government. 
It  was  at  first  hoped  that  Italian  pix 
production  would  be  kept  to  about 
25  or  20  films  a  year.  With  pix  pro- 
duction jumping  to  about  80  films 
last  year,  many  Americans  hope 
this  ceiling  will  be  kept.  The  entire 
Italian  film  industry  is  now  under- 
going reorganization  and  probably 
will  be  put  under  a  special  Italian 
ministry. 

UA  China  Subsidiary 
Chartered  in  Delaware 


Dover,  Del. — U.  A.  China,  Inc.,  has 
filed  a  charter  with  the  corporation 
department  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  to  deal  in  motion  pic- 
tures. Its  capital  is  listed  as  200 
shares  of  no  par  value  stock  and  its 
principal  office  is  listed  at  the  Corpo- 
tion  Trust  Co.,  Wilmington. 


Rites  for  Ivy  Scott 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  for 
Ivy  Scott,  trouper,  who  died  in  her 
62nd  year  at  the  New  York  Hospital. 
She  made  her  debut  at  the  age  of 
five,  and  she  last  appeared  as  Mama 
Grieg  in  "Song  of  Norway."  She 
was  the  widow  of  Frederick  E. 
Walker.  Relicts  are  a  son,  Harry  E. 
Walker  and  a  sister,  Viola  E.  Briggs. 

It's  "Orgasmo"  in  Italy 

Turin  (Via  Cable)— Italian  dubbed 
version  of  "Suspense,"  retitled, 
"Orgasmo,"  has  just  been  preemed 
here. 


Little  Headline*: 


VARIETY  CLUB  OF  MICHIGAN  will  hold  its  annual  Detroit  installation  banquet  on 
Feb.  17,  with  Arthur  Robinson,  independent  circuit  owner,  installed  as  Chief  Barker  in 
succession  to  Arvid  Kantor,  manager  of  National  Screen  Service. 

• 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  has  completed  negotiations  for  purchase  of  Richard  Sherman's 
new  novel,  "Not  So  Long  Ago"  for  20th-Fox  at  a  reported  figure  of  $310,000,  said  to 
be  biggest  price  ever  paid  for  an  unpublished  novel.  Good  Housekeeping  will  run  it  as 
a  six-part  serial,  first  time  this  magazine  has  gone  in  for  six-parter,  and  it  paid  the 
highest  price  put  down  for  a  serial. 

• 

MOTION  TO  DISMISS  four  defenses  of  the  City  License  Commissioner  and  Police 
Commissioner,  by  the  Hughes  Tool  Co.,  involving  the  motion  picture  "The  Outlaw," 
was  adjourned  in  New  York  Supreme  Court  until  today. 

• 

UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL  goes  into  the  heaviest  production  schedule  in  months 
with  a  top  budgeted  pic  scheduled  to  go  before  the  camera  each  week  for  the  next  eight 
weeks.  First,  "Secret  Beyond  the  Door,"  starts  tomorrow. 

• 

SOVIET  PIX  will  be  distributed  in  Cuba  by  Joaquin  Blanco,  franchise  holder  and  head 
of  Artkino  Pictures  S.  A.  in  Havana.  Deal  was  inked  when  Nicholas  Napoli,  prexy  of 
Artkino,  made  recent  trip  to  Havana.     First  release  will  be  the  color  film  "Stone  Flower." 

• 

BENJAMIN  BRODIE,  former  owner  of  the  Miami  Theater,  was  acquitted  in 
Special  Sessions  Court  on  charges  of  showing  "a  lewd  and  indecent  picture."  Judges 
John  V.  Flood,  Nathan  D.  Perlman  and  William  Farrell  ordered  dismissal  on  the  grounds 
that  the  case  against  Brodie  had  not  been  proved. 

WB  Stock  Sparks  SEC  Report 

Para.,  Loew's  Shares  in  Gift  Exchanges 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Purchase  of  21,000 
shares  of  Warner  Bros.  $5  par  com- 
mon by  the  three  Warner  brothers  in 
the  closing  days  of  December  was  re- 
ported today  by  the  SEC.  Albert 
Warner  bought  the  biggest  block, 
picking  up  3,900  in  his  own  name  in 
four  separate  transactions  to  swell 
his  personal  holding  to  430,000 
shares.  In  five  purchases  he  added 
7,400  shares  to  the  12,000  he  already 
held  in  trust. 

Harry  Warner,  who  holds  300,000 
shares  in  his  own  name,  acquired  no 
more  for  this  account  but  added  2,600 
shares  to  the  13,400  he  had  in  trust, 
while  Jack  Warner  added  7,300 
shares  to  the  12,000  in  his  trust. 
Jack  Warner  was  also  reported  for 
a  donation  of  1,000  shares  of  this 
stock  to  the  Jewish  Welfare  Fund, 
retaining  in  his  own  name  429,000 
shares. 

Award  of  3,000  warrants  for  Uni- 
versal common  each  to  Charles 
Prutzman,  William  Scully  and  Joseph 
Seidelman  as  compensation  was  also 
reported,  with  Prutzman  giving 
away  50  of  his  warrants.  Scully  and 
Seidelman  now  hold  9,000  warrants 
while  Prutzman  holds  20,900  in  addi- 
tion to  6,100  shares.  Scully  is  listed 
for  only  100  shares. 

Balaban  Doubles  Common 

Barney  Balaban  was  reported 
doubling  his  1,900  shares  of  Para- 
mount dollar  par  common  last  July 
in  a  stock  split-up.  In  October,  he 
gave  away  300  shares  of  this  stock. 
Correction  to  the  May  report  showed 
another  gift  of  100  shares  credited  to 
Balaban,  with  a  gift  of  300  shares 
reported  for  A.  Conger  Goodyear, 
who  retained  in  his  own  name  4,900 
shares  and  in  a  trust  4,200  shares. 

In  reports  bringing  the  situation 
through  October  of  last  year,  Bala- 
ban was  shown  holding  $2,000,000  in 


2%    per   cent   convertible    notes    on 
Paramount. 

Austin  C.  Keough  was  also  down 
for  1,000  shares  in  July  via  the  split- 
up.  Additional  transactions  by  Para- 
mount execs,  including  gifts  of  500 
shares  of  the  dollar  common  from 
the  T.  G.  LaTouche  and  N.  Griffis 
trusts,  both  maintained  by  Stanton 
Griffis.  Each  retained  7,500  shares, 
while  Griffis  retains  in  his  own  name 
10,000  and  8,800  in  two  other  trusts. 
Maurice  Newton  bought  45  shares  of 
the  stock  in  December  but  gave 
away  60,  retaining  18,605  in  his  own 
name  and  18,380  in  a  trust. 
Loew's  Common  As  Gifts 

December  gifts  of  100  and  1,000 
shares  of  Loew's  common  (no  par 
value)  by  J.  Robert  Rubin  and  Nich- 
olas M.  Schenck  respectively,  were 
also  reported — with  Schenck's  listed 
as  going  to  charity.  Rubin  retained 
5,940  shares  and  Schenck  21,439. 

Correction  to  the  November  re- 
port showed  Walter  Green  picking 
up  two  additional  shares  of  capital 
stock  in  General  Precision  Equip- 
ment, bringing-  his  block  to  132 
shares. 

Other  gifts  included  one  of  55*0 
shares  of  Columbia  common  (no  par 
value)  by  Jack  Cohn,  who  retained 
48,751  in  his  own  name  as  well  as 
26,653  in  four  trusts,  and  gifts  of 
nine  and  14  shares  of  the  same  stock 
by  Abraham  Montague  and  Abraham 
Schneider,  who  retained  8,910  and 
12,960  shares  respectively. 

Acquisition  of  50  shares  of  Colum- 
bia $4.25  preferred  by  Leo  Blancke 
for  the  Elsie  H.  Blancke  trust  in 
January  of  1946  and  the  same 
amount  in  October  was  also  reported. 
The  trust  now  contains  100  shares  of 
this  stock. 

A  correction  to  the  November  re- 
port showed  William  German  dou- 
bling his  169  shares  of  capital  stock 
in  Association  Motion  Picture  indus- 
tries through  a  stock  split-up. 


.  ATO  Proposes 
I healers  as  Schools 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

operation  recently  was  presented  to 
New  York  City  educational  authori- 
ties by  Century  Circuit,  and  is  now 
under  consideration.) 

Discussing  the  ATO  plan,  Theat/ 
Facts,  the  exhibitor  associatioiHi-  < 
"house  organ,"  says  that  the  use  of 
theaters  as  morning  class  rooms 
"would  be  a  solid  contribution  to  the 
community  and  a  great  source  of 
goodwill  to  the  exhibitor  who  is  in- 
terested in  public  relations."  It  is 
pointed  out  that  additionally  the 
exhib.  "will  be  in  a  position  to  ad- 
vise educators  and  block  the  entry 
of  the  opportunist  who  will  do  him 
harm." 

The  ATO,  it  is  said,  will  try  to 
co-operate  with  exhibs.  adopting  the 
plan  by  contacting  distribs.  and  sup- 
plying a  list  of  suitable  films. 


Ampa  Will  Observe 
Edison's  Centennial 


A  brief  ceremony  commemorating 
the  100th  birthday  anniversary  of 
Thomas  A.  Edison  will  be  one  of  the 
highlights  of  tomorrow's  Ampa 
luncheon-meeting  scheduled  at  the 
Town  Hall  Club.  Terry  Ramsaye  will 
officiate  and  Madeline  Edison  Sloane, 
daughter  of  the  inventor,  has  been 
invited  to  grace  the  dais. 

George  Wever,  promotion  director 
of  Life  magazine,  will  discuss  "New 
Trends  in  Magazine  Promotion"  and 
Ampa  prexy  Rutgers  Neilson  will 
preside. 

Advance  reservations  can  be  made 
through  Abe  Dash  at  The  Film 
Daily. 


UJEDDIRG  BELLS 


Mariosus-Petrides 
New  Castle,  Pa. — The  marriage  of 
Katherine  Mariosus,  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Speer  Mariosus  who  op- 
erate theaters  in  this  town,  to  Peter 
G.  Petrides  took  place  in  St.  George's 
Greek  Orthodox  Church. 


Jones-Donelctn 

Cleveland,  O.  —  Beverly  Jones  of 
the  Warner  theater  publicity  de- 
partment, was  married  to  Jack 
Donelan. 


Raines-Olds 

Ella  Raines  and  Maj.  Robin  Olds, 
former  Ail-American  grid  star  at 
West  Point,  will  be  married  Thurs- 
day in  Santa  Monica,  Calif. 


Balaban-Wolfman 

Gloria  Balaban,  daughter  of  B  &  K 
executive  David  Balaban,  was  mar- 
ried in  New  York  at  the  week-end  to 
Lee  Wolfman,  textile  manufacturer. 
After  a  Bermuda  honeymoon,  the 
couple  will  make  their  home  in 
Houston. 
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Nelson  Named  MPEA 
Direclor-at-Large 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

tion  managers  of  the   eight  MPEA 
member  companies.    Eric    A.   John- 
ston continues  in  a  capacity  similar 
;   to  Nelson's.   Nelson's  election  is  sig- 
nificant in  that  it  gives  indie  com- 
JWanies  direct  representation  on  the 
MPEA  board. 


HEUJ  POSTS 


Following  the  stockholders  meet- 
ing, the  following  officers  were  re- 
elected: Eric  A.  Johnston,  president; 
Francis  S.  Harmon,  vice-president; 
Irving  A.  Maas,  vice-president  and 
general  manager;  Gordon  E.  Young- 
man,  secretary;  Herbert  J.  Erlanger, 
assistant  secretary;  George  Borth- 
wick,  treasurer;  Frederick  W.  Du- 
Val  and  William  F.  Laffan,  assistant 
treasurers. 


HAPPY  MEININGER,  manager,  B  &  K  Berwyn 
Theater,   Chicago. 

K.  EDGERLY,  co-manager,  B  &  K  Paradise 
Theater,    Chicago. 

LINNIE  BEACON,  manager,  Ideat  Films'  branch, 
Portland,   Ore. 

ARTHUR  RUBEN,  bookers'  clerk,  Columbia,  Min- 
neapolis. 

JAY  EDWARD  LAPHAM,  student  booker,  M-G-M, 
Minneapolis. 

HUGH    CORLEY,   manager.    Garden,  Tampa,    Fla. 

ALBERT  BETHKA,  manager.  Temple,  Ithaca, 
N.  Y. 

SAM  DEUTCH,  office  manager  and  booker, 
Universal,   Omaha,   Nebr. 

BILL  McCLURE,  office  manager  and  booker. 
Universal,  Charlotte,   N.  C. 

ROY  JONES,  assistant  manager,  Stanley,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

JACK  KEIFFER,  second  assistant  manager,  Stan- 
ley,  Pittsburgh,   Pa. 

WILLIAM   FULTZ,   salesman,   Columbia,  Omaha. 


FBI  Accuses  'Scotty'  Brown 
In  16  mm.  Copyright  Case 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 

infringement  information  in  Federal 
Court  here  charging  a  defendant 
with  having  furnished  51  films  to 
commercial  exhibitors  in  California. 
Accused  is  William  "Scotty" 
Brown,  operator  of  Embro  Pictures 
Co.  of  Hollywood.  The  alleged  in- 
fringement involved  the  rental  by 
Brown  of  16  mm.  motion  picture 
film  of  major  studio  releases  with- 
out the  copyright  owner's  permis- 
sion. Brown  was  charged  with  fur- 
nishing 37  films  to  a  16  mm.  com- 
mercial exhib.  at  Big  Bear  Lake,  be- 
tween May  and  October,  1945,  and  14 
films  to  another  exhibitor  at  Inyo- 
kern,  during  June,  July  and  August, 
1945.  Brown,  well  known  in  Holly- 
wood film  circles,  developed  in  con- 
nection with  his  business  a  motion 
picture  stars'  film  exchange  library, 
this  organization  being  unique  in 
that  many  late  16  mm.  features, 
usually  property  of  these  stars,  are 
exchanged  through  Brown.  Only 
top  stars,  directors  and  movie  ex- 
ecutives are  eligible  to  participate. 

Six  weeks  ago,  the  FBI  agents 
cracked  down  in  Westminster,  ar- 
resting a  merchant  seaman  who  had 
just  completed  the  sale  of  a  16  mm. 
Technicolor  print  of  Metro's  "Meet 
Me  in  St.  Louis."  FBI  agents,  di- 
rected to  a  storage  place  in  Pasa- 
dena, were  able  to  pick  up  eight 
other  feature  releases  in  16  mm.  of 
six  other  companies. 

Co-operating  with  the  FBI  in  its 
investigations  throughout  the  coun- 
try of  illicit  16  mm.  distribution  and 
exhibition  is  the  New  York  law  firm 
of  Sargoy  &  Stein,  special  counsel 
nationally  for  the  major  companies 
in  Copyright  Protection  Bureau  ac- 
tivities. 


Gov't  Film  Distribs. 
May  Charge  Rentals 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Distributors  of  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  motion  pic- 
tures now  may  charge  rentals  under 
certain  conditions,  it  was  learned 
yesterday.  The  plan  is  expected  to 
be  extended  to  distribution  and  use 
of  other  Government  non-theatrical 
pix. 

Under  the  new  plan,  co-operating 
film  libraries  may  make  a  service 
charge  for  black-and-white  prints 
deposited  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  their  regular  rates 
"providing  this  charge  does  not  ex- 
ceed $1  per  reel  per  day,  and  not 
more  than  a  total  of  $5  per  reel  for  a 
single  booking."  Department  em- 
ployes and  state  and  county  exten- 
sion workers,  however,  will  continue 
to  have  priority  on  use  of  films 
deposited. 

The  move  was  taken  after  distrib- 
utors of  Government  16  mm.  films 
oointed  out  that  costs  have  gone  up. 
During  the  war,  Government  films 
were  distributed  free  of  charge  and 
in  general  no  rental  charge  was 
permitted. 


Rouman  Buys  Interest 
In  Hodag  Amusement 


Jos.  Stickelmayer  Stricken 

Chicago  —  Joseph  Stickelmayer, 
brother  of  Henry  Stickelmayer, 
Great  States  executive,  died  suddenly 
at  his  Peoria  home  yesterday.  Wife 
and  six  children  survive.  Burial  will 
be  held  Friday. 


Rhinelander,  Wis. — Pete  Rouman, 
retired  for  15  years,  has  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Hodag  Amusement 
Co.,  which  recently  acquired  the 
State  and  Majestic  from  M  and  M 
Enterprises.  John  G.  Schuyler  is  a 
partner  in  the  new  firm.  Schuyler  is 
general  manager  of  the  13  theaters 
operated  in  upper  Michigan  by  Delta 
Theaters. 

Rouman  will  be  general  manager 
of  Hodag  as  well  as  president,  with 
Thomas  Leonard  as  assistant  man- 
ager. 


Set  "Daughter"  Screening 

RKO  will  tradeshow  "The  Farmer's 
Daughter"  locally  at  the  Normandie 
Theater,  Feb.   18,  10:30  a.m. 
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Cincy  "Brotherhood 
Campaign  a  Model 


An  intensive  advertising,  exploita- 
tion and  publicity  campaign  plan  to 
promote  American  Brotherhood  Week 
in  Cincinnati  during  the  drive  period, 
Feb.  16-23,  is  suggested  for  general 
adoptation  by  the  headquarters  of 
the  industry's  committee.  The  cam- 
paign is  the  work  of  Jim  Keefe,  20thr 
Fox  field  exploiteer,  and  Nathan 
Wise,  ad  manager  for  RKO  Theaters 
in  the  city.  Keefe  and  Wise  are 
chairman  and  co-chairman  respec- 
tively of  the  Cincinnati  committee. 

Their  plans  include: 

Cards  carrying  the  good-will  mes- 
sage of  the  drive  will  be  placed  in 
500  street  cars  in  Cincinnati,  and 
slugs  have  been  prepared  to  be 
dropped  into  all  department  store 
advertising  during  the  campaign. 

Merchants  have  pledged  to  take 
full-page  ads  in  the  three  local 
papers  bringing  the  Brotherhood 
message  of  the  campaign  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  public. 

Every  department  store  in  town 
will  devote  a  full  window  display 
keyed  to  the  work  of  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews 
who  are  sponsoring  the  drive.  All 
theaters  will  have  lobby  displays  and 
set-ups  for  the  collection  of  pledges. 

Spot  announcements  on  all  five 
local  radio  stations  are  being  ar- 
ranged as  well  as  on  the  longer  shows 
produced  locally. 

Ceremonies  extolling  the  work  of 
the  American  Brotherhood  organiza- 
tion in  its  fight  to  combat  racial  and 
religious  intolerance  will  be  held  in 
the  city's  main  public  square  either 
daily  or  as  a  single  mass  event. 

Women's  club  members  are  being 
enlisted  to  work  in  theaters  in  secur- 
ing pledges  of  faith  in  the  American 
Brotherhood  Week  campaign. 


Nuger's  Run  Complaint 
Rejected  by  Arbitrator 

The  American  Arbitration  Asso- 
ciation tribunal  in  Charlotte,  N.  C, 
viewing  that  the  distributor,  Para- 
mount, has  "sound  business  reasons" 
for  selling  first-run  product  to  the 
Lincoln  Theater  in  that  city,  rejected 
the  complaint  of  Morris  Nuger,  oper- 
ator of  the  Grand  Theater,  who 
sought  to  obtain  first-run  license. 

Boston  tribunal  reduced  the  clear- 
ance which  the  houses  of  the  State 
Operating  Co.,  Manchester,  N.  H., 
and  the  Colonial  Theaters,  Nashua, 
enjoyed  over  the  Latchis  Theater  in 
Keene,  to  a  maximum  of  30  days  on 
first-run  product. 


SICK  LIST 


Hollywood  -  Vine  Yard 


:By  RALPH  WILK: 


JANE  FROMAN  has  been  forced  to  can- 
cel her  engagement  at  Colonial  Inn  and  is 
in  Jackson  Memorial  Hospital,  Miami,  Fla. 
for  possible  surgery. 


W.rt   Cst   Bnrtmm   tf    THE  FILM   DAILY 

HOLLYWOOD 
r^AY'S  studio  news  digest:   Charlie  Chaplin    is  writing  "an  adult  satire" 

which  he  will  probably  make  after  his  proposed  trip  to   Europe 

Deborah  Kerr,  now  at  work  with  Clark  Gable  in  "The  Hucksters"  at  M-G-M, 
will  be  co-starred  with  him  again  in  her  next,  "The  Day  Before  Yester- 
day." After   that  she    is   set   for   "Queen    Bess" Ginger    Rogers'   first 

pic  for  Enterprise  will  be  "Wild  Calendar,"  instead  of  the  previously- 
announced   "Maggi   July,"   which   has   been   temporarily   shelved Same 

studio  has  inked  Charles  Boyer  to  a  deal  which  calls  for  one  picture  an- 
nually, maybe  two.  Lewis  Milestone,  now  working  with  Boyer  on  "Arch  of 

Triumph,"   will   write,    direct  and    produce   the    first "Singapore,"   an 

original   by   Seton    I.   Miller,   recently   purchased   by   Universal-International, 

will   star  Fred  MacMurray.  Theme  is  pearl   smuggling  in   the  Orient 

Alan  Hale,  Jr.  has  been  signed  by  Monogram  following  his  work   for  them 

in   "It   Happened   On    Fifth   Ave" Moss    Hart   has    been   acquired    by 

Twentieth-Fox  to  adapt  "Gentlemen's  Agreement,"  the  Laura  Z.  Hobson 
novel  scheduled  to  hit  the  stands  in  March,  for  filming  in  April.  Elia  Kazan 

will  direct  with    Darryl   Zanuck   producing That   lot   is   paging  James 

Cagney  for  "The  Kiss  of  Death"  to  be  directed  by  Henry  Hathaway  in  the 
same  documentary  style  as  "13  Rue  Madeleine,"  his  last  starrer  for  them 
M-G-M  will  co-star  Gloria  de  Haven,  June  Allyson  and  Peter  Law- 
ford  in  "Good  News,"  based  on  the  B'way  show  of  '27,  a  bang-up  musical 

with    a    college    campus    background Another    large-scale    musical    is 

being  planned  by  the  same  lot,  namely,  "On  An  Island  With  You."  Joe  Pas- 
ternak will  produce  with  cast  leads  including  Peter  Lawford,  Esther  Wil- 
liams, Jose   Iturbi,  Jimmy  Durante  and  Cyd  Charisse Stan  Laurel  and 

Oliver  Hardy  have  gone  to  England  to  make  a   musical  version   of   "Robin 

Hood"  for  Alfred  Shipman,  and  will  do  a  series  of  personal  appearances 

Anne  Jeffreys,  starring  in  "Street  Scene"  on  B'way,  has  been  tentatively 
set   by    RKO  to   co-star   with   George    Raft   and   William    Bendix   in   "Race 

Street" Frank   Sinatra   has  stepped   into  the   role  first  announced   for 

Tony  Martin  in  "The  Kissing  Bandit"  opposite  Katherine  Grayson.  Shooting 

starts  in  April Charles  R.   Rogers'  first  pix  for   UA  this  year  will  be 

"Hollow  Triumph"   which   he   purchased   for   $50,000    from    Murray   Forbes. 

The  mystery  story  is  Forbes'  first  novel Mark  Hellinger's  third   indie 

for  Universal-International  will  be  "Brute  Force."  Burt  Lancaster,  Hume 
Cronyn  and  Charles  Bickford  are  set  in  the  male  leads 


Pascal  lo  Make  Shaw 
Pix  Here;  UA  Distribs. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Joan,"    "Candida,"    "Arms    and    the 
Man"  and  "Androcles  and  the  Lion." 

(The  Pascal  deal  with  Pickford- 
Cowan  apparently  indicated  that  an- 
other deal,  which  Pascal  announced 
last  year  as  made  with  Jack  L.  War- 
ner and  Joseph  Bernhard,  was  off.) 

Regarding  British  competition  in 
Hollywood  Pascal  said:  "Considering 
the  enormous  handicaps  imposed  by 
the  war,  we  British  producers  have 
made  remarkable  strides.  But  com- 
petition to  Hollywood  will  arise  in 
every  major  nation,  because  every 
country  now  wants  to  become  a  suc- 
cessful film  production  center,  and 
not  only  for  economic  reasons.  Their 
main  urge  is  spiritual  self  expres- 
sion." 

"For  the  present,  however,"  Pascal 
added,  "I  think  Hollywood  is  well 
out  in  front  on  the  basis  of  experi- 
ence, resources  and  organization,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  has  a  heavenly 
climate." 


Complete  Drafts  of 
MPF  Charier,  By-laws 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
"Chick"    Lewis,    Fred    Wehrenberg, 
Edward  G.  Zorn  and  Leonard  Golden- 
son. 

Spring  organizational  meetings 
will  be  held  in  the  field. 

It  has  been  necessary  to  explore 
and  investigate  the  by-laws  of  many 
existing  foundations  in  order  to"  get 
the  broad  scope  which  the  new  Foun- 
dation will  cover,  it  was  said.  The 
dual  purpose  of  the  Foundation,  to 
help  the  needy,  sick  and  destitute  in 
all  branches  of  the  motion  picture 
industry  and  to  establish  funds  for 
research,  educational  and  scientific 
work,  has  been  incorporated  in  the 
by-laws. 


Mullen  Rites  in  Buffalo 

Chicago — Funeral  services  will  be 
held  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  for  William  J. 
Mullen,   73,  former  Aurora  theater 
I  owner. 


See  Decree  Affecting 
Industry  Slightly 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 

ately  this  year,  primarily  because  of 
the  sharp  rise  in  production  costs 
that  occurred  in  1946." 

"As  these  higher  cost  pictures  are 
released  this  year,  the  heavier  amo/- 
tization  charges  will  cause  narrow^ 
margins,"  it  is  added. 

Standard  &  Poor's  sees  attendance 
remaining  high  during  the  near 
term,  and  declares  that  even  if  a 
general  business  recession  should 
eventuate,  it  would  have  no  serious 
effect  on  the  b.o.  On  admission 
prices,  it  is  noted  that  they  are  high- 
er than  a  year  ago  and  that  a  further 
advance  now  is  doubtful,  with  a  drop 
likely  if  a  general  recession  comes. 

Discussing  the  foreign  market,  the 
analysis  says: 

"Progress  in  the  foreign  field  since 
the  end  of  the  war  has  been  satisfac- 
tory, despite  quota  restrictions  which 
have  contracted  some  markets.  Dur- 
ing 1946,  an  Anglo-American  treaty 
eliminated  double  taxation,  and  film 
agreements  also  were  obtained  in 
France.  Foreign  film  business  now 
accounts  for  roughly  40  per  cent  of 
gross,  with  60  per  cent  of  this  figure 
secured  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

"Efforts  will  be  intensified  to  pro- 
mote wider  showing  of  American 
films  abroad.  In  addition,  plans  for 
the  exploitation  of  16  mm.  films  in 
countries  without  theater  facilities 
are  materializing,  and,  although  still 
in  the  experimental  stage,  the  field 
offers  longer-term  potentialities. 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  British 
cinema  industry  is  becoming  a  defi- 
nite competitor  with  domestic  inter- 
ests. However,  this  appears  as  no 
immediate  threat  to  Hollywood." 


Final  Judgment  on  Decree 
Motions  Paves  Way  for  Appeal 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Following  final  judg- 
ment by  the  New  York  Statutory 
Court,  the  Department  of  Justice 
yesterday  moved  to  appeal  the  de- 
cree to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 

While  no  exact  date  for  the  appeal 
has  been  set,  spokesmen  for  the  De- 
partment indicated  that  the  appeal 
will  be  made  within  three  weeks. 
Department  officials  said  that  appar- 
ently the  door  has  been  closed  to 
further  delaying  motions  by  the  de- 
fendants. But  admitted  that  "any- 
thing might  happen." 

Spokesmen  declined  to  discuss  de- 
tails of  the  appeal  but  there  was 
strong  indication  that  it  will  be 
based  mainly  on  a  plea  for  divorce- 
ment. 


fEffimE  TOUCH 


DOROTHY  PACKMAN,  manager  of  the  Mars, 
Hayfield,   Minn. 

LESTA  ISABELLE  KING,  booker,  Kay  Film  Ex- 
change, Washington,  D.  C. 

ERNESTINE  BANDEL,  executive  assistant  to 
branch    manager,    NSS,   Washington,   D.    C. 
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BRITISH  BAR  DOLLARS  fOB  0.  S.  EQUIPflKnT 

Hughes  Asks  It  Local  Can  Supersede  State  Law 


Plaintiff  Holds  Fielding 
Action  as  "Destroying 
Property  Rights" 


The  big  $64  question  which  came 
up  before  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Bernard  L.  Shientag  yesterday  — 
whether  local  law  can  supersede 
;tate  law — won't  be  decided  for  sev- 
eral weeks.  In  the  meantime,  both 
parties  to  "The  Outlaw"  case  will  be 
permitted  to  submit  further  briefs 
pn  Howard  Hughes'  motion  to  pre- 
sent revocation  of  license  by  City 
license  Commissioner  Benjamin 
(Continued  on  Page   12) 


AFL  Tops  to  Get  Query 
On  H'wood  Strike  End 


Miami,  Fla. — The  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  AFL  has  resolved  to  com- 
municate with  officers  of  the  Na- 
tional and  International  unions  to  in- 
quire whether  they  would  be  willing 
;o  agree  to  the  establishment  of  ar- 
Ditration  machinery  for  settlement 
of  jurisdictional  disputes  in  the  film 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Playwright  Files  Title 
Switch  Suit  Vs.  Loew's 


Cleveland,  0. — A  title  misappro- 
priation suit  seeking  $250,000  in 
damages  was  filed  in  Common  Pleas 
Court  here  by  Fay  Ehlert,  author 
of  a  one-act  play,  "Undercurrent," 
against  Loew's,  Inc.  Her  one-act 
(Continued  on  Page   12) 


First  Post-Decree 

Arbitration  Action 

Albany  —  The  Adirondack  The- 
ater Corp.,  operating  the  Palace 
Theater  in  Lake  Placid,  N.  Y.,  has 
filed  the  first  case  for  arbitration 
since  the  handing  down  of  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court's  decree  on 
Dec.  31. 

Naming  all  of  the  "Big  Five"  as 
parties,  ccmplaint  alleges  that  un- 
reasonable clearance  is  enjoyed  by 
the  Pontiac  Theater  in  Saranac  Lake 
and    requests  complete    abolishment. 


Editorial 


Competitive  Bidding  Puzzle 

.  .  .  who  has  right  to  invohe  it? 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


IT  begins  to  appear  that,  at  least  until  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Ccurt  has  the  final  word 
'  on  the  New  York  equity  suit,  exhibitors  and  distributors  alike  will  be  playing  a  coun- 
terpart of  the  old  kid  game,  "Button,  Button,  Who's  Got  the  Button?"  with  the  right 
to  invoke  competitive  bidding  taking  the  button's  role   in   the   new  guessing  contest. 

This  column  yesterday  had  a  few1  words  to  say  on  the  matter,  occasioned  by  the  re- 
marks made  by  Herman  M.  Levy,  general  counsel  of  the  MPTOA  in  speaking  before 
the  Washington  convention  of  the  Virginia  MPTA.  The  inference  was  drawn  in  the 
Washingtrn    dispatch    published    Tuesday,    and    of   course    in    the    subsequent    columnar 

(Continued  on   Page   10) 

Check  on  Checkers,     Colo,  Indies  May 
Cincy  Indies'  Idea      Form  Allied 

Cincinnati,  O. — Greater  Cincinnati 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  headed 
by  F.  W.  Huss,  Jr.,  which  has  been 
critical  of  the  assignment  of  local 
checkers  by  Confidential  Reports  as 
"definitely  detrimental,"  has  now 
called  on  the  local  CR  to  include  the 
name,  address  and  daytime  occupa- 
( Continued  on  Page   12) 


Admission  Tax  to  Help 
Finance  City  Transport? 

Albany — A  bill  introduced  in  the 
Senate  by  Fred  Moritt,  Brooklyn 
Democrat,  would  impose  new  local 
taxes  to  continue  until  July  1,  1948 
and  be  used  solely  for  municipally 
owned  and  operated  transportation 
system. 

The  city  would  be  authorized  by 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Philadelphia — John  M.  Wolfberg 
of  the  Broadway  Theater,  Denver, 
announced  yesterday  a  meeting 
would  be  held  March  25-26  at  the 
Brown  Palace  Hotel,  Denver,  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  organizing 
a  functioning  Allied  unit  to  be  affili- 
ated with  National  Allied. 

Plans  for  the  attendance  of  Col. 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Allied  Artists,  Pathe  to 
Produce  Pix  in  England 


West  Coast  Bureau    of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Allied  Artists,  Mono- 
gram affiliate,  will  produce  three 
films  annually  in  England  in  associa- 
tion with  Pathe  Ind.,  Inc.  President 
Steve  Broidy,  accompanied  by  W. 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


Candy  Money  Part  of  Gross? 

Theater's  Landlord  Raises  Issue  in  Suit 


Projectionists  Oppose 
Matinee  Elimination 


Chicago — Theater  managers  plan- 
ning to  eliminate  unprofitable  mat- 
inees are  meeting  with  opposition 
from  operators  union  officials.  The 
B  &  K  Admiral  Theater  has  been 
tied  up  for  two  weeks  by  this  situa- 
tion. No  shows  have  been  given  de- 
soite  theater  personnel  showing  up 
each  day. 


Louisville,  Ky. — Candy  legally  en- 
tered film  business  in  Louisville 
when  a  landlord  filed  suit  in  Circuit 
Court  to  include  candy  sales  in  a 
"gross  receipt"  theater  lease. 

T.  P.  Taylor,  owner  of  the  prop- 
erty occupied  by  the  Vogue  Theater 
(indie)  in  suburban  St.  Matthews, 
filed  suit  in  Jefferson  County  Ch'cuit 
Court  against  William  Rosenthal,  op- 
erator of  the  Vogue,  is  asking  for 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Expenditure  for  Studio 
And  Theater  Re-equipping 
Nixed  by  Board  of  Trade 

London  (By  Cable)— The  Board  of 
Trade  ruled  this  week  that  dollar  ex- 
penditure for  re-equipping  British 
studios  and  theaters  will  not  be  per- 
mitted, thus  ruling  out,  at  least  for 
the  present,  the  purchase  of  such 
equipment  in  the  U.  S. 

It  was  stated  however  that  a  re- 
view of  the  entire  studio  situation 
is  likely  next  month. 

The  Board  also  took  the  position 
that  it  was  not  yet  able  to  promise 
permits  to  20th-Fox  for  the  re- 
building of  Wembley  Studios  because 
of  the  materials  and  manpower  situ- 
(Conrinued  on   Page   10) 


Four  District  Sales 
Conferences  for  UA 


United  Artists  has  scheduled  four 
district  sales  meetings,  each  to  run 
four  days,  at  which  all  available  pro- 
duct will  be  shown  to  the  distribution 
staff,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday.  The 
move  is  in  line  with  the  selling 
method  which  UA  will  follow  in  the 
future,  a  plan  which  Grad  Sears,  dis- 
tribution chief,  first  outlined  at  a 
December  press  conference. 

J.  J.  Unger,  UA  general  sales  man- 
ager, said  the  district  meetings  will 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Gardner,  Envoy  to  U.  K„ 
Johnston  Luncheon  Guest 


O.  Max  Gardner,  U.  S.  ambassador 
to  England,  was  tendered  a  luncheon 
yesterday  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  by 
Eric  Johnston,  president  of  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Association.  Gardner 
(Continued  on   Page   10) 


5  Foreign  Producers, 
Directors  Get  UK  Nod 

London  (By  Cable)  —  The  British 
Film  Producers  Association  and  the 
ACT  have  agreed  to  permit  five 
foreign  producers  and  five  foreign 
directors  to  work  in  British  studios 
this  year. 
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Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY- 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Chart-as. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray 
mond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole  COPEN- 
HAGEN—John  Lindberg,  Jemr.*,-;,!!*.  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTF.R  DAM— Dr 
I.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL- AVIV— Dr.  A  R  Rojansky.  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


Fin  nncinL 
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NEW    YORK  STOCK    MARKET 

High  Low  Close 

Columbia    Piers 213/8  21%  21% 

East.    Kodak    229 Vi  229  229'/2 

Gsn.    Prec.    Eq 24 '/4  23 1/4  24 'A 

Loew's,    Inc 26  25%  253/4 

Paramount     29%  28%  28% 

RKO      151/4  15  15 

Republic  Pict 8  7%  8 

Republic   Pict.    pfd...  14%  14%  14% 

20th  Century-Fox    .  35%  35  35 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  43 Vi  43 V2  43 Vi 

Universal    Pict 28%  28%  28V4 

Warner    Bros 17%  17%  17'/4 

NEW  YORK  CURB   MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .  5%  514  5% 

RKO      4%  4%  4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3%  3  3% 

Technicolor      18%  18  18% 

Trans-Lux     4%  4%  4% 


Net 
Chg. 

—  % 

+   1 
+   1 

—  '/4 

—  % 

—  y4 


i 


+    Vi 

—  % 


OVER  THE  COUNTER 


Cinecolor 
Pathe 


Bid 

5% 
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+     % 

+       '/4 
—      % 
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6 
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Wilbur  Reese  Succumbs 

Chicago  —  Wilbur  Reese,  veteran 
UA  Theater  Service  executive,  is 
dead.  His  wife  and  daughter  survive. 
Burial  will  be  at  All  Saints  Ceme- 
tery. 


Operate  on  Mersereau 
In  Wake  of  Auto  Hurts 


Don  Mersereau,  associate  publisher 
and  general  manager  of  The  Film 
Daily,  underwent  an  operation  at 
Doctors  Hospital  yesterday  for  leg 
injuries  sustained  a  week  ago  when 
he  was  struck  by  an  auto  at  the 
corner  of  57th  St.  and  First  Ave. 
while  crossing  the  intersection. 

In  the  mishap,  Mersereau  sus- 
tained breaks  of  both  leg  bones  just 
below  the  left  kneecap.  Operation 
yesterday  was  to  re-set  the  bones 
and  to  splice  one  with  a  silver  plate. 
His  condition  last  night  was  reported 
good. 


Film  Board  in  Alberta 
To  Assist  Legislature 


Calgary  —  A  five-man  advisory 
board,  consisting  of  two  union  men, 
two  members  of  the  Alberta  Theaters 
Association  and  a  government  rep- 
resentative, is  expected  to  be  created 
in  the  next  session  of  the  Provincial 
Parliament.  The  unit's  duties  will 
consist  of  advising  and  consulting 
with  the  Provincial  Minister  on  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  Alberta  Amuse- 
ment Act. 

The  board  grows  out  of  a  request 
last  year  by  the  ATA  urging  crea- 
tion of  a  three-man  board.  Calgary 
and  Edmonton  locals  of  the  IATSE 
disputed  for  the  right  to  name  the 
union  representative.  An  amend- 
ment increased  the  board  to  five 
men.  During  the  war  a  council  was 
created  in  Toronto  presided  over  by 
the  administrator  of  film  and  the- 
ater controls.    It  soon  faded. 


Del  Ruth  Pic  to  Play 
Interstate  "A"  Houses 


Every  "A"  house  in  the  Interstate 
Circuit,  in  Texas,  will  show  Roy  Del 
Ruth's  Allied  Artists  production  "It 
Happened  on  Fifth  Avenue,"  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  a  contract  signed 
yesterday  by  R.  J.  O'Donnell,  Inter- 
state general  manager,  and  Jack 
Schlaifer,  AA's  director  of  sales. 


BEST   STATE   RIGHT   DISTRIBUTION    IN 
THE    MIDDLE    WEST 

Are    Your    Pictures    Getting    The    Proper   Sales?  | 


Extra    Vault    Space   &    Shipping    Facilities 
Available  to   Major  &  35-16   MM    Distribs. 


ALBERT     DEZEL     PRODUCTIONS     INC. 
831    South   Wabash  CHICAGO 

Indianapolis        •       St.    Louis       •        Milwaukee  ' 


SCREENING   ROOM 
FOR  RENT 

We  have  available  for  rental  our  mod- 
ern, airconditioned  screening  room  lo- 
cated in  choice  midtown  area.  Room 
has  ample  seating  capacity  and  is 
suitable  for  screenings  or  dubbing  and 
editorial  work.  Equipment  includes 
RCA.  high  fidelity  sound  and  simplex 
projectors.  Exclusive  or  part  -  time 
users  preferred.    Write  to 

Box    119  —  FILM   DAILY 
1501  Broadway  N.  Y.  C. 


Sees  Para.  Revenues 
Unaffected  by  Decree 


The  Statutory  Court's  decree  in 
the  Government's  New  York  equity 
suit  has  given  Paramount  no  cause 
to  anticipate  a  change  in  the  com- 
pany's gross  revenues,  according  to 
Paul  Raibourn,  vice-president,  who 
addressed  the  Association  of  Cus- 
tomers Brokers. 

Raibourn  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  decree's  main  effect  will  be 
to  change  certain  trade  practices, 
adding  that  no  great  change  in  val- 
ues should  result. 

With  estimates  prevailing  that  na- 
tional income  will  be  as  high,  or 
higher,  this  year  than  last,  Raibourn 
said,  "there  need  be  little  worry  that 
movies   will    suffer." 

(The  Wall  St.  Journal  said  that 
Raibourn,  emphasizing  that  it  was 
a  personal  and  not  official  predic- 
tion, said  he  "guessed"  Paramount 
will  dispose  of  its  .interests  in  half 
of  the  approximately  1,000  theaters 
in  which  it  owns  from  five  per  cent 
to  95  per  cent  interest,  in  meeting 
the  terms  of  the  decree.) 


Kalmenson  and  Ayers 
On  Southeastern  Trip 

Ben  Kalmenson,  WB  vice-preside.i 
and  general  sales  manager,  ai 
Norman  Ayers,  Southern  divisio 
sales  manager,  left  New  York  ye^ 
terday  to  the  Southeastern  area. 


I\\  Y.  THEATERS 

3^h 


French  Producer  Eyes 
Production  in  Quebec 


Granby,  Que. — Mayor  Horace  Boi- 
vin  has  disclosed  that  major  pro- 
ducer in  France  is  expected  to  visit 
this  Eastern  township's  municipality 
to  study  the  possibility  of  establish- 
ing a  producing  studio. 


Eugene  McCurdy  Buried 

Baltimore — Funeral  services  were 
held  for  Eugene  B.  McCurdy,  75, 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Eureka 
Amusement  Corp.  which  controlled 
and  operated  the  Columbia  and  the 
Eureka,  local  nabes,  here. 


AVAILABLE  NOW 

Writer,  Publicist,  Reporter,  New 
York  and  Calif,  background.  Re- 
cently  here    from    Hollywood. 

BOX   116,   FILM   DAILY 
1501   BROADWAY,         NEW  YORK 


Mo 


"PREVIEW  ROOfl)" 

.  . .  will  really  SELL 
your  picture. 

Fully  equipped  for  35MM, 
16MM,    and    Slide    Projection. 

Cocktail  parties,  luncheons 
and  dinners  served  in  this  ver- 
satile room  —  setting  a  gay 
mood  for  a  favorable  reaction 
to  your  film. 

MADISON  AVENUE  at  54th  St. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:  PL.  5-3400         PAUL   GREEN,   Mgr. 


— RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL-i 

Rockefeller  Center 

"THE  YEARLING"  ; 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN  '. 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 

In  Technicolor      •      An   M-G-M   Picture  I 

SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION  I 


Jr. 
WAITER  SLEZAK 


Sinbad  the  Sailor 

//V  GORG£0(/S    T£CHM/C0£.0/> 


ON  SCREEN 
BSHG  CROSBY 
FRED  ASTAiRE 

JOAN  CAULFIELD 
Irving  Berlin's 

'BLUE  SKIES' 

In  TECHNICOLOR 


IN  PERSON 
WILBUR  EVANS 

PIERRE  D'AHGELO 
&  YANYA 

• 
Extra  I 

JESSE  BLOCK 
with  EVE  SULLY 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A    Paramount   Picture   Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND        STANWYCK         FITZGERALD 

A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Open 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 


BARRY" 

FITZGERALD 

PIAWA  SOWN/ 

LVNN  TUfTS 


°Vk^ 


7D*&/i/i40(/A/rzi:» 


"THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR" — 

N.    Y.   FILM   CRITICS 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous  \    OT^/AD 

Performomes      /\.Q    JL    \.Jl\. 


B'WAY  end 
45*  ST. 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in  i 

13  RUE  MADELEINE 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 
PIUS  ON  STAGE-  GRACIE  FIELDS 
Extra!  ARTHUR  BLAKE 
■ftROXY   7th  Ave.  & 


50th  St. 


"Long  lines  sure  to  continue  for  many  weeks  .  .  . 
Metro  holds  the  Music  Hall  records  which  should 
be  surpassed  .  .  .  one  of  the  finest  pictures  of  all 
time.''  —  QUINN,  Mirror 

"May  very  well  come  in  as  winner  of  the  Academy 
Award  .  .  .  something  not  to  be  missed." 

— MISHKIN,  Telegraph 

"One  of  the  year's  smash  hits  .  .  .  stands  as  one 

of  Hollywood's  most  impressive  achievements." 

— PELSWICK,  Journal-American 

"Hit  the  bullseye  of  popular  taste." 

— WINSTEN,  Post 


ACCLAIM! 


"Irresistible  appeal  .  .  .  among  the  fine  achieve- 
ments of  the  cinema."  — BARNES,  Herald  Tribune 

"A  movie  that  will  be  remembered  and  loved 
for  years  .  .  .  one  of  the  best  pictures  I've  ever 
seen."  —  CREELMAN,  Sun 

"We've  got  to  hand  it  to  Metro  .  .  .  wealth  of 
satisfaction   few   pictures   ever   attain." 

— CROWTHER,  Times 

"Going  to  be  a  favorite  with  moviegoers  for 
many  weeks  to  come  ...  a  grand  picture." 

— COHN,  Brooklyn  Eagle 


M-G-M  presents  "THE  YEARLING"  starring  GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN  •  A  CLARENCE  BROWN 
PRODUCTION  •  Claude  Jarman,  Jr.  as  "Jody"  •  Clem  Bevans  •  Margaret  Wycherly  •  Forrest  Tucker  •  Photo- 
graphed in  Technicolor  •  Screen  Play  by  Paul  Osborn  •  Based  on  the  Pulitzer  Prize  Novel  by  Marjorie  Kinnan 
Rawlings  •  Directed  by  Clarence  Brown  •  Produced  by  SIDNEY  FRANKLIN  •  A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
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starring 

DENNIS  ADOLPHE 


I 


i 


MARGUERITE        MICHAEL 
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i! 


George 


Steven 
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Screenplay  by  Ian  McLellan  Hunter 
Directed  by  ROBERT  B.  SINCLAIR  .  Produced  by  SAMUEL  BISCHOFF 


Based  on  the  radio  pro- V    ^ 
grarrf  Mr.  District  Attorney*^., 
created  by  Phillips  H.  Lord^f    \ 


Thursday,  February  6,  1947 


Are  Candy  Receipts 
Pari  of  House  Lease! 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
an  accounting  of  the  gross  receipts. 

Taylor's  petition  contends  that 
Rosenthal's  lease  entitles  the  land- 
lord to  a  minimum  rent,  or  12  per 
cent  of  the  gross  receipts,  whichever 
is  greater.  Taylor  says  that  Rosen- 
thal has  not  included  candy  sales  in 
the  gross. 

Rosenthal  is  in  Florida  and  his 
local  rep.  had  no  comment  other 
than  "the  matter  has  been  under  dis- 
cussion for  some  time." 

The  Vogue  is  operated  by  Rosen- 
thal Theater  Enterprises  of  Indian- 
apolis. 


Allied  Artists,  Pathe  to 
Produce  Pix  in  England 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Ray  Johnston,  chairman  -of  the  board, 
and  Norton  V.  Ritchey,  president  of 
Monogram  International,  will  leave 
for  London  April  9  for  final  settle- 
ment of  the  contract. 

Pictures  will  all  be  in  the  $1,000,- 
000  classification,  and  their  casts  will 
include  Hollywood  players. 

Pathe,  already  distributor  of 
Allied  Artists  and  Monogram  prod- 
uct in  the  British  Isles,  will  combine 
its  facilities  with  Allied  for  world- 
wide  distribution  of  new  features. 


Colo.  Indies  To  Consider 
Forming  Allied  Unit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
H.  A.  Cole  of  Texas  Allied,  Sidney  E. 
Samuelson  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Allied,  and  Trueman  E.  Rembusch  of 
Indiana  ATO,  at  the  meeting  were 
made  by  Wolfberg  on  his  recent  trip 
East.  Other  Allied  leaders  may  at- 
tend. All  Colorado  independent  ex- 
hibitors will  be  invited. 


Admission  Tax  to  Help 
Finance  City  Transport 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
local  law  to  impose  special  tax  on 
non-residents  employed  therein  at 
rate  of  not  more  than  10  cents  for 
each  work  day  and  50  cents  for  each 
work  week,  and  the  bill  additionally 
authorizes  a  special  tax  on  admis- 
sions of  $1  or  more.  The  bill  was 
referred  to  cities  committee. 


SEflD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Feb.    6 


Elconor   Stewart 

Wm.  Cary  Duncan 

Marion  Orth 

Ben  Lyon 


William  M.  Pizor 
Jack   Luden 

Charles  S.  Gaeti 
Louis   Nizer 


Jane  Short 


f?K.z>*q> 


Thursday's  Telelines 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Maj.  Harold  Auten.  on  terminal  leave  from 
the  British  Army,  is   scheduled  to  arrive  in  Halifax  tomorrow,   en  route 

to  New  York,  for  a  reunion  with  his  family  here The  son  of  Capt. 

Harold  Auten,  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization  in  New  York,  the 
Major,  since  the  occupation  of  Germany,  has  been  custodian  of  UFA.  .  . 

•  Reports  on  the  state  of  U.  S.  theater  biz  do  anything  but  jibe 

While  some  sources  claim  biz  is  off  about  10  per  cent,  the  head  of  one 
major  circuit  insists  that  it  is  at  peak,  both  as  to  attendance  and  as  to 
gross.  ...  •  20th-Fox's  re-issue  of  "Les  Miserables"  is  reported  draw- 
ing 'em  in,  in  those  territories  where  exchanges  have  prints  available.  .  . 

•  Didja  know  that  the  Danish  Government  is  sponsoring  a  production 
of  a  picture  in  the  U.  S.? It's  titled  "Danske  in  America"  and  por- 
trays   life    of    Danish    immigrants Footage    is    now    being   shot    in 

'Frisco.  ...  •  Is  Marshall  Field  seeking  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  to 
add  to  his  PM  and  Chicago  News?.  ...  •  Not  content  with  producing 
and  directing  two  Shavian  plays  as  pix,  in  H'wood,  Gabriel  Pascal  may 
make  deal  with  New  York  Theater  Guild  to  stage  "The  Devil's  Disciple" 
here,  and  in  London. ...      •    PRC  production  is  running  six  months  ahead  of 

release  schedule The   company,  with  20  pictures  completed  in  the 

editing  stage,  and  one  currently  showing,  will  send  seven  more  before 
the  camera  in  the  next  two  months.  ...  •  Copenhagen  is  finally  seeing 
Orson  Welles'  "Citizen  Kane."  ...  •  Didja  know  that  American  en- 
gagements of  J.  Arthur  Rank's  "Henry  V"  already  have  netted  8800,000? 

Two-day    engagement    in    upstate    Rochester,    this    week,    netted 

$11,000 The  New  York  run,  which  continues,  has  netted  well  above 

$250,000. 

▼  *  V 

9      •      •     DOWN   IN   PHILLY:    The    Philadelphia    Bulletin    comes    out 

with  a  Sunday  edition  next  Sabbath  for  the  first  time  in  its  history 

Supplement  will  be  built  around  the  syndicated  columns  and  the  comic 
sections  that  the  Bulletin's  publisher  bought  with  the  Philadelphia  Rec- 
ord  Bulletin  is  selling  all  the  space  you  want  to  buy  .  .  .  distinct 

contrast   to  the  Inquirer's   policy   which   allocates   a  space   quota   to  its 

advertisers First     runs     are     still     scrambling     for     radio     time     in 

Philly Billboards,   car-cards,   weeklies   have   been   used   more   than 

ever And  talking  of  first  runs,  Philly  now  has   13  instead  of  the 

nine   it   had   recently Four   newcomers   include   the   Goldman,   the 

Carlton,  the  Pix  and  the  Erlanger The  latter  will  be  opened  as  soon 

as   litigation  is   cleared With   Carlton  becoming   a  first  run  house, 

Keith  assumes  status  of  second  run. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

O  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  The  Paramount  Pictures  Club's  dramatic 
society  has  adopted  the  Para-Troupers  as  its  name,  the  suggestion  com- 
ing from  Lou  Pelegrine,  erstwhile  Film  Daily  staffer,  now  a  Para, 
publicist.  ...      •   Chances  are  Brandt's  Republic  will  become  a  showcase 

for  foreign  films  ...  if  the  grosses   are   good  enough 'Tony  rate, 

Marcello  Girosi  has  inked  deal  for  his  latest  Italian  importation,  "Before 
Him  All  Rome  Trembled,"  to  preem  at  the  Republic,  Feb.  20 Inci- 
dentally, Girosi,  who  heads  Superfilm  Distributing,  also  produces  Italian 

pix    through    affiliate    Supercinema Possibility,    too,    that   he    might 

arrange  for  American  production  while  on  his  current  visit  to  Holly- 
wood. ...  •  A  doff  of  Phil  M's  chapeau  to  D.  John  Phillips,  Para- 
mount's  publicity  director  for  shorts  and  the  Paramount  News  for  the 
forceful  selling  message  in  behalf  of  Paramount's  five  sample  package 
cartoon  shows  now  going  to  exhibs.  in  booklet  form.  ...  •  Eagle- 
Lion's  promotion   department   rates   a  salute,  too,  for  its  part  in  placing 

the  company  in  the  big  time  without  any  delay This  week's  Time 

cover  features  Deborah  Kerr. 


SID  MESIBOV,  Paramount's  assistant  exploi- 
tation   manager,    is    back   from    Washington. 

BUDDY  KAYE,  Famous  Studios  lyricist,  is 
en  route  to  Hollywood  on  a  combined  vacation 
and    business   trip. 

GEORGE  PAL,  producer  of  Paramount's  pup- 
petoons,   arrived    in    New   York    yesterday. 

A.  W.  SCHWALBERG,  Eagle-Lion  vice-pyi- 
dent  and  general  sales  manager,  and  MJWjj, 
YOUNGSTEIN,  ad-publicity  director,  leav.  ^t 
Toronto  today  to  prepare  for  Canadian  re- 
lease of  "It's  A  Joke,  Son"  and  "Bedelia." 
They  will    return   to    New  York   Monday. 

JOHN  VAN  DRUTEN,  author  of  "The  Voice 
of  the  Turtle,"  has  returned  to  New  York  from 
Warners'  studio,  where  he  assisted  on  prepara- 
tions  for    the    film    version. 

CHARLES  ROSS,  lighting  expert,  leaves  by 
plane    Sunday    for   the    Coast. 

MAX  KOLIN,  operator  of  the  Oriole  The- 
ater, Detroit,  is  leaving  for  a  vacation,  to  be 
divided  between  stopovers  in  Oklahoma  and 
California. 

WALTER  COLMES,  who  will  next  produce 
and  direct  "Counter-Spy,"  leaves  Hollywood 
tomorrow  for  New  York  to  look  over  current 
Broadway  shows  and  scan  the   material   market. 

DAVID  M.  IDZAL,  managing  director  of  the 
Fox,  Detroit,  is  in  California  for  an  indefinite 
stay. 

GENE  ATKINSON,  business  agent  for  the 
Chicago  operators  union,  has  returned  from 
a    Florida   vacation. 

SIR  AUBREY  SMITH,  signed  by  Sir  Alexander 
Korda  for  two  pictures  to  be  made  in  London, 
will  sail  for  England  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
March   22. 

CAROL  REED,  British  director,  under  con- 
tract to  Sir  Alexander  Korda  as  director  and 
producer,  has  arrived  by  air  from  London  en 
route   to    Hollywood. 

GLYNIS     JOHNS     will     leave     New    York    for 
Hollywood    Feb.    11    to    confer    with    Cary    Grant 
!  and  returns  to  London   Mar.  7. 

LOUIS  LAZAR,  Paramount's  general  theater 
manager  in  Europe,  leaves  today  for  his  post, 
aboard  the  liner  America. 

MARCELLO  GIROSI,  prexy  of  Superfilm  Dis- 
tributing Corp.,  is  flying  to  the  West  Coast 
for  three-week  confab  on  the  release  of  recent 
Italian    importations. 

CONSTANCE  BENNETT,  commuting  week- 
ends between  Hollywood  and  Montgomery,  Ala. 
Her  husband,  Col.  Coulter,  is  in  training  at 
Maxwell    Field    Air    University    until    June. 

JOE  COTTEN,  and  WILLIAM  DIETERLE,  di- 
rector,  Chicago   visitors. 


N.  H.  Theaters  Appeal 
Arbitration  Award 


The  Colonial  Theaters  Co.  and 
State  Operating  Co.,  operators  of 
theaters  in  Nashua  and  Manchester, 
N.  H.,  have  filed  an  appeal  from  a 
recent  award  by  the  Boston  tribunal. 

The  award,  resulting  from  a  com- 
plaint by  the  operator  of  the  Latchis 
Theater  in  Keene,  N.  H.,  against  the 
five  majors,  fixed  a  maximum  clear- 
ance to  be  enjoyed  by  either  Nashua 
or  Manchester  first-runs  of  26  days 
and  not  more  than  34  days  after  ter- 
ritorial release  date. 


What,  No  Dial-Tone? 

La  Crosse,  Wis.  —  A  woman 
bought  a  ticket  and  walked  into  the 
Hollywood  Theater  here  and  asked 
for  a  "phone."  The  assistant  mana- 
ger provided  her  with  headphones 
kept  for  deaf  patrons,  ushered  her 
to  a  seat  and  plugged  in  the  set. 
Very  shortly  she  called  him  back  and 
asked,  "How  do  you  get  the  oper- 
ator on  this  thing?" 
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AFL  Tops  To  Get  Query !  R  E  V I E  Ul  S  Of  fltUJ 


in  H'wood  Strike  End 


f 

(Continued   from   Page   1 1 
ndustry,  William  Green,  union  head, 
ftated  at  close  of  yesterday's  meet- 
ing. 

Action  was  in  conformity  with  res- 
,:~T\n    adopted    at    the    convention 
iKOLJlast  October,  when  the  matter 
if  the  SAG  disagreement  was  intro- 
duced. 

Also  part  of  the  query,  was 
vhether  the  union  officers  would  be 
billing  to  abide  by  decisions  made  by 
;uch  arbitration  tribunal. 


'ourt  to  Receive  Briefs 
On  D'Arcy  Suit  Dismissal 


St.  Louis  —  Federal  Judge  George 
H  Moore  has  granted  counsel  for 
several  defendants  in  the  $600,000 
anti-trust  damage  suit  filed  by  Mar- 
tin W.  D'Arcy,  former  operator  of 
the    Shubert   Theater,    the    right  to 

file  briefs  in  support  of  their  motions 

•for  dismissal. 

Among  the  defendants  who  have 

.filed  separate  answers  and  who  have 
asked  the  court  to  dismiss  the  action 
against  them  are  20th-Fox,  Para- 
mount, Warners,  RKO  Radio,  United 

'Artists,  Universal,  and  Columbia. 
Previously  Loew's,  in  its  answer  de- 
nied the  charges  of  the  plaintiff  and 

tlfiled  a  brief  in  support  of  its  re- 
quest for  dismissal. 

Other  corporate  and  individual  de- 
fendants   to    suit    have    asked    dis- 

.  missal  on  the  grounds  that  there  is 

1  no  cause  of  action. 

D'Arcy's  suit  was  directed  against 

.  the  Fanchon  &  Marco  interests,  as 
well  as  the  film  distributing  com- 
panies serving  their  theaters  here. 


Mrs.  Rene  Sterns  Dead 

Detroit — Mrs.  Rene  Sterns  is  dead, 
resulting  from  complications  fol- 
lowing an  operation  at  Grace  Hos- 
pital, Detroit.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Sterns,  pioneer  exhibitor 
of  Rochester,  this  state.  She  is  sur- 
vived by  one  daughter  and  son,  Carl 
Sterns,  who  is  the  active  manager 
of  both  the  Hills  and  Avon  in  Roch- 
ester. 


SICK  LIST 


JOAN  CRAWFORD  is  confined  to  her 
bed  by  a  torn  ligament  in  her  left  ankle, 
sustained  when  she  fell  down  a  flight  of 
stairs  in  her  heme. 

BARRY    FITZGERALD    suffered    a    frac 
tured    right    hand     when    he    fell     off    his 
motorcycle  in  front  of  his  home.  The  actor 
will  have  his  hand  in  a  cast  for  six  weeks. 

ARCH  REEVE,  secretary  of  the  West 
Ccast  PIC,  is  confined  to  his  home  with 
a  severe  case  of  poison  ivy. 

LOU  LIFTON,  advertising  and  publicity 
head  at  Monogram,  returned  to  his  Hol- 
lywood desk  yesterday,  after  a  severe  bout 
with  flu. 


Smash-Up,  The  Story 
of  A  Woman" 

with  Susan  Hayward,  Lee   Bowman 
Univ.-lnt.  103   Mins. 

THIS  WANGER  PRODUCTION  STANDS 
TO  bU  PLACES  ALL  ALONG  THE  LINE; 
REALISTICALLY  SOCKS  ITS  MESSAGE 
ACKOSS;  SHOULD  KAKt  IN  BIG  "TAKES.' 
Walter  Wanger  gave  this  production  the 
care  and  attention  that  is  at  once  asso- 
ciated with  his  name.  Stuart  Heisler's  di- 
rection gets  the  most  out  of  the  story.  It 
is  decidedly  a  story  with  that  "different'' 
element.  Alcoholism  has  been  treated  in 
various  aspects  in  recent  time.  Here  the 
subject  is  a  woman  —  a  wife  and  mother. 
To  get  the  plot  off  on  its  bottle-strewn 
path  of  misery,  the  script  has  the  familiar 
success  story  backfire.  It  backfires  point- 
blank  and  thence  arises  the  sordid  tale 
of  a  woman  who  is  shelved  by  her  husband's 
achievement  in  the  radio  world,  his  friends, 
associates  and  the  fast  life  that  accom- 
panies his  rise.  Played  by  Susan  Hayward, 
and  highly  effectively,  this  character  is 
portrayed   sympathetically. 

There  is  to  be  noted,  however,  a  cer- 
tain lack  of  creative  inventiveness  in  the 
story.  Living  in  New  York,  Miss  Hayward 
is  a  night  club  singer.  Married  to  Lee  Bow- 
man, she  shortly  thereafter  becomes  a 
mother.  Bowman,  from  humble  beginnings 
on  an  early  morning  sustaining  spot,  be- 
comes the  idol  of  the  bobby  soxers,  via 
the  tunesmithing  of  Eddie  Albert.  Miss 
Hayward  quits  her  career  and  is  isolated 
with  her  child.  Meanwhile,  Bowman  is  sub- 
merged in  his  career,  planning  shows, 
dashing  about  the  country  and  coming  un- 
der the  subtle  influence  of  Marsha  Hunt. 

Miss  Hayward's  predilection  for  the  bot- 
tle soon  becomes  habitual  and  it's  one 
bout  after  another,  during  Bowman's  pres- 
ence at  home  and  while  he's  on  the  road. 
Their  child  develops  pneumonia  while  Bow- 
man is  away-.  Miss  Hayward  tries  to  inform 
him  but  to  no  avail.  A  party  is  in  progress. 
The  child  recovers.  To  the  bottle  again 
goes  Miss  Hayward.  Finally  in  disgust, 
Bowman  arranges  a  separation.  He  gets 
the  child.  She  attempts  to  straighten  out 
and  is  making  progress.  She  tries  to  re- 
sume her  singing  career.  By  mere  chance 
she  gets  a  load  under  her  belt  once  again 
and  winds  up  in  a  sordid  mess  which  might 
have  been  quite  serious.  She  locates  her 
child,  now  in  Bowman's  custody,  and  takes 
her  to  the  country. 

Being  together  stirs  her  emotionally.  Af- 
ter putting  the  baby  to  bed  she  takes  a 
few  snorts.  A  misplaced  cigaret  ignites 
the  bedroom.  Miss  Hayward  saves  the 
child,  is  herself  severely  burned.  She  re- 
covers. Conclusion  points  up  the  misunder- 
standing of  Bowman,  the  sacrifice  of  his 
wife  to  his  career,  and  indicates  a  rosy 
future. 

The  screenplay  itself  is  open  to  criticism. 
Miss  Hayward  is  made  to  appear  as  a  lonely 
woman  in  New  York,  with  only  her  baby, 
nurses,  servants  and  a  Sutton  Place  pent- 
house. That  is  a  pretty  feeble   fiction. 

CAST:  Susan  Hayward,  Lee  Bowman,  Marsha 
Hunt,  Eddie  Albert,  Carl  Esmond,  Carleton 
Young,  Charles  D.  Brown,  Janet  Murdoch,  Tom 
Chatterton,  Sharyn  Payne,  Robert  Shayne,  Lar- 
ry   Blake,    George    Meeker,    Erville    Alderson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  Wanger;  Direc- 
tor, Stuart  Heisler;  Screenplay  by  John  How- 
ard Lawson  from  an  original  by  Dorothy  Parker 
and  Frank  Cavett;  Cameraman,  Stanley  Cortez; 
Art    Direction,     Alexander    Golitzen;     Film     Edi- 


F I L  in  S  Cut  in  Cost  of  Home 

Tele  Receivers  Seen 


"The  Brasher 
UouCloon 

witn   ueorge    Montgomery,    iNancy   Guild 
20th-Fox  72  Mins. 

ANOTHER      "t-HlLIP      MAKLOWt, 
ANointK     i  i\MDtMAKrv.    ALL    AUU     Ur 
IO    IUK    LINt   iLcUIMINU    tNI'EKI'AlN- 
MtNl.    iniS  <->iNt   IS   utrnr    HaNuLED 
i-uk.  oOOU   KtSULTS. 

W...i  i  ne  Brasner  uoubioon,'  an  adap- 
ranon  ot  Kaymona  Lhanaier  s  "  I  tie  nign 
Window,  rrie  ruii-iengrn  Lnandier  liter- 
ary jobs  are  apout  exnausrea.  mat  tney 
were  good  material  ror  translation  into 
rum  rare  is  a  tact  ot  recent  date.  I  he 
ivianowe  roie  nas  given  tine  players  op- 
pori  umries  tor  tine  portrayals,  i  nere  is 
no  letaown  by  Montgomery  nerein  tor  he 
delivers  anotner  smoorn,  amorous  portrait 
ro  an  already  guttering  gallery  ot  bartered, 
Dioody   "Marlowes." 

Like  most  or  rne  Chandler  stories,  this 
one  strays  around.  Bodies  are  found.  Black- 
mail is  rampant.  All  sorts  ot  ugly  charac- 
ters walk  in  and  out  ot  the  doings.  There 
is  the  pretry  girl  who  at  once  becomes  a 
Marlowe  target.  Engaged  at  the  usual 
$25  per  diem  plus  expenses,  Montgomery  is 
hired  by  Florence  Bates  to  locate  a  miss- 
ing coin  trom  her  late  husband's  collec- 
tion. It's  the  Brasher  doubloon.  There  s 
only  two  ot  them  in  existence.  The  other 
is    in   the   Smithsonian    Institute. 

Montgomery,  as  "Marlowe "  is  highly  in- 
dividualistic, subject  to  temperament.  It's 
his  way  or  no  way.  He  don't  take  a  case 
unless  the  client  tells  all.  So,  he  gets  his 
way. 

from  here,  to  there,  and  back  again, 
Montgomery  makes  his  rounds  picking  up 
a  bit  here,  sifting  this  and  that  and  stumb- 
ling upon  a  few  bodies  in  due  course  of 
research.  Method  and  interview  nets  him 
an  assortment  of  lethal  hardware  and 
thereby   hangs  a  clue  for  murder. 

Miss  Guild  is  in  and  around  the  doings 
as  a  sort  of  mental  case.  Secretary  to  Miss 
Bates,  she  conveys  to  the  scene  a  mood 
of  confused  purpose.  Certain  aspects  of 
the  case  hinge  on  her  inability  to  remem- 
ber clearly  and  Montgomery  attempts  to 
assist  her  to  overcome  abnormal  revul- 
sion to  normal  instincts. 

The  dirty  business  comes  to  a  head  with 
the  screening  of  newsreel  footage  which 
figures  in  the  blackmail-murder-mayhem 
and   finally   the   finger    points.   .  . 

John  Brahm  has  directed  the  doings 
capably,  placing  emphasis  on  smooth  con- 
tinuity and  construction  of  logical  se- 
quences. In  support  there's  Fritz  Kortner, 
Conrad  Janis,  Roy  Roberts  and  Marvin 
Miller.  They  are  effective. 

CAST:  George  Montgomery,  Nancy  Guild, 
Conrad  Janis,  Roy  Roberts,  Fritz  Kortner, 
Florence  Bates,  Marvin  Miller,  Houseley  Steven- 
son, Bob  Adler,  Jack  Conrad,  Alfred  Linder, 
Jack   Overman,  Jack  Stoney,   Ray   Spiker. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Bassler;  Director, 
John  Brahm;  Screenplay  by  Dorothy  Hannah; 
Adaptation  by  Leonard  Praskins  from  the  novel 
by  Raymond  Chandler;  Musical  Direction,  Al- 
fred Newman;  Cameraman,  Lloyd  Ahern;  Music, 
David  Buttolph;  Art  Decoration,  James  Basevi, 
Richard  Irvine;  Set  Decorations,  Thomas  Little, 
Frank  E.  Hughes;  Film  Editor,  Harry  Reynolds; 
Sound,    Eugene   Grossman,   Harry   M.   Leonard. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
First    Rate. 

tor,  Milton  Carruth;  Sound,  Charles  Felstad; 
Orchestrations,  David  Tamkin;  Music,  Daniele 
Amfitheatrof. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Splen- 
did. 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Cost  of  home  tele 
receivers  could  perhaps  be  cut 
sharply  through  use  of  neighbor- 
hood relay  stations,  according  to  Dr. 
Fritz  Schroeter,  a  leading  German 
tele  authority  and  former  director  of 
the  tele  laboratory  of  the  Telefunken 
Company,  in  Berlin. 

Schroeter's  findings  are  included 
in  a  set  of  six  articles  available 
now  from  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce's Office  of  Technical  Services, 
Washington. 

The  neighborhood  relay  stations 
would  mean  less  power,  less  compli- 
cated design,  fewer  tubes  and  other 
parts  for  home  receivers,  but  would 
at  the  same  time  improve  the  signal, 
the  German  authority  states. 

He  visualizes  direct  cable  connec- 
tions from  the  relay  points  to  home 
receivers. 

The  report  (PB-47865,  six  papers 
on  television)  is  available  in  photo- 
stat at  six  dollars  or  in  microfilm  at 
two  dollars.  Text  is  in  German,  with 
English  preface  and  summaries. 


Plans  Provide  For  Movie 
In  New  Bus  Terminal 


Small  movie  house,  seating  be- 
tween 300  and  500,  is  included  in  the 
plans  of  the  $17,500,000  bus  terminal 
to  be  built  by  the  Port  of  New  York 
Authority  on  the  block  bounded  by 
40th  and  41st  Sts.,  Eighth  and  Ninth 
Aves. 

Howard  S.  Cullman,  chairman  of 
the  Port  Authority,  assured  Mayor 
O'Dwyer  that  the  bus  terminal 
should  be  completed  by  the  end  of 
two  years  after  demolition  begins, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  very  soon. 

Theater  which  would  be  leased  as 
a  concession  would  be  suitable  either 
as  a  newsreel  house  or  as  a  show- 
case for  foreign  films  and  art  pix. 
Doubt  was  expressed  by  a  veteran 
exhibitor  whether  an  intimate  house 
would  be  worthwhile  as  a  first-run. 

Jesse  Stern,  whose  Arena  Theater 
would  be  removed  for  the  bus  depot's 
construction,  admitted  that  he  was 
interested  in  obtaining  the  movie 
concession,  but  was  non-committal 
on  negotiations.  Other  exhibs.  who 
also  may  be  logical  prospects  were 
equally  mum. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Daughter  of  Herman  Gelber,  prexy 
of  Local  306,  Motion  Picture  Machine 
Operators'  Union,  gave  birth  to  a 
baby  boy  yesterday. 

Detroit— Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Ryan 
announce  the  birth  of  a  son,  Thomas 
W.  Ryan,  II.  He  weighed  in  at  eight 
lbs.,  three  oz.  Dad  manages  the 
Piccadilly  Theater. 


OP  REVIEWS 


IN  NEW  YORK 


gets  top  rating  from  New 
York  Daily  News,  which  says:  —  "'Swell 
Guy'  has  tremendous  appeal.  The  picture 
is  a  daring  production." 

is  interesting,  fresh,  tough 
and  masculine.  It  deserves  applause" 
says  PM. 

has  atmosphere,  suspense 
and  considerable  emotional  strength. 
'Swell  Guy'  is  a  sounder  and  more  power- 
ful entertainment  than  the  average  motion 
picture  problem  drama"  says  the  New 
York  Herald  Tribune. 

is  bitterly,  uncompromis- 
ingly ironic.  It's  a  full-size  portrait  of  a 
heel.  Don't  miss  this  one."  —  New  York 
Journal-American. 

is  an  honest  picture"  says 
tht  New  York  Sun. 


IN  CHICAGO 


SWELL  GUY' 


a 


a  swell  picture.' 
—Chicago  Herald-American 


is  interesting  and  unusual. 
You'll  like  the  performances  and  its  air  of 
realism."  — Chicago  Times 

is  a  movie  that's  unusual. 
The  film  will  hold  your  interest  by  its  very 
difference."  — Chicago  Tribune 


movie." 


is    above    the   average 
— Chicago  News 


"         J 1         has   the   same    realistic 

characterizations    which    marked    'The 
Killers.'  All  performers  rate  high." 

— Chicago  Sun 
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...TOP  BUSINESS 


IN  LOS  ANGELES 


IN  CI  NCI  NN  AT 


'SWELL  GUY' 


lould  do  all  right  with 
the  fans.  It  is  an  interesting  picture  .  .  . 
well  made  and  played." 

— Los  Angeles  Herald-Express 


'SWELL  GUY' 


is  a  mental  jolt.  Only  a 
smart  guy  like  Mark  Hellinger,  who  knows 
that  the  public  is  considerably  more  ma- 
ture than  most  producers  believe,  would 
have  had  the  courage  to  make  'Swell 
Guy'."  — Los  Angeles  Examiner 

interesting  and  mature." 
Los  Angeles  Daily  News 

is  a  hard-hitting  dramatic 
Hollywood  Citizen-News 


ms  WALTER  WINCHELl 


'SWELL  G 


is  an  adult  movie. ..daring 
by  screen  standards  . . .  another  good  one 
to  the  credit  of  producer  Hellinger." 

— Cincinnati  Post 

"Mark    Hellinger   who    produced   'The 
Killers'  has  rung  the  bell  again." 

— Cincinnati  Times  Star 


Sonny  Tufts 

AnnBLYTH 


wfio  made'^/ft^4*prcsents 


,HU«^  T5/^-"U 


.Ruth  WARRICK 


WILLIAM  GARGAN •  THOMAS  GOMEZ* MARY  NASH* JOHN  LITEL 

Directed  by  FRANK  TUTTLE  •  Associate  Pfoducer  EDDIE  BLATT  •  Screenplay  by  RICHARD  BROOKS 

Based  on  »  ptay  by  Gilbert  Emery   •   Director  ol  Photography  Tony  Gaudio.  AS  C. 
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British  Bar  Dollars 
For  U.  S.  Equipment 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

ations,  but  indicated  that  applica- 
tions for  reasonable  development  of 
existing  facilities  would  be  sympa- 
thetically supported. 

Murray  Silverstone,  20th-Fox  top- 
per now  on  this  side,  recently  dis- 
closed that  the  company  is  seeking 
permits  to  spend  a  million  pounds 
enlarging  and  re-equipping  Wem- 
bley. 

The  Board  of  Trade's  pronounce- 
ment on  dollar  expenditure  for  equip- 
ment derived  added  importance  from 
the  fact  that  Jack  L.  Warner  while 
here  also  outlined  plans  for  the  re- 
building of  both  Elstree  and  Ted- 
dington,  and  said  equipment  would 
be  brought  over  from  the  U.  S. 


Gardner,  Envoy  to  U.  K., 
Johnston  Luncheon  Guest 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
sails  with  Mrs.  Gardner  today  on  the 
America. 

•In  attendance  at  the  luncheon 
were:  Ralph  Gardner,  the  ambassa- 
dor's son;  J.  Cheever  Cowdin;  Nicho- 
las M.  Schenck;  Charles  D.  Prutz- 
man;  Barney  Balaban;  George  Welt- 
ner;  Ned  E.  Depinet;  E.  C.  Raftery; 
Gradwell  Sears;  W.  C.  Michel;  Wolfe 
Cohen;  Sam  Schneider;  Irving  Maas; 
George  Borthwick;  Carl  E.  Milliken, 
and  Gerald  M.  Mayer. 


"Storm  in  a  Teacup" 

featuring 

REX  HARRISON 

and 

VIVIEN  LEIGH 

* 

85  Minutes  of 
SMASH  ENTERTAINMENT 

* 

Available  Now  for 
U,   S.  and   CANADA 

* 
•   FOR  FRANCHISE 
•    FOR  BOOKINGS 
•    NEW   PAPER 

•    NEW    PRINTS 


DEVONSHIRE  FILM  CO.,  Inc. 

Telephone:    HUBbard    6450 
185    Devonshire    St.,    Boston,   Mass. 


Competitive  Bidding  Puzzle 

.  .  .  who  has  right  to  invohe  it? 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 

comment,  that  competitive  bidding  was  the  exhibitor's  prerogative  and  his  alone. 

Well,  is  it? 

The  answer  to  that  is  yes,  and  no,  and  mebbe. 

It  depends,  you  see,  upon  how  you  construe  singly  or  in  combination  not  only  the 
decree  itself,  but  the  Statutory  Court's  memorandum  plus  what  Judge  Henry  W.  God- 
dard  had  to  say  from  the  bench  on  Jan.  21. 

o 

THE  Washington  dispatch  quoting  Levy  on  who  has  the  option  under  the  final  decree 
'  to  invoke  competitive  bidding  under  Section  8  was  on  the  sketchy  side,  and 
hence  tended  to  mislead  and  confuse. 

Clarifying,  Levy  says: 

"What  I  stated  was  that  while  the  memorandum  of  the  Court  and  the  question  asked, 
of  Thurman  Arnold  by  Judge  Goddard  at  the  hearing  on  Jan.  21  demonstrated  the 
court's  intention  to  give  the  option  to  invoke  competitive  bidding  to  the  exhibitor  in  a 
competitive  area  and  where  desired  by  the  exhibitor,  the)  language  of  the  final  decree, 
Section  8  (C),  appeared  to  give  the  privilege  to  both  the  exhibitor  and  to  the  dis- 
tributor." 

Perhaps,  for  complete  clarity,  and  because  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  it  might 
be  well  to  reprint  the  pertinent  portion  of  Levy's  Washington  remarks  in  full.  Here 
are  the  paragraphs: 

o 

OF  course,  the  provisions  of  greatest  importance  and  significance  to  you  are  those 
in  Section  8  dealing  with  the  licensing  of  film.  The  language  used  by  the  Court  is 
far  from  clear,  it  has  been  subjected  to  many  interpretations  and  several  of  them  are 
poles  apart. 

"I  have  given   the  language  much  thought  and  consideration    and   have  come   to  def 
inite  conclusions  at  to  what  I   think   it  means,  to  wit,  that  there  shall  be   either  non 
competitive   licensing   or  competitive,   and    the   latter   only   if   invoked   by   an    exhibitor. 
To  corroborate  my  judgment  I  turn  to  a  portion  of  the  Court's  memorandum  filed  at  the 
same  time  as  the  decree,  wherein  the  judges  stated  as  follows: 

"  'In  order  to  meet  some  of  the  objections  raised  at  the  hearing  to  the  system  of 
bidding  for  features  described  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  we  have  modified  the 
system  there  proposed  so  that  competitive  bidding  will  only  be  necessary  within 
a  competitive  area  and  in  such  an  area  where  it  is  desired  by  the  exhibitor.' 

"That  leaves  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  court  intended  competitive  bidding  to  be 
employed  only  in  a  competitive  area  and  where  an  exhibitor  requested  it.  If  further 
corroboration  of  that  is  needed  I  refer  you  to  the  transcript  (Page  22)  of  the  hearing 
on  Jan.  21  on  certain  motions  filed  by  the  defendants.  At  one  point  in  the  hearing 
Judge  Arnold,  for  ATA,  was  making  an  argument  against  competitive  bidding  when  he 
was  interrupted  by  the1  C^urt  as  follows: 

"  'Judge  Goddard:  Judge  Arnold,  are  you  opposed  to  giving  the  exhibitor  the  op- 
tion of  competitive  bidding?' 

o 

"IT  seems  obvious   that   the   Court    intended    that  competitive    bidding   should   be    in— 

'  voked  by  the  exhibitor,  and  not  by  the  distributor.  That  I  state  is  what  the  Court 
intended  and  I  have  given  you  the  evidence  to  substantiate  it.  I  am,  however,  un- 
able to  state  with  certainty  that  that  intention  is  consistent  with  the  language  em- 
ployed by  the  Court  in  its  final  decree,  Section  8  (C),  the  competitive  bidding  pro 
vision,  which  reads  in  part  as  follows: 

"  'Where  a  run  is  desired,  or  is  to  be  offered,  upon  terms  which  exclude  simul- 
taneous exhibition  in  competing  theaters,  the  distributors  shall  notify,  etc*  .  .  .' 

"The  words  'where  a  run  is  desired.  .  .  .'  refers  to  the  exhibitor  invoking  competitive 
bidding,  and  that  is  what  the  Court  intended,  according  to  its  memorandum,  but  the 
words,  'or  is  to  be  offered*  might  be  taken  to  refer  to  the  distributor,  and  if  so,  if 
would  apoear  to  give  the  privilege  to  the  distributor  as  well  to  invoke  competitive 
bidding.  That  certainly  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Court.  If  the  distributor  has  the 
right  to  call  for  competitive  bidding  under  this  section,  then  it  could  by  so  doing  pre- 
vent Section  8  (A)  (licensing  on  a  non-competitive  basis)  from  going  into  effect.  In 
other  words,  the  exhibitor's  option  of  calling  for  competitive  bidding  which  the  Court 
SDoke  about  in  its  memorandum  and  which  Judge  Goddard  referred  to  would  not  be 
the  exhibitor's  alone,  but  rather  the  distributor's  or  the  exhibitor's." 

You  carry  the  ball  from  there. 


Mat'l  Allied  Endorses  Greek 
Drive,  Brotherhood  Week 


Jack  Kirsch,  National  Allied  pres- 
ident, has  announced  his  organiza- 
tion's full  endorsement  and  support 
of  both  American  Brotherhood  Week 
and  the  War  Orphans  of  Greece  ap- 
peal. 

Kirsch  is  co-chairman  of  the 
Brotherhood  campaign  along  with 
Fred  Wehrenberg:,  MPTOA  prexy, 
Ted  Gamble,  ATA  chairman,  and 
Spyros  P.  Skouras. 


Berlin's  Brotherhood  Song 
Short  To  Be  Used  Natlly 


As  a  special  feature  for  American 
Brotherhood  Week,  February  16-23, 
Skouras  Metropolitan  theaters  will 
show  a  song  trailer  of  Irving  Ber- 
lin's "Help  Me  to  Help  My  Neigh- 
bor," the  .official  song  written  for 
the  NCCJ.  It  also  has  been  planned 
to  make  this  short  available  to  the- 
aters throughout  the  country  via 
National  Screen  Service. 


Four  District  Sales 
Conferences  (or  UA 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
be  held  in  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh, 
Paso  and  Chicago.  District  ma 
agers,  branch  managers  and  s 
salesmen  from  each  branch  will  a 
tend.  The  executive  contingent_w 
be  headed  by  Prexy  Edward 
tery,  who  with  Sears  and 
will  appear  at  one  session  of  tl1 
four-day  meetings  in  each  instance 

The  Buffalo  meeting  will  touch  c 
proceedings  when  the  sales  staffs  < 
the  New  York-Buffalo,  Canadian  ai 
New  England  districts  convene  ; 
the  Statler  Hotel  on  Feb.  22-25.  Tl 
branches  comprising  these  distriq 
are  New  York,  Buffalo,  New  Have 
Boston,  Toronto,  Montreal,  Winnipe 
Calgary,  St.  John  and  Vancouvc 
branches.  Edward  M.  Schnitzt 
Eastern  sales  manager,  will  presic 
with  district  managers  Jack  Ell 
and  Clayton  Eastman,  and  Canadk 
manager  Charles  S.  Chaplin  assisi 
ing.  Accompanying  Schnitzer  wi 
be  his  assistant,  Abe  Dickstein. 

The  following  week,  two  meetinf 
will  be  held  simultaneously  on  Fe 
27-March  2  in  Pittsburgh  and  1 
Paso.  Schnitzer  again  will  presk 
over  the  Pittsburgh  meeting  at  tl 
William  Penn  Hotel  and  will  be  a: 
sisted  by  district  managers  Mark  I 
Silver  and  Moe  Dudelson.  The  sessic 
combines  the  Pennsylvania- Washing 
ton  and  the  Central  districts  cove:' 
ing  the  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  D< 
troit,  Pittsburgh,  Washington  an 
Philadelphia  branches. 

The  El  Paso  meeting  combines  tr. 
Southern  and  Western  districts  ui 
der  district  managers  Fred  M.  Jac 
and  W.  E.  Callaway,  respective!;' 
who  will  assist  Maury  Orr,  Wester 
sales  manager,  in  supervising  th 
session.  The  branches  represented  ir 
elude  Atlanta,  New  Orleans,  Chai 
lotte,  Dallas,  Portland,  Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco,  Seattle,  Denver  an 
Salt  Lake  City. 

The  final  meeting  will  take  plac 
in  Chicago  March  6-9  for  the  Mid, 
west  and  Prairie  districts  under  Ru 
Lohrenz  and  C.  W.  Allen,  with  Or 
again  presiding.  The  branches  rep 
resented  include  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
Minneapolis,  Indianapolis,  St.  Louis 
Kansas  City  and  Omaha. 

Aside  from  a  discussion  of  sale 
policy,  the  most  important  matte 
on  the  agenda  will  be  the  screenin; 
of  10  completed  pictures  on  UA' 
current  schedule. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Dunbar-Dunbar 

Detroit — Robert  Dunbar,  Warner: 

branch    manager,    was    married    t< 

Mary  Dunbar,  formerly  a  secretary 

in  Paramount's  Pittsburgh  office. 


Shilling-Hurless 
Cleveland,  O.  —  Irene  Shilling 
M-G-M  receptionist,  was  married  t(, 
Walter  Hurless. 
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It  is  Now   In  Work 


The    Film    Daily 


Year  Book  of  1947 
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Over    1000    Pages 


Completely  Covering 
The  Motion  Picture 
Industry  1  And  All 


of    Its    Branches 
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"Outlaw"  Questions 
Local  Over  State  Law 

(Continued   from   Page    1) 

Fielding    and    Police    Commissioner 
Arthur  W.  Wallander. 

Former  Governor  Charles  E.  Po- 
letti,  representing  plaintiff  Hughes, 
argued  that  since  the  film  was 
licensed  hy  State  Board  of  Educa- 
tion's Motion  Picture  Division,  such 
a  license  is  conclusive  on  the  sub- 
ject of  decency;  license  commissioner 
lacks  legal  right  to  revoke  motion 
picture  theater  licenses,  or  to 
threaten  to  do  so  on  the  basis  of 
his  opinion  that  the  film  is  indecent 
or  immoral. 

Poletti  pleaded,  "I  tell  you,  your 
honor,  this  Comissioner  Benjamin 
Fielding  is  invading  a  very  import- 
ant field  of  liberty  by  setting  himself 
up  as  a  super-censor.  He  is  creating 
confusion,  chaos  and  uncertainty  and 
destroying  property  rights  when  a 
citizen  obtains  a  license  from  a 
sovereign  state  to  exhibit  a  film,  it  is 
unthinkable  that  any  policeman  or 
license  commissioner  can  come  in 
and  say,  'Look  here,  I  don't  like  that 
picture.  It's  indecent  and  salacious, 
and  I'm  going  to  revoke  your 
license'." 

Is  State  Licensee  Protected? 

Poletti  summed  up  Hughes'  case: 
"Whole  question  is  whether  the  de- 
fendants have  the  powers  they  as- 
sert thev  possess  under  the  adminis- 
trative and  penal  codes  to  prosecute 
and  punish  the  exhibitor  of  a  pic- 
ture which  has  been  licensed  by  the 
State." 

Defendants  countered  with  the 
question:  Whether  a  court  of  equity 
in  an  action  for  a  declaratory  judg- 
ment can  enjoin  law  enforcement 
agencies  of  the  city  from  enforcing 
the  penal  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Commissioners  Fielding  and  Wal- 
lander were  represented  by  Assistant 
Corporation  Counsels  Daniel  Rosen 
and  Charles  F.  Preusse.  Lawyers  for 
the  defense  pointed  out  that  the 
mere  obtaining  of  a  license  for  a  film 
does  not  carry  with  it  any  immunity 
from  prosecution  under  the  penal 
code.  They  contended  that  Fielding 
is  acting  within  the  scope  of  his 
powers  in  proceeding  against  any  ex- 
hibitor of  any  film  which  offends 
decency  or  morality. 

N.  Y.  Theaters  to  File  Brief 

Justice  Shientag  permitted  the 
League  of  New  York  Theaters  to 
file  a  brief  as  amicus  curiae.   Issues 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


FEflimE  TOUCH 


MARGUERITE  MUSE,  Twentieth  -  Fox  billing 
clerk,    Charlotte,    N.    C. 

SARA  PROCTOR,  contract  department,  Twenti- 
eth-Fox, Charlotte,   N.  C. 

ELLEN  NICKLAS,  Theater  Booking  Service  of- 
fice  secretary,    Charlotte,    N.    C. 

GERTRUDE  TRACY,  formerly  with  Loew's, 
Cleveland,  to  manager  of  Van  Dyke  The- 
ater, Detroit. 

SHIRLEY  SHAFER,  general  clerk,  Columbia, 
Minneapolis. 

SYBIL  HARRIS,  bookers'  secretary,  M-G-M,  Min- 
neapolis. 


"Jumping  Jacks" 

Paramount  9'/2  Mins. 

For  Sports  Enthusiasts 

Grantland  Rice  focuses  on  the 
Lone  Star  state  of  Texas  and  comes 
up  with  some  popular  sports  figures 
such  as  Byron  Nelson  and  Ben  Ho- 
gan,  golf  champions;  Babe  Didrick- 
son,  all-round  woman  champion; 
Eddie  Dyer,  Cardinal's  baseball 
member;  and  "Assault,"  bred  and 
raised  there  to  win  the  title  of  out- 
standing race  horse  of  '46.  Also  pic- 
tured are  Charlie  Pond  from  the  Dal- 
las Athletic  Club  and  a  group  of 
teen-age  youngsters  which  he  trains 
in  the  delicate  art  of  tumbling.  They 
perform  flip-flop,  single  and  double 
somersaults,  in  normal  and  slow  mo- 
tion camera.  Good  fare  for  sports 
enthusiasts. 


SERIALS 


"Sleepy  Time  Donald" 

RKO  7  Mins. 

Outstanding 

Donald  Duck,  suddenly  rises  out  of 
bed,  puts  a  boot  on  his  head  instead 
of  a  hat,  and  starts  out  for  Daisy's 
house.  He  awakens  her  and  she 
realizes  he  is  sleep-walking  and 
shouldn't  be  awakened  suddenly.  In 
her  efforts  not  to  disturb  him  she  is 
forced  to  do  all  sorts  of  queer  things 
such  as  covering  a  manhole  with  her 
body  so  that  Donald  won't  fall  in. 
This  one  really  has  an  abundance  of 
laughs  plus  an  air  of  fantasy  that 
makes  it  outstanding. 

"Radio,  Take   It  Away" 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

Very  Good 

Satirizing  radio  quiz  shows,  this 
footage  presents  such  programs  as 
"Beat  Your  Brains  Out"  and  "It 
Could  Be  Worse,"  along  with  the 
people  who  conduct  and  attend  them. 
Zany  antics  are  the  order  of  the  day 
with  everybody  turning  in  laugh- 
getting  performances. 

involved,  the  League  pointed  out, 
were  not  only  a  matter  of  private 
concern  to  exhibitors  and  producers 
but  also  of  vital  importance  to  the 
public.  Property  rights  were  in- 
volved, the  League  added;  also,  mo- 
tion picture  production  was  placed 
in  jeopardy  of  destruction  by  the 
e,x  parte  decision  of  an  administra- 
tive officer  whose  orders  are  not  sub- 
ject to  review  by  appeal. 

"Censorship  system  established  by 
Article  43  of  the  Education  Law," 
the  League  argued,  "should  not  be 
scuttled  by  the  self-designation  of  a 
one-man  board  of  censors  by  either 
the  license  commissioner  or  police 
commissioner  of  the  City  of  New 
York."_ 

Justice  Shientag  took  under  ad- 
visement a  motion  by  Hughes'  at- 
torneys which  seeks  dismissal  of  the 
defense  which  contends  that  the 
license  and  police  commissioners 
have  legal  right  and  authority  to 
censor  or  interfere  with  the  showing 
of  "The  Outlaw"  in  New  York  City. 
He  indicated  he  would  rule  on  the 
questions  of  law  involved. 


"Jack  Armstrong" 

(The  All-American  Boy) 

Columbia  15  Chapters 

Should  Draw  'Em  In 

Adopted  from  the  radio  feature, 
this  will  probably  have  a  terrific  fol- 
lowing based  on  its  name  alone.  The 
story,  up  to  date  and  better  than 
most,  concerns  Jack,  his  two  friends, 
Betty  and  Bill,  and  their  uncle  Jim, 
who  owns  an  aviation  company  which 
develops  atom-powered  motors. 
Betty,  incidentally,  is  the  former 
Miss  America,  Rosemary  LaPlanche. 
Through  the  chief  scientist  of  the 
aviation  plant  they  become  involved 
in  a  plot  to  develop  a  cosmic  beam 
gun  and  a  death  ray  machine  to 
dominate  the  world.  The  chase  leads 
to  a  secret  island  where  they  win 
over  the  natives  and  finally  destroy 
the  evil  machines  and  makers.  Chap- 
ter titles  such  as  "Island  of  Decep- 
tion," "Tunnels  of  Treachery,"  "Cav- 
ern of  Chance"  and  "Grotto  of 
Greed"  should  stir  interest  and  an- 
ticipation. Will  undoubtedly  draw  a 
large  juvenile  following  and  is  cap- 
able of  entertaining  adults  as  well. 

"Follow  That  Music" 

(No.  2^ 
RKO  18  Mins. 

Plenty  of  Jive 
Gene  Krupa  leaves  a  small-town 
radio  station  and  takes  his  band  to 
New  York,  sure  of  success,  but  tells 
his  vocalist,  who  is  also  his  fiancee, 
that  he  will  send  for  her  as  soon  as 
they  land  a  spot.  She  isn't  sent  for 
because  the  only  spot  they  land  is  as 
waiters  in  the  lavish  Club  "50." 
Meanwhile,  the  girl  is  discovered  and 
brought  to  N.  Y.  to  sing  at  the  same 
place.  When  the  boys  see  her  walk 
in  they  make  like  they're  the  regular 
band.  The  customers  like  it  but  the 
boss  doesn't.  They  are  re-hired  the 
next  day,  this  time  as  a  band,  and  all 
start  an  extended  run  at  the  Club 
"50."  Some  rough  spots  but  plenty 
of  jive  and  jazz. 


"A  Really  Important  Person" 

M-G-M  10  Mins. 

Pleasant 

John  Nesbitt's  Passing  Parade 
phrases  a  moral  in  the  tale  of  a  boy 
scheduled  to  write  an  essay  on  an 
important  person;  of  his  search,  and 
finally  his  decision,  that  his  father, 
who  stood  for  law  and  order  and  was 
truly  a  friend  and  servant  of  the 
people  was  to  him  the  most  im- 
portant person  in  the  world.  Tender 
and  pleasant. 

Mrs.  Maxwell  Kilvert  Dead 

Winter  Park,  Fla. — Mrs.  Maxwell 
A.  Kilvert,  playwright,  who  wrote 
"The  Cat  and  the  Canary"  and  other 
stage  hits,  died  here  in  her  71st 
year.  Last  week  she  received  the 
Cervantes  Medal  for  distinguished 
contribution  to  Hispanic  understand- 
ing.   She  is  survived  by  her  husband. 


(heck  on  Checkers, 
Cincy  Indies'  Idea 


•  Continued   from   Page   1) 
tion  of  checkers  in  the  CR  introduc 
tory  letters. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Cincy  CR  office, 
the  local  indies'  association  also  says: 

"We  also  feel  that  a  list  of  ali 
employes  of  Confidential  Re^T'is 
should  be  turned  over  to  our  or^'V 
zation  to  be  submitted  to  a  bondings 
company.  CR  insists  in  their  con- 
tracts that  their  employes  have  the 
right  to  enter  the  theater  box  office. 
Why  should  a  theater  owner  be 
forced  to  admit  a  perfect  stranger, 
about  whom  he  knows  nothing,  to  his 
box  office  where  the  cash  money  is' 
kept? 

"We  also  insist,  and  do  not  request, 
that  your  agent  leave  a  signed  copy 
of  the  report  he  has  the  theater  man- 
ager sign,  with  the  theater  man- 
ager." 

The  GCIE  has  devoted  several  re- 
cent meetings  to  the  checking  situa- 
tion. 

"We  feel  that  it  would  be  a  simple 
matter  to  send  a  checker  who  lived 
in  the  Western  part  of  the  city  to 
check  a  theater  in  the  Eastern  part, 
and  vice  versa,"  says  Huss.  "The 
evils  of  the  use  of  local  checkers  in 
small  towns,  of  checkers  living  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  suburban 
houses  are  obvious.  You  might  as 
well  publish  the  figures  of  your  busi- 
ness in  the  local  papers." 


Playwright  Files  Title 
Switch  Suit  Vs.  Loew's 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
play  has  been  produced  throughout 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada  since  1928. 

Mrs.  Ehlert  charges  the  de- 
fendant approached  her  to  acquire 
rights  to  her  work.  She  was  re- 
quested to  extend  it  to  a  full-length 
feature.  After  she  had  complied,  the 
company  released  a  film  with  the 
same  title  and  a  different  story.  She 
alleges  the  defendant  traded  upon  the 
widespread  publicity  of  her  play  and 
deceived  the  public  into  believing  it 
to  be  a  screen  treatment. 


CHARTERED 


WESTSIDE  DRIVE-IN  THEATER,  INC.,  Flint, 
Mich.,  theaters.  Capital  1,000  shares,  no  par 
at  $1,  assets  $1,000.    Incorporated    in   Michigan. 

MAGNUS  INTERNATIONAL  CORP.,  New  York 
City,  with  100  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
shares  subscribed,  to  import-export  motion  pic- 
tures. Incorporated  at  Albany  by  George  Jel- 
linek,  Joseph  R.  Arias,  Henry  R.  Arias. 

ART  HISTORIC  FILMS,  INC.,  New  York  City, 
200  shares  no  par  value,  three  shares  sub- 
scribed, to  deal  in  motion  picture  films.  In- 
corporated at  Albany,  by  Anna  I.  Westerholm, 
Stanley    E.    Springer,    Mae    Beverly. 

LEV-DA,  New  York  City,  capital,  100  shares 
no  par  Value,  three  shares  subscribed,  exhibit 
motion  pictures.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Ida 
Levay,   Morris   Kelter,    Morris   Bailinson. 

TUDOR  THEATER  CORP.,  New  York  City, 
capital,  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
shares  subscribed,  operate  theater.  Incorpo- 
rated at  Albany  by  Abraham  I.  Nelson,  Beatrice 
S.  Parrish,  Hyman  Rich. 


M.  F.  Production  Di s 

28  W.  44th  St.  21st  floor 

New  York   N.  Y. 


The  Dally  Newspaper 
Oi  Motion  Pictures 
Twenty -Eight  Years  Old 
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Competitive  Bidding  Up  to  Exhib.,  Says  D  of  I 


lov't  Takes  Position  That 
Vas  "Clearly  the  Inten- 
on"  of  Statutory  Court 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 
ashington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Invocation  of 
Dmpetitive  bidding  is  a  pre- 
)gative  of  the  exhibitor,  the 
apartment   of  Justice   said  yester- 

While  admitting  that  language  of 
;ie  New  York  Statutory  Court  is 
nflicting,  Department  spokesmen 
clared  that  it  is  the  Government's 
union  that  it  was  "clearly  the  in- 
( Continued  on   Page  6) 


rend  Towards  Fad 
1  Promotion— Wever 


Under  the  impact  of  competition's 
turn  to  the  American  market,  with 
r!'th  consumers  and  advertisers  be- 
ming  more  selective  again,  there  is 
"belated  trend  toward  sanity,  ma- 
rity  and  fact"  in  promotion,  George 
;.  Wever,  promotion  director  of  Life 
agazine  told  an  Ampa  luncheon 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


rtkino  Will  Distribute 
3  Soviet  Pix  This  Year 


Artkino,  distributor  of  Russian 
«ns  in  America,  yesterday  an- 
unced  that  20  pix  are  scheduled 
r  release  this  year. 
Sergei  Eisenstein's  "Ivan  the  Ter- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Three  More  Film 
Festivals  in  Europe 

Paris  (By  Air  Mail)— With  Film 
Festivals  already  announced  for 
Cannes  and  Brussels,  three  more  are 
now  scheduled. 

Swiss  International  Festival  will 
open  Aug.  21  in  Locarno,  with  a 
Basle  Film  Week  to  open  Sept.  1 
and   actually  extend  until  the   15th. 

The  Venice  Biennial  Film  Festival 
will  be  held  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber, it  is  indicated. 


Music  ff all  Books  "Great  Expectations" 

As  First  English  Pix  Offering  Since  '39 

The  first  English  film  to  play  there  since  1939,  J.  Arthur  Rank's  Cineguild 
production,  "Great  Expectations,"  will  have  its  U.  S.  premiere  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall  in  the  late  Spring,  it  was  announced  yesterday  by  Gus  S.  Eyssell. 
Broking  deal  was  made  with  Universal,  which  is  distributing  the  new  film  ver- 
sion of  the  Dickens  classic  on  this  side. 


Senary  Takes  Over 
RKO  Production  Post 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Settlement  of  Dore 
Schary's    contract    with    Vanguard 
Films,  thus  clearing  the  way  for  the 
activating   of   his 
five-year   deal 
with  RKO  Radio, 
was  announced 
yesterday. 

Final  arrange- 
ments  were 
worked  out  by 
Daniel  T.  O'Shea, 
Vanguard's  prexy, 
and  by  N.  Peter 
Rathvon,  RKO 
Radio  prexy. 

Schary  imme- 
diately assumed 
his  new  duties  as 
executive    vice- 
president     in 
charge  of  RKO-      DORE  SCHARY 
Radio     production.     His     plans     for 
future   production   will   be   disclosed 
shortly. 

Schary's    Vanguard    contract    had 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


PRC  Eyes  Foreign 
Distribution  Field 


With  PRC  now  operating  its  own 
exchanges  in  31  cities,  thus  giving 
the  company  the  status  of  a  national 
distributor,  plans  are  in  work  to 
enter  the  distributing  field  in  Latin 
America,  the  Philippines  and  the  Far 
East,  it  was  disclosed  yesterday  by 
Harry  H.  Thomas,  president  and 
general  sales  manager. 

Purchase  by  PRC  of  the  remaining 
two  franchises  outstanding,  those  in 
Seattle  and  Portland,  from  Lloyd  V. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Jurisdictional  Strike  Ban 
By  Congress  Seen  Certain 


Washington    Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Failure  of  the  AFL 
Executive  Council  to  take  affirmative 
action  on  the  Hollywood  and  other 
jurisdictional  strikes  is  certain  to 
lead  to  Congressional  legislation  out- 
lawing such  disputes,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

Prior  to  the  AFL  meeting  in 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Foreign  Trade  Vital— Johnston 

Warns  Loss  is  Economic  Chaos  in  U.S. 


Tohnston  Calls  Gardner 
Death  "National  Tragedy' 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Death  yesterday  in 
New  York  of  0.  Max  Gardner,  newly 
appointed  ambassador  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, was  termed  a  "national  tragedy" 
by  MPAA  President  Eric  A.  John- 
ston. 

On  Wednesday  Johnston  tendered 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Stressing  that  loss 
of  foreign  trade  would  mean  "eco- 
nomic chaos"  for  the  United  States, 
MPAA  President  Eric  A.  Johnston 
yesterday  reiterated  his  firm  back- 
ing of  the  reciprocal  trade  program. 

Johnston's  views  were  given  to  the 
Committee  for  Reciprocity  Informa- 
tion, which  is  winding  up  hearings 
on  the  question. 

"The    American    motion    pic- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Challenges  Block  Booking 
Ban  and  Court's  Power  to 
Establish  Auction  Selling 

Challenging  the  Statutory 
Court's  interpretation  and  ban- 
ning of  ''block-booking,"  and  its 
power  to  establish  a  system  of  auc- 
tion selling  for  the  motion  picture 
industry,  Columbia,  through  its  at- 
torney Louis  Frohlich,  yesterday 
filed  a  petition  for  appeal  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  of  the  Dec.  31 
findings,  conclusions  and  decree. 

In  a  supporting  statement  accom- 
panying    the     petition,     Columbia 
raised  the  following  substantial  ques- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Mass.  Exhibs.  Create 
Law  Vigilante  Group 

Boston — A  Motion  Picture  Co-or- 
dinating Committee,  to  perform  vig- 
ilance duty  in  all  Massachusetts  leg- 
islation matters  pertaining  to  the 
film  industry  has  been  created  fol- 
lowing a  meeting  yesterday  of  50 
circuit  heads  and  exhibitors  called 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Museum  of  Modern  Art  to 
Host  Fed.  of  Film  Archives 


When  the  International  Federation 
of  Film  Archives  holds  its  fourth  an- 
nual conference  in  New  York  next 
October,  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art 
Film  Library  will  act  as  host. 

Iris  Barry,  director  of  the  Mu- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Excise  Tax  Passed  Bg 
Com.,  Now  To  Senate 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Senate  Finance 
Committee  yesterday  unanimously 
passed  a  House  bill  extending  in- 
definitely excise  taxes,  including 
theater  admissions  levy.  There  ap- 
peared little  doubt  that  the  bill 
would  be  passed  by  the  full  Senate, 
although  an  amendment  on  furs  may 
be  offered.  The  bill  already  has  been 
passed  by  the  House. 
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Birthdays    

Gaynor  Funeral  Today 

Chicago — Funeral  services  will  be 
held  today  for  Frank  J.  Gaynor,  of 
the  Belmont  Theater. 


comino  prd  goiiig 


S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  RKO  Radio  ad-pub- 
licity director,  leaves  today  for  Hollywood  to 
confer  with  studio  officials  on  forthcoming 
product.   He  will   be  gone  about  three  weeks. 

WILLIAM  J.  HEINEMAN,  general  sales  man- 
ager for  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  unit  of  U-l  is 
in  Chicago.  B.  G.  KRANZE,  assistant  general 
sales   manager,   same  outfit,   is  visiting   Detroit. 

HARRY  MARCUS,  of  the  Republic  Interna- 
tional  force,   is   back,  af tec  a    lengthy   illness. 

HARRY  SEED,  Warners'  district  manager,  is 
at   the    Minneapolis   exchange. 

ALLEN  USHER,  Paramount  district  manager, 
is  at  the   Minneapolis  exchange. 

WILLIAM  A.  SCULLY,  JOHN  JOSEPH  and 
MAURICE  A.  BERGMAN,  Universal  execs.,  ar- 
rive  in    New   York   Monday   from   Chicago. 

ARTHUR  SACHSON,  general  sales  manager 
for  Samuel  Goldwyn  Prods.,  left  yesterday  by 
train  for  Hollywood  for  studio  conferences.  He 
will   be  away  from   New  York  about   10  days. 

LEW  MAREN,  United  Artists  field  man,  is  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  with  WILLARD  COGHLAN  of 
the  Northwest  territory  pinchhitting  in  Frisco 
in    his   absence. 

DANE  CLARK  arrives  in  New  York  today  by 
plane   from    the   Coast. 

AUGUSTE  PINERO,  of  the  Pinero  circuit  of 
the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  visited  San  Francisco 
this   week. 

BERT  SCHOONMAKER,  Toledo  theater  owner 
and  his  wife  left  Wednesday  for  a  month's 
vacation  in  Acapulco,  Mexico,  with  a  stop— over 
in   New  Orleans. 


Randforce  Ups  Alper 
To  District  Manager 

Emanuel  Frisch,  Randforce  execu- 
tive in  charge  of  theater  operations, 
announced  yesterday  that  Murray 
Alper,  manager  of  the  Meserole, 
Brooklyn,  had  been  promoted  to  the 
oosition  of  district  manager  of  the 
Richmond  Hill  district.  He  will  make 
his  new  headquarters  at  the  Lefferts 
Theater  and  will  function  under  the 
supervision  of  Harry  Davey,  division 
manager.  John  La  Barbara,  present 
manager  of  the  Lefferts,  will  move 
over  to  the  Meserole  in  the  place  of 
Alper. 


Steve  Brener  is  Named 
Reade  Ad-Pub  Director 


Walter  Reade  Theaters  have  set  up 
a  home  office  publicity  and  advertis- 
ing department,  under  the  direction 
of  Stephen  W.  Brener,  formerly  pub- 
licity director.  New  department  will 
handle  trade  and  local  publicity  for 
the  circuit  as  well  as  advertising  and 
exploitation  campaigns  for  all  Reade 
theaters. 


Korda's  London  Film  in 
Danish  Distribution  Deal 


Copenhagen  (By  Cable) — Sir  Alex- 
ander Korda's  London  Film  Prods., 
Ltd.  has  closed  a  distribution  deal 
with  Constantin  Film.  First  Korda 
pic,  "The  Return  of  the  Red  Pimper- 
nel," will  open  at  the  Rialto  here 
about  the  15th. 


Boris  Oleary  Dead 

Chicago — Boris  M.  O'Leary,  owner 
of  the  Joyland  Theater,  is  dead.  His 
wife,  who  survives  him,  will  continue 
managing  the  theater. 


HAROLD  LLOYD  has  arrived  in  Miami  for 
the  mid-term  conference  of  the  Shrine,  of 
which  he  is  imperial  assistant  rabban.  When 
the  divan  adjourns  he  will  go  to  New  Orleans 
to  attend  the  Mardi  Gras,  then  return  to  Miami 
to  attend  the  premiere  of  "The  Sin  of  Harold 
Diddlebock." 

VERA  CASPARY,  author  of  "Laura,"  "Bedelia" 
and  "Out  of  the  Blue"  arrived  here  from  the 
Coast  yesterday  for  newspaper  and  radio  in- 
terviews, and  will   return  Sunday. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR  and  his  actress-wife  BAR- 
BARA STANWYCK  are  in   New  York. 

LLOYD  LAMB,  PRC  v.-p.  and  assistant  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  left  for  Toronto  last  night 
to  confab  with  franchise  holders  Harry  Allen 
and   Nat  Taylor. 

CURTIS  MITCHELL,  Paramount's  national  di- 
rector of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploita- 
tion, is  back  from  production  conferences  held 
on  the  Coast  last  week. 

ALBERT  CORNFIELD,  supervisor  of  foreign 
sales  for  20th-Fox  Int'l,  will  leave  over  the 
week-end  on  a  month's  Latin-American  tour 
visiting  Caracas,  San  Juan,  Havana,  and  Mex- 
ico  City. 

HAROLD  VERMILYEA,  Broadway  actor,  has 
arrived  in  Hollywood  from  New  York  to  start 
his  long-term  contract  at  Paramount,  his  first 
with   a   film   studio. 

JULES  LEVEY,  UA  indie  producer,  has  arrived 
in  New  York  from  Hollywood  for  sales  confer- 
ences on  "New  Orleans."  Levey  expects  to  re- 
main here  for  three  weeks. 

HARRY  SHERMAN   is  in  Salt   Lake  City. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIl 
Hollywood  —  Twentieth-Fox  p: 
duction  costs  for  the  coming  ye 
will  be  "adjustable  to  scope  of  ea 
individual  story,"  was  the  an~"un< 
ment  following  conferences  °™1 
production  policies  by  Hpyi 
Skouras,  Darryl  Zanuck  and  Jose 
Schenck. 

Statement  added  that  "studio,  i 
the  coming  year,  will  operate  wi 
no  specific  over-all  budget"  ...  as 
the  case  of  "Forever  Amber,"  "Ca 
tain  Castile,"  "Gentleman's  Agr« 
ment"  and  "The  Foxes  of  Harrow 
The  company  will  apply  this  pi 
to  some  20  big  dramas  and  musics 
it  will  make  in  the  coming  year. 


Lewis  Blumberg  Named 
Ass't  Sales  Mgr.  for  Prestige 

Appointment  of  Lewis  Blumberg 
as  assistant  general  sales  manager 
of  the  Prestige  Pictures  department 
of  Universal  was  announced  yester- 
day by  L.  J.  McGinley,  Prestige's 
general  sales  manager. 

Blumberg  started  in  film  biz  about 
10  years  ago  with  Skouras  Theaters. 
During  1942-43  he  served  in  the  Uni- 
versal studios  and  after  military 
service  re-joined  Universal.  During 
the  past  few  months  he  has  been 
stationed  in  the  Los  Angeles  branch 
learning  all  phases  of  distribution. 


Minsky  Leaves  20th-Fox; 
Bill  Graham  Takes  Over 


Howard  Minsky  has  resigned  as 
20th-Fox  manager  in  Buffalo.  Wil- 
liam J.  Kupper,  general  sales  man- 
ager, has  announced  the  appointment 
of  William  A.  Graham  as  acting 
branch  manager. 


20th-Fox  Production  Costs 
To  Work  on  Elastic  Budg< 


'The  Pic  Must  Go  On!' 
Team-work  Does  It!  ! 


Super-duper  teamwork  of  spotte: 
translators,  optical  men,  customs  oi 
cials,  airlines  and  Massce-Barne 
helped  Foreign  Screen  Corp.'s  Cub; 
affiliate  meet  a  booking  deadline. 

"This  Man  Is  Dangerous,"  a  Jam 
Mason  pic,  had  been  promised  f 
this  week's  showing  in  Havana's  E 
canto  Theater.  Deal  was  close 
Later,  distrib.  discovered  print  hi 
not  yet  been  received  in  New  Yor 

By  the  next  day  a  dupe  negatr 
was   flown   from    Shannon,   Eire, 
New  York,  and  then  the  team  swui 
into   action.    Pic   was  ready  as  P' 
contract. 


Vogel  Names  Crouch 
As  Barron's  Assistant 


Orville  Crouch,  manager,  Loew 
State,  St.  Louis,  has  been  named  a 
sistant  to  Carter  Barron  in  Loew 
Eastern  division  by  Joseph  R.  Voge 
vice-president  in  charge  of  Loew 
Theaters.  Crouch  succeeds  Mart: 
Burnett,  who  becomes  Mid-wester 
division  manager. 

The  St.  Louis  post  will  be  assume 
by  Russ  Bovim,  now  manager  ( 
Loew's  Midland,  Kansas  City.  Hov~ 
ard  Burkhardt  of  Loew's  Stat 
Cleveland,  will  move  to  the  Kansr 
City  spot.  He  will  be  succeeded  b 
Maurice  Drucker,  now  manager 
Loew's  Ohio,  Cleveland. 


DON'T  SIGN  until  you  first  learn  about  Filmack's 
New  Prevue  Trailer  Service  —  ready  NOW!  Write, 
wire,  phone  Filmack.  1322  S.  Wabash,  Chicago  5,  111. 


May,  February  7,  1947 
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chary  Takes  Over 
KO  Production  Post 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

out  10  months  to  run.    Deal  with 
O— as    announced    originally    on 

.VilTiam  J.  Fadiman,  who  has  re- 
jitly  resigned  as  the  head  of  the 
■G-M  Story  Department,  has  been 
;ned  by  RKO  Radio  as  executive 
distant  to  Dore  Schary,  executive 
'  le-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
n  for  RKO.  Fadiman  not  only  will 
•rk  with  Schary  as  executive  aide 
t  will  be  in  charge  of  all  stories 
d  writers.  He  will  report  to  studio 
arch  1. 


ank's  Jeapes  to  Visit 
Dchester,  Chi.,  Coast 

Though  this  is  his  first  trip  in  six 
ars,  Clifford  Jeapes,  director  of  J. 
I'thur  Rank  British  Pictorial  Pro- 
ictions  and  Film  Laboratories,  Inc., 
11  only  stay  here  until  Feb.  20. 
Jeapes,  who  is  also  prexy  of  the 
.boratory  Association  of  England, 
ins  to  visit  Rochester,  Chicago  and 
>llywood  to  confab  with  American 
clinicians  on  newsreel  and  lab- 
:atory  problems. 

Jeapes  also  heads  the  British  ver- 
tn  of  Universal  News,  as  well  as 
3  shorts  subjects  department.  He 
noted  for  the  invention  of  a  mul- 
jtle  printing  machine  which  de- 
lops  45,000  feet  of  film  in  one  hour 
pm  one  negative  with  one  light. 
'.  also  has  other  motion  picture 
tents  to  his  credit. 


ietro  Sales  Execs.  Back 
*om  Windy  City  Parley 


7MJG-M's  home  office  contingent 
.iich  attended  the  Chicago  meeting 
Sled  by  William  F.  Rodgers,  vice- 
resident  and  general  sales  manager, 
spurned  to  New  York  yesterday. 
Rodgers  has  gone  on  to  the  Coast 
Jaere  he  will  spend  the  next  few 
teks  looking  over  new  product  at 
la  studios. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETII1GS  TO: 


Feb. 
Fred  F.  DeSilva 
Edward   Nugent 
Buster  Crabbe 

Stephen 
Feb. 
Samuel  J.  Briskin 
Howard  Jackson 
Hallam  Cooley 
Walter    Klinger 
Lana   Turner 
Heather   Angel 
A 


Ronald  Colman 

Phil    Zuinn 

L.  Virgil   Hart 

Lyle  Talbot 

Kathryn  Grayson 


J. 

Feb 


Paul    Guertzman 
Fred    Stanley 
Andrew  S.  McCarl,  Jr. 
Crane 
8 

King   Vidor 

Louis  Morrison 

Billy    Dooley 

Roger  Williams 

John  G.   Kemptgen 

Mildred    Law 
Dash 
,9 

James  Murray 

Joe  King 

Lee  J.  Goldberg 

Lon  Chaney,  Jr. 

Joel    Svenson 


">M  PHIL  M.  DALY 


▼  T  ▼ 

Week-end  Report 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  The  sudden,  dramatic  passing  oi  O.  Max 
Gardner,  American  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain  here  yesterday  morn- 
ing, on  the  eve  oi  his  scheduled  sailing  for  London,  came  as  a  majOi 
shock  to  film  industry  toppers  who  lunched  with  him  Wednesday  noon 

at  the  Waldorf   as   guests  of  MP  A  A   President  Eric   A.   Johnston 

Gardner,  fully  informed  of  the  situation  confronting  the  American  in- 
dustry in  Britain,  was  known  to  be  sympatheitc  to  the  industry  view- 
point, and  was  regarded  as  a  warm  friend  of  the  U.  S.  trade.  .  .  . 

•  Ernest  Schwartz,  serving  his  14th  successive  year  as  president  of  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibitors'  Association,  has  a  new  Buick  auto, 
presented  by  the  membership  as  a  token  of  the  appreciation  for  his  long 
service.  ...  •  The  Press  Photographers  Association  of  New  York  an- 
nual entertainment  and  dance  at  the.  Waldorf-Astoria  tonight  is  a  com- 
plete sellout,  and  no  standees  will  be  permitted.  ...  •  Norman  B. 
Stanton  has  left  McGraw-Hill  to  join  Florez,  Inc.,  of  Detroit,  as  editorial 
manager.  ...  •  Steve  Broidy  has  launched  Monogram's  16th  annivers- 
ary drive  for  new  sales  and  billings Drive  closes  June  27 ..... . 


•      •      •     PERSONAL  MEMO  TO  LOU  LIFTON:     You're  right 

ab-so-lute-ly  right In  Allied  Artists'  "It  Happened  on  Fifth  Ave- 
nue," Monogram  has  as  sweet  a  piece  of  cinematic  entertainment  as  any 
exhib.,  any  audience,  could  ask It  could  grace  any  major's  pro- 
gram  The  New  York  preview  audience  obviously  enjoyed  it  hugely, 

and  it's  a  genuine  pleasure  to  underscore  what  Your  Favorite  Industry 
Newspaper's  critic  has  to  say 


•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  When  20th-Fox  re-issues  "Alexander's 
Ragtime  Band."  probably  in  the  Spring,  it  will  receive  the  greatest  pro- 
motional build-up  ever  accorded  a  re-issue And  here's  a  predic- 
tion: the  re-issue  will  reap  a  golden  harvest  at  the  box  office.  ... 

•  Congrats  to  Lou  Brager,  Warners  home  office  real  estate  department 
exec,  on  his  25th  anniversary  of  continuous  service  with  that  company.  . . 
^  A  new  Walt  Disney  cartoon  character,  Terry  Turtle,  bows  in,  with 
the  release  of  "Pluto's  Housewarming".  ...  •  Greater  Miami  March 
of  Dimes  audience  collections  will  hit  approximately  $35,000,  which 
could  be  a  high  for  the  campaign.  ...  •  Edward  R.  Evans,  veteran 
of  RKO-Pathe  News,  is  joining  the  CBS  Television  staff  as  film  supervisor 

at  WCBS-TV .Evans  succeeds  Hans  Burger,  who  has  resigned  to 

take  a  film  post  with  the  United  Nations.  ...  •  Ingrid  Bergman  has 
still  another  award This  time  it's  one  presented  by  Country  Gen- 
tleman Magazine,  following  her  selection  as  the  most  popular  actress 
of  the  nation's  rural  movie  audiences.  ...  9  The  'Frisco  hotel  accom- 
modations situation  is  so  serious  that  Eddie  Sutherland  and  Tom  Fizdale 
had  to  call  off  a  trip  there  because  they  couldn't  get  rooms 


•      •      •     "WHEN  A  FELLER  NEEDS  A  FRIEND."  the  real  ones  can 

be  counted  upon  to  come  through Phil  M  dropped  into  Doctors 

Hospital  and  found  FILM  DAILY'S  Don  Mersereau  cheered  no  end  by  the 
flood  of  flowers,  baskets  of  fruit,  personal  letters   and  telegrams  that 

have  come  from  industry  pals  in  the  wake  of  his  recent  mishap It's 

always  nice  to  be  remembered,  but  it  really  registers  when  you're  help- 
less in  bed 

▼  Y  ▼ 


Brotherhood  Week 
Biggest  in  History 


Participation  in  American  Brother- 
hood Week,  Feb.  16-23,  has  been 
pledged  by  the  Metropolitan  Motion 
Picture  Theaters  Association,  it  was 
announced  by  Fred  J.  Schwartz,  pres- 
ident. Every  theater  in  the  organi- 
zation will  screen  the  David  O.  Selz- 
nick  short,  as  part  of  the  newsreel. 
Schwartz  indicated  this  year's  drive 
will  be  the  greatest  in  NCCJ  history. 

Houses  will  also  utilize  the  trailer 
which  features  "Help  Me  To  Help  My 
Neighbor,"  Irving  Berlin  song. 
Trailer  is  being  made  available  by 
National  Screen  Service  which  is 
also  distributing  pledge  blanks. 

A  committee  composed  of  Gus  S. 
Eyssell,  Bob  Weitman,  Monty  Sal- 
mon, A.  J.  Balaban,  Zeb  Epstein, 
Irving  Lesser  and  Harry  Greenman 
has  been  recruited  to  formulate  cam- 
paign action  in  Broadway  houses.  All 
Broadway  showcases  will  participate 
in  the  movement. 


Artkino  Will  Distribute 
20  Soviet  Pix  This  Year 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 

rible,"  which  for  a  moment  caused 
the  director  to  be  placed  in  the  dog- 
house for  alleged  deviation  from 
Soviet  politico-esthetics,  heads  the 
import  list. 

Three  musicals,  "Glinka,"  "Spring" 
and  "Rossi  Street"  will  lend  variety 
to  such  historical  films  as  "The  Vow," 
"Admiral  Nakimov,"  "Bells  of  the 
Kremlin"  and  "Song  of  Variag." 

Soviet-improved  Agfa  color  pro- 
cess is  used  in  "Life  in  Bloom"  and 
"Siberian  Land." 

Other  films  skedded  for  '47  re- 
lease here  are:  "Our  Heart,"  "The 
Arrow,"  "Young  Guard,"  "Beloved 
Teacher,"  "The  First  Glove,"  "Far 
Away  Bride,"  "Alexander  Metrosov," 
"Dreaded  Weapon,"  "Cradle  of  a 
Poet"  and  "Alimer  Navoy." 

Duke  Int'l  to  Enter 
Foreign  Pix  Distribution 

Duke  International,  export-import 
firm,  has  set  up  a  division  to  handle 
the  American  distribution  of  foreign 
films.  First  offering,  available  in 
April,  will  be  "Voyage  Surprise," 
French  film  comedy.  Same  group 
which  made  "Battle  of  the  Rails," 
also  produced  "Voyage."  Pic  will  be 
preemed  here  simultaneously  with 
Paris  opening. 


Cuban  Gov't  Seizes 
House  in  Labor  Row 

Havana  (Via  Air  Mail)  —  The 
Payret  Theater  has  been  seized  by 
Government  order  due  to  difficulties 
arising  from  a  12-year  old  labor  dis- 
pute. A  court  order  required  the  re- 
instating of  employes  dismissed  12 
years  ago.  The  present  staff  refused 
to  leave.  Problem  has  had  repercus- 
sions in  many  local  houses. 


BUILDS!  BUILDS!  BUILDS!    1 

TO    LONG    RUNS    EVERYWHERE!'  1 


*  Four  smash  weeks  at  Keith's  WASHINGTON! 

*  Now  in  4th  potent  week  at  United  Artists'  DETROIT . . .  and  no  let-up! 

*  First  picture  ever  to  play  2nd  week  at  the  Utah,  SALT  LAKE  CITY! 

*  Now  marathoning  in  4th  big  week  at  MILWAUKEE'S  Riverside! 

*  Now  in  12th  BIRMINGHAM  week  —  4  weeks  at  the  Empire;  8th  week  at 
the  Capitol! 

*  Six  thrilling  CINCINNATI  weeks  — 2  each  at  the  Grand,  the  Shubert,  the 
Lyric! 

*  After  all-time  record  run  at  the  Fox  — three  move-over  weeks  in  Ist-run 
Paramount,  ATLANTA! 

*  Second  week  tops  most  1st  weeks  at  the  Orpheum,  DENVER! 

*  In  CHATTANOOGA  (normal  4-day  town),  one  whole  week  at  the  Tivoli, 
5  more  days  at  the  State! 

*  Three  solid  weeks  in  TOLEDO  —  1  each  at  Rivoli,  Pantheon,  Palace! 

*  Fourteen  full  days  at  the  Georgia  Theatre,  COLUMBUS— where  4  days  is 
normal  run! 

*  Two  outstanding  weeks  at  Orpheum,  MINNEAPOLIS  and  Orpheum, 
ST.  PAUL! 

*  Three  precedent-breaking  weeks  at  the  State,  OKLAHOMA  CITY! 

*  Now  in  2nd  record  week  at  the  Palace,  MEMPHIS,  and  full  steam  ahead! 

*  Three  packed  weeks  at  the  Knickerbocker,  NASHVILLE! 

*  Fifteen  crowded  days  at  the  Orpheum,  DES  MOINES! 
—  So  double  your  playing  time  and  play  safe! 


AMERICAN  BROTHERHOOD  WEEK 
FEBRUARY  16-23 
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TECHNICOLOR 

Based  on  the  Famous  Tales  of 

UNCLE  REMUS 
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Competitive  Bidding 
Exhibs.  Prerogative 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 
tention"  of  the   Court  to  place  this 
bidding  prerogative  in  the  hands  of 
the   exhibitors. 

The  Government  believes  that 
granting  the  defendants   the 
right  to  call  for  competitive  bid- 
ding along  with  the   exhibitors 
would  negate  the  effectiveness  of 
Sec.  8  (A)  of  the  decree,  which 
concerns  licensing  on  a  non-com- 
petitive basis.  This  section  reads: 
"A  license  to  exhibit  each  feature 
released  for  public  exhibition   in   a 
competitive  area  shall  be  offered  to 
the  operator  of  each  theater  in  such 
area   who   desires    to    exhibit   it  on 
some    run    (other    than    that    upon 
which  such  feature  is  to  be  exhibited 
in  the  theater  of  the  licensor)  selected 
by  such  operator,  and  upon  uniform 
terms." 

It  is  also  the  position  of  the 
Government — and  some  exhibitor 
representatives — that  giving  the 
defendants  the  right  to  call  for 
competitive  bids  would  lead  to 
sharp  rise  in  prices  on  pix  on  the 
theory  that  some  distribs.  might 
"goad"  exhibitors  into  bidding  in 
cases  where  this  was  not  the  or- 
iginal intention  of  the  exhibs. 
Admittedly,   the   language  of   the 
court   is   not  clear   on   the   subject. 
In  its  final  decree,  the  court  stated 
in  Sec.  8   (C)  that  "where  a  run  is 
desired, '  or   is    to    be    offered,    upon 
terms    which    exclude    simultaneous 
exhibition  in  competing  theaters,  the 
distributors  shall  notify  ..." 

This  would  indicate  that  the  court 
envisioned  granting  the  right  to  in- 
augurate bidding  to  distributors  as 
well  as  exhibitors. 

In  the  court's  memorandum,  how- 
ever, it  was  clearly  stated  that  "in 
order  to  meet  some  of  the  objections 
raised  at  the  hearing  to  the  system 
of  bidding  for  features  described  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  we  have 
modified  the  system  there  proposed 
so  that  competitive  bidding  will  only 
be  necessary  within  a  competitive 
area  and  in  such  an  area  where  it  is 
desired  by  the  exhibitor." 

This,  Department  of  Justice 
spokesmen  said,  clearly  indicates  the 
intention  of  the  Statutory  Court. 
Predict  Exhib.  "Rat  Race" 
As  a  practical  matter,  one  trade 
source  said,  however,  exhibitors  may 
make  little  use  of  Sec.  8  (A).  One 
source  predicted  an  "exhibitor  rat 
race"  in  bidding  for  runs  hitherto 
denied  them. 

Even  though  the  prerogative  of 
originating  bidding  may  be  only  a 
technical  advantage,  however,  it  is 
believed  by  the  Government  that  it 
represents  an  important  right  for  the 
exhibitor. 

The  whole  question  may  soon  come 
to  a  head,  since  distribs.  apparently 
are  going  to  the  theory  that  they 
may   originate  bidding. 

Meanwhile,  Department  of  Justice 
attorneys  were  busy  writing  an  ap- 
peal  to  the   U.  S.   Supreme   Court. 


REVIEWS  Of  l)CW   flLfllS  Gross  Tax  Measure 

Hoppered  in  Penn. 


"Angei  ana  tne 
Badman" 

with  John   Wayne,   Gail  Russell 
Republic  100  Mins. 

SKILLED,  SUPERIOR  WESTERN  ENTER- 
TAINMENT HAS  SOUND  TREATMENT, 
VARiAllON  IN  PLOT  AND  EXCELLENT 
CAST  TO  GIVE  FULL  ENTERTAINMENT 
VALUES. 

First  it  must  be  brought  out  that  John 
Wayne  is  the  producer  of  this  number.  It 
is  no  ordinary  number.  Look  at  the  cast. 
There's  Harry  Carey,  Irene  'Rich,  Bruce 
Cabot.  The  support  is  just  as  solid. 

Moreover,  this  one  has  skill,  care,  in- 
telligence, a  soundly  interesting  story  and 
the  veteran  know-how  of  Wayne.  His  part 
in  the  doings  is  very  much  in  evidence. 
The  western  player  emerges  as  producer- 
star  in  "Angel  and  the  Badman."  That  the 
combo  is  expert  and  potent  box  office  is 
certain  to  be  brought  out  when  audiences' 
reaction  is  tallied. 

The  story  is  the  thing,  for  sure.  In  west- 
erns this  has  not  consistently  been  the 
case.  Any  old  plot,  any  old  semblance  of  a 
plct  has  been  serving  up  the  ham  and  eggs 
of  the  industry.  But  when  something  like 
this  comes  along  notice  will  be  taken. 

Contrasting  philosophies  of  life  point  up 
this  yarn.  John  Wayne,  as  "Quirt  Evans," 
with  many  notches  on  his  gun,  a  reputa- 
tion in  places  far  and  wide  as  a  killer, 
brawler  and  with  general  lethal  aspects,  is 
taken  in  by  a  family  of  Quakers,  the  menage 
headed  by  John  Halloran.  Irene  Rich  is 
his  wife.  Gail  Russell,  his  daughter.  Wound- 
ed, Wayne  is  cared  for  and  restored  to 
vigor.  His  eyes  light  up  as  Miss  Russell  ap- 
pears, the  illumination  is  responded  mu- 
tually. 

But  there's  Bruce  Cabot  in  the  heavy 
sense.  And  Harry  Carey  is  the  patient 
sheriff  who's  waiting  with  the  noose  when 
the  right  party  sticks  his  neck  out.  Wayne 
repays  the  Hallorans.  He  lingers.  An  irriga- 
tion problem  is  settled.  Then  he  departs, 
feeling  a  misfit.  But  the  lurking  menace  of 
Cabot  stands  in  the  background.  With  his 
cohorts  Wayne  beats  out  Cabot  in  a  rustling 
move.  He  goes  on  a  debauch  but  runs  off 
to  return  to  Miss  Russell  and  her  family. 
He  is  quite  happy  until  Cabot  ambushes  the 
pair.  Miss  Russell's  life  is  at  stake  after 
eluding  the  baddies  via  going  over  a  cliff 
into  the  drink.  Wayne  sets  out  for  ven- 
geance, thinking  she  will  die. 

The  climax  is  a  trick  affair,  is  cleverly 
brought  off  by  Carey  who  is  on  the  scene 
in  time  to  prevent  Wayne  from  becoming 
involved  in  a  gun  brawl.  Lastly,  Wayne 
has  Miss,  Russell  in  his  arms.  They  are 
riding  a  buckboard  to  take  up  the  simple, 
agricultural  life  of  the  range. 

Check  this  off  as  an  important  western 
item   of  the  season. 

CAST:  John  Wayne,  Gail  Russell,  Harry  Carey, 
Irene  Rich,  Paul  Hurst,  Lee  Dixon,  Stephen 
Grant,  Bruce  Cabot,  Tom  Powers,  Olin  Howlin, 
John  Halloran,  Joan  Barton,  Craig  Woods, 
Marshall    Reed. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  John  Wayne;  Written 
and  Directed  by  James  Edward  Grant;  Camera- 
man, Archie  J.  Stout;  Film  Editor,  Harry  Keller; 
Musical  Director,  Cy  Feuer;  Musical  score, 
Richard  Hageman;  Sound,  Victor  Appel;  Set 
decorations,  John  McCarthy,  Jr.,  Charles  Thomp- 
son. 

DIRECTION,  Superior.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Ex- 
cellent. 


"  iMora  Frentiss" 

with  Ann  Sheridan,  Kent  Smith 
Warners  111  Mins. 

FINE  BET  FOR  THE  FEMME  TRADE. 
HAS  EARMARKS  OF  EFFORT,  APPLICA- 
TION AND  SKILL  IN  HANDLING  DELI- 
CATELY  SHADED  STORY. 

Something  of  "The  Way  of  All  Flesh," 
this  one  is  a  potent  story,  building  to  in- 
tense denouement.  The  basic  triangle  leads 
to  a  dead  end  and  the  moral  tone  of  the 
play  strikes  a  profound  note  as  the  guilt- 
less victim  faces  capital  punishment  for 
the  murder  of  himself.  His  co-partner  in 
sin  must  face  a  life  of  silence  and  inter- 
nal retribution. 

The  femmes  will  probably  be  its  best 
audience.  However,  it  is  also  suitable  to 
the  general  adult  trade. 

Ann  Sheridan,  Kent  Smith,  Bruce  Ben- 
nett and  Robert  Alda  play  the  lead  roles 
with  ease.  The  production  details  have 
been  carefully  set  out.  Vincent  Sherman's 
direction  handles  the  various  emotional 
tones  for  sound  dramatic  worth. 

Kent  Smith,  family  man  and  doctor,  is 
held  in  check  by  the  domestic  severity  of 
his  wife.  Life  with  her  and  his  children 
strictly  adheres  to  the  routine.  Miss  Sheri- 
dan comes  into  his  life  after  a  traffic  ac- 
cident. She  makes  a  telling  impression 
with  her  cynicism,  gaiety  and  introduces 
him  to  night  life,  a  segment  of  existence 
he  is  only  aware  of.  This  leads  to  an  af- 
fair which  is  threatened  with  termination 
when  Miss  Sheridan  is  offered  a  singing 
job  in  New  York. 

Smith  has  every  intent  of  accompanying 
her  but  there  is  no  chance  until  a  patient 
dies  in  his  office.  The  man  physically  re- 
sembles Smith.  He  changes  identity  and  ar- 
ranges an  accident.  He  leaves  San  Fran- 
cisco and  accompanies  Miss  Sheridan  to 
New  York  under  an  assumed  name.  Miss 
Sheridan  is  in  ignorance  of  his  move.  She 
believes  he  made  a  clean  break  with  his 
family.  It  soon  comes  about  that  Bruce 
Bennett  believes  Smith  was  murdered. 
Police  investigation  follows.  Smith  and  Miss 
Sheridan  are  soon  leading  the  life  of  the 
hunted.  Jealousy  flares  up  between  Smith 
and  Alda,  the  latter  a  nitery  operator.  Fol- 
lowing a  brawl,  Smith  is  arrested  following 
a  drunken  escapade  with  Alda's  car  in 
which  he  is  disfigured  by  burns  when  he 
smashed  the  vehicle.  The  police  arrest 
him.  He  is  returned  to  the  coast  to  stand 
trial  for  murder — of  himself.  He  is  found 
guilty,  sentenced  to  death.  Throughout 
the  trial  he  never  utters  a  word  in  de- 
fense. 

To  repeat,  it  is  a  potent  story  building 
to  intense  denouement. 

CAST:  Ann  Sheridan,  Kent  Smith,  Robert  Al- 
da, Bruce  Bennett,  Rosemary  DeCamp;  John 
Ridgely,  Robert  Arthur,  Wanda  Hendrix,  Helen 
Brown,  Rory  Mallinson,  Harry  Shannon,  James 
Flavin,  Douglas  Kennedy,  Don  McGuire,  Clifton 
Young. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Jacobs;  Direc- 
tor, Vincent  Sherman;  Screenplay  by  N.  Rich- 
ard Nash  from  a  story  by  Paul  Webster  and 
Jack  Sobell;  Cameraman,  James  Wong  Howe; 
Film  Editor,  Owen  Marks;  Sound,  Charles  Lang; 
Orchestral  arrangements,  Leonid  Raab;  Musi- 
cal Director,  Leo  F.  Forbstein;  Set  Decorations, 
Walter  Tilford;  Art  Director,   Anton   Grot. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 


Harrisburg,  Pa. — Several  bills  af- 
fecting the  motion  picture  industry 
made  their  appearance  in  the  J7 — <i- 
sylvania  General  Assembly  '  offi<)s 
week,  first  since  the  Legislature  enli- 
vened on  Jan.  7. 

Third  class  cities  in  Pennsylvania, 
under  a  bill  introduced  in  the  House 
by  Rep.  Michael  Demech,  R.,  Luzerne 
County,  would  be  permitted  to  levy 
a  15-mill  tax  on  gross  receipts  of 
amusement  places  on  either  a  per- 
manent or  temporary  basis. 

Another  measure,  introduced  by 
Rep.  Russell  Reese,  D.,  Washington, 
would  prohibit  the  sale  of  tickets  in 
excess  of  seating  capacity  by  all 
places  of  amusement,  but  allowing  a 
five  per  cent  margin  of  tolerance.  The 
bill  prescribes  penalties  of  fines  from 
$200  to  $500,  or  jail  from  one  to 
three  months,  or  both,  for  violations. 

Rep.  Earl  E.  Hewitt,  R.,  Indiana, 
is  ready  to  introduce  a  bill  proposing 
a  two  per  cent  sales  tax,  to  yield 
$115,000,000  biennially,  but  Governor 
Duff  is  said  to  oppose  a  sales  tax  un- 
less other  taxes  will  not  meet  needs. 

Meanwhile,  a  special  Senate-House 
committee  is  completing  a  study  of 
state  finances  which  will  be  used  as 
a  basis  for  Duff's  recommendations 
on  taxation  to  the  Legislature. 

Another  measure  introduced  this 
week  by  Rep.  Joseph  A.  Scanlan, 
R.,  Philadelphia,  provides  for  a  max- 
imum ceiling  on  rentals  for  com- 
mercial buildings. 


Museum  of  Modern  Art  to 
Host  Fed.  of  Film  Archives 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
seum's  Film  Library,  is  prexy  of  the 
Foundation  which  consists  of  mem- 
ber organizations  in  England,  France, 
U.  S.  A.,  Canada,  Belgium,  Holland, 
Italy,  Denmark,  Poland  and  Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Announcement  of  the  Federation's 
forthcoming  meeting  was  made  two 
days  ago  when  the  first  post-war 
meeting  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
of  the  Museum's  Film  Library  was 
held  in  the  penthouse  of  the  Museum. 

Museum's  film  committee  reviewed 
the  Library's  activities  in  the  past  five 
years.  Outlined  in  its  future  plans 
is  the  continuation  of  the  Library's 
close  liaison  with  the  American  film 
industry  in  the  form  of  film  presen- 
tations and  special  exhibitions. 

Eric  A.  Johnston,  committee  chair- 
man, presided.  Among  those  who  at- 
tended the  meeting  were:  John  Hay 
Whitney,  Iris  Barry,  J.  Robert  Ru- 
bin, Sam  Shain,  Paul  Raibourn,  Ar- 
thur De  Bra,  Albert  Howson,  Ned  E. 
Depinet,  John  Marshall  and  John  E. 
Abbott. 


Hershberger  Joins  Norris 

Detroit — Alban  J.  Norris,  who  has 
operated  the  Michigan  Film  Library 
for  many  years,  has  taken  in  J.  H. 
Hershberger  as  a  partner. 


Tobias  Ebramowicz  Stricken 

Union  City,  N.  J. — Funeral  serv- 
ices will  be  held  for  Tobias  Ebramo- 
wicz, 49,  who  was  stricken  with  a 
heart  attack  while  he  was  on  duty 
as  a  projectionist  at  the  Capitol 
Theater  here. 
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Jurisdictional  Strike 
Ban  Seen  as  Certain 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
j  Miami,  both  the  Senate  and  House 
'meters  had  introduced  bills  de- 
sU  )l  to  eliminate  jurisdictional  dis- 
putes, but  it  was  thought  that  con- 
crete action  by  the  AFL  would  have 
removed  the  sting  from  such  mea- 
sures. 

Preliminary  discussions  with  AFL 
'leaders  indicated  that  the  Council 
would  take  action  on  the  resolution 
proposed  by  the  SAG  and  other  AFL 
units  seeking  to  eliminate  jurisdic- 
tional strikes. 

The  Senate  Labor  Committee  has 
been  sitting  for  two  weeks,  mostly 
concerning  itself  with  portal-portal 
legislation.  The  Senate  body,  how- 
ever, soon  will  take  up  the  Ball  and 
other  bills  which  include  provision 
'for  outlawing  jurisdictional  disputes. 
|  In  addition,  the  House  Education  and 
Labor  Committee  on  Wednesday  be- 
gan hearings  on  labor  bills,  with  sim- 
ilar results  expected. 

Although  the  House  commit- 
tee kept  some  of  its  plans  under 
wraps,  it  was  expected  here  that 
"field"  hearings  will  be  con- 
ducted on  the  Hollywood  strike. 
If  the  labor  committee  follows 
through  with  this  reported  plan, 
it  would  mean  a  double-barrelled 
investigation  of  the  Hollywood 
dispute.  The  House  Committee 
on  Un-American  Affairs  also 
contemplates  a  probe  of  the  film 
colony  strike. 


PRC  Mulls  Plans  to  Enter 
Foreign  Distribution  Field 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
Lamb,  the   original  owner,  was   re- 
ported in  The  Film  Daily  on  Jan. 
27. 

PRC,  carrying  out  a  program  con- 
ceived by  Robert  R.  Young's  Pathe 
Industries,  began  to  bu"  up  the  indie- 
owned  exchanges  holding  company 
franchises  about  two  years  ago,  at 
the  same  time  forming  its  own  sales 
organization  under  Thomas.  Many 
of  the  original  franchise  holders  have 
continued  with  PRC  in  exec,  spots. 

PRC's  prexy  has  named  Wally 
Rucker  and  Ralph  Amacher,  form- 
erly with  Metro  in  the  Northwest,  as 
Seattle  and  Portland  branch  man- 
agers, respectively. 


"Pursued"  Release  Mar.  8 

WB  will  release  "Pursued"  Mar.  8. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Indianapolis  —  Herman  Hallberg, 
20th-Fox  booker,  is  the  father  of  a 
seven  pound  boy,  John  Herman,  bom 
at  Coleman  Hospital  here. 

Chicago — Joseph  Stancher  of  the 
Essaness  circuit  reports  the  birth  of 
a  seven  pound  baby  girl,  named 
Carol  Jean  at  the  Wesley  Hospital. 


Little  Headlines: 


E-L'S  EXPLOITATION  GANG  pulled  a  nifty  yesterday  in  pluggin'  "Bedelia,"  opening 
tonight  at  the  Victoria  Theater.  Two  G.l.'s,  a  staff  and  a  1st  sergeant  were  talking 
about  two  dames,  Victoria  and  Bedelia.  As  one  soldier  strolled  up  and  down  Broadway, 
he'd  shout  into  his  walkie-talkie  phone:  "Victoria  .  .  .  this  is  Bedelia."  An  the  other 
G.I.  standing  in  front  of  the  Vic,  replied,  ''Bedelia  .  .  .  this  is  Victoria."  Army  gave 
okay  to  the  stunt  but  the  khaki  boys  had  to  walkie-talkie  on  their  own  time. 

• 

THE  CLEVELAND  VARIETY  CLUB  is  in  process  of  reorganization.  Harry  Schreiber, 
RKO  theater  division  manager,  was  made  temporary  chairman  to  elect  a  temporary  board 
of  directors  to  succeed  all  current  board  members  who  resigned  en  masse.  Organization 
meeting  was  held. 

e 

M-G-M  HAS  ADDED  a  fourth  tradeshow  for  this  month,  making  a  total  of  six  pic- 
tures to  be  screened  for  exhibitors  in  all  exchange  areas  during  February  and  March. 
The  latest  is  "Sea  of  Grass,"  to  be  shown  Feb.  11.  Previously  announced  tradeshowings 
included  "The  Arnelo  Affair,"  Feb.  13;  "It  Happened  in  Brooklyn"  and  "Undercover 
Maisie,"  Feb.  28;  and  "High  Barbaree"  and  "Cynthia's  Secret"  on  March   11. 


Foreign  Trade  Vital— Johnston 

Warns  Loss  is  Economic  Chaos  in  U.  S. 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 


ture,"   Johnston   told   the    Com- 
mittee,   "is    extraordinarily    de- 
pendent on  foreign  markets  and, 
in  turn,  it  is  peculiarly  beset  by 
Government  restrictions  abroad. 
"We    frankly    recognize    that    the 
best    way    of    securing    relief    from 
these  restrictions  is  through  the  sys- 
tem   of    reciprocal    bargaining    pro- 
vided for  in    the   trade   agreements 
act." 

Noting  the  "sharp  rise"  in  the 
nationalistic  trend  in  film  produc- 
tion in  other  countries,  Johnston  said 

An  expanding  world  trade  with  a  min- 
imum of  governmental  interference  is 
essential  to  our  system  of  competitive 
capitalism.  We  must  recognize  that  freer 
trade  is  endangered  by  the  trend  toward 
the  socialist  state.  We  should  face  that 
fact  openly  and  squarely.  But  we  must 
not  nbandon  the  goal  because  the  road 
is  difficult.  The  next  three  to  five  years 
will  give  us  the  answer.  In  that  time, 
the  world  will  be  on  its  way  to  healthy 
trade  among  prosperous  nations — or  it 
<viH  be  bogged  down  deeper  than  ever 
in  a  hodge-podge  of  barter  and  con- 
trols.— Eric  A.  Johnston  in  Washington 
yesterday. 


that  "at  a  time  when  the  United 
States,  in  the  interest  of  world  re- 
covery is  trying  to  unblock  the  chan- 
nels of  mutually  advantageous  inter- 
national trade,  we  find  an  opposite 
tendency  abroad." 

"I    wish    to    underscore,"    he 
said,  "that  the  American  motion 
picture   is    perhaps    the   fastest 
growing  export  item.    It  is   an 
important  part  of  the  American 
economy,  and  it  has  two  great 
by-products :  It  helps  to  create  a 
market   for    other   American 
goods  and  it  conveys  American 
ideas  and  ideals.   It  is  an  integ- 
ral part  of  our  total  trade  and 
cannot  be  considered  separately. 
"The  motion  picture  industry  is  a 
world  industry — an  international  in- 
dustry.    It    is    one    industry    which 
should,  in  fact,  be  free  of  barriers 
both  for  practical  and  for  cultural 
reasons. 

"No   leading  motion  picture   pro- 


ducing country  can  operate  profit- 
ably if  its  output  is  confined  within 
a  domestic  market.  The  motion  pic- 
ture industry  of  any  country  de- 
pends upon  mass  markets — the  world 
market. 

Calls  Industries  Complementary 

"The  American  motion  picture  in- 
dustry and  all  the  others  are  com 
petitive,  of  course,  but  they  also  are 
complementary.  It  is  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  all  producing  countries  to 
make  more  people  in  more  areas  of 
the  world  motion  picture  conscious. 
We  all  want  more  people  seeing  more 
pictures. 

"But  if  any  motion  picture  produc- 
ing country  elects  to  build  a  wall 
around  itself  to  fence  out  the  pro- 
ducts of  another  producing  country, 
destruction  of  the  mass  market  we 
all  need  is  sure  and  certain.  New 
restrictions  against  interchange  of 
films  regardless  of  their  origin  will 
set  a  pattern  which  other  nations  will 
inevitably  follow,  to  the  ultimate 
detriment  of  our  motion  picture  in- 
dustry and  all  others." 

The  MPAA  chief  said  it  would  be 
a  "disasterous  mistake"  to  abandon 
or  "shackle"  the  reciprocal  trade 
program. 

Sees  the  "Supreme  Test" 

"This  method  to  promote  freer  in- 
ternational trade  is,  in  my  judgment, 
the  supreme  test  of  our  willingness 
to  co-operate  economically  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,"  he  said. 

"Other  nations,  which  have  been 
shattered  and  devastated  by  the  war. 
look  to  us  inevitablv  for  leadership 
in  the  efforts  to  stimulate  recovery 
and  reconstruction. 

"This  is  the  compelling  reason  why 
we  must  continue  the  effort  recip- 
rocally to  unblock  the  channels  of 
commerce  and  trade.  To  abandon  the 
reciprocal  program  now  would  be  to 
say  to  the  world:  'We  are  going  our 
way.   You  g-o  yours'." 

Declaring  -that  the  foreign 
market  for  American  pix  has 
been  "scarcely  touched,"  John- 
ston told  the  Committee  the  U. 
S.  film  industry  could  increase 
its  foreign  business  tenfold  if 
trade  barriers  were  eliminated. 


Mass.  Exhibs.  Create 
Law  Vigilante  Group 
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by  Allied  Theaters  and  indie  exhibs. 
in  the  M.  &  P.  Building. 

Prank  Lydon  was  unanimously 
voted  chairman.  He  will  be  assisted 
by  Walter  Mitchell,  indie  exhib.  rep.; 
Edward  Cuddy,  Allied;  Bill  Horan, 
Warners,  for  distribs;  William  Scan- 
Ion,  labor;  M.  Kavanaugh,  legit 
theater.  These  key  men  will  super- 
vise a  larger  body  to  be  appointed 
later. 

Committee  will  keep  careful  check 
via  state-wide  agents  on  all  adverse 
legislation,  new  admission  tax  pro- 
posals, license  fees,  unnecessary  cen- 
sorship and  miscellaneous  nuisance 
bills. 

The  organization  will  only  func- 
tion during  legislative  sessions.  All 
state  exhibitors  will  be  informed  and 
advised  of  moves  as  they  develop 
from  the  Central  office  of  the  chair- 
man. 


Johnston  Calls  Gardner 
Death  "National  Tragedy" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Mr.  Gardner  a  luncheon  in  New  York 
which  was  attended  by  film  industry 
leaders.  At  the  luncheon  Mr.  Gard- 
ner termed  American  pix  the  "best 
world  ambassadors." 

"At  no  time  in  our  history,"  John- 
ston said,  "has  it  been  more  important 
that  the  American  ambassador  to 
England  be  a  man  of  commanding 
stature,  keen  observation,  alert  at- 
tention and  absolute  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  his  country.  Mr.  Gardner 
was  all  these  things. 

"Politically  and  economically  our 
relations  with  the  old  world  are  com- 
plicated by  a  maze  of  post-war  prob- 
lems demanding  the  steadiest  pos- 
sible hand  and  head  bv  the  man 
whose  voice  in  London  would  have 
been  the  voice  of  all  America. 

"The  tragedy  which  confronts  us 
all  is  that  Mr.  Gardner  was  not 
spared  to  us  for  the  work  we  wanted 
him  to  do." 


Oliver  Max  Gardner,  who  was 
about  to  sail  for  Great  Britain  yes- 
terday to  assume  his  new  duties  as 
our  ambassador  to  Great  Britain, 
will  be  buried  tomorrow  in  Shelby, 
N.  C,  the  town  where  he  was  born. 
The  lawyer-statesman  was  suddenly 
stricken  yesterday  with  coronary 
thrombosis  only  a  few  hours  before 
he  was  to  sail  aboard  the  S.S. 
America.  Gardner  would  have  been 
65  years  old  next  March  22. 


FEmmE  TOUCH 


MARIAN  DE  VINNEY,  secretary,  United  Artists, 
Omaha. 

HELEN  LETOURNEAU,  from  Bob  Wagner's 
Script,  to  staff  of  Mai  Bovd  &  Associates, 
radio-motion    picture    relations,    office. 

EDNA  ROWLEY,  office  staff,  Monogram  Pic- 
tures, Detroit. 
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Columbia  First  to 
File  Decree  Appeal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tions   relating   to   the   propriety   of 
the   relief   granted    by   the   District 
Court  and  the  want  of  jurisdiction  of 
that  Court: 

1.  Challenges  the  prohibition 
against  block-booking.  Court  has 
defined  that  term  as  practice  of 
conditioning  the  licensing  of  one 
film  upon  the  licensing  of  an- 
other. Columbia  maintains  that 
this  is  contrary  to  understand- 
ing of  the  term  within  the  in- 
dustry where  "block  -  booking" 
has  meant  the  licensing  of  pic- 
tures in  groups  or  blocks  at  the 
commencement  of  a  season. 
There  is  no  support  for  the 
Court's  definition  especially 
since  in  previous  Supreme  Court 
decisions  the  system,  as  the  in- 
dustry practices  it,  has  been  en- 
couraged and  never  challenged. 

2.  Challenges  the  propriety  of 
the  Court's  establishing  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  on  how  pic- 
tures must  be  sold  on  the  basis 
that  these  provisions  go  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  un- 
der the  Sherman  Act.  The  act 
empowers  the  Court  to  enjoin 
and  restrain  illegal  conduct  but 
does  not  empower  the  judiciary 
to  lay  down  a  system  of  regula- 
tions which  compel  the  defend- 
ant to  do  business  in  a  specific 
manner. 

3.  Maintains  that  Columbia  has 
been  deprived  of  its  property 
without  due  process  of  law  as  en- 
sured by  the  Fifth  amendment. 
Accuses  the  Court  of  transform- 
ing the  motion  picture  industry 
into  a  public  utility  without  evi- 
dence that  the  public  interest  is 
affected.  Maintains  that  Colum- 
bia is  engaged  in  a  private  enter- 
prise and  cannot  be  restricted 
from  disposing  its  property  in 
any  manner  it  sees  fit.  Insists 
that  constitutional  rights  have 
been  violated  in  favor  of  a  spec- 
ial group  of  18,000  exhibitors. 

4.  Questions  the  right  of  the 
Court  to  impinge  upon  the  ap- 
pellants' copyrights  by  compel- 


Danes  Demand  Dream 
And  They  Get  It,  Too 

Copenhagen  (Via  Airmail)  —  A 
nightmare  is  better  as  a  nightmare 
and  that's  the  way  Danish  audiences 
want  it.  So  they  get  it.  Witness  re- 
cent presentation  of  "The  Woman 
in  the  Window,"  in  which  Edward 
G.  Robinson  runs  the  gamut  while 
in  the  arms  of  Morpheus.  Regular 
edition  of  the  film  had  him  waking, 
and  he  became  aware  it  was  all  a 
dream.  Danish  audiences  howled. 
They  wanted  it  to  end  with  the 
nightmare.  And  that's  the  way  they're 
getting  it,  for  the  ending  has  been 
snipped  and  now  it  is  not  just  a 
dream,  it  is  a  bad  dream. 


HOLLVUJOOD-VmE  YARD 


By  RALPH   WILK 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

HOLLYWOOD 
f^AY'S  studio  news  digest:  February  and  March  starters  at  Warners  in- 
clude; "Wallflower,"  "Two  Guys  From  Texas,"  "Voice  of  the  Turtle," 
"The  Forty-Niners,"  "Nothing  But  the  Night,"  "Whiplash"  and  "Treasure 
of  the  Sierra  Madre" Frieda  Inescort  goes  into  RKO's  "Indian  Sum- 
mer" with  Alexander  Knox  and  Ann  Sothern Hazel  Brooks  and  Wil- 
liam  Conrad   are  getting    built-up   roles    in    Enterprise's   "Body   And    Soul," 

the  Garfield  starrer Virginia  Mayo  and  Richard  Basehart  have  snagged 

the  leads  in  Eagle-Lion's  "Out  of  the  Blue,"  Vera  Caspary's  comedy-mystery 

First    pix    scheduled    for    United    California    Productions,    headed    by 

Robert  Cummings,  Philip  Yordan  and  Eugene  Frenke,  is  "Joe  MacBeth," 
which    Yordan    has    written    as    a    vehicle    for   Cummings.    Next    two    will 

probably  be   "Bad  Guy"   and    "The   Glass   Heart" Peter    Perkins,    who 

was  forced  to  play  the  lead  in  a  Japanese  propaganda  film  while  a  prisoner, 
has  been  inked  by  Vanguard  Films  for  bigger  and  better  things.  He  debuts 

in  "So  In  Love,"  the  Shirley  Temple  flicker  to  be  made  this  Summer WB 

has  cast  Janis   Paige   and    Don    McGuire    as    the   second    romantic    team   in 

"Wallflower,"  starring  Robert  Hutton  and  Joyce   Reynolds Dimitri  Ti- 

omkin  signed  to  write  and  conduct  the  score  for  Triumph  Pictures'  initial 
try,  "Stranger  Than  Truth"  based  on  Vera  Caspary's  best-seller.  Tiomkin 
did  the  scores  on  two  Academy  Award  contenders;  "Duel  In  The  Sun"  and 

"It's  A   Wonderful   Life" Hal   Wallis   has   signed    Byron    Haskin    to   a 

long-termer  following  his  directorial  chores  on   "I  Walk  Alone" Gene 

Autry  Productions  has  taken   up  residence  at  Columbia  which   will  release 

its    product Graham    Baker    is    completing    the    screenplay    on    Harry 

Sherman's  next  Enterprise  production,  "They  Passed  This  Way."  Joel  McCrea 

will  star Monogram's  "Black  Gold,"  based  on   the  Kentucky   Derby  of 

1924,  will  premiere  in   Lexington  during  Derby  week Victor  Young  is 

busy  with  a  symphonic  arrangement  of  "Yankee  Doodle,"  one  of  the  best 
known  American  airs,  which  will  be  the  basic  theme  of  Cecil   B.   DeMille's 

"Unconquered" Bing  Crosby   has  already   recorded   "Maria"  and    "But 

Beautiful"  two  of  five  srngs  Johnny  Burke  and  Jimmy  Van  Heusen  have 
written  for  "Road  To  Rio."  Others  are  two  duets  sung  by  Crosby  and  Bob 
Hope,  and  a  ballad,  "Experience,"  with  Dorothy  Lamour  on  the  lyrics. 


ling  it  to  license  patents  and  by 
restricting  the  manner  of  selling 
the  vested  rights  in  these  pat- 
ents. 

In  his  petition,  Frohlich  assigned 
specific  errors  to  the  Court  to  fur- 
ther support  the  substantial  ques- 
tions raised  by  Columbia.  He  pointed 
out  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
''blind  selling"  as  maintained  by  the 
Court  since  the  exhibitors  were  told 
in  advance  what  stories,  stars  and 
directors  would  make  up  the  season's 
product.  "Block-bookine"  not  only 
gives  the  producer  an  assurance  of 
market  so  that  part  of  the  risk  and 
gamble  involved  in  producing  pic- 
tures is  eliminated,  but  the  system  is 
preferred  by  exhibitors  who  want  to 
be  assured  of  product. 

The  Frohlich  petition  also  insisted 
that  abolition  of  "block-booking"  dis- 
criminates against  Columbia  by  plac- 
ing them  at  a  competitive  disad- 
vantage as  against  defendant-pro- 
ducers who  own  theaters  and  pro- 
ducers who  were  not  named  as  de- 
fendants in  the  Government's  suit. 

Although  Frohlich's  action  made 
Columbia  the  first  company  to  ap- 
peal, it  is  possible  that  other  defend- 
ants will  follow  shortly,  perhaps 
with  attacks  against  other  provisions 
of  the  decree.  Several  attorneys  are 
reportedly  waiting  for  the   Depart- 


ment of  Justice  to  move  before  pre- 
senting their  own  briefs. 

Columbia's  appeal  now  awaits  the 
signatures  of  Judges  Hand,  Bright 
and  Goddard,  after  which  papers  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  Portions  of  the  rec- 
ord must  be  printed  and  a  place 
found  on  the  high  court's  docket  be- 
fore a  date  can  be  fixed  for  the 
Columbia  hearing. 

Columbia  Will  Receive 
Special  Navy  Citation 


Columbia  will  receive  a  special 
Navy  citation  today  at  the  Brooklyn 
Navy  Yard.  Nina  Foch,  featured  in 
Columbia's  "Johnny  O'Clock,"  will 
accept  the  "Certificate  of  Achieve- 
ment" for  the  company  from  Rear 
Admiral  F.  E.  M.  Whiting,  Com- 
mandant. 

A  special  certificate  of  apprecia- 
tion will  be  also  awarded  to  William 
Brennan,  manager  of  Columbia's 
print  department,  for  his  personal 
contribution  to  the  war  effort. 


From  Ohio  to  Vet 

Chicago — Charley  Spicer  and  Ray- 
mond Haubschild  have  opened  the 
600-seat  Vet  Theater  at  653  N.  Cicero 
Ave.,  after  modernizing  the  house. 
It  was  formerly  called  the  Ohio. 


Trend  Towards  Fad 
En  Promotion— Wevei 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 

audience  at  the  Town  Hall  Club  yes 

^  W^-  V,  •      I-        A  A    iW*    ■ 

Wever,  who  was  introduced  L„/ii; 
Williams  of  Fortune  magazine,  Ampj 
vice-prexy  and  guest  emcee  for  the 
day,  spoke  generally  on  new  trends  ir 
promotion,  and  was  critical  of  the 
prevailing  dearth  of  knowledge 
"about  the  very  business  in  whicr^' 
we  specialize."  "We  stand  guilty,' 
declared  Wever,  "of  sometimes  cover- 
ing up  with  cleverness,  and  of  being 
guilty  of  complacency  to  a  some- 
times discouraging  degree." 

"But  the  encouraging  sign  is  this," 
he  continued,  "that  amid  all  the  flood 
of  inept  and  antiquated  promotional 
trash  that  I  am  privileged  to  see 
each  day,  there  is  a  healthy  and  dis- 
cernible trend,   a   belated   trend   to- 

I  want  to  say  a  few  words  about  those 
magazines  so  close  to  our  daily  lives — 
the  trade  publications.  For  they  are  that 
valuable  link  between  producer-distribu- 
tor and  theater  operations — not  just 
bringing  us  together  with  the  important 
worldwide  news  of  our  ever-rising  indus- 
try but  also  the  sales  promotion  impact 
its  advertising  pages  carry  in  launching 
new  ideas  and  new  productions. — Phil 
Williams  of  Fortune  Magazine,  at 
Am  pa's  luncheon  yesterday. 

ward  sanity,  maturity  and  fact.  It 
comes  none  too  soon. 

Wever,  noting  the  work  of  Dr. 
George  Gallup's  Audience  Research 
Institute  in  the  film  field,  which  he 
compared  with  Life's  Continuing 
Study  of  Magazine  Audiences,  saw 
such  research  as  "glowing  examples 
of  the  intelligent  attack  against  the 
darkness  which  surrounds  us  all" 
and  as  paying  "increasing  dividends" 
to  producers  and  promoters  alike. 

In  this  connection,  Wever  observed 
that  ARI  research  had  pointed  up  the 
potency  of  Life's  Movie  of  the  Week 
feature  in  determining  film  attend- 
ance. He  disclosed  that  film  com- 
panies during  1946  invested  approx- 
imately $1,700,000  in  Life  advertis- 
ing, placed  the  magazine's  weekly 
reading  audience  at  22,550,000  and, 
to  point  up  its  local  influence,  drew 
parallels  between  its  reading  audi- 
ences and  film  audiences  in  such 
cities  as  Atlanta,  Frisco,  Minneap- 
olis, Houston  and  Cleveland.  For 
film  theater  capacities,  Wever  drew 
upon  statistics  in  the  Film  Daily 
Year  Book  of  Motion  Pictures. 

Prexy  Rutgers  Neilson  of  Ampa 
presided. 


SICK  LIST 


TONY  STERN,  Warner  film  buyer  in  the 
Ohio  zone,  will  undergo  an  cperation  on 
Monday,  for  the  removal  of  gall  stones  at 
Mount  Sinai  Hospital,  Cleveland.  He  will  be 
hospitalized  several  weeks. 
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SPOT  TRADE  PRECEDENTS  II)  SKOURRS  PREFAB 

War  Secret  Arc  Lamp  Sets  Projection  Highs 


^ross-rays  Eliminated 
5y  Pin-point  Beam-Can 
project  Without  Lens 

A  new  concentrated  arc  lamp,  de- 
■  eloped  and  manufactured  by  West- 
rn  Union   Telegraph   Co.,   promises 
evolutionary  changes  in  motion  and 
till  picture   projection.    New  lamp, 
ometimes  called  ''regimented"  light, 
jmanates  rays  from  such  a  minute 
pot  that  there  is  no  mixing  or  cross- 
ing of   rays   before   they  reach   the 
icreen.    This   feature,   coupled  with 
Xs  intense  brilliancy  and  concentra- 
tion, makes  it  possible,  for  example, 
o  project  slides  without  a  lens. 

Light  which  is  produced  from  a 
i.mall  pool  of  molten  zirconium  metal 
Is  said  to  be  ten  times  as  brilliant  as 
J'hat  produced  by  an  ordinary  tung- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

Eberson-built  Lust 

House  in  Capital  Bow 


Washington   Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — The  tenth  and  latest 
addition  to  Sidney  Lust's  growing 
ist  of  nearby  suburban  motion  pic- 
cure  theaters  opened  officially  yes- 
;erday  when  the  new  Cheverly  The- 
ater on  Defense  Highway  above 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Acoustics  Topic  of  SMPE 
IN.  Y.  Meeting  on  Feb.  19 

The  next  meeting  of  the  SMPE's 

(.Atlantic  Coast  Section  will  be  held 

■•Feb.   19   at   the   Pennsylvania  Hotel 

.'with    James    Y.    Dunbar,    acoustical 

engineer  of  the  Johns-Manville  Sales 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


All-Electronic  Color 
In  T\ew  Tele  System 

An  all-electrcnic  color  Television 
system  using  a  single  electronic  pic- 
ture tube  and  a  very  simple  optical 
system  has  been  announced  by  Color 
Television,  Inc.,  San  Francisco. 

An  outstanding  feature  of  this  sys- 
tem is  that  it  has  the  faculty  of  be- 
ing receivable  on  either  a  receiver 
equipped  for  full  color  reproduction 
or  monochrome. 


Ad Jus t  Your 


s  Today 


.  .  .  don't  get  caught  with  your  slants  down 

—  By  the  EDITOR  — 


\A/E'VE  a  word  to  pass  along  to  you  exhibitors  and  manufacturers,  and  that  is:  Don't 

*  '    get  caught  with  your  slants  down Yes,  it's  corny  when  phrased  that  way, 

but  it  expresses  more  succinctly  than  any  other  set  of  words  just  what  we  want  to 
suggest  to  you. 

It  won't  be  news  to  you  when  we  say  that  the  country  is  passing  through  a  shake- 
down period — not  a  business  recession  or  depression,  though  we've  been  warned  of  that 
eventuality  by  some  economists — but  rather  a  period  when  on  the  surface  business 
seems  to  be  clicking  away  on  sixteen  cylinders,  when  actually  it  is  showing  signs  of 
wear.  Manufacturers  are  now  wading  through  huge  backlogs  of  orders,  some  of  which 
have  waited  as  long  as   five  years.    Naturally,  with  all  that  business  around   there's  no 

chance  for  a   depression  to  take  hold  at  this   time But  certain  telltale  indications 

have  been  springing  up  here  and  there  around  our  trade  and  others,  and  some  farsighted 
businessmen  can  foresee  the  day  when  all  the  catching-up  has  been  accomplished  and 
the  seller's  markets  have  suddenly  disappeared.  Pessimistic,  you  say?  Could  be. 
Remember,  there  are  many  manufacturers  who,  with  orders  up  to  here,  are  not  able  to 
fill  them  because  allied  industries  which  supply  them  with  essential  parts  are  falling 
behind    in  their  production. 

A  feeling  of  complacency  has  been  seeping  into  the  industry,  inspired  by  the  general 
air  of  plenty,  following  these  many  shortage-ridden  years.  A  trickle  of  supplies  is 
n"w  being  treated  like  a  deluge  by  manufacturers  and  exhibs.  who  were  so  long  starved 
for  deliveries. 


DEWARE  of  a  false  evaluation  of  your  market.  This  period  at  its  best  is  artificial  and 
**  can't  last  very  long  before  true  normalcy  sets  in.  When  that  happy  time  arrives,  the 
law  of  supply  and  demand  will  once  again  assume  its  role  as  the  business  criterion  and 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


OTC  Warns  Against 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Office  of  Temporary 
Controls  yesterday  issued  a  warning 
against  unauthorized  construction  of 
commercial  buildings,  including  the- 
aters. OTC's  warning  was  in  an- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


H  Prexy  Predicts 
18  Million  '47  Sales 


Chicago  — Bell  &  Howell  Co.  ex« 
pect  to  reach  $18  million  in  sales 
this  year,  according  to  J.  H.  McNabb, 
president  of  the  company. 

Last  Spring  when  shortage  of 
fractional  horsepower  motors  tied  up 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Randolph  New  RCA  Tube  Mgr. 

To  Coordinate  Production  In  Co's  Plants 


Altec  Lansing  Speeds 
Shipments  on  "Voice' 


A.  A.  Ward,  vice-president  of  Altec 
Lansing,  reports  that  sales  of  "Voice 
of  the  Theater"  loudspeakers  are 
getting  off  to  a  good  start  for  1947. 
Already  a  large  number  of  shipments 
of  speaker  systems  have  been  made 
to  supply  dealers  for  their  stock  as 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Camden,  N.  J.  —  Appointment  of 
Harry  F.  Randolph  as  general  plant 
manager  of  the  RCA  tube  depart- 
ment was  announced  by  L.  W.  Tee- 
garden,  vice-president  in  charge  of 
that  department  of  the  RCA  Victor 
Division,  Radio  Corporation  of  Amer- 
ica. 

In  his  new  capacitv.  Randolph, 
who  continues  as  acting  plant  man- 
ager of  the  Harrison,  N.  J.,  tube 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Nut  and  Bolt  Assemblage 
Enables  Easy  Fabrication 
And  Lowers  Bldg.  Costs 

A  unique  development  in  motion 
picture  theater  construction  has  been 
made  by  National  Theaters  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  who  recently  opened  the 
1,164-seat  prefabricated  "Theater  of 
303  wonders,"  the  Crest,  in  Long 
Beach,  Calif.  Built  by  the  combined 
talents  of  Charles  P.  Skouras,  pres- 
ident of  NTA  and  Fox  West  Coast 
Theaters,  R.  H.  McCullough,  direc- 
tor of  television  and  prefabs  for 
NTA,  and  Henry  Kaiser,  West  Coast 
industrialist,  the  new  development 
has  become  a  reality  and  has  paved 
the  way  for  introduction  of  a  large- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


Minneapolis  Tightens 
City  Building  Code 

Minneapolis — Ordinances  "tighten- 
ing up"  building  code  to  prevent  fur- 
ther disastrous  fires  are  being 
drafted  at  the  direction  of  the  City 
Council  fire  committee. 

Fire  Chief  George  Lockhart,  Ar- 
thur Spottswood,  chief  of  the  fire 
prevention  bureau,  and  John  E.  Nel- 
son, city  building  inspector,  have 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Press  Tour  on  Feb.  17  for 
Simplex  N.  J.  Plant  Bow 

An  inspection  tour  for  the  press 
has  been  arranged  by  International 
Projector  Corp.  to  mark  the  opening 
of  their  new  manufacturing  plant, 
in  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  on  Feb.  17. 
(Continued  on  Page  5)  : 


Quakes,  Fire,  Vermin 
Stymied  By  Crest 

Skouras'  Crest,  with  1,164  seats, 
is  152  feet  long,  80  feet  wide,  is 
entirely  fireproof,  earthquake-proof 
and  vermin-proof.  Decorating  in  the 
theater  is  the  first  of  its  kind  used 
anywhere.  All  figures  and  ornamental 
work  are  etched  aluminum  with 
glazed  color,  entirely  prefabricated. 
Fiberglass  is  used  for  both  decorative 
and  acoustical  purposes. 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


Cf*AolutY 


Friday,  February  7,  19 


In  two  Sections — Section  II 


A  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  industry,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  Associate  Publisher  and  Gen- 
eral Manager;  Chester  B.  Bahn,  Editor;  West 
Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood  Boulevard, 
Hollywood,   Cal.,   Ralph   VVilk,    Bureau    Chief. 


Three  New  Theaters 
Spark  Alabama  Boom 


Montgomery,  Ala.  —  The  theater 
building  boom  in  Alabama,  begun  in 
1946,  is  being  projected  into  the  new 
year  with  announcement  within  one 
week's  time  of  three  new  theaters 
for  as  many  different  towns,  and  a 
fourth  near  completion. 

In  Prichard,  Charles  J.  Waterall 
has  announced  that  he  will  build  a 
new  theater  on  the  Wilson  Ave.  site 
moving  the  old  building  and  replac- 
of  the  present  Prichard  theater,  re- 
ing  it  with  the  new  in  sections  so 
that  projection  will  at  no  time  be  in- 
terrupted. In  addition,  the  new  build- 
ing will  be  made  larger  than  the  old. 

Allen  Enslen  and  his  mother,  Iso- 
bel  Enslen,  will  develop  a  new  the- 
ater in  Wetumpka  by  converting  an 
old  cotton  warehouse  into  a  modern 
picture  house.  Enslen,  a  veteran  of 
World  War  II,  who  is  at  present  a 
student  at  the  University  of  Ala- 
bama, will  return  home  and  devote 
his  entire  time  to  the  new  theater. 
Plans  call  for  construction  to  begin 
immediately  on  an  800-seat  house 
with  a  balcony  for  Negro  patronage. 
New  equipment  will  be  installed. 

A  third  new  theater  is  planned  in 
Andalusia  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ala- 
bama Textile  Corporation's  mills  as 
soon  as  materials  are  available,  plans 
and  drawings  already  having  been 
completed,  but  it  was  not  learned 
immediately  whether  the  mills  would 
operate  the  house. 

Meanwhile,  finishing  touches  are 
being  put  on  the  Claire,  new  movie 
in  Elba,  built  on  Court  Square  by 
Walter  Bracking,  theater  chain 
owner.  Building  and  equipment  are 
modern  in  all  details.  • 


Lynn  to  be  Rebuilt 

Marshall,  Tex.— W.  L.  Gelling,  dis- 
trict manager  for  East  Texas  The- 
aters, has  announced  that  plans  have 
been  completed  for  the  re-building 
of  the  Lynn  Theater  which  was  de- 
stroyed here  last  month  by  a  fire. 


FORT-A-CIDE 

THE     "MIRACLE"     ODORLESS 

DEODORANT    AND    DISINFECTANT 

For    Hospital    —    Clean    Rest    Rooms 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


EXPORT  managers  of  the  leading  theater 
*"  equipment  manufacturers  are  interested 
in  the  plan  being  promoted  by  Midwest 
Manufacturers  Association  for  a  good-will 
tour  of  the  South  American  countries,  dur- 
ing   the    1947-48    season E.    M.    Sims 

heads  the  Association  promoting  the  plan 
which  is  expected  to  encourage  trade  rela- 
tions between  midwest  industry  and  the 
countries  in  South  America.  ...  •  Cen- 
tral Drive-In  Theater,  Inc.,  of  Cleveland, 
has  announced  plans  for  construction  of  a 
$90,000  drive-in  along  U.  S.  Route  42,  six 
miles  North  of  Mansfield.  ...  •  Baden 
Theater  at  French   Lick,   Indiana,   has  been 

re-opened  by  V.  J.  Kelski  of  Elkhart 

New  air  conditioning  plant  and  new  front 
are  being  installed.  ...  9  Marchesi  Bro- 
thers planning  to  enlarge  their  theater  in 
Prophetstown,  III.  ...  •  Warners'  Ar- 
cadia, in  Wilmington,  Del.,  recently  became 
the    first   theater    in    the    city   to    install    a 

candy   and   popcorn   bar Previously   all 

candy  in  theaters  was  sold  through  coin 
machines.  ...  •  About  $15,000  will  be 
spent  to  improve  the  Bijou,  Bowery  grind 
house,  in  Minneapolis,  according  to  Harry 
Dryer,  who  recently  acquired  the  house  from 
the  estate  of  the  late  Al  Steffes.  .  .  . 
•  New  theater  being  built  by  Al  Gilman, 
in  Beach,  N.  D.,  is  fast  nearing  comple- 
tion   


I N  Superior,  Wise,  the  Peoples  Thea- 
'  ter  has  reopened  after  complete  reno- 
vations in  lobby,  rest  rooms,  booth.  .  .  . 
New  decorations  and  acoustical  treat- 
ment uere  also  installed.  .  .  .  House  is 
operated  jointly  by  Harvey  Bachaman 
nnd  Mindako  Theaters.  .  .  .  •  John  P. 
Bader  has  been  named  chief  inspector, 
and  William  Froehlich,  chief  of  final  in- 
spection assembly  at  Chicago's  Bell  & 
Howell  plant.  ...  •  Business  Screen 
and  Naved  will  get  out  a  new  audio 
visual  bluebook  uhich  will  list  16  mm. 
projectors  and  full  description  of  each 
make.  .  .  •  Plans  are  being  completed 
for  a  new  lamp  plant  by  Westinghouse. 
to  be  erected  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  .  .  . 
New  plant  will  give  company  enlarged 
space  for  manufacturing  electric  lamps. 
.  .  .  •  In  Chicago,  the  Metrooole  Thea- 
ter has  been  rebuilt  after  its  fire  and  re- 
opened, with  Si  Greiver  handling  the 
booking.  ...  •  Neiv  sound  and  pro- 
jection equipment  has  been  installed  in 
both  the  Cinema  and  Northtoun  thea- 
ters, in  Tampa,  Fla.  ...  9  Bud  Lewis 
has  joined  the  Indiana  sales  staff  of  Man- 
ley  Popcorn.  Chicago.  ...  •  E.  Wagner, 
Wagner  Sign,  Chicago,  prexy  bought  a 


Used  Upholstered  Opera  Chairs 
Any  Quantity 

We  have  the  Cream  of  the  Crop 
Write  or  wire  for  exact  photo 

CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART 

Sam  Levmsohn,  Owner 
829  So.  State  Street,  Chicago  5 


farm  near  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  ...  •  Chi- 
cago Theater  Sunply  installed  Brenkert 
projectors,  bases  and  magazines,  change- 
over lamps,  and  RCA  sound  system  and 
screen  for  the  new  Manawa  Theater,  in 
Manawa,  Wise.  .  .  .  •  Jefferson  Electric 
Co.  has  leased  larger  quarters  in  Bell- 
wood,  111.,  to  manufacture  small  trans- 
formers. ...  •  John  Survant  is  plan- 
ning completion  of  his  new  theater  in 
Cortex,  Colo.  .  .  .  CPA  had  stopped  con- 
struction after  foundations  and  one  wall 
had  been  built.  ...  •  A  Jacksonville 
chain  is  negotiating  for  a  site  for  a  new 
theater  in  Orange  City,  Fla.  ...  •  Fire 
has  closed  the  Star  in  Pascoag,  R.  I.  .  .  . 
•  Texas  Theater  in  Sealy,  Tex.,  owned 
and  operated  by  F.  J.  Krampitz  has  been 
remodeled  and  180  seats  added.  .  .  . 
New  sound  and  projection  equipment 
ivere  also  installed.  ...  •  The  Rita,  in 
Longview;  Tex.,  was  heavily  damaged  by 
a  recent  fire.  .  .  .  Operators  plan  re- 
opening within  30  days.  .  .  . 


A  UDITORIUM   THEATER,   Norton,   Kans., 

**  will  be  remodeled Stage  and  roof 

will  be  reconstructed,  and  new  air  condi- 
tioning installed.  ...  •  Lynn  Theater,  in 
Marshall,  Tex.,  suffered  $40,000  damage  as 
a  result  of  a  fire.  ...  •  J.  H.  Stagner 
has  started  construction  on  a  new  400-seat 
house  in  Van,  Tex.,  to  replace  the  Van 
which    was    destroyed    by    fire    last    month 

Building  permit  was  speedily  obtained 

and  construction  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted  within   90  days Local   business 

men  and  civic  groups  approached  Stagner 
with  offers  of  financial  aid  in  the  re-build- 
ing   project House    was   only   partially 

covered  by  insurance.  ...  •  A.  W.  Castro 
has  just  completed  a  500-seat  theater  in 
Key  West,  Fla.,  for  exclusive  use  of  Negro 
patrons.  ...  •  Cedric  Boyd  is  opening 
a   theater  for   Negroes  in  New  Bern,  N.  C. 


Theater  Permit  Asked 

Cranston.  R.  I.  —  Permission  to 
build  a  1,000-seat  theater  in  this  city 
has  been  requested  by  Ettore 
Picerne,  local  realtor.  A  public  hear- 
ing on  the  construction,  which  would 
involve  raising  a  dwelling,  will  come 
before  the  local  zoning  board  Feb.  11. 


***^     IF  YOU   BUY 

STADIUM,    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR      .     ^: 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.       NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 

Principal  Cities 


Montreal  Drive-in 
Planned  by  Skyway 


Montreal — R.  H.  Manley,  genei 
manager  of  Skyway  Drive-In  Th 
aters,  Ltd.,  announces  that  the  co: 
pany  has  now  purchased  an  extej 
sive  tract  of  land  on  Wilson  Av> 
North  York  Township,  Ontario,  i- 
the  purpose  of  erecting  a  drive- 
theater  in  time  for  next  season 
opening.  New  theater  will  1 
equipped  to  handle  the  largest  th 
ater  audience  in  Canada,  and  it 
expected  that  this  house  will  pie , 
to  a  minimum  of  250,000  people 
the  coming  season.  Company  will  1 
in  a  position  to  operate  theaters  : 
1947  at  Toronto,  London,  Hamiltc 
and  Windsor. 


c- 
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EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


ievaerl  Buys  Unit 
n  North  Adams,  Mass. 

North  Adams,  Mass. — The  Gevaert 

:jl^   of  America,   third  largest  pro- 

4™  er  of  photographic  supplies  in  the 

:   mntry  for  the  motion  picture   in- 

:  istry,   has    completed   purchase   of 

ijie     Hoosac     Mills     building     here. 

tamps  affixed  to  the  deed,  filed  in 

:ie  Adams   Eegistry,   indicate   pur- 

iase  price  was  about  $75,000. 

Leo  Stuckens,  Gevaert  vice-presi- 

:i  pnt  and  manager  of  the  Williams- 

Ijiwn  plant  it  has  operated  for  seven 

1  ;ars,   said   operations    at   the   Wil- 

ilamstown  plant  wall  be  expanded  in 

"  le  near  future,  as  a  result  of  the 

jrchase.  Expansion  had  been  stalled 

-  xause    of    a    shortage    of   storage 

Dace. 

Eventually,  the  company  will  also 
se  the  North  Adams  site  for  manu- 
acturing  supplies,  as  well  as  for 
:orage,  Stuckens  said. 
Negotiations  for  the  purchase  were 
32un  last  year,  but  completion  of 
ie  sale  was  delayed  until  the  City 
ouncil  granted  Gevaert  a  permit  to 
tore  inflammables  at  the   building. 


Utec  Lansing  Speeds 
ihipments  on  "Voice" 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
■ell  as  direct  shipments  to  the  fol- 
)wing    theater    customers:    Brown, 
iabin  Creek,  W.  Va.;  Park,  Memphis, 
'enn.;   Palace,  Los   Angeles,   Calif.; 

Josephine,  San  Antonio,  Texas;  Jef- 
Brson    Amusement    Co.,    Beaumont, 

|  'exas;  Coliseum,  Ketchikan,  Alaska; 

hjlmpire,   Topeka,   Wash.;    Mill   City, 

mill  City,  Ore.,  Rex,  Sunburst,  Mont.; 
fcrown,  Cabin  Creek,  W.  Va.;  Station, 

■ewark,  N.  J.;  St.  George  Playhouse, 

Brooklyn,   N.   Y.;    Capitol,    Shenan- 

jjoah,  Pa.;  Strand,  Council  Bluffs, 
(a.;  Maltz,  Alpena,  Mich.;  Jam 
landy  Organization,  Detroit,  Mich.; 
die     Hour,     Hardwick,     Vt.;     Our, 

"liand  Rapids,  Mich.;   Park,  Dallas, 

_7exas;     Colonial,     Chesnee,     S.     C; 

||?rossmore,  Crossmore,  N.  C;  Strand, 
Montgomery,  Ala.;  State,  Kingsport, 

il'enn.;      Center,     Hartford,      Conn.; 

Spencer,  Spencer,  Iowa;  Veterans 
lospital,    Jefferson    Barracks,    Mo.; 

U'astime,  Itasca,  Texas;  Westown, 
Detroit,   Mich.;   Fond  du  Lac,   Fond 

,.  u  Lac,  Wise;  Alice,  Leitehfield,  Ky.; 

Ifcarden,  Columbus,  Ohio;  New,  Brad- 

jha-y?,  W.  Va.;. Queen,  Mart,  Texas. 


De  Forest  School 
Gets  Museum  Award 

Chicago — DeForest  Training  School, 
2533  North  Ashland  Ave.,  DeVry 
subsidiary,  has  been  awarded  the  cer- 
tificate of  merit  by  the  New  York 
Museum  of  Science  and  Industry  for 
having  one  of  the  greatest  electronic 
home  study  courses  in  this  country. 
The  school  will  soon  occupy  its  new 
building  at  2700  North  Ashland  Ave. 
and  will  have  25,000  square  feet  of 
space  in  two  structures  when  both 
are  ready.  T.  J.  Lefever  is  general 
manager  of  the  DeForest  school. 


Adjust  Your  Sights  Today 

.  . .  tlon't  get  caught  with  your  slants  down 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
transactions  will  be  consummated  accordingly.    Manufacturers  thinking  that  their  business 
warrants   no  additional   effort   towards   educational   and   good    will   advertising   may   find 
that  their  complacency  overlooked  a  budding  market  when  education  was  sorely  needed. 

New  theaters  are  springing  up,  and  a  new  generation  of  exhibitors  is  taking  over 
the  reins  of  many  of  these  businesses.  What  was  to  their  father  a  household  word 
may  be  to  them  merely  a  name  to  be  balanced  with  rival  manufacturers  of  similar 
equipment.  Manufacturers,  you  have  a  bit  of  selling  for  the  future  market  to  be 
considered  now.  And  you  exhibitors,  don't  sit  back  and  wait  for  that  period  of  normalcy 
that  you  so  fondly  remember  before  you  start  bringing  your  tired  old  theater  back  to 
tip-top  operating  shape.  Your  renovations  now  will  pay  off  in  future  box  office  receipts. 
Don't  forget  that  new  theaters,  with  interesting  innovations,  already  are  springing  up 
in  ever-increasing  numbers  .  .  .  some,  perhaps,  in  your  neighborhood.  No,  this  is 
definitely  not  the  time  to  sit  back  and  wait  for  developments  to  shape  the  course  of 
action   you   will   take.    Strike   now   for   your   future   business. 

o 

A  DJUST  your  slants  today  to  a  future  free  of  shortages,  when  competition  once  more 
*»  will  be  the  spur  in  business.  Post-war  complexities  will  fade  away  before  you 
know,  and  what  seemed  once  like  a  satisfactory  way  of  doing  business,  considering  the 
problems  involved,  will  become  a   highly  unsatisfactory  method. 

Remember  that  no  business  is  ever  static.  Evolution  and  expansion  is  a  continuous 
process.  When  in  one  stage,  planning  for  the  future  is  imperative.  A  new  generation 
of  customers  is  growing  up  now,  and  your  efforts  now  should  be  towards  developing 
that  future  market. 

Don't  get  caught  with  your  slants  down. 


hEUJ  THEATERS 


Jacksonville  Dixie  Opens 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  —  The  Dixie,  a 

500-seat  movie  house,  has  been 
opened  as  part  of  a  theater  and  store 
group  designed  by  W:  H.  Smith. 
Cecil  Cohen  has  been  appointed  man- 
ager. 


Charlotte  Manor  Ready 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — The  new  Manor 
Theater  on  Providence  Road  will 
open  before  the  end  of  January,  mak- 
ing three  suburban  theaters  for 
Charlotte.  It  will  be  operated  by 
Herman  Meiselman. 


Wilmont  Kee  Opens 

Wilmont,  Minn.  —  Paul  Sieve  has 
opened  the  new  $60,000  Kee  here. 

Cashton  Welcome  Operating 

Cashton,  Wis. — Bergtold  and  Bet- 
hauser  have  opened  the  new  $40,000 
Welcome.   The  house  seats  400. 


Byler  Opens  in  Bucklin 

Bucklin,  Mo.  —  The  Bucklin  The- 
ater has  been  opened  here  by  Carter 
Byler.  The  town  was  without  its 
own  motion  picture  theater  for  some 
20  years. 

Legion  Opens  Neb.  Theater 

Daykin,  Neb.  —  The  Legion  The- 
ater has  been  opened  here  by  Amer- 
ican Legion  Post  No.  198. 

Palmyra's  New  Pal  Ready     ; 

Palmyra,  Wis.— The  new  Pal  The- 
ater here  is  almost  ready  for  open- 
ing. 

Twins  Open  The  Twin 

Warrington,  Fla.— The  Twin  The- 
ater, a  600-seat  house,  is  being 
opened  by  Walker  and  William 
Spriggs.  They  are  twins  and  from 
this  comes  the  name  of  the  theater. 


Edgerston  Charve  Opened 

Edgerston,  O.— The  Charve  The- 
ater, 600-seat  house  built  by  R.  T. 
Priest  and  Herman  Kruse,  local  busi- 
ness men,  has  opened.  Entire  booth 
equipment  including  Simplex  sound, 
was  installed  by  National  Theatre 
Supply  under  the  direction  of  Cleve- 
land branch  manager  Frank  Masek. 


Swinson's  Center  Ready 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — E.  L.  Swinson  is 
opening  the  new  Center  Theater  at 
Seymour  Johnson  Air  Field,  Golds- 
boro. 


Randolph  Named  RCA 
Tube  Dep'l  Manager 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

plant,  supervises  and  co-ordinates  all 
of  the  company's  tube  manufactur- 
ing activities,  which  include  the  pro- 
duction of  receiving  tubes  at  the 
Harrison  plant,  the  production  of 
television,  transmitting  and  special 
tubes  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  the  pro- 
duction of  receiving  tubes  at  RCA's 
Indianapolis  plant. 


Acoustics  Topic  of  SMPE 
N.  Y.  Meeting  on  Feb.  19 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Corp.,  as  guest  speaker,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  James  FrankA  Jr.,  chair- 
man of  the  section.  Dunbar's  paper 
is  entitled  "Space  Acoustics  for 
Recorded  and  Reproduced  Sound." 


16mm.  Theater  Circuit 
For  San  Fernando  Valley 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAlL? 

Los  Angeles — Len  Weissman,  vet- 
eran fan  magazine  photographer,  is 
quitting  the  magazine  field  to  start 
operating  a  16  mm.  theater  circuit 
in  San  Fernando  Valley. 

With  six  houses  scheduled,  Wild 
West  theater,  seating  200,  will  be 
the  first  to  open  in  Burbank  in  Jan- 
uary. It  is  being  built  at  a  cost 
of  $60^00  and  its  equipment  will 
represent  an  outlay  of  $20,000.  West- 
erns will  be  shown  exclusively  and 
theater  will  have  a  double-bill  pol- 
icy. Children  will  be  admitted  at 
all  times  for  10  cents,  and  adults 
to  be  charged  30  cents.  Bills  will 
be  changed  twice  weekly. 


Preferred  Equipment  for  Lucrative 

Professional  76mm.  Operations 


When  it  comes  to  auxiliary  booth  equipment  for  projecting  locally- 
filmed  16mm.  news  reels  ...  Or  for  supplemental  road  show  or 
neighborhood  theater  equipment,  DeVry  16mm.  profes- 
sional sound-on-film  projectors  are  preferred. 
DeVRY  THREE-PURPOSE   16mm.  EQUIPMENT 

(1)  SAFELY  projects  both  sound  and  silent  films; 

(2)  shows  both  black-and-white  and  color  films  ^. 
without  extra  equipment;  (3)  gives  you  portable 
public  address  facilities  indoors  or  out 
through  separately  housed  30-watt  am- 
plifier and  sturdy  12-inch  permanent- 
magnet  speaker.  DeVry  Corporation, 
1111  Armitage  Avenue,  Chicago  14, 
Illinois. 


Model  RS-ND30 
DeVRY  16mm.  Sound-on-Film  Projection 


Oniy  5-TIME  WINNER  of  Army-Navy  "£"  for  the  - 
production  of  morion    pieivre   sound  eQuiptnorrt 


For  the  Perfect  Show 
Indoors  or  Out 


DeVry 
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SPOT  TRADE  PRECEDENTS  ID  SKOURflS  PREffll 


Nut  and  Bolt  Assemblage 
Enables  Easy  Fabrication 
And  Lowers  Bldg.  Costs 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
scale  building  program  of  prefabs 
throughout  the  world.  The  Crest  is 
truly  something  revolutionary  in 
theater  construction  and  bids  fair 
to  set  precedents  for  the  entire  in- 
dustry. 

Prefabrication  of  a  theater  of  the 
Crest's  dimensions  posed  a  number 
of  problems  which  had  to  be  licked  if 
building  restrictions  were  to  be  com- 
plied with.  Those  restrictions  were 
adhered  to  to  the  letter  and  the  re- 
sulting structure  proved  a  triumph 
of  engineering  ingenuity  over  restric- 
tions, with  no  sacrifice  being  made. 
With  Kaiser  engineers  working  in 
close  collaboration  with  Fox  West 
Coast  engineers,  a  gypsum  panel — 
the  basic  construction  unit — was  de- 
veloped for  side-wall  construction, 
partitions,  manager's  office,  etc.  In  a 
fire  test,  followed  by  a  rigid  hose 
test,  the  gypsum  panels  showed  no 
appreciable  damage,  though  fire  was 
maintained  for  four  hours,  with 
maximum  heat  reaching  as  high  as 
2,000  degrees.  Panels  are  three 
inches  thick,  11  feet  long  by  16 
inches  in  width. 

Easily  Demountable 

The  320-ton  Crest  is  held  together 
by  nuts  and  bolts  in  such  manner 
that  the  structure  can  be  easily  de- 
mountable, and  moved  to  another 
site  if  necessary.  Building  was 
erected  on  concrete  foundations 
which  were  poured  in  accordance 
with  local  requirements. 

The  theater  tower,  soaring  110 
feet  high,  is  constructed  of  lattice 
steel  piping  and  incorporates  the 
name  Crest  in  eight-foot  letters.  Top 
is  constructed  with  galvaneal  metal, 
and  has  neon  illumination.  Building 
front  is  lighted  by  neon  recessed  in 
flutes  on  the  upper  deck,  and  is 
flooded  by  special  lights  on  the  flat 
panels. 

The  lobby  is  unique,  its  floor  being 
of  specially  designed  terrazo.  To 
control  patrons  waiting  in  line,  there 
&re  five  hold-out  posts  five  feet  from 


Projection  room  equipped  with  two  Simplex  projectors.    Entire  front  wall  switch  panel 
and  raceway  is  a   prefabricated  unit  installed  completely  wired  with  switches. 


the    building    on    both    sides    of    the 
lobby. 

The  box  office  is  of  original  design, 
prefabricated,  and  with  room  for  two 
five-unit  ticket  machines  and  two 
cashiers.  Special  ventilation  and 
lighting  provides  adequate  comfort 
for  the  cashiers.  Entire  box  office  is 
constructed  of  non-combustible  ma- 
terial. In  front  of  the  theater  there 
are  10  large  display  frames  designed 
to  hold  40  x  50  posters,  illuminated 
from  all  sides. 

Shoe-cleaning  Gadget 

Another  unusual  feature  of  the 
Crest  is  the  trench  in  front  of  the 
entrance  doors,  providing  a  vacuum 
cleaning  device  that  removes  dirt 
from  patrons'  shoes  before  they  en- 
ter the  theater. 

Physical  statistics  of  the  Crest  in- 
clude dimensions  of  152  feet  in 
length,  80  in  width.  No  plaster  has 
been  used  in  any  part  of  the  build- 
ing, with  consequent  great  savings 
in  weight.  All  walls  and  ceiling 
areas  are  covered  with  a  Fiberglass 
panel,  a  Fiberglass  mat,  and  an  iron- 
mesh  grill.    The  Crest  is  said  to  be 


the  first  theater  of  any  sort  to  use 
Fiberglass  for  sound  absorption. 
That  flexible  material  is  also  non- 
combustible,  resists  moisture,  rot, 
and  vermin.  It  is  low  in  weight  and 
handles  easily. 

Acoustics  have  been  so  well  de- 
signed that  there  are  no  dead  spots 
anywhere  in  the  auditorium.  The 
human  voice,  speaking  normally,  can 
be  heard  in  every  seat  in  the  house 
from  the  stage. 

Everything  has  been  done  in  the 
Crest  to  ensure  the  utmost  in  patron 
comfort.  Carrier  air  conditioning  was 
selected  for  its  flexible  operation,  and 
for  speed  of  erection  and  minimum 
cost.  All  parts  of  the  air  condition- 
ing units  were  factory-assembled, 
the  only  field  piping  that  was  neces- 
sary for  the  job  was  the  piping  from 
the  refrigerating  units  to  the  evap- 
orative   condenser. 

Prevention  of  drafts  was  carefully 
arranged,  with  fiberglass  providing 
superior  insulation,  saving  fuel  costs 
in  both  heating  and  cooling.  To  pro- 
tect patrons  from  air-borne  bacteria, 
an  installation  has  been  made  of  a 


"Theater  of  303  Wonders' 
Bows  in  Long  Beach  Wit! 
Many  Innovations 

bank  of  ultra  violet  disinfecti 
lamps  in  each  air-supply  duct  lea 
ing  to  the  main  air  distributing  sj 
terns,  of  correct  wattage  per  cul 
foot  of  air  to  free  the  atmosphere 
all  air  borne  bacteria. 

Push-back  Seats  Used 

Kroehler  push-back  seats  are  us 
throughout    the    theater    to    provi 
maximum  aisle  clearance,  and  cle 
vision    for    all    patrons.     Push-ba< 
construction  allows  for  easy  passaj 
between    aisles     without    disturbii 
seated  patrons.    All  floor  areas  a 
carpeted     with     specially     design 
carpeting,  never  used  before  in  ai 
other   theater.    Novel   signaling   d  j 
vices  and  checking  systems  have  bet  j 
installed  in  the  foyer  and  there  is   j 
counter  which  registers  the  numbc 
of  patrons  passing  the  ticket-take 
In  the  foyer,  on  each  ramp,  speci; 
electrical  devices  have  been  installt, 
which   signal  the  usherette  when  J 
patron   approaches   the  seating  se<  \ 
tion. 

A    plastic    Walker    screen    is    ii . 
stalled,  with  two  Super  Simplex  pre; 
jectors    throwing    135    feet.     Entii  j 
front  of  the  roomy  projection  boot 
has  been  prefabricated,  with  all  wii ' 
ing    for    switches    installed    before  i 
hand.  A  film  elevator  for  lifting  fih 
cans  from  street  level  to  the  boot 
facilitates  delivery.   Projection  roor. 
equipment    includes    public    addres 
amplifier,  and  amplifier  for  entertain  i 
ment   by   music  in   rest  rooms  am' 
lounges.     Two   record   turntables   ii| 
the  booth  are  used  for  music  ampli 
fication.     Simplex    sound    equipmen 
includes  150-watt  output  and  two  87 
type  Western  Electric  amplifiers. 

A  well-lighted  parking  lot  ha;i 
been  provided  for  the  convenience! 
of  the  patrons  and  will  handle  ISC- 
cars. 


CPA  Grants  Repair  Okay 

Thomasville,  Ala.  —  Locke  Boler, 
and  Clio  McCrory  were  granted  a 
CPA  permit  for  repairs  amounting! 
to  $2,750  on  their  theater  here. 


Crest  Theater's  auditorium  seating   1,164;  dimensions   152  feet  long  by  80  feet  wide; 
walls  and  ceiling  covered  with  Fiberglass;  push-back  chairs  spaced  36  inches  apart 


A  view   of  the   foyer  showing   unusual  decorations  and   richly   carpeted   floors, 
interesting  ceiling  decorative  motif. 


Note 


i. 
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1 B  &  H  Prexy  Predicts 
$18  Million  '47  Sales 


nil  (Continued    from   Page    1) 

j*he  company's  production,  company 

executives  decided  to  produce  their 

1 1  own  motors.    After  an  intensive  re- 

'*  training    course   for    their   workers, 

J'!  and    acquisition     of    manufacturing 

facilities,  they  produced  the  needed 

motors. 

Shortag-e  of  labor  is  being  over- 
come and  men  are  being  trained  in 
the  company's  workshops  to  handle 
all  phases  of  production  of  camera 
and  projection  equipment. 

B  &  H  plan  eventually  to  concen- 
trate  all   factory   operations   at   the 
huge  Lincolnwood  plant  which  they 
>";  acquired  recently  from  RFC. 

In    talking    stages    are   plans    for 

lines  of  still  cameras  and  television 

receivers,    the    latter,    however,    be- 

*  ing:   held   in   abeyance  for  the   time 

being. 
$     Prices  have  advanced  an  average 
■If  of  12  per  cent  over  old  OPA  prices 
i-  and  about  35  per  cent  over  the  1941 
w  scale,  due,  McNabb  said,  to  increased 
:  labor  and  material  costs. 
:       Commenting  on  the  recent  sale  of 
the    Filmosound    library    to    United 
if:  World  Films,  Universal's  16  mm  sub- 
'!  sidiary,  McNabb  said  sale  was  made 
if  because     the     company     no     longer 
needed  the  film  library  for  sales  pro- 
motion purposes. 


Nov.  Lumber  Production 
Tops  Three  Billion  Feet 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Lumber  production 
in  November  again  exceeded  three 
billion  board  feet,  for  the  seventh 
consecutive  month,  OTC  announced 
yesterday. 

Total  November  output  of  3,039,- 
940,000  board  feet,  59  per  cent  more 
than  was  produced  in  the  same 
month  of  1945,  was  made  up  of 
2,153,493,000  feet  of  softwoods  and 
886,447,000  feet  of  hardwoods.  OTC 
also  announced  the  general  relaxa- 
tion of  the  controls  over  softwood 
plywood. 

OTC5s  forest  products  division 
said  that  the  action  is  in  line  with 
its  general  policy  of  retaining  only 
those  controls  necessary  to  maintain 
the  veterans'  emergency  housing 
program. 


New  Leather  Preservative 

A  new  leather  preservative  cream 
has  been  placed  on  the  market  by 
Bar  F  Products,  Chicago.  Designed 
to  penetrate  the  leather  on  applica- 
tion, it  has  proven  emcaceous  in 
preservation  of  leathers  on  theater 
seats,  wall  coverings,  and  lounge 
furniture. 


Lake  Opens  After  Alterations 

J  Lake  Theater,  Corcoran,  Calif., 
has  re-opened  after  extensive  decor- 

j  ations  to  the  exterior  and  interior. 
i  Matt  Freed  is  managing  there  for 
the  Lippert  Theater  Circuit. 


Regimented'  Light  in  WU  Arc 

Cross-Rays  Abolished  in  Secret  Lamp 


(Continued 

sten  filament.  Bulb,  available  in 
sizes  from  two  to  100  watts,  is  cap- 
able of  20  to  40  times  the  life  of  an 
ordinary  tungsten  projection  lamp 
of  similar  strength. 

Was  War  Secret 

Released  from  the  secret  list  of 
Washington  last  May,  the  new  source 
of  light  is  held  to  be  particularly 
adaptable  for  color-film  processes  be- 
cause of  its  greater  depth  focus,  new 
standard  of  clarity,  absence  of  blur- 
ring at  the  edges  of  pictures,  and 
clear  definition  in  projection. 

Heat  generated  by  the  bulb  is  said 
to  be  much  lower  than  that  of  other 
lighting  equipment,  which  makes  it 
especially  valuable  in  projection  ma- 
chines handling  inflammable  film.  In 
commercial    use    of    the    new    light 

Fctirchild  Producing  New 
70mm.  Medical  Camera 


Fairchild  Camera  &  Instrument 
Corp.,  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  is  entering  into 
a  new  phase  in  its  business  career, 
with  a  departure  from  military  avia- 
tion equipment  with  which  the  com- 
pany had  become  identified.  Among 
the  new  commercial  products  Fair- 
child  is  now  starting  to  produce  are 
high  quality  precision  cameras,  es- 
pecially designed  for  the  medical 
field,  including  70  mm.  X-Ray  cam- 
eras and  accessories;  and  for  in- 
dustrial laboratories,  an  oscilloscope 
recording  camera,  and  a  camera  for 
fast-action,  newspaper  sequence  pho- 
tography. 


from    Page    1 ) 
source,  lenses  will  not  be  eliminated 
entirely     although     they     may     be 
smaller  if  used  in  conjunction  with 
the  new  lamp  and  hence  cheaper. 
Special   Power   Needeu 

Special  power  supply  units  must 
be  used  to  furnish  correct  starting 
and  operating  electric  current.  Ma- 
chine, however,  is  small. 

Various  manufacturers  now  are 
experimenting  with  the  lamp  with 
the  purpose  of  testing  the  materials 
they  produce.  Shadows  cast  by  the 
light  are  sharp  to  the  point  where 
diffraction  patterns  can  be  observed. 

Other  uses  for  which  the  lamp  has 
been  employed  are  cancer  research, 
microscopic  work  and  eye  examina 
tions,  all  processes  where  a  constant 
and  intense  light  source  is  essential. 

New  Ross  High-Int.  Arc 
Undergoing  Coast  Tests 

A  new  super  high-intensity  arc 
lamp  is  now  being  manufactured  by 
Charles  Ross,  Inc.  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  cameramen  for  bigger 
units  for  use  in  technicolor  and 
black-and-white  photography.  Lamps 
are  now  being  tested  on  the  Coast 
by  leading  cameramen,  who  have 
heartily  endorsed  the  excellence  of 
the  new  arc. 


OTC  Warns  Against 
Wildcat  Construction 


OR  SALE 
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MOTIOGRAPH 

PROJECTOR  HEADS 

All    in    Perfect   Condition 
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MAX  A.  COHEN 

CINEMA  CIRCUIT  CORP. 
.   214  W.  42nd  Street 
New  York  City 

Wl.  7-0870 
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swer  to  what  the  agency  termed  a 
widespread  belief  that  the  "lid  is  off" 
commercial  construction  and  that 
theaters  and  other  such  buildings 
may  be  started  without  permits. 

Agency  said  there  was  no  im- 
mjdiate  prospect  that  the  $50,000,000 
weekly  authorizations  for  non-hous- 
ing construction  would  be  raised, 
although  the  ultimate  goal  is  elim- 
ination o.:  all  controls. 

Although  weekly  approvals  of  the- 
ater construction  have  increased  in 
number,  most  okays  are  for  small 
houses  built  by  veterans. 

The  Agency,  however,  still  stuck 
to  its  contention  that  theater  con- 
struction would  increase  sharply  by 
the  middle  of  this  year,  increasing 
to  boom  proportions  by  the  end  of 
the   year.  , 


Press  Tour  on  Feb.  17  for 
Simplex  N.  J.  Plant  Bow 


(Continued   from   Page    1 ) 

In  vastly  increased  working  area, 
International,  makers  of  the  famous 
Simplex   projectors    and   sound   sys- 
tems,  will    be   able   to    step   up   the 
quantity  of  their  business. 
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Put  Greater  Showmansrup 
into  Your  Marquee  with 
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\\anquee  Letted 


^  Check  these  7 
Outstanding  Features 
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A    DESIGNED  FOR 

GREATER  SHOWMANSHIP 


Q    NEW  RADIANT  COLORS 
Q    THIRD  DIMENSIONAL  EFFECT      @    EASY  TO  SERVICE 


Q    BUILT  TO  LAST 

Q    MAXIMUM  LEGIBILITY 


EASY  TO  INSTALL 
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Distributed  Exclusively  by 

NATIONAL 


THEATRE        SUPPLY 


Diviiion   of   National  .  Simple.  •  Bludwonh.  In 
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been  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
collaborate  on  necessary  new  regula- 
tions. 

First  of  the  new  laws  to  be  drafted, 
the  committee  revealed,  should  re- 
quire that  all  terazzo  or  concrete 
floors  must  have  fireproof  supports. 
Committee  action  on  that  ordinance 
is  scheduled  soon. 

Additional  ordinance  called  for  by 
the  committee  will  provide  more 
stringent  requirements  for  both 
present  and  future  structures. 

Other  requirements  discussed  by 
the  committee  for  inclusion  in  new 
ordinances  are  the  following: 

Provision  of  trap  doors  or  addi- 
tional stairways  into  building  base- 
ments, to  be  located  near  the  front 
entrance  of  the  building.  Installation 
of  a  "dry  pipe"  system  or  sprinkler 
system  in  basements  of  commercial 
and  industrial  buildings.  Provision 
for  ventilators  or  other  openings  into 
basements  from  the  outside,  through 
which  firemen  could  operate  fire  con- 
trol equipment. 

Pastime  Changes  Name  to 
Capitol  in  Modernization 

Iowa  City,  la.  —  The  30-year-old 
theater  at  Iowa  City  is  underg-oing 
a  modernization  program  with  the 
name  changed  from  the  Pastime  to 
the  Capitol  Theater  by  owner  Earn- 
est Pannos.  Policy  changes  and  re- 
decoration  will  be  included  in  the 
modernization  program.  The  the- 
ater at  one  time  housed  an  $18,000 
pipe  organ.  Pannos,  formerly  of 
Davenport,  la.,  purchased  the  the- 
ater last  June  from  Albert  Dunkel. 


Williams  Named  Varlar  V.-P. 

Chicago — John  Williams  has  been 
named  vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales  of  the  Varlar  division  of  United 
Wallpaper,  Inc.  This  department  will 
push  sales  of  the  new  washable  wall- 
paper for  theater  use.  Varlar  will  be 
made  in  the  company's  new  factory 
at  Aurora,  111. 


Theater  Use  Seen  For 
Radioactive  Tubing 

Another  wartime  secret  was  re- 
cently unveiled  in  the  form  of  a 
highly  flexible,  luminous  tubing. 
Originally  produced  for  specialized 
wartime  use,  the  tubing  offers  in- 
teresting possibilities  in  interior  the- 
ater lighting.  Made  by  the  United 
States  Rad.um  Corp.,  New  York,  tub- 
ing crmprises  a  tough,  semi-trans- 
parent, moisture  and  acid-resistant 
plastic,  uniformly  coated  on  the  in- 
side with  a  radioactive  material 
which  is  clearly  anJ  tontinuously 
visible  at  a  considerable  distance  in 
complete  darkness.  It  wouid  seem 
to  be  ideal  for  aisle  lighting,  exit 
signs,  and  other  dark  sp't  illumina- 
tion in  theaters. 


THE  SOIfDO  TRACK 


;By   ADRIAN   KUBITi 


•  •  •  WITH  THE  OPENING  of  the  sensational  new  prefab  "Theater 
of  303  Wonders,"  The  Crest,  in  Long  Beach,  California,  the  Skouras-Kaiser 
prototype  theater  presents  a  challenging  step  in  a  new  direction  to  theater 
architects Being  completely  pre-fabricated,  the  unique  theater  can  obvi- 
ously be  built  at  a  cost  far  cheaper  than  the  conventional  house,  while  it  suffers 

not    at  all   in   respect   to   beauty,   durability,   or   size It  also   provokes   an 

interesting   possibility If  business  becomes  slow   in   the  spot  first  chosen, 

the  prefab's  operator  can  fold  up  his  "tent"  and  open  his  pitch  in  another  spot 

Unscrewing    some    nuts    and    bolts    will    disassemble    the    theater 

packing  up  several  trucks  will  make  the  unit  completely  portable  until  a  new 
location  is  picked Then  open  for  business   again 

V  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  THOUGH  IT  MAY  SEEM  a  bit  premature  to  speak  of 
TESMA-TEDPA  meeting  so  soon  after  the  last  one,  we  think  it  is  of  con- 
siderable interest  that  the  next  convention  will  be  held  in  Washington, 

D.  C.  first  time  in  many  years  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard At  the  famous 

Shoreham,  where  Roy  Boomer,  secretary-treasurer  of  TESMA  arranged  for 
the  meetings,  100  booths  have  been  provided  for,  and  ample  hotel  accom- 
modations  as    well   as    entertainment  features   have    been   planned 

Memories  of  the  Toledo  conclave,  last  November,  prompt  this  hope  that 
our  Capital  will  provide  as  genial  hospitality  as  was  offered  by  our  Ohio 

hosts Due  to  the  illness  of  TEDPA's  prexy,  Ray  Colvin,  Boomer  was 

delegated  to  scout  the  country  for  a  suitable  site  for  the  convention 

We  were  somewhat  surprised  that  Chicago  was  no  longer  in  the  running 
for  the  location  since   we  thought   it  had  just  about   been  decided  that 

Windy  City  was  to  host  the  next  meet But  many  plans  gang  agley, 

we've  been  told Meetings  and  exhibits  will  continue  from  Sept.  2429, 

inclusive 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  ALL  THINGS  BEING  EQUAL,  and  if  television  continues  to  roll 
along  at  its  current  rapid  pace,  we  should  be  enjoying  film-transcribed  television 

shows  in  our  favorite   movie   theater  before  the  year   is  out Shown  on   a 

large  screen,  we  are  assured  that  the  image  will  be  eminently  satisfactory  from 
a   commercial   or   spectator's   viewpoint,   though   not   quite   so   satisfactory  from 

the   fastidious    gaze   of   the    engineers Prize    fights,   one    of   the    greatest 

attendance  choppers  of  movie  patronage,  will  prove  a  natural,  and  their  appeal 
will  be  appreciated  by  everyone  who  has  wished  to  attend  a  championship  bout 
but    has   been    stymied   by    difficulties   in    purchasing   tickets,    or   inaccessibility 

A   newsreel   technique   will   undoubtedly   be   used   in   the    fight  telecasts, 

with  editing  providing  a  smoother,  more  defined  exposition  of  the  event  than 
would    be   possible   with    instantaneous    transmission 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THERE'S  AN  INTERESTING  BIT  of  change  lying  around 
waiting  for  some  smart  manufacturer  who  can  produce  a  cheap  16  mm. 

projector,  with  professional  performance  features If  that  can  be  done 

a  horde  of  potential  exhibitors  will  be  able  to  open  up  shop  and  make 
use  of  the  greatly  increased  product  offerings  in  the  narrow-gauge  market 

Of  course  we  know  costs  and  labor  have  rocketed,  but  with  so  huge 

a  market  in  the  offing,  it  seems  like  sound  business Remember  a 

man  named  Henry  Ford? 

▼  T  ▼ 

O  •  eTHIS  WILL  PROBABLY  arouse  a  lot  of  resentment  in  ornithological 
circles,  but  let's  face  it,  not  everyone  likes  starlings,  and  least  of  all,  Jack 
O'Rear,    whose    Colonial    Theater,    in    Harrisburg,    Pa.,    was    roosting    spot    for 

thousands  of  the  cooing  birds Faced  by  recurrent  attacks  from   starlings, 

O'Rear   decided    to    do    something   drastic    to    keep    his    marquee    from    getting 

fouled  up  with  birds  and  preventing  his  sign  from  achieving  its  full  luster 

Ingeniously,  he  rigged  up  a  contraption  in  the  shape  of  an  owl;  tied  flapping 
wings  to  the  dummy  and  prepared  the  starlings  for  the  biggest  surprise  of  their 

lives Remotely    controlled    by    a    cashier,    the    gadget    flapped,    tooted    an 

inserted  whistle  in  its  beak,  thus  scaring  the  pants  off  a  multitude  of  deeply 
offended  birds  who  promptly  forsook  his  unfriendly  hearth  for  the  unprepared 
confines  of  the  theater  across  the   street 


Eberson-buill  Lust 
House  in  Capital  Bow 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 
Peace  Cross,  near  Bladensburg,  Md, 
made  its  bow  as  the  newest  of  metro 
politan    Washington's    modern 
cinemas. 

Seating  approximately  1,000,  the 
Cheverly,  designed  by  John  Eberson, 
famous  theater  architect,  embodies 
all  that  is  modern  in  cinema  con- 
struction, from  extra-wide  seats  of 
latest  design  to  the  newest  in  pro- 
jection equipment.  While  within  the 
theater  every  new  idea  in  comfort 
for  the  patron  has  been  achieved, 
ease  of  parking  is  provided  by  the 
adjoining  parking  lot,  an  essential 
feature  of  virtually  all  of  the  Lust 
suburban  cinemas. 

Initial  performance  featured  Red 
Skelton  in  "The  Show-off,"  while  on- 
stage entertainment  was  provided  by 
Leon  Brusiloff  and  his  orchestra. 
Among  the  local  celebrities  who  at- 
tended the  premiere  were  District 
Commissioners  John  Russell  Young, 
Guy  Mason  and  Brig.  General  Gor- 
don R.  Young;  Congressman  Lans- 
dale  Sasscer;  T.  Howard  Duckette; 
William  Carson,  president,  Prince 
Georges  County  Committee;  the 
mayors  and  staffs  of  nearly  Mary- 
land communities;  newspaper  and 
film  trade  paper  representatives  and 
others. 


« 


Eau  Claire  Cameo  Starts 

Eau  Claire,  Wis. — The  new  Cameo 
Theater,  a  first-run  outlet  of  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.,  has  opened. 
Executed  in  baroque  design,  the 
house  has  a  terra  cotta  front  with 
lighted  glass  panels.  The  auditorium 
has  a  double  ceiling  to  permit  use  of 
concealed  house  lighting.  Bill  M. 
Hamman,  formerly  manager  of  the 
O'Klare  in  Eau  Claire  and  the  Time 
in  Mankato,  Minn,  manages. 


Warner  First  to  Use 
"WalU-Talh"  on  Set 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  "Walkie-talkie"  has 
been  put  into  operation  at  the 
Warner  Burbank  studio  following  as- 
signment of  four  FM  wavelengths 
by  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  enabling  the  studio  to 
install  and  operate  the  mobile  trans- 
mitter-receiver units  in  its  sound 
trucks. 

First  set  to  have  the  use  of  the 
new  equipment  is  "Woman  In 
White."  Installations  were  devised 
by  Dr.  Burton  F.  Miller  under  the 
supervision  of  Col.  Nathan  Levinson, 
head  of  the  Warner  studio  sound 
department,  as  a  means  of  obtaining 
the  maximum  in  communication  be- 
tween widely-separated  personnel  on 
location. 

The  FM  units,  about  the  size  cf 
a  small  table  radio,  are  portable  and 
may  be  removed  from  sound  trucks 
by  directors,  assistants,  cameramen 
and  other  members  of  the  film  crew 
for   intercommunication    on    location. 


BOX  OFFICE 


STEP  UP  the  Quality  of  Your  Picture! 

Successful  exhibitors  know  that  movie-goers  appreciate  top-quality  high  in- 
tensity carbon  arc  projection.  For  it  makes  the  picture  brighter,  sharper  in 
detail — with  perfectly  balanced  color.  It  brings  customers  back  to  your  theatre 
again  and  again. 

So  ...  no  matter  how  good  it  is  now  .  . .  you'll  find  it  pays  to  step  up  the  quality 
of  your  projection  .  .  .  and  here's  how  it  can  be  done! 


For  Smaller  Theatres— 

With  One-Kilowatt  High  Intensity  Projection,  clear-cut 
black-and-white  images  and  true  color  reproduction  are 
yours  at  the  cost  of  only  a  couple  of  admissions  a  day. 


For  Medium -Sized  Theatres- 

Larger  screens,  and  longer  throws  require  "Suprex"  Carbon 
High  Intensity  Projection  for  proper  screen  brightness  and 
color.  Ideal  for  medium-sized  houses,  this  type  of  projection 
is  definitely  economical. 


For  the  Largest  Theatres- 

Super  High  Intensity — the  finest  projection  available. 
Greater  depth,  sharper  definition,  higher  screen  bright- 
ness and  full  richer  color  are  the  qualities  that  set  this 
projection  apart  from  all  others. 

For  more  details  on  stepping  up  the  quality  of  your  projection, 
get  in  touch  with  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. — Dept.  FD. 


Carbide  and  Carbon  Corporation  *  •      I  N  C  I  '  I 

..  of  V'0"  ■   -«»"  and  "Suprex"  are  registered    [T]  -Q     ~.     ■'    30  East  42„j  «.  **  ■  '  / 

l'°d     — — -~^—--/ -"""N> — L^_J*W    York,    p:t„.    '     .gr"eogo,     Dallas, 


""lanta      rt.: 
Yo+.   Pitt.k       ,     lco9°.     Dallas, 

'     r"tsburgri       S„_     r 

_»"#    »an    Francisco 


Maker  of  dreams  •  •  • 


•  To  make  dreams  like  this  con- 
vincing ...  to  show  them  with  the 
smoothness  that  brings  life  and 
reality  .  .  .  that  is  the  job  of  the 
optical-effects  man. 

Yet  it  is  only  one  of  his  many 
contributions  to  modern  pictures. 
By  his  skill  with  the  optical  printer 
.  .  .  his  production  of  fades  and 
wipes,  of  dissolves  and  laps  ...  he 


plays  an  important  part  in  giving 
American  movies  their  high  stand- 
ard of  technical  excellence. 

If  the  optical-effects  man  is  to 
play  this  part  to  the  full,  he  must 
use  dependable  film  of  superior 
quality.  That's  why  he  usually  pre- 
fers to  work  with  the  large  and 
well-known  family  of  Eastman 
motion  picture  films. 


EASTMAN    KODAK    COMPANY 


ROCHESTER    4,     N.    Y. 


J.    E.    BRULATOUR,    INC.,    DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT    LEE    •    CHICAGO    •    HOLLYWOOD 
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ITTL€  HOPC  FOR  CBSIjjfi  U.  S.  TICK6T  TflK 

tern  Favors  Indie  Forum  Meet  Participation 


strument  for  Getting 
aether  on  Problems  is 
teded,  CIEA  Head  Says 

Jesse  Stern,  CIEA  chairman,  ex- 
fesing  his  personal  view,  told  The 
!M  Daily  at  the  week's  end  that 
spendent  exhibitor  organizations 
mid  accept  the  invitation  of  Fred 
hrenberg,  MPTOA  prexy,  to  par- 
pate  in  discussing  the  formation 
a  motion  picture  industry  forum 
the  purpose  of  hearing  and  en- 
voring  to  resolve  internal  trade 
evances. 

There  is  certainly  a  need  for  an 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

sorge  Pal  to  Make 
ippetoon  Features 

;eason  why  he  could  not  renew  his 
tract  with  Paramount,  George 
,  producer  of  Puppetoons,  told 
3  Film  Daily  was  that  production 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

ouras  Jersey  Theaters 
ck  Brotherhood  Week 

is    part    of    the    film    industry's 
ionwide    drive    in   celebration    of 
erican   Brotherhood   Week,   Feb. 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


lnt9l  Harvester 

Back  in  Show  Biz 

Detroit  —  International  Harvester 
Zorp.  has  signed  a  deal  with  R.  J. 
Marin  of  the  Delbridge  and  Gorrell 
Booking    office    of    Detroit    for    the 

irst  large-scale  revival  of  shows 
sponsored  by  the  industry  since  the 
War.  A  series  of  30  "Family  Shows" 

.     being     staged     in     Northeastern 
Michigan  towns. 
The   shows,    put  on   by   the   local 

nternational  Harvester  dealers  in 
-ach  town  will  utilize  four  acts  in 
i  unit  bill  and  a  special  film  "County 
:air"  which  tells  the  Harvester  sales 
ory.  C.  R.  Easton,  sales  promotion 
manager  of  the  Saginaw  branch,  is 
In  direct  charge  of  the  touring  show, 
which  will  be  given  mainly  in  town 
nails,    high    school    auditoriums    and 

heaters. 


// 


BIG  FIVE"  COMPANIES  TO  APPEAL 

Will  Attack  Ban  on  Theater  Acquisitions,  and  July  1 
Deadline  for  Breakup  of  Pools 


All  of  the  "Big  Five"  will  appeal 
the  Statutory  Court's  decree  in  the 
Government's  New  York  equity  suit, 
it  was  learned  over  the  week-end. 

The  companies  in  filing  will  bring 
their  legal  guns  to  bear  on  the  de- 
cree's prohibition  against  the  acqui- 
sition of  theaters  or  interests  in  the- 
aters in  order  to  protect  their  in- 
vestments, and  to  enter  a  competi- 
tive field  provided  they  can  satisfy 
the  Court  that  such  moves  will  not 


unduly  restrain  competition  in  ex- 
hibition. 

Under  fire,  too,  in  the  appeal  will 
be  the  decree's  provision  that  ex- 
isting pools  must  be  broken  up  by 
July  1,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
"Big  Five"  again  will  plead  for  a 
maximum  two-year  period. 

Additionally,  it  is  understood  that 
the  companies  will  seek  to  have  writ- 
ten into  the  decree  itself  a  provision 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Navy  Honors  Films 
For  Service  in  War 


Representatives  of  major  and  in- 
dependent film  companies  were  pre- 
sented certificates  of  achievement 
and  appreciation  by  the  U.  S.  Navy 
in  ceremonies  held  Friday  at  the 
Brooklyn  Navy  Yard.  Presentations 
were  made  by  Rear  Admiral  F.  E.  M. 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Easing  of  Color  Print 
Shortage  is  Indicated 

Announcement  by  Warners  of  re- 
lease of  10  Technicolor  shorts  in 
March  and  April  was  welcomed  in 
local  circles  as  indicating  easing  of 
the  shortage  of  color  prints. 

There  is  no  scarcity  of  Techni- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


UA  Releasing  Nine 
Pix  Through  May  2 


United  Artists  Friday  set  national 
release  dates  for  nine  pictures  run- 
ning through  May  2. 

As  announced  by  J.  J.  Unger,  UA 
general  sales  manager,  they  are: 

Feb.  7— "The  Red  House,"  (Sol 
Lesser). 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Revision  of  Federal  Ad- 
missions Levy  This  Year 
Said  Extremely  Unlikely 

By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — There  is  little  chance 
of  any  general  revision  of  the  tax 
laws  this  year,  with  hope  for  easing 
or  lifting  of  the  Federal  admissions 
levy  extremely  dim  at  this  time,  The 
Film  Daily  was  told  Friday  follow- 
ing a  meeting  of  the  House  Ways 
and  Means  Committee. 

Although  the  Committee  has  not 
formally  abandoned  the  idea,  several 
members  privately  told  this  corres- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Film  Council  Will  Meet 
In  Atlantic  City  March  4 

Film  Council  of  America  will  hold 
its  next  meeting  March  4,  at  the 
Senator  Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  during 
which  time  three  committees  will  re- 
port on  the  preparation  of  the  final 
drafts  of  the  constitution  for  con- 
( Continued  on   Page  6) 


State  Dept. Gets  Trade  Talk  O.K. 

Favored  Nation  Clause  Seen  as  Thorn 


5  Separate  Col.  Units 
For  Low  Budget  Films 

West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Columbia's  new  pat- 
tern of  lower  budget  production  calls 
for  separate  units  rather  than  by  a 
central  executive  exercising  control 
over  a  number  of  individual  pro- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — The  go-ahead  signal 
for  the  forthcoming  Geneva  Inter- 
national Trade  Conference  was  given 
the  State  Department  Friday  by 
GOP  Senate  leaders  Arthur  Van- 
denberg  and  Eugene  Millikin,  Chair- 
men of  the  Foreign  Relations  and 
Finance  Committees.  At  the  same 
time  they  recommended  that  the 
U.  S.  Tariff  Commission  be  called 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


RKO  Keys  to  Play 
on 


A  five-city  test  of  a  grind  policy 
for  Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The  Best 
Years  of  Our  Lives"  has  been  set 
for  March  and  April. 

Picture  will  hit  RKO  houses  in  five 
key  cities  within  a  three-week  period 
beginning  next  month:  Cincinnati, 
March  11;  Washington  and  Minne- 
apolis, March  12;  Providence,  March 
19  and  New  Orleans  on  April  2. 

At  the  week's  end  it  had  not  been 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Charles  Schlaifer  Back 
From  Coast  Meetings 

Charles  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox  ad- 
publicity  director,  returns  to  New 
York  today  after  a  two-weeks'  stay 
at  the  company's  Hollywood  studio. 

While  there  he  conferred  with 
President  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  Joseph 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Home  Offices  to  Mark 
Lincoln's  Birthday 

Majority  of  film  company  home 
offices  will  be  closed  all  day  Wed- 
nesday, Feb.  12,  in  honor  of  Lin- 
coln's birthday.  Warners  and  Eagle- 
Lion  will  remain  open  a  half-day. 
Columbia,  Republic,  Universal  and 
PRC  have  not  yet  determined  their 
pclicy. 
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Birthdays 


WB  Votes  Quarterly  Dividend 

Warner  board  of  directors  Friday 
voted  a  quarterly  dividend  of  37 V2 
cents  per  share  on  the  company's 
common  stock,  payable  April  3,  to 
stockholders  of  record,  March  7. 


MP  Alliance  to  Launch 
Forum  Lecture  Series 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Eugene  Lyons,  editor 
and  author,  will  be  the  first  speaker 
in  a  series  of  forum  lectures  on  "We 
Speak  for  Freedom,"  sponsored  by 
the  Motion  Picture  Alliance  for  the 
Preservation  of  American  Ideals.  In 
his  speech  tomorrow,  Lyons  will  con- 
trast the  role  of  the  writer  and 
artist  here  and  in  Russia. 

Second  speaker  will  be  the  phil- 
osopher-educator, Dr.  Sidney  Hook, 
who  will  discuss  "The  Meaning  of 
Freedom,"  on  Mar.  11.  Reuben  H. 
Markham,  foreign  correspondent, 
and  William  Henry  Chamberlain, 
commentator,  are  skedded  to  speak 
on  April  8  and  29,  respectively. 

Morrie  Ryskind,  scripter,  is  on  the 
Alliance's  exec.  comm.  Oliver  Carl- 
son is  on  the  forum  comm. 


Radio  Engineers  Awards 
To  Dr.  Rose  and  Pierce 


The  Institute  of  Radio  Engineers 
has  announced  the  award  of  the 
Morris  Liebman  Memorial  Prize  for 
1946  to  Dr.  Albert  Rose  of  RCA's 
Princeton  labs  and  J.  R.  Pierce,  tech- 
nician with  the  Bell  Telephone  Lab- 
oratories. 

Dr.  Rose  has  been  associated  with 
RCA  since  1935,  concentrating  his 
research  in  the  field  of  television 
camera  tubes.  He  was  awarded  the 
Liebman  prize  for  his  work  on  the 
image  orthicon  video  tube. 

Pierce  devoted  his  war  efforts  to 
electronic  devices  for  the  armed 
services  and  has  been  carrying  on 
research  in  high  frequency  tubes. 


Confederacy  to  Discuss 
Decree  at  Parley  Today 

St.  Augustine,  Fla.  —  The  Confed- 
eracy of  Southern  Associations  will 
meet  here  today  to  discuss  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court  decree. 

President  Mack  Jackson  will  pre- 
side and  attorneys  Robert  T.  Barton, 
Jr.,  of  Richmond  and  George  B. 
Brooks  of  New  York,  will  report  on 
the  decree.  Meeting  will  decide 
whether  CSA  will  appeal  the  Court's 
denial  of  the  organization's  petition 
to  intervene  in  the  anti-trust  suit. 


Added  Selling  Stimuli 
For  Pix  Needed — Linet 


Superfilm  Leases  Repul 
For  Run  of  Italian  Pic 


Show  "Pursued"  Feb.  17 

"Pursued,"  second  United  States 
Pictures  production  for  Warner  Bros, 
release,  has  been  set  for  national 
tradeshowins:  on  Feb.  17. 


With  the  film  industry  requiring 
60  cents  out  of  every  dollar  spent  by 
the  public  on  entertainment  to  main- 
tain its  present  high  calibre  of  pro- 
duction, it  is  going  to  be  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  sustain  this  level 
without  added  selling  stimuli  now 
that  other  types  of  entertainment 
are  regaining  their  pre-war  levels  of 
appeal  and  attendance,  Henry  A. 
Linet,  Universal-International  East- 
ern Advertising  manager  declared 
Friday  as  he  opened  a  series  of  five 
lectures  on  motion  picture  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  at  the  New  School 
of  Social  Research. 

Linet  explained  that  the  job  of 
selling  the  motion  picture  theater 
calls  tor  the  resumption  of  the  type 
of  showmanship  which  the  motion 
picture  industry  has  been  capable 
of  delivering  when  the  "chips  are 
down." 
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RKO  RADIO  PICTURES,  Inc. 


NEW  HAVEN  Sh™« 
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CODE  £  WEST 


// 


will  be  held  at  the 

Fox  Projection  Room,  40  Whiting  St.,  New  Haven 
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  1 1TH  AT  10:30  A.  M. 

and   on   Thurs.,    Feb.    20th   as   previously   announced. 


"Before  Him  All  Rome  Tremb 
new  Italian  picture,  will  open  a 
Republic  on  Feb.  21.  Superfilm 
tribution  Corp.  has  leased  the 
public  for  the  run. 


j\.  Y.  THEATEP 


—  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALI 

Rockefeller   Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMA 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
In   Technicolor      •      An   M-G-M   Pictu 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATIO 


WB  Art  Style  Adopted 
By  Community  Chests 

The  cartoon  style  that  has  distin- 
guished Warner  Bros,  advertising  for 
the  past  several  years  has  been 
selected  by  the  Community  Chests 
and  Councils,  Inc.,  headed  by  Gerard 
Swope,  for  the  posters  to  be  used  in 
promoting  community  chest  services 
throughout  the  nation  during  1947. 

Warner  artist  Otto  Luther  ("Ot") 
has  been  granted  permission  by  Mort 
Blumenstock,  Warner  vice-president 
in  charge  of  advertising  and  pub- 
licity, to  draw  the  poster  series  for 
the  Community  Chests. 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  •  WALTER  SIEV 
Sin  bad  the  Sailor 
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"CALIFORNIA" 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount   Picture   Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 
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A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Op 

B'way    &    49th    St. 


9:30  A> 


BARRV 

FITZGERALD. 


7?/i&/i/wo(//vr , 


'THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR"— 

N.    Y.    FILM    CRITICS 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous 

Performances 


ASTOR 


••WAY* 

45*  $ 


i. 


JAMES  CAGNEY  in  k 

13  RUE  MADELEINE 
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RKO  Keys  to  Play 
test  Years'  on  Grind 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
krmined  whether  RKO  would  open  , 

5  film  in  these  houses  as  distrib-  ! 

9Jt^exhibitor  or  whether  the  re- 
— ^formed  Samuel  Goldwyn  Pic- 

ip*   Inc.    would    lease    the    RKO 

iiLses  and  exhibit  pic  on  their  own. 
amuel  Goldwyn  Pictures,  Inc. 
i   to   do    business   in    New   York 

Jte  late  last  week.   While  the  cer- 
:ate  named  Anthony  Gagliano  as  | 
sident,  it  was  said  that  this  was 
organizational     purposes     only. 

jjliano  is  one  of  the  Goldwyn  at-  ' 

jneys. 

TThe   Goldwyn  exhibition  company! 

I  chartered  in  Delaware  with  $10,- 

I!    capitalization. 


0  :ouras  Jersey  Theaters 
feck  Brotherhood  Week 

(Continued    from   Page   1) 

■  23,  eight  Jersey  City  theaters  of 

-    Skouras  chain  are  sponsoring  a 

/-wide  essay  contest  on  the  sub- 

■t  of  racial  and  religious  equality, 

At  co-operation    with    the    Hudson 

Ifllanty  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

iliStudents  of  the  five  high  schools 

Jersey  City  have  been  asked  by 

idr  principals  to  submit  essays  on 

;|jerance  basing  their  themes  on  the 

jjjve   slogan   "Brotherhood — Believe 

^  Live  It,  Support  It."     Judges  of 

j  finals  of  the  contest,  which  will 

-le    place    Friday    night,     at    the 

Sate"    Theater    in   Jersey    City,   are 

•ee  army  chaplains  from  Halloran 

spital  representing  the  Protestant, 

tholic    and   Jewish   faiths.      Win- 

ujts  will  receive  U.  S.  Savings  Bonds 

prizes  for  their  essays.    The  con- 

■t    is    being    supported    by    civic, 

'^erans,  and  religious  organizations 

™  Jersey  City. 

The    Skouras   Jersey    City   houses 

Ji    also    featuring    a   special   chil- 

'  fen's   show   on   Saturday,  tying   in 

th      Brotherhood      Week      during 

;.ich  several  short  subjects  dealing 

'th  racial   and   religious    tolerance 

!!11  be  shown.  These  include  "Amer- 

1».ns  All,"  "The  House  I   Live  In," 

Id  Glory"  and  "Don't  Be  a  Sucker." 


^oaidt  Day-Dates  Darrieux  Pic 

3randt  will  day-and-date  preem 
nielle    Darrieux's    latest    French 

dn,  "Her  First  Affair,"  Wednesday 
the   42nd   St.   Apollo   and   at  the 

jlantic  Playhouse,  Brooklyn. 


BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Feb.  10 

B.   F.  Lyon  Alan    Hale 

Fay   Pulsifer  John  Farrow 

Maurice  D.  Saffle  Henry    Herzbrun 

Ivy  Scott  George  Henry  Leverett 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Monday  Morning  Report 

•  •  •  DURING  THE  COURSE  OF  THE  YEAR,  the  average  exhibitor 
is  under  pressure  from  various  sources  to  make  available  screen  time 
for  many  a  "message" Today,  just  to  be  different,  Phil  M  isn't  pres- 
suring, he's  merely  suggesting How  about  purely  voluntary  playing 

time   for   safety   films,   as    a   public   service    feature? Consider   this: 

Last  year,  accidents  in  the  U.  S.  killed   100,000,   injured    10,400,000   and 

accounted   for    a    cost   of    $5,600,000,000 Motor    vehicles    alone    last 

year  caused  33,500  fatalities,  an  increase  of  19  per  cent And  New 

York  had  the   worst  big-city  traffic  record New  York  State  figures 

for  11  months  of  1946  show  1,800  killed  <n  motor  mishaps,  an  increase  of 

230,  or  one  more  than  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  November  last 

There's  obviously  a  job  to  be  done,  and  theater  operators  can  help  to 
do  it,  whether  it's  screen  time  for  safety  pix  or  the  giving  of  free  tickets 
and  other  awards  for  safe  driving,  as  the  United  Artists  Theater  in 
Frisco  has  just  been  doing 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Edward  P.  "Ted"  Curtis,  Eastman  vice-prexy, 
will  head  the  Red  Cross  1947  fund  campaign  in  Rochester.  ...  •  Lou 
Goldberg,  general  manager  of  Fabian  Staten  Island  Theaters,  is  proudly 
showing  a  large  bronze  cigar  humidor  presented  by  his  managers  as  a 
birthday  gift  at  a  surprise  luncheon.  ...  •  Film  Classics'  re-issue  of 
"Thief  Of  Bagdad"  follows  Bedelia  into  the  Victoria,  and  Al  Zimbalist 
is  plotting  an  elaborate  campaign  for  the  Broadway  re-premiere  of  the 
Korda  fantasy.  ...  •  Alexander  Film  Co.  is  sponsoring  a  camera 
club   at  the  home   office  to   promote   interest   in  photography   as   an   art 

and  science,  for  commercial  training,  and  as  a  hobby The  club  is 

headed  by  James  Hess,  who  holds  a  professional  photography  degree.  .  . 

•  Producer-director  Fritz  Lang  proves  himself  quite  a  student  of  the  in- 
ternational scene  when  he  avers  that  the  State  Department  should  realize 
that  the  only  thing  standing  in  the  way  of  our  traditional  Open  Door 
Policy  is  Richard!  ...  •  Harvey  D.  Gibson  and  Louis  Boochever  will 
outline  plans  for  the  forthcoming  Red  Cross  campaign  in  New  York  at  an 
industry  press  luncheon  tomorrow  at  the  Hotel   Astor 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  AN'  THAT:  NBC's  tele  station,  WNBT,  will  televise 
the  Walter  Huston-starring  film,  "Abe  Lincoln"  next  Wednesday  night, 
as  a  special  prelude  to  the  televising  of  the  Lincoln  Day  dinner  from  the 
Waldorf-Astoria.  ...  •  San  Francisco  may  soon  have  its  own  Variety 
Club,  occupying  quarters  in  the  Blumenfeld  Tivoli  Theater.  ...  •  Gene 
Autry's  pictures  for  Columbia  will  side-step  the  series  type.  ...  •  Have 
ya  noticed  the  adroit  pluggin'  of  the  industry  in  those  spot  announce- 
ments   on    Century's    Sunday    afternoon    programs    over    WNEW?    .    .    . 

•  If  Encyclopedia  Britannica  Films  goes  through  with  its  plan  to  institute 
a  program  of  adult  educational  films  in  a  Chicago  theater  en  Saturday 
afternoons  in  September,  something  new  certainly  will  be  added  to  film 
biz.  ...  •  Wilfred  H.  Rowe,  Cohen  Circuit  exec,  in  Detroit,  is  the  new 
vice-president  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Tax  Executives  Institute.   .  .  . 

•  Fast-thinking,   industry- wise,  is  not   confined   to  this   side Witness 

the  fact  that  I.  Arthur  Rank  is  making  available  the  New  Gallery  in  Lon- 
don for  a  Czechoslovakian  film  festival,  March  7-15.  ..  .  •  F.W.C.'s 
Richard  Spier  serves  on  the  newly-formed  Special  Fire  Safety  Commit- 
tee of  'Frisco's  Chamber  of  Commerce.  ...  •  With  companies  in  other 
fields  making  films  to  point  up  their  annual  reports  to  stockholders,  how 
come  no  film  company  has  employed  the  device? 

T  T  T 


cominc  and  come 


EVERT  ROSE,  of  the  Paramount  Int'l  the- 
ater department,  left  New  York  over  the  week- 
end for  Havana,  where  he  will  remain  for 
about    two    months. 

RUSSELL  HOLMAN,  Para.  Eastern  produc- 
tion head;  ALAN  JACKSON,  Eastern  story  edi- 
tor, and  FRANK  FARLEY,  British  production 
rep.,  returned  to  New  York  today  from  the 
Coast. 

MARILYN  MAXWELL  has  returned  to  the 
Coast  after  being  in  town  two  days  for  a 
special  broadcast. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprints  and  importations,  leaves  today  for  a 
short  visit  to  Albany. 

IRVING  GREENFIELD,  Loew  attorney,  is  back 
from    a    Miami    vacation. 

BURTUS  BISHOP,  JR.,  M-G-M  district  mana- 
ger, has  returned  to  his  Dallas  headquarters 
after   visiting    Memphis   and    Kansas    City. 

CARL  LESERMAN,  executive  v.-p.  of  Bene- 
dict Bogeaus  Productions,  arrived  in  New  York 
from    Hollywood   over   the   week-end. 

DAVID  LOEW  arrived  late  last  week  at  the 
LaQuinta  Hotel,  near  Indio,  Calif.,  joining  a 
film  colony  that  already  included  OSCAR  A. 
DOOB.  MORT  SPRING.  MALCOLM  KINGSBERG. 
IRVING  BERLIN,  JOAN  FONTAINE  with  JOHN 
BALABAN  due  this  week. 

DAVID  H.  HORNE,  Monogram  International 
assistant  secretary-treasurer,  has  returned  from 
Mexico   City. 

A.  J.  O'KEEFE,  Universal-International  as- 
sistant general  sales  manager,  returns  to  New 
York   today   from   Chicago. 

MOREY  GOLDSTEIN,  Monogram  general  sales 
manager,   is  back  from   New    England. 

MAURICE  GOLDMAN,  secretary  of  Meridian 
Pictures,  Inc.,  has  returned  to  Hollywood  from 
an  extensive  trip  through  Mexico  where  he 
inaugurated  offices  for  Meridian  of  Latin 
America. 

MARTHA  VICKERS  arrived  in  New  York  over 
the  week-end  from  the  Coast  after  stopping 
over  in  Chicago  for  two  days. 

ALAN  HALE  arrived  in  New  York  yesterday 
with   MRS.   HALE  from  the  Coast. 

RUDOLPH  WEISS,  head  of  the  Warner  Bros.' 
real  estate  department,  will  be  in  Boston  today 
and  tomorrow,  returning  to  New  York  on  Wed- 
nesday. 

PAUL  DUPUIS,  star  of  "Johnny  Frenchman" 
arrives  in  England  today  to  start  new  seven- 
year  contract  with  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organi- 
zation. 

RICHARD  F.  WALSH,  IATSE  president,  is  in 
Hollywood. 

NATHAN  D.  GOLDEN,  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  returned  to  Washington  from  New 
York  over  the  week-end. 

BARBARA  STANWYCK  and  ROBERT  TAYLOR 
who  arrive  in  London  today  from  New  York, 
will  tour  the  Continent  before  returning  about 
Easter. 

JACK  PEGLER,  N.  Y.  general  manager  for 
Jerry  Fairbanks,  Inc..  left  for  Hollywood  Friday 
with    LYLE    ROBERTSON,    Fairbanks    writer. 

A.  W.  SCHWALBERG,  Eaqle-Lion  vice-presi- 
dent, and  MAX  E.  YOUNGSTEIN,  ad-publicity 
director,  return  to  New  York  today  from  Toron- 
to. 

MIRIAM  HOPKINS  and  her  husband,  BROCK 
PEMBERTON,  are  vacationing  at  the  Casa 
Marina    Hotel,   Key  West. 

ROBERT  MITCHUM  is  visiting  in  Coral  Gables. 

ED  (ARCHIE)  GARDNER,  and  MRS.  GARD- 
NER, are   visiting   in   Miami. 

FRANK  SINATRA  is  vacationing  in  the 
Miami    area. 

HELEN  A'LEN,  who  recently  joined  Samuel 
Goldwyn  publicity  department,  left  Hollywood 
yesterday  for  Son  Francisco,  Portland,  Seattle 
and  Salt  Lake  City,  on  a  special  publicity  as- 
signment  for   "The    Best  Years   of   Our   Lives." 


SICK  LIST 


W.  C.  GEHRING,  20th-Fox  Central  sales 
manager,  underwent  an  ulcer  operation 
Friday  in  St.  Mary's  Hosoital,  Mayo  Clinic, 
Rochester,  Minn.  He  will  remain  there  un- 
til the  end  of  the  month. 
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A     TRADITION 

1HE  function  of  United  Artists  as  a  distributor 
is  not  confined  solely  to  the  marketing  and 
advertising  of  its  producers'  product.  Twenty- 
eight  years  with  the  industry's  most  outstand- 
ingly successful  producers  has  given  United 
Artists  the  "know-how"  of  what  exhibitor  and 
public  desire  in  screen-fare.  The  U  A  labelled  re- 
lease is,  in  itself,  exhibitor  insurance  of  desirability 
and  saleability.  In  mutual  accord,  esteem  and 
confidence,  the  producer  of  "Our  Town",  "Stage 
Door  Canteen*',  and  now,  "The  Red  House," 

Sol  Lesser  releases  thru  United  Artists. 
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See  Little  Hope  for 
Easing  Ticket  Tax 

'Continued    from   Page    II 

pendent  that  it  would  be  foolish  to 
look  for  any  revision  this  year. 

Rep.  Aime  Forand,  R.  I.,  told  the 
Committee  in  executive  session  that 
he  thinks  it  is  about  time  Congress 
delivered  on  its  l:ng-standing  prom- 
ise to  overhaul  the  entire  tax  struc- 
ture. "We've  been  promising  this 
thing  for  seven  or  eight  years  now; 
when  are  we  going  to  keep  our  prom- 
ise?" Forand  wanted  to  know. 

Chairman  Harold  Knutson,  refus- 
ing to  be  pinned  down,  remarked 
that  any  prcject  of  that  type  would 
require  months  of  hearing,  and  that 
he  didn't  see  wThere  the  time  would 
come  from.  Rep.  Xoah  Mason,  R., 
111.,  said  he'd  like  to  get  around  to 
tax  revision  as  soon  as  the  "quickie" 
income  tax  cut  bill  is  disposed  of, 
but  he  had  little  support  on  the 
Ccmmittee. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  income  tax 
reduction  problem  will  be  handled 
swiftly  beginning  next  Monday,  with 
the  Committee  to  get  word  before 
the  end  of  February  on  the  tariff 
and  trade  question. 


AA's  Open-Top  Busses 
Start  Coast  Trek,  Feb.  18 


Three  open-top,  double-deck  Fifth 
Avenue  busses  will  chug  out  of  the 
city,  for  the  last  time,  Feb.  16,  to 
begin  a  Coast-to-Ccast  trip  as  part 
of  Allied  Artists  exploitation.  Three 
relics,  purchased  by  AA  from  Fifth 
Ave.  Coach  Co.  were  used  for  the 
first  time  to  publicize  "It  Happened 
on  Fifth  Avenue,"  and  will  be  used 
in  the  future  as  special  exploitation 
on  pics  with  N.  Y.  locale. 


Tele  Society  to  Hear 
Marlowe  and  Goggin 


"The  Relation  of  Writer  and  Direc- 
tor in  Television"  will  be  the  topic 
of  discussion  at  a  meeting  of  the 
American  Television  Society  tomor- 
row night  in  the  new  Benjamin 
Franklin  Hall  of  the  Advertising 
Club,  101  E.  35th  St.  The  discussion 
will  be  conducted  by  Harvey  Mar- 
lowe, executive  producer,  and  Dick 
Goggin,  writer  -  director,  both  of 
ABC's  television  section. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS $i  Favors  Indie 

Attending  Forum  Me 


"Swedish   Glassmakers"1 


Paramount 


10  Mins. 


Colorful 


Featured  in  this  Unusual  Occupa- 
tion reel  are  the  glassmakers  of 
Orrefors  who  excel  in  this  highly- 
skilled  art,  wood-carvings  of  the  old 
West  patterned  by  Herbert  Ander- 
son, several  hair  styles  worn  by  Jap- 
anese girls  and  Antoine  Gazda's  col- 
lection of  patent  models  turned  down 
by  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office.  Presented 
in  Magnacolor,  it  is  interesting  and 
colorful. 


"Community  Song" 

(No.  5 — Series  11) 

Columbia  9 '/2  Mins. 

Will  Be  Liked 

•  Audiences  join  Dick  Leibert,  his 
crgan,  and  the  Song  Spinners  in 
singing  "Rumors  Are  Flying," 
"Either  It's  Love  Or  It  Isn't," 
"There's  Nothing  The  Matter  With 
Me  That  a  Kiss  Can't  Cure,"  "Pity 
The  Poor  Lobster"  and  "Stars  Fell 
On  Alabama."  Sing-along  audiences 
will  like  it. 


"Juvenile  Jury  No.  1" 

Universal  11  Mins. 

A  Good  Draw 

Adapted  from  the  radio  program 
of  the  same  name,  this  footage  fea- 
tures Jack  Barry  and  five  youngsters 
age  six  to  eleven  answering  prob- 
lems of  the  day  presented  by  out- 
siders. Typical  question  is  "If  a 
child  deserves  a  spanking,  who 
should  administer  same,  mother  or 
father?"  Lots  of  human  interest 
places  it  as  a  good  draw  on  any  bill. 


"What's  On  Your  Mind" 

Nat.  Film  Board  of  Can.        10  Mins. 

Interesting 

This  reel  sketches  some  of  the 
anxieties  that  make  people  wish  to 
escape  from  reality,  and  then  shows 
ways  millions  try  to  solve  it  by 
seeking  out  quacks  handy  with  ad- 
vice. In  contrast,  the  following 
scenes  picture  how  scientists  are 
studying  the  workings  of  the  human 
mind,  and  how  various  methods  of 
psychiatry  are  helping  mentally  ill 
patients.  Has  many  interesting 
points  and  problems. 


Film  Council  Will  Meet 
In  Atlantic  City  March  4 

i  Continued    from   Page   1) 
sideration    at    the    meeting    of  .the 
American  Association  of  School  Ad- 
ministrators. 

FCA  will  emphasize  the  establish- 
ment of  local  film  councils  through- 
out the  country  in  an  effort  to  imple- 
ment its  objective  and  to  bring  the 
representatives  of  community  organ- 
izations information  concerning  films 
and  other  audio-visual  materials 
suitable  for  use  by  their  member- 
ships. 


47  Penn.  Theaters  Will 
Have  "Dorseys"  Day-Date 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — World  premiere 
of  Charles  R.  Rogers'  "The  Fabu- 
lous Dorseys"  will  be  held  at  Loew's 
Regent  here  on  Feb.  26.  Picture, 
based  on  the  success  story  of  Tommy 
and  Jimmy  Dorsey,  is  a  United 
Artists  release,  and  will  open  simul- 
taneously in  46  Pennsylvania  houses. 

"Dorsey  Week"  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  state  officials  to  run  from 
Feb.  26  through  March  3  in  honor 
of  the  two  brothers  who  are  natives 
of  Pennsvlvania. 


Pix-Gov't  Co-op.  Said  at 
Peak  During  World  War  II 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — During  World  War 
II,  trade  associations,  including  pix 
groups,  worked  with  the  Government 
to  a  greater  degree  than  ever  before 
on  practically  every  industrial  and 
war  time  problem,  the  Dep't  of  Com- 
merce reported  at  the  wTeek-end.  Its 
survey  indicates  that  the  film  indus- 
try contributed  considerably  towards 
assisting  in  industrial  mobilization 
and  production  of  morale  pix. 


Charles  Schlaifer  Back 
From  Coast  Meetings 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
M.  Schenck,  Darryl  F.  Zanuck  and 
Harry  Brand,  studio  publicity  direc- 
tor, on  advertising  plans  for  "Boom- 
erang," "The  Late  George  Aplev." 
"Carnival  in  Costa  Rica,"  "The 
Homestretch,"  "Captain  From  Cas- 
tile" and  "Forever  Amber." 

Schlaifer  also  attended  the  con- 
vention of  National  Theatres'  divi- 
sional presidents  which  was  held  at 
Palm  Springs  last  week. 


5  Separate  Col.  Units 
For  Low  Budget  Films 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
ducers.    All  of  the  units  will  be  co- 
ordinated by  the  front  office. 

Under  the  new  set-up  Sam  Katz- 
man,  Rudolph  Flothow  and  Wallace 
MacDonald  will  head  three  of  the 
producing  units,  with  a  fourth  to  be 
guided  jointly  by  Ted  Richmond  and 
Robert  Cohn  and  a  fifth  in  contem- 
plation. Katzman  will  also  continue 
to  produce  higher  budget  pictures 
for  Columbia  release. 


Syracuse  Empire  Blag.  Sold 

Syracuse  —  The  Empire  Building, 
housing  the  Empire  Theater  and  of- 
fices, is  reported  sold  to  an  unnamed 
New  York  syndicate,  which  at  pres- 
ent is  interested  in  theaters  in  dif- 
ferent localities.  RKO-Schine,  now 
operating,  has  a  lease  running  until 
1950. 


Now  It's  a  Garbage  Tax! 

Chickasaw,  Ala — A  garbage  tax 
of  $5  per  month  was  levied  by  the 
town  council  against  theaters  and 
other  offices.  In  addition,  a  $3  sewer 
tax  was  levied  against  every  place 
of  business  in  town. 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
instrument  for  getting  together 
problems   that  affect  us  all,"  Stc 
said,   "and   the   least   we  can   do 
to  listen  to  the  MPTOA  propos^ 

The  CIEA  head  emphasizec 
he  could  not  speak  for  his  orga. 
tion  until  aHmembers  had  indicat 
their  stand.  "I  do  not  know  the  fir 
attitudes  of  Allied  and  PCCITO  a 
no  action  can  be  taken  by  the  CIE 
until  these  two  large  groups  ha 
expressed  themselves.  All  consrit 
ent  groups  making  up  CIEA  are  se". 
autonomous  and  it  will  be  impossit 
for  CIEA  as  such  to  be  represent 
at  the  meeting  unless  all  of  t 
member  organizations   approve." 

Stem  suggested  that  a  necessa: 
requisite  for  the  success  of  the  pr 
posed  forum  is  that  the  line  of  d 
marcation  between  the  independe: 
exhibitor  and  the  representatives 
affiliated  and  circuit  exhibitors 
made  clear.  "Such  an  understandir 
is  of  utmost  importance  in  order  |] 
allay  any  suspicions  the  real  ind  , 
pendent  might  have,"  he  concluded  ; 


Navy  Honors  Film  Biz 
For  Wartime  Services 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Whiting,  commander  of  the  U. 
Naval  Base,  N.  Y.  The  awards  we: 
"for  outstanding  services  to  Nav; 
Personnel  during  World  War  II." 

Certificate  of  achievement  went  1j 
A.  C.  Brauninger,   of  Warners  wr 
handled    armed    forces    distributic 
during  the  war.   A  similar  certifica 
was    mailed   to    Harry    M.    Warne 
Other  companies  and  individuals  hor 
ored   were:    Eddie   Dowden,   Loew':i 
Robert    J.    Fannon,    Republic;    Nin; 
Foch,  actress  currently  appearing  i 
"John  Loves  Mary,"  Broadway  pla; 
accepted  for  Columbia;  L.  B.  Nette: 
Jr.,  PRC;   Samuel   Sedran,  of   Gol: 
berg  Bros.,  manufacturer  of  reels.  " 

Certificates  of  appreciation  wei 
awarded  Warners,  Columbia,  Sib< 
Bros.,  and  Herman  Stern,  formerly 
of  Universal.  Other  honors  went  t 
Monogram,  Film  Classics,  RKO,  Un* 
versal,  20th-Fox,  Paramount,  Loew' 
and  H.  M.  Richey  and  W.  D.  Kelb 
of  Loew's. 


John  J.  Rehklau  Dead 

Monroe,  Mich.  —  John  J.  Rehklai 
80,  former  operator  of  Reaper  an 
Eagles  Theaters,  is  dead. 


lUEDDinG  BELLS 


Waldman-Small 

Englewood,    N.    J Mrs.    Lillia 

Schary  Waldman,  sister  of  RKO' 
new  production  chief,  Dore  Schary 
was  married  yesterday  to  Pan 
Small,  vaude  producer  and  agen: 
Wedding  took  place  at  the  home  o 
Judge  Bert  Vorsager,  friend  of  botli 
families. 
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eorge  Pal  lo  Make 
uppeloon  Features 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
Bts    have    increased    by    one-third 
a  rentals  have  not. 
•-I   hate   to   quit   the   shorts   busi- 
bsJ'  he  said.    He  pointed  out  that 
-  —t  all  those  concerned  with  mak- 
1  ritartoon  pix  have  a  genuine  inter- 
arprt  in   the   medium,    but   many   are 
fc;|rced  to  leave  the  field  because  they 
•    n  get  better  pay  in  feature  pro- 
•:!ietion. 

And  after  he  completes   the  four 
t  noons  that  will  wind  up  his  con- 
act  with  Paramount,  Pal  also  will 
Stp  into  feature  length  cartoons,  con- 
:  ntrating  on  live  action-cartoon  pix. 
:-Oate    With    Duke,"    a    Technicolor 
lort  combining  puppets  with  Duke 
liington  and  his  band  proved  to  be 
lusually  satisfactory,  Pal  said,  be- 
tiuse  of  the  three-dimensional  qual- 
:y  inherent  in  the  puppets. 
Pal  plans  to  budget  feature-length 
uppetoons     in     Technicolor     below 
:  1,000,000.    He   said   he   could   keep 
»sts  down  because  "in  shorts  pro- 
actions  you  learn  to  count  pennies." 
.    He  also  plans  to  enter  the  indus- 
ial  -  educational  -  business  field.  He 
aid  he  was  particularly  pleased  with 
le   reception    his    "Prospecting   for 
etroleum,"  industrial  Puppetoon, 
ot  at  NAM's  meeting  at  the  Wal- 
3rf-Astoria  last  week.    He  inked  a 
?al   to  produce   six   two-reelers   on 
me  oil  industry.   They  will  be  Tech- 
nicolor    Puppetoons     designed     for 
:hoolroom  use,  as  well  as  for  gen- 
ral  distribution. 

Even  if  he  could  be  subsidized  as 
ne  major  company  does  with  its  car- 
oon  producing  subsidiary.  Pal  would 
ot  be  eager  for  such  an  arrange- 
lent,  since  the  cartoon  is  one  of  the 
tost  popular  forms  of  entertainment 
nd  should  be  able  to  stand  on  its 
wn  merits. 


ritish  Documentary  to  Eng.  Films 

English  Films,  Inc.,  has  acquired 
\merican  distribution  rights  to 
;  Children  on  Trial,"  British  docu- 
mentary on  juvenile  delinquency. 
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THERE'S  ONLY  ONE 


MIAMI  BEACH 

OCEAN  FRONT  •  40th  to  41st  Stt. 
Reserootions  Inpited  •  Walter  Jacobs 


Starlings,   \eo«  Lites 
Stuffed  Owl — ?  ?  ? 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  When  is  a  mar- 
quee net  a  marquee? 

When  starlings  come  home  to 
roost  at  sunset. 

And,  coming  home  to  roost  at 
sunset,  they  foul  up  the  neon  signs. 
Between  neon  sputtering  and  star- 
ling chattering  you  can't  discover 
what's  playing.  And  don't  walk  di- 
rectly   beneath   the   birds. 

But  if  you're  resourceful  like  Jack 
O'Rear  of  the  Colonial  and  you  have 
an  ornithological  problem,  you  im- 
mediately set  about  and  apply  cause 
and  effect. 

Get  a  stuffed  owl.  Rig  him  up  on 
pulleys.  Make  him  flap  and  hoot. 
The  starlings  will  get  the  hell  out 
of  there  so  fast  it  won't  be  funny — 
for  the  guy  across  the  street.  He  has 
them  now. 


UA  Releasing  Nine 
Pix  Through  May  2 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 

Feb.  21 — "The  Fabulous  Dorseys," 
(Charles  R.  Rogers). 

March  7 — "The  Private  Affairs  of 
Bel  Ami,"  (Loew-Lewin). 

March  14 — "Fun  on  a  Weekend," 
(Andrew  Stone). 

March  21 — "The  Macomber  Affair," 
(Benedict  Bogeaus). 
"   March  28  —  "Unexpected  Guest," 
(Hopalong  Cassidy). 

April  4— "The  Sin  of  Harold  Did- 
dlebock,"  (California  Pictures). 

April   18 — "New   Orleans,"    (Jules 
Levy). 

May    2  —  "Ramrod,"    (Enterprise- 
Harry  Sherman). 


"Big  Five"  Companies  to 
Appeal  Court's  Decision 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
that  they  be  permitted  to  replace  ex- 
isting theaters  which  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  fire  or  otherwise.  It  will 
be  pointed  out  that  while  this  right 
appears  in  the  record  of  post-decree 
hearings,  it  is  not  incorporated  in 
the  decree  itself. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  appeals 
will  cite  other  points,  including  a  re- 
quest to  defer  the  effective  date  of 
key  competitive  bidding  paragraphs, 
but  these  three,  however,  definitely 
will  be  appeal  grounds. 

The  Statutory  Court  a  week  ago 
today  turned  down  the  "Big  Five" 
on  the  right  to  acquire  additional 
theaters  and  as  well  for  a  delay  in 
the  deadline  for  the  breaking  up  of 
pools. 


B  &  K  Books  "Woman  Speaks" 

Chicago  —  H.  A.  Spanuth's  short, 
"Woman  Speaks,"  has  been  booked 
first-run  for  the  entire  circuit  of 
44  B  &  K  theaters  in  the  Chicago 
area,  following  the  two  weeks  run  at 
the  Loop  Garrick  where  it  opened 
Saturday. 


State  Dept,  Okayed  on 
Geneva  Trade  Talks 


(Continued   from   Page   1  ' 

upon  to  review  all  contemplated 
tariff  reductions  and  to  recommend 
for  or  against  them  to  the  White 
House. 

While  the  Senators  were  giving 
their  qualified  blessing  to  the  Geneva 
Conference,  Senator  Butler  spoke 
against  the  most  favored  nation 
clause  in  reciprocal  trade  agree- 
ments. The  policy  has  not  worked 
and  will  not  work,  Butler  insisted, 
holding  that  there  is  no  true  reci- 
procity in  our  international  trade 
agreements  since  the  concessions  are 
all  on  our  side. 

In  the  meantime,  the  MPAA  is 
concentrating  on  the  completion  of 
a  monumental  brief  on  pix  condi- 
tions in  the  18  nations  which  will  be 
represented  at  the  Geneva  Confer- 
ence. This  brief,  which  should  be 
ready  in  about  another  week,  will  be 
submitted  to  the  Committee  for ; 
Reciprocity  Information,  as  promised 
last  week  by  MPAA  President  Eric 
A.   Johnston. 

Congress  Hands-Off  Policy 

Vandenberg,  and  Milliken,  follow- 
ing discussions  with  Under-Secre- 
taries of  State  William  Clayton  and  j 
Dean  Acheson,  indicated  that  so  far 
as  they  are  concerned  Congress  will 
not  interfere  with  the  reciprocal 
trade  agreements  act  this  year,  pro- 
vided certain  safeguards  are  ex- 
pired in  June  of  next  year.  They 
said,  "Important  basic  changes,  if 
these  should  be  needed,  can  be  made 
more  appropriately  by  the  next  ses- 
sion  of  this   Congress." 

Desire  for  improvements  "leading 
to  more  certain  assurance  that  our 
domestic  economy  will  not  be  im- 
periled by  tariff  reductions  and  con- 
cessions" arises  from  fear  that  dip- 
lomatic objectives  may  be  given  too 
much  weight,  that  the  wishes  of 
domestic  industry  may  be  ignored, 
that  the  secrecy  surrounding  the 
drawing  of  the  agreement  is  too 
great,  and  that  benefits  to  this  coun- 
try in  comparison  with  foreign  coun- 
tries are  too  small. 

In  addition,  they  called  for  escape 
clauses  to  permit  this  country  to 
modify  agreements  where  a  domestic 
is  discriminating  against  this  coun- 
try. 


Easing  of  Color  Print 
Shortage  is  Indicated 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
color  raw  stock.  The  chief  factor 
which  has  caused  the  shoi'tage  of 
prints  is  labor.  Laboratory  work 
on  the  Coast  is  curtailed  by  the  cur- 
rent studio  strike  and  disagreements 
by  laboratory  technicians. 

Plants  where  Technicolor  process- 
ing is  done  were  reported  to  be  op- 
erating at  full  capacity,  but  even  so 
this  is  not  equal  to  the  demand. 
Producers  are  getting  prints  on  the 
basis  of  previous  orders,  and  the 
production  system  is  said  to  be  func- 
tioning on  an  orderly  basis. 
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Para.  Urges  Black  and  White  Television  Now 


cribourn  Cautions  Against 
jiaste  in  Adopting  Color; 
rogram  Content  Stressed 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
I  Washington — Drawing  upon  the 
j-perience  of  the  motion  picture  in- 
Itstry  with  color  as  the  crux  of  his 
j-gument,  Paul 
laibourn,    Para- 

ount   vice-presi- 

*nt   in   charge    of 

levision     indus- 

ies,    urged   the 

ederal  Communi- 
ations  Commis- 
«n    at   a   hearing 

?sterday  to  deny 
BS's  petition  for 

e  adoption  of  its 

quential  tele  sys- 

m    as    standards 

r   commercial   li- 

msing. 

Raiboum    statea 

at  the  sequential 
jystem  proposed 
f   CBS   closely   parallels    the   color 

•stem  first  proposed  in  the  motion 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


PAUL  RAIBOURN 


'ropose  20%  Ticket 
evy  Be  Permanent 

ashittgton  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Maintenance  of  the 
<cise  taxes,  including  the  admis- 
on  tax,  at  present  high  levels  as  a 
ermanent  part  of  the  post-war  tax 
-.ructure  was  advocated  yesterday 
f  the  Committee  on  Post-war  Tax 
olicy,  a  private  group  of  tax  ex- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Popcorn  Checking 
Service  Makes  Bow 

Indianapolis  —  Loew's  Theater 
now  runs  a  popcorn  checking  ser- 
vice. If  a  polite  frisk  at  the  door 
nets  noisy  edibles,  they  are  checked 
at  the  entrance.  Name  of  owner  is 
written  on  the  package  and  it  is 
returned  after  the  show. 

Boyd  Sparrow,  manager,  says  most 
comment  on  the  innovation  has  been 
favorable. 


Government  Appeal  in  New  York  Equity  Suit 
Slated  to  Reach  High  Court  Late  Next  Week 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Department  cf  Justice  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  New 
York  anti-trust  suit  is  now  nearing  completion,  with  final  clearances  from  De- 
partment toppers  expected  in  about  another  week.  Although  it  is  not  impossible 
that  it  will  be  filed  earlier,  best  bet  is  that  the  document  will  go  to  the  high 
court  the  latter  part  of  next  week. 


Loew's  Int'l  Adds  6     I  Nominations  All  In 


New  Houses  Abroad 


Arthur  M.  Loew,  president  of 
Loew's  International,  has  announced 
the  acquisition  of  six  new  theaters 
abroad,  bringing  the  company's  net- 
work of  deluxe  showcases  overseas 
to  a  new  high  of  42. 

The  new  members  of  M-G-M's  in- 
ternational chain  are:  the  Plaza,  in 
Toulouse,  France;  the  Forum,  in 
Liege,  Belgium;  the  Scala,  in  Ant- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Ship  5,000  Prints  of 
"Brotherhood"  Featurette 


For  the  first  time  in  the  industry's 
history  a  complete  schedule  of  news- 
reel  issues  will  be  integrated  with 
an  industry-sponsored  drive.  This 
schedule  was  announced  yesterday 
by  Tom  Connors,  chairman  of  the 
industry's  distributors'  committee 
for  the  American  Brotherhood  Drive 
to  be  held  Feb.  16-23.  Five  thousand 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


For  Academy  Awards 


W est   Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — All  nominations  were 
completed  yesterday  for  filmland's 
annual  crowning  achievement  compe- 
tition, the  Academy  Awards.  The 
leading  actor  and  actress  awards  had 
10  nominees,  including  three  former 
winners^ 

Best  Actor  nominees  are: 
Fredric   March,   "The   Best  Years 
of    Our    Lives;"    Laurence    Olivier, 
"Henry  V;"  Larry  Parks,  "The  Jol- 
( Continued  en  Page  4) 


Enterprise  to  Produce 
One  Reel  Short  Subjects 


Enterprise  Prods.,  headed  by 
David  Loew  and  Charles  Einfeld, 
plan  to  produce  a  limited  number  of 
one-reel  short  subjects  in  addition  to 
features,  it  was  learned  here  yester- 
day. For  the  present,  Enterprise  has 
only  two  on  tap,  but  there  may  be 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Power  Cut  Shuts  U.  K.  Studios 

British  Exhibition  Also  Hit  by  Switch-Off 


Loeffler  Heads  Rep. 
Minneapolis  Branch 

Appointment  of  Joseph  E.  Loeffler 
as  Republic  Minneapolis  branch  man- 
ager, effective  Feb.  17,  was  an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Prior  to  his  new  affiliation,  Loeffler 
was  sales  manager  of  the  Paramount 
branch  in  that  city,  and  was  previ- 
ously associated  with  RKO  in  the 
Minneapolis  territory. 


London  (By  Cable) — Film  produc- 
tion in  Britain  has  been  brought  to 
a  standstill  as  a  result  of  the  black- 
out of  electrical  power  in  more  than 
half  of  the  country. 

Film  production  is  rated  a  non- 
essential industry. 

Exhibition  continues  on  a  reduced 
scale  for  the  most  part  with  theaters 
opening  late  in  the  afternoon.  In 
the  West  End  section  of  London,  by 
special  arrangement,  theaters  had 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Reciprocal  Trade  Treaty; 
Export  Sales  Divvy  For 
Exchange  Balance  in  Plan 


By  JOHN  FERDICARI 

FILM  DAILY  Staff   Correspondent 

Rome  (By  Radio)  — Repre- 
sentatives of  American  and 
European  producers  and  dis- 
tributors over  the  weekend  learned 
of  a  new  government  move,  consist- 
ing of  six  proposals,  intended  to  con- 
tinue conditional  import  of  outside 
films  for  the  current  year.  Permis- 
sion is  dependent  upon  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Trade,  to  whom  applica- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


D.0.S,  Seeking 'Out' of 
Astor  Deal  for  "Duel" 


Neil  Agnew,  president  of  the 
Selznick  Releasing  Organization, 
said  yesterday  that  he  has  requested 
a  release  from  the  contract  with  the 
Astor  Theater  which  requires  Selz- 
nick to  show  "Duel  in  the  Sun"  in 
that  house  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Vt.  Bill  Would  Enable 
2  P.  M.  Sunday  Opening 


Montpelier,  Vt.  —  A  bill  which 
would  permit  Sunday  moving  pic- 
tures after  2  p.m.,  instead  of  6  p.m., 
as  now  provided  in  law,  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  Legislature  by  Rep. 
Francis  W.  Billado.  The  present 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Maine  Bonus  Bill 

Would  Tax  Tickets 

Augusta,  Me. — Rep.  Leo  St.  Pierre, 
Democrat,  has  introduced  in  the 
state  legislature  a  bill  to  provide  a 
bonus  payment  to  soldiers  of  World 
War  II,  to  be  financed  by  a  five 
per  cent  tax  en  theater  admissions, 
juke  boxes  and  dance  hall  tickets. 
Veterans  serving  in  this  country 
would  receive  $150  and  overseas 
veterans  $300  each. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif 
—  Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phom 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett. 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Bnargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homei 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAV- 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  tort,  Bombay  1.  AL 
GIEKS — Paul  Sarfar,  JMlmafnc,  8  Kue  Charras. 
SlUCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  Citj 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xaviei 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SVDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UV  2110.  BRUSSELS — Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Kue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW — Ray 
mond  A.  Uavies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN 
HAuEN — John  Lmdberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van    Locse.    AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
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Theaters'  Collections 
For  "Dimes"  Go  Higher 


WARREN  LOW,  of  the  Hal  Wallis  Prods.,  ar- 
rived in  town  from  the  Coast  yesterday  with 
a    print    of    "Desert    Fury." 

WILLIAM  HOLDEN  has  flown  back  to  Cali- 
fornia. 

EDWARD  L.  HYMAN,  vice-president  of  Para- 
mount Tneaters  Service  Corp.,  and  MAX  FtL- 
LtRMAN,  Paramount  Theater  executive,  will 
leave  town  on  an  upstate  tour  tomorrow  night 
with  HARRY  ROYSI'ER,  general  manager  of 
Netco    Tneaters. 

BILL  JOHNSTON,  Bob  Hope's  special  rep., 
left  yesteraay  fpr  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland,  Chi- 
cago, Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  on  a  special 
campaign   for   "My    Favorite    Brunette." 

PAT  O'BRIEN,  who  is  due  in  New  York  for 
a  12-day  stay  on  Thursday,  on  his  return  trip 
to    Hollywood   will   stop   in   St.   Louis. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  of  M-G-M's  publicity 
department,    is    back    from   Washington. 

AL  HOFFMAN,  ROSE  LESHER  COWLES  and 
GLADYS  ZUCi\tK,  or  M-G-M,  are  back  from 
miami    where    they   spent   their   vacations. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprints  and  importations,  returns  tomorrow 
.lom  Albany  where  he  conferred  with  Herman 
.upps,    district   manager. 

JAMES  CAGNEY,  who  left  New  York  over 
the  week-end  is  due  to  arrive  on  the  Coast  to- 
morrow to  begin  makeup  and  wardrobe  tests 
■  or  Saroyan's  'The  Time  of  Your  Life." 

MORRIS  GOODMAN,  former  MPEA  executive 
in  Berlin,  is  now  in  London,  having  gone  there 
irom  Paris  with  MRS.  GOODMAN.  They  will 
remain  there  until  Feb.  13,  when  they  will 
board   the  S.S.  Queen   Elizabeth  for   New  York. 

MARGARET  SULLAVAN  planes  to  Los  Angeles 
today. 

MERIAN  C.  COOPER,  president  of  Argosy 
Pictures   Corp.,   is   in    Mexico   City. 


Krim  Back  Tomorrow 
From  Studio  Meetings 

Arthur  B.  Krim,  Eagle-Lion  pres- 
ident, will  arrive  in  New  York  to- 
morrow after  three  weeks  at  the 
company's  Hollywood  studios  where 
ne  conferred  with  Bryan  Soy,  E-L 
vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion, on  future  picture  plans. 

Krim  will  immediately  huddle  with 
general  sales  manager  A.  W.  Schwal- 
oerg  and  ad-publicity  chief  Max  E. 
Young-stein  to  discuss  handling  of 
E-L's  two  March  releases,  "The  Ad- 
venturess" and  "Lost  Honeymoon." 


Peggy  O'Neill  Dead 

San  Francisco — Peggy  O'Neill,  the- 
atrical producer  who  gave  Janet  Gay- 
nor  her  first  start,  died  last  week  at 
Polyclinic  Hospital.  Widow  of  Archer 
M.  Bowles,  former  West  Coast  man- 
ager of  Fox  Theaters,  Miss  O'Neill 
had  been  ill  for  several  months. 
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On    44    Screens 
Balaban   &    Karz    Books 

"WOMAN  SPEAKS" 

Short  film  over  entire  Chicago  area  circuit 

of  theaters  —  other  large  circuits  playing 

"WOMAN  SPEAKS." 


A.  J.  BUCK,  Schine  partner  in  Fostoria,  O., 
has  left  for  an  auto  trip  to  California  by  way 
of  Florida. 

GOV.  JIMMIE  DAVIS,  of  Louisiana,  has  ar- 
rived in  Los  Angeles,  to  prepare  for  his  star- 
ring role  in  the  Monogram  film,  "Louisiana." 

IRVING  RAPPER  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the   Coast  over  the  week-end. 

KARL  MACDONALD,  vice-president  of  War- 
ner International,  is  back  from  a  flying  trip 
to   Mexico    City. 

LAWRENCE  TIERNEY,  star  of  RKO's  "San 
Quentin,"   arrives  in  St.   Louis,   today. 

PHYLLIS  CALVERT,  who  left  the  Coast  for 
New  York,  will  sail  on  Feb.  20  for  England  and 
return    to    Hollywood    in   May. 

LUTHER  ADLER  has  returned  to  New  York 
following  completion  of  his  role  in  Paramount's 
"Saigon." 

HILDA  LESSER,  secretary  to  E.  M.  Saunders, 
M-G-M  assistant  general  sales  manager,  left 
over  the  week-end  for  New  Orleans  and  the 
Coast  to  vacation. 

CHARLES  K.  STERN,  Loew  assistant  treasurer, 
heads  for   the   Coast    Wednesday. 

ED  MOREY,  vice-president  of  Monogram  and 
Allied   Artists,   returned   from   Boston   on   Friday. 

CHARLEY  LINDAU,  Chicago  theater  circuit 
owner,  and  his  wife,  have  gone  to  California 
for  Winter  vacation. 

EDDIE  SEGUIN,  Chicago  theater  publicity  di- 
rector,  is    in   Florida   for   Winter  vacation. 

HENRY  STICKELMAIER,  Great  States  circuit 
division  manager,  has  returned  to  Chicago 
from  Peoria  where  he  attended  the  funeral  of 
his   brother. 


Goldwyn  Flacks  Hit  the 
Road-Local,  Long  Distance 

Scattered  far,  near  and  wide  is 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  New  York  public- 
ity staff.  Yesterday  Lynn  Farnol 
was  in  Philadelphia  with  calls  in 
Washington  scheduled  to  round  out 
his  day.  Ben  Washer  leaves  tomor- 
row for  Baltimore  and  the  Capital. 
Bill  Ruder  is  in  Pittsburgh.  Llewelyn 
Miller  is  in  Denver  with  Virginia 
Mayo.  Next  week  she'll  be  in  Min- 
neapolis. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,  JNC. 

1600  BROADWAY    •    N.  Y.  19    •    Circle  6-6686. 

Complete  Film  and  | 

Disc  Recording  Facilities 


According  to  latest  computatio. 
theater  collections  in  many  co-< 
erative  theaters  for  the  March  i 
Dimes  are  ahead  of  last  yea 
"take,"  the  March  of  Dimes  moti 
picture  division  reported  yesterd 
as  statisticians  tackled  reports  frc 
exhibs.  Their  final  report^^  e 
pected  by  the  end  of  next  wV 

Painstaking  accuracy  in  cdmpi 
ing  results  is  necessary  because  mc 
of  the  prizes  will  be  awarded  in  t 
Class  II  and  III  groups,  where  pc 
centage  increases  over  last  yea] 
figures  according  to  theater  seath 
capacity  will  be  the  determine 
factor. 


Joseph  Arrives  for  U-I 
Sales  Parley  on  Friday 

Third  and  final  of  three  Universe 
International  regional  sales  parle; 
at  which  plans  for  the  distribution 
the  company's  product  for  the  nej 
six  months  including  "The  Egg  ail 
I"  will  be  disclosed,  will  open  Frids 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  with  William 
Scully,  U-I  vice-president  and  ge 
eral  sales  manager  presiding.  Jol 
Joseph,  U-I  ad-publicity  directol 
who  arrived  in  New  York  yesterdc 
from  California,  will  outline  caw 
paigns  for  "The  Egg"  and  other  tcj 
product. 


Lewis  Garvey  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIll 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  weJ 
held  yesterday  for  Lewis  D.  Garve 
72,  veteran  motion  picture  publici 
and  vaudeville  manager  who  died  c| 
a  heart  attack. 


SCREENING  ROOM 
FOR  RENT 

We  have  available  for  rental  our  mod- 
ern, airconditioned  screening  room  lo- 
cated in  choice  midtown  area.  Room 
has  ample  seating  capacity  and  is 
suitable  for  screenings  or  dubbing  and 
editorial  work.  Equipment  includes 
R.C.A.  high  fidelity  sound  and  simplex 
projectors.  Exclusive  or  part  -  time 
users  preferred.    Write  to 

Box   119  —  FILM  DAILY 
1501  Broadway  N.  Y.  C. 


DON'T  SIGN  until  you  first  learn  about  Filmack's 
New  Prevue  Trailer  Service  —  ready  NOW!  Write, 
wire,  phone  Filmack.  1322  S.  Wabash,  Chicago  5,  111. 


I  ^^-TEZNC^ED-^^V  nyholiywood  following'humoresqu^! 

jl  SHERIDAN in"N0RA  PRENTISS"with  KENT  SMITH  •  BRUCE  BENNETT- ROBERT ALDA- rosemary de  camp ■  ggm|ggc^g«gg •  vincentsherman •  wilpliamjac5bs 
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Power  Cut  Shuts  U.  K. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
been  operating  normally,  however, 
reports  last  night  stated  West  End 
theaters  have  been  ordered  to  ob- 
serve the  reduction  in  power  con- 
sumption. Tradeshows  have  been 
cancelled.  Press  screenings  are  out. 
Films  affected  locally  are  "Notori- 
ous," "The  Late  George  Apley,"  "My 
Favorite  Brunette"  and  "Till  the 
Clouds  Roll  By." 

The  cut  is  most  sharply  felt  in  the 
Midlands  and  Northwest  part  of  the 
country,  particularly  in  Wales,  where 
all  industry  has  been  closed  down. 

The  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization 
stands  to  be  hit  by  the  power  situa- 
tion.   Seven  major  productions  were 
before    the   cameras    when   the    cut 
went  into  effect.    The  company,  how- 
ever, has  18  films  in  various  stages 
of  final  preparation.     Future  plans 
which  may  be  affected  involve  pro- 
duction of  19  films.     These  include:  j 
"Oliver  Twist,"  "Snowbound,"  "Pre- ! 
cious    Bane,"    "London    Belongs    to 
Me,"  "Portia,"  "The  Blue  Lagoon,"  | 
"Vice  Versa,"   "The   Woman   in   the 
Hall"  and  "Hamlet,"  latter  a  Law 
rence  Olivier  production. 


Byron  Price  to  Address 
L.  A.  Advtg.  Club  Today 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — The  fact  that  the  mo- 
tion picture  industry  annually  spends 
$100,000,000  on  advertising  will  be 
told  the  Los  Angeles  Advertising  j 
Club  at  a  meeting  today  by  Byron 
Price,  AMPP  board  chairman. 

Price  also  will  reveal  that  the  film 
industry   disburses   $350,000,000   an- 
nually in  the  production  of  pictures.  ' 
He  will  further  explain  that  there  is  [ 
often  a  gap  of  a  year,  or  even  two, 
between  the  time  the  manufacturing 
of  a  picture  begins  and  the  day  when 
the  first  financial  return  on  that  pro-  i 
duct  is  seen. 

Price  will  describe  prohibitive 
tariff  walls  and  quotas  as  "part  and 
parcel"  of  an  obsolete  doctrine  of 
isolation  and  that  they  had  no  place 
in  the  order  dedicated  to  free  asso- 
ciation and  world  unity.  He  will  point 
out  that  advertising's  mission  is  to 
find  a  convincing  way  to  exploit  not  I 
only  the  products  of  free  enterprise 
but  free  enterprise  itself. 


5EHD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Feb.  11 


Wm.  B.  Zoellner 

T.   J.    Donaldson 

Marion    Ryan 

Dorothy    Kelly 

Mike    Mindlein 

Rex  Lease 
Feb.   12 
William  Collier,  Jr 
Barry   Trivers 
Wallace    Ford 


Joseph    Mankiewicz 
Anita   Garvin 

Eva  Gabor 

Patti   McCarty 

David  A.  O'Malley 


Betty   Jaynes 

Newton  E.  Meltzer 

D.    Kimelman 
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Tuesday's  Telelines 

9  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Irving  Rapper's  current  visit  to  New  York 
is  to  take  four  periormances  of  "The  Voice  of  the  Turtle,"  the  Broadway 
hit  which  he  will  next  direct  for  Warners.  ...  •  Sidney  Fields  "Only 
Human"  column  on  Abe  Waxman  in  yesterday's  Daily  Mirror  was  heart- 
warming. .  .  .     •Did) a  know  the  first  Metro  record  platter  will  be  "Till 

the  Clouds  Roll  By"? The  new  Metro  subsidiary  is  aiming  for  40,- 

000,000  records  during  its  first  year,  according  to  J.  H.  Hickey,  general 
.manager  of  Zenith  Radio  Distributing  Corp.  of  Chicago,  which  will  market 
for  Metro.  ...  •  Barry  Stern,  who  spent  27  years  in  distribution  and 
was  with  United  Artists,  Gaumont-British  and  PRC,  is  busy  on  his  produc- 
tion plans  for  "Bomba  the  Jungle  Boy,"  a  juvenile  best  seller Pub- 
lisher figures  show  that  the  Bomba  Books  have  chalked  up  sales  of  more 
than  1,000,000  copies  since  date  of  first  publication  and  in  1946  sales  of 
more  than  75,000  have  been  tallied Stern  will  also  produce  "Im- 
perial Valley"  and  "Rhythm  of  the  Redwoods".  ...  •  Slapsie  Maxie 
Rosenbloom  and  Max  Baer,  now  on  a  p.a.  tour,  will  open  at  Loew's  State 

on  the  27th When  they  return  to  Hollywood,  they  hope  to  produce 

and   star   in   their  own  pic,   tentatively   titled  "Two   Of  A  Kind".   .  .   . 

•  Martin  &  Thompson  Theaters,  Georgia  circuit,  will  mark  R.  E.  Martin's 
35th   anniversary   in  exhibition  February   13-March   1,  with  a  variety  of 

events,  climaxing  with  an  anniversary  dinner  in  Atlanta Event  will 

attract  leaders  from  all  industry  fields 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THIS  AN'  THAT:  With  the  close  of  Maxwell  Anderson's 
"Joan  Of  Lorraine"  on  Broadway  in  May,  Ingrid  Bergman  will  head  for 
Hollywood,  to  portray  the  role  of  "Joan  of  Arc"  in  a  Technicolor  picture, 
which  she  will  make  independently,  in   association  with  Victor  Fleming 

and   Walter   Wanger Miss   Bergman   plans   to   incorporate  into   the 

film  those  portions  of  the  Anderson  play  concerned  with  Joan  herself, 
with  the  hope  that  Anderson  will  be  available  to  work  on  the  film  play.  .  . 

•  Spyros  P.  Skouras  and  Mary  Pickford  are  among  the  trustees  of  the 
newly  incorporated  Thomas  Alva  Edison  Foundation,  formed  to  keep  alive 
and  active  the  genius  exemplified  in  the  life,  accomplishments  and  ideals 
of  Edison.  ...  #  The  Cinema  Stamp  Collectors  meet  tonight  at  the 
New  York  Museum  of  Science  and  Industry.  ...  •  The  Hobby  Guild 
of  America  has  selected  Warners'  Martha  Vickers  to  be  the  Hobby  Queen 
of  1947,  in  conjunction  with  the  celebration  of  National  Hobby  Week, 
starting  March  17 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Producer  Barney  Gerard  is  stirring  up  con- 
siderable interest  in  his  Monogram  picture  "Bringing  Up  Father"  in  Chi- 
cago,  what    with   Jiggs   and  Maggie   costume   contests,   etc.,   etc 

From  Chicago,  Barney  goes  on  to  Minneapolis.  ...  •  Max  Cohen, 
U-I  Cleveland  branch  manager,  after  the  sales  meeting  here  this  week, 

goes  on  to  Washington  for  a  family  double  feature  event His  son, 

Richard,  will  simultaneously  celebrate  his  21st  birthday  and  announce  his 
engagement  to  Lois  Zulin  in  Washington.  ...  •  Television  station 
KSD-TV  in  St.  Louis,  owned  by  the  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch,  which  in- 
augurated commercial  tele  service  on  Saturday,  is  marking  Edison  Cen- 
tennial   Week    currently   with    25    hours    of   variety   programming.    .    .    . 

•  Norman  H.  Birnkrant,  of  Detroit,  general  counsel  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Theatrical  Agents,  leaves  soon  upon  a  good-will  tour  of  Cen- 
tral America  for  the  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce.  ...  •  A  doff  of  Phil 
M.'s  chapeau  to  Norman  Pu'.lem,  manager  of  Loew's,  Louisville,  Ky.,  who 
equipped  six  gals  with  radio  portable  receivers,  and  sent  them  strolling 
through  the  city,  tuned  in  on  a  pre-arranged  Jolson  broadcast,  to  plug 
the  opening  of  "The  Jolson  Story".  ...  •  T.  A.  "Tom"  Little,  of  Char- 
lotte's Film  Row,  is  one  of  a  group  of  10  acquiring  the  Clipper  pro-foot- 
ball franchise 

▼  ▼  ▼ 


Nominations  All  In 
For  Academy  Award: 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
son    Story;"    Gregory    Peck,    "T 
Yearling,"  and  James  Stewart,  "I 
a  Wonderful  Life." 

Best  Actress  nominees  arej^ 

Olivia  De  Haviland,  "To  Mf  H. 
Own;"  Celia  Johnson,  "BrillL  E 
counter;"  Jennifer  Jones,  "Duel 
the  Sun;"  Rosalind  Russell,  "Sist 
Kenny,"  and  Jane  Wyman,  "T1 
Yearling." 

Best  Picture  nominees  are: 

"The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives 
(Goldwyn-RKO);  "Henry  V,"  (Ran 
UA);  "It's  a  Wonderful  Life,"  (Li 
erty-RKO);  "The  Razor's  Edge 
(20th-Fox);  and  "The  Yearling 
(Metro). 

Best  Director  nominees:  Willia 
Wyler,  "The  Best  Years  of  Oi 
Lives;"  David  Lean,  "Brief  E 
counter;"  Frank  Capra,  "It's  a  Wo 
derful  Life;"  Robert  Siodmak,  "Tl 
Killers,"  and  Clarence  Brown,  "Tl 
Yearling." 

Best  Supporting  Actor  nominei 
are: 

Charles  Coburn,  "The  Gree 
Years;"  William  Demarest,  "The  Jo 
son  Story;"  Claude  Rains,  "Noto 
ious;"  Harold  Russell,  "The  Be; 
Years  of  Our  Lives,"  and  Cliftc 
Webb,  "The  Razor's  Edge." 

Best  Supporting  Actress  nomine* 
are: 

Ethel  Barrymore,  "The  Spir; 
Staircase;"  Anne  Baxter,  "The  R; 
zor's  Edge;"  Lillian  Gish,  "Duel  i 
the  Sun;"  Flora  Robson,  "Saratog 
Trunk,"  and  Gale  Sondergaarc 
"Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam." 

Previous  winners  among  the  non 
inees  include  Fredric  March  for  "D 
Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde"  (1931-32; 
James  Stewart  for  "The  Philade 
phia  Story"  (1939-40),  and  Jennifc 
Jones  for  "The  Song  of  Bernadette 
(1942-43). 


Schleier  is  Named  AMPA 
Journal  Committee  Chief 




Appointment  of  Herman  Schleie 
as  chairman  of  the  journal  commit 
tee  which  includes  George  Frasei 
editor,  and  Jack  Fuld,  advertisin. 
manager,  was  made  by  Rutgers  Neii 
son,  AMPA  president,  to  begin  wor 
on  the  planned  souvenir  journal  t 
be  issued  in  connection  with  AMPA' 
forthcoming  30th  anniversary  din 
ner-dance  at  the  Astor,  April  2. 


SICK  LIST 


STANLEY   HODE,   of    Brandon    Films, 
convalescing  at  home  from  sudden  illness. 

TOM  SHEA,  IATSE  executive,  recover 
ing  from  a  bout  with  pneumonia  which  pre! 
vented  him  from  attending  the  Seattle  exec 
board  meetings. 

HAROLD  LOEB,  of  20th-Fox  exchange 
Chicago,  is  in  Michael  Reese  Hospital  then 
for  observation. 


I  fesday,  February  11,  1947 
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O.S.  Seeking  'Out'  of 
;!or  Deal  for  "Duel" 


t     was 

M. 5 

3.      -.-i 


(Continued   from   Page   I) 

Pent  run  of  "The  Best  Years  of 
Lives." 

clearly    apparent    from 
statement  that  Selznick  is 

:  ious~  to  open  "Duel"  in  New  York 
soon  as  possible  and  is  stymied 
the  long-running  "Years."  Coin- 
ing with  the  request  for  termina- 
i  of  the  Astor  contract  was  the 
ort  of  a  probable  deal  with  a 
re  Broadway  house  for  "Duel." 
leanwhile,  Selznick  executives 
uted  the  reaction  of  the  Legion 
Decency  to  the  screening  of  a  re- 
^d  "Duel"  which  they  viewed  over 
week-end.   Legion  balloting  is  by 

,:1    and    a    decision    is    expected 

3'rtly. 
n  Hollywood  the  Selznick  picture 

'tinued    to    be    outstanding    box- 

i?e  as  it  piled  up  a  $44,000  gross  in 

sixth  week,  topping  the  preced- 

session.    "Duel"  is  now  running 

per  cent  ahead  of  Selznick's  pre- 

sUs    champion,    "Gone    With    The 

hd." 


Italy  Proposals  Include  Prod. 

Distribs.  Income  To  Aid  Bldg.  of  Theaters 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 


tion  for  import  must  be  made.  The 
new  move  will  be  effective  until  Dec. 
31  of  this  year. 

The  sixpoint  program  covers  ac- 
tivities for  1947.  Conditions  and 
terms  are  to  be  revised  carefully.  A 
new  program  will  be  inaugurated  for 
1948. 

Sweeping  angles  of  the  new  pro- 
posals include  50  per  cent  partici- 
pation in  Italian  production  by  for- 
eign interests.  Construction  of  the- 
aters and  rentals  of  properties  are 
included  in  financing  which  is  to  de- 
rive from  international  distribution 
of  Italian  product. 

The  text  of  the  proposals  follows: 

1.  The  country  from  which 
films  are  imported  is  to  grant 
Italy  reciprocal  treatment. 

2.  Gross  proceeds  of  perform- 
ances must  be  paid  into  a  non- 
transferable lira  account  en- 
titled "Motion  Picture  Account." 
The  importer  is  to  select  a  bank 
authorized  to  deal  in  foreign  ex- 
change. 

3.  Foreign  interests  must  use 


Italian  studio  facilities  and  par- 
ticipate in  Italian  production  up 
to  50  per  cent  of  cost.  Proceeds 
from  production  to  be  shared 
proportionately  by  the  Italian 
producer,  who  must  conform  to 
exchange  regulations  currently 
in  effect.  Funds  must  also  be 
applied  to  construction  and  rent- 
al of  theaters. 

4.  Foreign  interests  may  dis- 
pose of  foreign  exchange  accum- 
ulated in  Italy  via  exportation  of 
films  produced  in  Italy  in  part- 
nership, or  to  an  amount  cor- 
responding to  that  invested  in 
the  film.  Amounts  exceeding 
exchange  regulations  deriving 
from  exports  under  50  per  cent 
of  the  total  proceeds  are  to  be 
turned  into  Italian  exchange  at 
the  official  rate  plus  equalization 
tax. 

5.  Upon  securing  permission 
of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Trade 
various  humanitarian  institu- 
tions, patriotic  organizations  and 
religious  bodies  are  to  be  com- 


Loew's  Int'l  Adds 
New  Houses  Abroad 


(Continued   from   Page   1 ) 

werp;  the  Rialto,  in  Geneva;  the 
Capitol,  in  Lausanne,  Switzerland; 
and  the  Regal  in  Sydney,  Australia. 
Acquisition  of  these  houses  is  a 
continuation  of  the  company's  ex- 
panding world-wide  theater  opera- 
tions that  began  in  Latin-America 
at  the  close  of  the  war  and  took  on 
new  tempo  in  Europe  and  the  Far 
East  during  the  past  six  months. 
Aim  of  the  program  is  to  provide 
class  outlets  for  Metro  product  in 
key  cities  everywhere. 


John  "Dad"  Pfeifer  Dead 

Columbus,  O.— John  "Dad"  Pfeifer, 
87-year-old  founder  and  president 
of  the  Pfeifer  Show  Print  Co.,  died 
following  a  five-week  illness. 


pensated  when  they  are  utilized 
for  film  production  purposes. 
Institutions  must  be  legally  rec- 
ognized by  the  government. 

6.  The  program  outlined  above 
is  conditional  for  this  year  and 
stands  to  be  revised  for  1948. 


BEBOHAH KERR 

TO    AfyJERICA    Q,N    THE    COVER   OF    THE    FEB.   10th   ISSUE 


€flGL€-LI0n 

presents 


DEBORAHKERR 


THE  NEXT  GREAT  BOX-OFFICE  HIT  FROM  THE  ENTERTAINMENT  LEADER  OF  THE  INDUSTRY! 
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ONLY 
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YEAR  BOOK 

of 

MOTION 

PICTURES 
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FILM  DAILY 
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29th  EDITIO 

Now  in 
Work 

OUT  SOON 


Ohio's  State  Tax  Commissioner  Would  Have 

Admission  Tax  Field  Turned  Over  to  Cities 

Cclumbus,  0. — Recommendation  that  the  state  vacate  the  $3  000,000-a-year 
admissions  tax  field,  leaving  that  lucrative  area  to  cities,  was  made  by  State 
Tax  Commissioner  Emory  Glander  after  a  five-month  study  of  Ohio's  revenue 
system. 

Glander  pointed  out  that  shifting  of  the  admissions  tax  to  local  governments 
would  actually  increase  the  income  from  this  source  to  the  extent  that  the 
cities  would  benefit  more  than  if  the  local  government  fund  were  increased  by 
$4,500,000  or  $5,000,000. 

Opposition  to  the  proposed  repeal  of  the  three  per  cent  admissions  tax  has 
been  voiced  by  P.  J.  Wood,  secretary  cf  the  Independent  Theater  Owners  of 
Ohio,  who  fears  that  some  cities  may  impose  admission  taxes  as  high  as  10 
per  cent. 


Theater  Tradeshowings 
Planned  for  "Yearling" 


"The  Yearling,"  because  of  its  cul- 
tural and  educational  import,  will  be 
tradeshown  at  night  in  specially 
selected  theaters  in  all  keys  except 
New  York,  Los  Angeles  and  Chicago, 
where  it  has  already  been  screened 
for  exhibitors,  and  Philadelphia, 
where  it  will  be  shown  to  exhibs.  at 
the  M-G-M  exchange  and  another 
showing  set  up  later  for  invitational 
groups.  The  plan  follows  closely 
along  the  lines  adopted  by  Metro  for 
"The  Green  Years"  last  year. 

Invitations  are  going  to  exhibitors, 
educational,  civic  and  state  leaders 
for  the  special  theater  screenings 
which  will  get  under  way  as  early  as 
Feb.  20  in  some  territories.  By 
March  5  all  exchanges  will  have 
shown  the  pic.  Branch  managers  are 
in  charge  of  the  screenings. 


Senator  Thomas  Lauds 
Enterprises'  "Ramrod" 


Washington    Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Enterprise's  "Ram- 
rod,"" filmed  last  Summer  in  Zion 
National  Park,  Utah,  received  lavish 
praise  yesterday  from  Sen.  Elmer 
Thomas,  D.,  Utah.  Thomas  told  the 
Senate  that  residents  of  the  state 
had  been  employed  in  the  filming  and 
had  co-operated  in  many  ways. 
Premiere  is  at  Salt  Lake  City 
Feb.  21. 

"I  am  sure  that  I  speak  for  all 
of  the  people  of  Utah  when  I  sav 
that  we  are  delighted  that  through 
the  eyes  of  the  motion  picture  cam- 
era millions  of  theatergoers  at  home 
and  abroad  will  be  visiting  our 
glorious  state  during  our  Centennial 
celebration,"  Thomas  said.  .  .  .  "En- 
terprise Productions  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated for  dedicating  this  picture 
to  the  Utah  Centennial"." 


It's  Now  Posner-Zabin 

Joint  announcement  is  made  by 
partners  Jack  Posner  and  James  B. 
Zabin  of  the  renaming  of  their  ad- 
agency  from  Posner  Advertising 
Aeency  to  Posner-Zabin,  Adver- 
tising. Up  until  the  change  Zabin 
was  veepee.  He  had  formerly  been 
associated  with  Grey  Advertising 
Agency,  Buchanan  &  Co.,  and  Cinema 
Circuit  Corp.  He  is  also  co-author 
of  "Understanding  Advertising,"  and 
ex-veepee  of  Ampa. 


More  "Best  Years"  Dates 
On  Reserved  Seat  Policy 


Reserved  performance  engage- 
ments of  Sam  Goldwyn's  "The  Best 
Years  of  Our  Lives"  have  been  for 
the  Tower,  Oklahoma  City,  com- 
mencing April  16;  the  Avalon,  Grand 
Junction,  Colo.,  commencing  April 
10;  the  Sterling,  Greeley,  Colo.,  com- 
mencing March  20;  the  Trail,  Colo- 
rado Springs,  commencing  March  18; 
the  Main,  Pueblo,  commencing  April 
8;  the  Denver  Aladdin,  commencing 
March  11;  and  the  Lincoln,  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  day  and  date  with  a  not  yet 
dated  engagement  in  Omaha. 

In  addition  to  reserved  perform- 
ance engagement  at  the  Tower  in 
Oklahoma  City,  there  will  also  be 
day  and  date  continuous  run  en- 
gagement in  Oklahoma  City  at  the 
Criterion  theater. 

Continuous  run  policy  engage- 
ments ai*e  slated  for  St.  Petersburg. 
Fla.,  Playhouse  Theater,  reserved 
performance  policy,  commencing 
March  7;  Tampa,  Fla.,  day  and  date 
at  State  and  Palms  Theaters,  re- 
served performance  policv  at  both 
theaters  commencing  March  7;  the 
Cincinnati  Capitol,  commencing 
March  11;  Keith's  Washington,  com- 
mencing March  12;  the  Minneapolis 
Pan,  commencing  March  12;  the 
Providence  Albee,  commencing  March 
19;  while  in  New  Orleans,  both  the 
Orpheum  and  Liberty  will  play  day 
and  date  commencing  April  4. 

Continuous  run  dates  are  all 
RKO  keys. 


Seldner  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
1:30  this  afternoon  for  Isaac  Seld- 
ner, 81,  at  the  Riverside  Memorial 
Chanel.  Seldner  was  relief  manager 
at  the  Loew's  Mayfair  for  the  past 
two  years.  He  had  been  with  the 
company  since  1905,  and  was  the 
oldest  active  manaeer  on  the  Loew 
circuit.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
Bessie  Postman  Seldner. 


Morgan  Mills  to  Smith 

Alexander  Smith  &  Sons  Carpet 
Co.  have  announced  acauisition  of 
controlling  interest  in  Morgan  Cot- 
ton Mills  of  Georgia,  Inc.,  at  Quit- 
man. No  change  is  contemplated  in 
the  management  of  the  mills,  which 
in  recent  years  have  supplied  a  sub- 
stantial portion  of  the  cotton  yarns 
used  by  the  company. 


Para.  Urges  Black 
And  White  Video  Nc 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

picture  industry,  a  process  that 
abandoned  when  it  was  found  to  j 
duce    eyestrain    and    was   peculia 
susceptible  to  flicker  and  co^*hre 

Maintaining  that  "progrHin  c 
tent  is  much  more  important  in 
termining  interest  in  motion  pictui 
than  is  color,"  the  Para  execu: 
pointed  out  that  only  8  per  cent 
the  feature  films  produced  in  1: 
were  in  color  while  the  Acade 
award  winners  and  chief  box-of 
hits  of  1944  and  1945    ("Going 

The  Illinois  Bell  Telephone 
announced  yesterday  that  two  cat 
to  transmit  video  signals  will 
built  this  year  to  pipe  television  p 
grams  from  New  York  to  Chica 
via  two  routes,  one  by  way  of  So 
Bend,  Ind.,  and  the  other  throi 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Way"    and    "The    Lost    Weeken. 
were  both  filmed  in  black  and  wh 

Claiming  that  the  motion  pict 
had  failed  as   a   medium  for   wi' 
spread    education,    Raibourn    sta; 
that    this    failure    was    due    to 
simple   fact   that   a   motion    pict 
projector  is  a  complicated  mech  ' 
ism,  difficult  for  the  ordinary  ir 
vidual    to    handle    and    requiring1 
darkened    room   for    viewing, 
other  words,  it  is  not  a  conveni 
and  handy  instrument  for  operat 
by  all  members  of  the  family  in 
home." 

He  told  the  Commission  that  te 
vision  was  in  a  position  to  do  t 
job  cf  education  inasmuch  as  pr 
ently  available  black  and  white 
ceivers  can  be  operated  in  a  sim 
manner  under  normal  lighting  c< 
ditions    of    the    home    or   even    o< 
doors  in  sunlight.    Raibourn's  sta. 
ment   concluded   that  the   CBS  p: 
posed  color  system,  which  loses 
per   cent    of   the    available  light 
reception,  would  apply  to  televisi 
the  same  limiting  conditions  as  % 
motion  picture  which  would  be  "d 
astrous    to    television   as    an   educ 
tional   medium,  probably  relegate 
it  to  the  field  where  the  motion  p.' 
ture  has  found  its  importance,  nam 
iv,  entertainment." 


WEDDinG  BELL! 


Lund-Hosie 
William  A.  Hosie,  Eastern  pu 
licity  rep.  for  Walt  Disney  Prod 
with  headquarters  in  the  RKO  Rad 
home  office,  was  married  Sund; 
to  Martha  Lund  of  Greenwich,  Con 
The  couple  will  honeymoon  in  tl 
South,  returning  Feb.  24. 

Schuh-Beach 

Chicago — Linnie  Beach,  manag 
of  the  Portland,  Ore.,  branch 
Ideal  Pictures  Corp.,  will  man 
Shirley  Schuh  in  April. 
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V  6^  DAILY 


feeling  'Bound 
WASHINGTON 

ii    By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER    = 

WASHINGTON 

HISDIC110NAL    strikes,    such    as    the 

o.lywood  dispute,  should  be  proh.bited, 

*,r        Institution    recommended     in     a 

/  ___  public  today  .  .  .  The  Institu- 

sartrsuch  strikes   snould  be  prohioited 

use    "there    is    notning    the    employers 

Ived  in  such   disputes   can  do  to   settle 

i. '  The  organization  also  recommended 

the    conciliation    service    be    removed 

the  Department  ot  Labor  and  placed  in 

naepenoent  agency. 


N.   ROBERT   TAFT,   R.,   of   Ohio,   indi- 
cated over  the  week-end  that  Republi- 

may   abandon   plans  to  fight  the   Ad- 
stranon  s    reciprocal    trade   program    at 

session  of  Congress,  indicating  tnat 
•blicans  may  save  their  fire  until  next 
I  wnen  the  tariff  program  expires  .  .  . 
se  Republican  leaders,  however,  have 
cated  they  will  fight  the  trade  pro- 
ii  at  this  session.  The  tariff-writing 
se  Ways  and  Means  Committee  already 
scheduled  hearings  on  the  subject, 
eanwhile,  MrAA  President  Eric  A. 
;<ston  said  he  was  opposed  to  any  post- 
:ment  of  the  Geneva  conference  look- 
t. wards  formation  of  an  International 
e  Organization  .  .  .  Declaring  that  the 
gn  market  for  American  films  has 
i  "scarcely  touched,"  Johnston  said 
ination  of  foreign  trade  barriers  could 
rase  overseas  business  of  U  S.  pix 
fold."  ' 

•  • 
/ASHINGTON    is    certainly    giving    an 

all-out  reception  to  J.  Arthur  Rank's 

'«iry  V."  The  film  is  n:w  going  into  its 

week  at  the  Little,  and  it  is  definite- 

lanned  that  it  run  for  at  least  24  weeks. 

way   the   hcuse  is   filling  currently,  at 

show    prices,    it   could    probably    run    a 

longer   ...    Of   course,    the    Little    is 

•erly    named — it   seats   only    289.   With 

shows   daily,   that   means  about   4,000 

issions  per  week  ...  As  of  t:day  the 

ise    is    pretty    well    sold    for    the     next 

th. 

•  •    - 

will  be  some  time  yet  before  the  House 
Jn-American   Activities   Committee  gets 

nd   to  its  promised   new  study  of   Hol- 

:od    influences,    we're    informed     by    a 

member    of    the    committee    .    .    .    In- 

igatory  efforts  will  be  devoted  entirely 
eftist  elements. 

.terprise  to  Produce 
e  Reel  Short  Subjects 


Mexico  B.  0.  Grosses 
Doubled  in  10  Years 


Miquel  Torres,  Mexican  film  pro- 
ducer, said  yesterday  that  boxoffice 
grosses  have  doubled  in  Mexico 
within  the  past  10  years.  "Both  'A 
Song  to  Remember'  and  'The  Bells 
of  St.  Mary's'  netted  more  than  $200,- 
000  in  a  single  engagement  at  Mex- 
ico City's  Alameda  Theater,"  Torres 
said. 

The  producer  expects  to  leave  to- 
day for  England  and  Spain  where  he 
will  complete  arrangements  for  His- 
pano  Continental  Minis  production 
of  "The  Life  of  Hernando  Cortez."  Pic 
is  being  produced  with  Mexican  and 
Spanish  capital  and  both  English 
and  Spanish  language  versions  will 
oe  made. 


Ship  5,000  Prints  of 
'Brotherhood"  Featurette 


(Continued    from   Page   1) 

prints  of  the  250-foot  featurette  were 
shipped  yesterday  to  all  exchanges. 

First  and  subsequent  runs  of  ev- 
ery newsreel  released  will  feature 
the  special  David  O.  Selznick  subject 
for  the  drive,  sponsored  by  the  Na- 
tional Conference  of  Christians  and 
Jews. 

Following  is  the  schedule  of  re- 
lease dates  for  each  key  city  for  the 
newsreels  carrying  the  special  fea- 
turette: 

Feb.  14:  Albany,  Boston,  Buffalo, 
Chicago,  Cleveland,  Des  Moines, 
Minneapolis,  New  Haven,  Pittsburgh, 
San  Francisco,  Seattle  and  Washing- 
ton. 

Feb.  15:  Dallas,  Los  Angeles,  Mil- 
waukee, Oklahoma  City,  Philadelphia 
and  Portland. 

Feb.  16:  Atlanta,  Charlotte,  Cin- 
cinnati, Denver,  Kansas  City,  Mem- 
phis, New  Orleans,  Omaha,  St.  Louis 
and  Salt  Lake  City. 

Feb.  19:  New  York. 

The  featurette  will  be  attached  to 
all  subsequent  run  issues  playing 
during  the  drive  period. 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
re.     Shorts    will    be    outside    the 
ten  path,  in  any  event. 
Tnited  Artists  will  distribute  the 
rts  on  this  side,  with  Loew's  In- 
national  handling  overseas. 


Bill  Would  Enable 
'.  M.  Sunday  Opening 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 

iday  amusement  law,  which  allows 
al  option  on  moving  pictures,  was 
•  sed  in  1939,  following  bitter  con- 
versy. 


Haines,  Lapidus,  Moray 
In  WB  Branch  Meetings 


Salvador  May  Sell 
Theater  Monopoly 

San  Salvador  (By  Air  Mail)— The 
Salvador  government  is  reported 
considering  the  sale  to  private  in- 
terests of  the  National  Theater  -cir- 
cuit, which  has  a  monopoly  in  the 
motion  picture  field. 


Nary  Pickford  Desires 
haw  to  Visit  H'wood 


■2 


Declaring  that  the  future  of  the 
American  film  industry  depends  upon 
quality  production  Mary  Pickford 
said,  upon  arriving  here  yesterday 
from  Hollywood,  that  she  would  like 
George  Bernard  Shaw  to  visit  Holly- 
wood and  personally  watch  transition 
of  his  plays  to  the  screen. 

Miss  Pickford  is  in  partnership 
with  Lester  Cowan  under  the  cor- 
porate title  of  Artists  Alliance.  They 
recently  signed  Gabriel  Pascal,  pro- 
ducer-director and  personal  repre- 
sentative of  George  Bernard  Shaw  in 
this  country,  to  bring  Shaw's  plays  to 
the  screen.  These  productions  will  be 
released  through  United  Artists,  a 
distributing  organization  in  which 
Miss  Pickford  long  has  held  a  large 
interest. 

Miss  Pickford  said  of  the  Artists 
Alliance  contract  with  Shaw:  "The 
Pascal-Shaw  deal  is  the  first  step  in 
our  expansion  program  which  will 
bring  to  Artists  Alliance  other  fine 
film  makers  and  artists  equally  dedi- 
cated to  the  production  of  quality 
pictures." 

As  a  representative  of  the  film  in- 
dustry Miss  Pickford  will  attend  the 
dinner  tonight  observing  the  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  Thomas  A. 
Edison. 


Propose  20%  Ticket 
Levy  Be  Permanent 


(Continued    from    Page    1) 

perts.  Their  recommendation,  put 
before  Congress,  is  that  the  excise 
taxes,  which  have  been  bringing  in 
about  20  per  cent  of  the  Fedei'al  tax 
revenues  during  the  war  years,  be 
kept  at  levels  high  enough  to  insure 
that  they  will  bring  in  about  one 
quarter  of  these  revenues  in  the 
future. 

On  the  basis  of  their  recommenda- 
tion for  a  Federal  budget  at  about 
30  billion  dollars,  this  would  mean 
the  excises  would  have  to  bring  in 
$7,500,000,000  per  year  —  which  is 
more  than  they  are  expected  to  yield 
in  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Meanwhile,  the  Senate  yesterday 
passed  over  the  bill  indefinitely  ex- 
tending the  wartime  excise  rates,  in- 
cluding the  20  per  cent  admissions 
levy.  Action  was  deferred  because 
of  an  agreement  that  no  controver- 
sial matters  be  brought  up  this  week, 
although  it  was  not  believed  there  is 
any  great  controversy  involved  on 
this  bill.  A  bare  possibility  that  it 
might  be  offered  again  on  Friday 
was  indicated  late  yesterday,  when 
Chairman  Milliken  of  the  Senate 
Finance  Committee  said  he  was 
"considering"  just  how  controversial 
the  matter  was. 


Springfield  License  Bill 
Too  Broad,  Foes  Declare 


Three  Warners  sales  execs,  leave 
New  York  this  week  for  sales  con- 
ferences in  the  field. 

Roy  Haines,  Western  division  sales 
manager,  leaves  tonight  for  Detroit 
and  goes  from  there  to  Chicago. 

Jules  Lapidus,  Eastern  division 
sales  manager,  left  last  night  for 
sessions  in  the  Cleveland  and  Pitts- 
burgh exchanges,  after  which  he  will 
visit  the  Schine  Circuit  headquarters 
in  up-state  Gloversville. 

Norman  H.  Moray,  short  subjects 
sales  manager,  who  has  just  made  a 
trip  along  the  Eastern  seaboard, 
heads  West  in  a  few  days  for  a  two- 
month  tour  of  the  remainder  of  the 
country.  Moray  also  will  visit  the 
studio  for  product  talks  with  Jack  L. 
Warner,  executive  producer,  and 
Gordon  Hollingshead,  chief  of  short 
subjects  production. 


UCP  to  Release  via  UA 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Eugene  Frenke  an- 
nounced for  the  United  California 
Prods,  that  he  has  secured  a  United 
Artists  release  for  UCP  product. 
The  first  picture  will  be  "Joe  Mac- 
beth," a  starring  vehicle  for  Robert 
Cummings.  UCP  also  has  in  prepa- 
ration "Bad  Guy"  and  "The  Glass 
Heart." 


Boston — Hearing  on  House  Bill 
No.  760,  relative  to  the  establishment 
of  licenses  and  permits  in  Spring- 
field, was  held  as  scheduled,  yester- 
day, with  the  two  original  peti- 
tioners, Francis  McCarthy  and 
Thomas  Gray,  as  the  only  propon- 
ents. Several  opponents  were  pres- 
ent, and  the  opposition  argued  that 
the  bill  was  too  broad  in  scope  for 
one  particular  city.  Commonwealth's 
decision  will  be  handed  down  after 
executive  session  of  the  committee. 

According  to  the  substance  of  the 
new  bill,  the  city  would  be  :  em- 
powered through  the  City  Council  to 
set  fees  on  licenses  and  permits, 
notwithstanding  any  general,  spe- 
cial, or  city  ordinances  now  in  force. 


HARRY   STERN    announces— 

HIS    FORTHCOMING    PRODUCTION    OF 

"B0MBA  THE  JUNGLE  BOY" 

AS  THE  FIRST  OF  A  SERIES 
IN  l      IMPERIAL  VALLEY 

PREPARATION       )      RHYTHM  of  the  REDWOODS 

A    Pledge    to    the     Industry 
The  Very   Finest   in   Clean,  Wholesome  Action   Pictures 

HARRY    STERN    PRODUCTIONS 

Suite    305  —  118    So.    Beverly    Drive,    Beverly    Hills,    Calif 


*The  BOMBA  BOOKS,   published  by   CUPPLES   and   Leon  have   registered 
sales   of   well   over   1,000,000   copies   since  first   date   of   publication:    sales   for 
1946,    over    75,000. 
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RiPUffl 


American 

Broiherhood  Week 

Feb.  16-23 


When  there's  a  story  to  be  TOLD .  . .  about  "What's  Coming". . .  to  your  theatre  •  J 
and  patrons  to  be  SOLD  ...  on  the  idea  of  returning  to  your  theatre . . .  you  KNOA 
you  can  count  on  The  PRIZE  BABY.  . .  to  do  a  "telling"  job  . . .  at  "point-of-contact 
. . .  week  in  and  week  out . .  .  with  TRAILERS  and  ACCESSORIES! 

He's  well  cut-out ...  for  this  Big  Job...  of  serving  TRAILERS  and  ACCESSORIE 
. . .  with  the  "show-must-go-on"  type  of  SERVICE  ...  so  essential  to  your  business . 
BECAUSE  ...  he  delivers  the  SHOWMAN'S  kind  of  Advertising .  . .  from  a  Singl 
Source  . .  .that  saves  Time  and  Effort  for  YOU! 

It's  no  secret . . .  that  he's  still  "The  PRIZE  BABY  of  the  Industry". . .  BECAUSJ 
. . .  he's  been  making  his  mark  in  the  motion  picture  industry. . .  for  Twenty-Seve] 
years ...  by  Carving  A  Reputation ...  at  your  BOX  OFFICE ! 
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M.  F.  Production  Di s 
28  W.  44th  St.  21st 
New  York   N.  Y. 


floor 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent  in  Thought 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Twenty- Eight  Years  Old 


NEW  YORK.  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  13.  1947 


TEN  CENTS 


flRritRS'  PROf  IT  UP  $2,936,000  TO  $7,203,000 

later 'American  Copyright  Pact  Faces  Changes 


Strong  Trade  Objections 
I  Causes  State  Department 
To  Delay  Report  on  Treaty 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Possibility  that  there 
nay  be  widespread  changes  in  the 
Inter- American  copyright  agreement 
avas  seen  here  yesterday  when  it  was 
revealed  that  State  Department  has 
neld  up  a  report  on  the  treaty  be- 
cause of  a  strong  industry  and  trade 
objections. 

State  Department  sources  revealed 
to  The  Film  Daily  that  optimism 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Pottstown  Gross  Tax 
Attacked  by  Warners 

Norristown,  Pa. — A  complaint  and 
appeal  from  the  license  ordinance  of 
'■  1946   of  the  Borough  of  Pottstown, 
j  was  filed  in   Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, Tuesday,  by  Warner  Brothers 
■  Theaters,  Inc.  against  the  Borough 
f  of  Pottstown,  the  Burgess,  the  Town 
j  Council,  and  a  number  of  individuals. 
Complaint  alleges  that  the  license 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


New  Haven  Tent  for  V.C. 
With  Pitkin  Chief  Barker 


A  group  of  New  Haven  showmen 

have   petitioned   the   National   Tent 

|  of  Variety  Clubs  of  America  for  a 

charter,   it  was  announced  Tuesday 

by  R.  J.   O'Donnell,   National  Chief 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


INDIE  TALENT  SALES-CONSCIOUS 

Producers,  Directors  and  Players  Co-operate  on 
Promotion  to  Lure  That  Extra  Dollar 


Growth  of  independent  production 
on  the  Coast  during  the  last  year  is 
having  a  dynamic  effect  upon  film 
publicity,  exploitation  and  promo- 
tion, with  attending  benefits  to  film 
selling,  both  by  distributor  and  ex- 
nibitor,  in  the  opinion  of  Robert  Tap- 
iinger,  Enterprise  vice-prexy  in 
charge  of  ad-publicity,  who  returned 
co  Hollywood  last  night  from  New 
York. 

Genesis    of    what's    happening    in 


publicity,  exploitation  and  promotion, 
according  to  Taplinger,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  profit  sharing  deals  on  which 
the  majority  of  the  indie  production 
ventures  are  predicated. 

That  "Profit  Motive" 
Producers,  directors  and  players 
alike  have  become  increasingly  con- 
scious of  the  fact  that  the  greater 
their  own  co-operation  in  publicizing 
pictures  with  which  they  are  identi- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Red  Cross  Asks  for 
horl  Screen  Time 


The  American  Red  Cross,  forego- 
ing theater  collections  -  during  its 
1947  fund  campaign  next  month,  is 
looking  to  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try specifically  this  vear  for  screen 
time  for  its  seven-minute  documen- 
tary short,  "Call  to  Action,"  and 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


UA's  Directors  Vote 
To  Appeal  on  Decree 

UA's  Board  at  a  meeting  Tues- 
day, authorized  the  firm's  attorneys 
to  appeal  the  decision  of  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court  in  the  mction 
picture  anti-trust  suit  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  It  is  expected  that  the  mo- 
tion for  appeal  will  be  filed  shortly. 
One  of  the  company's  likely  objec- 
tions will  be  to  that  provision  of  the 
decree  which  places  the  burden  cf 
proof  upon  the  distributor  in  the 
event  of  litigation  involving  clear- 
ance. 


Independent  Exhibitors 
Elect  Goldberg  Prexy 

Boston  —  Leonard  Goldberg  was 
elected  president  of  the  Independent 
Exhibitors,  Inc.,  Allied  New  England 
affiliate,  at  the  annual  meeting  Tues- 
day. 

Also  elected  to  office  were:  Daniel 
Murphy,  first  vice-president;  James 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Sarnoff  Sees  Moon 
Television  'Mirror' 


Cincinnati — Use  of  the  moon  and 
the  planets  as  sounding  boards  and 
reflectors  to  bounce  or  relay  broad- 
casts and  to  "mirror"  television  pic- 
tures was  envisaged  by  Brig.  Gen. 
David  Sarnoff,  RCA  prexy,  in  an  ad- 
( Continued  on  Pase  7) 


Metro  Reported  Planning 
5  April  Sales  Regionals 

Metro  is  reported  planning  a  series 
of  regional  sales  meetings  to  be  held 
in  late  April.  Cities  on  the  list  em- 
brace Los  Angeles,  Chicago,  New 
Orleans,  Pittsburgh  and  New  York. 
William  F.  Rodgers  and  his  sales 
cabinet  will  attend  all  five  to  discuss 
sales  plans  for  coming  top  Metro 
pix. 


Federal  Taxes  for  Period 
$33,000  Higher  Than  Net 
For  Same  Quarter  in  1945 


Warner  Brothers,  for  the  three- 
month  period  ending  Nov.  30,  1946, 
reports  a  net  profit  of  $7,203,000  aft- 
er provision  of  $4,400,000  for  Fed- 
eral Income  Tax,  an  increase  of 
$2,936,000  over  the  corresponding 
figure  for  1945. 

Tax  for  the  period  is  $33,000  high- 
er than  the  tax  on  profit  figure  for 
the  same  period  in  1945  which  was 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Allied  Production 
Backed  by  Pa.  Unit 


Philadelphia  —  Board  members  of 
the  Allied  Independent  Theater  Own- 
ers of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  have 
signed  contracts  for  a  proposed 
series  of  12  independent  productions, 
to  be  made  if  and  when  National 
Allied  approves  the  deal,  it  was  re- 
vealed Tuesday  following  a  meeting. 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Monogram  Subsidiary 
Organized  for  Brazil 

Organization  of  Monogram  Pic- 
tures do  Brasil,  Inc.,  and  the  open- 
ing of  offices  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Sao 
Paulo,  Porto  Alegre,  Curitiba  and 
Recife,  has  been  announced  by  Nor- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


U.  K.  Films  on  Auxiliary  Juice 

Installations,  Generators  Supply  Power 


PRC  Quarterly  Release 
Sked  Lists  13  Features 

Latest  PRC  release  schedule  lists 
13  features  down  for  national  re- 
lease between  now  and  the  beginning 
of  May.  List  includes  "Kit  Carson" 
and  "The  Last  of  the  Mohicans,"  first 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


London  (By  Cable) — Film  produc- 
tion is  now  being  carried  on  at  Den- 
ham,  Pinewood,  Ealing,  the  Korda 
studios,  British  National  and  Gains- 
borough with  power  supplied  by 
private  installations  and  temporary 
generators, 

Gainsborough,  however,  encoun- 
tered setbacks  in  the  shooting  of  two 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Allied  Would  Resume 
ITOA  Nlerger  Huddles 

National  Allied,  through  its  com- 
mittee headed  by  Irving  Dollinger, 
has  moved  to  resume  affiliation  talks 
with  the  ITOA  via  its  committee  ap- 
pointed last  year  for  that  purpose, 
it  was  reliably  learned  Tuesday.. 
ITOA  committee  is  headed  by  Leon 
Rosenblatt.  Date  for  the  further  hud- 
dles is  expected  to  be  set  following 
the  return  from  Florida  next  week 
of  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA  prexy.  Na- 
tional Allied's  board  is  understood 
to  have  determined  upon  additional 
parleys  at  its  recent  Washington 
meeting. 
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Raibourn's  Color  Tele  View 
Refuted  by  Col.  U.  Prof. 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  The  testimony  of, 
Paul  Raibourn,  Paramount  vee-pee 
in  charge  of  Television,  before  the 
FCC  regarding  the  capabilities  of 
the  human  eye  in  viewing  video  pro- 
duct, was  termed  the  "sheerest 
irrelevance"  yesterday  by  Columbia 
University  biophysicist,  Dr.  Selig 
Hecht,  who  testified  before  the  com- 
mission in  favor  of  CBS'  brand  of 
color  tele. 

Regarding  the  criticism  of  Colum- 
bia's color  video  as  to  flicker  and  lack 
of  brightness,  Dr.  Hecht  stated  that 
it  was  nonsense,  i  He  was  on  the 
stand  for  more  than  two  hours  as  he 
dealt  with  highly  technical  phases  of 
what  the  human  eye  can  or  cannot 
see. 


Lab  Technicians  Talks 
To  Be  Resumed  Today 

New  wage-hour  contact  negotia- 
tions resume  today  between  John 
Francavilla,  president  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Laboratory  Technicians  Un- 
ion, Local  702,  IATSE,  and  repre- 
sentatives of  18  Eastern  film  process- 
ing plants. 

The  union  seeks  wage  parity  equal 
to  West  Coast  standards  and  a  35- 
hour  week  instead  of  40  hours.  Ne- 
gotiations have  been  pending  since 
January.  Strike  vote  has  been  taken. 


Korda-Siritsky  Deal 

London  (Via  Cable)  —  Sir  Alex- 
ander Korda  closed  a  deal  with  Sam 
Siritzky  of  Siritzky  International 
to  play  "The  Well-Digger's  Daugh- 
ter" at  the  local  Rialto  when  "Chil- 
dren of  Paradise"  exits.  The  Sirit- 
zkys  have  U.  S.  and  U.  K.  distrib. 
rights  to  all  Marcel  Pagnol  pix. 
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.  . .  will  really  SELL 
your  picture. 

Fully  equipped  tor  35MM, 
16MM,    and    Slide    Projection. 

Cocktail  parties,  luncheons 
I  and  dinners  served  in  this  ver- 
sj     satile     room  —  setting     a     gay 

mood  for  a  favorable  reaction 
'     to  your  film. 

■  MADISON  AVENUE  at  54th  St. 

■  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:  PL.  5-3400         PAUL  GREEN,   Mar. 


Harry  Kalmine  Holding 
Zone  Managers'  Meeting 

Harry  M.  Kalmine,  general  man- 
ager of  Warners  Theaters,  will  pre- 
side at  a  meeting  of  zone  managers 
today  at  the  home  office. 

Among  those  attending  will  be 
James  E.  Coston,  Chicago;  Nat  Wolf, 
Cleveland;  I.  J.  Hoffman,  New 
Haven;  Frank  Damis,  Newark;  C.  J. 
Latta,  Albany;  Ted  Schlanger,  Phil- 
adelphia; M.  A.  Silver,  Pittsburgh, 
and  John  J.  Payette,  Washington. 

Home  office  execs,  at  the  session 
will  include  Clayton  E.  Bond,  Frank 
E.  Cahill,  Jr.,  Nat  Fellman,  Harry 
Goldberg,  Louis  J.  Kaufman,  Herman 
R.  Maier,  Walter  F.  Marshall,  W. 
Stewart  McDonald,  Frank  N.  Phelps, 
Harry  Rosenquest,  Leonard  S. 
Schlesinger,  Dan  Triester,  Jack  L. 
Warner,  Jr.,  and  Rudolph  Weiss. 


Brcmnagel  to  Derwood 

Cincinnati — Jack  D.  Braunagel  has 
announced  his  resignation  as  theater 
supervisor  of  Northio  Theaters, 
Paramount  affiliate  in  Ohio,  with  of- 
fices here,  to  join  Durwood  and 
Dubinsky  Theaters  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  in  an  executive  capacity.  Braun- 
agel will  be  in  charge  of  buying  and 
booking  and  assist  the  general  man- 
ager in  theater  operations  in  his  new 
assignment,  which  is  effective  Sat- 
urday. 


UA  Promotes  Goldfoxb 

Robert  Goldfarb,  formerly  per- 
sonnel and  office  manager  for  United 
Artists,  has  been  upped  to  an  im- 
portant post  in  TJA's  sales  organiza- 
tion. Goldfarb's  precise  duties  will 
be  specified  later. 


SCREENING  ROOM 
FOR  RENT 

We  have  available  for  rental  our  mod- 
ern, airconditioned  screening  room  lo- 
cated in  choice  midtown  area.  Room 
has  ample  seating  capacity  and  is 
suitable  for  screenings  or  dubbing  and 
editorial  work.  Equipment  includes 
R.C.A.  high  fidelity  sound  and  simplex 
projectors.  Exclusive  or  part  -  time 
users  preferred.    Write  to 

Box    119  —  FILM   DAILY 
1501  Broadway  N.  Y.  C. 


IF  YOU   BUY 

STADIUM.    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKCT! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
||.  quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 
TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 

Principal  Cities 


Name  De  La  Cruz  Mono. 
Manager  for  Mexico 

Norton  V.  Ritchey,  Monogram  Int 
president,  has  appointed  Rafael  de  1. 
Cruz  as  manager  of  Monogram  Pic 
tures  de  Mexico,  S.  A.  De  la  Cru 
replaces  Jack  O.  Lamont  who  re 
signed  to  enter  private  business. 


i\.  Y.  THEATER* 


—RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL- 

Rockefeller  Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
In  Technicolor      •      An   M-G-M    Picture 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 
MAUREEM  OHARA  -  WALTER  SLEZAK 

Sin  bad  the  Sailor  m 


ON  SCREEN 

M-S-M's 
TECHNICOLOR  HIT! 

'TILL  THE 
CLOUDS 
ROLL  BY' 


IN  PERSON 

JACKIE 

GLEASON 

• 

Extra! 

HARRISON 
&  FISCHER 
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CALIFORNIA 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount   Picture   Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND        STANWYCK         FITZGERALD 

A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Open 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 


8AKRV 

FITZGERALD 

DIA.VA  SCWNV' 

LVNN  TUFTS 
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'THE    BEST   PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR" — 

N.    Y.   FILM   CRITICS 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous         A    CPATJ 
Performances     £\.tj  J.   V^/JTV 


B'WAY  and 
45*  ST. 


Betty  GRABLE       •       Dick  HAYMES 

"THE  SHOCKING  MISS  PILGRIM" 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture  in  Technicolor 

Plus   On   Stage      •      PETER   LORRE 
GIL   LAMB      •      Fxtra.'    EVELYN   KNIGHT 


ROXY 


7th  Ave.  & 
50th  St. 
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Technicolor 

Second  week-e|i^d  tops  first  as 
M-G-M's  Prize  Picture  packs  Radio 
City  Music  Hall,  acjclaimed  with  rave 
reviews.  Continuing  BIG  in  its  7th 
Week,  Los  Angeles,  Twice  Daily! 


Techriicolor 
After  7  record  w^eks  at  Radio  City 
Music  Hall,  it  is  delighting  the  nation 
and  rolling  up  tpe  biggest  grosses 
of  the  year!  A  screenful  of  Stars  in  a 
grand  box-office  nit! 


_rr„ 
M-$rM's 


IN 
THE  LAKE 
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As  predicted  by  Collier's,  Time  and 
many  other  publications  and  writers, 


M-G-M's  uniqueljyj  told  murder  mys- 
tery is  a  smash  jilt!  Capitol,  N.  Y. 
World  Premiere!  jbeats  the  biggest 
attractions  in  months.  Sure-fire! 


M-gTm's 
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THE  BEGINNING 
OR  THE  END 

Launched   with  J  International   Pre- 


views, including 


Washington,  D.  C. 


and  New  York  Oty.  The  Scoop  of 
the  Century,  the 


human  drama  be 


hind  the  creation!  of  the  Atom  bomb! 
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Endie  Talent  Co-op. 
To  Lure  Extra  B.  0.  $ 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
fied,  the  larger  will  be  their  own  re- 
turn in  dollars,  Taplinger  said  yes- 
terday. 

The  result  has  been,  he  added,  that 
many  who  in  the  past  regarded 
p.  a.'s,  trips,  interviews  and  promo- 
tional tieups  with  distaste,  and  an 
invasion  of  their  free  time,  now  are 
climbing  aboard  the  promotional 
band  wagon  with  alacrity,  and,  in 
some  instances,  are  suggesting  de- 
vices designed  to  lure  in  those  extra 
dollars. 

As  the  Enterprise  vice-prexy  sees 
it,  this  selling  consciousness  now 
permeating  virtually  all  Hollywood 
has  another  angle.  It  means,  he  says, 
that  Hollywood  is  not  waiting  for 
any  box  office  slump  to  make  its 
appearance  before  launching  a 
counter-offensive  to  hold  the  screen's 
attendance  at  a  high  level.  As  a  re- 
sult, he  expresses  confidence  that  the 
industry  will  escape  a  sudden  b.  o. 
debacle. 

More  Leisure  for  Movies 

Taplinger  also  backs  up  that  con- 
fidence with  a  second  fact,  disclosed 
by  a  survey  just  made  for  Enterprise, 
which  is  that  the  leisure  hours  of  the 
average  American  have  increased 
markedly  during  the  last  decade. 
More  leisure,  more  film-going,  has 
been  the  industry's  experience,  Tap- 
linger  declares. 

Enterprise  has  taken  options  on 
office  space  in  several  New  York 
buildings  which  will  house  the  com- 
pany's Eastern  representatives  on 
story,  sales,  advertising,  and  publicity. 
Until  permanent  offices  are  estab- 
lished, Phyllis  Blum,  Eastern  story 
editor,  will  maintain  her  office  at 
McCann-Erickson.  It  is  expected 
that  within  a  week  Enterprise  execs. 
Einfeld  and  Loew  will  announce  the 
appointment  of  a  distribution  head. 


Le  Vinson  Here  to  Set 
Dates,  Releasing  Deals 


Mike  J.  Levinson,  associated  with 
Edward  Finney  in  the  newly  organ- 
ized Levinson  -  Finney  Enterprises, 
Inc.,  is  in  New  York  setting  up  first- 
runs  and  national  releasing  deals  on 
a  series  of  foreign  films  being  readied 
for  the  U.  S.  market. 

Included  in  the  series  are  five  pix 
in  natural  color:  "Baron  Munchau- 
sen," "Girl  of  My  Dreams,"  "Im- 
menssee,"  "Paths  of  Sacrifice"  and 
"The  Snowman."  Also  skedded  for 
release  are  two  black  and  whites, 
"Bel  Ami"  and  "Vanished  Traces." 


SEflD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Feb.  13 

Tom    Gerety  Howard   Bretherton 

Arthur   Willi  Dorothy    Mathews 


Thursday's  Tattlings 

•  •      •     THE  FILM  INDUSTRY,  largely  thru  theater  collections,  last 

year    raised   $4,279,120   lor    the    American   Red   Cross This   year, 

there  will  be  no  theater  collections,  although  in  some  towns,  local  chap- 
ters and  exhibs.  may  elect  to  arrange  for  lobby  booths But  more 

important  than  the  millions  raised  by  theaters,  from  the  Red  Cross  cam- 
paign viewpoint,  is  the  continued  use  of  the  nation's   screens  for  She 

playing    of   the   campaign    reel Joe    Weil,    industry   veteran   long 

identified  with  the  Red  Cross,  values  the  screen  time  made  available 
last  year  by  exhibitors  at  $50,000.000 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Credit  Notis  Komnenos,  Skouras  Theaters' 
division  manager  in  Jersey   City,  with  something  new  in   the  way  of 

a  theater  contest The  eight  Skouras  houses  there,  in  co-operation 

with  the  Jersey  Journal,  are  offering  a  cash  award  of  $500  for  a  song 
that  will  best  identify  Jersey  City.  ...  •  Russell  Babcock,  executive- 
secretary  of  the  Mayor's  Commission  on  Human  Relations  in  Chicago, 

is  putting  on  a  big  splash  on  the  "Brotherhood  of  Man"  short Pic 

will   be    shown   first   week   in  March Done   deliberately   to    point 

up  fact  that  Brotherhood  Week  should  be  observed  every  week,  not 
every  year.  ...  •  Reports  that  a  Coast  meeting  attended  by  leading 
independent  stars,  producers,  and  directors,  was  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  plans  for  a  new  major  producing-distributing  company  are 
scouted  by  attorney  Victor  Ford  Collins.  ...  •  Rudy  Hagen,  head 
of  the  Warner  film  checking  service,  yesterday  celebrated  something 
else  besides  Lincoln's  Birthday It  was  also  the  20th  wedding  an- 
niversary for  the  Hagens Rudy  joined  Warners  in   1925  and  two 

years  later  took  himself  a  wife,  with  both  associations  having  con- 
tinued happily  ever  since.  ...  •  The  Chicago  territory  now  has  more 
than  900  tele  receivers  or  about  double  the  number  a  year  ago,  ac- 
cording to  Capt.  William  Eddy,  B  &  K's  television  director.  ...     •  A 

second  generation  of  Goldwyn  girls  is  on  the  industry's  horizon 

At  any  rate,  the  producer  has  signed  five-year-old  Marcia  Anne  North- 
rop  for   "The   Bishop's   Wife" The   youngster    is    the    daughter    of 

Julia  Martha  Collins,  one  of  the  original  Goldwyn  girls  in   1931.  .  .  . 

•  Annette  Dropkin  of  N.  Y.'s  Big  U  Film  Exchange  says  her  wedding 
to  Bernard  Glasser  will  take  place  as  soon  as  they  can  find  a  flat, 
Quonset  hut,  trailer  or  birdhouse  to  set  up  housekeeping 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Louis  R.  Boyd's  "A  Salute  to  Syracuse" 
in  the  current  issue  of  Loew's  LO!  is  designed  to  make  any  Saline 
native  son  more  than  just  a  little  home-sick.  ...  •  Warners'  Don 
Carl  Gillette,  writing  in  the  current  issue  of  Barron's  national  business 
and  financial  weekly,  notes  that  film  stocks  have  recovered  nearly 
half  their  losses  which  followed  the  Statutory  Court's  decree,  and  con- 
cludes that  pessimism  about  the  movies,  when  it  goes  beyond  the 
general  uncertainty  that's  afflicting  all  business  at  the  moment,  is 
difficult  to  justify  on  the  facts.  .  .  .  •  Didja  know  that  the  PSA 
Journal  has  inaugurated  a  motion  picture  section,  with  Nestor  Barrett 
as  editor?  ...  •  Columbia's  "The  Jolson  Story"  has  been  set  to  play 
the  Great  States  circuit  and  will  get  extended  time.  ...  •  Warners' 
"Nora  Prentiss"  starts  on  the  21st  at  Broadway's  Hollywood  Theater.  .  . 

•  Century  Circuit,  for  the  fifth  time,  is  making  available  its  Marine 
Theater  in  Brooklyn  to  the  Kings  Highway  M.  E.  Church  for  Easter 
services.  ...  •  Bob  Coyne,  of  ATA,  goes  to  Detroit  on  the  17th  to 
speak  at  the  annual  banquet  and  installation  of  officers  at  the  Variety 
Club  there.  ...  •  Borrowing  a  leaf  from  the  book  of  J.  Arthur  Rank, 
Director-Producer  Fritz  Lang  will  invite  state  and  municipal  groups  to 
visit  the  studio  when  "The  Secret  Beyond  The  Door"  is  in  production 
that    they  may    become    acquainted   with   the    problems   of   production 

In   England,    Rank    has   been    hosting   Parliamentary    groups    at 

his  studios   with   a  similar  object  in  mind.   .    .   . 


COtninC  and  come 


JACK  L.  WARNER,  who  arrived  from  abroo 
10  days  ago,  leaves  for  the  Coast  at  the  er 
of   this  week. 

HOWARD  HUGHES,  producer  and  plane 
builder,  was  in  Washington  Tuesday,  discussin 
with  the  Senate  War  Investigating  Committe 
his  aeronautical  activities  on  behalf  of  th 
Government. 

ROBERT    MOCHRIE,    RKO    Radio   vee-pee    an 
general    sales    manager,     flew    to     Toronto 
Tuesday   night   and   will    return   tomorr^l^    . 

GEORGE  J.  SCHAEFFER,  producer,  .  ▼"-  ' 
Los  Angeles  yesterday  from  New  York  and  i 
heading  for  Guaymas,  Mexico,  where  he  hope 
to  put  in  about  10  days  fishing. 

CECIL  B.  DeMILLE  is  in  New  York.  He  ha: 
just  completed  the  Technicolored  "Unconquered' 
tor   Paramount. 

ROBERT  TAPLINGER,  v.-p.  in  charge  of  ad 
pub.  for  Enterprise,  returned  to  the  West  Coast 
Tuesday  night. 

LOUIS  HYMAN,  exec,  vee-pee  of  Sol  Lessei 
Prods.,   returns   to   Hollywood   today. 

WILLIAM  SISTROM  has  arrived  in  New  Yort 
from  Hollywood,  where  he  has  been  visitinc 
for   the   past   month. 

GEORGE  ARCHIBALD,  managing  director  of 
the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Independent  Producers,  left 
New  York  yesterday  for  Toronto  where  he  will 
spend   five   days. 

FRANK  LOESSER,  Paramount  songwriter,  re- 
turns to  Hollywood  today. 

HILLER  INNES  headed  for  Montego  Bay  in 
Jamaica,  the  West  Indies,  yesterday  for. a  vaca- 
tion. 

DIANA  LYNN  pulled  out  for  the  Coast  yes- 
terday. 

PHYLLIS  CALVERT  arrives  from  the  Coast 
today  with  her  husband,  MURRAY  HILL,  en 
route  back  to   England.  They  sail  on  Feb.  20. 

IRVING  RAPPER  planed  back  to  the  Coast 
yesterday. 

STEPHEN  LONGSTREET  has  arrived  in  New 
York   from  the  Coast. 

CECIL  BARKER,  special  assistant  to  David 
O.  Selznick,  is  in  New  York  to  handle  ar- 
rangements for  the  dubbing  of  "Duel  in  the 
Sun''  in  Spanish,  Portuguese,  French,  Italian 
and   Flemish. 

WILLIAM  J.  FADIMAN  left  New  York  on 
Tuesday  for  Hollywood  to  assume  his  new  du- 
ties as  executive  assistant  to  Dore   Schary. 

TOM  DRAKE,  M-G-M  star,  is  in  town  from 
the    Coast. 

BERT  SCHOONMAKER,  Toledo  theater  owner, 
and  MRS.  SCHOONMAKER,  are  off  to  attend 
the  Mardi  Gras  in  New  Orleans  and  then  on 
to  Acapulca,  Mexico  to   do  a   little   fishing. 

WALTER  YOUNG,  owner  of  the  Strand  The- 
ater, Farmington,  N.  Y.,  and  a  Summer  movie 
house  at  Alton  Bay,  and  MRS.  YOUNG  are  en- 
joying a  several-week  vacation  in  Florida  and 
Cuba. 

GEORGE  PELLING,  English  actor  making  his 
film  debut  in  "Bedelia,"  has  arrived  in  Hol- 
lywood to  free-lance  and  will  make  his  home 
there. 

BARRETT  ANDREWS,  Sanitary  Automatic 
Candy  prexy,  leaves  Saturday  by  plane  and 
train  for  three  weeks  of  hunting  in  South 
Carolina. 

B.  L.  GARNER,  head  of  Vog  Films,  flies  to 
Paris  at  end  of  this  month  to  acquire  new 
films  for  U.  S.  distribution. 


Walter  Gould  Promotes 
UA's  Bekeris  and  Nebel 


Two  major  promotions  involving 
UA's  Latin-American  operations 
are  announced  by  Walter  Gould,  for- 
eign manager. 

Sam  Bekeris,  general  manager  in 
Argentina,  has  been  upped  to  super- 
visor of  the  Southern  tier  of  Latin- 
American  countries,  comprising  Ar- 
gentina, Uruguay,  Paraguay,  Brazil, 
Chile,  Peru  and  Bolivia. 

Leon  Nebel,  assistant  manager  in 
Peru,  has  been  named  manager,  re- 
placing Victor  Schochet,  resigned. 
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led  Cross  Asks  for 
ihorf  Screen  Time 


(Continued   from   Page    1) 

(•nfidently  expects  it  to  get  as  ef- 

Ijietive  screen  coverage  as  campaign 

ilijessage  reels  during  the  war  years, 

arvey    D.    Gibson,    national    fund 

iairman,  said  yesterday. 

Gib-on,    head     of    Manufacturers 

:v        'o.,  spoke  at   a  Hotel  Astor 

rieL^fti  for  representatives  of  the 

iin  industry  press.  -  He  was  intro- 

iced   by    Louis    C.    Boochever,   na- 

pnal    director    of    public    relations 

:    r  the  Red  Cross.     Others  to  speak 

eluded  Arthur  Mayer,  of  the  Rialto 

neater,   recently   returned   from    a 

2d   Cross   mission  to   Europe,   and 

=  >b  Coyne,  of  the  ATA. 

The     seven-minute     documentary, 

■educed  for  the  Red  Cross  by  the 

arch   of   Time,   will   be   physically 

stributed    by   major    company   ex- 

anges   on   an   allocation  basis   de- 

rmined  by  Tom  Connors,  20th-Fox 

ce-president,  and  chairman  of  the 

istributors     National     Committee. 

iree  thousand  prints  will  be  avail- 

-le  for  showings,  starting  Feb.  25, 

'  d  exhibs.  are  being  asked  to  play 

Je  reel  for  one  change  only. 

National    and    regional    exhibitor 
:  ;sociations  are  co-operating  in  con- 
cting    theaters,     and    a    total    of 
i,000   postcards    are   being   mailed 
exhibs. 
Coyne,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
'|  marks,  took  occasion  to  comment 
upon  columnists  and  others  who, 
he  said,  recently  have' misrepre- 
j  sented  the  exhibitor  attitude  on 
1  charity  participation.  He  empha- 
sized that  there  had  been  no  re- 
|  treat  from  public  service  on  the 
part   of   the   theater   operators, 
and  that  they  were  not  "ducking 
civic   responsibility." 
i  Theater     collections,     Coyne     as- 
•irted,  were  ruled  out  because  they 
iere  "bad  showmanship,"  and  "un- 
Mentific  fund  raising"  and  because, 
jarther,    strong    public    resentment 
ad  been  manitested. 
In  place  of  them,  exhibitors  were 
ijiad  to  make  available  their  screens, 
leir  lobbies  and  their  personnel  for 
oproved  causes,  Coyne  pointed  out, 
iding   that  the   theater  men   were 
jot  indifferent  to  the  public  relations 
alue  of  such  a  course. 


|[-G-M  to  Distrib.  Argentine  Pic 

M-G-M  acquired  the  world  dis- 
ibution  rights  to  the  Argentine- 
ade  "When  Words  Fail."  Pic  was 
rected  by  Fregonese  for  Associated 
rtists  Studios  of  Buenos  Aires. 


SICK  LIST 


GENE  TIERNEY  stumbled  in  a  friend's 
•use  and  broke  her  toe.  Her  foot  is  in  a 
ist  and  will  delay  her  film  work  three 
eeks. 

ERNEST  GOLDBERG,  of  the  GoldE  Co., 
hicago,  is  convalescing  at  home  following 
i  operation. 


Copyright  Pact  Faces  Changes 

Objections  Delays  State  Dept.  Report 


(Continued   from  Page   1) 


over  favorable  report  on  the  agree- 
ment has  "vanished"  and  submission 
co  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations 
Committee  may  be  delayed  for  sev- 
eral weeks. 

Split  in  industry  and  trade  back- 
ing to  the  agreement  developed 
nearly  two  weeks  ago  during  hear- 
ing before  the  Section  of  Interna- 
cional  Law  of  the  American  Bar  As- 
sociation in  New  York. 

Basic  Changes  Likely 

State  Department  spokesmen  said 
basic  changes  in  the  agreement  may 
oe  effected  and  it  is  "highly  prob- 
able" that  some  industry  and  trade 
objections  to  the  agreement  may  be 
incorporated  into  the  report  which 
che  Department  will  submit  to  the 
Senate  committee. 

This  may  entail  further  delay  in 
uhe  effective  date  of  the  agreement, 
since  basic  changes  would  mean  that 
21  other  signatory  countries  must 
re-examine  the  agreement  before 
final  approval. 

State  Department  said  it  would 
'lean  heavily"  on  trade  and  industry 
comments  on  the  treaty  and  cited 
precedents  for  an  extensive  over- 
nauling  of  the  agreement,  even 
though  it  has  been  signed  by  this 
country  and  the  Latin  American 
countries. 

MPAA  In  Opposition 

The  agreement  is  still  being 
studied  by  State  Department  officials 
in  the  light  of  several  objections 
raised  at  the  New  York  hearing.  In 
general,  such  trade  organizations  as 
MPAA  and  the  NAB  lined  up  against 
groups  representing  composers  and 
authors.  Several  of  the  agreement's 
clauses  favor  writers  and  composers 
and,  further,  give  certain  benefits 
to  these  groups  in  Latin  America 
which  would  not  be  enjoyed  here. 

Key  articles  in  the  agreement  in- 
clude: 

1.  All  translations,  adaptions, 
compilations,  arrangements, 
abridgments,  dramatizations,  or 
other  versions  of  literary,  scien- 
tific and  artistic  works,  includ- 
ing photograph,  and  cinemato- 
graphic adaptations,  shall  be 
protected  as  original  works. 

2.  When  a  copyright  work  has 
become  "internationally  famous" 
and  its  title  acquired  "such  a 
distinctive  character  as  to  be- 
come identified  with  the  work 
alone,"  the  title  cannot  be  at- 
tached to  another  work  without 
the  consent  of  the  author.  "This 
prohibition,"  the  agreement 
says,,  "shall  not   extend   to   the 


Cuban  Theater  Managers 
Union  Okayed  by  Gov't 

Havana  (By  Air  Mail) — For  the 
first  time  in  the  Cuban  industry  his- 
tory, managers  of  motion  picture 
theaters  have  organized  a  union,  ap- 
proved by  the  Cuban  Ministry  of 
Labor. 


use  of  such  a  title  on  other 
works  that  are  so  different  in 
kind  or  character  as  to  preclude 
the  possibility  of  confusion." 

3.  The  author  of  any  copyright 
work,  in  disposing  of  his  copy- 
right by  sale  or  by  other  means 
"retains  the  right  to  claim  the 
paternity  of  the  work  and  to 
oppose  modification  or  use  of  it 
which  is  prejudicial  to  his  repu- 
tation as  an  author"  unless  with 
the  consent  of  the  author.  He 
may  waive  his  rights  in  "accord- 
ance with  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  contract  is  made." 

MPAA  and  NAB  claimed  that  this 
latter  clause  would  leave  companies 
wide  open  for  possible  infringement 
suits  under  the  less  strict  Latin 
American  laws. 

In  addition  to  MPAA  and  NAB, 
other  organizations  expressing  objec- 
tions to  the  agreement  include  Amer- 
ican Book  Publishers  Association, 
several  recording  companies  and 
ARA's  Patent,  Trademark  and  Copy- 
right Committee.  Giving  general  ap- 
proval to  the  agreement  were  Ascap, 
Author's  League  and  the  Song- 
writers Protective  Association. 


Allied  Production 
Backed  by  Pa.  Unit 

(Continued   from   Page   1) 
Signed    contracts,    it   was    said,   are 
coming    from    members    in    "great 
numbers." 

Meeting  was  attended  by  24  of 
27  board  members  in  addition  to 
Sidney  Samuelson,  general  manager; 
Joseph  Conway,  assistant  general 
manager,  and  Albert  M.  Cohen,  at- 
torney. 

Board  also  discussed  the  practice 
of  Paramount,  M-G-M  and  Warners 
of  releasing  productions  to  their  own 
theaters  before  showing  them  to 
indies,  which  local  Allied  men  feel 
is  now  an  illegal  practice  under  the 
William  Goldman  suit  decree. 

On  the  agenda  were  discussions  of 
the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  decree,  finances 
for  the  coming  year  and  a  drive  for 
membership.  An  analysis  of  each 
distributor-'s  license  fees  has  been 
made,  and  a  campaign  to  combat 
high  prices  is  planned.  Proposed 
state  and  city  tax  measures  were 
discussed. 

Next  general  membership  meeting 
of  the  group  will  be  held  Feb.  25, 
while  the  board  meets  again  on 
March  18. 


» 
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Poftsfown  Gross  Tax 
Attacked  by  Warners 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 

ordinance  of  1946,  providing  for  the 
levy  and  imposition  of  a  nominal 
license  fee  upon  various  classes  of 
subjects  is  substantially  similar  in 
amount  to  the  license  fee  imposed 
under  a  prior  ordinance,  particularly 
the  following  paragraph:  "On  each 
and  every  theater,  motion  picture 
house,  and  theatrical  performance, 
five  per  cent  of  the  gross  admission 
to  be  payable  monthly."  Before  en- 
actment of  this  ordinance  the  com- 
plainant was  required  to  pay  an  an- 
nual fee  of  $100  for  operation  of  the 
Strand  Theater.  Under  the  new 
license  ordinance,  they  claim  they 
would  have  to  pay  in  excess  of  $10,- 
000  annually.  Figure  is  based  on  the 
amount  of  gross  admission  last  year. 
Similar  fees  would  be  due  from  the 
operator  of  the  Hippodrome  and 
other  theaters. 

Returnable  Feb.  28,  complainants 
have  asked  to  be  shown  cause  why 
the  ordinance  should  not  be  set 
aside.  Claiming  new  ordinance  to  be 
"excessive,"  .  .  .  "arbitrary"  .  .  . 
"discriminatory,"  Warners  claim  or- 
dinance would  deprive  complainant 
of  property  without  due  process  of 
law. 


Monogram  Subsidiary 
Organized  for  Brazil 

(Continued   from  Page   1) 
ton  V.  Ritchey,  president  of  Mono- 
gram Int. 

Arrangements  for  the  opening 
were  made  by  Bernard  J.  Gates, 
Monogram's  Latin-American  super- 
visor, who  is  now  in  Brazil.  H.  Al- 
fredo Steinberg,  Monogram's  former 
rep.,  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  for  Brazil. 

First  pix  scheduled  for  Brazil  re- 
lease will  be  "Suspense,"  "Below  the 
Deadline,"  "Wife  Wanted,"  "Black 
Market  Babies"  and  "Gentleman  Joe 
Palooka." 


Nathan  Sisilzky  Dead 

Thompsonville,  Conn. — Nathan 
Sisitzky,  86,  veteran  exhib.  who  ran 
the  Majestic  and  Franklin  theaters, 
is  dead. 


WEDDIM  BELLS 


London-Schnaar 
Detroit  —  Faye  London,  daughter 
of  circuit  owner  Julius  D.  London, 
and  herself  manager  of  the  Midtown 
Theater  for  several  years  during  the 
war,  is  to  be  married  in  April  to 
Herbert  Schnaar,  who  was  a  fighter 
pilot  in  ETO  for  two  years. 

Berg-Blumenthal 
Detroit  —  Max  Blumenthal,  owner 
of  the  Film  Exchange  Projection 
Studio  for  a  quarter  century,  has  dis- 
closed his  marriage,  a  month  ago,  to 
the  former  Ruth  Berg. 


reviews  of  new  filius 


"The  bea  oi  Grass" 

with  Katharine  Hepburn,  Spencer  Tracy 
M-G-M  131  Mins. 

SKILLFULLY  DIRECTED,  POTENT,  IM- 
PRESSIVE HEPBURN  -  TRACY  STARRER 
SHOULD  ROLL   UP   EXCELLENT  TAKES. 

Probing  deeper  into  the  dramatic  pos- 
sibilities of  the  western  scene,  Pandro 
German's  production  of  Conrad  Richter's 
novel  is  a  profoundly  compelling  story,  at 
unce  admirably  suited  to  the  talents  of 
Miss  Hepburn  and  Tracy,  and  played  by 
them  and  other  members  of  the  cast  to 
telling  effect.  Primarily  it  is  a  western. 
Thematically  it  concerns  the  rivalry  for 
open  range  between  cattlemen,  personi- 
fied by  Tracy  and  the  farmer,  whose  cham- 
pion is  Melvyn  Douglas.  It  is  a  period  piece, 
circa   1880. 

The  production  is  a  skilled  affair.  Elia 
Kazen  has  used  some  compelling  outdoor 
scenery  to  set  off  his  directorial  handling 
and  there  are  times '  when  these  settings 
dwarf  human  action  into  insignificance. 
Condensed  as  the  vastness  of  the  outdoors 
is  to  screen  limitations,  it  is  in  broad  rela- 
tion to  the  dramatic  tones  of  the  scenario. 

Complementing  each  other  once  more, 
Miss  Hepburn  and  Tracy  play  out  their 
roles  with  skill,  conviction  and  good  taste. 
But  this  one  must  be  noted  as  one  of  their 
lesser  performances.  Robert  Walker,  Mel- 
vyn Douglas,  Phyllis  Thaxter,  Harry  Carey 
and  Edgar  Buchanan  stand  out  in  support- 
ing roles. 

The  screenplay  has  dynastic  overtones. 
God  placed  the  "Sea  of  Grass"  on  a  pla- 
teau in  New  Mexico  and  Tracy  feels  he 
is  carrying  out  the  plan  of  Providence  in 
holding  it  for  pasture  land.  He  has  built 
a  cattle  empire  when  Miss  Hepburn  comes 
from  St.  Louis  to  marry  him  and  take  her 
place  by  his  side,  bear  his  children,  de- 
ceive him,  try  to  understand  his  feelings 
in  regard  to  farmers.  Tracy  knows  and  un- 
derstands the  force  and  intent  of  nature 
in  relation  to  his  land.  He  gives  in  at 
first  to  Miss  Hepburn's  wish  to  accom- 
modate a   farmer   and    his  expecting   wife. 

In  an  ensuing  disagreement  over  the 
policy  of  Tracy  and  his  fellow  ranchers, 
Miss  Hepburn  has  a  falling  out  and  gees 
to  Denver.  She  meets  Melvyn  Douglas  there. 
Despairing  and  confused  she  gives  herself 
to  him,  later  returns  to  Tracy  in  an  effort 
to  restore  her  marriage.  A  son  is  born — 
Douglas'.  Tracy  is  aware  the  baby  is  not 
his.  The  marriage  collapses  and  Miss  Hep- 
burn departs.  Tracy  prepares  a  campaign  to 
oust  every  farmer  in  the  vicinity.  Mean- 
while Douglas  grews  in  stature  and  im- 
portance while  the  Tracy  dynasty  weak- 
ens. Farmers  deplete  the  soil.  The  "Sea  of 
Grass"  becomes  badlands. 

Basic  stuff  constantly,  the  story  is  woven 
of  strong  threads  of  passion,  violence,  the 
ever-present  threat  of  nature  and  natural 
forces,  all  backgrounding  the  fundamental 
story  of  a  man  and  woman  who  eventually 
fuse  divergent  emotions. 

CAST:  Katharine  Hepburn,  Spencer  Tracy, 
Melvyn  Douglas,  Phyllis  Thaxter,  Robert  Walk- 
er, Edgar  Buchanan,  Harry  Carey,  Ruth  Nel- 
son, William  Phillips,  James  Bell,  Robert  Barrat, 
Charles   Trowbridge,    Russell    Hicks. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Pandro  S.  Berman;  Di- 
rector, Elia  Kazan;  Screenplay  by  Marguerite 
Roberts,  Vincent  Lawrence;  Based  on  the  novel 
by  Conrad  Richter;  Musical  score,  Herbert  Stot- 
hart;  Cameraman,  Harry  Stradling;  Film  Editor, 
Robert  J.  Kern;  Sound,  Douglas  Shearer;  Art  Di- 
rection, Cedric  Gibbons,  Paul  Groesse;  Set  Dec- 
orations,  Edwin   B.  Willis,   Mildred  Griffiths. 

DIRECTION,   Skillful.      PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fine. 


Suddenly  its  Spring" 

with  Fred  MacMurray,  Paulette  Goddard 
Paramount  87  Mins. 

EFFECT  IVELY  PLAYED  MARITAL 
COtvitUlf  SlbMMING  FROM  WARTIMt 
CHANGE  OF  HEART;  WILL  PROVOKE 
PLENTY  OF   BOX  OFFICE  INTEREST. 

What  happens  when  a  man  and  wife  go 
off  to  war:1  Plenty.  It  all  comes  out  when 
rhey  are  rejoined  once  more  and  therein 
nangs  this  tale.  She  s  a  WAC  captain, 
specializing  in  marital  affairs.  He's  Fred 
MacMurray  and  has  been  specializing  in 
Arleen  Whelan  while  otticer-wttie  Paulette 
ooddard  is  away  in  the  ETO.  He  has  been 
dillydallying  and  thinks  their  wedded  bliss 
is  over  via  long  absence  from  each  other. 

But  such  is  not  the  case.  Miss  Goddard 
comes  back  with  a  pair  of  pajamas  for 
nim  from  Paris  and  plenty  of  plans.  He  has 
plans  too — divorce  papers,  property  settle- 
ment and  of  course,  Miss  Whelan. 

Such  is  the  prime  mover  of  "Suddenly 
It's  Spring"  and  after  a  fair  struggle  to 
maintain  a  minor  note  of  serious- 
ness it  slips  into  the  farce  gear  and  starts 
to  go  places — from  New  York  to  Chicago — 
via  a  train.  Urged  on  by  Miss  Wnelan, 
MacMurray  pursues  his  wife  up  the  Hud- 
son River  Valley,  propositioning  her  to 
sign  the  divorce  papers.  He  loses  her  at 
Poughkeepsie  but  later  catches  up  in  Chi- 
cago. Nothing  comes  of  the  pursuit  how- 
ever, except  a  few  hilarious  moments 
when  MacMurray  assumes  the  role  of  a 
"character."  This  is  MacDonald  Carey's 
idea  for  he  wants  Miss  Goddard  to  divorce 
MacMurray  so  he  can  marry  her. 

It  is  an  altogether  pleasant  diversion, 
effectively   played    by    the   principals. 

CAST:  Paulette  Goddard,  Fred  MacMurray, 
MacDonald  Carey,  Arleen  Whelan,  Lilian  Fon- 
taine, Frank  Faylen,  Frances  Robinson,  Vic- 
toria Home,  Georgia  Backus,  Jean  Ruth,  Roberta 
Jonay,  Willie  Best. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Claude  Binyon;  Director, 
Mitchell  Leisen;  Screenplay  by  Claude  Binyon, 
P.  J.  Wolfson;  Original  story,  Claude  Binyon; 
Musical  score,  Victor  Young;  Cameraman,  Dani- 
el L.  Fapp;  Film  Editor,  Alma  Macrorie;  Set 
Decorations,  Sam  Comer,  Grace  Gregory;  Sound, 
Don    McKay,   Don  Johnson. 

DIRECTION,  Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


New  Haven  Tent  for  V.C. 
With  Pitkin  Chief  Barker 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

Barker   of   Variety    Clubs    Interna- 
tional. 

Names  of  the  New  Haven  crew 
members,  their  office  and  affiliation, 
follow:  Chief  Barker,  Barney  Pitkin, 
branch  manager,  RKO;  Chairman, 
Carl  Goe,  branch  manager,  Warners; 
1st  Ass't  Chief  Barker,  Jacob  B. 
Fishman,  sec.  and  treas.,  Fishman 
Theaters,  Inc.;  2nd  Ass't  Chief  Bark- 
er, Henry  Germaine,  branch  man- 
ager, Paramount;  Dough  Guy, 
George  Wilkinson,  owner,  Wilkinson 
Theater;  Property  Master,  Arthur 
Greenfield,  branch  manager,  Univer- 
sal; Canvasmen,  Herman  Levy, 
MPTOA  general  counsel;  Max  Al- 
derman, secretary,  Allied  Exhibitors 
Ass'n;  John  V.  Pavone,  branch  man- 
ager, Monogram;  Harry  F.  Shaw, 
division  manager,  Loew's  Poli  The- 
aters; Lou  Brown,  ad-publicity  head, 
Loew's  Poli   Theaters. 


Warners'  Profit  Goes 
Up  to  $7,203,000 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
$4,367,000.     Federal  tax  shaved  t 
'45  figure  to  $4,300,000. 

The  profit  figure  is  equivalent 
97  cents  per  share  on  7,402,0; 
shares  of  common  stock  outstan 
ing.  Profit  for  the  corre^V- ,'ii 
period  in  1945  was  equal  to  Tten 
per  share,  after  adjustment  for  tl 
two-for-one  split  of  common  stoc 

Rentals,  admissions  and  sales,  af ; 
er  elimination  of  intercompai 
transactions  for  the  1946  peril 
totalled  $42,636,000  compared  wi 
$37,896,000  for  the  same  period  19J 
an  increase  of  $4,740,000. 

Note  C,  appended  to  the  company 
financial  statement  for  the  peril 
revealed  ownership  by  Associat. 
British  Picture  Corp.,  Ltd.,  Briti: 
subsidiary,  subject  to  restrictions,  i 
additional  1,000,000  ordinary  shar 
(12y2  per  cent)  of  ABC  Ltd.  whit 
cost  $4,528,125.  Under  purcha: 
agreement  500,000  of  such  shar 
are  pledged  as  security  for  the  pe 
formance  of  the  agreement  which 
guaranteed  by  Warners  and  on  whi< 
there  is  unpaid  at  Nov.  30,  194 
$1,207,500  of  which  $402,500  is  ii 
eluded  among  current  liabilities  i 
subsidiaries  operating  in  foreign  te 
ritories  and  $805,000  is  included  Ui  1 
der  debt  maturing  after  one  year. 


PRC  Quarterly  Release 
Sked  Lists  13  Features 

(Continued  from  Page  D 
two  in  the  group  of  nine  Edwai 
Small  "Screen  Masterpieces"  recen 
ly  acquired  by  PRC,  to  be  shov.i 
again  nationally.  "Law  of  the  Lasl  | 
will  be  released  Feb.  28. 

Six  films  are  scheduled  for  Marc 
release:  "The  Devil  on  Wheels 
March  2;  "Range  Beyond  the  Blue 
March  17;  "Untamed  Fury,"  "KL 
Carson"  and  "The  Last  of  the  Moh' 
cans,"  March  22;  "Philo  Vance  R 
turns,"  March  29. 

First  April  release  will  be  "Thrt 
on  a  Ticket,"  April  5;  "Frontic 
Fighters,"  April  12;  "Philo  Vance 
Gamble,"  April  13;  "West  to  Glory 
April  22;  "Thundergap  Outlaws 
April  27.  "Riders  of  Red  Rod 
will  be  released  May  5. 


Independent  Exhibitors 
Elect  Goldberg  Prexy 

(Continued  from  Page  D 
Guarino,  second  vice-president;  Jul 
an  Rifkin,  secretary,  and  W.  Lesl: 
Bendslev,  treasurer. 

Named  to  the  executive  committe 
were:  Nathan  Yamins,  chairman;  . 
E.  Charbonneau;  Maurice  Safnei 
E.  M.  Loew;  Warren  Nichols;  Fre 
J.  Greene;  Mrs.  Katherine  Averj 
Walter  Mitchell;  Francis  Lydon;  J< 
seph  Mathieu;  Ted  Rosenblatt,  Frai 
cis  Perry;  Morris  Pouzzner;  Georg 
Ramsdell;  Samuel  Resnik;  Meye 
Stanzler.  Ray  E.  Feeley  was  electe 
business  manager. 


Thursday,  February  13,  1947 
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industry  Joins  in 
dison  Centenary 

Representatives  of  the  film  indus- 
b  turned  out  to  honor  Thomas  Alva 
iison,  on  the  commemoration  of 
e  100th  anniversary  of  his  birth,  at 
.uncheon  given  by  the  Edison  Pion- 
rs,  at  the  Astor,  and  the  Centen- 
ql  Z — nmittee  Dinner,  at  the  Wal- 
prlj        isday. 

Edison,    whose    1,100    patents    in- 

.icled  the  incandescent  lamp  and  the 

st    motion    picture    camera,    and 

lose  other  inventions  have  placed 

m  in  an  almost  legendary  position, 

■las  remembered  in  words  of  tribute 

•  his  son,  Charles  Edison,  who  told 

iw  people  used  to   ask  his  father 

:hy   he    didn't    retire'   in    his    later 

tars,  to  which  the  inventor  replied: 

There'll   be   time    enough   to    think 

iout  retiring  when  I  reach  a  hun- 

ed  .  .  .  "  Perhaps  on  this  very  day, 

r.  Edison  is  watching  us  from  his 

lestial    laboratory    and    saying    to 

mself,    the    inventor's    son    added, 

Jaybe   I    ought   to    quit   work.    It 

light  be  fun." 

A  message  of  tribute  by  President 

t'uman  was  received  at  the  Pioneers 

ncheon,  in  which  Mr.  Truman  said, 

.   .   Always   before   him   was  the 

sion    of    a    better    and    a    happier 

orld,  to  the  fulfillment  of  which  he 

,  ade  such  notable  contributions  .  .  ." 

he  President  also  sent  his  respects 

i  Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Edison,  the  in- 

;ntor's    widow,    who    was    honored 

pest  at  the  luncheon. 

Film    industry    members    present 

icluded    Mary    Pickford,   who    is    a 

lember  of  both  the  Centennial  Com- 

dttee   and  the  Edison   Foundation; 

onald  E.  Hyndman,  past  president 

f  SMPE;  Glendon  Allvine,  executive 

;cretary   of   the   Eastern    PIC   and 

<oel  Swenson,  of  Warners. 

i  


i^atco  Presents  New  16  mm. 
*rojector  at  Cut  Price 

Cleveland — Introduction  of  a  new 
iiodel  and  announcement  of  the  first 
:  ost-war  price  reduction  were  made 

y  Natco,  Inc.,  manufacturers  of  16 
[am.  sound  projectors.    First  exhib- 

;ed  at  the  convention  of  Master 
,'hoto   Dealers   and  Finishers  Asso- 

iation,  new  model  attracted  many 
ijisitors  and  much  favorable  com- 
ment.   Jack  Kellman,  vice-president 

nd  sales  manager,  said  the  com- 
pany will  start  shipping  new  model 
b  about  30  days. 


Okla.  Corporation 

Tax  Cut  to  4  P.  C. 

Oklahoma  City  —  An  income  tax 
reduction  measure  cutting  corporate 
top  bracket  rates  from  six  to  four 
per  cent  became  a  law  in  Oklahoma 
yesterday  with  the  signature  of  Gov. 
Roy  J.  Turner.  The  statute  also  low- 
ers individual  income  rates  by  cne- 
third,  making  top-bracket  six  in- 
stead of  nine  per  cent. 


IN  NEW  INDUSTRY  POSTS 


DEAN    COFFIN,    sales    development    department, 

Jam    Handy,   Detroit,   Mich. 
MIKE     KENNEDY,     manager,     Empress    Theater, 

Detroit. 
JACK  (DUCK   NOSE)   PERSHING,  stage  manager, 

Empress  Theater,  Detroit. 
C.   CLARE    WOODS,   from    booker  and    buyer   to 

district    manager,     Intermountain    Theaters, 

Inc.,  Salt  Lake   City. 
SIDNEY    L.    COHEN,    booker    and     buyer,    from 

Cleveland    to   Salt   Lake   City,    replacing    C. 

Clare    Woods,    Intermountain    Theaters. 
ROBERT     E.     BRUBACKER,     European     manager. 

Encyclopedia    Britannica    Films,    with    head- 
quarters in  Zurich,  Switzerland. 
RAY    NILES,    southern    Minn,    district    manager, 

Minnesota   Amusement  Co. 
LUTHER    RICHARDSON,    assistant    manager, 

Southtown   Theater,   Chicago. 


Benton  Urges  Free 
Flow  of  tnt'l  Info 


EDWARD  KONRADT,  assistant  manager,  La- 
Grange   Theater,    Chicago. 

IRVING  FINE,  assistant  manager,  Marbro  The- 
ater,   Chicago. 

ELMER  VRANY,  assistant  manager,  B  &  K 
Paradise   Theater,   Chicago. 

ROBERT  RAINE,  assistant  manager.  Manor 
Theater,   Chicago. 

MIKE  GODSHAW,  country  salesman.  United  Ar- 
tists, Chicago. 

JAMES  ACKRON,  acting  manager,  Hines  and 
Princess  Theaters,  Portland,  Ind. 

JOHN  WOOD,  shorts  booker.  Exhibitor's  Service, 
Charlotte,   N.  C. 

FRANK  WESTBROOK,  Paramount  salesman, 
Omaha. 

STANLEY  BLACKBURN,  manager,  Omaha  The- 
ater,  Omaha. 


UK  Studios  Use  Own 
Power  Installations 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — A  program  of  bilat- 
eral agreements  for  free  exchange  of 
information  —  which  includes  the  I 
breaking  down  of  barriers  impeding 
the  flow  of  news  and  pix — was  urged 
Tuesday  by  Assistant  Secretary  of 
State  William  B.  Benton. 

Speaking  before  the  Inland  Daily 
Press  Association  in  Chicago,  Ben- 
ton emphasizing  the  press  in  his 
speech,  called  upon  UN  and  UNESCO 
to  "make  studies  of  the  restrictions 
upon  freedom  of  information  that 
exist  in  various  countries  of  the 
world. 

"UN  and  UNESCO  can  and  should 
publicize  these  national  restrictions, 
point  out  publicly  the  nations  who 
practice  them,  urge  nations  to  re- 
move them.  But  the  action  neces- 
sary for  removing  barriers,  it  must 
be  noted,  remains  with  the  national 
governments" 

Benton  pointed  out  also  that  UN 
and  UNESCO  can  help  break  down 
barriers  by  "stimulating:  the  growth 
of  new  facilities  by  which  peoples 
may  speak  to  peoples.  And  in  some  i 
cases  it  may  mean  the  creation  of  j 
new  United  Nations  facilities." 

(This  is  a  projection  of  Benton's 
thinking,  as  expressed  last  Septem- 
ber at  conferences  in  Washington,  j 
that  UNESCO  should  be  prepared  to  I 
aid  in  financing,  where  necessary, 
such  projects,  pix  production  and 
broadcasting.) 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 

pictures,  with  an  estimated  $200,000 
loss. 

Film  processing  laboratories  have 
been  closed  down.  Newsreels  are 
limited  to  producing  footage  for 
overseas  consumption  only.  The 
Technicolor  plant  is  shut. 

The  Cinematograph  Exhibitors 
Association  has  approached  the  Min- 
istry of  Fuel  and  Power  with  a  view 
to  easing  the  impact  of  the  power 
blackout  on  the  general  public.  The- 
ater heating  is  out  and  throughout 
Britain  houses  are  either  closed  or 
operating  50  per  cent  of  playing 
time. 


Sarnoff  Sees  Moon 


(Continued   from   Page   1) 
dress  Tuesday  night  before  the  Cin- 
cinnati Technical  and   Scientific  So- 
cieties Council. 

The  moon  is  only  240,000  miles,  or 
radio-wise  less  than  two  seconds 
away,  the  RCA  exec,  explained,  re- 
calling that  a  radar  signal  already 
has  touched  the  moon  and  echoed 
back  to  earth. 

Sarnoff  spoke  on  the  continued 
progress  of  science  with  special  em- 
phasis upon  progress  in  communica- 
tion. "The  day  is  coming  when  radio 
will  speak  man  to  man,  and  television 
will  place  them  face  to  face  in  New 
York,  London  or  Shanghai,"  Sarnoff 
said.  "All  this  is  the  essence  of  one 
world." 


Marked  Tele  Station 
Growth  Is  Forecast 

Philadelphia — Pointing  to  the  40 
construction  permits  granted  by  the 
FCC,  J.  David  Cathcart  of  RCA  told 
the  Kiwanis  Club  here  Tuesday  that 
television  stations  would  be  spring- 
ing up  at  ,the  rate  of  nearly  two  per 
month  during  1947  and  1948. 

Cathcart  predicted  that  500,000  tele 
receivers  would  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  public  by  next  year. 


EB  Films  Names  Frese  Manager 

Chicago — A.  F.  Frese,  manager  of 
the  sales  service  department  of  En- 
cyclopaedia, Inc.,  has  been  appointed 
operating  manager  of  EB  Films, 
Inc.,  according  to  announcement  by 
C.  Fletcher,  film  company  prexy. 


Alleged  Contract  Breach 
Pits  Top-Kick  vs.  Rooney 

Mickey  Rooney's  former  top  ser- 
geant, Hugh  Benson,  filed  suit,  Tues- 
day, in  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  against 
the  star  of  the  Andy  Hardy  series 
for  alleged  breach  of  oral  contract. 
Asking  $10,000  damages,  Benson 
said  Rooney  had  agreed,  while  they 
were  in  the  service  together,  to  hire 
him  as  his  administrative  advisor, 
at  a  salary  of  $200  a  week,  when 
they  returned  to  civvies. 
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The  29th  Edition  Now  in  Preparation,  Out  Soon 


20ths  NEW  BOXOFFICE  SENSATION 
TOPS  ALL  THE  SKY-HIGH  GROSSES  OF 
THE  HOUSE  ON  92nd  ST/  IN  NEW  YORK 
LOS  ANGELES  •  CLEVELAND  BOSTON 
BALTIMORE  PITTSBURGH  •  DETROIT 
SAN  FRANCISCO  •  PHILADELPHIA 
DES  MOINES  ST.  LOUIS  EVERYWHERE! 


No  company  has  so  many  hits  playing  and  on  the  way  as 
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ourt  kills  momnnp's  $966,000  vcbdict 

Atlas  Starts  Buying  More  Film  Co.  Securities 


..oew's,  20th  Century-Fox, 
Warner  Bros.  Stocks  Now 
ji  Portfolio,  Says  Odium 


Atlas  Corp.,  Floyd  B.  Odium's  in- 
vestment trust  which  controls  RKO 
porp.  and  which  also  has  held  Para- 
mount and  Walt  Disney  Prods,  se- 
curities for  some  time,  during  the 
ast  six  months  has  initiated  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  in  three  other  film 
Companies,  the  company's  annual 
[stockholders  report,  released  yes- 
terday by  Odium,  discloses. 

In  the  six  months  ending  Dec.  31 
last,   Atlas   purchased   2,000    shares 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Indian  Pix  Formula: 
'lot  Over  Players 


"No   star  can  make   or  break    an 

|Indian  picture.   ...   If  the  plot   is 

what  the  people  want,  word  of  mouth 

publicity  will  spread  fast  enough  to 

ake  the  second  showing  a  complete 

tll-out,"  according  to  Dharmakumar 

erchant,  president  of  Dawlat  Corp., 

td.,  Indian  film  releasing  organiza- 

i  Continued  on  Page  9) 


|March  Conclave  on  Forum 
Will  Be  Held  at  the  Astor 


Conclave  of  national  and  regional 
exhibitor  associations,  called  by  the 
MPTOA  to  discuss  and  formulate 
plans  for  the  organization  of  a  Mo- 
tion Picture  Industry  Forum,  will 
have  the  Hotel  Astor  as  a  setting, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


"Grass"  and  "Apley" 
Set  for  Music  Hall 

Metro's  "Sea  of  Grass"  will  fol- 
low the  company's  "The  Yearling" 
into  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  with 
both  pix  expected  to  run  five  weeks 
each.  Schedule  is  designed  to  clear 
the  deck  for  the  presentation  of 
20th-Fox's  "The  Late  George  Ap- 
ley"  as  the  Hall's  Easter  attraction, 
opening  April  3.  Universal's  "Great 
Expectations,"  a  J.  Arthur  Rank  of- 
fering, will  follow  "Apley." 


Editorial 


Brotherhood  Week 

.  .  .  a  call  to  public  service 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


ONCE  again,  through  the  instrumentality  of  American  Bictherhood  Week,  country- 
wide observance  of  which  starts-  Sunday,  there  is  a  call  to  the  nation's  showmen  for 
public  service  and  a  contribution  to  the  common  good. 

It  may  be  said  once  again  that  that  which  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  American 
Way  of  life  is  expressed,  and  eloquently,  in  the  solemn  Brotherhood  pledge: 

"I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  ideal  of  my  country — fair  play  for  all. 

"I  pledge  myself  to  keep  America  free  from  the  disease  of  hate. 

"In  good  heart,  1  pledge  unto  my  fellow-Americans  all  of  the  rights  and 
dignities  1  desire  for  myself. 

"And  to  win  support  for  these  principles,  I  joined  the  American  Brotherhood." 

That  affirmation  is  one  for  ALL  Americans,  without  regard  to  race,  color,  creed,  eco- 
nomic status,  means  of  livelihood  or  any  other  qualifying  divisions  which   may  occur. 

Give  it  yourself,  keep  if  yourself. 

And,  if  you  are  an  exhibitor,  see  to  it  that  the  short  news  featurette  produced  by 
David  0.  Selznick  for  the  National  Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews  is  piayed  on  your 
screen  throughout  the  week  and  that  you  obtain  not  only  the  10  requested  pledges  from 
your  patrons  but  many,  many  more. 

A  good  American  surely  cannot,  will  not  do  less. 


Mono.  26  Weeks  Net 
Climbs  lo  $216,999 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Net  profits  of  Mono- 
gram Pictures  for  the  26-week  per- 
iod ended  Dec.  28  last,  amounted  to 
$216,999,  an  increase  of  $33,307  over 
the  same  period  in  1945,  according 
to  a  report  by  Steve  Broidy,  presi- 
dent. Profit  figure  is  after  deduction 
of  all  charges,  including  Federal  in- 
come tax. 

Broidy  also  announced  that  man- 
agement options  for  31,900  shares  of 
stock  have   been   exercised  by  their 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Sherman  Ad"  for 
Germany  in  Prospect 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Anti-trust  laws 
which  will  effectively  curtail  motion 
picture  trusts  which  grew  under  Hit- 
ler are  being  formulated  for  British 
and  American  zones  in  Germany,  it 
was  learned  here  yesterday.  The 
laws  are  modeled  after  the  Sherman 
anti-trust  act  in  this  country  and 
are  designed  as  a  basis  for  the  "de- 
velopment of  a  free  and  competitive 
German  industrial  economy."  The 
laws  represent  a  year's  study  on  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Truman  Gets  MP  A  Pact  Pledge 

Johnston  at  White  House;  Sees  Marshall 


Loew's  Theaters  Nixing 
Peanut,  Popcorn  Eating 

St.  Louis — Although  no  national 
policy  has  been  set,  trend  toward  the 
banning  of  popcorn  and  peanuts  in 
Loew  theaters  throughout  the  coun- 
try is  indicated  by  action  of  houses 
here. 

Orpheum  and  State  in  St.  Louis 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Full  support  of  the 
reciprocal  trade  program  was 
pledged  to  President  Truman  yester- 
day by  MPAA  chief  Eric  A.  John- 
ston. 

In  a  visit  to  the  White  House, 
Johnston  assured  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive of  the  backing  of  the  motion 
picture  industry.  The  MPAA  head 
told  the  President  that  the  trade  pro- 
( Continued  on  Page  11) 


Judge  J.  Wyzanaski  Sets 
Aside  Jury's  Findings,  En- 
ters Judgment  for  Majors 

Boston— The  $966,000  verdict  re- 
turned by  a  Federal  Court  jury  here 
on  Jan.  22  in  the  anti-trust  suit 
brought  by  A.  B.  Momand,  former 
Oklahoma  theater  circuit  operator, 
against  the  majors  was  erased  yes- 
terday by  Federal  Judge  J.  Wyzan- 
aski. 

Judge  Wyzanaski,  ruling  on  mo- 
tions made  by  counsel  for  the  eight 
film  companies,  set  aside  the  jury's 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


UA  to  Lease  Houses 
For  "Carnegie  Hall" 

Federal  Films'  initial  production, 
"Carnegie  Hall,"  will  be  released  by 
United  Artists  on  a  roadshow  basis, 
Boris  Morros,  co-producer  of  the 
film  with  William  LeBaron,  told  The 
Film  Daily  at  an  interview  Wednes- 
day. 

In  order  to  adhere  to  the  pro- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Scully  Opens  Final  U-I 
Regional  Sales  Meet  Today 

William  A.  Scully,  U-I  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  will 
preside   at   the   company's   final   re- 
gional sales  meeting  which  opens  at 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


"Yearling"  Policy 
IMot  Set — Rodgers 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Metro  has  not  fin- 
alized its  sales  policy  for  "The  Yearl- 
ing," it  was  said  here  yesterday  by 
William  F.  Rodgers,  Loew's  distribu- 
tion vice  -  president,  who  is  now 
visiting  the  Culver  City  studios. 

Rodgers'  statement  resulted  from 
the  publication  of  Chicago  dispatches 
to  the  effect  that  Metro  had  deter- 
mined to  employ  a  competitive  bid- 
ding plan  of  selling  for  the  pic, 
Rodgers  said  he  had  made  no  an- 
nouncement of  such  nature  in  Chi- 
cago or  anywhere  else. 
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Copenhagen- Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
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(Thurs.,  Feb.    13) 


NEW   YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Am.   Seat 22 Vi     22 Vi     22 Vi 

Bell    &    Howell 22%     22%     22% 

Columbia    Pictures      .    22'/4     22'/4     22% 

East.    Kodak    229       229       229 

Gen.   Prec.    Eq 25%     25 V4     25 V4 

Loew's,  Inc 27  26 V4     26% 

Paramount     29%     29 V4     29% 

RKO      15%      15%      15% 

Republic    Pict 8%       7%       7% 

Republic     Pict.     pfd...    15  143,4     15 

20th  Century-Fox   . .  .    375/8     36%     36% 
20th  Century-Fox  ppf.102%   102%   102% 

Universal   Pict 27%     27%     27% 

Universal    Pict.    pfd..    91%     90%     90% 

Warner    Bros.    ..' 18V4     173,4      17% 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      5%        514       SVi  - 

RKO        5  4%       43/4  ■ 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      183/8      173,4      173,4- 

Trans-Lux       4%       4%       4% 

OVER  THE    COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor        5V4 

Pathe        8V2 


Net 

Chg. 

+      % 

—  % 
+      1/4 

—  3 

—  1/4 

—  % 

—  3/8 

—  % 


—  1/4 

—  % 
+  % 

—  % 

—  1% 

+  % 

—  % 

—  % 

—  % 

—  3/4 

—  % 

Asked 

5% 

9% 


Shays  Replaces  Goldfarb 

Philip  R.  Shays  has  been  appointed 
personnel  and  office  manager  of  UA's 
home  office.  He  assumes  the  duties 
of  Robert  Goldfarb,  who  has  been 
upped  to  the  sales  department. 


cominG  nno  goirg 


Toronto  Mayor  Requests 
Revival  of  Tax  Measure 


A.     L.     PRATCHETT,     Latin-American     division 
manager  for   Paramount   International,  will   leave 
New    York    tomorrow,    for    a    two  -  month     tour  j 
through    Puerto    Rico,    Trinidad,    Venezuela,    Co- 
lombia, the  Canal  Zone  and  Cuba. 

JOSEPH  J.  DEITCH,  Paramount  Theater  execu- 
tive, is  leaving  Monday  on  an  extended  field  trip 
which  will  include  stopovers  at  Chicago,  Kansas 
City,   Oklahoma   City  and   Salt  Lake. 

CECIL  B.  DEMILLE,  who  arrived  in  Washing- 
ton yesterday  en  route  from  the  Coast,  is  due 
here    tomorrow. 

LEO  PILLOT,  Columbia  exploiteer,  leaves  for 
Philly  today. 

OSCAR  SERLIN,  producer,  left  for  Hollywood 
yesterday  to  confab  with  writers  and  actors  on 
his  next   Broadway   play. 

SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS,  accompanied  by  Lem 
Jones,  executive  assistant,  has  returned  from  ths 
Coast. 

GEORGE  GENERALIS  has  returned  to  New 
York  from  Washington. 

EDWARD  G.  ROBINSON  was  scheduled  to  ar- 
rive last  night  by  plane,  from  the  Coast,  called 
by  the  critical  illness  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Goldenberg. 

BUDD  ROGERS,  Eastern  rep.  for  Charles  R. 
Rogers,  will  leave  for  Hollywood  at  the  week- 
end to  confer  with  his  brother  on  sales  plans 
for  "The   Fabulous  Dorseys." 

GRAD  SEARS,  UA  distribution  chief,  left  for 
the  Coast  yesterday  to  address  a  meeting  of 
UA  producers  on  changes  in  selling  methods 
and  distribution  contracts  necessitated  by  the 
recent  court  decree. 

JULES  LEVEY  left  yesterday  for  New  Orleans 
in  connection  with  world  premiere  arrange- 
ments   for    "New    Orleans," 

HARVEY   DAY   leaves  for  the    Coast  today. 


Alberta  Censor  Appointed 
For  Non-Theatrical  Films 


Calgary — Kenneth  Hutchinson  has 
been  appointed  Alberta  film  commis- 
sioner with  censorship  powers,  by  the 
Hon.  A.  J.  Hooke,  Provincial  Secre- 
tary. The  new  post  is  the  first  of 
its  kind  in  Canada.  Its  activities  will 
extend  to  non-theatrical  films. 
Hutchinson  will  supervise  all  films 
intended  for  viewing  by  government 
departments. 

Move  was  brought  about  via  a  con- 
tention by  Hooke  that  non-theatrical 
films  contained  Communistic  propa- 
ganda. Hooke  denied  intention  of 
government  to  institute  political  cen- 
sorship. 

Lab  Meetings  Continue 

Further  meeting  will  be  held  to- 
day between  John  Francavilla,  head 
of  a  negotiating  committee  repre- 
senting the  Motion  Picture  Labora- 
tory Technicians  Union,  Local  702, 
and  reps,  of  Eastern  processing 
plants. 


EXECUTIVE-WRITER. .DIRECTOR 

Theatrical  and  Advertising  Agency  ex- 
perience. Capable  of  creating  and 
supervising  commercial  films  from 
client  contact  thru  production.  Box 
120,  Film  Daily,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York  18,  N.  Y. 


BEN  KALMENSON,  WB  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  is  back  from  a  South- 
ern tour. 

NORMAN  AYERS,  Southern  division  sates 
manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  is  in  Oklahoma  City 
today  and   is  due  back   in   New  York  on  Monday. 

WILL  DeVRY,  DeVry  Co.  prexy,  has  returned 
to  Chicago  from  a  three-week  Southern  trip, 
which    took   him    to  Mexico  City. 

WILL  BAKER,  Republic  district  manager,  is 
expected    this   week-end    in    Minneapolis. 

J.  B.  McGOVERN,  Paramount  home  office 
auditor,    is   at    the    Minneapolis    exchange. 

BILL  SHIRLEY,  Columbia  field  publicity  man, 
has  been  in  the  Twin  Cities  working  on  "The 
Jolson    Story"    which    opened    there    this   week. 

ERROL  FLYNN  is  due  in  Miami  today  via 
Royal    Dutch    Airline. 

HARRY  H.  THOMAS,  PRC  president,  will  ar- 
rive in  New  York  tomorrow  following  an  ex- 
tended stay   on    the  West  Coast. 

SAM  LEFKOWITZ,  Eastern  district  manager 
for  Warners,  left  Buffalo  yesterday  for  Boston 
sales    conferences. 

-  MRS.  MINNETTE  GOLDSTEIN,  one  of  the 
field  representatives  of  Century  Theaters,  has 
returned  from  a  two-week  vacation  trip  to 
Bermuda. 

ROBERT  MITCHUM  will-  come  to  New  York 
from    Florida    on    Feb.    17   for  a    10-day   stay. 

WALTER  PIDGEON,  M-G-M  star,  will  head 
back   for   Hollywood    next  week. 

JOHN  T.  MADDEN,  personnel  director  for 
M-G-M   and    Loew's,    is   vacationing    in   Miami. 


Toronto — Mayor  Robert  H.  Saui 
ders  has  sent  a  request  to  the  Pr 
vincial  Government  for  re-institutio: 
of  the  amusement  tax,  long  consic 
ered  one  of  the  "nuisance"  variety  i:  J 
Ontario  film  circles.  Saunders  -    *il:j 
earmark  the  levy  for  hospitali 
and  relief. 

In   1937   the   amusement   tax  wa; 
cancelled    by    the   Hepburn    govern- 
ment.    In  1945  there  was  legislative  j 
indication  that  it  would  be  revived 
Labor    organizations    have   gone    on] 
record    in    protest.      Saunders    ha; 
been  linked  to  other  proposals  which  | 
have   affected   show  business,  being 
instrumental    in    banning    midnigh:! 
shows. 


Gould  Names  Suarez 
UA  Argentine  Head 


Walter  Gould,  UA  foreign  man- 
ager, announced  yesterday  the  ap- 
pointment of  Jorge  Suarez  to  the- 
post  of  general  manager  in  Argen- 
tina, and  A.  W.  Katz  as  manager  ir. 
Singapore. 

Amoldo   Binder,   former   assistant . 
to   Suarez   in   Chile,  has   been  made 
acting  manager  in  that  territory. 


Korda's  "Anna  Karenina' 
Will  Star  Vivien  Leigh 


London  (By  Cable) — Sir  Alexan- 
der Korda  has  signed  Vivien  Leigh 
to  star  in  "Anna  Karenina,"  classic 
by  Count  Leo  Tolstoy.  The  produc- 
tion will  start  at  Korda's  London 
studio  on  April  15  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Julien  Duvivier.  A  player 
for  the  role  of  Count  Vronsky  will 
be  chosen  shortly. 

Tolstoy's  novel  has  been  produced 
twice  as  a  film,  the  last  time  in 
1935  with  Greta  Garbo  in  the  name 
role. 

Duvivier  is  under  contract  to  Kor- 
da for  three  films. 


Shepherds  Bush  Studios 
To  Resume  on  Monday 

London  (By  Cable)— With  all  ma 
jor    studios,    as    well    as    Islingtor 
again   operating,   it  was    announced  j 
yesterday      that      Shepherds      Bush 
would  resume  production  on  Monday. 


Vog  Films'  New  Spot 

Vog  Films  has  just  opened  a  suite 
of  new  offices  at  229  W.  42nd  St. 


WANTED 

Young  lady  for  detail  work  in  film  ship- 
ping office.  One  who  can  take  some  dic- 
tation and  do  typing  preferred.  Salary, 
forty    dollars    per   week    to    start.    Write — 

BOX    121,      THE    FILM    DAILY 
1501    BROADWAY,    NEW   YORK    18,    N.  Y. 


HI-BRED  POPCORN 

In  any  quantity 

$9.75  per  hundred  pounds 

fob   Chicago 

COCONUT   OIL    in    four   hundred    pound 

drums,   34    Cents    per    pound. 

37     pound     containers     36     Cents     per 

pound. 

Wire  or  air  mail   your  orders  to 

JAMES  SAVOY 

1431    South   Morgan   St.,  Chicago   8,   III. 


Danes  to  See  "Dictator" 

Copenhagen  (By  Cablet  —  "The 
Great  Dictator"  will  be  shown  at  a 
gala  performance  in  the  Royal  The- 
ater this  week  as  part  of  the  fes- 
tivities celebrating  National  Film 
Week  in  Denmark. 


ANNOUNCEMENT— 

G.  W.  Koerner,  President,  Koerner 
Motor  Express,  Inc.,  Film  Carriers  for 
Northern  and  Central  Illinois,  an- 
nounces purchase  of  rights  and  per- 
mits of  Film  Truck  Service  of  Illinois 
and  Merger  of  Both  services  into  one 
organization.      Effective    This    Week. 

KOERNER  MOTOR  EXPRESS  INC. 

1312   South   Wabash   Ave. 

Chicago  5,   III. 


SCREENING  ROOM 
FOR  RENT 

We  have  available  for  rental  our  mod- 
ern, airconditioned  screening  room  lo- 
cated in  choice  midtown  area.  Room 
has  ample  seating  capacity  and  is 
suitable  for  screenings  or  dubbing  and 
editorial  work.  Equipment  includes 
R.C.A.  high  fidelity  sound  and  simplex 
projectors.  Exclusive  or  part  -  time 
users  preferred.    Write  to 

Box    119  —  FILM   DAILY 
1501  Broadway  N.  Y.  C. 


:riday,  February  14,  1947 
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UA  to  Lease  Houses 
:or  "Carnegie  Hall" 


visions  ' 
Down's 

n 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
isions  of  the  New  York  Statutory 
decree  which  bans  the  fixing 
lission  prices,  UA  will  lease 
ioT^s  throughout  the  country  and 
;how  "Carnegie"  on  a  two-a-day 
jolicy. 

Morros,  in  New  York  to  work  out 
the  details  of  the  pic's  launching, 
'said  that  present  plans  are  to  hold 
,:he  American  premiere  of  the  film 
it  Carnegie  Hall  sometime  in  April. 
Bic  will  open  in  16  world  capitals 
luring  Easter  Week. 

Morros  stated  that  "Babes  in  Toy- 
and"  would  be  his  next  production, 
f  the  Technicolor  laboratories  can 
oromise  prints  in  time  for  Christmas 
-elease.  If  not,  Federal  Films  will 
nake  another  picture  in  New  York  in 
the  Spring  and  postpone  "Babes" 
until  1948. 

The  producer  is  elated  with  the 
Erst  reactions  to  "Carnegie"  by  the 
*ew  who  viewed  private  screenings, 
md  particularly  pleased  with  the  re- 
sults of  production  in  New  York 
3ity.  "The  unions  co-operated  100 
oer  cent,"  he  said.  "Most  of  them 
are  skilled  and  with  a  little  more 
experience,  there  will  be  little  to 
:hoose  between  the  technical  talent 
available  in  New  York  and  Holly- 
.vood." 


De  Mille  Before  Sen.  Com. 
To  Urge  Labor,  Strike  Laws 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — A  call  for  labor  re- 
forms and  outlawing  of  jurisdic- 
tional strikes  will  be  made  to  the 
Senate  Labor  Committee  today  by 
Cecil  B.  DeMille.  The  Hollywood 
producer-director  also  is  expected  to 
outline  his  dispute  with  AFRA. 
Meanwhile,  committee  chairman 
Robert  Taft  said  the  Committee 
should  report  a  labor  bill  to  the  Sen- 
ate by  March  15.  The  bill  is  almost 
:certain  to  contain  provisions  ban- 
jning  jurisdictional  strikes. 


SEI1D  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIDGS  TO: 

Feb.  14 

Jack   Benny  Michael  Devaney  Farlej 

Fred   Scott  William  D.  Swigart 

Stuart   Erwin  Florence    Rice 

Marcia   Harris  Henry   Randel 

William   L.  Snyder 

Trudy  Marshall 

Feb.  15 

Lou  Ostrow 

Hugh  Wedlock,  Jr. 

B.   R.   Blotcky 

Cesar  Romero 


William   Janney 

I.    E.    Chadwick 

A.   H.  Halprin 

James   Listengart 


Bud  Geary 
Feb.  16 

William  LeBaron  H.    R.    Kassman 

Chester    Morris  Leah  Ray 

Doloris   Starr  Dorothy    Lovett 

Edgar   Bergen  Patty  Andrews 

Ben  Grimm  Mike  Simmons 

Jeffrey   Lynn 


u>M  phil  m.  DALY 


Week-End  Memos 

•  •  •  The  Question  Before  the  House:  If  the  Government  finally 
wins  divorcement,  with  competitive  bidding  prevailing,  will  not  the 
indie  exhibitor  pay  a  helluva  lot  more  for  pix  than  he  does  today? . . 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  If  you're  an  industry  pessimist  these  days, 
consider  this:  Atlas  Corp.,  headed  by  the  very  sharp  Floyd  B.  Odium, 
has  been  buying  Loew's,  20th-Fox  and  Warners  common,  the  while 
adding  to  its  Paramount  stock.  ...  •  HaTold  Bonafield  is  the  new 
managing  editor  of  RKO  Pathe  News,  upped  from  chief  film  editor.  .  .  . 

•  Marvin  Schenck  of  Loew's  will  be  off  Monday  for  a  Hot  Springs 
vacation.  ...     •   Robert  Shaw  and  his  Collegiate  Chorale  will  contribute 

the   musical   interludes   for   "The   Roosevelt   Story" Jack   Shaindlin 

has  finalized  the  choral  arrangements.  ...  •  Sign  inside  the  entrance 
to  the  NSS  branch   in  Minneapolis:    "Close   the   Door,  Richard!".   .   .   . 

•  Ambassador  Henri  Bonnet  will  head  a  group  of  some  50  French 
officials  stationed  in  Washington  and  at  Lake  Success  who  will  attend 
the  premiere  evening  showing  of  "Children  of  Paradise"  at  the  Ambas- 
sador Wednesday 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  The  Musketeers,  probably  the  industry's 
most  exclusive  informal  group,  dined  at  the  Lotus  Club  last  night,  with 
Capt.  Harold  Auten  as  host,  and  his  son,  Maj.  Harold  Auten,  now  on 

terminal   leave   from   the   British   Army,   as    guest    of   honor Major 

Auten  has  just  finished  a  tour  of  duty  in  Germany  as  custodian  of 
UFA.  ...  •  Hal  Wallis  is  very  much  interested  in  tho  screen  poten- 
tialities of  Ruth  Gilbert,  now  playing  a  shady  lady  in  Eugene  O'Neill's 
"The  Iceman  Cometh".  ...  •  Walter  E.  Mitchell,  retiring  president 
of  Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  AUied's  New  England  affiliate,  will  be 
tendered  a  testimonial  dinner  at  Boston's  Hotel  Copley-Plaza  on  the 
15th.  ...  •  Fortune  Magazine  will  devote  its  entire  April  issue  to  the 
University  of  Chicago  Press's  forthcoming  tome,  "A  Free  And  Responsible 
Press".  ...  •  20th-Fox  has  filed  a  certificate  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  Albany,  reducing  the  number  of  shares  of  its  stock 
trom  4,693,857  to  4,689,388.   ...      •    lust   in  case  you  were   wondering 

as  to  what  the  crowd  was  gaping  at  yesterday  in  Times  Square 

Olga  San  Juan,  Paramount  player,  released  an  Army  Air  Forces 
stratosphere  ballocn  with  a  Eing  Crosby  recording  of  "Blue  Skies" 
Loew's  Theaters  flacks  pulled  the  stunt  in  co-op  with  USAAF  re- 
cruiting drive.  ...  •  Universal  is  reported  getting  ready  to  re-issue 
eight  of  its  past  top  hits.  ...  •  First  Metro  British  pic  to  go  into  pro- 
duction in  the  new  Metro  Elstree  studios  will  .star  Robert  Taylor,  who  is 
now  over  there 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Little,  Brown  and  Company,  on  March  3. 
will  publish  "The  Big  Yankee,"  Michael  Blankfort's  biog.  of  General 
Evans  F.  Carlson Blankfort,  screen  writer  under  contract  to  Wal- 
ter W anger,  has  four  other  novels  to  his  credit.  ...  •  Ross  McLean, 
Canada's  new  Government  Film  Commissioner,  will  get  a  yearly  salary 
of  $8,000.  ...  •  The  Variety  Club  of  Illinois  will  present  "The  Ice 
Capades  of  1947"  in  the  Chicago  Arena  on  March  18  as  a  benefit  for 
La  Rabida  Sanitarium.  ...  •  Expansion  of  Encyclopedia  Britannica 
Films  has  brought  the  naming  of  Laurin  Healy  as  director  of  public  re- 
lations. ...  •  Harold  Russell,  seen  in  "The  Best  Years  Of  Our  Lives," 
gets  Salute  Magazine's  first  anniversary  award  as  the  veteran  who  "best 
upheld  the  principles  for  which  this  country   and  its   allies  fought  the 

war" Plaque  will  be  presented  to  Russell  at  a  luncheon  here  on 

March  3.  .  .  .  •  Add  Signs  o'  the  Times:  Warners  currently  has  no 
less  than  eight  crews  in  the  iield,  to  scout  and  film  background  scenes. 


Brotherhood  Trailer 
Showings  Start  Sun. 


One  of  the  greatest  industry- 
sponsored  drives  in  history  will  be- 
gin this  week-end  when  every  news- 
reel  in  the  country  will  present  the 
special  short  featurette  launching 
American  Brotherhood  Week,  being 
held  from  Feb.  16-23  under  the  spon- 
sorship of  the  National  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Jews. 

Typical  of  special  exploitation 
campaigns  supporting  the  drive  is 
the  circular  being  distributed  by  the 
Connecticut  MPTO  to  all  distrib- 
utors. Mailing  piece  stresses  the 
battle  against  religious  and  racial 
intolerance  and  urges  all  members 
to  get  behind  the  drive.  Heading  the 
Connecticut  division  committees  are 
Herman  N.  Levy,  exhibitor  chair- 
man; Henry  Germaine,  distributor 
chairman,  and  Lou  Brown,  publicity 
chairman. 


Lloyd  A.  Free  Joins 
Department  of  State 


Washington   Bureau   of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Lloyd  A.  Free,  ed- 
itor of  the  Journal  of  Public  Opinion 
and  formerly  with  the  International 
Film  Foundation,  yesterday  joined 
the  Department  of  State  as  special 
assistant  to  William  T.  Stone,  direc- 
tor of  the  Office  of  International  In- 
formation and  Cultural  Affairs.  He 
will  work  on  the  department's  pro- 
gram of  world-wide  freedom  of  in- 
formation. 

Free's  appointment  follows  an  ad- 
dress by  Assistant  Secretary  of  State 
William  Benton,  made  Tuesday  in 
Chicago,  wherein  he  disclosed  the  de- 
partment's expanded  program  in  this 
field.  Free  has  previously  served  as 
consultant  to  the  Dept.  of  State.  He 
spent  the  latter  part  of  1946  in  Paris, 
in  charge  of  the  mass  media  work  of 
the  preparatory  commission  of 
UNESCO. 


WEDDinG  BELLS 


Wamer-Hiatt 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Lita  Warner,  daughter 
of  the  late  Sam  Warner  and  adopted 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  M. 
Warner,  will  be  married  Tuesday  to 
Dr.  Nathan  Hiatt,  formerly  of  New 
York  and  Chicago.  Rabbi  Edgar  F. 
Magnin  will  officiate  at  the  early 
evening  ceremony  at  the  Beverly 
Hills  Hotel.  Dr.  Stanley  Immerman 
will  be  best  man,  with  Gloria  Schnit- 
zer  attending  the  bride  as  maid  of 
honor.  Dr.  Hiatt  is  now  on  the  staffs 
of  Cedars  of  Lebanon  and  St.  Johns 
Hospitals. 


Berman-Morros 

Richard  Morros,  son  of  independ- 
ent producer  Boris  Morros,  will  wed 
Dianne  Berman  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
at  the  Plaza  Hotel  in  New  York  on 
March  17,  St.  Patrick's  Day. 


This  is  No.  3  in  a  series  of  unsolicited 
exhibitor  tributes  to  "Abie's  Irish  Rose" 
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Mono.  26  Weeks  Net 
Climbs  to  $216,999 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
holders    since   June    29,   1946,   while 
22,200  shares  in  this  category  remain 
outstanding. 

The  Monogram  prexy  called  atten- 
tion to  the  company's  current  sched- 
ule of  high-budget  productions,  with 
particular  emphasis  upon  the  product 
of  Allied  Artists  Production,  Inc.,  a 
new  subsidiary. 

First  of  the  Allied  Artists  films  is 
"It  Happened  on  Fifth  Avenue,"  now 
ready  for  release.  Also  budgeted  for 
$1,000,000  and  on  Allied's  program 
are  "Tragic  Symphony,"  "The  Gang- 
ster," "Smart  Woman"  and  "Gun 
Crazy." 


World  Reps,  to  See  Preem 
Of  M-G-M's  Atomic  Film 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — A  group  of  notable 
people  will  see  themselves  portrayed 
on  the  screen  next  Wednesday  night 
at  global  premiere  of  "Beginning  or 
The  End,"  M-G-M's  dramatization 
of  atomic  bomb. 

Major  General  Leslie  R.  Groves,  as 
chief  of  Operation  Manhattan,  will 
be  portrayed  by  Brian  Donlevy;  his 
secretary,  Mrs.  Jean  O'Leary,  will 
be  seen  in  Audrey  Totter;  Miss  Grace 
Tully,  secretary  to  late  President 
Roosevelt,  is  played  by  Nella  Wal- 
ker; Charles  G.  Ross,  White  House 
press  secretary,  is  portrayed  by  Ed- 
ward Earle  in  scene  with  President 
Truman  whose  screen  rep.  is  Art 
Baker. 

A  global  audience  will  attend  the 
global  premiere  of  M-G-M's  dramati- 
zation of  the  story  of  the  atomic 
bomb  at  the  Palace  Theater.  Lord 
Inverchapel,  Ambassador  of  Great 
Britain,  will  be  present  as  will  Mon- 
sieur Henri  Bonnet,  the  French  Am- 
bassador. Other  nations  to  be  repre- 
sented are:  Afghanistan,  Austria, 
Bolivia,  Brazil,  Colombia,  Czechoslo- 
vakia, Denmark,  Egypt,  Ethiopia, 
Guatemala,  Haiti,  Iceland,  Iraq,  Ire- 
land, Italy,  Lithuania,  Mexico,  Pan- 
ama, Peru,  Philippines,  Poland,  Siam, 
The  Union  of  South  Africa,  Spain, 
Turkey,  Venezuela  and  Yugoslavia, 
with  more  invitation  acceptances 
coming. 


HOLLVUJOOD-VinE  VRRD 


By  RALPH  WILK 


West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

HOLLYWOOD 

r\AY'S  studio  news  digest:      Irving  Berlin  has  agreed   to  write  a   musical 

score  and  contribute  already  established  tunes  for  a  Berlin  musical  to  be 

produced  by  M-G-M  with  such  stars  as  Judy  Garland,   Frank  Sinatra,  Gene 

Kelly,   Kathryn  Grayson   and   Red   Skelton Twentieth-Fox  will   make   a 

musical  version  of  "Ramona,"  already  filmed  several  times,  with  Jeanne  Crain 

starred.     Edmund  Goulding  will  direct  and  William  E.  Bacher  produce 

B'way  star,  Joan  McCracken,  has  been  added  to  the  cast  of  M-G-M's  "Good 
News,"  the   1927  main  stem  hit  first  filmed  by  Metro  in   1930.     Gloria  de 
Haven,  June  Allyson  and  Peter  Lawford  are  slated  for  top  billing. ....  .Three 

of  the  four  pix  Sam  Bischoff  contracted  to  produce  for  UA  will  be  George 
Raft  starrers,  in  which  the  actor  will  also  share  financially.  First  will  be 
"Intrigue,"  which  follows  "Pitfall,"  a  Dick  Powell  picture,  on  the  producer's 

schedule RKO  will  star  Myrna  Loy  and  Cary  Grant  in  "Mr.  Blandings 

Builds  His  Dream  House,"  a  novel  by  Eric  Hodgins  for  which  ;hey  just  shelled 

out  $200,000 Anita    Colby,   former   Powers    model   and    more    recently 

associated  with  David  0.  Selznick  as  feminine  director  of  his  studio,  will  take 
leave  of  his  lot  next  month  to  play  a  role  in  Mark  Heliinger's  U-l  pix, 
"Brute   Force".  . 


March  Conclave  on  Forum  Anti-Discrimination  Bill 


Will  be  Held  at  the  Astor 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

it  was    announced   yesterday, 
sions  are  set  for  March  10-11. 


Ses 


PCC  Declines  MPTOA  Forum 

West  Coast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  PCCITO  has  found 
it  impossible  to  accept  invitation  to 
attend  MPTOA  discussion  on  the 
Forum.  It  believes  Forum  cannot 
have  any  effect  until  decree  and  New 
York  equity  suit  has  been  made  final. 


Indiana  House  Kills 
Daylight  Saving  Bill 


Indianapolis  —  After  a  30-minute 
debate,  the  Indiana  House  killed  a 
measure  offered  by  Rep.  Albert 
Thompson  (R.  North  Vernon)  to  pro- 
hibit daylight  saving  time  except  on 
a  state-wide  basis  as  proclaimed  by 
the  governor. 

It  would  have  limited  even  the 
governor's  declaration  to  June,  July 
and  August  and  drew  fire  from  up- 
state cities  whose  business  is  closely 
allied  with  metropolitan  Chicago. 


DON'T  SIGN  until  you  first  learn  about  Filmack's 
New  Prevue  Trailer  Service  —  ready  NOW!  Write, 
wire,  phone  Filmack,  1322  S.  Wabash,  Chicago  5,  111. 


Headed  for  Del.  Solons 


Wilmington  —  Arrangements  have 
been  completed  for  the  introduction 
early  next  week  in  the  Delaware 
Legislature  of  a  proposed  civil  rights 
bill  banning  racial  barriers  by  the- 
aters, Benjamin  C.  Whitten,  vice- 
president  of  the  Wilmington  branch 
of  NAACP,  announced.  A  similar 
bill  introduced  in  the  1945  legislature 
died  in  committee. 

Under  the  new  bill  "full  and  equal" 
accommodations  would  be  guaran- 
teed to  all  persons.  No  exhibitor 
could  refuse  such  facilities  "on  ac- 
count of  race,  color  or  religious  be- 
lief," or  give  notice  that  such  pat- 
ronage "is  unwelcome,  objectionable 
or  not  accepted,  desired,  accommo- 
dated or  solicited."  Production  of 
any  such  "written  or  printed  com- 
munication, notice  or  advertisement, 
purporting  to  relate"  to  any  theater 
would,  under  the  terms  of  the  bill, 
"be  presumptive  evidence"  in  any 
criminal  or  civil  lawsuit  that  it  was 
authorized  by  the  exhibitor. 

Industry ites  yesterday  ques- 
tioned the  legality  of  this  pro- 
vision, indicating  that  the  the- 
ater's authorization  should  be  a 
matter  to  be  proved.   Otherwise, 
it  was  pointed  out,  this  proviso 
could  be  used  by  competitors  to 
put  rivals  at  a  disadvantage. 
The  bill  provides  for  fines  of  not 
less   than   $100   or  more   than    $500 
or  jail  terms  of  not  less  than  30  or 
more  than  90  days,  or  both  fine  and 
imprisonment. 


Boy's  Growth  Worth  $12,000 

Detroit  —  Unique  verdict  for  $12,- 
000  awarded  today  by  circuit  jury 
against  Midwest  Theaters,  on  behalf 
of  Majestic  Theater  on  claim  that  12- 
year-old  Donald  Donnelly  fell  in  the- 
ater in  1942  and  consequently  is  no 
longer  identical  twin.  His  twin, 
Ronald,  is  taller  since  Donald's  acci- 
dent. 


"Sherman  Ad"  For 
Germany  in  Prospect 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

part  of  American  and  British  mil: 
tary  officials  in  the  two  zones. 

Meanwhile,  State  Departmer  ).\< 
War  Department  spokesmen  dii 
counted  reported  charges  by  a  Wa: 
Department  civil  affairs  officer  that  i 
is  "none  of  Hollywood's  business'  I 
what  goes  on  in  Germany  in  the  waj 
of  revival  of  the  German  pix  in 
dustry. 

Officials  pointed  out  that  Americai 
motion  picture  industry  officials  nov| 
in  Germany  often  are  consulted  anc 
the  U.  S.  industry,  as  other  indus 
tries,  has  a  "very  real  and  justifiabh 
interest  in  the  German  film  indus 
try." 

These  officials  pointed  out  that  thij 
claim  has  not  been  made  that  Ger 
many  is  now  "overproducing."  The:  I 
add,  however,  that  Eric  Pommer,  wh< 
has  been  given  the  task  of  rehabili 
tating  the  German  pix  industry,  ha; 
been  progressing  at  such  a  rapic 
pace  that  there  is  a  very  real  dangei 
that  overproduction  may  result. 

There  will  be  no  attempt,  thes< 
officials  say,  to  curtail  the  Germai 
film  industry  beyond  normal  devel I 
opment,  but  as  past  experience  with 
Germany  has  shown,  there  is  a  tend 
ency  to  overproduce  with  no  regart 
for  what  the  industry  can  economic 
ally  bear.  This,  in  the  past,  has  lee 
to  a  demand  for  Government  protec 
tion  to  save  the  industry  from  finan 
cial  collapse. 


Danes,  U.  S.  Draft  Pact 
To  Avoid  Double  Taxation 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL~i\ 
Washington — A  draft  conventioi ; 
for  the  avoidance  of  double  taxatioi 
and  the  prevention  iof  fiscal  evasioi 
with  respect  to  taxes  on  income  ha: 
been  prepared  after  discussions  ir 
Washington  between  a  delegation  o: 
Danish  Government  officials  anc 
representatives  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment. The  U.  S.  delegation  wa.* 
headed  by  Eldon  P.  King,  specia 
deputy  commissioner  of  Interna 
Revenue. 

The  draft  convention  relating  tc 
income  taxes  will  be  submitted  b? 
the  negotiators  to  their  respective 
Government  for  further  considera 
tion,  with  a  view  towards  eventua 
signing. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Detroit — John  E.  Ferger,  manage: 
of  the  Downtown  Theater,  Balaban 
operated  first-run  house,  is  th« 
father  of  a  seven-and-one-half  pounc 
baby  girl. 

Chicago — Charles  Hubbard,  assis 
tant  manager  of  the  Will  Roger! 
theater,  has  a  new  daughter,  bon 
at  the  St.  Elizabeth  Hospital. 


today,  February  14,  1947 
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Indian  Pix  Formula: 
Not  Over  Players 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
on.  Inversely,  he  said,  with  an  un- 
>rj^r  plot,  vast  rows  of  empty 
(flPi  tlie  exhibitor's  problem. 
Merchant,  here  on  an  equipment 
lying  trip,  explained  that  the  In- 
ian  film  industry  is  now  in  a  much 
lore  organized  state  than  before  the 
rar,  when  film  production  was  on  a 
imewhat  "informal"  level.  Certain 
I:  the  wartime  restrictions,  encom- 
assed  in  the  provisional  Defense  of 
idia  Rule,  have  been  dropped,  but 
:hers  are  lingering  on.  With  a 
lortage  of  raw  stock  still  curtail- 
ig  production,  and  with  Eastman 
id  du  Pont  agencies  using  a  strict 
.iota  on  film,  producers  have  been 
mited  to  about  eight  features  a 
;ar.  There  is  a  minimum  of  six 
ms  required  for  license,  with  12,000 
|set  maximum  footage  allowed  on 
•atures. 

All  pictures,  Merchant  said,  must 
ive  a  Bombay  premiere  before  be- 
g  exhibited  elsewhere.  In  Bombay, 
1  reviews,  publicity,  and  exploita- 
on  are  set  up,  and  if  the  film  is 
iccessful,  subsequents  will  be  able 
■  show  the  film  in  three  weeks, 
irst-runs,  however,  sometimes  run 

;a  much  as  26  weeks.  Merchant  said. 
Bombay  Premiere  Must 

i  A  sharp  spirit  of  competition  pre- 
lils  among  Indian  exhibitors,  where 

Epmpetition  for  obligatory  Bombay 
ilease    dates    is    high.     Organized 

t:  aques    often    invade    a    rival    pro- 

i  jeer's  picture,  setting  up  a  semi- 
ot  to  force  unfavorable  reviews  due 

!  »  inability  to  hear  the  sound-track. 
The  industry,  however,  is  not  oper- 

Uped  in  so  frontier  fashion  through- 
it.  It  approximates  very  closely 
ollywood  methods  in  publicity  and 
•cploitation.  But  in  selling,  the  dif- 
rence  is  great.    There,  a  sample  of 

I  le  sound-track  is  all-important  and 

;  1ms  are  sold  on  the  quality  of  sound, 

Merchant  explained. 

:  Dawlat  operates  no  theaters,  but 

:  leases  films  for  independent  pro- 
ucers  under  contract.  Current  costs 

i  i  pictures  have  risen  greatly  since 

1  ie  war,  almost  doubling  in  salaries 

l»r  stars,  in  particular. 


Building  Restrictions  Strict 

Strict  building  regulations  now  in 
Tect  will   probably  sharply  curtail 


r?1 


British  Newsreels 
Print  at  Movietone 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Printing 
facilities  of  British  Movietone  News 
were  offered  to  all  competing  reels 
at  the  direction  of  Murray  Silver- 
stone,  20th-Fox  foreign  topper,  in 
order  that  Great  Britain's  newsreel 
service  might  be  continued  unin- 
terrupted during  the  acute  power 
shortage. 

Silverstone  authorized  Movietone 
to  purchase  a  generator  at  high  cost 
to  maintain  production  of  the  Fox 
reel. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

LEWIS  ALLEN.  Director.  Born  Christmas  Day,  1905,  in  Wellington,  Shropshire, 
England.  The  sen  of  Vincent  and  Ann  Allen.  After  his  schooling  he 
joined  the  British  merchant  service  and  followed  the  sea  from  1921  to  1926. 
For  a  brief  period  he  was  a  real  estate  auctioneer.  In- 
trigued by  the  theater  he  became  an  actor  and  stage 
manager  in  1928  in  the  provinces  and  London.  He  also 
played  bits  in  British  movies.  Became  associated  with 
Gilbert  Miller  in  1933  and  was  in  charge  of  his  London 
and  New  York  productions  for  eight  years.  His  first 
Broadway  directorial  chore  for  Miller  was  "Laburnum 
Grove,"  followed  by  other  outstanding  productions.  Signed 
a  directorial  contract  with  Paramount  in  1941  and  for 
two  years  studied  film  technique.  His  first  directorial  as- 
signment was  "The  Uninvited."  From  his  initial  success 
he  went  on  to  direct  "Our  Hearts  Were  Ycung  and  Gay," 
"The  Unseen,"  "Those  Endearing  Young  Charms"  (for 
RKO),  and  "The  Imperfect  Lady."  He  then  directed  two 
successive  Hal  Wallis  productions,  "The  Perfect  Mar- 
riage" and  "Desert  Fury."  He  goes  this  Spring  to  England 
to  direct  Paramount's  "For  Her  to  See,"  which  Wallis 
will  produce.  He  is  married  to  Dorothy  Allen,  formerly  a  leading  literary  agent 
in  London.  They  have  a  son,  Jon  Lewis  Allen.  Black  haired,  gray-eyed  and  quiet 
disposed,  he  is  known  both  as  "an  actor's  and  a  director's  director." 


Scully  Opens  Final  U-I 
Regional  Sales  Meet  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Hotel  Astor  today.  John  Joseph, 
U-I  ad-publicity  chief,  will  disclose 
plans  for  "The  Egg  and  I"  and  other 
top  Universal  product  to  be  released 
during  the  next  six  months. 

Among  those  who  will  attend  the 
meetings  are  district  managers  P. 
T.  Dana,  Cleveland;  Dave  Miller, 
Buffalo  and  J.  J.  Scully,  Boston; 
branch  managers  Max  Cohen,  Cleve- 
land; Francis  J.  Guehl,  Pittsburgh; 
Eugene  Vogel,  Albany;  J.  J.  Span- 
dau,  Buffalo;  Arthur  Greenfield,  New 
Haven;  E.  Myer  Feltman,  Boston; 
George  E.  Schwartz,  Philadelphia; 
Harry  J.  Martin,  Washington  and 
David  A.  Levy,  New  York. 

Also  A.  W.  Perry  and  Mark  Plottel 
from  Canada,  Nat  Goldberg  from  the 
New  York  exchange;  Lester  Zucker 
and  Joe  Oulahan,  Eastern  sales  rep- 
resentatives for  the  J.  Arthur  Rank 
division;  L.  J.  McGinley,  Prestige 
Pictures  sales  manager;  and  home 
office  executives  A.  J.  O'Keefe,  E.  T. 
Gomersall,  William  J.  Heineman, 
Fred  Meyers,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  E. 
L.  McEvoy,  F.  T.  Murray,  B.  G. 
Kranze,  James  J.  Jordan,  Morris  Alin 
and  Adolph  Schimel. 


any  new  building  in  large  cities, 
Merchant  said.  High  property  costs, 
and  a  complicated  zoning  law,  where 
theaters  must  be  built  on  corner 
property,  with  the  nearest  competi- 
tion not  less  than  several  hundred 
yards  away,  and  located  on  a  street 
with  light  traffic  have  forced  exhib- 
itors to  look  to  the  provinces  for 
profits. 

Indian  audiences  are  becoming 
accustomed  to  theaters  more  like 
Western  houses,  Merchant  said,  and 
the  day  of  backless  benches  in  In- 
dian movie  theaters  is  now  past. 


Mrs.  Donald  Nelson  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Funeral  services  are 
to  be  held  tomorrow  at  Church  of 
Recessional  for  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Nel- 
son, 28,  who  died  of  a  chronic  liver 
ailment  in  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital  here.  Surviving  besides  her 
husband,  who  is  head  of  SIMPP,  are 
her  mother  and  brother. 


$966,000  Decision 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
verdict  and  entered  judgment  for  the 
defendants. 

The  Court's  views  were  expressed 
in  a  30-page  opinion. 

Attorney  George  S.  Ryan,  counsel 
for  Momand,  is  expected  to  take  an 
appeal. 

Momand,  then  operating  theaters 
in  seven  Oklahoma  towns,  first  filed 
suit  in  1931,  demanding  $4,000,000 
damages,  naming  the  majors  and  the 
Griffith  Amusement  Co.  This  action 
eventually  was  dismissed  in  July, 
1936,  with  Momand  taking  an  appeal. 
The  Circuit  Court  in  Denver  upheld 
she  dismissal,  but  without  prejudice, 
thus  clearing  the  way  for  re-filing 
with  certain  changes  in  the  petition. 

Momand,  meanwhile,  moved  to 
Boston,  where  the  new  suit  was  filed 
in  1937.  The  action  went  to  trial  on 
Jan.  6,  with  the  jury  returning  its 
verdict  of  $322,000  damages,  auto- 
matically trebled  to  $966,000  on 
Jan.  22. 

Momand  charged  in  his  suit  that 
he  was  forced  to  sell  his  Oklahoma 
houses  because  he  was  deprived  of 
product  by  distributor  conspiracy. 


Carl  Fismer  Dead 

Hamilton,  O.  —  Carl  Fismer,  37, 
for  many  years  manager  of  the  Lyric 
here,  died  after  a  long  illness. 
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"The  Arnelo  Affair" 

with  John  Hodiak,  George  Murphy.  Frances 

Gifford 
M-G-M  86  Mins. 

GOOD  DRAMATIC  OFFERING  WITH 
SOCK  SEQUENCES  FOR  THE  GENERAL 
ADULT  AUDIENCE. 

Marriage,  adultery  and  murder  are  the 
prime,  mcving  factors  in  this  Jerry  Bres- 
ler  production  which  is  served  up  in  sock 
sequences  via  the  direction  of  Arch  Oboler. 
It  is  an  adult  story  all  the  way.  The  adul- 
tery theme  is  indicated,  but  skirts  com- 
mission. However,  it  does  set  off  a  murder 
and  that  murder  reflects  itself  throughout 
the    unfoldment. 

The  film  is  a  good  offering  for  gener- 
al audiences  of  adults  and  particular  stress 
easily  may   be  laid  on  feminine  angles. 

Played  with  fair  conviction,  the  story 
opens  in  the  12th  year  of  Frances  Gifford's 
marriage  to  George  Murphy.  One  night  he 
brings  John  Hodiak  home  with  him.  Hodiak 
is  a  client,  also  a  night  spot  operator. 
There  is  immediate  attraction  between  Miss 
Gifford  and  Hodiak  and  she  cannot  resist. 
He  is  a  successful  character,  sprung  from 
poor  beginnings.  Later,  she  is  fairly  in 
his  clutches  but  he  sends  her  away.  On 
another  visit  she  finds  a  former  flame,  an 
actress,  in  Hodiak's  apartment.  Joan  Wood- 
bury enlightens  Miss  Gifford  about  her 
fate.  Hodiak  slaps  her.  Later  Miss  Wood- 
bury is  found  murdered.  A  note  which  Miss 
Gifford  never  sent  incriminates  her,  Hodiak 
has  it. 

The  police  enter  the  case.  Hodiak  has 
all  the  high  cards  and  he's  playing  them 
close  to  his  chest  until  Murphy  begins  to 
figure  things  out.  There's  also  a  detective 
figuring  in  the  doings.  A  key  turns  up — 
the  key  to  Hodiak's  place.  The  police 
plant  facts  in  Murphy's  mind  and  he  adds 
them  up  to  the  ultimate  conclusion  that 
his  wife,  who  has  been  accused  of  Miss 
Woodbury's  death  could  not  possibly  have 
done  it.  Miss  Gifford  attempts  suicide 
when  developments  appear  hopeless  but  she 
is  saved  in  time  when  truth  and  the  iden- 
tity  of   the    killer   is    revealed. 

The  story  is  a  bit  on  the  slow  side  but 
it  builds  its  points  solidly  and  the  even 
flow  of  continuity  dovetails  various  story 
aspects. 

CAST:  John  Hodiak,  George  Murphy,  Frances 
Gifford,  Dean  Stockwell,  Eve  Arden,  Warner 
Anderson,  Lowell  Gilmore,  Michael  Brandon, 
Ruth    Brady,    Ruby    Dandridge,    Joan    Woodbury. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jerry  Bresler;  Director, 
Arch  Oboler;  Screenplay,  Arch  Oboler;  Orig- 
inal story,  Jane  Burr;  Cameraman,  Charles  Saler- 
no; Film  Editor,  Harry  Komer;  Musical  Score, 
George  Bassman;  Sound,  Douglas  Shearer;  Art 
Direction,  Cedric  Gibbons,  Wade  Rubottom;  Set 
Decorations,  Edwin  B.  Willis,  Thomas  Theuer- 
kauf. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  First 
Rate. 

Sidney  Toler  Services 

W est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Funeral  services  will 
be  held  here  for  Sidney  Toler  who 
won  fame  as  the  cinema  delineator 
of  Charlie  Chan.  He  was  the  fifth 
actor  to  portray  the  Honolulu  detec- 
tive. Toler  took  over  the  role  when 
Warner  Oland  died  in  1938.  Toler 
had  been  a  successful  star  on  Broad- 
way and  had  written  several  plays 
before  he  became  known  as  an  Ori- 
ental sleuth.  His  first  wife,  Vivian, 
died  in  1943.  His  second  wife,  the 
former  Viva   Tattersall,   is   his   sole 


"Calendar  Girl" 

with  Jane   Frazee,  William   Marshall 
Republic  88  Mins. 

BREEZY,  LIGHTWEIGHT  MUSICAL 
SHOULD  SKIP  ALONG  TO  GOOD  RE- 
SULTS. 

The  gaslight  days,  when  Tony  Pastor's 
and  Reisenweber's  were  the  right  places 
to  take  your  girl,  and  a  new  invention  on 
the  horizon  was  the  advent  of  what  was 
then  considered  a  risque  calendar  because 
it  showed  a  girl  exposing  her  legs;  that's 
what  makes  this  story  tick.  It  is  snappy 
stuff,  well  arranged  and  timed  so  that  it 
never  has  a  dull  moment.  This  plus  a 
couple  of  interesting  song  numbers  and 
the  gay  aspects  of  show  people  struggling 
to  gain  a  niche  for  themselves,  make  for 
nonsensical  gayety. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century,  Irene  Rich 
is  running  a  boarding  house  in  the  Vil- 
lage. Next  door  lives  firechief  Victor  Mc- 
Laglen  and  his  daughter,  Jane  Frazee. 
Also,  an  assortment  of  artists,  musicians,  ac- 
tors, singers.  Then  comes,  from  Boston, 
William  Marshall  and  James  Ellison  to 
make  romantic  inroads  on  Miss  Frazee's 
heart.  Of  course  she  has  plans,  for  Ellison 
is  a  millionaire  banker  trying  his  hand  at 
the  Bohemian  life.  Marshall  is  his  buddy. 
At  once  the  pair  set  about  to  make  with 
the  art. 

Kenny  Baker,  writer  of  greeting  card 
verse,  bursts  in  and  supplies  words  to 
Marshall's  music  which  is  eventually  suited 
to  Miss  Frazee's  delivery.  What  comes 
from  Marshall's  piano  was  concocted  by 
Jimmy  McHugh  and  Harold  Adamson.  They 
are  good  numbers:  "Calendar  Girl,"  "Have 
I  Told  You  Lately,"  "A  Bluebird  is  Singing 
to  Me"  and  others. 

McLaglen  is  in  arxl  out  of  the  scene. 
Miss  Rich  requires  his  strong  arm  assistance 
about  the  house  frequently.  McLaglen  is 
also  keeping  a  weather  eye  on  his  daughter 
as  she  flits  among  the  artist  folk. 

Most  o  fthe  time  the  situations  arising 
in  the  Rich  domicile  build  to  a  laugh,  a  bit 
of  rcmance,  or  a  small  scale  production 
number.  Gail  Patrick  comes  on  the  scene. 
She's  affianced  to  Ellison  who's  making 
a  play  for  Miss  Frazee.  But  Marshall  is  the 
right  guy.  Miss  Frazee  poses  for  Ellison. 
He  paints  a  calendar  picture.  It  wins  a 
prize.  McLaglen's  firehouse  team  wins  a 
tug  'o  war  match.  Ellison  gets  Miss  Pat- 
rick, Marshall  gets  Miss  Frazee,  and  it 
looks  like    McLaglen   gets   Miss   Rich. 

It  is  light  and  pleasant  all  'round. 

CAST:  Jane  Frazee,  William  Marshall,  Gail 
Patrick,  Kenny  Baker,  Victor  McLaglen,  James 
Ellison,  Janet  Martin,  Franklin  Pangborn,  Gus 
Schilling,  Irene  Rich,  Charles  Arnt,  Lou  Nova, 
Emory    Parnell. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer-Director,  Allan 
Dwan;  Screenplay  by  Mary  Loos,  Richard  Sale, 
Lee  Loeb;  Original  story,  Lee  Loeb;  Cameraman, 
Reggie  Lanning;  Musical  Director,  Cy  Feuer; 
Orchestrations,  Leo  Arnaud;  Film  Editor,  Fred 
Allen;  Sound,  Victor  Appel;  Art  Director,  Hil- 
yard  Brown;  Set  Decorations,  John  McCarthy, 
Jr.,   George  Milo. 

DIRECTION,  Skillful.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  First 
Rate. 

Rites  for  A.  E.  Andrews 

Emporium,  Pa. — Funeral  services 
were  held  yesterday  for  A.  E.  An- 
drews, who  owned  and  operated  the 
Emporium  here  for  more  than  25 
years.  Andrews  suffered  a  severe 
heart  attack  about  a  year  ago  from 
which  he  never  fully  recovered. 


"Michigan  Kid" 

with  Jon   Hall,  Victor  McLaglen 
Universal  69  Mins. 

CINECOLORED  WESTERN  HAS  RE- 
QUIRED ACTION  ELEMENTS  AND  LEAD 
"NAMES"  TO  PUT  IT  OVER. 

The  handful  of  lead  "names"  should 
prove  a  good  assist  in  putting  "Michigan 
Kid"  over.  The  story  is  more  or  less 
another  version  of  the  outlaws  and  the 
hero  coming  to  grips  eventually  and  right 
winning  out  against  wrong. 

This  one  starts  off  with  the  well  known 
bang.  The  bang  comes  following  a  frontier 
town  saloon  sequence  that  is  replete  with 
girls  tossing  their  skirts  while  they  sing 
"Whoops  My  Dear."  Then  a  squad  of  soon- 
to-be-discharged  soldiers,  who  have  been 
campaigning  against  Indians,  take  over  and 
smash  up  the  place. 

Jon  Hall  travels  to  Rawhide,  Arizona  to 
take  up  ranching.  En  route  the  stagecoach 
he  is  hitching  a  ride  on  is  ambushed  by 
Victor  McLaglen's  gang.  There's  a  killing. 
Money,  a  great  deal  of  it,  is  lost.  Hall  has 
something  of  a  reputation  as  the  "Michigan 
Kid,"    well-known   gun    totin'    marshal. 

At  Rawhide,  Rita  Johnson  comes  to  col- 
lect her  inheritance.  McLaglen  is  laying 
plans  to  kill  Hall.  Andy  Devine  connives 
behind  the  scenes.  Byron  Foulger  is  his  as- 
sistant conniver — he  works  in  the  local  bank. 

The  money  turns  up.  Hall  is  arrested  with 
Miss  Johnson.  They  get  out.  McLaglen  is 
taken.  He  escapes.  Hall  is  captured  by 
McLaglen.  Meanwhile,  Hall's  pals,  upon 
receipt  of  telegrams  with  the  words  "Come 
A-Runnin'  "  do  just  that  and  in  short  or- 
der, but  not  before  a  great  deal  of  distance 
is  traversed  via  posse  chase,  plus  gun  fights, 
the  piece  is  brought  to  its  rightful  conclu- 
sion. 

CAST:  Jon  Hall,  Victor  McLaglen,  Rita  John- 
son, Andy  Devine,  Byron  Foulger,  Stanley  An- 
drews, Milburn  Stone,  William  Brooks,  Joan 
Fulton,  Leonard  East,  Ray  Teal,  Guy  Wilkerson, 
Eddy   C.  Wallett,   Karl   Hackett,   Tom   Quinn. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Howard  Welsch;  Director, 
Ray  Taylor;  Screenplay  by  Roy  Chanslor;  Orig- 
inal story.  Rex  Beach;  Cameraman,  Virgil  Mil- 
ler; Film  Editor,  Paul  Landres;  Music,  Hans  J. 
Salter;  Art  Direction,  Jack  Otterson,  Abraham 
Grossman;  Sound,  Bernard  B.  Brown;  Set  Dec- 
orations,   Russell    A.    Gausman,    Fred    B.   Martin. 

DIRECTION,    Fair.      PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fair. 


That  Way  With 
Women" 


Sydn 


SIjMPP  To  Huddle  With 
UA  Prods,  on  Decree 


■  West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  SOIPP  will  hold  a 
meeting  Monday  of  all  producers 
who  release  through  United  Artists. 
Purpose  is  to  examine  decree  and  de- 
termine new  methods  which  are  re- 
quired to  meet  its  provisions. 

It  is  reported  that  any  indie  pro- 
ducer employing  a  sales  manager, 
who  is  empowered  to  pass  on  exhibi- 
tion contracts,  can  be  held  respons- 
ible jointly  with  distrib.  for  any 
violation  of  final  decree  and  would  be 
subject  to  triple  damages  under  the 
Sherman  Anti-Trust  Act  if  found 
guilty. 


Navy  Thanks  Heam 

Charlotte,  N.  C.  —  H.  D.  (Hank) 
Hearn,  owner  and  manager  of  Exhib- 
itor's Service,  has  received  a  letter 
and  certificate  from  Rear  Admiral 
L.  T.  DuBose,  USX,  praising  him  for 
services  rendered  in  entertaining  the 
armed  forces  during  World  War  II. 


with   Dane   Clark,    Martha   Vickers 

Greenstreet 
Warners  ir 

DIVERTING,  LIGHT  VARIANT  w^Tr* 
SUCCESS    STORY    PLUS    BOY-GIR 
ANGLES. 

The     millionaire     in    disguise     theme 
worked    over     a     good    deal    here.    Sydm 
Greenstreet    is    the    Detroit    auto    magna 
put  out  to  grass  in  Pasadena.  Martha  Vicl 
ers  is  his  daughter.  Dane  Clark  is  the  bi 
who   starts   off   slowly,    buys   a    piece   of 
gas  station,  shares  the  business  with  Greet 
street   and   eventually  gets   the   girl    and 
good  post  at  the  car  plant. 

There's  much  incident  to  surround  th. 
basic  theme.  It  all  comes  off  quite  plea: 
antly.  Greenstreet  has  any  number  of  goc 
moments  in  the  script  which  he  plays  wil 
clever  finesse.  Clark  registers.  Miss  Vict 
ers  is  always  easy  on  the  eyes.  As  the  ir 
genue  here  she  would  weld  her  audienc 
standing  more  firmly. 

Nothing  very  serious  transpires  in  tr 
workings  of  the  plot.  There  is  a  doctor- 
Howard  Freeman — lurking  about  to  se 
that  Greenstreet  maintains  a  prescribe, 
diet.  Greenstreet  does  not.  He  has  Ala 
Hale.  Hale  is  a  "gardener"  whose  sidelir 
is  chef  and  he  prepares  repasts  of  gourrru 
status  for  Greenstreet. 

Craig  Stevens  is  the  heavy.  He  has  plar 
to  wed  Miss  Vickers  and  get  his  mitts  o 
the  Greenstreet  fortune  to  be  divided  wit 
his  gang  of  racketeers.  Dane  Clark  foi 
this. 

The  Earl  Derr  Biggers  story  goes  its  light 
weight  way  and  in  the  end,  following  som 
neat  fisticuffs  between  Stevens  and  Clarl 
in  which  Clark  comes  out  well  ahead,  th 
tale  closes  off  with  Greenstreet  briefin 
Clark  on  future  duties  as  son-in-law  an 
partner.  Frederick  de  Cordova's  directio 
keeps  things  perking. 

CAST:  Dane  Clark,  Martha  Vickers,  Sydne 
Greenstreet,  Alan  Hale,  Craig  Stevens,  Barbat 
Brown,  Don  McGuire,  John  Ridgely,  Dick  Erdma 
Herbert  Anderson,  Howard  Freeman,  Ian  Wolf 
Monte  Blue,  Creighton   Hale. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Charles  Hoffman;  Direi 
tor,  Frederick  de  Cordova;  Screenplay,  Lt 
Townsend;  Original  story.  Earl  Derr  Bigger 
Cameraman,  Ted  McCord;  Film  Editor,  Folnu 
Blangsted;  Sound,  Everett  A.  Brown;  Set  det 
orations,  Fred  M.  McLean;  Music,  Frederic 
Hollander;  Orchestral  Arrangement,  Leonid  Raal 
Musical  Director,  Leo  F.  Forbstein;  Art  Directo 
Leo    E.   Kuter. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.        PHOTOGRAPH' 

Good. 


Would  End  6-8  P.  M.  Gap 
In  Sunday  Films  in  Del. 

Dover,  Del.— Rep.  Ralph  S.  Keer. 
an,  R.,  Wilmington,  has  introduced  i. 
the  House  of  the  Delaware  legk 
lature  a  bill  to  change  the  hour 
during  which  the  showing  of  motio 
pictures  is  permitted  on  Sundae 
within  the  limits  of  any  incorporate 
town  or  city. 

The  present  law  provides  that  i 
is  unlawful  to  engage  in  or  atten 
"worldly  activities,"  including  mov 
ing  pictures  before  noon  on  Sunday 
and  between  the  hours  of  6  p.m.  an 
8  p.m.  The  bill  provides  merely  tha 
such  exhibitions  or  attendance  there 
on  are  not  allowed  before  2  p.m.  o 
Sunday  and  would  do  away  entire! 
with  the  6-8  p.m.  provision. 
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Has  Buying  More 
ilm  Co.  Securities 


III  DEW  inDUSTRV  POSTS 


(Conrinued  from  Page  1) 

Loew's  common  stock,  valued  at 
1^:  10,000  shares  of  20th-Fox 
^P.  held  at  8380,000,  and  5.000 
aic=  of  Warners,  common,  valued 
888,125,  the  report  establishes. 

Buy  More  Para.  Common 
Atlas  during  the  same  period  also 
ded    to    its    Paramount    holdings, 
porting,    as    of    Dec.     31,    93,000 
ares  of  Paramount  common,  valued 

83,022,500,  in  its  portfolio.  On 
ne  30  last,  Atlas  had  held  only 
,000  shares  of  Paramount  common. 
|An  increase  in  Walt  Disney  Prods, 
mmon  holdings  is  also  reported, 
•esently  Atlas  owns  91,700  shares 

common,  valued  at  $412,650,  as 
j-ainst   86,700,   valued   at   $736,950, 

June  30  last.  Additionally,  Atlas 
s  308.000  of  Disney  bonds,  valued 

$256,055.      The   June    30    report 
rried  the  same  stock  at  $268,395. 
Atlas  current   RKO  holdings   em- 
ace  929,020  shares  of  common,  held 

$14,399,810,  and  327,812  option 
urants,  valued  at  $1,680,036.  In 
ne,  the  RKO  shares  of  common 
totaled  1,329,020,  with  the  val- 
tion  placed  at  $29,404,567.  There 
us  no  change  in  option  warrants 
ring  the  last  six  months  of  1946. 
In  his  review  of  the  year  1946, 
Hum,  Atlas  prexy,  said  that  the 
:ome  statement  showing  profits 
suiting  from  security  sales 
counted  to  $20,599,242  but  that 
is  was  comparatively  high  as  in- 
•ated  by  figures  for  previous  years. 

RKO  Stock  Profit 
"The  large  profits  for  1946  re- 
tted principally  from  the  sales  of 
>ck  of  Bonwit  Teller,  Inc.,  and 
CO,"  he  continued.  "Both  these 
Idings  have  been  in  your  com- 
ity's portfolio  for  many  years  and 
p  improvement  in  their  values  has 
2n  a  gradual  process." 
In  reporting  that  Atlas  in  August, 
46,  sold  400,000  shares  of  RKO's 
nmon  stock,  Odium  added: 
'However,  your  company  remains 
i  largest  stockholder  of  RKO  and 
^itinues  to  be  actively  identified 
th  the  affairs  of  that  company. 
■-.  eater  attendance  remained  at  peak 
els  and  the  company  again  en- 
■ed  a  profitable  year,  with  earn- 
rs  substantially  ahead  of  1945,  the 
•mer  record  year." 
3dlum  announced  that  Atlas  com- 
n  stock  dividend  had  been  placed 

a  quarterly  basis,  with  a  first 
arterly  dividend  of  40  cents,  in- 
ative  of  a  10  cent  increase  on  a 
irly  basis. 


ERNEST  L.  ELSNER,  manager,  Films,  Inc.,  At- 
lanta  exchange. 

:  ALEX  AGREENOFF,  department  manager,  ABC 
Theatrical    Booking    Office,    Detroit. 

FRANK  WARRINGTON,  assistant  director  Jam 
Handy    organization,    Detroit. 

JOHN  FRITCHER,  office  manager  and  head 
booker,    United    Artists,    Minneapolis. 

CLYDE  CUTTER,  city  salesman.  United  Artists, 
Minneapolis. 

ROBERT  SMITH,  salesman,  United  Artists, 
Minneapolis. 

C.  J.  HUBBARD,  assistant  manager,  B  &  K  Will 
Rogers   Theater,    Chicago. 

JUDD  N.  GREEN,  former  Army  major,  to  man- 
ager,  Admiral,    Omaha. 

HAROLD  MORRISON,  manager,  Hazel  Park 
Theater,  Hazel   Park,  Mich. 


fEmfllE  TOUCH 


IN  TINDALL,  theater  candy  stands  and 
machines,  Berlo  Vending  Co.,  from  assistant 
manager,  Arcadia,  Wilmington,  Del. 
CROMBIE,  formerly  with  Y.  and  W.  Man- 
agement Corp.,  to  office  manager  and 
booker,  Screen  Guild,   Indianapolis. 

RAINE     ANDERSON,     switchboard     operator 
at  Paramount,  Minneapolis. 


JAMES  ACKRON,  acting  manager,  Hines  and 
Princess   Theaters,    Portland,    Ind. 

JACK  PETERSON,  assistant  manager,  Madison 
Theater,    Detroit. 

BOB  SALTERS,  manager,  Madison  Theater,  De- 
troit. 

BILL  THOMAS,  JR.,  sales  staff,  Cinema  Supply, 
St.    Louis. 

RAY  KENNEY,  manager,  Beverly  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

JOHN  MALONEY,  manager,  Grove  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

JOHN  FIELDS,  manager,  Rhodes  Theater,  Chi- 
cago. 

HERBERT  GAINES,  Warner  booking  office,  New 
York,    N.   Y. 

RALPH  NOLTEMEYER,  booker,  Co  -  operative 
Theaters    of   Ohio,    Cleveland,   Ohio. 


Loew's  Theaters  Nixing 
Peanut,  Popcorn  Eating 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
posted  signs  early  this  week  reading: 
"Popcorn  is  not  allowed  in  this  the- 
ater,'" and  patrons  who  have  made 
pm-chases  prior  to  entering  house  are 
requested  to  check  eatables  with 
doorman. 

Action  in  St.  Louis  followed  sim- 
ilar banning  by  all  Loew  theaters  in  | 
Indianapolis.  Managers  of  houses 
there  report  favorable  reaction  by 
moviegoers  who  welcome  the  elimin- 
ation of  such  extraneous  sounds  as 
the  crunching  of  popcorn  and  break- 
ing of  peanut  shells. 

Similar  action  by  all  independents 
and  circuits  is  doubtful  inasmuch  as 
sales  of  edibles  are  the  source  of 
considerable  profit  to  theater  owners,  j 
concession  often  meaning  the  dif- 
ference between  profit  and  loss  when 
the  year's  books  are  balanced. 


CEA  Opposes  Tilted  Prices 
At  B.  O.  for  "Duel"  in  U.  K. 

London  (By  Cable) — Reports  that 
Selznick  Releasing  Corp.  planned  to 
require  increased  admission  prices 
for  "Duel  in  the  Sun"  when  dis- 
tributed on  this  side  have  led  to  an 
exchange  of  cables  between  the  CEA 
and  Eric  A.  Johnston,  MPAA  prexy, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 

The  CEA  registered  a  strong  pro- 
test with  Johnston,  who  replied, 
quoting  Neil  Agnew  to  the  effect 
that  no  such  move  had  been  made 
and  that  the  United  Kingdom  sales 
policy  for  "Duel"  had  not  been  de- 
termined. 


Engstrom  Sees  CBS  Color 
Tele  as  Poor  Investment 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM    DAILY 

Washington — With  the  charge  that 
CBS  color  television  "never  can  ren- 
der a  satisfactory  commercial  service 
to  the  public,"  E.  W.  Engstrom,  vee- 
pee  in  charge  of  research  for  RCA 
laboratories,  yesterday  continued  the 
RCA  and  NBC  barrage  against  the 
CBS  color  system  before  the  FCC. 

While  asserting  that  CBS  color 
video  has  "basic  limitations"  Eng- 
strom praised  RCA's  color  tele  as 
having  the  advantage  of  "compat- 
ibility." He  felt  that  the  public 
would,  in  all  cases,  be  required  to 
make  substantial  investments  in  the 
purchase  of  receivers  and  that  in  the 
instance  of  the  CBS  proposal  the  "in- 
vestment would  be  in  receivers  which 
have  not  been  properly  field  tested." 


Jurow  with  Saphier  Agency 

Martin  Jurow  has  entered  James 
L.  Saphier  Agency  as  the  partner  in 
charge  of  motion  picture  and  the- 
atrical activities.  Jurow,  who  has 
held  important  berths  both  in  Holly- 
wood and  on  Broadway,  most  re- 
cently has  been  production  aid  to 
Einfeld-Loew  at  Enterprise,  resign- 
ing to  take  over  at  the  Saphier 
Agency. 


Truman  Gets  MPA 
Trade  Pad  Pledge 

(Continued  from  Page  D 
gram  should  be  supported  on  a  non- 
partisan basis. 

Meanwhile,  the  split  in  Republican 
ranks  widened.  While  Sen.  Robert 
Taft  gave  only  partial  backing  to  a 
trade  program  and  called  for  a 
"major  adjustment"  in  Republican 
party  policy  towards  high  tariffs. 
Harold  Stassen  backed  the  Vanden- 
berg-Milliken  compromise  plan  for  a 
reciprocal  trade  program. 

Later  in  the  day,  Johnston  re- 
iterated his  trade  views  to  Secretary 
of  State  George  C.  Marshall.  John- 
ston told  Secretary  Marshall  that 
the  world  looked  towards  this  coun- 
try for  economic  leadership  and  full 
nonpartisan  support  should  be  given 
the  forthcoming  Geneva  Conference 
towards  the  formation  of  an  Inter- 
national  Trade    Organization. 


Arnold  Plues  Dies 

Cincinnati — Arnold  Plues,  59,  vet- 
eran equipment  and  film  man,  died  of 
a  heart  ailment  in  a  Cincinnati  hos- 
pital. Plues  was  branch  manager  for 
Pathe  in  Indianapolis  at  the  advent 
of  sound  pictures,  when  he  joined 
Western  Electric.  For  the  past  10 
years  he  had  been  associated  with 
National  Theatre  Supply  here.  Burial 
was  at  his  home  near  Shelbyville, 
Ky. 
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WARNER  BROS. 
TRADE  SHOW 


NEW  YORK-NEW  JERSEY  TERRITORIES  ONLY 

THAT  WAY 
WITH  WOMEN 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  20th 
2:30  P.  M. 

HOME  OFFICE  SCREENING  ROOM 
321  West  44th  St. 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


// 


Do  BOB  ODONNELL 


General  Manager, 
Interstate  Circuit. 

Dear  Bob, 

This  is  probably  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  producer-distributor 
has  ever  told  an  exhibitor'  that  he  feels  the  latter  has  given  him  a  wonder- 
ful deal  on  a  picture.  But  I'd  be  less  than  honest,  Bob,  if  I  didn't  tell  you 
that  the  contract  you  signed  for  the  Interstate  Circuit  to  play  Roy  Del 
Ruth's  "IT  HAPPENED  ON  FIFTH  AVENUE"  is  one  of  the  happiest 
deals  I've  ever  been  connected  with.  You  couldn't  have  given  us  better 
terms  if  we  were  United  Artists,  MGM,  Warners  or  any  of  the  majors. 

There's  an  extra  something  to  this  deal,  however,  that  is  especially 
important  to  all  of  us  at  Allied  Artists  —  and  that's  your  glowing  praise 
of  the  picture  as  being  the  kind  of  entertainment  you're  proud  to  show 
in  Interstate  Theatres.  I  want  you  to  know  that  the  encouragement  given 
to  independents  by  showmen  like  yourself  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  making  possible  so  big  an  undertaking  as  "IT  HAPPENED  ON  FIFTH 
AVENUE." 

Allied  Artists  is  proud  that  Interstate  will  be  among  the  first  to  play 
its  initial  presentation,  and  we  hope  you'll  find  our  succeeding  pictures 
equally  fine. 

Best  regards  to  our  friends  in  the  Lone  Star  State. 

Cordially, 

S^teue    uL5roLau 

President, 

Allied  Artists  Productions,  Inc. 


C 


.     I      DC DlSt. 

28  w.    44th   St.    21st    floor 
New  York      N.    Y. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent  in  Thought 
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moTion  piauR6  founPHTion  is  chbrtcmp 

Schaefer  to  Head  Distribution  for  Enterprise 


Elected  Vice-President 
At  Coast  Board  Meeting; 
Will  Headquarter  in  N.  Y. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Election  of  George  J. 

Schaefer,  veteran  industry  exec,  and 

chairman  of  the  industry's  WAC  dur- 

| ing  World  War 

II,   as   vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of 


distribution  for 
Enterprise,  was 


announced  follow- 
ing a  week-end 
meeting  of  the 
board  here. 

Schaefer,  form- 
erly  prexy    of 
RKO,  and  before 
that  vice-presi- 
dent of  both  Para. 
and  UA,  will  es- 
tablish headquar- 
ters in  New  York 
George  J.  schaefer  from  which  he 
will    head    Enter- 
prise sales  activities   both  here  and 
overseas.    Enterprise    releases    thru 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Asserts  Talent  Lost 
Through  Closed  Shop 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — "There  is  no  doubt 
that  closed  shop  practices  are  keep- 
ing fresh  and  needed  talent  out  of 
the  (motion  picture)  industry,"  pro- 
ducer Cecil  B.  DeMille  told  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  on  Labor  and  Public 
Welfare  Friday. 

Himself  a  member  of  the  Screen 
Directors    Guild,    DeMille    delivered 
himself  of  a  32-page  attack  upon  the 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Wilmington  Council 
Would  Tax  Tickets 

Wilmington,  Del.  —  The  City 
Council  has  agreed  to  ask  the  Dela- 
ware legislature  to  give  the  Council 
power  to  levy  a  tax  "upon  the  amount 
paid  for  admission  to  any  place,  in- 
cluding admission  by  season  ticket  or 
subscription"  in  Wilmington. 


Warner  Sees  New  Anglo-American  Pix  Pact 

In  Spring  Including  a  Restrictive  Quota 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Returning  by  plane  Saturday  from  New  York,  after  two  months 
spent  in  England  and  the  Continent,  Jack  L.  Warner  expressed  optimism  over 
future  trade  relaticns  in  the  film  field  but  said  it  was  "likely"  some  restrictive 
quota  will  be  placed  on  U.  S.  pix  in  a  new  British-American  film  agreement  to 
be  negotiated  in  the  Spring. 

"Entertainment  cannot  be  created  by  legislation"  commented  Warner,  "it 
can  be  excluded  or  curtailed  by  quotas,  license  requirements  and  other  controls, 
but  only  with  consequent  loss  to  both  sides.  It  is  futile  for  two  great  nations 
to  set  up  artificial  barriers  against  free  interchange  of  creative  art  and  con- 
structive films  which  can  work  importantly  for  better  international  understanding 
and  strengthening  of  world  peace." 


850,000  Campaign 
Backs  "Egg  and  I" 


Universal  will  put  a  $850,000  pro- 
motional bankroll  behind  "The  Egg 
and  I,"  it  was  announced  Friday  by 
John  Joseph,  na- 
tional director  of 
ad-publicity  at  a 
regional     sales 
meeting  of  East- 
ern and  Canadian 
execs,  at  the  Ho- 
tel Astor. 

William  A. 
Scully,  "U"  vice- 
prexy  and  gen- 
eral sales  man- 
ager, discussed 
the  plans  for  sell- 
ing and  distribut- 
ing "  T  h  e  Egg," 
and  also  dealt 
with  the  product 
to  be  released 
within  the  next  six  months. 

Joseph  said  "The  Egg"  "will  re- 
ceive the  biggest  promotional  cam- 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 


JOHN  JOSEPH 


New  RKO  Posts  for 
Boasberg,  Gruenberg 


Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  an- 
nounced   Friday   the   creation   of  a 


CHARLES  BOASBERG         LEN  GRUENBERG 

new  sales  division  to  be  headed  by 
Charles  Boasberg,  currently  Metro- 
politan district  manager.    New  divi- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


To  Meet  on  U.  K.  Fuel  Crisis 

All-Industry  Confab  In  London  Thursday 


9,000  Groups  Will  Form 
Active  Brotherhood  Corns. 


With  the  country's   film  theaters 
serving  as  focal  points,  9,000  groups 
form    permanent    brotherhood 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


will 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Continued 
apprehension  by  British  film  industry 
toppers  despite  a  change  for  the 
better  in  both  the  weather  and  the 
flow  of  coal  from  the  mines  led  Fri- 
day to  the  calling  of  an  all-trade  con- 
ference for  next  Thursday  to  con- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


April  Exchange  Area  Par- 
leys Planned;  Trustees 
Meet  in  Mid-May  Planned 

With  the  filing  of  the  certificate 
of  incorporation  and  of  the  by-laws 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Mo- 
tion Picture  Foundation,  projected 
at  a  New  Orleans  conference  in  early 
December,  became  a  legal  entity,  it 
was  announced  by  Leonard  Golden- 
son,  chairman  of  the  Organization 
Committee,  at  a  press  conference  on 
Friday. 

At  the  same  time,  Goldenson  dis- 
closed these  plans  to  complete  the 
organizational  work: 

1.     Meetings  will  be  held  in 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Chaos  in  China  Bar 
To  Film  Remittances 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Near-collapse  of  the 
Chinese  economy  has  delayed  indef- 
initely the  settlement  of  1946  remit- 
tances due  American  motion  picture 
companies,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
With  exchange  rates  quoted  up  to 
17,000  Chinese  dollars  to  one  Amer- 
ican dollar,  the  chaotic  situation  has 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Connors  to  Open  20th-Fox 
Sales  Conference  Today 

First  postwar  national  sales  con- 
ference of  20th-Fox  distribution 
forces  opens  today  at  the  Hotel 
Astor,  with  Tom  J.  Connors,  distri- 
bution chief,  presiding. 

Meetings  will  continue  through 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Checkers9  Licensing 
Under  Study  in  III. 

Chicago  —  Leroy  Sandquist  of 
Chicago,  who  introduced  bill  in  the 
House  in  Springfield  to  license  Illi- 
nois ticket  brokers,  is  making  a  sur- 
vey of  percentage  films  and  theater 
checkers,  with  a  view  to  sponsoring 
a  measure  for  the  licensing  of  check- 
ers. 
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CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes;  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond  A.    Davies,    Hotel   Metropole.    COPEN- 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK  MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Bell  8.  Howell 23         22i/2     22y2 

Bell   8.    Howell   pfd...l04V4   104%   104V4 

Columbia   Picts 217/8     213/8     21% 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..   83         83         83 

East.    Kodak    229       228Vi  228y2 

Gen.  Prec.  Eq 25         25         25 

Loew's,    Inc 26'/4     26!/s     26V4 

Paramount     293/4     29'/8     29% 

RKO      15y4     i5i/8     1514 

Republic  Pict 8  7%       8 

Republic  Pict.  pfd...  143,4  143^  143/4 
20th  Century-Fox  . .  .  36%  363/8  36% 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  45         45         45 

Universal   Pict 273^     27         27 

Warner    Bros 18%     17%     18% 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 5%       5%       5% 

RKO      4%       43/4       4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3 

Technicolor      18V4     18i/4     18% 

Trans-Lux      4V4       4  4% 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor     5% 

Pathe     83/8 


Net 
Chg. 

-      3/s 


+    1 

—  Vz 

—  V* 


% 


+  % 

—    Va 


—  Vz 

+  '/4 

—  % 

+  Vs 


+     Vz 


Asked 

51/2 
9% 


Robb-Rowley  Meeting  Ends 

Dallas — Theater  managers  of  the 
Robb  and  Rowley  Circuit  Friday 
closed  a  two-day  meeting;  with  a 
noon  luncheon  at  Hotel  Adolphus. 
Members  of  the  group,  which  op- 
erates 113  theaters  in  Oklahoma,  Ar- 
kansas and  Texas,  were  addressed 
by  L.  M.  Rice,  circuit  attorney,  rela- 
tive to  the  New  York  equity  decree. 


COfllMG  MID  GOIM 


ROBERT  COYNE,  ATA  rep.,  left  N.  Y.  last 
night  to  speak  as  keynoter  at  the  Annual  In- 
stallation Banquet  of  Michigan's  Variety  Club, 
tonight  in  Detroit.  COL.  WILLIAM  McCRAW, 
exec,  director  of  National  Variety  Clubs,  will 
be  another   principal  speaker. 

HARRY  SEGAL,  E-L's  New  England  sales 
supervisor,  is  in  town  to  confab  with  Vee-Pee 
Al  Schwalberg  on  "Bedelia"  and  "It's  A  Joke, 
Son." 

GEORGE  RAFTERY,  UA  counsel,  left  yester- 
day for  the  Coast  to  attend  a  meeting  of  in- 
dependent producers  releasing  through  UA. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprints  and  importations,  left  over  the  week- 
end on  a  10-day  trip  to  Atlanta,  New  Orleans 
and   Dallas. 

TOM  DRAKE,  M-G-M  star,  and  TOM  ROG- 
ERS, of  the  home  office  publicity  dept.,  leave 
tomorrow  for  Washington. 

CRESSON  E.  SMITH,  personal  rep.  of  Phil 
Reisman,  RKO  foreign  chief,  left  for  South 
Africa   by   ship   over   the   week-end. 

LAWRENCE  TIERNEY,  star  of  RKO's  "San 
Quentin,"  flew  in  from  St.  Louis  for  p.a.'s 
over  the  week-end  at  the  Gotham  Theater, 
where  the  film   is  playing. 

NED  E.  DEPINET,  RKO  prexy,  left  with  his 
wife  for  the  Coast  over  the  week-end. 

EDWARD  AUGER,  and  J.  F.  O'BRIEN,  repre- 
senting the  RCA  Theater  Equipment  Section, 
and  CARL  E.  JOHNSON,  of  the  RCA  Service 
Co.,  are  now  on  a  swing  around  the  theater 
circuits   in   the   Atlanta  and   Dallas  regions. 

HENRY  and  PHOEBE  EPHRON,  writing  team, 
have  returned  to  the  Coast  from  New  York  to 
resume  work  at  the  Warner  studio  on  "Bar- 
bary  Host." 

LILY   PONS   is  vacationing   in  Miami   Beach. 

FRANK  SINATRA  has  left  Miami  Beach  for  a 
short  visit  to  Havana,  Cuba. 

UNA  MERKEL  is  in   Miami   Beach. 

HARRIS  DUDELSON,  district  manager  of  Al- 
bert Dezel  Productions,  Inc.,  arrives  in  Chi- 
cago this  week. 

ANN  O'DONNELL,  in  charge  of  Albert  Dezel 
Prods,  branch  operation,  is  completing  a  two- 
week   stay   in   the   Cincinnati   branch. 

State  Dep't  Lacks  Info. 
On  Italian  Proposals 

Washinaton  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  — ■  State  Department 
has  received  no  report  on  the  Italian 
pix  proposals,  spokesmen  said  over 
the  week-end.  On  the  basis  of  press 
reports,  Department  spokesmen  said 
the  proposals  appeared  in  substan- 
tial agreement  with  those  discussed 
with  Italian  officials  by  State  Depart- 
ment and  U.  S.  industry  representa- 
tives. Spokesmen  however,  expressed 
doubt  that  foreign  interests  "must" 
participate  in  Italian  production  as 
reported  from  Rome.  Otherwise,  the 
proposals  appear  to  go  along  with 
the  "status  quo"  called  for  by  U.  S. 
Government  and  American  film  com- 
pany reps. 


Loss  Leaves  Cinecolor 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Cinecolor  announced 
the  resignation  of  William  Loss, 
vice-president,  general  manager  and 
member  of  board.  Loss  will  return 
East  to  devote  his  full  time  to  his 
interest  there. 


David  Chatkin  Dies 

Los  Ang«les — David  J.  Chatkin, 
58,  head  of  MGM  music  department, 
died  Friday  of  a  heart  attack  at 
Palm  Springs.  He  had  been  with 
Paramount  Publix  and  B&K  for  sev- 
eral years  before  coming  here  where 
he   joined   Columbia   as  a  producer. 


WAYNE  MORRIS  arrived  in  New  Orleans 
over  the  week-end  with  MRS.  MORRIS  and  a 
party   of   friends   to   take   in   the   Mardi   Gras. 

LEO  MARTIN,  general  manager  of  Ogostini, 
Ltd.,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  DeVry's  Brazilian  agents, 
is  in  Chicago  for  factory  conferences. 

ERIC  A.  JOHNSTON,  JACK  BRYSON  and 
EDWARD  T.  CHEYFITZ  returned  to  Washington 
from   New  York  yesterday. 

JOYCE  O'HARA  and  KENNETH  W.  CLARK 
were  New  York  visitors  from  Washington  Fri- 
day. 

GLEN  ALLVINE  and  ARTHUR  DE  BRA  were 
in  Albany  Friday  to  address  exchange  managers 
there  on   the   Children's   Film   Library. 

JOSE  ITURBI  is  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  for  a 
short  stay  in  New  York. 

KENNETH  MACKENNA,  M-G-M  exec,  is  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria,  with  his  wife,  screen  ac- 
tress Mary  Phillips. 

AXEL  MUNSON,  president  of  Ampro  Corp., 
is  going  to  Florida  for  a  Winter  vacation. 

GRACIE  FIELDS  is  vacationing  at  Miami 
Beach. 

GALE  STORM,  featured  in  Roy  Del  Ruth's 
"It  Happened  on  Fifth  Avenue,"  arrived  from 
the  Coast  at  the  week-end,  via  The  Chief,  for 
a  New  York  vacation,  accompanied  by  her  hus- 
band  LEE   BONNELL. 

MURRAY  SILVERSTONE,  20th-Fox  Int'l  chief, 
and  BEN  GOETZ,  Metro's  managing  director 
in  Great  Britain,  arrive  on  the  S.S.  Queen 
Elizabeth  tomorrow  from  London. 

ROSALIND  RUSSELL  is  spending  two  weeks 
in  Palm  Springs. 

ABBOTT  SWARTZ,  PRC  branch  manager, 
Minneapolis,   is  in  Milwaukee. 

RED  EDINSON,  PRC  exploiteer,  is  in  Illinois 
contacting  circuits. 

EUGENE  SICHELMAN,  Columbia  home  office 
rep.,   is  at   the   Minneapolis   exchange. 

BEN  BERGER,  president  of  North  Central  Al- 
lied, is  vacationing  for  a  month  at  Miami 
Beach. 

JOAN  BLONDELL  is  spending  a  10-day  vaca- 
tion at  the  Golden  Strand,  Miami   Beach. 

EDDIE  DEAN  left  Hollywood  on  an  extended 
p.a.  tour  which  will  carry  him  through  leading 
key  cities   in  the  South. 

WALLACE  BEERY,  has  arrived  in  New  York 
from  the  Coast,  and  is  stopping  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  Metro  exploitation 
head  leaves  Wednesday  by  plane  for  Chicago. 

CHARLES  E.  KESSNICH,  M-G-M  district  man- 
ager with  headquarters  in  Atlanta,  is  in  Char- 
lotte and  tomorrow   will   head   for  New  Orleans. 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  RKO's  Rocky  Mountain 
district  manager  and  head  of  the  1947  Ned 
Depinet  Drive,  will  meet  with  Ben  Y.  Cam- 
mack,  Southwestern  district  manager,  in  Mem- 
phis on  Thursday.  HARRY  MICHALSON,  RKO 
short  subjects  sales  manager,  and  his  assistant 
SID  KRAMER,  are  accompanying  Gruenberg  on 
the  drive  tour  which  will  move  from  Memphis 
to  Oklahoma    City  and    Dallas. 

FRANK  LAUNDER,  British  producer-director- 
writer,  arrives  in  New  York  aboard  the  S.S. 
Queen  Elizabeth,  March  4  for  the  premiere  of 
his  "The  Adventures."  Launder  will  remain  in 
New  York  until  April  9  before  returning  to 
England. 
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$850,000  Promotional 
Campaign  Backs  "Egg" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
paign  in  "U's"  history.  He  point 
out  Metropolitan  newspapers  arou 
the  country  already  are  carryi 
teaser  copy,  the  magazines  and  tra 
papers  were  also  being  employed. 
Closer  to  the  release  of  the  pi 
in  key  cities  the  radio  will  be  ^ 
as  well.  Exploitation-wise  selli; 
"The  Egg"  also  represents  reco 
activity  on  the  part  of  the  compar 
Joseph  said  in  outlining  the  curre 
national  promotions. 


1*.  Y.  THEATERS 


—RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL- 

Rockefeller  Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
in  Technicolor     •      An  M-G-M   Picture 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 
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DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr.  ' 
IHARA  -  WALTER  SLEZAK 
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Schaefer  Will  Head 

Distribution  (or  Ent. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
UA  in  this  country  and  Canada,  with 
Loew's  Int'l  handling  its  product 
overseas.  Schaefer  is  due  in  New 
York  from  the  Coast  a  week  from 
today. 

(Enterprise,  it  is  learned,  has 
optioned  several  floors  of  office 
space  in  the  Rockefeller  Center 
area,  but  at  the  same  time  is 
mulling  the  purchase  of  a  build- 
ing to  house  all  Eastern  reps. — 
sales,  adv.,  publicity,  talent  and 
story,  plus  four  projection 
rooms.) 

Schaefer,  who  started  in  film  biz 
in  1914  with  L.  J.  Selznick,  began  a 
series  of  conferences  at  the  Enter- 
prise Studios  Friday  and  on  Satur- 
day night  attended  a  dinner  in  his 
honor  with  Enterprise  execs.,  stars 
and  producing  partners. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  announced  by 
Robert  Taplinger,  Enterprise  ad-pub- 
licity chief,  that  the  exploitation 
budget  for  the  first  four  pix — "Ram- 
rod," "Arch  of  Triumph,"  "The  Other 
Love"  and  "Body  and  Soul"  —  had 
been  jumped  to  $1,500,000. 


All-Industry  Confab 
On  British  Fuel  Crisis 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sider  the  serious  implications  of  the. 
fuel  crisis. 

Industry  leaders  say  frankly  that 
the  outlook  for  production,  labs,  and 
printing  is  most  serious  and  that  the 
whole  position  must  be  reviewed  in 
the  light  of  what  transpires  after 
the  acute  crisis  ends. 

There  is  one  silver  lining  to  the 
industry's  cloud,  however.  Box  office 
receipts  have  stayed  at  very  satis- 
factory levels  during  the  crisis 
period. 

Meanwhile  from  the  Continent  re- 
ports poured  in  on  similar  fuel  hard- 
ships causing  the  closing  of  theaters. 
Many  Czech  theaters  were  reduced  to 
one  or  two  showings  a  day.  In 
Vienna  recently,  all  theaters  were 
closed  due  to  a  cold  blast.  The- 
aters in  that  city  are  now  showing 
films  only  once  daily,  Monday 
through  Thursday;  week-ends,  pro- 
grams are  continuous.  Rest  of  the 
continent  has  been  similarly  affected. 

N.  Z.  MPEA  to  Convene 

Wellington,  N.  Z.  (By  Air  Mail)— 
The  annual  conference  of  the  MPEA 
will  take  place  in  Auckland  March 
12-14. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Feb.  17 

Sol  Lesser  Mary  Brian 

Milton    Krasner  Wayne   Morris 

Arthur   Kennedy  Frank  McGrann 


Monday  Morning  Report 

•  •  •  THE  CRYSTAL  BALL:  Don't  be  surprised  if  Boris  Morros' 
next  production  is  the  story  of  the  New  York  Met 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Col.  Drew  C.  Eberson,  of  John  and  Drew 
Eberson,  architects,  has  been  awarded  the  Army  Commendation  Ribbon, 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  "meritorious  service  as  Area  Engineer  in 

charge  oi  the  design  and  construction  of  Camp  Shanks" The  official 

citation  praises  Col.  Eberson's  "superior  organizing  ability,  resourceful- 
ness and  devotion  to  duty  in  completing  construction  on  schedule  despite 
extremely  unfavorable   weather   and   critical  material   shortages".   .   .   . 

•  Harold  Lloyd  has  set  1949  for  his  screen  retirement That  year 

will  see  his  election  as  Imperial  Potentate  of  the  Shrine,  and  Lloyd  pro- 
poses to  devote  his  time  to  erection  of  the  Shrine's  $45,000,000  program  of 
aid  to  needy  crippled  children.  ...  •  France's  Marcel  Pagnol  has  com- 
pleted the  English  stage  version  of  "The  Welldigger's  Daughter,"  which 
Siritzky  International  will  produce  on  Broadway  during  the  current  sea- 
son.  ...     •   Another  critical  shortage   of   oils  for   popcorn   seasoning 

threatens  during  the  Spring  and  Summer State  Department  action  in 

promoting  cutbacks  in  Philippine  copra,  plus  unlimited  use  since  state 
decontrol,  is  responsible.  ...  •  Didja  know  that  eight  feature  pictures 
have  been  produced  in  the  Russian  Zone  in  Germany?  ...  •  The 
Soviet's  moving  rapidly  to  rehabilitate  the  German  film  industry.  .  .  . 

•  Howard  Hughes  will  spend  half  a  million  dollars  in  national  adver- 
tising oi  "Sin  of  Harold  Diddlebock,"  with  Buchanan  Agency  handling 
the  account 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  WRITE  YOUR  OWN  COMMENT  DEPT.:  Allied  ITO  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  currently  is  mailing  postcards  which  read  simply, 
".  .  .  We  must  indeed  all  hang  together,  or,  most  assuredly,  we  shall  all 
hang   separately" — Benjamin  Franklin. 

V  V  w 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  If  exhibs.  cannot  get  together  on  the  sim- 
ple proposal  to  discuss  the  proposed  Motion  Picture  Forum — the  PCC 
has  already  turned  a  cold  shoulder,  and  National  Allied  is  indicating 
disinterest — even  a  confirmed  optimist  is  privileged  to  doubt  that  indus- 
try unity  ever  will  be  achieved.  ...  •  What's  responsible  for  the  cur- 
rent rash  of  trade  screenings? The  decree?  ...     •  March  issue 

of  Fawcett's  Motion  Picture  magazine  opens  up  editorially  on  multiple 
divorce  among  film  stars  via  blasts  by  top  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jew- 
ish religious  leaders.  ...  •  Didja  know  that  Hayden,  Stone  is  making 
an  analysis  of  the  motion  picture  industry?  ...  •  With  Paramount  as 
host,  the  industry  press  will  have  a  sip  and  a  bite  with  Cecil  B.  De  Mille 

■at  "21"  on  Wednesday.  ...  •  Looks  like  Jules  Levey  has  a  b.  o.  honey 
in  "New  Orleans,"  thanks  to  Louis  Armstrong  in  no  small  degree.  .  .  . 

•  There  still  can  be  something  new  in  censorship  practice Witness 

the  action  of  the  Ohio  Board  permitting  the  showing  of  Four  Continents' 
"Murder  In  Reverse,"  for  one  week  only,  in  Cleveland's  Lower  Mall 
Theater,  while  the  censors  make  up  their  minds  as  to  whether  the  picture 

may  be  licensed  in  Ohio The  unique  theme  of  the  British  picture 

has  the  Ohio  censors,  evidently,  running  around  in  circles.  ...  •  Edgar 
Peterson,  of  Vanguard,  has  followed  Dore  Schary  to  RKO,  on  a  five-year 
termer,  and  will  serve  as  executive  assistant  to  RKO's  new  executive 
vice-president.  ...     •   If  you  think  you've  seen  everything  in  the  way 

of  a  double  bill,  consider  this  one The  Odeon  Savoy  in  Hamilton, 

Ontario,  dualed  "Scariace"  and  "Ecstacy".  ...  •  Fay  Dressell,  RKO's 
Minneapolis  branch  manager,  fully  recovered  from  his  operation,  is  back 
on  the  job.  ...  •  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  towns  were  forced  to  sus- 
pend operation  during  the  severe  cold.  ...  •  Because  temporary  re- 
pairs to  the  New  York  State  Fair  physical  plant  at  Syracuse  would  cost 
more  than  half  a  million,  there  will  be  no  state  fair  this  year.  .  .  . 

▼  T  T 


Asserts  Talent  Lost 
Through  Closed  Shop 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
closed   shop,   with  particular   refei 
ence  to  his  own  removal  from  the  ai 
because  of  failure  to  pay  a  specie 
assessment  demanded  of  all  menf" 
by  the  American  Federation  of  R 
Artists  in  1944. 

DeMille  did  not  go  into  detail  re 
garding  harmful  effects  of  the  close 
shop  upon  the  pix  industry.  He  di 
say,  however,  that  "I  could  cite  in' 
stances  from  my  own  experience 
For  more  than  30  years  I  have  felt  i 
part  of  my  duty  to  motion  picture 
to  give  a  hand  and  a  start  to  creativ 
young  minds.  More  than  once  re 
cently  I  have  found  that  I  cannot  d 
that  any  more  in  certain  fields,  wher 
the  union  has  decided  that  seniorit; 
is  a  substitute  for  talent." 


9,000  Groups  Will  Form 
Active  Brotherhood  Corns. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
committees  to  fight  group  prejudice 
in  America's  cities  and  towns,  it  wa; 
announced  over  the  week-end  by  Dr 
Everett  R.  Clinchy,  NCCJ  president 
in  launching  American  Brotherhooe 
Week  throughout  the  nation. 

Preliminary  exhibitor  checks  bj 
Spyros  P.  Skouras,  chairman  of  the 
industry  division,  reveal  that  the 
trade  will  work  toward  permanent 
local  groups  functioning  throughout  : 
the  year. 

The  plan  of  the  NCCJ  is  to  use  the 
theater  as  the  community  center  in 
enlisting  the  support  of  10  or  more 
reps,  in  each  community  to  serve  as 
an  active  body  in  the  fight  against1 
intolerance.  Should  situations  arise 
which  require  the  mobilization  of 
public  opinion,  these  groups  will 
draw  neighbors  in  to  find  causes  and 
take  steps  to  prevent  it  spreading, 
meanwhile  developing  co-operation 
between  Protestants,  Catholics  and 
Jews. 


Dansk  Has  2  From  "U" 

Copenhagen  (Via  Air  Mail)  — 
Dansk  Films  Co.  has  acquired  Danish 
distrib.  rights  to  "Black  Friday"  and 
"Sherlock  Holmes  Faces  Death," 
Universal  product. 


It  Seems  Burglars 
Like  the  Jacobsons 

Detroit  —  The  Jacobson  brothers 
chalked  up  their  fifth  robbery  in 
five  weeks  when  Edward  Jacobson, 
owner  of  the  Forest  Theater,  driv- 
ing by  in  the  early  morning,  stopped 
at  the  house,  and  found  an  intruder 
breaking  into  his  office.  Like  three 
preceding  thieves  at  the  Forest, 
burglar  was  caught  after  a  four- 
block  chase  by  police.  Meantime, 
Milton  Jacobson  had  two  robberies 
at  the  Stone  Theater,  a  mile  down 
the  street,  with  one  of  the  thieves 
captured. 
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iduslry  Foundation 
Rf  Now  Chartered 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
:-  (each  of  the  31  exchange  terri- 
i    tories  in  April  to  fully  explain 
the  Foundation  program  to  all 

»"■  hibitors  and  salesmen,  and  to 
K=«up  exchange  areas  commit- 
tees. 
^.j     2.      Exchange    area    commit- 
tees, when  formed,  will  elect  a 
trustee  to  serve  on  the  Founda- 
tion's board,  which  will  be  com- 
prised of  51  members  of  which 
.  10  will  be  appointed  by  the  dis- 
tributors  and   10   more  will   be 
.named  to  represent  the  industry 
at  large. 

3.     First  formal   meeting   of 
the  full  Board  of  Trustees  will 
be  held  in  mid-May,  probably  in 
New  York,  when  the  means  to  be 
employed   in    raising    the    $10,- 
000,000  minimum  national  fund 
will    be    discussed.      The    May 
i  meeting  may  start  on  the  15th 
and  will  span  two  or  three  days, 
it   is    expected.      Basic    policies 
also  will  be  determined  at  that 
time.    The  Foundation  will  have 
a  president,  vice-president,  sec- 
retary, treasurer,  assistant  sec- 
retary, assistant  treasurer   and 
*\  an  executive  committee. 
In  addition  to  the  central  $10,000,- 
)0  fund,   it   is   contemplated   local 
jvolving   funds    be    established    in 
ich  of  the  31  exchange  areas.  These 
inds  will  be   administered  on   ap- 
roval  by  the  local  area  committees. 
;  is  expected  that  two  years  may 
2  required  to  attain  the  $10,000,000 
ational  minimum. 

At  Friday's  conference,  it  was 
aid  that  eventually  it  was  hoped 
lat  the  Foundation  would  be  merged 
ith  the  Motion  Picture  Relief  Fund, 
ow  functioning  in  Hollywood. 


iCLU  Panel  to  Discuss 
'reedom  of  the  Movies 


A  round-table  session  on  "Freedom 

I  the  Press,  Radio  and  Movies"  will 

fe  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  27th 

.nnual    meeting    of    the    American 

:  ivil    Liberties    Union,    to    be    held 

aturday,  at  the  Hotel  Biltmore. 

p  James  Lawrence  Fly,  former  FCC 

ead,  will  preside  over  the  discussion 

hich  will  be  led  by  Morris  L.  Ernst, 

uincy  Howe,  Dr.  Paul   Lazarsfeld, 

ou  Frankel,  William  Fitelson,  Rich- 

rd  Griffith  and  others. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Skouras-Root 
Daphne  Dolores  Mercedes  Skouras, 
aughter  of  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  was 
larried  Saturday  to  Oren  Root,  Jr., 
n  New  York  City's  Church  of  St. 
7incent  Ferrer. 


Enselman-Haver 
Davenport,  la. — William  B.  Haver, 
lanager   of   the   Garden,   has   been 
aarried  to  Mary  K.  Enselman. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

WILLI 
Edu 


ILLIAM  H.  WRIGHT.  Producer.  Born  April  29,  in  Lawrenceburg,   Indiana. 


iicated,  Lawrenceburg  High  School  and  Indiana 
journalism.  Was  a  reporter  on  the  Cincinnati  (Ohio) 
Post  and  the  Indianapolis  Star.  Was  an  exploitation  man 
in  the  Columbus,  Ohio,  office  of  Paramount,  in  1926. 
In  1927  was  transferred  to  Paramount's  Long  Island 
studio,  and  within  the  same  year  was  sent  to  their  Hol- 
lywood studio,  as  a  member  of  the  publicity  depart- 
ment. In  1933  joined  Producer  David  O.  Selznick  as  the 
latter's  assistant.  In  1939  returned  to  Paramount  as  a 
producer.  In  1941  co-authored  an  original  screen  story, 
"Adventure,"  with  Anthony  Veiller,  which  was  pur- 
chased by  M-G-M.  Joined  M-G-M  as  a  writer,  and  in 
1944  became  a  producer  at  the  same  studio.  In  1945 
and  1946  produced  "A  Letter  for  Evie,"  "Three  Wise 
Fools"  and  "Blonde  Fever."  Stands  5,  9Vi.  Weighs  145. 
Hair,  black.  Eyes,  gray. 


University.    Studied 


Connors  to  Open  20th-Fox 
Sales  Conference  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Wednesday  during  which  time  dis- 
cussions will  cover  sales  procedures 
and  other  distribution  plans.  Attend- 
ing will  be  divisional  sales  managers, 
district  and  branch  managers,  in  ad- 
dition to  President  Spyros  P.  Skour- 
as and  home  office  execs. 

Today's  meeting  will  center  about 
discussions  of  general  company  op- 
eration in  the  light  of  the  Statutory 
Court  decree,  and  plans  will  be  form- 
ulated for  future  sales  operation  un- 
der, it. 

Tomorrow's  meeting  will  be  de- 
voted to  general  discussions  on  sales 
procedure  and  a  report  of  Skouras 
on  studio  conferences  with  Darryl 
F.  Zanuck  and  Joseph  M.   Schenck. 

During  the  three-day  sessions 
there  will  be  addresses  by  Connors, 
John  F.  Caskey,  counsel;  General 
Sales  Manager  William  J.  Kupper, 
and  Divisional  Sales  Managers  Her- 
man Wobber,  Harry  Ballance  and 
Andrew  W.  Smith,  Jr.  W.  C.  Geh- 
ring,  Central  Division  Sales  Man- 
ager, now  convalescing  from  a  re- 
cent operation  at  the  Mayo  Clinic  in 
Rochester,  Minn.,  will  not  be  able 
to  attend. 

Wednesday's  conference  will  in- 
clude a  presentation  by  Charles 
Schlaifer  of  advertising,  publicity, 
exploitation  and  radio  plans  for 
pix  newly  completed  or  near  com- 
pletion. 


Mich,  ITO  Drops  Radio 
Giveaway  "for  Harmony" 

Detroit— The  Michigan  ITO  voted 
at  the  week-end  to  discontinue  the 
radio  tieup  which  was  announced 
several  weeks  ago.  Idea  was  cash 
give-away  with  all  theaters  partici- 
pating, the  announcements  being 
timed  to  come  over  the  air  to  all 
houses  at  the  same  hour.  Sixty 
houses  were  expected  to  participate. 

However,  opposition  of  other  the- 
ater owners  in  the  territory  to  the 
idea  was  made  manifest,  and  the 
MITO  spokesman  said  that  the  or- 
ganization decided  to  give  up  its 
plans  through  desire  for  harmony. 


200  Honor  Bill  Saxton 
At  Balto.  Testimonial 


Baltimore  — ■  William  K.  Saxton, 
city  manager  for  Loew  Theaters  in 
Baltimore,  was  honored  with  a  tes- 
timonial dinner  at  the  Baltimore 
Variety  Club  Friday.  The  tribute  was 
paid  him  as  ex-chief  barker  of  the 
local  tent.  Guests  were  limited  to 
200  persons. 


Chaos  in  China  Bar 
To  Film  Remittances 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

thrown  pix  settlement  discussions: 
into  complete  confusion. 

Before  the  drop  in  Chinese  cur- 
rency, the  U.  S.  State  Department 
had  expected  "at  any  time"  an  an- 
nouncement of  settlement  of  the  1946 
remittances.  The  1945  remittances 
were  finally  settled  for  $4,000,000 
after  considerable  discussion — but  at 
a  rate  of  only  20  Chinese  dollars  to 
one  American  dollar. 

Meanwhile,  trade  between  China 
and  this  country  has  come  to  a  vir- 
tual standstill,  importers  on  the 
West  Coast  revealed. 


Padan  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  will  be  held 
this  morning  for  Wiley  Padan,  as- 
sociate art  director  for  Loew's  The- 
aters' advertising  department,  who 
died  last  week  of  coronary  throm- 
bosis. Services  begin  10.30  a.m.  at 
Lloyd's  Funeral  Home,  Northern 
Blvd.  and  215th  Street. 


"Club  De  Femmes"  Re-issue 

Leo  Cohen  has  acquired  the  North, 
Central,  South  American  and  Cana- 
dian rights  in  re-issue  of  the  French 
film  "Club  de  Femmes." 


Wherever  records 
Dorsey  Week— Feb.  24-Mar.  3.  Huge  window  displays, 
picture  blowups  and  publicity,  publicity,  publicity. . . 
PLUS    RCA  VICTOR  tie-in  ad  campaign  to  reach 
35,000,000  readers  of  Life,  Look,  Mademoiselle,  fan 
mags  ami  newspapers  everywhere,  all  promoting  . . 
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REVIEWS  Of  n€UJ  HLmS  Bernstein  Revives 

British  Fan  Survey 


"Fear  in  the  Night" 

with    Paul    Kelly,    De    Forest    Kelley,    Ann 

Doran  and  Kay  Scott 

(HOLLYWOOD  REVIEW) 

Paramount  71   Mins. 

EXrERT  DIRECTION  AND  EFFECTIVE 
ACTING  HELP  TO  PUT  THIS  UNUSUAL 
SlORY  IN  'SLEEPER"  CUSS. 

Here  is  a  "sleeper"  from  the  Pine-Thom- 
as unit,  marked  by  expert  direction  by 
Maxwell  Shane,  who  also  wrote  the  screen- 
play, based  on  a  story  by  William  Irish. 

Shane's  direction  creates  interest  that 
holds  to  the  end,  while  the  acting  is  high- 
lighted by  the  work  of  Paul  Kelly,  DeFor- 
rest  Kelley,  a  newcomer,  and  Robert  Em- 
mett   Keane,  veteran  character   actor. 

DeForest,  a  bank  clerk,  awakens  from  a 
dream  to  find  a  blood  stain  on  his  arm, 
finger  marks  on  his  throat  and  a  strange 
key  in  his  possession.  In  his  dream,  he  has 
killed  a  man  in   a  strange  house. 

DeForest  rushes  to  his  brother-in-law, 
Paul,  a  detective,  for  advice.  Paul  dismisses 
DeForest's  worries,  telling  him  he  has  been 
working  too  hard. 

Returning  from  an  outing  with  his  sweet- 
heart, his  sister  and  her  husband  Paul,  De- 
Forest  leads  them  to  the  house  he  saw  in 
his  dream.  Later,  he  tells  Paul  of  a  visit 
he  had  from  a  hotel  neighbor  while  he  was 
trying  to  sleep. 

Paul  learns  that  DeForest's  visitor  was 
Keane  and  that  Keane  had  hypnotized  De- 
Forest  and  had  caused  him  to  murder  Mrs. 
Keane's  sweetheart.  Paul  lays  a  trap  for 
Keane  and  DeForest  is  assured  of  his  free 
dom. 

CAST:  Paul  Kelly,  DeForest  Kelley,  Ann 
Doran,  Kay  Scott,  Robert  Emmett  Keane,  Jeff 
Yorke,  Charles  Victor. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  William  Pine  and  Wil- 
liam Thomas;  Director,  Maxwell  Shane;  Author, 
William  Irish;  Screenplay,  Maxwell  Shane;  As- 
sociate Producer,  L.  B.  Merman;  Cameraman, 
Jack  Greenhalgh,  ASC;  Editor,  Howard  Smith; 
Art  Director,  F.  Paul  Sylos;  Sound  Recording, 
Frank  Webster;   Set   Decoration,    Elias   H.   Reif. 

DIRECTION,  Expert.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Very 
Good. 


Germany  Ready  To  Make 
"8  or  9"  Pix  Annually 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  In  a  cabled  report 
from  Berlin,  the  American  Military 
Government  announced  over  the 
week-end  that  the  German  pix  indus- 
try is  now  in  a  position  to  produce 
"eight  or  nine"  features  by  the 
year's  end. 

This  supplied  an  answer  to  a  Civil 
Affairs  Officer  here  who  had  criti- 
cized industry  and  State  Department 
reports  that  the  German  industry 
under  Eric  Pommer  was  being  "re- 
habilitated" at  a  rapid  rate. 

In  addition  AMG  reported  that 
sound  synchronization  facilities  in 
the  American  zone  can  now  provide 
German-language  tracks  for  50  fea- 
tures annually.  To  date  there  are 
867  movie  houses  in  the  U.  S.  Lean- 
der  and  Berlin  sector. 


Cook  vs.  Goldsmith 

Alton  Cook,  World-Telegram  film 
critic  and  Isadore  Goldsmith,  British 
producer,  will  debate  "Is  Hollywood 
Losing  Leadership  to  British  Films" 
on  the  CBS  "In  My  Opinion"  pro- 
gram from  Coast  to  Coast  tonight. 


"Cigarette  Girl" 

with  Leslie  Brooks,  Jimmy  Lloyd 
Columbia  67  Mins. 

SPRIGHTLY  MUSICAL  HAS  Y  0  U  T  H  , 
RUSS  MORGAN  AND  GOOD  EXPLOITABLE 
ANGLES. 

Leslie  Brooks  doubles  as  tobacco  dis- 
penser, hat  check  girl  and  singer  in  Howard 
Freeman's  night  spot.  Jimmy  Lloyd  re- 
turns after  two  years  of  oil  prospecting  in 
South  America.  The  two  previously  had 
been  kidding  each  other  along.  She  said 
she  merely  doubled  to  cover  the  boss' 
amours  from  his  nosey  wife.  Lloyd  passed 
himself  as  president  of  an  oil  company.  He 
is  a  gang  foreman. 

Both  get  their  wishes  temporarily,  at 
least,  and  thence  the  plot  gets  going.  Lloyd 
is  arrested  when  the  D.  A.  learns  of  stock 
manipulation.  Miss  Brooks  does  a  couple  of 
numbers  then  gets  involved  with  Free- 
man's girl. 

In  due  course  the  script  gets  itself  un- 
tangled and  the  boy  gets  his  girl.  The 
variation  here  is  that  the  tale  is  told  by 
a  doll-maker  to  a  puzzled  youngster,  in 
the  flashback  style. 

Some  of  the  best  moments  come  off 
when  Russ  Morgan  is  on  the  stand  leading 
his  band  and  instrumentalizing.  His  band 
has  long  been  a  smooth  outfit  supplying 
easy-on-the-ears  music  to  a  great  many. 
When  Morgan's  music  is  on  the  soundtrack 
it  is  a  first  rate  entertainment. 

CAST:  Leslie  Brooks,  Jimmy  Lloyd,  Ludwig 
Donath,  Doris  Colleen,  Howard  Freeman,  Joan 
Barton,  Mary  Forbes,  Francis  Pierlot,  Eugene 
Borden,  Arthur  Loft,  Emmett  Vogan,  David  Bond, 
Paul   Campbell,   Helen   Gerald. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Bloom;  Direc- 
tor, Gunther  V.  Fritsch;  Screenplay,  Henry  K. 
Moritz;  Songs,  Allan  Roberts,  Doris  Fisher; 
Story,  Edward  Huebsch;  Cameraman,  Vincent 
Farrar;  Film  Editor,  Jerome  Thorns;  Art  Director, 
George  Brooks;  Musical  Director,  Mischa  Baka- 
leinikoff;   Sound,    Howard    Fogetti. 

DIRECTION,    Okay.      PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


Increasing  Film  Interest 
Shown  by  Social  Leaders 

Teachers  of  English  and  social 
studies,  librarians  and  particularly 
leaders  of  women's  clubs  are  becom- 
ing increasingly  anxious  to  have 
supplemental  promotional  material 
on  motion  pictures,  Arthur  H.  DeBra, 
director  of  the  Community  Relations 
Department  of  the  MPAA,  declared 
at  the  New  School  For  Social  Re- 
search here  Friday  night  as  a  guest 
speaker  in  the  series  of  lectures  on 
motion  picture  advertising  and  pub- 
licity being  given  by  Henry  A.  Linet, 
U-I  Eastern  advertising  manager. 

Included  in  this  special  type  of 
promotional  material,  according  to 
DeBra,  are  Study  Guides  of  which  as 
many  as  100,000  have  been  distrib- 
uted on  a  single  motion  picture;  re- 
search exhibits  and  other  promo- 
tional literature. 


DeVry  Hosts  Distributors 

Chicago  —  The  DeVry  Co.  held 
weekend  conferences  at  the  Palmer 
House  for  100  distributors,  attending 
the  school  store  convention.  Will 
DeVry  tendered  a  dinner  to  them  at 
the  Svithhold  Club  last  evening. 


London  (Via  Air  Mail) — Compi 
hensive  survey  on  fans'  likes  and  d 
likes  is  now  being  conducted  by  Si 
ney  L.  Bernstein,  head  of  the  Grana 
Circuit  here,  in  co-operation  wif 
Board  of  Education  and  the  Gi 
ment  Social  Surveys  Section. 

Sixth  of  a  series  started  in  19i 
the  Bernstein  questionnaire  seeks 
find  out  not  only  favorite  stars  ai 
pix,  but  also  players  and  films  th 
are  not  so  popular. 

Q-and-A  form  asks  such  questio 
as:  "Do  you  actually  stav  from 
cinema  where  a  film  is  showing  wi 
any  of  the  stars  you  dislike?  .  . 
How  often  do  you  go  to  cinema; 
.  .  .  What  length  cinema  progra 
suits  you  best,  providing  the  price 
the  same  ?  ...  Do  you  regularly  list* 
to  the  B.  B.  C.  film  criticisms?  .  . 
Have  you  any  ideas  for  the  improv 
ment  of  cinema  entertainment  ai 
management  generally?" 

Last  page  of  the  three-page  que 
tionnaire  lists  36  films,  most  of  whi< 
are  American  films,  the  rest  Britis 
and  one  Swiss.  Fan  is  asked  to  ra 
pix  he  has  seen;  whether  outstan 
ing,  good,  fair  or  bad. 

Bernstein  has  announced  that  ; 
soon  as  the  survey  has  been  cor 
pleted,  the  info  will  be  made  avai 
able  to  film  producers,  exhibitors  ar 
social  workers.  He  is  convinced  th; 
the  results  will  reveal  a  shifting 
cinema  taste  caused  by  the  war. 


Defendants  in  16mm. 
Theft  Case  Sentenced 


Three  of  the  defendants  indicte! 
bv  the  Government  last  April  for  tr 
theft  of  16  mm.  motion  picture  prinl 
from  the  U.  S.  Army  Signal  Corr 
were  sentenced  Friday  in  the  Fecj 
eral  Court  for  the  Eastern  District  c 
New  York. 

Judge  Robert  Inch  sentenced  At 
Robert  Goldstein  to  90  days  and 
$300  fine.  Melvin  Maurice  Baker  wa 
fined  $100,  but  imposition  of  th 
sentence  was  suspended  and  he  wa 
placed  on  probation  for  one  year. 

Judge  Harold  W.  Kennedy  fine 
Milton  Cohen  $150  and  sentenced  hii 
to  three  months,  but  suspended  th 
jail  sentence  in  favor  of  one  year1! 
probation. 


SICK  LIST 


ADRIAN  KUBIT,  FILM  DAILY  staffei 
was  taken  to  the  Medical  Center  Hospit; 
Friday  night  with  an  ear  infection. 

MRS.  HOY  RUSSELL,  owner  of  the  Rus 
sell  Theater,  Miller sburg,  O.,  is  recoverin 
from  an  operation  at  University  Hospital 
Columbus. 

KENNETH  TRINKLE,  head  of  filing  de 
partment,  National  Screen  Service,  Indi 
anapolis,  is  suffering  with  an  infected  ear 
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rierson  Refused  U.  S. 
emigration  Visa 

Montreal  —  John  Grierson,  former 
;ad  of  Canada's  National  Film 
Jpard,  has  been  refused  a  quota 
g-ration  visa  to  the  U.  S.,  it  was 
llr^Pfed  here  Friday.  The  refusal 
as  given  by  the  U.  S.  Consulate  in 
lontreal.  North  Winship,  American 
Diisul-General,  refused  to  make  any 
pmment  on  the  subject.  Washington 
•portedly  has  confirmed  the  refusal 
!  the  quota  visa,  but  turned  aside 
leries,  holding  all  such  rulings  were 
mfidential. 

The  State  Dept.  merely  announced 
lat  Grierson,  who  has  been  in  the 
.  S.  recently  on  a  short  term  vis- 
or's permit,  was  unable  to  qualify 
pder  existing  laws. 

Initially,  Grierson  was  granted  a 
)-day  border  crossing  visa  to  work 
1  the  establishment  of  a  magazine 
i  be  called  "The  World  Today," 
hich  is  reported  to  be  part  of  a 
ider  scheme  to  combine  movies, 
iidio  and  the  printed  word  into  a 
lined  information  system.  For  the 
ork  he  had  in  hand,  however, 
rierson  required  the  permanent 
jota  visa.     - 

An  official  at  the  Canadian  Em- 
issy  in  Washington  said  that  the 
mbassy  was  unable  to  take  any 
ction  in  the  matter  because  the 
jestion  of  Grierson's  entry  was 
holly  between  himself  and  the  U.  S. 
jthorities. 

A  report  from  New  York  states 
aat  Grierson  is  in  England,  and  is 
ot  expected  back  for  several  weeks. 
!is  "official"  residence  is  30  Cooper 
t.,  Ottawa,  but  he  has  an  office  and 
partment  in  New  York.  On  leaving 
Lie  National  Film  Board  he  formed 
is  own  Anglo  -  American  -  Canadian 
Dcumentary  unit. 


Earner  After  20  French 
fix  for  U.  S.  Release 


When  he  returns  from  his  Euro- 
jean  trip  in  May,  B.  L.  Garner, 
jrexy  of  Vog  Films,  hopes  to  have 
3t  least  20  new  French  pix  for  Amer- 

:an  distribution.  His  associate  and 
4ress  rep.,  Noel  Meadow,  emphasized 

lat  none  of  the  importations  will 
fe  re-issues. 


Organist  Gets  $45, 

His  Standby,  $60 

Toronto  —  When  the  National 
Film  Board  of  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment hired  a  church  organist  to  pro- 
vide musical  background  for  a  film, 
the  Canadian  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians required  the  presence  of  a 
union  musician  as  a  standby  organ- 
ist. 

The  incident  was  brought  out  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  Auditor 
General  in  which  it  was  pointed  out 
that  the  Board  paid  $45  to  the  church 
organist  for  his  services — and  $60 
to  the  union  standby. 


II 


HOW  DO  WE  WIN  DEMOCRACY? 


// 


HOW  do  we  win  democracy?  The  answer  can  be  reduced  to  so  simple  a  state- 
ment as  to  be  almost  too  easy.  "Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others 
do  unto  you."  All  of  us  should  assign  to  ourselves  the  mental  homework  of  writ- 
ing those  words  over  and  over  again  on  the  blackboard  of  our  minds.  It  must 
become  part  of  our  daily  lives.  We  must  live  the  Golden  Rule  if  we  are  to 
give  genuine  meaning  to  the  phrases  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  Let 
each  one  of  us  keep  his  plate  clean  and  none  of  us  will  eat  from  dirty  dishes. 

The  slogan  of  American  Brotherhood  Week  is  "Brotherhood — Believe  it — 
.Support  it — Live  it."  This  is  a  slogan  to  benefit  not  only  this  nation,  but  all  man- 
kind.— Fred  J.  Schwartz,  vice-president  of  Century  Circuit,  speaking  on  the  cir- 
cuits radio  program,  "bliow  business"  over  iYNEW  yesterday. 


Mayer  lo  Head  All 
WB  Talent  Scouting 


Jack  L.  Warner,  WB  vice-president 
and  executive  producer,  announced 
over  the  week-end  that  Harry  Mayer 
has  been  appointed  talent  director 
in  charge  of  all  company  talent  ac- 
tivities out  of  New  York.  Mayer, 
who  continues  his  present  duties  as 
head  of  the  talent  booking  depart- 
ment for  Warner  Theaters,  in  addi- 
tion will  take  over  supervision  of 
scouting  operations  for  new  screen 
talent  on  behalf  of  the  WB  Studio  in 
the  U.  S.,  Canada,  England  and 
European  capitals. 


Free  Movies  on  Trains 
Draw  Blast  from  Allied 


Washington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  general  counsel,  over  the  week- 
end criticized  use  of  free  movies  on 
trains  as  a  form  of  "give-away"  and 
expressed  concern  over  possible 
"serious"  effect  on  business  of  ex- 
hibitors. 

In  a  bulletin  sent  to  Allied  mem- 
bers Myers  said,  "it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  exhibitors  will  not  be 
faced  with  the  most  unfair  competi- 
tive method  yet  devised  —  free 
shows." 

Target  for  Myers'  barbs  was  the 
showing  of  films  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio's  train,  the  George  Wash- 
ington. Terming  the  event  "revolu- 
tionary," Myers  said  that  "a  number 
of  exhibitors  have  expressed  concern 
lest  this  new  form  of  give-aways 
get  out  of  bounds  and  affect  their 
business." 

Myers  also  raised  the  question 
whether  the  C  and  0  move  might  be 
in  violation  of  the  anti-rebate  law 
governing  railroads. 


To  Air  Admiral  Dispute 

Chicago — Admiral  Theater  dispute 
is  expected  to  be  brought  to  discus- 
sion stage  when  Motion  Picture 
operators  Union,  Local  110,  IATSE, 
holds  its  regular  meeting  Thursday. 
Richard  F.  Walsh,  IA  president,  is 
expected  to  attend.  He  is  due  to  pass 
through  en  route  East  from  Holly- 
wood. 


FUmack  Ups  Rosenstein 

Chicago — Joe  Rosenstein  has  been 
promoted  to  service  manager  of 
Filmack's  new  prevue  service. 


New  RKO  Posts  for 
Boasberg,  Gruenberg 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sion  will  include  the  N.  Y.  metro- 
politan     area,      the      Southeastern, 
Southwestern  and  Canadian  districts. 

Len  S.  Gruenberg,  Rocky  Moun- 
tain district  manager,  will  replace 
Boasberg  as  Metropolitan  district 
manager. 

Boasberg,  who  assumes  his  new 
duties  today,  joined  RKO  in  1931  as 
a  salesman  in  Buffalo,  where  he  was 
appointed  manager  in  1937.  In  1940 
he  became  Eastern  Central  district 
manager  and  remained  in  that  spot 
until  recently  when  he  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Metropolitan  area. 

Gruenberg,  who  currently  heads 
the  1947  Ned  Depinet  Drive,  joined 
the  company  in  1934  as  a  salesman 
with  the  Minneapolis  branch.  In 
early  1941  he  became  branch  man- 
ager in  Salt  Lake  City  and  later  that 
year  was  appointed  Rocky  Mountain 
district  manager. 


Poppele  Seeking  Antenna 
Solution  for  Apt.  Houses 


R.  J.  Poppele,  president  of  Tele- 
vision Broadcasters  Association,  Inc., 
announced  Friday  that  steps  are  be- 
ing taken  to  find  an  immediate  solu- 
tion to  the  problem  of  installing  an- 
tennas for  television  reception  in 
multiple  dwelling  and  apartment 
houses. 

Problem  was  brought  sharply  into 
focus  last  week  when  an  increasing 
number  of  landlords  distributed  cir- 
culars in  several  large  apartment 
houses  advising  tenants  that  video 
installations  would  not  be  permitted. 
According  to  Poppele,  the  owners' 
objections  were  based  on  the  danger 
of  lightning  striking  antennas,  de- 
facement of  rooftops  by  the  erection 
of  poles  and  "other  trivialities." 

At  a  TBA  meeting  Friday,  Poppele 
designated  Ernest  A.  Marx,  general 
manager  of  the  tele  receiver  division 
of  DuMont,  to  organize  the  members 
of  the  Association  so  that  all  prob- 
lems confronting  the  industry  can  be 
met. 

Poppele's  position  was  that  until 
suitable  multiple  antenna  systems 
are  developed,  it  would  be  unfair  to 
deprive  tenants  of  multiple  dwellings 
of  television  service.' 


RKO  in  New  Exchange 

Atlanta  —  RKO  has  occupied  its 
new  exchange  at  195  Luckie  St.,  N. 
W. 
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HnsTon  to  mm  cchcvh  trbdc  talks 

fig  Five"  May  File  Individual  Decree  Appeals 


eeling  'Round 
WASHINGTON 

-    By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER   = 

WASHINGTON 

Senate,  yesterday,  without  a  record 
<te,    passed    and  sent   to   the   White 

for  certain  signature,  the  bill  in- 
tely  extending  the  life  of  the  pres- 
nergency  excise  tax  rates  —  including 
ne-cent-on-five  rate   for  the  pix  ad- 

ms  tax There  seems   to   be  little 

e  of  any  reduction  in  the  admissions' 
n  the  immediate  future,  with  busi- 
interests  certain  to  pressure  the  Con- 
next  year  for  reduction  in  corporate 

and  high  surtax  rates.... At  the 
time  there  is  a  growing  feeling  that 

rates  should  be  kept  high  in  order 
these  taxes  bear  even  more  of  the 
I  tax  burden  proportionately  than 
do  today. 


recent  exchange  of  letters  between 
ugh  Dalton  and  John  Snyderconcerning 
<i    breaching   of    the    Anglo-American 
cial    Agreement    has    not    gone     un- 
ed    in    film    industry    circles.    Snyder's 
laint  was   about  one   relatively   unim- 
Ipr  clause  in  the  recent  British-Argen- 
trade     agreement,    in     itself     hardly 
;h  to  have  occasioned  official  protest. 
je  background,  however,  was  the  corn- 
failure   of    the    British    to    take   any 
iative  steps  in  the  past  year  to  foster 
chummy    trade    situation    which     was 
sed  to  pertain  between  the  two  coun- 

|:t  is  that  British  domination  of  the 
I  ;  sterling  area  exchange  setup  is 
sr  today  than  it  was  when  the  loan 
tassed. . .  .So  far  as  pix  are  concerned, 
on't  know  anyone  who  can  point  to 
ation  of  the  letter  of  the  Loan  Agree- 
,  but  there's  no  question  that  recent 
opments  in  London  certainly  are  not 
•five  of  the  open-handed  friendliness 
&merican  pix  industry  was  looking  for 

it  did   such  an   all-out  job   of   sup- 

ng  the  loan True,  the  current  des- 

ie  economic  and  political  situation  in 
nd  must  be  considered — but  it's  a 
ig    here    that    England    is    losing    so 

goodwill  in  her  present  course  that 
sventual  gain  will  be  less  than  zero. 

American    Congress    would    vote   a 

loan  to  England  today — and  the  cur- 
record  will  be  brought  out  in  its  en- 
'  if  another  occasion  for  a  loan  should 

arise A    whole    lot    of    good-will 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


United  Artists  Producers 
Reported  to  Face  Request 
To  Drop  Pact  Okay  Rights 

The  possibility  that  the  "Big  Five" 
might  file  individual  appeals  of  the 
New  York  Statutory  Court's  decree 
rather  than  combine  in  a  joint  plea 
was  revealed  yesterday  by  informed 
sources. 

Although  no  definite  decision  has 
been  made,  it  is  known  that  the  ques- 
tion has  been  the  subject  of  lively 
debate  at  recent  meetings  of  attor- 
neys for  the  majors. 

Key  to  the  final  decision  may  be 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Decree  Sales  Plans 
Outlined  by  Connors 


Continuing  with  discussion  of 
sales  policies  to  be  followed  under 
the  Statutory  Court  decree,  the  20th- 
Fox  national  sales  conference  moves 
into  the  second  day  of  the  three-day 
meeting  today  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

Both  sessions  yesterday  were 
taken  up  with  a  detailed  outline  of 
sales  procedure  under  the  decree  by 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Theater  Going  First  Run 
Thanks  Gov't  for  Decree 


Providence,  R.  I.  —  The  Snyder 
Circuit's  Metropolitan,  3,045-seater, 
announced  a  policy  change  to  double 
feature  first-runs  in  a  newspaper  ad- 
vertising spread  that  thanked  Uncle 
Sam  for  ability  to  obtain  product. 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


RANK  INTEREST 
IN  'U'  NOW  13.3% 

Universal-GFD  Negotiating 
New  Distrib.  Pact 


Interest  of  J.  Arthur  Rank  in  Uni- 
versal Pictures  Co.,  Inc.,  subject  of 
lively  industry  speculation  in  the 
wake  of  various  deals  made  during 
the  past  year,  is  now  no  more  than 
13.3%  of  the  company's  common 
stock  outstanding  as  of  Dec.  31  last, 
it  is  disclosed  by  the  Universal  proxy 
statement,  in  the  mails  to  stock- 
holders. 

Rank,  who  holds  no  Universal 
warrants,  owns  a  total  of  134,375 
shares  of  common  through  the  Gen- 
eral Cinema  Finance  Corp.,  Ltd.,  of 
London.  At  one  time,  it  is  under- 
stood, Rank's  interest  in  Universal 
stood  at  25%. 

Talk  New  GFD  Pact 

The    proxy    statement    also    dis- 
closes  that  the   present   agreement 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Metro  Trains  16mm. 
Group  Down  Under 


Metro's  16  mm.  program  down 
under  has  gotten  off  to  a  good  start, 
Hal  Carleton,  M-G-M's  ad-pub  chief 
for  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  told 
The  Film  Daily  yesterday. 

M-G-M  recently  intensively  trained 
12  Australian  vets  not  only  the  me- 
chanics of  operating  a  16  mm.  sound 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Bill  Would  License  Exchanges 

Iowa  Measure  Also  Calls  for  $1  Reel  Tax 


Milwaukee  Film  Com.  Asks 
Again  for  Ban  on  "Outlaw" 


Milwaukee — Following  the  open- 
ing of  the  previously  banned  "The 
Outlaw"  at  Towne  Theater,  the  City 
Motion  Picture  Commission  that 
banned  the  showing  six  months  back, 
voted  again  recommending  the  Com- 
( Continued  on  Page  4) 


By  OTTO  WEBER 

FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Des  Moines,  la.  —  An  attempt  to 
license  film  exchanges  and  tax  each 
film  shown  in  the  state  is  made  in  a 
bill  filed  in  the  House  of  the  Iowa 
Legislature  yesterday. 

Rep.  Harvey  J.  Long,  R.,  of  Clin- 
ton, is  the  sponsor  of  the  bill. 

Distributors  would  be  required  to 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


McCarthy,  Two  Dulles  to 
Aid  MPAA  Prexy  as  Pix 
Reps,  in  Pact  Confabs 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Emphasizing 
the  American  film  industry's 
vital  stake  in  the  economic  fu- 
ture of  the  world,  MPAA  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston  yesterday  revealed 
that  he  and  a  top-flight  group  of  ad-  • 
visors  will  participate  in  the  im- 
portant Geneva  trade  conferences  in 
April. 

This  group  will  include  Frank  Mc- 
Carthy, former  Assistant  Secretary 
of   State   and   now   MPAA   head   in 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Berge's  Resignation 
Without  Suit  Effect 


Washington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM   DAILY 
Washington — Resignation  of  Wen- 
dell   Berge    as    Assistant    Attorney 
General  in  charge  of  the  Department 
of  Justice's   anti-trust   division   will 
have  no  effect  on  the  Government's 
suit   against   the   film   industry,   top 
spokesmen  for  Attorney  General  Tom 
C.  Clark  emphasized  yesterday. 
Berge's  resignation,  effiective  May 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Indiana  Anti-Ascap  Bill 
Passes  Senate,  38  to  0 


Indianapolis,  Ind. — The  Anti-Ascap 
bill  passed  the  Indiana  Senate,  38  to 
0,  and  goes  to  the  House. 

Providing  for  a  licensing  of  "per- 
sons or  groups  issuing  license  or 
other  agreements  for  the  public  ren- 
dition of  copyrighted  music,"  it  not 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


State  Assembly  Votes 
Bar  For  Pix  Exhib. 

Albany  —  The  State  Assembly 
has  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
the  Malcolm  Wilson  Bill  to  authorize 
denial  or  revocation  of  license  for 
exhibition  of  motion  picture  film, 
because  of  obscene  advertising  there- 
of. 


:  W"\  DAILY 


Tuesday,  February  18, 


Vol.  91,  No.  33       Tues.,  Feb.  18,  1947        10  Cents 


JOHN    W.    ALICOATE      :      :      : 


Publisher 


DONALD   M.   MERSEREAU   :  Associate    Publisher 
and  General  Manager 


CHESTER    B.    BAHN 


Editor 


.fuDiisned  daily  except  Saturday!,  Sundays 
and  Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York  18, 
N.  Y.,  by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc. 
J.  W.  Alicoate,  President  and  Publisher; 
Donald  M.  Mersereau,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Entered  as  second  class  matter,  Sept.  8,  19JI, 
at  the  post-office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the 
act  of  March  3,  1879.  Terms  (Postage  free) 
United  States  outside  of  Greater  New  York 
$10.00  one  year;  6  months,  $5.00;  3  months, 
$3.00.  Foreign,  $15.00.  Subscribers  should 
remit  with  order.  Address  all  communications 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  1501  Broadway,  New 
York  18,  N.  Y.  Phone  BRyant  9-7117,  9-7111, 
9-7119,  9-7120,  9-7121.  Cable  address  Film- 
lay.  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phonr,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
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Williams  to  See  Arnold 
On  Equity  Decree  Appeal 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Directors  of  Southern 
California  Theater  Owners  Associa- 
tion at  its  meeting  late  last  week, 
authorized  and  directed  the  attend- 
ance of  Paul  Williams,  general  coun- 
sel at  the  industry's  forum  meetings 
to  be  held  in  New  York,  March  10-11. 
Harry  Vinnicof,  one  of  the  directors, 
will  also  attend  these  meetings.  The 
board  urged  that  every  practical  step 
be  taken  to  secure  a  unified  exhib- 
itor front  on  the  many  pressing  prob- 
lems that  will  confront  the  industry 
in  the  future  as  the  result  of  the 
New  York  decree. 

While  in  the  East,  Williams  will 
also  confer  with  Thurman  Arnold, 
counsel  for  ATA,  with  respect  to  the 
joint  appeal  of  ATA  and  SCTOA  to 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  from  the 
New  York  equity  suit  decree.  Papers 
covering  the  joint  appeal  of  ATA 
and  SCTOA  are  now  in  the  course  of 
preparation  at  the  Washington  office 
of  Judge  Arnold. 


UA  Executives  to  Depart 
Soon  for  Regional  Meets 


United  Artists  home  office  execu- 
tives will  converge  on  Buffalo,  Pitts- 
burgh, El  Paso  and  Chicago  in  the 
next  few  days  attending  regional 
sales  meetings.  Edward  M.  Schnitzer, 
Eastern  and  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager, will  leave  for  upstate  tomor- 
row to  get  the  Buffalo  sessions  under 
way. 

Next  Monday  Edward  C.  Raftery, 
president;  J.  J.  Unger,  general  sales 
manager;  and  Paul  N.  Lazarus,  ad- 
publicity  director,  will  leave  to  be  on 
hand  for  the  final  sessions  in  Buffalo. 
Unger  will  address  the  Pittsburgh 
meeting  Feb.  27,  El  Paso,  Feb.  28 
and  Chicago,  March  6. 


Grainger  Holding  Dallas 
Republic  Sales  Huddles 


Dallas  —  James  R.  Grainger,  Re- 
public executive  vice-president  in 
charge  of  sales  and  distribution,  pre- 
sided here  yesterday  at  the  opening 
session  of  a  three-day  sales  meeting, 
where  he  introduced  Walter  L.  Titus, 
Jr.  in  his  new  capacity  as  Southern 
division  sales  manager. 

The  Dallas  meeting  follows  a 
branch  tour  covering  the  Atlanta, 
Tampa,  and  New  Orleans  offices,  now 
also  under  the  sales  supervision  of 
Titus. 

Directly  following  the  close  of  the 
meeting,  Grainger  will  leave  for  a 
visit  at  the  company's  studios  and  its 
San  Francisco  branch.  Titus  will  re- 
turn to  New  York. 


Bi-Partisan  Senate  Group 
Asks  Probe  of  Monopolies 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — A  bi-partisan  group 
of  Senators  has  introduced  legisla- 
tion authorizing  a  full  investigation 
of  monopolies  by  the  Senate  Judici- 
ary Committee. 


$90,000   for  Cancer 
Drive  from  Mich.  VC 

Detroit — Variety  Club  of  Michi- 
gan, presented  the  American  Cancer 
Society  with  a  $90,000  check  last 
night,  the  largest  single  collection 
ever  given  to  the  Fund.  Amount  rep- 
resents collections  last  year  in  thea- 
ters in  Detroit  Metropolitan  area. 
Presentation  was  made  by  Arvid 
Cantor,  retiring  chief  barker,  who 
was  succeeded  at  the  installation 
banquet  last  night  in  the  Hotel 
Toller,  by  Arthur  Robinson.  Chief 
speakers  were  William  McCraw, 
Variety's  national  executive  director, 
and  Robert  Coyne  of  ATA. 


COminG  and  GO  ID 


Ampa's  30th  Birthday 
Dance  at  Astor  Apr.  23 

Rutgers  Neilson,  Ampa  president, 
announced  yesterday  that  the  or- 
ganization's 30th  anniversary  salute 
to  the  leaders  of  the  motion  picture 
industry,  in  the  form  of  a  dinner- 
dance,  will  be  held  in  the  main  ball- 
room of  the  Hotel  Astor  on  Wed- 
nesday, April  23. 

Originally  scheduled  for  early  in 
April,  the  date  has  been  re-assigned 
in  order  to  avoid  conflict  with  the 
Easter  holidays.  Phil  Williams  and 
Arnold  Stoltz  are  co-chairmen  of  the 
affair. 


Slesin,  UA  Manager  in 
Colombia,  Crash  Victim 


Beno  Slesin.  United  Artists  man- 
ager in  Colombia,  was  among  the  50 
passengers  who  died  Satm*day  when 
an  airliner  crashed  on  a  flight  from 
Barranquilla  to  Bogota.  He  left  here 
last  Thursday  after  home  office  con- 
ferences. 

Slesin  was  born  in  Lithuania.  He 
was  40.  Formerly  associated  with 
Warner  operations  in  Europe,  North 
Africa  and  the  Near  East  he  joined 
UA  last  October  for  his  last  assign- 
ment. He  is  survived  by  his  widow, 
two  children,  a  brother  and  sister. 
Remains  will  be  sent  here  for  burial. 


MPEA  Forms  Subsidiary 
Company  for  Netherlands 

Dover,  Del. — Motion  Picture  Ex- 
port Association  (Netherlands)  Inc., 
has  filed  a  charter  with  the  corpora- 
tion department  of  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office  to  deal  in  export  trade 
to  The  Netherlands.  Its  capital  is 
100  shares  of  no  par  value  stock,  and 
the  company's  principal  office  is 
listed  as  U.  S.  Corporation  Co. 


Daylight  Saving  Bill 
Before  Calif.  Assembly 

Sacramento,  Calif.  —  Assembly- 
woman Niehouse  has  introduced  a 
daylight  saving  measure,  which  will 
be  opposed  by  the  California  exhib- 
itors. 


MLLE.  MAUD  LAMY,  French  actress,  w 
cently  was  selected  as  "Miss  Cinemond 
France,  will  arrive  in  New  York  on  th 
America  Friday,  Feb.  21,  to  be  the  gu 
Paramount. 

OSCAR  F.  NEU,  prexy  of  Neumade  Pre, 
turned  to  New  York  yesterday  from  the- 
Coast. 

NAT    WOLF,    Warner    Cleveland 

r,  has 
vacation. 


ger,  has  joined  his  wife  in  Dallas,  f 


r 


J.  S.  JOSSEY,  of  Hygienic  Production 
Los    Angeles. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  vice-president  of  Tra 
Theaters,  left  yesterday  on  a  two-weel 
to  Mexico  City. 

LESLIE     MITCHELL,     Sir     Alexander     I 
chief    of    publicity    in    England,    arrives    i 
S.S.     Queen     Elizabeth     today     to    study 
relations    here   and    in    Hollywood    for    the 
six  weeks. 

MURRAY    SILVERSTONE,    president    of 
Fox    Int'l   and    Inter-America   Corps.,    retui 
New   York   from    Europe    today    aboard   th 
Queen    Elizabeth. 

WILL  HOLDEN,  B.  &  K.  district  n 
is  spending  a  Winter  vacation  in  Corpus 
Tex. 

SAUL  GOLDMAN,  of  Variety  Films,  h< 
turned  to  Chicago  from  Milwaukee  and 
Northern   points. 

RICHARD  DOHERTY,  '  20th-Fox  home 
auditor,   is  in   Des  Moines. 

D.  H.  FINKE,  of  the  Ticket  Register 
pany,   Chicago,  at  the   Waldorf-Astoria. 

BERNARD  R.  GOODMAN,  WB  supervis 
exchanges,  has  returned  from  a  four-week 
of   branch   offices. 

SAM  LEFKOWITZ,  WB   Eastern   district 
ger,    left   last  night  for    Boston,   where    h 
remain   until  the  end  of  the  week. 

DIANA  DOUGLAS  will  fly  to  New  York 
Hollywood  on  Feb.  25  for  a  visit  with 
fives. 

JOHN    JOSEPH,    national    director    of 
tising     Universal-International,     returns     t( 
Coast  today. 

JOHN  LUND  left  New  York  by  plane  y 
day   for  Hollywood. 

NED  CLARKE,  RKO  Radio  Latin-Aim 
division  manager,  has  returned  to  the  horn 
fice  after  visiting  company  offices 
Caribbean  area  and  South  America. 

J.  H.  MaclNTYRE,  RKO  district  manager 
a   San    Francisco   visitor. 

JOCK  LAWRENCE,  vice-president  of  t 
Arthur  Rank  Organization  in  charge  of 
relations,  leaves  Wednesday  on  the  S.S. 
Elizabeth  for  a  three-week  trip  to  Londi 
confer  with  Rank  officials.  He  will 
March   15. 

JOSEPH  MISKINlS,  Detroit  circuit  opei 
is  en  route  to  California  after  a  vacatii 
Florida. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  Metro  Eastern  sales 
ger,  is  in   Boston  for  the  rest  of  the  week 

LEONARD    HIRSCH,    of    M-G-M    sales 
leaves    today    for    New    Orleans    by    plane.1 
will   remain   for   a   month. 

MITCHELL  RAWSON,  Metro  publicist, 
Washington. 

RAY  CARSKY,  B.  &  K.  warehouse  man 
is    back    in    Chicago   from   a    Florida   vacat' 


Bob  Williams  Dead 

Toledo,  O.— Charles  S.  (Bob)  "v 
liams,  39,  formerly  general  mana 
of  the  Loop  and  Ohio  here,  died 
Magruder  Hospital,  Port  Clinton, 
after  a  four  months  illness. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,   INC. 


1600  BROADWAY 


Complete   Film  and 
Disc  Recording   Facilities 
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Tuesday,  February  18, 


Para.  Buys  38F408  of 
Own  Common  Slock 


Continuing  the  policy  announced 
to  stockholders  last  November  by 
President  Barney  Balaban,  Para- 
mount Pictures  purchased  38,408 
shares  of  its  common  stock  in  the 
open  market  during  the  month  of 
January,  bringing  its  total  holdings 
to  96,408  shares. 

The  acquisition  was  the  greatest 
for  any  of  the  three  months  since 
the  program  was  inaugurated.  At 
the  time  of  Balaban's  announcement 
no  shares  were  held  by  the  company. 
In  November  23,000  shares  were  ac- 
quired and  December  purchases  to- 
taled 35,000. 

Price  range  of  Para,  common'  dur- 
ing January  was  27-32%.  Current 
price  is  29%. 


Milwaukee  Film  Com.  Asks 
Again  for  Ban  on  'Outlaw' 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

mon  Council  ban  the  film  and  revoke 
license  of  Andrew  Spheeris,  Towne 
operator.  Police  Chief  Polcyn  and 
representatives  of  District  Attor- 
ney's office  had  ruled  no  legal  action 
would  be  taken  after  they  had  viewed 
the  disputed  film.  Seven  of  the  Com- 
mission viewing  the  film  reported 
"The  Outlaw"  tended  to  "corrupt 
the  morals"  of  the  audience. 

Assistant  city  attorney  Leo  Hanley 
expressed  doubt  that  there  could  be 
a  successful  prosecution  under  the 
present  City  Ordinance,  while  Mayor 
Bonn  asserted  the  Common  Council 
had  stripped  him  of  his  licensing 
power. 

Meanwhile,  "The  Outlaw"  plays  to 
packed  houses. 


Springfield,  O.,  Would 
Impose  City  Ticket  Tax 

Springfield,  O.  —  This  city,  hard- 
pressed  to  overcome  a  potential 
municipal  deficit  of  $600,000  in  1947, 
has  joined  other  municipalities  in 
urging  the  legislature  to  repeal  the 
state  3  per  cent  admissions  tax,  in 
order  to  permit  cities  to  impose  such 
a  tax  and  fix  the  rate. 


Columbus,  O.  —  Rep.  Clifton  L. 
Caryl,  of  Union  County,  has  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  Ohio  Legislature 
to  repeal  the  state's  3  per  cent  ad- 
missions tax,  as  suggested  by  Ohio 
Tax  Commissioner  Emory  C.  dan- 
der in  his  report  to  the  Legislature 
recently.  Local  governments  would 
then  be  permitted  to  take  over  this 
field  of  taxation  under  the  measure. 


SEDD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIRGS  TO: 

Feb.  18 

Edward    Arnold  Maury  Ascher 

Leslie  Whelan  Adolphe  Menjou 

George  Givot  Dane  Clark 
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Tuesday's  Telelines 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Universal  is  hosting  a  reception  tomorrow 
afternoon  at  the  Hampshire  House  ior  Carol  Reed.  British  director.  .  .  . 

•  Hunter  College's  Evening  and  Extension  Division  is  oiiering  specialized 
courses  in  television  and  motion  pictures  ior  men  and  women.  .  .  . 
9   PaTamount's  "Blaze  of  Noon"  moves  into  the  Rivoli  on  March  4.  .  .  . 

•  Didja  know  that  Westinghouse  alone  produced  54  movies  and  slide 
films  last  year?   ...     •  Major  companies  are   becoming  increasingly 

conscious   of   philately's   promotional   value Witness   the   fact   that 

RKO  mailed  out  first  day  covers  with  Edison  Centennial  commemorative 
stamp,  plus  a  cachet,  to  all  exhibs.  on  its  mailing  list,  while  Loew's  Int'l 
sent  covers  to  all  British  and  Latin-American  exhibs 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IF  PHIL  M  comes  down  with   a  cold  this   week.  D.  John 

Phillips,  Para,  shorts  publicity  manager,  gets  the  doctor's  bill 'Cause 

Phil  M.  braved  the  weather  Saturday  to  doff  his  chapeau  in  Times 
Square  in  salute  to  as  neat  a  promotional  stunt  as  the  season  has  pro- 
duced  With  WCBS'  "County  Fair"  program,  which  is  carried  over 

150  stations,  co-operating,  Phillips  arranged  to  have  a  program  contestant 
sent  to  picket  the  New  York  Paramount  as  a  protest  against  "Radio,  Take 
It  Away!"  the  short  which  puts  audience  participation  shows  behind  the 

eight  ball Later,  Win  Elliot,  the  emcee,  and  the  cast  of  "County 

Fair"  joined  the  picket  line The  stunt  had  to  be  called  off  after  15 

minutes  of  picketing  because  traffic  was  blocked  all  along  Main  Stem. . . . 

T  ▼  ▼ 

e      •      •     ODDS    N'  ENDS:   Bob  Hadley,  Hap's  son.  is  rounding  out 

his  first  year   as   Art  Director  for  PRC-Eagle-Lion Copy  both  Bob 

Young  companies  are  using  attests  that  Bob  has  turned  in  a  mighty  fine 
job.  ...     •   You  should  have  seen  Phil  Abrahams  beaming  all  over  the 

WB  exchange His  son  Harold  I.  and  his  daughter-in-law  made  Phil 

a  grandpa  for  a  second  time Second  child,  also  a  girl,  is  named 

Vivian  Thelma Cramps  is  head  of  WB's  print  dep't  and  in  charge 

of  screenings Harold  is  a  member  of  WB's  h.o.  playdate  dept.  .  .  . 

•  TWA  picks  up  prints  of  Paramount's  "Jungle  Flight"  today  in  Holly- 
wood, ior  delivery  to  nine  key  cities,  where  trade  previews  are  scheduled 
ior  Friday.  ...  ©  Fox  Intermountain  is  opening  the  dark  Montana  in 
Butte  Friday,  ior  the  Rocky  Mountain  premiere  of  Columbia's  "The  lolson 
Story."  ...  •  Bill  Fowers.  of  Fox  Intermountain,  swears  Friday  will  be 
the  45th  anniversary  of  Jolson's  first  Butte  appearance 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Ingrid  Bergman  will  be  among  the  speakers 
at  today's  Red  Cross  Commerce  and  Industry  luncheon  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria.  ...  •  Tex  Ritter  is  one  of  the  owners  of  Bexar  Broadcasting 
Co.,  which  has  applied  to  the  FCC  for  a  permit  for  a  new  San  Antonio 
daytime  station.  ...  •  Charles  Mack,  of  Metrotone-News-Of-The-Day, 
and  Louis  Cass,  of  Paramount  News,  are  en  route  to  Moscow  to  cover 
the  Allied  powers'  conference.  ...  •  UJA  1947  drive  for  $170,000,000 
will  open  with  a  conference  next  Saturday  and  Sunday,  at  Washington's 
Shoreham  Hotel.  ...  •  St.  Louis  voters  will  ballot  on  April  1  on  the 
repeal  of  the  city's  daylight  saving  ordinance.  ...  •  AMPA  will  elect 
a  nominating  committee  at  a  closed  business  meeting  Thursday  at  the 
Town  Hall  Club.  ...  •  NCCJ  will  seek  more  than  $2,000,000  during  the 
year,  to  be  expended  for  research  and  education  on  group  relations 

•  When  Sam  Siritzky  returns  from  his  European  trip  aboard  the  S.S. 
America,  March  15.  his  brother  Joe  will  leave  four  days  later  on  the 
liner's  return  trip Joe  will  remain  in  Paris  indefinitely.  ...  •  Be- 
lieve it  or  not,  an  Omaha  theater  marquee  heralded:  "They  All  Kissed 
The  Bride" "It  Shouldn't  Happen  To  A  Dog" 

T  T  T 


Berge's  Resignatio 
Without  Suit  Effect 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
1,  was  announced  by  Clark  ove 
week-end. 

Department  of  Justice  spoke: 
insisted  there  will  be  no  slogan 
of  the  Government's  anti-ti{ 
against  the  industry  and  divo^ve 
still  will  be  "vigorously  pushet 

Despite  these  statements,  how 
there  was  general  feeling  in  \\ 
ington  that  exit  of  Berge  from 
post  of  "trust  buster"  will  mea 
easing  up  of  the  Government's  ( 
all  drive  against  monopoly. 

Although  there  have  been  re-oc 
ring  rumors  that  Robert  L.  Wr 
now   in    direct   charge   of   the 
ernment's   case    in    the   equity 
also  will  resign,  it  is  expected 
Wright  will  follow  the  case  thr< 
an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
appeal  itself  probably  will  be  n, 
this  week,  while  Berge  still  heads 
anti-trust  division. 

Berge  has  been  with  the  Dep  I 
ment  for  17  years  and  since  Au| 
1943,  has  served  as  chief  of  the  < 
trust  division. 

He  succeeded  Thurman  Arnol 
the    top    "trust    busting"    post, 
though  no  announcement  was  m 
several    of    Berge's    assistants 
are  expected  to  resign. 


Indiana  Anti-Ascap  Bill 
Passes  Senate,  38  to  0 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

only  requires  a  franchise  tax  c 
per  cent  of  the  previous  year's  g 
income  in  the  state  but  demanc 
statement  of  persons  involved;  r 
charged  for  use  of  numbers;  p 
paid  to  the  composer,  where  the  c 
poser  is  not  the  party  issuing 
license;  total  gross  receipts  for 
previous  year,  and  a  report  of 
previous  year's  disbursements. 

Any  exercise  of  compulsion  to 
a  playing  license  without  obtaii 
the  state  license,  or  making  any 
quest  for  playing  of  a  copyrigl 
number  in  public  to  establish  b 
for  an  infringement  suit  would 
classified  as  a  misdemeanor,  pun 
able  by  a  $500  penalty. 


Nelson  Address  Cancelled 

Chicago — Donald  Nelson,  SUV 
prexy,  owing  to  death  of  his  wiffj 
the  Coast  last  week,  will  not  sp" 
at  the  World  Trade  Conference  h 
Arthur  Foye,  of  Haskins  and  Si 
New  York,  takes  his  place. 


SICK  LIST 


ADRIAN  KUBIT  reported  improve: 
Mt.  Sinai  following  removal  from  Mei 
Center  Hospital. 

GEORGE  BERBERICH,  20th-Fox  St.  1 
booker,  is  a  patient  at  Alexian  Bro 
Hospital. 


lesday,  February  18,  1947 
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Hank's  Universal 
Merest  Now  13.3% 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
iitween  Universal  and  Rank's  Gen- 
fal    Film    Distributors,    which    re- 
uses Universal  product  in  Britain, 
j^e  superseded   by  a  new  deal 
)TWeing  negotiated.    The  present 
mtract  between  "U"  and  GFD  runs 
■  June  30,  1956,  unless  sooner  termi- 
nated. 
According  to  the  proxy  statement, 
scussions,  are  under  way  between 
lie  Rank  Organization  and  Univer- 
il   looking   to   the   distribution   by 
'  U"  of  additional  Rank  product  in 
oth  the  U.  S.  and  South  America. 
Nominees    for    directors,    to    be 
lected  at  the  annual  meeting  March 
12  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  are: 
Robert  S.  Benjamin,  Nate  J.  Blum- 
erg,    Paul    G.    Brown,    J.    Cheever 
owdin,     Preston    Davie,    Matthew 
'ox,   William    J.   German,    John   J. 
I'Connor,  Ottavio  Prochet,  Charles 
>.  Prutzman,  J.  Arthur  Rank,  Budd 
lodgers,  Daniel  M.  Sheaffer  and  G. 
.  Woodham^Smith. 

Their  respective  common  stock 
'nd  warrant  holdings,  with  the 
ormer  given  first,  are  disclosed  as: 
Benjamin,  230,  none;  Blumberg, 
6,800,  29,250;  Brown,  29,000,  none; 
3owdin,  13,627,  88,963;  Davie,  5,409, 
iione;  Fox,  none,  25,500;  German, 
,100,  none;  O'Connor,  none,  none; 
'rochet,  5,200,  1,011;  Prutzman, 
f,300,  20,900;  Rogers,  100,  none; 
Sheaffer,  21,262,  none;  Woodham- 
3mith,  none,  none. 

What  They  Received 
Total   remuneration   of  directors- 
lominees  for  the  fiscal  year  is  re- 
oorted  in  the  proxy  statement  as  f  ol- 
ows: 

Bem'amin,  $482,  Blumberg,  $223,- 
323;  Brown,  $2,114;  Collins,  $6,352; 
"owdin,     $223,623;     Davie,     $8,374; 
Fox,  $101,899  (additionally,  Fox  was 
'  paid  $42,000  by  United  World  Pic- 
tures);   German,   $6,488;    O'Connor, 
'$60,117;  Prochet,  $7,434;  Prutzman, 
$128,299;  Rogers,  $17,977;   Sheaffer, 
,$7,977;  Woodham-Smith,  $968;  Tay- 
lor, $7,132    (additionally,  a  firm  of 
which  Taylor  is  a  member  was  paid 


UJEDDiriG  BELLS 


Sweigert-Reinert 

First  Lt.  Marjorie  M.  Sweigert, 
Army   Nurses    Corps,    daughter   of 

sEarle  W.  Sweigert,  Para.  Mid-East- 
ern division  sales  manager,  will  be 
married  on  March  1  to  Capt.  Howard 
D.  Reinert,  Jr.,  in  the  chapel  of 
Fort  Myer,  Va.,  where  both  are  sta- 

;  tioned. 


Little  Headlines: 


JUDGE   CHARLES    McDONALD,   Master    in    Chancery,    set   hearing   of    Schoenstadt 
Picadilly  Theater  anti-trust  case  ever  to  March  6. 

• 
A  BILL  TO  DISCOURAGE  USE  of  daylight  saving  time  in   Minnesota  by  providing 
fines  for  business  firms  employing  it  has  been  introduced   in  the  .State  Senate. 

• 
SOURCES  CLOSE  TO  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  disclose  that  President  Truman  plans  to 
terminate  the  national  emergency  before  July  31. 

• 
KOERNER  MOTOR  EXPRESS,  INC.,  film  carrier  for  northern  and  central  Illinois,  has 
purchased  the  rights  and  permits  of  the  Film  Truck  Service  of  Illinois  and  merged  both 
services. 

• 
AN  INCREASE  in  Alabama's  two  per  cent  sales  tax  is  almost  certain  to  be  proposed 
when  the  Legislature  convenes  in  May. 


Theater  Going  First  Run 
Thanks  Gov't  for  Decree 


Greenblatt-Markowitz 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Greenblatt 
have  announced  the  engagement  of 
their  daughter,  Joan  Carol,  to  Ken- 
neth J.  Markowitz. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

The  house  has  been  playing  week-end 
stage  and  screen  bills,  with  concerts 
and  legit  shows  on  week  nights. 

The  announcement  which  ran  in 
both  the  Journal  and  Evening  Bulle- 
tin opened  with:  "Thank  You,  Uncle 
Sam,  for  your  recent  court  ruling 
which  now  makes  it  possible  for  the 
Metropolitan  Theater  to  obtain  first- 
run,  major  produced  motion  pic- 
tures!" 

It  is  reported  20th-Fox's  "Shock- 
ing Miss  Pilgrim"  has  been  booked 
for  the  opening.  Prices  will  be  the 
same  as  other  local  first-runs,  ac- 
cording to  the  announcement.  Provi- 
dence first-runs  now  average  60 
cents  for  evenings  and  65  cents  for 
Saturday  and  Sunday. 

New  sound  equipment  and  pro- 
jectors will  be  installed. 


Metro  Schedules  Three 
Pix  for  April  Release 


M-G-M  will  release  three  pix  in 
April,  bringing  its  total  for  the  first 
four  months  of  the  current  year  to 
12.  April  trio  includes  "It  Happened 
In  Brooklyn,"  "Little  Mr.  Jim"  and 
"Sea  of  Grass." 

Previously  announced  for  March 
were  "The  Beginning  or  the  End," 
and  "The  Yearling."  Latter,  in  its 
fourth  week  at  the  Music  Hall,  will 
be  replaced  at  the  end  of  its  run  by 
"Sea  of  Grass."  "The  Beginning  or 
the  End"  moves  into  the  Capitol 
Thursday  and  will  be  followed  by 
"It  Happened  In  Brooklyn." 


approximately  $4,800  for  legal  serv- 
ices); Work,  $138,899;  Brewster, 
$32,433;  Machnovitch,  $30,000;  Muhl, 
$31,850;  Murphy,  $65,917;  Schimel, 
$32,570;  Scully,  $143,899;  Seidelman, 
$128,299;  Walsh,  $27,760. 

Stockholders  will  also  vote  at  the 
meeting  on  a  resolution  relating  to 
the  reduction  of  Universal's  capital 
by  retiring  155,000  shares  of  com- 
mon stock  owned  by  the  company. 


Forry  Services  Held 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — A.  G.  (Dudley)  Forry, 
50,  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Inglewood 
Park  Cemetery.  Office  manager  of 
the  Monogram  exchange  here,  Forry 
had  been  an  industry  veteran  for  34 
years.  Besides  his  widow,  he  is  sur- 
vived by  a  brother  and  three  sisters. 


Marc  Gilbert  Film  Co. 
Opens  Coast  Branch 


The  Marc  Gilbert  Film  Co.,  dis- 
tributors of  American  and  foreign 
films,  with  headquarters  at  152  W. 
42nd  St.,  has  opened  a  Coast  branch 
in  Los  Angeles,  at  1044  S.  Hill  St. 
This  exchange  will  have  states  rights 
on  product  in  a  territory  covering  13 
Western  states  and  will  book  two 
first-run  theaters  in  Los  Angeles, 
two  first-run  theaters  in  San  Fran- 
cisco and  five  first-run  theaters  in 
other  states  on  the  West  Coast. 

Marc  Gilbert  has  also  concluded 
negotiations  to  act  as  purchasing 
agent  for  the  Las  Palmas  Theater 
in  Los  Angeles  and  the  Melvan  The- 
ater in  Hollywood. 


Allied  Artists'  5th  Ave. 
Buses  on  Way  to  H'wood 

Allied  Artists  Productions  on  Sun- 
day gave  the  "go  ahead"  signal  to 
the  three  newly-purchased  open- 
topped,  double-decked,  pre-war  Fifth 
Ave.  buses  and  sent  them  rolling 
on  their  28-day  scheduled  trip  to 
Hollywood,  their  last  trip  as  pas- 
senger conveyors. 

Gale  Storm,  AA  actress,  partici- 
pated in  a  brief  farewell  ceremony, 
and  rode  with  other  special  guests 
as  far  as  Philadelphia. 

The  buses  were  acquired  for  fu- 
ture use  in  films  and  have  already 
been  used  in  scenes  for  their  newly- 
completed  pic,  "It  Happened  on 
Fifth  Avenue."  They  will  also  be 
used  for  the  Coast  premiere  of  that 
pic. 


Western  Electric  Shows 
Record  Post-war  Sales 


Western  Electric,  in  its  annual  re- 
port to  stockholders,  announces  that 
the  company  recorded  the  largest 
peacetime  sales  in  its  history  in 
1946  when  $610,356,000  passed 
through  the  till.  The  sum  does,  how- 
ever, reflect  a  decrease  of  $250,357,- 
000  from  the  previous  year  when  the 
nation's  war  requirement  added  con- 
siderably to  the  take. 

The  report  pointed  out  that  busi- 
ness was  conducted  at  a  loss  until 
mid-year  when  relief  from  price  reg- 
ulations made  it  possible  to  increase 
prices  to  compensate  for  higher  labor 
and  materials  costs. 


"Big  Five"  May  File 
Individual  Appeals 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
seen  in  the  action  taken  by  Para- 
mount officials  who  are  meeting  in 
Florida  this  week.  Much  will  depend 
on  what  provisions  of  the  decree 
Paramount  decides  to  appeal. 

Meanwhile,  reports  from  Holly- 
wood last  night  said  that  United 
Artists  producers  probably  will  be 
asked  to  surrender  their  right  to  ap- 
prove contracts.  Decision  as  to  this 
point  is  expected  to  be  reached  at  a 
meeting  of  UA  toppers,  including 
Grad  Sears,  distribution  head,  which 
gets  under  way  on  the  Coast  today. 

Opinion  is  held  that  unless  the  UA 
producers  surrender  the  heretofore 
treasured  privilege  to  pass  on  sales 
terms,  they  will  find  themselves 
liable  to  possible  joint  prosecution 
with  the  distributor  for  any  viola- 
tion of  the  Statutory  Court's  equity 
suit  decree. 

Up  to  now  there  has  been  an  in- 
demnifying clause  in  contracts  be- 
tween UA  and  its  producers  which 
releases  the  latter  from  any  legal 
responsibility  for  acts  committed  by 
the  UA  sales  department.  Many  in- 
dustry legal  authorities  contend, 
however,  that  with  each  producer 
now  having  his  own  sales  manager 
putting  the  okay  on  exhibition  con- 
tracts, the  indies  could  be  made  co- 
defendants  in  any  legal  action 
brought  by  an  exhibitor  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  decree. 

Coast  meeting  today  will  be  held 
in  the  office  of  Donald  Nelson, 
SIMPP  prexy,  and  will  attract  the 
UA  producers  and  their  counsel. 


RKO  Lists  Trade  Screening 
Dates  for  Pictures 


RKO  will  hold  trade  screenings  of 
"Trail  Street"  and  'Beat  the  Band" 
tomorrow.  Exceptions  are  Atlanta, 
Feb.  20;  Des  Moines,  Feb.  21;  New 
Orleans,  Feb.  26;  Seattle  ("Band" 
only)  today. 

"Code  of  the  West"  and  "The  Devil 
Thumbs  a  Ride"  will  be  screened  on 
Feb.  20.  Exceptions  are:  Atlanta, 
Feb.  21;  New  Orleans,  Feb.  27. 

Trade  screening  of  "The  Farmer's 
Daughter"  will  take  place  today  in 
all  exchanges  except  New  Orleans 
(Feb.  24)  and  Atlanta  and  Des 
Moines    (tomorrow). 


CHARTERED 


CHALK  HILL  THEATERS,  INC.,  Dallas,  in- 
corporated at  Austin  with  $50,000,  capital 
stock,  W.  G.  Underwood,  C.  C.  Ezell  and 
Lowell    Russell,    incorporators. 

PAT  POWERS  CORP.,  New  York  City,  with 
capital  of  $50,000  in  5  shares,  three  shares 
subscribed,  to  deal  in  motion  picture  films.  In- 
corporated at  Albany  by  Milton  E.  Friedland, 
Julia  Cerasuilo,  A.  Bertrand  Channon,  directors 
and   subscribers. 

GUILD  CINEMA,  INC.,  New  York  City,  with 
capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
shares  subscribed,  to  distribute  motion  pic- 
tures. Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Frieda  Klein, 
Peter  A.   Lewis,  Jerome  Edwards. 
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"C/-I"  Will  Re-issue 
Eight  Top  Features 

Universal-International  will  re-is- 
sue eight  top  features  within  the 
next  few  months,  it  was  confirmed 
yesterday. 

Group  comprises  "100  Men  and  a 
Girl,"  "Destry  Rides  Again,"  "Mag- 
nificent Obsession,"  "Frankenstein," 
"Dracula,"  "You  Can't  Cheat  An 
Honest  Man;"  "When  the  Daltons 
Rode"  and  "I  Stole  A  Million." 


Johnston  to  Attend 
Geneva  Trade  Talks 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
France,  and  John  Foster  Dulles  and 
Allen  Dulles  of  the  law  firm  of  Sulli- 
van and  Cromwell.  John  Foster 
Dulles  is  an  advisor  of  international 
questions  to  Governor  Thomas 
Dewey   of  New  York. 

Stating  that  the  Geneva  conference 
would  sec  the  "economic  pattern  of 
the  world  for  many  years  to  come," 
Johnston  said  the  international  trade 
confab  was  of  "tremendous  and  vital 
importance"  to  the  U.  S.  motion  pic- 
ture industry. 

The  MPAA  chief's  remarks  were 
made  at  a  luncheon-press  conference 
with  trade  press  reps. 

Although  many  of  his  remarks  on 
international  questions  were  "off- 
the-record,"  Johnston  left  little  doubt 
for  the  record  that  the  American  in- 
dustry, backed  by  the  White  House 
and  State  Department,  has  vast 
plans  for  expanding  the  world  film 
market. 

Two  Dulles  Are  Trade  Experts 

Johnston  said  the  two  Dulles  were 
selected  to  represent  the  American 
film  industry  because  of  their  ex- 
perience in  negotiating  trade  agree- 
ments, rather  than  any  specific  famil- 
iarity with  motion  pictures.  He  will 
leave  for  Europe  and  England  some- 
time in  March  or  April. 

Reiterating  his  stand  for  a  free 
excnange  oi  films  throughout  the 
world,  Johnston  called  for  a  general 
rise  in  the  number  of  films  produced 
by  all  countries.  The  MPAA  head 
predicted  a  lower  percentage  of 
American  films  shown  abroad,  but 
emphasized  that  this  would  be  true 
only  because  other  countries  would 
produce  more  pix.  In  actual  number, 
however,  more  U.  S.  films  will  be  sent 
abroad  and,  in  fact,  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  future  of  the  U.  S. 
industry  hangs  on  this  expanded  for- 
eign trade,  Johnston  said. 

"I  would  like  to  see  more  films 
from  all  countries  shown  here," 
Johnston  said.  He  stated  that  the 
whole  level  of  world-wide  movie  at- 
tendance can  be  raised. 

British  Quota  Still  "Fluid" 

While  avoiding  direct  comment  on 
British  moves  to  increase  their  quota 
restrictions,  Johnston  said  the  situa- 
tion was  "fluid"  and  the  door  has  not 
been  closed  on  negotiations  to  retain 
the  status  quo  in  that  country. 

He    admitted   that   if   the    British 


Decree  Sales  Plans 
Outlined  by  Connors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Tom  Connors,  distribution  head, 
John  F.  Caskey,  counsel. 

Today  the  meeting  will  be  chie 
concerned  with  the  company's— pi 
gram  of  20  features  for  194^~;. 
President  Spyros  P.  Skouras  V.  aj 
of  the  principal  speakers.  Charl 
Schlaifer,  ad-publicity  director,  w 
also  will  speak,  will  outline  the  cai 
paigns  that  already  have  been  set  ij 

Details  of  the  long-range  publici1 
plans    for    "Forever    Amber" 
"Captain    From    Castile"   will   foi 
highlights  of   Schlaifer's   discussic1 
Both  will  get  treatment  akin  to  th 
given  "The  Razor's  Edge." 

Herman  Wobber,  Western  division 
sales  manager,  will  discuss  thespeci 
handling  of  the  "Alexander's  Re 
time  Band"  re-issue.  Pic  will  hav( 
completely  new  advertising  and  pu  I 
licity  campaign. 

Additional  sales  policies  also  w  I 
be  discussed  by  William  J.  Kuppe 
general  sales  manager. 

The  conference  will  close  tomo  j 
row  but  the  divisional  sales  ma: 
agers,  Andrew  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  He 
man  Wobber  and  Harry  Ballance  wi 
remain  in  New  York  Thursday  ar 
Friday  for  home  office  meetings  wit' 
Skouras,    Connors   and   Kupper. 

raise  the  quota  there  is  considerabl 
chance  that  U.  S.  will  raise  the  que; 
tion  of  possible  conflict  with  th 
spirit  of  the  U.  S.  loan  agreemer 
with  Great  Britain. 

Predicting  a  considerable  jump  i 
number  of  British  films  shown  i 
this  country,  Johnston  said  th 
British  may  gross  a  record-breakin 
$20,000,000  this  year. 

The  MPAA  president  said  also  tha1 
"very  little  can  be  done"  in  the  wa; 
of  industry-wide  co-operation  unti 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  rules  o| 
the  N.  Y.  equity  case.  While  stressin; 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  such  co-op 
aration,  Johnston  indicated  that  ther 
was  little  that  could  be  done  unti 
the  case  is  disposed  of. 

He  said  that  to  his  knowledge  m 
Invitation  to  participate  in  the  pro 
posed   Forum  has  been  received  b; 
MPAA.    MPTOA  previously  had  in ' 
dicated  that,  such  an  invitation  haci 
been  sent  to  the  Johnston  office.  Tin' 
MPAA  head  declined  to  comment  oij 
details  of  the  decision  prior  to  Sut 
preme  Court  ruling. 


ChatMn  Burial  in  Chicago 

Chicago  —  David  J.  Chatkin,  whc 
died  suddenly  in  California,  will  be 
buried  here  tomorrow  morning  at 
Anshe  Maarev  Cemetery.  Wife. 
daughter,  four  brothers  and  sister 
survive. 


Bergman  Back  at  "U"  Desk 

Maurice  A.  Bergman,  Universal's 
Eastern  ad-publicity  director,  who 
was  injured  in  a  fall  from  his  mount 
while  in  Frisco  recently,  returned  to 
his  home  office  desk  yesterday. 
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efro  Trains  16mm. 
roup  Down  Under 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Djector  but  also  all  the  other 
Jases  of  exhibition,  from  selling 
Ikets  to  exploitation.  Only  those 
lio  had  locations  and  orders  for 
r'  ment  were  accepted  for  the 
=J  which  featured  a  iaculty  con- 

"I  want  to  make  it  clear,"  Carleton 
lphasized,  "that  under  no  circum- 
ances  does  16  mm.  compete  with 

mm."  He  also  pointed  out  that 
ere's  at  least  one  year's  cooling  off 
riod  before  16  mm.  fare  is  offered 

the  public. 

sting  of:  Bob  Locis,  chief  techni- 
anj  Arthur  Gillespie,  theater  su- 
srvisor;  David  Lake,  sales  man- 
ner; Hal  Carleton,  publicity  chief, 
id  his    assistant,   Grahame   Willis. 

Sponsors  of  the  training  set-up 
ere  Bernard  Freeman,  Metro's 
anaging  director  down  under,  and 
ecil  Gidley,  head  of  the  company's 
;  mm.  program  in  the  same  ter- 
ftory. 

Because  of  the  eight-to-ten  week 
>adline  on  weeklies,  Carleton  said 
■cploitation  and  publicity  methods 
offered  somewhat  from  the  prevail- 
ig  practice  in  America.  Billboards 
.id  dailies  are  used  extensively,  as 
ell  as  radio  tie-ups.  Metro  has  the 
ily  regular  radio  program  devoted 
b  plugging  its  pix;  every  Saturday 
ight  at  nine,  "The  Lion's  Roar" 
oes  on  for  15  minutes.  One  of  the 
ecularities  in  New  Zealand  news- 
apers  is  the  practice  that  no  display 
dvertising  is  permitted  on  the  the- 
ter  page. 

Carleton  compared  the  respective 
smperaments  of  Australia  and  New 
ealand  as  being  similar  to  those  of 
.merica  and  England.  Though  the 
Dmmon  practice  in  Australia  is  to 
ual  features,  M-G-M  shows  only 
ingles  in  its  eight  showcases  there. 

New  theaters  are  still  a  long  way 

-ff  because  home  building  will   get 

materials   first.      "Biggest   shortage 

li  Australia  today,"  Carleton  under- 

ned,  "is  homes." 

Carleton  will  spend  the  next  two 
lonths  here  confabbing  with  ad  and 
ales  execs.  This  is  his  first  Ameri- 
an  visit  in  17  years. 


Johnston  Against  Gov't  in  Pix 

MP  A  A  Head  Prefers  U.  S.  Liaison  for  Films 


STORK  REPORTS 


Mike  Spector,  Universal  -  Intema- 
>onal  Eastern  talent  rep.,  became  the 
iather  of  a  son,  Michael  Joseph,  bom 
d  Mrs.  Spector  at  the  Park  East 
•[ospital  in  New  York  last  Friday. 

'  Al  Corwin,  ad-publicity  chief  at 
he  Motion  Picture  Export  Associa- 
ion,  is  the  father  of  a  girl,  Vanessa, 
ight  pounds,  born  in  Gotham  Hos- 
lital  over  the  week-end. 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  MPAA  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston,  host  at  a  luncheon 
yesterday  to  Washington  Trade 
Press  Writers,  put  himself  strongly 
on  record  against  putting  Govern- 
ment into  position  to  dictate  film 
content  in  any  way.  He  did  say  that 
he  thought  it  probably  a  good  idea 
for  the  Government  to  have  a  single 
office  to  serve  as  liaison  between  the 
film  industry  and  the  various  Gov- 
ernment agencies,  however. 

Johnston  also  said  that  he  has  not 
discussed  with  Assistant  Secretary 
of  State  William  Benton  the  possi- 
bility that  clauses  regarding  pix  be 
included  in  the  bilateral  freedom  of 
information  treaties  Benton  proposed 
last  week  for  this  country. 

Benton,  addressing  the  Inland 
Daily  Press  Association  in  Chicago, 
had  suggested  such  agreements  as 
supplementary  to  any  overall  agree- 

MPAA  President  Eric  A.  John- 
ston yesterday  in  Washington  indi- 
cated that  the  American  pix  industry 
is  keeping  a  close  watch  on  rapid 
development  of  German  film  industry 
under  direction  of  Eric  Pommer. 

While  declining  to  commit  himself 
on  the  extent  of  American  industry's 
concern,  he  admitted  that  he  is  re- 
ceiving daily  reports  from  Germany. 

Trade  and  Government  sources 
have  expressed  concern  over  the 
quick  rehabilitation  job  done  by 
Pommer  because  of  a  trend  towards 
overproduction. 

ment  which  might  be  reached 
through  UN  or  UNESCO. 

Johnston  said  he  had  not  dis- 
cussed with  Benton  the  inclusion  of 
films  in  such  agreements.  He  re- 
marked also  that  he  had  no  idea 
whether  Benton  planned  any  further 
attack  upon  the  content  of  the  Holly- 
wood product.  It  appeared  to  his 
listeners  that  despite  his  expressed 
sympathy  with  Benton's  problems  in 
the  State  Dept.  the  close  relationship 
which  formerly  existed  between  the 
two  men  is  a  thing  of  the  past. 

In  fact,  Johnston  made  no  protest 
when  one  reporter  remarked  "you 
don't  have   to   worry   about   Benton 


when    you've    got    Will    Clayton    on 
your  side." 

Showing  of  films  on  trains  should 
"in  the  long  run,  prove  beneficial" 
to  the  industry,  Johnston  said.  Al- 
though he  was  not  anxious  to  take 
issue  with  Abram  F.  Myers,  National 
Allied  general  counsel,  who  had  at- 
tacked the  practice  of  showing  films 
free  on  trains  last  week,  Johnston 
made  his  own  position  quite  clear. 

Screenings  on  trains,  boats  or  any- 
where else  "help  to  create  the  mo- 
tion picture  habit,"  Johnston  said. 
Creation  of  that  habit  will  mean,  in 
the  long  run,  far  more  revenue  for 
all  branches  of  the  industry  than 
what  is  lost  because  a  few  hundred 
people  see  films  free.  It  was  further 
pointed  out  that  the  railroads  or 
steamship  lines  do  pay  rental  for 
the  films  they  show. 

Johnston  took  the  attitude  that 
there  is  in  this  country  as  well  as 
throughout  the  world,  room  for  vast 
expansion  of  the  pix  audience.  The 
world  market,  he  said,  is  now  from 
two  to  three  hundred  million  people 
which  means  a  10  to  15  per  cent 
saturation  point.  Saturation  in  this 
country  is  of  course  higher,  but 
Johnston  feels  that  any  means  which 
might  result  in  swelling  the  Amer- 
ican pix  audience  is  worth  while. 


Iowa  Bill  Would  Tax 
Reels,  License  Exchanges 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
obtain  annual  permits  costing  $1,000 
each  and  pay  a  fee  of  $1  for  each 
reel  of  film  shown  for  profit  in  the 
state.  Long  estimated  this  would 
bring  in  approximately  $400,000  a 
year  in  revenue  to  the  state  and 
would  have  the  money  used  to  sup- 
port old  age  payments. 

Long  also  included  a  penalty  sec- 
tion with  a  fine  of  $5,000  for  each 
separate  offense  upon  conviction. 


I  W.  B.  Gullette,  of  the  Preview 
■  Theater,  became  the  father  of  a  baby 
fcirl,  Ethel  Mae,  seven  pounds,  Feb.  1. 


Rouda  Named  B  &  J  V,-P. 

Chicago  —  Philip  Rouda  has  been 
elected  a  vice-president  of  Bozell  & 
Jacobs,  Inc.  He  is  in  charge  of  radio 
and  films. 


Reeling       Hound 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
can  be  reserved  by  the  British  if  they 
buckle  down  to  business  now  and  do  ac- 
tually take  the  promised  steps  toward  free 
trade  relations  which  are  supposed  to  be 
implemented  by  July — but  which  it  was 
generally  believed  would  be  implemented 
by  the  end  cf   last  year. 

•  • 

IT  doesn't  look  as  if  it  will  get  anywhere, 
but  there  is  some  support  in  Congress 
here  for  a  solution  to  the  problem  of  cut- 
ting income  taxes  which  would  prove  any- 
thing but  welcome  to  industry  pe'ple  claim- 
ing California  residence.  This  proposal  is 
that  the  community  property  law  which 
enables  husbands  and  wives  in  a  dozen 
states,  including  California,  to  split  their 
income  for  tax  purposes,  thereby  lowering 
the  overall  rates,  be  extended  to  the  en- 
tire country.  It's  estimated  that  nrre  than 
a  billion  dollars  could  be  lopped  off  the 
tax  bill  this  way — but  of  course  residents 
of  the  states  which  currently  have  commu- 
nity property  laws  would  not  benefit. 

•  • 

FRED  POLANGIN,  former  Navy  pix  pub- 
licist, newspaperman  and  New  York 
utility  executive,  has  joined  the  new  pub- 
lic relations  firm  of  Bert  Sarazen  and  Bob 
Nathan.  Polangin  will  continue  to  handle 
Enterprise  films  here  in  Washington,  and 
will  handle  press,  radio  and  television  for 
the  new  firm. 
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Eastman  Planning  $2,000,000  U.  K.  Expansion 


f 


(en. 


Ted"  Curtis  Says 
rench  Plant's  Output 
H  Film  Exceeds  Pre-war 


Eastman  Kodak  will  spend  about 

!,000,000  in  England  in  plant  ex- 

msion,   but  "it's   going   to    take   a 

■ng   time,"   Gen. 

■dward  P.  "Ted" 

urtis,  company's 

eepee,  told  the 

idustry    press 

ssterday    upon 

^turning  on   the 

,  S.  Queen  Eliza- 

eth.  Curtis 
>ent  one  month 
i  France  and 
ngland. 

Motion  picture 
asiness  was  only 
icidental  to  his 
*ip,  Curtis  said. 
)me  of  the  ob- 
jrvations     he     gen.  "ted"  curtis 

ade:    "Produc- 

on  pretty  badly  hit  by  coal  restric- 
ons   in    England.    .   .   .  All   of   the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


el  Committees  for 
ireek  Orphans  Drive 

Completion  of  film  exchange  area 
immittees  for  the  industry's  Appeal 
>r  Greek  War  Orphans,  March  8- 
;pril  8,  was  announced  yesterday 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Gov't  Scophony  Suit 
Trial  Off  to  May  15 

The  stipulation  was  filed  yester- 
day in  New  York  Federal  Court  ad- 
journing the  trial  of  the  Gsvern- 
m  e  n  t '  s  television  anti-trust  suit 
against  Paramount  Pictures,  Televis- 
ion Productions  Corp.,  General  Pre- 
cision Equipment  Corp.  and  Sco- 
phony  Corp.  until  May   15. 

Adjournment  was  taken  in  order 
to  await  a  decision  on  the  appeal 
taken  by  the  Government  from  the 
dismissal  of  Scophony  Ltd.  as  a  de- 
fendant. Joseph  B.  Marker,  for  the 
D.  of  J.,  last  Friday  docketed  the 
appeal  from  the  dismissal  of  British 
Scophony  in  the  Supreme  Court. 


SKOURAS  STRESSES  EXTENDED  TIME 

Important  in  All  Theaters,  20th-Fox  President 
Tells  Post-War  Sales  Convention 


Importance  of  extended  playing 
time  in  all  theaters  was  emphasized 
by  Prexy  Spyros  P.  Skouras  in  ad- 
dressing the  company's  first  post- 
war national  sales  convention  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  yesterday.  Final  ses- 
sions of  the  three-day  meeting  will 
be  held  today. 

Skouras  told  the  convention  yester- 
day that  the  lineup  of  20  pix  for 
1947,,  entailing  the  heaviest  produc- 
tion budget  in  studio  history,  would 


follow  the  established  policy  of  best 
sellers,  outdoor  pix  and  musicals  in 
color,  and  the  realistic  type  of  pic 
exampled  by  the  current  "13  Rue 
Madeleine."  Seven  of  the  20  will  be 
in  color,  it  was  said. 

Best-Sellers  at  Peak 

Declaring  that   the    studio   had    a 

peak  number  of  best-sellers   among 

literary  properties,   Skouras   singled 

out  for  mention  these:   "The   Black 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


WB  Second  Quarter 
Profits  Show  Dip 


Wilmington,  Del.  —  Five  directors 
of  Warner  Bros.  Pictures,  Inc.  were 
re-elected  for  two-year  terms  at  the 
annual  stockholders  meeting  here 
yesterday.  With  5,081,642  of  the  out- 
standing 7,402,180  shares  of  common 
stock  represented  in  person  or  by 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


"Adv.  Censorship"  Bill 
Now  Before  Gov.  Dewey 

Albany  —  The  Senate  yesterday 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Governor 
Assemblyman  Malcolm  Wilson's  bill 
giving  the  motion  picture  censorship 
board  the  right  to  revoke  a  license 
to  exhibit  a  motion  picture  film  after 
issuance,  because  of  the  obscene  ad- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Sears  Asks  UA  Prods. 
For  Sales  Waivers 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Gradwell  Sears,  vee- 
pee  in  charge  of  UA  distribution, 
yesterday  asked  UA  producers  to 
waive  any  points  in  their  releasing 
contracts  with  them  that  might  cause 
organization  to  sell  pictures  in  viola- 
tion of  decree. 

He  seeks  an  interim  directive  from 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Goodman  Sees  Industry 
Taking  Over  in  Germany 

Within  the  next  few  months  the 
U.  S.  industry  should  be  able  to  take 
over  distribution  in  Germany  from 
the  Army,  Morris  Goodman,  former 
MPEA  head  in  Berlin,  predicted  ves- 
terday  upon  his  return  with  Mrs. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Momand  Plans  Quick  Appeal 

Will  Seek  to  Increase  Verdict  by  $600,000 


Eastman  Places  Common 
On  $7  Annual  Div.  Basis 


Rochester — Directors  of  Eastman 
Kodak  yesterday  increased  the  quar- 
terly dividend  on  common  stock  by 
declaration  of  $1.75,  payable  April  1 
to  stockholders  of  record  March  5. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Boston  —  A.  B.  Momand,  whose 
$966,000  jury  verdict  in  his  anti- 
trust suit  against  the  majors  was 
knocked  out  by  Federal  Judge  D.  J. 
Wyzanski,  will  file  a  quick  appeal 
"because  the  plaintiff  and  counsel  are 
satisfied  that  there  was  evidence  to 
warrant  the  verdict  of  the  jury,"  it 
was  said  here  yesterday  by  George 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Krim  Sees  Non-Defendants 
Not  Required  to  Adhere  to 
System  Provided  in  Decree 

Non-defendants  in  the  Govern- 
ment's anti-trust  suit  are  bound  by 
the  Court's  conclusions  of  law  but 
are  not  required 
to  adhere  to  the 
"specific  manda- 
tory instructions 
to  defendants 
which  require 
auction  bidding," 
in  the  opinion  of 
Arthur  Krim, 
president  of 
Eagle-Lion  Films, 
who  has  just  re- 
turned from  the 
Coast. 

Krim    stated! 
that  E-L  will, 
therefore,    con- 
form   to    the    de-  ARTHUR  KRIM 
c  r  e  e   by   selling 

pictures  individually,  but  does  not. 
contemplate  selling  pix  under  the 
competitive  bidding  system,  unless 
future  developments  make  the  volun- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Cohn  Predicts  Boom 
S=  A.  Film  Trade 


Increased  domestic  production  ac- 
tivity and  booming  business  at  the 
box  office  was  found  in  South  Amer- 
ica by  Jack  Cohn,  executive  vice- 
president  of  Columbia,  who  just  re- 
turned from  a  tour  of  eight  Latin- 
American  countries. 

In  Argentina  and  Brazil  Cohn  at- 
tended Columbia  International  re- 
gional conventions  and  in  all  places 
where  he  visited  he  was  honored  by 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Stockholders  Told 
WB  Appeal  Expected 

Wilmington,  Del. — Warner  stock- 
holders at  the  annual  meeting  here 
yesterday  were  told  that  it  is  ex- 
pected the  Statutory  Court's  equity 
suit  decree  will  be  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 
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RKO  Declares  Dividend 

RKO  Corp.'s  board  of  directors 
yesterday  declared  a  quarterly  divi- 
dend of  30  cents  per  share  on  the 
common  stock  payable  April  1,  1947 
to  holders  of  record  as  of  March  15, 
1947. 


Kennedy-Buchtnan  to 
Do  F.D.R.  Film  Biog 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Signing  of  a  con- 
tract with  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
and  James  Roosevelt  for  guidance 
and  the  furnishing  of  materials  for 
a  screen  biography  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent, will  be  announced  this  mcrn- 
ing  in  Hollywood  by  Kennedy-Buch- 
man  Pictures,  it  was  learned  here 
yesterday.  It  is  believed  that  a  full- 
scale  biography  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent is  planned,  with  particular 
stress  on  his  years  in  the  White 
House. 


British  Still  Can  Learn 
From  U.  S.,  Says  Mitchell 


British  film  industry  has  still  a 
great  deal  to  learn  from  the  Ameri- 
can industry,  Les  Mitchell,  Alexan- 
der Korda's  ad-pub  chief  in  England, 
asserted  yesterday  on  his  arrival 
aboard  the  S.  S.  Queen  Elizabeth. 

"You  can  over-do  understate- 
ment," Mitchell  added,  regarding 
British   exploitation  methods. 

Mitchell  plans  to  fly  to  the  West 
Coast  on  Feb.  28,  stay  there  a  fort- 
night, and  then  return  on  the  Eliza- 
beth on  March  22. 

Night  previous  to  ship's  arrival  in 
New  York,  Mitchell  sustained  some 
bad  bruises  caused  by  the  violent 
tossing  of  the  ship. 


Art  Historic  Formed  to 
Feature  Art  in  Pix 


Art  Historic  Films,  Inc.,  newly  or- 
ganized production  outfit  at  67  E. 
57th  St.,  will  release  the  first  of  a 
series  of  16  mm.  Kodachrome  sound 
films  within  a  few  weeks.  First  three 
reels,  running  30  minutes,  will  cover 
Religious  Paintings,  Rembrandt,  Ver- 
meer  and  the  French  Impressionists. 

Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  is  co- 
operating with  Walter  Ephron  and 
William  W.  Riethof,  prexy  and  pro- 
ducer, respectively,  of  the  new  firm. 
Ephron  is  an  authority  on  art;  Rei- 
thof  has  a  broad  experience  in  the 
various  phases  of  photography. 


Taliaferro,  Dinner  Host 

Chicago — H.  M.  Taliaferro,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Seating  Co., 
will  play  host  to  100  motion  picture 
distributors  and  executives  at  a  din- 
ner tonight  at  the  Palmer  House. 


Majestic  M.  P.  Service  Formed 

Joe  Kelly,  former  Third  Naval 
District  motion  picture  technician,  is 
now  in  business  for  himself  as  the 
Majestic  Motion  Picture  Service  in 
Brooklyn. 


First  Wildberg  Sponsored 
Tele  Show  Bows  in  April 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — John  Wildberg,  legit 
producer  and  head  of  the  newly- 
formed  television  producing  company 
that  bears  his  name,  believes  that 
showmanship  is  needed  in  the  video 
field  to  replace  the  many  programs 
that  are  being  put  together  by  peo- 
ple concerned  primarily  with  the 
technical  phases  of  the  new  medium. 

In  an  interview  with  The  Film 
Daily  here,  Wildberg  disclosed  that 
he  has  been  devoting  the  major  por- 
tion of  his  time  during  the  past  nine 
months  to  television,  and  that  his 
first  sponsored  show  would  com- 
mence in  New  York  about  April  1. 
Wildberg  stressed  the  advantage  of 
a  theater  background  in  the  video 
field,  pointing  out  that  the  problems 
met  in  tele  more  closely  parallel 
those  of  the  stage  than  of  radio  or 
film. 


Fay's  Golden  Anniversary 
Will  be  Marked  on  May  5 


Providence,   R.  I.  —  The   ITO   of 

Rhode  Island  will  stage  a  golden  an- 
niversary testimonial  dinner  at  the 
Sheraton-Biltmore  here  on  May  5  for 
Edward  M.  Fay,  with  plans  designed 
to  make  the  affair  national  in  scope. 

Meyer  Stanzler  is  general  chair- 
man. Fred  Greene,  Bijou,  Woon- 
socket,  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  arrangements,  with  Martin  Too 
hey,  Leroy,  Pawtucket,  head  of  the 
invitations  committee.  The  enter- 
tainment committee  is  headed  by  Al- 
bert Clark,  Majestic,  Providence; 
publicity  by  Jack  Carroll,  Fay's  The- 
ater, Providence;  Treasurer,  Chester 
Currie,  Dalton,  Pawtucket,  and  chair- 
man of  the  House  Committee  is  Ted 
Rosenblatt,   Community,   Centerdale. 

An    honorary   national   committee 
will  be  announced  later. 


Flash  Fire  In  Chi.  RKO 
Branch  Injures  One 


Chicago — One  hundred  employees 
fled  the  RKO  Wabash  Ave.  exchange 
here  as  a  result  of  a  flash  film  fire 
in  which  one  employee  was  burned. 
With  the  automatic  sprinkling  sys- 
tem dousing  the  fire,  loss  was  kept 
small.  The  exchange  resumed  func- 
tioning in  short  order. 


COfflinC  and  GOING 


WILLIAM  M.  (BILL)  LEVY,  UA  division  mar 
ager  for  Europe  and  the  Near  East,  plan? 
in  to  New  York  yesterday  following  a  thrci 
and-a-half  month  survey  of  the  company 
operations    in    his   territory. 

STEPHEN  BEKASSY  has  arrived  in  New  Yor 
from  the  Coast  and  will  remain  at  the  Ess: 
House   for   several   weeks. 

HARPO  MARX  will  leave  Hollywood  \  *da 
at  the?  head  of  an  entertainment  l  ■  ^hc' 
will  spend  a  week  visiting  Army  and  v-.erar 
Administration  Hospitals  in  the  Southwest  ur 
der   USO-Camp  Shows  auspices. 

H.  D.  (HANK)  HEARN,  owner  of  Exhibitor 
Service,     Charlotte,    N.     C,     and     MAX    REIN  i 

HARDT,   of   his   office,   arrived   in  New   York  a 
the  week-end. 

DANE  CLARK  planed  back  to  the  Coast  las 
night   from    New   York. 

SOPHIE  ROSENSTEIN,  Warners'  studio  dra 
matic  coach,  has  arrived  in  Stockholm  to  loo 
aver    Swedish    talent. 

ROBERT  MITCHUM  is  due  in  New  York  to 
morrow    from    the    Coast. 

MARNA  KENNEALY,  Irish  beauty  contes 
winner,  has  reached  New  York  on  her  way  ti 
Hollywood   for  an   RKO   Radio  screen   test. 

JOCK  McGREGOR,  manager  of  the  Londoi 
office  of  Showmen's  Trade  Review,  is  due 
New  York  today  for  conferences  with  "Chick' 
Lewis,  and  will  go  on  to  Hollywood  for  a  two 
veek    look-see. 

EDWARD  J.  FONTAINE,  SRO  middle-Atlanti( 
zone  manager,  is  here  for  conferences  with  Mil 
ton   Kusell,   general   sales    manager. 

MIRIAM  HOPKINS  and  her  husband,  RA^ 
BROCK,  New  York  Times  correspondent,  arc 
at  the  Casa  Marina    Hotel,   Key  West,    Fla. 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  M-G-M  producer,  has  ar- 
rived   in    Miami. 

HARRY  LUSTGARDEN,  B.  &  K.  executive,  re- 
turns  to  Chicago  this  week  from  a  Southern 
vacation   trip. 

ELMER  SEDINE,  RKO  home  office  rep.,  is  in 
San    Francisco  on   his   annual   visit. 

DANNY  KAYE  arrived  in  Frisco  today  to  be- 
gin one-week  engagement  at  Golden  Gate  The- 
ater. After  stint  he  will  report  to  Goldwyn 
studios  for  work  on  Technicolor  comedy,  "That's 
Life." 
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Foundation  Okayed 
By  the  Confederacy 


Alexander  City,  Ala.— The  Confed- 
eracy of  Southern  Associations  has 
endorsed  the  Motion  Picture  Founda- 
tion and  also  has  approved  the 
recommendation  of  the  12-man  com- 
mittee on  co-operation  with  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  exhibition  of  docu- 
mentary films,  it  is  announced  by 
President  Mack  Jackson. 

Action  to  this  effect  was  taken  by 
the  Confederacy's  board  at  its  recent 
meeting  in  St.  Augustine,  Fla.,  at 
which  the  directors  additionally 
authorized  counsel  to  initiate  appeal 
action  from  the  denial  of  the  N.  Y. 
Statutory  Court  of  the  Confederacy's 
p-etition  to  intervene  in  the  Gov- 
ernment's equity  suit. 

The  number  of  directors  from  each 
state  represented  in  the  Confederacy 
will  be  doubled,  it  is  also  disclosed 
by  Jackson,  operator  of  the  local 
Jackson  and  Strand. 


Hutchinson  to  Lecture 
At  Television  Workshop 


Thomas  H.  Hutchinson,  veteran 
television  producer,  will  guest  lec- 
ture Feb.  21  to  trainees  of  the  "Tele- 
vision Production  Seminar,"  the 
Television  Workshop's  new  Friday 
evening  course  which  gets  under  way 
Feb.  21  at  8:15  p.m. 

The  "Production  Seminar"  will 
cover  all  phases  of  television  pro- 
gramming, production  and  operation. 
Subsequent  guest  speakers  scheduled 
to  appear  are  Harvey  Marlowe,  ex- 
ecutive producer  ABC  Television 
(Feb.  28);  Peter  Strand,  Television 
Workshop  director-writer  (March  7); 
James  McNaughton,  scenic  designer, 
CBS  Television  (March  14);  John 
Eeed  King,  emcee  "Bristol  Myers 
Party  Line,"  CBS  Television  (March 
21);  Florence  Greene,  casting  direc- 
tor, CBS  Television  (March  28) ;  Jack 
Murphy,  special  events  director  Du- 
Mont  Television,  (April  11);  and 
Lee  Cooley,  Television  Director,  Mc- 
Cann-Erickson  Agency   (Aoril  25). 


More  Re-issues  Than  New 
Pix  Available  in  Chicago 


Chicago  —  Three  more  re-issues 
than  new  pictures  will  be  available 
for  March  booking  in  the  territory, 
according  to  the  compilation  of  pro- 
duct by  Allied  of  Illinois. 

List  shows  31  new  features,  34  re- 
issues, including  one  foreign  film. 


SEflD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIDGS  TO: 


Feb. 

Hugo  Haas 

Sir  Cedric  Hardwicke 

Ann    Savage 

Jack  Kirk 
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Merle   Oberon 

Vladimir    Lissim 

Nat    Fellman 

E.  E.  Kessnick 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


A  Reporter's  Report 

•  •  •  THE  QUESTION  BEFORE  THE  HOUSE:  Has  thai  deal  by 
which  a  group  headed  by  a  top  sales  exec,  acquires  U.  S.-Canadian  re- 
issue rights  to  300  pix  made  by  a  major  company  been  closed? 

And  does  the  contract  call  for  a  $1,500,000  down  payment  against  per- 
centage?   

V  V  ▼ 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Didja  know  that  one  major  company  figures 
its  trade  shows  cost  exactly  S15  a  head,  on  the  basis  of  the  consistently 
slim  attendance?   ...     •   Today's   helpful  hint:   Beware   of  collapsing 

roofs  under  the  weight  of  accumulated  snow  and  ice We're  coming 

into  the  high  wind  period,  when   the  danger   is   accentuated So, 

keep  theater  roofs  and  canopies  cleaned  regularly.  .  .  .  Re-issues  of 
the  Gary  Cooper  pictures,  "The  Westerner"  and  "Adventures  of  Marco 
Polo,"  now  being  distributed  by  Albert  Dezel  Prods.,  gave  Detroit's 
Downtown  Theater  a  new  boxoffice  record.  ...  •  The  most  dangerous 
feature  of  the  measure  extending  the  20  per  cent  Federal  admissions  tax 
is  its  failure  to  include  an  expiration  date Unless  the  industry  sub- 
stitutes action  for  words,  one  of  these  days  it's  liable  to  find  itself  saddled 
with  a  permanent  20  per  cent  levy.  ...  •  Keye  Luke  opens  his  first 
New   York   night    club   engagement    at    the    China   Doll   Monday.    .    .    . 

•  When  Jan  Murray  closes  at  the  Vanity  Fair,  he'll  appear  on  the  New 
York  Paramount's  stage.  ...  •  New  Haven  now  has  a  Motion  Picture 
Council 

▼  ▼  V 

•  •  •  NO  MORE  ELOQUENT  TESTIMONIAL  to  the  part  publicity 
plays  in  the  industry's  scheme  o'  things  has  ever  been  penned  than 
that  which  Edward  G.  Robinson  indited  and  forwarded  to  Tom  Waller, 

UA's  publicity  manager In  New  York  recently,  Robinson  was  kept 

busy  morning,  noon  and  night  by  Waller  on  the  promotional  campaign  for 

"The  Red  House" Acknowledging  the   "wonderful   work"   done  by 

Tom  and  his  staff,  Robinson  wrote:  "It  makes  me  realize  that  while  we 
think  we  put  in  an  awful  lot  of  work  in  production,  it  is  cnly  a  small 
beginning  and  on  what  you  do  with  the  finished  product  depends  the 
success  of  our  efforts" May  Robinson's  tribe  increase  in  Holly- 
wood!  !  ! 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  The  reason  why  John  Grierson,  one-time 
Canadian  Film  Commissioner,  was  refused  permission  to  enter  the  U.S. 
to  reside,  is  because  he  is  not  eligible  under  the  present  quota  laws.  .  .  . 

•  Leo  McCarey  will  produce  three  top-budget  pictures  for  Rainbow  this 
year,  and  in  addition  will  direct  one.  ...  •  Terry  Donoghue,  brother 
of  the  executive  secretary  to  Mayor  O'Dwyer,  has  joined  Vanguard  as 
unit  publicity  man  for  "Portrait  Of  Jennie".  ...  •  ATO  of  Indiana  is 
suggesting  that  its  members  play  the  Warner  two-reeler  "Minstrel  Days" 
a  week  or  two  before  Columbia's  "The  Jolson  Story".  ...  •  The  Nation- 
al Legion  of  Decency  has  withdrawn  its  A-l  classification  for  20th-Fox's 

"13   Rue   Madeleine,"    and   re-classified   it   as   B The   Legion   has 

placed  UA's  "Private  Affairs  of  Bel  Ami"  in  Class  B,  as  well 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  How  come  the  Wilson  bill,  permitting  the 
revocation  of  the  license  of  a  film  where  any  of  its  advertising  is  obscene, 
indecent,  or  immoral,  was  permitted  to  pass  the  State  Assembly  without 

objection  or  debate  and  to  pass  the  Senate  in  the  next  24  hours? 

In  effect,  the  bill  establishes  state  censorship  of  advertising,  and  would 
permit    a    distributor    to   be    penalized    for   an    exhibitor's    offense.    .    .    . 

•  A  doff  of  Phil  M's  chapeau  to  Herman  Morgan,  Indianapolis  film  sales- 
man, who,  through  the  medium  of  addresses  before  civic  groups,  has  been 
doing  a  helluva  public  relations  job  for  the  industry.  » 


Momand  Plans  Quick 
Appeal  from  Decisioi 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
S.    Ryan,    attorney   for   the   form< 
Oklahoma  circuit  operator. 

It  is  understood  that  upon  appea 
Momand  will  claim  that  the  jury 
limiting  the  amount  of  interest  W£ 
confused,  and  that  the  full  il.'t 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  pre^  *De 
by  the  jury  should  be  awarded  to  tr 
date  of  the  verdict. 

Should  the  Circuit  Court  cone-, 
in  this  contention,  and  reverse  tr 
district  court,  the  Momand  verdk 
would  be  increased  approximatel 
$600,000,  it  is  said. 

Ryan,  it  is  reported,  is  aiming  fc 
a  June  argument  of  the  appeal,  be 
whether  it  will  be  possible,  is  ur 
certain.  The  court's  calendar  is  n 
ported  full,  and  it  is  more  likely  tha 
the  Momand  appeal  will  be  heard  i 
the  Fall. 


Koster's  Quest  Fails  to 
Turn  Up  New  Talent 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY] 

Hollywood — Anyone   who   tries  t 
locate   a   brand   new   acting   person' 
ality  for  an  important  star-buildin 
role  may  as  well  expect  to  have  t  j 
dish  out  a  lot  of  heartbreak  to  dis  j 
appointed  hopefuls,  according  to  th' 
philosophical    resignation    of    Henr 
Koster,  who  is  currently  conductin. 
a  search  for  a  new  actress  for  th 
top  feminine  role  in  "The  Time  O 
Your  Life,"  which  he  will  direct  f o  i 
Cagney  Prods. 

Koster  has  "covered"  every  Littl 
Theater  and  other  amateur  perform 
ance  within  driving  distance  of  Hoi 
lywood  for  the  past  six  weeks  with 
out  turning  up  any  exciting  candi 
dates  for  the  role  but  will  continu 
the  search,  since  he  is  convinced  tha 
the  role  can  be  best  and  most  dra 
matically  presented  only  by  ai 
utterly  fresh  personality. 


Bayley  New  Appeal  Censor 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)— J.  G.  Bay 
ley  has  been  appointed  as  Common 
wealth  appeal  censor  in  successioi 
to  W.  S.  Leslie. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Hopkins-Brown 
St.  Petersburg,  Fla. — Mrs.  Jeanetti 
Hopkins  and  Wilford  A.  Brown  wer< 
married  in  the  Mirror  Lake  Christian 
Church.  Brown  is  manager  of  tht 
Capitol. 

Rosak-Adcrms 

Omaha — Barney  Adams,  Columbia 

and  Mary  Ann  Rosak  were  married 

Donnelly-Eloos 

Pittsburgh  —  William  Kloos,  heac 
booker  for  Paramount,  was  marries 
in  San  Diego,  Calif.,  to  Sue  Don- 
nelly, of  Cleveland,  O. 
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Dions  Flay  Green  on 
urisdiclional  Strikes 


s  ington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Congressional  action 
tlawing  jurisdictional  strikes  sp- 
ared a  certainty  yesterday  follow- 
t  a  sharp  exchange  of  words  be- 
een  several  senators  and  William 
ew^vVFL  president. 
Aps^aring  before  Senate  Labor 
immittee,  Green  opposed  legisla- 
•n  banning  such  strikes  and  re- 
diated  previous  endorsement  of 
ch  legislation  proposed  by  Presi- 
nt  Truman. 
The  AFL  head  was  taken  to  task 

committee  members  for  his  "neg- 
ive"  approach  to  the  question, 
nators  cited  several  instances 
lere  jurisdictional  strikes  had  done 
rm,  including  the  Hollywood  strike. 
Green  said  the  AFL  had  been  work- 
g  on  the  question  for  years  and 
d  made  "considerable  progress"  in 
ducing  the  number  of  such  dis- 
ites. 

"Bear  in  mind,"  Senator  Ives,  R., 
Bw  York,  told  Green,  "that  the  pub- 
■.  is  demanding  something  be  done 
id  in  all  probability  something  will 
done  before  this  Congress  gets 
rough." 


ethel  Drive-in  Sued 

or  Royalty  Non-Payment 

Pittsburgh — A  suit  has  been  filed 
.  Federal  Court  here  by  the  Park-In 
heaters,  Inc.,  of  Camden,  N.  J., 
gainst  the  South  Park  Drive-In 
heater,  Inc.,  Bethel  Township,  Pa., 
id  two  of  its  controllers:  George 
Davis  and  Norbert  Stern.  The 
jfendants,  it  is  charged,  have  failed 
>  pay  any  licensing  fees  or  royalties. 
This,  the  suit  contends,  is  viola- 
on  of  a  written  agreement  in  effect 
nee  June  15,  1940.  This  outdoor 
leater  has  been  in  operation  since 
ugust,  1940,  through  the  season 
946,  and  allegedly  has  produced 
ross  receipts  exclusive  of  Federal, 
tate  and  local  amusement  taxes 
hich  should  bring  more  than  $3000 
i  license  fees  or  royalties.  The  de- 
?ndants  are  accused  of  not  furnish- 
ag  a  true  written  account  of  its 
aily  gross  receipts  as  is  said  to  be 
^quired  by  the  agreement,  which 
jllegedly  provides  5  per  cent  of  the 
'toss  receipts  to  the  licensor. 


SICK  LIST 


WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  20th-Fox  Cen- 

al  sales  manager,  is  convalescing  at  the 
ahler  Hotel  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  follow- 
ig  a  recent  operation  at  the  Mayo  Clinic. 
le  will  remain  at  the  hotel  until  Saturday. 

GEORGE  C.  KERASOTES  was  operated 
•  for  appendicitis  at  St.  Joseph  Hospital, 
pringfield,  III. 

RAYMOND  POWERS,  head  booker  and 
ffice  manager  at  Warner  Brothers'  Albany 
xchange,  is  recuperating  at  home  from 
ijuries  suffered  in  an  automobile  accident. 


Col.  Execs  Drew  $890,432 

Jack  Co/in  Pact  Has  Cancellation  Rights 


Remuneration  paid  Columbia  direc- 
tors and  officers  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30  totaled  $890,4321.50, 
including  expense  allowances  of  $42,- 
608.33,  ic  is  revealed  in  the  notice  of 
a  stockholders  meeting  to  be  held  on 
March  11.  Total  exceeded  by  $8,152.- 
50  the  amount  paid  officers  and  direc- 
tors in  the  prior  year. 

Notice  stated  that  Harry  Cohn, 
president  of  Columbia,  received  $223,- 
600  during  the  year,  while  Jack  Cohn, 
executive  vice-president,  was  paid 
$130,000.  A.  Schneider,  vice-president 
and  treasurer  drew  $92, 51b. 67,  and 
Leo  M.  Blancke,  director,  received 
$6,000. 

Other  Exec.  Salaries 

Remuneration  of  other  officers  and 
directors  and  executives  who  were 
paid  more  than  $20,000  during  the 
fiscal  year  include:  N.  B.  Spingold, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  advertis- 
ing-publicity, $89,845.83;  Louis  J. 
Barbano,   vice-president,    $41,383.33; 

A.  Montague,  vice  -  president  in 
charge  of  domestic  sales,  $81,000;  B. 

B.  Kahane,  vice-president,  $76,791.- 
67;  Joseph  A.  McConville,  vice-pres- 
ident, $69,275;  Mortimer  Wormser, 
assistant  treasurer,  $26,830;  Leo 
Jaffe,  assistant  treasurer,  $24,560, 
and  Donald  S.  Stralem,  director, 
$4,500.  Charles  Schwartz,  secretary, 
and  David  Fogelson,  assistant  secre- 
tary, received  no  direct  remuneration 
but  the  firm  of  Schwartz  &  Frohlich, 
of  which  they  are  partners,  received 
$77,600  for  legal  services. 

Meeting  notice  pointed  out  that 
Harry  and  Jack  Cohn,  considered  to- 
gether, have  the  right  to  vote-  ap- 
proximately 35.62  per  cent  of  the 
622,782  shares  of  Columbia  common 
outstanding.  Harry  Cohn  held  135,- 
734  shares  as  of  Nov.  30,  1946  and 
can  also  vote  8,373  shares  owned  by 
two  trusts  in  the  assets  of  which 
he  has  a  contingent  future  interest, 
in  addition  to  2,248  shares  owned  by 
Joan  Perry  Cohn  and  200  shares 
owned  by  John  Perry  Cohn. 
Jack  Cohn  Holds  49,301 

Jack  Cohn's  holdings  on  Nov.  30 
totalled  49,301  shares  and  he  can  also 
vote  26,653  shares  as  trustee  of 
trusts,  and  3,171  shares  owned  by 
Jeanette  Cohn,  330  shares  owned  by 
Joseph  Curtis,  3,416  shares  owned  by 
Robert  Cohn  and  768  shares  owned 
by  Ralph  Cohn. 

Holdings  of  other  management 
nominees  for  directorships  were 
stated  as  follows:  Schneider,  12,974 
shares;  Leo  M.  Blancke,  none;  Spin- 
gold,  16,039;  Montague,  8,919,  and 
Donald  S.  Stralem,  945  shares. 

Agenda  for  the  meeting  includes 
action  on  contracts  covering  services 
of  Jack  Cohn  and  Montague  and 
option  agreements  with  Montague, 
Kahane,  Lester  W.  Roth,  Irving  Bris- 
kin  and  Gerald  Rackett.  Cohn's  con- 
tract last  expired  on  June  30,  1945 
and  he  has  been  receiving  the  same 
compensation  and  expense  allow- 
ances as  in  the  last  contract,  except 
that  the  expense  allowance  was  in- 
creased to  $300  a  week  as  of  Jan.  1, 


this  year.  Proposed  new  contract  is 
a  seven  year  pact  at  a  weekly  salary 
of  $2,500  and  weekly  expense  allow- 
ance of  $300.  Management  would 
have  the  right  to  terminate  Cohn's 
employment  in  the  event  that  he  is 
prevented  from  rendering  any  serv- 
ices for  a  period  of  six  consecutive 
months.  On  the  other  hand  Cohn 
would  have  the  right  to  change  the 
nature  of  his  services  and  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  time  he  devotes  to  the 
company  at  any  time  after  Dec.  31, 
194s,  with  the  approval  of  the  board, 
or  at  any  time  after  Dec.  31,  1949, 
without  the  approval  of  the  board,  or 
at  any  time  during  the  period  of  the 
agreement  if  he  becomes  so  inca- 
pacitated that  he  cannot  render  full 
time  services  for  four  consecutive 
months  and,  in  his  doctor's  opinion, 
such  incapacity  makes  it  inadvisable 
for  him  to  render  full  time  services. 
In  any  such  event  Cohn  would  render 
advisory  services  to  the  company  for 
a  stated  period  of  time  and  nis  com- 
pensation and  expense  allowance 
would  be  reduced  by  one  half.  Cohn 
would  not  be  permitted  to  actively 
engage  in  production  or  distribution 
of  motion  pictures  except  to  Colum- 
bia. 

Montague's   New    Deal 

Contract  with  Montague  is  a  seven 
year  pact  from  June  10,  1946,  calling 
for  a  weekly  salary  of  $2,500  and  an 
option  to  purchase  10,000  shares  of 
common  stock.  Stockholders  will  be 
asked  to  approve  an  option  on  10,000 
shares  of  common  granted  by  the 
board  when  a  five-year  contract  was 
given  Kahane  as  of  Oct.  14,  1946. 
Roth's  option  for  5,000  shares  was 
part  of  an  employment  contract  as 
a  studio  executive  granted  as  of  Jan. 
2,  1947,  while  Briskin's  is  for  3,500 
shares  given  when  he  signed  a  new 
producer  pact  as  of  Oct.  14,  1946. 
Rackett,  a  former  v-p  and  assistant 
general  manager  of  Technicolor,  was 
signed  as  general  laboratory  super- 
visor for  Columbia,  as  of  Jan.  2,  1947 
and  would  be  given  an  option  for 
1,000  shares  of  common  stock. 

Option  holders  will  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  profit  from  any  inci'ease  in 
the  market  price  of  the  common  over 
and  above  the  option  price  of  $27.50 
per  share  ($32  in  the  case  of  Monta- 
gue's option).  Net  proceeds  received 
by  the  company  upon  the  exercise  of 
options  would  be  used  as  additional 
working  capital. 

Notice  points  out  that  stock- 
holders' approval  of  the  Cohn  and 
Montague  contracts  is  not  required 
under  the  cornoration's  charter  and 
by-laws  but  that  the  board  author- 
ized them  subject  to  such  approval. 
If  contracts  and  options  granted  are 
not  approved  they  will  be  cancelled 
as  will  the  contracts  signed  with 
Kahane,  Roth,  Briskin  and  Rackett. 
"The  exact  consequence  of  any  such 
cancellation  and  termination  cannot 
now  be  stated,"  the  notice  reads, 
"and  if  mutually  satisfactory  em- 
ployment contracts  are  not  ulti- 
mately entered  into,  injury  may  re- 
sult to  the  Corporation." 


Cohn  Predicts  Boom 
In  S.  A,  Film  Trade 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
representatives  of  the  local  film  in- 
dustry. He  noted  that  theater  repair 
and  contraction,  curtailed  during  the 
war,  have  resumed  on  a  large  scale. 
Cohn  also  looked  for  increased 
grosses  by  U.  S.  film  in  the  South 
American  territory.  He  predicted 
this  year  would  see  business  out- 
grossing  previous  years.  Audiences, 
Cohn  learned,  prefer  sub-titled  films 
to  the  dubbed  variety. 

Cohn  visited  Puerto  Rico,  Trinidad, 
Uruguay,  Chile,  Peru,  Panama,  Bra- 
zil and  Argentina.  He  looked  in  on 
conventions  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  and 
Buenos  Aires. 


"Adv.  Censorship"  Bill 
Now  Before  Gov.  Dewey 

(Continued  from  Page  I) 
vertising  thereof.    The  law  presently 
gives  right  to  refuse  issuance  of  li- 
cense for  this  cause. 

Introduction  of  bill  came  after 
"The  Outlaw"  film  advertising  pub- 
lished without  the  state  had  been 
circulated  in  magazines  in  this  state. 
The  bill  was  introduced  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  State  Board  of  Re- 
gents who  requested  this  additional 
power. 

New  York  City  licensing  authori- 
ties had  asked  the  Regents  to  re- 
voke "The  Outlaw"  license,  which  the 
Regents  refused  for  lack  of  power. 


Harry  Shreiber  Elected 
By  Cleveland  Variety 

Cleveland  —  Harry  Shreiber  has 
been  unanimously  elected  chief  bar- 
ker of  the  Cleveland  Variety  Club. 
Other  officers  named:  first  assistant, 
Harold  Raives,  Schine  Ohio  district 
manager;  second  assistant,  Al  Kolitz, 
RKO  branch  manager;  treasurer,  I. 
J.  Schmertz,  20th-Fox  branch  man- 
ager; secretary,  E.  Stutz,  manager 
Circle   Theater. 


Omaha  Elects  Hannon 

Omaha  —  The  1947  Variety  Club 
chief  barker  is  Frank  Hannon,  War- 
ners branch  manager.  He  replaces 
William  Miskell. 

Other  officers  include:  Jack  Renfro, 
first  assistant;  Donald  Shane,  second 
assistant;  Gene  Blazer,  secretary; 
and  Meyer  Stern,  treasurer. 


f  EflimE  TOUCH 


JEAN    RUSHING,   stenographer,    RKO,    Omaha. 

SYLVIA  PETERSON,  office  clerk  at  M-G-M, 
Minneapolis. 

PHYLLIS  BLUM,  Eastern  story  editor.  Enter- 
prise   Prods. 

PATRECE  SNYDER,  radio  manager,  Eagle-Lion 
Films. 

TWYLLA  WELLS,  from  booker  stenographer  at 
Universal,  Des  Moines,  to  Kansas  City,  as 
secretary  of  Ed  Heiber,  Universal  district 
manager. 


Wednesday,  February  19,  Y. 


Set  Committees  for 
Sreek  Orphans  Drive 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
by  the  general  committee  of  which 
Jack  Cohn,  Ned  Depinet  and  S.  H. 
Fabian  are  co-chairmen.  The  indus- 
try's plans  to  launch  "$80-clubs," 
each  of  which  will  save  the  life  of 
one  of  the  world's  neediest  orphans, 
with  the  rescue  of  15,000  children  as 
its  goal.  The  drive  is  sponsored  in 
honor  of  Spyros  Skouras  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  many  humanitarian  ef- 
forts. 

Harry  Kalmine  is  national  treas- 
urer; Al  Litchman,  Hollywood  chair- 
man; Sol  Schwartz,  home  office  chair- 
man, and  Sam  Shain,  assistant  chair- 
man. 

National  committees  announced 
yesterday  embrace: 

Executive — Harry  Brandt,  Ted  R.  Gamble, 
Jack  Kirseh,  Herman  Levy,  R.  H.  Poole, 
Richard  F.  Walsh,  Fred  Wehrenberg,  Paul 
Williams; 

Distributors  —  Tom  Connors,  chairman ; 
George  Dembow,  Morey  Goldstein,  James  R. 
Grainger,  Ben  Kalmenson,  William  Kupper, 
Robert  Mochrie,  Abe  Montague,  Charles 
Reagan,  William  F.  Rodgers,  William  A. 
Scully,   Harry  Thomas,  Joseph  Unger; 

Co-Ordinators — Robert  W.  Coyne,  Edward 
L.  Fabian,  J.  Edward  Shugrue; 

Publicity — S.  Barret  MeCormick,  Ben  Ser- 
kowich ; 

Exchange  area  chairmen  named  are: 

Albany — Neil  Hellman,  C.  J.  Latta,  Edwin 
Ruff,  Louis  Schine;  Atlanta — Fred  R.  Dod- 
son,  R.  B.  Wilby,  Mitchell  Wolf  son;  Boston — 
Sam  Pinanski,  I.  H.  Rogovin,  Nathan  Ya- 
mins;  Buffalo — Merritt  Kyser,  Elmer  Lux. 
Vincent  McFaul;  Charlotte) — J.  V.  Frew,  H. 
F.  Kineey,  Ben  Strozier; 

^Chicago — John  Balaban,  James  E.  Coston, 
Jack  Kirseh,  Arthur  Sehoenstadt,  Edwin 
Silverman,  J.  H.  Stevens,  Ed  Zorn;  Cincin- 
nati— E.  R.  Custer,  Jack  Finberg,  Sol  Hy- 
man,  Maurice  White,  P.  J.  Wood;  Cleveland 
— Myer  Fine,  John  D.  Kalafat,  Milt  Mooney, 
I.  J.  Schmertz,  Martin  Smith; 

Dallas — Col.  H.  A.  Cole,  R.  J.  O'Donnell, 
Henry  Reeve,  Sol.  M.  Sachs;  Delaware — A. 
Joseph  De  Fiore;  Denver — V.  J.  Dugan,  R.  J. 
Garland,  John  M.  Wolf  berg;  Des  Moines — 
Myron  Blank,  Paul  Webster,  Leo  Wolcott; 
Detroit — Ray  Branch,  Dave  Idzal,  Edward 
Hochstin,  Earl  Hudson,  James  F.  Sharkey; 

Indianapolis — Ken  Collins,  W.  Guy  Craig; 
Kentucky — Sam  Switow;  Kansas  City — Rich- 
ard Biechele,  Elmer  Bills,  Russel  C.  Borg, 
Doc  Cook,  Elmer  C.  Rhoden;  Los  Angeles — 
Clyde  W.  Eckhardt,  R.  H.  Poole,  Charles 
Skouras; 

Memphis — Louis  Ingram,  Ed  Sapinsley; 
Milwaukee — William  Ainsworth,  Harold  Fitz- 
gerald, J.  R.  Neger;  Minneapolis — Ben  Ber- 
ger,  L.  J.  Miller;  New  Haven — Henry  Ger- 
maine,  I.  J.  Hoffman,  Herman  Levy;  New 
Orleans — Luke   Connor,   E.   V.   Richards.   Jr.; 


2,000,000  To  See  Free 
Harvester  Shows 

Chicago  —  Total  of  2,000  free 
shows,  combining  live  talent  and  In- 
ternational Harvester  Company's  16 
mm.  film,  "County  Fair,"  are  planned 
before  April  1,  R.  S.  Williams,  direc- 
tor of  dealer  services,  revealed.  Wil- 
liams estimated  that  about  2,000,- 
000  people  will  see  the  shows  be- 
fore the  season  closes. 

More  than  300  performers  will  be 
required  for  the  unit  family  shows, 
with  talent  booked  through  IHC 
regional  offices.  Projectors  and 
prints  are  supplied  by  International, 
while  costs  of  the  shows  are  divided 
between  the  company  and  its  dis- 
tributors. 


MPA  GETS  'PLAINT;  SPECS  UNFUNNY 

Mrs.  Ettinger  States  Case  for  Eyeglass 
Wearers  in  Letter  to  Johnston 


The  film  business  is  an  industry  of 
trends. 

If  it's  not  ODTAA*  it's  something 
else  again. 

The  film  is  also  a  target.  That's 
not  news.  It  has  been  one  ever  since 
people  sat  still  long  enough  to  view  a 
flicker. 

If  the  various  trends  and  fancies 
originated  by  the  film  could  be 
stacked  neatly  they  would  reach 
from  here  to  there  and  back  again. 

And  now,  after  20  or  30  years  of 
Harold  Lloyd  whose  spectacles  have 
been  his  trademark,  comes  a  blast 
from  Mrs.  Leila  Rieard  Ettinger,  di- 
rector of  the  Optical  Membership 
Plan. 

In  a  letter  to  Eric  A.  Johnston, 
president  of  MPA,  Mrs.  Ettinger 
,vants  him  to  do  something  about  the 
iack  of  taste  certain  recent  films 
have  shown  in  the  matter  of  utilizing 
eyeglasses  for  comedy  effect. 


"Our  investigations  show,"  Mrs. 
Ettinger's  letter  states,  "that  such 
sequences,  besides  constituting  gra- 
tuitous insults  to  those  members  of 
theater  audiences  whose  optical  de- 
fects compel  them  to  view  produc- 
tions through  eyeglasses,  tend  to 
dissuade  impressionable  teen-agers 
as  well  as  others  from  wearing  the 
glasses  they  need  for  eye  comfort 
and  personal  safety." 

"Surely  the  creative  comedy  tal- 
ents of  the  vast  motion  picture  in- 
dustry need  never  become  so  thread- 
bare as  to  be  reduced  to  poking  fun 
at  those  who,  but  for  the  aid  of 
medical  and  optical  science,  would 
be  condemned  to  a  half-seeing  life 
of  discomfort  and  physical  danger." 

"American  designers  have  pro- 
duced optical  frames  which  make  eye- 
glasses a  fashionable  costume  acces- 
sory, so  that  today,  better  vision  and 
good  fashion  may  go  hand  in  hand." 


One  damn  thing  after  another. 


asiman  is  Planning 
British  Expansion 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
labs  are  having  a  very  tough  time.... 
So  far,  they've  just  about  been  able 
to  keep  their  heads  above  water.  .  .  . 
No  color  film  has  been  made  in 
France.  .  .  .  Czechoslovakia  is  get- 
ting a  dribble  of  film  from  France 
which  uses  up  most  of  film  made 
there.  ...  In  England,  Government 
regulation  requires  us  to  export  a 
certain  amount  of  raw  stock.  .  .  . 
We  do;  to  India.  .  .  ." 

Plant  at  Vincennes,  near  Paris, 
Curtis  said,  was  now  turning  out 
much  more  film  than  before  the  war. 


New  York — Ben  Abner,  Max  A.  Cohen, 
Ralph  Pielow,  Sam  Rinzler,  Fred  Schwartz, 
Joseph  R.  Vogel ;  Northern  New  Jersey — 
Adam  Adams,  Frank  Damis;  Oklahoma  City 
— L.  C.  Griffith,  Morris  Loewenstein,  C.  H. 
Weaver;  Omaha — Howard  Brookings,  F.  J. 
Hannon,  Wm.  Miskell; 

Philadelphia — Jay  Emanuel,  L.  Formato, 
Lewen  Pizor,  Ted  Schlanger;  Pittsburgh — 
Morris  Finkel,  John  H.  Harris,  M.  E.  Lefko, 
Mike  Manos,  John  Notopoulos,  Moe  Silver, 
Bert  Stearn;  Portland — Willard  Gamble,  Rob- 
ert White,  R.  O.  Wilson;  Rhode  Island — Ed 
Fay; 

St.  Louis — Harry  C.  Arthur,  Harry  Hynes, 
Fred  Wehrenberg;  Salt  Lake  City — Tracy  Bar- 
ham,  Clyde  Blasius,  Sam  L.  Gillette;  San 
Francisco — H.  Neal  East,  George  Nasser, 
Richard  Spier;  Seattle — E.  A.  Lamb,  Frank 
Newman,  Vete  Stewart;  Washington — John 
Allen,  Carter  Barron,  W.  F.  Crockett,  Fred 
Kogod,  Sidney  Lust,  John  J.  Payette. 


John  A.  Saxon  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Alhambra,  Calif.— John  A.  Saxon, 
61,  prolific  writer  of  mysteries  and 
westerns,  died  here  of  a  heart  at- 
tack. When  the  industry  was  still  in 
swaddling  clothes,  Saxon  wrote  many 
a  script  for  De  Mille,  Griffith  and 
other  pioneer  producer-directors. 


Wembley  Rebuilding 
Waits  on  Brit.  Okay 


20th-Fox  is  ready  to  spend  as  much 
as  £1,000,000  on  rebuilding  and  re- 
equipping  bomb-shattered  Wembley 
Studio,  Murray  Silverstone,  com- 
pany's veepee  confirmed  yesterday 
when  he  returned  on  the  liner  Queen 
Elizabeth.  Such  a  high  appropria- 
tion, Silverstone  pointed  out,  must 
get  Governmental  okay  which  is  not 
easy,  and  the  20th-Fox  application  is 
still  before  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Wembley  was  originally  built  by 
20th-Fox  for  British  super-pix.  Stu- 
dio was  taken  over  by  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  war. 

Silverstone  disclosed  that  Marcel 
Hellman  had  been  signed  to  a  new 
deal  calling  for  the  production  of 
two  British  pix,  and  that  regardless 
of  quota  provisions,  it  was  the  20th- 
Fox  intention  of  making  big  pictures 
in  Britain. 

Power  shortage  in  England  has 
harmed  business  more  than  is  ap- 
parent, Silverstone  said.  Power  is 
shut  off  from  nine  to  noon;  from  two 
to  four  in  the  afternoon.  Theaters, 
then,  don't  open  until  four  p.m.  Sil- 
verstone said  his  trip  was  really  a 
general  survey  of  conditions,  noth- 
ing more. 


SG  to  Release  Fortune  Pix 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Fortune  Films,  newly 
organized  producing  company  headed 
by  Bert  M.  Stearn,  Screen  Guild 
franchise  holder  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
Harry  Handel,  Pittsburgh  exhibitor, 
will  release  from  one  to  three  pix 
annually  through  Screen  Guild  Pro- 
ductions. Maurice  Conn  will  be  in 
charge  of  production. 


Competitive  Bidding 
Not  for  Eagle-Lion 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tary  adoption  of  such  policy  by 
E-L  sales  department  desirable. 
The  E-L  prexy  also  announce 
distribution  plans  for  the  Weslj 
ern  hemisphere  Which  is  tv^r 
ritory  assigned  to  E-L  under  th 
deal   with  J.  Arthur   Rank, 
program  for  the  setting  up  o| 
21  exchanges  in  Latin  Americ 
will  get  under  way  in  April  un 
der  the  direction  of  Sam  Seidel 
man,  PRC  foreign  head,  now 
China.     Locales  for  the  first  o  | 
these   outlets   will   be   in   Cuba 
Mexico,  Panama,  Brazil,  Arger 
tine  and  Chile. 
A   deal    has    just   been    conclui 
with  International  Film  Distribut: 
Ltd.,  for  the  handling  of  E-L  prod 
in  Canada. 

Krim  said  that  seven  E-L  prod 
tions  would  be  completed  by  the  e 
of  April.  The  seven,  all  made 
Hollywood,  are  "It's  a  Joke,  So 
"Lost  Honeymoon,"  "Repeat  P 
formance,"  "Love  From  a  Strange 
"Out  of  the  Blue,"  "Captain  Ca 
nova"  and  "Clementine." 

"Lost  Honeymoon"  will  be  1 
first  E-L  pic  delivered  to  Rank 
England  under  terms  of  the  deal 
which  both  parties  promise  betw« 
five  and  10  pictures  in  1947. 

Only  deal  consummated  with 
indie  producer  thus  far,  accordi 
to  Krim,  is  pact  by  which  Produci 
Artists,  Inc.,  will  deliver  two  ] 
this  year.  "Prelude  to  Night"  is  1 
first  of  the  duo. 

Asked  his  opinion  on  the  currc 
state  of  the  boxoffice,  the  E-L  he 
stated  that  the  public  was  shoppi 
for  high  quality  product  and  pa 
ing  up  the  bad  ones.  "But  if  y 
have  good  pictures,  you  can  still 
the  kind  oi  business  that  has  be 
done  in  the  past  few  years,"  he  cc 
eluded. 

Krim  plans  a  trip  to  London  tl 
summer  after  the  expected  Spri 
visit  to  the  U.  S.  by  J.  Arthur  Rai 

Lucius  Henderson  Dies 

Lucius  J.  Henderson,  86,  form; 
actor,  producer  and  film  direct< 
who  retired  after  50  years  in  she 
business,  died  yesterday  at  his  hor 
here  after  a  long  illness.  He  help, 
discover  many  film  stars,  includii 
Rudolph  Valentino  and  Clive  Bro4 
He  also  figured  in  many  Broadw; 
legits.  Funeral  services  will  be  he 
at  112  W.  72nd  St.  on  Friday  noo 


STORK  REPORTS! 


Elaine  Beth  Horowitz  was  bo; 
to  Jerry  and  Mrs.  Horowitz.  Dade 
is  in  Para's  N.  Y.  exchange. 


Minneapolis — Gene  Spatz,  book' 
at  Paramount,  is  the  father  of  a  bo 
Baby  has  been  named  Terry  Lynn. 


ndnesday,  February  19,  1947 
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(ouras  Emphasizes 
mger  Playing  Time 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fee,"  "Forever  Amber,"  "The  Snake 
L"  "Captain  From  Castile,"  "Brit- 
jia  Mews,"  "The  Dark  Wood," 
iudda  Hoo,  Scudda  Hay  "  "Gentle- 
jn's-^Agreement,"  "Not  So  Long 
o'^jid   the   most   recent   "Lydia 

Outdoor  color  pix  will  include 
)b,  Son  of  Battle"  and  "Green 
|ass  of  Wyoming,"  Skouras  said, 
ile  factual  dramas  will  number 
oomerang,"  "Call  Northside  777," 
|  be  filmed  in  Chicago,  and  "The 
lis  of  Death,"  to  be  shot  on  actual 
nhattan  locations. 
;\.mong  other  pictures  which 
^uras  outlined  were:  "Carnival  in 
;ta  Rica,"  "The  Brasher  Doub- 
n,"  "Homestretch,"  "The  Ghost 
I  Mrs.  Muir,"  "Miracle  on  34th 
■•eet,"  "Moss  Rose,"  "Nightmare 
iey,"  "I  Wonder  Who's  Kissing 
>r  Now,"  "The  Foxes  of  Harrow," 
other  Wore  Tights"  and  "Forever 
laber." 

Skouras,  reiterating  20th-Fox 
>olicy  of  conforming  to  the  spirit 
>s  well  as  the  letter  of  the  Statu- 
tory   Court's    new    decree    and 
ailed  on  all  the  members  of  the 
listribution   department   to   fol- 
low out   this   policy   "with   dili- 
gence and  consideration." 
Members     of    his     department, 
iarles    L.    Schlaifer,    chief    of    the 
h-Fox    ad  -  publicity  -  exploitation 
Oartment,  told  the  convention,  will 
-de  individual  field  trips   to   meet 
i  talk  with  exhibitors  on  exoloita- 
p  aspects  of  new  films.   New  films 
1  be  sold  on  their  merit,  Schlaifer 
led.    He  pointed  out  overall  cam- 
gns    will    not    be    used    but   each 
dture  will  be   given  special  hand- 

Schlaifer    reported    on    the    com- 

hy's  current  campaign  and  plans 

j  "The    Late    George    Apley"    and 

arnival  in  Costa  Rica,"  both  forth- 

ning.     He    also    stressed    the    im- 

rtance.of  concentrated  exploitation 

trk    along    sales    and    advertising 

,es  in  key  city  openings. 

German  Wobber,  Western  division 

es    manager,    explained   plans    to 

\;nch    the     "Alexander's     Ragtime 

jind"  re-issue  with  a  complete  new 

Jtapaign. 

i  Andy  Smith  spoke  on  specialized 


Little  Headlines: 


SIMON  B.  SCHIFFRIN,  formerly  affiliated  with  Loew's  International,  was  recently 
made  Chevalier  of  the  Legicn  of  Honor  by  the  French  Government.  Schiffrin  served  with 
the  film  division  of  the  ministry  of  information  during  the  war.  He  was  also  liaison  of- 
ficer for  General  Charles  DeGaulle  in  June,  1944. 

• 
CINEMA    LODGE,    B'nai    B'rith,  will    pay   tribute    to   Dorothy    Kilgallen    for    her  out- 
standing  work   in    prom:ting   brotherhood   and   understanding    amongst   all    races,    colors 
and   creeds,    at   the    Hotel   Astor,   next  Tuesday    night   with   Jim    Farley    presenting   the 
Cinema  "Honor  Scroll"  to  the  columnist  and  radio  artist. 

• 
PAUL  FINO,    Bronx   Republican,   has  introduced   bill    in   the   State   Senate   at    Albany 
making  it  a  misdemeanor  to  exclude  from  place  of  public  accommodation,  including  film 
theaters,  any  sightless  person  accompanied  by  seeing-eye  dog. 

• 
METRO  NEWS,  M-G-M's  international   newsreel   for  distribution   outside  the    United 
States  and  Canada,  has  been  admitted   to   membership  in   the   Newsreel  Association  of 
Great  Britain  and   Ireland,   it  was  announced  yesterday   by  Gecrge  Muchnic,  vice-presi- 
dent of  Loew's  Int'l.  Metro  News  has  just  opened  a  Paris  office. 

• 
L.  C.  WILLIS.  Kentucky  State  Industrial  Relations  Commissioner,  has  refused  to 
issue  blanket  exemptions  to  the  new  minimum  wage  regulations  for  women  and  minors. 
The  exemption  was  requested  by  theaters  and  drug  store  operators.  Guthrie  Crowe, 
KAMPO  president,  asked  the  Commissioner  to  hold  that  earning  capacity  of  girls  and 
boys  over  16  and  under  18  is  impaired  by  their  age  and  to  issue  blanket  permits  for 
them. 

• 
FOLLOWING  LENGTHY  DEBATE,  the  Wisconsin  Senate,  by  voice  vote,  sent  a  joint 
resolution  to  the  Assembly  that  wculd  put  to  a  state-wide  referendum  at  April   1   elec- 
tion,  the   problem  of  whether  the  legislature  should   permit  daylight  saving  time   from 
late  April  to  September  inclusive. 

• 
HAROLD  J.    FITZGERALD,   Fox-Wisconsin    president,  has   been    re-elected    president 
of  the   1948  Corporation,  composed   cf  prominent   Milwaukee  industrialists  and  business 
men  working  on  modernization  and  improvement  of  housing  and  civic  projects. 

• 
RICHARD  DE  ROCHEMONT,  producer  of  The  March  Of  Time,  will  address  the  Ad- 
vertising  Club  of   New  Yrrk  at  a   luncheon   today   on   "The   Future   of   the   Advertising 
Film."  Station  WINS  will  rebroadcast  a  recording  of  the  talk  tonight  at  8. 

• 
"RADIO,  TAKE  IT  AWAY!",  a   Paramount  Pacemaker  short,  hits  the   Feb.   24  issue 
of  Life  Magazine  with  a  four-page  spread.  It's  the  first  "break"  for  a  theatrical  short  in 
Life.  Credit  the  planting  to  Paramount's  D.  John  Phillips. 


Tele  Costs  10  Times 
Radio's,  CBC's  View 

Montreal— G.  W.  Olive,  chief  en- 
gineer for  the  Canadian  Broadcast- 
ing Corporation,  discussing  Canada's 
television  prospects,  stated  that  it  is 
estimated  that  the  cost  of  national 
video  service  will  be  at  least  10  times 
that  of  sound  broadcasting. 

If  this  were  so,  Olive  said,  then 
the  total  annual  dollar  volume  of 
radio  advertising  business  might 
need  to  be  over  $100,000,000  and 
CBC's  annual  revenue  more  than 
$50,000,000  instead  of  about  $6,000,- 
000  as  at  present.  Even  this  would 
not  cover  the  cost  of  television,  it 
was  pointed  out;  in  addition,  an  an- 
nual license  fee  probably  consider- 
ably in  excess  of  that  charged  for 
sound  broadcasting  will  be  needed. 

Olive  also  called  attention  to  the 
wide  area  covered  by  Canada's  small 
population  as  another  obstacle  to 
Dominion  television,  stating  that  at 
this  stage  a  national  video  network 
is  simply  wishful  thinking.  Olive  es- 
timated that  it  would  be  10  to  15 
years  before  such  a  service  is  feas- 
ible, a  prediction  based  upon  an  in- 
crease in  Canada's  population  from 
11,500,000  to  20,000,000. 


Pickets  Like  Movies 

Carlsbad,  N.  M.  —  Members  of 
picket  lines  in  front  of  four  local 
theaters  apparently  like  their  shows 
as  well  as  anyone  else. 

Employes  of  one  of  the  picketed 
shows  reported  that  two  of  the 
pickets  attended  a  screening  dur- 
ing their  "shift"  on  the  picket  line. 
In  addition,  theater  employes  said, 
members  of  one  striker's  family 
went  to  the  show  while  union  pro- 
jection machine  operators  marched 
in  front  of  the  theater  in  the  picket 
line. 


Goodman  Sees  Industry 
Taking  Over  In  Germany 

(Continued  from  Page  T) 
Goodman    to    America    aboard    the 
S.  S.  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Goodman  resigned  his  post  several 
months  ago  after  having  been  with 
MPEA  since  'September,  1945.  He 
said  he  could  not  make  any  an- 
nouncement at  the  moment  on  his 
future  plans. 

The  Goodmans  are  staying  at  the 
Savoy-Plaza. 


sales   plans.    In  the   shorts   division 
Richard    de    Rochemont    and    Paul 
Terry  listed  the  March  of  Time  and 
Terry  Toon  lineups,  respectively. 
Henderson  on  Biz  Outlook 

Donald  A.  Henderson,  treasurer, 
spoke  on  the  business  outlook  for 
1947. 

Jason  S.  Joy,  studio  director  of 
public  relations,  was  a  visitor  to  the 
convention  as  was  Anthony  Muto, 
20th-Fox's  Washington  rep.  The  con- 
ference also  was  attended  yesterday 
by  the  following  members  of 
Schlaifer's  department:  Jules  Fields, 
Christy  Wilbert,  Jonas  Rosenfield, 
Rodney  Bush,  Irving  Kahn,  Sid  Blu- 
menstock,  Stirling  Silliphant,  Eddie 
Solomon,  Earl  Wingart,  Abe  Good- 
man and  George  Generalis,  plus  Al 
Kayton  and  Morris  Kinzler  of  the 
Kayton-Spiero  Agency. 


Eastman  Places  Common 
On  $7  Annual  Div.  Basis 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
The  regular  $1.50  dividend  on  the  6 
per  cent  preferred  also  was  declared. 

This  action  places  the  common 
stock  on  a  $7  annual  basis  as  con- 
trasted with  $6  previously.  In  1946 
the  company  declared  four  quarterly 
dividends  of  $1.50  each  with  an  extra 
of  $1  in  the  final  quarter. 

Elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
were  Adolph  Suber,  vice-president, 
and  Marion  B.  Folsom,  treasurer. 
Stuber  succeeds  Herman  C.  Sievers, 
former  vice-chairman  of  the  board, 
while  Folsom  succeeds  Frank  W. 
Lovejoy,   formerly   chairman. 


Special  Newsreel  Pickup 

Cleveland,  O.— L.  C.  Gross  of  Cen- 
tral Shipping  Terminal  on  Monday 
inaugurated  a  pick-up  and  delivery 
service  to  the  airport.  This  is  the 
only  local  film  delivery  service  in- 
augurating this  special  service,  to 
handle  newsreels  which  are  sent  air 
mail  regularly. 


PRODUCTION 

DISTRIBUTION 

EXHIBITION 


Gradwell  Sears  Calls  on 
UA  for  Sales  Waivers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
UA  producers  to  cover  period  during 
which  Supreme  Court  is  to  act  on 
UA's  appeal  from  decree.  Sears  said 
that  despite  his  request  UA  pro- 
ducers would  continue  to  have  au- 
thority to  pass  on  exhibition  con- 
tracts. 


AMPTO  Meets  Friday 

Pittsburgh— The  AMPTO  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  will  hold  a  mem- 
bership meeting  Friday  noon  in  the 
William  Penn  Hotel  here. 
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WB  Second  Quarter 
Profits  Show  Dip 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
proxy,  Samuel  Carlisle,  Stanleigh  P. 
Friedman  and  Charles  S.  Guggen- 
heimer  each  received  5,080,130  votes. 
Samuel  Schneider  5,080,214,  and 
Morris  Wolf,  5,080,538. 

At  the  recommendation  of  former 
Federal  Judge  Hugh  M.  Morris,  who 
presided    at   the    meeting,   a   motion 

Wilmington's  six  Warner-operated 
theaters  marked  the  annual  stock- 
holders' meeting  yesterday  by  play- 
ing WB  product  exclusively,  with 
newspaper  display  copy  increased  for 
the  day  to  plug  "Humoresque,"  "The 
Man  I  Love,"  "The  Beast  with  5 
Fingers,"  "Empty  Holsters,"  "Find 
the  Blackmailer,"  "The  Time,  the 
Place  and  the  Girl"  and  "The  Con- 
spirators." 

for  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  manage- 
ment was  approved  by  the  share- 
holders. 

Pointing  out  that  Warners  fiscal 
year  begins  Sept.  1,  Judge  Morris 
read  to  the  meeting  a  statement  that 
"although  the  profits  for  the  second 
quarter  will  not  be  as  large  as  those 
of  the  first  quarter,  yet  during  the 
second  quarter  to  date,  gross  re- 
ceipts and  the  profit  after  taxes  are 
larger  than  those  for  the  correspond-  ! 
ing  period  last  year." 

As  a  result  of  the  two-f or-one 
stock  split-up  which,  Judge  Morris 
said,  was  made  "to  broaden  the 
market  of  the  stock  and  to  effect  a 
wider  distribution,  increasing  the 
public's  interest  in  the  company."  i 
Warner  now  has  about  30,000  stock- 
holders, an  increase  of  6,000  com-  I 
pared  with  one  year  ago. 

New  York  office  executives  at  the 
meeting  included  Robert  W.  Perkins, 
vice-president,  secretary  and  general 
counsel;  Stanleigh  P.  Friedman,  vice- 
president;  W.  Stewart  McDonald,  as- 
sistant treasurer:  Harold  S.  Bare- 
ford,  assistant  secretary;  Edward  K. 
Hessberg,  assistant  secretary,  and 
Thomas  J.  Martin,  auditor. 

The  meeting  was  also  attended  by 
A.  J.  Vanni,  zone  manager  of  the 
Warner  Theaters  in  the  Philadelphia 
suburban  territory;  William  Morgan, 
district  manager,  and  Lewis  S.  Black^ 
city  manager  for  the  six  Warner 
houses   in  Wilmington. 


Premiere,  Crisis  Casualty 

London  (By  Cable) — Power  crisis 
has  killed  Metro's  plans  for  a  special 
theater  premiere  here  of  "The  Begin- 
ning or  the  End." 


And  the  Pic  Was. . .  !  !  ! 

Pharr,  Tex.  —  The  local  Drive-ln 
Theater  was  robbed  here,  with  about 
$800  being  taken  frrm  the  box  of- 
fice. The  film  on  the  screen  at  the 
time  was  "The  Outlaw." 


REVIEWS  Of  IKUI  flLfllS 

"The  Beginning  Or  The  End" 

wifh  Brian   D:nlevy,  Robert  Walker,  Tom  Drake 

'  112  M' 

GRIPPING,  THOUGHT-PROVOKING  HISTORICAL  DRAMA  WILL  MAKE  AN  IM- 
PRESSIVE MARK  ON  THE  AMERICAN  FILM  AUDIENCE 

An  imposing  array  of  scientific  advisers  and  Army  brass  were  called  into  consultation 
in  the  production  of  this  lengthy  essay  on  what  the  layman  should  know  about  the  history 
of  the  Atom  Bomb.  ' 

Aimed  for  prpular  consumption,  the  film  details  the  initial  research  stages  in  nuclear 
fission,  the  tappmg  of  uranium  ore  to  obtain  plutonium  235  and  its  ultimate  conversion 
to  the  obscene  havoc  that  was  dropped  on  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki 

As  it  evolves,  it  stands  up  well  and  gets  its  serious  message  across,  not  once  or  twice 
but  a  half-dozen  times  and  the  dangers  inherent  in  the  fabrication  of  the  missile  are 
stressed  almost  as  much  as  its  lethal  qualities 

To  the  lay  reader  of  the  scientific  word  this  scenario  contains  all  the  scientific  names 
associated  with  atomic  research  as  we  know  it  today.  These  people  are  impersonated 
ably  by  a  lengthy  cast  rf  familiar  character  players.  The  international  aspect  of  atomic 
esearch  is  emphasized  The  figures  who  asked  for  and  made  wartime  decisions  author- 
ing assign  men  two  billions  of  dollars  figure  prominently  and.  in  the  case  of  the 
late  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  tastefully,  respectfully 

audSce.BeS'nninS  °r  TKe   E"d     Wi"   make   a"   imPressive   mark    °n    f«e   American    film 

dJV8!!  **    COnfinuij.y  und,er   wav  a   Pre-fabricated   newsreel  clip   from    News   of   the 

are  at?endin,/h°Ce  I  §S:  '"  1  *  gr0Up,  °f  scientists'  military  officials  and  the  like 
hp%h,  S  av  serv'«-^y  are  depositing  a  time  capsule  in  what  appears  to 
be  the  RedW00d   Forest  ,„   California.  The   capsule   is   to  be  dug  up   100   years  later    h 

o  a      ences°nagc°Pnter  T'""*  ""^  ]m^™^  a   P*l  *  A   ^m  to  be  shown 
ro  auaiences  a  century  hence. 

EjlTSfZrlTn^  *°  be  "incide"fal  ,wif"  ^  march  of  Hitler's  legions  across 
for  war   purposes  ''"   **  kn0wlcdSe   cf   'he   at°m   ™d    **   utilization 

levv^rm^5'6'''1'5  le,ner  f°  President  Roosevelf  bears  fruif  af^'  study  and  Brian   Don- 

on^ress  o/  in?/"5;  'I  ^"-^  ^  °f  Creatin§  Manha»an  >">!«'■  This  after  a 
congress  of  international  scientific  men  see  potential  results  in  the  Chicago  experiment 

mVu.™  sat  tsAsr was  successfu,,y  baftered  by  in4se  efcs 

D-nlewTrJ  h    lhwPr,tieCt  aVded  bl  the  t0p  rank  of  American  indusfria'  know-how, 

D  nlevy   has   Robert  Walker   as   his   aide,   and   Tom    Drake   figures   as    a    young   physica 

■entist  newly-marned  to  Beverly  Tyler.  Oak  Ridge  springs  up.  Top  secrecy  is§the  orde 

llected  nHHry  y,W°rk  *?  T  At  'engHl  52.000,000.000  worth  of  plutonium  is 
collected  and  designs  drawn  up   for  the  crucial  test  at  Los  Alamos 

Meanwhile0  Walk  I  \f  "'*'  ^  ^  be  made  wi"  be  directed  from  the  White  House. 
Meanwhile  Walker  has  some   sort  of   innocuous  romance   with   Audrey   Totter    Drake 
and  Miss  Tyler  are  very  much  in  love.   Death  takes  Roosevelt 

Potsdam  f°  USe  tHe  b°mb  C°meS  fr°m  Presidenf  Truman's  Li»,e  W"ite  House  in 

The  leading  characters  take  off  for  Tinian,  B-29  base  in  the  Marianas.  Drake  sees 
his  pregnant  wife  for  the  last  time.  Working  on  the  bomb  in  Tinian,  he  is  fatally 
burned,  dies.  Drakes  sacrifice  saved  40,000  lives  on   Tinian 

D-Day    comes.    The    "Enola    Gay"    is    loaded,    takes    off    accompanied    by    two    other 
aircraft.  The   m,ss,on  flies  to  Hiroshima   for  the  first  drop.  The   rest  is  history 
Lin.MM   3  fC-Ufh'-ng,we,Le.  When  Miss  Ty,er  is  informed  of  her  husband's  death  in  the 
uru  I  J  mTT  A  'nWfin^"-   and   fhe   film   concludes   on   a    note   of   hope   for  the 
future  of  mankind  rising  from  the  ashes  of  an  old,   disordered  world 

be  like?  •'   C°n5tant  meSS3Se   emphasized   is   "Thi*   is   the   beginning,'  what   will   the   end 

hJSFLSS  SsWSESft  T^rie'^o^nJn^^l;"^^-',""- Cron^ 

John  Litel,  Warner  Anderson  Barry  Melon  Art  Bob,  i?;  *'£""*  "f^"-  Jonathan  Hale, 
Ferguson,  Tom  Stevenson,  John  Gal  louder, '  Nellc  Walker  Znr  hT'' p^"  HcamMt°n'  Frank 
Damian    O'Flynn.  waiKer,     Henry    Hall,    Robert    Emmett    Keane, 

CREDITS:    Producer,   Samuel   Marx'    Director     Nnrmn_   t  <• 

inal  story,  Robert  Considine;  Cameraman  Rav  June °  A  *"ff-9;  Scree;P|DV  bV  F«"<k  Wead;  Orig- 
George  Boemler;  Set  Decorations  EdwmB'  Willi; Sound rtnDlre,ctor-  C^"^  Gibbons;  Film  Editor, 
Amphiteatroff.  w""s'   bound-   Douglas  Shearer;   Musical   Score,  Daniele 

DIRECTION,   Very  Good. 

Swedish  Novel  to  be 
Filmed  by  RKO-Radio 


SHORTS 


"Selling  the  Sun" 
Paramount  10  Mi 

Beauty  in  Florida 

The  camera  catches  the  sun 
many  of  Florida's  most  publiciz 
towns;  Miami,  St.  Augustine .  , 
Petersburg-,  Ocala,  Daytona  a*  .\'y 
ress  Gardens.  Add  to  these  p.  .'-.'di 
lots  of  girls  on  land  and  in  the  s 
and  you  get  human  interest,  or,  r 
tural  reaction.  John  Robert  Powe 
and  some  of  his  girls  inhabit  sor 
of  the  footage. 

"Andy  Plays  Hookey" 

Columbia  18  Mil 

Typical 

Typical    Andy    Clyde    with    An, 
being  hen-pecked  for  all  he's  wor 
Aside  from  his  wife  taking  mon 
he  had  saved  to  see  a  fight,  his  brot 
er-in-law   smashes   his    car   and 
ceives    a    myriad    of    traffic    tickel 
Still  determined  to  see  the  fight, 
takes    some    household    money,    ai 
tells  his  boss  he's  taking  the  day  < 
to    attend    his    mother-in-law's    f 
neral.     This  adds  up  to:  Wife  ma, 
boss  sore,  no  job.  It  works  out,  ho1; 
ever,  with  a  few  laughs  strewn  b 
tween  the  corn. 


"Nickel  Tales" 

Douglas  D.  Rathacker  9'/z  Min 

Fair 

Produced  with  the  co-operation  <, 
the  International  Nickel  Co.,  th: 
footage  highlights  some  of  the  mu 
titudinous  things  nickel  is  used  i: 
Starting  along  a  fairy-book  line  j 
soon  drifts  to  the  real  message  fro^ 
the  refiners  of  this  valuable  whiti; 
metal.  Its  source  of  refinement  an 
distribution  is  pictured,  also.  Inforn 
ative  and  educational,  general  aud 
ence  classification  would  be  fair. 


"Grass"  in  Lincoln  Bow 

Lincoln,  Neb.  —  Metro's  "Sea  c 
Grass"  will  have  its  world  premier 
at  the  Stuart  on  Feb.  26  with  star1 
and  local  dignitaries  attending.  Mu' 
tual's  Station  KFOR  will  broadcas 
the  opening. 


PHOTOGRAPHY,    Superb. 


IV est   Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  "Die,  Gentle  Stran- 
ger, novel  which  is  laid  in  Sweden 
will  be  made  by  RKO-Radio  under 
title  of  "One  Hour  of  Darkness." 
Richard  Berger  has  been  assigned  to 
produce,  and  it  is  likely  a  unit  will 
be  sent  to  Sweden  for  backgrounds. 
Despite  reports,  Cary  Grant,  who 
ha;  commitments  with  Sir  Alexander 
Korda  and  Sam  Goldwyn,  has  as  yet 
not  been  assigned  to  appear  in  "One 
Hour  of  Darkness." 


South  Australia  MPEA 
Seeks  Reduction  of  Tax 

Adeline  (By  Air  Mail)— MPEA  is 
making  strong  recommendations  to 
the  treasurer  for  a  reduction  in  the 
amusement  tax.  Secretary  Eric  Gib- 
son points  out  that  the  average 
family  of  man,  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren who  attend  one  amusement  each 
week  pays  the  sum  of  $20  each  year 
m  tax  which  is  the  equivalent  of 
from  25  per  cent  to  31  per  cent  sales 
tax. 


CHARTERED 


TRANSPICTURES  CORP.,  New  York  Ciry,  wit 
capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  thre 
shares  subscribed,  to  deal  in  motion  picture; 
records.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Thoma 
J.  Kavanagh,  Rodrugue  Bertol,  Fernand  C.  P 
Matthey. 

PARKWEST  THEATER,   INC.,    New   York   City 

with  capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock 
three  shares  subscribed,  to  exhibit  motion  pic 
tures.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Mildred  Lebon 
Theresa  Powers,   Flossie  Wetreich. 

AUDIO-VIDEO  CENTER,  INC.,  New  York  City 
with  $50,000  capital  in  SI  00  shares,  thre 
shares  subscribed,  to  distribute  motion  am 
sound  pictures.  Incorporated  at  Albany  witl 
Emory  J.  Barnes,  Jesse  C.  Barnes,  Lester  T 
Shields,  as  directors  and  John  F.  Byrne,  Jr 
Roy  W.   Prediger,  John  J.    Dunne,  subscribers. 

P  &  A  CORP.,  Plymouth,  Mich.,  to  manufac 
ture  moving  pictures.  Capital  S50,000  at  $10 
Incorporated  in  Michigan  with  assets,  $5  000 
Harry  R.  Lush,  Plymouth,  500  shares,  incor 
porator. 
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MV6RSAL,  Ufl  APP6ALS  R6ADV  FOR  flLIRC 


hr. 


entury's  School  Experiment  Starts  Tomorrow 


ipils  from  Four  Will  See 
\  At  Flatbush  Rialto; 
ay  Use  Plan  City-Wide 

"ihe  Century  Circuit  and  the  Board 
Education  tomorrow  at  9:30  a.m. 
begin  a  series  of  experiments  in 
education  when 
""Tom   Sawyer" 
will  be  screened 
at  the  Rialto  The- 
ater   in    Flatbush 
for  school  kids  in 
the    seventh    and 
eighth   grades 
W  from  four  neigh- 
bo  ring   public 
schools,    Nos.    89, 
139,  152  and  246. 

Shortly  before 
last  Christmas, 
Fred  J.  Schwartz, 
vee-pee  of  Cen- 
tury,   announced 
that  his  organiza- 
riRED  SCHWARTZ       tion  was  prepared 
ioffer  the  facilities  of  his  circuit, 
uding  films,  free  of  charge,  to  the 
.rd  of  Education  for  the  purpose 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


unicipal  Ticket  Tax 
II  Hoppered  in  Pa. 


arrisburg,  Pa.  —  Imposition  and 
action  of  an  amusement  tax  by 
ss,  boroughs,  towns  and  town- 
;^s  in  Pennsylvania  would  be 
I  ;iDrized  under  a  measure  intro- 
i  3d  in  the  Legislature  this  week 
t  'Reps.  David  A.  Livingstone  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


drinking  Fountains 
A  "Must"  in  Pa.  Bill 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  A  measure  in- 
j    roduced  in  the  House  of  the  Penn- 
ylvania    Legislature    this    week    by 
'Sep.  Louis  Mohr,  Jr.,  R-Philadelphia, 
rovides  for  the  installation  in  amuse- 
nent  places  with  seating  capacity  in 
l|-xcess    of    3,003,    a    drinking   foun- 
tain for  every    1,000  seats  or  major 
faction.   Mohr's  bill   provides   for   a 
line  of  $100  for  each  successive  day 
Ihe  law  has  been  violated. 


NAME  PRICE  U.N. 
ASS'T  SECXY  GEN. 

George  C.  Marshall,  Eric  A. 
Johnston  Hail  Appointment 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Byron  Price,  MPAA 
vice-president  and  board  chairman  of 
AMPP,  yesterday  was  named  Assist- 
ant Seer  e  tar  y 
General  of  the 
United   Nations. 
The   announce- 
ment of  Price's 
appointment  to 
!  the    international 
'organization's  No. 
two  position  was 
anno  unced  by 
I  Trygve   Lie,   Sec- 
I  retary  General. 

The  appoint- 
ment brought  im- 
mediate  praise 
from  Secretary 
of  State  George 
C.  Marshall  and 
MPAA  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston. 
In  a  statement  commenting  on  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Sell  Within  Decree, 
Connors  Tells  Meet 

Cautioning  his  audience  to  abide 
by  court  regulations  in  the  new  sys- 
tem of  selling,  Tom  J.  Connors,  20th- 
Fox  vice-president  in  charge  of  dis- 
continued on  Page  7) 


BYRON  PRICE 


"U"  Seeks  Exemption  from  Virtually  All  Provisions 
Of  Decree,  with  United  Artists  Asking  for  Complete 
Exemption;  Challenge  Competitive  Bidding  Authority 

Universal  and  United  Artists  will  file  separate  appeals  today 
to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  from  the  New  York  Statutory  Court's 
decree  in  the  Government's  anti-trust  suit.    Universal  attorney 

Thomas  Turner  Cooke  lacked  only 
the  signature  of  Circuit  Court  Judge 
Augustus  A.  Hand  to  formalize  his 
filing  of  the  appeal.  UA  expects  to 
obtain  authorization  from  all  three 
judges  today. 

Universal's  appeal  seeks  to  ex- 
empt the  company  from  virtual- 
ly all  of  the  decree's  provisions, 
contending,  that  at  no  time  were 
they  in  a  position  to  curtail  or 
control  the  film  market  nor  did 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Europe's  Objections 
Called  'Propaganda' 

"Europe  is  more  conscious  than 
America  of  the  power  of  motion  pic- 
tures to  sell  goods,  and  there  is  the 
danger  that  those 
I  whose  interests 
are  entirely  eco- 
nomic will  try  to 
turn  their  people 
against  the  pro- 
ductions of  an- 
other country," 
Cecil  B.  De  Mille 
told  the  industry 
press  at  a  lunch- 
eon at  "21"  yes- 
terday. 

De  Mille  de- 
scribed objections 
CECIL  B.  DE  MILLE  to  American  films 
in  Europe  as  purely  propaganda,  or- 
iginating from  business  titans  who 
wish  to  use  pictures  as  commercial 
salesmen.  "It  is  the  function  of  the 
trade  press  to  make  this  fact  clear 
to  the  world,"  the  Paramount  pro- 
ducer said,  "for  the  use  of  films  as 
propaganda  is  a  grave  mistake." 

De  Mille,  whose  last  picture,  "Un- 
conquered,"  is  being  readied  for  re- 
lease, announced  that  he  will  return 
to  his  favorite  theme  for  his  next 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Idle  Army  16mm  Equip.  Scored 

Civilian  Users  To  Protest  New  Orders 


Gamble  Taking  Over 
Monarch  Operations 

Indianapolis  —  Ted  Gamble  has 
completed  negotiations  to  purchase 
the  Monarch  Theater  Corp.'s  half  in- 
terest in  the  operation  of  the  In- 
diana, Circle  and  Lyric  Theaters. 

Willard  Gamble,  brother  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Although  it  is  re- 
liably reported  that  hundreds  of  16 
mm.  sound  projectors,  some  of  them 
never  uncrated,  are  lying  idle  in 
Army  depots  throughout  the  coun- 
try, some  5,000  new  projectors  are 
now  on  order,  with  bids  out  for  an 
estimated  1,500  more.  These  figures 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Gov't  Filing  Appeal 
From  Decree  Today 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Department  of  Jus- 
tice today  will  file  its  appeal  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  from  the  N.  Y. 
equity  decree,  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Wendell  Berge  indicated  yes- 
terday. 

While  Government  spokesmen  were 

reluctant   to   discuss   details   of   the 

appeal  until  it  reached  the  Statutory 

Court,  it  was  thought  that  the  appeal 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Mirisch  Resigns  Post  as 
RKO  Theaters  Film  Buyer 

Harold   J.    Mirisch    resigned    his 
post   as   film   buyer  for   RKO   The- 
aters, it  was  learned  yesterday.    No 
announcement  has  been  made  either 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Screen  Guild  Sales 
Meet  on  Coast  in  May 

Screen  Guild  Prods,  will  hold  a 
national  sales  conference  and  annual 
board  of  directors  and  stockholders 
meeting  in  Hollywood  May  12-16. 
More  than  80  franchise  holders, 
branch  managers,  salesmen  and 
home  office  executives  will  attend. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close      Chg. 

Am.    Seat 22i/2     22'/2     22'/2     

Bell    &    Howell 22  y2     22         22       —     '/2 

Bell   &   Howell   pfd.. .103%  103%  103%  —     i/i 

Columbia   Picts 21%     213/8     21  '/2  —     3/s 

East.    Kodak    230%  230%  230%  +      % 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 25         24'/2     24%—     Vl 

Loew's,    Inc 26         25  Vi     25%  +     '/8 

Paramount       29%     28%     29      —     Vi 

RKO      15         143A     15       +     Vi 

Republic  Pict V/t       7%       7%      

Republic     Pict.    pfd..    15%     15V4     15V4     

20th  Century-Fox   ...   37         36'/2     37         

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  45%     45%     45%   +      % 
20th  Century-Fox  ppf.103        103        103        +     % 

Universal    Pict 26%     26%     26%  —     % 

Warner    Bros 18         17%     17%—     % 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram   Picts.    ...      5%       5  5%   +      % 

RKO      4%       4%       4%   +     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3%       3'%     

Technicolor      17%     17%     17%  —     % 

Trans-Lux      4%       4%       4%      

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor     45/a       5 

pothe        8'/4       91/4 
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CHARLES  LEVY,  Walt  Disney  Eastern  publicity 
manager,   is   in   St.    Louis. 

HOWARD  HOYT,  Century  Artists'  agent,  left 
for  the  Coast  yesterday  on  a  talent  search  to 
fill   spots  for  several   coming   Broadway   shows. 

MRS.  HOWARD  DIETZ,  wife  of  M-G-M's 
v.-p.  and  ad  -  publicity  -  exploitation  director, 
sailed  last  night  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth  for 
England. 

SID  ALEXANDER,  head  of  film  accounts  in 
Brisacher,  Van  Norden  &  Staff  ad  agency,  ar- 
rives  tomorrow   from    the   West   Coast. 

LAURITZ  MELCHIOR,  Met  and  Metro  star, 
planes    into   Washington    tomorrow. 

AL  J.  GRASGRIN,  owner  of  the  Milford,  Mil- 
ford,  Mich.,  is  disposing  of  his  interests  in 
Michigan  and  moving  to  Tulsa,  Okla.,  where 
he   plans  to  buy  a   theater. 

SAM  MYERS,  Chicago's  Myers  circuit  prexy, 
is   in   Florida  for  a  Winter  vacation. 

MARTIN  QUIGLEY  returns  to  New  York  to- 
morrow  from   the  Coast. 


Grierson's  Eligibility  to 
Enter  Can.  Raised  by  M.  P. 

Toronto — The  question  was  raised 
yesterday  as  to  the  eligibility  of 
John  Grierson  to  enter  or  live  in  Can- 
ada by  Donald  Fleming  of  Toronto, 
member  of  the  Canadian  Parliament. 

Fleming  asked  the  Canadian  gov- 
ernment if  it  was  in  possession  oi 
information  as  to  reasons  for  barring 
of  Grierson  from  the  TJ.  S.  and  if 
such  reasons  would  also  prevent  the 
former  National  Film  Board  head 
from  residing  in  the  Dominion.  Flem- 
ing also  wanted  to  know  if  Grierson 
was  actually  a  citizen  of  Canada. 

The  questions  were  not  answered 
by  the  Canadian  government  and 
debate  may  ensue  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Grierson  is  understood  to 
be  still  in  England  where  he  applied 
for  a  U.  S.  quota  permit  some  months 
ago. 


Si  Meyers  Stricken; 
Hold  Rites  Tomorrow 


Moorestown,  N.  J.— Funeral  serv- 
ices for  Si  Meyers,  vice-president  of 
Allied  Theater  Owners  of  New  Jer- 
sey, will  be  held  tomorrow  at  2  p.m. 
at  the  Grovler  Funeral  Parlor  in 
this  city.  Meyers  died  Monday  in 
Miami,  Fla.,  the  victim  of  a  heart 
attack. 


TMA  Victorian  Branch 

Melbourne  (By  Air  Mail) — A  Vic- 
torian branch  of  the  Theater  Man- 
agers Association  has  been  formed 
with  Jim  McCully  as  president. 


ON  T  WAST! 


Filmack's  NEW  Prevue  Trailer  Service  is  READY 
NOW!  Don't  sign  for  any  other  trailer  service  until 
you  learn  about  ours!  Write,  wire  or  phone 
Filmack,  1322  S.  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago  5,  Illinois. 


FILMACK  give*  QUICKEST  SERVICE  on  SPECIAL  TRAILERS 


IVOR  NOVELLO,  producer  and  playwright,  is 
aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth,  England- 
bound. 

J.  E.  PERKINS,  Paramount's  chairman  and 
managing  director  for  Great  Britain,  and 
FRANK  FARLEY,  the  company's  British  pro- 
duction representative,  sailed  for  home  yester- 
day  on    the   S.S.   Queen   Elizabeth. 

JOSEPH  H.  MOSKOWITZ,  vice-president  and 
Eastern  studio  rep.  of  20th-Fox,  returns  to  New 
York  today  following  a  three-week  visit  to 
the   Coast. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  exploitation  head 
for  M-G-M,  left  yesterday  for  Chicago  by  plane 
to  attend  the  Midwestern  premiere  of  'The 
Yearling"  at  B.  &  K.'s  State  Lake  Theater  to- 
day. 

RUDY  BERGER,  M-G-M  Southern  sales  man- 
ager, and  LEONARD  HIRSCH,  his  home  office 
assistant,  on  Sunday  leave  New  Orleans  for 
Dallas. 

TOM    DRAKE,   M-G-M  star,  is  due   back  from 

Washington    today. 

NORMAN  AYERS,  WB  Southern  division  sales 
manager  for  Warner  Bros.,  is  in  Washington 
today  and   will    be   in    Philadelphia   tomorrow. 

CHARLES  J.  FELDMAN,  U-l  Western  division 
sales  manager,  left  Los  Angeles  yesterday  for 
Portland,  San  Francisco  and  Seattle.  Feldman 
will   return  to   L.  A.   Feb.  28. 


American  Cancer  Society 
Honors  Michigan  Variety 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich The  Ameri- 
can Cancer  Society  convention  at  the 
Panthnd  Hotel  presented  a  plaque 
at  its  banquet  to  the  Variety  Club 
of  Michigan  in  acknowledgment  of 
a  $88,890  check  representing  funds 
raised  in  the  three  counties  in  the 
Detroit  area.  The  total  raised  by 
Variety  was  $160,000,  or  one-third 
of  the  Michigan  cancer  donation. 

Arvid  Kantor,  Detroit  past  chief 
barker,  accepted  for  Variety.  Speak- 
ing for  Variety  was  William  Mc- 
Craw,  national  executive  director 
Other  representatives  attending  em- 
braced Ollie  Brooks,  Butterfield  The- 
aters; Jack  Stewart,  Michigan  Al- 
lied; Joe  Busic,  United  Detroit  The- 
aters; Arthur  Robins,  chief  barker, 
all  of  Detroit;  Clive  R.  Waxman, 
chief  barker,  Walter  Corris,  past 
chief  barker  and  Allen  Johnson  of 
the  Grand  Rapids  Variety  Club. 


"PREVIEW  R00m" 

.  . .  will  really  SELL 
your  picture. 
Fully  equipped  for  35MM, 
16MM,  and  Slide  Projection. 
Cocktail  parties,  luncheons 
and  dinners  served  in  this  ver- 
satile room  —  setting  a  gay 
mood  for  a  favorable  reaction 
to  your  film. 

MADISON  AVENUE  at  54th  St. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:   PL.   5-3400         PAUL   GREEN.   Mgr. 


April  Conclave  Set  for 
North  Central  Allied 

Minneapolis  —  North  Cent 
Allied's  annual  convention  will 
held  here  April  21-22. 

Stanley  Kane  has  succeeded 
Swartz,  resigned,  as  executive  di 
tor  of  the  unit. 


X.  Y.  THEATJF*! 


—RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

Rockefeller  Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAN 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
In  Technicolor      •      An   M-G-M   Picrun 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 


a  23  y.TH  m 


-    DOUGLAS  FAIRBAMKS,  Jr.  ' 

MAUREEN  0  HARA  •  WALTER  SLEZAIi 

Sinbadthe  Sailor  % 


ON  SCREEN 

HELD  OVER 
M-G-M's 

'TILL  THE 
CLOUDS 
ROLL  BY' 


IN  PERSON 

RICHARl 

mm 

and  ORC1I 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount  Picture   Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND        STANWYCK         FITZGERALC 

A  John  Farrow  Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Opei 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 


BARRV 

^TZ&ERALD 


U/NN -TUFTS  f  *«* 


7'A??<4/MO(//vr 


'THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR" — 

N.    Y.    FILM    CRITICS 


'  The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continued* 

Performances 


ASTOR 


B'WAY  on 
45*  ST. 


Betty  GRABLE       •       Dick  HAYMES 

"THE  SHOCKING  MISS  PILGRIM' 

4  20th  Century-Fox  Picture  in  Technicolor 

Plus   On   Stage      •      PETER   LORRE 
GIL   LAMB      •      Extra!    EVELYN    KNIGHT 


ROX  Y 


7th  Ave.  & 
50th  St. 


SCOOP 


OF  THE 
CENTURY! 


( 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer,  producers  of  the  screen's  mightiest  entertainments,  reveal 
FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  on  any  screen  the  personal  HUMAN  drama  behind  the 
CTeatest  DRAMA  of  all  time,  the  ATOMIC  BOMB!  It  is  the  behind-the-scenes  story 
^of  THE  PEOPLE  who  made  it,  a  LIFE  STORY,  a  LOVE  STORY,  a  MYSTERY 
STORY  woven  into  the  most  fascinating  and  gripping  motion  picture  you  ever  saw. 
A  solid  year  in  secret,  guarded  production  and  now  a  spectacular  entertainment 
enacted  by  a  hand-picked  cast.  No  cost  was  spared  to  make  it  memorable! 


THEY  ARE 
WAITING 
FOR  IT 
EAGERLY! 


M-G-M's  PICTURE  OF  WTURES 

LEVY  ROBERT  ILKER  tom  drake 

BEVERLY  TYLER  •  AUDREY  TOILER  ■  HUME  CRONYN 


Screen  Play  by  Original  Story  by 


FOREC A 


ST  ! 


Launched  with  widely  publicized  Global  Pre- 
mieres in  leading  English-speaking  cities  of  the 
world!  Terrific  interest  in  advance  of  first  en- 
gagements, Washington,  D.  C.  and  New  York  City, 
b  prediction  of  business  to  come  to  your  theatre ! 
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JALTIMORE 
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WATCH  FOR  OTHER 
SMASH  OPENINGS! 
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Century's  School 
Experiment  Starting 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  correlating  literature  courses  with 
celluloid  classics,  like  "David  Cop- 
perfield,"  "Treasure  Island,"  "Prince 
and  the  Pauper,"  and  other  literary- 
works  that  had  been  translated  to 
the  screen. 

In  his  proposal,  Schwartz  also 
offered  to  show  any  other  films,  en- 
tertainment, documentary  or  other- 
wise that  would  enrich  and  amplify 
the  studies  of  school  kids. 

For  the  next  few  months  the  Board 
of  Education  and  Century  Circuit 
will  show  films  once  monthly.  Should 
the  idea  prove  satisfactory,  it  is 
likely  that  the  program  will  be  ex- 
tended city-wide. 

Representing  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  this  experiment  are:  Arthur 
Bowie  and  Dr.  C.  Frederick  Pertsch, 
assistant  school  superintendents. 

Associated  with  Schwartz  on  be- 
half of  Century  are  J.  R.  Springer, 
general  manager  of  theaters,  and 
Edward  Schreiber,  circuit's  ad-pub- 
licity director. 


Loew's  Int'l  Exacutives 
Slated  for  Overseas  Trips 

Prexy  Arthur  M.  Loew  of  Loew's 
Int'l,  will  fly  to  Paris  March  18  for 
a  month's  sojourn  in  Europe.  Arthur 
Pincus,  asst.  ad-publicity  director, 
leaves  March  5  for  Ensrland  and  an 
extended  tour  which  will  take  in  all 
M-G-M  offices  in  Europe  and  the 
Middle  East,  and  Maurice  Silver- 
stein,  associate  regional  director,  de- 
parts April  1  for  an  extended  in- 
spection tour  of  the  Far  East,  fol- 
lowing the  return  of  Edward  F. 
O'Connor,  regional  director  of  that 
area. 

Samuel  N.  Burger,  regional  direc- 
tor for  Latin  America,  will  leave 
shortly  for  an  inspection  tour  of 
his  territory.  His  assistant,  Richard 
J.  Brenner,  is  now  on  the  final  leg 
of  a  six  months'  visit  in  that  area 
and  will  return  to  N.  Y.  in  May. 

Also  due  back  early  in  March  from 
home  office  absences  are  David  Lewis, 
regional  director  of  Continental 
Europe,  North  Africa  and  the  Middle 
East,  now  in  Paris,  and  Morton  A. 
Spring,  v.p.  of  Loew-International, 
who  is  visiting  the  Culver  City  stu- 
dios on  a  combined  business  and 
vacation  trip. 

Louis  Lober,  assistant  to  Lewis, 
will  leave  March  17  for  Paris. 


SEM  BIRTHDAY 
GREETIRGS  TO: 

Feb.  20 

Marian   Spitzer  Charles  C.  Moskowitz 

Danny  Mummert  Ralph   Cokain 


Thursday's  Tidings 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES  That  was  a  pretty  informative  session  on 
Mutual's  "Let's  Go  To  The  Movies"  program  last  night,  at  9:30,  with 
Paul  N.  Lazarus,  Ir.,  UA  ad-publicity  director,  outlining  the  functions  of 
his  department  and  reviewing,  as  well,  his  own  start  in  the  industry 
Program  was  topped  by  a  dramatization  of  "The  Strange  Woman." 

•  Martin  Mooney  has  been  s.gned  by  Columbia  to  take  charge  of  one 

of  company's  new  "B"  units He  will  make  six  pictures  annually, 

stressing  exploitation  subjects.  .  .  .  •  David  Siegel,  prexy  of  the 
newly-formed  Triumph  Pictures,  Inc.,  is  home-bound  for  Hollywood 
after  an  Eastern  junket  relative  to  talent  for  the  Triumph  initialer.  Vera 
Caspary's  "Stranger  Than  Truth.".  .  .  •  Ascap  has  dropped  Gordon 
Music  Co.,  on  the  grounds  that  the  Los  Angeles  firm  used  the  name  and 
seal  of  the  Society  in  soliciting  funds  from  amateur  songwriters  in 
connection  with  its  music  publishing  business.  ...  •  Didja  know  that 
Western  Union  is  inaugurating  a  new  service  which  will  keep  you 
posted  on  the  weather  24  hours  a  day? It'll  cost  you  $45  monthly. 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THIS  *N'  THAT:  A  press  luncheon  at  the  Hotel  Roosevelt 
on  March  3  will  kick  off  the   1947   "latest-in-electronics"  convention  of 

the    Institute    of    Radio    Engineers The    convention,    a4    the    Grand 

Central  Palace,  is  expected  to  attract  7,000  engineers  and  more  than 
160  manufacturers  in  the  radio  and  electronic  fields.  .  .  .  •  PRC 
has  signed  its  s.nging  cowboy,  Eddie  Dean,  to  a  new  four-year  termer, 
calling  for  the  ccmp!etion  of  eight  pictures  before  March  1,  1948.  .  .  . 

•  Sara  Lyons  Danto  has  been  elected  to  the  board  of  governors  of  the 
Paramount  Pictures  Club  to  succeed  Margaret  Quinn,  who  has  left  the 
company.  ...  •  Sal  Asaro,  secretary  to  Robert  O'Brien,  secretary  of 
Paramount,   belatedly   has   been    awarded   the   Croix    de    Guerre    with 

laurels,  by  the  Belgian  Government Asaro  was  official  stenographer 

to  Lt.  Gen.  Walter  Bedell  Smith 


•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Enterprise  will  send  Charles  Boyer,  Di- 
rector Lewis  Milestone  and  Producer  David  Lew*s  to  Paris  for  the 
premiere  of  "Arch  of  Triumph.".  .  .  •  John  Garfield  and  Lllli  Palmer, 
stars  of  Enterprise's  "Body  And  Soul,"  also  will  visit  Europe  in  the 
Spring.  .  .  .  •  Don  Gillette  predicts  that  WB's  spot  announcement 
over  10  radio  stations  will  vie    with  the  gag   about   Richard  and  the 

door Pic-  which  opens  at  the  Hollywood  Theater  tomorrow,  will  be 

plugged  thusly:  "If  you  were  Ncra  Prentiss  would  you  keep  your  mouth 
shut?"  ...  •  Leon  Bamberger,  heading  American  Brotherhood  Week 
at  the  RKO  home  office,  reports  that  52  men  and  women  have  become 
contributing  members  to  this  year's  drive,  more  than  double  last  year's 
number.  ...  ©  Producer  George  Pal  finally  is  heading  back  for  the 
Coast,  after  a  junket  which  took  him  to  Chicago  and  Manhattan  on 
business  perta'n'ng  to  the  acquisition  of  three  new  accounts  for  indus- 
trial and  commercial  subjscts,  in  addition  to  conferences  here  regarding 
financing  of  his  production  schedule  of  Technicolor  shorts  augmented  by 
three  features  this  year.  ...  •  The  Belgian  World  Film  Festival  has 
opened  offices  at  247  Park  Ave.,  with  Richard  Zondervan  as  general  mgr. 
The  Festival  will  be  held  in  Brussels  throughout  the  month  of  June. 

•  United  Detroit  Theaters  now  has   the  second  representative  on  the 

board  of  the  city's  Light  Opera  Association Raymond  J.  Meurer, 

UDT  counsel,  joins  Earl  J.  Hudson,  the  circuit's  president,  as  a  director 

•  The  current  exhibition  of  Maurice  Freedman,  Columbia  ace  visual 
artist,  will  continue  to  March  1st,  at  the  M'dtown  Galleries Freed- 
man is  one  of  the  few  leading  American  artists  who  readily  admits  that 
his  commercial  endeavors  have  proved  of  invaluable  aid  in  his  artistic 
painting 

▼  ▼  ▼ 


Europe's  Objections 
Called  'Propaganda 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

production,  a  biblical  story  to  be 
titled    "Samson    and    Delilah." 
feels  that  evidence  of  the  existe 
of  a  ready  world-wide  audijgve 
such  a  film  is  apparent  byff       i 
that  the   re-issue   of   "Sign    li 
Cross,"   now  playing   in   India,  ] 
grossed    three    times    the    take 
achieved    on   its    initial    release 
years  ago. 

His  latest  Para,  production,  "\\ 
conquered,"  classifies  as  a  histori 
pic,  De  Mille  said  in  reply  to  an  , 
quiry,  although  there  were,  of  nee 
sity,  several  deviations  in  the  w; 
ing  of  the  screenplay.  For  the  1 
ter,  the  producer  said,  he  had  spi 
two  years  in  research  at  a  cost 
between  $100,000  and  $150,000. 

The  producer  stated  that  he  rj 
no  intention  of  participating  in  I 
current  psychopathic  era  of  modi 
pictures.  "I  like  heroes,  heroines  a 
villains.  On  the  screen,  you  need  1 
good  and  the  bad  because  that  is  1 
core  of  storytelling." 

De  Mille  will  testify  before  1 
House  Labor  Committee  tomorr 
and  plans  to  return  to  the  Coast  Si 
day. 


$304,973  for  "Duel"  in 
Three  Los  Angeles  Spots 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL 
Hollywood  —  David  O.  Selznicl 
"Duel  in  the  Sun"  has  broken  thi 
separate  house  records  in  Los  A 
geles  while  earning  $304,973  in 
eight  weeks  at  the  Vogue  and  Fa 
fax  and  two  weeks  at  the  Egypti 
Theaters.  The  weekly  gross  apps 
ently  is  only  being  limited  by  t 
number  of  seats  available  in  the  H 
houses. 

The  Vogue  where  normal  busine 
was  around  $6,000  is  now  doing  be 
ter  than  $16,000  a  week,  a  150  p 
cent  increase;  and  the  Fairfax  whe 
good   business  normally  was   $3,5' 
and  on  a  sensational  week  had  be^ 
between   $4,500   and   $5,000,   is  no 
better  than  $27,500  each  week,  a  41 
per  cent  increase.   "Duel"  also  brol 
the  house  record  at  the  Egyptian 
its    limited   two   weeks    engagemep 
there,    setting    a   new   high    with 
first  week  take  of  $29,403  a  recoi 
no  other  picture  came  within  $5,0( 
of  equalling. 


SICK  LIST 


ALBERT  ACKERMAN,  partner  in  rl 
East  Side  Theater,  Detroit,  is  confined  I 
his  home  by  flu. 

MAX  BRYANT,  manager  of  Bryant  Th< 
ater  Supply  Co.,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  who  h; 
been  sick  for  several  weeks,  will  ent( 
Duke  Hospital  at  Durham,  N.  C. 

BILL  HURWORTH,  genera!  sales  mana 
ger    for    Paramount   in    Australia,    is   in 
Sydney  hospital  for  treatment  for  intern; 
complaint, 
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is*re$  of  Army  16mm. 
yuipment  Are  Idle 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
i'e    not    been    confirmed    by    the 
;fny,    but  this    correspondent    has 
to   assured   he   will   have   reliable 
« i ,|ny  figures  in  another  day — having 
ed   (or  them  two  days  ago. 
I'hm/lture  5,000,  for  machines  "on 
er7=T3  however,  the  estimate  of  a 
iponsible    procurement    officer    in 
-  Army,  given  without  hesitation. 
visual  education  leaders  and  other 
,irs    of    16    mm.    equipment    are 
inching  a  protest,  perhaps  to  come 
m  Capitol  Hill,  this  correspondent 

told  yesterday. 
it  is  certain  that  both  Senate  and 
luse  committees  will  be  provided 
ph  fact  sheets  revealing  that  the 
JS.  Signal  Corps  bought  some  25,- 
">  of  these  projectors  during  the 
Jr  period.  It  will  be  argued  that 
|y  a  portion  of  this  number  is 
eded  today  and  that  regardless  of 
is  and  destruction  the  quantity 
;ded  today  could  be  made  up  from 
Ick  previously  delivered  to  the 
imy. 

{  Air  Force  Figures  Excluded 
.JA.11  these  figures  are  exclusive  of 
;hny  Air  Force  figures.  The  Air 
irce  has,  of  course,  been  a  heavy 
er  of  16  mm.  equipment  right 
>ng. 

As  yet  the  Army  has  not  answered 

lis  correspondent's  query  as  to  why 

pse  machines  are  needed,  but  un- 

icially  it  is  learned  that  most  of 

fern  are  destined  for  the  occupied 

luntries.     How   they   will    be    used 

ere  is  an  unanswered  question. 

[In    the    meantime,    manufacturers 

16  mm.  equipment  are  unable  to 

[  huge  backlogs  of  civilian  orders, 

!  th  would-be  purchasers  complain- 

g   not   only    because    of   their    in- 

ility  to  get  the  machines  but  also 

cause  of  what  they  charge  is  an 

mecessary    expenditure    of    public 

■nds. 


olish  Film  Monopoly 
ppoints  Liwnicz  Rep. 

Film  Polski,  Poland's  cinemon- 
ooly,  has  appointed  Andrzej  Liw- 
cz  as  Western  hemisphere  rep., 
ith  offices  at  299  Madison  Ave.  Rep. 
pill  not  only  distribute  Polish  films 
sre,  but  will  also  buy  from  those 
stributors  who  are  not  included 
i  the  MPEA  pact. 


DEDDIfiO  BELLS 


Joffers-Staton 

Indianapolis — Mary  Joffers,  typist 
t  Universal  International  exchange, 
ind  Roy  Staton,  were  married. 

Moore-Kindle 

Pittsburgh  —  Sarah  Jane  Moore, 
aughter  of  F.  D.  "Dinty"  Moore, 
VB  branch  manager,  was  married  to 
lobert  Kindle. 


UA,  U  Decree  Appeals  Ready 

Challenge  Competitive  Bidding  Authority 


(Continued  from  fage  1) 


they  ever  conspire  with  other 
defendants  to  bring  about  the 
conditions  which  the  Court  has 
declared  illegal. 

UA,  also  claiming  that  be- 
cause it  has  never  participated 
with  the  other  defendants  in  any 
monopolistic  or  conspiratorial 
acts  and  therefore  should  not  be 
a  party  to  the  decree,  requests 
complete  exemption  from  the  de- 
cision's provisions,  with  primary 
emphasis  upon  those  clauses 
governing  competitive  bidding, 
price  fixing  and  franchise  deals. 
Both  appeals  challenge  the  Court's 
authority  to  set  up  a  system  of  com- 
petitive bidding. 

Universal  will  maintain  that  only  an 
act  of  Congress  could  set  up  a  meth- 
od of  selling  for  the  motion  picture 
industry,    and    that    in    directing    a 
specific    selling    system,    the    Court 
contravenes    LlniversaPs   right   as  a 
copyright  holder  under  existing  laws. 
UA  will  support  the  same  conten- 
tion with  the  following  statement: 
"The    Sherman    Act    provides 
for     injunctions     against     acts 
found     unlawful;     it    does     not 
authorize  the  Court  to  prescribe 
affirmative  ways  of  doing  busi- 
ness.   This  is  a  legislative  func- 
tion, not  a  judicial  one." 

Both  appeals  accuse  the  Court  of 
numerous  errors  in  its  findings.  Uni- 
versal names  105  such  errors  while 
UA  lists  80. 

As  was  expected  from  Cooke's 
arguments  before  the  Court  at  the 
hearings  on  industry  motions  for 
amendment,  much  of  the  attorney's 
fire  is  centered  on  the  provisions  of 
the  decree  that  declare   UniversaPs 


franchises  with  independents  illegal. 
His  appeal  will  insist  that  Universal 
has  just  as  much  right  under  the 
Sherman  Act  to  obtain  show-win- 
dows for  its  product  by  means  oi 
these  existing  franchises  with  inde- 
pendents as  the  "poweriul  integratec 
companies  have  to  retain  such  show- 
windows  through  ownership  of  the 
theaters  involved." 

Universal  also  attacks  the  denial 
of  the  right  to  set  minimum  admis- 
sions, deprivation  of  the  right  to  sel 
up  such  clearances  as  is  deemec 
necessary  to  protect  its  best  inter- 
ests and  the  ban  against  block  book- 
ing. 

While  not  pleading  for  the  right 
to  condition  the  selling  of  one  pic 
ture  upon  the  sale  of  another,  Cooke 
does  quote  a  Supreme  Court  deci- 
sion which  held  that  combination 
sales  by  a  seller  "having  no  powei 
to  control  or  dominate  the  market' 
was  not  an  unfair  method  of  com- 
petition. 

UA,  also  challenging  the  fran- 
chise, clearance  and  minimum  admis- 
sion provisions,  claims  the  Court's 
action  a  depriva  tion  of  property  rights. 
The  company  will  point  out  that 
clearances  are  the  result  of  compe- 
tition and  that  the  Court  has  nc 
right  to  enjoin  UA  from  choosing 
its  customers  or  depriving  the  non- 
theater  owning  distributor  of  ar 
outlet  for  product  by  the  banning  of 
franchises. 

Today's  appeals  will  complete  ac- 
tion by  the  Little  Three,  Columbia 
having  filed  its  motion  two  weeks 
ago.  No  action  is  expected  from  the 
"Big  Five"  until  alter  the  present 
confab  of  Paramount  execs,  in  Flo- 
rida. 


Government  Filing  Appeal 
From  Decree  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
will  reiterate  a  strong  call  for  com- 
plete divorcement. 

Although  the  Government  recog- 
nizes the  shortcomings  of  the  com- 
petitive bidding  features  of  the  de- 
cree it  is  expected  that  no  appeal 
from  those  sections  will  be  stressed. 
It  was  thought,  however,  that  the 
Government  will  defend  competitive 
bidding. 

Department  of  Justice  spokesmen 
indicated  that  the  appeal  was  sent 
to  the  New  York  court  yesterday  and 
should  be  filed  today.  Until  that  time, 
details  of  the  appeal  were  not  di- 
vulged. 


SMPE  Hears  Dunbar 

James  Y.  Dunbar,  engineer  for 
the  Johns  Manville  Corp.,  addressed 
a  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Motion 
Picture  Engineers  at  the  Hotel  Penn- 
sylvania last  night.  Dunbar  discussed 
the  basic  principles  of  acoustics  and 
their  specific  application  to  motion 
picture  theaters,  broadcast,  record- 
ing and  television  studios. 


Wilmington  Asks  Authority 
To  Impose  Admissions  Tax 


Dover,  Del. — Rep.  Fred  Brown 
Republican,  Wilmington,  introduced 
a  bill  in  the  House  of  the  Delaware 
Legislature  to  authorize  Wilming- 
ton's City  Council  to  impose  a  tax 
of  unspecified  amount  on  theater 
tickets.  Brown  represents  the  first 
ward  of  Wilmington  in  the  City 
Council. 

The  Wilmington  city  administra- 
tion, headed  by  Mayor  Joseph  S. 
Wilson,  believes  that  authority  to 
impose  a  luxury  tax  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  Council  as  an 
alternative  to  another  increase  in 
either  real  estate  taxes  >or  business 
license  fees. 

Last  Summer,  Wilmington's  City 
Council  upped  theater  licenses  from 
$150  to  $300,  effective  with  the  li- 
cense for  the  calendar  year  1947. 


French  Pix  via  Cine-Art 

Cine-Art,  117  W.  48th  St.,  has 
inked  deal  with  French  Ideal  Films 
for  American  release  of  pix  produced 
in  1945  and  1946.  First  release, 
"Etoile  Sans  Lumiere,"  (Star  With- 
out Light)  is  skedded  for  early  show- 
ing at  the  55th  Street  Playhouse. 


all  Within  Decree, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tribution,  yesterday  concluded  the 
three-day  meeting  of  the  company's 
sales  force  at  the  Astor.  The  morn- 
.ng  session  was  given  to  William  J. 
Kupper,  general  sales  manager,  who 
Jiscussed  short  selling  along  with 
Andrew  W.  Smith,  Jr.,  Eastern  divi- 
sion sales  chief. 

It  was  announced  the  company 
would  distribute  53  shorts  consisting 
of  20  Movietones,  20  Terrytoons  and 
13  issues  of  the  March  of  Time,  in 
addition  to  104  issues  of  Movietone 
News. 

Sidelight  of  the  concluding  day 
was  the  presentation  of  a  six-foot 
-ligh  birthday  cake  to  Paul  Terry  on 
his  60th  birthday.  Terry,  making  the 
shortest  speech  of  the  meeting  said: 
'You  have  made  an  old  man  very 
happy." 


RKO  Pathe  Cameraman 
Is  Mardi  Gras  Casualty 

New  Orleans  —  While  filming 
scenes  of  the  Mardi  Gras  here,  three 
revellers  assaulted  cameraman  How- 
ard Winner.  He  was  sent  to  the 
hospital  where  he  received  eight 
stitches  for  head  wounds.  He  also 
lost  two  teeth.  Frank  Mayer,  who 
was  directing,  was  not  hurt.  Crew 
was  down  there  gathering  material 
for  a  two-reeler,  "Mardi  Gras,"  one 
of  the  series  in  RKO's  "This  Is 
America." 


Gamble  Taking  Over 
Monarch  Operations 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ATA   exec,    said   that    he    also    had 
aken    over    Monarch    operations    in 
Ohio   and   Pennsylvania,   as   well   as 
indianapolis. 

A  hitch  developed  when  a  minority 
stockholder,  Dave  Chatkin,  died 
Tuesday  a  few  minutes  after  sign- 
ing the  contract  and  unexpected  legal 
formalities  may  require  several 
weeks. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Chicago — Charles  Hubbard,  of  the 
Will  Rogers  Theater,  has  a  new 
daughter  named  Madeline  Gale  Hub- 
bard. 


St.  Louis — Pat  Byrnes,  St.  Louis 
city  salesman  for  RKO,  has  a  new 
daughter,  Maureen  Holly  Byrnes, 
born  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital. 

Minneapolis  —  It's  a  boy  named 
Martin  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avron 
Rosen.  Father  is  a  booker  at  Para- 
mount. 


Davenport,  la. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard H.  Stoddard  are  the  parents  of 
a  baby  boy,  named  Richard  H.,  Jr. 
Stoddard  manages  the  Esquire. 


"9fe: 


Thursday,  February  20, 


Price  Is  Named  U.  N. 
Ass'lSec'y  General 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

appointment,  Secretary  Marshall 
said: 

"Mr.  Price  "will  bring  to  this  im- 
portant international  position  the 
high  qualities  of  judgment  and  lead- 
ership he  has  displayed  during  his 
wide  experience  in  private  life  and  as 
director  of  censorship  for  the  United 
States  during  the  war." 

Johnston  said: 

"The  appointment  of  Mr.  Price  is 
a  splendid  thing  for  the  United  Na- 
tions but  it  is  a  tremendous  loss  to 
the  motion  picture  industry.  He  was 
drafted  for  the  post  and  had  no 
choice  except  to  heed  this  call  to 
world  public  service. 

"We  regret  his  leaving  but  the 
efforts  of  the  United  Nations  to  en- 
sure a  peaceful  world  take  pre- 
cedence over  the  needs  of  a  particu- 
lar industry.  In  fact,  unless  this 
effort  at  world  co-operation  and  un- 
derstanding is  successful,  we  shall 
all  be  the  losers. 

"Mr.  Price,  by  background,  tem- 
perament and  experience,  is  ideally 
equipped  for  his  new  duties.  He  has 
a  broad  knowledge  of  world  affairs 
and  a  unique  appreciation  of  the 
need  for  keeping  open  the  channels 
of  information  among  peoples. 

"Mr.  Price  leaves  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  with  the  respect  and 
hearty  good  wishes  of  all  who  were 
associated  with  him." 

Price  has  served  as  vice-president 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Association 
in  charge  of  the  Hollywood  office 
since  Feb.  1,  1946. 


Mirisch  Resigns  Post  as 
RKO  Theaters  Film  Buyer 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  his  future  plans,  or  of  his  suc- 
cessor. 

Mirisch,  it  was  said  at  RKO  yes- 
terday, is  now  in  Florida. 


Show  "Stallion  Road"  March  17 

"Stallion  Road,"  will  be  nationally 
tradeshown  by  Warners  on  March  17. 


I1EUJ  POSTS 


JOHNNY   MATIS,   salesman,    RKO,   Omaha. 

SIDNEY  COHEN,  staff,  Inter-Mountain  The- 
aters, Salt  Lake  City,   Utah. 

JUDD  SPIEGEL,  office  manager,  PRC,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

GORDON  BUGIE,  PRC  Toledo  salesman,  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

ED  SEAMAN,  manager,  Carolina  Theater,  Char- 
lotte,   N.    C. 

MILTON  LINDER,  salesman,  NSS,  Baltimore, 
Md. 

WILLIAM  R.  FISCHER,  head  booker,  Columbia, 
Washington,    D.   C. 

JOE  KUSHNER,  RKO  office  manager,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

IARL  TAYLOR,  booking  staff,  Columbia,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

JAMES  WHITSIDE,  booking  staff,  Columbia, 
Washington,   D.  C. 

•  EN   BENDA,  manager.  Gem,  Golden,  Colo. 


reviews  of  new  films 

"The  Sin  ot  Harold         "Millie  s  Daughter" 


Diddlebock" 

with    Har-ld    Lloyd,    Frances    Ramsden 
UA  89  Mins. 

SOCK  ENTERTAINMENT  REPLETE 
WITH  BELLY  LAUGHS  AND  COMIC  SUB- 
TLETIES WILL  REGISTER  SOLIDLY  AT 
THE  B.  0. 

Loaded  with  20  years  of  inhibitions  after 
drudging  away  for  Raymond  Waiburn  as  a 
bookkeeper  in  his  advertising  firm,  Harold 
LI. yd  soon  disposes  of  them  and  with  vet- 
eran ease  hops  into  the  niche  he  left 
vacant  these  many  years  to  rock  the  raf- 
ters with  h.wls,  roars,  guffaws  and  shrieks. 

The  "Diddlebock"  works  were  concocted, 
directed,  and  produced  by  Preston  Sturges 
for  California  Pictures.  Sturges  condensed 
his  scenario  into  an  always  sparking  buf- 
foonery that  dissects  the  average  man  and 
his  mind,  his  foibles,  his  fallibilities  and 
while  giving  the  audience  every  reason  and 
opportunity  to  enjoy  itself  he  also  throws 
implications  their  way  which  they  will 
cogitate  later. 

This  is  an  entertainment  like  what  used 
to  be  in  the  old  days.  It  is  Lloyd  on  a 
ledge  many  stories  above  the  street,  pre- 
cariously dangling  from  a  chain  leash.  The 
other  end  is  about  the  neck  of  a  lion  named 
"Jackie."  This  is  also  LI. yd  on  a  toot.  Lloyd 
making  a  neat  fortune  the  afternoon  he  is 
discharged  and  going  blotto  for  days. 

And  Lloyd  wakes  up  in  a  glamor  pants 
suit,  10-gallon  hat,  owner  of  a  circus  in 
Queens,  which  is  across  the  river  from 
Manhattan,  a  pocketful  of  female  garters, 
and   what  a  hangcver. 

A  football  hero,  after  two  decades  with 
Walburn's  agency,  Lloyd  is  let  off  with  a 
watch  and  his  savings.  He  meets  "Wormy," 
Jimmy  Conlin,  who  plays  the  "goats." 
Taken  in  Lloyd  advances  the  moola,  they  re- 
pair to  Edgar  Kennedy's  cafe.  Kennedy 
makes  a  libation  in  honor  cf  Lloyd,  "The 
Diddlebock."  It  does  the  trick. 

But  first  there's  the  sequence  in  which 
Lloyd  is  seen  once  again  as  "The  Fresh- 
man," the  silent,  in  which  he  wowed  'em 
years  ago.  That's  when  Waiburn  got  his 
hooks  into  Lloyd. 

And  as  he  leaves  sadly,  Lloyd  gives  Fran- 
ces Ramsden,  an  effective  newcomer,  an  en- 
gagement ring  he  had  been  saving  to  give 
her  f:ur  or  five  sisters  who  also  worked 
for  Waiburn   in  the  same  office. 

After  the  booze  wears  off  Lloyd,  broke, 
decides  to  apply  his  mental  processes  to 
getting  rid  of  the  circus.  His  plan  is  to 
embarrass  Wall  Street  bankers  into  buying 
it  to  convert  into  a  free  circus  for  child- 
ren. This  he  d:es  via  the  lion  "Jackie," 
and  the  business  on  the  ledge  of  which  he 
acquits  himself  like  in  the  old  days,  aided 
by  Conlin. 

As  a  result  of  giving  Wall  Street  a  hec- 
tic bad  time,  Lloyd  and  Conlin  wind  up  in 
the  jug,  also  "Jackie."  It's  the  wrong  jug, 
according  to  the  Lloyd  plan.  They  remedy 
this  when  they  are  bailed  out  by  Miss 
Ramsden  and  meet  up  with  the  banker: 
who  clamor  f:r  the  privilege  of  buying  the 
three  ringers.  However,  Ringling  Brothers 
top  all  bids.  They  could  not  stand  a  com- 
petitive free  circus.  The  kids  lose  out. 

Going  home  with  Miss  Ramsden  in  an 
old  horse-drawn  vehicle  he  also  picked  up 
on  his  spree,  Lloyd  has  $150030,  a  new 
j:b  with  Waiburn  but  is  still  puzzled  as 
to  how  he  spent  Wednesday.  Miss  Ramsden 


with  Gladys  George,  Gay  Nelson 
Columbia  70  Mins. 

MOTHER-CHILD  HEART  THROB  STORY 
FOR  THE  FEMININE  TRADE  WITH  GOOD 
PRODUCTION  VALUES. 

The  many  readers  of  Donald  Henderson 
Clarke's  various  volumes — and  they  are  no 
doubt  legion  among  females — will  come  out 
to  see  this  film  version  of  cne  of  his  novels. 
Very  much  on  the  mother-child  tear-jerking 
side,  the  story  has  good  production  values 
to  recommend  it  and  Miss  George  delivers 
with  skill.  Gay  Nelson  is  draped  about  the 
proceedings  in  many  costume  changes.  Ruth 
D.nnelly  lends  a  few  sparks  to  the  doings. 

Gay  Nelson  is  "Millie's  Daughter." 
Mother,  Grace  George,  is  in  Palm  Beach, 
quite  broke.  She  is  contact  for  social  af- 
fairs from  which  she,  as  well  as  various 
charities,  derive  "benefits."  Miss  Nelson, 
fed  up  with  the  "Maitlands"  in  Back  Bay, 
Boston,  runs  to  her  mcther.  She  makes 
complications.  On  her  trail  is  Paul  Campbell 
who  represents  the  bank  handling  the  Mait- 
land  estate  that  Miss  Nelson  stands  to  in- 
herit 

He  wants  to  bring  her  back  to  Boston. 
He  also  falls  in  love  with  her.  Meanwhile, 
Miss  George  promotes  a  benefit.  Here  a 
g.od  inside  on  the  society  conniver's  rack- 
et is  revealed.  The  various  promotions  are 
indicated  and  at  length  Miss  George  falls 
afoul  of  the  police,  through  her  own  do- 
ing, for  embezzling  charitable  funds.  She 
goes  off  to  jail,  Miss  Nelson  goes  back  t- 
Boston   with   Campbell. 

It  is  simply  told  and  the  various  aspects 
of  the  story  are  handled  intelligently. 

CAST:  Gladys  George,  Gay  Nelson,  Paul 
Campbell,  Norma  Varden,  Arthur  Space,  Nana 
Bryant,  Ethel  Griffies,  Harry  Hayden,  Paul 
Maxey,    Robert    Emmett   Deane. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Bloom;  Director, 
Sidney  Salkow;  Screenplay  by  Edward  Huebsch; 
Based  on  novel  by  Donald  Henderson  Clarke; 
Cameraman,  Allen  Siegler;  Film  Editor,  Aaron 
Stell;  Art  Direction,  Charles  Clague;  Set  Dec- 
orations,  Wilbur  Menefee;   Sound,    Frank  Good- 

DIRECTION,  Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 

M-G-M's  A-Bomb  Pic  Debuts 
Before  Capacity  Crowd 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — "The  Beginning  or 
the  End"  made  its  bow  here  before 
a  capacity  crowd  at  Loew's  Palace, 
with  military  brass  rubbing  elbows 
in  the  lobby  with  senators  and  cab- 
inet members.  Prior  to  the  screening 
M-G-M  was  host  to  hundreds  of  the 
same  guests  at  a  reception  at  the 
Mayflower  Hotel. 

Included  among  the  guests  were  a 
number  of  the  military  men  and 
scientists  who  played  a  major  part 
in  the  development  of  the  A-bomb. 


enlightens  him.  He  married  her  Tuesday  as 
climax  to  shedding  of  his  inhibitions. 

For  sock  entertainment,  for  belly  laughs, 
for  comic  subtleties,  for  sheer  good-natured 
fun,   buy   "Diddlebock." 

CAST:  Harold  Lloyd,  Frances  Ramsden,  Jim- 
my Conlin,  Edgar  Kennedy,  Rudy  Vallee,  Ar- 
line   Judge,    Franklin    Pangborn,    Lionel   Stander. 

CREDITS:  Produced,  Directed  and  written  by 
Preston  Sturges;  Cameraman,  Robert  Pittack; 
Art  Director,  Robert  Usher;  Sound,  Fred  Lau; 
Music  Director,  Warner  Richard  Heymann;  Film 
Editor,  Tom   Neff. 

DIRECTION,  First  Rate.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Top 
Notch. 


Municipal  Ticket  Tax 

Bill  Hoppered  in  Pa, 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
James  J.  Jump,  Luzerne  County 
publicans. 

Money  derived  from  the  tax  wo 
be   used   for   general   revenue   p; 
poses.  ^«  . 

Although  Gov.  James  H{f      T 
cently  told  the  League  of  Thi.yCl 
Cities  it  would  have  to  raise  revei  J 
by  placing  a  tax  on  things  not  ta;  j 
by  the  state,  an  amusement  tax  \| 
probably  be  among  the  recommen 
tions  Duff  will  make  to  the  Gene 
Assembly  in  his  budget  message, 
that  case,  cities,  boroughs,  towns  a  I 
townships  would  be  unable  to  impc 
an  amusement  tax. 


Milwaukee  "Outlaw"  Ban 
Stands,  Commission  Rule 


Milwaukee — At  a  special  meeti  | 
of   the    Milwaukee    Motion    Pictu-j 
Commission,  called  at  the  request 
President   Andrew   Spheeris,  of  t] 
Milwaukee   Towne    Corp.,   operato 
of  Towne  Theater,   and   Robert  A 
Allen,  UA  Milwaukee  branch  ma 
ager,   the  commission  reaffirmed  i  ! 
ruling  that  "The  Outlaw"  should  n 
be  shown  here. 

Herbert  M.  Drissen,  Commissi 
executive  secretary,  declined  Allen 
offer  of  a  special  screening,  indica . 
ing  all  Commission  members  hi\ 
viewed  "The  Outlaw"  .  previousl ' 
Allen  had  made  an  offer  to  dele  , 
parts  of  the  film  the  Commission  txf 
lieved  offensive. 

Because  the  Towne  managemei 
could  not  procure  other  product  i 
replace  "The  Outlaw,"  the  Town 
was  shuttered  Tuesday  and  yestei 
day.  House  re-opens  with  "Scands 
in  Paris"  and  "Bachelor's  Daugh 
ters,"  today. 

At  an  informal  meeting  before  th 
Common  Council,  Spheeris  charge 
"rivalry"  with  the  industry  here  wa 
responsible  for  most  of  the  Towne' 
troubles  in  showing  "The  Outlaw/ 
At  this  meeting  Spheeris  chargeij 
that  two  members  of  the  Commis, 
sion  "represent  interests  which  an 
opposed  to  a  new  first-run  theate: 
coming  into  Milwaukee."  The  Coun 
cil  had  indicated  it  was  set  to  re- 
voke the  Towne's  license,  if  the  filir 
continued  showing. 


CHARTERED 


CARROLL  FILM  CORP.,  INC.,  New  York  City, 
with  capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock, 
all  subscribed,  to  deal  in  motion  pictures.  In- 
corporated at  Albany  by  Arnold  Yates,  Wil- 
liamson   Pell,   Jr.,    Robert   G.    Hay. 

OLYMPIC  FILMS  INTERNATIONAL  CORP., 
New  York  City,  with  capital  of  200  shares  no 
par  value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to 
distribute  motion  picture,  films.  Incorporated 
at  Albany  by  George  Mandelbaum,  Harold  W. 
Grubart,  Sylvia   Nelles. 

ALEXANDER  DISTRIBUTORS,  INC.,  New  York 
City,  with  capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value 
stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to  distribute  mo- 
tion picture  films.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by 
Esther  B.  Sussman,  Sue  Kays,  Mildred  Brenner. 


28  w.     44th    St. 
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7.  K.  Trade  Will  Ask  Gov't  Aid  on  Raw  Slock 


pply  on  Hand  Sufficient 
t  Only  5-6  Weeks;  Print 
isis  Feared;  Labs.  Dark 

ondon  (By  Cable)  —  With  only 
•icient  raw  stock  available  for  the 
t  five  or  six  weeks,  a  committee 
resenting  all  major  organizations 

companies  was  formed  at  an  all- 
iastry  meeting  here  yesterday  to 
roach  the  Labor  Government  on 

critical   situation, 
t  was   disclosed  at  the   meeting 
terday    that    Eastman    Kodak's 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

•C  lo  Add  Two 
ironto  First  Runs 

oronto — Under  a  policy  shake-up 

start  next  month,  FPC  will  have 

first-run  theaters  in  Toronto  in- 

iad  of  the  four  ace  houses.     This 

angement  will  be  effected  by  rais- 
!   the  Tivoli  in  the  downtown  dis- 

:t  and  the  Capitol  in  North  Toron- 
Vto  first-run  level,  with  prices  to 
^advanced  accordingly. 

"he  plan  is  being  adopted  to 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

dry  Appoints  Lewis 
>rne's  Executive  Aide 

Jernard  Lewis,  for  the  past  year 
publicity-exploitation  director  for 
ry  Prods.,  has  been  appointed  ex- 
Sfcive  assistant  to  Hal  Home,  vice- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 

"i 


Depinet  Gets  Greek 
Thanks  from  Royalty 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  co-chairman  of 
the  Industry  Appeal  for  Greek  War 
Orphans,  honoring  Spyros  P.  Skouras, 
lhas  received  a  cable  from  Frederica, 
'Crown  Princess  of  Greece,  express- 
ing appreciation  and  informing  him 
that  a  committee  of  Greeks  and 
Americans  has  been  formed  in  Athens 
to  supplement  efforts  here. 

Princess  Frederica,  chairman  of 
the  committee,  cabled:  "We  take 
this  opportunity  to  send  our  best 
wishes  and  our  heartiest  thanks  to 
you  and  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try of  America  for  continued  con- 
structive work  in  restoring  health 
to  our  suffering  children." 


Reeling  Round -  -  - 

THE  WASHINGTON  SCENE 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 


WASHINGTON 
THE  American  motion  picture  industry  is  now  in  the  throes  of  a  drastic  reallignment 
■  of  its  objectives — pointed  towards  the  foreign  market  and  blanketing  the  globe  with 
films  accenting  the  democratic,  American   way  of  life. 

This  vast  plan,  and  it's  just  that,  has  the  solid — if  unofficial — backing  of  the  White 
House  and   the  State   Department. 

Perhaps  you've  heard  tiny  bits  of  information,  the  sum  of  which  adds  up  to  The  Plan 
but  maybe  we  can  tie  the  thing  up  into  one  package  and  pass  it  along.  Don't  underesti- 
mate this,  though:  it's  an  important  package  and  you'll  hear  more  about  it  in  the  month-, 
and  years  to  come. 

The   plan   concerns   American   motion    pictures   going   abroad.    Not  Government-made 
or   Government-sponsored    films;   not    propaganda    pix,    but   just    plain    Hollywood-made 
"entertainment"  films — films,  however,  that  will  be  watched  and  nutured  with  new  ob 
jectives  in  mind. 

•  • 

ORST  on   the   list  are  American    motion    pictures   destined   for    the    13    countries   in 
which    MPEA    now   operates.    These   countries    include    former   enemy    nations    and 
those  in  which  there  are  Government  film  monopolies — in  other  words,  countries  where 
freedom  of  operation  is  restricted. 

The  motion  pictures  now  exported  to  these  countries  go  through  a  strict,  self-cen- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Bill  Opens  Way  for 
City  Taxes  in  N.Y. 

Albany — A  bill  sponsored  by  the 
New  York  Conference  of  Mayors  to 
permit  cities  and  villages  to  adopt 
local  sales  tax  laws  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate  by  Chauncey  B. 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

Tulsa  Seeks  New  Tax  Field; 
Ticket  Levy  Threat  Feared 

Oklahoma   City  — Tulsa   city  offi- 
cials  who   last  year   considered    an 
amusement  tax  which  would  be  ap- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Stale  Depl,  Praises 
Trade  Export  Policy 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Praising  Hollywood 
attempts  to  export  films  more  clear- 
ly depicting  the   American  way  of 
life,  John   M.   Begg,   State  Depart- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 

Single  Contract  Form 
For  Pine-Thomas  Six 


Charles    M.    Reagan,    Paramount 
vice-president  and  distribution  chief, 
announced  yesterday  that  although 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


ITOA  Plans  Production  Check 

Max  Cohen  to  Coast  on  Secret  Mission 


National  Film  Distributors 
Formed;  Selznick's  "Duel" 
May  be  First  Pic  Handled 

Philadelphia — Organization  of  Na- 
tional Film  Distributors  by  the  Na- 
tional Film  Carriers  Association, 
with  the  latter's  president,  James  P. 
Clark,  heading  the  new  physical  dis- 
tribution company,  was  disclosed 
here  yesterday,  simultaneously  with 
the  revelation  that  NFD  is  about  to 
consummate  a  deal  with  David  0. 
Selznick  for  the  physical  handling 
of  "Duel  in  the  Sun." 

Announcement  of  the  signing  of 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 

Langer  Would  Jail 
Monopoly  Violators 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — A  new  solution  to 
the  industry  monopoly  problem — the 
jailing  of  responsible  officials — was 
proposed  last  week  by  Sen.  William 
Langer,  R.,  N.  D. 

An  examination  of  an  unpubli- 
cized  hearing  of  the  Senate  Civil 
Service  Committee  revealed  the  wit- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Levy  Finds  U.  S.  Industry 
Gains  Abroad  Continuing 

William  M.  (Bill)  Levy,  UA  divi- 
sion manager  for  Europe  and  the 
Near  East,  back  from  a  three-and- 
one-half  months  tour  of  his  European 
territory,  reports  that  the  American 
motion  picture  industry  is  making 
continued  progress  in  its  efforts  to 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Film  Classics  Takes  Over 
Another  Branch  Franchise 

Film  Classics  acquisition  of  the  St. 

Louis   franchise    from    its    present 

holder,  Andy  Dietz,  was  announced 

yesterday  by  Samuel  N.Wheeler,  Film 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


The  ITOA  will  send  Max  A*  Cohen, 
chairman  of  its  Film  Committee,  to 
Hollywood  on  a  confidential  assign- 
ment to  investigate  "present  condi- 
tions in  the  industry  in  the  light  of 
forthcoming  film  problems,"  it  was 
announced  following  _a  membership 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Gov't  Delays  Filiny 
Of  Appeal  on  Decree 

A  hitch  developed  yesterday  in 
the  Department  of  Justice's  filing 
of  its  appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  from  the  decree  of  the  Statu- 
tory Court  in  the  New  York  equity 
suit.  The  Government  appeal  is 
now  slated  for  docketing  either  to- 
day or  Monday. 

Attorneys  for  both  Universal  and 
United  Artists  submitted  their  peti- 
tions and  statements  yesterday,  as 
scheduled. 
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Published  daily  except  Saturdays,  Sundays 
and  Holidays  at  1501  Broadway,  New  York  18, 
X.  Y.,  by  Wid's  Films  and  Film  Folk,  Inc. 
J.  W.  Alicoate,  President;  Donald  M.  Merser- 
eau,  Vice  -  President  and  Treasurer;  Patti 
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day,  New  York. 


Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD.  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk.  6425  Hollywood  Blvd..  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahloneea  Road.  Wash.  16.  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone.  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45.  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave..  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter.  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco.  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay.  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus.  Hnrnhv  Road.  Fort.  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric.  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Takrvarv- 
snlan  30. g.  HONOLULU — Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade.  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael.  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Tack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Mevs, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Ternbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen- Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME — 
Tohn  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

H: 

Am.   Seat 22 

Columb'a    Picts 21 

Columbia   Picts.  pfd.     83 

East.    Kodak    229 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 24 

Loew's,  Inc 25 

Paramount     29 

RKO      15 

Republic    PIct 7 

ReDublic    Pict.    pfd..  .    15 
20th  Centurv-Fox   ...    36 

Universal    Pict 26 

Warner    B--=      17 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    . . .      SVS        5'/,       5V8 

RKO      45/8       4'/2       4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      173'g      17V,      175/3  - 

Trans-Lux      4^4       4'4       4V4  - 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 
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A  quarterly  cash  dividend  of 
$1.12%  per  share  was  declared  yes- 
terday by  the  20th-Fox  board  of 
directors  on  the  prior  preferred 
stock,  payable  March  15,  to  stock- 
holders on  record  as  of  March  3. 

Also  a  quarterly  dividend  of  STV2 
cents  per  share  was  declared  on  the 
outstanding  convertible  preferred, 
payable  March  31,  to  stockholders  on 
record  as  of  March  8. 

Twentieth-Fox  further  declared  a 
quarterly  cash  dividend  of  75  cents 
per  share  on  outstanding  common, 
payable  March  31,  to  stockholders  on 
record   as   of  March  8. 


COffllRG  and  GOIflG 


Albany's  Variety  Club 
Will  Honor  Smakwitz 


Ampa  Nominating  Com. 
Will  Report  March  6 

At  a  closed  meeting  in  the  Town 
Hall  Club  yesterday,  attending  Ampa 
members  elected  a  nominating  com- 
mittee to  name  a  slate  of  officers  for 
the  coming  year. 

Robert  Wile  is  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  includes  David  Ba- 
der,  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  Vincent 
Trotta,  Blanche  Livingston,  Chester 
Friedman  and  Evelyn  Koleman.  Al- 
ternates are  Lige  Brien  and  Hap 
Hadley. 

The  committee  will  present  its 
slate  of  nominees  at  Ampa's  next 
open  meeting  on  March  6  when  the 
editors  and  publishers  of  fan  maga- 
zines will  be  honored. 

President  Rutgers  Neilson  pre- 
sided at  yesterday's  session. 


Neu  and  Jones  Flying 
To  Montreal  for  Parley 

Oscar  F.  Neu,  president  of  Neu- 
made  Products  Corp.  and  TESMA 
head,  and  E.  L.  Jones  of  Neumade, 
will  fly  to  Montreal  tomorrow  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  Benograph  16 
mm.  dealers. 

Neu  and  Jones  will  return  in  time 
to  attend  the  NEA -convention  which 
begins  in  Atlantic  City  March  1. 
This  is  a  national  meeting  of  school 
superintendants  and  Neumade  will 
exhibit  motion  picture  equipment  for 
the  visual  education  field. 


Price  to  Assume  UN 
Duties  in  Few  Weeks 


JOHN  BALABAN  and  MRS.  BALABAN  have 
gone   to   Laa'nnta,   Calif,   for  a   Winter  vacation. 

JACOB  WILK,  WB  Eastern  production  head, 
leaves  today  for  the  Coast  to  confer  with 
Jack  L.  Warner  on  several  pending  story 
deals. 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  Warners'  Eastern  district 
manager,  and  ED  HINCHY,  head  of  the  play- 
date  department,  will  be  in  Pittsburgh  for  the 
week-end. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  head  of  M-G-M^s 
exploitation  department,  is  due  back  from  Chi- 
cago Monday  after  attending  the  Midwestern 
premiere  of  M-G-M's  "The  Yearling"  at  the 
B.  &  K.  State  Lake  Theater. 

LAURITZ  MELCHIOR,  M-G-M  and  Metropoli- 
tan Opera  star,  is  due  in  Washington  today 
for  a  concert  at  Constitution  Hall  Monday  eve- 
ning. 

WALLACE  BEERY,  M-G-M  star,  is  in  town 
from    the   Coast. 

LOUIS  DE  ROCHEMONT,  20th-Fox  producer, 
is   in    New  York  with    MRS.   DE    ROCHEMONT. 

ROBERT  MITCHUM,  actor,  arrived  here  from 
the  West  Coast  yesterday. 

MRS.  MARIE  METES,  wife  of  Dr.  John 
Metes,  and  daughter  of  John  Tatu,  co-owners 
of  the  Casino  and  Nortown  Theaters,  Detroit, 
goes  to  Hollywood  Beach,  Fla.,  to  join  her 
father. 

HARRIS  DUDELSON,  district  manager  of  Al- 
bert Dezel  Productions,  Inc.,  is  spending  this 
week    in    Chicago. 

MARNY  KENNEALY,  the  all-Irish  beautv 
contest  winner,  left  New  York  yesterday  for 
Hollvwood  where  she  will  be  screen-tested  at 
the    RKO   studios. 

TOM  DRAKE,  M-G-M  star,  was  in  Baltimore 
last  night  where  he  attended  a  banquet  of 
Md.    Game   and    Fish    Protective   Assoc. 

SOLLY  BAIANO,  Warners'  studio  talent  scout, 
left  Burbank  yesterday  for  a  tour  of  Little 
Theaters    in   the    Pacific   Northwest. 

ALAN  MELVILLE,  British  film  actor  and 
author,  arrives   today  on   the  liner  America. 

MARCELLE  LAMY,  prize  winner  of  "Cine- 
monde"  contest  last  year,  arrives  in  New  York 
this    afternoon    v;a    the    liner   America. 

ANGELA  LANSBURY,  co-star  in  'The  Private 
Affairs  of  Bel  Ami."  will  arrive  in  New  York 
tomorrow  from  the  West  Coast. 

JACK  ELLIS.  UA's  N.  Y.  district  manager, 
leaves  for  Buffalo  today  to  attend  the  first 
of  four  regional  meetings.  Accompanyina  him 
are:  ABE  DICKSTEIN,  assistant  to  Edward 
M.  Schnitter,  Eastern  and  Canadian  sales  mana- 
qer:  PAT  MARCONF.  DAVE  BURtfAN.  SAM 
RIFKIN.  WILLIAM  SHUTZER,  DICK  PERRY  and 
WAITER  McVEIGH.  from   the  New  York  branch. 

PHYLLIS  CALVERT  sailed  for  England  yes- 
terday  aboard    the    S.S.    Queen    Elizabeth. 


CanaHicm  Pioneers  to 
Meet  In  Toronto  Feb.  27 


To'^n+o — Six*h  annual  meeting;  of 
the  Tanadian  Picture  Pioneer^  is 
schedule-!  for  Feb.  27  at  the  King 
Edward  Hotel. 


Lake  Success  —  Byron  Price  will 
assume  his  new  duties  as  Assistant 
Secretary  General  of  the  UN  within 
a  few  weeks. 


HI-BRED  POPCORN 

In  any  quantity 

$9.75  per  hundred  pounds 

fob   Chicago 

COCONUT   OIL    in    four   hundred    pound 

drums,    34   Cents    per    pound. 

37     pound     containers     36     Cents     per 

pound. 

Wire  or  air  mail  your  orders  to 

JAMES  SAVOY 

1431    South   Morgan   St.,  Chicago  8,   III. 


ITS  READY 

Don't  wait  any  longer.  Our  new  Prevue  Trailer  Service 
is  Ready  NOW.  For  details  write,  wire  or  phone 
Filmack,  1322  S.  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago  5,  Illinois. 


FILM  AC  K  give*  QUICKEST  SERVICE  on  SPECIAL  TRAILERS 


Albany  —  A  testimonial  dir 
dance  to  Charles  A.  Smakwitz. 
tiring  Chief  Barker  of  the  Var 
Club,  will  be  held  at  the  Del 
Clinton  Hotel,  March  1.  Appr 
mately  200  are  expected  to  at: 
from  upper  New  York  State,  Buf 
and  New  York  City  area. 

The   committee    consists   o  , 
Winig,     chairman;     Neil     J^  T. 
chief  barker;  Leo  Rosen.  C.  J.  £a 
Saul  Ullman  and  Jerry  Atkin. 


Davis  Named  to  Two 
More  Rank  Co.  Boards 


London  (By  Cable) — John  Da 
managing  director  of  the  J.  Ar: 
Rank  Organization,  Ltd.,  and  ji 
managing  director  of  Odeon  1 
aters,  Ltd.,  has  just  been  appoir 
to.  the  board  of  directors  of 
Gaumont  British  Picture  Corp. 
General  Film  Distributors. 


Pratchett  Names  Weenir. 
Para.  Peruvian  Managei 


A.  L.  Pratchett,  Paramount's  La  j 
America      division      manager, 
named  Siegfried  Weening  as  brai; 
manager    for    Peru.     Weening   \, 
fill   the   post   left   by   the    death 
Osvaldo    Urrutia.      He   leaves   N] 
York  today  for  his  headquarters 
Lima. 


STANDING  THEM  UP 
IN    BOSTON 

Devonshire's 

SOCK 

Combination 

REX  HARRISON  and 
VIVIEN  LEIGH 

in 

"STORM  in  a  TEACUP' 

Together  with 

"SOUTH  RIDING" 

Starring 

AND  TODD   and 
SIR  RALPH    RICHARDSON 


It  Can  Do  The  Same  For  You 


For  United  States  and  Canada 

Call,    Write   or  Wire 
Steve    Fitzgibbon,  Jr. 


. 


DEVONSHIRE  FILM  CO. 

185   DEVONSHIRE  ST.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
Telephone:  HUbbard  6450 


-iday,  February  21,  1947 


13% 
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.  Va.  TMA  Carries 
ix  Fighljo  Public 

lharleston  —  The  West  Virginia 
:,ater  Managers'  Association  have 
jght  large  space  in  the  daily 
rleston  Gazette  here  to  carry  to 
public  their  fight  against  "ex- 
r~s  and   discriminating"   tax 

'llV VTMA  ad  attacks  the  classi- 
jtion  of  attendance  at  motion  pic- 
b  theaters  as  "luxury  spending," 
iting  out  that  the  low-salaried 
:king  people  who  constitute  the 
at  mass  of  motion  picture  patrons 

in  the  medium  the  only  type  of 
isrtainment  they  can  afford, 
he   argument   calls    attention   to 

role  of  the  theaters  in  selling 
ds  during  the  war,  collecting  for 
ritable  organizations  and  partici- 
.ion  in  efforts  to  stamp  out  juve- 

delinquency  and  crime,  adding 
t  exhibitors  are  willing  to  pay 
ir  "just  share  of  taxes  levied  uni- 
jnly  for  the  public  welfare,"  but 
jet  to  "arbitrary  and  discrimina- 
v"  taxes  imposed  upon  the  amuse- 
it  industry  that  far  exceed  the 
jes  imposed  upon  other  industries 
-  :he  same  community, 
'rime  purpose  of  plea  is  to  arouse 
public  to  opposition  against  fur- 
r  levies.  "If  state  and  local  gov- 
ments  superimpose  an  additional 
,"  the  managers  say,  "the  theater 
I  either  increase  the  price  of  ad- 
sions  to  cover  the  tax,  or  will 
orb  the  tax  and  reduce  the  quality 

quantity  of  entertainment.  In 
per  event,  it  is  the  patron  who 
I  pay — directly  or  indirectly." 


nois  Allied  Will 
act  Officers  Tuesday 

Chicago — The  17th  annual  meeting 
I  election  of  officers  and  directors 
the  Allied  Theaters  of  Illinois  is 
)dded  for  Tuesday  at  the  Conti- 
ital  Hotel  here. 

it  a  board  of  directors  meeting 
s  week,  Richard  Salkin  of  the 
kson  Park  Theater  was  elected 
the  board  to  fill  a  vacancy.  Jack 
sch,  prexy  of  ATI,  announced 
group's  endorsement  and  support 
American  Brotherhood  Week,  the 
1  Cross  Drive,  and  the  Greek  War 
3han  drive.  Kirsch  is  serving  as 
irman  on  each  of  these  drives. 


EM  BIRTHDAV 
SREETInGS  TO: 

Feb.  21 

Gordon   S.  White  Arline   Judge 

Ann   Sheridan  Edwin  L.  Marin 

Feb.  22 

James    Kirkwood  Nacio  Herb  Brown 

B.    P.   Fineman  Albert  Herman 

J.  Miller  WaiKer  G.    W.    Yates 

M.    B.   Horvitz  Marcy    McGuire 
Harry  Brandt 

Feb.  23 

Victor   Fleming  Norman  Taurog 

Rita   Weiman  Emil   C.   Jensen 
idward  M.  Saunders    Leonard  S.  Schlesinger 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Week-end  Report 

•  •  •  THE  QUESTION  BEFORE  THE  HOUSE:  Is  there  a  change 
coming  in  the  top  echelon  of  a  company  as  soon  as  a  settlement  can 
be  negotiated? 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Republic's  Jimmy  Grainger,  pointing  out  thai 
19   of  Republic's   54   pictures   this  year  will   be  in  color,  ventures   the 

opinion  that  all  films  will  be  produced  in  color  within  two  years As 

for  Republic's  own  color  process,  Trucolor,  Jimmy  says  technicians  have 

improved   it    50    per    cent    during   the    last   year Incidentally,   the 

Republic  executive  vice-prexy  is  not  inclined  to  join  in  the  chorus  of  those 

who  see  business  disaster  ahead Admitting  that  the  boxoHice  may 

no  longer  be  at  the  high  peak  reached  during  the  war  years,  Jimmy 
terms  grosses  "still  entirely  satisfactory."  ...  •  Cinema  Stamp  Col- 
lectors, at  its  meeting  Wednesday  night  at  Town  Hall  Club,  will  hear 
Steph  D.  Rich,  noted  philatelic  publisher,  writer  and  lecturer. ...  •  Didja 
know  that  Tri-States  is  prepared  to  spend  up  to  $1,000,000  to  provide 
Omaha,  Nebr.,  with  a  good  amusement  park?  ...  •  The  Roosevelt 
family  would  have  preferred  that  F.D.R.  not  be  impersonated  on  either 
stage  or  screen  during  the  lifetime  of  those  who  knew  him  directly  and 
indirectly,  but  took  the  position  that  they  must  face  practical  realities.  .  .  . 

•  RCA  Victor  will  be  the  first  to  enter  the  television  set  market  in  the 
Los  Angeles  area  with  substantial  quantities  of  receivers.  ...  •  Add 
signs  o'  the  times:  Walter  Reade  Theaters  are  going  in  for  a  special 
series  of  midnight  horror  shows  in  its  New  Jersey  houses.  ...  •  Wash- 
ington had  one  of  its  worst  snow  storms  in  years  yesterday All 

Government  offices  closed  early The  storm  put  the  capital's  phone 

service  on  the  blink.  ...  •  So  Senator  Langer  thinks  the  industry's 
monopolists  should  be  jailed,  does  he? Well,  it  wouldn't  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  some  toppers  who  might  find  jail  a  really  pleasant  alterna- 
tive to  the  problems  and  perplexities  and  worries  the  decree  has 
brought 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  has  been  set 
for  day  and  date  roadshow  engagement  in  three  Long  Beach,  Calif., 
theaters,  opening  March  19.  .  .  .  •  Donald  Nelson  has  been  elected  a 
director  of  the  Hektoen  Institute  for  Medical  Research.  ...  •  "The 
Yearling"  is  playing  at  a  straight  $.95  admission  at  B  &  K's  State  Lake, 
where  it  opened  yesterday.  ...  •  Benedict  Bogeaus  Prods,  has  ap- 
pointed J.  Walter  Thompson  as  its  agency.  ...  •  It's  Cecil  B.  deMille's 
thesis  that  not  dates,  but  dramatic  occurrences,  are  of  first  importance  in 
making  an  historical  picture.  ...  •  Joan  Leslie  has  formed  her  own 
independent  producing  company  with  James  Allen,  Oklahoma  oil  mag- 
nate, as  president Initial  production  will  be  Fannie  Hurst's  as  yet 

unpublished  novel,  "The  Hands  of  Veronica,"  with  Joan,  of  course, 
starring 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA  prexy,  was 
tendered  a  testimonial  dinner  by  the  Jefferson-Graveis  Bank,  St.  Louis, 
to  mark  his  25th  anniversary  as  a  director.  ...  •  And  Foreign  Screen 
Corp.  tendered  a  luncheon  to  Gilda  Bueno,  celebrating  her  first  anni- 
versary as  head  of  the  contract  dept.  ...  •  Clyde  R.  Keith,  N.  Y. 
engineering  rep.  of  WE's  ERP  division,  has  been  elected  editorial  vice- 
prexy  of  the  SMPE.  ...  •  Greater  New  York  Fund's  coming  campaign 
will  be  headed  by  Frederick  M.  Warburg  of  Kuhn,  Loeb.  ...  •  What's 
this  about  the  Motion  Picture  Forum  favoring  the  revival  of  UMPI,  vetoed 
in  its  original  form  by  the  D  of  J? 

T  T  T 


Nat'l  Film  Distribs. 
Formed  by  Carriers 

(Continued  hum  Page  1) 
the  agreement  that  will  activate  the 
new  company,  backed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  NFCA,  is  expected  simul- 
taneously in  New  York  and  Holly- 
wood either  today  or  early  next  week. 

NFD,  which  will  have  head- 
quarters in  this  city,  will  establish 
21  exchanges  across  the  country,  it  is 
learned.  A  New  York  branch  will  toe 
opened   shortly. 

The  deal  negotiated  with  Selznick 
calls  for  the  physical  distribution  of 
"Duel"  on  a  nation-wide  basis,  and 
it  is  understood  that  several  Selz- 
nick re-issues  may  also  be  handled. 

Facilities  of  NFD  will  be  made 
available  to  other  producers,  the 
Selznick  deal  not  being  on  an  ex- 
clusive basis. 

For  some  time,  a  number  of  car- 
riers affiliated  with  the  national  as- 
sociation have  made  available  film 
storage  and  inspection  service  in  ad- 
dition to  delivery  service  for  indie 
producers.  At  the  present  time,  these 
carriers  number  10.  Pioneer  in  this 
field  was  the  Clark  Film  Distributors 
of  this  city. 

Others  now  include  the  Exhibitors 
Film  Delivery  in  Kansas  City,  Film 
Transportation  in  Des  Moines,  Caro- 
lina Delivery  Service  in  Charlotte, 
Film  Service  in  Milwaukee,  Film 
Transit  in  Memphis,  Transway  in 
New  Orleans,  Exhibitor  Service  in 
Pittsburgh,  Gilboy  in  Frisco  and 
Benton  Bros,  in  Atlanta. 

NFD  plans  to  provide  storage 
vaults,  and  inspection  and  shipping 
rooms   in  the   21  cities. 


Film  Classics  Takes  Over 
Another  Branch  Franchise 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Classics'  sales  manager,  who  is  en- 
route  there  from  New  York  with 
David  Wiener,  company  comptroller, 
who  will  install  the  new  organiza- 
tional bookkeeping  policies. 

Take-over  of  the  St.  Louis  fran- 
chise marks  the  fourth  acquired  re- 
cently by  Film  Classics,  Inc.,  giving 
the  company  13  wholly  owned 
branches  in  excess  of  50  per  cent  of 
the  country. 


STORK  REPORTS 


A  fourth  son,  to  be  named  Gordon, 
was  born  to  Mrs.  Winfield  Andrus, 
wife  of  the  associate  editor  of  The 
Film  Daily  Year  Book  of  Motion 
Pictures,  yesterday  at  Floral  Park 
Sanitarium.  The  future  editor 
weighed  in  at  eight  pounds,  11  ounces. 


Chicago — Charles  Buzzard,  of  B 
&  K's  Station  WBKB,  is  the  father 
of  twins,  born  at  the  Evanston  Hos- 
pital. Kenneth  weighed  seven  pounds, 
seven  ounces  and  Carl  Raymond  at 
six  pounds,  10  ounces. 


RECORDS 
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U.  S.  Industry  Gains 
Abroad  Continuing 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
re-establish  operations   abroad   at  a 
pre-war  level. 

"I  don't  think  that  any  industry 
engaged  in  foreign  activity  has  re- 
sumed business  on  the  Continent  as 
quickly  and  efficiently  as  the  motion 
picture  industry,"  Levy  stated. 

The  UA  executive,  whose  tour 
covered  Belgium,  France,  Switzer- 
land, Italy,  Greece,  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal, said  that  alert  European  exhib- 
itors have  continued  their  intensive 
efforts  to  improve  theater  facilities 
and  operations.  The  reappearance 
of  American  films  to  an  audience 
deprived  of  them  during  the  war  has 
proved  a  significant  stimulus  to  the- 
ater attendance,  he  added. 


Single  Contract  Form 
For  Pine  Thomas  Six 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
a  single  contract  form  would  be  used 
in  selling  the  six  Pine-Thomas  pro- 
ductions that  Para,  will  release  this 
year,  license  for  each  of  the  six 
would  be  negotiated  separately  in 
conformity  with  the  terms  of  the 
Statutory  Court  decision  requiring 
product  to  be  sold  picture  by  picture 
and  theater  by  theater. 

Pix  involved  are  "Big  Town," 
"Seven  Were  Saved,"  "Fear  in  the 
Night,"  "Danger  Street,"  "I  Cover 
Big  Town"  and  "Jungle  Flight." 
Latter  three  will  be  tradeshown  na- 
tionally today. 


Reeling  Bound-  -  - 

THE  WASHINGTON  SCENE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


sorship  by  the  American  film  industry.  No  excesses  of  any  kind  are  permitted  in  the 
films  sent  to  these  13  ccuntries.  No  pix  that  show  either  the  seemy  side  of  American 
life.  In  other  words,  only  those  pictures  which  present  a  democratic  America  at  its 
best.  Films,  in  a  few  other  words,  that  will  give  these  foreign  nations  the  best  pos 
sible  view  of  this  country  and  what  we  stand  for.  Remember,  the  U.  S.  industry  is 
getting  little  or  no  dohar  return  .on  the  films  sent  to  these  countries. 

Two  things  are  at  stake:  one,  a  hope  that  once  the  films  get  back  in  these  markets, 
at  some  future  date,  there  will  be  a  money  return,  and,  two,  the  hope  that  these  pix 
will  have  a  definite  influence  on  the  thinking  of  the  people  in  these  foreign  countries. 
Remember,  most  of  these  countries  are  either  out-and-out  leftish  now  or  have  leanings 
in   that  direction. 

•  • 

NEXT  on  the  list  are  films  exported  to  other  foreign  countries:  this  part  of  the 
plan  is  only  in  the  "advice"  stage — but  it  goes  deeper  than  just  passing  on  com- 
pleted films.  When  any  given  film  is  being  written,  "advice"  is  given  on  whether  cer- 
tain parts  will  be  acceptable,  in,  say,  Mexico  or  Brazil  or  France.  It's  all  done  by  the 
industry,  of  course,  with  the  Government  steering  clear  of  the  whole  thing.  Wnethei 
any  single  company  takes  the  advice  or  not,  of  course,  is  its  own  business.  The  im- 
portant thing  is  that  movies  are  made  and  advice  given  with  a  view  towards  getting 
Dest  possible  results — meaning,  spreading  the  democratic  theme  and  minimizing  over 
seas   objections — in   foreign   countries. 

Winding  up  the  list  are  films  which  go  to  these  last  mentioned  countries,  but  with  a 
different  twist.  These  are  films  going  to  the  "big  money"  countries — Great  Britain. 
France,  etc.  This  part  of  the  plan  is  barely  in  the  discussion  stage,  but  the  important 
point  is  that  it  is  even  being  discussed.  In  this  part  of  the  package,  the  strict  watch 
kept  over  films  going  to  the  13  countries  previously  mentioned  would  spread  to  pix  going 
to  ALL  other   foreign   countries. 

•  • 

KIOW  to  tie  up  the  package:  The  American  motion  picture  industry  is  at  least  con- 
'  ^  templating  a  close  watch  on  every  single  film  that  is  to  be  exported  from  this 
country.  Only  those  films  which  present  a '""favorable"  ( i.e. ,~freT  from  excesses)  picture 
jr  America  and  its  democratic  life  will  leave  this  country  for  foreign  screens.  And 
underline  this,  too:  the  industry  has  the  full  backing  of  the  State  Department  and  the 
White  House.  The  Government,  however,  will  have  no  hand  in  this  censorship  and  will 
keep  miles  away  from  the  whole  thing. 

The  Plan's  effect  on  films  shown  in  this  country? 

That's  another  story. 
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Signal  Corps.  Has  4,200 
16mm.  Projectors  on  Order 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  The  Army  Signal 
Corps  now  has  4,200  16  mm.  sound 
projectors  on  order,  the  Army  said 
yesterday  rather  than  the  5,000  re- 
ported here  Wednesday.  (The  fig- 
ure 5,000  came  unofficially  from  an 
Army  procurement  official.)  In  ad- 
dition, as  reported  Wednesday,  1,500 
more  machines  are  to  be  ordered 
with  bids  out  now. 

The  Army  was  not  able  or  willing 
to  account  for  the  25,000  machines 
it  purchased  for  the  Signal  Corps 
during  the_war  period,  beyond  say- 
ing- some  are  now  useless,  some  in 
repair  and  some  in  use. 

The  4,200  machines  now  on  order 
are  for  reserve  organizations,  the 
National  Guard,  the  ROTC  and  the 
Officers  Reserve  Corps,  and  are  to 
be  used  for  training  purposes,  it 
was  said.  The  additional  1,500  will 
go  to  the  civil  affairs  division  for 
use  in  occupied  territories,  though 
it  is  not  clear  whether  they  will  be 
used  exclusively  for  troop  training 
or  for  education  and  indoctrination 
purposes  among  the  former  enemy 
civilians  as  well. 


The  29th  Edition  Now  in  Preparation,  Out  Soon 


Pergament  Has  "Tinderbox" 

"The  Tinderbox,"  Danish-produced 
version  of  an  Andersen  Story,  has 
been  acquired  by  Harvey  Perga- 
ment for  U.  S.  release. 


Stale  Dept.  Praises 
Trade  Export  Policy 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ment    pix    official,    yesterday    s 
European   nations   were  on   an  ; 
tellectual  shopping  tour." 

"It  is  up  to  this  country  tf  ^ 
films  which  truly  depict  the\rJt 
cratic  way  of  life  on  the  inter 
tional  counter  when  Europe  goes 
this  shopping  tour,"  Begg  said. 

With  Hollywood  now  working 
wards  the  same  end,  Begg  said,  t 
country  now  has  a  double  barrel 
program  for  providing  foreign 
tions   with  films  presenting   a  ti 
picture  of  America. 

Beggs,  who  is  assistant  direc 
in  charge  of  media  for  the  OIIC,  s; 
there  is  great  demand  abroad  i 
the  State  Department's  documen 
ries  and  that  the  Governments 
most  foreign  countries  are  co-( 
erating  with  the  State  Departmt 
in  its  film  program  and  this  trend 
"developing  rapidly." 

This  was  generally  true,  he  add> 
even  in  those  countries  with  gc 
ernment  film  monopolies. 

The  State  Department  official  s; 
there  is  a  great  shortage  of  16  m 
projectors  abroad  with  unfilled  c 
ders  placed  in  this  country  for  "1 
erally  hundreds  of  projectors." 


Dewey  Urged  To  Yell 
ill  Entangling  Exhib 


Provoked  by  the  manner  in  whi 
two  bills  had  been  rushed  throuj 
the  legislature  in  Albany,  N.  Y.  Ci' 
Councilman  Eugene  P.  Connol 
wired  Gov.  Dewey  yesterday  to  ve 
State  Assemblyman  Malcolm  W 
son's  bill  which  would  deny  an  e 
hibitor  his  license  on  the  basis  ' 
alleged  obscenity  in  ads. 

Other  bill  which  Connolly  refern 
to  was  Rep.  Francis  X.  McGowar. 
proposal  that  would  penalize  autho 
for  alleged  obscene  writings. 

Complete  text  of  Connolly's  wt 
to  the  Governor: 

"I  desire  to  register  my  unqualiik 
opposition  to  the  two  dangeroi 
measures  passed  by  the  Legislatui 
banning  alleged  obscene  advertis! 
ments  of  films  and  making  authi 
criminally  responsible  for  allege 
obscene  writing.  Both  bills  are  sul 
versive  of  and  would  abridge  oi 
constitutional  rights  of  a  free  pre: 
and  free  speech.  Strongly  urge  ths 
you  veto  both  proposals.  Respec 
fully  ask  that  you  grant  a  publ 
hearing  for  presentation  of  vien 
opposing  these  measures." 

Very  soon  Connolly  intends  to  ha^ 
a  similar  public  hearing  in  City  Ha 
regarding  his  own  bill  which  woul 
prevent  arbitrary  censorship  on  th 
part  of  the  City  License  Commi; 
sioner. 


Hay,  February  21,  1947 
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"Pursued" 

•ith  Teresa  Wright,   Robert   Mitchum 
rners  101  rVTns. 

DULT  TALE   OF   TWISTED    PERSON- 
TIES,    SOUNDLY    DRAMATIC,    RATES 
FIRST-RATE     "CLASS"     WESTERN, 
Y   PLAYED   AND   SKILLFULLY    Di- 


cing the  neurotic  to  the  western 
"Pursued,"     second     number     from 
5.   Pictures,  is   a  sound   dramatic  offer- 
hrlding  attention   from  the  outset  and 
wering   a    story    that    mounts    to    a    fair 
:k  of  suspense.  Raoul  Walsh  handled  the 
with   skill   and   his  chief   players   man- 
constant    conviction.    Miss    Wright, 
ichum,    Judith     Anderson,     Dean    Jagger 
Alan  Hale  in  the  leads  merit  applause, 
liven    Busch's    original    screenplay    takes 
case  of  Mitchum  and  traces  it  back  to 
experience    that   occurred    in    his   child- 
id  when   his  family  was  wiped  out  in  a 
d.  The   telling  is  heavily  detailed.  Seg- 
kts    cf    Mitchum's    mental    problem    are 
■  ted.  The  scenario  mounts  to  its  climax 
conclusion    via    the    flashback    method 
Mitchum   is   routed   from    his    marriage 
when  the  feuding  forces  decide  to  wipe 
the  last  of  the  "Rand"  clan — Mitchum. 
jhis   is    an    adult    tale    of    twisted    per- 
tdities,  ulterior  motives   and    lurking 
%at    of    death    arising    frcm     dishonored 
ilies    compounded     of    such    basics    as 
found  hatred,  murder,  brawling  and  love 

degenerates  into   homicidal   intent, 
vfitchum,  as  a  child  is  taken  in  by  Miss 
derson    and    raised    along   with    Miss 
;i?ht  and  John  Rodney.  When  the  Span- 
War   comes    he    goes   off   to    return    a 
\p.  He  goes  back  to  the  ranch  and  dis- 
liis  a   dislike    for   his   presence    there   by 
ney.  Later  they   brawl.    Rodney  tries   t~ 
Mitchum,  is  himself  killed.  Miss  Wright 
Miss  Anderson  think  it  was  murder  and 
chum,  acquitted,  departs  to  take  a  part- 
ship    in    a    gambling    joint-saloon    with 
n    Hale.  They    prosper. 
Meanwhile   Dean  Jagger,  stalwart  of  the 
ilium"    clan    lurks   in    the    near   distance 
]    provokes   situations.    He   sets   a   stupid 
Jjf  to  kill  Mitchum.   It  works   in   reverse. 
e   is  arcund   to  save   Mitchum's   life   in 
.dmbush.  Mitchum  has  always  loved  Miss 
fight  and  he  again  takes  up  wooing  her. 
acquiesces,   but  coolly.  At  length   they 
Jry.  She  plans  to  kill  him  on  their  wed- 
g    night.    Hence    the    tale,    which    con- 
Ues  with  the  pair  surrounded  in  the  old 
-  nd"    place.   They   give    in.    Mitchum    is 
.ut   to    be    hung.    Miss    Anderson    saves 
by    killing    Jagger.    Meanwhile,    there 
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EDDIIIC  BELLS 


Levy-Levitt 

Toel  Levy,  out-of-town  booker  for 

2w  theaters,  announced  yesterday 

engagement  of  his  daughter,  Lor- 

'ne,  to  Sam  Levitt,  attorney-at-law. 

Schoen-Solier 

i  "hicago  —  Marvin   Salter  of  the 

;ited  Artists  Theater,  will  marry 

E    Schoen,    daughter    of    Edward 

loen,    formerly    of    Warner    ex- 

nge. 


ITOA  Plans  Check  on 
Hollywood  Production 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Astor  yester- 
day. 

There  was  no  elaboration,  but  it 
was  generally  assumed  that  the 
ITOA  was  concerned  with  the  effects 
upon  production  of  both  the  recent 
decree  in  the  Government's  equity 
suit  and  any  box  office  decrease. 

President  Harry  Brandt  named  a 
committee  of  six  plus  three  alter- 
nates to  represent  the  ITOA  at  the 
forthcoming  March  10-11  New  York 
meeting  of  indie  exhibitors  to  dis- 
cuss the  proposed  Motion  Picture 
Forum.  Committee  embraces,  in  ad- 
dition to  Brandt,  the  following: 

John  C.  Bolte,  Bronx;  Rudolph 
Sanders,  Brooklyn;  Leon  Rosenblatt, 
New  Jersey;  Robert  Goldblatt,  up- 
state New  York;  Max  A.  Cohen, 
Manhattan. 

Alternates  appointed  are  Henry 
Siegel,  Max  Goldbaum  and  David 
Mate. 

Negotiations  between  National  Al- 
lied and  ITOA  committees  looking 
to  the  New  York  association's  affilia- 
tion with  Allied  will  be  resumed  in 
mid-March,  it  was  indicated.  Move 
has  marked  time,  first,  because  of  the 
absence  from  New  York  of  Brandt, 
and  now  because  Irving  Dollinger, 
Allied  committee  chairman,  is  leav- 
ing for  a  Mexican  vacation. 


Tulsa  Seeks  New  Tax  Field; 
Ticket  Levy  Threat  Feared 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
plied  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent  on 
admissions  had  industry  leaders  here 
worried  yesterday  after  they  had 
asked  the  legislature  to  extend  the 
city's  taxing  powers. 

Mayor  Lee  Price  of  Tulsa  dis- 
cussed the  taxing  authority  measure 
with  state  lawmakers  without  refer- 
ring specifically  to  an  amusement 
tax. 

Under  present  state  laws,  cities 
cannot  make  additional  levies  on 
items  already  subject  to  state  taxes. 
Theater  tickets  now  come  under 
Oklahoma's  two  per  cent  sales  tax 
prices.  Proposed  legislation  might 
clear  the  way  for  an  additional  lo- 
cal tax  on  them.  So  far,  no  law- 
maker had  agreed  to  sponsor  the 
bill  which  Price  brought  here  from 
Tulsa  for  their  consideration. 


has   be,en  a  thorough   understanding. 

CAST:  Teresa  Wright,  Robert  Mitchum,  Judith 
Anderson,  Dean  Jagger,  John  Rodney,  Harry 
Carey,  Jr.,  Clifton  Young,  Charles  Bates,  Peggy 
Miller,  Lane  Chandler,  Elmer  Ellingwood,  Jack 
Montgomery,    Ian   MacDonald. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Milton  Sperling;  Screen- 
play and  Original  story,  Niven  Busch;  Cam- 
eraman, James  Wong  Howe;  Film  Editor,  Chris- 
tian Nyby;  Art  Director,  Ted  Smith;  Set  Dec- 
orations, Jack  McConaghy;  Orchestral  arrange- 
ments, Murray  Cutter;  Musical  Director,  Leo 
F.   Forbstein. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Excellent. 

Show  "Lady"  on  March  7 

Paramount  Pictures  will  screen 
"The  Imperfect  Lady"  for  the  trade 
in  all  branch  areas  on  March  7. 


DAILY 


In  Grand  Rapids  Film- 
Going  Has  Its  Hazards 

Grand  Rapids  —  "Where's  Mar- 
lowe? Where's  Sam  Spade?  Where's 
Charlie  Chan?" 

"Get  'em  to  the  Madison  Theater, 
on  the  double." 

Someone  threw  a  knife  at  George 
Hamilton  during  the  screening  of 
"One  Exciting  Week,"  as  he  left. 
It  was  a  five-inch  job.  The  paring 
variety. 

Local  police  said  the  attack  was 
intentional.  The  weapon  was  carried 
into  the  theater  for  that  purpose. 

Are  they  kiddin'? 


Opens  Way  for 
City  Taxes  in  N.  Y. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Hammond,  Elmira  Republican. 

A  local  law  may  impose  a  sales 
tax  on  utility  services,  professions, 
hotel  rooms,  admission  to  theaters, 
wages  and  business. 

Proceeds  of  the  tax  would  be  used 
for  general  purposes  by  the  locality 
imposing  the  levy. 

Chi.'s  RKO  Palace  Burglarized 

Chicago — RKO  Palace  theater  box- 
office  was  held  up  yesterday  morn- 
ing. The  burglar  was  captured  by 
police  shortly  after  robbery. 


FPC  to  Add  Two 

Toronto  First  Runs 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
speed  up  local  releases  and  also  to 
provide  a  first-run  theater  for  the 
North  section  of  the  city  which  has 
grown  considerably  in  recent  years. 
The  policy  of  the  Imperial  and 
Shea's  theaters  remains  unchanged 
while  the  Tivoli  will  be  paired  with 
the  Eglinton,  and  the  Victoria  will 
team  with  the  Capitol  theater  on 
day  and  date  bookings.  The  first 
attraction  at  the  Tivoli  and  Eglinton 
will  be  "The  Jolson  Story"  which 
has  not  yet  played  Toronto  because 
of  film  congestion  and  is  expected  to 
run  for  a  considerable  number  of 
weeks.  Next  on  the  list  for  the  two 
theaters  will  be  "Sinbad  the  Sailor," 
also  expected  to  be  a  long-runner. 

New  Denver  First  Fun 

Denver — The  Broadway,  which  has 
been  running  films  last  run,  goe3  to 
first  run  Feb.  28  with  "Love  Laughs 
at  Andy  Hardy."  Prices  will  be 
boosted  to  35-74,  prevailing  first-run 
prices  here. 

Charles  Doty  Services 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  at 
one  o'clock  this  afternoon  for  Charles 
W.  Doty,  composer  and  vaudeville 
star,  who  died  in  his  81st  year  at 
his  New  York  home.  Besides  his 
widow,  he  is  survived  by  his  three 
sisters. 


Paramount 

TRADE  SHOW 

New  York  City  Territory  Only 


"BLAZE 

of  NOON 
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Starring 

ANNE  BAXTER  -WILLIAM  HOLDEN 

SONNY  TUFTS  •  WILLIAM  BENDIX 

STERLING  HAYDEN-  HOWARD  DA  SILVA 

Produced  by  Robert  Fellows  •  Directed  by  John  Farrow 

■_ -V 

MONDAY,  MARCH  3rd  at  10:30  A.M. 

Normandie  Theatre 

51  East  53 rd  Street,  N.  Y.  C. 


W1^  daily  : 


Friday,  February  21,  19H 


Langer  Would  Jail 
Monopoly  Violators 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ness   was   Wendell   Berge   who   has 
just   announced   his  resignation    as 
head  of  the  D  of  J  anti-trust  divi- 
sion. 

Berge  did  not  agree  that  in- 
dustry leaders  should  be  jailed. 
In  fact,  throughout  his  entire 
period  before  the  Committee,  in- 
volving discussion  of  dozens  of 
anti-trust  cases,  he  and  Langer 
were  constantly  clashing  because 
of  Langer's  scorn  that  no  jail 
sentences  have  resulted  from 
anti-trust  cases. 

Langer,  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee, plans  to  introduce  a  bill  calling 
for  theater  divorcement.  He  was 
especially  incensed  with  Berge  be- 
cause Langer  said  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's office  advised  the  Senate  Ju- 
diciary Committee  in  1941  that  the 
pending  Neely  divorcement  bill 
should  not  be  passed  because  of  the 
war. 

"And  they  held  it  up  for  one  year, 
two  years,  three  years;  held  it  up 
for  four  years,"  Langer  shouted.  "I 
would  like  to  have  you  tell  me  what 
difference  that  made  to  the  winning 
of  the  war." 

Langer  said  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's office  again  blocked  passage  of 
such  a  bill  when  Senator  Capper 
tried  to  win  Judiciary  Committee 
approval  and  Berge  replied  that  he 
was  not  aware  the  Department  of 
Justice  had  opposed  it.  Langer  has 
long  been  a  member  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

"I  think  you  have  got  to  go 
further  than  just  punishment," 
Berge  said.  "I  think  you  have 
got  in  this  movie  situation,  and 
many  other  situations,  a  funda- 
mental wrong  in  the  structure  of 
the  industry  that  has  to  be  reme- 
died. I  think  there  is  where  we 
can  be  most  effective  in  anti- 
trust action. 

"We  have  got  this  suit  pending  in 
New  York  where  we  are  trying  to 
tackle  the  problem  on  the  whole  na- 
tional scale  and  get  divestiture  of 
the  motion  picture  houses  from  the 
control  of  the  big  fellow." 

When  Langer  insisted  that  jail 
sentences  might  be  as  effective  here 
as  in  the  Bioff  and  Browne  case, 
Berge  replied: 

"I  do  not  like  to  be  in  the  posi- 
tion of  defending  the  motion  pic- 
ture fellows  who  are  defendants  in 
this  case  because  I  think  their  prac- 
tices ought  to  be  reformed. 

"But  in  all  fairness,  I  think  we 
have  got  to  say  this,  that  the  con- 
trol of  the  motion  picture  theaters, 
the  integration  of  the  movie  indus- 
try just  like  the  integration  of  many 
other  industries,  have  been  accom- 
plished over  the  years  by  many  peo- 
ple over  a  process  of  gradual  growth 
and  development  of  the  business  or- 
ganization, and  there  is  not  any 
rational  way  I  know  of  you  can 
assess  moral  guilt  on  a  few  fellows 
and  put  them  in  jail  to  atone  for  the 
economic  wrong  of  the  whole  indus- 
try. .  .  .  The  integration  of  the 
movie    industry,   for    example,   has 


REVIEWS  Of  nCUJ  HLmSU-K-TradeWillAsk 

Gov't  Raw  Stock  Aid 


"The  13th  Hour" 

with  Richard  Dix,  Karen  Morley 
Columbia  65  Mins. 

EFFECTIVE  THRILLER  HAS  FAIR  STORY 
REALISM,  PERFORMANCES  IN  ITS  FAV- 
OR. 

Richard  Dix  is  the  hunted  in  this  one. 
It  is  an  opus  in  "The  Whistler"  series.  The 
plot  has  action  requirements  and  is  set 
off  to  good  advantage  in  the  directorial 
handling. 

Dix  operates  a  trucking  line.  A  drunken 
driver  causes  him  to  wreck  a  gas  station. 
A  cop  is  on  the  scene  and  learns  Dix  had 
a  drink  celebrating  Karen  Morley's  birth- 
day. A  ticket  comes  of  this  meeting  and 
Dix'  license  is  suspended.  Later,  in  ar, 
emergency,  Dix  takes  to  the  wheel  again. 
A  rival  firm  arranges  a  deal  wherein  a 
masked  driver  slugs  Dix,  loads  him  into  the 
cab  and  drives  off  to  eventually  kill  the 
ticket  dispensing  cop. 

Dix  eludes  the  rap  and  becomes  the 
hounded  criminal  rather  than  give  himself 
up  and  have  a  hard  time  proving  his  in- 
nocence. He  returns  to  the  scene  of  the 
crime  to  contact  Miss  Morley  and  her  son 
who  assist  him  in  locating  clues  and  char- 
acters who  figure  in  the  dirty  work. 

Finally,  after  a  friend  secures  a  job  in 
a  garage,  Dix  sees  the  light  and  prepares 
to  get  the  goods  on  his  opposition.  This 
involves,  also,  a  hot  car  racket,  a  murder, 
a  waitress  in  Miss  Morley's  beanery  and 
Dix'  friend,  John  Kellogg  who  makes  up  the 
various  pieces  of  the  puzzle.  In  g'od  time 
they  fit  into  their  proper  places  and  crime 
gets  its  iust  desserts. 

CAST:  Richard  Dix,  Karen  Morley,  Mark  Den- 
nis, John  Kellogg,  Bernadene  Hayes,  Jim  Ban- 
non.  Regis  Toomey,  Nancy  Saunders,  Lillian 
Wells,  Michael  Towne,  Anthony  Warde,  Jack 
Carrington,   Charles  Jordan,   Ernie   Adams. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Rudolph  Flothow;  Direc- 
tor, William  Clemens;  Screenplay,  Edward  Bock, 
Raymond  Schrock;  Based  on  an  original  by 
Leslie  Edgley;  Cameraman,  Vincent  Farrar; 
Sound,  Howard  Fogetti;  Film  Editor,  Dwight 
Caldwell;  Art  Director,  Hans  Radon:  Music, 
Wilbur  Hatch,  Misha  Bakaleinikoff;  Set  Dec- 
orations, Albert  Rickerd. 

DIRECTION,  Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


been  going  on  for  20  to  25  years  and 
there  was  no  attempt  during  that 
period  to  enforce  the  anti-trust  laws 
against  the  basic  wrong.  .  .  . 

"We  have   tried   in   the  New 
York  suit  to  tackle  what  we  be- 
lieve is  the  basic  wrong  in  the 
industry,  and  if  we  succeed  in  it 
finally,  it  will  take  several  years 
and    a   spood   many   men   and   a 
great  deal  of  labor  to  disentan- 
gle  these   corporate   structures 
and  get  these  theaters  sold.  Sun- 
pose  you  do  put  someone  in  jail. 
You    still    have    got    the    basic 
wrong  that  the  independent  has 
to  compete  with   his  source   of 
supply.    He  has  got  to  go  to  one 
of  the   'Big   Five'   for   his   film 
or  he  cannot  operate  effectively." 
Langer  mentioned  cases  in  Devil's 
Lake  and  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  where 
he    alleged    independent    exhibitors 
were  told  either  to  close  up  or  be 
forced   to  close   bv  major   affiliated 
circuits.     Benny   Berger   of   North- 
west Allied  was  the  exhibitor  in  the 
latter  case,  he  said,  and  Berger  suc- 
ceeded in  winning  from  the  North 
Dakota  legislature  a  state  divorce- 
ment law,  later  ruled  out  by  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court. 


"My  Favorite  Brunette" 

with  Bob  Hope,  Dorothy  Lamour 
Paramount  87  Mins. 

THE  HOPE-LAMOUR  COMBO  IS  AGAIN 
GOOD  FOR  LOTS  OF  LAUGHS;  THE  BOX 
OFFICE  WILL  LOVE  THIS. 

Striving  ever  onward,  ever  upward,  seek- 
ing new  fields  to  attack  and  conquer,  Bob 
Hope  takes  a  flyer  into  the  private  eye 
game  and  winds  up,  when  we  first  see 
him,  ready  for  the  gas  chamber  at  San 
Quentin,  framed  for  a  murder  he  did  not 
commit,  complaining  about  his  last  meal. 
Then  he  has  opportunity  to  tell  it  all  to 
the  newspaper  folk,  which  he  does.  And 
that's  how  the  audience  gets  wind  of  what 
was  up,  what  is  up;  and  later  how  he  is 
saved  in  due  course  of  event  and  time. 

It  seems  Alan  Ladd,  who  has  the  of- 
fice next  to  Bob's  baby  photography  studio, 
takes  off  for  Chicago  on  business.  Just  that 
day  Hope's  mail  order  gat  arrived.  Ladd 
asked  him  to  answer  the  phone.  In  comes 
Miss  Lamour  with  a  problem.  Her  uncle 
has  been  kidnapped  shortly  after  his  ar- 
rival from  South  America. 

Hope  takes  the  case.  Miss  Lamour  gives 
him  a  map.  He  hides  it  arid  armed  with 
gun  and  keyhole  camera  he  sets  off  to 
track  down   the  culprits. 

He  comes  calling  at  an  address  Miss  La- 
tnour  indicated.  Peter  Lorre  is  there,  with 
knives,  also  an  assorted  collection  of  slick 
birds  who  want  first  the  map  and  then  to 
conclude  some  sort  of  dirty  deal. 

Hope,  playing  his  usual  self,  gets  off 
countless  gags  between  a  sanitarium  en 
the  Coast  full  of  nuts  and  Lon  Chaney,  and 
a  hotel  in  Washington,  full  of  characters. 
He  poses  as  a  bellhop.  Miss  Lamour  takes 
a  chambermaid  role.  The  two  get  the 
evidence  of  a  murder  which  Hope  stands 
to  take  the  rap  for  but  Lorre  outsmarts 
them  and  Hope  winds  up  in  the  courts, 
eventually  facing  the  gas  chamber.  His 
photography  pays  off  however,  for  previ- 
ously, with  his  keyhole  camera,  he  secured 
a  very  incriminating  shot  of  the  crooks. 
It  is  located  and  brought  to  the  authori- 
ties in  time  to  save  him  from  the  execu- 
tioner— Bing  Crosby. 

Elliott  Nugent  gets  full  measure  of  gags 
and  comedy  from  Hope,  Lorre,  Miss  La- 
mour and  the  plot  plus  a  few  very  slick 
nifties  which  will  stop  the  show  frequently. 

There's  enough  actirn  and  movement 
plus  hot  I'amour  with  Lamour  to  keep  at- 
tention to  a  high  pitch.  This  latest  is  as 
funny  and  refreshing  as  any  Hope  pic. 

CAST:  Bob  Hope,  Dorothy  Lamour,  Peter 
Lorre,  Lon  Chanev,  John  Hoyt,  Charles  Dinale, 
Reginald  Denny,  Frank  Pualia,  Ann  Doran,  Wil- 
lard   Robertson,  Jack  La   Rue. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Daniel  Dare;  Director, 
Elliott  Nugent;  Screenplay  bv  Edmund  Belo'n, 
Jack  Rose:  Cameraman,  Lionel  Lindon;  Art  Di- 
rectors, Hans  Dreier,  Earl  Hedrick;  Set  Dec- 
larations. Sam  Comer,  John  MacNeil:  Musical 
Score,  Robert  Emmet  Dolan:  Film  Editor,  Ells- 
worth Hoagland;  Sound,  Harold  Lewis,  Gene 
Garvin. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very  Good. 


Funeral  Services  for  Street 

Lakeville.  Conn.  —  Private  funeral 
services  will  be  held  here  this  after- 
noon for  Julian  Street,  67,  writer. 
He  will  be  buried  in  Princeton,  N.  J., 
where  he  once  lived.  He  had  been 
friend  and  collaborator  for  more 
than  50  years  of  the  late  Booth 
Tarkington. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
British  plant  is  at  a  standstill  due 
the  lack  of  coal,  and  that  while  . 
labs,  are  operating,  three  are  clos 

One  of  the  latter  is  the  Geoi 
Humphries  lab.  which  process*'  >, 
majority  of  prints  for  disti^T> 
here. 

Printing,  it  was  estimated,  is  1 1 
more  than  50  per  cent  iof  norm 
and  a  crisis  is  feared  on  prints. 

The  committee  designated  yestii 
day  will  urge  upon  the  Governme; 
the  absolute  necessity  for  allocati 
of  coal  to  Eastman  Kodak  and  t 
freeing  of  labs,  from  the  power  ; 
strictions. 

Technicolor's  lab.,  it  was  said, 
now  operating  on  generators. 

All  British  newsreels  are  open 
ing. 

Sir  Henry  French  reported  to  t 
meeting  that  there  has  been  impos 
a  new  prohibition  on  the  processi 
of  rushes  by  labs.,  if  power  is  c1 
tained  from  the  public  supply.  St 
dios  otherwise  are  said  worki 
normally. 


Story  Appoints  Lewis 
Home's  Executive  Aide 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
president    in    charge    of    producti 
and  producer  of  "This  Side  of  Inr 
cence,"  it  was  announced  yesterd. 
by  Armand  S.  Deutsch,  president.  I 

Simultaneously,    Lewis    announc 
the  appointment  of  Bob  Montgome 
as  Eastern  director  for  Story.  Mor  < 
gomery  until  recently  was  with  t 
J.    Arthur   Rank   Organization  he 
and  in  England  and  earlier  was  a 
sociated  with   20th-Fox,   Lester  C 
wan,  and  USO  Camp  Shows.  He  w, 
headquarter  in  New  York. 

Lewis,  who  will  concern  himst 
primarily  with  co-ordinating  produ 
tion  with  world-wide  advertisin 
publicity  and  exploitation  for  Stor 
leaves  New  York  for  Hollywoi 
within  the  next  two  weeks  to  assun, 
his  new  duties. 


100  Pressmen  Off  for 
Premiere  of  'Ramrod' 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL 
Los  Angeles — More  than  100  new 
paper  men,  magazine  writers,  ph 
tographers  and  stars  trained  oi 
yesterday  on  "The  Ramrod  Specia 
for  Salt  Lake  City  to  attend  wor 
premiere  of  "Ramrod."  Six  nation 
network  shows  will  emanate  fro 
Salt   Lake    in   connection   with  pr 


Loew's  to  Pay  37  Vz  Cents 

C.  C.  Moskowitz,  Loew  vice-pres 
dent  and  treasurer,  announced  ye 
terday  that  the  board  of  directoi 
had  declared  a  quarterly  dividend_ 
37%  cents  per  share  on  outstandin 
common.  Dividend  is  payable  Marc 
31  to  stockholders  of  record  at  tl 
close  of  business  on  March  11. 


Building 
Remodeling 


Equipment 
Maintenance 


OL.  91.  NO.  36.   In  Two  Sections— Sec.  II.       NEW  YORK.  FRIDAY.  FEBRUARY  21.  1947 


10  CENTS 


PC  BLOOfllFIELD  PLflfif  AT  PEAK  OPERATE 



7.  S.  Equipment  for  Venezuelans  Bolivar  Films 


ABOUT  THE 
TRADE 


ELL  &  HOWELL'S   new   Picture   Master 

8  mm.  projector  is  now  in  production.  .  . 

Chester  Cooley  has  been  elected  presi- 
it  of  Da-Lite  Screen  Company,  Inc.,  and 
rust  couldn't  have  happened  to  a  nicer 
'.  .  .  .  •  DeVry  employees  raised  $166 — 

average  of  50c  per  person  for  the 
aRCH    so   that   others   might   WALK    in 

ir  week  long  "March  of  Dimes"  Con- 
it.  .  .  .  •Selznick  Studio  technicians 
Jer  the  direction  of  James  Stewart,  tech- 
al  supervisor,  have  been  testing  a  lens 
ich  would  make  photography  of  great 
oth  of  focus  possible  under  ordinary  set- 
ting conditions.  Invention,  the  work  of 
ven  E.  Garutso,  is  called  the  Garutso 
tical  Balance  Lens.  ...  •  Earnest  Gold- 
g,  of  Gold E  Manufacturing  Co.,  is  con- 
ascing  at  home  after  seven  long  weeks 
the   hospital. 

*         *         * 

ilTCHELL  MANUFACTURING  Co. 

'■  of  Chicago  have  perfected  a  240- 
md  air  conditioner,  said  to  be  ideal 
office  and  snfll  theater  use  .... 
Theater  officials  say  they  are  not  in- 
?sted  in  a  vacuum  gndget  that  will 
<k  the  dirt  off  pitrons'  shoes  as  they 
or,  with  no  provision  for  persons  with 
wes  in  their  soles.  ...  •  The  first  of 
terj.es  of  booklets  designed  to  help 
scd  employes  better  understand  the 
?r  workings  of  the  company  and  the 
s  of  the  fellow  workers,  as  well  as 
explain  more  fully  all  benefit  pro- 
ms, has  bern  mailed  to  the  homes  of 
4,500  employes  of  the  Ansco  Division 
General  Aniline  &  Film  Corp. 
#  #    '       * 

ALTIMORE'S  Hilton  Theater  is  having 
,;plans  completed  for  extending  its  pres- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


IV©  Muddn  Footprints 
In  This  iVeti?  Prefab 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Never  let  it  be  said 
that  the  industry's  ingenuity  is 
waning.  Newest  wrinkle  is  the  gadget 
installed  in  the  newly-finished  FWC 
Crest  Theater.  Situated  in  front  of 
the  entrance  doors  of  the  unique  pre- 
fashin'ed  theater,  is  a  vacuum  clean- 
er which  removes  dirt  from  patrons' 
shoes  as  they  enter. 


Purchases  Total  $100,000; 
Large  Industry  Expansion 
Seen  by  President  Blanco 


Purchase  of  over  $100,000  worth 
of  American  motion  picture  and 
sound  equipment  has  been  completed 
by  Bolivar  Films,  Venezuela's  lead- 
ing motion  picture  company,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  G. 
Villegas  Blanco,  president  of  the 
company. 

Blanco,  who  is  just  completing  a 

six-week  tour  of  the  United  States 

and  Mexico,  along  with  his  technical 

representative,      Frank      Giovanelli, 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


New  Building  Code 
Submitted  in  Akron 


Akron,  O. — After  two  and  a  half 
years  of  preparation,  the  new  Akron 
building  code  h^s  been  submitted  by 
Building  Superintendent  James  A. 
Easton  to  the  City  Council.  The  350- 
page  work  does  not  attempt  to  dic- 
tate what  materials  shall  be  used, 
said  Easton,  but  requires,  instead, 
that  the  builder  prove  his  materials 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


New  RCA  Sales  Section 
To  Market  Tube  Mounts 


Camden,  N.  J. — Formation  of  a 
new  sales  section  to  market  electron 
tube  mounts  and  accessories,  with 
William  F.  Barnes  as  manager,  has 
been  announced  by  T.  A.  Smith,  gen- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


ROSE  ELECTED 
VICTOR  PREXY 

Horace  Jones  Named  V.-P. 
of  Animato graph  Corp. 


Election  of  Samuel  G.  Rose  as 
president  and  Horace  O.  Jones  as 
vice-president    of    Victor    Animato- 


S.  G.  ROSE 


H.  O.  JONES 


graph  Corp.,  a  division  of  Curtiss- 

Wright   Corp.,   has    been   announced 

by    G.    W.    Vaughan,    president   of 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Bausch-Lomb  Buys 
Building  from  Navy 


Rochester — Opening    of    a    manu- 
facturing   plant   at   Wellsville,   and 
arrangements  to  purchase  the  mod- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Lumber  Prices  Move  Skyward 

Stabilize  at  Moderate  Levels — D  of  C 


Altec  to  Service  FWC 
Pre-Fashioned  Theater 


Fox  West  Coast  has  signed  a  serv- 
ice contract  with  Altec  for  its  new 
Crest,  Long  Beach,  Calif.,  the  world's 
first  completely  pre-fashioned  show- 
house.  Ed  Grigsby  and  Stan  Pari- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — -Lumber  prices  since 
decontrol  have  gone  up  "much  more 
sharply"  than  have  prices  of  other 
building  materials,  Department  of 
Commerce  experts  reported  yester- 
day. 

The  Department  warned  that 
"there  is  now  a  danger  that  lumber 
dealers  may  lose  some  of  their  mar- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


10-Acre  N.  J.  Site  Includes 
Factory,  Engineering 
And  Office  Facilities 


Bloomfield,  N.  Jj— Featuring  "line" 
production  methods,  the  new  Inter- 
national Projector  Corp.  plant,  where 
Simplex  projectors  and  4-Star  sound 
systems  are  manufactured,  is  now 
operating  at  peak  capacity.  Plant  is 
one  of  the  more  recent  links  in  thj 
modernization  and  expansion  pro- 
gram instituted  by  IPC's  parent  com- 
pany, General  Precision  Equipment 
Corp. 

Situated  in  a  10-acre  tract,  the 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


SMPE  (hi.  Conclave 
To  Spotlight  Tele 


The  role  of  8mm.  and  16mm.  films 
in  television  will  hold  the  spotlight 
at  the  forthcoming  SMPE  Chicago 
convention,  opening  April  21  in  the 
Drake  Hotel,  it  was  announced  yes- 
terday by  President  Loren  L.  Ryder. 
Parley,  first  to  be  held  in  Chicago 
in  years,  is  expected  to  roll  up  a 
record  attendance. 

The  convention  will  open  with  a 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Eastern  Amplifier  Picks 
Streuber  to  Head  Export 


Due  to  the  rising  volume  of  in- 
quiries from  abroad  regarding  am- 
plifiers and  allied  products,  Eastern 
Amplifier  Corp.,  New  York,  has  ap- 
pointed the  K.  Streuber  organiza- 
tion, to  head  up  their  export  divi- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Aussies  Build  First 
Post-War  Theater 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail) — The  first 
new  theater  to  be  erected  since  the 
end  of  the  war  is  at  Heme  Bay  and 
has  a  capacity  of  500. 

Heme  Bay  was  a  large  military 
hospital  during  World  War  II  and  is 
now  converted  to  emergency  housing 
where  approximately  1,000  families 
are  provided  with  temporary  accom- 
modations. 
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A  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  industry,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  Associate  Publisher  and  Gen- 
eral Manager;  Chester  B.  Bahn,  Editor;  West 
Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood  Boulevard, 
Hollywood,    Cal.,    Ralph    Wilk,    Bureau    Chief. 


Lippert  Will  Add 
Drive-in  To  Chain 


West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Robert  L.  Lippert, 
vice-president  of  Screen  Guild  Pro- 
ductions, will  add  another  theater  to 
his  present  34-theater  circuit  with 
the  immediate  start  of  construction 
of  a  new  drive-in  theater  five  miles 
outside  of  Medford,  Ore. 

Lippert  has  approved  final  plans 
for  the  new  theater  with  a  capacity 
of  400  automobiles  and  individual 
speakers  for  each  car.  He  expects  to 
have  the  new  outdoor  show  -house 
ready  for  opening  early  in  the  Sum- 
mer. 

The  Medford  site  was  one  of  sev- 
eral theater  sites  Lippert  acquired 
when  he  purchased  the  nine-theater 
circuit  of  Leverette  Interstate  The- 
aters situated  in  Oregon  and  North- 
ern California.  This  deal  brought  the 
Lippert's  theater  holdings  to  34 
houses  and  the  new  drive-in  will  give 
him  35  situations. 


Jack  Krass  Remodeling 
Carlton  in  Detroit 


Detroit — The  Carlton  Theater  has 
just  been  taken  over  by  Jack  Krass, 
independent  circuit  owner,  from  the 
Greater  Detroit  Circuit,  headed  by 
the  Gorelick  family.  House  is  being 
remodelled.  As  soon  as  available  a 
new  marquee  will  be  installed  and  in 
about  60  days,  house  will  be 
equipped  with  new  push-back  type 
seats. 


WAA  Offers  35mm  Cameras 

Forty-five  high  quality  unused  35- 
millimeter  A-5  Cineflex  silent  motion 
picture  cameras  and  kits  which  orig- 
inally cost  the  government  $1,950 
each  are  being  offered  for  $1,450 
each  by  the  New  York  regional  office 
of  the  War  Assets  Administration  in 
a  concurrent  sale  to  priority  buyers, 
including  World  War  II  veterans,  and 
to  commercial  buyers.  The  sale, 
identified  as  NYO-25-5103,  closes 
March  19. 


FORT-A-CIDE 

THE     "MIRACLE"     ODORLESS 

DEODORANT    AND    DISINFECTANT 

For    Hospital    —    Clean    Rest    Rooms 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER 


Where  There's  a  Will,  There's  a  Way — 

You  Don't  Believe  It?  Well,  Read  This! 

Wing,  N.  D. — This  is  the  story  about  an  exhibitor  who  literally  brought  a 
theater  to  his  customers. 

Francis  Dalbec  wanted  a  theater  for  this  town,  but  shortages  of  materials  and 
other  types  of  red  tape  prevented  him  from  building.  Dalbec  heard  of  a  theater 
available  at  Souris,  148  miles  away  He  had  the  building  sawed  in  half  and  the 
halves  mounted  on  two  trucks  each.  Seats,  equipment  and  furnishings  were  left 
intact.  It  took  the  theater  12  days  to  reach  this  town  over  dirt  roads,  hills  and 
snrw.  Then,  undamaged  by  the  journey,  it  was  pieced  together  where  it  had  been 
sawed  apart. 

Now  theatergoers  in  Wing  have  their  own  theater. 


Optical  System  For 
"47  Television  Sets 


Rural  Zoning  Ordinance      |  Emergency  Lighting 
For  Hamilton  County,  Ind.  ■  Bill  Hoppered  in  N.  H. 


Nobles ville,  Ind. — Hamilton  Coun- 
ty Commissioners  have  enacted  a 
zoning  ordinance  to  regulate  build- 
ing in  rural  areas,  and  have  granted 
powers  of  administration  to  the 
County  building  commissioner.  The 
ordinance  was  said  to  be  necessary 
because  of  the  increased  movement 
from  thickly  populated  areas  of  sur- 
rounding counties  to  the  suburban 
and  rural  districts  of  Hamilton  Coun- 
ty. All  existing  structures  are  ex- 
empt from  provisions  of  the  meas- 
ure, which  bans  most  commercial 
and  industrial  buildings  in  residence 
districts. 


Eastman  Pays  $66,136 
For  Employes'  Ideas 

Rochester  —  Awards  under  the 
industrial  suggestion  system  at 
Eastman  Kodak., Co.  for  1946  totaled 
$66,136  for  5,067' ideas,  according  to 
a  company  announcement.  This  was 
$10,845.50  more  than  was  paid  for 
4,275  ideas  in  1945.  Women  era-' 
ployes  contributed  '673  of  the  ap- 
proved ideas. 


Chicago  Sign  Companies 
Will  Form  Association 


Chicago — Manufacturers  and  dis- 
tributors of  electric  signs  in  Chicago 
area  are  planning  a  local  association. 


Start  Crestview  Theater 

Crestview,  Fla.  —  Construction 
work  has  been  started  on  the  new 
700-seat  Eglin  theater,  owned  and 
operated  by  Neal  Robinson  and  Tom 
Barrow.  The  new  building  will  be 
patterned  after  the  new  Star  Thea- 
ter at  Fort  Walton,  although  on  a 
much  larger  scale. 


Used  Upholstered  Opera  Chairs 

Any  Quantity 
We  have  the  Cream  of  the  Crop 
Write  or  wire  for  exact  photo 

CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART 

Sam  Levinsohn,  Owner 
829  So.  State  Street,  Chicago  5 


Concord,  N.  H. — A  bill  which  would 
require  theaters,  and  all  other  public 
places  to  install  emergency  lighting 
equipment  has  been  introduced  in 
the  Legislature  by  Senator  James 
Welsh  of  Tamworth. 

Designed  as  a  fire  safety  measure, 
the  proposed  law  would  require  that 
such  lighting  be  operated  on  storage 
batteries  which  would  go  into  opera- 
tion automatically  in  case  of  failure 
of  the  regular  electric  power. 


Southbridge,  Mass. — To  help  sp<. 
television,  American  Optical  Co. 
now  manufacturing  a  complex  oj: 
cal  system  consisting  of  a  spher: 
mirror  and  correcting  lens  for  ult 
modern  projection-type  home  te 
vision  receivers  which  produce  te 
vision  pictures  five  times  larger  th 
pre-war  sets.  Through  this  optii 
system,  television  images  from  t 
receiver's  cathode-ray  tube  are  e 
larged  by  the  mirror,  then  reflect 
through  the  correcting  lens  to  -a  f 
mirror  which  in  turn  reflects  t 
focused  picture  onto  the  viewi 
screen. 


DeVry's  Olsen  Leaving 
On  Latin-American  Trip 


Chicago  —  Norman  D.  Olsen,  ex- 
port manager  for  the  DeVry  Corp. 
will  leave  tomorrow  for  an  extended 
goodwill  and  sales  tour  of  the  West 
Indies  and  South  American,  coun- 
tries. 

His  itinerary  includes  visits  with 
DeVry  distributors  in  these  coun- 
tries, as  well  as  itinerant  16  mm. 
roadshowmen. 


THEATRE  PROJECTORS 

AND  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

. . .  built  to  specifications  that  far  exceed 
generally  accepted  commercial  stand- 
ards. . . .  Learn  how  you  get  so  much  for 
so  little  when  you  buy  DeVRY. . . .  Write 
DeVRY  CORP.,  1111  Armitage 
Avenue,  Chicago  14,  Illinois.  ■ 

5-TIME  WINNER! 
DeVRY  has  earned  five 
consecutive  r  Army  -  N«vr 
"E'»"  for  excellence  in 
production  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture  Sound   Equipment. 


MOTION  PICTURE  SOUND  EQUIPMENT 


^  aiday,  February  21,  1947 


9K 


DAILY 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS    •     3 


Line"  Production  Methods  at  IPC's  New  Plant 


)omfield  Factory  Turns 
it  Simplex  Projectors/ 
id  4-Star  Sound  Systems 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
w  Simplex  factory  comprises  180,- 
0  square  feet  of  plant  and  office 
pee,  with  the  greater  portion  de- 
ited  to  manufacturing  operations 
d  their  associated  engineering,  de- 
kn  and  methods  groups.  Average 
sekly  payroll  lists  4o0  employes. 
JThe  mest  impressive  general  as- 
;ct  of  the  new  plant  is  the  vast 
|»eep  of  main  section  where  all 
anufacturing,  assembling  and  test- 
is are  done  on  the  one  floor.  Ma- 
ine and  bench  layout,  conforming 
modern  production  setup,  affords 
Liple  clearance  between  each  unit, 
th  an  exceptionally  high  level  of 
iumination,  ample  ventilation  and 
i"ective  safety  devices  contributing 
good  working  conditions  and 
aximum  efficiency. 

Plant  is  Self -Contained 
'The  plant  is  an  entity  in  itself 
that  practically  the  only  outside 
irehases  relating  to  manufacturing 
lerations  are  for  raw  materials, 
■edominantly  metal.  Every  step  in 
e  forming  of  a  given  part — from 
e  initial  roughing  operations  down 
rough  the  most  minute  refining 
•ocess  as  to  heat-treating,  plating 
id  paint  spraying — is  wholly  an  in- 
ant  operation. 

Tools  Made  in  Shop 
|  Every  tool  used  for  Simplex  parts 
made  within  the  plant.    The  ex- 
iting standards  governing  such  tool 
^oduction  are  checked  by  means  of 
lecial  instruments  such  as  a  Bausch 
j  Lomb  Comparator  which,  projects 
i   a   screen   the   image   of  a  given 
art  magnified   100  times,   enabling 
le  detection  of  possible  error  of  the 
"der  of  1/10,000  inch. 

Close  Tolerances  Prevail 
Simplex  officials  point  out  that  the 
lotion  picture  projector  manufac- 
arer  has  never  been  accorded  ade- 
uate  recognition  for  his  strict  ad- 
erence  to  exacting  standards  down 
irough  the  years.  Other  manufac- 
jrers  have  gone  to  extreme  lengths 
d  clarion  their  current  manufactur- 
ing tolerances,  of  a  character  that 
as  been  commonplace  in  Simplex 
J  roduction  procedure  for  the  past  25 
ears.    Tolerances   of   1/10,000   inch 


IPC  Plant  Geared  tor  Top  Prod. 


FEATURED    IN    the    new    IPC    "line"    production    method    is   the    inspection   of   parts, 
shown  above,  selected  at  random,  which  allows  for  finger-tip  control  of  production  run. 

women  workers   is   utilized  for   the 
more  critical  assembly  operations. 
Offices  on  Upper  Tier 

On  an  upper  tier  extending  around 
both  sides  of  the  manufacturing  area 
are  the  executive  offices,  the  account- 
ing department,  the  engineering  and 
design  group,  the  planning  and 
methods  section,  and  a  completely 
equipped  experimental  and  testing 
laboratory. 

Employe  Welfare 

Employee  welfare  is  a  paramount 
concern  of  IPC  plant  officials.  Fre- 
quent meetings  of  a  labor-manage- 
ment committee,  the  labor  men  being 
designated  by  the  union,  are  a  vital 
factor  in  maintaining  employe  mo- 
rale and  in  effecting  sustained  high- 
quality  production.  Other  activities 
promote  organization  teamwork,  mo- 
rale and  a  mutual  respect  between 
employes  and  management. 

In  addition  to  providing  effective 
safety  devics  throughout  the  plant, 
IPC  maintains  in  the  factory  proper 
a  completely  equipped  dispensary  in 
charge  of  a  registered  nurse.  A 
spacious  cafeteria  serves  daily  sev- 
eral hundred  balanced  luncheons  and 
also  operates  a  mobile  feeding  unit 
which  provides  in  -  between  -  meals 
snacks  to  employes  throughout  the 
plant. 

Rapidly  nearing  completion  is  an 
added  building  wing  which  will  house 
a  model  theater  to  be  used  for  test- 
ing all  types  of  equipment  under 
actual  field  conditions. 


and  even  finer  are  "musts"  in  mo- 
tion picture  technology. 

Parts  Constantly  Checked 

Actual  checking  of  each  part 
against  the  applicable  specifica- 
tions begins  with  the  first  piece  off 
any  given  manufacturing  setup  and 
continues  with  similar  checks  of 
units  selected  at  random  during  the 
balance  of  the  run.  This  inspection 
during  actual  production  run  ap- 
proximates finger-tip  control  of  each 
operating  stage,  as  contrasted  with 
the  conventional  post  -  production 
checking  of  an  entire  lot. 

These  in-work  checks  by  no  means 
complete  the  inspection  process.  The 
intermittent  movement,  as  a  case  in 
point,  is  subjected  to  rigid  inclusive 
inspection  by  means  of  delicately 
contrived  electronic  test  equipment 
which  affords  both  an  aural  and  vis- 
ual check  for  accuracy  of  the  posi- 
tioning relationship  between  star- 
wheel  and  cam. 

Assembly  Tests 

No  Simplex  projector  leaves  the 
factory  until  it  has  been  run-in  thor- 
oughly first  without  the  intermittent 
movement  and  then  with  it  after  all 
final  minor  adjustments  have  been 
made. 

Production  of  the  Simplex  4-Star 
sound  system  follows  the  same  pre- 
cise pattern  that  governs  projector 
manufacture,  although  the  processes 
are  necessarily  different.  Since  sound 
system  production  is  largely  a  wir- 
ing job,  the  light  but  sure  touch  of 


Victor  Animalograph 
lects  Rose,  Jones 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Curtiss-Wright  and  chairman  of  the 
board  of  Victor  Corp. 

Alexander  F.  Victor,  in  present- 
ing his  resignation  as  president  to 
the  board  of  directors,  asked  that  he 
be  relieved  of  several  duties  the 
presidency  involved,  so  that  he  may 
devote  his  entire  time  to  directing 
the  development  of  new  products  in- 
cluded in  the  recently-adopted  ex- 
pansion program. 

Rose  who  formerly  was  executive 
vice-president  has  been  continually 
associated  with  Victor  and  the  Vic- 
tor Corp.  since  its  formation  in  1910. 
He  has  helped  guide  the  company 
from  its  infancy  until  it  is  now  rec- 
ognized as  the  world's  largest  manu- 
facturer devoted  exclusively  to  the 
production  of  16mm  projectors  and 
cameras,  with  thousands  of  distribu- 
tors and  dealers  throughout  the 
United  States  and  distributors  in 
practically  all  foreign  countries.  Vic- 
tor Corp.  was  purchased  in  July, 
1946,  by  Curtiss-Wright  Corp. 

Jones,  the  new  vice-president, 
joined  the  Victor  organization  in 
1932  as  director  of  sales  for  the 
Eastern  Division.  Prior  to  that  time 
he  was  branch  manager  for  the  Na- 
tional Theatre  Supply  Co.  A  veteran 
of  World  War  I,  Jones  served  as 
National  chairman  of  the  16mm  War 
Loan  Committee  for  the  5th,  6th  and 
7th  War  Loan  Drives.  In  1944  he 
was  elected  head  of  the  Allied  Non- 
Theatrical  Film  Association  and  was 
re-elected  in  1945. 

In  line  with  the  policy  of  provid- 
ing efficiently-trained  service  men 
throughout  their  entire  distributor 
system,  the  Victor  Animatograph 
Corp.  recently  completed  the  train- 
ing of  24  men.  Another  class  is  now 
in  training  at  the  Victor  factory  in 
Davenport,  Iowa.  These  servicemen 
are  provided  with  a  free  two-week 
course  in  the  service  and  repair 
department. 


WOMEN  WORKERS  are  employed   for   many  of  the   more  critical  operations  in  the         CONTRIBUTING  FACTORS  to  gcod  working  conditions  in  the  new  IPC  plant  include 
implex  4-Star  sound   system   assembly  department.  I  high   level  of  illumination,  clearance  between  machines  and  ample  ventilation. 
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Hygienic  Picks  Ohio 
As  Home  Office  Spot 


Wilmington,  O. — Hygienic  Produc- 
tions, headed  by  J.  S.  Jossey  and 
Kroger  Babb  is  establishing  home 
offices  in  a  building  just  acquired 
here. 

When  a  $25,000  improvement  pro- 
gram is  completed,  the  firm  will  have 
a  complete  photographic  laboratory, 
offset  printing  equipment  and  ade- 
quate storage  facilities  in  the  semi- 
basement level.  Eight  large  ground 
floor  rooms  have  been  converted  into 
offices.  Property  also  includes  a  new 
pre-war  frame  building  30  x  100  feet, 
bordered  by  a  street  and  paved  alley, 
which  is  being  converted  for  stock 
storage  purposes. 

Home  office  force  of  the  firm  in- 
cludes Floyd  Lewis,  assistant  gen- 
eral manager;  Marge  Conner,  office 
manager;  Leona  Stautner,  auditor; 
Charlotte  Hiatt,  advertising  depart- 
ment. 


Net  Firth  Sales  For  '46 
Near  $11  Million  Mark 


Net  sales  for  the  Firth  Carpet  Co. 
for  1946  amounted  to  $10,800,000,  as 
against  $5,800,000  in  1945,  accord- 
ing to  an  announcement  by  Harold 
E.  Wadely,  company  president.  An 
extra  dividend  of  5  cents  per  share 
on  common  stock  to  stockholders  of 
record  on  Feb.  3,  1947,  was  declared. 
Preferred  stock  regular  quarterly 
dividend  of  $1.25  and  common  of  25 
cents,  payable  to  March  1,  also  was 
announced. 


Bijou  Amusement  Buys 
Winston-Salem  Colonial 


Purchase  of  the  Lincoln  Theater 
property,  in  Winston-Salem,  N.  C, 
by  Bijou  Amusement  Co.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  has  been  announced  by  Evans 
Sprott,  Bijou  general  manager. 
Bijou  has  operated  the  900-seat  Lin- 
coln for  the  past  10  years,  under 
lease  from  the  R.  J.  Reynolds  Realty 
Corp.,  and  recently  completed  a 
transaction  for  the  purchase  of  the 
land,  building  and  equipment.  Cash 
purchase  price  announced  was 
$125,000. 


San  Antonio  Nabe  Opens 

San  Antonio,  Tex. — New  Josephine 
Theater,  a  850-seat  nabe  designed  by 
Raymond  Smith  of  Dallas,  has 
opened.  House  is  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  the  Muel-Den  Enterprises, 
formed  by  Gene  Mueller  and  Bob 
Dennis,  ex-projectionists  with  Inter- 
state. 


Hartis  Forms  New  Firm 

Charlotte,  N.  C — Hartis  Film  Ser- 
vice, Inc.  has  been  organized  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000  by 
A.  Dallas  Hartis,  who  recently  sold 
his  interest  in  a  photographic  sup- 
plies house  here.  Hartis  Service  will 
deal  in  cameras,  photographic  sup- 
plies and  related  lines. 


IIEUJ  THEATERS 


New  Adams,  Wis.,  House 

Adams,  Wis.  —  The  new  Adams 
Theater  here  has  been  opened. 

Schwankes  Open  Randall 

Randall,  Minn. — August  Schwanke 
and  son,  Dewayne,  have  opened  the 
new  260-seat  Randall  here. 


Presley  Opens  New  Globe 

Savannah,  Mo.  —  The  new  Globe 
Theacer,  wnicn  cost  aoouc  $5u,uUU, 
has  been  opened  by  M.  B.  Presley. 


Wetlstein  Opens  Coleman 

Coleman,  S.  D.  —  Norbert  Wett- 
stein  has  opened  the  new  Coleman. 


Lee  Opens  Town's  First 

Portland,   Tex.  —  G.  F.  Lee  has 

opened  the  town's  first  theater,  the 
400  seat  Portland. 

New  Interstate  House 

Eastland,  Tex.  —  Interstate's  new 
Majestic  has  opened  with  Aubrey 
Van  Hoy  as  manager.  The  house 
seats  875.  Decorations  feature  a 
large  mural  of  a  Big  Bend  National 
Park  scene. 


Crystal  City  Hi-Way  Bows 

Crystal  City,  Mo.  — The  new  Hi- 
Way  ineacer  nas  been  opened  by 
liluen  DicKson.  it  has  RCA  projec- 
tion and  sound  equipmenc,  interna- 
tional seats  and  itionawK  carpeting, 
ail  iurnisned  by  Cinema  Supply,  k>u 
Louis. 


First  Port  Arthur  Nabe 

Port   Arthur,  Tex.  —   Charles   L. 

Brent  has  opened  the  first  nabe  here, 
the  1,200-seat  Village.  Jim  Hewitt 
will  manage  the  house.  Brent  also 
recently  purchased  the  equipment 
and  leased  the  Sunset  Theater  at 
Dallas.  Ed  Carlton,  formerly  with 
the  Brazos  at  Mineral  Wells,  also 
owned  by  Brent,  will  manage  the 
Sunset. 


Dykeman's  Fern  Operating 

Alexis,  111.— The  Fern  Theater  has 
been  opened  by  J_,eo  Dylteman. 

Campbell  Harper  Opens 

Campbell,  Mo.  — The  Harper,  a 
300-seater,  has  been  opened  here  by 
William  Harper,  a  newcomer  to  film 
business. 

Mora  Paradise  Opens 

Mora,  Minn. — Ben  Krawiecki  has 
opened  the  new  600-seat  Paradise 
here  built  at  a  cost  in  excess  of  $i00,- 
000.  This  is  the  second  theater  in 
this  town  of  1,000  persons. 

Oak  Grove  Colony  Opens 

Oak  Grove,  Mo.—  Ye  Colony  The- 
ater has  been  opened  here  by  Frank 
Plumiee.  House  seats  400.  M.  J. 
Fuller  manages. 


Wades  Will  Construct 
Theater  in  Hotel  Blag. 


Grid  Hero  in  Bas-Relief 
On  New  House's  Facade 


Gainesville,  Tex. — Construction  is 
expected  to  start  here  on  a  new  900- 
seat  theater  to  cost  an  estimated 
$60,000  to  be  built  by  A.  V.  Wade 
and  his  son,  Martin.  House  will  be 
built  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
Powell  Hotel  Building,  which  the 
Wades  recently  purchased.  The 
Wades  also  own  and  operate  the 
State  here. 


Schroeder  and  Morgan 
Organize  Popcorn  Co. 


Detroit — Rudy  C.  Schroeder,  who 
has  taken  over  Del  Apel's  post  at  the 
Palmer  Park  Theater  in  Highland 
Park  as  manager,  and  Herbert  Mor- 
gan are  establishing  the  Super  Size 
Pop  Corn  Co.  which  will  service  the 
exhibitors  in  this  territory  with 
ready-popped   corn. 


Columbus,  O. — Designed  especially 
to  appeal  to  Ohio  State  students,  the 
new  University  Theater,  will  open 
early  in  March  as  the  seventh  house 
in  the  Academy  Theaters'  chain.  The 
theater  is  the  first  to  be  built  in  close 
proximity  to  the  campus  in  over  25 
years,  and  will  have  approximately 
1,000  seats. 

The  front  of  the  theater  is  de- 
signed in  the  Ohio  State  colors  of 
scarlet  and  gray,  and  the  same  colors 
will  dominate  the  interior  design. 
The  management  and  architects  of 
the  F.  &  Y.  Building  Service,  which 
is  building  the  house  went  to  con- 
siderable expense  to  prepare  a 
worthy  decorative  detail  for  the 
facade,  which  will  be  a  terra  cotta 
bas-relief  of  Chic  Harley,  Ohio  State 
football  immortal,  shown  in  a  kick- 
ing pose. 

Roger  Garrett,  staff  organist  for 
WBNS,  has  been  named  manager. 


You  Needn't  Bring  Your  Lunch  to  Double 

Features  .  .  .  New  Vender  Serves  Sandwiches 

Chicago — Coin-operated  hot  sandwich  venders  are  now  being  installed  by  the 
Automatic  Canteen  Co.  here.  Machine  holds  250  sandwiches  which  sell  for  15 
cents  each.  Venders  are  serviced  every  24  hours  by  company's  uniformed  staff. 
Company  will  also  install  coffee  venders  that  will  dispense  a  nickel  cup  of  hot 
coffee  every  six  seconds.  Tryouts  in  theater  spots  are  under  consideration  at 
this  time. 


Bausch-Lomb  Buys 
Building  from  Navy 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ern,  four-story  Navy  Building  . 
Champeney  Terrace  are  announce 
by  Bausch  &  Lomb  Optical  Co.  . 
part  of  the  firm's  $6,000,000  pla 
expansion  and  equipment  moderj 
zation  program. 

The  purchase  agreement  provid 
that  the  government  may  call  upc 

A  new  projection  method  of  tes 
ing  photographic  lenses  to  insu 
precision  quality  control  has  been  d 
veloped  by  Bosch  &  Lomb.  The  i: 
strument  functions  like  a  mov 
projector,  except  that  the  image 
throws  on  the  screen  remains  st 
tionary.  Like  a  movie  projector,  to 
the  image  is  magnified  hundreds  < 
times,  depending  upon  the  distam 
of  the  projector  from  the  screen  ar 
the  focal  length  of  the  lens. 


the  company  to  reconvert  to  produ< 
tion  for  national  defense  "should  tl 
necessity  arise."  At  present  son 
400  men  and  women  are  producin 
eye-glass  lenses  and  television  optic 
in  the  white  concrete,  T-shape 
structure. 

In  addition  to  the  expansion  ar, 
equipment  modernization  prograD 
the  company  announced  that  its  r< 
search  and  development  expend 
tures  were  at  an  all-time  high  an 
that  strides  were  being  made  in  th 
development  of  new  glass  makin 
techniques,  production  of  coate  | 
lenses,  television  optics  and  plastic: 

As  part  of  its  development  pre 
gram,  the  company  recently  retaine 
two  additional  research  consultant, 
Dr.  W.  Ewart  Williams,  Pasaden; 
Calif.,  and  H.  W.  Zieler,  New  Yorl 


Banash  Now  Operating 
Artisan  Upholstering  Co. 

Detroit— The  Artisan  Theater  Uj 
holstering  Co.,  formerly  Artisa 
Decorators  and  Equipment  Co.,  ha 
been  taken  over  by  Bernard  Banasl 
His  former  partner,  William  Richer 
has  droped  out  of  the  business.  Ne^ 
address  is  at  2145  Crane  Ave. 


St.  Marys  Theater  Planned 

St.  Marys,  O.  —  Modern  fireproo 
theater,  with  seating  capacity  o 
1,250,  will  be  built  in  St.  Marys,  O 
by  Chakeres  Theaters,  Inc.,  an 
nounced  Conrad  Mandross,  manage 
of  the  local  theater.  The  new  build 
ing  will  have  provisions  for  tele 
vision  and  will  have  facilities  fo 
stage  shows,  he  said. 


Filmack  Adds  Equipment 

Chicago — To  help  speed  film  de 
veloping  for  expanding  business 
Filmack  Trailers  of  Chicago  has  pur 
chased  new  laboratory  equipmen 
which  will  make  possible  the  produc 
tion  of  five  times  the  company's  prea 
ent  trailer  output. 
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Venezuela  Pic.  Co. 
suys  U.  S.  Film  Equip. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
recast  a  greatly  expanded  Vene- 
.elan  movie  industry  under  the 
eadying  influence  of  the  new  Vene- 
ela  government  led  by  President 
Dinulo  Betancour,  and  the  new  Min- 
:er  of  the  Interior,  Mario  Vargas. 
Ireacy,  Bolivar  Films  has  sold  sev- 
ial  full  length  feature  pictures  to 
merican  distributing  companies  in 
;nezueia,  and  tney  are  now  produc- 
g  many  educational  and  documen- 
ry  films  and  newsreels  for  use  in 
2nezueian  theaters. 
Credit  for  the  purchase  of  the 
luipment  was  advanced  by  the  ln- 
is  trial  Bank  of  Venezuela,  and  Mr. 
lanco  saw  in  this  a  reflection  of 
ie  stabilized  economy  of  Venezuela, 
tice  this  is  the  first  credit  of  its 
nd  to  be  extended  to  any  company. 
Bolivar  Films,  privately  -  owneu 
•mpany  with  approximately  $1  mil- 
\m  in  studio,  equipment,  and  other 
roperty,  has  been  producing  an 
.-erage  of  20  short  documentary 
id  educational  films  and  newsreels 
onthly.  Greatly  expanded  opera- 
ons,  including  one  or  two  feature 
1ms  in  1947  and  as  many  as  five  or 
x  yearly  thereafter,  were  forecast 
f  Villegas.  Although  distribution 
currently  limited  to  Venezuela's 
50  motion  picture  theaters,  distri- 
ation  is  planned  to  theaters  in  Mex- 
o,  Argentina  and  other  South 
merican  countries,  he  predicted. 
Among  the  items  of  equipment 
urchased  by  the  Venezuelan  film 
Dmpany  were  sound  recorders,  mi- 
rophones  and  stage  equipment  from 
.eeves  Sound  Studios  and  Reeves  In- 
n-national, NC  cameras  from  Mit- 
iiell  and  Bell  and  Howell  printing 
aachines.  In  addition,  units  were 
scured  for  reducing  35  mm.  film  to 
6  mm.,  making  possible  for  the  first 
.me  the  exhibiting  of  16  mm.  films 
i  Venezuela. 


National  Confectioners  and  Suppliers 

Set  $500,000  Advertising  Goal  For  The  Year 

Chicago — Membsrs  of  the  National  Confectioners  and  Suppliers  Association 
have  contributed  $412,159.77  for  the  candy  advertising  fund  for  this  year,  a 
decrease  of  about  17  per  cent  over  the  previous  year's  collection  for  publicity 
and  advertising  of  candy  as  a  food.  Illinois  lead  all  the  states  in  the  amount 
contributed;  New  England  was  runner-up,  and  New  York  area  was  third.  Paul 
M  Beich,  president  of  the  Paul  Beich  Co.,  Bloomington,  was  named  as  member 
of  the  council  on  Candy  Committee. 

Half  a  million  dollars  is  tne  goal  of  the  fund  for  the  coming  year. 


Eastern  Amplifier  Picks 
Streuber  to  Head  Export 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sion,    it    was    announced    today    by 
W.  E.  MacDonald,  sales  manager  of 
Eastern. 

"We  are  turning  over  our  export 
business  to  the  Streuber  group  to 
expedite  our  foreign  trade,"  said 
MacDonald.  "But  more  than  that, 
we  believe  the  foreign  market  repre- 
sents a  great  opportunity  for  the 
American  manufacturer  to  develop 
long-continuing  business,  and  judg- 
ing from  the  inquiries  we  are  getting 
daily,  a  good  share  of  that  business 
is  tied  up  in  sound  reinforcing  equip- 
ment. 

"We  expect  the  Streuber  organi- 
zation to  develop  a  long  range  for- 
eign trade  program  for  us,"  Mac- 
Djnald  continued.  "We  are  now  all 
set  on  our  production,  and  will  be 
able  to  fill  practically  any  commit- 
ments Streuber  may  make." 


Altec  to  Service  FWC 
Pre-Fashioned  Theater 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
seau  negotiated  for  Altec. 

Theater  is  equipped  with  a  150 
watt  Simplex  sound  system  using 
two  Altec  Lansing  75  watt  power 
amplifiers  to  drive  an  A-1X  type 
"Voice  of  the  Theater"  speaker  sys- 
tem. 


3,000  Seat  Mexican  House 
Opens  in  May  With  "Duel' 


Martin  and  Barge  Take 
United  Theater  Equip. 


Vurtzel  Will  Remove 

*o  Nassour  Studios 



West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Sol  M.  Wurtzel  Prods. 
as  signed  a  long  term  contract  with 
Edward  Nassour  for  stage  space  at 
Jassour  Studios.    The  contract  will 
ake  effect   June    1   and   remain   in 
orce  indefinitely.    Wurtzel  will  not 
nly  utilize  stage  space  but  will  move 
is   business    offices    to   a   new   five 
tory  Class  A  building  which  Nas- 
our   will   construct    on   the    South- 
west corner  of  Sunset  and  Van  Ness. 
Construction  is  planned  to  start  im- 
mediately. 


Detroit  —  United  Theater  Equip- 
ment Co.  is  being  taken  over  by  Les- 
ter E.  and  Arnold  F.  Martin  and 
Gilbert  E.  Barge. 


Mexico  City  (By  Wire)— The  Po- 
tosi,  3,000-seater,  now  being  built  in 
the  city  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  will 
open  in  May  with  David  0.  Selznick's 
"Duel  in  the  Sun."  San  Luis  Potosi 
is  midway  between  Mexico  City  and 
the  United  States  border. 


Commerce  Dept.  Asks 
or  Cheaper  Lumber 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
kets  unless  prices  -can  be  stabilized  at 
more  moderate  levels." 

This  loss  of  markets  could  "easily 
happen,"  Department  experts  said, 
"particularly  since  there  has  been 
great  technological  improvements  in 
competing  materials  and  the  produc- 
tion of  the?e  lumber  substitutes  is 
now  expanding. 

"There  appears  to  have  been 
plenty  of  lumber  available  during  the 
last  few  months  for  those  who  cared 
to  meet  the  price,"  the  Department 
said.  "Delay  by  distributors  in  build- 
ing up  their  depleted  stocks  must, 
in  general,  be  based  on  fear  of  ex- 
cessive tie-up  of  working  capital  in 
high  priced  lumber,  and  of  possible 
losses  when  prices  finally  stabilize  at 
lower  levels." 

Lumber  production  in  1947  is  now 
estimated  by  the  Department  of 
Commerce  at  about  38  billion  board 
feet  and  it  appears  that  an  over-all 
basis  at  least,  supply  and  minimum 
requirements  should  be  in  approx- 
imate balance  during  the  year. 

McKernen  Sells  the  Ross 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  —  Ross  The- 
ater at  Marcellus,  owned  by  J.  Mc- 
Kernen, has  been  sold  to  Phil  Strong. 


GREATER  DRIVE-IN  THEATRE  PROFITS 
with  NATIONAL  IN-A-CAR  SPEAKERS  5 


Orrville  Orr  Operating 

Orrville,  O.— The  new  700-seat  Orr 
Theater  built  by  Sam  P.  Gorrel  and 
Leonard  Mishkind  of  Cleveland,  has 
opened.  House  is  equipped  with  Sim- 
plex equipment,  American  chairs  fur- 
nished by  National  Theatre  Supply. 
Maxwell  White  was  the  architect. 
Building  cost  was  approximately 
$150,000. 


Would  Require  Exit  Screening 

Providence — Rhode  Island  theaters 
vould  be  required  to  screen  seating 
rrangement  diagrams  of  each  floor 
howing  fire  exits  during  each  per- 
ormance,  according  to  a  bill  intro- 
iuced  into  the  General  Assembly  and 
ef erred  to  the  State  Senate's  judi- 
iary  committee. 


"f      IF  YOU   BUY   % 

STADIUM.    AMUSEMENT    PARK    OR 


CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 


Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.       NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 
Principal  Cities 


More  Shows... 
Longer  Seasons . . . 
Bigger  Box  Office . . . 


National's  ultra-modern,  waterproof,  Perma- 
nent Magnet,  In-A-Car  Speakers  with  6'/2" 
cones,  bring  to  the  Drive-In  Theatre  patron  in- 
comparable sound  quality. 

Ruggedly  constructed,  light  in  weight  these 
durable  aluminum  In-A-Car  Speakers  are  pro- 
vided with  a  handy  control  to  make  possible 
adjustment  of  sound  volume  to  satisfy  the  most 
exacting  patron. 


1#  The  combination,  heavy  aluminum  Shelter  and  Cou- 
pling Unit  has  been  designed  to  properly  protect  two 
In-A-Car  Speaker  Units  against  the  most  adverse 
weather  conditions. 


Ul 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 


NATIONAL 


The  complete  National  Drive-In  Theatre  line 
includes:  SIMPLEX  PROJECTORS  and  SOUND 
SYSTEMS,  PEERLESS  ARC  LAMPS  and  HERTNER 
TRANSVERTERS. 
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SMPE  Chi.  Conclave 
To  Spotlight  Tele 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
"get-together"  luncheon  in  the  Gold 
Coast  Room  at  the  Drake  on  Mon- 
day, April  21,  beginning  at  12.30 
p.m.  The  society's  61st  semi-annual 
banquet  will  be  held  in  the  Gold 
C:ast  Room  Wednesday  night,  April 
23,  beginning  at  8  p.m.  Technical 
sessions  are  tentatively  scheduled 
Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  Tues- 
day morning  and  afternoon,  Wed- 
nesday morning,  Thursday  afternoon 
and  evening,  and  Friday  morning 
and  afternoon. 

Committee  chairman,  vice-chair- 
man, and  assistants  for  the  conven- 
tion, the  scciety  announced,  are:  Lo- 
cal arrangements,  A.  Shapiro,  chair- 
man; papers,  Gordon  A.  Chambers, 
chairman,  and  ai'ea  vice-chairmen, 
R.  T.  Van  Niman  (Midwest),  Her- 
bert Barnett  (New  York  City),  N. 
L.  Simmons  (Pacific  Coast),  and  H. 
S.  Walker  (Canada);  publicity.  Har- 
old D.  Desfor,  chairman,  assisted  by 
Leonard  W.  Bidwell,  J.  H.  Booth,  and 
S.  A.  Lukes;  registration  and  infor- 
mation, W.  C.  Kunzmann,  chairman, 
assisted  by  E.  R.  Geib,  G.  W.  Col- 
burn,  H.  B.  Engel,  R.  E.  Lewis,  and 
L;  H.  Walters;  luncheon  and  banquet, 
W.  C.  DeVry,  chairman;  hotel  and 
transportation,  H.  A.  Witt,  chair- 
man, assisted  by  C.  H.  Stone;  mem- 
bership and  subscription  (Midwest 
Section),  Tom  Ress,  chairman;  ladies 
reception  committee,  Mrs.  A.  Sha- 
piro, hostess;  35mm.  projection  pro- 
gram, S.  A.  Lukes,  chairman,  as- 
sisted by  members  of  Chicago  Pro- 
jectionists Lccal  110,  and  16mm  pro- 
jection program,  H.  Wilson,  chair- 
man. 


THEATER  DEALS 


Buys  Saline,  Mich.,  House 

Detroit— Claude   Clark   of  Pontiac 

has  bought  the  Saline  Theater  at 
Saline,  iormerly  operated  by  Mrs. 
Nita  Phillips. 


Geneva  Star  Sold 

Geneva,  Ind.— The  Star,  operated 
by  Irving  Cooper,  was  sold  to  J. 
Ward. 


Warners  Introduce 
16mm.  Editing  Device 

We.it  Coast  Bur-.  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Working  model  of  a 
new  film  editing  device  which  marks 
a  great  forward  stride  in  efficiency 
of  editing  16  mm.  films  has  been 
completed  by  the  Warner  Bros,  stu- 
dio sound  department  under  super- 
vision of  Col.  Nathan  Levinson.  New 
machine  has  been  turned  over  to  the 
film  editing  department  headed  by 
Harold   McCord   for  series  of  tests. 

The  machine,  a  modified  version  of 
standard  film  editing  equipment,  en- 
ables cutters  to  throw  greatly  en- 
larged images  of  16  mm.  on  a  small 
screen. 

In  old-type  devices,  editors  used  a 
magnifying  glass  to  expedite  handling 
of  16  mm.  frames,  which  are  approx- 
imately 5  16  by  %  inches  in  size. 
With  addition  of  projection  lens  and 
screen,  images  are  enlarged  to 
approximately  12  by  18  inches,  which 
increases  speed  of  handling  the  nar- 
row-gauge film. 


Purchases  Dallas  Gay 

Dallas — John  Stuart,  formerly  an 
employee  of  Dallas  Rupe  &  Co.,  hi- 
ves cment  bankers  here,  has  pur- 
chased the  Gay  Theater  from  John 
-viowat  and  Harry  Fletcher. 

Takes  Over  the  Hazel  Park 

Detroit— The  Hazel  Park  Theater 
in  the_  North  End  suburb  of  Hazel 
Park,  is  being  taken  over  by  Hyman 
Gordon,  from  Lew  Betterly  and 
Asher  Shaw.  Shaw,  former  circuit 
executive  here,  is  leaving  for  Cali- 
fornia. 

Shea  Buys  in  Zanesville 

Zanesville,  O.  — The  Liberty  The- 
ater, operated  by  Shea  Theaters 
Corp.,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Shea  organization  from  the  First 
Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  which  has 
been  acting  as  trustee.  The  Liberty 
is  housed  in  one  of  the  city's  most 
modern  buildings. 

ST  Buys  Palma  Ceia 

Tampa,  Fla.— The  Palma  Ceia  The- 
ater has  been  sold  by  0.  R.  Busier 
to  the  State  Theaters,  Inc.  This  is 
one  of  Tampa's  newest  suburban 
theaters,  and  the  acquisition  of  this 
house  by  State  Theaters,  Inc.  brings 
to  five  the  number  of  theaters  the 
company  is  operating  in  Tampa. 

Newcomers  Acquire  Polk 

Polk,  Neb.— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold 
Neuhaus  of  Polk  have  purchased  the 
Polk  Theater  from  Joe  Chantry  of 
Osceola.  Neuhaus,  entering  the  busi- 
ness for  the  first  time,  is  an  ex-GI. 

Krass  Acquires  Carlton 

Detroit  —  The  Carlton  Theater, 
Northwest  nabe,  has  been  purchased 
by  Jack  Krass,  independent  circuit 
owner,  from  Oscar  and  Philip  Gore- 
lick,  operating  a  small  circuit  as  the 
Greater  Detroit  Theaters. 


Burgess  Takes  the  Milnor 

Milnor,  N.  D.  —  Kent  Burgess, 
former  owner  of  the  Iris.  Velva,  is 
now  operating  the  Milnor  here. 

Buys  Bird  Island  Roxy 

Bird  Island,  Minn. — Michael  Gisi 
is  the  new  owner  of  the  Roxy  here. 

Severson  Sells  to  Kin 

Osakis,  Minn.  —  Andrew  Severson 
has  sold  the  Empress  here  to  his  son 
in-law,  Ira  M.  Smith. 


New  Building  Code 
Submitted  in  Akron 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
meet   strength    and    fire    safety    i 
quirements. 

Sections  of  the  code  are  designe 
to  prevent  fires  in  public  places,  an 
takes  into  account  the  Cocoan< 
Grove  fire  in  Boston  in  provision 
applying  to  night  clubs  and  theater; 


From  Claylon  to  Park 

Chicago — Arthur  Denny  and  Wen- 
dall  Stead  have  taken  over  the  op- 
eration of  the  Clayton  theater  in 
Clayton  and  changed  the  name  to 
the  Park. 

Bibo  Leases  Hub  Fine  Arts 

Boston  —  Walter  Bibo  has  leased 
the  uptown  Fine  Arts  from  Loew's 
and  will  use  it  as  a  showcase  for 
foreign  pix. 


Holisky  Purchases  Two 

Two  Harbors,  Min.  —  Paul  Mans 
and  Don  O'Reilly,  circuit  operators, 
have  sold  the  Harbor  and  State  here 
to  William  Holisky.  Holisky  form- 
erly was  on  the  field  staff  of  National 
Screen  Service,  Minneapolis. 

Clorkfield  Roxy  Sold 

Clarkfield,  Minn.  —  Richard  Buch- 
holtz  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Roxy 
here. 


Crown  Theaters  to  Fields 

Cleveland,  O.  —  Egon  Fields  of 
Lorain,  has  bought  the  Crown  The- 
aters from  Goldsmith  Co-operative 
Co. 


Korman  Buys  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland,  0.  —  Sunbeam  Theater 
was  sold  by  the  Malois  Theater  Co. 
to  Sol  Korman,  Detroit  theater 
owner. 


Isley-Brent  Sell  Brazos 

Mineral  Wells,  Tex. — The  Brazos, 
owned  and  operated  b-  Phil  Isley 
and  Charles  Brent  has  been  sold  to 
the  Robb  &  Rowley  Circuit  and  T.  M. 
Dunn  and  J.  W.  Courtney  operators 
of  the  Resort  Amusement  Co.  Dunn 
and  Courtney  in  affiliation  with  R  & 
R  operate  the  the  Grand  and  Gem 
and  independently  operate  the  Ritz. 

Purchases  Chi.  Hillside 

Chicago — Harold  Hester  has  pur- 
chased the  Hillside  Theater  from 
Theodore  Poulos  and  George  Blaznoe. 

Westenskow  Sells  Lyric 

Portland,  Ore.  —  Irving  Westen- 
skow, exhibitor,  has  sold  his  Mollala 
house,  the  Lyric,  to  Ernest  Clark. 
Westenskow  now  owns  two  Eastern 
Oregon  houses,  including  the  Roxy, 
in   Union. 


New  RCA  Sales  Section 
To  Market  Tube  Mounts 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
eral  sales  manager  of  the  RCA  En 
gineering   Products    Department. 

New  tube  mounts  and  accessorie 
sales  section  will  supply  complet 
tube  mountings,  jackets,  and  assem 
blies  for  power  and  special  purpos 
tubes  for  use  in  radio  broadcastinj 
and  in  high-frequency  induction  am 
dielectric  heating  applications  iij 
industry. 

Products     handled     will     includi 
water  jackets  and  forced-air  coolinj. 
mounts  for  power  tubes,  and  acces 
sories    including    filament    and    grin 
connectors,  stand-off  insulators,  am 
mounting  clamps. 

Barnes,  who  is  an  industrial  en 
gineering  graduate  of  Ohio  Stan 
University,  has  been  with  RCA  fo: 
the  past  five  years  and  has  hac 
varied  experience  with  electronic 
apparatus. 


Borrensen  Buys  Comfrey 

Comfrey,  Minn.  —  Jens  Borrensen 
has  purchased  the  Comfrey  Theater 
here. 


Film-Radio  Center  to 
Replace  Philly  Keith's 

Philadelphia — One  of  the  nation'; 
theatrical  landmarks,  Keith's  vaude- 
ville playhouse  here,  is  to  be  torr 
down.  William  Goldman  has  an- 
nounced plans  to  build  a  motion  pic- 
ture theater  and  radio  center  on  the 
site  of  the  old  10-story  building. 

Keith's,  built  at  the  turn  of  th«. 
century,  featured  for  more  than  three 
decades  such  headliners  as  Eva 
Tanguay,  Frank  Tinney.  Nora  Bayes- 
and  Bert  Williams.  It  began  offering 
dramas  and  musical  shows  in  1928 
and  later  became  a  movie  house. 


Purchase  Windsor  Palace 

Charlotte,  N.  C.  —  Everett  Enter- 
prises of  Charlotte,  headed  by  H.  H. 
Everett,  has  bought  the  Palace  The- 
ater at  Windsor,  N.  C. 


Brudvig  Gets  Aneta 

Aneta,   N.   D.  —  Art  Brudvig   has 
purchased  the  Aneta  here. 


Lakota  Capital  Sold 

Lakota,  N.  D.— Julius  C.  Halvor- 
son  has  purchased  the  Capital  here 
from  M.  A.  Zimmerman. 


Buys  Kozy  in  Exira 

Exira,  la. — Jay  Jeanotte  has  pur- 
chased the  Kozy  here. 


Media  Shows  Manley  Line 

Minneapolis— F.  E.  Malia,  repre- 
senting Manley,  Inc.,  of  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  the  Manley-Burch  line 
of  popcorn  machines,  has  opened  an 
office  at  122  No.  Ninth  St.  Malia 
will  sell  a  complete  line  of  popcorn 
machines   and  poppers'   supplies. 

New  Firm  Plans  Sound-slides 

Eastern  Radio  Transcription  & 
Sound  Recording  Corp.,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  has  organized  to  produce  radio 
transcriptions  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. Future  plans  call  for  produc- 
tion of  sound-slide  films  and  motion 
pictures  for  industrial  uses. 


Sessler  Sells  to  Carriere 

Hallock,  Minn.  —  Gil  Sessler  has 
sold  the  Grand  to  Joseph  J.  Carriere. 


New  Peerless  Equipment 

Detroit  —  New  Peerless  Magnarc 
lamps  and  generator  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  Midtown  Theater  by 
Milton  London.  House  will  be  used 
for  trade  screenings. 
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lecfric  Megs  For 
ara.  Location  Work 


■st  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Paramount  is  perfect- 
ly a  new  long-range  communica- 
61  system  for  location  work  where- 

instructions  given  by  a  director 
:n  be  heard  instantaneously  by  the 
tire  company,  over   a  distance  of 

miles  or  more  as  required.    The 

;w  system  combines  radio  channels 

ith  a  series  of  electric  megaphones. 

The  new  system,  in  addition  to  the 

alkie-talkie,  makes  use  of  another 

ar-developed    device,     the    electric 

egaphone,  and  will  make  possible 

ie  broadcasting  of  instructions  to 

ery  person  on  location  instantane- 

isly     over     the     entire     distance. 

norough  tests  by  the  studio's  engi- 

;ers  have  proved  the  system  prac- 

:al  in  controlling  and  co-ordinating 

ie  movement  of  a  long  caravan. 

In    future    location    work    of    this 

nd,  standard  equipment  for  men  on 

nseback    at   intervals   will    consist 

!   a   walkie-talkie    strapped   to   the 

jrse   on   one   side,    and   the    mega- 

ione  on  the   other.    Both  of  these 

echanisms   can   be  concealed  from 

19  camera  if  necessary. 

The     long  -  range     communication 

lethod  will   also   be  used  for  such 

ork  as  ship  and  boat  control  from 

ie  shore  during  location  filming. 

Paramount    is    authorized    to    use 

)nr  radio  channels  for  this  purpose. 


eapes  Believes  Theaters 
Vill  Use  Stereoscopic  Pic 

Stereoscopic  movies  are  in  the  off- 
ng,   Clifford    Jeapes,    editor   of   the 
ritish  version   of  Universal   News, 
Did  The  Film  Daily.    Jeapes,  now 
isiting     in     the     U.     S..     is     firmly 
onvinced  of  their  feasibility  because 
he  theory  as  tested  in  his  labora- 
ory,  is  sound. 
Raw  stock  is  still  rationed  so  far 
s     British     shorts     are     concerned, 
eapes  said.  The  Board  of  Trade  has 
Jjot  yet  permitted  real  free  compe- 
tition in  newsreels.    Prints  have  to 
e  bicycled  because  of  film  rationing. 
')ften    one    company's    newsreel    is 
hown   in   a    theater  where   another 
ompany  has  a  contract.  This  is  done 
!  o  reduce  the  number  of  prints.    Of 
bourse,  this  arrangement  is  recipro- 
ated    in    another    town.     Contracts, 
however,  are  still  valid. 


Perfect  Timing!!! 

Alba,  Tex. — Several  reels  of  film 
were  destroyed  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  projection  equipment 
due  to  a  booth  fire  here  in  the  Alba 
Theater  which  is  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  J.  H.  Seagler.  Damages  were 
curtailed  due  to  the  fact  the  local 
fire  department  were  having  a  fire 
drill  in  the  street  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  at  the  Alba.  Equipment  is 
to  be  repaired  and  house  reopened 
within  several  weeks. 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ent  building  in  the  rear  and  adding  another 
150  seals.  .  .  .  Present  capacity  is  400.  .  .  . 
House  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Hilton 
Theater  Co.,  Thomas  D.  Goldberg,  president. 
.  .  .  Same  concern  also  operates  the  Wal- 
brook  and  Hartford  Theaters,  in  Baltimore. 
.  .  .  •  Rock  Hill  (S.  C.)  Theaters,  Inc., 
operating  two  motion  picture  houses  in 
Rock  Hill,  will  build  a  theater  for  Negroes 
to  cost  $60,000,  according  to  Ben  L. 
Strozier,  president.  .  .  .  Theater  to  seat 
450   will    be    known    as    the    Lincoln.    .    .    . 

•  New  building  to  house  the  Empire  Thea- 
ter, in  Manchester,  N.  H.,  will  be  built  as 
soon  as  materials  become  available,  it  was 
announced  by  Lucien  Descoteaux,  owner, 
who  also  operates  the  downtown   Rex.  .  .  . 

•  Marchesi  Brothers,  of  Amboy,  III.,  opera- 
tors of  the  Town,  a  300-seater,  have  pur- 
chased ground  adjoining  theater,  for  ex- 
pansion purposes. 

*  «  * 

D.  F.  HYDE,  Jr.,  district  supervisor  of 

"  Florida  State  Theaters,  Inc.,  has  an- 
nounced that  plans  are  under  way  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  building  which 
will  house  the  old  Star,  in  Arcadia, 
Fla.  .  .  .  Seating  capacity  will  be  in- 
creased from  400  to  800,  and  the  new 
plant  will  be  air  conditioned  and  equip- 
ped with  the  newest  in  available  ma- 
chinery. ...  7/  is  expected  the  new 
theater  will  cost  approximately  $60,000. 
.  .  .  %  In  Beaumont,  Tex.,  prelimi- 
nary plans  for  a  comunity  center  and 
theater  on  10  acres  of  land  acquired 
by  the  Jefferson  Amusement  Co.  on  the 
west  side  of  the  city,  have  been  an- 
nounced. .  .  .  Theater  to  be  built  of 
steel  and  concrete  will  cost  $250,000. 
.  .  .  In  Michigan,  the  following  Altec 
installations  have  been  made,  accord- 
ing to  Clarence  Dickely,  district  man- 
ager. .  .  .  State,  in  Wayne,  B-60x  sound 
system,  and  A-4x  Voice  of  Thea'er 
horn  system.  .  .  .  Sylvan  Theater,  Chel- 
sea, M-911  dual  Motiograph.  .  .  . 
Kingston  Theater,  Cheboygan,  A-30 
sound   system    and    A-5    horn    system. 

II.  S.  AIR  CONDITIONING  CORP.,  Min- 
^  neapolis,  has  shipped  two  air  condi- 
tioning units  to  the  Alhambra  Theater. 
Equitos,  Peru.  .  .  .  Specially  packaged,  they 
travelled  by  rail  to  N.  Y.,  by  ship  to  Brazil, 
and  by  barge  3. 003  miles  up  the  Amazon, 
through     thick    jungle    to     Equitos.     .     .     . 

•  New  Brenkert  equipment  has  been  in 
stalled  in  the  Everglades  Theater,  Bells 
Glade,  Fla.  ...  •  Bill  Masters,  manager 
of  the  Fox,  is  happy  about  the  new  RCA 
sound  equipment  recently  insta'led  in  the 
Ft.  Meade,  Fla.,  theater.  .  .  .  This  is  among 
the  first  to  be  installed  in  any  unit  of  the 
Floyd  chain.  ...  •  State  Theater,  Tam- 
pa, has  had  its  entire  front  remodeled  and 
air  conditioning  equipment  installed.  .  .  . 
New  sound  and  projection  equipment  has 
3lso  been  added.  ...  •  Trm  Flannery, 
Whiteway  Electric  prexy,  returned  to  Chi- 
cago after  a  Florida  vacation,  last  week. 
.  .  .  He  reports  a  heavy  sign  business  in- 
crease for  his  company.  .  .  .  Among  recent 
contracts  signed  were  vertical  signs  and 
new  marquee  for  the  Coliseum,  on  South 
Wabash  Ave.  .  .  .  New  canopy  f:r  the 
Royal.  .  .  .  Belpark  Theater  will  soon  be 
equipped  with  a  spectacular  sign  and  a 
new  marquee.  .  .  . 


8  N  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  a  zoning  varia- 
'  tion  has  been  granted  Harry  Lazarus 
iy  the  zoning  board  of  appeals,  so 
that  he  can  operate  a  drive-in  theater, 
accomodating  500  cars.  .  .  .  Board 
stipulated  that  the  only  advertising 
which  will  be  permitted  on  the  prem- 
ises will  be  that  connected  with  the 
theater  business,  and  that  an  employe 
or  officer  must  be  on  traffic  duty  dur- 
ing business  hours.  .  .  . 
*  *  * 

THE  Asta,  200-searer,  in  Maryus,  Va.,  is 
'  being  re-built  by  Leslie  Williams,  follow- 
ing fire Maryus,  with  a  total  popula- 
tion of  203,  according  to  the  last  census, 
has  a  second  200-seater,  the  Haywood.  .  .  . 
After  a  delay  of  several  months  due  to  mate- 
rial shortages,  the  new  theater  to  be  built 
in  Tavares,  Fla.,  by  M  &  M  Theaters  of 
Leesburg.  will  be  started  at  once.  .  .  . 
Approximate  cost  of  the  building  w'lich  is 
a  remodeled  structure,  will  be  $20,000. 
.  .  .  Main  floor  will  seat  420,  with  a  bal- 
O'ny  seating  125.  ...  •  New  all-metal 
seats,  with  leatherette  seats  and  plush 
backs,  will  replace  the  685  wooden-seats 
now  in  use  at  the  Ritz  Theater,  Sanford, 
Fla.  ...  •  E.  L.  Bradley's  new  Raven- 
wood  Theater,  gives  Ravenwood,  Mo.,  films 
after  a  lapse  of  several  years.  ...  ©  A 
Duo-Therm  heating  unit  has  been  installed 
in  the  Royal  Theater,  in  Tarpon  Springs, 
Fla. 

DURWOOD  THEATERS,  INC.,  plans 
to  spend  $86,000  for  improvements  to 
the  circuit's  theaters  in  Jefferson  City, 
Mo.  .  .  .  Rebuilding  and  equipment  im- 
provements to  the  old  Jefferson,  prepara- 
tory to  reopening  will  take  $75,000.  .  .  . 
House  is  to  be  fitted  with  a  stage  to 
handle  roadshows,  and  seating  capacity 
will  be  1,400.  .  .  .  Renovations  at  the 
Capitol,  a  2,000-seater,  and  the  1,150-seat 
State  are  now  in  progress.  .  .  .  Former 
ivill  cost  $6,000,  and  the  work  at  the 
State  $5,000.  ...  •  Dawson  Day  De- 
vices, a  new  concern  to  manufacture  a 
steady  arc  baffle  and  o'h^r  devices,  has 
been  formed  in  Detroit  by  Wilfred  P. 
Dawson  and  James  A.  Day,  formerly  of 
Altec  Service.  .  .  .  Harry  Munson,  veepee, 
Will  Scranton,  advertising  manager, 
Howard  Marx,  assistant  sales  manager, 
Frank  Rogers,  Sr.,  and'  Jr.,  all  of  the 
Eastern  Offices  of  Anipro  Corp.  rep- 
resent d  the  company  at  the  Cleveland 
convention  and  exposition  of  the  Master 
Photo  Finishers  and  Dealers  Associa- 
tion. .  .  .  Company  displayed  for 
he  first  time  their  new  line  of 
8  mm.  projectors,  new  Imperial  silent 
16  mm.  projector,  and  new  Premier 
16  mm.  sound  projector.  ...  •  W.  B. 
Greenwald,  operating  the  Allied  Conces- 
sion Co.,  servicing  Detroit  theaters,  is 
planning  to  add  a  department  to  handle 
automatic  popcorn  machines. 


A  ,  B.  MULLER  has  closed  the  Grand,  in 
*»  Annandale,  Minn,  to  enlarge  and  mod- 
ernize the  building.  ...  •  Marion  County 
plan  commission  has  denied  the  petition  of 
Melvin  E.  Cox  to  build  a  drive-in  theater 
near  Indianapolis.  ...  •  Uthra  Ricketts 
and  Mae  Pierce  have  re-opened  the  Elnora, 
in  Elnora,  I  nd.,  after  a  complete  renovation 
and   re-decorating 
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Maker  of  dreams  •  •  • 


•  To  make  dreams  like  this  con- 
vincing ...  to  show  them  with  the 
smoothness  that  brings  life  and 
reality  .  .  .  that  is  the  job  of  the 
optical-effects  man. 

Yet  it  is  only  one  of  his  many 
contributions  to  modern  pictures. 
By  his  skill  with  the  optical  printer 
.  .  .  his  production  of  fades  and 
wipes,  of  dissolves  and  laps  ...  he 


plays  an  important  part  in  giving 
American  movies  their  high  stand- 
ard of  technical  excellence. 

If  the  optical- effects  man  is  to 
play  this  part  to  the  full,  he  must 
use  dependable  film  of  superior 
quality.  That's  why  he  usually  pre- 
fers to  work  with  the  large  and 
well-known  family  of  Eastman 
motion  picture  films. 


EASTMAN    KODAK    COMPANY 


ROCHESTER    4,     N.    Y. 
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ielznick   to  Sell   UM    Slock;  Litigation   Ends 


\0  to  Distribute  All 
iture  Selznick  Films 
'ith  "Duel"  as  First 


In  a  joint  announcement  issued 
it  Friday  by  the  United  Artists 
rporation,  Mary  Pickford,  Charles 
aplin  and  David  0.  Selznick  En- 
rprises  it  was  stated  that  a  full 
d  amicable  agreement  settling  all 
Terences  had  been  reached. 
Under  the  terms  of  settlement  all 
wsuits  and  claims  between  the 
rties  will  be  dismissed. 
In  addition,  the  Selznick  produc- 
>n  unit,  Vanguard  Films,  Inc.,  is 
lling  the  capital  stock  interest  in 
A  for  $2,000,000  cash. 
No  new  Selznick  pic  will  be  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


'Connor  Picks  Aides 
or  Catholic  Drive 


An  all-New  York  industries  goal 
"  $1,000,000  for  the  1947  New  York 
atholic  Charities  Drive  was  dis- 
osed  Friday  by  John  J.  O'Connor, 
niversal  vice-president,  who  is 
mirman  of  the  motion  picture  com- 
ittee  of  the  Cardinal's  Committee 
:  the  Laity  for  the  drive.  Bert  San- 
)rd  of  Altec  Service  is  vice-chair- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Mstribs.  Mull  Publication 

>f  Counter-Criticism  Mag 



London  (By  Cable)— U.  S.  distrib- 
.tors  have  given  tentative  approval 
o  publication  of  a  fan  magazine 
iiere  in  an  effort  to  counteract  ad- 
verse press  opinion  against  U.  S. 
ilms  and  the  Hollywood  industry. 
rhe  publication  would  be  part  of  -a 
ampaign  along  public  relations  lines 
n  conjunction  with  the  MPAA  Brit- 
sh  office. 


".-...  and  to  Sell 
Peanuts  and  Candy" 

Adams,  Wis.  —  Roy  Picus,  Shirley 
Johnston  and  Everett  Erickson  have 
formed  Adams  Theater  Corp.  to  oper- 
ate a  theater  and  "sell  peanuts  and 
candy."  The  corporation  has  issued 
50  shares  of  stock  at  $500  per  share. 


GOV'T  CHARGES 
4  MAIN  ERRORS 


The  Government  in  taking  an  ap- 
peal Friday  from  the  Statutory 
Court's  decree  in  the  New  York 
equity  suit  said  that  the  appeal  to 
the  U.  S-  Supreme  Court  presents 
these  four  main  questions: 

1.  Accepting  the  expediting 
Court's  findings  as  to  the  extent 
and  nature  of  the  violations  in- 
volved in  their  entirety,  the 
Court  erred  as  a  matter  of  law 
in  concluding  that  the  major  de- 
fendants had  not  actually 
achieved  a  monopoly  in  exhibi- 
tion, whether  singly  or  collec- 
tively, and  that  all  of  the  de- 
fendants had  not  collectively 
achieved  a  monopoly  of  distri- 
bution. 

2.  Court  erred  as  a  matter  of 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Three  Awards  Clear 
Cleveland's  Docket 


The  Cleveland  tribunal  of  the 
American  Arbitration  Association 
announced  three  consent  awards  at 
the  weekend,  thereby  completing  the 
disposition  of  all  cases  on  the  Cleve 
land  calendar. 

Arbitrator    granted    a    maximum 
clearance  of  seven  days  to  the  Madi- 
son and  Ohio  theaters  in  Mansfield, 
over  the  Ashland  and  Palace  in  Ash- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Department  of  Justice  Maintains  Complete  Divorce- 
ment Only  Remedy;  Competitive  Bidding,  Clearance 
Systems  Directed  by  Statutory  Court  Under  Heavy  Fire 

Flaying  virtually  all  provisions  of  the  Statutory  Court's  de- 
cree, the  Government  Friday  filed  an  appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court,  reiterating  a  strong  call  for  divorcement  as  the  only  ef- 
fective remedy.  Competitive  bidding 
and  the  whole  system  of  clearance 
laid  down   by   the   Statutory   Court 


Industry  to  Oppose 
State  Ad  Censorship 

A  brief  in  opposition  to  the  Con- 
don-Wilson bill  which,  in  effect,  pro- 
vides for  state  censorship  of  film  ad- 
vertising will  be  filed  in  Albany  with 
Charles  Breitel,  counsel  to  Governor 
Dewey,  by  the  MPAA,  it  was  learned 
Friday. 

The  brief  was  drafted  over  the 
week-end  by  Stanley  Friedman,  War- 
ners counsel,  and  Sidney  Schreiber, 
MPAA  general  counsel,  who  will  be 
accompanied  to  Albany  today  by 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Wehrenberg  Picks  MPTOA 
Forum  Parley  Delegates 

St.  Louis — President  Fred  Wehren- 
berg Friday  announced  that  he  has 
named  the  following  as  MPTOA's 
delegates  to  the  "forum"  meeting  at 
the  Hotel  Astor,  New  York,  March 
10-11: 

Lewen  Pizor,  Philadelphia;  Morris 
Lowenstein,  Oklahoma  City;  Merritt 
Kyser,  East  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  and  J.  J. 
O'Leary,  Scranton,  and  himself. 

Herman  M.  Levy  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  will  be  in  attendance  as 
MPTOA's  general  counsel. 


For  summary  of  the  25  errors 
charged  to  the  Statutory  Court  by 
the  Department  of  Justice  in  its  ap- 
peal from  the  decree  in  the  New 
York   equity    suit,  turn   to   page   5. 

came  under  the  fire  of  the  Govern- 
ment  in   its   appeal.     The   Govern- 
ment insisted  that  full  and  complete 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


$1,097,940  Earnings 
Reported  by  Republic 

Republic  Pictures  Corp.  on  Friday 
reported  a  net  income,  after  tax  pro- 
vision, of  $1,097,940.41  for  the  48 
weeks  between  Nov.  27,  1945  and  Oct. 
26,  1946.  Net  is  equal  to  38  cents 
per  share  on  1,817,860  outstanding 
shares  of  common  stock. 

Net  sales  for  the  period  were  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Distribs.  Study  Clearances 

Reductions  to  be  Made  if  Excessive 


WB's  District  Managers 
To  Visit  Here  Thursday 

Ben  Kalmenson,  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager  of  Warner 
Bros.,  will  conduct  a  two-day  meeting 
of  district  managers  and  home  office 
executives  in  New  York  Thursday 
and  Friday  to  discuss  current  sales- 
matters  and  forthcoming  product. 

Home  office  executives  taking  part 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Industry  distribution  departments 
generally  are  engaged  in  close  exam- 
ination of  existing  clearances  enjoyed 
by  customers  with  a  view  to  making 
changes  where  it  is  finally  determ- 
ined clearance  enjoyed  in  the  past  is 
too  long. 

Attention  is  being  called  to  their 
field  staffs  by  home  office  execs, 
to  the  fact  that,  as  a  result  of  the 
Statutory  Court's  decree,  clearance 
granted  each  exhib.  must  be  clearly 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Chile  to  Reorganize 
Subsidized  Film  Co. 


Santiago,  Chile  (By  Radio) — The 
Chilean  Government  has  announced 
it  will  reorganize  Chile  Films,  state 
subsidized  production  unit,  with  lo- 
cal managers  of  U.  S.  film  compa- 
nies sitting  in  as  advisors.  Film 
production,  aside  from  the  economic 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


17.  K.  Com.  to  Meet 
On  Raw  Stoch  Crisis 

London  (By  Cable)  —  With  the 
raw  stock  situation  increasing  in 
gravity  over  the  week-end,  the 
British  industry's  emergency  com- 
mittee, formed  at  last  week's  all- 
trade  conference  here,  will  hold  its 
first  meeting  tomorrow. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16.  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus.  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen- Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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NEW   YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 

High     Low     Close  Chg. 

Columbia  Picts 21%     21%     21%  +     Vs 

East.   Kodak    231       229V2  231  +2 

Gen.   Prec.    Eq 24%     243,4     24*4      

Loew's,    Inc 253,4     25%     25%      

Paramount     29V8     283,4     29         

RKO      15'/2     15V4     15%  +     % 

Republic    Pict 8V4       7%       8%  +     Vz 

Republic  Pict.  pfd..  .  .    15%     15yz      15%      

20th  Century-Fox   . .  .    37%     37         37  +     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  461/4     46V4     46V4  +   lVs 

20th  Century-Fox  ppf.l023/8   1023/8   1023/8  —     5/8 

Universal   Pict 27%     27         2714  +      Vt, 

Universal  Pict.  pfd...   90V2     90V2     90V2  —     Va 

Warner    Bros 17%     173,4     17%      

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 5           5           5  —     % 

RKO      43/4       4%       45/8      

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3  

Technicolor      173,4      173,4     173,4  +      % 

Trans-Lux     43/8       41/4       41/4      

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid  Asked 

Cinecolor       4%       5 

Pathe      7%       8'/2 


'New  Time'  for  Harrisburg 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Daylight  sav- 
ing time  has  been  adopted,  effective 
April  27,  by  Harrisburg's  City  Coun- 
cil. 


commG  ADD  Gome 


IRVING  ZELTNER  left  for  the  Coast  over 
the  week-end. 

ROBERT  MITCHUM,  co-star  of  RKO  Radio's 
drama  "The  Locket,"  week-ended  with  relatives 
at  Dover,  Delaware,  returning  to  New  York  to- 
day. He  plans  to  leave  for  Hollywood  on  March 
1. 

TED  MORRIS,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity 
department,  arrived  in  New  York  yesterday  from 
Chicago. 

IRVING  HELFONT,  home  office  assistant  to 
George  A.  Hickey,  M-G-M  West  Coast  sales 
manager,   leaves  today  for   Los  Angeles. 

CHARLES  DEESEN,  home  office  assistant  to 
John  J.  Moloney,  M-G-M's  Central  division 
sales    manager,   is    in   Pittsburgh. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  Metro  reprint  and 
importations  head,  is  due  back  today  from  a 
Southern   trip. 

JOEL  BEZAHLER,  Metro  home  office  sales 
staffer,   spent  the   week-end   in  Salt   Lake  City. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  M-G-M  exploita- 
tion director,  returns  to  New  York  today  from 
Chicago  where  he  headed  the  advance  cam- 
paign  for   "The  Yearling." 


UA  Toppers  to  Buffalo 
For  Regional  Sales  Meet 


Buffalo  —  United  Artists  opened 
the  first  of  four  regional  sales  meet- 
ings Saturday  at  the  Statler  Hotel  in 
Buffalo  with  Edward  M.  Schnitzer, 
Eastern  and  Canadian  sales  man- 
ager, presiding. 

Meeting  enters  its  final  and  most 
important  session  tomorrow  with  the 
arrival  of  UA  prexy  Edward  C.  Raf- 
tery,  general  sales  manager  J.  J. 
Unger,  and  ad-publicity  chief  Paul 
N.  Lazarus,  Jr.  Raftery  will  outline 
selling  methods,  Unger  will  discuss 
current  and  forthcoming  product, 
and  Lazarus  will  present  the  ad-pub- 
licity campaigns  planned  for  the  1947 
season. 

Subsequent  regional  confabs  are 
scheduled  for  Pittsburgh  and  El  Paso 
on  Feb.  27  and  in  Chicago,  March  6. 


Free  Radio  Interviews 
By  Stars  End  March  15 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — After  March  15,  no 
"big  name"  players  can  be  fur- 
nished by  any  major  studios  for  a 
free  interview  on  air,  it  has  been 
unanimously  decided  by  the  radio 
sub-committee  of  the  AMPP.  In- 
creasing number  of  requests  for  such 
appearances  has  forced  the  commit- 
tee to  take  this  step. 


16MM    SHORTS 
WA NTE  D 

One  of  the  World's  largest  16MM 
Distributors  wants  Musicals,  Musical 
Sequences,  Comedies  and  Unusual 
Sound   Shorts  —    100  Ft.   to   400   Ft. 

—  Outright  Sale  or  Royalty  — 

MOVIE  NEWSREELS 

1426    N.    Wilcox     Ave.    —    Hollywood 


DWAIN  ESPER,  independent  producer,  is  in 
Detroit  from   Coast. 

W.  H.  WORKMAN,  branch  manager  of  M-G-M, 
Minneapolis,  is  in  North  Dakota  visiting  ex- 
hibitors with  CHARLES  STOFLET,  M-G-M  sales- 
man. 

JACK  KELLY,  of  M-G-M,  is  at  the  Minneapo- 
lis exchange. 

RUDOLPH  WEISS,  head  of  Warner  Theaters' 
real  estate  department,  left  last  night  for 
Chicago. 

DONALD  HYDE,  vice-president  of  United 
States  Pictures,  has  returned  to  the  Coast 
from  conferences  at  the  Warner  Bros,  home  of- 
fice  in   New  York. 

ANGELA  LANSBURY  planed  to  New  York  on 
Saturday,  for  preeming  of  "Private  Affairs  of 
Bel  Ami,"  and  a  three-week  stay  at  the  Plaza. 

VERNON  CALDWELL,  Walt  Disney's  West 
Coast  ad-pub  chief,   is  visiting   N.  Y. 


Theater  Mgrs.  Losing  Sight 
Of  Art  in  Pix  Selling 

It  is  essential  that  theater  man- 
agers return  to  the  fundamentals  of 
showmanship  and  train  their  assis- 
tants in  the  art  of  picture  selling, 
Ernest  Emerling,  advertising  man- 
ager of  Loew's  Theaters,  declared 
here  Friday  as  a  guest  speaker  at  a 
series  of  lectures  on  motion  picture 
advertising  and  selling  being  given 
by  Henry  A.  Linet,  Universal-Inter- 
national Eastern  advertising  man- 
ager at  the  New  School  for  Social 
Research. 


George  Waldman  Joins  FC 
As  Met.  District  Mgr. 

George  Waldman,  formerly  sales 
exec,  with  WB,  has  joined  Film 
Classics  as  New  York  metropolitan 
district  manager,  with  headquarters 
at  N.  Y.  exchange. 


James  Sullivan  Dead 

Manchester,  Conn.  —  James  Sulli- 
van, for  many  years  manager  of  the 
Circle  which  was  owned  by  his  bro- 
ther, John  F.  Sullivan,  died  in  the 
Manchester  Hospital  after  a  linger- 
ing illness. 


"PREVIEW  ROOfll" 

.   .   .   will   really   SELL   your  picture. 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  for  35MM,  16MM, 
and  Slide  Projection. 
COCKTAIL  parties,  luncheons  and 
dinners  served  in  this  versatile  room 
— setting  a  gay  mood  for  a  favor- 
able reaction  to  your  film. 

Aside  to  Phil  M.  Daly: 

"Trade  showings  here  with  delectable 
vr tiles  DON'T  cost  anything  like  $15.00 
per  head." 

Good  Attendance  Guaranteed 

MADISON     AVENUE     at     54th     St. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Tel.:   PL.   5-3400       PAUL    GREEN,    Mgr. 


Enterprise's  "Ramrod"  E 
Marked  By  Week-end  F 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah — App 
mately  100  newspaper  and  mage 
writers  as  well  as  scores  of  H 
wood  stars  arrived  in  Stoci 
Utah,  last  Friday  to  partake  in 
week-end  of  festivities  mar'"'ig 
premiere  of  the  Harry  Shei 
duction  "Ramrod,"  for  En^rp 
Friday  evening,  which  shower 
three  Salt  Lake  theaters. 

The  "Ramrod"  junket,  heral 
the  first  film  to  be  released  by  Er 
prise,  is  the  first  large-scale  ou 
town  premiere  to  be  held  since 
war. 


N.  Y.  THEATER 


—  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALI 

Rockefeller  Center 

"THE  YEARLING" 

GREGORY  PECK  •  JANE  WYMAI 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 
In  Technicolor     •     An  M-G-M  Pictur 
!    SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATIO! 


r    DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr.  f 
MAUREEN  QHARA  -  WALTER  SLEZA! 

Sin  bad  the  Sailor  t 

M  GORG£0</S  T£C#/V/COe.O/{ 


ON  SCREEN 

HELD  CVER 
M-G-M's 

'TILL  THE 
CLOUDS 
ROLL  BY' 


IN  PERSO 

RICHAR] 

HIMBEI 

and  ORCH. 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN  TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount  Picture  Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND        STANWYCK         FITZGERAL 

A  John  Farrow  Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Ope 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M 


&AKQ.V 

WTZeERAUD 


J»»1%n 


LVNNKJfTSf  s"**S**Si 


7D/l&/lMOL//vr 


'THE    BEST   PICTURE 
OF    THE   YEAR" — 

N.    Y.    FILM    CRITICS 


I  lie  BEST  Years 
of  Our  lives" 


Confinuou.  f    A   CTYMJ    ""WAV ' 
Ptrformoncet     A,J  ±  V-/.I\.      45*! 


PRODUCERS  RELEASING  CORPORATION 

is  privileged  to  bring  back  these 


GREEN 


ASTERPIECES 


Produced  by  Edward  Small  with  great  stars  of  current  box-office  stature  . .  .  mag- 
nificent in  production  .  .  .  celebrated  in  titles,  these  nine  famed  pictures  will  be 
made  available  during  the  1947-48  season  through  the  nationwide  sales  organi- 
zation of  Producers  Releasing  Corporation. 
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"KIT  CARSON"  AND 

"THE  LAST  OF  THE  MOHICANS" 

AVAILABLE  FOR  BOOKING  NOW! 


DaJLY 


Monday,  February  24,  1 


Clearances  Studied 
y  Distributors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
set  forth  in  the  specific  theater's  con- 
tract, and  that  there  can  be  no  clear- 
ance extended  unless  theaters  are  in 
substantial  competition. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  inasmuch  as 
this  is  a  question  of  fact,  the  burden 
of  responsibility  for  the  correct  deci- 
sion rests  on  the  men  in  the  field. 

Where  it  is  determined  that  a  reduc- 
tion in  clearance  is  in  order,  several 
companies  have  directed  that  before 
this  is  done,  an  attempt  be  made  to 
reach  an  agreement  with  the  theater 
affected  by  the  reduction  or,  in  some 
possible  cases,  the  elimination  of 
clearance. 

One  major,  it  is  reported,  has  spe- 
cifically instructed  its  sales  force 
that  when  a  request  to  bid  is  received 
from  any  theater,  it  must  be  re- 
garded as  a  request  to  negotiate 
terms,  and  from  then  on,  competitive 
negotiations  must  be  conducted  with 
any  others  who  may  desire  to  license 
the  same  run. 


Chile  to  Reorganize 
Subsidized  Film  Co. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
viewpoint,  is  regarded  in  Chile  as  an 
important    industry   contributing  to 
education  and  propaganda. 

Chile  Films  was  created  three 
years  ago.  Since  that  time  it  has 
produced  nine  films  at  a  cost  of  29 
million  pesos,  which  yielded  a  loss  of 
14  million  pesos. 


Interboro  Will  Construct 
$300,000  Elmont  House 


Interboro  Circuit,  Inc.  has  pur- 
chased a  site  on  Linden  Blvd.,  El- 
mont, L.  L,  for  the  construction  of  a 
$300,000  theater  and  shopping  center. 


Raoul  Le  Mat  Dead 

Panama  City  (Via  Air  Mail)— Raoul 
Le  Mat,  72,  retired  industry  vet- 
eran, died  here.  Formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Le  Mat-Metro- 
Goldwyn,  which  held  the  M-G-M 
franchise  in  Sweden,  he  had  more 
recently  been  engaged  in  show  busi- 
ness in  Washington,  D.  C.  until  his 
retirement  two  years  ago.  His  son- 
in-law,  Lewis  Simpson,  is  MGM 
manager  in  Panama. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Richard    Thorpe 

Harry  Blair 

Chester   Carlisle 

Ross  Ford 

Angele   Green 


Feb. 


24 

Harry  D.  Buckley 

Nathaniel    Finston 

Marcus  A.   Benn 

Carole  Gallagher 

Zachary  Scott 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Monday  Morning  Memos 


•  •      •     CUFF  NOTES:  Didja  know  a  new  association,  embracing 

16  mm.  exhibitors  and  distributors,  is  quietly  being  organized? One 

of  the  prime  movers  is  Fred  J.  Campeau,  of  Kinconning,  Mich.  ...  •  The 
eight  majors  will  be  represented  at  the  World  Film  Festival  in  Brussels 
in  June.  ...     •  Bob  Young's  C  &  O  held  open  house  here  Saturday 

aboard  its  Chessie-on-wheels  theater America's  first  movie-on-train 

was  at  Grand  Central  Station  for  six  hours,  with  Universal's  "Swell  Guy" 
shown  continuously.  ...  •  Radio  producer  John  Slott  is  back  from 
a  two-months'  trip  to  Bermuda,  with  plans  to  independently  produce 
"Castle  Harbor"  in  Hollywood.  ...  •  "A  Comedy  of  Errors"  came 
close  to  being  a  tragedy,  when  the  police  riot  squad  entered  the  Avon 
Theater  in  Providence  with  guns  ready,  expecting  to  find  safe-crackers, 
only  to  find  other  police  waiting  in  ambush.  ...  •  Charlie  Chaplin's 
self-composed  symphonic  background  score  for  his  new  pic  "Monsieur 
Verdoux"  will  be  pressed  on  records  for  an  RCA-Victor  album.  .  .  . 

•  Danny  Kaye-Samuel  Goldwyn  vehicle  "That's  Life"  will  be  a  re-make 
of  the  1941  pic  "Ball  of  Fire,"  which  had  Gary  Cooper,  Barbara  Stanwyck 
and  Richard  Haydn.  ...  •  Nina  Foch,  Columbia  actress,  was  a  guest 
speaker  at  the  Greek  War  Relief  luncheon  for  American  newspaper 
women  held  at  the  St  Moritz.  ...     •  Old  Man  Winter  really  got  mad 

and   kicked  business   where  it    hurts  most Thursday  and  Friday 

b.  o.  "take"  along  the  Main  Stem  dropped  lower  than  the  mercury 

Nosedive  ranged  from  10  per  cent  in  houses  with  strong  draws  to  more 
than  35  per  cent  in  other  flicker  palaces 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  A  SURVEY  CONDUCTED  among  its  subscribers  by  The 
American  Magazine  indicates  that  one  American  out  of  every  four 
planning  a  vacation  this  year  hasn't  decided  yet  on  where  he  or  she 

wiU  qo Well,  this  industry  for  some  years  has  had  the  answer  to 

that  one:  Go  to  the  movies There  are  no  ants,  no  mosquitoes,  no 

sand  fleas,  no  poison  ivy,  no  second-rate  food,  no  suffocating  heat  in 
the  film  theater And  it's  a  helluva  lot  cheaper,  too 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Who's  sponsoring  the  letter-writing  cam- 
paign to  Providence  theater  managers,  asking  that  they  not  show  "Duel 
in  the  Sun"?  ...  •  Minnesota  Amusement  Co.  has  decided  to  drop  the 
trad©  name  Mindako  Theaters,  reportedly  because  of  its  failure  to  catch 
on  in  the  trade.  ...  ©  Arthur  B.  Johnson,  assistant  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  Eagle-Lion  Studios,  has  been  made  Coast  chief  fiscal  officer 

Johnson  will  also  serve  as  liaison  between  E-L  and  Pathe  Industries,  its 

parent  company Another  addition  at  E-L  is  A  E.  Bollinger,  whose 

new  post  as  comptroller  follows  three  years  as  assistant  comptroller 
at  Universal.  ...  •  Maybe  you  think  it's  cold  in  New  York,  but  con- 
sider the  British  weather  as  reported  by  Dave  Golding,  ex-FTLM  DAILY 

staffer   now    in   Britain    for   Sam   Goldwyn Dave   writes    that   the 

British  Winter  is  so  rugged  that  it  makes  the  one  in  Naples  during  the 
war  seem  mild,  with  over-shoes,  galoshes  impossible  to  get  and  taxis 
likewise 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  Hi'  THAT:  A  Congressional  committee  is  reported 
likely  to  scrutinize  the  American  Scophony  situation.  ...  •  Take  it  from 
the  Sackett  &  Prince  agency,  television  is  suffering  from  a  lack  of  video 
writers  with  scripts  and  with  ideas.  ...  •  Roy  Del  Ruth  has  opened 
negotiations  lor  services,  of  Donald  Wolfit,  whose  British  Shakespearean 
troupe  is  now  at  the  Century,  and  also  those  of  Rosalind  Iden,  Wolfit's 

leading  lady Del  Ruth  would  place  them  in  the  leads  of  his  next 

for  Allied  Artists,  "Mr.  Gideon,"  which  goes  before  the  cameras  by  May 
1 The  Wolfit  troupe  will  close  its  Century  run  on  March  8.  .  .  . 


Tub  Thumpers  Hono! 
15  for  Achievement: 


Boston  —  The  second  annual  c 
tion  dinner  of  Boston  Tub  No.  ] 
the  Tub  Thumpers  of  Araern,.  i 
was  held  in  the  Copley-Pla        I 
Friday     night.      The     evening" 
called  "A  Flight  To  The   State 
Coma"    and    five    airlines,    Uni 
Eastern,  TWA,  American  and  Noi 
east,  were  represented.  The  airpl 
atmosphere  was  cleverly  carried 
by  an  open  airplane   door  to  er 
the  ballroom.    Ten  airline  hostes 
seated    the   guests   at   their   tab , 
The    door    prize,    heralded    as    f 
transportation  to  California  and 
turn,  turned  out  to  be  a  stuffed  sw 
back  horse.  Bill  Cunningham,  Bos 
sports    writer    and    columnist, 
emcee. 

On  the  dais  were  those  chosen 
receive  plaques  for  their  outstand. 
achievements  during  the  past  ye  I 
They  included: 

P.  A.  O'Connell,  Boston  mercha 
for  American  business;  John  Sh< 
ard,  3rd,  of  Station  WNAC,  for 
pioneer  radio  work;  Maj.-Gen.  Ira 
Wyche,    commander    of    the    Bost 
base;  Roland  Hayes,  singer;  Al  Ca]i 
cartoonist;     Robert     Sibley,    Bos: 
Traveler    aviation    editor;    Hai. 
Browning,  first  chief  Tub  Thump' 
Dr.  John  J.  Mahoney  of  the  Americ  i 
Institute   of   Democracy;   All 
Forbes,    philanthropist;    two    amj 
tees  of  World  War  II,  Harold  R\ 
sell,  who  lost  both  hands,  and  W 
fred  Holsberg,  who  lost  both  leg 
Dr.  Gabriel  Farrell,  director  of  t; 
Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind;  Ii 
William  T.  Green  of  the  Childrei 
Hospital  and  New  England  direct 
of  all  polio   in  this  district;   Victi 
Friend,  chairman  of  the  Massach 
setts  Committee  for  Catholics,  Pre 
estants    and    Jews;    and    Dr.    Hu; 
Kosloff,  Russian  scientist,  who  w 
the  chief  speaker. 

The  dinner  committee,  with  Geor;  I 
Estes  as  chairman,  included  Har: 
Browning  ,  Ben  Bartzoff,  Gabri 
Stern,  Harry  Brown,  John  Lyn 
Jack  Saef,  Julius  Teich,  Louis  Brem 
Maurice  Wolf,  Ben  Shapiro,  A. 
Armstrong,  Jr.,  Philip  Buxbaui 
George  Carens,  Al  Fowler,  Kenne 
Fletcher,  Ralph  Frank,  Betsy  Gosli 
James  "Red"  King,  Walter  Krist 
Art  Moger,  Frank  Sweeney,  James  ] 
Wilber,  Joseph  Weisberg,  Herbe 
Baldwin,  William  MacDonald,  ar 
Harry  Selig. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Detroit — Stork  rivalry  has  becom 
intense  at  the  RKO  booking  desl 
Booker  Eric  Garry  became  the  prou 
father  of  a  daughter,  Patricia,  an 
was  swiftly  followed  by  booker  Hai 
vey  Trombley,  whose  offspring  is 
boy,  named  Barry. 

P.S.    There    are    two    more    RK< 
bookers. 
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ov*t  Decree  Appeal  Charges  25  Major  Errors 


ISjlure  to  Order  Divorce 
Ait,  Ban  Cross  Licensing 
,d  Fix  Flat  Rentals  Cited 


ca^-. 


Continued  from  Page  1) 
nt  is  the  only  remedy 


m 


■■•■  nee  the  Government's  principal 
ff !  was  for  divorcement,  the  major 
■'  aidants  came  in  for  most  of  the 
"fjernment's  fire,  but  operations  of 

s  iefendants  were  termed  monopo- 
:     of  distribution. 

,  The  Government  said  com- 
d  atitive  bidding  "merely  regu- 
•j.tes  the  exercise  of  the  major 
'  'afendants'  power  to  dominate 
1  '»e  domestic  motion  picture  in- 
^pistry." 

tin  its  appeal,  the  Department 
ted  25  major  points  in  which 
said  the  Statutory  Court 
red.  These  include  the  Court 
If  ot  calling  for  the  "traditional" 
emedy  of  divorcement,  for  fail- 
i  ig  to  require  that  competitive 
n  ids  be  on  a  flat  rental  basis  and 
I  ailure  to  include  a  ban  on  cross 
:   censing. 

;  :  The  basic  issue  of  this  appeal," 
i  Department  of  Justice  said,  "is 
\  of  judicial  power  rather  than 
■'  mere  exercise  of  judicial  dis- 
|;;ion.  If  the  District  Court  is 
i  lit  in  its  assumption  that  the  un- 
l-d  and  unenforceable  competitive 
hiding  relief  is  an  adequate  substi- 
!!ion  for  the  traditional  divestiture 
,s-ef  and  complete  prohibition  of 
,<ure  agreements  among  the  guilty 
i  endants,  than  a  proceeding  under 
|l  Sherman  Act  has  become  an 
I  trument  for  protecting  estab- 
j:ied  monopoly  from  either  effective 

icial  or  legislative  correction." 
[  The  Court's  adherence  to  a  sys- 
r'i  of  decree-administered  competi- 
ri,"  the  Government  said,  "in  the 
r  e  of  obvious  limitations  on  en- 
[  cement  approaching  inability  to 
[n'orce  at  all  may  hardly  be  justi- 
trl  upon  the  basis  of  the  Court's 
pressed  conclusion  that  the  de- 
ll dants  and  the  public  would  be 
L-~t  by  divorcement  relief  and  its 
I  pliedly  similar  conclusion  as  to  the 
u  vernment's  ban  on  cross-licensing 
b  films  among  the  major  defend- 
i!:s." 

RThe  Government  said  there  is  "no 
fdence  whatsoever"  that  the  the- 
3]  r-going  public  would  "suffer 
Jrdship  of  any  kind  from  a  change 
ownership  or  management  of  the- 
irs now  owned  or  managed  by  the 
I  jor  defendants." 

!The  Government,  in  effect, 
•aid  that  it  was  up  to  Congress 
o  decide  whether  there  was  any 
:  'public  desirability"  in  avoiding 
such  private  injury  as  might  re- 
sult from  divorcement. 

"A  specific  legislative  authori- 
sation," the  Government  said, 
'would  seem  essential  to  substi- 
tute for  dissolution  of  a  monop- 
oly which  violates  the  Sherman 
4ct,  the  mere  regulation  of  its 
business  practices." 
'The  inability  of  a  Court  to  regu- 


GOV'T  CHARGES  25  COURT  ERRORS 


The  Department  of  Justice,  in  its  New  York  equity  suit  appeal  Friday,  made  25 
points  in  which  it  said  the  Statutory  Court  erred  in  its  decree.  They  are: 

1.  In  concluding  that  the  relief  granted  was  adequate  to  prevent  the  guilty  de- 
fendants from  unreasonably  restraining  competition  in  the  motion  picture  business  in  the 
future. 

2.  In  concluding  that  the  major  defendants  had  not  actually  achieved  a  monopoly  in 
exhibition,  either  singly,  or  collectively. 

3.  In  not  concluding  that  the  defendants  had  actually  achieved  a  collective  monopoly 
of  distribution. 

4.  In  failing  to  prohibit  the  guilty  defendants  from  making  clearance  agreements  in 
the  future. 

5.  In  failing  to  prohibit  the  continued  use  by  the  major  defendants  of  each  other's 
theaters  as  exhibition  outlets  for  each  other's  films. 

6.  In  failing  to  order  ultimate  divorcement  of  the  distribution  and  production  busi- 
nesses of  the  major  defendants  from  their  theater  operation. 

7.  In  failing  to  require  the  major  defendants  to  divest  themselves  of  all  their  theater 
holdings. 

8.  In  failing  to  prohibit  absolutely  any  further  acquisition  of  theater  interests  by  the 
major  defendants. 

9.  In  failing  to  prohibit  the  major  defendants  from  continuing  to  exhibit  their  own 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 

late  effectively  in  the  public  inter- 
est," the  Government  said,  "the  il- 
legal power  found  in  the  possession 
of  the  defendants  in  this  case  .  .  . 
was  virtually  conceded  by  the  Court 
when  it  recommended  the  adoption 
of  an  arbitration  system  to  secure 
enforcement  of  the  decree,  but  it  ap- 
parently recognized  the  inherent 
lack  of  power  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  mechanism  not  approved  by 
the  defendants  when  it  conditioned 
the  incorporation  of  such  a  system 
in  its  decree  upon  the  consent  of 
the  parties." 

The  Government  stressed  that  the 
decree  does  nothing  to  break  up  the 
monopolies  of  all  of  the  defendants. 

Again  battering  the  ownership  or 
operation  of  theaters  by  the  majors, 
the  Government  said: 

"The  majors'  domination  of  exhi- 
bition as  operators  was,  of  course, 
confined  to  the  areas  in  which  they 
operated  theaters,  but  these  areas 
include  all  but  four  of  the  92  cities 
in  the  United  States  with  popula- 
tions of  more  than  100,000  and  a 
great  majority  of  those  over  25,000. 
In  38  of  the  92  cities,  of  more  than 
100,000,  one  or  more  of  the  defend- 
ants operated  all  of  the  first  run 
theaters  and  this  was  true  of  more 
than  100  cities  between  25,000  and 
100,000." 

The  Government  charged  that 
the  major  defendants  have  not 
competed  with  each  other  in  buy- 
ing or  selling  films  in  the  past 
and  "there  is  nothing  in  the  de- 
cree to  induce  such  competition 
in  the  future." 

"They  are  also  expressly  author- 
ized to  retain  the  same  vested  inter- 
est in  favoring  each  other's  theaters 
as  against  outsiders  that  they  had 
when  the  suit  was  begun  and  are 
further  expressly  authorized  to  use 
their  theaters  as  vehicles  for  dis- 
criminatory exploitation  of  their 
own  films. 

"The  proposed  injunction  against 
mutual  use  by  the  defendants  of 
each  other's  theaters  for  exploiting 


their  films  would  not  have  prevented 
the  latter  form  of  discrimination, 
but  it  would  have  eliminated  the 
unlawful  combination  among  the 
major  defendants  insofar  as  that 
could  be  accomplished  by  injunctive 
provisions.  It  probably  would  indi- 
rectly compel  divestiture  of  some  of 
the  defendants'  theaters  in  situations 
where  they  dominate  as  theater 
operators,  but  would  not  eliminate 
them  as  theater  operators  in  any 
situation  where  they  are  willing  to 
compete,  as  the  ordinary  independent 
exhibitor  is  compelled  to  compete, 
by  showing  the  product  of  four  or 
less  of  the  defendant-distributors 
plus  that  of  the  independent  pro- 
ducers." 

The  Government  said  that  be- 
cause of  this  a  ban  on  cross  li- 
censing would  have  been  consis- 
tent with  the  Court's  findings. 
The  appeal  was  directed  by  Robert 
L.  Wright,  special  assistant  to  the 
Attorney  General. 

Universal  Informed  of 
Gov't  Decree  Appeal 

Universal  was  the  first  of  the  de- 
fendants in  the  Government's  mo- 
tion picture  anti-trust  suit  to  be 
served  with  a  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice's  appeal  to  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court,  when  company  at- 
torney Thomas  Turner  Cooke  was 
presented  with  papers  at  the  Fed- 
eral Court  Friday. 

With  appeals  now  filed  by  the 
Government  and  the  "Little  Three," 
only  this  week  remains  for  action  in 
that  direction  by  the  "Big  Five"  de- 
fendants. Deadline  for  the  filing  of 
an  appeal  is  March  1,  60  days  after 
the  handing  down  of  the  decree  by 
the  New  York  Statutory  Court  on 
Dec.  31. 

While  RKO  and  Warners  have  not 
stated  their  intentions,  it  appears 
that  they  will  file  before  Saturday 
along  with  Paramount  and  Loew's. 
Spokesmen  for  20th-Fox  at  their 
sales  meeting  last  week,  indicated 
that  an  appeal  by  that  company  was 
"unlikely." 


GOV'T  CHARGES 
4  MAIN  ERRORS 


— —  (Continued  from  Page  1) 

law  in  violation  of  Sherman  Act 
m  failing  to  enter  a  judgment 
which  dealt  adequately  with 
these  violations. 

3.  The  Court  erred  as  a  mat- 
ter of  law  in  concluding,  that 
any  of  the  defendants  may  make 
a  valid  clearance  agreement  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  any 
exhibitor  from  competition. 

4.  The  Court,  upon  proper 
findings  as  to  the  legal  conse- 
quences of  the  defendants'  vio- 
lations, should  have  ordered  ulti- 
mate divorcement  of  the  major 
defendants'  theater  holdings 
from  their  distribution  and  pro- 
duction activities  and  should 
have  restrained  them  from  li- 
censing films  for  exhibition  in 
each  other's  theaters  while  such 
relief  is  being  effectuated.  It 
should  also  have  enjoined  the 
defendants  from  continuing  to 
make  clearance  agreements. 

Industry  Brief  to  Oppose 
State  Ad  Censorship 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Gordon  White  of  the  MPAA  adver- 
tising code  administration. 

Decision  to  lodge  a  stiff  opposing 
brief  was  reached  at  a  meeting  Fri- 
day of  the  Eastern  PIC  sub-commit- 
tee, comprising  Si  Seadler,  Mort 
Blumenstock  and  Charles  Schlaifer, 
the  attorneys  concerned  and  others 
at  the  New  York  A.  C. 

Passage  of  the  measure,  first  by 
the  Assembly  and  the  next  day  by  the 
Senate,  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  in- 
dustry, it  is  said.  Bill  slipped  thru 
the  Assembly  without  debate  at  the 
time  interest  was  focused  on  the  clos- 
ing of  the  Legislature  to  a  pressure 
group  which  had  descended  on  the 
capital. 


Buys  Star  in  Drayton 

Drayton,  N.  D. — Albert  Charbon- 
neau  has  purchased  the  Star  from 
Axel  Nordstrom. 


What's  in  a  Title!  1 1 

Cincinnati  —  Two  teen-age  van- 
dals entered  the  booth  of  the  River- 
side Theater  by  means  of  a  skylight, 
and  failing  to  open  the  safe,  dam- 
aged booth  equipment  and  destroyed 
3500  feet  of  film  and  several  rolls 
of  tickets.  Their  only  haul  was  a 
shotgun  belonging  to  James  G.  Wil- 
son, the  theater  owner.  This  proved 
to  be  their  downfall,  as  police 
promptly  bagged  them  when  they 
sold  the  gun  to  another  teen-ager. 

P.  S.  The  film  destroyed  was  the 
first  four  reels  of  "Bad  Man's  Terri- 
tory." 
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Selznick,  UA  Wind  Up 

All  Former  Litigation 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
leased  through  UA.  However,  sev- 
eral former  Selznick  productions  in- 
cluding "Since  You  Went  Away," 
"Rebecca,"  "I'll  Be  Seeing  You"  and 
"Spellbound"  will  continue  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  UA. 

The  new  SRO  formed  a  few  months 
ago,  of  which  Neil  Agnew  is  prexy, 
will  handle  all  Selznick  pix  in  the 
future.  This  company  has  already 
opened  branch  offices  in  10  cities  of 
the  U.  S.  and  five  foreign  capitals. 
Plans  for  opening  25  additional  of- 
fices are  proceeding  and  will  be  in 
full  operation  within  30  days. 

The  first  Selznick  pic  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  SRO  is  his  $6,000,000 
technicolor  "Duel  in  the  Sun."  Sec- 
ond SRO  release  will  be  "The  Para- 
dine  Case,"  which  is  nearing  comple- 
tion at  the  producer's  studios,  with 
Hitchcock  directing.  This  pic  is 
budgeted  at  $3,700,000  and  features 
an  all-star  cast.  The  third  release 
is  "Portrait  of  Jenny,"  now  shooting 
here,  with  Jennifer  Jones  and  Joseph 
Cotten. 

SRO  will  immediately  re-issue  "In- 
termezzo," in  which  Selznick  intro- 
duced Ingrid  Bergman- 
Negotiations  for  settlement  were 
handled  by  Daniel  T.  O'Shea,  prexy 
of  Vanguard  and  Milton  Kramer, 
Selznick's  New  York  attorney. 

The  producer  said  that  no  deal  for 
physical  distribution  of  SRO  pix 
had  been  consummated. 


CSA  and  PCC  to  loin  ATA 
In  Appeal  to  High  Court 

The  American  Theater  Association 
will  file  an  appeal  to  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court  from  the  New  York 
Statutory  Court's  denial  of  its  peti- 
tion to  intervene  in  the  motion  pic- 
ture anti-trust  suit  some  time  this 
week,  it  was  learned  at  the  week 
end.  Appeal  will  probably  be  filed 
jointly  with  that  of  the  Confederacy 
of  Southern  Associations  and  the 
Pacific  Coast  Conference  of  Inde- 
pendent Theater  Owners. 

By  filing  this  week,  the  appellants 
will  act  well  in  advance  of  the  dead- 
line for  such  action  which  would  be 
60  days  from  Jan.  23,  date  on  which 
the  Court  formally  denied  the  rights 
of  both  ATA  and  CSA  as  defendants 
but  allowed  them  to  file  a  brief  as 
amicus  curiae. 


WEDDinG  BELLS 


Fisher-Gershenson 

Miami  Beach,  Fla. — Doris  Fisher, 
of  New  York  and  Hollywood,  became 
the  bride  of  Charles  A.  Gershenson, 
of  Detroit,  the  wedding  taking  place 
at  the  home  of  the  groom's  mother, 
Mrs.  Ned  Gershenson,  of  Miami 
Beach-  The  bride  is  under  contract 
to  Columbia  as  a  song  writer. 


GOV'T  CHARGES  25  COURT  ERRORS 
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films  in  their  own  theaters  upon  terms  which  discriminate  against  their  competitors. 

10.  In  decreeing  competitive  bidding  as  appropriate  relief  in  situations  where  the  de- 
fendants' theaters  were  in  competition  with  independent  theaters. 

11.  in  failing  to  require  that  all  competitive  bids  be  stated  in  terms  of  flat  rental. 

12.  In  concluding  that  none  of  the  defendants  had  attempted  to  monopolize  or  con- 
spired to  monopolize  or  restrain  trade  in  the  business  of  producing  pictures. 

13.  In  concluding  that  the  factor  of  print  cost  would  confine  exhibition  to  high- 
priced  theaters  unless  a  system  of  successive  runs  by  clearance  is  employed. 

14.  In  concluding  that  a  grant  of  clearance  when  not  accompanied  by  a  fixing  of 
admission  prices  or  by  undue  extension  as  to  area  or  duration  affords  a  fair  protection  to 
the  licensee  without  unreasonably  interfering  with  the  public  interest. 

15.  In  concluding  that  the  fixing  of  clearance  in  license  contracts  or  by  other  agree- 
ments is  essential  to  the  reasonable  conduct  of  the  motion  picture  business. 

16.  In  concluding  that  competition  can  be  introduced  into  the  present  system  of  fix- 
ing admission  prices,  clearances  and  runs  by  requiring  a  defendant-distributor  when 
licensing  its  features,  to  grant  a  license  for  each  run  at  a  reasonable  clearance  (if 
clearance  is  involved)   to  the  highest  bidder. 

17.  In  concluding  that  the  percentage  of  features  on  the  market  which  any  one  of  the 
five  major  defendants  might  play  in  its  own  theaters  would  be  so  small  as  in  no  wise 
to  approximate  a  monopoly  of  film  exhibition. 

18.  In  concluding  that  the  competitive  bidding  decreed  by  it  would  make  it  impossible 
for  the  defendants  to  discriminate  unreasonably  in  favor  of  circuit  theaters  and  against 
independents. 

19.  In  concluding  that  a  defendant's  interest  of  five  per  cent  or  less  of  a  theater 
investment  in  which  others  were  also  interested  was  de  minimis  and  only  to  be  treated 
as  an  inconsequential  investment  in  exhibition. 

20.  In  concluding  that  the  defendants'  theater  holdings  are  not  large  enough  to  per- 
mit them,  individually  or  collectively,  to  have  a  monopoly  of  exhibition. 

21.  In  concluding  that  there  was  or  would  be  under  its  decree  adequate  competition 
between  theaters  operated  by  the  defendants  in  any  city. 

22.  In  concluding  that  certain  theaters  which  have  used  the  product  of  more  than 
one  distributor  in  the  past  could  not  operate  on  the  product  of  one  distributor  in  the 
future. 

23.  In  concluding  that  the  illegalities  and  restraints  found  to  exist  in  the  industry 
did  not  lie  in  or  result  from  the  ownership  of  theaters  by  the  major  defendants. 

24.  In  concluding  that  total  theater  divestiture  would  be  injurious  to  the  corporations 
concerned  and  would  be  damaging  to  the  public. 

25.  In  concluding  that  such  divestiture  would  not  remedy  the  illegal  practices  found 
by  it  which  had  unreasonably  restricted  competition  in  the  industry. 


Three  Awards  Clear 
Cleveland's  Docket 
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land,  and  the  Castamba  in  Shelby. 
Order,  which  applies  to  licenses  en- 
tered into  by  Paramount,  20th-Fox 
and  RKO,  is  deemed  to  be  waived  21 
days  after  the  Cleveland  territorial 
release  date. 

Same  clearance  arrangement  ap- 
plies to  licenses  entered  into  by 
Loew's  with  clearance  deemed 
waived  21  days  after  availability  of 
the  Mansfield  houses. 

In  the  complaint  filed  by  the  Craw- 
ford Theater  Co.,  operators  of  the 
Bucyrus  and  Southern  theaters  in 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  award  grants  a  max- 
imum clearance  to  the  Palace  and 
Marion  theaters  in  Marion  of  "ahead 
of"  the  Bucyrus  houses,  or  21  days 
after  territorial  release  date,  which- 
ever is  earlier,  in  licenses  entered 
into  by  Paramount  and  RKO.  Loew 
licenses  also  may  grant  "ahead  of" 
clearance,  provided  that  said  the- 
aters in  Marion  play  within  21  days 
after  their  availability. 

It  is  reported  by  the  Association 
that  19  cases  still  remain  on  the 
dockets  of  eight  tribunals.  There  is 
also  one  appeal  pending. 

NCA  In  New  Offices 

Minneapolis — North  Central  Allied 
has  moved  from  its  office  in  'the 
Pence  Bldg.  to  253  Loeb  Arcade. 


O'Connor  Picks  Aides 
For  Catholic  Drive 
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man.     Solicitations    in   the    industry 
will  begin  immediately. 

Appointed  by  O'Connor  to  serve  on 
his  committee  are: 

Charles  A.  and  John  W.  Alicoate, 
William  E.  Barry,  Martin  F.  Bennett, 
Harry  Buckley,  Frank  E.  Cahill,  Jr., 
Patrick  Casey,  Tom  Connors,  James 
P.  Cunningham,  G.  S.  Eyssell,  Si 
Fabian,  James  M.  Franey,  E.  C. 
Grainger,  J.  R.  Grainger,  Al  Hovell, 
William  W.  Howard,  John  Kane, 
Austin  Keough,  T.  J.  Martin,  Joseph 
McConville,  Charles  B.  McDonald, 
Joseph  E.  McMahon. 

Also  James  A.  Mulvey,  John  Mur- 
phy, William  P.  Murphy,  William  J. 
Murray,  Leon  Netter,  John  Nolan, 
Paul  O'Brien,  Robert  H.  O'Brien, 
Thomas  F.  O'Connor,  Charles  L. 
O'Reilly,  E.  K.  O'Shea,  P.  A.  Powers, 
Martin  Quigley,  Charles  Reagan, 
Phil  Reisman,  Herman  Robbins,  W. 
F.  Rodgers,  George  J.  Schaefer,  C. 
J.  Scollard,  William  A.  Scully,  E.  H. 
Seifert,  George  Skouras,  Spyros 
Skouras,  Andrew  Subbiondo,  Nick 
Tronolone,  Richard  F.  Walsh,  and 
William  White. 


Zagar  Forms  16mm.  Co. 

Detroit— The  Revere  Film  Co.,  to 
operate  a  16  mm.  film  exchange,  was 
formed  in  Detroit  by  Paul  M.  Zagar. 


$1,097,940  Earnings 
Reported  by  Republ 
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ported   at   $24,315,593.37,   while 
consolidated  earned  surplus^-at  C 
26,    1946    amounted    to    $6       40 
after  a  $1.00  per  share  divic,-  -.j  j  | 
on    400,000    outstanding    shares 
cumulative    convertible    prefer 
stock.   Tax  provision  is  estimatec 
$735,000. 

Net  for  the  period  of  Consolida 
Film  Industries  last  report,  (Jar 
to   Nov.   26,   1945,  was   $572,039 
while  net  sales  were  reported  at  $ 
016,141.82    and    tax    provision   i 
$347,000.    Earnings  were  equal  tc 
cents  per  share.   Consolidated,  Se 
and  the  latter's  Republic  subsidia: 
were  merged  into  Consolidated 
the  combined  company  re-named 
public    Pictures    Corp.    on    Nov. 
1945. 

In  a  message  to  stockholders, 
eluded  with  the  annual  report,  He 
ert  J.  Yates,  Republic  presid 
noted  that  the  Hollywood  juris 
tional  strike  caused  increased  i 
duction  costs  and  that  a  retroac 
wage  settlement  resulting  from  c 
tract  negotiations  with  vari 
unions  cost  Republic  approxima 
$1,400,000. 

He  pointed  out  that  changes  in 
practice  and  method  of  licens 
films  caused  delay  in  releasing  l 
pictures  which  resulted  in  increa 
inventories  and  delays  in  colleci 
of  income  from  the  pictures. 

Yates  revealed  that  plans  to  r< 
additional  permanent  capital 
finance  expansion  have  been  pi 
poned  until  securities  market  coi 
tions  are  more  favorable.  He  ant 
pated  a  substantial  increase  in 
number  of  Trucolor  pictures  to 
produced  in  1947. 


WB's  District  Managers 
To  Visit  Here  Thursday 
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in  the  sessions  also  will  incl 
Samuel  Schneider,  Mort  Blum 
stock,  Roy  Haines,  Julius  Lapic 
Norman  Ayers,  I.  F.  Dolid,  Ed  E 
chy,  Bernard  R.  Goodman,  Stan 
Hatch,  and  others. 

District  managers  at  the  meet 
will  be  Sam  Lefkowitz,  Easte 
Robert  Smeltzer,  Mid-Atlant 
Charles  Rich,  Central;  Harry 
Seed,  Midwest;  Hall  Walsh,  Praii 
John  F.  Kirby,  Southeastern;  D< 
Roberts,  Southwestern;  Henry  B' 
bel,  West  Coast,  and  Haskell  M 
ters,  Canadian. 


SICK  LIST 


FRED  SCHANBERGER,  JR.,  one   of 
owners  of  Keith's  Theater,  Baltimore,  h 
Bon   Secours    Hospital,   seriously  ill   witl 
stomach  ailment. 

MAX  DREIFUSS,  city  sales  chief.  Mo 
gram,  Chicago,  is  at  home  for  a  phys 
checkup. 
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"The  Farmer's 
Daughter" 

Leretta  Young,   Joseph   Cotten,    Ethel 
flfc.  Barrymore 

97  Mins. 

ME  uf  THE  SIT-UP-AND-TAKE  NO- 
:  SCREEN  EVENTS  OF  THE  YEAR; 
DED  FOR  ACCLAIM  AND  TOP  COIN, 
retta  Young  in  this  film  gives  one 
ie  best  performances  of  her  career, 
goes  places,  does  things.  She's  sur- 
ded  by  Charles  Bickford,  Ethel  Barry- 
-.-,  Joseph  Cotten.  In  the  fundamental 
i    there's    box    office    draw    in     these 

E<  alone.  But  this  one  will  catch  on 
own  and  along  the  line  to  pile  up  a 
f  deal  of  lettuce  from  a  well-satis- 
pufolic. 

taring  the    Dore  Schary    label,   and  di- 
ed by  the  very  able   H.  C.   Potter,  this  j 
has    a    good,    human,    down-to-earth  I 
i  that  backs  it  up  all  the  way  and  sup-  j 
;  plenty  of  sparkle,  wit,   neat  dialogue, 
nt   thought-provoking   significance. 
iiss  Young  has  a  gcod  meaty  role  and 
makes  the  most  of  it  to  come  off  with 
aim.  She   plays  a   farm   girl   of  Swedish 
-.ent.  It's  a  dialect  part.  She  maintains 
characterization    throughout    and    with 
conviction.  Cotten  is  very  good,  Bick- 
does  handsomely  and  there's  no  need 
repeat  here   again   what   a   fine   actress 
j  Ethel  Barrymore  is. 
olitical   overtones  shade   the   story    with 
es   cut    thick    to    show. up    some    dirty 
'iness  at  the  crossroads.  A   lot  of  plain, 
iooken  dialogue    comes   off   the    sound- 
tk  and  it  is  socked  over  the  amplifiers 
hoped  for  reaction  on   the  part  of  the 
jners   who   are    getting    something   else 
|  ides   entertainment    for    their    money. 
Hiss    Young's    first     mistake    after    she 
j»es  her  parents'  farm  is  to  acceot  a  lift 
»   Capital    City    frr-m    Rhvs    Williams     a 
ipy,  boozy  barn -painter.  He  gets  stewed, 
ishes  his  jeep.  She  pays  for  the  damages 
William's    promise    to    reDay    her    next 
when    thev    reach    the   city.   This   does 
happen.   She   had   saved   the   money    to 
e  a   nursing  course  and  return   home  to 
ist  the  local  country  drctor. 
n  Capital  City  she  need1;  a  job  and  takes 
Jomestic    oost   at   the    Barrymore-Cotten 
nicile  which   is   presided   over  by   Butler 
,'kford.  In  short  order,  bv  her  wit.  ?poli- 
ion.  enthusiasm,  personality,  and  industrv, 
■  ingratiates  herself  with   the  household. 
tten    is   a  Congressman.   Miss   Barrymore 
his  mother.  They   are  widow  and  son  of 
Famous    U.   S.   Senator   who   are   carrying 
!   family   name   to   new   political   renown, 
ev  also  run  the  state  party, 
"often   cottons   to   Miss   Youn?   immedi- 
Jflv.   Mis?    Barrymore   sees   intelligence    in 
i   eirl.    Bickford    admires   her   as    first    a 
rker.    then    a    human.    Cotten    and    Miss 
••n«  develop,   romantically. 
This  above   all  is  revealed  with    a   touch 
-  oleasant  lightness  and  the  plot  does  not 
w    se'ious    until    Cotten    returns    from    a 
ick   Eurooean   trip.   A   local   Congressman 
s  died.  A  new  candidate  has  to  be  nom- 
.ated  and   elected.   Miss  Young  does   not 
ree  with  the  selection  and  at  a  rally  she 
snds    uo    and    creates    a    f"ror   with    her 
Jths   about   the    selectee.    She    creates    a 
1  usation.   The   ODposition    prop"sitions   her 
d  she   takes    the    nomination   because    of 
1  indoles.    The    campaign    boils.    Cotten    is 
!  ound.  helping. 
Williams   has   a   smear    proposition.    It   is 


20%  U.  S.  Import  Cut 


Sydney  (Via  Air  Mail) — The  Aus- 
tralian film  industry  is  not  taking 
seriously  reports  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  order  a  20  per  cent  slash 
in  the  number  of  films  imported  from 
the  U.  S.  in  order  to  help  the  deter- 
iorating Empire  dollar  situation. 

It  is  pointed  out  by  film  sources 
here  that  the  reduction  of  output  by 
the  studios  in  Hollywood  will  auto- 
matically reduce  the  number  of  pix 
available  for  import,  and  that  ex- 
hibitors may  very  likely  face  a  pro- 
duct shortage  within  the  next  few 
months  that  will  dissipate  all  talk  of 
quota  restrictions. 


House  Com.  Hears  DeMille 
Blast  the  "Closed  Shop" 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Cecil  B.  De  Mille  on 
Friday  reiterated  his  strong  objec- 
tions to  the  closed  shop  principle. 
De  Mille  presented  his  views  to  the 
House  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor.  He  previously  had  testified 
before  the  Senate  Labor  Committee. 

"The  leader  of  the  current  Holly- 
wood strike,"  De  Mille  said,  "was  not 
exaggerating  when  he  said,  'we  con- 
template putting  out  a  bill  so  every- 
body in  the  country  has  to  join  a 
union,  and  you  will  be  in  a  bad  fix 
when  it  comes  to  that.' 


W.  Pa.  AMPTO  Opposed 
To  Competitive  Bidding 


Pittsburgh— The  AMPTO  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania  meeting  last  Fri- 
day opened  to  a  good-sized  attend- 
ance despite  a  heavy  snowfall 
throughout  the  entire   area. 

Morris  Finkel,  president  of  the 
local  organization,  and  M.  A.  Rosen- 
berg, National  Allied  president,  re- 
ported on  happenings  at  the  na- 
tional meeting  in  Washington. 

Other  local  problems  discussed 
were  taxation  legislative  matters  and 
competitive  bidding  to  which  mem- 
bership was  opposed.  A  united  effort 
to  combat  state  amusement  tax  was 
stressed. 


adopted.  But  there's  more  dirty  business  and 
Art  Baker,  the  Barrymore-Crtten  candi- 
date, with  one  too  many  under  his  belt 
spills  his  stunt;  he  has  an  organization, 
quite  the  native  fascist  setup.  The  table 
is  whirled,  not  turned.  Miss  Young  is 
elected.  Last  seen.  Cotten  is  carrying  her 
across  the  threshold  of  the  House. 

It's  one  of  the  good  bets  cf  the  year. 
Check  it  off  as  a  "must." 

CAST:  Loretta  Young,  Joseph  Cotten,  Ethel 
Barrymore,  Charles  Bickford,  Rhvs  Williams, 
Rose  Hobart,  Harry  Davenport,  Tom  Powers, 
William  Harrigan,  Lex  Barker,  Art  Baker,  Don 
Beddoe,  James  Aurness,  Anna  Q.  Nilsson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Dore  Schary;  Director, 
H.  C.  Potter;  Screenplay  by  Allen  Rivkin,  Laura 
Kerr;  From  a  play  by  Juhni  Tervataa;  Camera- 
man, Milton  Krasner;  Art  Decorators,  Albert 
S.  D'Agostino,  Feild  Grav,"  Set  Decorators,  Dar- 
rell  Silvera;  Music,  Leigh  Harline;  Musical  Di- 
rector, C.  Bakaleinikoff;  Orchestral  Arrange- 
ments, Gil  Grau;  Film  Editor,  Harry  Marker; 
Sound,   Francis   M.   Sarver. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  First 
Rate. 


•  •  Coming  Soon  *  * 
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CONTAINING 
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FREE. 
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CSALES  APPEAL) 


The  PRIZE  BABY'S  got  it... and  your  theatre  can  get 
it...  by  building  up  that  S.  A...  the  SALES  APPEAL 
that  brings  entertainment-seeking  patrons  to  your 
Box  Office! 

It's  just  a  matter  of  putting  on  a  big  "front"  with 
eye-socking  ACCESSORIES . . .  enticing  your  patrons 
with  the  irresistible  Jure  of  eye-and -ear-arresting 
TRAILERS... and  being  up-to-the-minute... with  the 
latest  news  about  your  coming  attractions! 

It's  S.  A.  that  wins  patrons . . .  and  if  you  put 
your  best  foot  forward . . .  with  that  unbeatable  com- 
bination ...  of  TRAILERS  and  ACCESSORIES... you 
can  count  on  getting  them  to  make  a  "date"... to 
meet  you  at  your  BOX  OFFICE! 
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iLvcRSTone  doubts  u.  h.  "mm"  move 

Propose     Writs    Settle    Jurisdictional    Strikes 


tjunction  Could  End 
ollywood  Dispute,  Says 
hnston  in  Plan  Comment 


ashington    Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

[Washington  —  Stating  that  juris- 
etional  strikes  have  "no  moral  jus- 
ication,"  a  special  group  of  the 
immittee  for  Economic  Develop- 
ant  yesterday  called  for  legislation 
■inted  towards  settlement  of  such 
sputes,  including  use  of  injunc- 
>ns.  The  announcement  was  made 
■  MPAA  President  Eric  A.  John- 
on,  chairman  of  a  special  commit- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


loyd  Lind  To  Head 
•RC  16mm.  Subsidiary 

Pathe  Industries  announced  its 
ian  to  enter  the  16  mm.  field  on  a 
orld-wide  basis  yesterday  with  the 
ppointment  of 
loyd  Lind,  PRC 
ice-president,   to 

e  a  d  Pictorial 
'  i  1  m  s,  Inc.,  a 
athe  subsidiary 
hat  has  been 
andling  the  nar- 
ow  gauge  pro- 
uct  on  a  limited 
lasis. 

Pictorial  Films, 
rhich  has  con- 
ned its  opera- 
ions  to  the  re- 
eases  of  PRC 
ind  a  few  inde- 
pendents, will  ex- 
and  its  catalogue 
f  films,  drawing  heavily  upon  pix 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


LLOYD  LIND 


Propose  Billboard, 
Ticket  Tax  in  Mo. 

Jefferson  City,  Mo. — A  five  per 
cent  tax  on  theater  admissions  and 
a  10  per  cent  levy  on  billboard  ad- 
vertising are  among  the  additional 
taxes  to  be  proposed  in  the  State 
Legislature  here  in  order  to  obtain 
revenue  for  a  soldier  bonus. 

Bill  will  be  introduced  by  Demo- 
crats at  the  current  session  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


PAGE  U.  S.  PRODUCERS  DOWN  UNDER 

Rank-Rydge  Studios  Will  Make  Facilities  Available 
for  Production  by  American  Companies 


Studio  facilities  for  American 
companies  which  may  desire  to  en- 
gage in  Australian  production  will 
be  made  available  by  the  J.  Arthur 
Rank-Norman  Bede  Rydge  partner- 
ship, it  was  said  here  yesterday  by 
Ken  Hall,  managing  director  of  Cine- 
sound  Studios  of  Sydney. 

Hall,  returning  to  Australia  from 
London  conferences  with  Rank  via 
New  York  and  Hollywood  stopovers, 


said  that  during  his  discussions  with 
the  British  film  tycoon,  provision  to 
accommodate  U.  S.  producers,  either 
at  Cinesound  or  Pagewood,  a  second 
Aussie  plant  now  controlled  by  Rank- 
Rydge,  was  made. 

Hall,  who  produced  "Smithy"  down 
under  for  Columbia,  said  that  he  had 
had  overtures  from  the   Cohn  com- 
pany to  do  another  feature,  and  that 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Personally  Still  for 
Divorcement— Arnold 


Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  ATA  appeal  to 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  from  the 
New  York  court's  denial  of  its  peti- 
tion to  intervene  in  the  equity  suit 
against  the  "Big  Five"  was  sent  to 
the  printer's  Friday,  and  will  be 
filed  today  or  tomorrow,  according 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Donaldson  Resigns  as 
Metro's  Hub  Manager 

Boston  —  Thomas  Donaldson, 
M-G-M  resident  manager,  has  re- 
signed, to  take  effect  March  8.  Don- 
aldson has  been  with  Metro  20  years 
and  Boston  manager  since  1941.  He 
has  made  no  plans  for  immediate 
future. 


Now  Expect  Appeal 
By  Four  of  "Big  5" 


The  likelihood  of  a  joint  appeal  of 
the  New  York  Statutory  Court's 
decree  by  four  of  the  "Big  Five"  was 
indicated  yesterday  by  informed 
sources  here.  The  joint  action  is  ex- 
pected by  Paramount,  RKO,  Warners 
and  Loew's.  Twentieth-Fox,  it  was 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Kolitz  Will  Succeed 
Gruenberg  in  Rocky  Mtn. 

Robert  Mochrie,  RKO  v.-p.  in 
charge  of  domestic  distribution,  an- 
nounced yesterday  the  promotion  of 
Albert  L.  Kolitz  to  the  post  of  Rocky 
Mountain  district  manager,  effective 
March  3. 

Kolitz,  who  joined  RKO  as  a  sales- 
continued  on  Page  9) 


Try  Memphis  Suit  as  a  Unit 

Court  Denies  Plea  for  7  Separate  Trials 


Para.  Promotions  Made  In 
Eastern,  Southern  Divisions 


Charles  M.  Reagan,  Paramount 
vice-president  in  charge  of  distribu- 
tion, announced  a  series  of  promo- 
tions yesterday  in  the  company's 
Eastern  and  Southern  division. 

The  new  posts:  Edward  Maloney, 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Memphis — Federal  Judge  Marion 
Boyd  has  decided  against  breaking 
down  into  separate  suits  the  neigh- 
borhood theaters'  claim  for  $2,910,- 
600  on  charges  of  monopoly  filed 
against  M.  A.  Lightman  and  his  as- 
sociates and  seven  majors. 

Judge  Boyde  overruled  the  motion 
for  seven  separate  trials  that  was 
argued  for  almost  seven  hours  Satur- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


20th-Fox  Int'l  President 
Also  Expects  No  British 
Curtailment  of  Imports 


Britain  will  not  attempt  to  solve 
her  problem  of  foreign  exchange 
either  through  the  curtailment  of 
imports  or  fur- 
ther freezing  of 
dollar  payments, 
predicted  Murray 
Silverstone,  prexy 
of  20th-Fox  Int'l 
at  yesterday's  in- 
dustry press  con- 
ference. 

Making  inci- 
dental    reference 
to    his    close    ac- 
quaintanceship 
with  British  Gov- 
ernment    officials 
and  his  own  long 
experience     in 
murrAy  silverstone   England,  as  well 
as  his  recent  visit 
there,  Silverstone  added,  "There  will 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


N.  Y.  Para/s  Price 
Cut  Closely  Watched 


Though  no  other  Broadway  houses 
have  indicated  a  slash  in  admish 
prices,  several  managers  left  the 
door  open  for  the  return  to  pre-war 
prices  which  Bob  Weitman,  manager 
of  the  Paramount  Theater,  an- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


McCarthy  To  Leave 
For  France  Tomorrow 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Frank  McCarthy, 
newly-named  MPAA  head  in  France, 
conferred  yesterday  with  top  State 
Department  officials,  including  Un- 
der-Secretary of  State  Will  Clayton. 
McCarthy,  former  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  State,  leaves  for  France  to- 
morrow on  the  America.  The  MPAA 
official  also  discussed  the  overseas 
film  situation  with  State  Depart- 
ment officials  John  Begg  and  George 
Canty.  He  had  previously  conferred 
with  Secretary  of  State  George  C. 
Marshall. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Tack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
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NEW    YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 

Am.    Seat 21%     21%     21%—     % 

Columbia    Picts 21  Vl     21  !/2     21  '/2  —     % 

East.    Kodak    230V4  229 1/2   230       —  1 

Loew's,    Inc 25%     25V2     25 '/2  —     % 

Paramount        28%     273/4     27%  —  1 1/4 

RKO      151/4     143/4      14%—     % 

Republic    Pict 8%       7%       8       —     '/4 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    15%      15%      15%—     % 
20th  Century-Fox      .37  36  36%  —     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  45  45  45       —  1  % 

Universal     Pict 263/4     26 '/s  26'/8  —  1 

Universal     Pict.    pfd.     91  90%     91        +      % 

Warner    Bros 17%      17%      17'/8  —     % 

NEW   YORK   CURB   MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.  5  5  5  

RKO      4%       4%       4%  —     y2 

Sonotone  Corp 3%        3%        3%    +      % 

Technicolor      17%      17  17       —     % 

Trans-Lux     43/8       4%       4%      

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor        4%       5 

Pathe      7%        8% 


MERVIN    ASH    6    CO. 

MEMftERS 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 
NEW   YORK    CURB    EXCHANGE 

(ASSOCIATE) 

CHICAGO    BOARD    OF    TRADE 

Telephone:   HAnover  2-1050 

61    IIOADWAY  NEW  YORK 
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GENE  ATKINSON,  Chicago  operators  union 
business  agent,  has  returned  there  from  Florida 
for  conferences,  covering  new  white  collar  the- 
ater union  and  adjustment  of  operators  status  in 
B   &   K    matinee   closings. 

ELMER  WILLOUGH6Y  has  returned  to  Chi- 
cago   from   Glendale,    Cal. 

ABE  MONTAGUE  was  in  Frisco  at  the  week- 
end for  a  Columbia  sales  huddle,  which  at- 
tracted BOB  HILL  from  Salt  Lake  City,  BILLY 
Siebe  from  Denver,  WAYNE  BALL  from  Los 
Angeles  and  "DEACON"  WALTON  from  Seattle. 

BOB  JOHNSTON,  exploiteer,  is  in  Detroit  ar- 
ranging for  special  preview  of  "My  Favorite 
Blonde." 

MAUREEN  O'HARA  arrived  in  Cleveland  Sun- 
day to  boost  the  Greek  Relief  Drive,  spear- 
headed locally  by  John  D.  Kalafat  of  Associ- 
ated circuit.  She  will  remain  through  tomor- 
row. 

I.  J.  SCHMERTZ,  20th-Fox,  Cleveland,  branch 
manager  and  MRS.  SCHMERTZ  have  returned 
from    a    Miami    vacation. 

BOB  REILLY,  Warner  studio  publicist,  left 
the  Coast  yesterday  for  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  under 
orders  to  pick  up  and  ferry  to  the  Coast  a 
Navy  Corsair  fighter  as  part  of  his  duties  with 
the   Naval   Reserve. 

MORTON  BRAMSON,  special  home  office 
rep.  of  Film  Classics,  Inc.,  is  en  route  from 
Seattle   and    Portland    to    Los   Angeles. 

TED  MORRIS,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity 
department,  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Chi- 
cago. 

WILLIAM  R.  FERGUSON,  M-G-M  exploitation 
director,  leaves  today  by  plane  for  Lincoln,  Neb., 
to  attend  the  world  premiere  of  "Sea  of  Grass" 
at  the  Stuart  Theater   in   that  city. 


Core  Appointed  Manager 
Of  MPEA-NEI  Operations 


Charles  H.  Core,  veteran  Far  East- 
ern film  distributor,  has  been  named 
manager  of  Motion  Picture  Export 
Association  activities  in  the  Nether- 
lands East  Indies.  At  present  Core 
is  in  Hong  Kong  and  will  go  to  Ba- 
tavia  soon  to  set  up  active  release 
operations.  Currently  distribution  is 
carried  out  via  an  interim  deal 
which  expires  May  1.  The  NEI  gov- 
ernment will  distribute  until  that 
date  after  which  prints  will  be  re- 
turned to  MPEA. 

Core  was  formerly  UA  manager 
in  the  Philippines.  He  was  a  prisoner 
of  the  Japanese  during  the  war. 


Explanatory  Footage  Gets 
"Grapes"  Banned  in  Oslo 


Oslo  (By  Cable)— Showing  of  "The 
Grapes  of  Wrath"  has  been  forbid- 
den in  Norway.  Move  by  local  author- 
ities stemmed  from  insistence  by  U. 
S.  distribs  that  audiences  be  in- 
formed conditions  depicted  in  the 
film  are  not  normal. 

Plans  called  for  insertion  of  ex- 
planatory footage  stating  social 
problems  treated  were  results  of  na- 
tural disasters  and  accidents  of  in- 
evitable economic  factors.  Distribs. 
also  insisted  that  spectators  be  told 
at  the  conclusion  that  the  unflatter- 
ing aspects  of  U.  S.  life  they  had  seen 
were  improved  by  authorities. 


Lee  Zahler  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  will 
be  held  today  for  Lee  Zahler,  53,  vet- 
eran studio  musical  director,  who 
died  following  a  long  illness. 


JERRY  GIESLER,  Los  Angeles  theater  attor- 
ney,   and    his   wife   are   Chicago    visitors. 

WILLIAM  C.  GEHRING,  Central  sales  mana- 
ger of  20th-Fox,  has  returned  to  New  York 
over  the  week-end  to  convalesce  at  home  fol- 
lowing a  recent  operation  at  the  Mayo  Clinic 
in     Rochester,    Minn. 

PERRY  COMO  left  New  York  on  vacation 
yesterday. 

H.  D.  (HANK)  HEARN,  owner  and  operator 
of    Exhibitor's    Service,    is   at   the    Astor. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  Eagle-Lion  field  exploita- 
tion manager,  arrives  in  Boston  today  to  set 
the  campaign  for  world  premiere  of  "The  Ad- 
venturess." 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  Universal-International 
southern  Canadian  sales  manager,  leaves  for 
Toronto  today. 

ROLAND  CULVER,  cancelling  plans  for  a 
visit  to  his  native  England,  returns  to  the 
Coast  today. 

EPIFANIO  ARAMAYO,  UA  publicity  director 
in  Argentina,  arrived  in  New  York  yesterday 
by  plane  from  Buenos  Aires  for  home  office 
conferences. 

HARRY  HANDEL,  Eagle-Lion  Chicago  sales 
supervisor,  has  arrived  in  New  York  for  sales 
confabs. 

LOU  SMITH,  Liberty  Film  publicity  direc- 
tor, planes  to  Dallas  tomorrow  for  a  week's 
stay. 

NAT  NATHANSON,  ERNIE  GIBSON,  ROY 
FEHNER  and  "BUCK"  SMITH  of  UA's  Frisco 
branch,  leave  there  today  for  an  El  Paso  sales 
meeting. 


Mexico  Indicates  It  Will 
Seize  WB  Locale  Footage 


Mexico  City  (By  Wire) — Footage 
filmed  by  a  Warner  troupe  in  Tam- 
pico  found  to  be  derogatory  to  Mex- 
ico will  be  seized,  it  was  announced 
by  the  Government  through  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior.  A  troupe 
headed  by  John  Huston,  director,  is 
filming  backgrounds  for  "The  Trea- 
sures of  the  Sierra  Madre."  Film 
exposed  to  date  will  be  processed  im- 
mediately and  reviewed. 

Production  ceased  when  Mayor 
Fernando  San  Pedro  of  Tampico 
voiced  objections  over  taking  scenes 
in  Liberty  Plaza,  run  down  section 
of  Tampico.  San  Pedro  contended 
portrayals  and  costumes  were  not 
authentic. 


Enterprise's  Account 
Going  to  Donohue  &  Coe 


Enterprise  Productions  has 
switched  its  advertising  account 
from  McCann-Erickson  to  Donohue  & 
Coe,  it  was  learned  here  yesterday. 
Edward  Churchill,  Donohue  &  Coe 
head,  arrives  from  the  Coast  today 
with  details  of  the  new  pact. 


Kulicks'  Mother  Dead 

Mrs.  Lena  Kulick,  mother  of  Sid- 
ney, Lawrence,  Frances  and  Beit 
Kulick,  died  suddently  last  Thursday. 


REEVES 

SOUND   STUDIOS,   INC. 

1600  BROADWAY    .    N.  Y.   19    •    Circle  6- 

Complete    Film   and 
Disc   Recording    Facilities 


No  More  UA  Partner: 
For  (haplin-Pickford 


With  so  much  litigation  diret 
against  the  industry,  there's  li 
likelihood  that  Pickford  or  Cha 
will  want  any  more  partners  in  1 
informed  sources  said  yesterday 
discussing  David  O.  Selznic^jj^i 
inent  with  Mary  Pick  r^j 
Charles  Chaplin. 

Surprise  settlement  was  finalis 
over  the  week-end  in  the  law  offi 
of  Chaplin's  attorneys,  Schwartz  a 
Frohlich.  UA  board  met  immediati 
to'  accept  resignation  of  Selznic 
reps.,  Milton  Kramer,  Phillip  S 
and  Henry  Marx. 

Replacing  them  were:  Char 
Schwartz  of  the  law  firm,  as  Chd 
lin's  rep.,  and  Arnold  Grant,  Pic 
ford's  counsel,  as  hers.  Remain 
seat  on  the  UA  board  will  rem 
vacant  to  maintain  even  represent 
tion  of  the  two  partners. 

Besides  Edward  C.  Raftery,  oth 
board  members  are:  Edwin  Clau 
Mills  and  Herbert  P.  Jacoby,  Chap] 
reps.;  and  Franklin  Cole  and  He 
bert  Weisman,  Pickford  reps. 


U  Reissues  Condensed  Ini 
Four  Dual  Bill  Programs 


Universal's  re-issue  plans  for  t  i 
coming  months  have  been  crystalliz 
into    four   double-feature    prograir ! 
William  A.  Scully,  vice-president  ai ' 
general    sales    manager,    announc' 
yesterday. 

The  quartet  are:  "Destry  Rid 
Again,"  "When  the  Daltons  Rode 
"Magnificent  Obsession,"  "100  Mi 
and  a  Girl,"  "You  Can't  Cheat  A 
Honest  Man,"  "I  Stole  a  Million 
"Frankenstein"  and  "Dracula." 


Mrs.  Fred  S.  Meyer  Services 

West  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAIL) 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  wei 
held  yesterday  for  Mrs.  Ida  Meye 
53,  wife  of  Fred  S.  Meyer,  20th-F; 
industrial  relations  director,  wr 
died  following  a  long  illness. 


Position  Wanted  As — 

HORSE  TRAINER 

Very  good  recommenda- 
tions. Racing  Forum  will 
show  I  am  in  good  Stand- 
ing with  all  racing  associa- 
tions. Have  my  own  tech- 
nique for  improving  on 
thoroughbred  horses. 
Age  34. 

Have  spent  my  entire  life 
and    business    training, 
breaking  and  educating 
thoroughbred   horses. 
Write 

WM.    HORNSTIEN 

Agent 

126    No    Fifth     St.,    Springfield,     III. 
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CO-STARRHie 


ROSEMARY   DECAMP  KE 


REEN     PLAY    BV    N.    RICHARD    NASH     •     FROM    A   STORY    BY 
WEBSTER  &  JACK  SOBELL  •    MUSIC   BY  FRANZ  WAXMAN 


DIRECTED    BY 


VINCENT  SHERMAN 


ED  by  WILLIAM  JACOBS 


Cm\  daily 


Tuesday,  February  25,  19, 


Gluckman  Elected 
Prexy  of  Nu-Screen 


Herman  Gluckman  has  been  named 
president  of  the   recently  organized 
Nu-Screen  Corp.  with  offices  in  the 
Paramount  Build- 
ing. 

The  appoint- 
ment marks 
Gluckman's  re- 
turn to  active 
work  in  the  in- 
dustry after  five 
years  association, 
by  invita  t  i  o  n, 
with  the  WAC, 
with  which  he 
first  served  as 
chief  of  distribu- 
tion, later  succed- 
ng  Arthur  Mayer, 
as  treasurer  in 
addition. 

In  association 
with  the  Sparks-Withington  Co.  of 
Jackson,  Mich.,  the  Nu-Screen  Corp. 
is  the  developer,  manufacturer,  and 
sole  distributor  of  a  new  type  of 
concave,  convex,  motion  picture 
screen  made  of  fibre  glass. 


HERMAN  GLUCKMAN 


Para.  Promotions  Made  In 
Eastern,  Southern  Divisions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sales  manager,  Boston;  Harold 
Wyckoff,  salesman,  New  Orleans; 
Joseph  Murphy,  booking  manager, 
New  Orleans;  Wendell  Clement, 
booker,  Boston;  Bert  L.  Turgeon, 
salesman,  Atlanta;  B.  W.  Smith,  Jr., 
salesman,  Atlanta;  Paul  Morgan, 
booker,  Atlanta;  Edgar  Fitter,  Jr., 
booker,  New  Orleans;  and  Adolph 
Trilling,  Gerald  Frankel  and  Phil 
Isaacs,  bookers,  New  York. 


SWG  Requests  Producers 
Open  Studio  Labor  Talks 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Requests  for  action  by 
the  Producers'  Committee  in  the  cur- 
rent studio  labor  dispute  has  been 
forwarded  by  Emmet  Lavery,  presi- 
dent of  the  Screen  Writers  Guild. 
The  SWG  membership  has  voted 
authorization  of  the  move. 

It  is  believed  by  the  SWG  that 
some  sort  of  settlement  should  be 
worked  out  if  full  conversations  were 
conducted  between  employer  and  em- 
ployes rather  than  leave  final  solu- 
tion to  the  conflicting  union  groups. 


SEDD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIDGS  TO: 


Feb.  25 
Frank  Marshall  Helen  Jerome  Eddy 

Warren  Hymer  Zeppo  Marx 

William    D.    Kelly 
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PHIL  M.  DALY 


Tuesday's  Telelines 

•  •  •  COMMENTARY:  Archibald  MacLeish,  erstwhile  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  and  presently  U.  S.  rep.  on  UNESCO,  in  an  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  speech,  reported  that  many  persons  throughout  the 
world  were  frightened  by  the  use  of  the  words  "freedom  of  information" 
by  Americans  because  this  country  possesses  the  most  efficient  media  of 
mass  communication  and  that  other  peoples  are  afraid  of  the  vulgariza- 
tion of  the  world  through  "the  great  mass  of  commercial  films — Hollywood 
day  dreams — and  radio  programs  of  life  as  seen  by  New  York  advertis- 
ing agencies." For  all  this,  MacLeish  has  a  remedy: "What 

we've  got  to  do  is  to  talk  about  freedom  of  information  in  the  old 
sense ....  We've  got  to  make  it  full,  deep,  complete  and  honorable  in- 
formation."   Like    the    Russians    for    instance?    .    .    .     •   Morris   L. 

Ernst,  also  addressing  the  ACLU,  charged  that  the  people  of  the  U.  S. 
were  being  kept  from  some  of  the  news  by  a  "political  iron  curtain" 
erected  by  the  "monopolistic  owners  of  the  pipe-lines  of  information,"  the 

film,  the  newspapers  and  the  radio Did  Ernst  inadvertently  omit 

S.  R.  after  the  U.  S.?  ...  •  With  the  newsprint  situation  causing  still 
more  American  newspapers  to  omit  advertising  at  intervals — the  Raleigh 
North  Carolina  News  and  Observer  carried  no  advertising  on  Sunday — 

it  is  heartening  to  find  that  Harold  L.  Ickes  has  found  the  solution 

The  former  Secretary  of  the  Interior  proposes  that  newspapers  double 
their  advertising  rates  for  display  copy,  which,  he  feels,  thus  will  force 

advertisers  to  proportionately  cut  their  space Did  you  ever  notice 

how  easy  it  is  to  spend  someone  else's  money  for  him?  ...  •  Prof. 
Zachariah  Chafee  of  Harvard,  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Press,  rises  to  remark  that  the  Government  cannot  legislate 

literature  and  enact  art Which  may  be  true,  but  by  statute  and  by 

decree,  it  sure  can  raise  hell  with  the  literature  and  art  of  the  screen 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  TN"  THAT:  Financial  goal  of  the  forthcoming  United 
Jewish  Appeal  drive  is  $170,000,000,  of  which  50  per  cent  will  be  sought 

in  the  Metropolitan  New  York  area National  chairmen  for  the  drive 

are    Dr.    Israel    Goldstein,    William    Rosenwald    and    Rabbi    Jonah    B. 

Wise Agency  requirements  are:  Joint  Distribution  Committee,  $122,- 

500,000;  United  Palestine  Appeal,  $85,252,000  and  United  Service  for 
New  Americans,  $8,060,000.  ...  •  Overseas  Press  Clubs  annual  dinner 
at  the  Waldorf  Astoria  March  4  will  have  Robert  R.  Young  as  a 
speaker.  ...  •  Jimmy  Powers,  New  York  Daily  News  sports  editor, 
came  up  with  what  well  may  be  the  suggestion  of  the  week  Sunday  when 
he  proposed  that  Bing  Crosby  and  Bob  Hope  co-star  as  rival  managers 
in  a  baseball  comedy Phil  M  heartily  seconds  the  motion.  .  .  . 

•  The  kick-off  for  the  Greater  New  York  Fund  campaign  will  be  a  Hotel 
Astor  dinner  on  April  29.  .  .  .  •  Capt.  Harold  Auten  of  the  J.  Arthur 
Rank  Organization  was  host  at  a  Lotus  Club  luncheon  yesterday  to  the 
Musketeers,  the  event  honoring  Ken  Hall,  managing  director  of  Aus- 
tralia's Cinesound  Studios 

T         ▼         T 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  The  Hub  is  still  chuckling  over  the  hap- 
penings at  the  Tub  Thumpers'  Annual  Citation  Dinner The  eminent 

Russian  scientist.  Dr.  Hugo  Eosloff,  it  seems,  was  none  other  than  Jeffrey 
Whelan,  father  of  Columbia's  Dave  Whelan.  ...  •  Harold  N.  Sloane, 
CLU,  well  known  to  the  New  York  industry,  has  just  been  made  vice- 
president  of  Charles  J.  Simons  Co.,  Inc.,  Newark,  agency  for  the  Conti- 
nental Assurance  Company.  ...  •  Metro  'will  open  "The  Beginning 
Or  The  End"  simultaneously  in  23  Southern  California  cities  on  March 
27.  .  .  .  •  While  it  did  not  sponsor  the  measure,  the  ATO  of  Indiana 
is  backing  the  anti-ASCAP  bill  now  before  the  Indiana  legislature.  .  .  . 


NFD  Deal  with  SRO 
Closed  by  Kusell 


Confirming  The  Film  Daily's 
elusive  Philadelphia  dispatch  of  p 
day,  Neil  Agnew,  SRO  president, 
nounced   yest 
day  that^iltor 

sales  raMag 
had  consumma 
a  deal  with  1 
tional  Film  Ei 
tributors,  Inc., 
handle  physi 
distribution  : 
forthcoming  SI 
pix. 

Under  t 
agreement,  t 
newly  form 
NFD  will  phys 
ally  handle  t 
Selznick  featui 
milton  s.  kusell  in  21  key  city  € 
changes.  The  film  depots  are 
the  following  cities:  Atlanta,  Dall; 
Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Kansas  Ci 
Des  Moines,  St.  Louis,  Clevelai 
Cincinnati,  Detroit,  Denver,  Los  A 
geles,  Salt  Lake  City,  San  Fve 
cisco,  Seattle,  New  York,  Philad 
phia,  Washington,  Pittsburgh,  B< 
ton  and  Buffalo. 

Other  branches  will  be  establish 
as  distribution  needs  demand. 

NFD  will  be  managed  by  Jam 
Clark,  of  Philadelphia  and  Washin 
ton,  president,  who  now  heads  t 
Clark  Film  Distributors,  Inc.,  a, 
Clint  Weyer,  secretary  of  the  coi 
pany. 


Astor  Acquires  Rights 
To  Two  from  Rieger 

Producer  Jack  Rieger  has  clos 
a  deal  with  R.  M.  Savini,  preside 
of  Astor  Pictures,  whereby  Ast 
acquire's'exclusive  distribution  righ 
to  Rieger's  "Stairway  for  a  Stai 
and  "Hollywood  Bound."  Both  filr.L 
will  be  released  simultaneously  i 
March  15. 


Selznick  Signs  Swedish  Star 

Copenhagen  (By  Air  Mail)— Sel 
nick  International  has  signed  A 
Kjellin,  Swedish  actor,  to  an 
months  contract.  Kjellin  was  pre^ 
ously  offered  a  contract  by  EagI 
Lion. 


SICK  LIST    ! 


L.  D.  (LARRY)  STRONG  is  recuperatii 
rapidly  at  Chicago's  Wesley  Memorial  Ho 
pital.  His  return  from  Florida  to  give  I 
personal  attention  to  some  unexpected  d 
velopments  in  connection  with  the  Stroi 
Zipper  Changeover  was  well-timed  so  f 
as  Florida  weather  is  concerned,  but  i 
timed  so  far  as  the  bad  weather  he  e 
countered  in  Chicago.   Hence  the  hospit. 

BARBARA  STANWYCK,  who   arrived 
Paris  last   week   with  her  husband,   Robe 
Taylor,  is  in  the   American   Hospital   the 
with  a  minor  ailment. 
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^■VojULY 


too  ITO  Asks  MPAA 
or  Action  on  "Duel" 


I  Columbus,  O.  —  "Drastic  policing 
'  production"  may  be  urged  by  ex- 
bitors  unless  the  MPAA  does  "take 
i'finite  and  vigorous  action"  about 
Duel  In  The  Sun,"  P.  J.  Wood,  sec- 
tar.--.nf  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  warned  in 
w-=-  Jfent  to  Eric  A.  Johnston,  pres- 
ent"'/MPAA.  Wood  declared  that 
ie  pic  has  stimulated  several  state 
gislatures  to  consider  adoption  of 
-ate  censorship. 

"With  but  a  few  showings  of  the 
.cture,  the  industry  is  condemned 
»  various  religious  groups  and  has 
imulated  several  state  legislatures 
i  consider  the  adoption  of  state 
1m  censorship,"  Wood's  wire  as- 
;rted. 

"Until  now  we  have  been  opposed 
>  all  forms  of  censorship  but  if 
our  organization  and  your  Produc- 
i.on  Code  committee  do  not  take 
)me  definite  and  vigorous  action  in 
Dnnection  with  'Duel  in  the  Sun,' 
len  for  the  ultimate  good  of  the 
lany  thousands  of  theaters  that  are 
[ways  targets  for  the  attacks  of 
eformers  and  legislators,  exhibitors 
»ay  be  compelled  to  urge  some  dras- 
ic  policing  of  production.  .  .  .  This 
I  are  is  being  sent  at  the  direction  of 
ur  board  of  directors." 


Little  Headlines: 


loyd  Lind  Will  Head 
>RC  16mm.  Subsidiary 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
,temming  from  the  Hollywood  pro- 

uction   of   Eagle-Lion.    It   is   indi- 
iated  that  the  company  will  concen- 
rate  its  endeavors  in  Latin  America 
i.nd  the  Far  East. 
Lind  is  expected  to  take  over  his 

uties  immediately.  His  successor 
Is  assistant  to  PRC  prexy  Harry 
Thomas  will  be  named  today. 

Or.  Kalmus  Assured  that 
J.  K.  Plant  Still  Working 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Dispelling  rumors 
hat  English  Technicolor  laboratory 
tas  been  shut  down  by  coal  crisis, 
vord  that  its  work  has  not  been 
iffected  was  received  from  the  Lon- 
!on  plant  yesterday,  by  Dr.  Herbert 
f.  Kalmus,  president  and  general 
manager  of  Technicolor. 


JUEDDinO  BELLS 


;Stroemer-FlahertY 
Chicago — Frank  Flaherty,  presi- 
lent  of  Reel  Fellows  Club  and  sales 
manager  of  Columbia  exchange,  was 
'married  to  Clara  Stroemer  of  Ber- 
wyn. 

Haerman-Friedman 
i  Cleveland,  O.  —  Harold  (Bud) 
Friedman,  Warner  relief  theater 
manager,  has  announced  his  engage- 
ment to  Elaine  Haerman  of  this  city. 
%t  will  be  a  May  wedding. 


PARAMOUNT  HAS  ACCEPTED  the  offer  of  the  N.  Y.  Department  of  Health  to 
have  its  employes  participate  in  a  mass  chest  x-ray  survey  in  order  to  combat  the 
scourge  of  tuberculosis.  The  service  will  be  free  to  all  Para,  employes. 

• 

"IT'S  AN  ILL  WIND,  ETC."  Witness  the  fact  that  closing  of  Buffalo  schools  yes- 
terday, with  2,200  teachers  out  in  a  pay  strike,  sent  theater  biz  zooming  as  kids  flocked 
to  matinees. 

• 

WITH  MORE  THAN  1,000  TELEVISION  receivers  now  in  use  in  Chicago,  WBKB, 
the  B  &  K  station,  is  upping  the  basic  cost  to  advertisers  to  $200  per  hour,  covering 
time,  transmission,  and  use  of  all  existing  studio  facilities.  For  the  present  $200  an 
hour,  the  advertiser  buys  an  audience  of  approximately  11,000  persons. 

• 

THE  NCCJ  AMUSEMENTS  DIVISION  COMMITTEE  will  report  on  the  results  of  the 
current  campaign  at  a  luncheon  tomorrow  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

• 

JACK  O.  LAMONT,  formerly  manager  of  Monogram  Pictures  de  Mexico,  S.  A., 
has  been  inked  to  a  five-year  contract  by  J.  S.  Jassey  of  Hygienic  Prods,  to  assume 
charge  of  South-American  distribution. 

• 

NEARLY  1,000  NEW  TELEVISION  and  standard  FM  radio  stations  throughout  the 
country  will  add  millions  of  dollars  to  the  market  for  air  conditioning  equipment,  it  is 
estimated  by  the  Refrigeration  Equipment  Manufacturers  Association  following  an  analy- 
sis of  the  1947  and  1948  construction  programs  of  radio  and  television  broadcasters 
and  review  of  the  air  conditioning  requirements  in  both  studios  and  audience  audi- 
toriums. 

• 

WILLIAM  CAGNEY  has  appointed  Irving  Kumin  as  executive  in  charge  of  talent  for 
Cagney  Prods,  in  order  to  accelerate  casting.  Kumin  resigned  Jan.  1  as  talent  executive 
for  Warners  after  a  15-year  association. 


N.  Y.  Para's  Price 
Cut  Closely  Watched 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
nounced  will  go  into  effect  tomor- 
row  morning   with  the   opening   of 
"Suddenly  It's  Spring." 

It-  was  evident  that  competing 
houses  in  the  Broadway  sector  in- 
tended to  watch  the  public  reaction 
to  the  new  Paramount  policy  and 
that  they  would  be  influenced  by  it. 

Paramount  let  go  with  a  fanfare 
of  large  display  ads  in  yesterday's 
p.m.  sheets  announcing  the  55-cent 
matinee  admission  price,  Monday 
through  Friday.  "Turns  back  the 
clock"  copy,  however,  did  not  include 
the  rest  of  the  new  scale:  90  cents 
from  one  to  six;  $1.20  from  six  on. 

Saturday  and  holiday  scale:  70 
cents  to  noon;  95  cents  from  noon  to 
one;  $1.25  from  one  to  five;  $1.50 
from  five  on.  Sunday's  scale:  $1.25 
from  noon  to  one;  $1.50  from  one  to 
close  of  last  show. 

Paramount's  common  stock  lost 
1%  points  in  yesterday's  trading  on 
the  Stock  Exchange.  Carlton  A. 
Shively,  financial  editor  of  the  New 
York  Sun,  attributed  the  drop  to  the 
company's  announcement  of  lowered 
prices  at  the  Paramount  Theater. 


Clarke  Wales  Named 
Aid  to  Byron  Price 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Clarke  (Duke)  Wales, 

assistant  to  Arch  Reeve,  secretary  of 
PIC  of  motion  picture  industry,  has 
succeeded  Frank  McCarthy  as  assist- 
ant to  Byron  Price,  board  chairman 
of  AMPP,  until  Price  leaves  here  for 
his  new  position  as  assistant  secre- 
tary general  of  U.  N. 


Drive 
Said  Most  Successful 


The  industry-wide  drive  in  behalf 
of  American  Brotherhood  Week,  con- 
cluded on  Sunday,  was  the  most 
successful  in  the  14-year  history  of 
the  event,  it  was  announced  yester- 
day by  the  motion  picture  campaign 
division,  headed  by  Spyros  P.  Skour- 
as,  chairman.  A  report  luncheon  to 
be  attended  by  key  figures  in  the 
drive's  organization  will  be  held  at 
the  Hotel  Astor  tomorrow  to  make 
a  final  check-up  on  the  pledges  and 
money  collected  by  the  industry. 

In  memberships  received  and  edu- 
cational benefits  accrued,  the  cam- 
paign surpassed  anything  ever  at- 
tempted by  the  industry  for  this 
cause,  according  to  Robert  W. 
Coyne,  co-director  of  the  campaign 
action  committee. 


U.  S.  Pix  Producers 
Paged  Down  Under 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
it  was  "logical"  to  assume  that  Uni- 
versal, in  which  Rank  is  interested, 
might   also  contemplate   Australian 
production. 

To  Rehabilitate  Studios 

Any  large-scale  Aussie  production 
program,  however,  is  at  least  a  year 
away,  Hall  said.  Rehabilitation  of 
both  studios  is  necessary,  and  Hall 
estimates  that  a  $400,000  investment 
in  British  and  U.  S.  equipment  is  in 
the  cards.  Amount  to  be  spent  here, 
however,  depends  upon  the  Aussie 
Government's  okay  because  of  the 
controls  on  dollar  exchange. 

Columbia,    which    invested    about 
$240,000  in  the  making  of  "Smithy," 
has  already  got  that  sum  back  from 
down  under  exhibition,  Hall  said. 
Foresees  Higher  Costs 

Production  costs  naturally  must 
go  higher  in  Australia,  Hall  de- 
clared, hazarding  the  opinion  that  in 
about  a  year,  a  feature  aimed  for  the 
world  market,  if  made  there  by  a 
U.  S.  company,  would  cost  $400,000. 
However,  it  was  pointed  out  that  this 
would  mean  the  U.  S.  company 
would  only  have  to  send  in  $300,000, 
there  being  a  25  per  cent  exchange 
benefit  in  favor  of  the  U.  S.  dollar. 
Aussie  pix  count  for  British  quota 
credits,  it  was  recalled. 

On  the  exhibition  side,  Hall  said 
the  day  of  the  extended  run  was 
fading  down  under  and  that  theater 
biz,  which  went  up  about  35  per  cent 
during  the  war  years,  is  reverting  to 
normal  level. 

Hall  departs  for  Hollywood  Sat- 
urday. 


Price  With  AMPP  Until 
March  15;  Lauds  Johnston 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Byron  Price,  board 
chairman  of  AMPP,  who  has  been 
made  assistant  secretary  general  of 
U.  N.,  will  remain  head  of  producer 
organization  until  about  March  15. 

He  paid  tribute  to  Eric  A.  John- 
ston, and  said,  "I  am  greatly  in- 
debted to  Eric  Johnston  not  only  for 
his  thorough  co-operation  since  I 
came  to  Hollywood  but  also  for  his 
completely  understanding  attitude  in 
terminating  my  contract  when  it  had 
two  years  to  run." 


Henry  Herbert  Dead 

Henry  Herbert,  Shakespearean  ac- 
tor and  stage  director,  died  last  week 
of  a  cerebral  hemorrhage.  Herbert, 
in  addition  to  his  many  leading  stage 
roles,  appeared  in  the  film,  "So  Big." 


File  Amended  Answer 
In  D'Arcy  Trust  Action 

St.  Louis— In  the  $600,000  anti- 
trust damage  suit  brought  by  Mar- 
tin W.  D'Arcy,  former  operator  of 
the  Shubert,  against  Fanchon  & 
Marco,  Inc.,  et  al,  the  amended  an- 
swer of  Fanchon  &  Marco  Service 
Corp.;  St.  Louis  Ambassador  The- 
ater, Inc.;  Eden  Theater,  Inc.;  St. 
Louis  Missouri  Theater,  Inc.;  James 
H.  Arthur,  Edward  B.  Arthur  and 
Fanchon  &  Marco  Enterprises,  Inc., 
has  been  filed. 


Benham-Nixon  Flack  Firm 

F.  Darius  Benham,  founder  of  Cir- 
cus Saints  and  Sinners,  and  Larry 
Nixon  have  formed  a  new  publicity 
firm,  address  292  Madison  Ave. 
Harry  Samonisky,  Delaware  news- 
paperman, will  be  associated  with 
the  concern. 


Hoyt's  lit  Milk  Biz 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)  —  Hoyfs 
Theaters  has  decided  to  handle  its 
own  Milk  Bar  business  in  the  cir- 
cuits' houses  in  the  future.  Present 
contracts  with  other  firms  will  not 
be  renewed. 


Ertu^Jr*  ':■ 


Harry  Arthur 


Samuel  Goldwyn- 


A  letter  from  Harry  Arthur,  of  Fanchon  and  Marco,  one  of 
the  leading  exhibitors  of  the  country, to  Samuel  Goldwyn: 

"Some  producers  have  told  me  that  I  am 
the  toughest  exhibitor  in  the  country  to  negoti- 
ate with.  I  have  never  had  a  reputation  for 
giving  a  producer  more  than  I  thought  he  was 
entitled  to.  But  after  seeing  'THE  BEST  YEARS 
OF  OUR  LIVES',  if  you  had  asked  for  80  or  90% 
you  could  have  had  it.  And  after  seeing  it  for 
the  second  time,  I  am  willing  to  pay  you  to  let 
us  play  it  in  our  theatres/1 


Released  thru 
RKO  Radio  Pictures 


M^MH 
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Silverslone  Doubts 
U.  K.  "Freeze"  Move 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
be  no  curtailment  of  American  films 
by  any  (Governmental)  act." 

Somewhat  in  the  manner  of  half- 
prediction  and  half-suggestion,  Sil- 

Murray  Silverstone,  prexy  of  20th- 
Fox  Int'l  told  the  press  boys  yester- 
day that  the  parent  company  might 
send  over  about  $1,000,000  worth  of 
equipment  to  its  Wembley  Studio  as 
a  gift,  since  the  Board  of  Trade 
would  not  permit  20th-Fox's  British 
subsidiary  to  use  dollars  urgently 
needed  for  food  and  machinery  im- 
ports. 

verstone  offered  the  opinion  that  one 
of  Britain's  greatest  economic  boot- 
straps, aside  from  her  renascent 
merchant  fleet,  will  be  the  export  of 
British  quality  pictures  slanted  for 
the  international  market. 

Silverstone's  Premise 

Indicating  an  enlightened  self-in- 
terest and  not  sympathy  was  the 
most  intelligent  approach  to  the 
problem,  Silverstone  explained,  "If 
American  industry  wants  to  protect 
(its)  market  in  Great  Britain,  Amer- 
ican industry  should  encourage  them 
(the  British  producers)  to  make 
great  international  pictures  so  that 
those  pictures  will  have  great  mar- 
kets in  America  and  elsewhere,  so 
that  Great  Britain  will  have  real 
foreign  currency." 

With  money  earned  in  the  interna- 
tional market,  Britain  could  then 
pay  for  her  own  imports,  he  said. 
However,  should  Britain  fail  to  get 
representation  in  the  international 
film  market,  then  America  would  in- 
evitably suffer,  he  added. 

"I'd  rather  see  an  industry  built 
on  great  pictures,"  Silverstone  said, 
citing  the  strides  20th-Fox  had  made 
since  the  company  changed  its  pro- 
duction policy  by  emphasizing  qual- 
ity rather  than  quantity  production. 

To  a  great  extent  the  economic  re- 
covery of  Britain— which  affects  the 
rest  of  the  world — depends  upon  the 
attitude  of  every  exhibitor  in  Amer- 
ica. "We  are  at  the  crossroads  of 
our  industry,"  Silverstone  said. 

Some  of  his  other  observations: 
U.  S.  and  U.  K.  industry  leaders 
should  work  out  a  workable  plan  for 
their  mutual  benefit.  .  .  .  There  must 
be  good  will  on  both  sides  or  "there 
will  be  a  quota  act  that  will  knock 
you  over."  .  .  .  "Too  many  miscon- 
strue urgency  of  increasing  foreign 
exchange  for  anti-American  senti- 
ment. .  .  .  British  Empire  is  75  per 
cent  of  America's  foreign  market.... 
Power  restrictions  "knocked  the  hell 
out  of  business,  but  you  hear  no 
grumbling."  .  .  .  "American  press 
has  treated  British  pictures  with 
very  fine  spirit." 

Time  and  again,  Silverstone  em- 
phasized the  urgency  of  helping  the 
distribution  of  British  films  in  Amer- 
ica, concluding  ^ith  the  remark, 
"It  would  be  a  mistake  to  treat  that 
lightly." 


reviews  of  new  nuns 


"The  Devil  Thumbs 
A  Ride" 

with   Lawrence  Tierney,  Ted   North 
RKO  62  Mins. 

COMPACT  UNDERWORLD  THRILLER 
PACKS  SUSPENSE,  ACTION  TO  GOOD  RE- 
SULTS. 

Felix  Feist  directed  his  own  screenplay 
to  good  advantage  all  around  in  "The  Devil 
Thumbs  A  Ride."  It  is  a  cleverly  con- 
structed thrill- underworld  job  that  comes 
off  with  plenty  of  excitement,  suspense  and 
action.  A  fair  degree  of  credence  is 
achieved.  The  scenario  is  rounded  off  with 
neat  bits  of  humor,  glib  dialog  and  is  paced 
snappily. 

Even  if  criminals  are  glib  of  tongue  and 
fairly  convincing  actors  when  cornered, 
they  still  are  caught.  That  sums  up  this 
film  basically.  It  is  no  thorough  clinical 
study  of  a  murderer  but  it  does  compile 
enough  material  on  the  breed  to  make  him 
interesting  albeit  hated. 

Murdering  an  exhibitor  in  San  Diego 
who  is  about  to  make  a  night  deposit 
at  a  bank,  Lawrence  Tierney  makes  off 
with  the  lettuce  via  hitch-hiking  a  ride 
with  Ted  North.  They  gas  up  en  route  to 
Los  Angeles  and  are  noted  by  the  station 
attendant.  Later  they  pick  up  two  girls. 
The  attendant  notifies  the  police.  Road 
blocks  are  set  up.  Tierney  alibis  a  de- 
tour. They  are  chased.  A  motorcycle  cop 
is  severely  injured  by  Tierney.  The  quar- 
tette repair  to  a  beach  house.  Tierney 
makes  a  play  for  Nan  Leslie.  Betty  Law- 
ford  sets  up  drinks  and  food.  North  tries 
to  get  transportation  after  Tierney  disables 
his  car.  A  watchman  shows   up. 

Meanwhile  the  cops  are  getting  bearings 
on  Tierney's  whereabouts.  He  murders  Miss 
Leslie  who  learned  he  is  wanted.  The  cops 
arrive.  Tierney  and  Miss  Lawford  make  a 
break.  The  cops  give  chase.  Their  car  is 
wrecked.  Tierney  is  killed. 

The  piece  is  a  compact  thriller  replete 
with  required  elements. 

CAST:  Lawrence  Tierney,  Ted  North,  Nan 
Leslie,  Betty  Lawford,  Andrew  Tombes,  Harry 
Shannon,  Glenn  Vernon,  Marian  Corr,  William 
Gould,  Josephine  Whittell. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Herman  Schlom;  Direc- 
tor, Felix  Feist;  Screenplay  by  Felix  Feist;  Based 
on  a  novel  by  Robert  C.  Dusoe;  Cameraman,  J. 
Roy  Hunt;  Music,  Paul  Sawtell;  Art  Directors, 
Albert  S.  D'Agostino;  Charles  F.  Pyke;  Set 
Decorations,  Darrell  Silvera,  William  Magginet- 
ti;  Film  Editor,  Robert  Swink:  Musical  Direction, 
C.  Bakaleinikoff;  Sound,  Robert  Guhl,  Terry 
Kellum. 

DIRECTION,   Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


"Dangerous  Venture" 

with  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Rand 
Brooks 
UA  59  Mins. 

EFFECTIVE  ADDITION  TO  THE  "HOP- 
ALONG"  SERIES:  HAS  VARIANCE  IN 
STORY. 

William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde  and  Rand 
Brooks  move  in  to  supply  assistance  and 
protection  to  an  archeological  expedition 
that  is  probing  among  the  Western  hills 
seeking  a  lost  Indian  civilization. 

They  happen  upon  the  scientific  group 
after  rescuing  a  youngster  from  a  gang  of 
irate  ranchers  who  have  been  up  to  some 
dirty  work  and  are  trying  to  lay  blame  for 
it  on  a  local  hill  tribe.  To  further  this 
angle  they  have  cowhands  dressed  in  In- 
dian costume. 

Betty  Alexander  and  Douglas  Evans  set 
up  camp  and  are  unearthing  various  arche- 
ological gimmicks  when  the  cattle  rustling 
"Indians"  raid  them.  Boyd  does  a  little 
scouting  and  meets  up  with  the  genuine 
Indians  who  are  his  old  friends.  From  them 
he  learns  of  the  depredations  of  the  white 
men.  Miss  Alexander  prepares  to  give  up 
the  show  and  strike  camp.  This  is  just  a 
ruse  to  bring  the  connivers  out  into  the 
open.  It  works.  But  Clyde  is  captured  by 
the  Indians  who  have  been  aroused  by  a 
hotheaded  member  of  the  clan  and  is  being 
prepared  for  sacrifice  to  the  fire  gods. 
Boyd  bursts  in  and  saves  him.  The  crooks 
come  along  and  they  are  taken.  Finale  has 
the  trio  again  riding  off  to  new  adven- 
tures. 

It  supplies  the  necessary  elements  to  sus- 
tain interest. 

CAST:  William  Boyd,  Andy  Clyde,  Rand 
Brooks,  Fritz  Leiber,  Douglas  Evans,  Harry 
Cording,  Betty  Alexander,  Francis  McDonald, 
Neyle  Morrow,  Patricia  Tate,  Bob  Faust. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Lewis  J.  Rachmil;  Di- 
rector, George  Archainbaud;  Screenplay  by 
Doris  Schroeder;  Cameraman,  Mack  Stengler; 
Music,  David  Chudnow;  Sound,  Frank  Hansen; 
Film  Editor,  Fred  W.  Berger;  Art  Director, 
Harvey  T.  Gillett. 

DIRECTION,    Okay.       PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Propose  Writs  Settle 
Jurisdictional  Strikes 


Buffalo  Rivoli  Sues 
Nine  Distribs.  for  $400,000 


Chicago  —  Attorney  Thomas  Mc- 
Connell,  representing  Rivoli  Oper- 
ating Co.,  Buffalo,  is  suing  for  $400,- 
000  damages  in  anti-trust  suit 
against  nine  film  distributors  and 
Buffalo  Theaters,  Inc.  Report  at- 
torneys for  defendants  have  secured 
a  30-day  extension  to  file  answer,  to 
be  heard  March  20  by  Judge  John 
Knight,  in  Buffalo. 


Sunday  Pix  Permitted 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C. — The  Board 
of  Aldermen,  acting  on  a  recent  fa- 
vorable straw  vote,  has  amended 
the  so-called  "blue  law"  to  permit 
movies  on  Sundays,  during  non- 
church  hours. 


Ask  Dewey  to  Kill  Bill 
For  Censorship  of  Adv. 

Albany — -Dangers  inherent  in  the 
Condon  -  Wilson  advertising  censor- 
ship bill,  introduced  in  the  State 
Legislature  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Board  of  Regents,  and  now  before 
Governor  Dewey  following  its  pas- 
sage by  both  houses,  were  stressed 
in  an  opposing  brief  filed  with 
Charles  Breitel,  the  Governor's 
counsel,  here  yesterday  afternoon  by 
the  MPAA. 

Here  to  represent  the  industry  for 
the  occasion  were  Howard  Deitz, 
Mort  Blumenstock,  Stanleigh  Fried- 
man, Sidney  Schreiber,  Gordon 
White  and  Glen  Allvine. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tee  which  drafted  a  report  on  colle 
tive  bargaining. 

Asked  specifically  about  the  Holl 
wood  strike,  Johnston  said  use  of  i 
junction  "could  settle"  the  Jgtt  di 
pute.  ^B 

Later,  Johnston  told  THE 
FILM  DAILY  that  there  was  no 
immediate  hope  of  settling  the 
Hollywood  strike  short  of  such  a 
plan  proposed  by  the  CED.  He 
said  the  recent  AFL  convention 
had  taken  no  steps  towards 
bringing  the  Hollywood  dispute 
to  an  end. 

Told  that  Department  of  Labi 
statistics  indicate  only  a  small  pe 
centage  of  time  lost  from  jurisdi 
tional  strikes,  Johnston  said  1 
doubted  the  accuracy  of  such  figure 
because  they  did  not  include  sue 
strikes  as  the  one  in  Hollywoo 
Johnston  pointed  out  that  althoug 
studios  were  still  operating,  tl 
strike  was  "very  costly"  as  far  j 
the  companies  were  concerned. 

Stressing  the  need  for  settling  tl 
issue  of  who  does  what  work  i 
jurisdictional  disputes,  CED  Researc 
and  Policy  committee  said  "if  o: 
ganized  labor  cannot  itself  devise 
means  of  resolving  such  conflic 
without  needless  and  costly  interruj 
tions  to  production,  then  Governmei 
must  take  on  the  duty  of  finding  sue 
a  method." 

Following  hearings,  the  findings  < 
a  referee  should  be  "final  and  ei 
forceable  by  the  injunctive  proces 
of  a  Federal  district  court,"  the  con 
mittee  said. 

The  committee  also  recommend* 
the  creation  by  law  of  a  permanei 
National  Management-Labor  Counc 
to_  make  continuing  studies  of  indu; 
trial  relations.  This  council,  whos 
members  would  be  appointed  by  tl 
President,  subject  to  confirmation  b 
the  Senate,  would  work  with 
"greatly  strengthened"  Federal  M. 
diation  Service,  which  the  CED  als 
recommended. 


The  New  York  Times  editorially 
yesterday  assailed  the  Ccndon-Wil- 
son  bill  as  an  attempt  to  introduce  an 
entirely  new  principle  in  state  regu- 
lation of  film  exhibition.  The  Times 
said  in  part: 

"Under  its  terms  the  most  inno- 
cent motion  picture  could  be  sup- 
pressed by  the  Regents,  or  their  rep- 
resentatives, if  it  were  advertised 
in  what  they  considered  too  spicy  a 
manner.    If  this  principle  is   sound 


for  motion  pictures  it  is  also  soun 
for  stage  plays  and  for  books.  Indee< 
if  it  is  sound  in  any  field  of  advei 
tising  it  is  sound  in  all  fields.  We  di 
not  suppose  Mr.  Wilson  intended  t 
introduce  a  general  censorship  of  ac 
vertising,  with  possibly  a  genen 
censorship  of  news  and  comment  t 
follow,  but  he  is  on  the  way." 


ACLU  Urges  Gov.  Dewey 
Veto  Ad  Censorship  Bill 

Prosecution  not  censorship  is  th 
solution  for  handling  objectionabl 
advertising,  wrote  Roger  BaldwL 
and  Morris  L.  Ernst  of  the  America 
Civil  Liberties  Union  in  their  lette 
to  Governor  Dewey  urging  him  t 
veto  the  Wilson-Condon  movie  cer 
sorship  bill  passed  last  Tuesday  b 
the  Legislature. 

Bill  would  deprive  exhibitor  of  hi 
license  on  the  basis  of  alleged  ol 
scenity  in  advertising. 
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Personally  Still  for 
livorcement — Arnold 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Judge  Thurman  Arnold,  ATA  at- 

rney.    Two    major   points    of    the 

>peal  will  be  the  request  for  the 

ght  ^  intervene  and  the  rejection 

^ -jfcetitive  bidding  provisions  in 

e  fuugment  of  the  New  York  court. 

Arnold    said    the    appeal    will    be 

mfined  to  these  issues,  and  will  not 

.ncern  itself  at  all  with  the  larger 

uestion  of  theater  divorcement. 

Arnold,  who  was  head  of  the  Anti- 

ust  Division  of  the  Department  of 

jstice  until  1943,  said  he  cannot  un- 

nstand  the  charge  by  Sen.  William 

.  anger   of   North    Dakota   that   the 

epartment    twice    called    upon   the 

snate  not  to  pass  bills  for  theater 

voreement. 

"Personally,    and    not    speak- 
ing    for     ATA,     I     believe     as 
strongly  in  divorcement  as  I  did 
when    the    case    was    first    pre- 
pared.  It  still  appears  to  be  the 
only  answer,"  Judge  Arnold  said. 
"Certainly,  the  Department  of 
Justice  never  blocked  the  Neely 
bill  nor  any  other  divorcement 
bill,   so   far   as   I   know — and   I 
think    I    would   have    known.    I 
can't  understand  where  Senator 
Langer  got  that  idea." 
When  Langer  made  his  charge  dur- 
ng    questioning    of    the    anti-trust 
ifead  Wendell  Berge  (see  The  Film 
*aily,  Feb.  21)  Berge  also  let  it  be 
nown  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
my  move  by  the  Department  of  Jus- 
ce  to  block  such  legislation. 


Colitz  Will  Succeed 
aruenberg  in  Rocky  Mtn. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lan  in  Cincinnati  in  1936, .was  pi- 
loted to  Denver  branch  manager-in 
942,  and  took  over  a  similar  post  in 
Cleveland  in  1944.  In  his  new  capa- 
city, he  succeeds  Len  S.  Gruenberg, 
/ho  was  recently  named  Metropol- 
tan  district  manager. 


-: 


cms  Eisler  Up  for  Questioning 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Hans  Eisler,  Holly- 
vood  music  composer,  soon  will  be 
[uestioned  by  the  House  Committee 
fin  Un-American  Activities,  commit- 
ee  members  announced  yesterday. 
!3isler  is  the  brother  of  Gerhard  Eis- 
er,  tagged  as  the  top  Communist  in 
his  country. 


CHARTERED 


AMEROPA  MOTION  PICTURE  TRADE  CORP., 
Hew  York  City,  with  capital  of  200  shares  no 
I  aar  value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to 
distribute  motion  pictures.  Incorporated  at  A1- 
'Ony  by  Tobia  Herman,  Adele  Bronson,  Mary 
^vidan. 

PICKWICK   THEATER   CORP.,    Frankfort,  with 
icapital  stock  of  1,000   shares  of  $1    par  value 
nock,    to  operate   motion   picture  theaters.    In- 
corporated at   Indianapolis  by  Lazarus  Krinsley, 
R.  B.  Moore. 


reviews  of  new  rums 


"Beat  the  Band" 

with  Frances  Langford,  Ralph   Edwards 
RKO  67  Mins. 

ENTERTAINING  OFFERING  PLAYED 
WITH  SKILL  HAS  GOOD  SELLING 
POINTS. 

This  has  good  selling  points  in  Frances 
Langford's  singing  and  some  orchestral  pyro- 
technics by  Gene  Krupa  and  his  band.  The 
usual  boy-girl  angles  are  worked,  also  hid- 
den identities  which  are  ironed  out  in 
good    time. 

It  is  played  with  skill.  The  scenario  is 
based  on  a  play  of  the  same  name  by 
George  Abbott.  John  Auer's  direction  main- 
tains the   light   romantic  touch. 

Discharged  from  the  Army,  Phillip  Terry 
wants  to  start  up  his  swing  band  again. 
Ralph  Edwards  is  his  agent.  Andrew  Tomes 
plays  the  contact  man.  The  two  have  been 
squandering  the  band's  money  on  horses 
which  never  paid  off.  There's  $3,000  left 
in  the  kitty.  It  is  to  pay  for  Miss  Lang- 
ford's  singing  tuition. 

Terry  meets  Miss  Langford  en  route  to 
New  York  from  Illinois  on  a  train.  Their 
meeting  is  not  quite  what  it  might  have 
been.  He  meets  her  again  in  New  York, 
having  flown  there  for  that  purpose  on  ad- 
vice from  Edwards. 

Passing  himself  off  as  a  "professor"  of 
music,  Terry  tells  her  June  Clayworth, 
actually  Edward's  wife,  is  his  spouse  and 
put  her  through  a  regime  of  calisthenics 
to  prepare  her  physically  for  vocal  train- 
ing. 

Quite  inadvertently  Miss  Langford  learns 
what  is  up  from  Mabel  Paige,  Terry  house- 
keeper. They  all  live  together,  it  seems. 
Miss  Langford  applies  for  an  audition  with 
Terry's  band.  She  is  signed.  Later  the  truth 
comes  out  and  assisted  by  Gene  Krupa's 
voluntary  contribution  of  his  band's  ser- 
vices at  the  hotel  opening,  which 
takes  place  in  the  boiler  room,  the  farcical 
piece  concludes  on  a  proper  successful,  ro- 
mantic note. 

CAST:  Frances  Langford,  Ralph  Edwards,  Phil- 
lip Terry,  June  Clayworth,  Mabel  Poige,  An- 
drew Tombes,  Donald  McBride,  Mira  McKinney, 
Harry  Harvey,  Grady  Sutton,  Gene  Krupa  and 
his   band. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Michel  Kraike;  Director, 
John  Auer;  Screenplay  by  Lawrence  Kimble,  from 
a  play  by  George  Abbott,  John  Green  and 
George  Marion,  Jr.;  Cameraman,  Frank  Red- 
man; Art  Directors,  Albert  S.  D'Agostino,  Lu- 
cius O.  Croxton;  Set  Decorations,  Darrell  Sil- 
vera,  Shelby  Willis;  Film  Editor,  Samuel  E. 
Beetley;  Sound,  Jean  L.  Speak,  Earl  B.  Mounce; 
Musical  Director,  C.  Bakaleinikoff;  Songs,  Leigh 
Harline,   Mort   Greene. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  Okay. 


Century  Starts  Visual  Ed. 
With  "Tom  Sawyer" 


Because  of  bad  weather,  Century's 
experiment  in  visual  education  in 
co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation was  postponed  from  Friday 
morning  to  yesterday. 

"Tom  Sawyer,"  first  of  four  show- 
ings, is  on  the  required  reading  list 
of  seventh  and  eighth  grade  school 
kids. 

Present  at  the  opening  were:  Fred 
J.  Schwartz,  Century's  veepee;  Max- 
milian  Moss,  member  of  Board  of 
Education;  Nathanial  Kaplan,  secre- 
tary of  the  Board;  J.  R.  Springer, 
Century's  general  theater  manager; 
Edward  Schreiber,  ad-pub  director 
of  the  theater  circuit. 


'Ramrod' 


with  Joel  McCrea,  Veronica  Lake 
Enterprise- U A  94  Mins. 

INITIAL  ENTERPRISE  PRODUCTION  IS 
A  TELLING,  IMPRESSIVE  WESTERN 
DRAMA. 

First  edition  with  the  Enterprise  Studio 
trademark,  "Ramrod"  is  substantial  west- 
ern drama,  realistically  played.  Harry  Sher- 
man's production  is  sound  in  every  respect. 
The  plot  material  is  an  intelligent  job  of 
scripting  and  the  indication  therefrom  is 
to  the  effect  that  the  effort  plays  up  to 
an  audience's  intelligence  rather  than  lay 
before  them  still  another  hackneyed  west- 
ern plot. 

In  "Ramrod"  the  western  scene  is  the 
stage  for  a  drama  of  violent  passions,  frus- 
tration boiling  to  violence,  inter-family 
strife,  bestiality,  brutality,  bloodshedding 
and  a  variety  of  love  that  is  unusual.  Here 
the  treatment  is  different.  Difference  has 
always  been  a  factor  in  luring  an  audience. 
"Ramrod"  should  do  that. 

"Ramrod"  in  western  parlance  is  a  fore- 
man, boss  man  of  the  range  works.  Upon 
him  is  dependent  the  successful  operation  of 
the  business  when  competitors  think  it  fit  to 
stir  up  a  little  hell.  The  hell  here  is  grass- 
lands and  who  has  grazing  rights.  The  minor 
hell  that  sets  Miss  Lake  off  is  created 
when  a  sheep  man  is  run  out  of  town  by 
cattlemen.  That  is  just  not  done — sheep 
raising — in  cattle  country,  lan  MacDonald 
hands  his  ranch  over  to  Miss  Lake  and 
takes  off.  She  plans  to  operate  it  with 
cattle.  They  were  affianced.  Miss  Lake 
decides  to  make  a  go  of  it  against  the  ex- 
pressed wishes  of  Preston  Foster  who  has 
been  long  in  love  with  her,  unrequitedly. 

Miss  Lake  hires  Joel  McCrea  to  run  her 
show.  He  has  a  reputation  as  a  boozer 
which  stems  from  the  death  of  his  wife  and 
son.  He  is  friendly  to  Arleen  Whelan,  a 
dressmaker.  It  becomes  a  contest  for  grass 
between  Miss  Lake  and  Foster.  McCrea 
angers  Foster  after  beating  up  one  of  his 
henchmen. 

A  Lake  hand  is  brutally,  fatally  beaten. 
Don  DeFore  kills  one  of  Foster's  men  in  a 
gun  fight.  Miss  Lake  induces  him  into 
faking  a  stampede  to  look  like  spite  work 
by  Foster.  This  brings  justice,  Donald  Crisp, 
to  the  scene.  Foster  slays  Crisp,  rather 
than  be  arrested.  McCrea  is  told  Wally 
Cassell  killed  Crisp.  He  takes  after  him, 
mortally  wounds  him  but  is  informed  Foster 
is  the  killer.  McCrea  is  wounded.  Now  he 
must  elude  foster.  Aided  by  DeFore  he 
hides  out  in  a  cave.  Miss  Lake  comes 
there.  Foster  soon  follows  and  the  trio 
ride  off  with  DeFore  making  a  sacrificial 
move  that  results  in  his  death  at  the  hands 
of  Foster. 

On  learning  of  DeFore's  demise,  McCrea 
returns  to  town  and  blasts  Foster  out  of 
the  picture.  He  learns  of  Miss  Lake's 
duplicity  and  he  returns  to  Miss  Whelan 
who  has  shown  constancy  and  sympathy 
throughout  the  unfoldment  of  the  violence. 

There  is  creditable  underplaying  of  their 
roles  by  the  chief  members  of  the  cast 
and  a  good  measure  of  name-selling  in  the 
production  in  that  respect.  Andre  De  Toth's 
direction   is  capable  and  skillful. 

CAST:  Veronica  Lake,  Joel  McCrea,  Arleen 
Whelan,  Don  DeFore,  Preston  Foster,  Charles 
Ruggles,  Donald  Crisp,  Lloyd  Bridges,  Rose  Hig- 
gins.  Chick  York,  Nestor  Paiva,  Cliff  Parkinson, 
Ward  Wood,  Trevor  Bardette,  Wally  Cassell, 
John  Powers,  Ray  Teal,  Hal  Taliaferro,  Jeff 
Corey. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Harry  Sherman;  Director, 


Memphis  Suit  To  Be 
Tried  As  One  Unit 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
day  by  four  lawyers  for  the  defend- 
ants. Answers  to  the  complaint 
now  must  be  filed  within  20  days. 

Lowell  Taylor,  attorney  for  Para- 
mount Pictures,  Inc.,  argued  that 
not  even  the  lawyers  in  the  case  will 
be  able  to  remember  what  happened 
regarding  the  first  plaintiff  in  the 
case  by  the  time  the  third  is  reached. 

Other  arguments  were  that  the 
part  of  the  case  involving  the 
Orpheum  Theater  should  be  carved 
out  of  the  suit  and  tried  separately 
to  prevent  prejudice  against  defend- 
ants involved  in  the  neighborhood 
show  phase. 

The  Orpheum,  built  at  a  cost  of 
$1,000,000,  was  acquired  by  iLight- 
man  for  $75,000  through  buying 
stock  for  eight  and  ten  cents  accord- 
ing to  one  paragraph  in  the  com- 
plaint. Counsel  said  this  fact  might 
prejudice  the  jury  to  the  injury  of 
the  defendants  that  he  contended 
were  not  connected  with  the  Or- 
pheum purchase. 

Walter  Armstrong,  chief  counsel 
for  the  neighborhoods,  argued  that 
details  of  the  Orpheum  deal  could  be 
brought  into  the  case  whether  there 
were  or  were  not  separate  trials, 
and  that  it  would  show  it  was  a  step 
in  the  conspiracy  that  allegedly 
made  Lightman  more  powerful  and 
more  effective. 


Now  Expecting  Appeal 
By  Four  of  "Big  Five" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

reliably     learned     yesterday,     has 
nixed  an  appeal. 

The  return  of  Paramount  execu- 
tives from  confabs  in  Florida  brought 
a  renewal  of  the  joint  discussions 
and  set  the  stage  for  the  appeal 
which  will  likely  be  filed  at  the  week- 
end. Deadline  for  the  action  is  Sat- 
urday, March  1. 


"Woman  Speaks"  on  Coast 

Chicago — H.  A.  Spanuth  reports 
that  Fox  West  Coast  and  United 
Artists  Circuit  have  signed  for 
"Woman  Speaks"  on  the  Coast. 


Andre  De  Torn;  Screenplay  by  Jack  Moffitt, 
Graham  Baker,  Cecile  Kramer,  from  a  story  by 
Luke  Short;  Cameraman,  Russell  Harlan;  Film 
Editor,  Sherman  A.  Rose;  Sound,  Ben  Winkler; 
Music,  Rudolph  Polk;  Set  Decorations,  Allan 
O'Dea;  Musical  composition,  Adolph  Deutsch. 
DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fine. 


KmfllE  TOUCH 


"PAT"  BROBST,  booker  stenographer  at  Uni- 
versal, Des  Moines. 

BARBARA  BUMGARNER,  contract  cltrk.  Uni- 
versal, Des  Moines. 

ELLOWENE  JENSEN  from  Columbia,  Des 
Moines,    la.,   to  King    Enterprises. 

MAIDA  ARNOLD,  booker-stenographer,  RKO, 
New  York  City. 

SOPHIE  ROTH,  general  clerk,  RKO,  New  York 
City. 


<iW<mW>i 


TRADE-I 
THESTI 


''Producer  Waher  Wanger 
presents  with  understanding,  intelligence 
and  without  preachment  or  other  undue  under- 
scoring a  narrative  portrait  of  an  alcoholic.  It  is  a 
fine  picture,  and  appears  guaranteed  to  do  tre- 
mendous business.  It  rates  top  time  in  all  situa- 
tions and  figures  to  set  records  both  as  to  grosses 
and  satisfied  customers. 

"There  is  far  reaching  power  in  the  theme  and 
impact  as  well  as  taste  and  discrimination  in  the 
handling  given  it." 

— WILLIAM  R.  WEAVER,  MOTION  PICTURE  HERALD 


SHOULD*? 


GOODji 


gipso. 


"...  a  highly  interest- 
ing and  capable  fob  that  should  do  good 
biz  in  all  situations  .  .  .  exhibs  will  capitalize  from 
good  word-of-mouthf  especially  from  the  distaffs." 

— VARIETY 


"...  a  strong  dose  of 
fascinating  drama  .  .  .  should  entertain  in 
all  types  of  audiences  .  .  .  good  marquee  names 
and  potent  exploitation  possibilities  should  bring 
better  than  average  business." 

—SHOWMEN'S  TRADE  REVIEW 


ONE  OF 


THE  BEST 


"Walter  Wanger  has  one 
of  the  best  pictures  he  has  made  in  recent  years 
with  a  subject  as  hot  as  'The  Lost  Weekend.'  This 
must  be  labeled,  unofficially,  as  a  'Female  Lost 
Weekend,'  and  the  comment  will  probably  be 
similar,  as  well  as  the  success  of  the  film." 

—THE  EXHIBITOR 

"Smash-Up  is  gripping  drama!" 

—HOLLYWOOD  REPORTER 


WA L  TER  WA  NGER  presents 

SUSAN  HAYWARD  •  LEE  BOWMAN 
MARSHA  HUNT  •  EDDIE  ALBERT 


I 
■s 


TICS  CALL  IT 
Y  OF  \§mH(T! 


"This  Wanger  production  stands  to  go 
places  all  along  the  line;  realistically  socks  its  message 
across  and  should  rake  in  big  'takes'."  — FILM  DAILY 


fiOOD  F0R 


SUBSTANTIA!. 


i 


...  a  strong,  dramatic  attraction  .  .  . 
known  in  the  trade  as  a  woman's  picture.  The  Type 
is  persistently  good  for  substantial  grosses,  and  so  is  this  one." 

—MOT/ON  PICTURE  DAILY 


"It  appears  inescapable  that  this  Walter  Wanger 
production  is  destined  for  top  grosses!"  — BOXOFFICE 


#. 


m  SMASH  B.X0FHCI 


"Smash-Up  is  gripping  drama- 
tization of  the  story  of  a  female  alcoholic. 
It  will  hold  an  audience,  especially  feminine  contingent — 
and  it  looks  like  a  certainty  for  smash  boxoffice."    — DAILY  VARIETY 


with 


CARL  ESMOND  •  CARLETON  YOUNG  •  CHARLES  D.  BROWN 


Screenplay  by  JOHN  HOWARD  LAWSON  •  Additional  Dialogue  by  Lionel  Wiggam  •  Original  Story  by  Dorothy  Parker  and 
Frank  Cavett- Directed  by  STUART  HEISLER  •  Associate  Producer  Martin  Gabel  •  Produced  by  WALTER  WANGER 
A  UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL  PICTURE 


OVER 


FACT 
FILLED 

PAGES 


in  the  COMING  — 

1947 
YEAR  BOOK 

of 

MOTION  PICTURES 


You  will  find  this  standard  book  of  reference  being  used  constantly  in  your  offii 
because  it  is  the  handiest  and  most  complete  reference  book  of  its  kind  ever  pul 
lished.     Contains  over  1000  pages.     Handsomely  bound  and  weighs  over  four  pound 


This  volume  of  over  1000  fact  filled  pages  compiled  and  published 
by  THE  FILM  DAILY  with  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  of 
every  branch  of  the  Motion  Picture  Industry  is  given  FREE  with 
a  year's  subscription  to  the  industry's  oldest  daily  trade  paper. 
For  the  past  28  years  this  book  has  been  a  part  of  Film  Daily 
service,  each  year  it  grows  in  size  and  importance  to  the  industry. 
It  contains  everything  anyone  might  wish  to  know  about  the 


motion  picture  industry.  More  than  1000  pages  beautifull  ] 
bound,  containing  a  wealth  of  valuable  information.  Personnq 
of  companies,  productions  of  the  year  with  full  credits,  a  complet 
list  of  theaters  and  circuits,  the  work  of  directors,  players,  earner? 
men,  authors,  dialoguers  and  scenario  writers,  16mm  sectior 
special  purpose  films,  financial  structure  of  companies,  equipmer 
section,  a  survey  of  the  foreign  field,  television  and  1,001  othe 
important  items  of  interest. 


Reserve   Your   Copy    NOW  —  Mail   This   Coupon   Today 


Film  Daily  Year  Book  covers — in  One  Volume — all  statistical 
and  informative  data  on  the  motion  picture  industry  and  places 
at  the  finger  tips  of  executives,  producers,  distributors,  exhibitors 
and  all  those  in  any  way  interested  in  the  film  industry  a  wealth 
of  valuable  information. 

A  subscription  to  THE  FILM  DAILY  will  not  only  keep  you 
informed  on  up-to-the-minute  news  but  will  answer  your 
every  question  on  motion  pictures  throughout  the  year  as 
well. 


THE  FILM   DAILY 
1501    Broadway 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  and  send  me  my  copy  of 
THE  FILM  DAILY  Year  Book  as  soon  as  it  is  off  the  press.  I  enclose 
$10.00  (Foreign  $15.00). 
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:  timate    In    Character 

ternational   in  Scope 

/dependent  in  Thought 
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BIG  fIVC"  P€CR€6  UPPCBL  S€T  FOR  TODflV 

Irgentina  Orders  Enforcement  oi  Screen  Quota 


ortage  of  Native  Films 
nimizes  Order;  Peron 
imposes  Cut  in  Pix  Imports 

ihington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Vashington  —  President  Juan  D. 
on  of  Argentina  has  ordered 
ct  enforcement  of  that  country's 
een  quota,  State  Dept.  advices 
icated  yesterday. 
it  the  same  time,  however,  diplo- 
tic  advices  from  Buenos  Aires 
te  that  Peron  is  opposed  to  a 
tion  picture  import  bill  which  has 
n  introduced  in  the  Argentine 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ark  Named  PRC 
sneral  Sales  Mgr, 


talph  H.  Clark,  veteran  theater 
t  rator  and  sales  executive,  was 
'  terday  named  general  sales  man- 
ager for  Pro- 
73  ducers  Releasing 
jjf  Corp.  by  Harry  H. 
jH  Thomas,  presi- 
II  dent  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Clark  entered 
the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  with 
the  Turner  & 
Dahnken  circuit 
in  California,  be- 
coming general 
manager  in  1917. 
From  1921  to  1927 
he  operated  his 
own    theaters    in 

1ALPH  H.CLARK         £6W  TY°rk    *nd 
New  Jersey,  then 

led  Warner  Brothers  as  general 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Morris  Agency  Signs 
Blanchard  and  Davis 

William  Morris  Agency  has  signed 
authorizations  with  "Doc"  Blanchard 
and  Glenn  Davis,  Army  football  stars, 
to  represent  them  for  motion  pic- 
ture work  during  their  Summer  leave. 
Blanchard  and  Davis  are  said  to  have 
War  Dept.  permission  to  appear  in 
films  during  their  regular  post-gradu- 
ation leaves. 


Myers  Holds  Allied  "Fully  Vindicated" 

In  Government  Appeal  front  N.  Y.  Decree 

Washington  Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Abram  F.  Myers,  Allied  States  general  counsel,  yesterday  said 
that  A  Hied 's  principles  were  "fully  vindicated"  by  the  Government's  appeal 
from  the  N.  Y.  Equity  decree.  Commenting  on  the  Department  of  Justice's  ap- 
peal, Myers  told  THE  FILM  DAILY: 

"My  immediate  reaction  is  the  hope  that  Allied's  principles  will  be  as  fully 
vindicated  in  the  final  outcome  as  they  are  in  the  Government's  appeal  papers." 

The  Allied  official,  however, -reserved  detailed  comment  on  the  Government's 
appeal  until  further  study  of  the  papers.  Myers  said  Allied  soon  would  file 
its  brief  as  amicus  curiae  with  the  Supreme  Court. 


Paramount  Contracts 
To  Dub  More  Films 


Paramount,  reversing  the  recently 
indicated  trend  in  the  handling  of 
U.  S.  films  in  Latin  America,  has 
signed  a  long  term  contract  with 
Eastern  Sound  Studios,  Inc.,  for  the 
dubbing  of  Para,  releases  in  Spanish. 

It  is  understood  that  this  move 
follows  an  intensive  survey  of  the 
South  American  market  by  Para- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 


MPEA  Negotiating  Deal 
With  Bulgar  Monopoly 

Preliminary  talks  on  a  distribu- 
tion deal  between  the  Motion  Pic- 
ture Export  Association  and  the 
Bulgarian  Film  Monopoly  are  under 
way  in  Sofia,  advices  reaching  here 
report.  Jean  Birkhahn  is  represent- 
ing MPEA,  and  he  will  shortly  be 
joined  by  Louis  Kanturek,  super- 
visor for  Eastern  Europe. 

Prints,  property  of  MPEA  mem- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Raftery  Details  Sales 
Policy  Under  Decree 


Buffalo  —  Future  sales  policy  of 
United  Artists  must  and  will  live  up 
to  the  letter  of  the  decree  handed 
down  in  the  N.  Y.  equity  case,  Ed- 
ward C.  Raftery,  president,  declared 
yesterday.  Raftery's  unconditional 
promise  of  obedience  to  the  decree 
highlighted  a  meeting  of  UA  sales 
representatives  convening  at  the 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


CSU  Requests  Truman  To 
Name  Strike  Conciliator 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Conference  of  Studio 
Unions  wired  President  Harry  Tru- 
man that  it  has  three  times  asked 
for  Federal  conciliation  of  Hollywood 
strike,  but  has  received  no  response, 
and  requested  the  President  to  ob- 
tain a  conciliator.  To  the  Senate 
Labor  Committee  CSU  telegraphed 
that  it  would  welcome  "an  investiga- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


15,000  Dates  for  Red  Cross 

Eight  Majors  to  Handle  Reel's  Distribution 


Budget  Cuts  for  Com.  Dept. 
Threatens  Pix  Services 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Terming   the   De- 
partment of  Commerce  a  "haven  for 
homeless  economists,"  Chairman  Ta- 
ber  of  the  House  Appropriation  Com- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


More  than  15,000  theaters  will  run 
the  American  Red  Cross  short,  "Call 
to  Action!"  during  Red  Cross  Month, 
March  1-31,  Tom  Connors,  chairman 
of  the  National  Distributors  Com- 
mittee, announced  yesterday. 

Peter  G.  Levathes,  Connors'  as- 
sistant, said  that  the  short  will  be 
pre-released  in  major  first-runs,  be- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


20th-Fox  Joins  Paramount, 
RKO,  Warners  and  Loew's 
In  Plea  to  Supreme  Court 


The  "Big  Five"— Paramount,  RKO, 
20th-Fox,  Warners  and  Loew's — will 
file  a  joint  petition  appealing  the 
New  York  Statutory  Court's  decree 
in  the  motion  picture  anti-trust  suit 
this  afternoon  in  the  Federal  Court. 
Reversing  the  stand  indicated  at  the 
company  sales  conferences  last  week, 
20th-Fox  is  joining  with  the  other 
major  defendants  in  the  attempt  to 
reverse  portions  of  the  edict  handed 
( Continued  on  Page  3 ) 


ATA  Filing  Today  On 
N.  Y.  Court's  Denial 


The  American  Theaters  Associa- 
tion will  today  file  its  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  from  the  New  York 
Court's  denial  of  its  petition  to  in- 
tervene in  the  equity  suit  against 
the  "Big  Five." 

George  B.  Brooks,  counsel  for  the 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Drafting  Censorship  Bill 
For  Iowa  Legislature 


Des  Moines — A   censorship  bill  is 

being  drafted  for  introduction  in  the 

house  of  the  Iowa  legislature,  it  was 

reported  yesterday.    The  bill  which 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


4  Warner  Executives 
Made  IV.  iff.  Colonels 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Harry  M.  Warner, 
president  of  Warner  Bros.;  Jack  L. 
Warner,  studio  production  chief; 
Milton  Sperling,  president  of  United 
States  Pictures,  and  Raoul  Walsh, 
director  of  "Pursued,"  were  ap- 
pointed colonels  on  the  staff  of  Gov. 
Frank  J.  Mabry  of  New  Mexico  in 
ceremonies  held  at  the  studio  yes- 
terday. Commissions  were  presented 
by  the  Governor  at  a  studio  visit, 
in  recognition  of  services  to  New 
Mexico  through  the  filming  of  lo- 
cation sequences  in  that  state  for 
U.   S.'s  "Pursued." 
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Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY — 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM — Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME — 
John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Bell    &    Howell 20%     20%     20% 

Columbia   Picts 20%     20V2     20V2 

East.    Kodak    229       229       229 

do    pfd 195V2   195V2  195% 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 24%     23%     23% 

Loew's,    Inc 25%     25  25 

Paramount       277/g     27         27% 

RKO      14%      14%      141/2 

Republic  Pict 8  7%       7% 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    15%      14%      15 
20th  Century-Fox   .  .  .    36%     353/8     35% 

Universal    Pict 26%     26l/4     26% 

Universal    Pict.    pfd..    90         90  90 

Warner    Bros 17%     16%     16% 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 5  5  5 

RKO      4%       4%       4%  • 

Sonotone    Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      17  16%      16% 

Trans-Lux       4'/s       4%       4%  ■ 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor      4% 

Pathe      7Vi 


Net 
Chg. 

—  1% 

—  1 

—  1 
+     % 

—  1 

—  % 

—  % 

—  1% 

—  % 

—  % 

—  % 
+     Vs 

—  1 


-  % 

-  % 

-  Vi 

-  % 

Asked 

4% 
8% 


Des  Moines  Houses  Collect  $6,567 
Des  Moines  —  A  group  of  Des 
Moines  theaters  aided  the  infantile 
paralysis  drive  which  had  been  lag- 
ging here  by  contributing  $6,567.44 
turned  in  from  collections.  All  ex- 
cept five  Des  Moines  theaters  co- 
operated in  the  collection. 


commG  add  Gome 


May  Lift  "Grapes"  Ban 
As  20th-Fox  Pulls  Trailer 


ED  ALPERSON,  indie  producer,  is  in  New 
York. 

GRETA   GARBO    is   en   route   to    New    York. 

RICHARD  NEY  arrived  here  last  night  from 
the    West    Coast. 

PHIL  REAGAN   is   in    New  York. 

ANNABELLA  will  arrive  in  New  York,  Mar. 
16,   on   her   way  to   England. 

ELIA  KAZAN  returned  to  New  York  from  the 
West   Coast. 

DAVID  LOEW  arrives  in  New  York  from 
L.    A.,    Mar.    5. 

GEORGE  WELTNER,  Para..  Int'l  prexy,  leaves 
for  the  West  Coast  on  Sunday.  From  there  he 
leaves  for  Australia,  the  Orient  and  Europe. 
Accompanying  him  on  the  globe-trotting  tour 
is  CLEMENT  S.  CRYSTAL,  head  of  Para.'s  Int'l 
theater  department. 

ALBERT  DEANE,  manager  of  Paramount's 
censorship  and  editing  department,  leaves  for 
Australia   via   L.   A.   next   Sunday. 

MAX  FELLERMAN,  Para,  theater  exec,  left 
for  Cincy  yesterday  to  confab  with  Jack 
Keegan,  general  manager  of  Northio  Theaters, 
company    affiliate. 

BARNEY  BALABAN,  Para,  prexy,  has  re- 
turned here  from  Florida,  accompanied  by 
LEONARD  GOLDENSON,  head  of  Paramount 
Theaters  Service  Corps.,  Edward  L.  Hyman  and 
Leon  Netter,  vee-pees  of  the  company,  LOUIS 
PHILLIPS,  Para,  attorney,  and  WALTER  GROSS, 
a  member  of  the  company's  theater  depart- 
ment's  legal   staff. 

FREDERIC  ULLMAN,  JR.,  prexy  of  Pathe 
News,  leaves  tonight  for  L.  A.  to  confab  with 
N.  Peter  Rathvon  and  Dore  Schary  and  other 
RKO   biggies. 

CHARLES  ROSS,  president  of  Charles  Ross, 
Inc.,  has  returned  from  Hollywood  where  he 
participated  in  tests  of  Mole-Richardson's  new 
high  arc  "Brute"  lamp. 

H.  M.  BESSEY,  Altec  vice-president,  has  re- 
turned from  a  five-week  trip  to  Detroit,  San 
Francisco,  Salt  Lake  City,  Portland  and  Se- 
attle. 

MAURICE  CHEVALIER  leaves  Southampton 
Friday  aboard  the  Queen  Elizabeth,  bound  for 
New    York. 

JACK  CUTTING,  in  charge  of  Welt  Disney 
foreign  versions,  is  en  route  to  Rio  de  Janeiro 
to  supervise  dubbing  of  Portuguese  versions  of 
"Song  of  the- South,"  "Make  Mine  Music"  and 
"Fun   and    Fancy   Free." 

Dorothy  Kilgallen  Honored 
By  Cinema  Lodge,  Notables 


Latecomers  were  turned  away  as 
more  than  600  members  and  guests 
of  B'nai  Brith's  Cinema  Lodge 
jammed  into  the  Hotel  Astor's  North 
ballroom  to  pay  tribute  to  Dorothy 
Kilgallen,  noted  newspaper  woman 
and  radio  personality. 

James  Farley,  celebrated  politico, 
presented  Miss  Kilgallen  Cinema 
Lodge's  honor  scroll  for  her  achieve- 
ments in  promoting  amity  among 
races  and  creeds.  Joining  in  tribute 
to  Miss  Kilgallen  were  entertain- 
ment notables,  Milton  Berle  and  Rob- 
ert Mitchum. 


JOSEPH  J.  LEE,  Paramount  branch  manager, 
Detroit,  is  vacationing  in   Florida  for  two  weeks. 

ANGELA  LANSBURY  goes  to  Cleveland  for 
the  world  premiere  of  "The  Private  Affairs  of 
Bel  Ami"  at  Loew's  State  tomorrow. 

JOHN  J.  MALONEY,  M-G-M  Central  division 
sales  manager;  CHARLES  DESSIN,  his  assistant, 
and  JOHN  ALLEN,  district  manager,  are  due  in 
Cleveland  for  a  conference  with  local  branch 
manager  Jack   Sogg   this  week. 

RUDY  BERGER,  Southern  M-G-M  sales  mana- 
ger, is  in  Dallas  from  New  Orleans  and  will 
remain  in  the  Texas  city  until  tomorrow.  Ac- 
companying him  is  LEONARD  HIRSCH,  home 
office   assistant. 

BEN  JUDELL,  indie  film  exchange  operator, 
is  D  Chicago  visitor   this   week. 

KEYE  LUKE  is  in  town  again  after  a  series 
of   key   city   personal   appearances. 

IKE  and  HARRY  KATZ,  executives  of  Kay 
Film  Exchanges,  are  registered  at  the  Hotel 
Astor. 

JANE  RUSSELL  begins  an  engagement  at  the 
Latin  Quarter,   Miami   Beach,  on   March  2. 

LEN    S.    GRUENBERG,    captain    of    the    1947 

Ned  Depinet  drive,  is  expected  in  Frisco  for 
a  sales  rally  tomorrow.  He  then  proceeds 
to    Portland   and   Seattle. 

GARSON  KANIN  and  wife,  and  MAX  GOR- 
DON in  Chicago  for  premiere  of  "Born  Yes- 
terday" at  Erlanger  Theater.  Kanin  left  for 
the    Coast   yesterday. 

JACK  KARR,  motion  picture  editor  of  Toronto 
Daily  Star,  is  visiting  N.  Y. 


Boasberg  to  be  Honored 
At  Testimonial  Luncheon 


Area  theater  men  will  tender  a 
testimonial  luncheon  for  Charles 
Boasberg,  recently  elevated  to  head 
a  new  RKO  sales  division,  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  on  March  27.  David 
Weinstock  is  chairman  of  the  ar- 
rangement committee,  with  Ray 
Moon  acting  for  the  distributors' 
committee. 

Exhibitors'  committee  includes 
Harry  Brandt,  chairman;  Leo  Bre- 
cher,  Max  A.  Cohen,  Oscar  Doob, 
Julius  Jolson,  Malcolm  Kingsberg, 
Walter  Reed,  Jr.,  Sam  Rinzler,  Sam 
Rosen,  Edward  Rugoff,  Joseph  Seid- 
er,  Sol  Strasberg,  Fred  Schwartz, 
Bob  Weitman  and  William  White. 


If  "S  ■■  S4  *  if 


READY  NOW! 

We've  been  promising  it  —  now  IT'S  READY!  Write, 
wire  or  phone  for  details  about  Filmack's  NEW  Pre- 
vue  Trailer  Service.— 1322  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5. 


Fl LU ACK  gives  QUICKEST  SERVICE  on  SPECIAL  TRAILERS 


Washington  —  Norwegian  ban  ■ 
I  exhibition  in  Oslo  of  "The  Grapes 
!  Wrath"  may  be  lifted  following  a 
tion  by  20th-Fox,  it  was  learn 
yesterday.  Municipal  authorities 
Oslo  had  banned  the  showing  of  t 
picture  because  of  the  insisted  i 
American  distributors  thatQWnl 
tion  of  the  film  be  accompanieaby 
trailer  indicating  that  the  pictu 
did  not  represent  present  conditio 
in  the  United  States.  Twentieth-F. 
has  withdrawn  this  demand,  it  w 
stated  here. 

MPAA  spokesmen  indicated  th 
the  unusual  demand  by  20th-F' 
was  confined  to  Norway.  There  w 
general  praise  in  other  quartei 
however,  for  the  company's  attemi 
to  give  foreign  countries  a  bett 
understanding  of  the  American  yn 
of  life.  "Grapes"  is  one  of  numero 
films  which  are  not  allowed  in  f o 
eign  countries  serviced  by  the  M 
tion  Picture  Export  Association. 


ATO  of  111.  Re-elect 
Kitsch  and  Other  Officers 


Chicago  —  Jack  Kirsch  and  ; 
other  officers  of  Allied  Theater  Ow 
ers  of  Illinois  were  re-elected  f 
another  term  at  the  annual  luncheo 
meeting  held  yesterday  at  the  Co 
tinental  Hotel.  The  members  ga 
Kirsch  assurance  of  full  support 
his  management. 


16MM    SHORTS 
WA NTE  D 

One  of  Hie  World's  largest  16MM 
Distributors  wants  Musicals,  Musical 
Sequences,  Comedies  and  Unusual 
Sound   Shorts  —    100  Ft.   to   400   Ft. 

—  Outright  Sale  or  Royalty  — 

MOVIE  NEWSREELS 

1426     N.    Wilcox     Ave.    —    Hollywood 


mvt 

IF  YOU   BUY 

STADIUM.   AMUSEMENT   PARK   OR 


CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET! 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices   on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 
Principal  Cities 


= 
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affery  Details  Sales 
olicy  Under  Decree 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tel   Statler   in   the   first   of  four 
xional  sales  conferences. 
The  local  convention  was  presided 
y=^JJEdward  M.  Schnitzer,  East- 
!  ^  JTCanadian  division  sales  man- 

51'. 

in  discussing  the  decree  with  rep- 
;entatives,  Raftery  also  detailed 
•  those  present  how  it  would  affect 
es  and  what  UA's  policy  would 
>?e  to  be  in  regard  to  clearances, 

tipetitive  bidding  and  other  points 
ched  on  by  the  decree. 
:  Sales  policy  also  was  outlined  by 
J.  Unger,  general  sales  manager, 
d   Paul  N.   Lazarus,   Jr.,   director 
advertising    and    publicity,    dis- 
used this  phase  of  UA  policy. 
jA.  banquet  last  night  closed   the 
u-day  convention.   Forty-five  rep- 
:  :entatives  from  New  York,  Boston; 
iffalo   and   major   Canadian   cities 
ended. 

A  Meets  Continue  in 
rttsburgh  and  El  Paso 

Following  the  first  of  a  series  of 
jional  sales  meetings  which  con- 
ided  in  Boston  yesterday,  United 
tists  will  hold  similar  confabs  in 
ttsburgh  and  El   Paso   beginning 
norrow  and  lasting  four  days. 
'Both   the   Pennsylvania-Washing- 
i    and    Central    districts    will    be 
presented  at  the  Pittsburgh  ses- 
>ns.    Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  East- 
i   and    Canadian   sales    manager, 
jU  preside,  and  the  meetings  will 
"    attended    by    district   managers 
irk  N.  Silver  and  Moe  Dudelson, 
d  all  branch  managers,  office  man- 
ers  and  salesmen  in  those  areas. 
I*.J.  Unger,  UA  general  sales  man- 
ner, and  Paul  N.  Lazarus,  Jr.,  ad- 
blicity  head,  will  also  be  present. 
:  Maury   Orr,   Western   sales   man- 
er,  will  preside  over  the  El  Paso 
;etings  which  cover  the  Southern 
,  d  Western  districts.    District  man- 
ors Fred  M.  Jack  and  W.  E.  Calla- 
;,.y  and  subordinate  personnel  will 
end. 


irry  Albright  Dead 

Toledo  —  Harry  B.  Albright,  66, 
•mer  manager  of  the  Shoreway  and 
lm  Theaters,  is  dead.  Two  daugh- 
s  and  a  son  survive. 


' 


SICK  LIST 


TONY  STERN,  Warner  Theater  Cleve- 
d  film  buyer,  who  has  received  his  hos- 
il  discharge  is  scheduled  for  several 
eks'  rest  at  home  before  taking  up  his 
jfies. 

I'UANITA  FLYNN,  secretary  to  Mel 
1  in,  assistant  manager,  Columbia,  Frisco 
III. 

LORENCE  VI DOR,  silent  screen  star,  was 
nitted  to  the  Cedars  Lebanon  Hospital 
Hollywood  for  a  major  operation. 


British  Labs,  Have  Stoch  for  Three  Weehs 

But  Kodak  Shutdown  Will  Be  Felt  Later  On 

London  (By  Cable) — Raw  film  stocks  are  sufficient  for  three  weeks,  it  was 
pointed  out  yesterday  at  a  meeting  of  the  Industry  Emergency  Committee  but 
the  shutdown  of  the  Kodak  works  means  a  heavy  deficiency  in  raw  stock  will 
be  felt  later.  Retrenchment  in  positive  prints  is  held  inevitable.  The  I  EC  is 
scheduled  to  see  Board  of  Trade  representatives  today  for  further  information 
on  the  emergency. 


'Big  Five'  Appeals  Decree 

Para.  Will  File  Broadest  Reversal  Plea 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


down  on  Dec.  31  by  Justices  Augus- 
tus N.  Hand,  Henry  W.  Goddard  and 
John  Bright. 

The  appeals  of  Loew's,  Warners, 
20th-Fox  and  RKO  are  identical, 
while  Paramount  will  file  a  separate 
Assignment  of  Errors  which  broad- 
ens its  motion  for  reversal. 

On  the  basis  of  the  motions  made 
by  the  defendants  for  amendments 
and  clarifications  to  the  decree, 
which  were  heard  by  the  N.  Y.  Court 
in  January,  basic  points  of  today's 
appeals  are  likely  to  be  these: 

1.  Reversal  of  the  Court's  de- 
nial of  permission  to  acquire 
additional  theaters  in  order  to 
protect  existing  investments  or 
enter  into  competition. 

ICC  Investigating  C  &  O 
Use  of  Films  on  Trains 


Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washingtor — Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  is  investigating  possible 
violation  of  the  anti-rebate  laws  by 
the  C  &  0  Railroad  in  the  free  show- 
ing of  movies  on  trains,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  The  probe  is 
based  on  a  protest  filed  with  the 
Commission  by  Abram  F.  Myers,  Al- 
lied States  general  counsel. 

In  a  bulletin  to  Allied  members, 
Myers  has  charged  that  free  show- 
ings of  pix  on  trains  were  a  form  of 
"give-aways"  and  a  violation  of 
ICC's  anti-rebate  laws. 

It  is  not  expected  that  the  ICC 
will  hold  hearings  on  the  subject 
but  will  announce  a  decision  follow- 
ing an  investigation  by  its  staff.  The 
Commission  may  decide  in  one  of 
two  ways:  either  order  the  C  &  0  to 
charge  admissions  for  the  showings 
or  state  that  the  move  only  repre- 
sents "healthy  competition"  between 
railroads. 


New  "Who's  Who"  This  Year 

Full  attention  to  the  film  work  of 
stage  personalities  will  be  given  in 
the  new  edition  of  "Who's  Who  in 
the  Theater,"  to  be  published  this 
Summer  by  Pitman  Publishing  Corp. 
Edition  will  be  the  first  since  1939. 


Four  Houses  in  Gilbert  Franchise 

Marc  Gilbert  Film  Co.  has  acquired 
booking  franchise  to  play  foreign  pix 
in  the  Mayan  and  Las  Palmas  The- 
aters, Los  Angeles  and  in  the  Portola 
and  El  Presidio  Theaters,  San  Fran- 
|  cisco. 


2.  Adjustment  of  that  Con- 
clusion of  Law  charging  the  de- 
fendants with  conspiracy  to  dis- 
criminate against  independent 
competitors. 

3.  Reversal  of  the  Court's  re- 
fusal to  grant  a  two-year  period 
in  which  to  dissolve  pooling 
agreements  and  leases  with  in- 
dependents. 

The  action  today  places  all  of  the 
parties  to  the  suit  in  the  final  stretch 
of  litigation  which  began  with  the 
Government's  original  complaint 
filed  on  July  20,  1939.  The  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  and  the  "Little 
Three"  —  Columbia,  United  Artists 
and  Universal — all  submitted  their 
appeals  within  the  past  two  weeks. 

Hossfeld  Elected  Head 
Of  Rocky  Mountain  Club 

Denver — Milton  J.  Hossfeld,  film 
buyer  for  Fox  Intermountain,  was 
elected  president  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Screen  Club  for  the  year.  Others 
elected  were  Joe  Dekker,  vice-presi- 
dent; Robert  Hill,  second  vice-presi- 
dent; Joe  Ashby,  treasurer,  and  Wil- 
liam Agren,  secretary.  On  the  board 
of  directors,  besides  the  officers,  will 
be  James  Dugan,  Henry  Friedel,  A. 
P.  Archer,  Chet  Bell,  Robert  Gar- 
land, Mayer  Monsky  and  Harry 
Green.  Duke  Dunbar  was  again 
named  general  counsel  for  the  club. 

3-Cent  Ticket  Tax  Mulled 
By  Gainesville  Commission 


Gainesville,  Fla. — A  tax  of  three 
cents  on  theater  tickets  costing  be- 
tween 26  and  50  cents,  plus  another 
three  cents  on  each  additional  50 
cents  or  fraction,  has  been  proposed 
before  the  City  Commission.  Proposed 
bite  has  local  exhibs.  worried  as  en- 
abling legislation  is  not  needed  un- 
der the  city  charter. 

Vets  Sponsor  Md.  Referendum 

Salisbury,  Md. — A  legislative  act 
authorizing  a  referendum  on  Sunday 
movies  and  baseball  in  Salisbury  and 
Wicomico  County  will  be  sponsored 
in  the  Maryland  General  Assembly  by 
the  Meuse  Post  No.  194,  Veterans  of 
Foreign  Wars.  Harry  H.  Cropper, 
senior  vice-commander  of  the  post, 
said  the  bill  would  contain  provisions 
preventing  baseball  and  movies  from 
conflicting  with  regular  church 
hours. 


ATA  Filing  Today  On 
N.  Y.  Court's  Denial 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Conference  of  Southern  Associations, 
said  yesterday  that  ATA  attorney 
Thurman  Arnold  had  mailed  neces- 
sary papers  last  night  with  the  re- 
quest that  Brooks  file  for  the  or- 
ganization. Brooks  indicated  that  the 
CSA  appeal,  which  is  understood  to 
closely  parallel  that  of  ATA,  will 
probably  be  filed  tomorrow. 

Major  points  of  both  appeals  is  the 
request  for  the  right  to  intervene 
and  a  reversal  of  the  competitive 
bidding  provisions  of  the  decree. 


Johnson  Named  Fiscal 
Officer  for  Eagle-Lion 

Arthur  B.  Johnson,  assistant  sec- 
retary -.  treasurer  of  Eagle  -  Lion 
Films,  has  been  appointed  chief  fis- 
cal officer  for  the  company,  it  was 
announced  yesterday  by  Arthur  B. 
Krim,  president.  In  addition  to  his 
duties  as  fiscal  head,  Johnson  will 
serve  as  liaison  officer  between  E-L 
and  the  parent  company,  Pathe  In- 
dustries. 

Krim  announced  also  the  appoint- 
ment of  A.  E.  Bollinger,  former  as- 
sistant controller  for  Universal,  as 
controller  for  E-L. 


Ampa  to  Honor  Fan  Mag 
Publishers,  Editors  Mar.  6 


AMPA's  new  slate  will  be  an- 
nounced by  the  nominating  commit- 
tee at  the  Mar.  6  luncheon-meeting 
which  will  honor  publishers  and  edi- 
tors of  leading  fan  magazines,  at  the 
Town  Hall  Club.  Final  plans  will 
also  be  discussed  regarding  AMPA's 
30th  Anniversary  Dinner-Dance  of 
April  23. 

Prexy  Rutgers  Neilson  will  pre- 
side at  next  Thursday's  luncheon- 
meeting.  Curtis  Mitchell,  Para- 
mount's  ad-pub.  head,  will  emcee. 


Famous  Renews  Leases 
On  7  Vancouver  Houses 


Toronto — Famous  Players  Canad- 
ian Corp.  has  renewed  a  long-term 
lease  on  its  seven  Greater  Vancouver 
houses  with  General  Theater  Invest- 
ments, a  holding  company  of  the 
estate  of  the  late  N.  L.  Nathanson. 
In  one  instance,  the  Orpheum,  the 
agreement  is  effective  until  1966. 
Other  houses  comprise  the  Regent, 
Kerrisdale,  Windsor,  Alma,  Victoria 
and  Grandview. 


SERD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETINGS  TO: 

Feb.  26 

Walter  "Dub"  Taylor    James  A.  FitzPatrick 


Robert    Alda 


E.   J.   Mannix 


THIS  IS  THE  AD  that  starts  the 


IN  NEW  YORK'S  10  GREAT  NEWSP^I 


THIS  IS  THE  UNPARALLELED  PARADE 

OF  BOXOFFICE  RECORD-BREAKERS 

NOW  PLAYING  AND  ON  THE 


WAY  FROM 


CENTURY-FOX 


THE 
RAZOR'S  EDGE 


13  RUE 
MADELEINE 

BOOMERANG  I 

THE  LATE 
GEORGE  APLEY 

THE  GHOST 
AND  MRS.  MUIR 


CARNIVAL  IN 
COSTA  RICA 

In  Technicolor! 


THE  HOMESTRETCH 

In  Technicolor! 

MOSS  ROSE 


MIRACLE  ON 
34th  STREET 

BOB,  SON 
OF  BATTLE 

In  Technicolor! 

KISS  OF  DEATH 


NIGHTMARE  ALLEY 

CALL 
NORTHSIDE  777 


I  WONDER  WHO'S 
KISSING  HER  NOW 

In  Technicolor! 

MOTHER  WORE 
TIGHTS 

In  Technicolor! 


THE  FOXES 
OF  HARROW 


FOREVER  AMBER 

In  Technicolor! 


CAPTAIN  FROM 
CASTILE 

In  Technicolor! 


his  is  the 
TRUTH! 

No  Fiction  Writer  Could  Create  Such  Drama! 

...  Told  how  it  happened! 

.  * .  Filmed  the  way  it  happened! 

OWttt&lMtfff  brings  to  a  stunning  climax  of 
perfection  the  technique  20th  Century-Fox  made 
famous  in  "The  House  On  92nd  Street" 
and  "13  Rue  Madeleine" 
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Because  it  is  real. . ,  true. . .  authentic. . . 
$0QftV2%$fUjf    is  a  new  kind  of  motion  picture, 
lifted,  alive  and  pulsating,  out  of  life  itself! 


CtWTURY-FOX 
TRIUMPH  I 


Screen  Play  by  Richard  Murphy 'Based  Upon  an  Article  by  Anthony  Abbot,  Published  in  the  Reader's  Digest 
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ROXY 

7th  AVE.  &  50th  ST. 


COMING 
SOON! 
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Wednesday,  February  26,  194; 


There  is  no  Substitute  for 

Vhe 


1947 


YEAR  BOOK 

OF 

MOTION  PICTURES 


Don't  be  without  this  veritable  gold 
mine  of  useful  information  in  one 
Handy  and  Beautifully  Bound  volume. 
Why  guess  about  facts  when  it  has 
"All  The  Answers"  to  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry  always  at  your  hand 
when  you  want  them. 
•        •        • 

Now  On  The  Presses! 

And  soon  ready  for  distribution 
FREE   to   all    Subscribers    of   — 

THE      FILM      DAILY 

1501  Broadway  New  York  18#  N.  Y. 

6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Hollywood,  Calif. 


15,000  Dates  for  Red  Cross 

Eight  Majors  to  Handle  Reel's  Distributioi 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 


ginning  tomorrow.  Offices  of  the 
eight  distributors  handling  "Call  to 
Action!"  and  the  distributor  chair- 
men in  the  various  cities  are: 

Columbia:  I.  H.  Rogovin,  Boston; 
Edward  Hochstin,  Detroit;  W.  Guy 
Craig,  Indianapolis. 

Twentieth  Century-Fox:  Fred  R. 
Dodson,  Atlanta;  I.  J.  Schmertz, 
Cleveland;  Clyde  Blasius,  Salt  Lake 
City;  J.  R.  Neger,  Milwaukee;  V.  J. 
Dugan,  Denver;  Clyde  W.  Eckhardt, 
Los  Angeles. 

M-G-M:  Louis  Ingram,  Memphis; 
Ralph  Pielow  and  Ben  Abner,  New 
York;  L.  Formato,  Philadelphia; 
John  Allen,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Paramount:  Edwin  Ruff,  Albany; 
J.  H.  Stevens,  Chicago;  Henry  Ger- 
maine,  New  Haven;  C.  H.  Weaver, 
Oklahoma  City;  H.  Neal  East,  San 
Francisco. 
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RKO:  Sol.  M.  Sachs,  Dallas;  M.  I 
Lefko,  Pittsburgh;  E.  A.  Lam 
Seattle;  Elmer  Lux,  Buffalo. 

Universal:  L.  J.  Miller,  Minr^api 
lis;   R.   0.  Wilson,  Portland; 
Hynes,  St.  Louis;  J.  V.  Frew^ 
lotte. 

Warner  Bros.:  Paul  Webster,  De 
Moines;  F.  J.  Hannon,  Omaha;  Luis 
Connor,  New  Orleans;  Russel  ( 
Borg,  Kansas  City. 

United  Artists:  Jack  Fineberj 
Cincinnati  and  Walter  Wiens  c 
Paramount  exchange,  Cincinnati. 

In  past  years,  theaters  ran  a  Re 
Cross  documentary  film  and  followe 
up  days  later  with  a  collection  trailei 
This  year  Red  Cross  has  not  aske 
for  theater  collections  and  has  cor,' 
fined  its  screen  message  to  the  on 
picture. 


Budget  Cuts  for  Com.  Dept. 
Threatens  Pix  Services 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mittee  yesterday  called  for  a  slash 
in  Commerce  funds  which  would 
threaten  many  pix  services  of  the 
Department.  In  his  call  for  a  cut 
of  $100,000,000  in  Commerce  funds, 
Taber  singled  out  for  criticism  the 
large  number  of  information  special- 
ists and  economists  in  the  Depart- 
ment. 

President  Truman  yesterday  issued 
an  executive  order  allowing  the 
United  States  to  revoke  or  modify 
any  tariff  concession  threatening 
"serious  injury  to  domestic  pro- 
ducers." The  President's  move  was 
made  to  counter  Republican  threats 
to  junk  the  whole  reciprocal  trade 
program.  The  trade  program  has  the 
complete  backing  of  MPAA.  The 
President's  action  was  taken  on 
recommendations  of  Senators  Van- 
denberg  and  Milliken  of  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee. 


Loew  to  Open  With  "Thief" 

Boston  —  Having  completely  re- 
furnished his  Center  Theater  at  a 
cost  of  $150,000,  E.  M.  Loew  will  re- 
open his  house  tomorrow  with  the 
re-preeming  of  Korda's  Techni- 
colored  "Thief  of  Bagdad."  Al  Zim- 
balist,  ad-pub.  chief  of  Film  Classics, 
releasing  company,  flies  up  here 
from  the  New  York  home  office  to 
confab  on  exploitation  arrangements. 


Frank  Aliord  Joins  MPEA 

Appointment  of  Frank  J.  Alford, 
assistant  to  George  Borthwick,  trea- 
surer of  MPAA,  as  chief  accountant 
and  assistant  treasurer  of  Motion 
Picture  Export  Corp.  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Irving  Maas,  v.-p.  and 
general  manager  of  MPEA.  Alford 
succeeds  William  Laffan,  resigned. 


A.  F.  Completes  Clock  Subject 

A.  F.  Films,  Inc.  has  completed 
"The  Passing  Hours,"  short  subject 
dealing  with  the  invention  of  clocks. 


Hamilton  to  Screenplay 
"Rope"  for  Hitchcock 


Patrick  Hamilton,  British  play 
wright,  has  signed  with  Transatlan 
tic  Pictures  to  go  to  Hollywood  i: 
April  to  write  a  screenplay  for  hi 
play,  "Rope,"  to  be  directed  by  Al 
fred  Hitchcock.  Hamilton,  wh 
authored  "Gaslight"  and  "Hangove 
Square,"  signed  the  agreement  wit 
Sidney  L.  Bernstein,  who  is  associ 
ated  with  Hitchcock  in  Transatlan 
tic.  Bernstein  leaves  Hollywood  to 
day,  enroute  to  London  for  furthe 
conferences  with  Hamilton. 


MPEA  Negotiating  Deal 
With  Bulgar  Monopoly 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ber  companies,  have  been  withdraw] 
from   circulation   and   placed  unde 
seal  with  the  American  Mission  i^ 
Sofia. 


Shugrue  to  Flack  'Freedom  Train 

Ned  Shugrue,  ATA  public  rela 
tions  director,  will  organize  and  pro 
mote  the  U.  S.  Government's  "Free 
dom  Train"  for  the  American  Heri 
tage  Foundation,  on  a  loanout  basi: 
from  the  American  Theaters  Asso 
ciation. 


new  posts 


HARRY   SALISBURY,   city    manager    of   Mindak 

Theaters,    Rochester,  Minn. 
HOWARD  KADRIE,  manager  of  the  State,  Minot 

N.    D. 
JOE    CLEMENTS,    manager    of    the    Riviera,    St 

Paul. 
MIKE    GUTTMAN,    manager    of     the     Century 

Minneapolis. 
LEON  A.   COUCH,  from  the  It  Theater,  Mathif 

Tex.,  to  the  Navaway  Theater,  Houston. 
HOWARD    BURCKHARDT,   formerly   manager   c 

Loew's  State,  Cleveland,  to  manager,  Loew 

Midland,  Kansas   City. 
MAURICE  DRUCKER,  from  Loew's  Ohio,  to  man 

ager,  Loew's  State,  Cleveland. 
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(Mi-Fox  Product  To 
ret  Intensive  Bally 


'Publicity  and  exploitation  cam- 
jigns  of  caliber  similar  to  the  one 
r  "The  Razor's  Edge,"  which  will 
irve  as  a  flexible  model,  will  be 
jp^jjk,to  every  one  of  20th-Fox's 
Irr'^ming  lineup  of  20  pictures  to 

released  this  year,  it  was  stated 
Charles  Schlaifer,  chief  of  the 
mpany's  advertising  and  publicity 
partment  in  the  East. 
[Prior  to  "The  Razor's  Edge," 
,hlaifer  said,  the  company  laid 
oundwork  for  point  of  sale  adver- 
ting. That  film  was  the  culmina- 
m,  he  indicated,  of  many  premiere 
mpaigns.  A  special  unit  was 
rmed  to  co-ordinate  efforts  of  the 
•  vertising,  exploitation,  publicity 
ti[d  radio  departments  and  this  unit 
-s  become  a  permanent  set  up. 
Plans  have  been  completed  for  all 
>e  company's  new  product,  including 
"orever  Amber"  and  "The  Captain 
•om  Castile."  Ads  and  layouts  are 
w  ready  on  "The  Late  George 
3ley,"  "Carnival  in  Costa  Rica," 
"he  Ghost  and  Mrs.  Muir,"  "The 
Dmestretch,"  "Nightmare  Alley," 
•he  Walls  of  Jericho,"  "Snake  Pit" 
id  "Mother  Wore  Tights." 
Completed  plans  are  flexible 
ough,  Schlaifer  said,  so  new  ideas 
id  thoughts  can  be  added.   In  order 

protect  pictures  all  along  the  line 
J  insure  maximum  returns,  advertis- 
g  and  exploitation  crews  will  be 
'int  into  the  field  to  study  every 
tuation  in  the  country.  Schlaifer 
ill  make  his  initial  trip  along  those 
les  early  next  month.  Additionally, 
ne  exploiteers  will  be  brought  to- 
ither  for  discussions  on  concentra- 
bn  of  advertising  in  local  areas  to 
ake  point  of  sale  advertising  more 
fective. 


rentiss"  Tops  "Pierce" 
l  15  Week-end  Openings 

Week-end  openings  of  Warner's 
tfora  Prentiss"  in  15  East  and  Mid- 
iest  spots  topped  the  business  of 
Mildred  Pierce"  in  the  same  houses, 

was  reported  yesterday.  The  Ann 
heridan  starrer  opened  at  the  War- 
sr  and  Merritt  Theaters,  Bridge- 
ort;  Strand,  Albany;  Palace,  Gol- 
nabus;  Keeney,  Elmira;  Warner, 
rie;  Roger  Sherman,  New  Haven; 
arde,  New  London;  Capitol,  Steu- 
anville;  Capitol,  Willimantic;  Am- 
assador,  St.  Louis,  Playhouse,  St. 
etersburg;  Stanley,  Utica;  Family, 
atavia,  and  Strand,  Altoona. 


WEDDING  BELLS 


Levy-Levitt 

Lorraine  Levy,  daughter  of  Joel, 
oew's  out-of-town  booker,  has  be- 
anie engaged  to  Sam  Levitt,  an  at- 
irney. 


reviews  of  new  nLmsi^NamedPRc 

General  Sales  Mgr. 


"The  Private  Affairs  of 
Bel  Ami" 

with  George  Sanders,  Angela  Lansbury,  Ann 


Dvorak 


UA 


TOP  NOTCH  NUMBER  FOR  FEMME 
AUDIENCES:  SHOULD  DO  THE  WELL- 
KNOWN  TRICK. 

On  the  lengthy  side,  but  building  a  solid, 
albeit  unsavory  portrait  of  a  scoundrel,  this 
new  one  from  the  Loew-Lewin  cameras 
stands  to  create  a  great  deal  of  talk.  Trans- 
late that  word  of  mouth,  feminine  variety. 

The  quartette  of  women  in  George  San- 
ders' brief  blaze  on  the  Paris  scene  in 
1880  are  pitiful  victims  of  his  charm  and 
irresistible  magnetism.  He  takes  and  as 
easily  discards  them  after  they  have  served 
his  ambitious  ends  but  one  of  his  victims 
proves  just  a  bit  too  clever  and  it's  curtains 
for  Sanders  following  an  early  morning  duel. 

This  production  is  skillful,  tasteful  and 
was  conceived  with  a  great  deal  of  cred- 
itable attention  to  modes,  decor  and  aura 
of  the  time.  It  is  fashioned  from  an  intel- 
ligent script  that  supplies  Sanders  with 
a  great  many  barbed  lines  of  dialogue  that 
he  dispatches  about  various  scenes  with 
what  is  required  in  the  way  of  performance. 

A  nostalgic  Paris  -is  background  for  this 
tale.  It  is  'way  back  when,  but  the  essen- 
tial in  the  De  Maupassant  story  is  captured. 
What  is  more  important  aside  from  the 
sordid  amours  of  Sanders  is  creation  of 
unscrupulous,  conniving  characters,  dab- 
blers   in    gigantic    frauds    and    thievery. 

When  first  seen,  Sanders  has  the  price 
of  two  meals  in  his  pocket  and  meets  up 
with  an  old  comrade-at-arms,  John  Carra- 
dine.  Latter  is  a  newspaperman.  He  se- 
cures a  job  for  Sanders  and  introduces 
him  to  his  wife,  Ann  Dvorak,  and  an  inner 
circle  of  influential  friends.  They  include 
Warren  William,  who  sees  through  Sanders 
and  his  machinations  immediately.  After 
discarding  Marie  Wilson,  a  showgirl,  he 
takes  on  Angela  Lansbury,  a  widow,  and 
causes  her  grief  and  heartache.  Then  Car- 
radine  dies  and  Sanders,  who  has  been 
heavily  dependent  for  his  journalistic  start 
on  her,  marries  Miss  Dvorak.  Next  female 
victim  is  Katherine  Emery  and  almost  Fran- 
ces Dee.  Final  victim  is  Susan  Douglas  who 
is  saved  by  Sanders'  death.  Miss  Emery,  her 
mother,  is  responsible   for  his  demise. 

The  controversial  art  embodied  in  ad- 
vance exploitation  of  this  film  is  shown  in 
a  color  sequence.  Painted  by  Max  Ernst, 
it  is  a  striking  bit  of  what  appears  to  be 
sur-realism,  detailing  "The  Temptation  of 
St.  Anthony." 

Sanders  is  highly  effective  in  the  title 
role.  Miss  Dvorak  contributes  a  sincere, 
restrained  performance.  The  balance  of 
the  troupe  are  skilled  olayers  and  do  their 
roles  up  skillfully.  Albert  Lewin's  adap- 
tation and  direction  merit  applause  as  does 
production  by  David  L.  Loew. 

CAST:  George  Sanders,  Angela  Lansbury,  Ann 
Dvorak,  Frances  Dee,  Susan  Douglas.  Marie 
Wilson.  Albert  Basserman.  Warren  William. 
Katherine  Emery,  Richard  Fraser,  David  Bond, 
John  Good,  Leonard  Mudie,  Judy  Cook,  Lums- 
den    Hare.    Karolvn    Grimes. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  David  L.  Loew;  Director- 
screenplay,  Albert  Lewin;  Adapted  from  the 
novel  bv  Guy  De  Mauoassant:  Musical  score, 
Darius  Milhaud;  Song,  "My  Bel  Ami,"  by  Jack 
Lawrence,  Irving  Drutman;  Cameraman,  Russell 
Metty;  Art  Director,  Frank  Sylos:  Set  Decoration, 
Edward  G.  Bovle;  Music  Supervisor,  Rudy  Polk; 
Film  Editor,  Albrecht  Joseph;  Sound,  Frank  Web- 
ster. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
First  Class. 


SHORTS 


112  Mins. 


"Czechoslovakia  Comes  Back" 

Amer.  Relief  for  Czechoslovakia,  Inc. 

18  Mins. 
Excellent 

Reconstruction  in  Czechoslovakia 
is  pictured  in  a  tightly-packed  piece 
of  footage  taken  from  official  Czech 
government  and  U.  S.  Signal  Corps 
documentaries.  The  familiar  voice 
of  Raymond  Massey,  as  narrator,  is 
explanatory  and  dramatic.  The  be- 
fore, during  and  aftermath  of  war 
are  here,  stark  and  realistic.  Funda- 
mentally an  appeal  for  funds,  it 
soars  above  usual  tear-jerkers  and 
presents  a  factual,  un-doctored  ac- 
count of  the  Czech  plight. 


"Ski  Champion" 

RKO  8  Mins. 

Snow  Show 

Thrice  world  champion,  Rudolf 
Rominger,  cavorts  high  up  in  the 
Swiss  Alps  and  makes  skiing  look 
easy.  Explanatory  demonstrations 
also  add  incentive  for  any  interested 
beginner  to  don  the  hickories  and 
take  to  the  slopes.  Fast  moving  ac- 
tion in  a  setting  of  mountain  beauty 
makes  this  a  Sportscope  winner. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sales  manager  for  Far  East  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand.  With  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  Clark  returned 
to  the  U.  S.  and  joined  International 
Pictures  in  1945.  He  will  assume  his 
new  duties  Monday. 

It  is  understood  that  with  the  as- 
signment of  Clark  to  this  post, 
Thomas  will  be  able  to  devote  more 
of  his  time  to  production  on  the 
Coast,  where  he  promises  "bigger 
and  better  pictures  from  the  new 
PRC." 


Drafting  Censorship  Bill 
For  Iowa  Legislature 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Rep.  Harvey  Long  of  Clinton  is  pre- 
paring to  introduce  would  be  modeled 
after  similar  censor  boards  already 
established  in  some  other  states.  Rep. 
Long  already  has  introduced  a  bill 
which  would  license  the  film  distrib- 
utors at  $1,000  each  annually  and  re- 
quire a  tax  of  $1  a  reel  on  all  films 
shown  in  the  state  for  profit. 


Hoskwith  Joins  Warners 

Arnold  Hoskwith,  formerly  with 
Myron  Selznick  and  Samuel  Goldwyn, 
has  joined  WB  as  assistant  to  Harry 
Mayer,  new  talent  department  head. 


Fast,  On-Schedule 

AIR  EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

to  5  CONTINENTS 


One  airway  bill  over  one  carrier  alt  the  way  to 

destinations  in  51  countries  on  5  continents. 

•  Two  Terminals  in  New  York: 

La  Guardia  Field,  Hangar  #4 
5  Pearl  Street 

•  Regular  flight  schedules 

•  Low  International  Rates 

•  Experienced  personnel  to  assist  you 

Consult  Your  BROKER  .  .  . 
or  Telephone  WHitehall  3-6700 


FRENCH    NATIONAL   AIRLINES     24  State  St.,New  York  20 


X® 
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Paramount  Contracts 
To  Dub  More  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mount  officials  on  the  relative  appeal 
of  dubbed  and  subtitled  films  in  vari- 
ous locales.  Results  seemed  to  indi- 
cate that  while  the  English-speaking 
pix  are  perhaps  more  popular  in  the 
metropolitan  areas,  rural  sections 
apparently  prefer  hearing  the  more 
familiar  Spanish. 

Eastern  Sound  Studios,  headed  by- 
Edward  J.  and  Harry  Lee  Danziger, 
have  redialogued  21  pictures  for 
Paramount  under  previous  contracts. 
Present  pact  will  involve  more  than 
that  figure,  it  was  reported. 


French  Pact  Misunderstood 
Treasury  Spokesmen  Claim 

Washington   Bureau    of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Charges  that  the 
French-U.  S.  tax  agreement  may 
have  "serious  consequences"  for 
American  businessmen  in  France  are 
due  to  "misunderstanding,"  Treas- 
ury Dept.  spokesmen  said  yesterday. 
Department  officials  said  reaction  by 
some  American  businessmen  to  the 
agreement  is  an  "outstanding  ex- 
ample of  misunderstanding." 

Spokesmen  said  the  contemplated 
tax  treaty  contained  "numerous  ad- 
vantages" over  the  existing  treaty 
between  the  two  countries.  The 
treaty,  which  is  backed  in  principle 
by  MPAA,  i3  now  being  considered 
by  a  sub-committee  of  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee.  A 
protest  has  been  filed  with  the  Com- 
mittee from  the  American  Chamber 
of  Commerce  in  France. 

The  treaty  contains  a  clause  in- 
cluding remittances  from  motion  pic- 
tures among  royalties  which  may 
leave  France  tax-free.  The  Senate 
Committee  is  expected  to.  resume 
hearings  on  the  treaty  within  the 
next  few  days. 


"Duel"  Starts  Third  Month 
In  LA.;  $349,073  Earned 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — As  "Duel  in  the  Sun" 
entered  its  third  month  in  Los  An- 
geles, it  was  revealed  that  pic  had 
earned  $349,073  in  the  time  it  played 
for  seven  weeks  at  the  Vogue,  six 
at  the  Fairfax  and  two  at  the  Egyp- 
tian. Selznick  spokesman  said  "Duel" 
was  running  32  per  cent  ahead  of 
receipts  earned  in  same  situation  by 
GWTW. 


'Ttcos  Laraine's  Day 
On  Toledo  Marquee 

Toledo — With  the  legal  squabbles 
and  newspaper  publicity  fresh  in 
patrons'  minds,  the  Palace  Theater 
marquee  last  week  evoked  many  a 
laugh.  It  read:  "Laraine  Day  in 
'Bride  by  Mistake'." 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 


SAMUEL  RHEINER.  Vice-president  and  general  manager  for 
Inc.  Born  in  New  York  City,  Sept.  8,  1901.  Educated  at  N 
Versity,  where  he  took  his  bachelor's  Degree  in 
Commercial  Science  in  1923,  then  spending  the  next 
two  years  at  Fordham  University.  Joined  Paramount 
in  1926  as  assistant  to  James  R.  Cowan  and  then  assisted 
m  organizing  the  Publix  Stage  Show  Department.  Became 
general  manager  of  Artists  Booking  Office,  a  Paramount 
subsidiary,  and  later  was  put  in  charge  of  cost  control  of 
the  Paramount,  Rivoli,  Rialto  and  Criterion  Theaters.  Was 
sent  to  Hollywood  to  reorganize  Paramount  Studios  music 
department  and  was  associated  with  both  William  LeBaron, 
then  head  of  studio  production,  and  Boris  Morros,  at  the 
time  head  of  all  music  activities  at  studio.  In  1939  left 
Paramount  to  enter  independent  production,  becoming 
vice-president  cf  Boris  Morros  Productions.  After  that 
joined  Morros  in  organizing  National  Pictures  Corp.  of 
California.  In  1945  was  associate  producer  for  David 
L.  Loew's  Producing  Artists,  Inc.  in  filming  "The  South- 
erner." Production  supervisor  on  Federal's  first  film,  "Carnegie  H 
in  same  capacity,  preparing  for  the  making  of  Victor  Herbert's 
land."  Stands  5,  7.  Weighs  150.  Hair,  brown.  Eyes,  hazel. 
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Screen  Quota  Ordered 


ATO  of  E.  Pa.  Decries 
Higher  Priced  Reissues 

Philadelphia — A  membership  meet- 
ing of  the  Allied  Theater  Owners  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  held  yester- 
day at  the  Broadwood  Hotel,  was  de- 
voted to  picture  by  picture  and  com- 
pany by  company  reviews  of  the  cur- 
rent film  situation.  Practices  of  cer- 
tain major  companies  trying  to  sell 
re-issues  at  higher  prices  than  orig- 
inally sold  for  was  condemned.  Meet- 
ing was  well  attended  with  over  50 
present.    Cecil  Felt  presided. 


CSU  Requests  Truman  To 
Name  Strike  Conciliator 


NCA  Opens  Mail  Drive 
Against  3  Minn.  Bills 

Minneapolis — In  a  bulletin  sent  to 
members  last  week,  North  Central 
Allied  urged  all  exhibitors  in  Minne- 
sota to  get  in  touch  with  their  repre- 
sentatives and  senators  and  inform 
them  of  their  opposition  to  three 
proposals  now  "in  the  hopper"  of 
the  legislature — two  involving  an  ad- 
missions tax  and  the  other  a  day- 
light savings  time  bill. 

In  writing  to  legislators  the  bulle- 
tin asked  legislators  to  stress  the 
fact  that  "theater  admissions  are 
net  a  luxury  at  all,  but  constitute 
the  poor  man's  entertainment,"  and 
that  "theaters  don't  like  to  be  sin- 
gled out  for  unfair  and  discrimina- 
tory treatment." 

Diplomats  at  'Beginning'  Premiere 

Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Diplomats,  cabinet 
members  and  politicos  attended 
Metro's  global  preeming  of  "The 
Beginning  or  the  End"  at  the  Palace 
Theater  here.  International  Press 
and  Publications  Division  of  the  U. 
S.  State  Department  broadcast  the 
preeming  in  25  languages  to  all  parts 
of  the  world. 


Edward  Succeeds  Mills 

Toronto  —  William  Edward,  man- 
ager of  the  Esquire  Theater,  has  been 
elected  vice-president  of  the  20th 
Century  Theaters  Managers  Club, 
succeeding  Lloyd  M.  Mills,  resigned. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  and  close  scrutiny  of  this  lock- 
out" by  them. 

To  Senator  William  Langer,  of 
Senate  Committee  on  Civil  Service, 
CSU  asked  that  Donald  Nelson  and 
I.  E.  Chadwick,  heads  of  two  groups 
of  independent  producers  "now  being 
victimized  by  conspiracy  between 
major  producers  and  certain  rack- 
eteering labor  leaders,"  be  subpoened 
"for  immediate  inquiry  into  this  as- 
pect of  the  film  monopoly's  destruc- 
tive practices." 


Pressburger-Twin  Cities 
Deal  for  Maugham  Feature 

London  (By  Cable) — Arnold  Press- 
burger,  formerly  producing  for  re- 
lease through  UA,  has  closed  a  deal 
with  Two  Cities  for  the  production 
of  Somerset  Maugham's  "Then  and 
Now."  Exteriors  will  be  shot  in 
Italy  in  August,  with  interiors  to  be 
made  at  Denham.  George  Sanders 
will  star. 


Mitchell  Honor  Guest 
At  IE  Annual  Banquet 


Boston — First  annual  banquet  of 
Independent  Exhibitors,  Inc.,  in  the 
form  of  a  testimonial  dinner  to 
Walter  E.  Mitchell,  retiring  presi- 
dent, was  held  last  night  at  the 
Copley-Plaza  Hotel.  Following  the 
dinner,  guests  attended  a  special 
screening  of  "The  Yearling"  at  the 
New  England  Mutual  Hall,  as  guests 
of  M-G-M. 


Rites  for  Mrs.  Mary  Repec 

Buffalo  — ■  Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Mrs.  Mary  Repec, 
mother  of  Charles  Repec,  M-G-M 
Boston  salesman. 


"Stallion  Road"  on  April  12 

"Stallion  Road"  has  been  set  by 
Warners  for  national  release  April 
12. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

legislature.      It     is     expected     th; 
Peron's    opposition    to   the   bill,   d> 
signed   to   cut   American   and    othe4 
picture  imports  by  a  maximum  of 
per   cent,   will   spell  defeat  f^jteti 
measure.  9rl 

Although  strict  enforcement^^th 
screen  quota  is  minimized  by  a  con 
tinued    shortage    of   native   productl 
State  Dept.  sources  stated  that  Pero: 
has  made  it  clear  that  a  crackdovn , 
must  be  put  into  force. 

The  screen  quota  ranges  from 
requirement  that  theaters  show  do 
mestic  product  a  minimum  of  onf 
week  out  of  two  months  in  first-rur 
houses  seating  over  2,500,  to  a  min 
imum  of  two  weeks  out  of  five  week; 
in  small  houses. 

Screen. Quota  Not  Tough 

A  screen  quota  of  one  week  ou 
of  one  month  is  required  of  all  othei 
first-run  houses  (those  having  less 
than  2,500  seating  capacity)  and  the- 
aters in  downtown  Buenos  Aires 
Since  American  product  is '  most1.} 
shown  in  first-run  theaters  in  Argen 
tina  and  in  downtown  Buenos  Aires 
the  screen  quota  is  not  considerec 
too  tough  as  long  as  a  shortage  ol 
native  product  continues. 

Argentine  production,  however,  is! 
picking  up  and  a  strict  enforcement 
of  quota  law  would  react  adverselj 
on  American  motion  pictures. 

Up  to  the  time  Peron  indicated  his 
opposition  to  the  import  law,  it  hac 
been  predicted  the  measure  stood  £ 
good  chance  of  being  passed  by  the- 
Argentine  legislature. 

Contemplate  Import  Permits 

Under  the  contemplated  bill,  filir/ 
imports  to  the  Argentine  would  be 
reduced  to  20  per  cent  of  present  im- 
ports. Any  American  company  (oi 
other  foreign  companies)  desiring  tc 
import  films  in  addition  to  this  quota 
would  have  to  purchase  a  permit 
from  an  Argentine  producer.  The 
Argentine  producers  would  be 
allowed  import  permits  in  proportion 
to  their  own  production. 

In  effect,  this  would  mean  that 
American  companies  would  have  tc 
purchase  import  permits  on  the  open 
market,  thus  sending  permits  up  to 
fantastic  prices.  A  similar  system  is 
in  operation  in  Spain. 

Although  the  State  Dept.  will  con- 
tinue to  watch  this  development,  it  is 
now  thought  that  opposition  by 
Peron  will  defeat  the  import  bill. 

Sure,  Let  Theater  Pay! 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  An  ordinance 
calling  for  the  presence  of  a  fireman, 
at  the  expense  of  the  theater,  during, 
the  showing  of  all  motion  pictures, 
has  been  filed  with  the  City  Council. 
Present  laws  now  require  the  pres- 
ence of  a  policeman,  also  at  the 
theater's  expense. 

Edwards  Adds  to  Staff 

Mary  Stephens,  formerly  with  UA 
and  Columbia,  and  Marvin  Needel- 
man,  newspaperman,  have  joined  Re- 
public's ad-publicity  staff  to  work  on 
pressbook. 


M.    I  -    t  pjoduction   Dist. 
C5  V;.     44th    St,     31st    floor 
<  ^few  York      IT.    Y. 
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UK  RIGHT  TO  HOLD  TH6RT6RS,  SCT  PRICCS 

State  Ticket  Tax  Recommendation  tor  New  York 


roposal  Due  Saturday  In 
-om.  Recommendations 
or  Public  School  Aid 


Albany — Imposition  of  a  State  ad- 
issions  tax  on  motion  picture  the- 
iers  and  on  amusements  generally 
finance   additional   State   aid  for 
iblic  schools  is  under  serious  con- 
deration    and,   unless    there    is    an 
lexpected  change  in  attitude,  will 
;  included  in  committee  recommen- 
itions  scheduled  to  be  made  public 
are  Saturday,  it  was  learned  author- 
atively  by  The  Film   Daily  last 
Jght. 
The    rate    of    tax    on    admissions 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


ober,  Silverslein 
Jpped  by  Loew's 

Louis  Lober  and  Maurice  Silver- 
;ein,    two     assistants     to    regional 

rectors  of  Loew's  Int'l,  were  pro- 

oted  to  the  posts  of  associate  re- 
ional  directors,  it  was  announced 
esterday  by  Morton  A.  Spring, 
rst  veepee  in  charge  of  sales  and 
leater  operations  abroad. 

Lober  becomes  associated  with 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


2,000  Copies  of  Booklet 
Vill  Outline  Foundation 


Twenty-two  thousand  copies  of  a 
2-page  Digest  of  Information  book- 
et  outlining  the  plans  and  aims  of 
le  Motion  Picture  Foundation  will 
e  sent  throughout  the  industry  dur- 
iig  the  last  week  in  March.  Book- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Milwaukee  Eyes  Clii.'s 
Censor  Law  as  Model 

Milwaukee  —  Common  Council  is 
considering  the  enactment  of  censor- 
ship legislation  similar  to  Chicago's, 
regarded  as  the  most  stringent  in 
the  country.  Censorship  threat  re- 
sulted from  the  Towne  Theater's 
showing  of  "The  Outlaw."  Andrew 
Spheeris  and  C.  Papas,  Towne  man- 
agement, yanked  the  pic  upon  threat 
of  license  revocation  by  the  Council. 


4  SUBSTANTIAL 
POINTS  RAISED 


Four    questions    which    the     "Big 
Five"   defendants    termed   "substan- 
tial" in  yesterday's  appeal  from  the 
Statutory  Court's  decree  in  the  Neiv 
York  Equity   suit,   and  which  were 
said  to  be  fully  covered  in  the   sev- 
eral Assignments  of  Errors,  are: 
1.    Refusal    of    the    Statutory 
Court    to    order    an    arbitration 
system  as  established  in  the  con- 
sent decree.  Claiming  the  Court's    . 
holding  that  it  lacked  power  to 
continue  the  system,  is  contrary 
to  the  decision  in  U.  S.  vs.  Swift 
&  Co.,  defendants  recommended 
"that  some  such  system  be  con- 
tinued in  order  to  avoid  cumber- 
some and  dilatory  court  litiga- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


RCA  $10,985,053  Net 
qua!  to  56  Cents 


RCA  net  earnings  in  1946  amounted 
to  $10,985,053,  equal  to  56.4  cents 
per  share  on  the  common  stock,  it  is 
reported  by  Brig.  Gen.  David  Sar- 
noff,  president.  Earnings  for  1945 
were  $11,317,068,  equal,  after  pre- 
ferred dividends  to  58.8  cents  per 
common  share. 

Gross  income  for  1946  amounted 
to  $236,980,770,  a  decrease  of  15.2 
per  cent  from  the  $279,503,615  re- 
ported in  1945,  when  the  company 
was  still  engaged  in  filling  substan- 
tial Government  orders. 


"Big  Five"  Would  Also  Add  to  Holdings  and  Seek  a 
System  of  Arbitration;  All  Hit  Court  For  Not 
Using  Consent  Decree  as  Basis  of  Determination 

Asking  for  the  retention  of  present  holdings,  including  five  to 
ninety-five  per  cent  interests,  permission  to  acquire  additional 
theaters,  a  system  of  arbitration,  and  the  right  to  fix  minimum 

admission   prices,   the   "Big   Five" — 
Paramount,   Loew's,   Warners,   20th- 


MPT0A  Forum  Put  Off 
Pending  Final  Decree 


St.  Louis  —  Bowing  to  requests 
from  some  exhibitor  groups  to  post- 
pone the  proposed  motion  picture  in- 
dustry forum  until  after  the  ultimate 
decision  in  the  New  York  equity 
action,  Fred  Wehrenberg,  MPTOA 
president,  yesterday  announced  that 
organizational  meetings  scheduled 
for  March  10-11  in  New  York  had 
been  put  off  until  after  final  deter- 
mination of  the  suit. 

Wehrenberg  said  that  responses  to 
MPTOA's  invitation  to  regional  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Green  Opposes  Measures 
In  House  Labor  Confabs 


Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Opposition  to  sev- 
eral labor  bills  now  before  the  House 
Labor  Committee  was  voiced  by  Wil- 
liam Green,  AFL  president,  who  de- 
clared legislation  to  end  jurisdic- 
tional strikes  "cart  have  no  moral 
justification"  until  society  can  pro- 
vide employment  for  all  willing  to 
work.  Green  made  no  specific  ref- 
erence to  the  Coast  dispute. 

Gerald  Landis,  Rep.,  Ind.,  said 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


NCCJ  Contributions  Top  1946 

Industry  $100,000  Quota  Easy  Mark 


Nat'l  UNESCO  Confab  to 
Study  Promotion  Program 

Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  A  national  confer- 
ence on  UNESCO  will  be  held  at 
Philadelphia,  March  24-26,  and  will 
be  attended  by  representatives  of 
approximately  1,000  organizations. 

Section  meetings  will  study 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


For  a  summary  of  errors  claimed 
in  the  defendants'  two  sets  of  As- 
signments of  Errors,  in  their  appeal 
from  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  decree, 
turn  to  page  4. 

Fox  and  RKO — yesterday  filed  their 

appeal  to  the   Supreme   Court  from 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 


ATA  Appeals  Court'! 
Denial  of  Petition 


The  American  Theaters  Associa- 
tion yesterday  placed  its  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court  from  the  New 
York  Statutory  Court's  denial  of  its 


petition   to    intervene   in   the   N 
equity    suit'  in  .the    hands    of 
Statutory  Court,  but  lacked  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 
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Kalmenson  to  Preside 
Over  Warner  Meetings 


Ben  Kalmenson,  Warner  vice-pres- 
ident and  general  sales  manager,  will 
preside  over  a  two-day  conference  of 
district  managers  and  home  office 
sales  executives,  opening  here  this 
morning. 


David  Weinstock,  Raybond  prexy 
and  chairman  of  the  industry's  divi- 
sion finance  committee,  at  yester- 
day's report  luncheon  held  in  the 
Hotel  Astor,  revealed  that-  for  the 
whole  year  of  1946,  the  industry  had 
raised  locally  $27,400  from  251  con- 
tributors for  the  National  Conference 
of  Christians  and  Jews. 

The  second  month  of  1947  has 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Schwartz  Denies  VA 
Plans  Stock  Sales 

Queried  regarding  a  published  re- 
port that  United  Artists  intends  to 
sell  stock  to  the  public,  Charles 
Schwartz,  senior  member  of  Schwartz 
&  Frohlich,  as  well  as  Charles  Chap- 
lin's representative  on  the  UA  board, 
asserted,  "There's  no  such  plan  con- 
templated at  the  moment."  He  added 
that  any  statement  regarding  such 
a  proposal  was  highly  erroneous  and 
misleading. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Hiqh     Low     Close 

Am.  Seat 20%     20%     20% 

Bell    8.    Howell 21         21         21 

Bell  8.  Howell  pfd..  ..104%  104l/4  104i/4 

Columbia   Picts 20V8     19         19V2 

East.   Kodak    228       226       226 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 23%     23*4     23H 

Loew's,  Inc 25%     247',     24% 

Paramount 27V4     26V2     27 

RKO      145/8     143'8     14% 

ReDublic  Pict 7%       7%       7% 

20th  Century-Fox    .    .    353',     345/,     3434 
20th  Centurv-Fox  ppf.102%    1023',   1023', 

Universal   Pict 26         25%     25% 

Warner  Bros 167's     1614     16% 

NEW  YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 4%       434       4% 

RKO      •     4%       4%       4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      16%     15         15 

Trans-Lux       4%       4%       4% 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor        4% 

Pathe  7% 


Net 
Chg. 

-  1 

-  % 

-  V2 

-  1 

-  3 


—  VA 


Asked 
4% 
8% 


Vote  Columbia  Dividend 

Board  of  directors  of  Columbia 
voted  a  common  stock  dividend  of 
two-and-one-half  ner  cent,  payable 
May  9  to  holders  of  record,  April  24. 
Fractional  shares  arising  from  the 
dividend  will  be  paid  for  in  cash. 


cominG  mid  Gome 


AMPA  Opposes  Wilson- 
Condon  Censor  Measure 


LESLIE  GILLIAT,  brother  of  Sidney  Gilliat,  Bri- 
tish producer,  is  in  town,  en  route  to  California 
and  the  Pacific. 

SAM  LEFKOW1TZ,  Warner  Eastern  district 
manager,  was  in  Oneida  yesterday  conferring 
with   Kallet  circuit  officials. 

HARRY  GOLDBERG,  director  of  Warner  The- 
aters' advertising  and  publicity,  flies  to  the 
Coast  tonight. 

MOE  SILVER,  Warner  Theaters'  Pittsburgh 
zone    manager,    is    in    town. 

CHARLES      BOASBERG,      RKO      division     sales  ' 
manager,   is  visiting   in  Toronto. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  Eagle  -  Lion  exploitation 
head,  returned  to  New  York  yesterday  from 
Boston. 

RUDY  BERGER,  Southern  M-G-M  sales  man- 
ager, accompanied  by  his  assistant  LEONARD 
HIRSCH,  leaves  Dallas  today  for  Oklahoma 
City.  Later  they  will  proceed  to  Kansas  City, 
Memphis,  Atlanta,  and  Charlotte,  where  they  ; 
are  due  March   14. 

M.  N.  WOLF,  M-G-M  Boston  district  mana- 
ger,   is   vacationing    in    Florida. 

WILLIAM     R.     FERGUSON,    exploitation     head  i 
for    M-G-M,    is    due    back    from    Lincoln,    Neb., 
Monday. 


TOM  DRAKE,  M-G-M  player,  will  leave  Mon- 
day for  Baltimore.  He  plans  to  head  back  for 
the    Coast    March    7. 

WILLIAM  B.  ZOELLNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
reprints  and  importations,  has  returned  from  a 
visit    to    Atlanta,    New    Orleans   and    Dallas. 

HENDERSON  M.  RICHEY,  exhibitor  relations' 
head  for  M-G-M,  is  due  back  from  a  Ft. 
Lauerdale,   Fla.,   vacation   Monday. 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  M-G-M  producer,  is  due 
in  a  few  days  from  Nassau,  where  he  has  been 
vacationing. 

DAVID  NEWMAN,  circuit  owner  and  counsel 
for  Co-operative  Theaters  of  Michigan,  leaves 
Detroit  for  Florida   over  the  week-end. 

IKE  and  HARRY  KATZ,  operators  of  the  Kay 
Film    Exchanges,    returned    to    Atlanta    yesterday. 

CHARLES  SCHLAIFER,  20th-Fox  director  of  ad- 
vertising and  publicity,  has  arrived  in  New  Or- 
leans, accompanied  by  SID  BLUMENSTOCK,  as- 
sistant exploitation  manager,  in  connection 
with    opening    of  "The   Razor's    Edge." 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR,  Para.'s  board  chairman, 
leaves  Hollywood  for  Tucson,  Ariz.,  tomorrow, 
accompanied  by  MRS.  ZUKOR  and  their  daugh- 
ter   MRS.    MILDRED    Z.    LOEW. 


RCA  to  Start  Coast  Tele 
Receiver  Sales  in  March 


West  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Initial  RCA  television 
receivers  to  be  introduced  in  this 
area  in  substantial  quantities  will  be 
offered  to  the  public  early  in  March, 
it  was  announced  at  a  two-day  series 
of  dealer  meetings  concluded  at  the 
Ambassador  Hotel  yesterday.  First 
receivers  will  arrive  here  next  month 
to  go  up  for  sale  March  10. 


Licensing  of  16mm. 
Operators  Seen  Unlikely 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Requests  that  opera- 
tors of  16  mm.  be  licensed,  as  pro- 
posed by  IATSE  Local  224,  will  be 
turned  down  by  the  District  Com- 
missioners, it  was  indicated  yester- 
day. Educational  and  religious  groups 
have  indicated  their  aversion  to  such 
a  move,  revealing  that  expenses  in- 
volved would  curtail  their  activities 
and  in  many  cases  force  a  complete 
shutdown.  Film  Council  here  also 
opposed  the  union  demand. 


Matinee  Elimination  and 
Operator  Layoff  Mulled 

Chicago — Projectionists  union  will 
seek  a  solution  at  its  March  meeting 
to_  the  problem  presented  by  the 
elimination  of  matinees  by  certain 
theaters,  including  B  &  K's  Admiral, 
and  the  resulting  layoff  of  operators. 
Meeting  last  week  failed  to  develop 
a  plan. 


District  MPTO  Plans 
Fight  on  Ticket  Levy 

Washington   Bireau   of   THE  FILM    DA'LY 

Washington— MPTO  of  Washing- 
ton will  continue  its  fisrht  against  a 
proposed  10  per  cent  District  admis- 
sions tax,  prexy  Julian  Brylawski 
stated  yesterday.  While  the  District 
Commissioners  have  approved  a  bill 
containing  the  tax  provision,  soon 
to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  they  are 
not  expected  to  press  for  its  passage 
since  Congress  continued  the  heavier 
Federal  admissions  tax.  At  a  special 
hearing  yesterday,  tax  experts  op- 
posed the  levy. 

Propose  Licensing  of  Chi/s 
Coin  Amusement  Machines 

Chicago — A  bill  was  introduced  in 
the  House  at  Springfield  to  license 
juke  boxes,  pinball  machines  and 
other  coin  operated  amusement  de- 
vices at  §50  annually,  with  fines  up 
to  $500  for  violations.  Similar 
bill  failed  of  passage  at  last  session. 

Benjamin  Webster  Dies 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Benjamin  Webster, 
82,  died  yesterday  after  recently  un- 
dergoing an  operation.  He  was  the 
husband  of  Dame  May  Whitty  and 
father  of  Margaret  Webster,  actress, 
director  and  producer.  His  last  ap- 
pearances on  Broadway  was  in 
"Night  Must  Fall"  and  "Young  Mr. 
Disraeli,"  in  1937. 


Warners  Dates  Three 
Tradeshows  for  March 


Warners  yesterday  added  two 
tradeshow  dates  to  its  March  sched- 
ule, making  a  total  of  three  for  the 
month.  "Stallion  Road"  will  be  shown 
on  March  17;  "Love  and  Learn," 
March  24,  and  "The  Two  Mrs.  Car- 
rolls,"  March  31. 


16>*M    SHORTS 
WA  NTE  D 

One  of  the  World's  largest  16MM 
Distributors  wants  Musicals,  Musical 
Sequences,  Comedies  and  Unusual 
Sound   Shorts   —    100   Ft.   to   400   Ft. 

—  Outright  Sale  or  Royalty  — 

MOVIE  NEWSREELS 

1426    N.    Wilcox    Ave.    —    Hollywood 


AMPA,  through  its  preside 
Rutgers  Xeilson,  has  come  out  opp 
ing  the  Wilson-Condon  censors 
bill  via  dispatch  of  a  telegram 
Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey. 


IS.  Y.  THEATOJ 

-ML 


■=-RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

■  Rockefeller  Center 

■  Spencer  TRACY,  Katharine  HEPBURN 
I  Robert   WALKER,    Melvyn    DOUGLA 

I     "THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
.    SPECTACULAR    STAGE     PRESENTATION 


to  Z3  EH 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 
THARA  -  WALTER  SLEZAr 


Sinbad  the  Sailor  ^ 

//V  GOXG£0(/S  T£C//*V/C0£O#  y 


SaSfj     ON  SCREEN 

1st  N.Y.  Showing! 
I\ 


igl   DENNIS  O'KEEFE 


IN  PERSON 

MAX  BAER 

AND 

SLAPSY  MAXII 
R0SENBL00S 


"CALIFORNIA" 

IN   TECHNICOLOR 

A   Paramount   Picture  Starring 

RAY  BARBARA  BARRY 

MILLAND        STANWYCK         FITZGERALI 

A  John   Farrow   Production 

Rivoli  Theater  Doors  Opei 

B'way    &    49th    St.  9:30  A.M. 


^  Paillette  GorMarrJ 
"~*a  Fred  MacMurray 
Suddenly 
It's  Sprmj 


JOHHfiy  LOWS 

-*«D  MIS  ORCMESttZ* 

JOAN  WWAWS 
BUDDY  ES7ER 


'THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR" — 

N.   Y.   FILM   CRITICS 


I  he  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Continuous  (     A    CTAD 
Performance     X\l3   X    KJI\. 


I-WAY  1 1 
45*  ST 


Betty  GRABLE 


Dick  HAYMES 


"THE  SHOCKING  MISS  PILGRIM1 

A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture  in  Technicoto 

Plus  On  Stage      •      PETER  LORRE 
GIL  LAMB      •      Extra!   EVELYN  KNIGH1 

ROXY75Uvse;&__ 
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pardon  my  blushes! 


WHEN  M-G-M's  "THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 
FOLLOWS  M-G-M's  "THE  YEARLING" 
AT  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL- 


M"U"IVI  proudly  cherishes  the 
honor  of  showing  three  of  its  out- 
standing attractions  in  a  row  at 
the  world-famed  Radio  City  Music 
Hall.  "Till  The  Clouds  Roll  By" 
was  followed  by  "The  Yearling", 
and  now  a  new  M-G-M  hit, 
"The  Sea  of  Grass".  It  is  a  mark  of 
distinction  for  a  motion  picture  to 
be  selected  for  exhibition  at  the 
Music  HalL— and  three-in-a-row 
is  a  record  for  which  M-G-M  is 
deeply  grateful  to  the  Music  Hall 
and  its  patrons. 


"THE 
YEARLING 


// 


IN  TECHNICOLOR 

GREGORY  PECK 

JANE  WYMAN 

CLAUDE  JARMAN,  JR. 


AND  NOW  A    NEW  M-G-M   HIT! 


SPENCER 


KATHARINE 


ROBERT 


MELVYN 


1WCr*  HBtBURN  *  ftALkft  *1>0U61AS 

"THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 


EXTRA!  "The  Sea  of 
Grass"  selected  by  Louella 
Parsons  in  Cosmopolitan 
Magazine  as  Movie  of  the 
Month !  (Left)  Advance 
New  York  newspaper  ad 
prior  to  opening  of  "The 
Sea  of  Grass." 


C/^WULY: 
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Numerous  Errors  Claimed  in  "Big  Five"  Appea, 


Industry  Attorneys  Feel 
High  Court  Will  Not  Hear 
Arguments  Before  Fall 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  New  York   Statutory  Court  de- 
cree of  Dec.  31. 

Appeal  took  the  form  of  a  joint 
statement  by  all  five  theater  owning 
defendants,  supplemented  by  two 
sets  of  Assignments  of  Errors,  one 
filed  by  Loew's,  20th-Fox,  RKO  and 
Warners,  and  the  other  by  Para- 
mount alone. 

Paramount,  in  its  separate  Assign- 
ment of  _  Errors,  seeks  additionally 
the  elimination  of  competitive  bid- 
ding, the  ban  upon  the  conditioning 
of  the  licensing  of  one  feature  upon 
another,  and  the  20  per  cent  cancella- 
tion clause. 

All  defendants  attacked  the 
Court  for  "failing  to  permit  the 
consent  decree  to  remain  in 
effect  as  final  determination"  of 
the  conflict  between  them  and 
the  Government. 

The  joint  petition  protests  the 
Court's  enjoinment  against  the  de- 
fendants from  continuing  to  hold 
interests  in  a  theater  with  an  inde- 
pendent unless  that  interest  be  more 
than  95  per  cent  or  less  than  five 
per  cent.  Such  prohibition,  it  is  con- 
tended, is  not  justified  by  the  trial  of 
any  issue  contended  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  contested  during  the  hear- 
ings. 

In    its    challenge    of    the    Court's 
prohibition  against  further  acquisi- 
tion of  theaters,  the  defendants  point 
out  that  in  the  opinion  handed  down 
in   June   of   last   year,   the   Justices 
stated  that  the  divestiture  provision 
applying  to  joint  interests  "shall  not 
prevent    a    defendant    from    acquir- 
ing theaters  or  interests  therein  in 
order  to  protect  its  investments,  or 
in  order  to  enter  a  competitive  field." 
Contending  that  the  owner  of 
a  copyrighted  motion  picture  has 
a    direct    interest    in    admission 
prices  during  the  exhibition  of  a 
licensed  feature,  the  defendants 
call  upon  the  Supreme  Court  to 
recognize  their  right  to  fix  mini- 
mum   prices.     They   insist    that 
without  this  right,  the  produc- 
tion   of    occasional    costly    fea- 


Bugs  Bunny  Figures 
In  Bescue  Operation 

"What's  up,  Doc?" 

Up,  is  an  ATC  C-54,  the  one  that 
figured  in  the  dramatic  rescue  of 
the  crew  of  a  B-29  on  Greenland. 
The  ship  has  "Bug's  Bunny,"  War- 
ners' outstanding  advocate  of  the 
Stanislavki  Method  (Don't  act  like 
a  rabbit,  be  a  rabbit)  as  its  insignia. 
But  for  this  trip  he  was  swathed  in 
furs,  in  addition  to  natural  coat,  and 
wore  skis. 

To  the  crew,  decorations. 

To  B.  Bunny,  a  carrot. 


ERRORS  CITED  IN  COURT  APPEAL 


Assignment  of  Errors  filed  by  Loew's,  Warners,  20th-Fox  and  RKO  in  their  ap- 
peal from  N.  Y.  equity  suit  decree  included  claims  that  the  Statutory  Court  erred: 

1.  In  enjoining  the  defendants  from  fixing  minimum  admission  prices. 

2.  In  failing  to  conclude  that  a  defendant  has  the  right  under  the  Copyright  law  to 
fix  admission  prices. 

3.  In  finding  that  the  defendants'  licenses  are  price-fixing  arrangements. 

4.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  control  prices. 

5.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  have  a  definite  interest  in  keeping  up  prices  in 
territories  where  they  own  theaters. 

6.  In  finding  that  there  was  a  system  which  presupposed  a  fixing  of  prices  by  all 
parties  concerned  in  all  competitive  areas. 

7.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  showed  intent  in  agreements  entered  into  to  main- 
tain admission   prices  at  artificial   levels. 

8.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  engaged  among  themselves  in  a  national  system  to 
fix  prices. 

9.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  acquiesced  in  the  establishment  of  a  price-fixing 
system  and  conspired  with  one  another  to  maintain  prices. 

10.  In  finding  that  an  effective  system  of  price  control  in  which  the  distributor  and 
its  licensees  knowingly  take  part  has  been  erected  by  licenses  between  defendants  and 
exhibitors. 

11.  In  finding  that  differentials  in  admission  prices  in  the  same  competitive  area 
were  calculated   or  intended  by  the  defendants. 

12.  In  concluding  that  the  defendants  violated  the  Sherman  Act  in  acquiescing  in  the 
establishment  of  a  price  fixing  system  by  conspiring  with  one  another  to  maintain  ad- 
mission prices. 

13.  In  concluding  that  the  defendants  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by  conspiring  with 
one  another  to  maintain  a  nationwide  system  of  fixed  admission  prices  and  agreeing 
individually  with  their  respective  licensees  to  fix  prices. 

14.  In  failing  to  conclude  that  a  defendant  had  a  right  under  the  Copyright  Law  to 
agree  with  its  licensee  to  a  minimum  admission  price  on  roadshows. 

15.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  have  acquiesced  to  a  uniform  system  of  clear- 
ances and  maintained  unreasonable  clearances  to  the  prejudice  of  independents. 

16.  In  finding  that  the  distributor-defendants  acted  in  concert  in  the  formation  of 
a  uniform  system  of  clearances  and  that  the  exhibitor  defendants  have  acquiesced  in 
such  a  system. 

17.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  acted  in  concert  in  their  grant  of  run  and  clear- 
ance. 

18.  In  enjoining  distributor-defendants  from  agreeing  with  each  other  or  with  exhibi- 
tors or  other  distributors  to  maintain  a  system  of  clearances. 

19.  In  decreeing  that  the  burden  shall  be  upon  the  distributor  in  the  event  of 
litigation    involving  clearance. 

~>ft  In  finding  that  the  defendants  established  a  fixed  scale  of  clearances,  runs  and 
admission  prices  to  which  independent  distributors  and  exhibitors  were  obliged  to  con- 
form. 

21.  In  concluding  that  the  defendants  have  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by  conspiring 
with  each  other  to  maintain  a  nationwide  svstem  of  runs  and  clearances. 

22.  In  concluding  that  the  exhibitor-defendants  have  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by 
conspiring  to  fix  admission  prices,  runs  and  clearances,  and  by  conspiring  to  discrim- 
inate against  independent  competitors. 

23.  In  finding  that  the  defendants  discriminated  against  small  independent  exhibitors 
in  f*vnr  of  large  affiliated  and  unaffiliated  circuits. 

24.  In  concluding  that  the  distributor-defendants  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by  agree- 
ing with  their  licensees  to  grant  discriminatory  privileges  to  affiliated  and  large  circuits. 

25.  In  finding  that  joint  interests  of  exhibitor-defendants  and  indeoendent  exhibitors 
enabled  them  to  ODerate  theaters  collectively  rather  than  competitively. 

26.  In  finding  that  the  defpndants  eliminated  competition  in  situations  where  they 
-...„  H,ea(-ers  jointly  with  an  independent  exhibitor. 

27.  In   concluding  that  the  defendants  violated   the  Sherman   Act  operating   theaters 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


tures.  from  which  the  investment 
can  be  recovered   only  bv  road- 
showine  will  be  impossible   and 
"the  public  will   be  deprived  of 
the  entertainment  value  of  the 
exceptional   motion   picture." 
It  is  also  requested'  by  all  of  the 
apnealing  parties  that  the  system  of 
arbitration   established   by  the   con- 
sent decree  be  continued.    That  the 
Court  has  the  power  to  set  up  such 
a    system,    the    petition    states,    is 
borne  out  bv  the  decision  in  the  case 
of  United  States  v.  Swift  &  Co. 

Both  Assignments  of  Errors 
charge  the  Statutory  Court  with 
having  erred  in  not  permitting  the 
consent  decree  to  stand.  The  in- 
clusion   of   this    point   gave   rise   to 


much  speculation  on  whether  in  their 
argument  before  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  defendants  would  ask  for  a  simi- 
lar consent  decree.  In  drawing  up 
their  final  brief,  however,  attorneys 
for  the  defendants  are  not  bound  to 
argue  all  of  the  specific  errors 
charged  in  their  petition  yesterday. 
With  appeals  now  filed  by  all 
parties  to  the  suit,  industrv  attor- 
neys were  of  the  opinion  that  the 
high  Court  would  not  hear  argu- 
ments before  the  Fall  session.  One 
attorney  pointed  out  that  with  the 
current  heavy  demands  upon  the 
printers  who  must  reproduce  a 
voluminous  record  for  this  case,  it 
may  well  be  that  hearings  will  be 
postponed  until  the  Spring  of  1948. 


"Big  Five"  Raises  4 
Substantial  Points 

(Continued  from  Page  1)  -- 
tion  and  to  preserve  thetftVic 
tical  advantages  of  the  tribunal! 
created  by  the  consent  decree.' 

2.  Claiming  the  licensor  has  ai 
immediate  and  direct  interest  ii 
the  admission  prices  charged 
appeal  stated  "The  Decree  de 
prives  him  of  the  right,  which  h» 
has  under  the  Copyright  Laws 
and  the  common  law,  to  protect 
his  interest  by  contracts. . .  .  Th< 
prohibition,  imposed  by  th( 
Court,  has  particular  effect  ir 
the  case  of  a  feature  of  unusua 
cost,  where  it  is  necessary  U , 
'roadshow'  the  production  a' 
specified  admission  price. . . .  Tin 
Decree  as  drawn  will  prevent  th< 
production  in  the  future  of  sucl 
occasional  and  unusually  costlj 
features,  since  their  productioi  i 
costs  can  only  be  recovered  bj 
roadshow  exhibitions." 

3.  On  the  question  of  th< 
Court's  enjoining  the  five  exhib 
itor-defendants  from  continuing 
to  own  interests  with  an  indi< 
unless  the  interest  is  five  pei 
cent  or  less,  or  95  per  cent  oi 
more,  defendants  held:  "The  de 
cision  of  the  District  Court  pro 
hibiting  the  continuation  of  ar 
rangements  between  a  defendani 
and  an  independent  exhibitor  foi 
the  joint  ownership  or  operatior 
of  a  theater  did  not  result  fron 
the  trial  of  any  issue  tendered  b} 
the  plaintiff  or  contested  during 
the  hearings.  Therefore  there  is 
no  justification  for  the  portions 
of  the  Decree  which  condemr 
such  theater  interests  held  witli 
independent  exhibitors.  In  this 
respect,  the  Decree  is  contrary 
to  the  decision  in  Hartford-Em- 
pire Co.  vs.  U.  S." 

4.  Holding  that  to  enjoin  tht 
theater-owning  defendants  from 
expanding  present  theater  hold- 
ings, except  for  the  limited  pur- 
pose of  acquiring,  if  approved  bj 
the  court,  a  co-owners'  interesl 
in  theaters,  "stands  as  a  barriei 
to  healthy  growth  on  a  competi- 
tive basis  and  does  not  permit 
future  acquisitions  even  'af tei ! 
an  affirmative  showing  that  sucl 
acquisition  will  not  unreasonablj 
restrain  competition.'  It  is,  there 
fore  far  more  restrictive  thar! 
the  decree  directed  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  U.  S.  vs.  Crescent; 
Amusement  Co." 


f  Efnme  touch 


AGNES  CANNON,   cashier,  Monogram,   Friscc 
NANCYLEE  SADLER,   secretary   to  Mel   Hulli' ! 

Monogram,  Frisco. 
VERA    ROBINSON,    availibility    clerk,    Repul 

Charlotte. 
EM  ELY   CAVANAUGH,   booker-secretary.   Rep 

lie,  Charlotte. 
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Recommend  N.  Y. 
ile  Ticket  Tax 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

.jred  by  the  committee  is  not  dis- 
ced but  it  may  be  either  five  or 
oer  cent,  it  was  reported, 
he  admissions  tax  in  all  prob- 
ity will  be  one  of  several  levies 
h'  Vmmittee's  program. 
.  «  -Jkpected  by  some  legislators 
t  the  program  would  revise  in- 
sist in  and  build  support  for  an 
iembly  bill  for  a  State  sales  tax 
Ln  alternative.  The  Assembly  bill 
.ponsored  by  Assemblyman  Clel- 
m  S.  Forsythe,  Rep.,  of  Onondaga. 


;  &+\  DAILY 


een  Opposes  Measures 
House  Labor  Confabs 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

sdictional  strikers  should  lose  col- 
ive  bargaining  rights  until  they 
jam  to  work,  the  employer  in  such 
ies  being  the  injured  party. 
Ireen  indicated  it  was  up  to  labor 
put  its  house  in  order.  Max 
'  wabe,  Rep.,  Mo.,  said  his  mail  in- 
ited  people  want  Congress  to  do 
:  job. 



;ker,  Silverstein  Upped 

■  Loew's  International 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

vid  Lewis  in  the  region  of  Europe, 
'rth  Africa,  Egypt  and  the  Middle 

1st;    Silverstein,    with    Eddie    F. 

vonnor,  regional  director  for  the 

■  East. 


ERRORS  CITED  IN  COURT  APPEAL 


(Continued  from  Page  4) 


issell,  Capra,  "Years" 
aoice  of  H'wood  FCA 

■  est  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
lollywood — Rosalind  Russell  last 
lht  was  named  the  best  actress  of 
:6  by  the  Hollywood  Foreign  Cor- 
pondents  Association  at  its  annual 
ner  attended  by  more  than  300 
respondents  and  industry  leaders. 
ttiss  Russell  was  cited  for  her 
•trayal  in  "Sister  Kenny."  Frank 
pra  was  singled  out  as  the  year's 
It  director  for  "It's  a  Wonderful 

IJe,"  while  Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The 
t  Years  of  Our  Lives"  was  chosen 

.;  the  year's   best  film.    All  three 
tures  are  RKO  releases. 


lolph  Mandell  Rites 

■  facksonville,  Fla.  —  Adolph  Man- 
Jl,  61,  treasurer  of  the  St.  John 
,  eater,  was  laid  to  rest  in  Temple 
.netery. 


STORK  REPORTS 


with  each  other  and  with  independents  through  profit-sharing  leases. 

28.  In  enjoining  the  defendants  from  continuing  to  perform  existing  agreements  with 
exhibitors  who  are  not  defendants. 

29.  In  enjoining  the  defendants  from  continuing  to  own  or  further  acquiring  interest 
in  a  theater  in  conjunction  with  an  independent,  unless  that  interest  be  less  than  five 
per  cent  or  greater  than  95  per  cent. 

30.  In  enjoining  the  defendants  from  expanding  their  present  theater  holdings. 

31.  In  denying  the  defendants'  motion  for  permission  to  acquire  theaters  or  interests 
therein  in  order  to  protect  their  investments  or  enter  a  competitive  field. 

32.  In  denying  the  defendants'  motion  to  amend  a  Conclusion  of  Law  which  charges 
them  with  conspiracy  to  discriminate  against  independent  competitors. 

33.  In   not  decreeing  that  a  defendant   might  retain   a   partial    interest   in   a   theater 
ioup  ot  theaters  if  the  relationship  did  not  unreasonably  restrain  competition. 

34.  In  decreeing  that  the  arbitration  provisions  of  the  consent  decree  were  no  longer 
in  rorce,  and  in  failing  to  permit  the  said  consent  decree  to  remain  in  effect. 

35.  In  failing  to  decree  that  disputes  arising  under  the  Decree  should  be  determined 
by  arbitration. 

36.  In  denying  the  defendants'  motion  to  dismiss  the  petition  and  complaint  and  to 
strike  exhibits  and  evidence. 

37.  In  that  part  of  Finding  No.  154  that  states  that  there  were  illegalities  and  re- 
straints. 

38.  In  finding  and  concluding  that  the  defendants  violated  the  Sherman  Act  in  the 
respects  assigned  as  error. 

39.  In  making  and  entering  so  much  of  the  Decree  as  is  herein  appealed  from. 
Paramount's  separate  petition  cited  substantially  the  same  errors  as  above,  with 

the  following  additions: 

1.  In  enjoining  the  defendants  from  entering  into  any  license  in  which  the  right  to 
exhibit  one  feature  is  conditioned  upon  the  licensee's  taking  one  or  more  other  fea- 
tures. 

2.  In  decreeing  that  the  defendants  should  give  the  licensee  the  right  to  reject  20 
per  cent  of  features  not  tradeshown  prior  to  the  granting  of  the  license. 

3.  In  enjoining  the  defendants  from  licensing  in  the  future  any  feature  for  exhibition 
in  a  theater  not  its  own  in  any  manner  except  by  the  method  prescribed  by  the  competi- 
tive bidding  provisions. 

4.  In  concluding  that  the  defendants  violated  the  Sherman  Act  by  conditioning  the 
offer  of  a  license  for  one  film  upon  the  acceptance  by  the  licensee  of  one  or  more 
copyrighted  films. 


50  Reissues  Lined  Up 
For  Kay  Film  Exchanges 


'Boston — A  fourth  child,  a  boy,  was 
;pa  to  Mrs.  Tom  O'Brien,  wife  of 
%  Columbia  sales  manager  here,  at 
ulkner  Hospital. 

Lite,  la. — A  daughter,  Sandra,  was 
-n  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Mahoney. 
,  ther  owns  the  Star  Theater. 


"Re-issues  are  filling  the  gap 
opened  by  the  current  product  short- 
age," Ike  Katz,  who  with  his  broth- 
ers, Harry  and  David,  operate  the 
Kay  Film  Exchanges,  told  The  Film 
Daily  prior  to  his  departure  for 
Atlanta  yesterday. 

In  New  York  to  line  up  outstand- 
ing revivals  for  distribution  through 
existing  exchanges  in  Atlanta,  New 
Orleans,  Memphis,  Charlotte  and 
Washington,  Katz  revealed  plans  for 
a  national  group  of  31  offices  which 
he  hopes  to  have  opened  by  the  end 
"of  this  year.  Efforts  will  also  be 
made  to  tie  up  with  independent  pro- 
ducers of  lower-budget  features  and 
westerns  for  distribution  of  their 
product.  To  this  end,  the  brothers 
will  attend  the  forthcoming  Variety 
convention  in  Los  Angeles  at  which 
time  they  will  endeavor  to  sign  con- 
tracts. ,, 

Katz  stated  that  he  has  already 
obtained  franchises  for  about  50  re- 
issues. "They  are  proving  very 
popular  not  only  among  young  peo- 
ple who  have  grown  up  since  the 
pix  were  first  released,  but  among 
the  vast  new  audience  of  people  who 
never  went  to  the  movies  before," 
Katz  said.  "The  war  created  a  sig- 
nificantly wider  audience  base." 


Rivkin  Signs  Contract 
With  Independent  Artists 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Allen  Rivkin  has  been 
signed  to  a  producer-writer  contract 
by  Independent  Artists,  Inc.,  it  is 
announced  by  President  Fredrick 
Brisson,  and  will  report  immediately 
to  the  RKO  Radio  studio  for  his  first 
assignment.  Rivkin  recently  collab- 
orated with  Laura  Kerr  on  the 
screenplay  of  RKO  Radio's  "The 
Farmer's  Daughter."  Independent 
Artists  is  headed  by  Brisson,  Rosa- 
lind Russell  and  Dudley  Nichols. 


"Open  City"  Gross 
Above  $3,000,000 


Nationwide  b.  o.  take  of  prize-win- 
ning Italian  film,  "Open  City,"  has 
exceeded  $3,000,000,  Joseph  Burstyn, 
partner  of  Mayer  and  Burstyn,  dis- 
tributors of  the  film,  told  The  Film 
Daily  as  the  World  Theater  cele- 
brated its  first  anniversary  in  the 
showing  of  the  film. 

Gross  receipts  for  the  World  The- 
ater alone  exceeded  $400,000,  Bur- 
styn revealed.  He  also  added  that 
because  of  its  phenomenal  success, 
several  of  the  majors  have  booked 
"Open  City."  He  cited  contracts 
with  Fox  Inter-Mountain,  Interstate, 
B  &  K,  as  well  as  WB  booking  for 
Philly  territory. 

Within  three  months,  Burstyn  ex- 
pects to  have  about  150  prints  of  the 
film  circulating  across  the  land.  At 
the  moment  he  has  70  prints  in  dis- 
tribution at  15  exchanges. 


McCormick  Extends  Stay 

S.  Barret  McCormick,  RKO  direc- 
tor of  publicity  and  advertising,  has 
extended  his  current  Hollywood  visit 
and  will  return  here  March  10. 


Maude  Lamy  N.  Y.  Debut 

Mademoiselle  Maude  Lamy,  se- 
lected Miss  Cinemonde  in  a  French 
beauty  contest,  was  tendered  a  re- 
ception last  night  by  Paramount  at 
the  Sherry  Netherland  Hotel.  Trade 
and  metropolitan  press  reps,  were 
on  hand  to  greet  the  French  actress. 
Also  attending  from  Para,  were:  C. 
N.  Odell,  Paul  Ackerman,  Gordon 
Swarthout,  Mary  Butler,  Linda  Salz- 
berger,  Edith  Talcott,  Ed  Sullivan, 
Vincent  Trotta  and  Lou  Pelegrine. 
Today  Mile.  Lamy  will  visit  Mayor 
O'Dwyer  and  leaves  for  the  Coast 
tomorrow. 


Mother  of  Joseph  Felder  Dead 

Funeral  services  were  held  for  the 
mother    of   Joseph   J.    Felder,    vice- 
president    of    Favorite    Films    Corp. 
'and  Astor  Film  Exchange. 


UA  Pittsburgh  Meeting 
Will  Open  Today 

Pittsburgh — UA  will  hold  a  re- 
gional sales  meeting  in  the  William 
Penn  Hotel  here  today  through 
Sunday.  Attending  these  meetings 
will  be:  Edward  Raftery,  president; 
J.  J.  Unger,  general  sales  manager; 
Edward  M.  Schnitzer,  Eastern  divi- 
sion manager;  Abe  Dickstein,  assis- 
tant Eastern  division  manager;  Mark 
Silver,  Atlantic  district  manager, 
and  Moe  Dudelson,  district  manager, 
together  with  the  entire  sales  or- 
ganizations, branch  managers  and 
salesmen  of  the  Pittsburgh,  Phila- 
delphia, Washington,  Cleveland,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Detroit  branches.  The 
meetings  will  conclude  with  a  cock- 
tail party  at  6  p.m.,  followed  by 
dinner  at  7  p.m.  Forthcoming  releas- 
es will  be  shown  in  the  Harris 
screening  room  in  the  Hotel  William 
Penn  during  the  first  three  days  of 
the  meet. 


"Egg"  Proceeds  to  Variety  Club 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Proceeds  of  a  special 
pre-release  showing  of  Universal-In- 
ternational's "The  Egg  and  I"  will 
go  to  the  Heart  Fund  of  Variety 
Club  Tent  25's  Premature  -  Birth 
Clinic  project  at  Cedars  of  Lebanon 
Hospital.  Showing  will  be  at  the 
Carthay  Circle  Theater  on  March  21. 


Paramount  Cut  Price 
Policy  Draws  Crowds 

Robert  M.  Weitman,  director  of 
the  Para.  Theater,  announced  yester- 
day that  the  55-cent  opening  price 
for  "Suddenly  It's  Spring"  brought 
out  a  crowd  of  1,500  patrons  waiting 
on  line  when  the  doors  opened;  5,- 
300  had  entered  the  theater  by 
11  a.m.  A  one  o'clock  check  showed 
8,100  attendance,  outdistancing  last 
year's  one  p.m.  peak  of  5,700  for 
"Blue  Skies,"  by  2,700. 
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Pending  Final  Decree 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
national  groups  to  send  delegates 
have  been  graifyingly  enthusiastic 
and  that  the  organization  is  now 
more  convinced  than  ever  that  the 
idea  of  the  forum  is  good  and  sound 
and  that  the  necessity  for  it  is  acute. 


Robert  Young  to  Speak 
At  Press  Club  Dinner 


Robert  R.  Young,  chairman  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  board  and  the 
power  behind  Pathe  Industries, 
Eagle-Lion  and  PRC,  will  address 
the  sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Over- 
seas Press  Club  of  America,  to  be 
held  Tuesday  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel.  More  than  1,000  war  and  for- 
eign correspondents  and  their  guests 
from  newsreels,  radio  networks, 
newspapers  and  wire  services  will 
attend. 

Other  speakers  scheduled  include 
Hector  McNeill,  Minister  of  State 
for  Great  Britain,  who  arrives  in  this 
country  tomorrow  to  head  the  U.  K. 
delegation  on  the  UN  Security  Coun- 
cil; Sen.  Chan  Gurney,  chairman  of 
the  Senate  Armed  Services  Commit- 
tee; Sen.  Warren  Austin,  head  of 
the  U.  S.  delegation  to  the  UN;  An- 
drei I.  Gromyko,  USSR  representa- 
tive to  UN;  Frank  Gervasi,  of  Col- 
lier's, and  William  L.  Shirer  of  CBS. 

Jack  Levien  of  Pathe  Newsreel 
and  a  member  of  the  dinner  commit- 
tee, is  in  charge  of  newsreel  camera- 
men who  will  cover  the  event. 


Sunday  Movie  Question 
Raised  in  Easton,  Md. 


Easton,  Md. — The  question  of  Sun- 
day movies  has  sharply  divided  Eas- 
ton and  Talbot  County.  Nothing  in 
recent  years  has  created  as  much 
discussion  and  dissension  as  the  re- 
cent announcement  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  group  of  citizens  to  solicit 
signatures  to  a  petition  asking  the 
Maryland  Legislature  to  pass  a  law 
permitting  the  showing  of  motion 
pictures  on  Sunday. 


Pittsfield  Tax  Rate  Up  $7 

Pittsfield,  Mass.  —  Theater  owners 
here  are  faced  with  a  jumn  of  $7  per 
thousand  in  their  1947  tax  rate, 
Mayor  James  Fallon  has  disclosed,  in 
submitting  a  record  $4,000,000  bud- 
get to  the  City  Council.  New  rate 
will  probably  be  set  at  $47. 


SERD  BIRTHDAY 
GREETIMS  TO: 

Feb.  27 

Joan    Bennett  Albert  Deane 

David    Sarnoff  Franchot   Tone 

Ian  Keith  A.   A.   Shubart 

Reginald    Gardiner  Elizabeth   Taylor 


ID  REUJ  inDUSTRV  POSTS 


VAUGHN  O'NEILL,  manager,  Loew's  Ohio, 
Cleveland. 

JACK  FULLER,  formerly  manager  of  Five  Point* 
Theater,  Columbia,  to  booking  department, 
Wilby-Kincey   Service   Corp.,   Charlotte. 

GEORGE  E.  WILLIAMS,  formerly  house  manager 
of  Carolina,  Spartanburg,  to  manager,  Five 
Points   Theater,   Columbia. 

ROBSRT  CURRIER,  manager,  Des  Plaines  The- 
ater,  Des   Plaines,    III. 

SAM  DEUTCH,  office  manager,  Universal,  Oma- 
ha, transferred  from  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

ALLAN  KOHAN,  general  director  of  adver- 
tising, publicity  and  exploitation  for  R. 
D.   Goldberg  Theaters,  Omaha. 

DONALD  WALKER,  exploiteer,  Warner  Brothers, 
Omaha. 


MORT  EICHENBERG,  JR.,  salesman,  Columbia, 
Omaha. 

PINKY  MclLAVAINE,  RKO-Brandeis  Theater, 
Omaha. 

GENE  MARANZINO,  booker.  Fox  Intermountain 
Theaters,    transferred    to   Salt   Lake   City. 

E.  L.  BELFIELD,  special  rep.  Alexander  Smith 
Carpet  Co.,  moved  from  Salt  Lake  City  to 
Denver,  succeeding  Tom  O'Connell,  moved 
to   Boston. 

VERNON  BURNS,  manager,  Roxy  and  Clinton 
Theaters,    Frankfort,    Ind. 

WILLIAM  R.  PILOT,  manager,  Colonial,  South- 
ington,  Conn. 

LEO  SCHRANK,  assistant  manager,  Linden  The- 
ater,   Brooklyn. 

PATRICK   BECK,    RKO   salesman,   N.    J. 


NCCJ  Contributions  Top  1946 

Industry  $100,000  Quota  Easy  Mark 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 


hardly  ended,  he  added,  and  in  the 
same  metropolitan  area,  526  people 
have  already  contributed  $55,933;  62 
more  members  are  expected  to  bring 
the  total  up  to  $61,218.  Weinstock 
felt  sure  that  the  film  folk  of  New 
York  would  easily  meet  the  industry 
quota  of  $100,000. 

Dr.  Everett  R.  Clinchy,  president 
of  the  NCCJ  told  the  assembled  in- 
dustry leaders  that  he  was  deeply 
moved  by  their  sincere  co-operation 
not  only  in  making  the  Brotherhood 
Week  drive  an  unprecedented  success 

General  Rodney  Smith,  MPTOA's 
exec,  director,  made  a  pertinent  point 
on  the  importance  of  NCCJ's  aims 
when  he  said:  "No  defense  against 
the  atom  bomb,  except  brotherhood." 

in  its  14-year  history,  but  also  for 
their  year-round  support  of  NCCJ. 
Spyros  Skouras,  20th-Fox's  prexy 
and  national  chairman  of  the  indus- 
try division,  in  thanking  the  as- 
semblage for  its  co-operation,  re- 
marked: "I  have  lots  of  debts  to 
the  United  States  and  I  don't  have 
enough  money  to  pay."  He  added 
that  the  least  he  could  do  to  show 
his  appreciation  to  his  adopted  coun- 
try was   to   devote   his    energies   to 


such  worthy  causes  as  Brotherhood 
Week  and  NCCJ. 

ATA's  Robert  W.  Coyne,  co-direc- 
tor of  the  campaign  action  commit- 
tee, predicted  that  the  goal  of  250,000 
members  would  be  met  even  though 
the  campaign  had  gotten  under  way 
without  the  customary  preparation 
that  a  nationwide  drive  requires. 

Tom  J.  Connors,  20th-Fox  sales 
veepee,  reporting  as  distribution 
chairman,  noted  that  Eastman  Kodak 
had  donated  raw  stock  to  make  5,000 
Brotherhood  Week  trailers  in  addi- 
tion to  another  5,000.  He  thanked 
newsreel  editors  for  their  co-opera- 
tion in  including  the  trailers  in  the 
reels,  as  well  as  exhibitors,  sales 
managers,  branch  managers  and 
salesmen. 

Others  who  reported  on  their  com- 
mittees respective  assignments 
were:  Roger  F-erri  on  house  organs; 
Ed  Solomon  on  publicity;  Emil 
Friedlander  on  the  allied  entertain- 
ment fields;  Arthur  Israel  on  Para- 
mount; Malcolm  Kingsberg  on  RKO 
Theaters;  Leon  Bamberger  on  RKO 
Exchanges;  Sam  Rosen  on  Fabian 
Theaters;  William  White  on  Skouras 
Theaters;  Harry  Greenman  on  the 
Capitol  Theater,  and  Sam  Shain  on 
20th-Fox's  h.   o. 


Allen  Park  Suit  Trial 
Put  Off  Until  Spring 


Detroit — Trial  of  the  suit  brought 
against  United  Detroit  Theaters  and 
the  eight  major  companies  by  Nicho- 
las George,  doing  business  as  the 
Allen  Park  Theater,  has  been  set 
over  for  the  Spring  term  of  Federal 
Court.  Suit  was  originally  set  for 
trial  this  week  but  has  been  post- 
poned because  of  pressure  of  sched- 
ules. 


Kumin  Joins  Cagney  Productions 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Appointment  of  Irv- 
ing Kumin  as  executive  in  charge  of 
Talent  for  Cagney  Productions,  is 
announced  by  William  Cagney.  Ku- 
min resigned  Jan.  1  as  talent  execu- 
tive for  Warners  after  a  15-year 
association  with  that  company. 


Nat'l  UNESCO  Confab  to 
Study  Promotion  Program 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
UNESCO's  program  for  promoting 
international  understanding  through 
schools,  radio,  press,  films,  and  in- 
ternational co-operation  by  scholars 
and  scientists. 


Willingham  Dies  in  St.  Louis 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
held  yesterday  for  Jay  Frank  Wil- 
lingham, 51,  recently  retired  as 
M-G-M  branch  manager,  who  died  at 
his  home  here  Tuesday.  He  joined 
M-G-M  in  1923  as  a  booker,  after 
service  with  World,  Select,  American 
Releasing  and  Selznick.  Survivors 
include  his  wife,  the  former  Cumi 
Louise  McCutcheon,  and  a  son. 


ATA  Appeals  Court': 
Denial  of  Petition 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
nature  of  Justice  Henry  W.  Godc 
Appeal  will  be  formally  filed  to 
ATA's  petition  to  the  higher  c: 
claims   the   following   errors,  in 
Statutory  Court's  action: 

1.  Denying   ATA   leave 
vene; 

2.  Denying  ATA  the  right  to 
intervening    petition;     limiting 
ATA    action    to    a   brief    of    ami 
curiae. 

3.  Failure  to  grant  relief  asked  i 

4.  Erred  in  decreeing  competi 
bidding  as  method  of  selling. 

The  appeal  also  maintains  that 
interests    of    the    independent    "w| 
not  represented  in  the  trial  and  t 
the  decree  "will  drastically  rest 
their  (ATA)  access  to  the  films 
cessary  to  operate  their  theaters 
it  will  likewise  impair  the  compet ' 
position,  which  many  of  these  t 
aters  hold  in  the  industry." 

Uphold  Rights  of  Indie 

Petition    states    further    that 
decree   "compels  the  buyers   in 
film    market    to    submit    to    mar: 
regulations    imposed    by     the    c 
certed  action  of  sellers  who  cont 
a  substantial  part  of  the  supply. 

ATA  charges  that  the  decree  d£ 
ages    petitioners    in    that   they   v 
have  to  "buy  in  a  market  where 
supply  is  in  the  hands  of  a  few.  T. 
principal  suppliers  have  been  for 
guilty  of  conspiring  to  dominate 
market  and  eliminate  competition 
exhibition  .  .  .  the  relief  ordered 
the  court  is    to   induce   the  wroi 
doers,   in   control  of  the   supply,  j 
charge  all  the  traffic  will  bear." 

The     organization     also     oppo, 
those  provisions  which  authorize 
compel  major   distributors   to   brc 
off  established  relationships  with 
dependents,  which  have  no  taint 
illegality  whatever. 

22,000  Copies  of  Booklet 
Will  Outline  Foundation 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
let,  now  being  printed,  was  prepai 
following  recommendations  of  1 
temporary  public  relations  eomn: 
tee  following  the  organizatio: 
meeting  held  in  New  Orleans  in  I 
cember. 

Distribution  will  be  to  all  tl 
aters,  circuit  heads,  equipment  de 
ers,  exchanges,  home  offices  and  i 
ecutives  of  allied  industries.  Orgt 
ization  meetings  of  various  areas  i 
scheduled  to  take  place  in  Ap 
while  names  of  area  chairmen  v 
be  announced  in  a  few  days. 


SICK  LIST 


VAN  GILDER,  Chicago  theater  row 
surance  broker  is  confined  to  his  home 
arthritis. 

WILLIAM  STINEHART,  projectionist 
the  State,  Lake  Park,  la.,  was  burned  i 
booth  blaze. 
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IC  GROSSES  HIT  BLL-TlflK  IflDUSTRV  RECORD 

ohnston  Urges  Remedial  Int'i  Trade  Pact  Study 


bmits  Clauses  For 
meva  Consideration 
Forthcoming  Talks 


Holding  that  with  certain  excep- 
ts reciprocal  trade  agreements  be- 
pen  foreign  countries  and  the  U. 
iave  not  in  the  past  provided  ade- 
'vl.te  protection  for  the  film  indus- 
I  ,  Eric  A.  Johnston,  president  of 
MPAA    has    submitted    to    the 
4  nmittee  for  Reciprocity  Inf  orma- 
]i  a  statement  in  which  he  details 
many  problems  confronting  the 
ustry  in  international  commerce. 
Mn  six  points  Johnston  outlines  the 
ments  for  which  relief  is  sought 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


aud  Plus  Bicycling 
ills  Filed  in  Arizona 


fhoenix,  Ariz. — A  unique  situation, 
which     percentage     fraud     and 
ycling    claims    are    combined    for 
■  first  time,  arose  when  four  sep- 
;  ite  suits  were  filed  by  major  com- 
plies in  U.  S.  District  Court  nam- 
,;  Louis  F.  Long,  operating  some 
I  Arizona  theaters   named   in   the 
jpplaints  as  part  of  the  Louis  F. 
[pig    Theaters    Circuits.     Plaintiffs 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


.  S.  and  Soviet  Battle 
or  Agfa  Color  Process 


\\:shington  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

^Washington  —  A  behind-the-scenes 
ttle  over  use  and  development  of 
fe  Agfa  color-film  system  is  now 
ider  way  between  American  and 
rman  zones  of  occupation  in  Ger- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Springfield  Operators 
Hail  Indie  Newspaper 

Springfield,  Mass. — Theater  man- 
agers have  hailed  the  proposal  by  a 
special  "Citizens'  Committee"  that 
businessmen  here  establish  an  inde- 
pendent newspaper,  to  answer  the 
advertising  problem  created  by  the 
four-month-old  strike  which  has 
closed  down  the  city's  four  metro- 
politan dailies. 


Editorial 


State  Admissions  Tax 

.  .  .  It  Would  Be  Disastrous 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


Disclosure  by  THE  FILM  DAILY  yesterday  that  Governor  Dewey's  Special  Education 
Committee,  in  a  new  teachers'  salary  plan,  has  been  contemplating  a  proposal  for  a 
State  tax  on  theater  admissions,  is  a  matter  of  grave  industry  concern. 

Equally  menacing  is  the  prospect  that  in  lieu  of  a  state  admissions  tax  the  way  may 
be  legislatively  opened  for  the  imposition  of  such  taxes  by  localities. 

Either  would  be  a  major  threat  to  the  box  office  and  the  timing  could  hardly  be 
worse. 

Only  this  week,  one  of  Broadway's  leading  theaters,  the  New  York  Paramount,  found 
it  expedient  to  reduce  its  scales,  in  an  attempt  to  offset  sagging  attendance. 

Significantly,  the  reductions  were  made  in  the  scales  prevailing  during  the  hours  when 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Clearance  Big  Topic 
At  Warner  Meeting 

Clearance  was  the  main  topic  of 
the  preliminary  discussions  on  the 
new  methods  of  selling  pix  as  re- 
quired under  the  decree  at  yester- 
day's h.  o.  meeting  of  Warners  dis- 
trict managers. 

Ben  Kalmenson,  company  veepee 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 

U-I  Foreign  Meeting  Set 
For  Next  Month  in  Paris 


Universal-International  will  gather 
its  key  executives  from  Europe  and 
North  Africa  for  the  first  post-war 
sales  convention  to  be  held  in  Paris, 
March  31,  according  to  an  announce- 
ment by  Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  head 
of  foreign  operations. 

In  speaking  of  the  program  out- 
( Continued  on  Page  10) 


To  Fight  Proposed 
N.  Y.  Ticket  Tax 


Exhibitor  associations  are  rallying 
to  fight  the  imnosition  of  a  State 
admissions  tax  now  under  considera- 
tion, and  will  meet  this  afternoon  in 
the  office  of  the  American  Theaters 
Association  to  discuss  methods  of 
combating  the  threatened  legisla- 
tion. 

Representatives  from  the  Johnston 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Iowa  Bill  Would  Regulate 
And  License  Music  Groups 


Des  Moines — A  bill  to  license  and 
regulate  Ascap  and  other  copy- 
righted music  organizations  was  filed 
yesterday  in  the  Iowa  Legislature. 
Measure  would  require  filing  of 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Reveal  MOD  Contest  Winners 

7,600  Participants  in  1946  Drive 


Clark  to  Preside  at  PRC 
Meeting  of  District  Mgrs. 


Ralph  H.  Clark,  newly  appointed 
general  sales  manager  for  PRC,  will 
T^eside  at  a  two-day  meeting  of  the 
company's  district  managers  which 
begins  tomorrow  at  the  Hotel  War- 
wick. 

Meetings  will  be  devoted  to  dis- 
continued on  Page  7) 


$1,907,601,080  Indicated 
Figure  for  '46 — Almost 
$400  Million  Over  1945 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — Grosses  from  motion 
pictures  in  this  country  last  year 
reached  a  record  high  of  nearly 
$2,000,000,000,  it  was  estimated  yes- 
terday on  the  basis  of  official  Trea- 
sury Department  figures. 

A  compilation  of  the  figures  indi- 
cates a  total  gross  of  $1,907,601,080 
for  1946— nearly  $400,000,000  above 
1945  grosses  and  an  all-time  record 
for  the  industry. 

The  record-breaking  gross  is  based 
on   Federal  tax  collection   last  year 
of    $381,520,218.     In    a    special    sur- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Loew's  B.O.  Take  Up 
Per  Cent  Over  '46 


Box  office  take  in  Loew's  theaters 
is  up  eight  per  cent  over  the  similar 
period  last  year,  C.  C.  Moskowitz, 
company  treasurer,  told  the  stock- 
holders at  a  meeting  yesterday. 

Moskowitz  stated  that  the  outlook 
for  1947  was  favorable  with  no  rad- 
ical decline  in  revenue  expected. 

Questioned  specifically  by  stock- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


"No  Side  Agreements," 
Raftery  Tells  UA  Meet 

Pittsburgh  —  No  side  agreements 
will  be  made  by  UA,  Prexy  Edward 
C.  Raftery,  yesterday  told  the  dele- 
gates to  the  company's  four-day  re- 
gional meet  at  the  William  Penn 
Hotel  here. 

"In  the  contract  that  our  salesmen 
make,"  Raftery  added,  "everything 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Prize  winners  in  the  March  of 
Dimes  Exhibitors  Contest,  chosen  by 
a  committee  of  trade  paper  pub- 
lishers, were  announced  at  a  lunch- 
eon-meeting yesterday  at  the  Hotel 
Astor.  Winners  of  three  contests 
were  determined  on  a  dimes-per-seat 
basis  for  Contest  No.  1,  and  per- 
centage figures  over  last  year's  MOD 
return  for  Contest  Nos.  2  and  3. 

Eligible  theaters  included  all  re- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


BUI  Permits  Yonkers 
To  Levy  a  Ticket  Tax 

Albany  —  A  bill  authorizing  the 
city  of  Yonkers  to  impose  a  ticket 
tax  on  amusements  has  been  intro- 
duced in  the  Senate  by  William  F. 
Condon,  and  in  the  Assembly  by 
Malcolm  Wilson. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16.  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  III.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter.  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus.  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 

STOCKHOLM Gunnar    Ruud.    Jaktvarv- 

splan  30. g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade.  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Tack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.   F.   Van   Oss,   Rubensstraat   80.      ROME: — 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Am.  Seat 205/8     205/8     20% 

Bell    &    Howell 22         22         22 

Columbia   Picts 20V2     20         20V2 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..   843/4     843/4     84% 

East.   Kodak    230       228       230 

do    ofd 196l/2   196V2   196V2 

Gen!   Prec.   Eq 23V4     23%     23% 

Loew's,  Inc 25V4     243/4     25 

Paramount     27V2     2634     27V2 

RKO      143/4     14V,     14% 

Republic    Pict 73,4       7%       7% 

Republic  Pict.  pfd...  15  145/8  14% 
20th  Century-Fox  . .  .  35%  35  35V2 
20th  Century-Fox  ppf.l02V4  102%  102% 

Universal   Pict 26         25%     26 

Warner   Bros 16%     16%     16% 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram   Picts.    . .  .     4%       4%       4% 

RKO        41/2       4%       43/8 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      163/8     15%     163/8 

Trans-Lux       4%       4%       4% 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor        5 

Pathe     7% 


Net 
Chg. 

+  1 

+    % 

+  4 

+  1 


r      '/s 

f-    v> 

f     Vs 

+  % 

-1-  1 

+  % 

+  % 


+    Vs 

+'i% 

+     Vs 

Asked 

5% 
8% 


Mersereau  On  "Las  Vegas"  Sets 

W»st  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Jacques  Mersereau. 
Academy  award  winner  for  his  sets 
in  "As  Thousands  Cheer."  has  been 
signed  to  design  the  sets  for  Scofield- 
Taylor's  "Las  Vegas." 


commG  (trio  Gome 


DINAH  SHORE  and  GEORGE  MONTGOMERY 
flew  in  from  Los  Angeles  yesterday.  Miss  Shore 
will  sing  at  the  President's  annual  Press  Ball 
tomorrow. 

WILLIAM  FLEMION,  Coast  representative  of 
Favorite   Films,  is  in  town. 

FRANK  SINATRA  has  returned  to  Hollywood 
from  Mexico  City. 

MELVYN    DOUGLAS    is   in   Mexico   City. 

ERNEST  EMERLING,  advertising  and  publicity 
director  of  Loew's  Theaters,  left  last  night 
for  visits  to  Loews  in  Atlanta,  Nashville,  Mem- 
phis,   New   Orleans  and    Houston. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  M-G-M  vice-president  and 
ad-publiciry-exploitation  head,  flies  to  the  Coast 
today. 

NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  Loew  president, 
leaves   for  New  York  Sunday  from   the   Coast. 

RICHARD  GREENE  arrived  from  the  Coast 
last   night,   via   TWA. 

AARON  JONES,  of  Jones,  Linick  &  Schaefer, 
Chicago,    is  vacationing   in   Miami. 

ERNESTO  LECUONA  has  arrived  from  Cuba 
for  his  Roxy  Theater  appearance,  starting  Wed- 
nesday. 


OTC  Doubts  Relaxation 
Of  Building  Controls 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  While  predicting  a 
general  rise  in  production  of  build- 
ing materials  this  year,  the  Office  of 
Temporary  Controls  yesterday  cau- 
tioned that  further  relaxation  of  con- 
trols over  theater  and  other  com- 
mercial construction  is  not  expected 
in  the  near  future. 

In  a  report  tagged  "The  Produc- 
tion Outlook  for  1947,"  OTC  pre- 
sented a  gloomy  picture  for  theater 
building  in  the  near  future,  OTC 
said  commercial  construction  "will 
show  the  effect  of  1946  restrictions 
for  many  months  to  come." 


Polaroid  Mum  on  New 
'Inexpensive'  Color  Process 


Cambridge — Polaroid  officials  were 
mum  on  details  of  their  "relatively 
inexpensive"  color  process  developed 
by  the  company.  Prexy  Edwin  S. 
Land,  who  recently  announced  a  new 
camera  that  produces  a  finished  print 
immediately  after  film  exposure,  re- 
vealed through  a  company  spokes- 
man that  more  complete  info  on  the 
new  motion  picture  color  process  will 
not  be  available  for  several  months. 


"Scarlets"  Break  Squire  Record 

Initial  re-release  engagement  of 
Film  Classics'  "The  Return  of  the 
Scarlet  Pimpernel"  and  "The  Scarlet 
Pimpernel,"  broke  the  Squire  The- 
ater opening  day  record  by  $500,  ac- 
cording to  Sydney  Weiner,  FC  branch 
manager.  Both  films  were  produced 
by  Alexander  Koi'da. 


WA1VTED — 

Well-known  film  service  company  has  open- 
ing for  girl  to  handle  responsible  switch- 
board activity;  taking  orders,  following  up 
deliveries,  etc.  Requires  Intelligence  and 
initiative.  Exchange  experience  preferred; 
switchboard  experience  unnecessary.  Reply 
in  full. 

Box  No.  123,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
1501   Broadway  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


BART  SHERIDAN,  editor  of  Vanguard  Maga- 
zine, arrived  here  from  the  West  Coast  yes- 
terday. 

JACK  PEGLER,  general  manager  of  Jerry 
Fairbanks'  N.  Y.  office,  returned  to  Manhattan 
yesterday  from   Hollywood. 

GALE  STORM,  actress,  and  her  husband  LEE 
BONNELL  head  for  the  West  Coast  at  week's 
end,  stopping  over  at  South  Bend  for  a  few 
days. 

GEORGE  A.  SMITH,  Paramount's  Western 
division  sales  manager,  left  his  L.  A.  head- 
quarters to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings  in 
Omaha,  Des  Moines,  K.  C.  and  St.  Louis. 

HUGH  BRALY,  Paramount's  West  Coast  dis- 
trict manager,  and  his  assistant,  HAROLD 
WIRTHWEIN,  left  L.  A.  for  branch  meetings  in 
Denver  and  Salt  Lake. 

DON  PRINCE,  director  of  foreign  ad-pub- 
licity at  RKO,  flies  to  Mexico  City  over  the 
week-end  to  install  Al  O'Camp,  company's 
Latin-American  field  exploiteer,  as  pub  head 
for  Mexican  pix  produced  at  the  Churubusco 
Studios. 


Studio  Rank  and  File 
Denied  Ruling  on  Rights 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Ruling  that  he  was 
without  jurisdiction  in  matter,  Fed- 
eral Judge  Ben  Harrison  dismissed 
suit  for  declaratory  relief  under 
which  a  group  of  rank  and  file  mem- 
bers of  studio  unions  sought  rulings 
on  their  rights  in  studio  strike. 

Harrison  said  complaint  presented 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  request 
that  the  Court  interpret  a  private 
contract  or  agreement  allocating  cer- 
tain work  on  studio  set. 


Regular  Paramount  Dividend 

At  a  special  meeting  held  yester- 
day, the  board  of  Paramount  Pic- 
tures declared  the  regular  quarterly 
dividend  of  $.50  per  share  on  the 
common  stock  payable  on  March  31, 
to  stockholders  of  record  on  March 
11. 


"Enfants"  Breaks  Records 

"Les  Enfants  du  Paradis,"  now  in 
its  second  week  at  the  Ambassador, 
broke  the  house  records  for  both  at- 
tendance and  receipts  at  the  close 
of  the  first  week,  according  to  Sir- 
itzkv    International. 


Mono.  Opens  in  Buenos  Aires 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Monogram  has  estab- 
lished offices  in  Buenos  Aires,  ac- 
cording to  Charles  Rosamarin,  Ar- 
gentina general  manager.  Firm  is 
named  Monogram  Films  de  Argen- 
tina,  Inc. 


Small  Town  Exhibs.  Feai 
Decree's  Auction  Proviso 


Primary  concern  of  many  sir 
town  exhibitors  relative  to  the  a- 
trust  decree  are  the  auction  sel'. 
provisions  which  they  fear  will  nv, 
competition  in  situations  where  n 
has  ever  existed,  in  the  opinion 
H.  D.  (Hank)  Hearn,  owner  ?pd 
erator  of  Exhibitor's  ServW  l 
ing  and  servicing  organizatWV'ha 
ling  54  theaters  in  North  and  So\ 
Carolina. 

Hearn  told  The  Film  Daily  tl 
exhibitors  were  disturbed  at 
prospect  of  no  longer  enjoying 
"old  customer"  status  under  cc 
petitive  bidding.  He  said  that  ci 
struction  of  new  theaters  had  alrea 
begun  in  several  small  towns  sir) 
the  supply  of  materials  is  apparen 
more  plentiful  in  the  South. 

Hearn  said  that  the  decree  woi 
not  affect  his  organization  sir 
none  of  his  accounts  were  in  colj 
petition  with  one  another,  addi1; 
that  Exhibitor's  Service  was  "mcj 
than  a  booking  and  buying  combii 
a  service  that  offered  many  adva 
tages  to  the  independent  exhibit- 
such  as  selection  of  pictures,  payi 
of  rental  and  shipping  costs,  expl 
tation  advice  and  complete  operate 
supervision." 

Hearn    stated    th>t    grosses    we, 
holding  up  "exceedingly  well"  in  1^ 
territory,   with   admission   prices 
the  same  level  that  they  have  be 
for  the  past  six  years. 


Queen,  U.  K.  Notables  Wi 
Attend  Preem  of  "Years' 


London   (Via  Cable)  —  Scores 
diplomatic,   military   and   social  11 
tables,  including  the  Dowager  Que 
Mary,  queen  mother  of  Great  Brita 
and     Field     Marshal     Sir     Berna 
Montgomery  have  accepted  the  un' 
tation  of  Robert  Wolff,   RKO  maj 
ager,  to   the  Empire's  preeming 
Goldwyn's  "Best  Years,"  next  Thurf 
day  at  the  Leicester  Square  Theate 
Reception  will  follow  at  10  Downirj 
St.,  with  Mrs.  Clement  Attlee,  wiJ 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  presiding. 


Republic  Declares  Dividend 

A  regular  quarterly  dividend 
25  cents  per  share  on  preferred  stod 
payable  April  1,  to  stockholders 
record  March  10,  was  declared  ye] 
terday  by  the  board  of  Republic  Pi 
tures,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  ho* 
office. 


ITS  TIME! 

It's  time  you  learned  about  Filmack's  NEW  Prevue 
Trailer  Service.  It's  READY  NOW!  For  full  information 
write  Filmack,  1322  S.  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago  5,  111. 


FILMACK  «iee«  QUICKEST  SERVICE  on  SPECIAL  TRAILERS 
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This  CoUNiRf 


More   


77/E  $NAVPtE5T  5TOW  ABOUT  Tf/I 

— She  hitched  her  heart  to  a  fighting  man 
on  the  rugged  road  from  cornfield  to  Con- 
gress!... Every  body  will  love  this  laugb/ng 
love  story  of  the  girl  who  ran  a  glowing 
romance  into  a  spectacular  career! 
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CHARLES  BICKFORD 

ROSE  HOBART  -  TOM  POWERS 

A  DORE  SCHARY  Production 

Directed  by  H.  C.  POTTER  •  Written  by  ALLEN  RIYKIN  and  LAURA  KERR 


Delivering  a  terrific  DOUBLE-PLAY 
seat-selling  punch  to  national  mag- 
azine advertising  for  a  big  dramatic 
comedy  by  running  both  pictorial- 
type  ads  and  COMIC-TYPE  ADS... 
plus  the  use  of  comic  type  ads  in  the 
comic  or  magazine  sections  of  118 
leading  Sunday  newspapers,  to  a 
total  of  102,310,984  CIRCULATION! 


jay,  February  28,  1947 

iar  Ticket  Levy  at 
a.  General  Assembly 

karrisburg — State  theatermen  are 
rcemed  over  the  possibility  that  a 
j.te  amusement  tax  may  be  enacted 
iiio-  the  current  session  of  the 
ir  jania  General  Assembly. 
th  ^-&  State  pressed  for  funds  to 
let  costs  of  the  next  two  years, 
addition  to  expected  increases  in 
ication  costs,  two  measures  pro- 
ing  amusement  taxes  have  already 
:n  hoppered. 

These  are  for  local  government 
her  than  State  purposes  but  film 
n  fear  that  the  Assembly  may 
itch  these  to  a  State  levy.  One 
1,  introduced  by  Reps.  David  A. 
,-ingstone  and  James  J.  Jump, 
zerne  County  Republicans,  would 
thorize  an  amusement  tax  by 
ies,  boroughs,  towns  and  town- 
.ps,  the  amount  left  to  the  com- 
mity.  The  other  measure,  intro- 
ced  by  Rep.  Michael  Domech,  an- 
ler  Luzerne  Republican,  author- 
s  a  15-mill  tax  on  gross  receipts  by 
rd  class  cities. 

Two  Indiana  County  Republicans, 
ps.  Earl  E.  Hewitt  and  William  R. 
-Millen,  hold  that  a  sales  tax  would 
the  best  method  to  meet  increased 
sts  confronting  Gov.  James  H. 
iff,  and  have  announced  that  they 
iy  introduce  a  two  per  cent  sales 
x  bill  within  the  next  two  weeks, 
oponents  of  legislation  that  would 
thorize  municipalities  to  tax  any- 
ing  not  levied  against  by  the  State 
gre  prepared  to  fight  a  State-wide 
les  tax. 

lark  to  Preside  at  PRC 
leeting  of  District  Mgrs. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ssions  on  selling  procedure  for  the 
ne  re-issues  acquired  by  PRC  from 
Iward  Small  as  well  as  plans  for 
Bsterns  and  higher  budgeted  pro- 
ict  scheduled  for  the  coming  season. 
Clark  will  be  assisted  at  the  ses- 
3ns  by  Harold  S.  Dunn.  Also  at- 
nding  will  be  Max  Roth,  Al 
erman,  Joe  Miller,  James  Handel, 
-ed  Rohrs,  Grover  Parsons,  William 
lerman,  Abbot  M.  Swartz,  Beverly 
iller,  Frank  Saule,  Jack  Bellman, 
lil  Gettelson,  George  Fleitman, 
Imer  Hollander,  Abe  Sutton,  Neil 
strin,  Joe  Su°-ar,  Frank  Heffer- 
an  and  Seymour  Schussell. 


VHldaiiy 


REDD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIIIGS  TO: 

Feb.  28 
Irving    Briskin  William    Wellman 

Albert   Seligman  Felix  E.   Feist 

Lorry  Schneider  Samuel   Weiss 

Don  McGuire 
Mar.   1 
Lois  Moran  John   Loder 

Michelle  Morgan  Wells  Root 

Mar.  2 
Desi  Arnaz  Dr.  Joseph  Ranald 

Jennifer  Jones  N.   L.   Manheim 

Louis    Halikman  Laura   Levine 

Jack  Segal 


State  Admissions  Tax 

.  .  .  It  Would  Be  Disastrous 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  theater  normally  attracts  those  with  fewer  nickels,  dimes  and  quarters  to  spend  for 
entertainment.  Which  is  to  say  that  there  are  thousands  who  now  find  themselves 
cut  off  from  wartime  income  levels,  and  who  thus,  in  turn,  must  forego  amusement 
spending  at  wartime  levels. 

These  conclusions  are   obvious: 

A  state  amusement  tax  whether  five  or  10  per  cent,  would  further  cut  deeply  into 
theater  attendance. 

Particularly  would  it  bar  film  entertainment  to  many  in  the  lower  income  groups 
throughout  New  York  State. 

It  would,  as  a  result,  bring  a  shrinkage  in  federal  ticket  tax  revenue  and,  in  all 
probability,  would  stand  as  a  bar  to  either  a  reduction  in  the  present  20  per  cent  fed- 
eral rate,  or  the  elimination  of  that  excise  impost. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  Internal  Revenue  districts  in  New  York  State  are 
the  most  remunerative  of  all  in  the  country,  and  that  the  contemplated  State  tax 
would  affect  all  admissions. 

There  is  another  obvious  fact:  imposition  of  a  state  or  city  admissions  tax,  with  re- 
sulting loss  in  attendance,  would  bring  many  exhibitors  face  to  face  with  red-ink  en- 
tries, for  all  of  his  operating  costs  remain  high.  And,  indeed,  film  rentals  still  may  go 
higher. 

No  business  can  long  operate  in  the  red. 

It  might  be  suggested  that  the  exhibitor's  solution  is  to  cut  prices. 

Such  a  solution,  under  these  circumstances,  actually  would  be  no  solution. 

A  price  cut,  if  equivalent  to  a  State  tax  rate,  might  bring  back  enough  patrons  to 
maintain  attendance  at  pre-state  tax  levels. 

But  the  gross  would  be  down  and  the  exhibitor's  financial  situation  would  quickly  be- 
come untenable. 

There  is  no  quarrel  with  the  contention  that  teachers'  salaries  must  be  increased, 
there  is  a  serious  quarrel,  however,  with  the  means  advanced  to  make  such  an  increase 
possible. 


Pic  Grosses  Hit  All-time  High 

Figure  Nearly  $400  Million  Over  1945 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


Clearance  Big  Topic 
Al  Warner  Meeting 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
and  general  sales  manager,  indicated 
that    a    new    sales    plan    would    be 
definitely  set  by  tonight. 

Home  office  executives  in  attend- 
ance yesterday  included,  in  addition 
to  Kalmenson,  Samuel  Schneider, 
vice  -  president;  Mort  Blumenstock, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  advertis- 
ing and  publicity;  Robert  W.  Per- 
kins, vice-president  and  general 
counsel;  Roy  Haines,  Western  divi- 
sion sales  manager;  Jules  Lapidus, 
Eastern  division  sales  manager;  Nor- 
man Ayers,  Southern  division  sales 
manager;  I.  F.  Dolid,  assistant  to 
Kalmenson;  Ed  Hinchy,  head  of  the 
playdate  department;  Bernard  R. 
Goodman,  supervisor  of  exchanges; 
Gil  Golden,  national  advertising 
manager;  Howard  Levinson  of  the 
legal  staff;  Larry  Golob,  Eastern 
publicity  director;  Bill  Brumberg, 
manager  of  the  field  public  relations 
staff;  Stanley  Hatch,  manager  of  the 
contract  department,  and  others. 

District  managers  attending  the 
sessions  include  Sam  Lefkowitz, 
Eastern;.  Robert  Smeltzer,  Mid- At- 
lantic; Charles  Rich,  Central;  Harry 
A.  Seed,  Midwest;  Hall  Walsh, 
Prairie;  John  F.  Kirby,  Southeast- 
ern; Doak  Roberts,  Southwestern; 
Henry  Herbel,  West  Coast,  and  Has- 
kell Masters,  Canadian. 


vey,  the  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue 
compiled  the  total  Federal  tax  col- 
lections on  theater  admissions  last 
year.  Figures  generally  released  by 
BIR  represent  total  admissions  tax 
collections,  including  such  items  as 
night  clubs  and  sporting  events. 

Since  Federal  tax  collections  on 
theater  admissions  represent  approx- 
imately 20  per  cent  of  total  grosses, 
a  record  high  is  indicated. 

MPAA  Sees  All-Time  Record 

MPAA  officials  stated  that  the 
total  "unquestionably"  is  an  all-time 
record.  Treasury  Dept.  figures  usu- 
ally furnished  MPAA  are  on  taxes 
on  all  admissions.  Trade  sources 
usually  figure  that  theater  admis- 
sions represent  about  87  ^er  cent  of 
the  total  admissions  tax  collected. 
On  the  basis  of  these  figures,  1945 
grosses  for  pix  amounted  to  approx- 
imately $1,522,137,025  —  or  about 
$385,464,055  under  last  year's  gross. 
Theater  admission  taxes  last  year 
ranged  from  a  low  of  $25,148,044  in 
February  to  a  high  of  $42,096,592 
for  the  month  of  October. 

Theater  admission  taxes  for  Jan- 
uary of  this  year  were  $31,766,201, 


which  is  just  under  last  year's  aver- 
age of  $31,793,351  per  month. 

Although  world-wide  grosses  for 
American  motion  pictures  are  not 
available,  estimates  indicate  that  U. 
S.  films  grossed  well  over  $2,000,- 
000,000  last  year.    • 

Lag  in  Attendance  Noted 

Trade  sources  generally  have 
noted  a  dropping  off  in  theater  at- 
tendance durino-  the  last  few  months. 
Treasury  figures  on  theater  tax  col- 
lections show  last  month's  collections 
was  the  lowest  since  April,  1946, 
with  the  exception  of  November  of 
last  year.  November,  1946,  collec- 
tions dropped  more  than  $9,000,000 
from  collections  in  October.  This  by 
far  was  the  sharpest  drop  during 
the  year. 

Although  the  tax  collections  in- 
dicate no  sharp  drop  in  attendance 
generally,  exhibitors  agree  that  what 
falling  off  there  has  been  in  theater 
attendance  has  hit  the  neighborhood 
house  the  hardest. 

Trade  sources  indicate  that  this 
year  may  be  critical  in  motion  pic- 
ture history.  With  costs  up  to  record 
highs  and  fewer  pictures  being  made, 
foreign  business  has  become  of  in- 
creasing importance* 


IRE  to  Hear  Denny 

Charles  E.  Denny,  FCC  chairman, 
will  be  the  featured  speaker  at  the 
annual  banquet  of  the  Institute  of 
Radio  Engineers,  Wednesday  eve- 
ning, March  5,  at  the  Hotel  Com- 
modore. Institute  awards  and  fellow- 
ships will  be  announced  at  the  ban- 
quet which  highlights  the  organiza- 
tion's March  3-6  convention. 


RKO  Signs  Dmytryk 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Edward  Dmytryk  has 
been  signed  to  a  new  long-term  con- 
tract as  an  RKO  Radio  producer- 
director.  His  next  assignment  is  the 
direction,  mostly  in  Switzerland,  of 
"The  White  Tower,"  screen  version 
of  the  best-seller  by  James  Ramsey 
Ullman. 


Iowa  Bill  Would  Regulate 
And  License  Music  Groups 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
articles  and  a  statement  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  showing  names 
and  salaries  of  officers  and  agents. 
Titles  of  music  owned  would  be  on 
record,  as  well  as  rates  charged  and 
gross  receipts.  Organizations  would 
be  required  to  pay  a  franchise  tax 
equal  to  10  per  cent  of  gross  receipts 
of  the  preceding  year. 


Ind.  House  Ascap  Bill 
Exempts  Radio  Stations 

Indianapolis  —  An  amendment  ex- 
empting radio  stations,  included  in 
the  Indiana  House  bill  outlawing 
Ascap  and  similar  organizations  that 
assess  licensing  fees  for  the  playing 
of  copyrighted  music  in  Indiana,  is 
the  only  difference  between  the  mea- 
sures passed  by  the  House  and  the 
Senate.  Bill  now  goes  back  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 


Airborne  "Clouds" 
Delivery  in  IV,  Car, 

Charlotte  —  First  airborne  deliv- 
ery of  film  to  the  Carolina  Theater 
is  an  accomplished  fact  now.  Haskell 
Deaton  flew  a  print  of  "Till  the 
Clouds  Roll  By"  here  from  Atlanta 
in  an  hour  and  55  minutes.  He  land- 
ed in  North  Tryon  St.  and  taxied  to 
the  theater.  The  airplane  is  parked 
by  the  theater,  providing  a  natural 
exploitation  unit. 


i  M"V»UIT 
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raud  Pius  Bicycling 
Suits  Filed  in  Arizona 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

are  Paramount,  Warners,  Loew's  and 
20th-Fox. 

Two  additional  suits  were  filed  at 
the  same  time  by  Columbia  and  RKO, 
in  which  the  only  claims  are  for  in- 
fringements of  copyrights  by  un- 
authorized exhibitions. 

Believed  to  be  the  first  percentage 
fraud  claims  filed  in  Arizona,  the 
suits  allege  a  fraudulent  scheme  to 
under-report  percentage  receipts,  as 
claimed  in  like  actions  in  other  parts 
of  the  country. 

Novel  aspect  is  that  each  com- 
plaint states  that  the  same  plaintiff 
distributor  previously  sued  Long 
some  years  ago  in  the  same  court  for 
copyright  infringements  by  un- 
licensed showings,  and  since  he  knew 
the  distributors  considered  unauthor- 
ized exhibitions  to  be  infringements 
of  copyright,  he  "wilfully,  knowingly 
and  deliberately  violated  copyright 
by  these  new  unauthorized  show- 
ings." 

Infringements  alleged  in  all  six 
actions  are  of  the  bicycline-  type.  Ac- 
cording to  the  complaints,  distrib- 
utors furnished  prints  for  exhibitions 
at  designated  times  at  certain  the- 
aters, but  these  prints  were  exhibited 
at  other  times  and  places  not  covered 
by  the  license.  Named  were  27  fea- 
tux-es,  a  short  subject  and  a  newsreel, 
plus  other  infringements  at  times 
and  places  presently  unknown  to  the 
plaintiffs. 

Regular  and  punitive  damages  are 
asked  on  the  percentage  fraud 
claims,  and  statutory  damages  in  an 
amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  court,  not 
less  than  $250  nor  more  than  $5,000 
for  infringement,  is  asked  on  the 
copyright  claims. 

Complaints  were  signed  by  James 
A.  Walsh  and  Mark  Wilmer,  of  the 
local  law  firm  of  Snell,  Wilmer, 
Walsh  &  Melczer.  Associated  as 
counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  are  Freston 
&  Files,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  Sargoy 
&  Stein,  of  New  York. 


UJEDDIIIG  BELLS 


Tsukalas-Pavlou 

Victoria  (Vicki)  Tsukalas,  secre- 
tary to  Joel  Swensen,  Warner  re- 
searcher, will  be  married  in  June  to 
William  Pavlou,  New  York  restaura- 
teur. 


Sherman-Blumenheim 
Long  Branch,  N.  J. — Roy  Blumen- 
heim,  city  manager  for  the  Walter 
Reade  Circuit,  was  married  recently 
to  Helen  Sherman. 


&mttw$  o*  mm  films 


Zarlacky-Ur 
Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. — Eleanor  M. 
Zarlacky,  cashier  of  the  Strand  The- 
ater, was  married  to  John  L.  Ur. 


"Odd  ivian  uut" 

with  James  Mason,   Robert   Newton,   Kath- 
leen Ryan 
Rank-Universal  113  Mins. 

A  SMASH  NUMBER:  CAROL  REED- 
JAMEi  MASON  COMbO  WILL  BAT  THIS 
uiNt  TO  HluH   PLACES. 

Utilizing  basically  one  of  the  earliest 
themes  in  film  plots — the  chase — "Udo 
ivlan  Out"  furnishes  another  solid  pillar 
upon  which  the  british  film  industry  can 
ouiid  securely,  potently  and  profitably.  Witn 
marked  honesty  and  realism  in  its  telling 
rne  tilm  is  starkly  thrilling,  suspensetui 
ro  an  utmost  degree,  dynamite,  dramatical- 

The  skilled  talents  of  Carol  Reed  handled 
the  directorial  and  production  ends.  It 
stands  to  be  one  of  his  top  drawer  efforts 
garnering  laurels  and  prestige.  The  British 
gallery  ot  fine  films  now  has  another  shin- 
ing work  on  view,  hanging  in  separate 
category,  but  as  important  as  "Brief  En- 
counter '  and  "Stairway  to  Heaven,"  to 
list  a  pair  of  recent  ones. 

"Odd  Man  Out"  stands  to  be  one  of  the 
screen's  important  efforts  in  the  category 
of  realistic  treatment.  It  is  downright  earthy, 
roils  around  in  the  weather,  takes  up  mud, 
dirt,  snow,  rain,  blood,  tells  its  story  all 
the  way  without  softening  up  or  hitting  a 
maudlin  streak.  The  element  of  love  is  the 
sort  Wagner  might  have  written  into  his 
operas  with  the  female  of  the  species  tri- 
umphing in  death  over  stronger  forces  that 
would  have  torn  her  man  from  her  arms. 
That  force  is  the  arm  of  the  law.  She  pro- 
vokes it  into  concluding,  lethal  gunfire. 

Excitement  is  the  basic  compound  of  a 
chase.  The  hunted  and  the  hunter  are  the 
two  prime  factors.  That  is  where  empha- 
sis is  laid  in  this  story.  It  is  in  evidence 
continuously. 

The  immense  audience  that  has  taken  to 
James  Mason  will  see  him  in  a  high  spot 
of  his  career.  Circling  around  the  Mason 
focal  point  is  as  fine  a  collection  of  sup- 
porting players  as  has  been  seen  in  recent 
British  imports.  As  unfamiliar  as  they  are 
here,  they  contribute  telling  characteriza- 
tions to  the  story  and  give  impact  to  minor 
bits  of  business  that  click  soundly. 

In  brief,  the  scenario  involves  Mason  in 
a  113-minute  chase  that  takes  up  when  he 
is  thrown  from  a  car  making  off  from  a 
robbery.  He  and  his  cohorts  are  represen- 
tatives of  an  underground  political  move- 
ment in  an  Irish  city  and  they  need  funds 
for  their  organization.  They  stick  up  a  flax 
mill.  In  escaping,  a  man  is  killed  accidental- 
ly by  Mason.  He  is  wounded  in  the  arm. 
The  escape  vehicle  goes  off  without  him  and 
he  takes  refuge  in  an  air  raid  shelter. 
Kathleen    Ryan    is    his    girl. 

Most  of  the  afternoon  and  night  is  spent 
by  Mason  in  the  shelter  and  finally  one  of 
his  men  finds  him.  The  police  are  eluded 
for  a  time.  Mason  winds  up  in  the  rain 
and  snow  near  a  cemetery  where  he  is 
found  by  an  unscrupulous  character  upon 
whom  the  balance  of  escape  or  capture  de- 
pends. Miss  Ryan  comes  to  the  home  of  a 
priest  and  learns  of  Mason's  whereabouts. 
Meanwhile  Mason  staggers  off  and  is 
taken  in  at  a  pub.  He  is  found  by  Robert 
Newton,  a  crazed  artist.  F.  J.  McCor- 
mick  arranges  his  meeting  with  Miss  Ryan 
and  while  the  police  are  closing  in  they 
attempt  to  get  aboard  a  ship.  Mason  is  not 
up  to  it.  Miss  Ryan  opens  fire  on  the  police. 
It   is   returned.   They    die.    This    is   only   a 


Oamegie  Jtiall" 

with  Marsna  Hunr,  William  trince 
federai-UA  134  Mins. 

PtutKALS  FIRST  IS  GRAND  SCALt 
MUSICAL  KALtlUUSCuPt,  A  KlNt  EA- 
rtldll  OF  SHOW  MtKCHANDlSt: 
irluULD  STAY  LuiNo  AND  PROrllABLY. 

Add  up  every  element  that  spells 
SHuW  that  is  to  be  round  in  "Carnegie 
ri ail  and  you  have  a  cant  miss  tilm.  U 
itiouid  sell  tne  i>/tn  Street  institution  to 
rne  country,  tar  and  wide.  And  in  selling 
rne  pnysical  property  it  will  aiso  sell  an 
array  ot  tirst  water  instrumental,  voca. 
and  podium  talent  that  is  most  ot  its  make- 
up. 

Boris  Morros  and  William  LeBaron  did 
not  overlook  very  much  wnen  tney  piannea 
rnis  film.  It  has  just  about  everytning  to 
satisfy  the  majority  tnat  makes  up  tne  na- 
nonai  Mm  audience.  The  growing  trend  to 
serious  or  good  music  will  be  provided  tor; 
meres  a  dramatic-romantic  plot;  there  s 
also  Vaughn  Monroe,  his  orchestra,  and 
Harry  James,  not  to  mention  Stokowski, 
Walter  Damrosch,  the  rhilnarmonic  Sym- 
phony ot  New  York,  Lily  Pons,  Rise  itev- 
ens,  Kodzinski,  Piatigorsky,  Jascha  Heitetz, 
Bruno  Walter  and  others  you  will  find 
listed  at  the  end  of  this  piece. 

To  list  a  few  of  the  items  in  the  pro- 
gram that  will  catch  on  with  proper  exploi- 
tation and  lure  an  audience  there  s  "0 
Sole  Mio,"  sung  by  Jan  Peerce;  "The 
Bell  Song '  from  "Lakme,"  sung  by  Lily 
Pons;  a  Carmen  aria  by  Rise  Stevens;  bits 
of  Don  Giovanni"  by  Ezio  Pinza;  Artur 
Rubinstein  at  the  piano  with  Chopin  and 
the  "Ritual  Fire  Dance"  of  De  Falla; 
Beethoven,  Schumann,  Wagner,  Saint  Saens 
and  still  others.  For  the  most  part  the 
musical  content  of  the  film  is  generally 
familiar  enough  and  such  familiarity  is  to 
be  welcomed  by  the  audiences  that  do 
not  feel  inclined  to  get  in  where  it  is 
deep  and  over  their  heads. 

That  story  is  a  reflection  device  which 
has  the  widowed  Marsha  Hunt  raising  her 
son  to  be  a  musician  of  the  serious  type. 
Miss  Hunt,  it  tells,  was  in  the  Hall,  a 
child,  when  Tchaikowsky  conducted.  She 
grew  up  with  the  place  working  as  char- 
woman and  later  in  the  booking  office. 
In  this  way  she  came  in  contact  with  great 
names  and  developed  an  intense  feeling 
for  music.  Her  son,  William  Prince,  earnest- 
ly applies  himself  but  after  he  meets 
Martha  O'Driscoll,  he  is  engaged  by  Vaughn 
Monroe  and,  contrary  to  Miss  Hunt's  de- 
sires he  goes  off  on  a  tour  playing  popular 
dance  music. 

Miss  Hunt  carries  on  crestfallen.  Later, 
Miss  O'Driscoll,  a  singer  in  Monroe's  troupe, 

sketchy  outline.  There  are  a  great  many 
profound,  moving  contributory  facets  to 
the  story  and  each  is  treated  thoroughly, 
with  conviction  and  has  strong  relation 
to  the  whole.  To  be  noted  here  is  a  splen- 
did job  of  editing  and  cutting. 

"Odd  Man  Out"  is  one  to  take  notice  of. 

CAST:  James  Mason,  Kathleen  Ryan,  Robert 
Newton,  Robert  Beatty,  Cyril  Cusok,  Roy  Irving, 
Don  O'Herlihy,  Kitty  Kirwin,  Maureen  Delany, 
Dennis  O'Dea,  Fay  Compton,  Beryl  Measor,  Ar- 
thur Hambling,  William  Hartnell,  F.  J.  McCor- 
mick,  Elwyn  Brook-Jones,  W.  G.  Fay,  Joseph 
Tomelty. 

CREDITS:  Producer-Director,  Carol  Reed;  Cam- 
eraman, Robert  Krasker;  Art  Director,  Ralph 
Brinton;  Sound,  A.  Fisher,  Desmond  Dew;  Edi- 
tor, Fergus  McDonnell;  Musical  composition, 
William  Alwyn;  Musical  Direction,  Muir  Mathie- 
son,    London   Symphony   Orchestra. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.     PHOTOGRAPHY,  Fine. 


To  Fighi  Proposed 
N.  Y.  Ticket  Tax 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
office,  MMPTO,  ITOA  and  ATA,  ar, 
expected  to  attend. 

National  exhibitor  groups  wi] 
observe  with  much  intere^,  .vha 
happens  in  New  York,  inasiTrtch  a 
State  action  here  would  undoubtedr 
set  a  precedent  for  similar  levies  ii 
other  states. 


AAA  Lowers  Clearance 
For  New  Hampshire  Houses 

Boston — A  tribunal  of  the  Amer 
ican  Arbitration  Association,  in  ai 
award  filed  yesterday,  reduced  th< 
clearance  enjoyed  by  the  Strand  am 
Albert  Theaters  in  Berlin,  N.  H.,  ove: 
the  Ritz  Theater  in  Gorham,  to  « 
maximum  of  21  days. 

Award  also  specified  that  sucl 
clearance  shall  apply  only  as  to  pb 
shown  by  Strand  or  Albert  witnii 
dO  days  of  availability,  otherwise  re 
leases  are  to  be  made  available  ti 
Ritz  immediately  upon  the  expira 
tion  of  such  period. 


Expect  ATA  Convention 
Date  on  Fabian's  Return 


With  the  return  to  New  York  Sun 
day  of  Si  H.  Fabian,  ATA  president 
it  is  expected  that  a  decision  on  th< 
time  and  locale  of  ATA's  conventioi 
will  be  made  shortly. 

Present  indications  are  that  thi 
meetings  will  take  place  some  timt 
in  April  in  either  Washington  or  Chi 
cago,  with  the  former  city  consideret 
to  be  favored  at  the  moment. 

Fabian  will  also  preside  at  the 
meeting  on  Tuesday  of  the  studj 
committee  for  co-operation  betweer 
che  Government  and  exhibitors.  Fa- 
oian  is  chairman  of  the  committee. 

comes  home  to  her,  Prince's  wife,  anc 
quite  discouraged  by  her  husband's  tem- 
perament. He  is  reported  in  Chicago.  The) 
plan  to  go  to  him.  Frank  McHugh,  whe 
nas  been  figuring  in  much  of  the  story': 
unfoldment  as  mentor  to  Miss  Hunt — he': 
a  uniformed  attendant  at  the  Hall — ha: 
other  plans  and  he  reunites  them  all  wher 
Prince's  "57th  Street  Rhapsody"  is  giver 
its  first  performance. 

The  entire  production  was  shot  in  th< 
East  and  the  concert  segments  were  mad( 
in  the  actual  Carnegie  Hall  location,  so  i! 
is  the  genuine  thing  always.  Edgar  G.  tu- 
rner's direction  maintains  steady  balance 
in  handling  concert  stage  and  story.  The 
sound  is  excellent,  the  photography  b), 
William  Miller  among  the  best  of  its  type 

CAST:  Marsha  Hunt,  William  Prince,  Fran! 
McHugh,  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Hans  Yaray,  Olri 
Dowries,  Joseph  Bulotf,  Walter  Damrosch,  Brum 
Walter,  Lily  Pons,  Gregor  Piatigorsky,  Ris<  ' 
Stevens,  Artur  Rodzinski,  Artur  Rubinstein,  Jar 
Peerce,  Ezio  Pinza,  Vaughn  Monroe,  Jaschc 
Heifetz,  Fritz  Reiner,  Leopold  Stokowski,  Horn 
James. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  Boris  Morros,  Williorr 
LeBaron;  Director,  Edgar  G.  Ulmer;  Origina 
story,  Seena  Owen;  Screenplay,  Karl  kamb. 
Art  Director,  Max  Ree;  Cameraman,  Williair 
Miller;  Sound,  Walter  Hicks,  Richard  J.  Vorisek, 
Film  Editor,  Fred  E.  Feitshans,  Jr.;  Orchestra- 
tion, Russell  Bennett;  Orchestra  managers 
Daniel   Rybb,  Maurice  Van   Praag. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  First 
Rank. 


Jay,  February  28,  1947 
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lew's  B.O.  Take  Up 
Per  Cent  Over  '46 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

jders     about     overall     operations, 
iskowitz   broke  down  the   various 
'Arc     \f  company  revenue  and  re- 
de   Sat  business  abroad  equalled 

nt  of  last  year  and  theater  grosses 
i  improved,  but  picture  company 
pings  had  fallen  off  domestically. 
The  improved  trend  became  appar- 
■;  in  the  second  quarter  of  the  cur- 
it  fiscal  year,  and  if  it  continues 
•  the  next  two  weeks,  some  of  the 
f>p    of    the    first    quarter    will    be 
sorbed,  the   Loew   executive    said. 
Dbviously  referring  to  the  possible 
plications  of  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit 
;ree,    Moskowitz    announced    that 
i  company  has  established  a  cash 
serve  which  may  be  needed  to  buy 
t  minority  interests. 
One  stockholder  assailed  the  large 
iiount  of   money   put  into   Loew's 
•nsion  plan,  but  Moskowitz  pointed 
t  that  in   the   three  years   of  its 
istence   only    $1,200,000   had   been 
aced    into    the   fund    whereas    the 
mpany    had    saved    $4,498,000    in 
laries  which  would  have  been  paid 
the  plan  had  not  been  in  effect  and 
p    execs,    had    received    their   full 
laries. 
r  Asked  about  the  newest  Loew  sub- 
sidiary, Metro  Record  Co.,  the  trea- 
rer  reported  that  70  per  cent  of 
|e    presses    at    the    new    plant    in 
oomfield,  N.  J.,  were  now  working 
id  that  100  presses  are  expected  to 
■  in  operation   by  the   end   of  the 
Ear.    Many    records    have    already 
ten  shipped  to  distributors  and  will 
|  placed  on  sale  in  about  ten  days, 
npularly  priced  at  about  60   cents. 
Joseph  Vogel,  Loew  vice-president 
charge     of    theater     operations, 
leried   about   the   reasons   for    the 
-aramount  Theater  price  reductions, 
.id    that    although    business    along 
roadway  had  undoubtedlv  fallen  off 
om  its   wartime  high,  he  did  not 
-iticipate  a  drop  in  grosses  in  houses 
sewhere.    He  reported  also  that  70 
jr  cent  of  the  theaters  were  play- 
er double  bills  and  he  saw  no  like- 
hood  of  changeover  to  single  fea- 
•ares. 
Stockholders    re-elected    the    com- 
any's    10    directors    by    an  _  almost 
lanimous  vote,  and  at  a  directors 
i-ganization  meeting  following  that 
IE    the    stockholders,    Nicholas 
chenck  was  re-elected  president  of 
le  company.   All  other  officers  were 
llso  named  to  serve  again. 


f  ernrnE  touch 


Johnston  Asks  Remedial  Study 

16  Clauses  Suggested  for  Geneva  Meet 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


i 

HIRLEY  RIFFENBERG,  cashier,  Loew's  State, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

UTH  GOTTLIEB,  publicity  department  assistant 
Brandt  Theaters,   New  York  City,   N.  Y. 

K  A  R  Y  SCHWARTZMAN,  booker's  assistant, 
Brandt  Theaters,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

ARA  HEMMINGS,  Para,  exchange  staff,  Char- 
lotte, N.  C. 

EAN  THOMAS,  Para,  exchange  staff,  Char- 
lotte, N.  C 


from  foreign  ^restrictions.  He  pointed 
out  that  freedom  of  restrictive  mea- 
sures in  this  country  in  relation  to 
antry  and  exhibition  of  foreign  pro- 
duct; importance  of  American  pro- 
duction as  a  source  of  supply  for  the 
world  film  trade;  the  benefit  of  U. 
S.  films  to  foreign  economies;  de- 
pendency of  the  U.  S.  industry  on 
foreign  markets  in  relation  to  other 
industries;  importance  of  films  as'  a 
medium  for  interchange  of  culture 
and  other  considerations;  freedom  of 
access  to  the  American  market  for 
/oreign  films  and  the  rigid  enforce- 
ment here  of  anti-trust  laws. 

In  the  light  of  the  considerations 
set  forth  above,  Johnston  indicated, 

Holding  that  food  and  relief  do 
not  give  the  long  range  answer  to 
the  urgent  problem  facing  the  U.  S. 
— the  staving  off  of  an  economic  and 
political  debacle  abroad,  Eric  A. 
Johnston,  MPAA  president,  last 
night  told  the  Women's  National  Re- 
publican Club  that  an  international 
agreement  now  to  remove  trade  re- 
strictions is  needed. 

Johnston  asked  for  continued  bi- 
partisan leadership,  claiming  that 
"the  American  people  will  want  to 
take  domestic  politics  out  of  our  for- 
eign policy — both  political  and  eco- 
nomic." 

the  American  pic  industry  is  entitled 
co  the  support  of  the  United  States 
delegations  in  Geneva,  April  10,  in 
which  he  expects  to  take  part  if  his 
personal  participation  would  be 
necessary. 

Films  Subject  to  Restrictions 

Johnston  pointed  out  that  the  film 
industry  had  been  subjected  to  very 
special  restrictions.  Most  of  these 
restrictions  have  not  been  prohibited 
by  clauses  generally  included  •  in 
trade  agreements  since  these  clauses 
have  been  drafted  with  a  view  to  pro- 
tecting the  ordinary  article  of  com- 
merce. Thus  agreements  provide  U. 
S.  commodities  shall  be  accorded 
most-favored-nation  treatment  with 
respect  to  duties,  exchange  control 
and  internal  taxes  and  regulations. 

To  U.  S.  films,  Johnston  stated,  as- 
surance of  such  treatment  in  many 
cases  is  of  little  practical  importance 
in  light  of  that  in  many  cases  they 
may  be  the  sole  foreign  films  im- 
ported. Thus  a  restriction  on  the 
film  industry  may  be  technically 
valid  under  a  trade  agreement  so 
long  as  on  its  face  it  applies  to  all 
foreign  films,  whereas  in  effect  it 
may  be  unduly  burdensome  on  Amer- 
ican commerce  to  the  extent  that  the 
full  effect  of  the  restriction  is  borne 
by  the  American  distributor. 
Suggests  Clauses 

For  convenience  of  the  negotiators, 
Johnston  has  suggested  drafting  of 
clauses,  based  in  part  upon  the  1938 
Film  Agreement  with  Czechoslovakia 
and  in  part  deriving  from  experience 
obtained  from  operations  in  other 
countries. 

The  16  clauses  follow  in  part: 


1.  Exemption  from  ordinary  cus- 
toms duties,  charges,  except  for  ad 
valorem  values,  the  method  for  de- 
termining dutiable  value  to  be  speci- 
fied and  general  principles  upon 
which  dutiable  value  determined  on 
date  of  agreement,  not  to  be  altered 
to  detriment  of  importers  of  U.  S. 
films.  With  respect  to  customs 
charges  U.  S.  films  to  be  accorded 
most-favored-nation  treatment. 

2.  Films,  including  dubbed  ver- 
sions, to  be  exempt  from  internal 
taxes,  charges,  other  or  higher  than 
those  imposed  on  other  foreign  films, 
or  domestic  films,  and  shall  be  ac- 
corded treatment  not  less  favorable 
in  respect  to  internal  laws  than  other 
foreign,  domestic  product,  affecting 
distribution,  exhibition.  This  pro- 
vision shall  be  understood  to  pro- 
hibit application  of  quantitative  re- 
strictions in  respect  of  the  amount 
or  proportion  of  U.  S.  films. 

3.  No  new  measures  to  be  taken 
which  would  affect  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, placing  of  films,  including 
dubbed  versions,  in  a  position  less 
favorable  than  that  which  they  enjoy 
on  date  of  agreement.  This  provision 
to  preclude  imposition  of  quantita- 
tive measures  and  internal  taxes 
other  or  higher  than  those  in  effect 
on  the  date  of  agreement. 

4.  No  import  or  customs  quota  or 
any  other  form  of  limitation  on  num- 
ber of  exposed  films  shall  be  im- 
posed. This  is  not  to  be  construed 
as  a  limitation  of  normal  censorship 
regulations. 

5.  Import  permits  for  advertising 
material  shall  not  be  required. 

6.  Dubbing  of  films  in  language  of 
importing  country  without  obligation 
to  perform  process  in  said  country. 
No  obligation  to  dub  into  language 
of  country. 

7.  No  imposition  of  auantitive  re- 
strictions on  films  dubbed  into  the 
country's  language  outside  of  that 
country. 

8.  Companies  may  maintain 
branches  in  countries  in  conformity 
with  laws  and  regulations  in  effect 
therein. 

9.  Importers  shall  not  be  required, 
as  a  condition  to  importation,  to  pro- 
duce, purchase,  or  distribute  native 
product,  or  be  a  member  of  any 
official,  semi-official  or  private  trade 
organization. 

10.  Remittances  shall  be  accorded 
most  -  favored-nation  basis  at  the 
most  favored  rate  of  exchange  fixed 
for  payment  of  any  and  all  importa- 
tion from  abroad.  Governments  shall 
make  no  classification  of  imports 
which  will  place  the  U.  S.  in  a  less 
favorable  position  than  the  most 
favored  classification  of  essential 
articles  of  commerce. 

11.  If,  because  of  scarcity  of  for- 
eign exchange,  it  should  be  found 
necessary  to  establish  or  maintain 
controls,  governments  may  tempor- 
arily restrict  amounts  of  exchange 
available  for  remittances  in  payment 
for  U.  S.  films,  provided  there  is 
fair  and  equal  treatment  in  light  of 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


More  Screen  Time 
Seen  (or  British  Pix 


Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — British  pictures  may 
be  given  "considerable"  time  on  first- 
run  screens  in  this  country  during 
the  latter  half  of  this  year,  high 
trade  sources  indicated  yesterday. 

Although  no  comment  was  forth- 
coming from  MPAA,  it  was  learned 
on  good  authority  that  Eric  A.  John- 
ston, in  his  trip  to  Great  Britain  in 
April,  will  be  backed  by  informal 
pledges  from  industry  leaders  to  as- 
sure more  screen  time  to  British  pix. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  companies 
represented  by  MPAA  own  the  vast 
majority  of  the  first-run  revenue  in 
this  country.  While  some  top  in- 
dustry leaders  are  known  to  object 
to  any  "guarantee"  that  British  will 
be  given  more  nlaying  time,  it  can 
be  stated  that  a  definite,  if  informal, 
indication  that  this  can  be  done  will 
be  given  the  British  by  Johnston. 
The  MPAA  prexy  previously  has 
stated  that  the  door  is  not  closed  to 
further  discussions  on  keeping  the 
British  quota  down  to  present  levels. 

The  MPAA  head  has  indicated,  too, 
that  British  pictures  may  gross  a 
record  $30,000,000  here  this  year. 
This  in  itself,  trade  sources  said,  was 
an  indication  that  British  pictures 
will  hit  the  first-run  screens  as  never 
before. 


"No  Side  Agreements/' 
Raftery  Tells  UA  Meet 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

must  be  written  into  the  contract  and 
lived  up  to."  He  suggested  that  UA 
take  a  series  of  institutional  ads  ex- 
plaining the  company's  attitude  on 
this  policy. 

Others  who  spoke  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania-Washington and  Central  dis- 
tricts meeting  were:  J.  J.  Unger, 
general  sales  manager;  Edward  M. 
Schnitzer,  Eastern  and  Canadian 
sales  manager;  and  Paul  N.  Lazarus, 
Jr.,  pub-ad  chief. 


El  Paso — UA  regional  meeting  got 
under  way  yesterday  here  when  the 
Western  and  Southern  sales  division 
began  a  four-day  joint  convention  at 
the  Hilton  Hotel.  Delegation  was 
headed  by  Grad  Sears,  M.  B.  Orr, 
Fred  M.  Jack  and  W.  E.  Calloway. 


SICK  LIST 


MRS.  WADE  ALLEN,  Arcade  Theater 
owner,  Detroit,  seriously  ill  with  heart 
trouble. 

ALDA  CONNORS,  assistant  booker,  War- 
ners, St.  Louis  is  recovering  at  Deaconess 
Hospital  there  from  a  major  operation. 

H.  H.  MacDONALD,  of  THE  FILM 
DAILY'S  Chicago  staff,  is  confined  to  his 
home  by  illness. 

EDDIE  KLEIN,  head  of  Bay  State  Film 
Co.,  Boston,  is  in  Longwood  Hospital  re- 
'.  cuperating  from   an  operation. 
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Friday,  February  28,  194; 


Johnston  Urges  Ini'l 
Trade  Pact  Study 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 
a  previous  representative  period. 
Producers  and  distributors  to  be  free 
to  spend  excesses  over  allotted 
amounts  within  the  country  or  ac- 
cumulate excesses  in  local  currency. 
No  measure  to  be  established  to  con- 
trol foreign  exchange  imposing  quan- 
titative restrictions  in  respect  to 
importation  of  U.  S.  films. 

12.  Importers  may  submit  U.  S. 
films  for  screening  and  censorship 
without  super-imposed  native  lan- 
guage subtitles.  Importers  to  sub- 
mit titles  in  writing,  the  titles  pro- 
posed to  be  used,  and  to  again  pre- 
sent it  with  the  titles  super-imposed 
thereon. 

13.  Films  other  than  U.  S.  films  in- 
cluding dubbed  versions,  dubbed  out- 
side of  importing  country,  may  be 
imported  temporarily  under  bond  for 
showing  to  distributors,  or  for  cen- 
sorship purposes,  without  duty 
charges.  Rejected  films  to  be  re- 
exported within  a  period  of  30  days 
from  date  of  withdrawal  from  cus- 
toms. 

14.  U.  S.  films  including  films 
dubbed  into  the  language  of  the  im- 
porting country,  outside  of  that 
country,  once  imported  into  that 
country  and  upon  which  duties  have 
been  paid  in  connection  with  original 
importation,  may  be  taken  out  of 
that  country,  sent  to  another  coun- 
try and  thereafter  again  imported 
into  the  first  country,  free  of  cusr 
toms  duties. 

15.  Newsreels,  including  dubbed 
material,  shall  be  exempt  from  cus- 
toms duties  and  censorship. 

16.  Governments  shall  not  impose 
new  restrictive  measures  in  respect  of 
U.  S.  films  other  than  those  in  effect 
on  the  date  of  agreement  or  alter 
such  measures  then  in  effect,  without 
prior  consultation  with  representa- 
tives of  the  U.  S.  Government  con- 
cerning all  aspects  of  such  contem- 
plated action. 

Eighteen  countries  will  participate 
in  the  Geneva  meetings  of  the  Inter- 
national Trade  Organization.  The 
U.S.S.R.  will  not  be  represented. 

Johnston's  statement  listed  17 
countries  in  which  there  are  prob- 
lems affecting  importation,  exhibi- 
tion and  distribution  of  U.  S.  films 
and  in  each  case  he  detailed  current 
quota,  tariff,  remittance,  and  allied 
factors  which  hamper  freer  film 
trade. 


Reveal  MOD  Contest  Winners 

7,600  Participants  in  1946  Drive 


ports  received  from  theaters  par- 
ticipating in  this  year's  MOD  audi- 
ence collections.  It  was  revealed  that 
2,116  theaters  took  collections,  while 
a  total  of  7,600  participated  in  the 
drive  in  some  way. 

Judges,  presided  over  by  Jack 
Alicoate,  publisher  of  The  Film 
Daily,  included  Jay  Emanuel,  The 
Exhibitor;  Abel  Green,  Variety;  P.  S. 
Harrison,  Harrison's  Reports; 
Charles  E.  "Chick"  Lewis,  Show- 
man's Trade  Review;  Martin  Quig- 
ley,  Motion  Picture  Herald  and  Mo- 
tion Picture  Daily;  Herman  Schleier, 
The  Independent;  Ben  Shlyen,  Box- 
office,  and  Moe  Wax,  Film  Bulletin. 

Among  those  at  the  luncheon  were 
Emil  C.  Jensen,  campaign  director  of 
the  motion  picture  division;  Charles 
Reed  Jones,  publicity  director; 
Joseph  W.  Savage,  executive  direc- 
tor, National  Foundation;  John  J. 
O'Connell,  statistician  for  the  Foun- 
dation; Glendon  Allvine,  MPAA;  Mel 
Konecoff,  Martin  Quigley,  Jr.,  Jerry 
Jerauld,  Charles  A.  Alicoate,  and 
Lillian  Feldman  and  Thomas  J.  Mur- 
phy, of  the  MOD  motion  picture 
divisions. 

Prize  winners  revealed,  following 
the  judging,  included: 

Contest  No.  1:  Lamar  Swift,  Capitol,  Ma- 
con,   Ga.:    John   L.   Miller,    Henry's,    Hagers- 


( Continued  from  Page  1) 


town,  Md.;  Jack  Foxe,  Columbia,  Washington; 
J.  Cleveland  Hester,  Florida,  Pensacola;  Joel 
Margolis,  Capitol,  Washington;  Fred  MacMil- 
lan.  Earle,  Washington;  J.  Elmer  Redelle, 
Victory,  Dayton;  Orangelo  Ratto,  Palace, 
Washington;  M.  Tnode,  Princess,  Honolulu; 
Notis  Komnenos,  State,  Jersey  City;  Sol  Sor- 
kin,  RKO  Keith's,  Washington:  Roland  Rob- 
bins,  Trans-Lux,  Washington;  Mrs.  Louise  N. 
Miller,  Little,  Washington,  and  Sante  Macci, 
Wayne,  Greenville. 

Contest  No.  2:  S.  Frank,  Chief,  Coldwater, 
Kans.;  Ray  Syufy,  Rita,  Vallejo,  Calif; 
Thomas  R.  Staneil,  Rialto,  Grayling,  Mich.; 
Elaine  S.  George,  Star,  Heppner,  Ore.;  W.  E. 
Anderson,  Palace,  Mt.  Jewett,  Pa.;  Gerald 
Anderson,  Union,  Richwood,  O.;  L.  Frederick, 
Minnesota,  Lake  Bronson,  Minn.;  Marjorie  M. 
Muzik,  Lee,  Carson  City,  Mich.;  M.  L.  Rei- 
bold,  Princeton,  Princeton,  Wis.;  Carl  Mans- 
field, Colfax,  Schuyler,  Neb.;  Douglas  D. 
Bunch,  Parkway,  W.  Jefferson,  N.  C;  Roy 
C.  Hallo  well,  Amus-U,  La  Harpe,  111.:  Mrs. 
E.  F.  Weinreich,  Flasher,  Flasher,  N.  D.;  G. 
Wise,   West  End,   Birmingham. 

Contest  No.  3,  Division  1:  Harry  Bert  Lee, 
Rialto,  Terry,  Mont.;  Gerard  Lavigne,  Boxy, 
Island  Pond,  Vt.;  Frances  M.  Wright,  Rialto, 
LaBelle,  Mo. 

Contest  No.  3,  Division  2:  Paul  Horton, 
State,  Inman,  S.  C;  Milburn  Kenworthy, 
Nuart,  Moscow,  Ida.;  Earl  S.  McKendrick, 
Eldred,  Eldred,  Pa. 

Contest  No.  3,  Division  3:  Allan  Koff,  Mur- 
ray, Rochester;  E.  Chadwick,  Beverly,  Peoria, 
111.;  Jack  A.  Cameron,  Ritz,  Bartow,  Fla. 

Contest  No.  3,  Division  4:  George  P.  San- 
ter.  Radio  City,  Ferndale,  Mich.;  William  C. 
Riester,  Capitol,  Shamokin,  Pa.;  Walter  D. 
Heaney,  Mayfair,  West  New  York,  N.  J. 

Contest  No.  3,  Division  5 :  N.  A.  Meyers, 
Adams,  Detroit;  James  A.  Field,  Paramount, 
Salem,  Mass.;  Harvey  G.  Cocks,  Palace,  Ft. 
Wayne. 


Iowa  Would  Censor 
ilms,  Advertising 


IUUJ  POSTS 


The- 


W.    PARK,    assistant     manager,    Franklin 
ater,   Franklin   Square,   L.   I. 

A.  GUNDERSEN,  assistant  manager,  Lynbrook 
Theater,    Lynbrook,    L.    I. 

A.  PEARCE,  assistant  manager,  Freeport  The- 
ater, Freeport,  L.  I. 

G.  PRATT,  assistant  manager.  Fantasy  Theater, 
Rockville   Center,   L.   I. 

TONY  SOGLIO,  formerly  with  Columbia's  sales 
department,  has  just  joined  Max  Richards' 
Talent  Agency  as  assistant  to   Richards. 


U-l  Foreign  Meeting  Set 
For  Next  Month  in  Paris 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lined    for    the    meeting,    Seidelman 
said: 

_  "One  of  our  main  objectives  is  to 
give  territorial  managers  an  oppor- 
tunity to  select  the  best  pictures  for 
their  individual  countries,  before 
they  are  ready  for  distribution.  This 
has  never  been  done  before  and  we 
feel  that  the  plan  has  decided  possi- 
bilities. In  putting  our  foreign  mar- 
kets on  a  selective  basis,  we  hope 
to  meet  successfully  the  particular 
demands  of  each  country's  motion 
picture  audiences." 

The  meeting  will  bring  together 
Harry  Novak,  continental  supervisor; 
Louis  Foeldes,  general  sales  manager 
for  Europe;  Ben  Henry,  home  office 
representative  in  London;  Max  Men- 
del, supervisor  for  the  Scandinavian 
countries;  and  Andre  Salib,  Near 
East  supervisor. 

U-I's  field  contingent  invited  to 
Paris  includes  Etienne  Descombey, 
manager  in  France,  and  the  heads  of 
all  the  Universal  branches  in  the 
French  territory;  Emanuel  Zama  and 
Henry  Lombroso,  Italy;  Joseph  Denis 
and  John  Marshall,  Belgium;  Alex- 
ander Cosandey,  Switzerland;  Leo 
Gussen,  Sweden;  A.  H.  Haslund,  Nor- 
way; K.  E.  Jorgensen,  Denmark;  En- 
rique Aguilar  and  Manuel  Bofill, 
Spain  and  Portugal;  Eric  Hoskier, 
Algeria;  and  Victor  Michaelides, 
Greece. 

The  home  office  group  headed  by 
Seidelman  will  leave  New  York  on 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  on  March  7,  and 
will  include  Al  Daff,  vice-president 
and   general  sales  manager,  Harold 


U.  S.  and  Soviet  Battle 
For  Agfa  Color  Process 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

many,  it  was  learned  here  yesterday. 

In  effect,  the  battle-ground  has 
spread  to  this  country,  where  owner- 
ship and  disposition  of  the  important 
Agfa  patents  are  still  in  dispute. 

Although  the  formerly  German- 
owned  plant  which  produced  the  film 
is  in  the  Russian  zone  of  occupation, 
Americans  have  the  "know-how"  and 
German  scientists  are  believed  in 
this  country  developing  the  system. 

Russians  have  accused  Americans 
of  taking  German  scientists  from  the 
Russian  zone  before  the  Russians 
took  over.  Full  report  on  the  Agfa 
process  was  made  by  a  group  of 
Americans  who  studied  process  in 
Germany. 

Co-operation  between  the  Russian 
and  Western  zones  of  occupation 
generally  have  been  good  in  the  mat- 
ter of  production  of  stock  bases  and 
emulsion.  The  tug-of-war  over  the 
Agfa  system,  however,  has  given  no 
evidence  of  relaxing. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  disclosed  that 
German  production  of  motion  pic- 
tures under  the  leadership  of  Erich 
Pommer  soon  will  begin  in  the  Amer- 
ican zone.  Pommer  now  has  virtually 
completed  his  preliminary  work  as 
far  as  studio  facilities,  equipment 
and  personnel  is  concerned.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  keep  within  the  limit  of 
$80,000  which  American  authorities 
have  placed  on  each  production. 


Des  Moines,  la. — The  movie  ce : 
sorship  bill  introduced  in  the  Hou 
of  the  Iowa  Legislature  by  Rep.  Ha 
vey  Long,  R.,  of  Clinton.  ,wou 
provide  for  State  censorship,  f  ; 
motion  pictures  and  of  alr^feitei 
banners  and  advertising  in  conne 
tion  with  the  showing  of  films. 

The  bill  proposes  to  create  a  Sta 
department  of  motion  picture  ce 
sorship  and  licensing  within  t 
State  Board  of  Education.  The  dire 
bor  of  the  department  and  his  assis 
ants  would  be  appointed  by  the  Sta 
Board  of  Education  upon  the  recor 
dation  of  the  State  Superintende 
of  Public  Instruction. 

Bill  provides  that  all  films  excel 
newsreels,  religious,  charitable  a; 
films  shown  without  profit,  slu 
be  examined  and  licensed  by  the  d 
partment.  The  department  also  wou 
be  given  authority  to  inspect  ai 
approve  all  posters,  banners  ai 
other  advertising  used  by  theatei 

A  permit  fee  of  $3  for  each  l.Oi 
feet   of  film   would   be  assessed  < 
each  original  picture  and  $2,  on  ea< 
1,000  feet  of  film  for  each  copy 
the  picture. 


Navy  to  Drop  35mm.  In 
Favor  of  16mm.  Equip. 

Washington   Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAI1 

Washington  —  Plans  to  elimina 
35  mm.  shipboard  projector  install 
tions  in  favor  of  16  mm.  equipme: 
were  revealed  by  Com.  Bonnie  Powe 
Navy  pictorial  chief.  Command* 
Powell  also  said  that  the  Navy 
aiming  at  production  of  all  its  vai 
ous  films  in  16  mm.  color. 

Demand  for  film  from  all  Na^ 
branches  is  greater  today  than  at  ar 
time  during  the  war,  he  stated,  ar 
the  proportion  of  color  productic 
is  constantly  rising. 

Commander  Powell  said  also  th; 
the  Navy  has  thus  far  cleared  aboi 
850  of  its  training  films  for  tlji 
Office  of  Education,  and  referre 
briefly  to  inability  of  MPAA  Pres 
dent  Eric  A.  Johnston  to  provic 
blanket  clearance  for  non-militar 
non-commercial  use  of  all  Hollywoc 
footage  used  in  both  Army  and  Na\ 
films. 


Sugarman,  manager  of  the  newly 
created  foreign  16  mm.  department, 
Ferdinand  Rieger,  special  representa- 
tive and  Fortunat  Baronat,  foreign 
publicity  head. 


CHARTERED 


» 


KNICKERBOCKER  PRODUCTIONS,  INC.,  Ns 
York  City,  to  produce  motion  pictures.  Capitc 
$51,000  consisting  of  1,000  shares  prefern 
$50  par  value  and  1,000  shares  common  $1  p 
value.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Mary  Mo 
rissey,  Charles  E.  Schwengeler,  Howard  A.  Lc 
Willard  S.  McKay,   New  York  City,  attorney. 

CARAVAN  PICTURES,  INC.,  to  deal  in  st 
and  motion  pictures.  Capital,  150  shares  pr 
ferred  stock  $1  par  value,  500  shares  no  p< 
value  common,  16  shares  common  subscribe 
Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Charles  C.  Mills 
Clarence   Schmidt,   ohn   P.   Maguire,   Sr. 

FILMSTRIPS,  INC.,  New  York  City,  wit 
capital  of  $10,000  in  $10  shares,  three  shar 
subscribed,  to  manufacture  film  strips,  film 
Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Harold  L,  Schif 
Charles   Gottlieb,    Edith   Weston. 


*  ** 


*  *  * 
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Now  On  the  Presses 

THE    MOST   USEFUL    FILmI 
YEAR  BOOK  EVER  COMPILED 


Vk 


1947 


YEAR   BOOK 

OF 

MOTION  PICTURES 


Don't  be  without  this  veritable  gold 
mine  of  useful  information  in  one 
Handy  and  Beautifully  Bound  volume. 
Why  guess  about  facts  when  it  has 
"All  The  Answers"  to  the  Motion 
Picture  Industry  always  at  your  hand 
when  you  want  them. 


How  On  The  Presses! 

And  soon  ready  for  distribution 
FREE   to   all   Subscribers   of   — 


I 


Over  7000  Pages 
Covers  Everything 
Beautifully  Bound 


I     THE  FILM  DAILY 

Reserve  Your   Copy    NOW  ""  Mail  This  Coupon   Today 

THE  FILM  DAILY  ^^^^        ^^     -_         Hollywood  Office 

1501    Broadway  I  ™E^M»llS^~~  '     6425   Hollywood  Blvd. 

New  York  18,  N.  Y.     „  niMt OM^#I*»  ■  "^  VII  T.lt  I1M6     Hollywood,    Cahf. 

W^lFDAIiy 

Gentlemen: 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  THE   FILM   DAILY,  and  send   me  my  copy  of  THE   FILM 

DAILY   Year   Book    as   soon   as   it    is   off   the   press.     I    enclose   $10.00    (Foreign    $15.00). 

Name 

Street      

City State 


Film  Daily  Year  Book  covers — in  One  Volume — all  statistical 
and  informative  data  on  the  motion  picture  industry  and  places 
at  the  finger  tips  of  executives,  producers,  distributors,  exhibitors 
and  all  those  in  any  way  interested  in  the  film  industry  a  wealth 
of  valuable  information. 

A  subscription  to  THE  FILM  DAILY  will  not  only  keep  you 
informed  on  up-to-the-minute  news  and  reviews  but  will 
answer  your  every  question  on  motion  pictures  throughout 
the  year. 


"C01D  WAVE  CHILIS  B'WAY  GROSSES 

BUT  "BEDELIA"  SMASH ..." 

Headlines    f^RIETY 


when 
MOTION  PICTURE  DAILY  says 


(THE  WICKEDEST 
WOMAN  WHO 
EVER  LOVED!) 


FIGURES  TO  RING  UP 
A  TERRIFIC  GROSS! 


V 


On  Broadway  and  Main  Street "BEDELIA"  is  BOX  OFFICE! 

Ed  Emanuel  says.,  of  the  Harrisburg  and  Reading  (Pa.) 
Twin  World  Premieres,  ^Proves  beyond  doubt  that 
'BEDELIA'  will  do  outstanding  business!" 


ANOTHER  BOX-OFFICE  HIT  FROM  EAGIE-LION! 
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mew  Arbitration  Cases  Follow  Decree  Appeal 


I  wo  Complaints  Docketed 

I  i  Cleveland,  One  in  N.  Y.; 
lay  Others  in  Preparation 

II  Renewed  arbitration  activity,  as  a 
Il  suit  of  the  appeal  by  the  majors 
11  r  retention  of  the  system,  was 
■bparent  at  the  week-end  with  the 
||  ing  of  three  new  cases. 

Il  It  is  understood  that  several  other 
Hises  are  expected  to  be  filed  with 
I,  e  various  tribunals  this  week. 

|  Two  complaints  were  filed  with  the 
Cleveland  tribunal.  R.  D.  Stone,  oper- 
B:or  of  the  Idol  Theater  in  Lodi, 
Uhio,  naming  only  Loew's,  Inc.,  con- 
[J'nds     that     his    present     contract, 

|  aking  pix  available  after  first-run 
(Continued  on  Page 3) 


evin  Names  5  CR 
Jislricl  Managers 


Jack  Levin  of  Confidential  Re- 
orts,  Inc.,  has  appointed  five  new 
istrict  managers  to  represent  the 
rganization  in  the  field. 

Appointees  include:  John  J.  Shine, 
.tlanta;  Fran  S.  Ingres,  Chicago; 
)tto  Stradley,  Cleveland;  Barry  Hal- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Marker  Leaves  D  of  J; 
>ees  Scophony  Decree 

Joseph  B.  Marker,  special  at- 
orney  in  the  anti-trust  division  of 
he  Department  of  Justice,  who  has 
>een  handling  the  Scophony  case, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Buffalo  MPTO  Voices 
Protest  vs.  Taar  Bill 

Buffalo — Opposition  to  a  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  State  Legislature 
allowing  municipalities  to  levy  ad- 
ditional taxes  was  expressed  Friday 
by  the  MPTO  of  Buffalo  and  vicinity. 
A  telegram,  signed  by  state  prexy 
M  e  r  r  i  1 1  A.  Kyser,  sent  to  Gov. 
Dewey  stated:  "Our  organization 
vigorously  urges  the  defeat  of  the 
proposed  measure  allowing  munici- 
palities to  levy  discriminatory  taxes 
a  ainst   local    business." 


C/tiitecI  Artists  Without  Present  Plans  to  Ash 

Stay  of  Decree  Provisions,  Asserts  Raftery 

Pittsburgh — United  Artists  at  the  present  time  has  no  plans  to  seek  a  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  order  staying  provisions  of  the  Statutory  Court's  decree  in  the 
New  York  equity  suit  pending  the  high  tribunal's  final  ruling  in  the  action 
which  has  been  appealed  by  all  defendants,  it  was  said  here  Friday  by  Edward 
C.  Raftery,   UA  president. 

"Our  immediate  concern,"  Raftery  told  THE  FILM  DAILY,  "is  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  record  for  the  appeal.'' 

The  UA  prexy,  who  returns  to  New  York  today,  was  here  for  a  regional  sales 
meeting. 


Columbia's  26  Week   Seize 
Earnings  Up  265  G's    En 


Columbia  Pictures  reported  a  net 
profit  for  the  26-week  period  ended 
Dec.  28,  1946,  of  $1,560,000,  com- 
pared with  $1,295,000  for  the  same 
period  in  1945,  an  increase  of  $265,- 
000.  The  figure  is  equivalent  to 
$2.25  per  share  on  the  common 
stock.  Earnings  on  common  stock, 
after  preferred  stock  dividends,  are 
calculated  on  the  increased  amount 
of  common  outstanding  Dec.  28, 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Datiola  Files 
Claim  Suit 


Pittsburgh  —  An  order  directing 
the  U.  S.  Marshal  to  seize  and  im- 
pound all  books  and  records  con- 
tained in  a  metal  filing  cabinet,  and 
a  wall  locker,  in  the  office  of  Bart 
Dattola  in  the  New  Dattola  Theater, 
New  Kensington,  was  signed  late 
last  week  by  U.  S.  District  Judge 
McVicar. 

Order  provides  that  counsel  and 
auditors  for  all  parties  may  have 
(Continued  on   Page  6) 


UA's  Midwest  District 
Wins  Grad  Sears  Drive 


Okla.  Bill  Would  Permit 
Amusement  Tax  in  Tulsa 


Results  of  the  Grad  Sears  Gold 
Cup  Drive  which  started  in  July 
were  announced  at  the  week-end  by 
J.  J.  Unger,  UA's  general  sales  man- 
ager. 

Trailing  the  Midwest  district  which 
took  first  place  were:  Western,  New 
York,  Central  and  Southern  Districts, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Oklahoma  City  —  Legislation  per- 
j  mitting  cities  to  levy  additional  taxes 
!  through  their  local  governing  bodies 
!  was  placed  on  the  calendar  of  Okla- 
homa   Senate   Friday  by   Tulsa   and 
Oklahoma  City  lawmakers.   The  bill, 
advocated    by    Mayor    Lee    Price    of 
Tulsa  in  conferences  with  state  ad- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Treasury^  "Take"  Still  Up 

January  Collections  $37,054,761 


Astor's  Crosby  Pic  As 
"Road  to  Hollywood" 


Astor  Pictures'  Bing  Crosby  sub- 
ject, a  feature  assembled  from 
sh:rts,  is  now  receiving  test  en- 
gagements under  the  release  title, 
"Road  to  Hollywood,"  it  was  con- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington   Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DA'fV 

.  .  Washington— The  1946  box  office 
continued  its  merry  tune  right 
through  December,  according  to  fig- 
ures on  the  January  admissions  tax 
collection  released  today  by  the 
Treasury.  Total  January  collection 
— on  December  business,  was  $37,- 
054,761,  compared  with  a  January, 
1946,  collection  of  only  $33,741,350. 
(Continued  on  Page  71 


Shortage  Seen  Prolonged 
Up  to  Two  Years;  Weekly 
Deficiency  1,500,000  Ft. 

London  (By  Cable)  —  The  grim 
threat  of  prolonged  shortage  of  raw 
stock,  with  the  most  optimistic 
sources  seeking  it  continuing  for  a 
year  and  others  predicting  it  will  not 
end  for  two  years,  cast  a  pall  over 
the  British  trade  at  the  week-end. 

The  estimated  weekly  deficiency 
in  raw  stock  due  to  the  power  crisis 
is  placed  at  1,500,000  feet  in  in- 
formed trade  quarters. 

The  KRS  will  meet  today  to  re- 
view the  alarming  print  situation, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Fire  Safety  Measure 
On  Calendar  in  Iowa 


Des  Moines,  la. — A  bill  to  pro- 
vide fire  prevention  regulations  for 
motion  picture  theaters  was  brought 
out  by  the  Police  Regulation  Com- 
mittee in  the  House  of  the  Iowa 
Legislature  and  placed  upon  the 
calendar  for  consideration. 

Similar  to  bills  introduced  in 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


FWC  Dissolving  Pools 
As  Per  Consent  Decree 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Complying  with  the 

consent  decree,   Fox  West   Coast  is 

dissolving     pooling     arrangements 

with    41    theaters    in    Northern    and 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Sunday  License  Fee 
Proposed  in  Taunton 

Taunton,  Mass.  —  A  Sunday  per- 
mit fee  for  the  operation  of  theaters 
in  this  city  that  was  petitioned  by 
Councilman  Peter  B.  Gay  will  be 
brought  up  for  hearing  by  the 
Finance  Committee  before  the  City 
Council  tonight.  The  bill  would  im- 
pose a  charge  of  five  dollars  for 
theaters,  bowling  alleys  and  profes- 
sional entertainment  and  two  dol- 
lars for  juke  boxes  and  pin  ball  ma- 
chines. 
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mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Aletropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lmdberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 

Columbia   Picts 20'/2     20'/2     20'/2      

East.   Kodak    235       230       235       +  5 

do  pfd 195       195       195       —  HA 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 23 '/2     23 </4     23V4  —     '/2 

Loew's,  Inc 25  24'/2     24'/2  —     l/2 

Paramount     27 Vi     27  Vs     273/8  —     1/8 

RKO    14%      14l/2     143/4+      l/8 

Republic  Pict 8  75/8       7%   +     i/4 

Republic    Pict.    pfd...    143^     145/8      143,4   +      l/8 
20th  Century-Fox    ...    35%     35'/4     35V4  —     l/4 

Universal    Pict 26         26         26  

Warner  Bros 17  16%      16%   +      % 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

Monogram    Picts 4%       4%       4%      

RKO      43/8       4'/4       4'/4  —     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3%        3%      

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor      5  5>4 

Pathe      7  8 


WANTED — 

Well-known  film  service  company  has  open- 
ing for  girl  to  handle  responsible  switch- 
board activity;  taking  orders,  following  up 
deliveries,  etc.  Requires  Intelligence  and 
initiative.  Exchange  experience  preferred; 
switchboard  experience  unnecessary.  Reply 
in  full. 

Suite  608 
1600   Broadway  New  York 


cominG  nno  cosne 


GUY  W.  STOTT,  sales  manager  for  Stylon 
Corp.,  Huntington  Park,  Calif.,  arrived  in  New 
York  the  past  week-end  to  set  up  distribution 
for  tie  Stylon  popcorn  vending  machines  in  the 
Eastern    territory. 

LIGE  BRIEN,  special  rep.  for  Eagle-Lion,  will 
be  in   Pittsburgh  tomorrow. 

KENNY  DELMAR,  star  of  Eagle-Lion's  "It's 
A  Joke,  Son,"  will  make  a  personal  appearance 
at  the  Senator  Theater  in  Pittsburgh  tomor- 
row. 

ROBERT  SNYDER,  Cleveland,  O.,  Film  Clas- 
sics manager  for  the  past  three  years,  arrived 
nere  over  the  week-end  to  headquarter  in  his 
new  capacity  as  assistant  to  Albert  Dezel, 
president  of  Roadshow  Attractions. 

GRACIE  FIELDS  returned  to  town  from 
Florida  over  the  week-end. 

JEANNETTE  MacDONALD  is  stopping  over 
in   Detroit  on   her  way   to  the   Coast. 

GEORGE  SCHAEFER  arrived  from  the  Coast 
over   the  week-end. 

PAT  O'BRIEN  is  en  route  to  the  Coast  from 
New   York. 

ROBERT  MITCHUM  left  for  the  Coast  over 
the    week-end. 


Astor's  Jolson  Re-issue 
Playing  %  in  L.  A.  House 

West   Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — "The  Heart  of  New 
York,"  title  under  which  Astor  Pic- 
tures is  re-issuing  the  Al  Jolson 
pic,  "Hallelujah,  I'm  a  Bum," 
opened  Friday  at  the  Marcal  for  a 
two-week  run  on  a  deal  calling  for 
$2,000  against  a  guarantee  of  25 
per  cent.  House  has  put  a  $3,000 
newspaper  campaign  behind  the  re- 
issue. 


Bob  Savini,  Astor  prexy,  said  Fri- 
day that  the  Jolson  re-issue  is  re- 
ceiving a  series  of  test  engagements. 
Pic  was  put  into  the  Studio,  St. 
Louis,  and  into  the  Portsmouth,  N. 
H.,  for  trials  and,  according  to  Sa- 
vini, did  exceptionally  well. 


you 


have    1\J?\J  any 

PRESS  BOOK  PROBLEMS? 
Let  Me  Have   Them! 

•  I  have  had  several  years  experience 
with  all  phases  of  press  book  work  from 
cover  to  cover. 

AM  NOW  AVAILABLE 

BOX  122,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
1501    BROADWAY,   N.   Y.    18,    N.   Y. 


I  PRESS 

I  BOOKS     PHOTO  OFFSET 

^COLORCHROME  CC  -  ; 
mk.     A  A  R  T  s  E  R  v ' c  E 


2    BROADWAY  NEW   YORK  4 

WHITEHALL     4  —  3  7  2  2-  3  -4  -  5  -6 


COPYWRITI  NG 
•    ILLUSTRATION 

•    PASTE-UP 

•   STORING 

•    MAILING 


/7  Go&pplete  Se^uUoe 


ANDREW  STONE,  UA  producer,  is  in  New 
York  from  the  Coast. 

FREDERICK  Y.  SMITH,  Metro  film  editor, 
left  Hollywood  for  Washington  over  the  week- 
end to  edit  film  shot  recently  at  the  South 
Pole. 

JIMMY  STEWART  planed  out  from  Hollywood 
for  Dallas  yesterday  for  personal  appearance 
tied  in  with  Southwest  preeming  of  "It's  A 
Wonderful  Life,"  on  Wednesday.  DIRECTOR 
FRANK    CAPRA   will    join    Jimmy    in    Dallas. 

JOSE  ITURBI  left  Hollywood  over  the  week- 
end on  the  second  lap  of  his  concert  tour,  re- 
turning Mar.  21  for  additional  recordings  on 
Metro's   "Birds  and   Bees." 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  M-G-M  vice-president  and 
director  of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploi- 
tation, left  for  the  Coast  over  the  week-end 
by  plane. 

RUDY  BERGER,  M-G-M  Southern  sales  mana- 
ger, and  his  home  office  assistant,  LEONARD 
HIRSCH,  today  leave  Oklahoma  City  for  Kan- 
sas  City. 

SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS  returned  to  New  York 
Friday  from  Washington  where  he  attended  a 
Greek    War   Relief   Association   tea. 

MORTON  LANE,  of  the  Paramount  home  of- 
fice legal  department,  left  for  Chicago  Friday, 
to  be   gone  for  several  days  on  business. 

BILL  BURTON,  personal  manager  to  Dick 
Haymes,  arrived  from  the  Coast  over  the  week- 
end. 

PAULETTE  GODDARD  arrived  in  New  York 
today  for  London  trip  via  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
leaving  Friday.  Her  husband  BURGESS  MERE- 
DITH will  join  her.  Both  are  skedded  to  make 
separate   pix   for   Alexander    Korda. 

ALAN  MELVILLE  is  heading  for  the  West 
Coast. 

MOREY  GOLDSTEIN,  Monogram's  general 
sales  manager,  left  over  the  week-end  to  set 
up  previews  of  Roy  Del  Ruth's  "It  Happened 
on  Fifth  Avenue,"  in  Charlotte,  Atlanta  and 
Miami.    Morey    returns    in    10    days. 

MAUD  LAMY,  Paramount  French  star  and 
LINDA  SALZBURGER,  of  New  York  staff,  in 
Chicago   for   publicity   tie-ups. 

JACK  KIRSCH  planed  from  Chicago  to  Mi- 
ami Beach  to  visit  father,  Ben  Kirsch,  seriously 
ill   there. 

J.  J.  FLYNN,  Western  executive  and  assistant, 
JOEL  BEZAHLER,  on   tour  of  M-G-M  exchanges. 


FOR  SALE 

Rustic  Retreat  30  miles  from  New  York 
in  Hemlock-Pine  Setting,  natural  trout 
stream,  swimming  pool.  Furnished  5 
room  bungalow,  bath,  gas,  electricity. 
About    1    acre.      Write — 

BOX    124,     THE   FILM   DAILY 
1501    BROADWAY,  N.  Y.   18,   N.   Y. 


!  "PREVIEW  ROOdl" 

...   will   really   SELL   your  picture. 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  for  35MM,  16MM, 
|      and  Slide  Projection. 

COCKTAIL    parties,    luncheons    and 

■  dinners  served  in  this  versatile  room 
_      — setting    a   gay   mood   for   a  favor- 

■  able  reaction  to  your  film. 

■  Aside  to  Phil  M.  Daly: 

_  "Trade     showings     here    with     delectable 

■  vittles   DON'T  cost  anything   like  $15.00 
per  head." 

■  Good  Attendance   Guaranteed 

■  MADISON     AVENUE     at     54th     St. 

■  New  York,  N.  Y. 

_       Tel.:   PL.    5-3400        PAUL    GREEN.    Mgr. 

■  ■■■■■■■■riBH 


Grainger  and  Walton 
At  Rep.  Frisco  Parley  ; 

San  Francisco — James  R.  | 
ger,  Republic  executive  vice] 
dent  in  charge  of  sales  and  i 
bution,  and  Edward  L.  Walt 
sistant  general  sales  manage  | 
here  for  a  three-day  sales  - 
ence  which  begins  today, 
close,  they  will  return  to 
leaving  for  New  York 
end. 


aay. 
x>  the 

3 


"rlctnkin  Heads  FC  Branch 

Sol  Hankin  has  been  name< 
ager  of  Film  Classics,  Inc.,  r< 
acquired  branch  in  St.  Louis,  1 
Wheeler,  sales  manager. 


1\.  Y.  THE  ATE] 


7-RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  H/ 

Rockefeller   Center 

Spencer  TRACY,  Katharine  HEPI 
Robert   WALKER,    Melvyn    DOU 

"THE  SEA  OF  GRAS! 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture , 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE     PRESENTA 


"Paulette  GorjrJanl 
'  Fred  MacMurray 
1'Suddenly. 
Its  Spring 


JOtttW 

£  JOAN 

iavL. 
»    BUDDY  1 


"THE   BEST   PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR"— 

N.    Y.   FILM   CHIT  i 


The  BEST  Yea 
of  Our  Lives". 


Continuous  C      A   C'TVV'Q    »'  # 
Performance*     XVlJ  X  VyiV 


He   was    made   for   Actio 
She  was  made  for  Love 


JOHN 

WAYNE 


GAIL 

RUSSM 


"ANGEL^^BADMM 

with 

HARRY    CAREY       •       BRUCE    CS 
IRENE  RICH      •      LEE  DIXO 
A  JOHN   WAYNE  Productio 
A   Republic   Picture 

BRANDT'S  GOTHAM    . 
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,  mbia's  26  Week 
nings  Up  265  G's 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
This  was  622,782  compared 
595,447  the  previous  year. 
?rating  profit  of  the  company 
t"xes  was  $2,480,000  for  1946, 
.=-iwith  $2,250,000  for  the 
tplttd.  Figures  given  are  sub- 
;o  final  check  by   accountants. 


a.  Bill  Would  Permit 
isement  Tax  in  Tulsa 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
_,  tration  leaders  last  week,  is  ex- 
"d  to    bring    a    fight   from    the 
n  ative  committee  of  the  state  ex- 
^  )rs  organization.  It  would  allow 
X.   to  impose  any  taxes  the  legis- 
ts imposes  except  net  incomes, 
u  es,  inheritances  and  unconstitu- 
1     levies.       Apparently     Tulsa 
ildom  believe  the  proposed  law 
;,(d  clear  the  way  for  an  amuse- 
I U  tax.  A  10  per  cent  levy  of  that 
o;  nearly   went    on    the    book    in 
i   last  year,   but   attorneys   ad- 
31  a  delay. 


M  on  N.  Y.  Tax  Threat 

presentatives  of  the  MMPTA, 
-  ue  of  New  York  Theaters,  ATA, 
\ik  and  the  MPAA  met  Friday  to 
llass  pending  legislation  that 
|  d  impose  a  State  admissions  tax. 
f  results  of  the  meeting  were  dis- 
il  d. 


Circuits  Will  Use 
•dler  for  Girl  Scouts 


t  latest  count,  75  circuits,  repre- 
ing    more    than    900    theaters, 
;  promised  to  run  the  Girl  Scouts 
Anniversary  Trailer  which  will 
Available  Mar.  12.    The  one-min- 
S     short,      featuring      Margaret 
jjrien,    makes    appeal    for    adult 
Pnteers  to  act  as   Scout  leaders, 
re  is  no  pitch  for  dough.     Local 
j-j  Scout  councils  will  arrange  for 
».ts  through  National  Screen  Ser- 
once  manager  has  indicated  co- 
il ration. 
KO'S  Leon  J.  Bamberger  is  the 
jstry  rep.  on  the  National  Pub- 
Relations  Committee  of  the  Girl 
ats. 


[per  Opening  Bill  Killed 
-lontpelier,  Vt. — A  bill  to  permit 

ion  picture  theaters  to  open  at 
jjLm.  on  Sundays  was  defeated  in 

Vermont  House  of  Representa- 
|  s.  Sunday  films  are  permitted 
j:r  6  p.m. 


MD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Mar.  3 
rederica  EMetsberg  Bobby    Driscoll 

Larry  Kent  Edmund   Lowe 

Charlotte  Virginia   Henry 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Monday  Morning  Memos 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Didja  know  that  Charles  Francis  "Socker" 
Coe,  one-time  MPPDA  vice-president  and  general  counsel,  is  now  pub- 
lisher of   both   the   Palm   Beach   (Fla.)   Post   and   Times? "Socker" 

represents  the  new  owner  oi  the  daily  and  Sunday  papers,  John  H. 
Perry,  who  is  best  known  in  rural  journalism  as  the  "boiler  plate" 
king.  ...     •  The  New  York  Sun's  H.  I.  Phillips  should  watch  his  sense 

of  humor Such  items  as  "Plymouth  Church  and  two  schoolhouses 

were  sacked  and  badly  damaged  the  other  night  by  children  returning 
from  a  double  crime  feature  at  the  Acme  Movie  House"  may  be  pungent 
satire  to  Br'r  Phillips,  but  they  are  distinctly  unfunny  to  an  industry 
which  has  an  economic  stake  in  the  eradication  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency  There's  a  helluva  lot  more  crime  to  be  noted  on  the  news- 
paper's printed  page  than  on  the  theater  screen,  but  that's  no  reason 

for  attributing  juvenile  vandalism  and   delinquency  to  the  press 

Like  charity,  delinquency  begins  at  home.  ...  •  If  those  reports  of 
the  Hotel  Astor's  sale  (which  you  did  NOT  read  in  Your  Favorite  Indus- 
try Newspaper)  accomplished  nothing  else,  they  did  provide  Robert  K. 
Christenberry  with  a  swell  advertising  motif,  best  summed  up  in  the 
cute  lines,  "Business  is   going  on  as   usual  during  fabrications".  .  .   . 

•  What  with  the  War  Department  giving  the  green  light  to  Blanchard 
and  Davis  for  a  Hollywood  football  picture  interlude,  will  the  recruiting 
slogan  be  revised  to  read,  'loin  the  Army  and  be  a  movie  star?" 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  When  Byron  Price  takes  over  his  post  as 
Assistant  Secretary  General  of  the  United  Nations,  his  remuneration 
will  shrink  from  the  industry's  $75,000  level  to  a  salary  of  just  $13,500, 
plus  $8,500  allowances.  ...  •  That  Broadway  columnists  can  go  off 
on  tangents  is  scarcely  an  industry  secret But  the  height  of  some- 
thing or  other  was  reached  last  week  when,  in  commenting  upon  the 
New  York  Paramount's  new  price  policy,  one  commentator  from  his 
vantage  point  of  Miami  Beach  wrote  that  the  theater  "by  lowering 
prices,  can  equal  lush  war  revenues,  because  war  revenues  were 
made  up  by  service  men,  at  cut  prices,  in  case  you've  forgotten."  .  .  . 

•  Charles  Reed  Jones  gets  a  doff  of  Phil  M's  chapeau  for  an  excep- 
tionally  well  done   job   on   the   1947   March  of  Dimes   campaign 

Charlie,  Republic's  one-time  ad-publicity  head,  was  in  charge  of  the 
MOD  advertising-publicity  and  the  exhibitors'  collections  prize  contest.  .  . . 

•  Century  Circuit  is  instituting  the  A.  A.  Schwartz  Showmanship  Award 
for  the  best  Century  showman  in  honor  of  the  late  founder  of  the  circuit 
and  the  father  of  Fred  and  Leslie  Schwartz.  ...  •  DuMont's  backlog  of 
unfilled  receiver  orders  still  is  above  the  $3,100,000  mark.  ...  •  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Roosevelt  confirms  that  she  had  contemplated  legal  action  to 
prevent  the  portrayal  of  FDR  in  "The  Beginning  or  The  End"  but  was 
advised  against  the  move.  ...  •  Ray  Bell,,  erstwhile  of  Metro  and 
Loew's,  now  with  Capital  Airlines-PCA  in  Washington,  has  been  added 
to  the  directorates  of  the  American  Public  Relations  Association  and  the 
National   Association  of   Public   Relations  Counsel 

▼         ▼         ▼ 

•  •      •     PRE-SELLING  "THE  EGG":  Universal-International  is  really 

going   overboard   to   pre-sell   "The   Egg   and  I." John   Joseph   and 

Maurice  A.  Bergman  have  earmarked  $150,000  of  that  record  $850,000 
budget  allocated  to  promote  the  pic,  for  an  advance  "teaser"  newspaper 
campaign  to  run  in  80  newspapers  in  29  keys The  campaign,  al- 
ready breaking,  is  unique  in  that  it  is  being  started  eight  weeks  in 
advance  of  openings,  running  in  the  news  sections  of  the  papers  rather 

than  on  the  amusement  pages The  general  pattern  is  a  series  of 

16-100  line  and  150  line'  ads  to  be  followed  by  a  half  page,  1,200  line 
ad 


New  Arbitration  Suits 
Follow  Decree  Appeal 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

in  Ashland  and  35  days  after  Mans- 
field, is  unreasonable  and  should  be 
corrected  to  conform  with  clearance 
arrangement  offered  by  the  other  dis- 
tributors. Latter  contract  reads  seven 
days  after  Akron  and  availability  30 
days  after  territorial  or  national  re- 
lease. Complaint  names  Schine's 
Palace  and  Ashland  in  Ashland  and 
Madina  Theater  in  Madina. 

Second  Cleveland  case  was  filed 
by  the  Orville  Theater  Co.,  operators 
of  the  Orr  and  Grand  in  Orville, 
Ohio.  Naming  all  of  the  five  majors, 
complainant  asks  for  elimination  of 
all  clearance  now  enjoyed  by  houses 
in  Canton,  Wooster  and  Massillon. 

In  New  York,  the  Newtown  The- 
ater Corp.,  operating  the  Newtown 
Theater  in  Elmhurst,  L.  L,  named  all 
of  the  "Big  Five"  in  a  complaint 
that  asked  for  the  elimination  of 
prior  run  and  seven  day  clearance 
in  favor  of  the  Granada  Theater, 
Corona,  L.  I. 


St.  Louis  Income  Tax 
Law  Ruled  Invalid 


St.  Louis — Circuit  Judge  Robert 
Kirkwood  Friday  held  the  city's  in- 
come tax  law  to  be  unconstitutional 
and  void,  sustaining  the  suit  brought 
by  Carter  Carburetor  Co.  attacking 
validity  of  ordinance  passed  by 
Board  of  Aldermen  last  July  15. 
Ruling  affects  $2,500,000  in  annual 
revenue.  City  is  expected  to  take 
an  immediate  appeal  to  Missouri's 
Supreme  Court. 


FWC  Dissolving  Pools 
As  Per  Consent  Decree 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Southern  Calif.  Certain  pools  in  Los 
Angeles,  San  Francisco,  San  Diego, 
Long  Beach,  Riverside  and  other 
points  are  affected.  FWC  will  take 
over  full  operation  of  the  Nevada 
Theater  in  Reno,  Nevada. 


■H 
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Odd  Man  Out 


?9 


[  Two  Cities-Universal  ]  —  Dramatic  Atom  Bomb 

THE  scene  is  an  unidentified  city  in  Northern  Ireland,  no  doubt  Bel- 
fast. The  time  is  during  the  war ;  the  story,  an  incident  in  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Irish  Republican  Army.  The  action  starts  at  four  o'clock 
and  ends  at  midnight.  The  result,  brilliantly  produced  and  directed  by 
Carol  Reed,  is  the  unrelenting  and  uncompromising  drama  of  a  manhunt 
in  what  is  one  of  the  few  outstanding  examples  of  its  type  and  a  motion 
picture  which  has  substantial  possibilities  of  finding  ultimate  place  among 
the  screen's  greats. 

First,  the  dramatic  outline:  James  Mason,  out  of  prison  and  ill,  is  chief  in 
his  city  of  the  illegal  organization.  Funds  are  required.  A  mill  is  robbed. 
In  the  getaway,  the  group  escapes  but  Mason  kills  a  mill  manager  who,  in 
turn,  badly  injures  Mason  whose  companions  recoup  him  temporarily  and 
thereafter  lose  him  when  he  falls  out  of  the  escape  car.  The  remainder  of 
the  film  deals  with  the  man  hunt  and  Mason's  adventures  on  his  road  to  death. 
Two  of  his  men  are  cut  down  outside  the  house  of  ari  informer.  Another, 
seeking  Mason  and  finding  -him,  draws  off  the  police  and  is  captured,,  but  not 
before  Mason  gets  a  temporary  breather. 

Hundreds  of  police  are  on  the  trail.     The  pursued  man  hides   in  alleys, 

(Continued   on   page   8) 
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Odd  Man  Out" 


(Continued  from  page  1) 


shrinks  into  protective,  dark  corners,  endeavors  to  harbor  his  waning  strength 
in  a  horse-driven  cab,  falls  in  the  rain  and  mud  and  snow,  makes  his  way  to 
the  haven  of  a  saloon.  He  is  picked  up  by  an  underworld  character  who  is 
prepared  to  turn  him  over  to  police  or  friends,  depending  upon  the  greater 
reward,  gets  sorely  needed  aid  from  a  medical  student,  stumbles  out  to  meet 
Kathleen  Ryan,  who  loves  him  and  has  been  appealing  to  W.  G.  Fay,  the 
parish  priest,  for  information  and  assistance.  In  the  final  few  minutes,  the 
girl  and  Mason  meet.  Escape  cut  off,  she  fires  two  shots  at  the  police  ad- 
vancing across  a  snow-covered  square.  In  the  returning  fusilade,  and  as  she 
had  planned,  both  are  killed. 

Here  are  the  essentials  of  taut  and  vigorous  drama,  compounded  with  exact- 
ing expertness  in  the  screen  play  by  R.  C.  Sheriff  and  R.  L.  Green,  from  a 
novel  by  another  Green —  F.  J.  But  the  bigger  job  was  vested  in  Reed.  To 
bring  to  life  the  realistic  relentlessness  of  the  hunt,  to  probe  and  to  find  the 
soul-searching  required  for  utter  conviction,  to  develop  the  stark  mood,  to 
unfold  and  then  to  catch  the  uncertainties  and  the  cross-purposes  of  the 
good  and  the  less-than-good  characters  parading  the  screen — these  are  among 
the  contributions  of  Reed's  undeniable  talents  as  a  director.  His  work  is 
magnificent. 

Mason  is  completely  convincing  and  touching  as  the  illegal  resistance  fighter 
whose  inner  conflict  finds  him  unable  to  determine  if  the  processes  of  par- 
liamentary law  ought  not  give  way  to  violence.  Miss  Ryan,  whose  first  film 
this  is,  immediately  establishes  her  competency  as  an  actress  of  depth  and 
professional  worth.  Other  players,  drawn  principally  from  the  ranks'of  Dub- 
lin's famed  Abbey  Playhouse,  are  perfectly  etched  in  their  realism.  Shading 
them  for  comparative  values,  the  two  who  stand  above  the  others  are  F.  J. 
McCormick,  as  Shell,  and  Fay  as  Father  Tom.  Robert  Newton,  as  a  half- 
mad  artist,  and  Fay  Compton,  in  a  minor  role,  are  invaluable  assets  of  a 
noted  cast. 

Commercially,  "Odd  Man  Out"  has  Mason  whose  vogue  in  this  country 
is  on  the  upbeat.  This  film  will  enhance  his  popularity,  but  the  measure  of 
the  attraction's  ticket-selling  potential  perhaps  is  best  drawn  by  a  throwback 
to  "The  Informer",  with  which  this  bears  many  resemblances. 

First  reviewed  from  London  in  Motion  Picture  Daily  of  Jan.  30,  Peter 
Burnup  wrote :  "This  may  well  be  rated  in  years  to  come  among  the  screen's 
choicest  masterpieces".    His  appraisal  could  prove  correct. 

Tinkering  with  an  end  product  of  such  distinguished  values,  moreover,  may 
be  foolhardy  yet  the  opinion  of  this  impressed  reviewer  is  that  the  film  would 
be  better  served  in  less  length.  As  it  stands,  on  the  other  hand,  "Odd  Man 
Out"  is  a  drama-on-film  which  will  not  be  quickly  forgotten. 

Running  time,  113  minutes.     Adult  audience  classification.     Release  date, 

not  set., 

Red   Kann 


It  will  be  coming  to 
you  soon,  backed 
by  a  tremendous 
newspaper,  mag- 
azine and  radio 


THE' 
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Levin  Names  5  CR 
District  Managers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
bert,    Los   Angeles,   and   Arthur  W. 
Davis,  Philadelphia. 

Territories  are  as  follows:  Atlanta 
— Charlotte,  Dallas,  Memphis,  New 
Orleans,  and  Oklahoma  City;  Chi- 
cago—  Des  Moines,  Kansas  City, 
Milwaukee,  Minneapolis,  Omaha, 
and  St.  Louis;  Cleveland — Buffalo, 
Detroit,,  Cincinnati,  Indianapolis, 
and  Pittsburgh;  Los  Angeles — Den- 
ver, Portland,  Salt  Lake  City,  San 
Francisco,  and  Seattle;  Philadelphia 
— Albany,  Boston,  New  Haven,  New 
York,  and  Washington. 


Marker  Leaves  D  of  J; 
Sees  Scophony  Decree 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

has   resigned  his  post  to  return  bo 
private  practice. 

Marker  said  that  the  suit  against 
Paramount  Pictures,  Television  Pro- 
ductions, Inc.,  General  Precision 
Equipment  Corp.,  Scophony  Corp. 
of  America,  Scophony,  Ltd.,  and 
three  individual  parties  is  in  the 
process  of  being  settled  by  a  con- 
sent decree,  but  that  in  the  event 
present  negotiations  fail,  he  will  be 
available  to  the  Department  to  pros- 
ecute the  case. 


Foreign  Language  Critics 
Award  to  Goldwyn  Pic 

Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The  Best 
Years  of  Our  Lives"  has  been  voted 
the  best  picture  of  1946  by  the  For- 
eign Language  Press  Film  Critics, 
who  will  present  a  scroll  to  drama- 
tist Robert  E.  Sherwood  at  special 
ceremonies  over  WNYC,  Wednes- 
day. Andrew  Valuchek  is  president 
of  the  Circle  and  Sigmund  Gottlober 
is  executive  director. 


Max  Youngstein  Will 
Aid  Cancer  Campaign 


Max  E.  Youngstein,  Eagle-Lion 
ad-publicity-exploitation  head,  has 
been  named  consultant  to  the  mo- 
tion picture  division  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cancer  Society.  He  will  work 
with  Norman  Winter,  national  pub- 
lic information  director  of  the  or- 
ganization, as  a  volunteer  during 
1947. 


SICK  LIST 


FRED  WEHRENBERG,  MPTOA  prexy, 
has  been  confined  to  his  St.  Louis  home  by 
a  chest  cold. 

KURT  KREUGER,  Hollywood  player,  frac- 
tured his  left  leg  while  skiing  in  Sun  Val- 
ley. 

OSCAR  HANSON,  who  books  for  50  the- 
aters in  the  Omaha  area,  is  out  of  the  hos- 
pital at  Omaha  and  now  is  recuperating  at 
his  home. 


REVIEWS   Of  REUI  f ILW1S  SeizeDatlola Files 

In  Roth  Claim  Suit 


"The  Fabulous 
Dorseys" 

with   Tommy   Dorsey,  Jimmy   Dorsey,   Janet 

Blair 
UA  88  Mins. 

EMINENTLY  SALEABLE  PRODUCTION 
ENHANCED  BY  POPULAR  MUSIC,  CUR- 
RENT INTEREST. 

For  profitable  purposes  this  biography 
of  the  Dorsey  brothers,  their  rise  and  suc- 
cesses, their  falling  out  and  falling  in,  is 
good  bet  for  any  exhibitor  all  down  the 
line.  A  degree  of  warmth  is  achieved  in 
the  telling  and  the  production  has  ear- 
marks of  genuineness. 

There's  a  dozen  or  so  potent  names  de- 
riving from  the  popular  music  world  to 
assist  exploitationwise.  Chief  among  these 
are  Paul  Whiteman,  Charlie  Barnet,  Henry 
Busse,  Mike  Pingatore,  Ziggy  Elman,  Bob 
Eberle,  Helen  O'Connell,  Art  Tatum,  Stuart 
Foster,  Ray  Bauduc  and  the  two  orchestras 
of   the   Dorsey   brothers. 

The  biographical  treatment  is  solidly 
reinforced  by  music,  early  jazz  variety,  and 
the  many  numbers  the  pair  have  brought  to 
popular  acclaim  via  their  distinctive  ar- 
rangements. 

The  story  content  is  played  straight  for 
the  most  part  and  is  rather  serious.  Early 
days  of  radio  come  in  for  kidding  and  are 
made  responsible  for  a  number  of  hilari- 
ous moments. 

Sons  of  a  Pennsylvania  coal  miner  who 
gave  music  lessons  to  increase  the  family 
income,  the  boys  grow  up  to  form  their 
own  band.  Miss  Blair  is  right  with  them. 
Along  the  road  to  success  they  pick  up 
William  Lundigan.  He  serves  as  arranger 
and  later  the  romantic  interest  as  things 
pan  out  with  Miss  Blair.  Subject  to  fra- 
ternal fisticuffs  when  they  violently  dis- 
agree over  how  music  should  be  played 
the  pair  fall  out  and  go  their  separate 
ways.  But  before  this  schism  they  partake 
in  a  jam  session  that  is  a  moot  point  in  the 
proceedings  combining  the  varied  talents 
of  the  virtuosi  listed  in  the  second  para- 
graph. 

In  an  effort  to  bring  the  brothers  to- 
gether Miss  Blair  swipes  Lundigan's  con- 
certo and  arranges  with  Paul  Whiteman  to 
give  it  a  first  performance  with  the  Dor- 
seys playing  solo  parts.  When  they  learn 
of  each  other's  presence  they  leave  the  re- 
hearsal   hall  in  a   huff. 

The  Dorsey's  parents,  played  by  Sara  All- 
good  and  Arthur  Shields,  also  fail  to  af- 
fect a  reconciliation..  It  is  only  when 
Shields  dies  suddenly  that  they  are  reunited 
and  the  last  scene  is  a  gala  rendition  of 
Lundigan's  music  and  the  reunion  of  the 
lovers,  for  it  seems  they  too,  had  a  falling 
out.  Alfred  E.  Green's  direction  derives  in- 
terest from  the  proceedings. 

CAST:  Tommv  Dorsev.  Jimmv  Dorsey,  Janet 
Blair,  Paul  Whitman,  William  Lundigan.  Sara 
Allqood,  Arthur  Shields.  James  Flavin,  William 
Bakewell,  Dave  Willock,  Bobbv  Warde,  Buz 
Buckley,  Anne  Carter,  Sherry  Sherwood,  Hal 
K.    Dawson,    Andrew   Tombes. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Charles  R.  Rogers;  Di- 
rector, Alfred  E.  Green;  Original  screenplay  by 
Richard  English,  Art  Arthur,  Curtis  "enyon; 
Cameraman,  James  Van  Trees;  Musical  Director, 
Louis  Forbes;  Film  Editor,  Georae  Arthur;  Music 
Editor,  Walter  Hanneman:  Art  Director,  Duncan 
Cramer;  Set  dressing,  Robert  Priestley;  Sound, 
Walter  C.  Smith. 

DIRECTION,    Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


John  Wilson  Dead 

Minot,  N.  D.— John  M.  Wilson,  83, 
pioneer  exhibitor  and  one-time  may- 
or here,  is  dead. 


"I  Cover  Big  Town" 

with  Philip  Reed,  Hillary  Brooke  and  Robert 

Lowery 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Paramount  63  Mins. 

NEAT  OFFERING  GIVES  HILLARY 
BROOKE  HER  BEST  SCREEN  ROLE  TO 
DATE. 

Here  is  a  neat,  little  offering,  which 
gives  Hillary  Brooke  her  best  screen  role 
to  date  and  she  takes  full  advantage  of 
her  opportunity,  Philip  Reed  and  Robert 
Lowery  do  good  work  as  her  co-stars. 

Co-producer  William  C.  Thomas  effec- 
tively handled  the  direction,  William  Pine 
functioned  as  co-producer  and  Maxwell 
Shane  as  associate  producer. 

Miss  Brooke  is  assigned  by  her  man- 
aging editor,  Philip  Reed,  to  cover  "police." 
Her  paper  is  waging  a  war  on  police  chief 
Robert  Shayne,  who  develops  a  romantic 
interest  in  Miss  Brooke,  although  Philip  is 
also  a  suitor.  Her  rival  at  the  press  room 
at  police  headquarters  is  Robert  Lowery, 
who  manages  to  overhear  a  few  of  her 
'phone  conversations  with  Reed  and  use 
them  to  his  advantage. 

Mona  Barrie  is  found  murdered,  and  her 
husband,  Frank  Wilcox,  is  arrested  and 
charged  with  the  murder.  His  partner, 
Leonard  Penn,  comes  to  his  defense,  but 
an  investigation,  in  which  Miss  Brooke 
olays  a  prominent  part,  discloses  that  Penn 
is  the  real  murderer. 

CAST:  Philip  Reed,  Hillary  Brooke,  Robert 
Lowery,  Robert  Shayne,  Louis  Jean  Heydt,  Mona 
Barrie,  Frank  Wilcox,  Leonard  Penn,  Vince 
Barnett. 

CREDITS:  Producers,  William  Pine  and  Wil- 
liam Thomas;  Director,  William  C.  Thomas; 
Author,  Whitman  Chambers;  Based  on  the  Radio 
Program  "Big  Town";  Screenplay,  Whitman 
Chambers;  Associate-Producer,  Maxwell  Shane; 
Cameraman,  Jack  Greenhalgh,  A.S.C.;  Editor, 
Howard  Smith;  Art  Director,  F.  Paul  Sylos; 
Sound  Recording,  L.  J.  Myers;  Set  Decorations, 
Elias    H.    Reif. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Stoltz  Resigns  as  PRC 
National  Sales  Rep. 

Arnold  Stoltz  on  Friday  announced 
his  resignation  as  national  sales 
rep.  for  PRC.  Stoltz,  who  recently 
also  had  been  serving  as  assistant 
to  Lloyd  Lind,  whose  appointment 
as  head  of  Pictorial  Films  was  an- 
nounced last  week,  took  over  the 
sales  spot  after  serving  as  PRC's 
ad-publicity  director. 

Stoltz  said  that  he  would  an- 
nounce his  future  plans  shortly. 

Mark  Larkin  Opens  His 
Own  Publicity  Office 

Mark  Larkin  has  opened  his  own 
publicity  office  at  11  East  45th 
Street.  Larkin  launched  the  Coast 
engagement  of  "Henry  V."  He  will 
service  road  shows,  snecial  film  at- 
tractions, ad  agencies  and  publish- 
ers. He  was  formerly  with  the 
MPAA  office  here  and  in  Holly- 
wood, and  was  publicity  rep.  for 
Mary  Pickford  and  Douglas  Fair- 
banks. 


Marsh's  Father  Dead 

Cleveland,  O.  —  W.  Ward  Marsh, 
nhotoplay  editor  of  The  Plain  Dealer, 
was  called  to  Erie,  Pa...  by  the  death 
of  his  father. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

access  to  the  impounded  records  a 
all  reasonable  times. 

Seizure  order  arose  in  the  cours 
of  the  inspection  of  theater  record 
of  19  exhibitor  plaintiffs  now/jm- 
made  for  the  eight  distribut«|R< 
fendants  under  a  supplementary  o: 
der  granted  last  month  by  Judg 
McVicar  in  Roth  et  al.  v.  Paramom 
et  al.  Action  was  brought  son- 
time  ago  by  Dattola  and  23  othe 
exhibitor  plaintiffs  operating  in  th 
area.  Distributors  have  been  ii 
speeting  the  records  of  these  plaii 
tiffs  for  the  purpose  of  over  14 
counterclaims  filed  by  them  in  tr 
action  alleging  damages  from  frau< 
ulent  percentage  returns. 

Still  pending  is  a  motion  mac 
this  week  by  the  distributors  ' 
punish  plaintiff  Dattola  for  coi 
tempt  of  court  for  failure  to  pr> 
duce  for  inspection  by  the  distribi 
tors  certain  of  his  records  in  accon 
ance  with  previous  orders  of  tl 
Court.  While  awaiting  determin: 
tion  of  this  motion,  the  Court  issue 
the  order  directing  the  Marshal  1 
seize  and  impound  the  above  record 


Astor's  Crosby  Pic  As 
"Road  to  Hollywood" 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
firmed   Friday   by   Bob    Savini,    A 
tor's  prexy. 

First  engagement  was  day-an 
date  at  the  Times  and  Tower 
Sacramento,  with  the  picture  offer* 
on  a  double  bill  with  "Seco: 
Chorus."  Box  office  response,  S 
vini  said,  was  such  that  the  pi 
which  has  Crosby  singing  eig' 
numbers,   stays  on. 

"Road  to  Hollywood"  was  giv< 
a  sneak  at  the  United  States  Th 
ater  in  Paterson  and  clicked  to  tl 
point  that  it  was  booked  into  tl 
Paramount  in  Newark,  openi: 
there  last  Thursday  with  billii 
above  that  of  "Wicked  Lady." 

Astor,  it  is  understood,  has  be> 
holding  back  the  Crosby  subject  f 
some  months,  pending  clearance  I 
legal  technicalities.  It  is  said  th 
there  has  been  considerable  con 
spondence  between  Astor  and  Par 
mount  on  the  matter. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Sal  Asaro,  Paramount  secretai 
became  a  father  for  the  first  tir 
when  a  son,  Daniel,  was  born  to  hi  i 
and  his  wife  at  St.  Clare's  Hospit: 
Youngster  weighed  in  at  eig 
pounds,  two  ounces. 

A  six-pound,  14  ounce  boy,  Da^ 
Neil,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S 
Roman  at  the  Manhattan  Genei 
Hospital.  Roman  is  a  member 
Columbia's  home  office  exploitati 
department.   This  is  their  first  chi 
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J.  K.  Face  Extended 
Raw  Stock  Dearth 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
while  the  CEA  executive  committee 
i.vill  be  in  session  tomorrow  to  con- 
sider how  to  effect  the  necessary 
|;aving  in  footage  which  must  be  in 
rf_    ~e  prints  and  newsreels. 

•  ^J  CEA  has  suggested  the  com- 
plete elimination  of  all  British  news- 
•eels  during  the  emergency  period  as 
jiie  way  of  bridging  the  entire  gap. 
This  proposal,  however,  is  not  ex- 
pected to  find  general  industry  favor. 
Alternatively,  it  is  suggested  that 
a  million  feet  could  be  saved  by  in- 
creasing the  life  of  prints,  and  the 
remaining  500,000  feet  by  trimming 
the  newsreels  to  600  feet  per  issue. 

Love  Interest  Damage 
Suit  Filed  vs.  Loew's 


St.    Louis— Suit   seeking    $350,000 
damages    has    been    filed    in    Circuit 
,  Court  here  by  Mrs.  Bruce  Walcher, 
.of  Denver,  against  Loew's,  Inc.  Mrs. 
Walcher  alleges   she  was  made   the 
"hear!  interest"  in  "They  Were  Ex- 
pendable"   without    her    consent    or 
{knowledge. 
Her  petition  calls  attention  to  the 
I  story  in  which  the  hero  and  heroine 
I  were  named   "Rusty"  and   "Sandy." 
{She  states  it  was  apparent  the  char- 
acters represented  were  herself  and 
a  naval  officer.    She  asserts  the  film 
./earned  large  profits  because  of  the 
"love  interest.    Last  June  Mrs.  Wal- 
,.  cher  married   a  former   prisoner   of 
the  Japanese. 


Oregon  Kills  Admission 
Tax  Bill;  Mulls  Another 


Salem,  Ore. — Forty-fourth  Legis- 
lative Assembly  has  killed  an 
amusement  tax  bill  which  would 
have  levied  a  20  per  cent  fee  on  ad- 
missions. 

The  committee  on  taxation  which 
killed  the  former  bill  is  now  con- 
sidering a  new  measure,  No.  293, 
which  would  authorize  cities  and 
counties  to  license  and  tax  business 
occupations,  organizations  and  call- 
ings. Tax  would  also  apply  to  gross 
receipts,  gross  incomes  and  flat  li- 
censes. 


Charles  Livesay  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Charles  Livesay,  35, 
publicity  director  for  Sol  Wurtzel 
Productions,  was  killed  in  an  auto- 
mobile accident.  He  was  a  member 
of  20th-Fox  publicity  dept.  before 
joining  Wurtzel. 


RKO  Radio  Forms 
Trieste  Subsidiary 

Dover,  Del.  —  RKO  Radio  Pic- 
tures (Trieste)  Inc.,  has  filed  a 
charter  with  the  corporation  depart- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  State's  of- 
fice, to  deal  in  motion  pictures. 
Its  capital  is  listed  as  $10,000. 


Here's  Hope  (ing)  I 

It  will  be  Old  Hope  Week  when 
all  the  winners  of  the  brunette 
beauty  con.ests  to  be  held  next 
month  swoop  down  on  Bob  Hope. 
Fara.'s  exploiteers  are  behind  the 
plot.  In  each  of  14  key  cities-  con- 
test will  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
pre-release  engagement  of  "My  Fav- 
orite Brunette,"  starting  week  of 
Mar.  9.  Winners  get  free  trip  to 
Hollywood.  And  that's  where  Bob 
Hope  comes  in,  because  all  those 
gorgeous  gals  will  be  his  week-end 
guests. 


Treasury  Admissions 
Tax  "Take"  Stitl  Up 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
The  January  take  was  considerably 
below  the  $41,182,757  which  Uncle 
Sam  raked  in  a  month  earlier,  and 
below  par  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  but  at  the  same  time  it  was 
indicative  of  a  healthy  pre-holiday 
business. 

Total  collection  for  the  third  New 
York  (Broadway)  collection  district 
was  at  an  all-time  high,  with 
$9,229,990  rung  up  from  theaters 
and  night  clubs.  Theater  admissions 
accounted  for  $8,367,244.  Corres- 
ponding figures  a  year  earlier  were 
$6,737,202  and  $6,027,794— while  a 
month  earlier  they  were  only  $5,- 
324,468  and  $4,892,302.  Previous 
high  mark  for  the  Broadway  district 
was  rung  up  last  October  with  an 
overall  take  of  $8,284,324,  of  which 
$7,586,271  was  from  theater  admis- 
sions. 

Fiscal  year  take  from  admissions 
.hus  far  is  $281,573,745— nearly  43 
million  dollars  above  the  correspond- 
ing figure  of  $238,599,848  at  this 
time  last  year. 


Auction  Selling  Mulled 
At  WB's  District  Confab 


Auction  selling  as  specified  under 
the  Statutory  Decree  was  the  chief 
topic  of  Friday's  closing  session  of 
Warners'  two-day  district  managers' 
meeting  conducted  by  Ben  Kalmen- 
son  at  the  home  office. 

Howard  Levinson,  member  of  the 
legal  staff  representing  distribution, 
outlined  the  procedure  to  be  fol- 
lowed in  complying  with  the  decree's 
provisions.  Other  new  stipulations 
in  sales  methods  also  were  taken 
up,  following  the  previous  day's  dis- 
cussion of  clearance. 


Film  Editors  Sign  Pacts 
With  Four  N.  Y.  Companies 

Motion  Picture  Film  Editors  Un- 
ion, Local  771,  IATSE,  AFL,  has 
completed  negotiations  for  a  new 
contract  for  1947  with  Columbia, 
M-G-M  International  Corp.,  The 
March  of  Time  and  Pathescope  Co. 
Charles  Wolfe  is  business  agent  of 
the  unit. 


Fire  Safety  Measure 
On  Calendar  in  Iowa 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
previous  Iowa  sessions,  the  measure 
would  set  up  fire  precaution  regu- 
lations for  theaters  or  any  hall  or 
auditorium  where  movies  are  shown 
commercially. 

Administration  of  the  act,  which 
includes  requirements  for  the  width 
Oj.  aisles,  number  of  seats  in  each 
row,  venting  and  materials  in  pro- 
jection booths  and  the  handling  of 
film,  would  be  under  the  state  fire 
marshal. 


UA's  Midwest  District 
Wins  Grad  Sears  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

respectively.  Winning  district  man- 
agers in  the  same  order  were:  Rud 
Lohrenz,  W.  E.  Callaway,  Jack  Ellis, 
Moe  Dudelson  and  Fred.  M.  Jack. 

Prize-winning  branches:  Chicago, 
Winnipeg,  Minneapolis,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Atlanta,  Los  Angeles,  Philadel- 
phia, New  York,  Detroit,  Pittsburgh, 
Buffalo,  New  Orleans,  New  Haven, 
Vancouver  and  St.  Louis. 

Winning  salesmen  who  will  get 
$500  casn  awards  for  outstanding 
performance  during  the  drive  include: 
G.  B.  Davis,  Atlanta;  T.  R.  Barber, 
Dallas;  W.  T.  Keith,  New  Orleans; 
Nat  Ross  and  Irving  Mendelsohn, 
Boston;  Dave  Leff,  Buffalo-  Lou  Gei- 
ger,  Cleveland;  R.  J.  F'orman,  De- 
croit;  Sam  Rifkin,  New  York;  Wil- 
liam Scott,  Pittsburgh;  Harold  Ross, 
Washington;  W.  R.  Riddle,  Denver; 
iVl.  M.  Krueger,  Indianapolis;  John 
Graham,  Kansas  City;  Jack  Drum, 
Los  Angeles;  Moe  Provencher,  Mil- 
waukee; E.  J.  Stoller,  Minneapolis; 
C.  F.  Reese,  Omaha,  and  Jack 
O'Bryan,  Seattle. 


Para,  to  Offer  "Skies"  in 
Competitive  Situations 

Chicago  —  Paramount  will  offer 
"Blue  Skies"  in  competitive  situa- 
tions in  this  territory  after  having 
completed  deals  on  "Two  Years  Be- 
fore the  Mast,"  in  Westside  competi- 
tive situations. 

James  Donohue  will  hold  a  Para- 
mount district  meeting  here  this 
week  with  Allen  Usher  and  Harold 
Stevens,  Chicago;  Dick  Frank,  In- 
dianapolis; Ben  Blocky,  Minneapolis, 
ana  Jess  McBride,  Milwaukee  attend- 
ing. They  will  discuss  current  re- 
leases and  competitive  selling. 


Aim  "Roosevelt  Story" 
For  Globe  Bow  April  12 

"The  Roosevelt  Story,"  which  Tola 
Prods,  is  completing,  is  expected  to 
be  ready  for  a  New  York  opening 
at  the  Globe  on  April  12,  it  was 
learned  at  the  week-end.  Musical 
backgrounds  for  the  pic  were  re- 
corded at  the  Pathe  Studios  during 
the  past  week,  with  Jack  Shaindlin 
directing  a  symphonic  ork  of  40  and 
Robert  Shaw's  choir  of  50  doing 
the     vocalizing. 


THESE  ARE 

THE  WORLDS  NEEDIEST  WAR 

ORPHANS!  THEY  NEED  YOU  NOW! 

The  Motion  Picture  Industry  has  accepted  the 
humane  privilege  of  saving,  through  adoption. 
15,000  orphans  of  war-ravaged  Greece. 
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will  provide  for  a  war  orphan  and  will  sustain  and 
clothe  the  child  for  one  year. 

ALL  motion  picture  industry  personnel — in  theatres,  in 
home-offices,  in  branch  film  distribution  offices  and  in  Holly- 
wood studios  are  urgently  invited  to  form  "$80  SAVES 
A  GREEK  WAR  ORPHAN"  Clubs  and  thus  adopt  one 

or  more  GREEK  WAR  ORPHANS  for  one  year. 

NO  THEATRE  COLLECTIONS  ARE  REQUESTED 

.  ,  .  although  outside  contributions  are  desired. 
Local  merchants  and  suppliers  to  this  industry 
may  participate  with  generous  contributions  to 
YOUR  CLUB. 
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FORM  YOUR  CLUBS  NOW! 
START  COLLECTING 
NOW! 


MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY'S  APPEAL  FOR  THE  WAR  ORPHANS  OF  GREECE 

in  honor  of  SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS— March  8th  to  April  8th 


-M.    F.    production   Dist. 
28  W.     44th    St.     21st    floor 
New  York      II.    Y. 


Intimate  In  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent  in  Thought 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
Twenty- Eight  Years  Old 


-1FDAILY 


V  ^91.  NO.  43 


NEW  YORK,  TUESDAY,  MARCH  4,  1947 


TEN  CENTS 


PLED  TO  STflV  POBTIOnS  Of  DECREE  LIKELV 

Rights  to  40  UJL  Features  Acquired  by  Broders 


10  Year  Deal  Negotiated 
Covers  U.  S.  and  Canada; 
Forming  New  Corporation 


Paul  and  Jack  Broder,  leading  De- 
troit indie  circuit  operators,  have 
acquired  distribution  rights  for 
United  States  and  Canada  for  10 
years  on  40  United  Artists  features, 
^including  a  series  of  13  "Hopalong 
Cassidy"  westerns. 

The  Broders  are  now  forming  a 
new  corporation,  with  general  offices 
in  New  York,  Detroit  and  Los  An- 
geles to  be  known  as  the  Broder 
American  Releasing  Corp.  Tempo- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


PRC  Launches  Thomas 
Sales  Drive  Apr.  23 


Birthday  .of  Harry  Thomas,  PRC 
J  president,  April  23,  will  launch  the 
:ompany's  "Harry  Thomas  Sales 
Drive  for  1947."  Nucleus  of  the 
irive  will  be  the  offering  of  the 
company's  Spring  Specials,  includ- 
ing "Born  to  Speed,"  "Devil  on 
Wheels,"  "Untamed  Fury"  and  cur- 
rent Philo  Vance  releases.  Details 
n  prizes  and  contest  rules  will  be 
(Continued  en  Page  7) 


fCA  to  Oppose  Hike 
'In  Minn.  License  Fees 


I  Minneapolis — A  public  hearing  on 
;he  proposed  increase  of  license  fees 
lere,  including  motion  picture  the- 
aters, will  be  held  today  by  the  ways 
and  means  committee,  health  and 
lospital  committee  and  license  com- 
"nittee  of  the  City  Council. 
Minneapolis  members  of  North 
(Continued  en  Page  7) 


10%  Admission  Tax 
Bill  Pends  in  S.  D. 

Pierre,  S.  D.  —  A  10  per  cent  tax 
en  admissions  to  theaters  and  ball- 
rooms has  been  proposed  in  a  bill 
introduced  in  the  legislature  here. 
Proceeds  would  go  for  municipali- 
ties or  township  general  funds. 


20TH-FOX  BUYS  INTO  R0BBINS 

Purchases  26  Per  Cent  Interest  Once  Held  by  Jack  Robbins 
From  Loew's;  Price  Reported  at  About  $600,000 


Purchase  by  20th  Century-Fox  of 
a  substantial  interest  in  Robbins 
Music  Corp.  was  announced  yester-  I 
day  by  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  presi- 
dent of  Robbins  and  vice-president 
and  treasurer  of  Loew's.  According 
to  other  sources,  the  interest  amounts 
to  26  per  cent  of  the  Robbins  stock 
and  represents  the  amount  held  by  I 


Jack  Robbins  prior  to  its  sale  to 
Loew's  last  year.  Purchase  price  was 
approximately  $600,000. 

Twentieth-Fox  plans  to  publish  its 
music  through  Robbins  whenever  it 
has  the  rights,  while  the  long-range 
Robbins'  plans  include  the  publica- 
tion of  more  motion  picture  music. 

At  a  meeting  of  Robbins  stockhold- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Higher  Ticket  Levy 
Looms  In  Alabama 


Montgomery,  Ala.  —  A  new  tax 

loomed  on  the  horizon  here  as  the 
county  asked  legislative  authority 
to  levy  a  sales  tax  not  exceeding  one 
per  cent  for  the  building  and  main- 
tenance of  a  county  general  hospital. 
If  authority  is  granted,  voters  will 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Admission  Tax  Threat 
Grows  in  SI.  Louis 


Censorship  Bill  Filed 
In  Delaware's  House 


Dover,  Del. — The  time  for  intro- 
duction of  new  bills  in  the  Delaware 
legislature  has  now  expired. 

In  the  House,  Rep.  Warren  G. 
Fanning,  Republican,  New  Castle 
County,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


St.  Louis,  Mo.  —  The  decision  of 
Circuit  Judge  Robert  J.  Kirkwood 
on  holding  the  city's  municipal  tax 
on  the  earnings  of  individuals  and 
the  net  profits  of  business  concerns 
to  be  "unconstitutional  and  void" 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Industry  Committee  Meets 
On  Greek  Orphans  Drive 


The  motion  picture  industry  com- 
mittee of  the  Greek  War  Orphans 
Appeal  met  yesterday  in  the  offices 
of  ATA  for  a  discussion  of  plans  for 
exhibitor  participation  in  the  drive 
which  begins  Saturday. 

Si  H.  Fabian,  co-chairman  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Ind.  A  TO  Asking  More  Prints 

Quotas  Said  Unwarranted  Condition 


MPEA  Southeast  Asia 
Subsidiary  Chartered 

Dover,  Del. — Motion  Picture  Ex- 
port Association  (Southeast  Asia) 
Inc.,  has  filed  a  charter  with  the  cor- 
poration department  of  the  secretary 
of  state's  office  to  deal  in  motion 
pictures.  Its  capital  is  listed  as  100 
shares  of  no  par  value  stock. 


Indianapolis  —  Holding  that  this 
area  formerly  had  almost  half  again 
as  many  prints  to  work  with  as  at 
present,  a  bulletin  of  the  Associated 
Theater  Owners  of  Indiana  terms 
present  print  quotas  an  "unwar- 
ranted condition."  Distributors,  the 
ATO  claims,  have  not  returned  to  the 
number  of  prints  once  thought  neces- 
sary to  serve  the  area,  although  the 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Para.  Said  to  Be  Consider- 
ing Move,  Others  Among 
"Big  Five"  May  Follow 

The  likelihood  of  a  petition  to  the 
Supreme  Court  for  a  stay  of  at  least 
portions  of  the  decree  by  one  or 
more  of  the  "Big  Five"  became  ap- 
parent yesterday  when  a  spokesman 
for  Paramount  stated  that  the  com- 
pany was  considering  such  a  step. 

Despite  the  insistence  by  some 
attorneys  last  week  that  a  request 
for  a  stay  was  "unlikely,"  several 
industry  observers  have  expressed 
the  opinion  that  a  move  of  this  kind 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Dutch  Indie  Gets 
22  American  Films 


More  than  a  score  of  features 
produced  by  Sam  Goldwyn,  David  O. 
Selznick,  Howard  Hughes  and  Ed- 
ward Small  have  been  acquired  for 
Holland  distribution  by  Frederick 
Strengbolt,  president  of  the  Dutch 
Distributors  Association  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Bioscoop  Bond,  it 
was  learned  yesterday. 

Deals  were  closed  in  New  York 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


L.  E.  Gordon  Named  Prexy 
Of  Two  Butterfield  Cos. 


Detroit — At  a  directors  meeting  of 

W.  S.  Butterfield  Theaters,  Inc.  and 

Butterfield    Michigan   Theaters    Co., 

the  following  officers  for  each  com- 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


House  Labor  Com.  to 
Hear  Johnston  Today 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  MPAA  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston  today  will  present 
his  views  on  the  Hollywood  strike 
and  ether  labor-management  prob- 
lems before  the  House  Labor  Com- 
mittee. Johnston  is  expected  to  de- 
tail the  study  made  by  the  Commit- 
tee for  Economic  Development. 
Johnston  heads  a  special  committee 
which  drafted  the  CED  proposals. 
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Colvin  Has  Close  Call 
As  Auto  Drops  18  Ft. 


Pix  Admission  Prices 
At  Too  High  Levels? 


St.    Louis — Ray   Colvin,   prexy   of 

=    the    EDPA    and    owner    of    the    St. 

Vol.  91,  No.  43      Tues.,  Mar.  4, 1947      io  Cents    Louis  Exhibitors  Supply  Co.,  had  a 

^^==========1    narrow  escape  from  death  when  his 

Publisher  automobile  skidded  on  an  icy  section 
of  U.  S.  No.  40  near  Wright  City, 
and  dropped  18  feet  into  a  ditch. 
Ray  escaped  with  minor  bruises  and 
the  car  later  was  able  to  reach  St. 
Louis  under  its  own  power. 
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Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN—John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
Tohn  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 


Financial. 


(Mon.,  Mar.  3) 


NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 


Net 


High  Low  Close       Chg. 

Am.   Seat 20>/2  20 Vi  20 V2  —     Vl 

Columbia   Picts 20V2  20V2     20V2      

East.   Kodak    242%  217  Va  242%   +  6% 

Gen.   Prec.    Eq 23  22%     23          

Loew's,  Inc 24 V2  24  24       —     Vz 

Paramount     273/8  27  273/s   +     % 

RKO      143/4  141/2  14%—     % 

20th  Century-Fox  . .  .    353/8  35%  35%   +     % 

20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  433,4  4334  433A  —  1 1/4 

Warner  Bros 16%  16'/2  I6V2  —     Va 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram   Picts.    .  .  .      4%       4%       4%      

RKO      41/4       4%       41/4     

Technicolor      1534     15%     153/4  —     Vi 

Trans-Lux      41/2       4%       4V2   +     Vi 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor     4%       5% 

Pathe       7  73/4 


MERVIN    ASH    *    CO. 

MEMBERS 
NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 
Statistical  information  on  listed  and  un- 
listed   securities  available    upon   request. 

Telephone:   HAnover  2-3050 
61    BROADWAY  NEW  YORK 


Carr  Hurt,  Wife  Killed 
In  Cincy  Auto  Crash 

Cleveland,  O.— Wade  M.  Carr,  dis- 
trict manager  for  Manley,  Inc.,  suf- 
fered a  broken  leg  in  an  automobile 
accident  in  which  his  wife  lost  her 
life.  The  accident  occurred  near 
Cincinnati,  when  a  truck  pulled  out 
ahead  of  him.  Carr  is  now  at  the 
home  of  his  sister  in  Sapulpa,  Okla. 
The  Manley  office  is  being  operated 
by  Rachael  Crum  during  Carr's 
absence. 


Belief  that  admission  prices,  said 
to  be  more  than  50  per  cent  higher 
than  six  years  ago,  are  now  too 
high,  is  said  to  be  held  by  some  film 
company  officials,  according  to  an 
article  by  Shelly  Pierce  in  the  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce.  Pierce  reports 
that  the  executives  fear  that  prices 
at  this  level  are  likely  to  make  the 
industry  especially  vulnerable  in  the 
event  of  a  business  recession,  and 
that  they  would  like  to  see  scales 
cut  before  such  an  eventuality  ar- 
rives. Officials  are  said  to  feel  that 
the  extent  to  which  prices  have  ad- 
vanced would  make  possible  a  down- 
ward adjustment  without  serious 
dislocation  in  the  industry. 


comma  and  Gome 


National  Ass'n  of  16  mm. 
Exhibitors  to  be  Formed 


Gould  Ups  Bromberg; 
Urbina  Rejoins  UA, 

Promotion  of  Asmar  Bromberg  to 
the  post  of  regional  supervisor  of 
Mexico,  Cuba,  Puerto  Rico,  Canal 
Zone,  Colombia,  Trinidad,  Venezuela 
and  the  Caribbean  area,  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  Walter  Gould, 
United  Artists'  foreign  manager. 
Bromberg  has  been  general  man- 
ager in  Mexico.  At  the  same  time 
Gould  revealed  the  appointment  of 
J.  B.  Urbina  as  Bromberg's  successor 
in  Mexico.  Urbina  rejoins  UA  after 
a  lapse  of  five  years. 


Sears  Heads  UA  Execs. 
Headed  for  Chi.  Parley 

El  Paso,  Tex. — Gradwell  L.  Sears, 
UA  vice-president  in  charge  of  dis- 
tribution; Maury  Orr,  Western  sales 
manager,  and  George  Raftery,  of 
the  company's  legal  counsel,  are  en- 
route  to  Chicago  for  the  last  of  a 
series  of  sales  meetings.  They  will 
be  joined  there  by  J.  J.  Unger,  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  and  Paul  N. 
Lazarus,  Jr.,  advertising  and  pub- 
licity director,  who  are  coming  from 
the  home  office. 


Public  Relations  Urged 
To  Prevent  Poor  Biz 


Indianapolis  —  Pointing  out  that 
exhibitors  must  do  everything:  pos- 
sible to  keep  grosses  from  sliding  off 
to  a  dangerous  point,  the  Associated 
Theater  Owners  of  Indiana  is  plug- 
ging a  program  of  public  relations 
among  its  members. 

In  a  bulletin  dated  yesterday,  ATO 
suggested  free  matinee  admissions 
for  honor  students  at  local  schools, 
in  co-operation  with  education  offi- 
cials. Association  also  suggested 
children's  matinees,  using  the  plans 
and  films  advocated  by  the  MPAA. 

SBO  Leases  in  Detroit 

Detroit — J.  E.  Fontaine,  Selznick 
rep.,  completed  a  lease  here  for 
office  space  in  the  Donovan  Building. 


Pinconning,  Mich. — An  organiza- 
tion of  16  mm.  exhibitors,  to  be  set 
up  on  a  national  basis,  is  being  ad- 
vocated by  Fred  Joseph  Campau, 
owner  of  Northern  News  and  Film 
Service.  Group,  to  be  known  as  the 
National  Association  of  16  mm.  Ex- 
hibitors, is  to  be  started  with  the 
organization  of  one  or  more  locals 
who  will  elect  local  and  national 
officers.  Plan,  as  outlined  by  Cam- 
pau, will  eventually  embrace  locals 
in  various  sections  of  the  country. 


Herbert  Sorrell  Found 
Beaten  After  Kidnapping 


Los  Angeles  —  Conference  of 
Studio  Unions  Prexy  Herbert  K. 
Sorrell  was  found  beaten  and  bound 
near  a  Bakersfield  highway.  Sorrell 
said  he  was  kidnapped  Sunday  night 
in  San  Fernando  by  three  armed 
men. 

He  said  he  was  handcuffed  and 
bound  and  thrown  from  a  car  as 
his   assailants   drove   on. 

Motion  Pictures  Painters  Local 
644,  of  which  he  is  business  agent, 
has  offered  $2,500  reward  for  infor- 
mation leading  to  arrest  and  convic- 
tion of  the  three  men. 


Maurice  Bergman  Back 
At  Desk  at  Universal 


Maurice  A.  Bergman,  "U"-I  East- 
ern advertising  and  publicity  direc- 
tor, has  returned  to  his  desk,  follow- 
ing recuperation  from  a  chipped  hip- 
bone sustained  in  a  fall  from  a 
horse  in  Frisco  several  weeks  ago. 


Benny  and  Ace  Bands 
Set  for  Chicago  Theater 

Chicago — Nate  Piatt,  B  &  K  stage 
show  head,  reports  these  attractions, 
booked  during  the  next  two  months 
for  the  ace  Chicago  Theater:  King 
Cole  Trio,  Guy  Lombardo  and  ork, 
Jack  Benny  and  his  troupe,  Carmen 
Cavallero  and  band  and  Sammy 
Kaye  and  band. 


W.  C.  (BILL)  DeVRY,  president,  and  H. 
(BOB)  ENGEL,  general  sales  manager  of 
Vry  Corp.,  Chicago,  head  a  large  delegation 
DeVry  executives  in  Atlantic  City  to  att 
the  National  Education  Association  Conv 
tion. 

A.  A.  WARD,  vice-president  and  JOHN 
HILLIARD,  chief  engineer  of  Altec  Lans 
Corp.,  are  in  New  York  for  a  week's  busin 
trip.  A 

BERNARD    LEWIS   entrains   for    Hof^^d 
day    to   take    up    his    new   duties    as   executi 
assistant  to  Hal   Home,  vice-president  in  cha 
of   production    for   Story    Productions,   Inc. 

H.  M.  RITCHEY,  M-G-M  public  relati 
chief,  returned  to  his  desk  yesterday  after 
month's  vacation   in   Florida. 

FRED    ASTAIRE    arrived    yesterday    from 
Coast. 

PAULETTE  GODDARD  will  be  in  New  Y> 
tomorrow   en   route   to   England. 

VICTOR  MATURE  arrived  yesterday  from  H 
lywood. 

PHIL  REISMAN,  RKO  foreign  chief,  rerun- 
to   New  York   yesterday   from   South   America 

SID  KRAMER,  assistant  to  Harry  Michels> 
RKO  short  subjects  sales  manager,  arrived 
Hollywood   yesterday  for  studio    conferences. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  Eagle  -  Lion  exploitat 
chief,  will  go  to  Philadelphia  today  for  openi 
of  "It's  A  Joke,  Son,"  at  the  Aldine. 

ART  ANDERSON,  Minneapolis  Warner  brar 
manager,   on    leave,   is  at   Hot  Springs,   Ark. 

MAURICE  GRAD,  Columbia's  short  subjec 
sales  manager,  left  yesterday  on  a  10-day  sw; 
through  branches  in  Atlanta,  Charlotte,  N 
Orleans  and  Washington,  to  confab  on  "Ja 
Armstrong"   and   current   shorts. 

TOM  DRAKE  and  TOM  ROGERS,  of  M-G-A. 
publicity    department,   are    in    Baltimore,    Md. 

CHARLES  E.  KESSNICH,  Southern  M-G 
district  manager,  returned  to  his  Atlanta  hea 
quarters  yesterday  after  a  visit  to  Charlotte. 

RUDY   BERGER,  M-G-M   Southern  sales  man 
ger;    BURTUS    BISHOP,    JR.,    district    manag 
and  LEONARD  J.  HIRSCH,  home  office  assista 
to     Berger,    are    in    Kansas    City    and    plan 
leave   there    Friday   for   Oklahoma    City. 

JOE  PASTERNAK,  M-G-M  producer,  is  n. 
in  Chicago  and  will  leave  there  today  for  t 
studio. 

F.  J.  A.  MCCARTHY,  U-l  Southern  a 
Canadian  sales  manager,  will  leave  New  Yo 
tomorrow  for  Jacksonville,  Florida,  on  a  bw 
ness  trip. 

CHARLES  K.  STERN,  Loew's  assistant  treast 
er,  will  leave  Los  Angeles  for  New  York  tome 
row. 

HILDA  LESSER,  secretary  to  E.  M.  SAUI 
DERS,  M-G-M  assistant  general  sales  manage 
is  now  vacationing  on  the  Coast. 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  RKO  Metropolitan  di 
trict  manager  and  captain  of  the  1947  N< 
Depinet  drive,  will   be   in   Denver    Friday. 

CONSTANCE  COLLIER  leaves  on  the  Que. 
Elizabeth,    Friday,    for    Korda    assignment. 

CAROL  REED   leaves  for  Hollywood   later  rh: 
week. 

EMIL  STERN,  Essaness  general  manager, 
vacationing    in    Palm   Springs. 

RAY  COLVIN,  head  of  the  Exhibitors  Supp 
Company,  St.  Louis,  accompanied  by  MRS.  CO 
VIN,  is  motoring  to  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  whe 
they  plan   to   spend  the   month   of  March. 

WILLIAM    G.     BRENNER,    head     of    M-G-M 
field    auditing    staff,    is    in    Los    Angeles    on 
brief   business   trip. 

WILLIAM  OSBORNE,  Far  Eastern  representi 
five  for  Monogram,  has  arrived  in  Sydney,  ar 
will  make  an  extensive  survey  of  the  Au 
tralian  market,  visiting  Melbourne,  Perth,  Adi> 
laide   and    Brisbane. 

EDNA  FRANK,  Chicago's  M-G-M  chief  bool 
er,  in  California   on  vacation. 


REEVES 

SOUND   STUDIOS,  INC. 


1600  BROADWAY 


Complete   Film  and 
Disc  Recording   Facilities 


Tuesday,  March  4,  1947 


IK 


DAILY 


Dutch  Indie  Gets 
22  American  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

by  Strengholt,  who  is  now  enroute 
to  Holland.  Bulk  of  American  prod- 
uct is  being  distributed  in  Holland 
by_the  MPEA. 

_£ch  deal  made  with  Goldwyn 
c^Q^for  10  features,  including,  it 
is  understood,  three  Danny  Kayes; 
Hughes'  deal  calls  for  "The  Outlaw," 
"Vendetta"  and  "The  Sin  of  Harold 
Diddlebock";  Selznick  deal  is  said 
to  span  three  to  five  pix,  with 
"Duel  in  the  Sun"  reported  as  one; 
Small  deal  calls  for  six. 


Censorship  Bill  Filed 
In  Delaware's  House 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

for  a  method  of  and  standards  for 
censoring  motion  picture  films. 

Sen.  Raymond  B.  Phillips,  Repub- 
lican, New  Castle  County,  introduced, 
by  request,  a  bill  fixing  the  hours 
when  motion  pictures  may  be  shown 
on  Sunday.  Senator  Phillips  also  in- 
troduced, by  request,  another  bill 
which  is  ito  prohibit  the  showing  of 
motion  pictures  which  portray  or 
purport  to  portray  the  drinking  of 
intoxicating  liquor,  wine,  or  beer,  in 
certain  cases. 

Rep.  Ralph  S.  Keenan,  Republican, 
Wilmington,  introduced  a  House  bill 
relating  to  Sabbath  breaking  and 
providing  for  theatrical  performan- 
ces or  public  performances  of  mo- 
tion pictures  outside  of  incorporated 
cities  and  towns  in  New  Castle 
County. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Sunday 
Measure  Gets  Green  Light 

Columbia,  S.  C— The  State  Senate 
gave  the  green  light  to  a  bill  to 
legalize  motion  pictures,  sports  and 
musical  entertainments  on  Sundays 
in  Charleston. 

On  motion  of  Senator  Wallace,  of 
Charleston,  the  Senate  recalled  the 
measure  from  its  judiciary  commit- 
tee, placing  it  on  the  calendar  as  a 
local,  uncontested  bill. 


Juve  Attendance  Bill 
Gets  Support  in  Conn. 

Hartford,  Conn.  —  The  judiciary 
committee  voted  to  recommend  to 
the  Legislature  the  passage  of  a  bill 
which  would  allow  children  under  14 
years  of  age  to  attend  movies  before 
6  p.m.  without  being  accompanied 
by  parents  or  a  guardian. 


SEDD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 


Mar. 

John   Garfield 

David  Bader 

Harry  O'Connor 

Charles  E.  Mover 

Robert  Rubin 


Dorothy  Mackaill 


Eve  Siegel 

Robert  Rica 

Martha    O'Driscoll 

Harry  Hornick 

Pierre  Gendron 


Tuesday's  Telelines 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  The  Pacific  Coast  Conference  is  laying 
plans  for  a  big  Spring  convention,  but  scarcity  of  hotel  rooms  may 
prevent   the  organization  from  inviting  all  independent   exhibitors,   the 

original  intentions The  Hollywood  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 

C  of  C  in  Los  Angeles  are  putting  their  heads  together  to  solve  the 
hotel  problem  and  they  may  come  up  with  a  solution  yet  so  that  the 

PCC  can  make   it   a  big   "open  house"  for  the   nation's   indies 

Convention  headquarters  will  be  the  Ambassador  Hotel.  ...  •  Despite 
denials,  there  are  strong  rumors  that  Donahue  &  Coe,  which  took  over 
the  Enterprise  advertising  account  from  McCann-Erickson,  has  become 
an  Enterprise  stockholder.  ...  •  The  reported  reason  why  Hal  Roach 
and  UA  haven't  reached  a  distribution  agreement  is  that  Roach  poured 
so  much  money  into  three  Streamliners  that  UA  isn't  sure  it  can  get 
enough  in  film  rentals  to  pay  production  costs The  box  office  po- 
tentialities of  the  short  features  haven't  been  tested  yet  and  Roach  is 
reported  to  be  holding  off  on  producing  any  more,  until  he  knows  how 
the  land  lies.  ...  •  Toe  Birstein,  FILM  DAILY  staffer,  joins  the  ranks 
of  the  benedicts  on  June  8,  'when  he  ties  the  knot  with  Sylva  Sperling. 

•  Loew's  will  pay  its  100th  dividend  on  March  31 The  company 

has  paid  consecutive  dividends  since  1923 

V  Y  V 

•  •      •     RKO  RADIO'S  house  organ  FLASH  carries  a  sports  column 

under  the  heading  Sports — manship  Co And  so  it  is,  indeed 

Both  in  New  York  and  at  the  studio,  RKO  has  a  bowling  league  with 

approximately  100  persons  for  each  Coast Recently  a  telegraphic 

match  of  the  best  fives  was  staged RKO  has  its  basketball  team, 

too,  and  next  Friday  they  will  play  Campbell  Ewald  for  the  Rockefeller 
City   championship,    having    already   won    the   industrial    half    of   the 

league  race But  pride  of  all  Ned  Depinet's  sports  events  at  RKO 

is  the  annual  golf  tournament  now  running  14  years  in   a  row 

As  soon  as  the  sap  starts  to  run  this  Spring,  some  RKOer  will  be  plan- 
ning   for   that   major  industry   event Yea,   FLASH    says    it    well. 

The   Sportsmanship   Co And   that   goes  for   its   business   relations 

as  well 

▼        ▼        T 

•  •  •  THIS  7T  THAT:  Loew  Intl  will  host  a  cocktail  party  for 
David  Lewis  and  Erich  Remarque  this  afternoon  in  the  penthouse  atop 
the  Loew  Building.  ...  •  Fred  Allen  turned  film  critic  on  the  car 
Sunday  night  to  propose  "less  com  on  the  screen  and  more  butter  in 
the  bag.".  .  .  •  Air  France  will  extend  its  100,000-mile  international 
network  from  its  Eastern  terminal  at  Saigon  to  Shanghai  in  late  May 
or  early  June.  ...  •  Could  there  be  an,  oh,  so  slight  connection  be- 
tween the  incorporation  of  the  First  Families  of  Brooklyn  and  the  fact 
that  Metro  has  "It  Happened  in  Brooklyn"  headed  for  the  nation's 
screens? Chalk  it  up  as  one  of  the  season's  best  promotions.  .  .  . 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  *N'  ENDS:  Leaders  of  the  Southern  California  The- 
ater Owners  Association  are  disturbed  over  the  calling  off  of  the 
MPTOA-sponsored  forum Its  representatives  had  some  very  con- 
structive suggestions  to  offer  at  the  New  York  parleys,  but  they'll  prob- 
ably go  into  the  ash  can  now.  ...  •  Charley  Chaplin's  "Monsieur 
Verdoux"  will  be  scored  within  the  next  two  weeks   and  will   be  put 

out  into  release  in  short  order Although  UA  doesn't     have  It  on 

the  release  schedule,  the  picture  will  be  distributed  by  that  company, 

all  rumors  fo  the  contrary Nobody  but  Chaplin  and  his  cutter  have 

seen  the  completed  picture,  but  it  is  known  that  the  comedian  has  dis- 
carded his  mustache  and  big  shoes  and  takes  four  or  five  different 
roles He    shot    It   in    three   months,    a   record    for   Chaplin.   .    .    . 

•  "Chick"  Lewis  has  gone  to  Hollywood  to  work  on  plans  for  the 
Variety  Club  convention. 


-Fox  Buys  Into 
Robbins  Musk  Corp. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ers,    the    following    directors    were 
elected:  Mosko- 
witz,    Leopold| 
Friedman,  J.  Rob- 
ert Rubin,  Joseph  I 
R.  Vogel,  Jesse  T.  I 
Mills,    Joseph   H. 
Moskowitz  andl 
W.  C.  Michel.  The 
last  two  are  also] 
vice-presidents  of  | 
20th-Fox. 

Officers    elected  1 
include  Charles  C. 
Moskowitz,  presi- 
dent;  Friedman! 
and   Joseph   H. 
Moskowitz,  vice- 
presidents;     c.  c.  moskowitz 
Charles  K.  Stern, 

treasurer;  Abe  Olman,  secretary; 
Harold  J.  Cleary,  Bernard  Prager 
and  Stephen  Levitz,  assistant  secre- 
taries, and  Jesse  T.  Mills,  assistant 
treasurer. 

The  Robbins  group  of  music  pub- 
lishing firms  includes:  Robbins,  Leo 
Feist,  Inc.;  Miller  Music  Corp.,  Wal- 
ter Jacobs,  Inc.,  Big  3  Music  Corp., 
Gene  Krupa  Music  Corp.,  Robbins  In- 
ternational Corp.,  Variety  Music, 
Inc.,  and  the  recently  formed  Harry 
Warren  Music  Corp. 


Industry  Committee  Meets 
On  Greek  Orphans  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

committee  with  Jack  Cohn  and  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  presided  at  the  meeting 
which  was  attended  by  Harry  Brandt, 
Charles  Schlaifer,  Ben  Serkowich, 
Sam  Shain,  Fred  Schwartz,  Robert 
W.  Coyne,  Leon  J.  Bamberger,  Harry 
Takiff,  George  Skouras,  Arthur  M. 
Brilant,  Sam  Rosen,  Peter  Levathes, 
Ed  Fabian,  Harold  Rinzler,  Philip 
Harling  and  George  Xanthaky,  ex- 
ecutive director  of  Greek  War  Relief. 
Industry  phase  of  the  drive  is  in 
honor  of  Spyros  P.  Skouras. 


SICK  LIST 


MILTON  A.  MOONEY,  head  of  Co-opera- 
tive Theaters  of  Ohio,  is  in  Charity  Hospi- 
tal, Cleveland,  for  a  minor  operation  that 
will  keep  him  away  from  the  office  a  week 
or  so. 

BERT  STEARN,  head  of  the  Co-op  in 
Pittsburgh,  is  home  from  a  month  at  the 
hospital  and  is  welcoming  visitors  during 
his  convalescence. 

GEORGE  C.  KERASOTES,  general  mana- 
ger, Kerasotes  Theater,  is  recovering  fol- 
lowing emergency  appendectomy  at  St. 
John's   Hospital,   Smithsfield,  III. 

HARRY  YOUNG,  Universal  Columbus,  O. 
salesman,  is  recovering  at  his  home  from 
a  broken  arm  and  other  injuries  received 
when  struck  by  an  automobile. 
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SATURDAY  EVENING  POST  -GOOD  HOUSEKEEPING  •  AMERICAN 
COSMOPOLITAN  «  COLLIERS  -  PHOTOPLAY  •  LIBERTY  •  LOOK 
NEWSWEEK  JSS^PPKMKHMK^  SEVENTEEN 

redbook^    4ti       ■■         mSummmi  wSiSiu    P  movielanc 

MOVIE  SHOW  •  SCREENLAND  •  SILVER  SCREEN  •  MODERN  SCREET 
MOTION  PICTURE  •  MOVIE  STORY  •  SCREEN  STARS  •  SCREEN  GUIDE 
MOVIE    STARS -MOVIE    LIFE  •  SONG    HITS  •  MOVIES  •  SCREEN    ROMANCE^ 


in  Jtti&mjptfi^ 


AND  INTRODUCING 


ORIGINAL  SCREEN  PLAY  BY  NIVEN  BUSCH  ■  MUSIC  BY  MAX  STE/NER 


W  '\  DAILY  : 
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Broders  Ge)  Rights 
To  40  UA  Features 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

rary  offices  will  be  at  220  Fifth  Ave. 
Officers  of  the  new  setup  will  be  an- 
nounced in  a  few  days.  The  Broders 
are  due  in  New  York  to  set  up  dis- 
trict deals  for  country.  Distribu- 
tion and  selling  probably  will  be 
through  independent  exchanges  and 
distributors. 

Outstanding  UA  pictures  figuring 
in  the  deal  include  "Stagecoach," 
"Algiers,"  "Sundown,"  "House 
Across  the  Bay,"  "The  Long  Voyage 
Home,"  "Foreign  Correspondent," 
"Blockade,"  "I  Married  a  Witch," 
"You  Only  Live  Once,"  "Stand  In" 
and  "Crystal  Ball."  The  "Cassidy" 
westerns  involved  were  originally 
released  about  1941-43  by  United 
Artists. 

Jack  Broder,  senior  member,  re- 
cently broke  into  production  field, 
heading  Melrose  Productions  affili- 
ated with  Screen  Guild. 

Foreign  rights  on  the  UA  pic- 
tures were  disposed  to  other  inter- 
ests it  was  learned. 


Ampa  to  Welcome  Chevalier 

Maurice  Chevalier  will  be  the 
guest  of  honor  at  Ampa's  luncheon 
Meeting  to  be  held  Thursday.  Wel- 
come back  to  U.  S.  by  Ampa  is 
particularly  appropriate  since  or- 
ganization bid  him  bon  voyage  at  a 
luncheon  in  1935. 


Little  Headlines: 


IDEAL  FILMS  is  opening  new  offices  in   Indianapolis  and   in   Salt   Lake   City,   making 
a  total  of   18  branches. 

• 
FRED  J.  SCHWARTZ,   Century's  vice-president,   will   preside  at   the   first  of  a   series 
of  employe  open  forums  at  the  Hotel  Astor  this  morning.  Department  heads  and  district 
and  theater  managers  will  participate. 

• 
AT  THE  INVITATION  of  the  American  Cancer  Society,  Orson  Welles  will  make  the 
five-minute  short  to  be  used  in  theaters  throughout  the  country  for  its   1947  appeal  for 
funds.  Short  will  be  made  at  RKO-Radio  studio. 

• 

WALTER   WANGER    released    "Gung    Ho,"    in    16    mm.    yesterday,    to   coincide    with 

the  publication  date  of  "The  Big  Yankee,"  the  biography  of  Brig.-Gen.  Evans  F.  Carlson, 

hero  and  leader  of  the  Makin   Raiders  by  Michael    Blankfort,  who  is  now  in   Hollywood 

doing  the  scenario  of  Rosamond  Lehmann's  "The    Ballad  and  the  Source,"  for  Wanger. 

• 
JACK    KLOEPPER,    formerly    franchise    holder,    has    been    placed    in    charge    of    Film 
Classics'  recently  acquired  branches   in   Portland  and  Seattle,  Washington. 

• 
THE   LEA   ACT  or  the  "anti-Petrillo  law"  will   come   up  for  review   by   the   Supreme 
Court   on    its   constitutionality   via   a    government   appeal    from    a    decision    by   Chicago's 
Federal  Judge  LaBuy. 

• 
TWENTIETH  CENTURY-FOX  will  receive  a   tax   refund   of  $821,348   according  to  a 
tax  refund  list  made  public  yesterday  by  the   Bureau  of   Internal  Revenue.  Stars   in  the 
BIR  refund  list  include  Brian  Aherne,  $16,923;  Thomas  Mitchell,  $14,654;  Ann  Harding, 
$1,595;  Joseph  Pasternak;  $9,437;  Harry  James,  $18,586,  and  Louise  Albritton,  $859. 


Mass  Thursday  in  Memory 
Of  James  B.  Brennan 


A  Memorial  Mass  for  James  B. 
Brennan,  former  EKO  theater  ex- 
ecutive, will  be  celebrated  in  The 
Lady  Chapel  of  St.  Patrick's  Cathe- 
dral Thursday  at  9  a.m.  RKO  the- 
ater managers  and  home  office  execu- 
tives, as  well  as  friends  of  the  late 
Jim  Brennan,  will  attend.  He  died 
Feb.  26,  1946. 


A.M.P.A.  Salutes  the  Fan  Magazine  Press 
Welcomes  Back  A  Great  Star  Personality! 

Topping  All  Previous  Record  Breaking  Luncheon-Meetings 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  6  -  12:30  NOON 

TOWN  HALL   CLUB     —     123   WEST  43rd   STREET 

Speakers:  George  T.  Delacorte,  Pres.,  Dell  Publications 

Paul  Hunter,  Publisher,  Liberty  Magazines 

Curtis   Mitchell,    Ad-Publicity   Director, 

Paramount  Pictures,  Guest-Member  M.C. 

Rutgers   Neilson,   President,    Presiding 

EXTRA  ADDED  ATTRACTION:  WELCOME  CELEBRATION  TO: 

MAURICE   CHEVALIER 

The  Great  International  Star — Upon  His  Return  to  the  U.S.A. 

Limited   Seating   Capacity.      Make   Reservations   at   once   to  Abe   Dash, 
Film  Daily,  by  mail  or  phone. 

MEMBERS     $2.00 

GUESTS     $2.50 


IRE's  Convention  Will 
Hear  Tele  Papers  Today 


Progress  in  electronics  is  the  high- 
light of  the  annual  convention  and 
exhibition  of  the  Institute  of  Radio 
Engineers  which  opened  yesterday. 

Key  television  papers,  scheduled 
for  presentation  todav,  will  discuss 
synchronized  lights  for  video  film 
projectors,  the  use  of  negative  feed- 
back to  obtain  wide-band  amplifica- 
tion, recent  advances  in  the  design 
of  amplifiers  for  tele  receivers  and 
the  latest  information  on  the  use  of 
receiving  tubes  in  various  circuits 
of  the  receiving  instrument. 


Truckers  Must  Provide 
Service,  Ind.  PSC  Rules 


Indianapolis  —  Franchised  film 
trucking  companies  are  bound  to 
serve  anyone  within  the  State  who 
has  need  of  service,  a  bulletin  of  the 
Associated  Theater  Owners  of  In- 
diana reports  following  contact  with 
the  Indiana  Public  Service  Commis- 
sion. Rule  applies  to  new  accounts, 
suspended  accounts,  and  accounts 
whose  service  has  been  curtailed. 

Report  came  as  a  result  of  com- 
plaints, filed  with  ATO,  that  truck- 
ing companies  have  not  restored  pre- 
war service,  curtailed  because  of  gas 
rationing  and  other  restrictions.  Bul- 
letin outlines  the  method  of  filing 
petitions  with  the  PSC  and  offers  to 
assist  in  filing  such  petitions. 


Benjamin  Kirsch  Services 

Chicago — Funeral  services  will  be 
held  this  afternoon  for  Benjamin 
Kirsch,  father  of  Allied  prexy  Jack 
Kirsch,  who  died  in  Miami  last  week. 
The  body  arrived  yesterday.  Sur- 
viving are  his  wife,  three  married 
daughters  and  sons,  Harry  and  Jack. 


Jo^  Levesey  Dead 

Butte,  Mont.  —  Joe  Levesey,  69, 
pioneer  projectionist  died  from  a 
heart  attack. 


CSA  Petition  Assail 
Competitive  Biddini 


Stating  that  the  competitive 
ding  provisions  of  the  decree  v 
cause  exhibitors  "irreparable  < 
age,"  the  Confederacy  of  Sout 
Associations  has  petitioned  the 
preme  Court  to  eliminate  that 
tion  of  the  New  York^ltetuj 
Court's    judgment.  ^ 

The  CSA  petition,  closely  p; 
leling  that  of  the  ATA,  also 
the  high  tribunal  to  reverse 
lower  court's  denial  of  the  ass< 
tion's  request  to  intervene  in 
industry  anti-trust  suit. 

CSA  attacked  the  practice  of 
tion  selling  on  the  following  m 
points: 

1.  Larger  theaters  would  f 
small  independents  into  a  perma 
subsequent  run  classification  by 
bidding  them  for  product. 

2.  Vague  definition  of  "com; 
tive  area"  could  result  in  the  €i 
inetion  of  all  clearances. 

3.  System  furnishes  no  prac 
method  for  determining  which 
hibitor  shall  be  awarded  a  fear 

4.  System  will  mean  increas 
cost  of  film  rental  which  in  turn 
lead  to  higher  admission  prices 

5.  Method  overlooks   establi 
business  factors  such  as  good 
reputation,  honesty  and  integrit; 

6.  Method  precludes  ofttimes 
essary    adjustments    after    run 
feature. 

7.  Bid  clauses  will  create  coi 
tition     among     exhibitors     and 
among    distributors    against    w| 
suit  was  originated. 


Fletcher  Appointed 
WB  Manager  in  Peru 

Herbert     E.     Fletcher,     form 
manager  of  Warners  branch  in  <  I 
Colombia,  and  before  that  in  T: 
dad,    has    been    appointed    man; 
for  Peru  by  Wolfe  Cohen,  vice-p? 
dent      of      Warner      Internati: 
Fletcher  succeeds  James  E.  Pep  i 
resigned.     A  new  manager  for 
will  be   announced  later  by   Co 
who     leaves     tomorrow    for     Si 
America. 


CHARTERED 


31 


M.    H.    INTERNATIONAL    FILMS    CO., 
New   York,    N.    Y.,    with    capital    of   S20,0t, 
SI  00    shares,    three    shares    subscribed,    to  I 
in    motion   pictures.    Incorporated   at   Albarj 
Harry  M.   Nieman,   Louis   Nieman,  Miriam 
fried. 

COSMIC  PICTURES  &  TELEVISION  C 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Capital,  100  shares  ni 
value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed;  to 
motion  pictures,  conduct  motion  picture 
duction  business.  Incorporated  at  Alban 
Joseph    Roeder,   Mae   C.   Lynch,   Anna    Glot 

MAGNUS  FILMS,  INC.,  New  York,  N.  1 
distribute  slotted  and  plain  motion  pi 
films.  Capital,  100  shares  no  par  value 
three  shares  subscribed.  Incorporated  at  A 
by  Mortimer  N.  Felsinger,  Lawrence  C.  C 
Leonard   Kaufman. 

PARAMOUNT  FILMS  OF   HONG  KONG, 
in   Dover,   Del.  Capital,  33,000,   principal  c 
Corporation  Trust  Co.,  Wilmington. 
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higher  Ticket  Levy 
looms  In  Alabama 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
e  asked  to  endorse  the  proposal  at 

ie  polls. 

Meanwhile,  the  state  is  consider- 
ig  doubling  the  present  two  per  cent 
iles__;  to  bring  in  more  money.  If 
ie  ^q*)ose<i  levies  pass,  theaters 
ill  be"  subject  to  five  per  cent  sales 
\x  in  addition  to  the  20  per  cent 
ederal  levy.  At  present,  tickets  for 
11  amusements  are  taxed  two  per 
;nt  under  the  state  sales  tax. 


^RC  Launches  Thomas 
lales  Drive  April  23 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nnounced    soon.      Drive    will    run 
irough  Aug.  30. 

Recently  concluded  meeting  of 
istrict  managers  here  was  high- 
ighted  by  announcement  by  Ralph 

.'..  Clark  who  stated:  "Higher  bud- 
ets  and  more  co-ordinated  effort  in 
roduction,    as    well    as    stars    and 

_roperties  on  the  roster,  presage  a 
'•op  of  pictures  you  and  I  will  be 

"roud  to  sell."  He  said  caliber  of 
roduction  demanded  advertising 
nd    publicity   campaigns  of  vastly 

.icreased  scope. 


CCA  to  Oppose  Hike 
i  Minn.  License  Fees 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

entral  Allied  met  yesterday  to  dis- 
iss  their  position  and  map  moves  to 
ipose  the  hike  in  the  license  fee. 
Stanley  Kane,  NCA  executive  di- 
;ctor,  is  scheduled  to  appear  before 
jie  Council  today  to  state  NCA's 
jsition. 

•'  Theater    license    fees    here    now 
inge  from  $50  to  $500  annually,  de- 
ending  on  location  of  the  houses. 




rust  Suit  Appeal  Docketed 

St.  Louis — Appeal  of  the  St.  Louis 
musement  Co.,  et  al,  in  the  $285,- 
>0  anti-trust  damage  suit  against 
aramount,  et  al,  has  been  docketed 

(V  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  at 
ansas    City,    on    certified    copy    of 

fptice  of  appeal  from  the  decision 
■  Federal  Judge  Richard  M.  Dun- 
in. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Fein-Mack 
'  Chicago — Bernard  Mack,  secretary 
,:  the  Filmack  Trailer  Corp.  and 
>n  of  Irving  Mack,  was  married  in 
hicago  Saturday  to  Dorothea  Fein 
'  New  York. 


Gutchester-Pfeffer 

Morton  Pfeffer,  of  National 
:reen  Service  ad-pub  dept.,  is  en- 
aged  to  Gladys  Gutchester. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

JEFFREY  BERNERD.  Born  in  London,  Eng.,  and  associated  with  film  com- 
panies abroad  for  many  years  before  coming  to  Hollywood  in  1941  and,  in 
1944,  becoming  a  United  States  citizen.  Entered  Motion 
Picture  Sales  Agency,  London,  in  1913,  then  became 
manager  of  Film  Booking  Offices.  In  1918,  became 
managing  director  of  Stoll  Film  Co.,  and  later  general 
sales  manager  for  Gaumont-British  Pictures  Corp.,  and 
also  produced  Gaumont-British  News.  From  1939  to  1941 
was  managing  director  of  pictures  in  London.  His  first 
picture  under  his  new  contract  with  Monogram  Pictures 
Corp.,  is  "Black  Gold,"  a  Cinecolor  production  starring 
Anthony  Quinn  and  Katherine  DeMille  and  one  of  the 
studio's  important  products.  His  first  production  in  the 
United  States  was  "Where  Are  Your  Children?"  and  was 
made  for  Monogram  in  1941.  The  following  year  he  pro- 
duced "Jacare"  in  Brazil  for  United  Artists.  His  other 
American  films  include  "Are  These  Our  Parents?",  "Di- 
vorce," "Forever  Yours,"  "Black  Market  Babies,"  "Al- 
lotment Wives,"  "Sweetheart  of  Sigma  Chi,"  arrd  "Wife 
Wanted."  Married,  Bernerd  resides  in  Beverly  Hills,  and  holds  membership  in 
Hollywood  Park  and  the  Beverly  Hills  Club.  Hair,  gray.  Eyes,  blue,  Stands  6. 
Weighs  180. 


L.  E.  Gordon  Named  Prexy 
Of  Two  Butterfield  Cos. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
pany  were  elected:  L.  E.  Gordon, 
president-treasurer;  Wm.  A.  Ruble, 
vice-president;  Olive  M.  Cpx,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  theater  oper- 
ations; E.  K.  Ellsworth,  secretary; 
George  S.  Berger,  assistant  trea- 
surer. 

Gordon,  who  will  head  the  com- 
panies, has  been  officer  in  various 
capacities  since  1929,  also  co-trustee 
with  Central  Trust  Co.  of  Lansing  in 
operation  of  Butterfield  estate.  Ruble, 
of  Lansing,  represents  Central  Trust 
Co.,  co-trustee  of  estate  of  Wm.  S. 
Butterfield.  Since  Butterfield's  death 
Ruble  has  been  active  in  affairs  of 
various  companies.  Cox  has  been 
with  Butterfield  interests  since  1919. 

Ellsworth,  associate  of  late  Ed- 
mund C.  Shields,  former  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary  of  the  companies, 
has  been  associated  with  Butterfield 
companies  since  returning  from  the 
armed  services  in  1945.  Berger  has 
been  auditor  with  Butterfield  since 
1924. 

It  is  stated  that  Butterfield 
planned  and  provided  in  his  will  that 
management  of  his  theatrical  inter- 
ests should  not  be  interrupted  after 
his  death  and  election  of  these  offi- 
cers is  designed  to  carry  out  these 
plans. 


Ind.  ATO  Asking  More 
Prints;  Scores  Shortage 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
war  time   raw   stock   shortage   has 
been  alleviated. 

Distributors  are  now  serving  more 
theaters  than  they  did  in  the  past, 
according  to  the  bulletin,  and  the 
number  of  prints  in  circulation  is 
detrimental  to  the  exhibitor's  busi- 
ness and  discouraging  to  small  town 
patrons  who  must  wait  long  periods 
for  releases. 


H'wood  Film  Technicians 
Urge  Uniform  Wage  Rates 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Film  Technicians 
Local  683  has  wired  Film  Technicians 
Local  702  of  New  York  reiterating 
its  stand  that  Eastern  wage  rates 
should  equal  West  Coast  rates. 


See  Plea  to  Stay 
Portions  of  Decree 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

is  almost  certain  to  be  forthcoming. 

These  spokesmen  point  out  that 
one  of  the  key  points  in  the  defend- 
ants' attack  against  competitive 
bidding,  for  instance,  is  that  the 
method  is  unwieldy  and  would  cre- 
ate much  confusion  in  a  well  es- 
tablished selling  system.  To  put 
such  a  system  into  practice  during 
the  period  between  July  1  and  when- 
ever the  high  tribunal  hears  the  ap- 
peal arguments,  it  is  contended  by 
these  sources,  and  then  insist  that 
the  system  is  "impractical"  to  in- 
voke, would  militate  against  the 
final  plea. 

One  industry  attorney  went  so 
far  as  to  predict  that  a  request 
would  be  made  for  a  stay  of  the  en- 
tire decree. 

"Granting  that  an  appeal  will  be 
made  to  stay  the  auction  selling 
system,"  he  said,  "it  follows  that 
the  petitioner  will  ask  for  a  stay  of 
all  the  other  contested  points,  since 
not  to  request  a  stay  of  everything 
is  likely  to  prejudice  the  Court 
against  those  points  not  requested 
as  stayed." 


Fast,  On-Schedule 

AIR  EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

to  5  CONTINENTS 
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One  airwaybill  over  one  carrier  all  the  way  to 
destinations  in  51  countries  on  5  continents. 

•  Two  Terminals  in  New  York: 

La  Guardia  Field,  Hangar  #4 
5  Pearl  Street 

•  Regular  flight  schedules 

•  Low  International  Rates 

•  Experienced  personnel  to  assist  you 

Consult  Your  BROKER  .  .  . 
or  Telephone  WHitehall  3-6700 


FRENCH  NATIONAL  AIRLINES 


24  State  St.,  New  York  4 
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Admission  Tax  Threat 
Grows  in  St.  Louis 


REVIEUJS  Of  REUJ  flLfTlS 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
has  greatly  increased  the  probabil- 
ity that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will 
pass  a  pending  bill  to  impose  a  tax 
of  5  per  cent  on  the  admisssions  of 
motion  picture  theaters  and  other 
amusement  enterprises. 

Judge  Kirkwood's  adverse  ruling 
will  make  it  necessary  for  the  muni- 
cipality to  find  some  other  sources 
of  revenue  to  make  up  the  $2,500,- 
000  it  had  hoped  to  reap  through  the 
municipal  income  tax  law.  The  in- 
come tax  ordinance  imposed  a  tax 
of  one-quarter  of  one  per  cent  on 
the  earnings  of  individuals  and  the 
net  income  of  corporations. 

Fred  Wehrenberg,  president  of 
the  MPTO  of  St.  Louis,  had  urged 
the  income  tax  ordinance,  which 
would  affect  everyone,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  amusement  admissions 
tax,  which  would  single  out  only  a 
few  industries  to  carry  an  unjust 
share  of  the  city  expenses. 

City  Counselor  George  L.  Stemm- 
ler  has  announced  that  an  appeal  to 
the  Missouri  Supreme  Court  from 
Judge  Kirkwood's  ruling  would  be 
filed.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  a 
decision  by  the  state's  highest  court 
could  be  obtained  by  July. 

Meanwhile,  a  bill  is  pending  be- 
fore the  Missouri  General  Assembly 
at  Jefferson  City  seeking  the  out- 
right repeal  of  the  state  income  tax 
law. 


Lewis  to  London  to  Open 
Enterprise  'Other  Love# 


David  Lewis,  producer  of  "Arch 
of  Triumph"  and  "The  Other  Love" 
for  Enterprise,  will  take  the  latter 
film  to  England  for  its  world  pre- 
miere at  the  Empire  Theater,  Lon- 
don, on  March  25. 

Leaving  New  York  on  the  S.S. 
Queen  Elizabeth,  Friday,  Lewis  will 
meet  star  Barbara  Stanwyck  and 
her  husband  Robert  Taylor  in  Lon- 
don. David  Niven,  co-star  with  Miss 
Stanwyck  in  the  Erich  Marie  Remar- 
que story,  is  now  re-arranging  his 
shooting  schedule  so  that  he  too  may 
participate  in  the  British  premiere. 

In  addition  to  the  premiere,  a 
major  purpose  of  the  trip  for  Lewisj 
will  be  the  exploration  of  production 
possibilities  in  England. 

Lewis  said  the  world  premiere  of 
the  forthcoming  Enterprise  -  United 
Artists  "Arch  of  Triumph"  will  def- 
initely be  held  in  New  York  City  on 
some  date  yet  to  be  determined. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Harold  Zeltner,  M-G-M  Pittsburgh 
■  salesman,  is  the  father  of  a  boy  born 
recently  at  Montefiore  Hospital. 

Detroit — Miller  Hollingsworth,  De- 
troit correspondent  for  Variety,  is 
the  father  of  a  baby  girl,  Carole  Ann. 


"The  Adventuress" 

with    Deborah    Kerr,   Trevor    Howard 
Eagle-Lion  98  Mins. 

MELODRAMATIC  COMEDY;  MISS  KERR 
FINE;  SHOULD  EFFECTIVELY  FILL  THE 
BILL. 

The  airy  treatment  of  a  serious  underly- 
ing plot  given  in  "The  Adventuress"  man- 
ages to  come  off  well  and  supplies  lightly 
handled  romance  compounded  with  ele- 
ments of  melodrama.  Miss  Kerr  is  very 
effective  as  a  young  Irish  girl  and  she 
maintains  her  blarney  skillfully  throughout 
the   proceedings. 

Whether  or  not  the  British  are  having 
fun  and  playing  at  being  sardonic  in  their 
treatment  of  their  relatives  across  the  Irish 
Sea  is  a  fact  not  to  be  arrived  at  here  for 
they  certainly  show  up  the  Irish  to  be 
still  telling  bragging  stories  of  the  Rebellion 
and,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Kerr,  they  have 
an  inspiring  candidate  for  Nazi  espionage 
who  almost  gives  the  D-Day  invasion  show 
away. 

Miss  Kerr  on  reaching  her  21st  birthday 
leaves  home,  journeys  to  Dublin.  There  she 
tries  to  join  the  IRA  which  was  dissolved 
in  the  20's.  However,  she  is  picked  up  by 
a  German  agent  and  her  sincere  hatred  of 
the  English  gets  her  a  berth  with  the  group 
in  Devon.  The  Nazis  plan  to  spring  a  spy 
who  has  been  captured  and  incarcerated 
in  a  nearby  military  prison,  prior  to  execu- 
tion. Miss  Kerr  figures  in  the  "break"  by 
taking  Trevor  Howard  on  a  day's  outing. 
He's  a  British  officer  thought  to  be  with 
intelligence. 

The  prisoner  gets  off,  is  killed.  His  con- 
tacting agent  is  mortally  wounded.  Miss 
Kerr's  last  job  is  to  dispose  of  the  Nazi's 
body  and  get  to  the  Isle  of  Man  where 
she   locates  plans  for   the   invasion. 

Wanted  by  both  the  Germans  and  the 
British  she  is  kidnapped  and  brought  with 
Howard  to  Eire.  They  get  involved  in  a 
"funeral"  which  turns  out  to  be  black  mar- 
keteers smuggling  alarm  clocks  and  whis- 
key. However,  the  invasion  plans  were 
burned  before  the  trip  and  Howard  and 
Miss  Kerr  are  last  seen  married  but  at  cdds 
for  the  hotel  they  are  stopping  at  is  the 
Cromwell  Arms  and  Cromwell  has  no  stand- 
ing with  the  Irish. 

Generally  it's  tongue  -  in  -  cheek  stuff 
which  is  given  interest  via  smart  directing 
bv  Frank  Launder.  It  is  one  from  J.  Ar- 
thur  Rank's    Individual   Pictures   setup. 

CAST:  Deborah  Kerr,  Trevor  Howard.  Ray- 
mond Huntlev,  Norman  Shellev.  Michael  How- 
"rd.  Liam  Redmond,  Brefni  O'Rourke,  James 
Harcourt.  W.  O'Gorman,  Garry  Marsh,  Tom 
Mocaulav.  David  Ward,  Olga  Undo,  John 
Salew.    Harry    Hutchinson,    Tony    Quinn. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Frank  Launder,  Sidney 
^ilPat;  Director,  Frank  Launder:  Written  bv 
Prank  Launder,  Sidney  Gilliat,  Wolfgang  Wil- 
helm:  Cameraman,  Wilkie  CooDer;  Sound,  Stan 
Lambourne:  Film  Editor,  Thelma  Myers;  Art 
Director.  Norman  Arnold:  Set  Decoration,  David 
Rawnslev;    Music,    Muir    Mathieson. 

DIRECTION,    Good.       PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


lenness  Heads  Model  Films 

Model  Films,  Inc.,  at  27-27  Jack- 
son Ave.,  Lone-  Island  City,  has  been 
formed,  with  Bob  Jenness  as  prexv 
and  Nat  Sobel  as  secretarv -treasur- 
er, to  make  three  dimensional  ani- 
mation for  theatrical,  televisual  and 
commercial  fields  of  motion  picture 
and  slide  film  industries. 


"Blaze  of  Noon" 

with   Anne    Baxter,   William    Holden,   Sonny 

Tufts 
Para.  91   Mins. 

EFFECTIVE  DRAMATIC  OFFERING 
SHOULD  CATCH  ON  WITH  PROPER  AT- 
TENTION TO  THE  EXPLOITATION  VEIN; 
PERSONAL  STORY  BEHIND  PIONEER  AIR 
MAIL  FLYERS. 

Anne  Baxter  is  surrounded  by  a  quartette 
of  brothers  in  this  detailing  of  the  private 
lives  of  early  air  mail  pilots  who  flew  the 
mail  in  what  would  at  this  date  be  con- 
sidered primitive  craft,  under  hazardous 
weather  conditions  and  without  benefit  of 
since  developed  scientific  instruments  to 
make  their  jobs  safer. 

Miss  Baxter  weds  one  of  the  brothers — 
William  Holden.  They  all  live  together 
near  the  airport  that  is  the  focal  point  of 
operations.  As  the  mail  takes  the  public 
fancy  and  becomes  established  business 
death  steps  into  the  picture  and  takes 
Johnny  Sands,  youngest  of  the  four.  He 
collides  with  a  water  tank  on  landing.  Son- 
ny Tufts  at  that  point  quits  flying,  goes 
into  the  auto  sales  business.  William  Ben- 
dix  is  an  old  buddy  of  the  brothers.  He  is 
srounded  for  buzzing  a  train  to  relieve 
the  tedium  of  lugging  the  post.  Sterling 
Havden  is  severely  injured  later  and  his 
flying  davs  are  ended.  Miss  Baxter  bears  a 
son.  Holden  is  killed  flvine  blind,  crashing 
in  a  fog.  Miss  'Baxter  is  left  to  face  the 
future. 

The  story  generates  warmth  and  sym- 
pathy as  it  retraces  the  early  history  of 
the  air  mail  and  the  people  who  got  it 
through.  The  characterizations  have  sin- 
cerity and  John  Farrow's  direction  extracts 
sufficient  dramatic  quality  to  sustain  the 
scenario. 

When  the  story  takes  wings  it  achieves 
moments  of  excitement  and  spectacle.  There 
are  frequent  humorous  passages  William 
Bendix  handles  with  his  familiar  flair  and 
the  other  male  leads  —  Havden.  Tufts. 
Holden.  Sands  —  will  stir  the  girls  up. 
Jean  Wallace  has  a  few  good  moments. 
Howard  DaSilva  gives  a  workmanlike  dis- 
olav  cf  underplaying  a  role  for  telling  ef- 
fect. 

CAST:  Anne  Baxter,  William  Holden.  Sonnv 
Tufts  William  Bendix.  Sterling  Havden,  How- 
ard DnSilva.  Johnny  Sands,  lean  Wallace,  Edith 
»ino,  Llovd  Corrigan,  Dick  Hogan,  James  Burke, 
Will    Wriaht. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Robert  Fellows:  Director, 
John  Farrow:  Screenplay  bv  Frank  W°ad,  Ar- 
thur Sheekman,  based  on  a  novel  by  Ernest  K. 
Genn:  Cameraman.  William  C.  Mellor;  Art  Di- 
rectors. Hans  Dreier,  Roland  Anderson;  Aerial 
Supervisor.  Paul  Mantz:  Aerial  Photography, 
Thomas  Tutweiler;  Set  Decorators,  Sam  Comer, 
Bert  Granger:  Film  Editor.  Sally  Forrest;  Sound, 
Stanley  Cooley.  Walter  Oberst;  Musical  Score, 
Adolnh    Deutsch. 

DIRECTION,    Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fine. 


Miriam  Riesner  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Miriam  Riesner,  wife 
of  Charles  (Chick)  Reisner.  film  di- 
rector, died  of  a  heart  ailment  Sun- 
day at  the  couple's  Laguna  Beach 
home. 


Frank  M.  Ross  Dead 

Columbus,  O. — Frank  Martin  Ross, 
66,  stage  manager  of  the  RKO  Palace 
since  its  opening  in  1926,  died  unex- 
pectedly at  his  home  after  a  short 
illness. 
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iQHnsTon  BLflms  jjg  for  h'uiood  strikc 

British  Distrib.  Raw  Stock  Proposals   Rapped 


EA  Opposes  Fewer  Prints; 
ewsreels  Fight  Cut  in 
ength  to  Only  605  Feet 

London  (By  Cable)— The  KRS 
nounced  its  proposals  for  the 
idging  of  the  critical  raw  stock 
ip  yesterday,  but  the  proposals 
ought  a  swift  attack  from  the 
3A  and  from  the  British  news- 
els. 

Under  the  plan  advanced  by  the 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


enkins,  20lh-Fox 
xecutive,  is  Dead 


Montclair,  N.  J. — Felix  A.  Jenkins, 
th-Fox  secretary  and  a  member  of 
e  board  of  directors,  died  in  Moun- 
inside  Hospital 
sterday  follow- 
g  a  long  illness, 
e  was  57. 
Born  in  Pelham 
an  or ,  N.  Y. , 
nkins  attended 
le  Montclair 
hool  and  grad- 
ited  from  the 
diversity  of  Vir- 
nia  Law  School, 
fter  practicing 
w  for  a  period 
th  the  firm  of 
hite  &  Case, 
nkins,  in  Janu- 
y,  1928,  joined 
ie  legal  depart- 
nt  of  20th-Fox. 


FELIX  A.  JENKINS 

He  was  a  member 


(Continued  on  Page  4) 
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What  to  Do  With  WAC 
Surplus  Bothers  Pa. 

Philadelphia  —  Former  War  Ac- 
tivities Committee  leaders  are  in  a 
quandry  as  to  what  to  do  with  this 
area's  share  of  the  WAC  surplus. 
With  the  WAC  no  Irnger  function- 
ing and  no  complete  set  of  records 
available,  it  is  estimated  that  it 
would  cost  more  to  hire  clerical 
help  to  figure  each  exhib's  share 
than  the  surplus  totals.  A  possible 
out  is  a  suggestion  to  donate  the 
funds  to  the  Variety  Club  and  the 
Motion  Picture  Associates  for  their 
heart  and  welfare  funds. 


Hutcheson,  Walsh,  Green,  Meet  in  Attempt  to 

End  Wii'ood  Strihe  Before  Congress  Acts 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — In  a  last-minute  attempt  to  forestall  Congressional  intervention, 
AFL  leaders  have  met  here  to  map  plans  to  settle  the  Hollywood  strike,  now 
in  its  seventh  month,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  between  William  Hutcheson,  International 
president  of  the  carpenters,  and  IATSE  President  Richard  Walsh,  with  AFL 
Prexy  William  Green  sitting  in  on  srme  of  the  meetings. 

Reports  that  Eric  A.  Johnston  participated  in  the  conferences  were  denied 
by  MPAA  spokesmen. 

Meanwhile,  the  Department  of  Labor's  conciliation  service  said  no  action  has 
been  taken  on  a  request  for  a  conciliator  made  by  Herbert  K.  Sorrell,  CSU 
head.  Sorrell  is  now  in  a  hospital  following  a  beating  by  thugs. 


Pix  Groups  Back 
Co-ordinating  Move 


With  Si  H.  Fabian,  interim  chair- 
man, presiding,  the  industry  study 
committee  appointed  last  November 
by  Dr.  John  Steelman,  met  yester- 
day in  the  ATA  offices.  Attending 
were  Robert  Wilby,  Fred  Kent,  Wil- 
liam Kupper,  Francis  S.  Harmon, 
Lewen  Pizor,  Mike  Clofine  and  James 
Jerauld. 

Fabian  reported  that  nine  of  the 
12  solicited  organizations  had  voted 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


David  Lewis  Sees  Co-op. 
Trend  Extending  to  Majors 

Moves  toward  the  sharing  of  finan- 
cial risks  and  gains  by  stars  in  inde- 
pendent production  is  a  reflection  of 
a  co-operative  trend  evident  in  other 
business  across  the  country,  David 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Kodak  Plans  5-for-f 
Split  of  Its  Common 


Rochester  —  A  proposal  to  split 
Eastman  Kodak  common  stock  five 
for  one  will  be  voted  upon  by  stock- 
holders at  the  annual  meeting  in 
Flemington,  N.  J.,  on  April  29. 
Eastman  board  yesterday  voted  to 
recommend  the  split  in  addition  to 
a  change  in  the  common  from  no 
par  to  $10  par  value,  and  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  authorized 
shares    of   common. 

Proposal  provides  that  the  present 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


SAG  Will  Begin  Contract 
Talks  with  Prods.  Apr.  15 

Wrst  Const  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los   Angeles — Negotiations   for  a 
new  actor's  contract  will  be  opened 
by  the  Screen  Actors  Guild  with  pro- 
ducers April  15,  but  the  guild  has  as 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Defers  Indie  Meeting  Call 

Awaits  Clarification  of  New  Sales  Policies 


Gamble  Will  Operate 
Monarch  from  N.  Y.  C. 


Ted  Gamble  will  take  personal 
charge  of  the  Monarch  Theaters 
Circuit  and  operate  from  Radio  City 
in  New  York,  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. 

Gamble  acquired  the  six  houses 
for  the  sum  of  $1,350,000,  in  a  deal 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Detroit  —  Plans  for  a  national 
meeting  of  independent  exhibitor 
groups  to  protest  or  meet  with  home 
office  reus,  on  major  company  sell- 
ing policies  will  be  deferred  until 
new  sales  policies  of  companies  are 
clarified,  according-  to  Sam  Carver, 
president  of  the  Michigan  ITO.  who 
is  slated  to  issue  the  call.  Uncertain- 
ties on  part  of  distributors  and  ab- 
sence of  key  executives  make  the 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


MPAA  Prexy  Fails  to  See 
Dispute  as  Communist- 
Inspired;  Backs  Congress 

Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DA'LY 

Washington — MPAA  Prexy  Eric 
A.  Johnston  put  the  blame  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Hollywood  strike 
squarely  at  the  door  of  top  AFL 
leaders,  as  he  testified  before  the 
House  Education  and  Labor  Com- 
mittee yesterday.  He  said  that  he 
had  thought  a  solution  had  been 
reached  eight  or  nine  months  ago, 
but  that  the  AFL  had  failed  to  en- 
force the  principles  agreed  upon 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Para,  to  End  Last 
Pools  This  Month 


Paramount's  last  pooling  arrange- 
ments will  be  terminated  by  the 
end  of  this  month,  it  was  announced 
yesterday  by  Leonard  H.  Goldenson, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  theater 
operations.  Pools  remaining  in- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Buying  Service  Files 
Exhib.  Arbitration  Squawk 

Amalgamated  Buying  Service,  Inc., 

acting  as  agent  and  attorney  for  the 

Princess  Theater  in  Hartford,  Conn., 

has   filed   a   demand  for   arbitration 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Plans  Bental  Service 
For  Great  Lakes  Ships 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich.  —  Crews 
of  freighters  operating  on  Lake 
Superior  will  be  able  to  see  mcvies 
aboard  ship  this  Summer  under  a 
plan  of  Capt.  G.  Richardson.  A  former 
Great  Lakes  sailor,  Captain  Rich- 
ardson, recently  returned  from  war 
service  as  merchant  ship  captain, 
will  set  up  a  motion  picture  pro- 
jector and  film  library  rental  ser- 
vice here.  Projectors  and  prints  will 
be  rented  to  up-bound  vessels  at 
the  Soo,  to  be  returned  when  the 
ships  are  down-bound.  Instructional 
subjects  will  be  included  in  the 
library,  as  well  as  entertainment 
films. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road.  Wash.  16.  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett. 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter.  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA — Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus.  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30. g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade.  Mexico  City 
Herald.  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL — Ray 
Carmichael.  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Tack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl.  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Rav- 
mond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Tembanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss.  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME— 
TnVin  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVTV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

B°ll  &  Howell 104       104       104 

East.    Kodak    246'/2  240       246 1/2 

G=n.   Prec.    Eq 23         227/8     23 

Loew's,    Inc 243/„     237fc     24 V8 

Paramount     275/,     27V4     27'/2 

RtfO      145/s     14V,      14V2 

R=0'ih|;c    Pict 8  734        8 

P-n..blic    Piet.    pfd...    14V2      14l/2      14V, 
20th  Centurv-Fox    .  .  .    35V,     35         35 V4 

Universal   Pict 2534     25V4     253,4 

Universal   Pict.  pfd.    .    90V,      90V,      90V, 

Warner  Bros 1634      16V,      1634 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      43.4       45/$       45/s 

RKO      43/8       41/4       41/4 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor      16  16  16 

Trans-Lux     A3/s       A%        43/8 

OVER  THE   COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor        43,4 

Pathe        6l/2 


Net 

Chg. 

-  v* 

+  35/8 


+       1/8 

+       % 


1/2 


—  % 

—  Va 

+  1/2 

+  1/4 

—  1/4 


+     1/4 
-     i/s 

Asked 

5% 

VA 


Almy  Arrives  on  Coast 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Cliff  Almy,  Warners 
supervisor  for  the  Philippines  and 
Japan,  arrived  here  yesterday  by 
plane  to  make  funeral  arrangements 
for  Mrs.  Almy,  who  died  Thursday. 


cominG  add  Gome 


DON  HANCOCK,  of  Castle  Films  division  of 
United  World  Films,  has  returned  from  Ber- 
muda. 

DAVID  LEWIS  and  LEWIS  MILESTONE,  pro- 
ducer and  director,  respectively,  of  "Arch  of 
Triumph,"  have  arrived   in  town. 

JULES  LEVEY,  UA  producer,  leaves  for  Chi- 
cago today. 

JAMES  B.  FAICHNEY,  production  associate 
at  Sound  Masters,  industrial  film  outfit,  ar- 
rives on  the  Coast  tomorrow  from  New  York 
to  arrange  coverage  for  industrial  film  pro- 
duction. 

JOSEPH  M.  SCHENCK,  here  from  the  Coast, 
leaves    shortly    for    Florida. 

NATE  B.  SPINGOLD  is  vacationing  in   Florida. 

NATE  BLUMBERG  has  arrived  in  New  York 
from   Hollywood. 

FRED  METZLER,  20th-Fox  studio  exec,  is 
here   from    the   Coast. 

DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  is  expected  in  New  York 
tomorrow    from    Hollywood. 

LEONARD  GOLDENSON  planes  today  to 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  where  he  will  meet  Bob  Weit- 
man. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS  returns  to  New  York 
from   the  Coast  at  the  end  of  next  week. 

RICHARD  GREENE  flew  to  the  Coast  yester- 
day  via    TWA. 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  the  Warners'  playdate 
department,   was   in   Albany   yesterday. 

SAM  LEFKOWITZ,  Eastern  district  manager 
for  Warners,  is  in  Boston  unt.!|  the  end  of  the 
week. 

JULIUS  GORDON,  president  of  the  Jeffer- 
son Amusement  Co.,  flew  with  FRANK  CAPRA 
nnd  JAMES  STEWART  from  Dallas  to  Beaumont, 
Tex.,  vesterday  to  be  guests  at  a  press  luncheon 
for    400. 

BILL  BURTON,  artists'  representative,  is  in 
New  York,  handling  business  for  clients  Dick 
Haymes,    Helen    Forrest,   and    Margaret   Whiting. 

ROBERT  SNYDER,  special  representative  for 
Mbert  Dezell  Productions,  is  in  from  Detroit. 
He   is    stopping   at  the    Astor. 

HILLER  INNES,  executive  assistant  to  Russell 
Holman,  Paramount's  Eastern  production  head, 
;=  back  from  a  vacation  in  Jamaica,  West  In- 
dies. 

J.  J.  DONOHUE,  Paramount's  Central  division 
'ales  manager,  is  on  a  business  trip  to  Chi- 
cago. 


Oscar  Hanson  Elected 
Canadian  Pioneer  Prexy 

Toronto — Oscar  R.  Hanson,  pres- 
ident of  Monogram  Pictures  of  Can- 
ada, is  the  new  president  of  the 
Canadian  Pictures  Pioneers,  Jack 
Arthur  of  FPC  was  chosen  vice-pres- 
ident and  Ray  Lewis  was  re-elected 
secretary-treasurer. 

Reports  showed  that  the  CPP 
Benevolent  Fund  had  reached  a  total 
of  $16,000.  the  proceeds  from  which 
are  available  as  private  charity 
among  needy  cases  in  the  film  trade. 


N.  J.  Allied  Meets  Monday 

_  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Al- 
lied Theater  Owners  of  New  Jersey 
will  meet  Monday  morning  at  10 
a.m.  in  the  offices  of  the  organiza- 
tion. A  meeting-  of  the  general  mem- 
bership will  be  held  in  the  after- 
noon. Prexy  Ed  Lachman  will  pre- 
side at  both  sessions. 


UA  Board  to  Meet  Friday 

The  UA  board  held  its  monthly 
meeting  yesterday  and  after  a  dis- 
cussion of  routine  matters,  adjourned 
until   Friday. 


ROBERT  FELLOWS,  producer  of  Paramount's 
"Blaze  of  Noon,"  arrives  from  Hollywood  today 
for  a   week's  stay  in   New  York. 

JOSEPH  J.  DEITCH,  Paramount  Theater  ex- 
ecutive, has  returned  to  New  York  after  an 
extended  field  trip  which  included  Chicago, 
Kansas   City,  Oklahoma   City  and  Salt   Lake. 

C.    J.     F  E  L  D  M  A  N  ,    U-l    Western    division 

BENNY  BERGER  is  expected  to  return  to  Min- 
neapolis Saturday  from   Florida. 

PERRY  COMO  is  spending  a  vacation  at 
Boca   Raton,   Fla. 

WILLIAM  N.  SKIRBALL,  of  the  Skirball 
Brothers  circuit  is  in  Cleveland  from  his  Cali- 
fornia   ranch. 

HOWARD  REIF,  of  the  Scoville  Essick  and 
Reif  circuit,  who  is  spending  the  Winter  in  his 
Miami  home,  is  returning  to  Cleveland  March 
19,   via    the    new    DC-4   plane. 

EMIL  STERN,  Essaness  circuit  general  mana- 
ger and  EDDIE  SILVERMAN,  circuit  president, 
are  at   Palm   Springs  for  a  Winter  vacation. 

MYLES  SEELEY,  film  attorney,  due  from  Chi- 
cago today  for  conferences  on  Chicago  film 
cases. 

JEANETTE  MACDONALD  in  Chicago  for 
opening  of  "Greatest  of  These"  stage  show  at 
Selwyn  Theater  last  night. 

ERICH  MARIA  REMARQUE,  author  of  "Arch 
of  Triumph,"   is    in   town. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  M-G-M  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager, and  his  home  office  assistant,  PAUL 
RICHRATH,   are   in   Albany. 

STEPHAN  BEKASSY,  who  has  a  top  role  in 
Enterprise's  "Arch  of  Triumph,"  is  vacationing 
at    the    Essex    House. 

MICHELE  BERNHEIM,  technical  adviser  for 
Enterprise's  "Arch,"  is  in  town  to  catch  a  few 
shows. 

ALLENE  ROBERTS,  who  makes  her  film  de- 
but opposite  Edward  G.  Robinson  in  UA's 
"The  Red  House,"  arrived  here  yesterday. 

DOLORES  MORAN,  wife  of  Producer  Benedict 
Bogeaus,   here  for  a  week's  stay. 

PRODUCER  BORIS  MORROS  and  WILLIAM 
PRINCE,  top  player  in  former's  "Carnegie  Hall," 
are   new   arrivals   in    New  York. 

LENORE  AUBERT,  French  screen  star,  here 
for   short    stay. 

ANGELA  LANSBURY,  feminine  lead  in  "Af- 
fairs of  Bel  Ami,"  UA  release,  in  from  Coast 
for  a   series   of   Eastern   p.a.   dates. 


Price  Urges  Arbitration 
Plan  For  Pix  Labor  Strife 


Delacorte  and  Hunter 
Will  Address  Ampa 

George  T.  Delacorte,  president  'of 
Dell  Publications,  and  Paul  Hunter, 
president  of  Liberty  Magazine,  will 
be  the  principal  speakers  at  Thurs- 
day's AMPA  welcome  to  Maurice 
Chevalier.  Curtis  V.  Mitchell,  di- 
rector of  advertising  and  publicity 
for  Paramount,  will  act  as  toast- 
master. 


Belaian  "Culture"  Forum 
Will  See  IntT  Pix  Artists 


Brussels  (By  Air  Mail)— Charles 
Chanlin,  Laurence  Olivier,  Orson 
Welles  and  Rene  Clair  are  among 
those  scheduled  to  participate  in  a 
"Cinema  and  Human  Culture"  for- 
um to  be  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  Film  Festival  planned  for  this 
city  from  June  1  to  June  30. 


Anti-Smokina  Ordinance 
Enacted  in  Birmingham 

Birmingham,  Ala. — The  city  com- 
mission adopted  a  fire-prevention  or- 
dinance including  a  provision  making 
it  illegal  to  smoke  in  theaters. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAi 

Hollywood — A    group    of    20 
dustrial  and  financial  writers  1 
San    Francisco,    Los    Angeles 
other  metropolitan  newspapers, 
are  making  a  survey  of  Califo 
industries,    met  with    Byron    P 
AMPP    board    chairman,    who 
swered  questions  regarding  fUj^ 
duction  trends  and  problem^B 

Regarding  the  studio  strik^ff 
commented:  "I  proposed  a  year 
a  plan  of  arbitration  to  be  set 
and  operated  by  unions,  with  stuj 
having  nothing  to  do  with  its  op 
tions  except  to  pay  bills.  Sue 
plan  still  seems  to  me  to  be  the  1 
permanent  solution." 

Price   asserted  that  he   does 
regard  television  as  a  threat  to  fi 
and  feels  that  one  eventually  i 
supplement  the  other. 


Six  UK  Paramounteers 
On  First  Visit  to  U.  S. 


Six  members  of  Paramount's  E| 
ish  organization  arrive  in  New  Y 
today  aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  El 
beth  on  first  visits  to  the  Unj 
States  as  an  award  for  their  tl 
ning  a  quota  drive  recently  held 
the  British  Isles. 

The  six  are:  Dave  Gilpin,  Thoi] 
Ledger,   Clifford  J.   Cox,  Ashley  j 
Bate,  and  the  Misses  Alice  Holt 
Nellie  Nisbet. 

Group    will    sightsee    N.    Y. 
about  a  week  and  then  visit  the  Ps 
mount  Hollywood  studio. 


IATSE  Asks  Bonus  to  Me< 
Increased  Cost  of  Livinc 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAI1 

Hollywood — Bonuses  equivalenl 
the  rise  in  living  costs  between  J 
and  December,  1946,  for  all  stu 
workers  is  being  asked  by  the  IAT 
under  a  contract  provision  permitt 
the  re-opening  of  the  wage  claus 


Pix  People  on  Elizabeth 

Industry  figures  arriving  on 
liner  Queen  Elizabeth  today  a 
George  Ivan  Smith,  associate  p 
ducer  and  literary  editor  of  "T 
Modern  Age,"  J.  Arthur  Rar 
series  of  topical  shorts;  Fn 
Launder  of  the  producing  te; 
Launder  &  Gilliat,  which  made  "1 
Adventuress";  Arthur  W.  Ke 
prexy  of  General  Motion  Pict 
Corp.,  and  Maurice  Chevalier,  sc 
and  dance  man. 


have  YOU  an) 

PRESS  BOOK  PROBLEMS? 
Let  Me  Have  Them! 

•  I  have  had  several  years  experience 
with  all  phases  of  press  book  work  fron 
cover  to  cover. 

AM  NOW  AVAILABLE 

BOX  122,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
1501    BROADWAY,  N.  Y.   18,   N.  Y 
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NINA  FOCH 

Screenplay  by  Louella    MacFarlane,  Allen    Rivkin,  Devery  Freeman 
Directed    by   HENRY    LEVIN 
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$35,691,318  Eastman 
Net  Sets  New  Record 


Rochester— Net  profit  of  $35,691,- 
318,  a  record  high,  was  reported 
yesterday  by  Eastman  Kodak  Co. 
for  1946.  Figure  is  comparable  to 
the  $32,715,632  earned  for  1945,  a 
record  until  the  latest  report.  Net 
sales  were  reported  at  $274,703,448 
last  year,  compared  with  $301,501,- 
854. 

Year's  profit  benefited  by  a 
$3,936,800  tax  reduction  that  will 
not  recur,  the  statement  noted.  Net 
profit  without  the  benefit  of  the  tax 
reduction  was  $31,754,518,  equal  to 
$12.67  per  share  on  the  outstanding 
common. 

Dividends  paid  during  the  year 
totaled  $17,702,033,  representing  six 
per  cent  on  the  preferred  stock  and 
$7.00  per  share  on  the  common. 
Similar  amounts  were  paid  in  1945. 

Last  year's  sales  were  above  those 
in  any  previous  peacetime  year  but 
less  than  the  1945  total,  the  report, 
issued  by  Perley  S.  Wilcox,  chair- 
man, and  Thomas  J.  Hargrave,  presi- 
dent stated.  Report  emphasized  that 
new  sales  peaks  generally  were  at- 
tained last  year  and  that  the  1945 
sales  figure  included  large  amounts 
of  military  sales,  which  were  "com- 
paratively small"   in   1946. 

The  Eastern  executives  antici- 
pated an  increased  sales  volume  in 
1947  and  noted  that  "a  larger  total 
profit  should  result  in  1947,  but  it 
appears  likely  that  the  recent  down- 
ward trend  in  the  margin  of  profit 
will  continue."  Greater  sales  are 
expected  to  more  than  offset  the 
decrease   in   profit   margin. 


Felix  A.  Jenkins,  20th-Fox 
Executive,  Dead  at  57 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of   the    Delta   Kappa   Epsilon    Fra- 
ternity. 

Surviving,  in  addition  to  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Annette  R.  Jenkins,  are  four 
sons,  Daniel,  Felix,  Peter  and  Henry, 
all  of  whom  served  in  the  armed 
forces  in  World  War  II.  Announce- 
ment of  funeral  arrangements  is 
pending. 


Friedlcmder  Rites  Today 

Funeral  services  for  David  W. 
Friedlander,  manager  of  Loew's  42nd 
Street  Theater,  will  be  held  this_  aft- 
ernoon at  one  o'clock  at  the  River- 
side Funeral  Parlor.  Friedlander, 
who  was  associated  with  Loew's  for 
36  years,  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Hannah,  and  two  children. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIMS  TO: 


Mar. 
Renee   Carroll 
Bernard  R.  Goodman 

Ben  Wirth 
Virginia  Christine 


Samuel  Zierler 

Houston    Branch 

Jules    Furthman 

D.  A.   Doran 
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PHIL  M.  DALY 


Mid-Weelc  Memos 

•  •  •  THE  CRYSTAL  BALL:  Sooner  or  later,  there's  going  to  be 
a  company  consolidation 

—  Give  to  the  Red  Cross  — 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Didja  know  that  some  4.000  Loew  employes 
are  now  enrolled  in  the  company's  retirement  plan?  ...  •  Goldwyn's 
"The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives,"  which  bows  this  morning  at  the  Fulton, 
Pittsburgh,  on  a  reserved  performance  policy,  starts  with  a  S  16,500  ad- 
vance sale That  sounds  like  a  record.  ...     •  lust  when  Phil  M. 

was  readying  his  overalls  and  cowhide  boots  for  the  event.  Universal 
has  switched  the  finals  in  its  "Egg  and  I" — "Slick  Chick"  contest  from 
New  York  to  Los  Angeles  on  March  21.  .  .  .  •  Pathe  News  for  March 
10  will  include  another  Dominican  clip,  this  time  showing  the  Sosua 
Refugee  Colony,  permitting  the  Dominican  Information  Center  to  again 
do  its  stuff  promotionally.  ...  •  Biggest  of  the  three  "preemings" 
on  Film   Classics  "Thief  of  Bagdad"   re-issue  is  skedded  for  tomorrow 

when  "Bedelia"   exits  from  the   Victoria Others  recently   were  in 

Washington  and  Boston.  ...  •  The  Friars  Club  of  California  is  tak- 
ing over  the  elaborate   Clover  Club   in   Hollywood  as   its  home.  .   .   . 

•  Is  the  production  chief  of  a  certain  company  unhappy  to  the  point 
he  may  step  down?  ...  •  Mary  Pickford  and  Buddy  Rogers,  before 
leaving  Havana  for  Mexico,  called  on  Cuba's  President  Grau  San  Mar- 
tin. ...  •  Griffith  circuit  theaters  in  two  Oklahoma  towns  are  co- 
operating with  local  churches  in  offering  special  lenten  season  religious 
films Excellent  public  relations,  that.  ...  •  Renee  Carroll  cele- 
brates her  20th  anniversary  at  Sardi's  today.  ...  •  Don't  be  sur- 
prised if  labs,  increase  the  cost  of  prints  as  a  result  of  higher  wage 
provisions  almost  certain  to  figure  in  any  new  contract  with  the  lab. 
technicians'  union 

—  Give  to  the  Red  Cross  — 

•  •  •  BLAZING  THE  TRAIL:  Jimmy  Stewart  and  Frank  Capra 
are  given  added  momentum  to  the  revived  practice  of  promotional  co- 
operation between  those  who  make  pictures  and  the  boys  who  do  the 

actual  merchandising Little  doubt  exists  that  their  tour  of  Eastern 

key  cities  prior  to  the  opening  of  "It's  A  Wonderful  Liie"  was  an  ef- 
fective   stimulus    to    newspaper    coverage    and    the    resulting    hypoed 

grosses That  Stewart  and  Capra  were  convinced  is  evidenced  by 

their  subsequent  consent  to  make  a  similar  tour  through  Texas  in  con- 
junction with  the  gala  tri-cily  premiere  of  "Life"  held  there  this  week 

With  personalities  of  the  caliber  of  these  two  "sold"  on  the  idea, 

look  for  others  to  take  to  the  field  on  similar  missions 

—  Give  to   the  Red  Cross  — 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  First  RKO  Radio  pic  to  go  into  William 
Goldman's  Philly  Goldman    Theater   will   be   "Sinbad   the   Sailor.".   .   . 

•  Plenty  of  fun  down  in  N'Orleans  where  20th-Fox  is  selling  away 
from  the  Saenger  circuit  ...  •  J.  Arthur  Rank's  John  Davis  will  be 
in  Canada  the  latter  part  of  May.  ...     •  Mono  Int'l  gifted  35,000  feet 

of  35  mm.  sound  negative  to  Ateneo  College  in  the  Philippines 

Footage  will  be  used  in  the  making  of  a  fund-raising  pic,  "The  End  of 

the  Road" Proceeds  will  be  used  to  rebuild  the  college  devastated 

by  the  Japs.  ...  •  For  the  statistical-minded:  3,500,000  watts  are 
required   for   20th-Fox's   huge    spectacular   on  "The   Homestretch,"   atop 

Schrafft's  at  43rd  and  B'way Sign  uses  18,000  electric  bulbs   and 

500  feet  of  neon  tubing.  ...  •  Reports  that  Arthur  Kelly  will  return 
to  the  UA  fold  are  wel'.-founded,  although  execs,  decline  to  discuss  it 

at  this  time It  is  expected  that  Kelly  will  be  Chaplin's  sales  rep. 

in  New  York '.. 

—  Give  to  the  Red  Cross  — 


British  Disfrib.  Raw 
Stock  Proposals  Hit 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
KRS,  the  weekly  deficiency  of  1,5( 
000   feet   would   be   met   by  sav 
750,000  feet  on  British  Army  fi 
plus  _  a  quarter  million  feet  at 
studios,    plus    a    reduction    in 
length  of  newsreels  to  650  fefj^ 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  <fl 
prints.  ^^ 

The  CEA  countered  with  the 
sertion  that  a  cut  in  the  number 
release  prints  was  out  of  the  qu 
tion,  the  exhibitor  association  clai 
ing  that  prints  already  are  worn 
death. 

In  lieu  of  fewer  prints,  the  CI 
suggested  that  the  newsreels  be 
down  to  600  feet.  This,  in  tu 
brought  a  sharp  rejoinder  from  I 
newsreels,  which  termed  a  600  f< 
reel  valueless  inasmuch  as  it  v. 
impossible  to  give  adequate  ne 
coverage  in  a  seven-minute  reel. 

The  newsreels  took  the  positi 
that  the  CEA  is  inviting  them 
'commit   suicide." 


N.  Y.  Para/s  Biz  Better 
Under  New  Price  Policy 

First  week's  grosses  on  "Sudder 
It's  Spring,"  in  the  wake  of  the  Ni 
York  Paramount's  slash  in  week-d 
matinee  prices,  was  $85,000  as  cor 
pared   with   first  week's   grosses 
the    preceding    "Easy    Come,    Ea 
Go"   at  $82,000.    Daily  matinee  £ 
tendance,  beginning  Wednesday  a 
including  Saturday  and  Sunday  we 
8,400;    8,000;    7,000;    4,500;    1,50  i 
7,200;  6,500. 

Sunday's  dip  to  1,500  was  large 
the  result  of  the  foul  weather. 


Gamble  Will  Operate 
Monarch  from  N.  Y.  C. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

that  gives   him   outright   ownersh 
of  one  of  the  theaters  with  leases 
the  other  five. 

Houses  involved  are  the  Circl 
Lyric  and  Indiana,  in  Indianapoli 
the  Palace  in  Akron,  and  the  Par 
mount  and  Penn  in  Steubenville. 


SICH  LIST 


AL  L1CHTMAN,  executive  vee-pee 
M-G-M  studios,  underwent  major  abdor 
inal  operation  yesterday.  Surgery  was  r 
ported  successful  and  he  is  resting  cor 
fortably. 

HOWARD  D1ETZ,  M-G-M  vice-preside 
and    ad  -  publicity  -  exploitation    director, 
confined  to  his  Hollywood  hotel  room  wi 
a    bad    ecld.    He    is   slated    to    return    Ea 
the  end  of  this  week, 

ELLEN  WISE,  biller  at  Universal  e: 
change,  Indianapolis,  is  confined  at  hon 
by  a  severe  cold  and  throat  infection. 


Idnesday,  March  5,  1947 


hnston  Blames  AFl 
ir  Hollywood  Strike 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
in,  and  that  repeated  efforts  since 
m  to  get  the  AFL  toppers  to  solve 

dispute  have  failed. 
Vhile  there  are  bound  to  be  Com- 
"^><s  in  Hollywood,  as  anywhere 
:  here  is  no  strong  evidence 
It  the  present  studio  strike  is 
nmunist  -  inspired,  Johnston  told 

Committee.  He  deplored  the 
lure  of  the  AFL  executive  coun- 
to  settle  the  long-standing  juris- 
tional  dispute,  and  agreed  with 
amittee  members  that  this  is  the 
ie  of  strike  Congress  might  well 
>pt  legislation  to  rule  out. 
Communists  Fight  H'wood  Pix 
Questioned  by  Rep.  Nixon,  R., 
pi.,  as  to  the  extent  of  Commu- 
t  influence  in  the  dispute,  John- 
n  smiled  at  the  committee,  then 
larked  that  if  the  strike  is  Com- 
nistic,  it  is  surprising  that  Com- 
nists  have  not  asserted  more  pow- 
in  the  film  industry  itself.  Best 
of  that  pix  content  and  form 
not  Communist-controlled  is  the 
t  that  Communists  all  over  the 
rid    are    fighting    importation    of 

Hollywood  product  into  their 
j  ions. 

ohnston's     testimony     was     de- 

,ibed  during  the  hearing  by  pro- 

tor  Rep.  Arthur  Klein,  New  York 

nocrat,    as    a    "breath    of    fresh 

"     The  MPAA  head  outlined  to 

Committee  the  CED  proposals 
rich  he  discussed  with  the  press 
Ie  last  week. 

ohnston  was,  according  to  Klein, 
ie  first  witness  representing  man- 
•ment  who  was  entirely  fair."  He 
led  that  a  majority  of  the  previ- 
witnesses  from  management 
ks  have  been  cited  once  or  more 
the  NLRB  for  unfair  labor  prac- 
;s. 

H'wood  Strike  Up  to  AFL 

pointing  out  that  the  entire  mat- 
l  is  within  the  AFL,  Johnston  said 

3  is  most  certainly  an  example  of 

jurisdictional    dispute    for    the 

^.ltion  of  which  Congressional  ac- 

n  is  needed. 

?his    correspondent    learned    that 
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Blimp  as  Carrier; 
How  About  Rochet? 

Columbus,  0.  —  First  delivery  of 
feature  film  print  by  blimp,  ac- 
cording to  Goodyear  officials,  was 
"made  here  via  the  Goodyear  airship 
Enterprise.  The  print  of  "The  Be- 
\  ginning  or  the  End"  was  flown  here 
I  from  Akron  and  delivered  to  Mayor 

i  James  A.  Rhodes  who  in  turn  pre- 
sented it  to  Walter  Kessler,  Loew's 
Ohio  manager.  The  blimp  landed  ah 
the  former  Twin  Rivers  golf  course, 
|  near  the  downtown  area.  Stunt  was 
arranged  by  Kessler  and  Goodyear 
airship  publicity  office. 


CHARTERED 


Para,  to  End  Last 
Pools  This  Month 


STUB-ROD  CONTROL  CORP.  OF  AMERICA, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  capital  of  200  shares 
no  par  value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to 
manufacture  moving  picture  theater  equipment. 
Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Paula  Gerstenfeld, 
Gertrude  Dinberg,  Gertrude  M.  Kriehn. 

CHILDREN'S  PROGRAMS,  INC.,  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  non-profit  organization.  Mrs.  Herbert 
L.  Cohen,  agent;  Mrs.  Austin  D.  Lucas,  Mrs. 
Bertha  T.  ialtman,  Mrs.  Frances  C.  Shinn, 
Mrs.  M.  Elizabeth  Flenn  and  Mrs.  Clara  A. 
Williams,    incorporators. 

H.  R.  L.  CORP.,  Plymouth,  Mich.,  to  deal 
in  moving  pictures  film.  Capital,  $50,000  at 
$10.  Assets,  $10,000.  Harry  R.  Lush,  of  Ply- 
mouth,   1,000   shares. 

FILMEX  CORP.,  New  York  City,  with  capital 
of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three  shares 
subscribed,  to  deal  in  motion  picture  film 
products.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Joseph 
Richter,    Irene   Morrone,    Helen    Hecht. 

ELGAY  FILM  CO.,  INC.,  New  York  City,  with 
capital  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
shares  subscribed,  to  distribute  motion  pictures. 
Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Henry  Gair,  Simon 
B.  Kopp,  Benjamin  Geduldig. 

Indie  Meeting  Call  Put  Off; 
Await  New  Sales  Policies 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

situation  such  that  a  meeting  now 
would  be  considered  unlikely  to  ac- 
complish  its  purpose,    Carver   said. 

Carver  has  issued  a  call  for  a 
meeting  of  the  Michigan  ITO  for 
Tuesday  at  the  Statler  Hotel,  to 
elect  officers  for  its  second  year. 

The  group  may  take  action  to  seek 
ananti-Ascap  bill  in  Michigan, Carver 
said,  fighting  the  10  cent  seat  charge. 
Present  Indiana  legislation  is  being 
studied  and  a  campaign  to  secure  a 
law  here  may  follow  if  a  clear  con- 
stitutional method  appears  open,  ac- 
cording to  Carver.. 


Set  Regional  Meetings 
For  Greek  Orphans  Drive 


Industry  participation  in  the  ap- 
peal for  the  War  Orphans  of  Greece 
will  be  outlined  at  a  series  of  re- 
gional meetings  to  be  held  through- 
out the  country  during  the  period  of 
the  drive,  which  opens  Saturday  and 
extends  to  April  8,.  Executives  from 
this  area  will  attend  the  sessions, 
already  scheduled  for  Chicago,  Bos- 
ton, Washington,  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  in  addition  to  New  York. 


there  was  a  good  deal  of  hesitation 
on  the  part  of  Committee  leaders  be- 
fore it  was  agreed  that  Johnston  be 
asked  to  testify.  Some  of  the  more 
conservative  members  appeared  to 
look  upon  him  as  a  New  Dealer  or 
even  worse,  despite  his  identification 
with  the  Republican  Party. 


Rites  for  Altec's  Conner 

Philadelphia  —  Funeral  services 
were  held  here  yesterday  for  War- 
ren Conner,  Altec  Cincy  district 
manager,  who  died  on  his  50th  birth- 
day in  that  city.  Conner  was  branch 
manager  here  for  Erni  when  Altec 
was  organized  in  1937  and  remained 
with  Altec  as  its  local  manager  until 
1940  when  he  was  named  to  the 
Cincy  post.    His  wife  survives. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
elude  the  one  with  Fox  West  Coast, 
affecting  three  San  Francisco 
houses,  and  one  with  Fabian  The- 
aters, involving  three  houses  in 
Middletown,  N.  Y. 

When  the  Middletown  pooling 
agreement  with  Fabian  is  dissolved 
on  March  29,  the  Paramount  The- 
ater will  be  returned  to  Paramount 
management,  its  operation  being 
undertaken  by  the  Netco  Theaters 
affiliate  of  which  Harry  Royster  is 
general  manager.  Operation  of  the 
State  and  Stratton  Theaters  will 
revert  to  Fabian. 

Approximate  dates  of  the  FWC- 
Paramount  pool  termination  in  San 
Francisco  will  be:  the  Paramount, 
March  25;  the  St.  Francis,  March  26 
and  the  State,  March  27.  Operation 
of  the  three  houses  will  be  relin- 
quished by  FWC  and  resumed  di- 
rectly by  Paramount. 

Indicative  of  the  importance  to 
Paramount  of  the  San  Francisco 
pool  ending  is  the  number  of  top 
officials  slated  to  take  active  part 
in  the  re-establishment  of  Para- 
mount management  in  that  area. 
Goldenson,  accompanied  by  Edward 
L.  Hyman,  vice-president  of  Para- 
mount Theaters  Service  Corp.,  leaves 
today  for  conferences  in  Los  An- 
geles and  San  Francisco.  They  will 
be  followed  tomorrow  by  Jerry  Zig- 
mond,  Joseph  Deitch  and  Eugene 
Street,  of  the  home  office  executive 
staff.  Robert  Weitman  left  for  the 
Coast  Monday. 

Zigmond,  who  has  'been  Hyman's 
executive  assistant,  will  take  charge 
of  the  San  Francisco  houses,  head- 
quartering in  that  city. 

Goldenson  made  it  emphatic  yes- 
terday that  Paramount's  plans  call 
for  vigorous  and  top-flight  opera- 
tion of  the  houses.  In  a  move  to 
re-establish  Paramount  as  a  the- 
ater operator  on  the  West  Coast, 
the  Bob  Hope  starrer,  "My  Favorite 
Brunette,"  will  be  the  initial  Para- 
mount Theater  attraction  and  the 
Hollywood  studio  will  aid  by  sending 
a  group  of  the  company's  stars  to 
the  Hope  pix  opening. 


Fritz  Lang  Schedules  Pic 
With  Political  Theme 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles — Small  Town  politi- 
cal corruption  embracing  guberna- 
torial fiasco  in  Georgia  following 
death  of  Gene  Talmadge  is  theme 
of  "Corruption,"  scheduled  for  high 
budget  and  top  casting  for  Diana 
Productions  in  1948,  to  be  released 
by  TJ-I,  with  Fritz  Lang,  producer- 
director. 


Cinecolor  to  Name  New  VP 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Cinecolor's  board  is 
expected  to  name  a  successor  to 
William  F.  Loss,  who  resigned  re- 
cently as  vice-prexy,  at  a  meeting 
here  March  16. 
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9  Pix  Groups  Back 
Co-ordinating  Move 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

approval  of  the  resolution  to  form 
a  permanent  Motion  Picture  Industry 
Co-ordinating  Committee  in  order  to 
channel  co-operation  with  the  Gov- 
ernment through  one  agency  that 
would  represent  all  branches  of  the 
industry. 

Function  of  the  group  will  be  to 
recommend  action  on  film  messages 
from  the  Government  or  nationally 
organized  philanthropies. 

Allied  States  Association,  PCCITO 
and  the  CIEA  did  not  participate  in 
yesterday's  meeting,  but  it  was  de- 
cided to  re-extend  invitations  to 
these  groups  to  engage  in  the  joint 
effort. 

Nominations  to  the  committee 
from  the  various  organizations  were : 
Si  H.  Fabian,  ATA;  R.  B.  Wilby, 
CSA;  Harry  Brandt,  ITOA;  Francis 
Harmon,  MPA;  Herman  Levy, 
MPTOA;  Tom  Connors,  National 
Distribution  Committee;  Mike  Clo- 
fine,  newsreels;  Donald  Nelson, 
SIMPP,  and  Ben  Shlyen,  industry 
press. 

Fabian  will  continue  to  serve  as 
interim  chairman  and  operating  com- 
mittees of  distribution  and  exhibition 
representatives  will  be  named  in  each 
exchange  area. 


SAG  Will  Begin  Contract 
Talks  with  Prods.  Apr.  15 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
yet   not   decided   what   increases   it 
will  ask  nor  will  it  divulge  its  plans 
before  confabs  start. 

Guild's  fact-finding  committee  has 
been  functioning  for  a  year  and  has 
received  numerous  suggestions  from 
guild  members,  with  one  small  group 
of  actors  suggesting  that  producers 
should  be  required  to  pay  a  cast  of 
a  re-issue  same  amount  paid  origin- 
ally. 

It  is  estimated  the  1947  payroll 
for  players  will  easily  exceed  $50,- 
000,000  regardless  of  any  increases 
that  may  be  put  into  effect. 


Appoint  Dick  Dickson 
FWC  Division  Manager 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Appointment  of  Dick 
Dickson  as  division  manager  of  FWC 
Theaters  in  Southern  California  has 
been  made  by  Charles  P.  Skouras, 
president  of  National  Theaters.  As 
a  result  of  the  promotion,  George 
Bowser,  FWC  general  manager,  will 
be  able  to  devote  his  time  more  ex- 
tensively to  the  many  management 
and  film  problems  arising  out  of  the 
decree  in  the  New  York  equity  suit. 

Dickson's  duties  in  the  purchasing 
and  maintenance  department  will  be 
assumed  by  R.  H.  McCullough,  in 
addition  to  the  responsibilities  he 
has  with  National  Theaters  as  di- 
rector of  television  and  prefashioned 
theaters. 


*  Reviews  or  short  subjects  : 


"Be  Your  Age" 

Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Co. 

11  Mins. 
Well  Presented 

Produced  by  the  American  Heart 
Association  in  conjunction  with 
American  Heart  Week,  this  film  pre- 
sents an  intelligent  attitude  towards 
heart  diseases.  Working  on  the  the- 
ory that  most  Americans  have  some 
impairment,  it  tries  to  explain  how 
four  million  imperfect  heart  bearers 
lead  perfectly  normal  lives,  merely 
by  doing  everything  in  moderation. 
An  interesting  problem  well  pre- 
sented. 


"Do  or  Diet" 

RKO  18  Mins. 

It's  Noisy 

After  much  deliberation  and  slap- 
ping of  the  head,  Edgar  Kennedy  de- 
cides not  to  tell  his  family  about  a 
raise  in  salary  and  vacation.  They 
think  he  has  lost  his  job  because  he 
is  overweight.  Exercise  does  him  no 
good  and  he  turns  to  pills.  A  mix-up 
in  bottle  caps  results  in  his  thinking 
he  has  taken  poison.  A  doctor's 
check-up  finds  nothing  wrong.  One 
of  the  noisiest  in  the  series,  it  has  a 
few  good  laughs. 


"One  Meat  Brawl" 

Warners  7  Mins. 

Comin'  Up 

It's  the  day  on  which  the  ground- 
hog is  supposed  to  come  up  and 
Porky  Pig  is  all  set,  with  his  dog 
Mandrake  to  capture  him,  and  add 
him  to  his  collection  of  animals. 
Appealing  to  their  sentimental  na- 
ture, the  groundhog  outwits  Porky 
and  his  dog  and  escapes  annihilation. 
Good  for  laughs. 


"Screen  Snapshots" 

(No.  5— Series  26) 

Columbia  9  Mins. 

Interesting 

Since  movie  columnists  are  read 
by  millions  daily,  the  S.  S.  reporter 
decided  to  put  on  film  some  of  the 
members  of  the  scribe  tribe.  Included 
among  others  are:  Hedda  Hopper, 
Harrison  Carroll,  Jimmie  Fidler, 
Harry  Crocker,  Florabelle  Muir, 
"Feg"  Murray,  Sidney  Skolsky,  Lou- 
ella  Parsons,  Erskine  Johnson, 
George  Fisher  and  Jimmy  Starr. 
Rates  as  interesting. 


"Battle  of  Champs" 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Different 

Five  champions  vie  with  each  other, 
using  their  own  equipment,  in  an 
eighteen  hole  golf  match.  Lou  Novi- 
koff,  leading  batter  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  League,  bats  them  towards  the 
hole,  while  Dick  Miller,  flycaster, 
uses  his  rod  and  reel  to  make  the 
rounds.  Charlie  Stevens,  sling  shot 
expert,  and  Howard  Hill,  archer,  use 
their  skills  to  win.  Johnny  Dawson, 
outstanding  amateur  golfer,  has  a 
big  advantage  playing  on  home 
grounds,  but  Hill  comes  through  to 
win  on  the  eighteenth  hole.  Techni- 
colorful  and  different. 


"Big  Time  Revue" 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Vaudeville's  Back 

Vaudeville  comes  into  its  own  with 
a  flashback  of  what  went  on  in  the 
good  ol'  days.  Impersonations  of 
some  of  the  headliners  are  shown 
briefly,  while  a  few  of  the  lesser 
lights  perform  more  extensively. 
More  of  the  first  would  have  been 
better,  but  it  suffices  with  an  air  of 
nostalgia  tucking  in  the  loose  ends. 


"Campus  Boom" 

RKO  16  Mins. 

Worth-while 

Lots  of  interest  packed  in  this 
footage  about  the  national  college 
crisis.  Inspired  by  the  G.I.  Bill  of 
Rights,  two  million  would-be  colleg- 
ians are  flocking  to  the  more  than 
thirteen  hundred  colleges  and  uni- 
versities throughout  the  nation.  Typ- 
ical of  these  campuses  crowded  with 
temporary  housing  units  is  Syracuse 
University  in  Central  N.  Y.  state. 
Inconvenienced  by  these  housing  and 
classroom  facilities  along  with  a 
shortage  of  teachers,  the  nation's 
youth  is  persistent  in  its  quest  for 
knowledge.  Should  prove  a  worth- 
while and  interesting  piece  on  any 
bill. 


"So  You  Think  You're  a  Nervous 

Wreck" 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Fair 

Joe  McDoakes,  full  of  fears  and 
phobias,  snaps  one  day  under  the 
strain  of  "boss"  fear.  He  visits  a 
psychiatrist  who  gives  him  some 
sleeping  tablets,  under  which  in- 
fluence he  dreanis  he's  a  fearless 
cowboy  and  a  terror  of  the  badlands. 
When  he  awakes  his  fears  are  gone, 
and  he  resolves  not  to  be  pushed 
around  again.  Next  shot  is  of  Joe 
sitting  in  a  plush  office,  the  camera 
trucks  away  and  you  see  it's  the 
inside  of  an  insane  asylum.  A  few 
good  laughs  in  this. 


"Years  of  Freedom" 

Brandon  Films  10  Mins. 

Interesting 

A  nation  reborn  since  the  removal 
of  the  Nazi  yoke,  is  shown  here, 
along  with  what  has  been  accom- 
plished in  her  first  year  of  freedom. 
Free  labor  in  Prague,  the  exodus  of 
Germans  from  Sudetenland,  re-open- 
ing of  universities,  etc.,  has  lifted 
Czech  morale  and  given  a  new  hope 
for  the  future. 

"Brotherhood  of  Man" 

Film  Alliance  of  America       10  Mins. 

Worth  While 

Cartoon  technique  is  employed  in 
an  attempt  to  combat  race  prejudice 
with  imagination  and  wit.  The  hero, 
Henry,  dreams  that  the  post-war 
world  fits  into  his  backyard.  His 
first  thought  is  to  be  friendly,  but 
his  devilish  conscience  interferes  and 
he  draws  back  suspiciously,  as  do  the 
others.  It  explains  most  differences 
as  result  of  historic  development  and 
environment  variations.  Quite  novel. 


"Half-Wit's  Holiday" 

Columbia  l7'/j  Mi 

Slapstick 

Suspecting  the  Three  Stooges 
being  "the  missing  link,"  Profes: 
Quackenbush  bets  his  colleague  tl 
he  can  make  the  boys  into  polisl 
gentlemen  in  sixty  days.  The  P 
spends  tedious  hours  with  the^j 
the  big  night  finally  arrives. ^B 
behave — for  about  sixty  secoWi 
then  start  heaving  pies,  which  tei 
to  disrupt  the  party,  slightly.  Sli 
stick  at  all  times,  its  laugh-getti 
qualities  diminish  towards  the  end 


"A  Message  From  Maynor" 
National  Tuberculosis  Ass'n 

10  Vi  Mi 

Concert    artist,    Dorothy    Mayn 
joins  with  the  Hall  Johnson  Sing' 
to  bring  to  the  screen  a  health  m< 
sage  especially  aimed  at  Negro  au 
ences  throughout  the  country,    ll 
Emerson  Yorke   Studio  has  donejl 
good  job  in  keening  a  note  of  slf 
cerity    throughout.     Selections    rr 
dered    include:    "Brahms    Lullab;. 
"Nobody   Knows    The    Trouble   I 
Seen"  and  "America  the  Beautifu 
This    x-ray    appeal    combined   w 
fine  music  should  score. 


"Diamond  Demon" 
M-G-M  10  Mil 

Batters  Bait 

Pete   Smith  brings  to  the  sere  | 
Johnny  Price  who  combines  gymni  | 
tics  with  baseball  and  comes  up  sm 
ing.   Shortstop  on  the  Oakland  bai 
ball  team,  Price  usually  entertai 
before     his    Pacific    Coast    Leag 
games.    He   throws   two   and  thi 
balls  at  the  same  time,  in  one  or  t1 1 
directions,   with   amazing   accura< 
He  catches  and  pitches  balls  wh 
standing  on  his  head  or  hanging  frc  ' 
a  horizontal  bar,  plus  many  more  u 
usual    tricks.     Different   and    ente 
taining. 

"National  Air  Races" 
U.  S.  Rubber  Co.  21  Mir 

Directed  by  Emerson  Yorke,  th 
film  covers  the  National  Air  Rac 
held  annually  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Tl 
main  race  events  are  interpers* 
with  stunt  demonstrations,  and  tl 
armed  forces  flying  might.  The. 
events  are  pictured  with  both  rei 
ular  and  slow  motion  cameras,  tl 
latter  bringing  into  focus  the  rock 
speed  of  the  jets  as  well  as  gra( 
and  rhythm  of  the  airobatics.  High 
interesting  to  aviation  fans  and  gei 
eral  audience  alike. 


"Let's  Go  Swimming" 
Warners  10  Mi 

Lots  of  Color 

The  Cinecolor  camera  catches  tl 
singing  surf  on  many  of  America 
beaches.  Also  the  pro  swimmin 
instruction  of  Merwin  Daynes,  an 
his  two  chief  claims  to  fame,  tl 
Brown  twins,  who  perform  du; 
swimming  in  exacting  and  difficu 
routines.  Lots  of  color,  water  ar 
leg-art. 
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Kodak  Plans  S-for 
Spli!  of  Its  Common 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

2,500,000  shares  of  authorized  com- 
mon without  par  would  be  increased 
to  20,000,000  shares  at  $10  par  value. 
The  2,488,242  shares  of  common 
now  issued  would  be  split  into  12,- 
441,210  $10  par  shares.  Present 
relative  voting  rights  between  the 
common  and  preferred  shares  would 
be  preserved. 

Directors  emphasized  that  the 
proposed  split  would  not  result  in  a 
stock  dividend  but  is  strictly  a  split- 
up  of  shares  with  each  five  shares 
of  new  stock  having  a  total  book 
value  the  same  as  the  value  of  the 
present  single  shares. 

Split,  by  making  stock  available 
in  smaller  units,  would  reduce  the 
market  value  of  each  unit  and  thus 
make  it  easier  for  more  people  to 
both  buy  and  sell  shares,  and  should 
secure  a  wider  distribution  of  stock, 
the  announcement  stated.  Change 
is  said  to  be  in  line  with  recent  gen- 
eral recommendations  of  the  New 
York  Stock  Exchange. 

Although  Eastman  has  no  pres- 
ent plan  for  additional  financing, 
the  increased  amount  of  authorized 
common  beyond  that  necessary  for 
the  split  would  enable  the  company 
to  issue  and  sell  additional  shares 
if  capital  needs  should  so  require. 

Buying  Service  Files 
Exhib.  Arbitration  Squawk 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

naming  all  of  the  five  majors  with 
the  New  Haven  tribunal.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  first  complaint 
docketed  by  a  buying  agent  on  be- 
half of  an  exhibitor. 

Complaint  claims  that  the  seven- 
day  clearance  given  the  Colonial 
Theater  in  Hartford,  causes  "inde- 
terminable hardships"  and  asks  elim- 
ination of  clearance  on  the  basis  that 
the  two  houses  are  not  in  "direct  or 
indirect  competition." 

Petition  requests  that  releases  be 
made  available  to  Princess  30  days 
after  first-run  Hartford. 


UJEDDinG  BELLS 


Freeman-Eiamond 

Ruth  Freeman,  UA  statistical 
dept.,  and  Irving  Eiamond  are  to  be 
married  March  22  at  'the  Mt.  Nebo 
Temple. 

Linzer-Felix 
Chicago — Richard   Felix,    Oriental 
Theater      publicity      director,      and 
Louise  Linzer  were  married. 


Davis-DeVerter 

Harrisburg,  Pa. — Francis  A.  De- 
Verter,  manager  of  Fabian's  Rio 
Theater,  and  Edith  Barbara  Davis, 
employe  of  the  State  Department  of 
Revenue,  were  married  at  the  First 
Church  of  God  in  Harrisburg. 


SOME  EXHIBS.  BENEFIT  FROM  BIDDING 

Better  Runs  and  Major  Product  Go  to  Indies  in  Spots 
Where  Other  Exhibitors  Formerly  Had  Priority 


St.  Louis — While  exhibitors  in  the 
St.  Louis  territory  are  generally  op- 
posed to  the  bidding  method  of  buy- 
ing pictures,  a  few  sections  of  the 
area  are  licensing  some  pictures  un- 
der the  method  outlined  in  the  N.  Y. 
equity  suit  decision. 

At  Cape  Girardeau,  the  recently 
opened  Esquire  Theater  has  outbid 
its  opposition,  the  Fox  Midwest 
Broadway  and  Orpheum  Theaters, 
for  some  major  pictures.  Latter  gen- 
erally had  first  run  rights  on  the 
Cape. 

In  Rolla,  Mildred  Rauth,  owner  of 
the  Ritz,  has  acquired  some  first- 
run  rights  against  her  opposition, 
the  Rollamo  and  Uptown  Theaters, 
owned  by  R.  E.  Carney.  Miss  Rauth 
sought  more  favorable  runs  in  sev- 
eral actions  filed  before  the  St.  Louis 
tribunal  of  the  Motion  Picture  Arbi- 
tration System. 

In  one  St.  Louis  zone,  three  houses 
have  indicated  a  desire  to  bid  for 
pictures  in  that  situation.  Theaters 
are  'the  Fairy,  operated  by  M.  A. 
Sanowsky;  the  Plymouth,  operated 
by    Helen    A.    McMillan    and    Will 


Hayes,  and  the  Plaza,  recently  re- 
opened by  Clarence  and  Francis 
Kaimann. 


20th-Fox  Accepting  Bids 
In  Minneapolis  Territory 

Minneapolis — Theaters  in  this  ter- 
ritory which  have  requested  the 
right  to  bid  for  product  have  been 
advised  that  such  bids  now  are  be- 
ing received.  M.  A.  Levy,  20th-Fox 
Prairie  district  manager,  said,  in  ex- 
plaining that  films  would  be  sold 
picture-by-picture  and  theater-for- 
theater,  with  the  distributor  being 
obligated  to  accept  the  highest  bids 
"if  such  bid  produces  the  rental 
revenue"  set  up. 

If  no  bid  matches  a  designated 
minimum  flat  rental,  20th-Fox  re- 
serves the  right  to  reject  all  bids, 
Levy  disclosed. 

Pix  Out  for  Bids  in  Cicero 

Chicago — Further  bidding  for  films, 
and  runs  will  be  tried  out  in  Cicero 
by  M-G-M,  RKO  and  other  com- 
panies using  the  bidding  method  of 
selling,  it  is  learned. 


Five,  Perhaps  Six,  from 
SRO  Before  Year's  End 


SRO  will  have  at  least  five  pix  in 
distribution  during  1947.  Two  will 
be  re-issues,  "Intermezzo"  and  "Re- 
becca," and  three  will  be  new  pix, 
embracing  "Duel  in  the  Sun,"  "The 
Paradine  Case."  now  in  its  final 
month  of  production,  and  "Portrait 
of  Jennie,"  now  shooting  in  New 
York.  A  possible  sixth  is  "So  In 
Love,"  which  goes  into  production  in 
early  Summer. 

Planning  a  continuous  production 
schedule,  SRO's  future  program  in- 
cludes "So  In  Love,"  "Tender  Is  The 
Night,"  "Rupert  of  Hentzau,"  "Tess 
of  the  D'Ubervilles,"  "Dark  Medal- 
lion," "The  Scarlet  Lily,"  "Little 
Women,"  "Trent's  Last  Case," 
"Sarah  Bernhardt,"  "Conspiracy," 
"Intimate  Notes"  and  "Benedict  Ar- 
nold." 


Rathvon,  Depinet  Increase 
Common  Stock  Holdings 


N.  Peter  /fRathvon,  prexy  and 
director  of  RKO  Corp.,  increased  his 
common  stock  holdings  to  25,000 
with  purchases  of  20,000  additional 
shares  last  month  according  to  a 
New  York   Stock   Exchange  report. 

Ned  E.  Depinet,  RKO  vice-presi- 
dent and  director,  also  purchased 
20,000  shares,  bringing  his  holdings 
to  26,000. 


Film  Carrier  Raises  Rates 

Chicago  —  The  A.  J.  Allen  film 
truck  service  has  advanced  rates  to 
theaters  West  of  Rockford  to  $15 
weekly,  while  those  East  of  Rock- 
ford  have  a  $14  weekly  rate,  due  to 
shorter  hauling  distances. 


Krim  and  Benjamin  Sail 
Friday  for  Rank  Parleys 

A  series  of  conferences  in  Eng- 
land with  J.  Arthur  Rank  and  his 
top  sales,  distribution  and  produc- 
tion heads  is  scheduled  for  Arthur 
B.  Krim,  president  of  Eagle-Lion. 
Krim  sails  on  the  Queen  Elizabeth 
Friday,  accompanied  by  Robert  S. 
Benjamin,  president  of  the  J.  Arthur 
Rank  Organization  in  this  country. 

During  a  10-day  stay  Krim  will 
participate  in  discussions  with  Rank 
on  the  distribution  interchange  of 
Rank  and  Eagle-Lion  product,  and 
will  meet  with  officials  of  General 
Films  Distributors,  which  will  han- 
dle Eagle-Lion's  Hollywood-made 
films  in  the  British  Isles,  and  with 
officials  of  Eagle-Lion  Distributors, 
scheduled  to  market  the  product  in 
the  rest  of  the  world,  excepting 
North  and  South  America. 

Krim  will  take  with  him  a  print 
of  "Lost  Honeymoon,"  initial  Eagle- 
Lion  film  made  in  Hollywood  to  be 
distributed  abroad,  and  will  view  a 
number  of  Rank  pictures  to  be  dis- 
tributed by  Eagle-Lion  in  the  U.  S. 

On  his  return  Krim  plans  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Coast  studio  for  confer- 
ences with  A.  W.  Schwalberg,  Eagle- 
Lion  vice-president  and  general  sales 
manager,  and  Max  E.  Youngstein, 
director  of  advertising-publicity-ex- 
ploitation. 


Dunkel  Dies  On  Coast 

Iowa  City,  la.— Albert  Dunkel,  62, 
former  owner  of  the  Pastime  The- 
ater at  Iowa  City,  died  in  a  Pasa- 
dena, Calif.,  hospital  after  suffering 
a  heart  attack.  He  had  been  vaca- 
tioning in  California  with  his  wife 
and  sister. 


Sees  Co-op  Jrend 
Spreading  to  Majors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Lewis,    producer   of   "Arch    of   ] 
umph"  and  "The  Other  Love"  for 
terprise,   said  yesterday  at  a  p: 
interview.    Trend,    he   believes, 
eventually  spread  to  the  maw^ 
dios.  Jp 

Commenting  on  productioif^co 
Lewis  said  the  increasing  costs  p 
sented  "a  dangerous  situation."  Hj 
ever,  he  believes  that  as  other  cc» 
adjust  themselves,  production  t 
gets  will  scale  downward.  He  nc 
that  if  there  is  a  sudden  drop  in 
office  returns,  production  costs  m, 
come  down. 

Lewis  is  a  thorough  believer  in 
preview  system  for  testing  films, 
said  that  he  would  rather  show 
uncut  version  and  get  a  public  r£^ 
tion  than  to  use  his  own  judgmeni  f 
a  picture. 

While  in  England  Lewis  will  a 
tempt  to  secure  the  services  of  sc  s 
British  technicians  and  bring  tr.  l 
back  to  Hollywood.  He  indicated  h  l 
regard  for  both  British  pictures  ;  1 
British  technicians. 

In  Lewis'  opinion,  the  MPA  C  I 
Administration  is  "very  reasonat  ' 
and  differences  between  the  Adn  - 
istration  and  producers  are  mer  ? 
questions  of  taste.  He  had 
trouble  with  "Arch  of  Triumph,"  i 
said. 

The  Enterprise  producer  leaves  r 
England  Friday  on  the  Queen  E  - 
abeth. 


Ascap's  Annual  Meeting 
To  Be  Held  on  March  27 


Deems  Taylor,  Ascap  preside  r 
announced  yesterday  that  the  S(  - 
ety's  general  annual  meeting  i  1 
dinner  will  be  held  on  March  27  s 
the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel. 

Annual  reports  of  the  Societ  i 
officers  will  be  given  at  the  gene  t 
membership  meeting  in  the  aft  •* 
noon. 


Grabois  Replaces  Eellman 

Joseph  Grabois  has  been  nan 
Century  Theaters  home  office  m 
ager,  succeeding  Norbert  K< 
man,   resigned. 


STORK  REPORT! 


Louis  Friedman,  production  m; 
ager  of  Kayton-Spiero  Co.,  Inc.,  ; 
vertising  agency,  became  the  fatl 
of  a  6-pound,  11-oz.  boy  yesterd 
at  the  Bronx  Hospital. 

Indianapolis  —  John  O.  Serva 
general  manager,  S  &  S  Theate 
is  the  father  of  a  baby  girl  born  in  t 
Methodist  Hospital  here.  Baby  r 
been  named  Sandra  Jean. 

Louisville,  Ky — Vance  Schwar 
manager  of  the  National  Theat 
announces  the  birth  of  a  baby  gi 
at  the  Norton  Infirmary  here. 


f    WM'J  ibW     U.    1. 
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inDUSTRV  TO  BflTTL€  P€UI6V  TBH  PROPOSALS 

Distribs.,  individuals  Wary  of  Decree  Provisos 


Home  Office  Memos  Warn 
.That  Decision  Language 
Also  Includes  Employes 

Chicago — Importance  of  full  com- 
pliance with  provisions  of  the  decree 
*  n  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  is  being 
i:pointed  up  in  top  priority  communi- 
I  nations  between  home  offices,  and  ex- 
change heads.  Warning  of  possible 
]: contempt  of  court  proceedings,  notes 
£  emphasize  that  not  only  the  def  end- 
;[int  companies  but  individuals  work- 
ing for  the  companies  are  enjoined 
,  :rom  some  actions. 

Language  of  the  decree  is  quoted 
as  follows:  "Each  of  the  defendant- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Schwartz  Confirms 
Kelly's  UA  Return 


Arthur  W.  Kelly,  president  of 
leneral  Motion  Picture  Co.,  who  re- 
urned  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth 
resterday  from  a  European  trip  that 
ook  him  to  England,  Italy  and 
France,  will  return  to  UA  shortly 
is  a  vice-president  and  in  an  execu- 
ive  capacity,  it  was  confirmed  by 
Charles  Schwartz,  a  member  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


MO  in  Package  Deal 

With  Hal  Wallis  Prods. 



West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Under  a  package  deal 

Announced  yesterday  by.  D  ore  Schary, 

tKO  production  chief,  and  Hal  Wal- 

|is,  RKO  has  secured  from  Hal  Wal- 

s   Productions    at   Paramount,    the 

creen  rights  to  "The  White  Swamp," 

ogether    with    Lizabeth    Scott    and 

Burt  Lancaster   as   co-stars,  Byron 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


D  of  J's  Still  Busy 
With  That  CR  Probe 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Confidential  Re- 
ports still  is  under  "active  investi- 
gation" by  the  Department  of  Jus- 
\  tice,  Government  spokesmen  said 
yesterday,  adding  that  no  decision 
on  whether  to  instigate  anti-trust 
action  had  as  yet  been  reached. 


NO  STAY  BID  FROM  JUSTICE  DEPT. 

Government  Anticipates  Defendant  Appeals  Which 
Must  be  Filed  by  First  of  Next  Month 


Washington  bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  plans  no  such  move  itself,  but 
is  anticipating  that  one  or  more  of 
the  defendant  companies  will  petition 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  for  a  stay 
of  execution  on  the  New  York  judg- 
ment, it  was  learned  here  yesterday. 

Unless  such  an  appeal  is  forthcom- 
ing from  some  party  to  the  case,  the 
auction-selling  and  other  provisions 
of  the  judgment  will  become  law 
July  1. 

A  petition  for  stay  of  execution 


may  be  received  until  April  1,  and  it 
is  likely  that  a  single  member  of  the 
Court  would  act  upon  it. 

While  it  is  not  likely  that  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  would  oppose 
such  a  move,  a  Department  spokes- 
man yesterday  refused  to  say  what 
the  Government  position  would  be. 
He  said  that  the  Department  will 
decide  what  to  do  if  a  petition  is  put 
before  the  court — at  which  time  he 
believes  the  court  would  seek  some 
expression  from  the  Department. 


ABC  Will  Broadcast 
Full  "Oscar"  Show 


Academy  Awards  presentation  in 
the  Shrine  Auditorium,  Hollywood, 
a  week  from  tonight  will  be  broad- 
cast in  its  entirety  for  the  first  time 
over  the  American  Broadcasting  Co. 
net,  with  the  program  hitting  the  air 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Jenkins  Funeral  Rites 
In  Montclair  Tomorrow 


Funeral  services  for  Felix  A.  Jen- 
kins, 20th-Fox  executive  who  died 
after  a  long  illness  Tuesday,  will  be 
held  tomorrow  at  St.  Luke's  Epis- 
copal Church,  South  Fullerton  Ave., 
corner  of  Union  St.,  Montclair,  N.  J., 
at  3:30  p.m.  It  is  requested  that 
flowers  be  omitted. 


Mason  Serves  Rose 
In  Counter  Action 


James  Mason,  British  star,  through 
his  attorneys,  Schwartz  and  Froh- 
lich,  yesterday  slapped  a  summons 
and  complaint  on  Producer  David 
Rose  when  the  latter  returned  aboard 
the  liner  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth  from 
a  quick  trip  to  London. 

By  way  of  a  counter  thrust  to 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Launder  to  Probe  Midwest 
Coolness  to  British  Films 


Though  he  expects  to  spend  a 
fortnight  or  so  in  Hollywood,  Frank 
Launder  of  the  Rank-affiliated  pro- 
ducing team,  Launder  &  Gilliat,  ar- 
riving yesterday  on  the  liner  Queen 
Elizabeth,  told  the  press  that  he 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


No  Cut  in  British  Imports 

Loan  Seen  Sustaining  Exchange  Thru  '49 


Repub.,  Ch.  Feldman  Tie 
Deal;  "Red  Pony"  First  Pic 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Republic  has  closed 

a    deal    with    Charles    K.    Feldman 

Group  Productions,  embodying  story 

properties   and   stars.     Lewis    Mile- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Barring  the  collapse 
of  Great  Britain's  economy,  there  is 
"little  chance"  that  England  will  cut 
imports  of  American  pictures  in  the 
near  future,  top  trade  and  Govern- 
ment officials  predicted  yesterday. 

The  authoritative  statements  were 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Governor's  Program  Calls 
For  County  Ticket  Taxes, 
Plus  Imposts  in  6  Cities 


Like  a  fighter  resolute  if 
groggy  from  the  old  one-two 
routine,  the  state's  film  indus- 
try was  rallying  last  night  to  wage 
a  knockdown,  dragout  battle  against 
Governor  Dewey's  proposals  for  the 
enactment  of  measures  paving  the 
way  for  admission  levies  in  New 
York's  62  counties  and,  additionally, 
in  six  of  its  largest  cities — New  York, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


No  Sharp  Drop  in 
Theater  Attendance 


Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Contrary  to  popular 
impression,  there  has  been  no  sharp 
nation-wide  drop  in  theater  attend- 
ance, authoritative  industry  sources 
said  here  yesterday. 

Neither,  these  same  sources  say, 
has  there  been  the  heavy  increase  in 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


AMPP  Research  Project  to 
Seek  Ways  to  Trim  Costs 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  A  technological  re- 
search   program    to    find    means    to 
trim  production  costs  will  be  insti- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Detroit  Joker  Mails 
Phony  Theater  Passes 

Detroit  —  Police  assistance  in 
tracking  down  the  perpetrator  of  a 
new-type  practical  joke  has  been 
sought  by  United  Detroit  Theaters. 
Unidentified  prankster  has  been 
telephoning  victims  to  announce  that 
they  have  wen  a  theater  ticket  prize 
on  a  radio  telephone  show.  Phone 
calls  are  apparently  confirmed  when 
printed  passes  to  the  theater  named 
are  received  a  day  or  two  later. 
Presentation  at  the  box  office  proved 
they  were  phonies,  and  admission 
was  refused.  UDT  has  turned  over 
some  of  the  passes  to  the  p:lice  in 
hopes  that  the  joker  can  be  tracked 
down. 
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CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gunnar  Ruud,  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30. g.  HONOLULU— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Airi  Andrade,  Mexico  City 
Herald,  Colon  14,  D.  F.  MONTREAL— Ray 
Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER— Tack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.;  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher, 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone, 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— Jean  Pierre  Meys, 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW— Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN— John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  AMSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME — 
John  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVTV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojansky,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

High  Low  Close 

Am.   Seat 20Vi  203/8  20V2 

Bell  8,  Howell 20'/2  20V2  2fty2 

Columbia   Picts 20  20  20 

East.    Kodak    2443,4  241l/2  243 Vi 

Gen.   Prec.    Eq 23V2  23  23V2 

Loew's,  Inc U%  24  24V2 

Paramount     28  27V2  27% 

RKO      15  14%  15 

Republic  Pict 8%  8  8% 

Republic   Pict.   pfd...    14%  14%  14% 

20th  Century-Fox  ...   35  343/8  35 

Universal  Pict 26%  2534  253,4 

Universal  Pict.  pfd...   90%  90%  90% 

Warner    Bros 163,4  16%  16% 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram   Picts.    . . .     4%       4%       4% 

RKO      4%       43/8       4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3 

Technicolor     16         16         16 

Trans-Lux    43/8       43/8       43/8 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor     4% 

Pathe      6% 


Net 

Chg. 

_"% 

—  % 

—  3 

+     % 

+  3/8 

+  % 

+  % 

+  % 

—  % 
+  % 


+       % 


Asked 
5% 
7% 


Williams  With  ChL's  D  of  J 

Chicago  —  Melville  Williams  was 
named  director  of  Chicago's  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  anti-trust  division. 


Chicago  Financiers  Back 
Marshall  Grant  Pictures 


Chicago  —  List  of  Chicagoans  as- 
sociated with  Marshall  Grant  Pic- 
tures, new  independent  producing 
company,  includes  David  N.  Golden- 
son,  head  of  Briggs  &  Turvis,  steel 
brokers;  Louis  B.  Kuppenheimer, 
capitalist;  Maxwell  Abbell,  head  of 
a  syndicate  owning  office  and  hotel 
buildings;  David  Saul  Kalfter,  archi- 
tect and  hotel  owner  and  Peter  Toro- 
sian,  manufacturer. 

Also,  A.  Ronald  Button,  Los  An- 
geles attorney;  Harry  Hoffman,  head 
of  J.  S.  Hoffman  Co.;  Henry  Hart, 
of  Hart,  Schaffner  &  Marx;  Maurice 
Horner,  Jr.,  retired  head  of  Durand- 
McNeil;  David  M.  Saltiel,  certified 
public  accountant;  Lee  Heisman, 
head  of  Heisman  &  Co.,  and  Richard 
Rosenwald,  financier. 

Board  chairman  is  William  D.  Sal- 
tiel, lawyer  and  former  Chicago  city 
attorney.  Button  is  secretary  of  the 
company,  while  Grant  is  president, 
and  Charles  Haas  is  vice-president. 
Ben  Hirsch  is  production  manager. 

Appraised  assets  of  the  company 
are  in  excess  of  $1,000,000,  according 
to  an  announcement. 


Permit  Joint  Creditors 
Plan  for  Film,  Tele  Cos. 


Federal  Court  referee  Irwin  Kurtz 
yesterday  signed  an  order  to  have 
Film-Tel,  Inc.,  and  International  The- 
atrical and  Television  Corp.  consoli- 
date their  petition  permitting  them 
to  offer  a  joint  amended  plan  of  ar- 
rangement to  their  respective  cred- 
itors. 

_  Both  companies  last  year  filed  peti- 
tions for  an  arrangement  under 
Chapter  11  of  the  Bankruptcy  Act. 
Unsecured  creditors  will  receive  32% 
per  cent  of  the  amount  of  debt; 
22%  per  cent  in  cash  upon  confirma- 
tion of  the  amended  plan,  and  10  per 
cent  payable  after  one  year.  Secured 
creditors  are  not  affected  by  the 
amended  proposal  and  are  expected 
to  be  paid  shortly. 

Alexander  Jutkovitz,  RKO 
Partner  in  Rockaway,  Dead 

Funeral  services  for  Alexander 
Jutkovitz,  55,  will  be  held  in  the 
Jewish  Center,  Far  Rockaway,  at 
noon  today.  Jutkovitz,  who,  with  his 
brother  Isadore,  was  a  partner  with 
RKO  in  the  operation  of  the  Strand 
and  Columbia  Theaters,  died  Tues- 
day night. 

The  Jutkovitz  brothers  also  oper- 
ate the  Park,  at  Rockaway  Park. 
Survivors,  in  addition  to  his  brother, 
include  his  wife,  Rose,  mother, 
Fanny,  and  three  children,  Serena, 
Elliott  and  Howard. 


Name  Lindstrom  Chairman 
Of  Capital  Film  Council 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Chester  A.  Lind- 
strom, Department  of  Agriculture 
picture  chief,  yesterday  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Washington  Film 
Council.  He  succeeds  William  Wells, 
head  of  UNRRA's  motion  picture 
division.  Elected  vice-chairman  of 
the  Council  were  Walter  Evans,  Navy 
Dept.,  and  W.  Gayle  Starns,  Library 
of  Congress. 

Members  of  the  executive  commit- 
tee elected  were  Herbert  Edwards, 
Wells,  Lilias  Savage,  Capt.  John 
Bradley  and  Floyd  Brooker.  Mrs. 
Marian  Jarnagin  was  elected  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


U-Schaefer  Deal  on  Shorts, 
Features  to  Be  Inked  Soon 


Deal  between  George  G.  Schaefer 
and  Universal  for  the  purchase  of 
about  300  features  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  short  subjects  made 
by  Universal  prior  to  1938  is  ex- 
pected to  be  consummated   shortly. 

Purchase  price  is  rumored  at  about 
$1,500,000  and  pix  will  be  re-issued 
by  a  new  company  which  will  be  set 
un  by  Schaefer,  Jr. 


Donahue  &  Coe  to  Open 
New  Hollywood  Office 

Donahue  &  Coe  will  open  an  office 
in  Hollywood  to  service  the  agency's 
Enterprise  and  M-G-M  accounts.  An- 
nouncement was  made  following  the 
return  from  Hollywood  of  agency 
representatives  who  discussed  the 
$1,000,000  ad  budget  set  for  Enter- 
prise's "Arch  of  Triumph." 


To  Appeal  Jackson  Park  Ruling 

Chicago  —  Appeals  from  Judge 
Michael  Igoe's  ruling  in  the  Jackson 
Park  Theater  clearance  case  will  be 
filed  by  film  company  attorneys  by 
March  13,  in  time  for  the  April  term 
of  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals.  Judge 
Igoe  ruled  against  the  companies 
throwing  the  Chicago  clearance  sys- 
tem wide  open. 


WANTED 
Production  Job  For  Talented  Vet.  Com- 
petent photographer,  seven  years  com- 
mercial experience,  thorough  knowledge 
16  and  35  mm.  camera  work,  assist 
editing  and  directing,   reasonable  salary. 

BOX  125,     THE  FILM  DAILY 
1501    BROADWAY,         N.   Y.   18,    N.  Y. 
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Rockefeller  Center 
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"THE  SEA  OF  GRAS?" pf 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 
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DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 
THARA  -  WALTER  SLEZAK 
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A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 
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KATHERINE   DUNHAM  .  ERNESTO   LECUONA 

ED    SULLIVAN    •   SID    CAESAR 
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He   was    made   for  Action! 

She  was  made  for  Love! 

JOHN  GAIL 

WAYNE        RUSSELL 
"ANGEL™*  «*BADMAN" 

with 

HARRY   CAREY      •       BRUCE    CABOT 

IRENE  RICH      •      LEE  DIXON 

A  JOHN  WAYNE  Production 

A  Republic  Picture 
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A  SEA  OF  PEOPLE  FOR 
THE  SEA  OF  GRASS ! 


It  is  the  third  M-G-M  Hit  in 
succession  to  pack  the 
Music  Hall!  First  "Till  The 
Clouds  Roll  By",  next 
*"The  Yearling"  and  now 
"The  Sea  of  Grass." 
The  Biggest  for  the 
Biggest  Theatre  in 
the  world! 


*  "YEARLING"  PRESS-TIME  FLASH!  i„  *  first  en- 

gagement  following  its  Los  Angeles  Premiere  and  its  New  York 
Music  Hall  run  it  set  an  all-time  M-G-M  record  for  the  initial 
week  at  the  State-Lake  Theatre,  Chicago.     Just  the  beginning! 
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No  Sharp  Drop  in 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

prices  reported  in  many  quarters. 
They  point  out,  too,  that  a  consider- 
able portion  of  what  price  increases 
there  have  been  have  gone  to  the 
Federal  Government  in  the  form  of 
higher  admissions  taxes. 

"Up  to  now,"  an  MPAA  spokesman 
said,  "there  has  been  no  sharp  gen- 
eral falling  off  in  theater  attend- 
ance. There  is,  however,  a  very  real 
fear  among  many  exhibitors  that 
business  will  decrease.  There  is,  too, 
a  widespread  fear  that  state  and 
city  taxes  will  be  added  to  the  high 
Federal  taxes,  thus  leadine  to  higher 
prices  in  many  instances." 

Figures  show  that  average  price 
paid  last  year  was  about  41  cents, 
compared  to  about  37  cents  in  1945. 
This  price,  however,  represents  the 
average  paid,  rather  than  the  aver- 
age theater  admission  price.  In 
other  words,  it  might  represent  a 
higher  attendance  at  low  priced 
matinees  instead  of  higher  priced 
night  shows.  It  was  estimated  that 
average  theater  admission  prices 
throughout  the  country  increased 
about  10  per  cent  last  year  over 
1945.  Of  the  average  price  paid 
last  year  of  41  cents,  about  seven 
cents  represented  Federal  taxes. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  the  sharp 
price  increases  went  into  effect  in 
some  major  theaters  on  Broadway. 
This  tended  to  focus  public  attention 
on  price  increases. 
•  "Although  there  is  no  question 
that  some  large  houses  increased 
their  prices,"  one  industry  source 
said,  "there  is  also  little  doubt  that 
many  theaters  went  through  all  the 
war  years  with  little  or  no  price 
jumps. 

"One  axiom  to  remember  is  that 
prices  do  not  go  up  when  attend- 
ance is  going  down." 

Most  sources  agreed  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  future  of  the 
industry,  including  the  price  struc- 
tures of  theaters  depends  to  a  great 
extent  on  the  Supreme  Court  decision 
in  the  New  York  equity  suit. 


SICK  LIST 


IRA  H.  COHN,  UA  Pittsburgh  branch 
manager,  who  was  taken  seriously  ill  dur- 
ing the  regional  convention  and  was  taken 
to  Shadyside  Hospital,  is  reported  improv- 
ing, but  will  be  confined  to  the  hospital 
for  at  least  10  days. 

GUY  CRAIG,  manager,  Columbia  branch, 
Indianapolis,  is  confined  at  home  with  a 
severe  cold  and  throat  infection. 

MARY  E.  BARRY,  of  the  Warner  office 
staff,  Indianapolis,  is  recuperating  at  the 
Methcdist  Hospital  after  an  appendectomy. 

TED  EMERSON,  manager  of  the  Orpheum 
Theater,  Omaha,  who  has  been  seriously 
ill,  is  recuperating  in  Texas  and  will  re- 
turn to  work  soon. 

ALICE  GORHAM,  exploiteer  for  United 
Detroit  Theaters,  sprained  her  left  wrist  in 
a  fall  on  the  ice. 


HOLLYWOOD 

************* 

^^=^==  By  RALPH  WILK  =^=== 


HOLLYWOOD 

•  •  •  LLOYD  BACON  has  launched  into  preparation  for  di- 
recting "Nightmare  Alley,"  the  picture  based  on  the  best-selling  novel 
by  William  Lindsay  Gresham,  which  Bacon  will  direct  as  a  George 
Jessel  Production  at  20th  Century-Fox,  and  meanwhile  is  holding  in 
abeyance  his  own  well-developed  plans  lor  shooting  "The  Glittering 
Hill,"  romance  of  Butte,  Mont.,  as  an  independent  venture  in  associ- 
ation with  Sam  Jaifee Bacon  postponed  "The  Glittering  Hill"  until 

later  under  the  terms  of  his  studio  contract  at  20th-Fox  which  permits 

his  making  one  outsider  per  year Reason  for  the  delay  was  that 

it  proved  next  to  impossible  to  arrange  a  shooting  schedule  for  the 
independent  which  could  accommodate  the  actors  and  actresses  desired 

because    the    players    were    already    involved    in    commitments 

However,  Jaf.'ee  says  it  is  all  straightened  out  now  and  that  top- 
notch  p'.ayers  are  arranging  their  schedules  so  that  they  will  be 
available  when  Producer-Director  Bacon  is  ready  to  roll Mean- 
while, Bacon  has  lined  up  a  number  of  honest-to-goodness  show  people 
and  some  sideshow  freaks  who  will  do  bits  in  the  carnival  sequences  for 
"Nightmare  Alley,"  which  is  all  about  a  carney  geek  and  how  he  got 
that  way 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  THOUGH  MANY  talent  hunts  for  unknowns  for  important 
dramatic  roles  have  been  staged  largely  as  a  source  of  publicity  m 
non-trade  papers,  Henry  Koster  is  up  to  his  neck  in  real  search  for  a 
newcomer  right  now  because  he  needs  a  gal  who  is  beautiful  but  has 
never  been  before  a  motion  picture  camera,  to  play  the  role  of  Kitty, 
in  Wil'.iam  Saroyan's  play  "The  Time  Of  Your  Life,"  which  Koster  will 

direct  for  Cagney  Productions,  Inc Koster  is  convinced  that  the  role 

is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  can  best  and  most  dramatically  be  presented 

by  a  completely  new  screen  face The  director  has  covered  every 

amateur  performance  around  these  parts  but  with  no  luck 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  JOHN  FARROW  is  busy  right  now  interviewing  players 
for   bits   and   supporting  roles   in   "The   Big    Clock,"  Richard   Maibaum 

Production   which  he  will  direct  for  Paramount Ray  Milland  and 

Charles  Laughton  head  the  cast The  lot  apparently  likes  the  Far- 

row-Milland  combination,  for  they  have  worked  together  several  times. 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  LEO  McCAREY  is  going  to  be  a  very  busy  gentleman  this 
year,  as  he  has  already  tabbed  three  high-budget  pictures  for  his 
personal  production  schedule  for  Rainbow,  and  in  addition  he  will  di- 
rect one  of  them  and  is  now  helping  write  two  of  them He  -will 

both  produce  and  direct  "Adam  And  Eve,"  his  original  idea  of  the 
Biblical  story,  and  right  now  McCarey  and  Prize-Winning  Novelist  Sin- 
clair Lewis  are  writing  the  treatment  and  screenplay In  addition, 

the  producer-director-writer  will  produce  "Good  Sam"  and  a  third  pro- 
duction based  on  a  best-selling  novel  for  which  a  deal  for  screen  rights 

is  just  about  closed Norman  McLeod,  veteran   megger,  has  been 

assigned  to  direct  "Good  Sam."  and  another  top-notcher  will  be  con- 
tracted for  the  third  Rainbow  Production "Good  Sam,"  by  the  way, 

is  being  written  by  John  Klorer  and  Ken  Englund  from  an  original  idea 
by,  guess  who!   Right:   McCarey 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  MOST  PECULIAR  title  situation  of  the  month  has  Producer- 
Director  Fritz  Lang  puzzled  and  not  a  little  worried It's  because  a 

scene  in  a  current  release  is  being  greeted  by  yells  from  the  audience 
of  "Open  the  door,  Richard!",  and  Lang  is  now  ready  to  launch  "The 
Secret   Of   The   Open  Door,"  which   he   will  produce   and   direct    as   a 

Diana  Production  for  Universal-International He  is  afraid  that  if  that 

song  and  that  "Richard"  gag  is  still  around  when  his  picture  gets 
into  release,  the  self-appointed  comedians  in  the  audience  will  kibitz 
the  big  pay-off  scene  where  the  audience  learns  for  the  first  time  what 
is  going  on  back  of  that  door  in  the  title 


Mason  Serves  Rose 
In  Counter  Action 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Rose's   complaint  against  Mason 
California,   Mason's   action   'y  j\   d 
mand    for   a    declaratory    j\e '  ^'\%r. 
which  is  a  definition  of  legal  righ 
of  parties  to  one  another. 

Whole  to-do  is  based  on  a  lette 
dated  June  5,  1946,  which  Rose  wro 
to  Mason  while  they  were  both  i 
England.    Rose  contends  letter  is 
contract;  Mason  says  no. 

Rose's  letter  covered  these  point 
1)  formation  of  American  film  pr 
duction    company    starring    Maso 
with  shares  divided  equally  betweo 
Mason  and  Rose;  2)  Rose  to  make  i 
financial  arrangements  and  to  ma 
age  the  company;  3)   Mason  to  ai 
prove  story,  script,  director  and  ca 
of  each  picture;  4)  Commencing  n 
later   than    60    days    after   Mason 
arrival   in    California,   the    compai 
would  pay  Mason  a  salary  of  $2,0<  | 
a  week,  and  Rose  a  salary  of  $l,0i . 
a  week;  5)  Mason  would  have  a  fr 
year    contract    to   make    two    pix 
year,   with   the   right   to   work  f 
other  producers. 

Letter,  which  Schwartz  and  Fro 
lich  refer  to   as   Exhibit  "A,"   do 
not  constitute  a  contract,  asserts  t' 
plaintiff.   And  even  if  it  were  a  co  \ 
tract,    Mason's    attorneys   point   o 
that  Rose  abrogated  it  by  acting 
a  broker  and  by  making  a  side  de  I 
with  Paramount. 

In  his  complaint,  Mason  also  a  | 
serts  that  after  June  5,  1946,  Ro  I 
refused  to  participate  in  drafting 
final   contract  which  would  emboi 
terms  and  conditions  not  yet  agre  \ 
upon  between  both  parties. 

Complaint  further  states  th'J 
Rose's  public  claims  to  Mason's  ser  I 
ices  have  interfered  with  lattei  I 
opportunities  to  make  a  living  as  :  I 
actor,  or  to  enter  into  any  other  neg  < 
tiations  concerning  stage  or  scree  e 

No  secret  was  made  of  the  fa  I 
that  deal  which  Rose  arranged  wi  I 
Paramount  for  Mason  was  rath  I 
flattering.  Actor  would  have  receiv  I 
$100,000  per  picture  as  an  advan  I 
against  25  per  cent  of  profits  aft  I 
double  recoupment  of  products  I 
costs. 

Rose's  California  complaint  as  I 
either  for  $1,760,000  in  damages  orA 
declaratory  judgment. 

Rose,  unperturbed  by  the  servi<  I 
said  certain  deals  were  still  penj 
ing.  He  admitted  he  had  conferr  I 
with  J.  Arthur  Rank  four  or  fi  I 
times,  but  said  he  could  make  > 
announcement  at  this  time. 
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Likelihood  of  Cut 
British  Imports 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

:i  answer  to  numerous  reports  that 

British  government,   because  of 

criflHl  financial    situation,    con- 

;  lplates    spending    substantially 

/er    dollars    on    American    films. 

jat  Britain  last  year  paid  out  ap- 
|iixi-mately  $72,000,000  for  Amerj 
i  n  motion  pictures. 

!tate  Department  and  trade 
|i  iirces    gave    several    reasons    for 

ir  considered  belief  that  England 
till  not  cut  her  imports  of  Araer- 
pjn  films  for  at  least  many  months 
Income.  Under  terms  of  the  British 
in  agreement,  it  is  believed  that 
j£igland  could  not  introduce  any  im- 
m  restrictions.  This,  however, 
tf'uld   not  preclude,   of  course,   in- 

nal  restrictions  in  the  form  of  ex- 
•litors'  quotas. 

pi  addition,  under  the  present 
tee  structure  in  the  United  States, 

s  estimated  that  the  British  loan 

i  sustain  England  through  1949. 
i  orices  go  down  in  this  country,  the 

iii  will  last  even  longer. 

More  Screen  Time  For  Brit. 
3!)n  the  matter   of  availability  of 
Jjlar  exchange  for   such  items   as 
Das,   it  was   pointed   out  that  the 
'i.tish  have  been  assured  that  more 

ke  will  be  given  to  the  playing  of 

tish  pictures  in  this  country. 

VIPAA   President   Eric    A.   John- 

n   has    stated    that   British   films 

y  gross  about  $30,000,000  in  this 

intry  this  year.  This  is  an  indica- 

n  that  British  films  will  be  given 
're  first-run  playing  time  in   the 

ited  States.  Showing  of  more  Brit- 
pix  in  this  country  will  mean  less 
K  drain   on    Great    Britain's    dollar 
ltd,  experts  point  out. 

Commenting  on  the  possibility 
Jt t  the  British  Government  may 
Uke  at  American  pix  by  increasing 
.otas,  Government  spokesmen 
,nted  out  that  the  present  film  act 
pres  in  March  of  next  year.   The 

.tish  government  has  stated  that 

!;.  should  have  a  bill  ready  by  the 

;ll  of  1947.  Discussions  on  the  new 

will  get  under  way  in  Parliament 

s  Fall.   Johnston  will  be  in  Eng- 

i 


Loew's-20th°Fox  Said 
Adding  to  Music  Buys 

Joint  ownership  in  Robbins  Music 
Corp.  is  not  the  end  of  the  Loew's- 
20th-Fox  plans  in  the  music  field,  it 
is  learned.  Companies  are  said  to  be 
negotiating  to  acquire  the  Bregman 
Vocco  &  Conn  firm,  and  the  catalogs 
of  the  late  Harry  Von  Tilzer  and  his 
brothers,  Will  and  Jules  Von  Til- 
zer's  Broadway  Music  Corp.  Com- 
bination which  might  become  the 
largest  single  grcup  of  film  company 
music  holdings,  is  thought  to  be 
rivaled  today  only  by  the  Warner 
firms,  including  Harms,  Remick,  and 
Witmark. 


commG  Mb  Gome 


DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  is  in  New  York  from 
the   Coast  for  an   indefinite   stay. 

LIGE  BRIEN,  E-L  rep.,  returned  from  Pitts- 
burgh where  he  attended  the  prccming  of 
"It's   A  Joke,   Son." 

GABRIEL  PASCAL  is  returning  to  England 
where  he  will  confab  with  Bernard  Shaw  re- 
garding "Devil's  Disciple,"  first  play  to  be 
filmed  under  arrangements  with  Artists  Al- 
liance,  Pickford-Cowan   company. 

WILLIAM  DOZIER,  U-l  vee-pee,  and  actress- 
wife,  JOAN  FONTAINE,  wing  back  to  Hollywood 
affer    two-week   vacation    in    the    Caribbean. 

BURGESS  MEREDITH  and  wife  PAULETTE 
GODDARD  sail  tomorrow  on  the  liner  Queen 
Elizabeth  for  Korda  assignments.  Sailing  with 
them  is  CONSTANCE  COLLIER  who  will  ap- 
pear with  Miss  Goddard  in  "An  Ideal  Husband." 
Meredith  will   star   in  "Mine  Own   Executioner." 

GLYNIS  JOHNS,  actress,  returns  to  England 
aboard    the    liner   Queen    Elizabeth    tomorrow. 

LEONARD  GOLDENSON,  vice  -  president  in 
charge  of  Paramount  Theater  operations,  and 
EDWARD  L.  HYMAN,  vice-president  of  Para- 
mount Theaters  Service  Corp.  left  by  plane 
yesterday  for  Los  Angeles  and  the  San  Fran- 
cisco pool  dissolution  conferences.  Pair  will 
visit  Phoenix  and  Tucson,  Ariz,  at  the  week- 
end, returning  to  Los  Angeles  Monday,  and 
proceeding   to  San   Francisco  the   next  day. 

S.  BARRET  McCORMICK,  RKO's  ad-pub  chief, 
has  postponed  his  N.  Y.  return  from  Hollywood 
until  Monday. 

BERNARD  R.  GOODMAN,  supervisor  of  ex- 
changes for  Warners,  and  HERMAN  GOLD- 
BERG, purchasing  agent  and  supervisor  of  main- 
tenance, leave  New  York  on  Monday  for  Char- 
lotte   and    Atlanta. 


Launder  to  Probe  Midwest 
Cooliness  to  British  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

looked  forward  with  even  greater 
anticipation  to  a  stay  in  the  Middle 
West. 

Launder  wants  to  find  out  the 
temper  of  the  mid-Westerners  and 
why  they  are  not  so  well-disposed  as 
other  Americans  to  British  pictures. 
But  before  he  heads  for  L.  A.  and 
other  points,  Launder  will  attend  the 
March  14  preeming  in  Boston  of 
"The  Adventuress,"  which  he  and 
his  partner  produced  for  E-L  release 
in  America. 

Of  his  production  schedule,  Laun- 
der reported  that  he  had  just  com- 
pleted shooting  on  "Captain  Boy- 
cott." In  about  two  months  when  he 
returns  to  England,  Launder  expects 
to  get  started  on  "London  Belongs  to 
Me,"  which  has  been  re-titled  for 
U.  S.  fans  as  "Dulcimer  Street." 
Preparations  are  also  under  way  for 
"Blue  Lagoon,"  South  Sea  Island 
story  in  Technicolor  budgeted  at 
$1,400,000. 


land  during  these  discussions. 
Geneva  Talks  May  Aid  U.  K. 

State  Department  officials  also 
stressed  the  importance  of  the  trade 
conferences  which  start  in  Geneva 
next  month.  Additional  British  ex- 
change may  be  made  available 
through  the  lowering  of  some  re- 
strictions against  British  products 
in  various  parts  of  the  world. 

Other  possible  ways  the  British 
could  decrease  the  drain  on  their  ex- 
change would  be  to  reduce  theater 
admission  prices  or  cut  down  on  the 
number  of  films  shown  in  theaters. 
There  is  doubt,  however,  that  there 
are  enough  British  pictures  to  fill 
the  gap. 


GLEN    ALLVINE,    executive    secretary    of  the 

Eastern    PIC,   who    is    now    in   Charlotte,    N.  C, 

will   visit  Atlanta   and    New    Orleans   before  re- 
turning  to  New  York. 

GLENN  IRETON,  Warners'  field  public  rela- 
tions rep.  for  Canada,  returns  to  Toronto  to- 
day from   New  York. 

JACK  H.  LEVIN,  vice-president,  general  man- 
ager of  Confidential  Reports,  has  returned  to 
New   York  from   Chicago. 

FRED  ASTAIRE  arrived  from  Hollywood  yes- 
terday. 

CHARLES  BOYER  is  due  from  the  Coast  on 
Monday. 

CAROL   REED   has    returned   to   Hollywood. 

DAVID  LOEW,  president  of  Loew-Lewin,  ar- 
rived  from   the   Coast   yesterday. 

RICHARD  GREENE  has  returned  to  Hollywood. 

MARVIN  SCHENCK,  Eastern  studio  represen- 
tative for  Metro,  returns  Monday  from  a  vaca- 
tion  in   Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

BRIAN  AHERNE  returns  to  New  York  from 
Hollywood  March  14,  to  revive  his  Robert 
Browning  role  in  the  "Barretts  of  Wimpole 
Street." 

NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK  is  scheduled  to 
arrive  from  the   Coast  at  the   end  of  the  week. 

C.  J.  F  E  L  D  M  A  N  ,  U-l  Western  division 
sales  manager,  is  vacationing  on  the  West 
Coast  and  is  expected  to  return  to  New  York 
about   Mar.   20. 

BILL  BOYD,  star  of  the  Hopalong  Cassidy 
series,    due    in   from    Hollywood    Friday. 

ELEANOR  ROOSEVELT  left  for  West  Coast 
after  Chicago-speaking  engagement  at  Stevens 
Hotel. 


Distribs.,  Employes  Wary 
Of  Decree  Provisions 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

distributors  .  .  .  and  any  and  all 
individuals  who  act  in  behalf  of  any 
thereof  with  respect  to  the  matters 
enjoined  ...  is  hereby  enjoined." 

Clearance  continues  to  be  a  major 
headache  as  distributors  formulate 
new  selling  plans.  With  the  onus 
of  sustaining  the  reasonableness  of 
clearance  squarely  on  the  distrib- 
utor since  March  1,  sales  heads  are 
being  specific  in  their  instructions  to 
exchangemen.  General  reviews  on 
the  subject  of  clearance  and  runs  are 
the  order  of  the  day  and  exchange 
managers  are  urged  to  discuss  all 
questionable  clearances  with  sales 
heads. 

Trend  in  future  clearances  appears 
to  be  to  set  them  on  the  basis  of 
admission  prices  set  by  exhibitors, 
character  and  locations  of  theaters, 
operation  policy  including  a  consid- 
eration of  whether  the  houses  are  on 
a  duals  policy  or  feature  °-ive-aways 
and  cut  rate  tickets,  rental  terms  and 
fees  paid  by  the  theaters  and  rev- 
enues received  by  distributors,  and 
the  extent  of  competition  between 
theaters. 

Exchange  heads  are  able  to  duck 
one  phase  of  the  decree's  provisions. 
Language  provides  that  exhib.  de- 
mands for  runs  must  be  addressed 
to  the  distributor's  home  office  so 
that  branch  men  will  merely  follow 
top  sales  executive  instructions  in 
this  regard.  General  rule  is  that 
when  such  letters  are  addressed  to  a 
branch  in  error,  the  exchange  is  to 
forward  the  communication  to  New 
York. 


Released  thru  (f) 


:  &%*\  DAILY 


Thursday,  March  6, 
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"The  Guilt  of 
Janet  Ames" 

with   Rosalind    Russell,  Melvyn  Douglas 
Columbia  83  Mins. 

POTENT,  DIFFERENT  PSYCHIATRIC 
DRAMA  HAS  SOUND  PERFORMANCES, 
GOOD  WRITING  AND  ELEMENTS  AIMED 
FOR  FEMME  TRADE  TO  SEND  IT  OVER 
THE  LINE. 

Of  first  importance  is  the  fact  that  this 
cne  is  sufficiently  different  to  warrant  a 
little  extra  attention  from  the  exhibitor 
to  play  it  to  profitable  advantage.  Dif- 
ference from  run-of-the-mill  usually  means 
audience  satisfaction.  This  one  should  give 
just  that. 

The  story  is  an  unusual  affair  pointing 
up  the  mental  turmoil  of  a  woman  be- 
reaved of  her  husband  by  the  war.  He  was 
a  hero.  He  died  saving  the  lives  of  five 
men.  His  wife,  aptly  and  skillfully  played 
by  Rosalind  Russell,  is  seeking  these  men 
out  to  learn  if  her  husband's  sacrifice  was 
worth  their  continuing  existence.  Melvyn 
Douglas  supplies  the  hypnotic  suggestion 
that  enables  her  to  penetrate  mental  fog 
and  see  fictionalized  versions  of  the  lives 
of  the  survivors. 

The  above  comes  about  when  Miss  Rus- 
sell is  struck  by  a  car  and  brought  to  the 
hospital  where  Douglas,  a  boozing  reporter 
who  has  just  been  fired,  finds  her.  She 
had  a  list  of  names.  His  was  on  it.  By 
virtue  of  suggestion  and  with  some  help 
from  drugs,  Douglas  leads  Miss  Russell 
from  character  to  character  and  helps  her 
to  see  how  her  husband's  deed  enabled 
others  to  carry  on  and  live  full  lives.  The 
point  driven  home  is  that  his  death  was  not 
in  vain.  These  chapters  are  done  in  a  hazy, 
almost  sur-realistic  manner  but  there,  are 
strange  dramas  enacted  within  the  frame- 
work,  highly   charged    with    truths. 

As  the  last  man  on  the  list,  before 
Douglas,  Sid  Caesar  has  a  fine  moment 
for  comic  treatment  of  psychiatry,  what 
makes  films  go  mentally  berserk,  and  he 
gets  off  his  routine  in  a  manner  that 
should    have  the  audience   roaring. 

Finally  it's  Douglas'  turn  to  tell  his 
case.  But  by  this  time  Miss  Russell  has 
snapped  out  of  it.  Douglas  makes  off.  She 
finds  him  in  a  bar,  liquoring  up  and  he 
confesses  to  the  frauds,  explains  that  he 
was  responsible  for  the  man's  death,  he 
gave  the  order.  Previously  Miss  Russell  had 
bared  her  part  in  the  Douglas  reasoning 
— she  was  no  prize  package  as  the  man's 
wife.  Between  the  two  profound  under- 
standing is  reached. 

Not  handled  by  any  stretch  of  the  im- 
agination in  a  routine  manner,  this  film 
should  prove  a  very  acceptable  number 
for  the  feminine  trade.  Henry  Levin's  di- 
rection gives  all  the  players  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  get  their  roles  across.  The  cast 
is  consistently  good,  top  to  bottom. 

CAST:  Rosalind  Russell,  Melvyn  Douglas,  Sid 
Caesar,  Betsy  Blair,  Nina  Foch,  Charles  Cane, 
Harry  Von  Zell,  Bruce  Harper,  Arthur  Space, 
Richard  Benedict,  Frank  Orth,  Ray  Walker, 
Doreen  McCann,  Hugh   Beaumont. 

CREDITS:  Director,  Henry  Levin;  Screenplay 
by  Louella  MacFarlane,  Allen  Rivkin,  Devery 
Freeman;  Based  on  a  story  by  Leonore  Coffee; 
Cameraman,  Joseph  Walker;  Art  Directors, 
Stephen  Gooson,  Walter  Holscher;  Set  Dec- 
orators, George  Montgomery,  Frank  Tuftle;  As- 
sistant Director,  Milton  Feldman;  Sound,  Frank 
Goodwin;  Musical  Score,  George  Dunning;  Musi- 
cal Director,  M.  W.  Stoloff;  Film  Editor,  Charles 


Nelson. 

DIRECTION,    Very    Good 
Fine. 


PHOTOGRAPHY, 


"Trail  Street" 

with    Randolph    Scott,    Robert    Ryan,    Anne 

Jeffreys 
RKO  84  Mins. 

FIRST  RANK  WESTERN;  HAS  GOOD, 
NEW  TWIST  TO  STORY  AND  COLORFUL 
HANDLING. 

Cattlemen  and  farmers  have  it  out  again 
in  this  opus.  Ray  Enright's  veteran  direc- 
torial handling  mingles  a  half  dozen  potent 
elements  and  the  resultant  blend  is  em- 
inent western  entertainment. 

Anne  Jeffreys  and  Madge  Meredith  are 
the  women  in  the  case.  The  former  is  a 
singer  in  a  saloon  and  her  few  appearances 
in  abbreviated  costumes  spice  the  doings. 
Miss  Meredith  handles  the  romantic  in- 
terest capably.  So  much  for  the  ladies,  who 
come  first. 

This  is  Randolph  Scott's  picture  and  he 
dominates  as  marshal  of  Liberal,  Kans. 
There's  also  George  "Gabby"  Hayes  to  de- 
liver comedy  lines  and  provide  the  assist 
to  Scott.  Robert  Ryan  does  well  as  the 
legitimate  hero  of  the  piece.  Down  the  line 
the  casting  is  shrewd    and    efficient. 

Gradually  farmers  are  being  run  out  of 
Kansas.  In  Liberal,  Robert  Ryan,  a  land 
agent,  is  trying  to  keep  them  around  but 
the  cattlemen  make  it  too  hot.  Until  Scott 
comes  on  the  scene  and  takes  over  the 
realistic  enforcement  of  law  and  order. 
From  that  point  on  menace  grows,  murder 
is  done.  Ryan  faces  the  rap  but  clears  him- 
self by  bringing  in  the  killer.  Steve  Brodie 
makes  his  plans.  He  has  legal  rights  to  the 
vacated  properties  but  fears  the  murderer's 
trial  which  will  implicate  him  and  his  co- 
horts. He  attempts  to  wipe  out  Scott  and 
his  law  body  but  the  farmers  return  to 
Liberal  and  blast  the  crooks.  Brodie  kills 
Miss  Jeffreys,  is  himself  bumped  off  by 
Scott.  Ryan  and  Miss  Meredith  clinch. 

The  piece  is  well  rounded,  filmed  for 
excellent  effect  and  sustains  interest  all 
the  way.  It's  based  on  a  novel  by  William 
Corcoran. 

CAST:  Randolph  Scott,  Robert  Ryan,  Anne 
Jeffreys,  George  Hayes,  Madge  Meredith,  Steve 
Brodie,  Billy  House,  Virginia  Hale,  Harry  Woods, 
Phil    Warren,   Jason    Robards,    Harry    Harvey. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Nat  Holt;  Director,  Ray 
Enright;  Screenplay  by  Norman  Houston,  Gene 
Lewis;  Based  on  a  novel  by  William  Corcoran; 
Cameraman,  Roy  Hunt;  Art  Directors,  Albert 
S.  D'Agostino,  Ralph  Berger;  Set  Decorations, 
Darrell  Silvera,  John  Sturtevant;  Music,  Paul 
Sawtell;  Musical  Director,  C.  Bakaleinikoff;  Film 
Editor,  Lyle  Boyer; .  Sound,  James  Speak,  Terry 
Kellum. 

DIRECTION,  Top  Notch.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Very    Good. 


Minn.  Amusement  Co. 
Fills  New  Exec  Posts 


Minneapolis — Creation  of  two  new 
executive  positions  in  the  Minne- 
sota Amusement  Co.  and  promotion 
•of  a  third  employe  have  been  an- 
nounced by  Harry  B.  French,  presi- 
dent. 

George  C.  Shepherd,  general  audi- 
tor in  charge  of  accounting,  has 
been  named  sales  and  merchandis- 
ing director.  Robert  P.  LaPiner,  in 
charge  of  the  candy  department 
since  1936,  was  appointed  special 
events  director.    Both  are  new  posts. 

Forrest  D.  Sathre,  who  has  been 
assistant  to  Shepherd,  takes  over 
the  latter's  former  position. 

Shepherd's  new  post  was  created 


"Blondie's  Holiday" 

with  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake 
Columbia  67  Mins. 

MORE  THAN  SATISFACTORY  "BLON- 
DIE"  NUMBER  IS  SATISFACTORY  ENTER- 
TAINMENT ALL  THE  WAY. 

The  Chic  Young  cartoon  characters  as 
portrayed  by  Penny  Singleton  and  Arthur 
Lake,  plus  the  youngsters  and  the  dogs, 
give  this  new  number  in  the  series  the 
usual  whirl  and  it  comes  off  substantial  en- 
tertainment all  the  way. 

Lake  louses  up  a  deal  which  involves 
Grant  Mitchell,  a  banker,  who  is  being 
talked  into  building  a  new  bank.  The  lous- 
er-up  in  the  case  is  a  professor  of  the 
bangtails,  Sid  Tomack,  who  happens  on  the 
scene  when  Mitchell  comes  a-calling  on 
Boss  Jerome  Cowan.  A  depositor  in  Mitch- 
ell's bank,  Tomack  is  revealed  to  have 
about  two  dollars  worth  of  balance.  Mitch- 
ell blows  his  top,  cancels  everything. 

Previously  Miss  Singleton  was  talked 
into  sponsoring  a  reunion  dinner  of  high 
school  classmates  which  Lake  would  pay 
for.  A  pair  of  connivers  frame  the  deal 
at  Lake's  expense.  He's  fired  again.  Miss 
Singleton  scrapes  together  $200.  Lake  takes 
a  flyer  on  the  horses.  He  wins.  Before  col- 
lecting he  is  arrested  by  raiding  cops.  How- 
ever he  did  manage  to  help  an  old  lady 
get  away  and  she  proves  instrumental  later 
in  getting  him  released.  She's  Mitchell's 
wife  and  rather  than  have  a  public  scandal 
over  his  wife's  passion  for  the  horses 
Mitchell  forces  Cowan  to  go  the  limit, 
paying  for  the  reunion  dinner.  Lake  gets 
his  job  back.  The  firm  gets  the  new  bank 
construction  job. 

It  is  well  told,  and  in  the  telling,  good 
gag  material  and  elements  that  have  proven 
their  worth  before  are  again  involved  in  the 
procedure.  Abby  Berlin's  direction  has  the 
"Blondie"  know  how. 

CAST:  Penny  Singleton,  Arthur  Lake,  Larry 
Sims,  Marjorie  Kent,  Jerome  Cowan,  Grant 
Mitchell,  Sid  Tomack,  Mary  Young,  Jeff  York, 
Bobby   Larson,   Jack    Rice. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Burt  Kelly;  Director,  Abby 
Berlin;  Screenplay  by  Constance  Lee;  Camera- 
man, Vincent  Farrar;  Film  Editor,  Jerome 
Thorns;  Art  Direction,  Ben  Hayne;  Set  Decora- 
tions, Wilbur  Menefee,  Frank  Kramer;  Musical 
Director,    Carter    DeHaven,   Jr. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


AMPP  Research  Project  to 
Seek  Way  to  Trim  Costs 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

tuted   by  the   AMPP,   Byron   Price, 
board  chairman,  said  yesterday. 

Price  pointed  out  that  the  industry 
faces  the  virtual  loss  of  its  foreign 
markets  as  a  result  of  the  resur- 
gence of  nationalism,  quota  systems 
and  deteriorated  financial  conditions 
of  many  countries. 


Astcure   Studios  Opening 

Charles  L.  Casanave  is  hosting  a 
press  reception  today  from  3  to  10 
p.m.  for  the  opening  of  the  new  Fred 
Astaire  dance  studios  at  487  Park 
Ave. 


to  launch  a  program  of  expansion 
and  improvement  of  merchandising 
in  the  company's  82  theaters  in 
Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  South  Da- 
kota and  Wisconsin. 


"The  Lone  Hanc 
Texan" 

with  Charles  Starrett,  Smiley  Burr 
Columbia  -fc  5' 

EFFECTIVE  WESTERN  FAff  „flIT 
TION  ELEMENTS  PROPERLY  ST 
ABOUT. 

An  oil  man  is  having  his  trouble 
crocks  when  the  Durango  Kid  comes 
and  breaks  it  up.  And  in  his  usual 
Hood  fashion  he  continues  to  make 
for  the  evil  element  until  they  are  b 
to  bay. 

This  is  a  western  with  a  different 
The  baddie  is  a  woman  and  she  h 
ranch-hands  do  her  dirty  work.  Her 
man  even  tries  to  pass  himself  off 
Durango  Kid  to  give  Starrett  a  bad 
but  he  is  properly  foiled.  The  dope 
riding  up  when  Starrett  is  "capture 
Smiley  Burnette,  to  really  louse  up  hi  | 

While   there   is   the   required    read 
gun    battles,    riding,   outdoor    scener 
the  like  in  the  script  there  are  also 
of    hefty    newcomers,    Mustard    and 
by    name,    who    furnish    guitar    musi  i 
what   is   supposed    to    be    comedy,   <  i 
the  background  of  Burnette. 

The  entire  piece  comes  off  well  (  i 
and  should  prove  its  worth  to  the  v>  < 
fans    in    the    audience.    Ray    Nazza 
rected  the  doings  effectively. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Smiley  Burnett'  it 
Newton,   Fred  Sears,  Mustard  and  Gravy, 
Chescbro,    Jim     Diehl,     George     Russell, 
Weldon. 

CREDITS:    Producer,    Colbert    Clark;    D 
Ray    Nazzaro;    Original    Screenplay,    Earl 
Cameraman,   George   F.  Kelly;   Film   Edito 
Borofsky;  Set  Decorations,  Frank  Kramer;  a 
Lambert   Day. 

DIRECTION,   Okay.        PHOTOGRAPHY, 

"Law  of  the  Lash 

with  Al  La  Rue,  Al  "Fuzzy"  St.  Jc  j 
PRC  53 

BOOTS    AND    SADDLE    COCK  I 
SPICED  WITH  COMEDY. 

Here's  another,  quite  up  to  PRC 
ards,  to  please  western  fans,  featurir  tl 
Cheyenne  Kid,  also  known  as  the  Las  ll 
cause  he's  so  handy  with  same. 

Cheyenne  discovers  a  Stagecoach, 
passengers,  that  has  just  been  robb 
three  masked  men.  Continuing  into 
he  finds  the  storekeeper's  daughter, 
Hilton,  arguing  with  a  customer, 
who  wants  to  buy  cartridges.  In  th 
suing  fight,  Lefty  drops  three  rings 
were  part  of  the  loot  taken  from  the 
coach.  With  the  aid  of  a  prospectin 
Fuzzy,  Cheyenne  learns  that  the  leac 
the  gang  is  not  Lefty,  but  a  man  r 
Decker,  who  has  terrorized  the  tow 
months.  Cheyenne  goes  after  Decker.  I 
er's  men  close  in,  but  are  outnumber 
Cheyenne's  lawmakers  who  have  b 
secretly  summoned  by  Fuzzy. 

Comedy  sequences  lighten  its  roi 
ness  making  it  favorable  western  bait 

CAST:  Al  La  Rue,  Al  "Fuzzy"  St.  Johi 
Roberts,  Mary  Scott,  Jack  O'Shea,  C 
King,  Matty  Roubert,  Charles  Whitaker, 
Mathews,  John  Elliott,  Ted  French,  R 
Cramer,   Brad   Slavin. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jerry  Thomas;  Di 
Ray  Taylor;  Original  Screenplay,  Willie 
Nolte;  Director  of  Photography,  Robert 
Assistant  Director,  F.  0.  Collings;  Soun 
gineer,  Glen  Glenn;  Set  Decorator,  Louis  I 
Make-up  Director,  Austin  Bedell;  Film  I 
Hugh  Winn;  Supervising  Editor,  Normc 
Cerf;   Production   Manager,  William   L.   N 
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This  is  only  a  part  of 
what  is  covered  in  the 
coming   29th   Edition. 
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THE  29th   EDITION 
Over   7000  Pages 
Beautifully  Bound 


NEW   FACTS! 
NEW  FEATURES! 

Will  soon  be  ready 
for  distribution 


*  *  It's  On  The  Way  •  * 
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ABC  Will  Broadcast 
Full  "Oscar"  Show 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
locally  over  WJZ  at  11:45  p.m.  and 
continuing  until  2:30  a.m. 

Jack  Benny  will  emcee  the  show. 
Buddy  Twiss  will  be  narrator, 
fashions  and  features  will  be  de- 
scribed by  radio  femcee  Frances 
Scully,  and  Ken  Carpenter,  announcer 
of  Bing  Crosby's  ABC  radio  pro- 
gram, will  serve  as  commentator. 
Pat  McGeehan  will  announce  the 
broadcast  and  Leo  Forbstein's  or- 
chestra will  provide  the  music.  Sid 
Goodman  will  be  the  ABC  producer. 

In  addition  to  the  airing  of  the 
actual  awards  presentations,  the 
"cinemontage,"  which  was  effectively 
emoloyed  last  year,  will  be  used 
again  this  year  for  the  announce- 
ment of  the  nominations.  Represent- 
ative scenes,  showing  the  actors  and 
actresses  in  the  performances  which 
won  their  nominations,  will  be 
flashed  on  a  huge  screen  and  the 
sound  tracks  will  be  heard  by  ABC 
listeners. 

Details  of  the  program  are  under 
the  direction  of  Mervyn  LeRoy, 
M-G-M  producer-director.  He  is  as- 
sisted in  the  presentation  arrange- 
ments by  Charles  Bracket,  Para- 
mount, handling  scripts;  Frederick 
Richards,  Victor  Kline,  Warners,  and 
Carleton  Hunt,  RKO,  editing  spec- 
ial films;  music  under  Ray  Heindorf, 
Leo  Forbstein,  Warners,  and  Johnny 
Greene,  Universal  -  International; 
broadcast  details,  L.  K.  Sidney, 
M-G-M;  Irving  Aaronson,  stage  man- 
ager. 

Others  working  on  the  executive 
committee  are  Jean  Hersholt,  Wil- 
liam Cannon,  M-G-M;  Kenneth  De- 
Land,  Paramount,  business  manager 
for  the  event;  William  Dozier  and 
Walter  Wanger,  Universal-Interna- 
tional; Ronald  Reagan,  Warners; 
Dore  Schary,  RKO;  George  Sidney, 
M-G-M  and  Margaret  Herrick,  Acad- 
emy executive  secretary.  Radio  ex- 
ecutives working  with  the  committee 
are  Robert  de  la  Torre  and  Lillian 
Gronei*,  Armed  Forces  Radio  Serv- 
ices and  M.  P.  Wambold,  ABC. 

Ad  Censorship  Bill  is 
Delayed  By  Printer 

Albany — The  Malcolm-Wilson  ad- 
vertising censorship  bill  has  not  yet 
reached  Governor  Dewey.  Delay  in 
printing  the  engrossed  copy  of  the 
bill  is  responsible  for  the  wait.  The 
bill  may  get  to  the  Governor  so  late 
as  to  become  a  30  day  bill. 


UJEDDinC  BELLS 


Callaway-Faulbaum 
Springfield,  111. — Margaret  Louise 
Callaway,  daughter  of  Arch  C.  Calla- 
way of  Springfield,  has  announced 
her  engagement  to  Otto  Faulbaum, 
assistant  manager  of  the  Lincoln,  a 
unit  of  the  Fox  Midwest  circuit. 


Industry  To  Battle  Tax  Plans 

Gov.  Calls  for  County,  City  Ticket  Taxes 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 


Buffalo,  Rochester,  Syracuse,  Albany 
and  Yonkers. 

While  all  exhibitor  organizations 
in  the  state  will  oppose  the  Dewey 
legislative  proposals,  in  which  they 
will  have  the  support  of  the  indus- 
try generally,  the  prospects  for  a 
successful  fight  are  admittedly  any- 
thing but  bright.  For  one  thing, 
counties  and  cities  are  clamoring  for 
new   revenue    sources;    for   another, 


A  bill  to  make  amusement  taxes 
unconstitutional  in  California  has 
been  filed  in  the  California  Legisla- 
ture, at  Sacramento,  by  Assembly- 
man Lester  M.  McMillan.  Measure 
provides  that  any  taxes  collected 
through  theater  admissions  would  be 
impounded  and  returned  to  theaters 
on  claim.  Move  follows  the  success- 
ful fight  of  Fox  West  Coast  and 
Warners  to  fight  an  amusement  tax 
in  San  Bernardino. 


the  Dewey  administration  is  firmly 
in  the  legislative  saddle. 

Legislative  reaction  to  the  Dewey 
tax  proposals  yesterday  was  strictly 
along  party  lines  with  strong  Re- 
publican support  voiced.  However,  in 
New  York  City  and  other  principal 
municipalities,  various  trade  and  tax- 
payer organizations  voiced  vigorous 
opposition  indicating  the  pic  indus- 
try would  have  powerful  allies  in  its 
fight.  Critics  generally  termed  the 
Dewey  program  as  discriminatory, 
unwarranted  and  grossly  unfair. 
Dewey  Urges  Ticket  Tax 

In  his  special  message  yesterday 
to  the  Legislature  calling  for  the 
grant  to  localities  of  broad  new 
special  taxing  powers,  Governor 
Dewey,  among  other  proposals, 
recommended  specifically  that  coun- 
ties be  given  the  power  to  impose  a 
ticket  tax  of  not  more  than  five  per 
cent  of  admissions,  the  proceeds  to 
be  used  exclusively  for  educational 
purposes. 

Governor  Dewey  also  recommended 
that  cities  above  100,000  in  popula- 
tion be  given  the  power  to  impose  an 
admissions  tax  of  not  more  than  five 
per  cent,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  for 
general  fund  purposes. 

Bills  drafted  to  carry  out  the 
Dewey  tax  program  reportedly  pro- 
vide that  cities  of  more  than  100,000 
may  impose  any  of  the  taxes  granted 
the  counties  but  not  used  by  them. 
This  would  stand  as  a  bar  to  dual 
county  and  city  movie  ticket  taxes  in 
the  state's  largest  cities. 

(That  a  state  move  towards 
the  imposition  of  an  admission 
tax  in  addition  to  the  present 
20  per  cent  Federal  levy  was 
under  consideration  was  exclu- 
sively disclosed  bv  THE  FILM 
DAILY  on  Feb.  27.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
editorially  made  the  first  dis- 
closure that  in  lieu  of  a  state- 
collected  tax,  a  county  admission 


tax  was  under  consideration  at 
Albany.) 

A  license  tax  on  vending  machines, 
to  be  found  in  hundreds  of  state  the- 
aters, was  also  urged  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  proposed  that  the  rate  be 
$10  per  annum. 
$8,900,000  Estimated  From  Admis. 

Governor  Dewey  estimated  yester- 
day that  the  county  tax  on  admis- 
sions would  bring  a  total  of  $8,900,- 
000  into  county  coffers  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  He  further  estimated 
that  the  city  admissions  tax  in  New 
York  City  would  return  a  revenue  of 
$14,900,000.  Tax  revenue  from  the 
proposed  vending  machine  impost 
was  estimated  at  $1,200,000.  The  lat- 
ter would  be  in  the  county's  province. 

Other  county  taxes  envisioned  by 
the  Governor  embraced  a  two  per 
cent  retail  sales  tax,  a  $5-$10  motor 
vehicle  tax,  a  three  per  cent  tax  on 
restaurant  meals  and  drinks  above 
$1,  and  a  tax  on  alcoholic  beverage 
control  retail  licenses  at  not  more 
than  25  per  cent  of  the  amount  of 
the  state  license  fee.  These  would  be 
applicable  to  New  York  City. 
Heavy  Pic  Tax  Load  Hit 

Film  industry  critics  of  the  Dewey 
proposals  were  particularly  resent- 
ful of  the  Governor's  assertion,  in  a 
special  message  to  the  legislature, 
that  the  amusement  tax  would  not 
apply  to  race  tracks,  nor  to  boxing 
or  wrestling  matches  and  exhibitions 
in  the  state,  thus  causing  theaters  to 
carry  the  tax  load. 

For  cities  above  100,000  in  popula- 
tion, Dewey,  in  addition  to  the  admis- 
sions levy,  proposed  a  general  license 
tax  on  business,  trades  and  profes- 
sions at  not  more  than  one-tenth  of 
one  per  cent  on  gross  receipts,  and 
a  tax  of  not  more  than  five  per  cent 
on  occupancy  of  hotel  rooms  renting 
at  $2  or  more  per  day. 

The  Governor  declared  that  "few, 
if  any,  counties  or  cities  are  expected 
to  employ  all  the  permitted  levies." 
Instead,  he  said,  "it  is  anticipated 
that  each  will  levy  only  such  of  them 
as  may  be  necessary  to  produce  the 
reauired  additional  revenue  and  will 
fit  its  particular  conditions.  Some 
will  need  no  new  taxes  at  all." 

Complete  home  rule  is  nrovided  in 
the  choice  and  administration  of 
these  levies,  the  Governor  reported. 

Counties  bordering  on  Pennsyl- 
vania are  expected  to  reject  a  sales 
tax  because  of  competition  with  the 
Keystone  State,  which  has  no  sales 
levy. 

RKO  in  Package  Deal 
With  Hal  Wallis  Prods. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
Haskin  as  director  and  Leo  Tover  as 
cameraman. 

Bert  Granet  will  produce  for  RKO. 
"Swamp,"  from  a  Saturday  Evening 
Post  article  by  John  Maloney,  will 
mai'k  Haskin's  second  directorial 
effort.  He  recently  did  "I  Walk 
Alone"  for  Wallis  with  the  same 
stars  and  cameraman. 


Schwartz  Confirms 
Kelly's  UA  Return 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

UA  board   and   counsel  for  Cha 

Chaplin,  who  met  him  at  t-V,  -  niej 

e    I*-     I 

Kelly,  who  expects  to  le-.  „  for 

Coast   shortly,   had  no   commen  I 

make  on  the  impending  return  to  [ 

from  which  he  resigned  three  y,l 

ago. 

Kelly,  commenting  on  his  suW 
of  production  facilities  in  Italy  io 
France,  said:  "Anything  can  be 
in  these  countries  if  you've  got  1 
will  to  do  it." 

Rome's  Cinecitta,  the  largest , 
dio  unit  on  the  Continent  with 
exception  of  Czechoslovakia,  is 
ing  used  to  house  D.P.'s.  Only  S 
5,  so  far,  has  been  retaken  for  m  i 
purposes.  All  available  studio  s  c 
in  Italy  is  taken  up  with  dom- 
production. 

"France  is  experiencing  a  dej  i 
sion  in  production,"  Kelly  added.  I 
explained  that  the  Bank  of  Fr  4 
has  discontinued  discounting  p£  I 
thus  restricting  production.  3V(| 
producers  are  forced  to  make  Fr  c 
language  pix  in  Italy  instead  J 
Arthur  Rank  production  unit,  I 
dentally,  is  currently  working  (  ; 
film  in  France. 

Kelly  called  attention  to  the  < 
that  both  the  French  and  It£|| 
governments  were  most  co-opera  e 
He  was  not  ready  to  say  whethei  m 
six  scripts  he  had  taken  with  hi]  t* 
Europe  would  be  used  for  produc  d 
Not  only  would  he  have  to  co  e 
with  Producer  Edward  Small  j! 
whose  behalf,  as  well  as  his  owr  a 
made  the  survey,  but  other  devc  p- 
ments  might  call  for  a  postponer  n 
of  his  earlier  plans,  he  said. 


Repub.,  Ch.  Feldman  Ti 
Deal;  "Red  Pony"  First  i 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

stone  will  produce  and  direct  1 
first  picture,  John  Steinbeck's  '  i 
Red  Pony"  in  Technicolor.  Se<  J 
production  under  discussion  is  I 
Hecht's  "The  Shadow"  also  tc  * 
made  in  color. 

Feldman  and  Republic  are  n  »■ 
tiating  for  "The  Glass  Menag€  £ 
and  if  completed,  will  be  mad>  ii 
Technicolor. 


•- 


STORK  REPORT 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAI 

Hollywood  —  Mrs.  George  He 
gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  weigl 
seven  pounds,  seven  ounces,  at 
Hollywood  Presbyterian  Hosp 
She  is  the  former  Betty  Bouck,  a 
until  recently  was  bookkeeper 
the  Fox  Belmont  and  Uptown  r. 
aters,  Los  Angeles  first-runs, 
infant  will  be  christened  Al 
Kristine. 


M.  F.  Production  Dist, 

38  Vv.  44th  St.  21st  floor 

New  York   N.  Y. 
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FIGHT  LOOmillG  QV6B  COPVRIGHT  jjCR€€m€IIT 

Dewey  Forces  to  Seek  Quick  Tax  Program  Vote 


\  tf  et.  Theaters  Map  Fight; 
!Will  Seek  Hearing  Before 
Senate  Finance  Committee 


!  While  opposition  to  Governor 
)ewey's  tax  program,  with  its  pro- 
'  isions  for  the  broadening  of  tax 
:  owers  of  counties  and  cities, 
'•  lounted  yesterday,  repo_rts  from  Al- 
bany indicated  that  Republican  legis- 
lative leaders  would  seek  speedy  pas- 
!  age  of  the  companion  Senate  and 
^Lssembly  measures  introduced  to 
arry  out  the  Dewey  proposals. 
|  New  York  circuit  operators,  affil- 
iated and  indie,  met  yesterday  to 
i  iap  their  opposing  strategy.  The 
metropolitan  entertainment  industry 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Danish  Government  to  Subsidize  Producers 

To  Offset  Competition  from  American  Pix 

Copenhagen  (By  Air  Mail) — Financial  support  for  Danish  film  producers  is 
assured  by  a  Government  move  to  appoint  a  committee  for  that  purpose.  Funds 
at  the  disposal  of  the  group  amount  to  500,000  Crowns  (about  $100,000),  for 
1947. 

Decision  follows  reports  that  Danish  features  were  being  run  by  theaters  at 
a  loss  since  U.  S.  films  returned  to  the  market.  During  the  war  years,  the  Danish 
producers  requested  financial  aid  but  were  not  given  any  help. 


Name  Dunn  Assistant 
Sales  Head  for  PRC 


I.  J.  Measure  Okays 
ocal  Ticket  Taxes 


!j  Atlantic  City — A  measure  author- 
ing New  Jersey  municipalities  to 
vy  taxes  on  so-called  luxuries,  in- 
uding  motion  picture  theater  tick- 
;s,  will  be  introduced  in  the   State 
egislature,  at  Trenton,  by  Assem- 
"■  yman   Richard    Mischlich,    of   this 
JJmn-ty,  with  the  support  of  Speaker 
] :  the  House  Leon  Leonard  and  Sen- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


appelate  Division  Upholds 
tate  Ban  on  'Amok'  Exhib. 


Albany  —  By  unanimous  decision 
—  e  Appelate  division  of  the  New 
■|iDrk  Supreme  Court,  here  yester- 
||;.y,  upheld  the  Board  of  Regent's 
I  l.n  on  the  exhibition,  in  this  state, 
-;  the  French  film,  "Amok,"  dis- 
continued on  Page  8) 


Tasmania ii  to  Impose 
British  Film  Quota 

Hobart  (By  Cable)  —  The  Tas- 
manian  Government  will  introduce 
legislation  during  the  next  legisla- 
|  five  session  to  determine  by  regula- 
tion the  quota  of  British  films  that 
must  be  shown  in  Tasmania's  the- 
aters each  year.  The  Premier  said 
the  Bill  had  the  approval  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Labor   Parry. 


Appointment  of  Harold  S.  Dunn  as 
assistant  general  sales  manager  of 
PRC  was  announced  yesterday  by 
Ralph  H.  Clark, 
general  sales 
manager.  Dunn  is 
an  industry  vet- 
eran who  survived 
Japanese  intern- 
ment following 
his  capture  in 
China  while  serv- 
ing as  a  Warner 
foreign  sales  rep- 
resentative. 

He  entered  the 
industry  in  1920 
with  Herman  Rif- 
kin  in  Boston.  In 
1925  Dunn  joined 
Warners  in  the 
sales  department,  HAROLD  S.  DUNN 
later  transferring  to  the  theater  de- 
partment and  then  to  foreign  sales. 
He  was  captured  while  on  a  trip 
through  the  Far  East  which  found 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Golden  in  16mm. 
World-Wide  Survey 


Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — A  world-wide  survey 
of  the  16  mm.  market,  including  a 
compilation  of  existing  restrictions 
and  number  of  theaters,  is  under 
way  by  Nathan  Golden,  Department 
of  Commerce  pix  chief,  it  was 
learned  yesterday. 

A  detailed  query  on  the  16  mm. 
market  will  be  sent  to  all  United 
States  embassies  and  missions 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Oklahoma  Theaters  War 
On  City  Tax  Measure 

Oklahoma  City — Oklahoma  exhib- 
itors are  pledged  to  organize  busi- 
nessmen in  their  local  areas  for  a 
fight  against  a  bill  to  broaden  city 
tax  powers  in  this  state,  C.  B.  Akers, 
state  exhibitors  legislative  chairman, 
said  yesterday. 

Akers  disclosed  that  124  theater- 
men  from  54  of  the  state's  77  coun- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Sues  on  York  License  Fees 

Warners  Claims  Rate  Jump  Discriminatory 


Goetz  Signs  Montgomery 
To  Exclusive  "U"  Pact 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Robert  Montgomery 
has  been  signed  by  William  Goetz, 
Universal-Int'l  production  head,  to 
an  exclusive  long-term  contract, 
effective  immediately.  Montgomery 
will  head  his  own  production  unit 
and  the  deal  calls  for  his  services 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


York,  Pa. — Charging  that  the  Feb. 
15  amusement  license  ordinance 
passed  by  the  Borough  of  Hanover  is 
illegal,  void  and  discriminatory  be- 
cause it  exempts  other  amusements, 
and  deprives  the  complainant  of  its 
property  without  due  process  of  law, 
Warner  Bros.  Theaters  has  filed  a 
complaint  against  the  Borough  and 
individuals  in  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions.  Case  is  similar  to  the  one 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


State  Dept.  May  Not  In- 
clude Trade  Objections 
In  Report  to  Senate  Com. 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington  Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Battle  over  the  Inter- 
American  copyright  agreement 
loomed  yesterday  when  it  was 
learned  that  the  State  Department 
may  not  include  industry  and  trade 
objections  in  its  report  to  the  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  Committee. 

The  State  Department  previously 
had  delayed  submission  of  its  re- 
port to  the  Senate  because  of  these 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Elect  Kramer  SRO 
Chairman,  Exec.  V-P 


Neil  Agnew,  president  of  SRO,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  Milton  A. 
Kramer  has  become  executive  vice- 
president  and  chairman  of  the 
board.  Kramer,  a  partner  in  the 
New  York  law  firm  of  Paine,  Kramer 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Patterson's  Copper  Bill 
Faces  Battle  In  Senate 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  The   House  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  yesterday  in- 
formally   approved    a    bill    by    Rep. 
James  Patterson,  R.,  Conn.,  suspend- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


AFL  Leaders  Silent 
On  Johnston  Charges 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington  —  AF  of  L  spokes- 
men yesterday  refused  to  answer 
charges  by  MPAA  President  Eric  A. 
Johnston  placing  blame  for  continu- 
ation of  the  Hollywood  strike  on  top 
Federation  leaders. 

Indicating  that  at  least  some  of 
the  AF  of  L  hierarchy  may  be  wash- 
ing its  hands  off  the  film  capita! 
strike,  one  spokesman  said  he  had 
not  heard  of  Johnston's  charges  and 
"As  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  less 
I  know  about  the  Hollywood  strike 
the  better." 
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Terminus,  Hornbv  Road,  Fort.  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
STOCKHOLM  —  Gnnnar  Ruud.  Jaktvarv- 
splan  30.g.  HONOI.l " I  [J— Eileen  O'Brien. 
MEXICO  CITY— Air.  A..lrade,  Mexico  City 
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110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  MOSCOW — Ray- 
mond A.  Davies,  Hotel  Metropole.  COPEN- 
HAGEN—  Tohn  Lindberg,  Ternbanealle  No.  3, 
Copenhagen-Van  Loese.  A  MSTERDAM— Dr. 
J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubensstraat  80.  ROME — 
John  Perdicari.  Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758. 
TEL-AVTV— Dr.  A.  R.  Rojanskv,  26  Roths- 
child Blvd. 
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High     Low     Close 
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Bell  &  Howell 21  V4     2034     21  V4 

Columbia    Picts 20  20         20 

Columbia   Picts.  pfd.     85  85  85 

East.  Kodak   242V4  241  V2   241 1  2 

Loew's,  Inc 24'/?     24V2     24V4 

Paramount     283/s     2734     28 

RKO      151/4     147/8      15V4 

Republic    Pict 8Vi        8  8V2 

Republic  Pict.  pfd....  14V4  14V4  14V4 
20th  Century-Fox  .  .  .  35V4  3434  34V4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  43 V2     4314     43  V4 

Universal    Pict 26  25V2     25V2 

Warner  Bros 1634      16%      16% 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 
Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      4%       4%       4% 

RKO      4l/2       43/8       4% 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3 

Technicolor      1614     16  16V4 

Trans-Lux      4%       43,4       4% 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor      4% 

Pathe        6% 


Net 
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+  1/4 
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+  1/4 

+  % 

+  1/4 

—  1/4 

—  1/8 

—  % 


+       Vs 

+  "i/4 


Asked 
51/4 
7% 


Ent.  Plans  Europe  Prod. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Enterprise   has    plans 
fo  produce  three  pictures  in  Europe, 
"The    Fabulous    Female,"    "East    of 
Cairo"  and  "The  French  Look." 


cominG  mid  Gome 


GRAD  SEARS  and  other  UA  execs,  arrive  in 
Chicago   for    regional    sales    meetings. 

WILLIAM  GOETZ,  in  charge  of  production 
for  Universal-International,  will  arrive  in  New 
York  tomorrow.  He  will  be  accompanied  by 
MRS.    GOETZ    and    CLAUDETTE    COLBERT. 

HAROLD  MIRISH,  recently  resigned  as  chief 
film  buyer  for  RKO,  leaves  today  for  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee  on  personal  business  and  goes 
on  Wednesday  to  Los  Angeles  for  a  combina- 
tion  business  and  vacation  trip. 

AUDIE  MURPHY,  under  contract  to  William 
Cagney  Productions,  flies  from  L.  A.  to  Chi., 
tomorrow  to  present  vets'  viewpoint  on  heus- 
ing,  by  special  invitation  from  F.  D.  Roose- 
velt, Jr. 

JERRY  ZIGMOND,  JOSEPH  DEITCH  and  EU- 
GENE STREET,  Paramount  home  office  theater 
execs.,  left  New  York  for  the  Coast  yesterday 
to  participate  in  conferences  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  company's  theater  pooling  agree- 
ment  with   FWC   in   Frisco. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  Eagle-Lion  exploitation 
head  is  in  Boston  to  set  up  advanced  cam- 
paigns for  "The  Adventuress"  starring  Deborah 
Kerr. 

SAM  E.  SEIDELMAN,  PRC  foreign  manager, 
has  returned  to  his  desk  after  a  four  and  one- 
half-month   trip   through   the   Far   East. 

R.  M.  SAVINI,  president  of  Astor  Pictures, 
is  in  Toronto,  returning  to  New  York  tomor- 
row. 

STUART  H.  AARONS,  Warner  Club  president 
and  member  of  the  Warners'  legal  staff,  planed 
to  the  Coast  last  night.  He  returns  to  New 
York    the  early  part   of  next  week. 

GEORGE  FISHMAN,  Warners'  field  man  for 
tSe  PhiladelDhia  territory,  returns  to  that  city 
today  from   New  York. 

JOSEPH  H.  SEIDELMAN,  president  of  Uni- 
v=r<al  -  International;  ROBERT  S.  BENJAMIN, 
"resident  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization, 
'?c,  and  ARTHUR  B.  KRIM,  president  of  Eagle- 
Lion,  sail  today  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth 
for    London. 


Alexander  Stockholders 
Elect  Board  for  1947 


Colorado  Spring's,  Colo.  —  Elected 
to  the  board  of  Alexander  Film  Co. 
at  the  annual  stockholders  meeting 
were  J.  Don  Alexander,  Don  M. 
Alexander,  Don  Alexander,  Jr.,  Ver- 
non A.  Cheever  and  Thomas  M. 
Burgess. 

Board  elected  the  following  offi- 
cers: J.  Don  Alexander,  president; 
Don  M.  Alexander,  M.  J.  Mclnaney 
and  Don  Alexander,  Jr.,  vice-presi- 
dents, and  E.  B.  Foster,  secretary- 
treasurer.  Alexander  Film  is  now  in 
its  29th  year  of  operation. 


Distribution  Set-up  for 
"Lorraine"  Still  in  Air 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles — Clarifying  the  status 
of  "Joan  of  Lorraine,"  Walter  Wan- 
ger  announced  that  no  distribution 
deal  has  been  set  for  picture,  which 
will  be  made  by  E.  N.  Corporation, 
owned  by  Ingrid  Bergman,  Victor 
Fleming,  Peter  Lindstrom  and  Wan- 
ger. 

Venture  is  completely  independ- 
ent of  Wanger's  program  of  Uni- 
versal-International. 


Schoenstadt  Suit  Postponed 

Chicago  —  Schoenstadt  Theater 
anti-trust  case  hearing,  before  Mas- 
ter of  Chancery  Charles  MacDonald, 
has  been  postponed  to  April  10,  by 
agreement  of  counsel. 


LEONARD  S.  SCHLESINGER,  president  and 
general  manager  of  Warners'  Service  Corp., 
returns  to  New  York  today  from  Philadelphia 
and    Washington. 

BOBBY  BREEN  is  the  house  guest  of  friends 
in    Miami. 

WALTER  READE,  JR.  and  his  wife  leave  to- 
day   for   California. 

HELEN  MOURAD,  general  manager  of  the 
Walter  Reade  home  office,  leaves  today  for  a 
Winter  vacation. 

WILLIAM  M.  PIZOR,  Screen  Guild  general 
sales  manager  in  charge  of  foreign  distribution, 
sails  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth  today.  Dur- 
ing a  two-month  trip  he  plans  to  set  up 
European    distribution    franchises. 

MARTIN  LEVINE,  Brandt  Theaters'  general 
manager,  leaves  this  week-end  for  two  weeks 
in    Hollywood,    Fla. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  WB  vee-pee  and  sales 
manager,  left  yesterday  for  St.  Louis  and  other 
Midwest  points. 

RALPH  D.  GOLDBERG,  prexy  of  Goldberg 
Theaters  of  Omaha,  returned  to  that  city  from 
a  week's  stay  yesterday. 

MRS.  DANNY  KAYE  left  yesterday  via  TWA 
for   Los  Angeles. 

MR.  and  MRS.  CHARLES  RUGGLES  are  re- 
turning to  Los  Angeles  via  TWA  having  left 
yesterday. 

MILTON  KUSELL,  general  sales  manager  for 
Selznick  Releasing  Organization,  leaves  today 
for  Hollywood. 

ALFRED  W.  BURT,  technical  advisor  to  Al- 
fred Hitchcock  on  Selznick's  'The  Paradine 
Case,"  sails  today  aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth for  London.  Burt,  accompanied  by  MRS. 
BURT,  has  been  in  Hollywood  for  the  past 
several   weeks. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  M-G-M  Eastern  sales  man- 
ager, and  his  home  office  assistant,  PAUL 
RICHRATH,  are  in  New  Haven  today  from  Al- 
bany. 

JOHN  S.  ALLEN,  M-G-M  district  manager, 
has  returned  to  his  Washington  headquarters 
after   a    home    office   visit. 

RUDY  BERGER,  Southern  M-G-M  sales  mana- 
ger, and  his  home  office  assistant  LEONARD 
HIRSCH,  arrived  in  Memphis  yesterday  from 
Kansas   City. 

TOM  DRAKE,  M-G-M  star,  and  TOM  ROGERS 
of  M-G-M's  home  office  publicity  department, 
returned   yesterday   from    Baltimore. 


Take  Goddard  Deposition 
For  Bercovici  Action 


Attorneys  for  Conrad  Bercovici 
took  depositions  yesterday  from 
Paulette  Goddard  in  connection  with 
a  plagiarism  suit  brought  by  the 
author  against  Charles  Chaplin 
claiming  alleged  infringement  of  ma- 
terial in  the  production  of  "The 
Great  Dictator." 

Bercovici's  suit  seeks  $5,000,000 
damages  and  $150,000  for  services 
rendered.  Trial  is  expected  to  get 
under  way  in  Federal  Court,  N.  Y. 
within  two  months. 


Ampa  Honors  Chevalier; 
Submits  Officer  Nominees 


Ampa's  monthly  luncheon-meetii 
yesterday  was  highlighted  by  a  wr  j 
come  to  Maurice  Chevalier,  a  salu 
to  the  fan  magazine  press,  and  su 
mission  to  the  membership  of 
proposed  slate  of  officers  for  t 
coming  year. 

Chevalier  expressed  his  ^^rec: 
tion  not  only  for  the  wehhree   b 
for   the    excellent   job   that   moti  i 
picture    advertising    personnel    h 
done  for  his   pictures   in  the   pa  ! 
Chevaliers    next   film,    produced 
Rene  Clair  for  RKO  Pathe  Cinen  j 
is  "Man  About  Town." 

Slate  of  officers,  who  will  be  vot 
upon  by  the  membership  at  the  Ap 
3  meeting,  is  as  follows:  Arn< 
Stoltz,  president;  Phil  Williams,  vi<  | 
president;  Max  Stein,  treasuri 
Marguerite  Wayburn,  secretary. 

Nominated   to   serve   as   direct*  | 
were  Rutgers  Neilson,  Joel  Swensc  I 
Harry    McWilliams,    "Hap"    Hadl 
and  Don  Velde. 

Seated  on  the  dais  were  Arth  | 
Lesser,  Charles  Todd,  Harold  H€  j 
dee,  Helen  Ferguson,  Ralph  Day,  j 
J.  Elder,  David  Brown,  George  De 
corte,  Charles  Alicoate,  Phil  "W  j 
liams  and  Muriel  Babcock. 

President  Rutgers  Neilson  presid  j 
at  the  luncheon  and  Curtis  Mitch 
was  guest-member  m.c.  Irving  Shi 
rin  headed  the   arrangements   co  ( 
mittee. 


New  Col.  Phone  Number 

Due  to  the  over-crowded  conditio 
of  the  Bryant  telephone  exchanj 
Columbia's  telephone  number  will 
changed  from  Bryant  9-7900  to  Cir 
5-5000  on  Sunday. 


POSITION  WANTED 

Attractive,  intelligent  young  lady 
wishes  position  as  a  clerical  secre- 
tary. Two  years  excellent  references 
in  editorial  talent  and  publicity  de- 
partments of  Motion  Picture  firm. 
Write  FILM  DAILY,  Box  111,  1501 
Broadway,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


RKO  RADIO  PICTURES,  Inc. 

NE\rV  YORK  showing 
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"TUMI  a  HUNTRESS 

PRODUCED      BY     SOL     LESSER 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  18,  at  2:30  P.M. 

RKO   PROJECTION   ROOM,   630   NINTH   AVE.,   NEW   YORK,   N.   Y. 


Los  Angeles - 

4  THEATRES- 
LEADING  THE  CITY! 

e  -  Variety 

New  York  Roxy- 

OUTGROSSING 
13  RUE  MADELEINE ! 

Stamford,  Connecticut - 

A  BOXOFFICE 
TRIUMPH ! 


m ctV-n 


Century-Fox 


There's  always  a  Boom  at  the  Boxoffice  when  you  pi 

'THE  RAZOR'S  EDGE"  •  "THE  LATE  GEORGE  APLEY"  -  "THE  GIST 

'CARNIVAL  IN  COSTA  RICA"  In  Technicolor  •  "THE  HOMESTRETCH"  In  lecnoicolor 


"cf^ 


friday,  March  1,  19^ 


N.  J.  Measure  Okays 
Local  Ticket  Taxes 


(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 
ator  Frank  Farley.    Bill  is  slated  to 
be  hoppered  on  Monday. 

Assemblyman  Mischlich's  bill  pro- 
vides for  referendums  at  a  general 
or  special  election  before  local  laws 
could  be  approved. 

No  maximum  tax  rate  is  specified, 
except  that  such  tax  on  the  sale  of 
tobacco  products  is  limited  to  three 
per  cent.  Alcoholic  beverages  could 
not  be  taxed  under  the  bill,  which 
provides  that  all  taxes  imposed 
would  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  with 
vendors  forbidden  to  absorb  the  levy. 

Taxable  under  the  measure,  in  ad- 
dition to  admission  tickets,  would  be 
hotel  room  rates,  sales  of  drinks  in 
restaurants — including  cover  or  min- 
imum charges  —  and  the  hiring  of 
rolling  or  beach  chairs.  Bill  pro- 
vides for  the  taxing  of  all,  without 
classification  as  to  resident  or  non- 
resident. 


Amusement  Reps  Absent  as  AC 
Businesses  Approve  Tax  BUI 

Atlantic  City — No  amusement  rep- 
resentatives were  present  at  a  "town 
hall"  meeting  where  more  than  100 
business  people  approved  Mayor 
Altman's  proposed  luxury  tax  bill 
which  would  levy  on  amusements  as 
well  as  hotel  rates,  liquor,  and 
tobacco.  A  proposed  five  per  cent 
maximum  was  reduced  to  three  per 
cent  at  the  insistance  of  many  pres- 
ent. 

Mayor  Altman  scored  what  he 
called  "out-of-city  interests"  who 
have  declared  themselves  against  the 
bill  and  mentioned  as  projects  to  be 
carried  out  if  the  bill  is  passed,  a 
high  school  stadium,  renovation  of 
Garden  Pier  and  a  municipal  theater. 


2nd  Run  House  Awarded 
First  Run  Bidding  Rights 

Chicago — Lewis  Philom's  Liberty 
Theater,  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  was 
awarded  right  to  bid  for  M-G-M 
Paramount  and  first-run  pix  for  that 
territory  in  settlement  now  being  ar- 
ranged with  film  distributors.  He 
opened  house  recently  with  second- 
runs.  Attorney  Seymour  Simon  rep- 
resented Liberty  Theater  in  nego- 
tiations and  Myles  Seeley  repre- 
sented film  companies. 


SEDD  B1RTHDAV 
GREETINGS  TO: 


Rose  Slaten 

Claire  Trevor 

Joe   Miller 
C.  H.  Weaver 


Mar.  7 


Mar.  8 


Charles   Baily 


Hal  Hode 

Edgar    B.    Hatrick 

Jerry  Cohen 


Patti  Brill 
Mar.  9 
Margaret  Lee  Marguerite  Chapman 

Jess   Smith  Jimmy  Durante 


J 


u>M  phil  m.  DALY 


A  Reporter's  Report 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Recent  preeming  of  a  pic  out  of  town  was 
so  steeply  priced  that  the  house  reportedly  had  to  be  papered  to  save 
face. ...  •  "One  of  the  basic  attributes  of  a  classic  p.a.  is  the  ability 
to  make  other  people  do  his  work."  writes  Century's  Ed  Schreiber  in 
his  "The  Century  Plant"  column,  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Cir- 
cuit's   Movie   Guide That's   giving   away   a   trade   secret   with   a 

vengeance!  t  !  !  •  Eagle-Lion,  harried  by  insufficient  office  space, 
may  announce  a  change  of  scenery  to  1560  Broadway  sometime  this 
month.  ...  •  The  Army  Air  Forces  is  sending  out  invitations  to  at- 
tend the  ceremony  bestowing  the  Medal  for  Merit  on  Col.  Jack  L.  War- 
ner at  March  Field.  Riverside,  Calif.,  on  March  14 General  of  the 

Army  H.  H.  Arnold  will  make  the  presentation  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent ...  •  Brooklyn  gets  its  first  "art"  house  a  week  from  today, 
when  Century's  Vogue  Theater  inaugurates  a  foreign  film  and  docu- 
mentary policy.  ...  •  Monogram's  first  Allied  Artists  Production,  "It 
Happened  On  Fifth  Avenue,"  will  have  day  and  date  previews  in  28 
Interstate  de-luxers  on  April  1  with  regular  runs  in  the  same  houses 
starting  on  April  19.  .  .  .  •  Dr.  Alexander  Loudon,  Dutch  ambassador 
to  the  U.  S.,  called  formally  last  night  on  Ingrid  Bergman  at  her  Hamp- 
shire House  home  to  express  his  country's  gratitude  for  her  service  to  re- 
lief work  for  Holland 

▼  TV 

•  •  •  THE  NEW  YORK  SUN'S  estimable  H.  L  Phillips  who  has 
been  slamming  the  movies  o'  late  for  their  alleged  relation  to  juvenile 
delinquency,  being  a  fair-minded  columnist,  probably  will  want  to 
preach  a  similar  sermon  to  the  press,  finding  his  text  in  Wally  Folk's 

syndicated  cartoon,  published    in   the   dailies   this  week Cartoon 

depicts  a  youngster  picking  pockets  with  his  mother  and  father,  with 

the  former  remarking.  "Baby  has  my  features,  but  your  hands" 

As  Vincent  Trotta  of  National  Screen  Service   aptly  remarks,   "If   this 

does  not  stress  delinquency  then  I'm  wearing  the  wrong  size  hat 

So Before   any   newspapers   begin   harping   on  the   effect    of   the 

screen  on  delinquency  let  them  first  clean  up  their  own  backyards 
and  front  pages,  too" 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  The  United  Press  reports  from  London  that 
Dowager  Queen  Mary  "braved  rain,  sleet  and  slush"  to  attend  the  Bri- 
tish premiere  of  "Best  Years  of  Our  Lives" Betcha   Her  Majesty 

would  agree,  if  asked,  that  it  was  well  worth  the  effort  ...  •  Wall 
St  reports  some  short  selling  taking  place  in  motion  picture  shares.  .  .  . 

•  Have  you  heard  about  the  strategy  being  resorted  to  by  indie  ex- 
hibs.  in  smaller  towns  when  they  are  pressured  into  making  initial  per- 
centage deals? They're  dating  the  pix  for  mid-week  and  permit- 
ting them  to  virtually  open  cold In  some  instances,  no  advance 

trailer  is  used And  as  for  marquee  billing  and  newspaper  adver- 
tising, you'd  scarcely  know  the  pix  were  in  town.  ...  •  "Chips" 
Rafferty,  Australian  screen  star,  has  returned  down  under  from  Bri- 
tain with  the  secret  of  the  present  success  of  British  pix "British 

films,"  sez  "Chips,"  "are  successful  because  all  the  important  producers 

and  directors  are  under  40  and  many  nearer  30" Ah,   youth — It 

will  be  served! 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  *N'  ENDS:  Warners  have  closed  a  deal  for  the 
film  rights  to  Broadway's  "John  Loves  Mary,"  and  Jerry  Wold  will  pro- 
duce. ...  •  Eagle-Lion  is  holding  firm  to  its  decision  to  release 
"The  Adventuress,"  starring  Deborah  Kerr,  on  March  17,  despite  gratui- 
tous advice  to  delay  it  until  after  Metro  turns  loose  "The  Hucksters,"  In 

which  Miss  Kerr  is  seen  opposite  Clark  Gable "The  Adventuress" 

opens  next  Friday  at  Boston's   Majestic 


Warners  Files  Suit 
On  York  License  Fees 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

recently  appealed  from  in  Pottstow 
Ordinance  set  license  fees  at  oi 
cent  for  each  admission  between  : 
and  26  cents,  and  two  cents  on  ea< 
ticket  sold  for  more  than  26  cent 
Warners  claims  the  amount  requir< 
for  operating  the  State  aIi-!at< 
would  probably  exceed  $5,0Lnrejnm 
ally,  while  the  Strand  license  wou 
cost  over  $1,000  a  year,  plus  a  sim 
lar  fee  for  the  Park.  In  1946  tl 
State  paid  $1,113  for  its  licens 
while  the  Strand  was  billed  for  $41 
Court  ordered  the  Borough  to  sts 
action  on  the  collection  of  the  ne  | 
license  fees,  pending  disposition,  ar 
set  April  14  for  a  hearing. 

Patterson's  Copper  Bill 
Faces  Battle  In  Senate 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ing  for  three  years  the  four-cent  pe  I 
pound  import  duty  on  copper.    Pa  ] 
terson's  bill  was  offered  in  an  effoi  ! 
to  alleviate  the  serious  shortage  c  i 
copper  for  industrial  users  which  ha 
kept  projection  room  supplies  to    i 
minimum    and    was    threatening   tl 
reduce  them  still  further.     In  add 
tion,  it  is  hoped  that  if  the  bill  doe  j 
become  law  it  will  serve  to  retar 
anticipated   further   price   increase 
for  copper  and  copper  products. 

That  the  bill  will  face  strenuou 
opposition  in  the  Senate  was  frankl 
admitted  when  Rep.  John  Murdoc 
of  Arizona  appeared  before  the  Way 
and  Means  Committee  and  admitte 
that  the  Western  Mining  Grou 
would  delay  the  measure  as  long  a 
possible  in  the  Senate.  Since  th 
bill,  when  passed  by  the  House,  mus 
go  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  Senat 
Finance  Committee  of  which  Sen 
Eugene  D.  Milliken  of  Colorado  i 
chairman. 


Goetz  Signs  Montgomery 
To  Exclusive  "U"  Pact 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
as  a  producer  and  director  as  wel 
as  a  star. 

Four  story  properties  are  undei 
consideration  for  Montgomery  an( 
the  first  will  be  announced  within  th< 
next  few  weeks.  Montgomery  has 
been  under  contract  to  M-G-M  sinc< 
1929. 


SICK  LIST 


JESSIE  EVANS  of  the  20th-Fox  exchange 
staff,  Detroit,  suffered  a  fractured  leg 
in  a  fall. 

MRS.  MARY  CROWLEY,  bookkeeper  foi 
Warners,  St.  Louis,  is  confined  to  her  home 
by  illness. 

ALDA  CONNERS,  assistant  booker,  War- 
ners,  St.  Louis,  is  a  patient  at  the  Deacon- 
cess  Hospital. 


e 


*6Say,  Junior,  you've  got  a  hit 
in  this  'Easy  Come,  Easy  Go' 
And  without  Crosby !  99 


66Sure,  I  niwer  missed  him.  Nor 
did  the  bobby-sockers  who 
stood  'mid  sleet  'n  storm  to 
swoon  over  me  at  the  Paramount 
in  the  great  city  of  New  York.  99 


64  Let  me  read  ya  what  the  imminent  critics  say: 
'The  Great  Fitzgerald  on  His  Own  At  Last!'* 
'A  triumph  for  Fitzgerald'!  99** 


^I'll  have  to  see  'Easy  Come, 
Easy  Go'.   Diana  Lynn  and     >., 
Sonny  Tufts  are  favorites  of  mine.  99 


^'Tis  a  fine  young  couple  they  are. 
Which  serves  to  remind  me  of 
what  the  New  York  Post  said: 
'Fitzgerald's  actin'  is  of  rare  calibre'.  99 


^  That's  a  great  build-up  for  our  next 
picture  together — the  one  I  wanted  to 
make  ever  since  'Going  My  Way'.  99 


66Ah,  'Welcome  Stranger'! 
Mark  me  words,  'twill  be  a 
terrific  hit  — in  spite  of 
a  certain  party  —  seeing  that 
it's  got  'huge  and  satisfyin'  gobs 
of  Barry  Fitzgerald',  jist 
like  th'  New  York  Mirror 


*NEW  YORK   PM 
**DAILY  VARIETY 


'i&rri/  Wzgerald  ^onn^fts  fVtind  U\m 


tith 
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DICK  FORAN-FRANK  McHUGH-ALLEN  JENKINS-JOHN  LITELARTHUR  SHIELDS-FRANK  FAYLEN 

Produced  by  Kenneth  MacGowan  •  Directed  by  JOHN  FARROW 
Screen  Play  by  Francis  Edward  Paragon,  John  McNulty  and  Anne  FroeJick  •  Based  on  sketches  by  John  McNulty 
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Now  on  the  Presses 
OUT  SOON 

INFORMATION 

covering  every  phase  on  Mo- 
tion Pictures  will  be  found 
within  its  covers. 

Soon  Ready  for 
Distribution  to  All 
Subscribers     of  — 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501    Broadway 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


in  new  inousTRV  posts 


MILTON  LONDON,  manager,  Mldtown  Thtatar, 
Detroit. 

FRANK  McCANN,  manager.  East  Sid*  Theoter, 
Detroit. 

SAM  GREEN,  general  manager,  Korman  The- 
aters  circuit,    Detroit,    and   Cleveland. 

HAROLD  J.  SMITH,  from  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice, Indianapolis,  to  sales  Film  Classics 
sales  staff. 

KEITH   BAIN,  RKO  publicity  staff,  Chicago. 

ROBERT  MARHENKE,  manager,  Hiway  Theater, 
Middle   River,   Md. 

JOHN  G.  VOLZ,  assistant  publicity  director. 
Hippodrome,  and  also  manager,  the  Little, 
Baltimore. 

HERBERT  GAINES,  from  Warner  home  office, 
to  assistant   booker,   Indianapolis. 

THOMAS  L.  HYDE,  manager,  Florida  theater, 
Vero  Beach,  Fla. 

OWEN  CARLSON,  manager,  Madison  Theater, 
Madison,  Wis. 

MERRILL  FEE,  manager  of  the  Campus  and 
Ripon,  Ripon,  Wis. 

B.  H.  GERMAIN,  manager  of  the  Brin,  Menasha, 
Wis. 

ED  BENJAMIN,  salesman.  National  Screen  Ser- 
vice,  Minneapolis. 


DONALD  ANDERSON,  shipper  at  M-G-M,  Min- 
neapolis. 

PAUL  FINE,  bookers'  clerk  at  Columbia,  Min- 
neapolis. 

GEORGE  MANSFIELD,  assistant  manager,  Loew's 
State,   Syracuse,   N.  Y. 

ROBERT  SHUGARS,  head  shipper,  Clark  Film, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

MIKE  CODSHAW,  sales  department  UA,  Chica- 
go, III. 

PETER  BATHORY,  RKO  exploiteer,  Portland, 
Ore. 

DON  McGREGOR,  RKO  exploiteer,  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

PAUL  LEATHERBY,  Columbia  exchange  sales- 
man, Des  Moines,  la. 

OSCAR  GALANTER,  Columbia  head  booker,  Des 
Moines,  la. 

ARNOLD  SHARTIN,  assistant  booker,  Columbia, 
Des  Moines,  la. 

J.  McGOVERN,  assistant  manager.  Community 
Theater,   Queens,    N.   Y. 

H.  CHERNEY,  assistant  manager.  Town  The- 
ater,  Flushing,   N.   Y. 

M.  SPECTOR,  assistant  manager.  Bliss  The- 
ater,  Long    Island   City,    N.   Y. 

G.  McDONALD,  assistant  manager,  43rd  St. 
Theater,  Long  Island  City,  N.  Y. 


Name  Dunn  Assistant 
Sales  Head  for  PRC 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
him  in  Shanghai  at  the  time  of  the 
Jap  occupation. 

Dunn  joined  PRC  early  this  year 
following  a  long  hospitalization  and 
a  stay  in  Florida. 


Oklahoma  Theaters  War 
On  City  Tax  Measure 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ties  had  attended  an  off-the-record 
meeting  here  Wednesday  to  organize 
a  campaign  against  the  bill.  Local 
newspapers  did  not  carry  the  story. 

The  bill  was  submitted  to  the  Sen- 
ate calendar  last  week  by  Sens. 
Arthur  Price,  Tulsa  Republican,  and 
Robert  Burns,  Oklahoma  City  Demo- 
crat. 

Akers  contended  that  the  bill  was 
in  direct  opposition  to  Gov.  Roy  J. 
Turner's  stand  against  raising  taxes. 
He  also  pointed  the  way  for  the  ex- 
hibitors to  make  a  trade  with  their 
individual  representatives  in  the 
State  Assembly.  The  group  agreed, 
Akers  said,  to  advocate  heavier  ad 
valorem  taxes  on  property  as  an 
alternative  to  the  tax  extending  bill. 
A  bill  seeking  to  strengthen  ad 
valorem  levies  was  outlined  to  the 
group  by  E.  J.  "Chuck"  O'Connors, 
representative  of  Associated  Indus- 
tries of  Oklahoma. 

Other  talks  were  made  by  Ralph 
Talbot,  Tulsa  exhibitor,  and  John 
Giffin,  a  manager  from  Miami,  this 
state. 


RKO  Five  in  R.  C.  Title  Meet 

RKO  Radio's  basketball  team  will 
meet  the  Campbell  Ewald  five  to- 
night in  a  match  to  decide  the  cham- 
pionship of  the  Rockefeller  Center 
League.  Game  time  is  6:30  in  the 
gymnasium  on  the  fourth  floor  of 
I  the  Eastern  Airlines  Building. 


Fears  Tax  Will  Slow 
On  City  Tax  Measure 

Chicago  —  Pointing  out  that  the 
Federal  excise  tax  rate  on  photo- 
graphic equipment  approved  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  now 
awaiting  Senate  action,  is  the  high- 
est manufacturer's  excise  rate  to  be 
imposed  on  any  industry,  J.  H.  Mc- 
Nabb,  president  of  Bell  &  Howell,  has 
written  to  Sen.  Eugene  Milliken, 
chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee, to  protest  the  measure. 

Rates  paid  by  other  industries, 
McNabb  said,  average  about  10  per 
cent.  He  fears  that  with  increased 
costs  of  labor  and  materials  already 
pushing  photographic  materials 
costs  far  above  normal  price  levels, 
the  15  to  25  per  cent  rate  approved 
by  the  House  will  result  in  a  partial 
paralysis  of  the  photographic  busi- 
ness, due  to  an  expected  refusal  of 
the  public  to  pay  the  high  prices. 

McNabb  cites  the  fact  that  more 
than  60  per  cent  of  all  photographic 
goods  manufactured  are  for  use  by 
schools,  churches  and  industry,  and 
that  photography  is  no  longer  a  lux- 
ury. He  also  noted  that  thousands 
of  new  stores  opened  by  veterans  all 
over  the  country,  as  well  as  previ- 
ously established  dealers,  are  re- 
porting concern  over  the  consumer's 
reluctance  to  pay  the  tax  rates. 

McNabb  requests  Senate  action  to 
eliminate  the  photographic  excise 
tax  or  to  reduce  to  a  maximum  of  10 
per  cent. 

Rites  for  Mel  De  Lay 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Funeral  services  were 
held  at  Forest  Lawn  for  Mel  De  Lay, 
associate  producer  for  Sam  Katzman, 
who  died  from  a  heart  attack  at 
Bonelli's  Ranch,  Saugus,  while  film- 
ing location  scenes  for  the  Columbia 
serial,  "The  Vigilante." 


Urge  R(  Meeting  on 
Allocation  Method 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIV. 

Hollywood  —  Urging  the  Centi 
Committee  of  the  Red  Cross  to  me 
with  representatives  of  the  Perma 
ent  Charities  Committee  to  work  o 
a  method  under  which  the  Red  Cro 
can  accept  future  allocations,  t  j 
PCC  has  forwarded  a  factum  * "sto 
of  the  industry's  contribtJreihs 
each  of  the  18  Central  commits 
men.  Red  Cross  committee  Mond 
meets  in  Washington. 

Edward  Arnold,  executive  vu* 
president  of  PCC,  stated  that  "It 
our  hope  that  this  documentary  da 
.  .  .  will  bring  the  Red  Cross  coi 
mittee  a  new  understanding  of  t.l 
film  industry's  complex  charity  pre 
lems  and  its  need  for  one  single  a 
nual  campaign." 

Arnold  noted  that  the  single  ca: 
paigns   have   raised  more  money 
proportion  to  local   goals  than  w 
the    case     in     separate     campaig, 
formerly   conducted  for   RC.    Do< 
ment   confirms   PCC   willingness    I 
evolve  a  plan  for  the  distribution 
Red  Cross  membership  cards  to  in 
vidual  donors. 


Hoover  Named  Barker  of 
New  Miami  Variety  Club 

Miami — George  Hoover,  area  g' 
eral    manager    of   Paramount   T] 
aters,   was   elected  chief   barker 
the  proposed  Variety  Club  of  Grea 
Miami,  at  a  luncheon  addressed 
Mark  Wolf,  chief  dough  guy  of  ^ 
riety     Clubs     International.      D 
Sachsel,  theater  and  hotel  operat 
who  has  been  the  prime  mover  i 
the  organization  of  a  Variety  CI 
here,  was    named   second   assist*  i 
barker. 

Al    Weiss    was    elected    propei 
master;   Sidney  Meyer,  dough  gi  I 
and  Arthur  Schwartz,  fixer.    A  si 
show   committee,    appointed   'to  <] 
ganize  a  dinner  to  be   attended 
amusement,  civic  and  newspaper  o 
cials,  includes  Herb  Elisburg,  cha 
man;  Sonny  Shepard,  Schwartz,  R<  j 
Jefferson  and  Weiss. 


Davie  Succeeds  Jones 
For  RKO  in  Vancouver 


Vancouver,  B.  C. — Bill  Jones,  me\ 
ager  of  the  RKO  exchange  for  t 
past  19  years,  will  retire  tomorrc 
Jimmy  Davie,  booker,  will  succeed^1 


Toronto  Star  Ad  Space 
Trimmed  to  600  Lines 

Toronto  —  With  all  local  news- 
papers feeling  the  newsprint  pinch 
the  Daily  Star  has  once  again  ra- 
tioned theater  advertisements  to  600 
lines  daily.  Star  has  been  forced  to 
refuse  more  than  100  columns  of 
display  advertising  weekly.  Exhibitors 
fear  other  Toronto  papers  may  be 
forced   to  similar  action. 


Jay,  March  7,  1947 


Iden  in  16mm. 
rid-Wide  Survey 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

»ad,  it  was  understood.  Increased 
ance  of  American  companies  in 
16  mm.  field  prompted  the  world 
'ey. 

olden  has  the  full  backing  of  the 
;e  n»partment  in  the  project,  it 
£=$ed. 

She'— avey  will   include   a   study 

j:iexisting   theaters,   areas,   where 

iters  might  be  constructed;  sur- 

of  existing  demand  for  16  mm. 

I  and  areas  where  an  interest  in 

I  field  may  be  developed;   also  a 
ipilation  of  any  restrictions  on  16 

. .  films,  including  censorship  prob- 
is  and  import  duties. 

ilso  expected  to  be  probed  is  the 
?ly  of  16  mm.  projectors  abroad. 
;e  and  Commerce  Departments  in 
past  have  reported  a  heavy  de- 
for  16  mm.  projectors  abroad. 


pet  Kramer  SRO  Board 
lairman,  Exec.  Vee-pee 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Marx,  until  recently  was  a  mem- 
of  the  UA  board,  representing 
rrid  0.  Selznick. 
Iramer  succeeds  Ernest  L.  Scan- 
executive  vice-president  of  Van- 
,rd   Films,   Inc.   as    SRO's    board 
irman,  since  headquarters  of  SRO 
[1  be  in  New  York.    Scanlon,  who 
bains  on  the  SRO  board,  will  de- 
se  himself  principally  to  the  fiscal 
airs  of  Vanguard  Films,  Inc.  The 
^mer   law   firm   will   continue   to 
resent   the    Selznick    interests   in 
p  York  City. 

"'he  SRO  board  now  includes  Selz- 
t,  Daniel  T.  O'Shea,  Scanlon, 
;.new  and  Kramer. 

f 

mcel  "Cynthia"  Showing 

jH-G-M  has  cancelled  the  national 
deshowing  date  for  "Cynthia's 
Jret"  scheduled  for  March  11.  A 
h  title  and  tradeshowing  date  will 
t,  announced  for  the  picture  within 
next  few  days.  "High  Barbaree," 
rring  Van  Johnson  and  June 
yson,  also  scheduled  for  March  11 
deshowing,  will  be  screened  as 
finally  planned. 


UEDDinG  BELLS 


I —  — 

i  Cardas-Martin 

Jest  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

•jlollywood — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spyros 
ijCardas  announce  the  engagement 
'  their  daughter,  Margaret  Rita,  to 
;ward  John  Martin  of  St.  Louis, 
; '».  Marriage  will  take  place  May  3. 
;rdas  is  manager  of  Loew's  State 
IN- 

Hughes-Armstrong 
!  Vancouver,  B.  C. — Jack  Armstrong, 
mager  of  the  Odeon-Paradise  The- 
ir, and  Eda  Hughes  of  Odeon  head 
sice  staff,  are  engaged. 


REVIEWS  Of  DEIV  FILRIS 


"Framed" 

with  Glenn  Ford,  Janis  Carter 
Columbia  82  Mins. 

NEATLY  PACKAGED  MELODRAMA, 
SHARPLY  SET  OFF  BY  ROLES  OF  FORD, 
MISS  CARTER,  WILL  STAND  ALONE  AND 
SEND  'EM  AWAY  CONTENT. 

"Framed"  starts  on  a  violent  note  of  ac- 
tion, maintains  mounting  suspense  most  of 
the  ensuing  time  and  at  length  clicks  home 
without  once  getting  sloppily  romantic  and 
soft  in  the  dramatic  structure. 

Glenn  Ford  is  well  cast.  He  is  the  way 
they  want  to  see  him.  Miss  Carter  is  very 
easy  on  the  optics,  should  attract  notice 
via  this  performance  and  holds  convincingly 
throughout  her  performance.  Barry  Sullivan 
is  the  third  corner  to  good  effect  and 
Edgar  Buchanan  and  Karen  Morley  supply 
fine  characterizations. 

A  floating  mining  engineer  with  an  in- 
clination for  the  bottle,  Ford  hits  a  small 
town  driving  a  truck  which  collides  with 
Buchanan's  lighter  job.  He  pays  the  dam- 
ages. Later,  the  police,  investigating,  arrest 
Ford.  Miss  Carter  goes  his  bail.  Ford  gets 
plastered,  comes  to  in  a  boarding  house, 
learns  Miss  Carter  has  paid  all.  He  takes 
off,  meets  Buchanan  again  and  is  hired  to 
work  on  a  silver  claim  that  looks  good. 
Miss  Carter  learns  of  this.  She  and  Sulli- 
van have  been  looking  for  a  type  of  Ford's 
size.  They  have  a  dirty  plot  up  their 
sleeves  and  $250  000  in  a  safe  deposit  box, 
gypped  funds  from  Sullivan's  bank  which 
they  plan  to  make  off  with  once  they  can 
plant  a  body  —  meaning  Ford's  body.  To 
the  pair,  Ford  is  a  hunk  of  man  meat 
that  resembles  Sullivan.  It  is  to  look  like 
suicide  when  the  bank  examiners  start  ex- 
amining. 

A  bit  of  passion  ensues  between  Miss 
Carter  and  Ford.  This  is  part  of  the  game. 
The  bank  looks  into  Buchanan's  application 
for  a  loan.  It  requires  investigation.  Miss 
Carter,  Sullivan  and  Ford  go  a-looking. 
What  transpires  after  that  would  be  giv- 
ing the  pitch  away. 

Richard  Wallace  has  contributed  sound 
direction  to  the  telling  and  it  measures  as 
a   good   presentation  all  the   way  through. 

CAST:  Glenn  Ford,  Janis  Carter,  Barry  Sulli- 
van, Edgar  Buchanan,  Karen  Morley,  Jim  Ban- 
"on,  Sid  Tomack,  Barbara  Wooddell,  Paul  E. 
Burns. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jules  Schermer;  Director, 
Richard  Wallace;  Screenplay  by  Ben  Maddow; 
Story  by  Jack  Patrick;  Cameraman,  Burnett 
Guffey;  Film  Editor,  Richard  Fantl;  Art  Di- 
rection, Stephen  Goosson,  Carl  Anderson;  Set 
Decorators,  Wilbur  Menefee,  Sidney  Clifford, 
Fay  Babcock;  Sound,  George  Cooper;  Assistant 
Director,  Herman  Webber;  Musical  Score,  Marlin 
Skiles;   Musical  Direction,   M.  W.  Stoloff. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
First   Rate. 

Maiors  to  Participate 
In  Belgian  Film  Fete 

Brussels  (By  Wireless) — Belgian 
press  yesterday  reacted  with  high 
enthusiasm  to  announcement  of  par- 
ticipation by  eight  major  American 
film  companies  in  the  forthcoming 
Belgian  Film  Festival  which  will  run 
throughout  June. 

Announcement  was  made  by  Mrs. 
Lapinere  G.  Ascarelli  of  the  West- 
reich  organization  who  arranged  yes- 
terday's meeting  attended  by  film 
press  representatives,  foreign  man- 
agers, and  publicity  directors.  Firms 
to  be  represented  in  the  Festival  are 
members  of  the  MPAA. 


'Fall  Guy' 


with  Clifford   Penn,   Robert  Armstrong  and 

Teala  Loring 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Monogram  64  Mins. 

EFFECTIVELY  DIRECTED  MELODRAMA 
HIGHLIGHTED  BY  WORK  OF  CLIFFORD 
PENN,  NEW  "FIND." 

This  offering,  which  marks  Walter 
Mirisch's  bow  as  a  producer,  is  highlighted 
by  the  work  of  Clifford  Penn,  a  young  ac- 
tor who  was  discovered  at  the  Actors  Lab- 
oratory Theater  in  Hollywood.  Reginald  Le- 
Borg  did  an  effective  job  of  directing. 

Robert  Armstrong  and  Teala  Loring  are 
co-starred  with  Penn  and  do  good  work, 
with  Elisha  Cook,  Jr.,  Douglas  Fowley,  Charles 
Arnt,  Virginia  Dale,  Iris  Adrian,  Christian 
Rub  and  John  Harmon  filling  supporting 
parts. 

Penn  is  drugged  at  a  party  and  when  he 
awakens,  finds  the  dead  body  of  a  girl 
in  a  closet.  Believing  he  may  have  slain 
her,  he  rushes  to  his  brother-in-law,  Arm- 
strong, a  detective,  for  advice. 

Teala  Loring,  Penn's  sweetheart,  whose 
guardian  is  Charles  Arnt,  believes  in  his 
innocence  and  stands  by  him.  Armstrong 
and  Penn  find  Cook,  Jr.,  who  had  taken 
Clifford  to  the  party. 

Arnt  is  finally  run  down  as  the  murderer 
and  he  confesses  he  killed  the  girl,  because 
she  had  been  blackmailing  him. 

CAST:  Clifford  Penn,  Robert  Armstrong,  Teala 
Loring,  Elisha  Cook,  Jr.,  Douglas  Fowley,  Charles 
Arnt,  Virginia  Dale,  Iris  Adrian,  Jack  Overman, 
John  Harmon,  Christian  Rub,  Bob  Carleton, 
Harry  Strang,  John  Bleifer,  Lou  Lubin,  George 
Backus. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Walter  M.  Mirisch;  Di- 
rector, Reginald  Le  Borg;  Screenplay,  Jerry  War- 
ner; Additional  dialogue  by  John  O'Dea;  Based 
on  the  published  story  "Cocaine"  by  Cornell 
Woolrich;  Cameraman,  Mack  Stengler,  ASC; 
Production  Manager,  Wm.  Calihan,  Jr.;  Editor, 
Musical    Director,     Edward     J. 


William    Austin 
Kav. 

DIRECTION,    Good 


PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Ind.  House  Calls  for 
Voluntary  Censorship 

Indianapolis — Proposed  legislation 
that  would  establish  county  censor- 
ship of  entertainment  tending  to 
glamorize  crime  has  been  tempor- 
arily nixed  by  the  House  Public 
Morals  Committee. 

As  a  substitute  the  House  has 
adopted  a  resolution  asking  for  vol- 
untary censorship  by  motion  pic- 
tures, radio  and  newspapers. 

The  resolution  pointed  out  that 
the  legislature  would  prefer  co-op- 
eration by  the  mediums  reaching  a 
juvenile  audience  rather  than  be 
forced  to  pass  restrictive  legislation. 

Copies  of  the  statement  will  be 
sent  to  each  movie  distributor  in 
Indiana,  to  the  MPAA,  FCC  and  all 
radio  stations  and  newspapers  in  the 
state. 


Eastern  Pa.  Allied  to 
Meet  in  Philly  Monday 


Philadelphia  —  Allied  Independent 
Theater  Owners  of  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania will  hold  another  general  mem- 
bership meeting  Monday  at  the 
Broadway  Hotel  to  discuss  how  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  film  will  be  affected 
by  the  various  court  tangles. 
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Dewey  Forces  To  Seek 
Quick  Tax  Plan  Vote 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
generally  was  bitter  in  its  condem- 
nation of  the  Dewey  program's  pro- 
vision for  the  imposition  of  a  muni- 
cipal ticket  tax  up  to  five  per  cent. 
Brock  Pemberton,  president  of  the 
League  of  New  York  Theaters,  sug- 
gested that  it  might  be  well  to  close 
the  legit,  houses  "to  decide  once  and 
for  all  whether  the  theater  is  a 
luxury  or  a  necessity." 

Sole  strategy  move  revealed  by  a 
spokesman  last  night  in  the  wake 
of  the  circuit  operators'  conference 
at  the   Century   Circuit  home   office 

Threat  of  a  theater  admissions  tax 
in  Westchester  County  and  in  the 
City  of  Yonkers  was  sharply  dimin- 
ished when  Yonkers'  Controller 
Thomas  Kennedy  told  THE  FILM 
DAILY  yesterday,  "A  two  per  cent 
sales  tax  would  be  sufficient  to  take 
care  of  the  City's  needs." 

was  that  a  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  the  case  against 
theater  taxes  and  would  attempt  to 
secure  a  hearing  before  the  Senate 
Finance  Committee. 

Si  H.  Fabian,  president  of  the 
American  Theaters  Association,  pre- 
sented what  perhaps  may  be  the 
basis  of  the  exhibitors  opposition  to 
the  legislation  in  a  letter  to  Sen. 
Austin  W.  Erwin,  who  in  response  to 
a  telegram  from  Fabian  last  week, 
had  asked  the  ATA  head  what  meth- 
ods he  would  suggest  to  pay  the 
bonus.  Erwin's  reference  to  "bonus" 
indicated  a  confusion  in  legislative 
circles  since  the  Governor  had  stated 
that  revenue  derived  from  amuse- 
ment taxes  should  be  marked  for  ed- 
ucational purposes. 

Fabian  maintained  in  his  letter 
that  the  suggested  levy  was  unfair 
for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  It  is  discriminatory,  since 
theaters  would  be  bearing  a 
higher  taxation  burden  than 
other  businesses.  Theaters  al- 
ready are  subject  to  a  special 
Federal  tax  of  20  per  cent. 

2.  The  proposed  levy  does  what 
is  not  politically  feasible  to  do 
directly  —  tax  people  of  small 
income  and  children  who  con- 
stitute the  major  portion  of  the 
motion  picture  audience.  The 
bulk  of  theater  attendance  is  not 
from  the  country  club  or  bridge- 
playing  set.  Thirty  million  chil- 
dren attend   movies  each  week. 

3.  Motion  picture  theaters  are 


Would  Tell  Patrons 
Who  Gets  Chech  Tips 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  A  bill  requiring 
amusement  places  to  post  notices  to 
patrons  whenever  tips  for  cloak- 
checking  are  turned  over  to  a  con- 
cessionaire, and  not  held  by  the 
employe  receiving  them,  was  intro- 
duced in  the  House  by  Rep.  Albert 
E.   Beech. 


REVIEWS  Of  SHORT  SUBJECTS 


"Bill  Bailey  and  the  Four  Pillars" 

American  Bankers  Ass'n        18  Mins. 

The  basic  philosophy  that  there 
are  "four  crops  for  four  seasons," 
which  J.  P.  McEvoy  stressed  in  his 
Reader's  Digest  story,  is  the  guiding 
motif  for  the  production  filmed  in 
Clarksville,  Tenn.,  by  the  Emerson 
Yorke  Studio.  C.  W.  "Bill"  Bailey, 
now  president  of  the  American  Bank- 
ers Ass'n,  was  the  driving  force  be- 
hind the  rotating  crop  theme  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  which  has  been 
highly  successful,  and  which  is  held 
as  an  example  of  development  and 
maintenance  of  our  economic  system. 
Factual  and  interesting,  it  should 
appeal  especially  to  those  who  might 
be  able  to  foster  the  development  of 
this  rotation  scheme. 


"Air-Borne  Pastures" 

Paramount  11  Mins. 

Interesting 

In  the  Hopi  Indian  country  of 
Northern  Arizona  airplanes  are  be- 
ing used  to  scatter  a  hardy,  newly- 
developed,  scientifically-treated  grass 
seed  over  the  arid  countryside.  The 
largest  Karakul,  or  Persian  Lamb, 
herd  in  America  now  grazes  in  Cali- 
fornia, as  a  result  of  scientific 
studies  of  Russia's  Karakul  Valley. 
Ultra-modern  kitchen  utensils  that 
aid  in  the  preparation  and  service  of 
food  and  cut  hours  of  tedious  work 
are  also  presented  in  this  Popular 
Science  issue  which  is  educational  as 
well  as  interesting. 


"Years"  Pittsburgh  Date 
Demonstrates  New  Policy 


Pittsburgh  —  Opening  of  Samuel 
Goldwyn's  "The  Best  Years  of  Our 
Lives"  at  the  Fulton  Theater,  served 
to  demonstrate  a  new  exhibition 
policy.  Under  the  plan,  the  theater 
and  two  department  stores  handled 
ticket  sales  under  a  policy  which 
limited  tickets  sold  for  each  of  four 
daily  performances  to  the  number  of 
seats  in  the  Fulton.  No  individual 
seats  are  reserved. 

Policy's  advantages  include  the 
making  of  an  event  of  picture  going, 
setting  the  mental  frame  and  the 
breaking  down  of  resistance  to  ad- 
vanced prices  required  for  big  pic- 
pictures  like  "Best  Years."  Managing 
Director  John  Walsh's  staff  handled 
audience  turnovers  smoothly  and 
without  hitches. 


Rheiner  "Hall"  Supervisor 

Recent  review  of  "Carnegie  Hall" 
in  The  Film  Daily  inadvertently 
neglected  to  mention  the  name  of 
Samuel  Rheiner  who  was  connected 
with  the  film  as  production  super- 
visor. 


not  a  luxury   or  a   "near  vice" 
like  racetracks  and  night  clubs 
and  should  not  be  classified  as 
such.  Films  are  a  medium  of  en- 
tertainment, information  and  ed- 
ucation   and    police    authorities 
have  found  an  increase  in  juve- 
nile delinquency  in  areas  where 
good    motion   picture   entertain- 
ment is  not  available. 
"The    theater    should    be    classed 
with   the   newspaper,    the   magazine 
and    the    radio,"    Fabian    said.     "It 
should  be  encouraged  and  not  pen- 
alized by  emasculating  taxation." 

Among  those  who  attended  the 
meeting  yesterday  were  Robert  W. 
Coyne,  Fred  Schwartz,  Joseph  R. 
Vogel,  William  Brandt,  Malcolm 
Kingsberg,  Gen.  Rodney  E.  Smith 
and  Morton  Sunshine. 


Buffalo  Trend  of  Opinion 
Leans  Toward  Ticket  Levy 

Buffalo — If  the  opinion  of  depart- 
ment store  heads,  bankers,  and  prom- 
inent Buffaloians  means  anything  it 


Appelate  Division  Upholds 
State  Ban  on  'Amok'  Exhib. 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

tributed  by  Distinguished  Films, 
Inc.  of  New  York  City. 

The  distributor  attacked  the  con- 
stitutionality of  New  York  film  cen- 
sorship in  taking  the  case  to  the 
court  after  the  Educational  Dept., 
Division  of  Motion  Pictures  had  re- 
fused a  state  seal  and  license  for  the 
picture. 

A  Regents  spokesman,  who  said 
film  had  been  found  to  be  "related 
entirely  to  abortion,"  said  the  de- 
cision to  refuse  a  license  was  within 
the  education  laws  ban  on  films  held 
to  be  "indecent  and  immoral"  and 
tending  to  "corrupt  morals  and  in- 
cite to  crime." 

It  was  reported  here  last  night 
that  Distinguished  Films  probably 
would  carry  the  fight,  to  the  State 
Court  of  Appeals. 


is  entirely  possible  that  this  city  may 
impose  an  admission  tax  to  raise 
additional  revenue. 

As  yet  there  has  been  no  official 
announcement  by  Mayor  Bernard  J. 
Dowd  on  this  matter.  The  same  is 
true  of  Erie  County.  For  several 
days  earlier  this  week,  however,  the 
Buffalo  Courier  Express  carried 
statements  by  outstanding  civic  lead- 
ers on  the  question  of  type  of  tax 
to  be  imposed. 

Most  are  opposed  to  the  sales  tax 
and  without  saying  so  left  readers 
with  the  impression  that  an  amuse- 
ment tax  would  be  better. 


Albany  Officials  Uncertain 
On  Admissions  Tax  Policy 

Albany — Mayor  Erastus  Corning 
II  of  Albany,  yesterday  declined 
comment  on  the  Dewey  tax  proposals 
until  he  has  had  time  to  study  the 
situation.  Moneys  to  take  care  of 
$300  raise  for  teachers  were  pro- 
vided in  the  city's  regular  budget. 

It  is  not  believed  that  Albany  city 
in  any  event  would  impose  a  tax  on 
children's  admissions. 

Albany  county  officials  reaction  to 
the  admissions  tax  provision  in  the 
Dewey  program  had  not  crystalized 
as  yet  last  night. 


Fight  Looming  Over 
Copyright  Agreeme 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

objections.    Although  the  report 

held  up,   State  Department  offici 

now   state   that   industry  comme 

and   objections   "probably"   will  i 

be  included.  L 

uree 
Because  of  this,  the  fight  ^ver  ; 

proval    of    the    agreement    will 

taken  to  the  Senate  Committee, 

dustry  spokesmen  said.    The  agr 

ment  is  in  the  form  of  a  treaty,  a 

therefore  must  receive  the  appro- 

of  the  Senate. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  learned  that  I 
American  Bar  Association  has  s< 
conflicting  recommendations  on  ' 
agreement  back  to  two  ABA  co 
mittees. 

The  Association's  copyright  co 
mittee  recommended  that  ABA  d 
approve  the  agreement,  while  1 
section  on  international  law  asi 
that  the  copyright  agreement 
approved. 

Following    these     conflicting 
ports,    ABA's    House    of    Delega 
voted  to  send  the  reports  back  to  t 
two  committees  for  further  study 

In  general,  such  trade  organ:: 
tions  as  MPAA  and  NAB  have  ( 
posed  many  provisions  of  the  agr* 
ment,  while  groups  representing  co 
posers  and  authors  have  favored  ( 
agreement. 

Because  of  the  industry  and  tra 
split  over  the  agreement,  there  v, 
little  doubt  that  a  wide-open  fig 
will  develop  before  the  Senate  Co 
mittee. 

Best  guess  now  is  that  the  St; 
Department  will  not  send  the  agr< 
menjt,  together  with  its  report, 
the  Senate  for  at  least  two  wee' 
Because  of  the  predicted  squabl 
over  the  agreement,  Senate  acti 
may  not  be  taken  for  an  additioi 
length  of  time.  Lf  any  changes  i 
made  in  the  agreement  there  will 
a  further  delay  in  its  effective  df 
because  it  then  must  be  re-examir 
by  the  signatory  nations. 

The    agreement    was    signed    Is 
year  by  21  American  Republics, 
eluding  the  United  States. 


In  Budapest  They 
Brownout,  But  Good 

Budapest  (By  Air  Mail) — A  drown- 
out  on  a  drownout  occurred  here 
during  first  showing  of  "Casablanca" 
at  the  Varosi  Szinhaz  Theater.  So 
vehement  is  the  local  populace  about 
Nazis  that  they  demonstrated.  In 
the  film  a  sequence  shows  Germans 
singing  "Die  Wacht  Am  Rhine."  Im- 
mediately Frenchmen  drown  out  the 
Germans  with  "La  Marseillaise."  In 
Budapest  both  were  drowned  out. 
Projectionist  had  to  stop  the  show, 
rewind  the  film,  pray  for  no  more 
drowning  out.  Sentiment,  according 
to  Nicholas  Palugyay,  MPEA  rep., 
is  typical. 
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Victor  Brings  Out  New  16  mm.  Sound  Projector 


improved  Design,  Perform- 
ance and  Economy  Feature 
Model  "60,"  Asserts  Rose 


Davenport,  la.  —  Termed  a  great 
mprovement  in  the  design,  perform- 
ance and  economy  of  16  mm.  sound 
notion  picture  projectors,  the  new 
l/ictor  Model  "60"  has  been  an- 
nounced by  President  S.  G.  Rose,  of 
ffictor  Animatograph. 

The   new   projector    is    housed    in 
;  treamlined,     aluminum    cases     and 
ontains  many  mechanical  improve- 
ments.  It  is  a  multiple-purpose  unit 
'  or  use  with  either  sound  or  silent 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


[elotex  Develops 
New  Wall  Material 


Chicago — The  Celotex  Co.  reports 
|he  development  of  a  new  wall  ma- 
terial, Cemesto,  to  be  used  for  the 

,  onstruction  of  smaller  buildings. 
J,he  new  material  consists  of  fiber 
nsulation  board  covered  on  both 
:ides  with  cement  asbestos.  The 
'hickness  of  Cemesto  varies  from  one 

(Continued  on   Page  4) 


lartin,  Kelly,  Sadowsky 
leceive  RCA  Promotions 


Announcement  of  three  promotions 
n  the  equipment  sales  section  of  the 
ICA  tube  department,  RCA  Victor 
Hvision,  Harrison,  N.  J.,  has  been 
nade  by  L.  S.  Thees,  manager  of 
quipment  sales. 

Louis  Martin,  formerly  supervisor 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Holler  Diffusion  Lens 
Obviates  Light  Change 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — A  supplementary  vari- 
able diffusion  lens  which  obviates 
change  of  set  lighting  between  close- 
ups  and  long  shots  is  being  used  by 
Ernest  Haller,  ASC,  on  Warners'  sets. 
Haller,  who  in  1920  invented  the 
method  of  diffusion  now  in  general 
use,  had  the  new  lens  made  to  his 
specifications  by  Mitchell  Camera  Co. 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


Construction  Costs  Higher, 
With  Present  Price  Range 
Said  $190,000  to  $260,000 


CHELDON  THEATER  SUPPLY  of  Dayton 
**  has  been  appointed  DeVry  distributor  for 
the  entire  DeVry  theater  equipment  line  in 
Ohio.  .  .  .  Sheldon  is  headed  by  Stewart 
Sheldon,  formerly  in  charge  of  DeVry  sales 
for  the  Dayton  Film,  Inc.  ...  •  Ampro 
recently  awarded  five-year  service  pins  to 
nearly  70  employes  of  its  Chicago  plan, 
President  Axel  Monson  making  the  presen- 
tations. ...  •  New  York  State  Indus- 
trial Code  rules  relating  to  the  protection  of 
persons  employed  in  the  construction  and 
demolition  industries  will  be  modernized  in 
anticipation  of  a  marked  expansion  in  build- 
ing activities  in  the  State.  ...  •  The 
Milwaukee  Journal  has  purchased  complete 


RCA  tele  studio  and  broadcasting  equipment 
for  its  Station  WTMJ.  .  .  . 

"THE  CPA  has  approved  plans  for  the 
*  construction  of  a  second  floor  to  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Cine  Supply 
Co.  of  St.  Louis.  .  .  .  Added  space,  ac- 
cording to  Prexy  Lou  Walters,  will  be 
given  over  to  display  rooms,  conference 
quarters  and  storage  facilities.  .  .  . 
O  The  Celotex  Co.  has  made  recent  in- 
stallations in  the  Orpheum  Theater, 
Akron.  O.;  State  Theater,  Cincinnati,  O.; 
McClellan  Theater,  Georgetown,  Colo.; 
Ripley  Theater,  Ripley,  Tenn.;  Regent 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Leases  New 
N.  J.  Theater 


Altec  Installs  40 
'Yoke  of  the  Theater' 


Harry  Brandt,  has  inked  21-year 
lease  with  Chestnut  Manor,  Inc.,  for 
a  1,200-seater  the  latter  will  put  up 
at  1000  Stuyvesant  Ave.,  Union  Cen- 
ter, Union,  N.  J.,  in  the  Spring.  Deal 
which  was  arranged  through  Berk 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Forty  new  installations  of  Voice 
of  the  Theater  loudspeaker  systems 
have  been  announced  by  Altec  Lan- 
sing. Installations  include:  Star, 
Jamestown;  Roxy,  Tifiton;  Roosevelt, 
Cincinnati;  Montclaire,  Chicago;  Em- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Bills  Would  Revise  Ohio 
Building,  Fire  Codes 


Columbus — A  measure  to  create  a 
commission    to    revise    and    recodify 
the  Ohio  building  code  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  Legislature  by  Sen. 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Detroit  Council  to  Act 
May  9  on  Parking  Lots 


Detroit — Action    on   the   projected 

new  parking  lot  ordinance  has  been 

delayed    by    the    City    Council    until 

May  9.    The  ordinance  would  require 

(Continued  on  Page  6) 


TESMA  to  Chart  Trade  Show 

Board  Meeting  Set  for  Chicago  April  20 


Argus  Announces  Two 
New  Camera  Models 


Chicago  —  A  new  finder  system, 
combining  a  focusing  lens  with  a 
square  double  convex  field  lens,  is 
announced  by  the  Argus  Co.  for 
Argoflex  Model  2.  Field  lens  directs 
light  rays  from  the  mirror  over  the 
ground  glass  finder.  Varex  coated 
lens,  color  corrected  and  anastig- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Chicago  —  A  meeting  of  the  The- 
ater Equipment  &  Supply  Manufac- 
turers' Association  board  is  sched- 
uled for  the  Drake  Hotel  on  April 
20  to  discuss  details  of  the  1947  trade 
show,  scheduled  for  the  Shoreham 
Hotel,  Washington,  Sept.  24-29,  Roy 
Boomer,  secretary  -  treasurer  an- 
nounced. Board  will  also  take  up 
other  TESMA  business. 

Boomer  revealed  that  applications 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


With  approximately  150  drive-in 
theaters  now  established  across  the 
country,  construction  of  about  an- 
other 100  is  in  prospect  for  1947,  on 
the  basis  of  announced  plans  and  in- 
quiries received  by  equipment  firms. 

Building  costs  of  drive-ins  have 
kept  pace  with  those  of  the  conven- 
tional theater,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  present  price  range  for 
drive-in  construction  is  from  $190,- 
000  to  $260,000.  Sound  for  a  700-car 
drive-in  entails  an  $18,000  invest- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


DuPont  Unit  to  Make 
'Monastral'  Pigments 


Deepwater    Point,    N.    J.   —    New 

sources  of  paints  and  fabrics  for 
theaters  and  night  clubs  loom  as  the 
result  of  announcement  by  W.  C. 
Brothers,  manager  of  the  DuPont 
Chambers  Works  here,  that  approval 
has  been  received  from  the  Civilian 
Production  Administration  for  con- 
struction of  a  new  unit  here  to 
manufacture  organic  "Monastral" 
pigments.  It  is  expected  that  con- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Baia  Engineering  Plans 
To  Bring  Out  Projector 

Detroit — A  projector,  to  be  added 
to  the  film  editing  line,  will  be 
brought  out  by  Philip  Baia  of  the 
Baia  Motion  Picture  Engineering, 
probably  next  year. 


DDT  mght  Spraying 
As  Polio  Safeguard 

San  Antonio,  Tex. — To  forestall  a 
possible  polio  outbreak  similar  to  one 
which  occurred  last  year  and  in  line 
with  the  present  city  clean  up  cam- 
paign, all  local  theaters  will  be 
sprayed  with  DDT  during  the  night 
hours.  Spray  treatments  are  recom- 
mended by  local  health  officials  to  be 
continued  for  a  period  of  from  three  [ 
to  four  months. 
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Newark  Auditorium 
Plans  Major  Changes 


Newark,  O.  —  Virtually  a  new 
structure  will  rise  within  the  frame- 
work of  the  Auditorium  Theater,  ; 
built  in  the  heyday  of  the  town  opera 
house  period,  when  a  projected  $125,- 
000  re-modeling  and  re-building  pro- 
gram is  completed  on  this  Shea-op- 
erated house. 

House  will  be  closed  for  a  90-day 
period,  starting  April  15.  Changes 
will  include  shortening  the  lobby,  re-  ; 
moval  of  the  present  galleries  and 
balcony,  installation  of  new  booth  i 
and  projection  equipment,  new  seats, 
new  stage  switchboard  costing  S25,- 1 
000  and  new  stage  equipment.  New 
steel  marquee  will  be  installed  and 
the  exterior  cleaned.  Seating  capac- 
ity will  be  increased  from  800  to 
1,160.  Remodeling  program  was  de- 
signed by  the  late  Harry  Holbrook, 
Columbus  architect.  Dale  F.  Ty- 
singer  is  manager  of  the  Auditorium 
and  also  the  Midland  here. 


Famous  Players  Canada 
Plans  Modern  1,800-Seater 


Montreal — Famous  Players  Cana- 
dian Corp.  has  "definite  plans"  to 
build  an  ultra-modem  theater,  with 
1,800  seating  capacity,  in  downtown 
Port  Arthur,  as  soon  as  materials 
can  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quan- 
tities and  building  conditions  stabil- 
ize, E.  A.  Zorn,  Winnipeg,  district 
manager  of  the  company  in  Western 
Canada,   said  in  an  interview  here. 

There  was  a  need  for  a  first  run 
theater  here  and  the  company  had 
never  sidetracked  plans  for  construc- 
tion, Zorn  said.  Property  is  still  held 
by  the  company  for  theater  pur- 
poses. 


FORT-A-CIDE 

THE     "MIRACLE"      ODORLESS 

DEODORANT    AND    DISINFECTANT 

For    Hospital    —    Clean    Rest    Rooms 

ASK   YOUR  DEALER 


Chicago  —  A  20-page  booklet, 
"Microscopic  Cleanliness  Pays  Off — 
at  the  Box  Office,"  published  by 
Fort-A-Cide  Corp.,  outlines  for  ex- 
hibitors the  advantages  of  preventive 
measures  in  the  fighting  of  disease 
germs  in  rest  rooms,  as  well  as  other 
areas  of  a  theater. 

Quoting  instances  of  rest  rooms 
that  created  bad  impressions  on 
patrons,  and  of  at  least  one  occa- 
sion when  a  theater  lost  most  of  its 
kid  business  because  it  was  sus- 
pected of  spreading  an  infection,  the 
booklet  warns  that  theaters  are  on  | 
the  spot  in  every  community,  partic- 
ularly when  an  epidemic  is  rampant. 

Fort-A-Cide's  answer  to  the  prob- 
lem is  a  solution,  to  be  mixed  with 
water  by  the  exhibitor  and  sprayed 
in  rest  rooms,  auditoriums,  seats  and 
other  parts  of  a  theater.  Solution  is 
said  to  keep  down  decomposition 
odors  on  plumbing  for  24  to  48  hours 
and  to  leave  a  powerful  inhibiting 
residual  fortification  on  surfaces 
after  evaporation.  Company  claims 
Fort-A-Cide  is  effective  against  con- 
tagious organisms  such  as  ring  form, 
tuberculosis,  streptococcus,  syphilis 
and  other  fungus  or  germs. 


Projector  Demands 
Top  Cuba  Deliveries 

Havana  (By  Cable) — Sixteen  mm. 
projectors  are  in  such  great  demand 
that  Sonido  and  Proyeccion,  S.  A. 
sells  all  equipment  as  soon  as  it 
arrives,  Jorg  Pineyro  told  THE  FILM 
DAILY.  Pineyro  said  that  the  com- 
pany sold  40  RCA  projectors  in  the 
past  three  months  and  could  sell 
many  more  if  they  were  available. 


Cooper  Signs  Altec 
Contracts  for  Houses 


Altec  Service  Corp.  reports  that 
Cooper  Foundation  of  Denver,  Colo. ! 
and  Lincoln,  Neb.  has  signed  new  | 
service  and  parts  contracts  for  its 
circuit  of  theaters  located  in  Greeley, 
Colorado  Springs,  Pueblo  and  Grand 
Junction,,  Colorado  and  Lincoln. 

These  agreements  were  negotiated 
by  Jack  Gregory,  Altec's  district 
manager  in  Seattle,  "Buck"  Winans, 
territory  inspector  headquartered  in  I 
Denver,  Colo.,  and  Sid  Perkins,  ter- 
ritory inspector,  located  in  Kansas 
City. 


Carpet  Co.  Will  Occupy 
Remodeled  Akron  Theater 


Cineffects  Research  Division 

Cineffects,  Inc.,  has  established  a 
new  research  and  development  divi- 
sion, headed  by  Dick  Williams,  form- 
erly engineer  for  the  Submarine 
Signal  Co. 


Akron,  O. — This  city  is  losing  one 
of  its  theater  buildings,  with  the  re- 
modeling of  the  property  at  53  S. 
Main  St.,  in  downtown  Akron,  now 
occupied  by  the  Gayety  Theater. 
When  remodeling  is  completed,  the 
building  will  house  the  United  Car- 
pet and  Linoleum  Co.,  occupying 
three  stories. 


New  Coating  Process 
Sharpens  Tele  Pix 

Southbridge,  Mass.  —  A  war-time 
invention  for  producing  glareless 
glass  makes  possible  another  advance 
in  the  reception  of  clearer,  sharper 
television  pictures,  H.  R.  Moulton, 
assistant  research  director  of  Amer- 
ican Optical  Co.,  announced  here. 

Reporting  the  successful  removal 
of  light-consuming  reflections  from 
a  cathode-ray  tube's  glass  face 
which  serves  as  the  screen  of  a 
direct-viewing  home  television  re- 
ceiver, Moulton  said  the  new  glare- 
removal  technique  also  produces 
images  of  greater  clarity  if  applied 
to  the  optical  system  of  another 
kind  of  television  receiver — the  pro- 
jection type. 

Reflections  are  removed  by  directly 
coating  the  face  of  the  television  tube 
with  a  secret  chemical  composition. 
The  coating,  Moulton  explained,  im- 
proves the  reception  of  television 
pictures  by: 

1.  Reducing  reflections  in  the  glass 
face  of  the  tube  caused  by  light 
sources  in  the  room  housing  the  re- 
ceiver. 

2.  Reducing  the  intensity  of  false 
images  caused  by  reflections  from  the 
outer  surface  of  the  image-produc- 
ing fluorescent  screen  in  the  tube, 
thus  increasing  the  sharpness  of  the 
images. 

3.  Reducing  light  losses  from  re- 
flections, thus  increasing  the  amount 
of  light  transmitted. 


Stub-Rod  Control 
Checking  Device 


Stub-Rod  Control,  a  method  ol 
checking  tickets  turned  over  to  the 
doorman  against  recorded  box  office 
sales,  has  been  invented  by  Henr\ 
Randel,  manager  of  Paramount':' 
Metropolitan  exchange,  in  collabora- 
tion wuth  I.  Dashen.  Device  has  heej 
tested  in  a  number  of  out-of-i 
theaters  in  the  past  few  months  aeJ! 
is  now  being  tried  out  under  Broad- 
way conditions  at  the  Gotham  The 
ater. 

Control  entails  a  specially  printec 
ticket     with     quarter     inch      hole: 
punched   in   both   stub   and   patron:, 
halves.    Doorman  places  his  half  oi  i 
a  rod   which  permits   the   ticket  tc 
slide  onto  a  wire  thread  in  the  ticke 
box.  At  stated  intervals  a  metal  rin| 
is  dropped  over  the  rod  so  that  perio. 
checks   of   ticket  numbers    are   pos 
sible. 

Once  a  ticket  is  placed  on  the  rod 
it  drops  down  so  that  it  cannot  b 
reached    without    opening    the    box: 
Latter  has   space   for  a  number  o 
rods  for  different  priced  tickets  ant! 
for  different  days. 

Theater  operators  using  Stub-Ro« 
Control  would  thus  be  able  to  cheel 
tickets  turned  in  against  those  soli 
by  comparing  stub  numbers  agains 
tickets  sold  and  the  control  woul< 
indicate  the  number  of  tickets  turne. 
in  during  any  period  of  time. 

Manufacture    and    distribution    i 
scheduled  to   be   started  within   thl 
next  few  months. 


Eiler  Buys  from  Speiss 

Proctor,  Minn. — Henry  Eiler  ha 
purchased  the  Date  here  from  Lo 
well  Speiss. 


Used  Upholstered  Opera  Chairs 

Any  Quantity 
We  have  the  Cream  of  the  Crop 
Write  or  wire  for  exact  photo 

CHICAGO   USED   CHAIR 
MART 

Sam  Levmsohn,  Owner 
829  So.  State  Street,  Chicago  5 


^    IF  YOU    BUY  illfl 

STADIUM,    AMUSEMENT    PARKOR 

CQSESiH3^-      meATRS  PROJECTORS 

CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKET!  AND  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

'  built  to  specifications  that  far  exceed 

Your    needs    supplied    et-  generally   accepted    commercial   stand- 

f  iciently  with  Roll,  Machine  ards Learn  how  yon  get  so  much  for 

Folded    Reserve  Seats    etc  so  little  when  you  buy  DeVRY. ...  write 

roiaea,  Reserve  sears,  ere.  DeVRY  CORP.,  1111  Armitage 

Samples,    prices    on    re-        |  Nte^ Avenue,  Chicago  14,  Illinois. 

*VMf-  ^-  5-TIME  WINNER! 

DeVRY  has  exrned  fiTe 
consecutive  Army  -  Nmvy 
"E'i"  for  excellence  in 
production  of  Motion  Pic- 
ture  Sound   Equipment. 


INTERNATIONAL 


TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  York  and 

Principal  Cities 


MOTION  PICTURE  SOUND  EQUIP  MEN 
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EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


More  Elaborate  Type  of  Drive-ins  on  the  way 


fational  Theater  Supply 
ieports  Steady  Increase 
n  Inquiries  and  Orders 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
tent,    while    projection     equipment 
kent  adds  $25,000. 

More  elaborate  Drive-Ins  are  in 
— Sppct  for  the  future.  J.  E.  Currie, 
_  .ager  of  Nation  Theatre  Supply's 
'rive-In  department,  said  that  the 
'rive-In   Theater  is    "growing   up." 

"Exhibitors  planning  outdoor  the- 
ters  have  come  to  appreciate  that 
ie  successful  Drive-In  operation  de- 
lands  giving  patrons  the  maximum 
si  motion  picture  entertainment, 
oth  in  sound  and  projection,"  he 
b  served. 

Noting  that  both  inquiries  and 
rders  for  Drive-In  equipment  have 
:een  steadily  increasing  recently, 
urrie  pointed  out  that  National's 
'rive-In  department  has  complete 
quipment  and  supplies,  including 
i-A-Car  speakers,  Simplex  projec- 
ts and  sound  systems,  Peerless  arc 
imps,  Hertner  generators  and  other 
quipment  for  box  offices,  projection 
'Doms,  rest  room  and  concessions. 

The  year's  largest  outlay  for  a 
rive-in  is  said  to  be  the  $310,000  ex- 
ended  for  a  new  Chicago  theater 
'hich  bowed  in  last  August.  It  is 
wned  by  interests  new  to  exhibition. 

Country's  most  drive-in  conscious 
own  is  Dayton,  O.,  which  has  no  less 
tan  five  drive-ins  now  competing 
or  patronage. 

Top  drive-in  admission  price  is 
jeid  to  be  85  cents,  but  the  average 
.rice  is  lower — 65  cents. 

Bulk  of  drive-in  patronage  is  pro- 
ided  by  the  so-called  "family  trade." 
urvey  made  during  the  season  by 
ne  principal  operator  disclosed  that 
2  per  cent  of  his  attendance  was  ac- 
ounted  for  by  family  groups. 
Latest  Projected   Drive-Ins 

Recent  additions  to  the  ranks  of 
)rive-Ins  planned  include  the  follow- 
lg  reported  by  The  Film  Daily 
orrespondents: 

Salt  Lake  City — Auditorium  The- 
ters,  Inc.,  headed  by  Melvin  S.  and 


HELLMAN  TO  ADD  PHILLY  DRIVE-IN 

Operator  of  Capitol  Area  Auto  Theaters  Plans 
Children's  Playgrounds,  Special  Matrons 


By   PATRICK   F.   MASSELL 
FILM  DAILY  Staff  Correspondent 

Albany — Neil  Hellman,  pioneer  in 
the  Drive-In  Theater  field  in  this 
area,  who  expanded  his  operations 
to  include  Binghamton  last  year,  will 
move  into  the  Philadelphia  territory 
this  season  with  the  establishment  of 
a  new  Drive-In  on  a  15-acre  site 
acquired  on  U.  S.  Highway  1. 

Hellman's  operations,  regarded  as 
among  the  most  successful  in  the  360 
car-space  Drive-In  category,  started 
with  the  Auto  Drive-In  at  East 
Greenbush  in  1939.  Subsequently,  he 
built  the  Saratoga,  465-car  drive-in 
in  1941,  with  the  Mohawk  Drive-In 
following.  The  latter  two  are  oper- 
ated jointly  by  Fabian  and  Tellman. 
Aggregate  attendance  of  the  three 
last  year  was  just  under  500,000. 

The  Binghamton  Drive-In,  which 
started  operating  last  year,  has  a 
565-car  capacity. 

'47  Plans   Set 

Plans  to  make  1947  the  biggest 
drive-in  season  for  the  Capitol  dis- 
trict are  already  under  way  with 
Hellman.  At  present  75  per  cent  of 
drive-in  business  is  coming  from 
family  trade,  Hellman  stated,  and  he 
has  plans  for  catering  to  family 
theater  parties.  Furthering  family 
trade  ties,  Saratoga  and  Mohawk  ad- 
mit children  under  12  free. 

Plans  for  adding  playgrounds  on 
the  theater  lot  for  this  Summer's 
]  business  have  been  decided  on,  and 
will  be  ready  for  the  season,  Hellman 
said.  All  standard  gymnastic  and 
playground  fixtures  will  be  used  in 
the  play  areas,  which  will  be  at- 
tended by  special  matrons. 

Programming  with  an  accent  on 
children's    tastes,    for    at    least    the 


Theaters  Not  Chain 
Stores,  Court  Rules 

Jackson,  Miss.  —  Theaters  are  not 
subject  to  chain  store  taxes,  even 
when  they  operate  candy  stands,  it 
was  ruled  by  the  Mississippi  Supreme 
Court.  Decision  came  in  the  appeal 
brought  by  Richards-Lightman  The- 
aters against  the  State  tax  commis- 
sion, and  reversed  an  earlier  ruling  of 
a  Hinds  Ccunty  circuit  court.  High 
Court  said  that  the  circuit  could  re- 
cover some  $2,000  in  taxes  and 
penalties,  plus  interest,  in  a  decision 
that  held  that  theater  concessions 
are  available  only  to  persons  who  have 
purchased  tickets,  and  that  theaters 
buy  from  local  wholesale  houses  and 
do  not  have  the  mass  buying  advan- 
tage of  chain  stores. 


early  part  of  the  evening's  show  has 
been  decided  on,  and  cartoons  will  be 
offered.  One  feature  of  the  evening 
will  also  be  suitable  for  juvenile  au- 
diences, according  to  present  plans. 
Audience  Classification 

Audiences  attending  Drive-ins  reg- 
ularly fall  into  well-defined  cate- 
gories for  the  most  part,  Hellman 
said.  People  who  don't  care  to  leave 
children  alone  nights  while  parents 
attend  movies  are  frequent  patrons. 
Those  who  can't  get,  or  don't  want 
sitters  for  their  children  also  swell 
the  ranks.  Those  who  don't  care  to 
dress  to  go  downtown  to  the  nearest 
movie  house;  the  hard  of  hearing, 
pregnant  women,  invalids.  Those  are 
specific  examples  of  Drive-in  pa- 
tron types,  but  a  generalization 
would  be  far  from  accurate  since  the 
attraction  of  drive-ins  is  universal 
with  all  types,  just  as  the  neighbor- 
hood movie. 

Drive-in  costs  have,  of  course, 
soared  like  all  other  building.  Where 
it  once  took  $35,000  to  build,  price  at 
present  has  gone  up  to  $200,000  per 
house.  Three  lighting  problems  face 
drive-in  builders:  1.  elimination  of 
car  light  glare  from  the  adjacent 
highway  which  is  done  by  enclosing 
the  area  in  a  fence  seven  to  15  feet 
high,  2.  elimination  of  light  from 
cars  driving  into  the  theater,  which 
is  accomplished  by  constructing  the 
entrance  so  that  no  direct  rays  enter 
theater  itself,  3.  elimination  of  car 
light  rays  when  car  is  leaving  drive- 
in  area,  which  is  circumvented  by 
building  screen  at  such  a  height  that 
direct  rays  pass  beneath  screen  level. 

No  area  is  in  a  position  to  support 
a  drive-in  unless  it  has  a  population 
of  100,000,  Hellman  believes. 


6amh!e-Fomian  Plan 


ii  ure.  unve-ins 


Portland,  Ore. — Plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  four  Drive-In  Theaters 
—  three  in  Portland  metropolitan 
area,  one  in  Eugene,  and  two  more 
later  in  undesignated  cities,  are  an- 
nounced by  Oregon  Drive-In  The- 
aters, Inc.  This  new  firm  has  been 
formed  by  Ted  R.  and  Willard  Gam- 
ble and  Albert  and  William  Forman. 

Engineering  and  site  work  have 
already  been  started  for  the  four 
new  theaters,  which  will  represent 
an  ultimate  total  cost  aoproximating 
$500,000.  The  sites  for  all  six  the- 
aters have  already  been  acquired. 

Of  the  three  to  serve  the  Portland 
metropolitan  area,  one  is  located  at 
SE  82nd  Aye.  to  care  for  the  North 
and  East  side;  another  will  rise  on 
SW  Barbur  Blvd.,  one  of  the  main 
arteries  out  of  the  city,  and  the 
third  will  be  erected  on  SW  Canyon 
Road  near  Beaverton,  Ore.,  to  care 
;  for  West-side  Portland  and  the  Cedar 
;  Mill  area. 

The    new    Eugene    Drive-In    The- 
!  ater  will  be  located  four  miles  North 
I  of  the  Lance  County  seat  on  Pacific 
Highway  99. 

Each  drive-in  will  accommodate 
800  automobiles. 

Architectural  styling  will  be  by 
Lee  Thomas,  Portland  architect. 


Spring  to  Bring  Erection 
Of  Two  New  Pa.  Theaters 


C.  Owen  Draper,  and  C.  Earl  Alsop 
will  build  a  Drive-In  on  21st  St. 
South. 

Pomona,  Calif. — A  site  for  a  Drive- 
in  has  been  purchased  by  Jack  and 
Arnold  Anderson,  between  Pomona 
and  Ontario  at  Central  and  Holt 
Aves. 

Oklahoma  City — Peerless  Theaters 
plans  to  have  its  $100,000  Drive-In 
on  Highway  77  ready  by  April  15, 
according  to  C.  C.  McCollister,  pres- 
ident. Another  Drive-In  is  planned 
on  Northwest  Highwav  by  O.  F.  Sul- 
livan and  R.  E.  Conrad.  Cost  is  es- 
timated at  $120,000. 

Lewiston,  Idaho — Liberty  Theater 
Co.  and  Dougherty  Enterprises  ex- 
pect to  have  their  new  Drive-Ins 
operating  about  April  1.  Liberty's 
theater,  on  North  Highway,  will  hold 
1,000  cars,  while  the  Dougherty 
house  on  South  Highway  will  con- 
tain 500. 

Youngstown,  O.  —  Youngstown 
Drive-In  Theater  Co.,  headed  by  Sam 
Greensberger  and  Norbert  Stern, 
will  build  a  Drive-In  on  Route  7. 


Zanesville,  O.— Old  Trail  Drive-In 
to  be  constructed  on  U.  S.  Highway 
40,  between  here  and  New  Concord, 
will  be  operated  by  Ray  W.  Waller 
and  C.  E.  Huprich. 

Xenia,  O. — Clingman  and  Dennis 
plan  to  open  the  Xenia  Auto  Inn,  on 
U.  S.  42,  before  May  1.  Drive-In  will 
hold  400  cars. 

Centerville,  Pa.  —  Cuppie's  Drive- 
In, on  Route  40,  is  being  built  by 
Jacob  Kaupp  and  his  nephew,  Rob- 
ert Gibson. 

Wawasee,  Ind.  —  Construction  has 
been  started  on  a  450-car  theater  on 
State  Road  31,  at  Lake  Wawasee. 
Operator,  Wawasee  Drive-In  The- 
ater Corp.,  is  headed  by  Carl  Niesse, 
who  has  the  Vogue  Theater,  Indian- 
apolis. 

Anderson,  Ind. — Alliance  Circuit's 
first  Drive-In  will  be  ready  early 
this  Spring,  S.  J.  Gregory,  general 
manager,  reported. 

Indianapolis  —  An  application  to 
build  a  $20,000  open-air  theater  on 
W.  30th  St.  was  denied  by  the  Mar- 
tion  Marion  County  Board  of  Zoning 


Pittsburgh — Construction  on  two 
new  theater  projects  will  begin  in 
the  Spring.  The  Rothenstein  broth- 
ers, who  operate  houses  in  Cam- 
bridge Springs  and  West  Aliquippa, 
will  build  a  350-seat  theater  in  Baden, 
the  town's  first. 

A  400-seat  drive-in  theater  will 
be  built  on  Route  58,  two  miles  out- 
side of  Grove  City,  Pa.,  by  Frank 
Filifilen,  formerly  associated  with 
Houghton  &  McKay,  who  operate 
theaters  in  Franklin,  Grove  City, 
and  Camden,  W.  Va.,  and  William 
DeMarsh,  the  latter  owning  the  prop- 
erty on  which  the  theater  will  be 
built. 


Chicago  Lyman  Sold 

Chicago  —  Rocco  Muley  has  sold 
the  Lyman  to  Mrs.  Helen  Pakis. 


Appeals.  Nearby  property  owners 
protested  the  application  at  a  pub- 
lic hearing. 
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Celotex  Develops 
New  Wall  Material 
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to  three  inches,  depending  on  where 
it  is  to  be  used. 

The  new  material  is  said  to  pro- 
vide insulation,  structural  strength 
and  exterior  and  interior  finish  in  a 
single  unit. 


THEATER  DEALS 


Martin,  Kelly,  Sadowsky 
Receive  RCA  Promotions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  field  engineering  group,  has 
been  appointed  supervisor  of  the 
equipment  field  force,  reporting  to 
the  manager  of  equipment  sales.  In 
his  new  capacity,  Martin  supervises 
field  activities  for  both  equipment 
sales  and  application  engineering. 

Robert  L.  Kelly,  formerly  field  en- 
gineer in  the  New  York  area,  is  now 
supervisor  of  application  engineering 
service,  equipment  sales  section,  re- 
porting to  supervisor  of  the  equip- 
ment field  force. 

Jack  M.  Sadowsky,  formerly  a  field 
engineer,  has  been  named  supervisor 
of  electronic  components  sales,  equip- 
ment sales  section,  reporting  to  the 
manager  of  equipment  sales. 


Purchase  St.  Louis  Plymouth 

St.  Louis — The  Plymouth  has  been 
sold  by  Tommy  Tobin  to  Helen  Mc- 
Millan and  William  Hayes,  new- 
comer to  theater  business. 


Rubins  to  Build  New 
Michigan  City  Theater 


Michigan  City,  Ind.  —  Announce- 
ment that  construction  will  be 
started  this  Summer  on  the  Dunes 
Theater  highlighted  the  20th  anni- 
versary celebration  of  Maurice  and 
Harry  Rubin.  New  house  will  be 
erected  at  Eighty  and  Franklin  from 
plans  drawn  by  Lawrence  Mondberg, 
if  building  restrictions  are  lifted. 

House  will  seat  1,500  persons  in 
loge  type  chairs  featuring  plenty  of 
leg  room  and  wide  aisles  between 
sections.  Fresh  air  will  be  germ- 
proofed  by  ultra-violet  ray  equip- 
ment, while  all  curtains  and  drapes 
will  be  of  fireproof  spun  glass. 


Two  Houses  in  Texas 
Reopened  by  Interstate 


Dallas  —  Interstate  Theaters  has 
re-opened  its  Plaza  Theaters  in 
Waco  and  San  Marcos.  Waco  house 
was  completely  re-built  following  a 
fire,  while  the  San  Marcos  theater 
has  been  re-decorated. 

Other  projects  in  the  area  include 
a  new  $200,000  house  to  be  con- 
structed in  Houston  by  B.  C.  Gibson 
and  Fred  V.  Cannata,  while  C.  C.  and 
Leo  Bounds,  owners  of  the  Princess, 
Texarkana,  have  announced  that 
they  will  re-built  the  Princess,  re- 
cently damaged  by  fire. 


Pushback  for  Columbus  House 

Columbus,  O. — First  local  installa- 
tion of  Kroehler  push-back  seats  has 
been  made  at  the  new  1,000-seat  Uni- 
versity Theater,  latest  link  in  the 
Academy  circuit. 


Purchase  Garner  Avery 

Garner,  la. — Lloyd  Kingsbury  and 
Lloyd  Steckelberg  are  the  new  own- 
ers of  the  Avery. 

Gordon  Purchases  Eddy 

Eddyville,  la.— G.  W.  Gordon  is 
the  new  owner  of  the  Eddy  here. 

Grapeville  Palace  to  Guest 

Grapeville,  Tex. — The  heirs  of  the 
J.  K.  Buckner  estate  have  sold  the 
660-seat  Palace  Theater  to  W.  E. 
Guest  of  Fort  Worth.  Sale  is  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  court.  Price 
was  $75,000.  Guest  formerly  oper- 
ated a  house  at  Iowa  Park  and  has  a 
new  theater  under  construction  at 
Hubbard. 


Parks  Sells  the  Audien 

Calgary — Matt  Parks,  veteran  Al- 
berta exhibitor,  and  president  of  the 
Alberta  Independent  Theater's  Ass'n, 
has  sold  his  Audien  Theater  at 
Wateskiwin  to  Edward  Staniland. 
Parks  will  continue  to  operate  the 
Stettler  Theater  at  Stettler. 


Beemer,  Neb.,  Bee  Sold 

Beemer,  Neb. — Rose  Nebuda  has 
sold  the  Bee  Theater  here  to  "Bud" 
Jones. 


Holder  Turns  Exhibitor 

Charlotte,  N,  C.  —  Max  Holder, 
former  M-G-M  salesman,  has  taken 
over  the  Waxhaw  Theater  at  Wax- 
haw,   and  will   operate. 

Pehlman  Buys  Edinburg 

Edinburg,  111.— The  Edinburg  The- 
ater has  been  sold  by  Haldon  Gordon 
to  Carl  Pehlman. 


Linneus  Dixie  Sold 

Linneus,  Mo.  —  Herbert  Newman 
has  sold  the  Dixie,  a  250-seater,  to 
Dwight  Crist  of  Unionville,  who  also 
operates  a  theater  in  Green  City 
with  Basil  Fogleson. 


Kropp  Gets  Boro's  Elton 

Richie  Amusement  Corp.,  headed 
by  Robert  Kropp,  acquired  a  15-year 
lease  on  the  Elton  Theater,  2,000- 
seater  in  Brooklyn.  General  re-vamp- 
ing will  include  air-conditioning. 

Berk  and  Kromgold,  theater  spec- 
ialists, arranged  the  deal.  Louis  J. 
Moss  represented  the  lessor,  Pinsan 
Realty  Co.,  headed  by  Julius  Sand- 
ers.   Sol  Rosenberg  represented  the 


Fetch  Buys  in  Macedonia 

Macedonia,  la. — Martin  Fetch  has 
purchased  the  Community  Theater 
from  Bowman  Brothers.  He  will  re- 
model. 


Blamkenbaker  Turns  Exhib. 

Richmond,  Ind. — The  Pastime  The- 
ater here  has  been  taken  over  by  Al. 
Blamkenbaker,  recently  a  member 
of  the  UA  sales  organization.  The 
house  formerly  was  owned  and  op- 
erated by  Guy  Alexander. 

Weiser  Gets  the  Newell 

Newell,  Pa. — C.  D.  Weiser,  operat- 
ing the  Sky  in  Altoona,  has  taken 
over  the  management  of  the  local 
Newell  from  Sam  Rocco  who  retires 
because  of  ill  health. 


Mrs.  Pakis  Buys  the  Lynn 

Chicago  —  The  Serritella  Agency 
reports  the  sale  of  the  Lynn  The- 
ater by  Rocco  Muley  to  Mrs.  Helen 
Pakis. 


Kincaid  Now  Usry  Partner 

Decatur,  Tex. — L.  R.  Kincaid  has 
purchased  the  minority  holding  of 
A.  V.  Wade  in  the  Ritz  and  Majestic. 
H.  S.  Usry  is  principal  holder  in  the 
two  houses. 


Kentuckians  Buy  in  Fla. 

Bowling  Green,  Fla.  —  Bert  Elam 
and  A.  A.  Napier,  both  of  Hazard, 
Ky.,  have  purchased  the  Ritz  from 
Scott   Rutherford. 


Victoria  York  Leased 

Victoria,  B.  C. — David  Theaters  of 
Vancouver  have  leased  the  737-seat 
York  Theater  here  to  Michael  Gold- 
in,  former  manager  of  the  Vogue, 
Vancouver. 


Acquires  Detroit  Crane 

Detroit — The  Crane  Theater,  East 
side  house  recently  closed  for  re- 
pairs following  a  fire,  is  being  re- 
opened by  Joseph  Mangiatane,  a 
newcomer  to  show  business,  who  is 
taking  over  from  Jack  Malnick. 


Rainwater  Buys  McKinney 

Pantex,  Tex. — E.  E.  McKinney  has 
sold  his  Pantex  to  G.  C.  Rainwater. 


Brown  Buys  Fonda  Amuzu 

Fonda,  la. — A.  R.  Brown  of  Win- 
terset,  has  purchased  the  Amuzu 
Theater  and  building  from  Ed  Reck- 
nagel  and  takes  over  on  March  1. 


Bolinger  Sells  in  Billings 

Billings,  Mo. — O.  F.  Bolinger  has 
sold  the  State,  a  325-seater,  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Buford  Lawrence  of  Spring- 
field. 


Newell  Arcade  Sold 

Newell,  S.  D. — Mack  Niccum  has 
sold  the  Arcade  to  Thomas  R.  Pick- 
ard  and  W.  Reginald  Pickard.  The 
latter  is  managing. 

Sanders  Purchases  Two 

Cleveland,  Okla — The  Melba  and 
the  iNusho  have  been  purchased  by 
Cliff  Sanders  of  Anadarko,  Okla.,  ac- 
cording to  Oscar  Scott,  Jr.,  former 
owner.  Sanders  will  take  over  the 
theaters  Feb.  1. 


TESMA  Board  to  Plan 
Annual  Trade  Show 


i 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
for  membership  have  been  receive! 
from  the  following  firms:  Ace  Elec 
trie   Manufacturing  Co.,  New  York 
Eallam  Safe  Co.,  St.  Petersburg;  De 
tail  Production  Co.,  Detroit;  Electrir 
Ad    Clock    Co.,    Chicago;    Lawir" 
Metal  Products,  New  York;  Ma! 
Inc.,      Kansas      City;      Metropolruu 
Scenic  Studios,  Omaha;  Mohawk  Car 
pet  Mills,  Amsterdam;   Star   Manu 
facturing  Co.,  St.  Louis;  Thabet  Man 
ufacturing  Co.,  Toledo,  and  Theate: 
Specialties,  Los  Angeles. 


Pixad,  New  Ad  Medium, 
Employs  Rear  Projection 

Following  three  months  of  test  runi 
Pixad,  a  new  ad  medium,  is  in  oper 
ation  atop  a  Times  Square  building 
Device  uses  35  mm.  film,   rear-pro 
jected  onto  a  450  square  foot  screen 
with  added  light  given  by  a  mercurj  i 
vapor  technique.    Color   as   well   a;; 
black    and    white    trailers    are    pos 
sible. 

Current  Pixad  bill  features  a  Tech 
nicolor  trailer  on  SRO's  "Duel  in  the 
Sun,"  as  well  as  ads  for  a  soft  drinl 
and  a  salt  company.  Sign  will  b< 
duplicated  in  key  cities,  according  t< 
the  sponsors. 


Argus  Announces  Two 
New  Camera  Models 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
matic,  is  included  with  the  camera. 

Argus  will  also  introduce  a  new 
Model  21,  with  a  new  Markfinder  fo 
the  35  mm.  camera.  Viewer  and  lens 
are  specially  designed  to  providi 
wide  fields  of  vision  and  to  eliminati 
distortion. 


New  One-Step  Camera 
Adaptable  for  Movies 


Cambridge,  Mass.  —  A  new  one 
step  camera  which  turns  out  a  fin 
ished  picture  one  minute  after  thi 
shutter  is  snapped,  is  revealed  by  thi 
Polaroid  Corp.  Camera  contain: 
rolls  of  negative  film  and  positivi 
paper  which  are  developed  by  i 
chemical  contained  in  a  pod.  Latte: 
is  crushed  between  rollers  to  sprea< 
enough  developer  over  the  film  anc 
paper  to  make  possible  a  dry  print  ; 
minute  after  the  picture  is  taken. 

While  only  a  still  camera  versioi 
has  been  completed,  Edwin  EL  Land 
Polaroid  president  and  research  di 
rector,  said  that  the  process  is  in 
herently  adaptable  to  making  motioi 
pictures. 


Renew  Williams-Altec  Pacts 

Dallas  —  Altec  service  contract: 
have  been  renewed  with  K.  Lee  Wil 
liams  Theaters  for  all  its  theaters  ir 
Arkansas,  Texas  and  Oklahoma 
George  Wiltse,  area  branch  manager 
negotiated  the  deal. 
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irandl  Leases  New 
inion,  N.  J.  Theater 
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d  Krumgold,  theatrical  realtors, 
;o  calls  for  21-year  option. 
Aside  from  the  theater,  offices  and 
>res  that  will  be  incorporated  into 
a  two-story  taxpayer  unit.  Archi- 
**engineers  Frank  Grad  &  Sons 
"iwark  have  drawn  up  plans  pro- 
'jfing  for  autogyro  landing  space  on 
'a  of  the  building  and  on  adjoining 

■Novel  feature,  inside  the  theater 
elf,  will  include  a  video  receiver 
the  auditorium  as  well  as  an- 
fcier  in  the  lounge  which  will  be 
le  to  accommodate  at  least  200. 
levision  set  in  lounge  will  run  con- 
mously  for  those  who  prefer  tele 
re   to   the   movies   upstairs,   while 

lis  other  will  only  be  used  for  special 

aents,  etc. 

i [Architects'  plans  also  provide  for 
trons'  auto  parking  space.    Orig- 

s|ally,  it  had  been  planned  to  build 
parage  into  the  substructure  of  the 
ilding,  but  idea  was  discarded 
len  engineers  pointed   out  hazard 

Solved. 

Fred  Faulkner,  local  exhib.,  is  co- 

iirtner  with  Brandt  in  the  projected 
eater.    Brandt  will   head   the  new 

|m  as  soon  as  legalities  have  been 
med  out.  Weisman,  Celler,  Quinn, 
len  &  Spett  represented  Brandt 
d  Faulkner;  Louis  L.  Feinseth  of 

|2\vark  represented  Charles  Borin- 
y  and  Carl  Schwartz,  prexy  and 
cretary,  respectively,   of   Chestnut 

ianor,  Inc. 

Chamber  of  Commerce  points  out 

at  more  than  $15,000,000  was  spent 

construction  in  Union,  N.  J.  last 

lar  with  more  stores,  buildings  and 

tomes  going  up. 


krims  Disregard  of 
.  H.  Fire  Regulations 

Concord,  N.  H. — A  widespread  dis- 
gard  for  the  four-year-old  "Cocoa- 
it  Grove"  law,  which  compels  the- 
ers    and    other    public    places    to 

Jiaintain   extensive   fire   safeguards, 
is  been  charged  by  A.  C.  Hudson, 

J.   H.  Board    of   Fire   Underwriters 
;presentative. 

His  criticism  was  made  in  testi- 
ony  at  a  legislative  hearing  on 
snate  Bill  18,  which  would  make 
gulations  even  more  stringent  by 

Arcing    installation    of     emergency 
j'hting  facilities. 


|5Her  Named  NCA  Chairman 
Chicago — Neal  V.  Diller,  Nutrine 
|andy  Co.,  will  serve  as  general 
lairman  of  the  64th  annual  conven- 
W  of  the  National  Confectioners' 
ssociation,  scheduled  for  May  25-29 
the  Stevens  Hotel,  it  was  an- 
nounced. 


3S  to  Handle  Kinstcn  House 
Kinston,   N.   C. — Theater  Booking 
jrvice  will  handle  booking  for  the 
l?w  Negro  theater  here.    Equipment 
<as  furnished  by  Theater  Equipment 


ABOUT  THE  TRADE 
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Theater,  Wildwood,  N.  J.;  Broadway 
t  heater,  Sask"toon,  Canada,  and  the  Art 
Institute  in  Chicago.  ...  •  fVoodhull, 
III.,  business  men  are  considering  the 
formation  of  a  company  to  construct  and 
operate  a  local  motion  picture  theater. 
•  Nole  Cole,  leading  architect,  Auck- 
land, New  Zealand,  was  a  recent  Chi- 
cago visitor.  •  C.  R.  Crakes,  educa- 
tional film  consultant  for  the  DeVry 
Co.,  is  on   W7estern  speaking  tour.  .  .  . 


THE  Glidden,  la.,  Merle  Hay  Post  of  the 
'  American  Legion  is  conducting  a  drive  to 
raise  funds  for  a  Memorial  Theater.  .  .  .  The 
town's  Legion,  a  190-seat  theater,  has  been 
closed  for  some  time.  ...  •  David  Sand- 
ler, president  of  the  Drive-In  Theater  Equip- 
ment Co.  of  Cleveland,  has  completed  ne- 
gotiations with  Skyway  Drive-In  Theaters, 
Ltd.  of  Canada  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
Auto-Voice  in-car  speakers  in  all  of  its 
Canadian  Drive-Ins.  ...  •  Owners  of  the 
Pastime  Theater,  Maquoketa,  la.,  have  taken 
over  the  adjoining  Daily  Times  office,  to 
allow  more  room  for  the  installation  of  a 
concession  stand  and  a  popcorn  machine. 
O  The  George  Miner  circuit  plans  to  build 
a  third  Chippewa  Falls,  Wis.  house,  a  500- 
seater,  with  construction  slated  to  start  in 
the  Spring.  ...  •  Plans  to  build  a  new 
500-seat  theater  in  Arlington,  Minn.,  are 
being  mapped  by  K.  L.  Nappen  who  now 
operates  a  theater  in  the  City  Hall  there.  .  .  . 

HADIANT  SCREEN  is  working  on  a 
'  *  dalite  screen,  for  daytime  projection. 

•  Bell  &  Howell  soon  will  have  a  film- 
strip  attachment  for  its  slide  projectors. 

•  The  Chicago  RKO  Palace  Theater 
will  install  new  Bodi-Form  seats,  as  soon 
as  they  are  available  from  the  American 
Seating  Co.  ...  •  Ampro  Corp.  is  now 
in  production  on  slide  projectors  and 
film-strips.  .  .  . 

A  LTEC  SERVICE  CORP.  has  just  signed  a 
*»  contract  with  the  Navy  Bureau  of  Or- 
dnance to  service  all  Mark  I  and  Mark  III 
Gunnery  Trainers  which  are  now  installed 
throughout  the  United  States  and  to  super- 
vise the  installation  of  approximately  36 
additional  Mark  II  Trainers.  ...  •  Cine 
Supply  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  through  George  Mc- 
Donald, recently  sold  KSD,  the  St.  Louis 
Post-Dispatch  radio  station,  equipment  for 
its  new  television  department,  including 
RCA  special  and  standard  equipment  as  well 
as  standard  RCA  projectors.  ...  •  Claire 
Rohliff,  DeVry  advertising  manager,  has  just 
completed  an  operating  manual  and  parts 
catalog,  covering  model  RSND30  projector, 
which  is  available  to  the  trade  on  request. 

•  Broadway  Theater,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  will 
be  completely  renovated  and  re-decorated 
by  Wilby  Kincey.  .  .  . 


BRADFORD  WASHBURN,  world- 
"  famous  mountaineer,  will  make  spec- 
ial tests  of  Eastman  Kodak's  Ektachrome 
film  and  Kodacolor  Aero  when  he  leads 
his  expedition  to  the  summit  of  Alaska's 
20,300-foot  Mount  McKinley  this  Spring. 
.  .  .  Two  motion  pictures  of  the  ascent 
,re  planned  —  one  in  16  mm.  Koda- 
chrome,  one  in  35  mm.  black-and-white. 
.  .  .  Two  professional  cameramen  in  the 
parly  will  handle  these  assignments.  .  .  . 

•  The  Park  Theater,  Tampa,  Fla.,  has 
re-opened.  .  .  .  The  theater  has  been  air 
conditioned  and  foam-type  seats  in- 
stalled. .  .  .  The  mens  lounge  has  been 
refinished  in  the  English  club  style.  .  .  . 

•  Bennett  und  Straight,  Dearborn, 
Mich.,  architects,  are  taking  figures  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  theater  build- 
ing in  Ecorse,  Mich.,  for  Dan  Bzovi, 
owner  of  Ecorse  Theater,  Ecorse.  .  .  . 

KIATIONAL  THEATER  SUPPLY  CO,  Chi- 
'  ^  ca«:o,  reports  the  installation  of  2E7 
projectors  and  Peerless  Mag-Arc  lamps  in 
the  new  Lansing  theater  of  Alex  Kalafat, 
in  Lansing,  III.  .  .  .  House  also  has  Amer- 
ican body  form  seats  and  Four  Star  sound 
system,  while  Alex  Smith  Crestwood  car- 
pets have  been  installed.  ...  •  A  re- 
modeling permit  has  been  issued  for  the 
$14,200  re-modeling  of  the  Jefferson  The- 
ater, Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  .  .  .  The  Alliance 
Theater  Corp.,  Chicago,  will  operate.  .  .  . 
Re-modeling  work  will  be  done  by  the  Ben- 
jamin Chemers  Co.,  Chicago,  under  plans 
prepared  by  A.  M.  Strauss,  Fort  Wayne 
architect.  ...  •  George  Miner  has  re- 
sumed construction  of  a  new  theater  at 
Ladysmith,  Wis.,  following  arrival  of  prefab- 
ricated flooring.  ...  •  N.  W.  Hughes, 
owner  of  the  Colonial  Theater,  Astoria,  III., 
has  re-opened  the  house  after  installation 
of  Four  Star  sound  system.  ...  •  Phil 
Bland,  owner  of  the  Ideal  Theater,  Chicago, 
as  installed  two  Simplex  projectors,  Peer- 
less lamps  and  Simplex  Sound  System  thru 
the  National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  .  .  . 

A  NEW7  Altec  theater  test  film  to  be 
**  known  as  ED-35  Transmission  and 
Test  Film,has  been  developed  by  Altec 
with  the  aid  of  the  Research  Council  of 
the  Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts 
and  Sciences.  .  .  .  This  new  test  film  will 
be  of  laboratory  precision  and  will  be 
printed  on  safety  stock  and  made  up  of 
a  wide  variety  of  constant  frequency, 
buzz  track  and  flutter  test  sections.  .  .  . 

•  The  Blevins  Popcorn  Co.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  popcorn  processing  plant,  has 
announced  a  new  pre-advisory  tech- 
nical service  for  owners  and  op- 
erators of  all  kinds  of  popcorn 
equipment.  .  .  .  C.  M.  Wyman  will 
head  the  new  department  which  will 
provide  expert  advice  on  all  phases  of 
the  popping  operation.   .   .  . 


Hoyt's  Plans  Prefabrication  on  Six  New 

Aussie  Theaters  in  Expansion  Program 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail) — Hoyt's  is  to  go  ahead  with  expansion  plans  and  six 
new  theaters  are  to  be  erected  at  Parramatta,  Granville,  Regents  Park,  Trongate, 
South  Strathfield  and  Chatswood.  It  is  believed  that  in  view  of  the  shortage 
of  normal  building  materials  and  the  priority  on  them  for  houses,  Hoyt's  is 
planning  prefabrication  with  materials  which  will  not  clash  with   home  building. 


'Voice  of  the  Theater' 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 
pire,  Manchester;   Roswell,  Roswell; 
Colon,  El  1-aso;  Wigwam  and  Palace, 
El  Paso. 

Also,  Surf,  Ocean  City;  Fox  Alex, 
Glendale;  State,  San  Jose;  State, 
Martinez;  Del  Mar,  Santa  Cruz; 
State,  Monterey;  Heights,  Cleveland 
Heights;  West  End,  Detroit;  Lyric, 
Endicott;  New  Wishek,  Wishek;  Rio, 
Detroit;  Village,  Faribault;  Preston, 
Lake  Preston;  New,.  Lebanon  Junc- 
tion; Associated  Theaters,  Cleveland; 
Tivoli,  Spencer;  Northern  and  Vic- 
tor, Columbus;  New  Mora,  Mora; 
Cozy,  Girard;  Palace,  Coatesville; 
Noyo,  Willits;  Port  Chicago,  Pont 
Chicago;  Windsor,  Windsor;  Arden, 
Lynwood;  Mesa,  Douglas;  Avalon, 
Enumclaw;  Lyric,  Carrizozo;  Chief, 
Colorado  Springs,  and  Bards  Adams, 
Los  Angeles. 


Bills  Would  Revise  Ohio 
Building,  Fire  Codes 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
Ralph  A.   Winter.    Bill  provides  for 
a  nine-man  commission  and  a  budget 
of  $25,000. 

Senator  Winter  also  introduced  a 
bill  to  reorganize  the  State  fire 
marshal's  office  to  include  special 
fire  prevention  and  inspection 
bureaus  with  increased  personnel. 
This,  the  Senator  claims,  would  lead 
to  closer  inspection  of  public  build- 
ings for  fire  hazards  and  eliminate 
dangerous  conditions. 


Preparing  Monroe  Code 

Monroe,  Mich.  —  A  new  building 
code  is  being  prepared  by  the  City 
Building  Commission  for  submission 
to  the  City  Commission  this  month, 
it  is  announced  by  Arthur  J.  Jen- 
nings, city  director. 


Yorklyn  16mm.  House 
Opened  by  War  Veteran 

Yorklyn,  Del.  — The  Club  House 
Theater  has  opened  here,  using 
16  mm.  sound.  The  new  house  is 
operated  by  Thomas  C.  Marshall, 
ex-GI,  who  has  installed  two  Bell  & 
Howell  projectors  in  the  fireproof 
projection  booth  which  survives  from 
silent  film  days.  The  club  house  has 
been  a  storehouse  for  the  past  15 
years. 

Second-floor  auditorium  has  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  about  120.  Marshall 
will  book  through  Del-Mar  Visual 
Aids,  Inc.,  of  Wilmington,  and  Films, 
Inc.,  of  New  York.  Nearest  com- 
mercial movie  theater  to  the  new 
Yorklyn  venture  is  the  Firemen's 
Auditorium,  Kennett  Square,  Pa., 
five  miles  distant. 

Booker  Building  Theater 

Frisco  City,  Ala. — J.  H.  Booker 
has  begun  construction  of  a  brick 
theater  building  here.  House  will  be 
called  the   New. 
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DuPont  Unit  !o  Make 
'Monaster  Pigments 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

struction  of  the  "Monastral"  colors 
building  will  begin  in  April.  The  use 
of  critical  construction  materials  will 
be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  "Monastral"  pigments  include 
two  brilliant  blues  and  a  brilliant 
green,  sold  in  many  physical  forms 
to  meet  specific  application  condi- 
tions of  the  user.  Due  to  their  high 
resistance  to  fading  by  sunlight, 
acids,  alkalis,  and  other  conditions 
destructive  to  colors,  the  organic 
"Monastral"  pigments  are  in  great 
demand,  especially  by  the  manufac- 
turers of  building  materials.  A  major 
portion  of  the  plant's  production  will 
be  used  in  roofing  granules  for  col- 
ored composition  shingles,  wall 
paper,  linoleum,  interior  and  exterior 
oil  and  cold-water  paints,  enamels 
and  lacquers,  as  well  as  for  drapery 
and  other  decorative  fabrics.  Be- 
cause of  their  durability,  use  of  pig- 
ments adds  substantially  to  the  life 
of  essential  materials  used  by  build- 
ers and  contributes  to  economies  in 
construction. 

Critical  materials,  such  as  chrom- 
ium and  lead,  widely  used  in  manu- 
facturing green  pigments  of  lower 
durability,  will  be  released  for  other 
purposes  through  the  increased  pro- 
duction of  "Monastral"  green  which 
does  not  require  these  materials. 


Lifetime  Guarantee  for 
B  &  H  Equipment  and  Parts 


Chicago,  111. — Believed  one  of  the 
most  liberal  and  specific  in  the  in- 
dustry, the  lifetime  guarantee  on  all 
Bell  &  Howell  cameras  and  projec- 
tors is  of  genuine  importance  to 
those  who  own  Filmos  or  who  con- 
template buying  motion  picture 
equipment.  Regardless  of  the  age  of 
the  equipment,  it  is  pointed  out,  re- 
placement parts  will  be  supplied 
gratis  if  performance  is  affected  by 
actual  defects  in  material  or  work- 
manship. Furthermore,  within  30 
days  after  the  equipment  is  pur- 
chased company  will  absorb  all  labor 
costs  involved  in  repair  work  covered 
by  the  guarantee. 


Fleming  to  Establish 
Lynch,  Neb.,  Theater 

Lynch,  Neb.  —  This  town  of  450 
will  again  have  a  theater.  G.  V. 
Fleming,  who  moved  here  from  Glen- 
wood,  la.  this  month,  will  open  the 
250-seat  Lynch  in  a  remodeled  build- 
ing. 


Confection  Cabinet  Moves 

Chicago — Confection  Cabinet  Corp., 
theater  concessionaries,  have  moved 
to  larger  quarters  at  320  N.  LaSalle 
St.  New  location  has  35,000  feet  of 
floor  space  available.  Louis  R.  Smer- 
ling,  recently  returned  from  the 
armed  services,  was  named  office 
manager,  while  Sidney  Shapiro,  an- 
other Army  man,  is  now  in  charge 
of  sales  promotion. 
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Port  Arthur  Village  Bows 

Port  Arthur,  Tex.— The  new  1,500 
seat  neighborhood  Village  Theater 
has  been  opened  here  by  Charles  E. 
Brent.  Brent  also  owns  and  op- 
erates the  Sunset  at  Dallas. 

Eastland  Majestic  Opens 

Eastland,  Tex.  —  The  Majestic,  a 
new  875  seater,  has  been  opened  here 
by  the  Interstate  Theaters  Circuit  of 
Dallas.     Aubrey  Van  Hoy  manages. 

To  Open  New  Eau  Claire  House 

Eau  Claire,  Wis. — Sheldon  Greng's 
new  Hollywood  Theater,  a  900-seater, 
is  scheduled  to  open  Easter  Sunday. 
This  will  be  the  first  time  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.,  which  operates  four 
houses  here,  will  have  any  compe- 
tition. 


Adler  Builds  in  Wisconsin 

Chicago — J.  P.  Adler  is  building  a 
580-seat  theater  in  Waupaca,  Wis. 


First  House  for  Danville 

Danville,  Calif. — This  town  has  its 
first  film  house,  the  Danville,  250- 
seater,  just  opened  by  Lloyd  Lamotte 
and  Jack  Domingue. 

Baltimore  Capitol  Open 

Baltimore — Capitol  Theater,  owned 
and  operated  by  the  J.  Louis  Rome 
Circuit,  has  been  re-opened  follow- 
ing re-decorating.  New  drapes  and 
carpets  have  been  used  to  carry  out 
the  color  scheme.  A  neighborhood 
deluxe  house,  the  Capitol  seats  1,000. 

Chertcoff  Opens  at  Camp  Hill 

Camp  Hill,  Pa.— Harry  Chertcoff, 
of  Lancaster,  owner  of  a  circuit  of 
theaters  in  Central  Pennsylvania, 
has  opened  the  new  Hill  here. 

Concord  Project  Approved 

Concord,  N.  C— William  C.  Kiser, 
Jr.  has  received  CPA  approval  to 
construct  a  theater  in  Concord  at  a 
cost  of  $10,750. 


Victor  Animatograph 
Brings  Out  Model  '60' 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
film  and  includes  jacks  for  use  with 
a  record  player  or  as  a  public  ad- 
dress system.  It  includes  reverse 
operation  and  has  the  advantage  of 
still  picture  projection.  /"^ 

Among  the  new  features  arj 
Instantilt,  Duotrol,  clutch-controLed 
rewind  and  a  leveling  device  which 
compensates    for   uneven    projection 
surfaces. 


Reports  Philippine  Biz 
Good,  Outlook  Promising 

Chicago — Exhibition  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  is  coming  back  strongly 
and  it  is  expected  that  shortly  there 
will  be  more  theaters  in  operation 
than  before  the  war,  George  L. 
Joseph,  theater  operator  and  DeVry 
distributor  in  the  Islands,  said  on  a 
recent  visit  here. 

Before  the  war  there  were  300  odd 
houses,  Joseph  stated.  More  than 
half  this  number  were  destroyed  by 
the  invading  Japanese.  Construction 
is  proceeding,  makeshift  in  some 
cases,  to  satisfy  public  demand  for 
film  entertainment.  Joseph  revealed 
Philippine  production  was  function- 
ing again  and  the  Sampaguita  Pic- 
tures Corp.  of  Manila,  recently  re- 
vealed an  ambitious  production 
schedule.  Joseph  is  here  to  open  a 
permanent  office. 


New  Charlotte  Houses 
In  Modernistic  Setting 


College  Will  Rebuild 
Chicago  Auditorium 

Chicago  —  Roosevelt  College  has 
purchased  the  Abraham  Teitalbaum 
holdings  in  the  Auditorium  theater 
and  hotel  building  for  the  sum  of 
$400,000. 

College  proposes  to  rebuild  the 
theater  and  operate  as  both  legit 
and  pic  house. 

Garrett  Should  Keep  Busy 

Columbus  —  Roger  Garrett,  man- 
ager of  the  University  Theater, 
newest  local  house,  will  double  in 
brass  when  his  new  Hammond  the- 
ater-type organ  is  installed.  Garrett, 
who  is  also  staff  organist  at  WBNS, 
will  play  specialties  at  the  Hammond 
console,  as  well  as  manage  the  house. 

Rio  Gets  New  Equipment 

Fabens,  Tex.  —  New  booth  equip- 
ment and  seats  were  installed  at  the 
Rio  Theater  here  which  is  owned  and 
operated  by  Roy  Pringle. 


Charlotte,  N.  C— H.  B.  Meiselman, 
local  exhibitor,  announced  that  he 
will  build  an  850-seat  theater  here, 
as  soon  as  materials  are  available. 

Building  will  be  of  brick,  concrete, 
and  steel  construction,  with  a  mod- 
ernistic front.  Seating  750  in  the 
auditorium,  100  in  the  mezzanine, 
house  will  also  be  equipped  with 
specially  designed  50-seat  "cry 
room"  and  similarly  sized  smoking 
room.  Blueprints  are  being  drawn 
by  Charles  C.  Benton  Wilson,  archi- 
tect. Meiselman  pointed  out  that 
walls  of  the  theater  will  be  covered 
with  a  specially-treated  non-inflam- 
mable material. 

Meiselman  has  also  received  per- 
mission from  CPA  to  proceed  with 
the  construction  of  a  planned  750- 
seat  Negro  theater,  here.  Construc- 
tion will  begin  immediately,  he  an- 
nounced. 


"Business  As  Usual" 
In  24  Hours  After  Fire 


Ruthton,  Minn. — Fire  in  the  booth 
of  the  Rex  here  did  damage  es- 
timated at  $500.  New  booth  equip- 
ment was  rushed  in  from  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.,  and  business  was  resumed  the 
following  day. 


Detroit  Council  to  Act 
May  9  on  Parking  Lots 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
all  new  theaters  to  be  built  hereafter 
to  provide  a  definite  amount  of  park- 
ing space,  figured  in  relation  to  seat- 
ing capacity.  Idea  is  being  opposec 
by  exhibitors,  on  the  ground  that  the 
greater  number  of  Detroit  theaters 
would  not  be  required  to  comply 
since  most  sections  of  the  citj 
already  have  established  theaters 
and  the  ordinance  is  not  made  retro- 
active, so  that  it  would  discourage 
new  theater  construction. 

In  addition,  it  is  figured  that  the 
ordinance  would  drive  any  new  the- 
ater building  outside  the  city  limits 
and  keep  the  high  priced  new  struc 
tures  off  the  city  tax  rolls,  in  favoi 
of  suburbs  which  would  welcomt 
them  without  requiring  parking  lo 
provision.  However,  several  of  th< 
major  new  theater  projects,  even  ii 
the  suburbs,  are  being  established  t( 
provide  parking  lot  space  to  bi 
shared  during  the  daytime  with  com 
mercial  ventures  in  the  same  project 


Oil  and  Gas  Lighting 
Nixed  in  Akron  Code 


Alliance  to  Remodel  Jefferson 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Alliance  The- 
ater Corp.,  of  Chicago,  will  remodel 
the  downtown  Jefferson  Theater 
which  it  recently  leased.  Repairs,  to 
cost  $14,200,  include  a  new  ticket  i 
booth  and  entrance  and  a  new  exit 
system.  Contract  was  awarded  to 
Benjamin  Chemers  Co.,  Chicago, 
with  plans  prepared  by  A.  M. 
Strauss,   local   architect. 


Akron,  O.  — -If  Akron's  propose< 
building  code  is  adopted,  no  one  wil 
be  permitted  to  light  a  theater  o: 
hall  with  oil  or  gas,  and  no  falsi 
doorways  or  windows  will  be  allower 
where  the  general  public  congre 
gates.  These  are  a  few  of  the  pro 
visions  of  the  350-page  code  whicl 
was  recently  completed  by  James  A 
Easton,  superintendent  of  building 
inspection,  after  two  -  and  -  a  -  hal 
years'  of  work. 

The  new  code  stresses  fire  safet; 
throughout.  Walls  in  certain  build 
ings  are  required  to  withstand  fir 
for  as  long  as  four  hours. 

Ordinances  relating  to  building  a 
far  back  as  1921  would  be  erasei 
from  the  books  by  the  new  king-siz 
code. 


To  Rebuild  Sourwine 

Brazil,  Ind. — Citizens  Theater  Co 
which  operated  the  historic  Sourwin 
Theater,  plans  to  re-build  the  hous 
which  was  damaged  in  a  recent  fire 
Installation  of  new  sound  and  pro 
jection  equipment  had  been  com 
pleted  just  a  few  days  before  th 
fire. 
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STEP  UP  the  Quality  of  Your  Picture! 

Successful  exhibitors  know  that  movie-goers  appreciate  top-quality  high  in- 
tensity carbon  arc  projection.  For  it  makes  the  picture  brighter,  sharper  in 
detail — with  perfectly  balanced  color.  It  brings  customers  back  again  and  again. 

So  ...  no  matter  how  good  it  is  now  . . .  you'll  find  it  pays  to  step  up  the  quality 
of  your  projection  .  .  .  and  here's  how  it  can  be  done! 


For  Smaller  Theatres— 

With  One-Kilowatt  High  Intensity  Projection,  clear-cut 
black-and-white  images  and  true  color  reproduction  are 
yours  at  the  cost  of  only  a  couple  of  admissions  a  day. 


for  Medium -Sized  Theatres^ 

Larger  screens  and  longer  throws  require  "Suprex"  Carbon 
High  Intensity  Projection  for  proper  screen  brightness  and 
color.  Ideal  for  medium-sized  houses,  this  type  of  projection 
is  definitely  economical. 


For  the  Largest  Theatres- 

Super  High  Intensity — the  finest  projection  available. 
Greater  depth,  sharper  definition,  higher  screen  bright- 
ness and  full  richer  color  are  the  qualities  that  set  this 
projection  apart  from  all  others. 

For  more  details  on  stepping  up  the  quality  of  your  projection, 
get  in  touch  with  National  Carbon  Company,  Inc. — Dept.  BT. 


AL  CARBON 
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Carbon  Corporation 
a  trade-mark  of 
mpany.  Inc. 
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He  holds  the  reins  on  sound  •  •  • 


•  As  a  skilled  horseman  controls 
a  horse  by  his  touch  on  the  reins 
.  .  .  now  light,  now  firm,  giving, 
taking — so  does  the  production 
sound  mixer  control  sound  .  .  . 
amplifying,  modulating  .  .  .  corre- 
lating sound  with  action  in  proper 
perspective. 

In  this  day  when  the  reality  of 
sound  must  be  absolute,  the  mix- 
er's work  has  high  importance. 


His  knowledge  of  his  art  must  be 
complete,  his  skill  in  using  it 
great . . .  for  on  him  depends  much 
of  a  picture's  power  to  move  and 
hold  an  audience. 

And  the  mixer's  skill  is  en- 
hanced by  working  with  films 
which  assure  faithful  reproduc- 
tion of  sound  ...  a  quality  which 
is  so  well  provided  by  the  family 
of  Eastman  sound  films. 


EASTMAN    KODAK    COMPANY 

ROCHESTER    4,    N.    Y. 

J.   E.    BRULATOUR,    INC.,    DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT    LEE    •    CHICAGO    •    HOLLYWOOD 
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>8  W:  44th  St.  21st 
New  York   N.  Y. 
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EKHIBS.  TALK  COURT  FIGHTS  01)  fRHHCHIS€S 

Theaters  to  Hit  Dewey  Taxes  on  Local  Level 


Last-Ditch  Battle  Will  Be 
Vaged  in  Counties,  Cities 
\gainst  Amuse.  Imposts 


With  week-end  indications  that 
■lenate  and  Assembly  measures  car- 
ying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
)ewey  tax  program  may  go  to  a 
;ote  this  week  at  Albany,  with  pas- 
age  virtually  assured,  the  state's 
xhibitors  were  reported  preparing 
or  a  series  of  last-ditch  battles 
against  the  imposition  of  amusement 
axes  on  the  county  and  city  local 
evel. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 

iEC  Report  Features 
'U"  Warrant  Gifts 


Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Although  consider- 
able trading  in  film  company  stocks 
>y  film  executives  was  reported  for 
ast  month  by  the  SEC,  most  of  it 
nvolved  turnover  of  relatively  few 
ihares.  One  of  the  largest  individual 
:hanges  was  the  selling  of  2,300  of 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Nat'l  Film  Carriers  Name 
Regional  Distributors 


Chicago — Final  steps  in  the  organ- 

zation  of  National  Film  Distributors, 

inc.,  which  will  handle  physical  dis- 

ribution  for  SRO's  "Duel  in  the  Sun" 

(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Sea  Hawk.'  'Sea  Wolf9 
Revived  by  Warners 

Albany  —  Two  Warners'  hits 
of  the  early  40's,  "The  Sea  Hawk," 
starring  Errol  Flynn  with  Claude 
Rains  and  Flora  Robson,  and  "The 
Sea  Wolf,"  with  Edward  G.  Robin- 
son, John  Garfield,  Ida  Lupino,  Bar- 
ry Fitzgerald,  and  Alexander  Knox 
will  be  revived  at  the  Strand  Thea- 
ter here  Wednesday. 

Local  engagement  is  first  in  a 
series  of  national  bookings,  some  of 
which  will  play  the  pictures  as  a 
combination  bill  and  others  as  single 
features. 


PRAISES  CENTURY  "SCHOOL"  TRY 

Rep.  Somers  Holds  Circuit  Experiment  Proves 
Nabe's  Sense  of  Community  Responsibility 


Century  Circuit's  part  in  the  vis- 
ual education  experiment  begun  Feb. 
24,  "conceivably  could  develop  na- 
tional implications  in  the  education- 
al field,"  Rep.  Andrew  L.  Somers, 
of  Brooklyn,  said  in  a  letter  to  Fred 
J.  Schwartz,  Century's  vice-presi- 
dent, which  will  be  read  into  the 
Congressional  Record  today  in  the 
House. 

Anything  that  aids  in  the  educa- 


tion of  our  youth  is  of  key  impor- 
tance, the  Congressman  stated,  and 
if  the  experiment  proves  there  is 
educational  value  in  commercial 
films  shown  in  commercial  theaters, 
"Century  will  have  performed  a 
signal  service." 

Noting  that  the  neighborhood  the- 
ater  proved    its    value    during   the 
war,      Congressman      Somers     was 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Broders  Will  Own  10 
Of  30  New  Exchanges 


As  distributors  and  exhibitors 
were  arriving  over  the  week-end 
from  California,  Canada  and  points 
between  to  confab  on  franchise  deals, 
Jack  and  Paul  Broder,  Los  Angeles 
and  Detroit  theater  owners,  were 
outlining  tentative  plans  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  40  UA  and  13  "Hop- 
( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Lantz-UA  Close  5-Year 
Release  Deal  for  Cartoons 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Walter  Lantz  has 
closed  the  deal  with  United  Artists 
whereby  UA  will  release  his  various 
cartoon  series  for  five  years.  Lantz 
will  provide  11  films  annually  with  a 
possible  increase  when  the  Techni- 
color situation  relaxes. 


House-Less  Producers 
Back  Heavy  UK  Quota 

It  is  the  non-theater  owning  pro- 
ducer in  England  who  is  primarily 
interested  in  establishing  restrictive 
quotas  against  American  films, 
Frank  Launder,  director  of  "The 
Adventuress,"  which  Eagle-Lion  will 
release  in  this  country,  told  the 
press  at  a  luncheon  Friday. 

"I  don't  think  that  J.  Arthur  Rank, 
a  circuit  owner,  is  at  all  interested 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


"The  Roosevelt  Story" 
In  14  Language  Versions 

Global     distribution     with     State 

Dep't  blessing  is  planned  for  "The 

Roosevelt  Story,"  which  will  have  a 

gala  premiere  at  the  Globe  Theater 

(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Protest  16mm.  License  Bill 

"Disastrous/'  D.  C.  Commission  is  Told 


Universal  Charters 
New  Siam  Subsidiary 

Dover,  Del. — Universal  Pictures  of 
Siam,  Inc.,  has  filed  a  charter  with 
the  corporation  department  of  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office  to  deal  in 
motion  pictures.  Its  capital  is  listed 
as  100  shares  of  no  par  value  stock. 


Washington  Bureau   nf   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Proposals  to  license 
16  mm.  operators  met  with  a  storm 
of  protests  over  the  week-end  as 
nearly  100  representatives  of  civic, 
religious,  Government  and  educa- 
tional organizations  appeared  at  a 
special  hearing  called  by  the  District 
Commissioners. 

Approval  of  the  proposal  by  the 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Defendants  May  Be  in  the 
Middle  Because  of  Pacts 
Signed  Before  the  Decree 

Chicago — Possibility  that  defend- 
ants in  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  may  be 
caught  between  the  Dec.  31  decree 
and  the  conditions  in  franchise  deals 
inked  before  the  decision  was  handed 
down  is  seen  here.  Result  may  be 
a  series  of  court  battles  by  exhib- 
itors to  determine  the  liability,  if 
any,  of  distributors,  and  to  determine 
the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
N.  Y.  Federal  Court  in  the  case  of 
agreements  signed  prior  to  its  de- 
cision. 

One  leading  booking  executive, 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Lab  Union  Awaits  IA 
Reply  to  Strike  Move 

Tie  up  of  all  local  16  and  35  mm. 
film  processing  with  attendant  af- 
fect on  exhibition  locally  and 
throughout  the  entire  Eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  country  looms  with  the 
breakdown  of  new  contract  negotia- 
tions last  week  between  18  plants 
in  the  New  York  area  and  the  Mo- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Tax  Relief  by  Mar.  31  or 
Shutdown — French  Trade 


Paris  (By  Cable) — Complete  shut- 
down of  the  entire  French  film  in- 
dustry —  studios,    distribution    and 
theaters — is  scheduled  for  March  31 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


WB  Will  Wot  Rush 
Competitive  Selling 

Warners,  contrary  to  reports  pub- 
lished elsewhere,  is  not  planning  to 
offer  pictures  at  auction  before  July 
1,  THE  FILM  DAILY  learns. 

It  also  has  been  ascertained  that 
the  first  Warner  picture  designated 
for  the  bidding  system  will  not  be 
any  of  the  films  being  tradeshown 
the  latter  part  of  this  month,  in- 
cluding "Love  and  Learn,"  "Stallion 
Road"  and  "The  Two  Mrs.  Car- 
rolls." 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK    MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Am.   Seat 20%     195/8     19S/s 

Col.    Picts 19l/2      19>/2      19'/2 

Columbia  Picts.   pfd..    85  84         84 

East.    Kodak    241  Vi  239       239 

do    pfd 193       193       193 

Loew's,    Inc 243/8     23  %     23% 

Paramount       27%     26'/8     2bVs 

RKO     15%      I41/2      14V2 

Republic    Pict 8V2       73/4       8 

Republic  Pict.  pfd...  14%  14%  I41/4 
20th  Century-Fox  .  .  .  34l/2  32%  323/4 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  41 1/8  41  !/8  41 1/8 
20th  Century-Fox  ppf.103%    103i/4   103% 

Universal     Pict 25%     25  25 

Universal    Pict.    pfd..    89'/2     893/8     893/8 

Warner  Bros 16%      15%      15% 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram  Picts 4%       41/2       4/2 

RKO    41/2       41/3       4l/8 

Sonotone  Corp 3Vs       3  3 

Technicolor      I6V4     I51/2      lSVi  • 

Trans-Lux     . .  .• 43/8       41/4       41/4 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid 

Cinecolor        434 
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—  Vi 
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"Heaven"  Into  Winter  Garden 

"Stairway  To  Heaven"  will  open 
at  the  Winter  Garden  Theater  on 
Friday  for  an  extended  and  con- 
tinuous run  at  popular  prices,  fol- 
lowing its  three-month  roadshow 
run  at  the  Park  Ave.  Theater. 


HARRY  THOMAS,  PRC  prexy,  leaves  today  for 
the  Coast  for  a  conference  with  studio  execu- 
tives   concerning    forthcoming    product. 

ARTHUR  W.  KELLY  is  due  to  arrive  in  Hol- 
lywood today  from  New  York  for  conferences 
with  Charles   Chaplin   and   Edward   Small. 

RUPERT  ALLAN  is  en  route  from  Hollywood 
to  New  York  where  he  will  embark  March  19 
for  Paris.  He  will  join  staff  of  Frank  McCarthy, 
continental   representative   for  MPAA. 

RUDY  BERGER,  Southern  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  and  his  home  office  assistant,  LEON- 
ARD HIRSCH,  are  due  in  Atlanta  today  from 
Memphis. 

CHARLES  K.  STERN,  Loew's  assistant  treas- 
urer, returns  today  from  a  three-week  visit  to 
the   Coast. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  Eastern  M-G-M  sales  man- 
ager, and  PAUL  J.  RICHRATH,  home  office  as- 
sistant, are  back  from  Albany  and   New  Haven. 

WILLIAM  BOYD  was  expected  from  Holly- 
wood over  the  week-end. 

WESLEY  RUGGLES  has  returned  to  Hollywood. 

THE  WILDE  TWINS  are  due  from  the  Coast 
Wednesday. 

BILL  JOHNSTON,  Bob  Hope's  special  rep., 
returned  to  New  York  Friday  after  setting  up 
advance  campaigns   on  "My   Favorite  Brunette." 

GEORGE  A.  SMITH,  Paramounr's  Western 
division  sales  manager,  is  in  New  York  after 
conducting  branch  meetings  in  Omaha,  Des 
Moines,    Kansas   City   and   St.    Louis. 

CLAUDE  LEE,  public  relations'  director  of 
Paramount  Pictures,  has  returned  to  his  desk 
from   a    10-day   business    trip    to   Florida. 

WALTER  L.  TITUS,  JR.,  Republic  Southern 
division  sales  manager,  is  in  Charlotte,  N.  C. 
for  a  two-day  visit  today,  following  which  he 
will  go  to  Nashville,  Tenn.  for  the  balance  of 
the   week. 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  RKO's  Depinet  drive 
captain,  will  hold  meetings  in  the  RKO  Radio 
Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis  exchanges  today  and 
tomorrow  going  on  for  similar  rallies  in  Des 
Moines  and  Omaha  on  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day. He  is  accompanied  by  R.  V.  NOLAN  and 
SID    KRAMER. 

GRETA  GARBO   is  in  Manhattan. 

F.  C.  HENRY,  Paramount-International  Far 
East  division  manager,  left  by  air  yesterday 
for  Shannon  and  Paris  on  the  first  leg  of  a 
trip    through    his  territory. 

S.  J.  GREGORY  in  Chicago  after  Western 
inspection    trip. 


Columbia  to  Ask  for 
Decree  Stay  This  Week 


Columbia  will  apply  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  this  week  for  a  stay  of 
the  "block-booking"  and  competitive 
bidding  provisions  of  the  New  York 
Statutory  Court's  decree,  Attorney 
Louis  Frohlich  said  Friday. 

Columbia's  action  will  place  two 
companies  before  the  high  tribunal 
with  requests  for  stays,  Universal 
having  filed  its  application  for  a 
postponement  of  auction  selling  last 
week. 


Why  are  they  after 
the  Girl  with  the 


Black 


C/,G"-mmwsi 


Book  .\ 


DAVID  L.  LOEW  and  MRS.  LOEW  are  at 
The   Waldorf-Astoria. 

ROY  HAINES,  WB  Western  division  sales 
manager,  left  over  the  week-end  for  Detroit, 
Chicago,  Minneapolis,  Omaha  and  Kansas  City, 
where  he  will  hold  meetings  with  sales  per- 
sonnel. 

JULES  LAPIDUS,  WB  Eastern  division  sales 
manager,  leaves  New  York  tonight  for  In- 
dianapolis and  Cincinnati  to  conduct  sales 
sessions. 

EUGENE  ARNSTEIN,  Film  Classics'  secretary- 
treasurer,  is  in  Buffalo  to  install  a  new  system 
in  the   FC  exchange  there. 

CHARLES  KINNEY,  from  the  RKO  office  in 
Atlanta,  is  in  Miami  to  beat  the  drums  for 
"Sinbad  the  Sailor." 

JANE  RUSEELL  left  Miami  yesterday  for 
New  Orleans. 

WILL  HOLLANDER,  B&K  publicity  director, 
Chicago,    is   vacationing   in    Palm    Springs. 

ANN  MARSTERS,  Chicago  Herald  American 
film  critic,  is  on  a  trip  to  Mexico  and  Central 
America. 

Chicagoans  vacationing  in  California  include 
HARRY  TURRELL,  district  manager  for  Warner 
Theaters,  and  CHARLES  RYAN,  retired  Warner 
Theaters.'    assistant    zone     manager. 

CHARLES  K.  STERN,  Loew's  assistant  treas- 
urer,  is  due  back   from  the   Coast  today. 

LEON  J.  BAMBERGER,  RKO  Radio  sales  pro- 
motion manager,  goes  to  Washington  on  March 
17  to  address  the  American  Public  Relations 
Association. 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columbia  assistant  general 
sales  manager,  flies  to  Washington  today. 
He   plans  to   return   to  his   desk   on  Wednesday. 


Hertz  Goes  to  Coast 

On  Buchanan  Expansion 

John  Hertz,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Buchanan  &  Co.,  major  in- 
dustry ad  agency,  arrives  in  Beverly 
Hills  from  New  York  today  to  dis- 
cuss plans  for  expansion  of  the  mo- 
tion picture  division  of  the  agency 
with  Buchanan  West  Coast  execu- 
tives. 

Sitting  in  with  him  on  these  par- 
leys will  be  Fred  Jordan,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  Coast  operations, 
Paul  Radin,  creative  head  of 
Buchanan  West  Coast  office,  and  John 
Krimsky,  Buchanan  rep.,  who  will 
figure  strongly  in  the  intended  ex- 
pansion of  services  to  motion  picture 
clients. 


$100,000  for  "Yearling" 

Chicago — Metro's  "The  Yearling 
rolled  up  a  gross  of  nearly  $100,00 
in  its  first  two  weeks  at  the  Stat 
Lake,    setting    a   new    mark    for 
Metro  pic. 


IV.  Y.  THEATERS 


:  "PREVIEW  ROOm"  . 

.   .   .   will   really   SELL   your  picture.      JJ 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  for  35MM,  16MM,  - 

g      and  Slide  Projection.  m 

COCKTAIL    parties,    luncheons    and  | 

■  dinners  served  in  this  versatile  room 

— setting   a   gay  mood  for  a  favor-     fl 

■  able  reaction  to  your  film. 

■  Aside  to  Phil  M.  Daly: 

"Trade    showings    here    with    delectable      I 

■  vittles  DON'T  cost  anything  like  $15.00 

per  head."  $j 

■  Good  Attendance  Guaranteed 

■  MADISON     AVENUE     at     54th     St. 

|  New  York,  N.  Y.  B 

_       Tel.:   PL.   5-3400       PAUL    GREEN,    Mgr.       ■ 


T~ RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HA 

Rockefeller  Center 

Spencer  TRACY,  Katharine  HEPBURN 

;  Robert   WALKER,    Melvyn    DOUGLAS 

"THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
.  SPECTACULAR    STAGE    PRESENTATION 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 
MAUREEN  OHARA •  WALTER  SLEZAK 
5in bap  the  Sailor 

m>  ookocoos  reeM/vseoiox 


^     ON  SCREEN 

LORETTA  YOUNG 


The  PERFECT 
MARRIAGE' 


IN  PERSON 

MOLLYJICOM 

Extra! 

Eddie  PEABODY 

plus  Others 


BLAZE 

of 
NOON 

R  I  V  O  L  I    Broadway  at  49th  St. 


(p,™™-,  Pauiette  GorMacd 
I  "™m,  Fred  MacMurray 
I'Suddenly. 
\J    its  Spring 


JOHHHVms 

°  H,S  0,)04CSTft+ 

J0AH  EDWARDS 

WSlVAH 

BUDDY  LESTER. 


"THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE   YEAR"— 

N.   Y.   FILM    CRITIC* 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives" 


Ptrformanat     X\.tJ  J.  V/iV      45*  ST. 
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2nd  Hit  Week 
1    "Unusual   .  .  .  superior!" — Times 


JOHN 

WAYNE 


GAIL 

RUSSELL 


// 


"ANGEL°<«  ^B ADM  AN 

with 

HARRY   CAREY      •      BRUCE   CABOT 

IRENE  RICH     •     LEE  DIXON 

A  JOHN  WAYNE  Production 

A  Republic  Picture 

BRANDTS  GOTHAM  *•«£ 
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13% 


DAILY 


Praises  Century's 
Education  Experiment 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gratified  that  such  public-minded- 
ness  "is  not  a  crisis-inspired  phe- 
i  -=^ion,  but  a  permanent  sense  of 
;J3rfunity  responsibility  active  in 
ieace  as  in  war." 

Congressman  Somers  referred  to 
he  experiment  conducted  by  Cen- 
;ury  and  the  Board  of  Education  un- 
ler  which  selected  commercial  films 
vere  shown  to  school  children  in 
;he  Century  houses  as  part  of  the 
;chool  curriculum,  and  during  school 
lours. 


The  Roosevelt  Story" 
n  14  Language  Versions 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
m  April  12,  the  second  anniversary 
>f  Franklin  Roosevelt's  death. 

Fourteen  different  language  ver- 
sions and  one  for  children  will  be 
nade  of  the  film.  Each  version  will 
)e  specially  slanted  through  the  off- 
itage  commentary  for  the  particular 
ludience. 

Culled  from  2,000,000  feet  of 
ibrary  stock,  with  Government  and 
ilm  companies  co-operating,  Walter 
Slee  has  edited  an  82-minute  record 
)f  FDR  from  the  beginning  of  his 
political  career  in  the  New  York 
Senate  to  his  last  conference  at 
Yalta. 

Steering  clear  of  politics,  the  edi- 
;ors  made  a  sincere  attempt  to  pre- 
sent the  history  of  an  era  as  well 
as  the  first  motion  picture  biography, 
-oased  on  actual  scenes,  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  U.  S. 

I  Lawrence  Klee  wrote  the  narra- 
tion for  five  offstage  voices,  repre- 
senting cross-section  of  America. 
Among  the  narrators  are:  Kenneth 
Lynch,  Canada  Lee,  Kelly  Flint  and 
Ed  Begley. 

Tola  Productions  is  headed  by 
Harry  Brandt.  Martin  Levine  is  sec- 
retary; Oliver  Unger,  treasurer. 


D  Wins  Basketball  Title 

RKO  Radio's  basketball  team  be- 
came the  champions  of  the  Rocke- 
feller Center  League  when  they  beat 

|  Campbell  Ewald,  34  to  21,  last  Fri- 

-day  night. 


Oriental  Theater  Report  Filed 

Chicago  —  Master  in  Chancery, 
Joseph  Elward,  completed  report  in 
Oriental  Theater  contempt  case  and 
gave  attorneys  to  March  17  to  file 
exceptions. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIRGS  TO: 

Mar.  10 

Stuart  Holmes  Gregory   LaCava 

Floyd   E.  Stone  Lowell   Calvert 

Warner  Anderson 


ALONG 


Monday  Morning  Memos 

•  •  •  THIS  N'  THAT:  The  growing  importance  of  West  Coast 
writers  and  literary  agents  to  the  New  York  book-publishing  world  is 
underscored  by  the  arrival  in  Los  Angeles  of  Richard  P.  Ettinger.  and 
Gorham  Munson  of  Prentice-Hall Ettinger  and  Munson  will  head- 
quarter at  the  Town  House  while  in  L.  A.  .  •  Vault  space  a'.ong 
Chicago's  Film  Row  is  reported  at  a  premium.  ...  •  After  a  look- 
see  at  Deborah  Kerr's  performance  in  "The  Adventuress."  it  is  easy  to 
understand  why  Metro  picked  her  to  play  opposite  Clark  Gable  in  "The 
Hucksters.".   .  .     •   The  results  of  that  audience  survey  conducted  at 

the  Alvin  and  Adelphi  legit  theaters  are  intriguing Patrons   were 

checked  both  on  their  film  and  legit  attendance,  and  analysis  shows  that 
the  average  orchestra  patron  attends  3.5  film  and  2.1  legit  shows  a 
month,  while  the  average  balcony  patron  sees  3.2  (ilm  and  1.7  legit 
shows  a  month.  ...  •  Didja  know  Universai's  subsidiary.  United 
World  Films,  Inc.,  is  capitalized  at  $1,000,  represented  by  as  many 
one  dollar  shares?  ...     •  Francis  J.  Cahalan,  manager  of  the  Clare- 

mont,  N.  H.  Magnet  Theater,  is  a  glutton  for  punishment Already  a 

state  legislator,  he  has  now  filed  as  Democratic  candidate  in  Claremont 
for  Water  and  Sewer  Commissioner!  !  ! 

—  Give  to  the  Red  Cross  — 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Three  major  studios  are  reported  interested 
in  the  biography  of  A.  P.  Giannini,  just  completed  by  Julian  Dana  of 
Frisco  after  seven  years'  research.  ...  •  Byron  Price  heads  East 
from  Hollywood  next  Sunday  to  assume  his  new  post  as  the  UN's  As- 
sistant Secretary  General.  ...  •  Don't  be  surprised  if  those  Anderson 
and  Van  Nomikos  Illinois  percentage  suits  are  settled  out  of  court.  .  .  . 

•  That  Eastman  Kodak  five-for-one  common  stock  split  is  designed  to 
give  the  shares  wider  distribution  and  an  improved  market.  ...  •  Cu- 
ban real  estate  interests  would  be  glad  to  make  a  deal  with  an  Ameri- 
can film  company  looking  to   the  establishment  there  of   studios.   .  .  . 

•  Add  look-alikes:  Bib  Kenney  at  the  Vanity  Fair  and  Van  Johnson.  .  .  . 

•  Bob  Case,  Walter  Reade's  Kingston  city  manager,  has  been  re- 
elected prexy  of  the  Central  Business  Association  there.  ...  •  Uni- 
versal will  occupy   its  new  St.  Louis   exchange    about  April    1.   .    .    . 

•  Looks  as  though  Leonard  (20th-Fox)  Gaynor  started  something  with 
that  Herald-Tribune  piece  drawing  a  parallel  between  O'Neill's  "The 
Iceman  Cometh"  and  Ibsen's  "Wild  Duck.".  .  .  •  Twentieth-Fox  is 
marking  time  with  three  pix  ready  for  Chicago  exhibition,  but  no  Loop 

houses  yet  available Trio  are  "13  Rue  Madeleine,"  "Boomerang" 

and  "Brasher  Doubloon.".  .  .  •  RKO  Radio's  home  office  team  of 
women  bowlers,  captained  by  Catherine  Ross  and  including  Muriel 
Vanderleith,  Marjorie  Civiello,  Bernadine  Coyle  and  Mary  Farrell,  will 
clash  with  the  20th-Fox   pin  pelters  tonight  at  8   o'clock   in  the  Radio 

City  Bowling  Alleys The  20th  Century-Fox  contingent  is  captained 

by  Lucy  Avenoso  and  includes  Ekiine  Hopton,  Dolores  Morris.  Lillian 
White  and  Romayne  Griffin , 

—  Give  to  the  Red  Cross  — 

•  •  •  ODDS  *N'  ENDS:  Don  and  Gordon  Waterman,  who  con- 
trol the  largest  circuit  of  theaters  in  Adelaide,  Australia,  are  heading 
this  way.  en  route  to  London.  ...  •  RKO-Pathe  will  produce  a  short 
for  the  National  Confectioners'  Assn.,  with  RKO  handing  distribution  of 
200  prints.  ...     •  Stan  Craig,  Paramount's  branch  manager  in  New 

Zealand,  is   due  at  the  home   office  in  April,  for  a   visit Coming 

with  him   will  be   Bill  Hurworth,  Jr..    Para.'s   Sydney   salesman.   .    .   . 

•  "Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  looks  set  for  a  Summer  stay  at  the  Woods, 
Chicago.  ...  •  Vincent  Domanski,  Jr.,  prexy  of  the  Society  of  Philatelic 
Americans,  will  address  the  Cinema  Stamp  Collections  on  Mar.  26.  .  .  . 

•  The  1947  Edgar  Allan  Poe  Award  for  the  best  mystery  film  of  the 
year  will  be  made  by  the  Mystery  Writers  of  America.  Inc..  during  the 
week  of  Apr.  20. 


Exhibs.  Plot  Court 
Franchise  Battles 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

whose  company  has  a  Universal 
franchise  for  this  year,  claims  Uni- 
versal is  not  servicing  the  agreement 
because  of  the  N.  Y.  decision.  A 
contemplated  suit  to  enforce  com- 
pliance is  seen  as  a  test  of  extent 
of  the  N.  Y.  decision. 

At  present  the  booking  group  is 
awaiting  the  outcome  of  the  Drexel 
Amusement  Co.  injunction  hearing 
in  Ohio,  before  proceeding. 

One  possible  solution  might  be  a 
Supreme  Court  ruling  exempcing  dis- 
tributors from  the  N.  Y.  decision 
injunctions  which  forbid  the  per- 
formance of  existing  contracts.  In 
Universai's  application  to  the  High 
Court  for  a  stay  of  bidding  pro- 
visions, company  further  asked  such 
exemption. 


Pa.  Taverns  Need  Extra 
License  to  Exhibit  Tele. 


Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Television  re- 
ceivers are  forbidden  in  spots  li- 
censed by  the  Pennsylvania  Liquor 
Control  Board  unless  an  amusement 
permit  has  been  obtained  from  the 
Board,  under  a  notification  sent  to 
all  retail  licensees,  except  clubs. 

Thomas  D.  Frye,  Board  secretary, 
pointed  out  that  tele  receivers  have 
been  construed  within  the  general 
classification  of  moving  picture  ex- 
hibitions and  that  such  exhibitions 
are  prohibited  without  an  amuse- 
ment permit. 


Tax  Relief  by  Mar.  31  or 
Shutdown — French  Trade 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

unless  in  the  meantime  the  govern- 
ment meets  the  trade's  demands  for 
tax  relief,  especially  as  concerns  ad- 
mission imposts,  it  was  learned  re- 
liably over  the  week-end. 


Commodore  Webster  to  FCC 

Washington  Bureau   of    THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Commodore  Edward 
Mount  Webster,  retired  chief  of 
communications  of  the  U.  S.  Coast 
Guard,  on  Friday  was  named  to  the 
vacancy  on  the  FCC  by  President 
Truman. 


Rank  Plans  Canadian 
Production  in  Future 

Toronto — J.  Arthur  Rank  intends 
to  produce  in  Canada  as  soon  as  the 
Rank  Organization  plans  are  stabil- 
ized in  England,  it  is  learned.  Rank 
will  probably  send  a  unit  from  Eng- 
land, similar  to  the  plan  used  to 
film  "The  O/erlanders"  in  Australia. 
Eventual  plan  is  to  build  a  perma- 
nent local  production  industry,  using 
native  technicians  and  talent,  able 
to  supply  a  regular  number  of  films 
to  the  Rank  distribution  schedule. 
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The  Movie  Junket  That  Made 
History  in  the  West! 
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In  Person 
Stars! 


Joe!  McCrea,  Veronica  Lake,  Don  DeFore, 
Donald  Crisp,  Arleen  Whelan,  Charles  Ruggles, 
Preston  Eoster,  Richard  Conte,  Richard  Ney, 
Hazel  Brooks,  Marjorie  Reynolds,  Sonny  Tufts, 
Jane  Withers,  Jackie  Cooper,  Cleatus  Caldwell, 
Bob  Hutton,  Martha  O'Driscoll,  Tanis  Chandler, 
Macdonald  Carey,  Billy  DeWolf e,  June  Preisser. 


National  Hookup 
Radio  Shows! 


Premiere  coverage  on  coast-to-coast 
networks— NBC,  ABC,  Mutual,  CBS- 
two  broadcasts  directly  from  the  stage 
of  Utah  Theatre! 


McCrea  Elected 
Co-Governor! 


Great  front  page  stunt  grabbing  space, 
space,  more  space,  in  Utah's  newspapers! 


Parade  Takes 
Over  City! 


Front  Page 

Given  to 

"Ramrod"! 
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Famous  Deseret  News 
special  editions  greeting 
to  "Ramrod"  junket! 
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Enterprise  is  off  to  a  distinguishe 
start.  On  cast  names  alone  it  rates  a 
super-western.  Accounts  engrossingl 
for  every  running  minute,  packe 
with  action,  unremittingly  suspense 
ful,sure  to  prosper  in  exhibition.  We: 
at  its  best.  —  M  P  Heral 
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JOEL   McCREA 

The  Ramrod! 


The  ENTERPRISE  Studio  presents 


•ver  the  land,  national  tradepapers  hail  "Ramrod"! 


Packed  with  selling  angles.  Should  register  in 
higher  boxoffice  category.  Packed  with  suspense, 
hard  riding,  gun  fights  and  action,  all  elements 
for  action  lovers  and  cast  names  of  considerable 
value  for  every  marquee.  — Exhibitor 

Telling,  impressive  western.  Realistically  played. 
Unusual,  different.  Good  measure  of  name  sell- 
ing in  production.  Should  lure  audiences. 

—Film  Daily 


Quality  production.  Good  for  heavy  exploi- 
tation. Should  score  highly  at  turnstiles. 
Standout  performances.  Suspense  which 
could   not  be  improved   upon. 

•—Daily  Variety 

Welcomely  adult.  Especially  fine  cast. 
Bows  must  go  to  all.  Extraordinary  touches. 
McCrea  delivers  best  performance  of  ca- 
reer. Couldn't  be   better. 

—Hollywood  Reporter 


WESTERN    FROM    SUPER     U.A.I 


VERONICA   LAKE 

The  Deceiver! 


DONALD   CRISP 

The  Law! 


DON   DeFORE 

The  Killer? 


PRESTON   FOSTER 

The  Trouble! 


ARLEEN   WHELAN 

The  "Pal"! 


'HAKE*  DONALD  CRISP,  DON  DeFORE  in  "RAMROD"  with  PRESTON  FOSTER,  ARLEEN  WHELAN,  CHARLIE  RUGGLES 
G'aham  Baker  and  Cecile  Kramer  •  From  the  Novel  and  Saturday  Evening  Post  Serial  by  Luke  Short  "  Music  by  Adolph 
Directed  by  Andre  de  Toth  •  A  Harry  Sherman  Production   •  Released  Thru  United  Artists 


CHARLIE  RUGGLES 
The  Land  Baron! 
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Gilt-Edge  Proof  That  It's 
"The  Picture  With  The  Golden  Gate''... 

1^  Technicolor 


starring' 


RAY  MILIAND 
BARBARA  STANWYCK 
BARRY  FITZGERALD 


GEORGE  COULOURIS  •  ALBERT  DEKKER 
ANTHONY  QUINN  •  FRANK  FAYLEN 

A  JOHN  FARROW  Production 
Directed  by  JOHN  FARROW 

Screen  Play  by  Frank  Butler  and  Theodore  Strauss 

Produced  by  Seton  I.  Miller 
Lyrics  by  E.  Y.  Harburg  •   Music  by  Carl  Robinson 


Has  Turned  Out  To  Be 

The  Biggest  Of 

The  Famed  "Big  3" 

From  Paramount 
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SEC  Report  Features 
"U"  Warrant  Gifts 


(Continued  from   Page    1) 

his  2,500  shares  of  RKO  dollar  com- 
mon by  Frederick  L.  Ehrman. 

Daniel  Shaeffer  was  reported  dis- 
posing of  2,100  shares  of  Universal 
common,  retaining  18,307,  while  sev- 
eral gifts  of  warrants  for  the  same 
stock  by  Nathan  J.  Blumberg  were 
also  reported.  Blumberg  gave  away 
a  total  of  4,550  warrants,  but  ac- 
quired an  additional  5,000  in  Decem- 
ber through  a  stock  distribution,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  held  29,250. 
J.  Cheever  Cowdin  was  reported  giv- 
ing away  100  warrants  and  acquiring 
5,000  through  distribution  in  Decem- 
ber, leaving  him  with  84,301  in  his 
own  name  and  1,084  and  3,578 
through  the  Cheever  Corp.  and  the 
Whitehall  Securities  Company.  Cow- 
din  also  held  11,637  shares  of  the 
stock,  as  well  as  577  and  1,413 
through   the   two   companies. 

Gifts  of  350  warrants  for  the  same 
stock  were  reported  by  Charles 
Prutzman,  who  retained  20,550  as 
well  as  6,100  shares  of  the  stock  it- 
self. 

A  gift  of  900  shares  of  Paramount 
dollar  common  by  President  Barney 
Balaban  was  also  reported,  Balaban 
retaining  2,600  shares.  Henry  Gins- 
berg sold  1,300  shares  of  the  same 
stock,  but  bought  blocks  of  500  and 
300,  leaving  him  500  shares  in  his 
own  name  and  200  each  in  the  names 
of  William  H.  and  John  D.  Ginsberg. 
Correction  to  the  July  report  showed 
Leonard  Goldenson  and  his  wife  re- 
ceiving 1,200  shares  through  a  stock 
distribution.  This  brought  their  total 
to  2,400,  of  which  they  gave  away 
300  in  December. 

Maurice  Newton  was  reported  ac- 
quiring 15  shares  of  the  stock,  to 
bring  his  total  to  18,620,  in  addition 
to  18,380  held  in  a  trust.  Barney 
Balaban  was  reported  holding  $2,- 
000,000  2%  per  cent  convertible 
notes. 

James  R.  Grainger  was  reported 
to  have  picked  up  300  shares  of  Re- 
public 50  cent  par  stock  in  October, 
and  corrections  to  earlier  reports  on 
the  holdings  of  Carleton  A.  Connell 
and  Herbert  J.  Yates  were  also  in- 
cluded. In  March  Connell  held  706 
shares  of  this  stock,  which  block 
dropped  to  406  by  the  end  of  October. 
He  held  on  to  the  257  shares  of  dol- 
lar cumulative  preferred  he  had  in 
March,  however.  Herbert  J.  Yates, 
holding  14,685  and  86,950  shares  re- 
spectively through  the  Antonsen 
Realty  Company  and  Onsrud,  Inc., 
added  to  his  personal  holding  by 
3,000  shares  in  November,  1,000  in 
December  and  2,000  in  January, 
bringing  his  total  holding  to  39,600 


SICK  LIST 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


"Melody  of  Youth" 

Warners  10  Mins. 

For  Music  Lovers 

Peter  Meres-blum's  California  Ju- 
nior Symphony  composed  wholly  of 
juvenile  talent  is  seen  playing  the 
"Blue  Danube,"  "Dark  Eyes,"  "Beau- 
tiful Dreamer"  and  the  "Washington 
Post  March."  Children  present 
tableaux  illustrating  the  songs. 
Some  beautiful  orchestral  arrange- 
ments to  please  a  music  loving  audi- 
ence. 


"Goofy  Gophers" 

Warners  7  Mins. 

Very  Good 

A  weary  looking  watch  dog  is 
guarding  a  vegetable  patch.  Two 
gophers  raid  the  patch  and  success- 
fully thwart  the  dog's  attempts  to 
stop  them.   Quite  pleased  with  them- 


"Fashion  Means  Business!" 

Twentieth- Fox  17'/z    Mins. 

Dress  Drama 

Behind  the  scenes  in  one  of  Amer- 
ica's biggest  industries  brings  into 
focus  views  of  Paris  and  New  York 
showings,  some  of  the  top  designers 
at  work,  an  explanation  of  the  work- 
ings of  the  International  Ladies  Gar- 
ment Workers  Union,  how  fashions 
are  selected,  how  trends  are  forecast 
and  the  difference  between  the  cou- 
tourier  trade  which  caters  to  few 
and  the  garment  district  which 
clothes  millions.  Especially  appeal- 
ing in  subject  to  women,  men  should 
appreciate  its  contents. 


selves  they  settle  back  to  enjoy  life 
only  to  be  interrupted  by  Bugs 
Bunny.  A  definite  laugh-getter  with 
plenty  of  appeal. 


Broders  Will  Own  10  Lab  Union  Awaits  IA 
Of  30  New  Exchanges  Reply  to  Strike  Move 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

along  Cassidy"  pix  they  acquired 
last  week  on  a  10-year  lease  for  U. 
S.  and  Canada. 

Deal  which  involved  "several  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars"  was  closed 
in  a  matter  of  minutes;  details,  of 
course,  took  several  hours  to  iron 
out. 

As  Paul  Broder  explained,  he 
would  commute  via  plane  from  his 
home  in  Detroit  to  his  office  in  New 
York;  his  brother  Jack  would  handle 
Western  territory  from  his  offices 
in  L.  A. 

Broders  plan  on  owning  10  ex- 
changes outright;  10  others  would  be 
partly  owned  or  controlled;  and  a 
third  group  of  10  exchanges  would 
be  set  up  on  a  straight  franchise  ar- 
rangement. 

More  definite  set-up  will  be  an- 
nounced tomorrow  or  Wednesday  at 
an  industry  press  conference. 


HARRY  ETTLING,  veteran  manager  of 
the  Golden  Gate  Theater,  San  Francisco,  is 
in  St.  Francis  Hospital  there  for  general 
checkup  and  rest. 


shares.  In  addition,  he  holds  per- 
sonally 900  shares  and  through  the 
Antonsen  Realty  Co.  12,300  shares  of 
the  dollar  cumulative  preferred. 

Samuel  Schneider  acquired  500 
shares  of  Warners  $5  par  common, 
having  held  none  previously,  while 
Albert  and  Jack  Warner,  who  hold 
430,000  and  429,000  shares  respec- 
tively, purchased  600  and  700  shares 
respectively  for  trust  funds  they 
maintain.  Both  these  trusts  now  hold 
20,000  shares. 

Norman  Elson  bought  400  shares 
of  TransLux  dollar  common,  adding 
them  to  the  300  he  already  held,  and 
Aquila  Giles  bought  100  shares,  Hav- 
ing held  none  previously. 

Norton  V.  Ritchey  exercised  all 
his  options  for  Monogram  dollar  com- 
mon, acquiring  2,500  shares  to  bring 
his  total  holding  to  7,754  shares.  J. 
E.  Brulatour,  Inc.,  doubled  its  hold- 
ing of  17,092  shares  of  capital  stock 
in  Associated  Motion  Picture  Indus- 
tries. 


(Continued  from  Page  II 
tion  Picture  Laboratory  Technicians 
Union,  Local  702,  IATSE,  AFL. 

John  J.  Francavilla,  president  of 
702,  on  Friday  announced  a  roll  call 
meeting  of  the  entire  membership 
was  scheduled  for  last  night  at  the 
Hotel  Diplomat.  It  was  indicated  a 
strike  vote  would  be  taken. 

The  union's  pact  with  Eastern 
processing  laboratories  expires  at 
midnight  tonight.  Negotiations  had 
been  on  since  Jan.  15. 

Francavilla  stated  that  the  union 
has  filed  a  strike  request  with  Rich- 
ard A.  Walsh,  president  of  IATSE, 
and  is  awaiting  his  reply. 

In  addition  to  a  new  contract,  the 
union  is  seeking  wage  parity  sim- 
ilar to  that  enjoyed  by  the  member- 
ship employed  on  the  Coast.  It  was 
pointed  out  there  was  a  40  per  cent 
difference. 

Laboratories  which  stand  to  be 
affected  are:  Ace,  Consolidated  Film 
Industries,  De  Luxe,  Du  Art,  Guf- 
fanti  Films,  H.  E.  R.,  Malcolm,  Mec- 
ca, Mercury,  Paramount  News,  Para- 
mount L.  I.,  Pathe  Bound  Brook, 
Pathe  106th  Street,  Premium,  Pro- 
ducers, Circle,  Movielab,  Warners 
Home  Office. 


Dr.  Zworykin  Elected 
RCA  Laboratories  V-P 


Dr.  Vladimir  Kosma  Zworykin  has 
been  elected  vice-president  and  tech- 
nical consultant  of  the  RCA  Lab- 
oratories Division,  Brig.  Gen.  David 
Sarnoff,  president  of  RCA  announced 
Friday. 

A  pioneer  in  the  development  of 
all-electronic  television,  Dr.  Zwory- 
kin invented  the  iconoscope  and  the 
kinescope,  electronic  eye  and  picture 
tube  of  the  television  receiver.  He 
has  been  with  RCA  for  17  years. 


District  Protests 
16mm.  License  Bin 


(Continued  from   Page   1) 

Commissioners  would  prove  "abso- 
lutely disastrous"  to  non-theatrical 
educational  programs,  representa- 
tives of  the  groups  said. 

The  proposal  was  made  by  1^  I 
Local  224.  In  addition  to  the  t  J- 
gestion  that  16  mm.  operators  be 
licensed  at  a  fee  of  $65,  the  union 
proposed  that  16  mm.  equipment  be 
placed  in  a  fireproof  container. 

Representatives  of  Catholic,  Jew- 
ish and  Protestant  groups  protested 
the  proposals,  as  well  as  representa- 
tives of  the  U.  S.  Office  of  Education, 
American  Library  Association  and 
other  school,  civic  and  educationai 
organizations.  Also  protesting  was 
C.  R.  Reagan,  president  of  the  Film 
Council  of  America.  FCA  represent? 
many  of  the  individual  organizations  ! 
appearing. 

The  move  in  Washington  was  be- 
lieved to  be  the  opening  of  a  nation- 
wide drive  to  license  16  mm.  opera- 
tors. Observers  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  the  Washington  Commis-t 
sioners   would  reject  the   proposals. 


Duff's  Budget  Message 
To  Bare  Pa.  Tax  Plans 


Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Plans  for  an  '- 
amusement  tax  in  Pennsylvania  will 
be  definitely  known  tonight  after 
Gov.  James  H.  Duff  delivers  his  long- 
awaited  budget  message  for  the 
1947-49  biennium  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

Although  he  has  made  no  reference 
to  an  amusement  tax,  Duff  said  his 
budget    message   will    contain    some! 
specific  recommendations  for  taxes  to  I 
meet    the    increased    costs    of    gov- 
ernment and  for  state  improvements. 
A  two  per  cent  sales  tax  has  been 
rumored,    but    Duff    has    repeatedly  I 
said  he  does  not  favor  such  a  taxj 
unless  it  is  necessary. 

Whether    an    amusement    tax    is 
recommended  in  the  Governor's  bud- 
get message   or  not  will  not  meani 
that  Pennsylvania  will  escape  suchj 
a  tax  by  the  current  session  of  the; 
Legislature.     Several   bills   have  _al-, 
ready  made  their  appearance  calling! 
for    such    taxes,    to    be    imposed    in 
local  subdivisions   of  the  state,  and 
others  providing  that  municipalities 
have  the  right   to   impose   taxes  on 
things  not  already  taxed  by  the  state 


new  posts 


H.  W.  KADRIE,  manager,  Mindako  TheaUrt, 
Minot,   N.   D. 

LESTER  W.   HUGHES,   PRC  salesman.  Me. 

JACK  JACKSON,  manager,  Panama  Theater, 
Panama   City,   Fla. 

THOMAS  COSTELLO,  Para,  staff,  Syraeuw 
N.  Y. 

CHARLES  SCHWEINLER,  manager.  State  The- 
ater, Rockford,  III. 

R.  L.  NICHOLS,  manager,  Apollo  Theater,  B«l 
videre,   III. 

H.  R.  DRURY,  manager,  Monte  Theater,  Montt 
cello,   la. 
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INESCO  Nat'l  Confab 

kiPhilly  Mar.  24-26 
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•cshington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Role  of  films  in  pro- 
loting   international    understanding 

ill  be  included  in  topics  discussed 
t  g^ational  conference  on  UNESCO 
leld  in  Philadelphia  March  24- 
;.iMHore  than  2,000  persons,  includ- 
ig  representatives  of  MPAA  and 
ilMPP  will  attend  the  confab.  A 
pecial  section  on  motion  pictures 
rill  meet  on  March  25. 

General  chairman  of  the  confer- 
ince  is  Dr.  George  Zook,  head  of  the 
Lmerican  Council  on  Education.  As- 
istant  Secretary  of  State  William 
ienton  will  address  the  group  on  the 
pening  day.  His  topic  will  be 
UNESCO— A  Proposal  to  History." 
n  addition  to  conference,  the  na- 
tional commission  of  UNESCO  will 
leet  on  March  26-27.  Expected  to 
^present  MPAA  are  Kenneth  Clark 
fnd  Edward  L.  Roddan. 


Stars,  Heroes,  Statesmen 
\t  Greek  Drive  Luncheon 

Top  movie  stars,  war  heroes  and 
tatesmen  will  be  honored  guests  of 
he  motion  picture  industry  at  a 
luncheon  in  behalf  of  filmdom's 
escue  effort  for  the  Greek  war  or- 
gans to  be  held  March  24  at  the 
Iotel  Astor. 

,  Committee  heading  the  event  in- 
ludes  Ned  Depinet,  Jack  Cohn,  Si 
Fabian,  Harry  Kalmine,  Sol 
khwartz,  Harry  Brandt,  Ted  Gam- 
ble, Tom  Connors,  Robert  Coyne,  Ben 
;5erkowich,  S.  Barret  McCormick, 
]harles  Schlaifer,  Sam  Shain,  Fred 
Schwartz,  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Sam 
linzler,  Ralph  Pielow,  Max  Cohen, 
md  Ben  Abner. 

Robert   Coyne,   executive  director 
if  the  American  Theaters   Associa- 
tion, is  in  charge  of  ticket  distribu- 
tion and  announced  that  only  1,000 
!;  ;eats  are  available  for  the  luncheon. 


p.  S.  Supplies  90  Per  Cent 
»f  Films  Shown  in  Greece 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  American  films  con- 
stitute 90  per  cent  of  products  being 
rshown  in  Greek  theaters,  according 
(to  Spyros  Denetrios  Skouras,  who 
Operates  theaters  in  Greece  and  is 
j also  a  distributor  for  three  Amer- 
ican companies. 

Prior  to  the  war,  American  firms 
[furnished  only  50  per  cent  of  the  pix 
with  Germany  and  France  supplying 
j  most  of  the  balance.  Skouras  is  a 
^ephew  to  Charles,  Spyros  P.  and 
'George  Skouras. 


Enterprise  May  Fly  "Arch"  Stars,  JVews  Reps 

And  Executives  to  Paris  for  May  Premiere 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Two  Air  France  trans-Atlantic  planes  will  carry  some  70  mem- 
bers of  the  "Arch  of  Triumph"  cast,  Enterprise  execs,  and  press  representatives 
to  the  May  1  Paris  premiere  of  "Arch  of  Triumph"  under  a  deal  at  present  being 
negotiated  by  Enterprise  and  the  air  company.  Charles  Boyer  is  planning  to 
make  the  trip  and  indications  are  that  Ingrid  Bergman's  Broadway  play  will 
close  in  April  so  that  she  too  could  be  among  those  present.  Current  head- 
ache is  to  skeletonize  the  press  list  to  include  a  representative  but  smaller 
number  than  the  70  participating  in  the  recent  "Ramrod"  junket. 


CHARTERED 


STARLITE  THEATERS,  INC.,  PONTIAC,  Mich., 
operate  theaters.  Capital  $25,000  preferred  at 
$100,  $25,000  common  at  $10.  Assets,  $20,000. 
Jasper  T.  Warden,  John  A.  Howell,  and  John 
S.  Harvey,  Pontiac,  incorporators,  200  shares 
each. 


Local  Fights  Face  Dewey  Taxes 

Houses  to  Battle  in  Counties,  Cities 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


Governor  is  unalterably  committed 
co  his  tax  recommendations  and  it  is 
likely-  that  the  companion  bills  will 
reach  the  floor  of  the  Legislature 
without  reference  to  committee. 

Since  the  measures  merely  author- 
ize the  municipalities  to  assess  the 
five  per  cent  ticket  tax,  it  will  be 
possible  to  defeat  the  measure  in 
individual  localities  where  sufficient 
strength  can  be  mustered. 

Meanwhile,  as  foretold  by  The 
Film  Daily  last  week,  the  primary 
oasis  of  exhibitor  opposition  in  New 
York  City  centered  on  the  "unfair- 
ness" of  the  "discriminatory  legis- 
lation." 

At  the  week-end,  the  Metropolitan 
Motion  Picture  Theaters  Associa- 
tion issued  the  following  statement 
expressing  its  position. 

"The   MMPTA    is   willing    to 
bear  their  fair  share  of  the  tax 
burden,  but  they  -cannot  feel  it 
fair  to  tax  the  tickets  of  their 
millions  of  patrons  in  the  lower 
income   brackets    to    whom   the 
movies  are  the  chief  and  almost 
only  means  of  necessary,  health- 
ful relaxation  and  recreation,  at 
a  higher  rate  than  the  wealthy 
purchasers   of    mink    coats    and 
numerous   other    purely    luxury 
items  would  pay  under  the  new 
tax    proposals   now    before   the 
Legislature  at  Albany." 
Jesse  Stern,  president  of  the  Un- 
affiliated    Independent     Exhibitors, 
went  much  further  in  his  condemna- 
tion of  the  impending  taxes. 

"A  city  amusement  tax  will  be 
the  final  nail  in  the  exhibitor's 
coffin,"  Stern  said,  "especially 
since  it  comes  at  a  time  when 
grosses  are  sharply  off  from  the 


average  of  the  past  few  years." 

Maintaining  that  business  had  fal- 
len off  25  to  30  per  cent  in  the  neigh- 
Dorhood  areas  as  well  as  Times 
Square,  Stern  pointed  out  that  ex- 
hibitors were  already  facing  the 
necessity  of  reducing  admission 
prices,  but  could  not  afford  to  absorb 
an  extra  admission  tax  in  addition. 

Meanwhile  on  Friday,  Governoi 
Dewey's  special  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation was  asked  in  Albany  by 
spokesmen  for  teacher  groups  ana 
school  boards  to  forego  the  local 
caxing  program  proposed  by  the 
state's  chief  executive.  The  Com- 
mittee was  told  by  the  school  reps, 
chat  imposition  of  local  taxes,  in- 
cluding the  admissions  levy,  woulo. 
arouse  public  resentment  against  the 
teachers  and  "create  havoc." 


Dewey's  Program  a  "Cruel" 
Burden,  Connolly  Claims 

Governor  Dewey's  tax  program 
would  "impose  a  cruel  burden  on  mil- 
lions of  our  people,"  City  Council- 
man Eugene  P.  Connolly  said  in  call- 
ing upon  New  Yorkers  to  rally 
behind  Mayor  O'Dwyer  in  his  fight 
to  obtain  additional  state  air. 

"The  idea  that  a  dollar  meal  and  a 
night  at  the  movies  or  theater  con- 
stitutes a  luxury  is  an  archaic  one," 
Councilman  Connolly  declared. 

State  aid  to  municipalities  is  the 
real  answer  to  the  fiscal  problems  oi 
New  York,  the  Councilman  argues. 
He  stated,  "There  is  no  reason  why 
a  huge  and  unproductive  state  sur- 
plus should  be  build  up,  and  at  the 
same  time  force  the  imposition  of 
cruel  additional  taxes  upon  our 
people  and  business." 


16mm.  Association  Will 
Embrace  All  of  Industry 


Detroit  —  Legal  entanglements  of 
exhibitors,  unfair  practices  by  film 
exchanges  and  supply  houses,  as  well 
as  unfair  practices  by  exhibitors  will 
be  dealt  with  by  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  16  mm.  Exhibitors,  as  pro- 
posed by  Fred  Joseph  Campau,  of 
Pinconning. 

While  present  plans  are  confined 
to  exhibition  only,  the  ultimate 
achievement  of  a  nation-wide  organ- 
ization co-ordinating  all  phases  of 
the  16  mm.  industry  is   envisioned. 


Havelock,  Neb.,  Joyo 
Asks  Clearance  Cut 


In  a  complaint  filed  last  week  with 
the  Omaha  arbitration  tribunal, 
Clarence  D.  Frasier,  operator  of  the 
Joyo  Theater  in  Havelock,  Neb., 
maintained  that  clearances  granted 
by  all  distributors  to  the  Lincoln, 
Stuart,  Nebraska,  Capitol,  Varsity, 
State  and  Colonial  Theaters  in  Lin- 
coln, were  "unreasonable  as  to  time 
and  area." 

Complainant  requested  a  reduc- 
tion to  14  days  after  the  Lincoln, 
Stuart,  Nebraska  and  State,  and  one 
day  after  the  Varsity  and  Colonial. 


House-Less  Producers 
Back  Heavy  UK  Quota 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
in  whether  or  not  there  is  a  quota," 
Launder  said.  "On  the  other  hand, 
Alexander  Korda  might  favor  the 
idea  since  he  must  compete  with  the 
American  product  for  playing  time 
in  British  theaters." 

Launder  was  optimistic  about  the 
box-office  prospects  of  "The  Adven- 
turess" in  the  United  States.  Point- 
ing out  that  the  picture  surpassed 
the  all-time  record  of  "Going  My 
Way"  in  Ireland,  he  said  that  the 
large  Irish  population  in  New  York 
City  should  like  the  film  and  send 
it  off  to  a  good  start. 

Launder,  who  together  with  Sid- 
ney Gilliat  heads  an  independent 
producing  company  within  the  J. 
Arthur  Rank  organization. 

Nat'l  Film  Carriers  Name 
Regional  Distributors 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

and  other  pictures  were  taken  here 
at  the  week-end  by  the  National  Film 
Carriers  Association.  Their  meeting 
on  Saturday  was  addressed  by  Milton 
Kusell,  SRO's  general  sales  manager, 
now  Hollywood-bound.  Kusell  flew 
here  from  New  York. 

Following  are  the  names  of  Na- 
tional Film  distributors  and  terri- 
tory they  will  handle:  W.  A.  Slater, 
Portland,  Seattle;  Thomas  Gilboy, 
San  Francisco,  Los  Angeles;  R.  V. 
Martin,  Dallas;  Earl  Jameson,  St. 
Louis,  Kansas  City,  Denver,  Salt 
Lake  City;  John  Vickers,  Charlotte; 
L.  V.  Benton,  Atlanta;  M.  H.  Bran- 
don, New  Orleans,  Memphis;  Charles 
Trampe,  Milwaukee;  Edward  John- 
son, Cleveland;  Harold  McKinney, 
Des  Moines;  Gladys  Pike,  Film  Truck 
Service,  Detroit;  Meyer  Adelman, 
Cincinnati;  George  Callahan,  Jr., 
Pittsburgh;  James  P.  Clark,  Wash- 
ington, New  York;  Frank  Smith,  Al- 
bany, Buffalo,  and  S.  J.  Marshall, 
Boston  and  New  England. 

The  policy  committee  held  a  meet- 
ing Friday.  Officers  were  elected 
Saturday. 

McDowall  as  Star 
And  Associate  Producer 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Roddy  McDowall  has 
been  signed  by  Lindsley  Parsons  for 
two  pictures  a  year  over  a  three- 
year  period.  McDowall  who  recently 
completed  an  important  role  in  "Holi- 
day in  Mexico,"  will  be  associate  pro- 
ducer to  Parsons  as  well  as  star. 
Mono,  will  release. 


KflimE  TOUCH 


MERLE     DRIVER,     supervisor,    Rogers     Theater, 

Montgomery,   Ala. 
ANN    KING  and  MAE  JONES,  cashiers,  Rogers, 

Montgomery,  Ala. 
EVELYN    LARBY,   secretary.   Republic,   Omaha. 
DORIS  GROSS,  booker,  Warner  Brothers,  Omaha. 
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It's  a  SWEET  TUNE  at  the  B.  OJ 

SONG  HOT!  inN.Y. 

(TORRID!  in  Buffalo 

SONG  HOT!  in  L  A. 

GOOD!  in  Chi.  (2nd  Week  FANCY! ) 
IERRIF!  in  Cincy 
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end  it's  just  beginning  to  sing! 
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"Buck  Privates  Come 
Home" 

with  Bud  Abbott,  Lou  Costello 
Univ.-lnt.  77  Mins. 

BANG-UP,  SLAP  DASH  STUFF 
SHOULD  HAVE  THE  RAFTERS  RINGING; 
A  &  C  CLICK  AGAIN. 

Like  almcst  always,  Abbott  and  Costello 
supply  comedy  from  the  very  outset  and 
continue  to  supply  it  until  the  very  end. 
Their  brand  of  humor  is  eminently  the 
popular  variety.  Mr.  Average  Man,  Mrs. 
Average  Woman  and  Average  Child  stand 
to  be  effectually  entertained  with  this 
number.  At  heart  the  boys  are  gag  men. 
Also  they  have  a  human  warmth  in  their 
motives  that  gives  the  scenario  much  more 
than  mere  framework  for  clowning.  Here 
they  smuggle  a  French  orphan  into  the 
country  and  at  length  arrange  for  her  to 
stay  and  be  adopted. 

The  discharged  G.I.  will  find  laughs, 
too.  His  laughs  might  be  cf  a  sardonic  vari- 
ety stemming  from  inner  understanding  of 
status  quo,  the  restored  "place"  of  the 
veteran.  These  facets  are  not  gone  into 
very   deeply,   the  surface   is  skimmed. 

Plot  jumps  off  aboard  ship  with  the  pair 
returning  from  the  wars.  Costello  has 
smuggled  Beverly  Simmons  in  his  bar- 
rack bag.  She's  found.  There's  a  KP  inter- 
lude that  concludes  on  a  pie-in-the-face 
note.  Ashore  the  boys  are  discharged  and 
return  to  their  business,  selling  ties  in 
Times  Square.  They  meet  up  with  the 
child  again.  She  has  eluded  immigration 
officers.  They  mean  to  keep  her  but  can- 
not make  legal  adoptirn  moves  until  they 
are  more  secure.  Joan  Fulton  and  Tom 
Brown  come  on  the  scene.  Brown  is  a 
midget  racing  car  driver  who  has  a  hot 
job  waiting  for  a  race.  Money  is  raised  to 
pry  it  loose  frcm  debts.  With  the  cops 
and  authorities  on  his  trail,  Costello  hops 
into  the  pint-sized  car  and  there  follows 
a  wild,  exciting  chase.  A  manufacturer 
whose  car  has  been  commandeered  ob- 
serves the  performance  of  the  racing  job 
and  the  future  is  set. 

The  detailing  has  laughter  galore  and 
everyone  in  the  cast  is  in  fine  comic  fet- 
tle. Charles  T.  Barton's  direction  keeps 
the  laughs  coming  always,  Robert  Arthur's 
production  is  ud  to  par. 

CAST:  Bud  Abbott,  Lou  Costello,  Tom  Brown, 
Joan  Fulton,  Nat  Pendleton,  Beverlv  S'mmons, 
Don  Beddoe.  Don  Porter,  Dona'd  McBride.  Lane 
Watson,  William  Chinq,  Peter  Thomoson.  Geora= 
B°ban,  Jr.,  Lennie  Dremen,  Al  Murphy,  Bib 
Wilke,  WiN;am  Haade.  Janna  DeLoos,  Buddy 
Roosevelt.  Chuck   Hamilton. 

CREDITS:  Producer.  Robert  Arthur;  Director. 
Charles  T.  Barton;  Screenplay  bv  John  Grant, 
Frederic  I.  Rinaldo;  Robert  Lees;  Orlqinal  story, 
Richard  Macaulay,  Bradford  Rooes;  Cameraman. 
Charles  Van  Enger;  Art  Directors.  Bernard 
Herzbrun,  Frank  A.  Richards;  Film  Editor,  Ed- 
ward Curtiss;  Music,  Walter  Schumann:  Or- 
chestrations, David  Tomkin;  Sound,  Charles 
Felstad;  Set  Decorators,  Russell  A.  Gausman 
Charles  Wvrick:  Assistant  Director,  Joseph  E. 
Kennev:  Soecial  Photograohv.  Dovid  S.  H«rsley. 
DIRECTION,   Good.      PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fine. 


ATS  Meeting  Tomorrow 

An  open  meeting1  tomorrow  of  the 
American  Television  Society  will 
hear  Dr.  F.  C.  Back  demonstrate  with 
film  the  new  zoomar  lens  for  motion 
pictures  television.  Meetiner  will  be 
held  at  the  Advertising  Club. 

To  Beissue  "Native  Land" 

"Native  Land"  will  be  re-issued  by 
Brandon  Films,  Inc. 


"Lost  Honeymoon" 

with    Franchot    Tone,    Ann    Richards,    Tom 

Conway 
Eagle-Lion  71   Mins. 

CLEVERLY  CONCOCTED  COMEDY  OF 
MARRIAGE,  FATHERHOOD,  AMNESIA 
HAS  PACE  AND  SPARKLE. 

Starting  in  London,  this  tale  immedi- 
ately skips  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.  and  at 
once  the  eyebrow-lifting  comedy  aspect  of 
the  number  begins  to  make  itself  known. 
Francot  Tone,  an  architect,  is  planning  to 
wed  Frances  Rafferty  when  Ann  Richards  ar- 
rives on  the  scene  with  a  pair  of  twins — 
Tone's.  Seems  he  was  married  in  England 
whilst  suffering  from  amnesia  and  returned 
from  military  life  disremembering  any  part 
of  it. 

Bryan  Foy's  production  cf  this  story 
utilizes  first-grade  ingredients  and  the 
laughter  comes  spontaneously.  A  sneak 
pre  -  view  audience  at  a  Times  Square 
house  responded  to  every  facet  of  the 
humor  and  fairly  screamed  at  the  conclud- 
ing gag. 

Ann  Richards  brings  the  children  over. 
She  is  not  their  mother,  who  was  killed 
in  the  blitz.  She  fakes  a  passport  to  give 
the  children  ever  to  their  proper  parent's 
care.  She  poses  as  the  missing  wife.  In 
Rochester  there's  a  comedy  of  errors,  mis- 
taken identities  and  the  like  which  plays 
hob  with  Tone's  and  Miss  Rafferty's  mari- 
tal  plans. 

Tone  warms  up  to  the  problem  and  even 
attempts  to  romance  Miss  Richards  but  she 
outs  him  off  and  Tone  resorts  to  Tom 
Conway,  a  doctor,  to  straighten  him  out. 
It  is  brought  out  that  Miss  Richards  is 
not  Tone's  wife.  A  wedding  with  Miss 
Rafferty  is  arranged.  By  this  time  Tone 
feels  disinclined  to  go  through  with  it  and 
he  fakes  an  amnesia  attack.  Once  more 
the  nuptials  are  called  off.  Tone  locates 
Miss  Richards,  arranges  to  marry  her  so 
she  will  not  be  deported  and  the  yarn  con- 
cludes on  a  note  of  high  hospital  merri- 
ment. 

Tone  and  Miss  Richards  handle  their 
ends  of  the  doings  very  well  and  the  en- 
tire support  is  suitable  to  the  various 
tasks. 

CAST:  Franchot  Tone,  Ann  Richards,  Fron- 
-es  Rafferty,  Una  O'Connor,  Winston  Severn, 
Clarence  Kolb,  Tom  Conway,  Adele  Davenport, 
Sandra  Roger,  John  Wald. 

CREDITS:  Production  by  Bryan  Foy;  Director, 
Leigh  Jason;  Screenplay,  Joseph  Fields;  Pro- 
-lucer,  Lee  Marcus;  Music,  Werner  Hevman; 
Cameraman,  L.  W.  O'Connell;  Film  Editor, 
Norman  Colbert;  Art  Direction,  Edward  C. 
Jewell;  Set  Decorators,  Armor  Marlowe,  Clar- 
ence Steenson;  Sound,  J.  N.  A.  Hawkins;  Music 
Director,   Irving    Friedman. 

DIRECTION,  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  First 
Rate. 

Test  Intermission  Policy 
For  "Arch  of  Triumph" 

Hollywood — Decision  on  whether 
to  show  Enterprise's  "Arch  of  Tri- 
umph'^ with  or  without  an  intermis- 
sion will  be  made  following  a  series 
of  six  sneak  previews  in  New  York, 
Chicago,  New  Orleans,  Minneapolis- 
St.  Paul.  Seattle  and  Chicago.  Show- 
ings will  be  within  a  50-mile  radius 
of  the  cities. 

Director  Lewis  Milestone  will  at- 
tend all  of  the  showings,  three  of 
which  will  have  intermissions  and 
three  without  breaks. 


"The  Years  Between" 

with  Valerie  Hobson,  Michael  Redgrave 
Prestige-Univ.  88  Mins. 

SLOW-MOVING  HEAVY  DRAMA  WITH 
WORLD  WAR  II  ENOCH  ARDEN— FE- 
MALE TWIST  IS  BEST  SUITED  TO  ART- 
INTIMATE  SPOTS. 

The  husband  goes  off  to  war.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  wife  is  informed  he  is 
dead.  Her  mourning  is  pathetic,  nerve 
wracking  and  she  becomes  slightly  de- 
ranged. People  close  to  her  urge  that  she 
take  her  spouse's  place  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament.  She  does  not  think  she's  up 
to  it  but  agrees  and  makes  a  go  cf  the 
game.  Later  she  is  attracted  to  a  neighbor 
and  they  plan  to  wed  in  short  order.  Her 
place  in  politics  is  assured.  She  has  thrown 
off  the  widow's  weeds  and  things  are 
looking  up.  On  the  eve  of  the  wedding 
word  comes  that  her  husband  has  been 
found  in  a  prison  camp  and  due  hrme  soon. 

His  absence  from  home  a  few  years  has 
worked  marked  changes  in  mental  outlook 
and  he  requires  understanding  from  his 
family.  He  is  not  immediately  aware  of 
the  nature  of  his  wife's  pursuit,  her  new 
emotional  interest  or  the  changes  wrought 
since  his  absence.  The  ether  man  in  the 
case  is  willing  to  move  out.  The  wife  tries 
to  effect  a  reconciliation  but  it  is  quite 
hopeless.  It  is  dependent  on  an  old  family 
retainer  to  speak  the  wisdom  of  her  age 
and  eventually  bring  husband  and  wife  to- 
gether again.  The  husband,  it  is  revealed, 
carried  out  a  top  secret  mission  and  was 
forbidden  to  let  it  be  known  he  was  alive 
all  the  while. 

For  audiences  preferring  slow-moving, 
solid  drama,  this  version  of  a  play  by 
Daphne  Du  Maurier  should  be  listed.  Con- 
cluding on  a  note  of  wartime  triumoh  there 
are  strewn  in  the  telling  Anglo-American 
slants  to  strike  comic  notes,  in  contrast 
to  the  general  sombre  tone. 

Comoton  Bennett's  direction  hits  static 
snots.  Production  details  seemed  unfinished. 
Outdoor  locales  are  realistic,  so  are  scenes 
during  doodlebug  raids.  Performances  are 
stodav.  offered  up  with  little  lustre. 

CAST:  Michael  Redarave.  Valerie  Hobson, 
Flora  Rnbson,  Jam°s  McKechnie.  F»l;x  Avlmer, 
Dulcie  Grav.  John  Gilpin,  Edward  Ribby,  Yvonn= 
Owen,  Wylie  Watson,  Esma  Cannon,  Muriel 
George.  Lvn  Evans,  Joss  Ambler,  Ernes  Butcher, 
Kat;°  Johnson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Svdnev  Box;  Director. 
Comoton  Bennett;  Assistant  Producer.  Bettv  E 
Tavlor;  Cameramen,  Reainald  H.  Wver,  Bert 
Mason;  Film  Ed'tor,  Cordon  Hales;  Sets,  James 
Ca't°r-   S""nd,  George   Buraess. 

DIRECTION,    Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fair. 


Pittsburgh  Area  Houses 
Request  Competitive  Bids 

Pittsburgh — Theaters  in  four  area 
communities  have  requested  com- 
petitive biddiner  on  future  product. 
Towns  are  Ambridsre.  Bradford  and 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  Grafton,  W.  Va. 

All  of  the  requests  were  from 
houses  that  have  not  had  preferred 
runs  in  the  past. 


M-G-M  Offers  Two  More 

Chicago — M-G-M  is  offering:  two 
more  features  for  bids  in  the  Cicero 
area,  in  line  with  reports  that  more 
bids  would  be  sought  there.  "The 
Showoff"  and  "Undercurrent"  are  the 
most  recent  to  be  up  for  exhibitor 
bidding. 
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KPCCT  SPAin  WILL  RELAX  PIX  KttTRICTIOnS 


fathanson  Sues  Rank  on  "Exclusive"  Franchise 


Files  Writ  for  Specific 
[erformance;  Asks  Relief 
irough  an  Injunction 

Toronto — Claiming  exclusive  Can- 
lia  and  Newfoundland  distribution 
l.ghts   to    English-made    films    pro- 

aced  by  General  Cinema  Finance 
Jorp.  and  its  subsidiaries,  Paul  Na- 
panson's  Empire-Universal  has  filed 
writ  against  the  Rank  interests. 
l/rit  is  for  specific  performance  of 
lie  alleged  contract,  and  also  asks 
nr  an  injunction  restraining  the  de- 
pndants  from  distributing  certain 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 

I.  C.  Indies  Out-Bid 
Ircuit  for  Top  Pix 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Independent  the- 
Iter  operators  have  outbid  Wilby- 
Lincey  on  a  couple  of  top  flight  re- 
bases,  including  "The  Egg  and  I" 
nd  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives." 
'op  bid  for  the  Universal-Interna- 
ional  "Egg"  was  from  H.  B.  Meisel- 
lan,  who  will  show  the  picture  at 
is  new  suburban  theater,  the  Manor, 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 

iughes,  UA  Will  Battle 
Milwaukee  on  'Outlaw' 

Milwaukee— Howard  Hughes  and 
Jnited  Artists  will  fight  for  the 
ight  to  show  "The  Outlaw"  in  Mil- 
waukee, George  Raftery,  UA  gen- 
ral  attorney,  said  after  a  weekend 
mddle  on  the  withdrawl  of  the 
Iughes  film  from  the  Towne  Theater 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Gov't  Wins  Review  In 
Scophony  Ltd.  Case 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington— By  a  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  decisim  yesterday  the  Gov- 
ernment won  a  review  of  the  high 
court's  decision  that  a  U.  S.  District 
Court  in  New  York  City  lacked 
jurisdiction  over  Scophony  Limited. 
The  District  Court  had  dismissed 
the  British  Corporation  as  a  de- 
fendant in  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice's anti-trust  suit  against  U.  S. 
Scophony,  er.  al. 


IK  K.  Theaters  Back  to  Normal  Operation; 

New  Coal  Slash  Crippling  Eastman  Kodak 

London  (By  Cable) — British  film  theaters  yesterday  were  permitted  to  resume 
operating  at  normal  hours  by  an  order  issued  'by  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
affecting  so-called  "non-essential"  consumers  of  power.  The  theaters  have 
been  remaining  closed  until  4  p.m. 

However,  the  Ministry  directed  that  the  theaters  must  use  one-third  less 
power  than  before  the  fuel  crisis. 


London  (By  Cable) — The  British  film  industry  was  faced  with  a  new  critical 
raw  stock  situation  yesterday  as  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power's  latest  coal 
allocation  slashed  consumption  to  33  1/3  per  cent  of  normal. 

Eastman  Kodak,  it  was  reported,  is  already  working  at  50  per  cent  of  normal 
and  unable  to  maintain  production. 


Allied  Seeks  16MM. 

Ban  in  Contracts 


Allied  Theater  Owners  of  New 
Jersey  at  a  meeting  yesterday  de- 
cided to  recommend  to  its  member- 
ship the  incorporation  into  all  film 
contracts  of  a  special  clause  to  pro- 
tect the  exhibitor  from  16  mm.  com- 
petition. 

The  organization,  while  recogniz- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


FCC  Grants  Conditional 
FM  Permit  to  B.  &  K. 


Washington  Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  The  FCC  yesterday 
awarded  a  grant  to  Balaban  &  Katz 
and  nine  other  applicants  for  new 
FM  stations  in  Chicago. 

In  the  case  of  B  &  K,  however,  the 
Commission  took  notice  of  the  pend- 
ing anti-trust  suit  against  Paramount 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


IA  to  Mediate  New 
Lab-Union  Talks 


Further  new  contract  talks  be- 
tween the  Motion  Picture  Laboratory 
Technicians  Union,  Local  702,  IATSE, 
AFL,  and  managements  of  18  film 
processing  firms  in  the  local  area, 
will  take  place  this  week,  it  was 
revealed  yesterday  as  the  midnight 
deadline  for  expiration  of  the  union's 
contract  approached. 

Appointment  yesterday  of  James 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Cole  Asks  Film  Cos.  for 
More  Prints  for  Texas 


Dallas — Arguing  that  quicker  play 
dates  would  mean  greater  return  for 
both  exhibitors  and  distributors,  H. 
A.  Cole,  president  of  Allied  Theater 
Owners  of  Texas,  has  written  to  five 
major  companies  asking  that  more 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Cripps  Sees  Exchange  Ease 

Home  Product  Proving  Balance  Factor 


Master  Calls  for  Refunds 
In  Oriental  Theater  Case 


Chicago — Recommendations  of 
Master  in  Chancery  Joseph  F.  El- 
ward,  in  the  contempt  hearing  in  the 
32  W.  Randolph  St.  Corp.,  former 
operators  of  the  Oriental  Theater, 
have  been  made  to  Federal  Judge 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


London  (By  Cable) — Pointing  out 
that  film  entertainment  was  an  im- 
portant factor  in  providing  relax- 
ation for  the  people  in  these  difficult 
times,  Sir  Stafford  Cripps,  chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  speaking  be- 
fore the  House  of  Commons  last 
night,  reported  "we  are  not  embark- 
ing on  a  hurried  policy  of  cutting  off 
our  imports.  We  are  trying  to  coun- 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Allport  Talks  Bear  Fruit; 
Portugal  Also  May  Mini- 
mize Tax  Decree  on  Films 


By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Spain  is  expected 
soon  to  relax  some  of  its  tough  re- 
strictions on  American  and  other 
foreign  motion  pictures,  it  was 
learned  yesterday. 

Fay  Allport,  MPAA's  European 
manager,  has  been  conferring  with 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Eagle-Lion  Officers 
In  Latin-Am,  by  June 

Eagle-Lion  will  open  nine  offices 
in  Latin  America  by  June,  Sam  Sei- 
delman,  PRC  foreign  manager,  said 
at  a  press  conference  yesterday.  PRC 
will  lend  Seidelman  to  E-L  so  that  he 
can  set  up  offices  in  Mexico  City, 
Panama  City,  Lima,  Santiago,  Buenos 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Name  Four  to  Oppose  Tax 
Program  Before  Senators 

Local   exhibitor   organization   and 
circuit  reps.,  meeting  in  the  offices  of 
the  Century  Circuit,  last  night  ap- 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


MPAA  to  Mark  25th 
Birthday  in  May 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  A  dinner  to  cele- 
brate the  25th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Motion  Picture  As- 
sociation will  be  held  in  New  York, 
in  mid-May,  it  was  announced  yes- 
terday. 

Representatives  of  the  United  Na- 
tions, Government  and  of  foreign 
motion  picture  industries  will  be  in- 
vited to  join  with  leaders  of  the 
American  industry  to  mark  the 
progress  and  development  cf  films 
during  the  past  quarter  century. 

Under  Johnston's  direction  com- 
mittees are  now  being  appo'nfed  to 
handle  the  dinner,  to  be  held  at  the 
Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel.  Johnston  will 
leave  on  his  European  trip  following 
the  dinner. 
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RepresentatiTes:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Ealer,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
MONTREAL — Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Jack 
Droy,  411  Lyric  Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher,  19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl, 
N.  S.  W.  Phone,  UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— 
Jean  Pierre  Meys,  110  Rue  des  Paquerettes. 
MOSCOW— Raymond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Met- 
ropole.  COPENHAGEN  —  John  Lindberg, 
Jernbanealle  No.  3,  Copenhagen-Van  Loese. 
AMSTERDAM— Dr.  J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubens- 
straat  80.  ROME — John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludo- 
visi  16.  Phone,  42758.  TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A. 
R.   Rojansky,  26   Rothschild  Blvd. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 

Am.  Seat 19%     19         19       —     % 

Bell  &  Howell 20         20         20      —  1 V4 

Columbia    Picts 19%     19y4     19%+     % 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..    85         85         85+1 

East.  Kodak  238       237l/4  237Vi  +  1  Va 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 2134     21 V4     21%  —     5/8 

Loew's,    Inc 24V4     23%     235/8  _     i/4 

Paramount       26l/4     25^4     25%  —     Vs 

RKO        141/2     Mi/4     14V4—     V4 

Republic    Pict 734       75/8       7%  —     % 

Republic   Pict.   pfd...    14         14         14      —     l/4 
20th    Century-Fox    .  .   33%     32%     32%  —     % 

Universal   Pict 25%     25         25         

Warner  Bros 15%     15%     153/8  —     y8 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram   Picts.    . . .     41/2       4V4       4V4  —     % 

RKO      414       4  4         

Sonotone  Corp 3'/8       2%       3V8   +     Vs 

Technicolor      15V4     15         15       —     V4 

Trans-Lux      4%       4%       AVs  —     Vs 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor     4Vi      4% 

Pathe     6V2      7Vi 


MERVIN    ASH 

&    CO. 

MEMBERS 

NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

Statistical  information  on 

listed  and  un- 

listed    securities  available 

upon   request. 

Telephone:    HAnover 

2-3050 

61    BROADWAY 

NEW  YORK 
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PRESIDENT  ERIC  A.  J  O  H  N  S  T  O  N  ,  of  the 
MPAA,  arrived  yesterday  in  Hollywood  to  con- 
fer with   industry  leaders. 

GRAD  SEARS,  PAUL  N.  LAZARUS,  JR.,  ED- 
WARD M.  SCHNITZER,  JACK  WEREGE  and 
ROBERT  GOLDFARB,  return  to  New  York  this 
morning  from  the  Chicago  regional  sales  meet- 
ing. 

JOHN  P.  BYRNE,  Eastern  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  is  in  Buffalo  today  on  a  swing  of  ex- 
changes   under    his    supervision. 

HILDA  LESSER,  secretary  to  E.  M.  SAUNDERS, 
assistant  general  sales  manager  for  M-G-M,  is 
due  tomorrow  from  San  Francisco  where  she 
has    been    vacationing. 

MARVIN  SCHENCK,  vice-president  of  Loew's 
and  Eastern  rep.  for  the  M-G-M  studio,  returned 
yesterday  from  a   vacation  at   Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

TOM  DRAKE  is  slated  to  leave  for  the  Coast 
tomorrow. 

EDWIN  W.  AARON,  assistant  general  sales 
manager  for  M-G-M,  leaves  Thursday  for  Miami 
and  a  vacation. 

CHARLES  DEESEN,  home  office  assistant  to 
John  J.  Moloney,  Central  sales  manager  for 
M-G-M,  returned  yesterday  from  a  three-week 
trip   to  exchanges. 

WILLIAM  G.  BRENNER,  head  of  M-G-M's 
field  auditors,  returned  yesterday  from  a  three- 
week  visit  to  the  Coast. 

RUDY  BERGER,  M-G-M  Southern  sales  mana- 
ger, arrived  in  Oklahoma  City  today  with  his 
assistant,  LEONARD   HIRSCH. 

MRS.  WILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  head  of  the 
accounting  department  of  Astor  Pictures  of 
Georgia,  is  back  in  Atlanta  from  New  York, 
where  she  attended  the  wedding  of  her  son, 
Ned. 

IKE  and  HARRY  KATZ,  of  Kay  Film  Ex- 
changes, have  returned  to  Atlanta  after  visit- 
ing  their  Memphis  and   New  Orleans   branches. 

R.  E.  MARTIN,  SR.  of  Martin  Theaters,  and 
J.  H.  THOMPSON  of  Martin-Thompson  Thea- 
ters, Hawkinsville,  Ga.,  have  returned  after  a 
business   meeting   in   Atlanta. 

ANNABELLA  left  Hollywood  yesterday,  en 
route  for  Paris  aboard  the  S.S.  America  on 
March    19. 

BRIAN  AHERNE  is  en  route  from  the  Coast 
for  a  four-month  stay  during  which  he  will 
rehearse  with  Katharine  Cornell  for  their  re- 
vival  of   "The   Barretts  of  Wimpole  St." 

Associates  28th  Annual 
Dinner  Set  for  May  16 

Motion  Picture  Associates  will 
hold  its  28th  annual  dinner  and  dance 
May  16  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  This 
year  there  will  be  no  request  for 
donations  or  solicitation  of  adver- 
tising for  the  journal.  Individuals 
will  be  asked  to  buy  tickets  only. 
Feature  of  the  dinner  will  be  presen- 
tation of  awards  for  service  within 
the  industry. 

In  a  statement.  Fred  J.  Schwartz, 
president,  said:  "Today  Motion  Pic- 
ture Associates  looks  forward  to  a 
new  alliance  with  the  Motion  Picture 
Foundation  which  will  become  the 
parent  charitable  association  of  the 
industry." 


Mersereau  Returns  Home 
To  Finish  Convalescence 


Don  Mersereau,  associate  publish- 
er and  general  manager  of  The  Film 
Daily,  has  been  discharged  from 
Doctors  Hospital  after  a  six-weeks' 
stay,  and  has  returned  to  his  home 
at  520  E.  90th  St.  to  complete  con- 
valescence from  a  fracture  of  the 
left  leg.  Mersereau  was  the  victim 
of  a  hit-run  autoist. 


ED  SCOFIELD  and  SAM  TAYLOR,  co-producers 
of  "Las  Vegas,"  with  PAUL  GERALD  SMITH, 
writer,  and  JACQUES  MERSEREAU,  set  de- 
signer, are  in  Las  Vegas  for  conferences  on 
locale    matters    with    city    officials. 

WILLIAM  F.  RODGERS,  M-G-M  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  sales  manager,  is  scheduled 
to  leave  Hollywood  tomorrow,  en  route  to  the 
home  office. 

ANGELA  LANSBURY,  British  actress,  is  mak- 
ing a  series  of  personal  appearances  in  Wil- 
mington, Washington  area,  in  connection  with 
her  latest  film,  UA's   "Bel  Ami." 

ROBERT  STEVENSON,  DOS  director,  sails 
Mar.  22  on  the  liner  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth,  on 
exchange  basis,  to  direct  Korda's  "Bonnie 
Prince   Charlie." 

MOREY  GOLDSTEIN,  Monogram's  sales  chief, 
is  back  in  N.  Y.  after  a  swing  through  the 
company's  Southern  exchanges. 

DIXIE  CROSBY,  Bing's  wife,  is  visiting  Man- 
hattan. 

ZASU  PITTS  is  in  L.  A.  for  a  short  trip,  re- 
turning to  N.  Y.  soon  for  rehearsals  on  "Cor- 
delia,"  slated   to    open   on    Broadway   soon. 

WILLIAM  RICHARDSON,  president  of  Astor 
Pictures  of  Georgia,  is  on  a  business  trip  to 
Florida. 

N.  E.  SAV1NI,  New  York  home  office  rep. 
for  Astor  Pictures,  has  left  Atlanta,  for  Wash- 
ington. 

PAUL  MANTZ,  film  stunt  flyer,  broke  the 
East-West  trans-continental  air  speed  record  over 
the  week-end.  He  flew  the  distance  in  seven 
hours,  47  minutes.  His  aircraft:  "Blaze  of  Noon." 

f.  L.  HOPPER,  transmission  engineering 
supervisor  of  Western  Electric's  electrical  re- 
search products  division,  has  arrived  in  New 
York  from  Hollywood.  He  expects  to  return  to 
Los    Angeles   about    March    14. 

RUDY  POLK,  musical  director  for  Enterprise 
Prods.,  will  arrive  in  New  York  from  Hollywood 
today. 

ILONA  MASSEY    is   in   town   for  a   month. 
PATRICIA    MORISON    has    arrived    from     the 
Coast. 

LENORE  COFFEE,  Paramount  writer,  is  here 
from  the  Coast  en  route  to  England,  sailing 
aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth  with  her  family 
on    March    22. 

DAVID  ROSE,  producer,  entrains  for  L.  A. 
tomorrow. 

EDDIE  SILVERMAN,  Essaness  prexy,  is  back 
in  Chicago   from   Palm   Springs. 

JACK  BUCHANAN,  English  actor  on  his  way 
to  Great  Britain  aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth. 

IRVING  BERLIN  due  to  arrive  here  this 
week. 

C.  R.  RUSSELL,  of  B.  F.  Shearer  Co.,  Los 
Angeles  Motiograph  distributors,  is  a  Chicago 
visitor. 

JAMES  FARLEY  stopped  over  in  Chicago  en 
route    to   Mexico  City. 


'Objectionable'  Scenes 
Coming  Out  of  "Duel" 


Columbus,  O. — Progress  in  elimin- 
ating "objectionable  scenes"  in  "Duel 
in  the  Sun"  is  being  made  by  the 
MPAA  in  collaboration  with  the  PCA, 
reported  Joyce  O'Hara,  assistant  to 
Eric  A.  Johnston,  in  a  wire  sent  to 
P.  J.  Wood,  ITO  of  Ohio  secretary. 
The  wire  was  a  reply  to  a  telegram 
sent  to  the  Johnston  office  recently 
by  Wood. 


REEVES 

SOUND   STUDIOS,    INC. 

1600  BPOADWAY    •     N     Y     ">    •     CI"'e_G  OftSo 

Complete    Film    ond 

Disc    Recording    Facilities 

Kenneth  Collins  To  Join 
Donahue  &  Coe  on  April 

Kenneth  Collins,  publisher  ;  j 
general  manager  of  the  Europ 
edition  of  the  New  York  Herald  1 
bune,  has  resigned  to  join  the 
vertising  firm  of  Donahue  &  ( 
Inc.,  in  a  senior  executive  capac 
He  will  assume  his  new  duties 
April  1. 

Collins   has  been  associate   v 
Macy's,  first  as  director  of  L.  _j\>. 
and  advertising,  and  later  aPRce* 
tive  vice-president.     This   was   ] 
lowed  by  an  association  with  G 
bel's   as   general   manager  of  tl 
New  York  store.    His  entry  into 
publishing  field,  as  assistant  to 
general  manager  of  the  New  Y  I 
Times  was  followed  by  a  short  pei 
as    executive   vice-president   of 
Arthur  Kudner  Agency. 


Schlcdfer  Set  to  Leave 
For  Field  Ad-Pub  Talks 


Charles  Schlaifer,  20th-Fox 
publicity-exploitation  chief,  will  le 
at  the  end  of  the  week  on  a  sw 
through  the  Southern  territory 
hold  first  hand  consultation  with 
hibitors  and  theater  ad  men.  E 
ney  Bush,  exploitation  manager,  ^ 
accompany  Schlaifer. 

Schlaifer's  itinerary  includes  st 
at   Atlanta,   Jacksonville,    Chark 
and   Miami.     Following   hi3   ret  . 
further  field  trips   will  be  map 
out. 


Goldwyn  Leases  Clevela 
Houses  for  "Years"  Run 


Cleveland,  O.  —  Samuel  Goldt  i 
has  leased  the  downtown  Lower  1  I 
and  uptown  University  Theat  i 
from  the  Community  Circuit  fo  t 
simultaneous  extended  run  of  "'  « 
Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  start 
April  4.  A  continuous  policy  will « 
used  and  prices  will  range  fi  i 
90  cents  to  $1.80. 

"Best   Years"    is    opening   on 
same  date  and  under  the  same  po  j 
at    the    Strand    Theater,    Louisv  i 
Ky. 


Morgan  Coman  Succumbs 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  ► 
morrow  at  St.  Malachy's  Church,  i 
W.  49th  St.,  for  Morgan  Coman,  ) 
retired  actor,  who  was  a  chai  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Actors  Gv  i 


POSITION  WANTED 

Attractive,  intelligent  young  lacty 
wishes  position  as  a  clerical  secre- 
tary. Two  years  excellent  reference: 
in  editorial  talent  and  publicity  de- 
partments of  Motion  Picture  firm 
Write  FILM  DAILY,  Box  111,  1501 
Broadway,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 
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$1,317,037  Pledged 
For  (oast  Charities 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Total  subscriptions  to 
the  Permanent  Charities  Committee 
1947  Appeal  were  $1,317,037.09,  a 
per  capita  average  of  $63.75,  it  was 
announced  by  M.  C.  Levee,  campaign 
chairman.  Pledges  from  20,660 
donors  totaled  more  than  85  per  cent 
of  the  amount  raised  in  1946  despite 
the  fact  that  combined  local  goals 
of  Community  Chest  and  Red  Cross 
are  only  66  per  cent  of  last  year's. 

Allocations  totaling  $1,042,900 
have  been  made  so  far  from  the  com- 
mittee to  the  Community  Chest,  Red 
Cross  and  March  of  Dimes. 

Members  of  the  43  unions  and 
guilds  reporting  through  Labor's  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  subscribed  $447,- 
793.99  from  18,390  donors,  which  is 
$31,344  above  last  year. 

Reports  by  groups  included:  pro- 
ducer -  executives,  400  pledges  for 
$291,518.50;  department  heads  and 
assistants,  776  for  $56,200.50;  SAG, 
461  for  $179,528.10;  SDG,  140  for 
$90,101;  SWG,  287  for  $95,618;  AMG, 
181  for  $46,900.50;  corporations,  25 
for  $109,376.50. 

The  breakdown  by  studios  follows 
Disney,  495  pledges  for  $10,142.46 
Eagle -Lion,     405     for     $16,637.50 
Mono.,    202   for   $12,436.53;    Techni- 
color, 1,141  for  $23,476.50;  Goldwyn, 
447  for  $27,880;  Rep.,  686  for  $31,- 
460;   UA,   790  for  $81,411.32;   allied 
industries,  647  for  $48,722.55. 

Columbia,  1,391  for  $67,212.10 
Universal-Int'l,  1,355  for  $143,997.71 
RKO-Radio,  1,448  for  $114,603.43 
Paramount,  2,673  for  $176,551.50 
Warners,  2,681  for  $133,150.24;  20th- 
Fox,  3,004  for  $187,091;  M-G-M, 
3,114  for  $193,363.75. 


Wm.  Goldman  Theaters 
To  Fight  County  License 

York,  Pa. — William  Goldman  The- 
aters will  file  a  complaint  against 
Hanover  County's  proposed  amuse- 
ment license  ordinance,  similar  to 
the  action  filed  last  week  by  Stan- 
ley-Warner. Goldman  operates  the 
Park  Theater,  Hanover,  under  a 
lease  from  Mrs.  Delone. 

It  was  learned  that  the  Borough 
of  Red  Lion,  which  had  proposed  a 
similar  license  ordinance,  has  post- 
poned enactment  pending  decision  in 
the  Hanover  and  Pottstown  com- 
plaints and  appeals. 


JflPAA  Drops  Annual 
For  Depot's  Reports 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  MPAA  has  decided 
against  issuing  an  annual  report  this 
year,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 
Spokesmen  for  the  organization  said 
there  was  nothing  significant  in  the 
decision.  Instead  of  the  annual  re- 
port, various  departmental  reports 
will  be  released  in  time  for  MPAA's 
annual  meeting  in  New  York  in  Mar. 
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Tuesday's  Telelines 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Eric  A  Johnston  heads  the  American  Cancer 
Society  for  another  year.  ...  •  Dr.  Leo  Handel,  Metro's  director  oi 
audience  research,  lectures  before  a  combined  group  of  advertising  and 
market  research  students  at  Manhattan  College  tomorrow.  ...  •  Didja 
know  that  Roy  Del  Ruth  has  applied  to  the  State  Dept.  for  permission  to 
bring  Tsuri  Aoki  to  Hollywood  from  Japan  to  appear  in  his  forthcoming 

Allied  Artists-Monogram  pic,  "Mr.  McKeever  Goes  to  Washington"? 

The  actress,  once  an  American  star  for  Universal,  is  the  wife  of  Sessue 
Hayakawa,   ■who,   incidentally,  is   now  picture-making   in  France.   .  .   . 

•  SRO's  Washington  office  will  be  located  at  301  G  Street,  NW,  with 
J.  Edward  Fontaine  in  charge.  ...  •  With  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth film  censorship  authority  giving  Metro's  "Beginning  or  the  End" 
a  propaganda  classification,  Loew's  will  get  a  substantial  rebate  in 
duty.  ...  •  Theater  vandalism  is  showing  an  upsurge.  ...  •  Addi- 
tional Fred  Astaire  dance  studios  are  slated  for  Philadelphia,  Chicago 
and  other  large  cities.  ...  •  With  printers  on  daily  newspapers  across 
the  country  getting  scale  increases,  watch  out  for  hikes  in  advertising 
rates,  with  amusements  probably  the  fall  guy.  ...  •  Harold  Russell, 
the  handless  veteran,  seen  in  Goldwyn's  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives," 
will  be  the  guest  of  Mrs.  Truman  at  the  White  House  today,  prior  to  the 
S25  a  seat  benefit  preview  at  Keith's  Washington  tonight  for  the  Wash- 
ington Committee  for  National  Civilian  Rehabilitation.  .  .  .  •  The 
IATSE   definitely   is   not   interested   in   organizing   film   salesmen.   .   .   . 

•  The  American  Embassy  in  Moscow  is  being  swamped  with  Russian 
requests  for  invitations  to  attend  those  Sunday  night  American  screenings 

of  American   pictures Weekly,   the   Embassy  screenings   in   Spaso 

House  play  literally  to  turn  away  business.  ...     •   New  taxation  isn't 

the  only  major  headache  for  film  exhibs.  these  days In  scores  of 

cities  real  estate  assessments  are  being  hiked  up  to  10  per  cent 

T        T        T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  To  avoid  a  clash  with  the  Venice  Festival, 
which  will  be  international  in  scope,  the  Cannes  Festival  this  year  will 
be  strictly  French Venice  will  return  the  compliment  in  '48.  .  .  . 

•  Don't  be  surprised  if  Edward  Small  announces  plans  to  produce  a 
feature  in  Italy.  ...  •  The  Iowa-Nebraska  AITO  thinks  it's  not  the  high 
cost  of  production,  but  the  high  cost  of  checking  that's  raising  hell  with 

things And  cites  the  case  of  a  theater  in  a  323  pop.  town  where 

pix  played  on  percentage,  were  duly  checked  at  a  cost  of  S76  against  a 
rental  of  S30  on  a  total  gross  of  S70.40.  ...  •  Didja  know  that  on  July  1 
next,  J.  Arthur  Rank's  Odeon  Circuit  will  redeem  all  of  its  outstanding 
first  mortgage  debentures?  ...  •  And  that  the  British  Film  Producers 
Association  will  not  only  send  a  number  of  British  pix  to  Japan  for  distri- 
bution by  the  British  Commonwealth  Film  Corp.,  but  will  undoubtedly  send 
over  as  well  its  own  rep.? 

T  ▼  T 

•  •  •  ODDS  "N'  ENDS:  Eddie  Meyers,  former  United  Artists  ex- 
ploitation man,  and  now  public  relations  chief  for  Herman  Gluckman's 

Nu-Screen   Corp.   to   wed   Hilly   Rottman,    a   New   Englander DOS 

might  like  to  know  that  in  Singapore  and  Malaya  where  the  Shaw  Bros, 
distribute  Eorda  pix,  SRO  stands  for  Shaw  Releasing  Organization.  .  .  . 

•  WB's  "Pursued"  broke  the  all-time  Saturday  record  at  the  Strand  last 

weekend Seems  to  be  Arabian  Nights  Week  along  the  Rialto 

There's  "Sinbad  the  Sailor"  at  the  Palace "Thief  of  Bagdad"  at  the 

Victoria and  "Song  of  Scheherazade"  at  the  Criterion.  ...     •  Mrs. 

Richard  Barthelmess  rates  at  least  four  stars  for  the  terrific  decorating  job 

she  did  on  the  recently  opened  Fred  Astaire  dance  studios Neat 

tricks  predominate,  such  as  the  naming  of  every  teaching  room  after  a 
star  who  has  appeared  in  pix  with  Fred,  and  decorating  it  in  his,  or 
her,  style 


9  Eagle-Lion  Officer 
EnLafin-Am.byJun! 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Aires,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Trin; 
Puerto  Rico  and  Cuba.  And  be 
the  year  is  out  E-L  expects  to  c1 
|  up  offices  in  Columbia,  Venezi 
Uruguay,  Ecuador  and  the  Don 
can  Republic.  /""  ..  ^ 

Seidelman    explained    thV^E. 
deal  with  J.   Arthur  Rank  reqv  '■ 
the  establishment  of  overseas  off 
PRC,  on  the  other  hand,  has  no  j 

Racketeering     is     so     widesp; 
that  even  in  areas  like  Hong  E 
where  the  British  are  nominall- 
authority,   merchants   are  forcec 
pay  protection  at  the  customary 
of  about  S100  a  week.    British 
sors  there  blame  America's  gang 
pix  for  the  situation,  alleging 
Chinese  bandits  got  their  racket 
ing  ideas  from  Chicago,  accordin 
PRC's  Sam  Seidelman. 

eign  offices,  but  sells  either  outr 
or  through  agencies.    Sole  excep: 
so  far,  will  be  the  PRC  office  IdJ 
set  up  in  the  Philippines  very  s| 

His  recent  trip  to  the   Far  Ej 
Seidelman   explained,  was  a   sui 
of  conditions  for  both  PRC  andi 
affiliate   E-L.    Though   business 
fallen  off  40  per  cent  in  P.  I.  s 
December,    top-notch    pix    are 
heavy    grossers,    some    earning 
much  as  $150,000. 

"Manila  today  is  just  like  it 
the  day  after  peace  was   declan 
Seidelman  replied  in  answer  to 
query   on   general   conditions   th 
The    Philippines    are    a    bundle 
paradoxes.    He   pointed  to   the  :] 
that  despite  the  unprecedented  a 
American  attitude  prevailing  in  tr  j 
islands,   American  pictures   are   i 
top  favorites,  native  production  n 
withstanding.   Also,  even  despite  j 
slow    re-building,    some    compare 
Seidelman   pointed    out,   found   lji 
the  Philippines  were  their  second  f 
est  market. 

Of  the  16  mm.  market,  Seidell 
observed  that  only  in  the  Philipp] 
was  there  a  bare  start.    "I  havl 
seen  anything  worthwhile  in  16  J 
over  there,"  he  added,  regarding! 
wThole  Far  East.  "Nobody  is  goin 
go  in  there  now  because  of  the 
nomic    situation,"    he    replied,    i 
cerning  16  mm.  possibilities  in  Ch  | 
He    pointed    out   that    Chinese 
duction  is   centered   in   Hong   K 
because   of  the   greater  stability 
determining  costs. 

In   the   British   outposts   of  H| 
Kong  and  Singapore,  exhibitors 
required    to    play    Anglo   pix   sej 
days  for  every  70  devoted  to  PI 
product.     In   these   two   cities, 
Yankee  pix   are  preferred  to  tl 
made    in    the    U.    K.     Everywh 
;  Seidelman  said,  fans  are  nuts  al| 
Technicolor  pix. 

"Baker's  Wife"  on  %  Only 

Siritzky   International   will   re  | 
lease  Marcel  Pagnol's  "Baker's  W 
1  on  a  percentage  basis  only.    Sirit  | 
j  has     exclusive     U.     S.    distribu 
;  rights  for  all  Pagnol  films. 
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KL  where  men 
went  to  forget.. .and 
Scheherazade  mate 
them  remember  for- 
ever... to  sing  her 
name. ..to  sigh 
her  fame! 
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Thrill  to  the  best  loved  music  of 

.RIMSKY- KORSAKOFF 

"SONG  OF  INDIA"-"FANDANGO" 
"ARABESQUE" -"FLIGHT  of  the  BUMBLE  BEE" 
"HYMN  to  the  SUN" -"CAPRICE  ESPAGNOL" 
"SCHEHERAZADE" 
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"'  STAR  OF  THE  METROPOLITAN  OPERA  CO. 


PRESOLD  TO  120,000,000  READERS  WITH  ONE  OF  THE 
BIGGEST  ADVANCE  CAMPAIGNS 
EVER  DEVOTED  TO  A 
SINGLE  MOTION  PICTURE! 


FULL  PAGE,  FULL  COLOR  in  LOOK  MAGAZINE 

and  color  ads  in  LIFE  •  COLLIERS  •  LIBERTY 
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Reeling  'Bound 
WASHINGTON 


=    By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER   = 

WASHINGTON 

BEING  INTERESTED  in  pix  industry  pub- 
lic relations,  we  had  quite  a  setback 
the  other  night  when  we  went  to  a  local 
stand  and  listened  to  the  reactions  around 
igciB  short  on  Hollywood  canine  life  was 
t;^^Pfe.  The  film  showed  first  the  luxuri- 
ous accommodations  for  Hollywood  Fidos, 
then  a  canine  graveyard  and  devcted  sev- 
eral minutes  to  a  beauty  shop  for  dogs. 
The  commentator  remarked  upon  the  mani- 
curing, the  hairdos,  the  permanent  waves, 
the  nail-polishing,  the  sun-lamp  treatments 
and  everything  eke  without  which  it  is  ap- 
parently a  dog's  life  for  a  Hollywood 
bowser.... On  every  side,  the  better-than- 
average  middle  class  audience  about  us 
could  be  heard  not  snickering  but  snort- 
ing. "Is  this  the  way  those  geniuses  out 
there  spend  their  money?"  And  there  were 
plenty  of  remarks  about  individuals  who 
think  more  of  their  dogs  than  of  raising 
healthy,  normal   families. 

•  • 

MEMBERS  of  the  House  Labor  Commit- 
tee are  still  talking  about  Eric  A. 
Johnstcn's  appearance.  Both  Republicans 
and  Democrats  seem  agreed  that  he  was 
probably  the  most  helpful  witness  they 
have  yet  had  before  them — but  don't  take 
that  for  any  indication  that  they  will  fol- 
low his  advice  when  it  comes  to  drafting 
labor  law.... Fact  is  they  are  planning  to 
wait  for  the  Senate  Committee  to  come 
cut  with  a  bill.  In  the  past  the  House  has 
usually  taken  the  lead  on  labor  law,  with 
the  Senate  then  cutting  its  offerings  to 
pieces.  The  House  members  this  time 
wculd  prefer  to  see  Senator  Taft's  com- 
mittee come  out  with  a  bill — which  might 
also  be  torn  up  badly  before  it  becomes  law. 

•  • 

\A/ENT  over  to  the  Polish  Embassy  the 
*"  other  night  for  a  showing  of  docu- 
mentary films,  with  an  audience  of  about 
100  middle-echelon  Government  officials. 
What  impressed  most  was  not  the  films — 
although  one  of  them  was  quite  good,  but 
rather  the  pride  of  the  Embassy  attache 
who  spoke  briefly  about  the  resurgence  of 
the  Polish  film  industry.  Poland  produced 
about  25  features  a  year  before  the  war, 
mainly  in  three  Warsaw  studios  which  are 
now  in  ruins.  With  what  equipment  they 
were  able  to  recover — or  steal  from  the 
Germans — since  the  end  of  the  war,  two 
full-length  features  have  been  produced, 
and  a  third  is  in  the  cutting-room  now. . . . 
"As  soon  as  Warsaw  was  liberated,"  the 
attache  explained,  "a  group  of  people  began 
to  work  toward  rebuilding  the  Polish  film 
production  industry". . .  .The  films  exhibited 
the  other  night  showed  promise  technical- 
ly  Incidentally,  the  attache  told  us  pro- 
jectors and  even  lenses  for  projectors  and 
motion  picture  cameras  are  now  being 
manufactured  in  Poland. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETII1GS  TO: 
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Raoul   Walsh  Don  M.  Alexander 

William  Jaffee  Ruth  Alvarez 


Allied  Seeks  16MM. 
Ban  in  Contracts 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  the  need  of  narrow  gauge  films 
for  educational  purposes  in  schools 
and  for  entertaining  shut-ins  con- 
fined to  institutions,  "viewed  with 
alarm"  the  expansion  of  such  product 
to  hotels  and  Summer  camps.  Exhib- 
itors who  own  houses  in  resort  areas 
would  be  particularly  affected  by 
hotel  competition  and  it  is  primarily 
to  these  situations  that  the  sugges- 
tion will  be  made  to  prohibit  by  con- 
tract the  sale  or  rental  of  16  mm. 
films  to  situations  where  such  ex- 
hibition would  compete  with  the 
theater  operator. 

President  Edward  Lachman  also 
announced  that  the  organization  is 
unalterably  opposed  to  impending 
legislation  in  New  Jersey  that  will 
legalize  "Bingo"  when  conducted  for 
charitable  purposes. 

"I  personally  feel  that  legaliza- 
tion of  bingo  merely  brings  gambling 
to  children  and  aged  people  under 
the  guise  of  charity,"  Lachman  said. 

With  the  formal  introduction  of 
legislation  that  will  enable  munici- 
palities to  levy  sales  or  "luxury" 
taxes,  Allied  will  undoubtedly  go  into 
action  to  oppose  the  measure.    ' 

New  Jersey  ATO  To  Hold 
Annual  Meet  June  24 

ATONJ  president  Edward  Lach- 
man announced  yesterday  that  the 
organization  would  hold  its  annual 
convention  at  the  Hotel  Ambassador 
in  Atlantic  City,  June  24-26,  in  con- 
junction with  a  regional  meeting  of 
Allied's  Eastern  divisions. 

Lachman  said  that  the  meeting 
will  have  an  "international  flavor" 
inasmuch  as  the  hotel  will  be  shared 
with  delegates  to  the  United  Nations 
who  will  hold  its  Summer  session  in 
the  resort  city. 


Cole  Asks  Film  Cos.  for 
More  Prints  for  Texas 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

prints  be  assigned  to  area  exchanges. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  1VLG-M, 
Paramount,  Warner,  20th-Fox  and 
RKO  home  offices,  Cole  notes  a 
"large  number"  of  complaints  from 
small  town  exhibitors  that  playdates 
are  being  pushed  back  because  of  a 
shortage  of  prints.  Cole  claims  that 
if  the  number  of  accounts  served  has 
grown,  then  the  number  of  prints 
should  be  increased.  The  ATO  presi- 
dent concedes  that  Technicolor  prints 
are  difficult  at  this  time,  but  sees  no 
reason  why  the  number  of  black-and- 
white  prints  cannot  be  hiked. 

(Cole's  bid  for  more  prints  in  the 
Dallas  area  follows  by  only  a  few 
days  the  publication  of  a  bulletin 
by  the  Associated  Theater  Owners 
of  Indiana  which  held  that  Indian- 
apolis formerly  had  almost  half  again 
as  many  prints  to  work  with  as  at 
present.  Situation  was  described  by 
ATO  as  an  "unwarranted  condi- 
tion.") 


CHARTERED 


ASSOCIATED  FILM  LIBRARIES,  INC.,  Hart- 
ford ,Conn.;  president,  Alfred  C.  Baldwin,  Jr.; 
vice-president,  Tony  Pastor;  treasurer,  Alexan- 
der Warner;  secretary,  Clarence  Kantrowirz; 
directors,  the  officers  and  A.  S.  Albrecht.  In- 
corporated  at  Hartford. 

MONTROSE  THEATER  CORP.,  Waterbury, 
Conn.;  president,  John  R.  Mahan;  vice-presi- 
dent, Marie  F.  Mahan;  treasurer,  Edward  J. 
Clifford;  secretary,  Peter  J.  Flynn;  directors, 
John  R.  Mahan,  Marie  F.  Mahan,  Edward  J. 
Clifford,  Peter  J.  Flynn,  and  Margaret  M. 
Mahan.    Incorporated    at   Hartford. 


Cripps  Sees  Exchange  Ease 
Through  Home  Product 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ter  a  tendency  to  use  too  many  for- 
eign films  and  spend  too  much  on 
them  by  improving  our  own  output 
and  stimulating  our  own  export  of 
films.  In  both  directions  we  are 
having  considerable  success  so  that 
the  net  loss  for  foreign  exchange  on 
film  is  falling." 

Meanwhile,  Sir  Stafford  Cripps  an- 
nounced that  a  new  film  act  will  be 
introduced  in  Parliament  early  in 
the   next  session. 


Struck  by  Auto,  Dies 

Davenport,  la. — Laurent  L.  Wag- 
goner, 66,  doorman  at  the  Garden 
Theater,  was  fatally  injured  when 
struck  by  a  car  while  on  his  way 
home  from  the  theater. 


Industrial  Film 
Sponsors  Aim  at  Tele 

Problem  of  television  broadcasters 
in  obtaining  films  for  their  programs 
may  be  partly  solved  by  plans  of  in- 
dustrial film  sponsors  to  make  their 
shorts  available  to  tele  studios  with- 
out cost.  This  was  revealed  by  Reid 
H.  Ray,  president  of  Ray-Bell  Films, 
Inc.,  pioneer  commercial  film  organi- 
zation, while  in  New  York  the  past 
week  lining  up  a  cast  of  players  for 
a  forthcoming  production. 

Many  of  the  commercial  shorts 
now  being  planned  by  large  corpora- 
tions for  use  in  sales  promotion  and 
public  relations  activities,  Ray  said, 
are  being  designed  to  fill  the  require- 
ments of  entertainment,  with  the  ad- 
vertising or  "message"  worked  in 
unobstrusively  and  no  direct  men- 
tions of  product.  This  technique,  Ray 
explained,  makes  it  possible  to  have 
the  pictures  played  in  theaters  and 
other  places  of  entertainment,  in  ad- 
dition to  tele. 

Some  of  the  shorts  cost  from  $25,- 
000  to  $75,000,  Ray  added,  thereby 
giving  telecasters  substantial  produc- 
tion values,  in  some  cases  superior 
to  Hollywood-made  subjects.  Scenic, 
adventure,  scientific  and  other 
themes  dealing  basically  with  the 
American  way  of  life  are  said  to  be 
favored  by  most  sponsors  interested 
in  the  new  media. 
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to  5  CONTINENTS 
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House  Group  Plans 
Coast  Strike  Probe 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — On-the-spot  investi- 
gation of  the  current  studio  labor 
dispute  by  a  sub-committee  of  the 
House  Education  and  Labor  Com- 
mittee "in  a  few  weeks,"  was  indi- 
cated yesterday  by  Chairman  Fred 
A.  Hartley,  R.,  N.  J.,  following  a 
brief  hearing  on  the  subject  Satur- 
day. The  hearing,  which  came  as  a 
surprise  without  advance  notice,  fea- 
tured the  testimony  of  Oscar  Schatte, 
a  superintendent  of  set-builders  and 
a  member  of  the  Carpenters  Union. 

Schatte,  who  had  been  waiting  for 
several  days  to  appear,  was  brought 
to  the  committee  by  Rep.  Richard 
Nixon  of  Los  Angeles.  He  told  the 
solons  "from  this  minute,  as  I  sit 
here  before  you,  I  am  in  danger  of 
my  life."  He  added  that  he  expected 
to  lose  his  $10,000  job  because  of  his 
testimony. 

Schatte  said  he  did  not  believe  the 
Hollywood  strike  is  a  Communist 
plot,  but  his  testimony  led  Chair- 
man Hartley  to  remark  that  "the 
industry  is  suffering  from  the  dom- 
ination of  a  lot  of  goons  and  thugs, 
and  it  is  entirely  within  the  province 
of  this  committee  to  conduct  an  in- 
vestigation." 

He  asked  that  the  committee 
amend  the  Wagner  Act  to  give  Fed- 
eral courts  the  right  to  act  in  juris- 
dictional disputes. 

"There's  an  apparent  underworld 
floating  around  this  industry  and  be- 
hind the  lines,"  he  said,  and  spoke 
of  "terrific  and  appalling  violence" 
and  "utter  disregard  for  the  law  in 
Hollywood." 


SIMPP  Forms  Six-Man 
Public  Relations  Group 


West  Coast  Bureau,  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — In  line  with  a  pro- 
gram of  expansion  and  increased 
activity,  the  SIMPP  has  named  a  six- 
man  public  relations  advisory  com- 
mittee, Donald  M.  Nelson,  president, 
announced. 

Committee  comprises  Barry 
Buchanan,  of  UA;  William  Hebert, 
Samuel  Goldwyn  Prods.;  Jerry  Hoff- 
man, Sol  Lesser  Prods.;  Joseph 
Reddy,  Walt  Disney  Prods.;  Bernard 
Williams,  Hunt  Stromberg  Prods., 
and  Joe  Alvin,  SIMPP  public  rela- 
tions director,  as  chairman. 

Nelson  said  the  committee  will 
consult  with  SIMPP  in  all  matters 
that  come  within  the  range  of  joint 
activity  of  independents  in  publicity, 
exploitation  and  public  relations. 


1501    Broadway      New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Edgar  W.  Adams  Dead 

Montclair,  N.  J. — Funeral  services 
for  Edgar  W.  Adams,  62,  general 
patent  attorney  for  Western  Elec- 
tric, who  died  at  his  home  yesterday, 
will  be  held  at  4  p.m.  tomorrow  at 
the  Home  For  Services,  56  Park 
St.,  this  city. 

Widely  known  in  patent  circles, 
Adams  held  nine  patents  on  his  own 
inventions  for  developments  in  the 
communication  field. 


Tri-States  Offering 
$1,000  Safety  Prize 

Des  Moines  —  A  $1,000  prize  for 
the  best  traffic  safety  campaign 
conducted  by  any  Iowa  city  or  town 
during  the  Save-A-Life  drive,  April 
1  to  Sept.  1,  has  been  offered  by 
Tri-States  Theaters.  G.  Ralph  Bran- 
ton,  Tri-States  general  manager,  as- 
sures the  co-operation  of  his  the- 
aters and  is  asking  other  theaters  to 
join  in  making  the  contest  a  success. 
Judges  include  Gov.  Robert  D.  Blue. 


Nathanson  Sues  Rank 
On  Franchise  Deal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

motion  pictures  in  Canada  and  New- 
foundland. 

Named  as  defendants  are  J.  Arthur 
Rank,  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organiza- 
tion, Inc.,  General  Cinema  Finance 
Corp.,  Ltd.,  Universal  Pictures  Co., 
United  World  Pictures  Co.,  Eagle- 
Lion  Films,  Inc.,  Eagle  Lion  Films 
of  Canada,  Ltd.,  and  Monogram  Pic- 
tures of  Canada. 

Unusual  aspect  of  the  suit  has 
Nathanson,  through  Empire  -  Uni- 
versal, suing  Universal  Pictures  with 
which  Nathanson  is  associated  in 
Canada.  Rank,  too,  is  an  important 
stockholder  in  Universal,  while 
United  World  is  a  Universal  sub- 
sidiary. > 

Similar  actions  are  due  to  be  filed 
in  New  York  State  and  Delaware 
corporation  offices  of  some  of  the  de- 
fendants. 

Suit  is  seen  here  as  the  first 
move  in  a  developing  battle,  with 
Empire-Universal  and  United  World 
of  Canada  pitted  against  the  Rank 
interests.  It  was  filed  at  Osgoode 
Hall,  the  Ontario  court  headquarters. 

Nathanson  has  claimed  that  Em- 
pire-Universal has  an  exclusive  fran- 
chise for  the  distribution  in  Canada 
and  Newfoundland  of  all  pictures 
made  through  General  Cinema 
Finance.  Pictures  affected  by  the 
writ  handled  in  the  U.  S.  by  different 
companies,  include  such  product  as 
"Wicked  Lady"  and  "Stairway  to 
Heaven,"  among  others. 


N.  C.  Indies  Out-Bid 
Circuit  for  Top  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
scheduled  to  be  opened  Easter  Sun- 
day. 

B.  &  L.  Enterprises,  which  outbid 
Wilby-Kincey  for  the  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn-RKO  "Best  Years,"  will  road- 
show the  picture  at  the  suburban 
Plaza  and  Visualite  Theaters. 


20th-Fox  Nixes  Bids 
Re-offers  Pix  in  Chi, 

Chicago — Westside  territory  bids 
for  "Margie"  and  "My  Darling  Clem- 
entine" were  refused  by  20th-Fox  as 
not  high  enough.  Distributor  is  offer- 
ing the  pictures  for  new  bids. 


EA  to  Mediate  New 
Lab-Union  Talks 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
J.    Brennan,    IATSE    vice-president, 
by  Richard  F.  Walsh,  IA  president, 
to  sit  in  on  the  forthcoming  confabs, 
was  viewed  as  a  mediation  move. 

It  was  stated  the  old  pact  y"*ld 
continue  in   effect  with   the   i^^ )- 1 
standing  future  developments  wtrald 
be  retroactive. 

A  majority  of  the  union's  member- 
ship turned  out  Sunday  at  the  Hotel 
Diplomat  where  a  strike  vote  was 
taken.  Membership  granted  the  ex- 
ecutive board  authorization  for 
future  course  of  action. 

With  the  participation  of  Brennan 
in  new  talks,  it  was  indicated  as- 
sistance had  been  obtained  to  work 
out  an  agreement  satisfactory  to 
both  sides. 


Name  Four  to  Oppose  Tax 
Program  Before  Senators 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
pointed  a  four-man  committee  to 
appear  before  the  State  Senate  Fi- 
nance Committee  to  represent  the 
industry  viewpoint  on  the  proposed 
Dewey  tax  legislation  directed 
against  theaters. 

Newly  formed  committee  consists 
of  Harry  Brandt  of  the  ITOA;  Fred 
Schwartz  of  the  MTOA;  Robert 
Coyne  of  the  ATA,  and  Oscar  A- 
Doob,  of  Loew's. 

Should  the  committee  fail  to  get 
a  hearing  before  the  Senate  group — 
since  there's  strong  possibility  that 
the  tax-enabling  measure  might  be 
steamrollered  —  then  the  exhibitor 
associations  will  carry  the  fight  into 
the  various  localities.  Exhibitor 
groups  already  are  consolidating 
their  position  in  Buffalo,  Syracuse, 
Rochester  and  Albany. 

100  Philly  Indies  Meet 

Philadelphia — Charles  Moyer  was 
chairman  of  yesterday's  meeting  of 
the  Allied  Independent  Theater  Own- 
ers of  Eastern  Pennsylvania.  With 
more  than  100  independent  theaters 
represented,  meeting  continued  a  dis- 
cussion of  high  film  prices,  the  sec- 
ond  in  a  series.  A  third  meeting  is 
scheduled  shortly. 


Approves  St.  Louis  Tax  Measure 

St.  Louis — Citizens'  Tax  Commis- 
sion has  approved  a  proposed  four- 
point  tax  program  which  includes  a  : 
five  per  cent  levy  on  the  gross  re- 
ceipts of  amusement  places. 


STORK  REPORTS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  A  third  son,  Craig 
Douglas,  was  born  here  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Al  Steen,  the  newcomer  weigh- 
ing in  at  seven  and  a  half  pounds. 
Father  is  a  former  associate  editor 
of  The  Film  Daily,  and  now  associ- 
ated with  Hollywood  Reporter  here. 
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Expect  Spain  to  Relax 
>ix  Restrictions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Spanish  officials  and  an  announee- 
nent  of  cuts  in  the  number  of  taxes 
'And  restrictions  on  American  pix  is 
hxpected  within  the  next  week.  Even 
vir'  xthe  reported  improvements, 
io^Ker,  restrictions  on  American 
jind  other  films  going  into  Spain  will 
'•emain  among  the  toughest  in 
Europe. 

At  the  same  time,  hope  was  ex- 
pressed that   a   Portuguese   govern- 
ment decree  aimed  at  foreign  motion 
Pictures  may  be  minimized.    The  tax 
ivas  to  go  into  effect  on  Jan.  1,  sub- 
ect  to  ratification  of  the  legislature. 
.  3ecause  of  many  objections,  the  de- 
cree has  been  submitted  to  a  special 
.froup  for  further  study. 
I   Meanwhile,   the   American   motion 
>icture  industry  was  combining  its 
orces  to  assure  "at  least"  the  status 
ijuo  in  numerous   short  term  agree- 
ments with  semi-government  groups 
ni  six  European   countries.    Agree- 
nents  run  either  for  a  calendar  year 
|r  for  a  "season."    These  countries 
.'include  Italy,  Poland,  Czechosolvakia, 
Norway,  Denmark  and  Holland.    Be- 
ause  of  the  shortage  of  dollar  ex- 
hange — a    top    critical    problem    in 
itnost  of  the  countries  of  the  world — 
Pressure  has  been  under  way  in  these 
lations  to  end  present  agreements. 


-iughes,  UA  Will  Battle 
Milwaukee  on  'Outlaw' 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

following  a  license  revocation  threat. 

Raftery  said  that  Hughes  plans  to 

'ue  UA  for  breach   of   distribution 

ontract,  with  UA,  in  turn,  set  to 

ue    the    Towne.      Latter's    counsel, 

Jeorge  A.  Bowman,  took  part  in  the 

onference,  also   attended   by   C.  J. 

apas  and  Andrew  Spheeris,  of  the 

owne.    Bowman  stated  that  should 

ughes   sue,    the    Common    Council 

nd  the  City   Motion   Picture  Com- 

ission  might  be  named  co-defend- 

nts.    Papas  is  said  to  have  stated 

at  he  will  not  jeopardize  his  the- 

ter  license  by  showing  "The  Out- 

dw"  until  he  can  do  so  "with  clean 

ands."     Film  was  withdrawn  after 

\    few  days'  run  when  the   Council 

hreatened  to  kill  the  Towne  license. 


SICK  LIST 


CHARLES  LEVY,  Eastern  publicity  direc- 
or  for  Walt  Disney  Prods.,  is  confined  to 
ie  Bronx  Hospital  where  he  will  undergo 
knee  operation  tomorrow.  Levy  will  be 
bsent  from  his  office  in  the  RKO  Building 
)r  about  two  weeks. 

'  HOWARD  HELLMAN,  RKO  salesman  for 

estern    Michigan,    is    returning    to    cover 

is  territory  with  his  back  still  in  complete 

i  races,  after  10  weeks  in  a  cast  following 

double  fracture   of  the   vertebrae. 


Little  Headline*: 


SAG  PRESIDENT  ROBERT  MONTGOMERY  arrived  in  Washington  over  the  week-end 
to  address  a  meeting  of  senators  sponsored  by  the  American  Legion  tonight.  Mont- 
gomery said  he  does  not  plan  conferences  with  AFL  leadership  or  any  Government 
officials  concerning  the   Hollywood  studio  strike. 

•  < 
THE  AMERICAN   INSTITUTE  OF  DECORATORS  honored  Wiard    Ihnen,  art  director 
under  contract  to  William  Cagney  Prods.,  at  a  dinner  last  night  in  Los  Angeles  for  his 
outstanding  designs  in  the  motion  picture  field. 

• 
KANIN   PRODS.,  over  the  week-end,  announced   the   appointment  of   Hal  Gerson   as 
Eastern  rep.  of  the  company,  which  has  Coast  headquarters  at   Universal-lnt'l   studios. 
Gerson  will  handle  deals  on  story  properties,  talent  and  general  business. 

• 
THE   DAMON    RUN  YON    MEMORIAL  FUND  FOR  CANCER   RESEARCH    rather  than 
Tent  No.  25  of  Variety  Clubs  of  America   will  be   the  beneficiary  of  the   premiere  of 
Universal- 1 ntl.'s  "The  Egg  and  I,"  at  the  Carthay  Circle  Theater,  Los  Angeles,  Mar.  21. 
The  suggestion  came   from   the   Variety  Club  tent. 

• 
MICHAEL    FESSIER   and    ERNEST   PAGANO,    Universal-Intl.,   writing-producing   team, 
have  been  set  to  develop  and  produce  the  Technicolor   film  version  of  "Bloomer  Girl." 
Production  is  slated  for  late  Summer  or  early   Fall. 

• 
THE  MINNESOTA   CIO  has  joined   North  Central  Allied  and   individual  exhibitors  in 
opposing  adoption  of  a  20  per  cent  state  tax  on  admissions  as  proposed  by  Gov.  Luther 
K.  Youngdahl  of  Minnesota. 

•. 
PLANS  TO  ESTABLISH   a   Minneapolis   16  mm.  film   exchange   by   June   1    are  being 
completed   by    Donald   Swartz,   distributor  of  Astor  Pictures  and    head    of   Independent 
Poster  Exchange.  Exchange  will  service  schools,  churches  and  lodges. 


Master  Calls  for  Refunds 
In  Oriental  Theater  Case 


SWG  Finds  CSU  Ready 
To  Start  Negotiations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
William  J.   Campbell,  before  whom 
the  case  is  docketed. 

Elward  recommended  that  the  Ori- 
ental Entertainment  Corp.,  now  op- 
erating the  house,  return  $14,647.36; 
Randolph  Bohrer  and  L.  H.  Bark- 
hausen,  doing  business  as  Doubleby 
Co.,  return  $27,050.10;  Kneeland  Co., 
investment  bankers,  return  $4,800, 
and  Eugene  and  Max  Fuhrer,  tax 
consultants,  return  $8,572.31.  With 
these  payments,  contempt  proceed- 
ings would  be  dismissed  and  the  mas- 
ter's fees  and  court  reporter  charges, 
estimated  to  exceed  $8,000,  would 
be  assessed  against  the  32  W.  Ran- 
dolph St.  company  and  Robert  O. 
Farrel,   secretary. 

Objections  by  defendants  must  be 
filed  with  the  Master  by  March  14 
and  a  hearing  on  any  objections  will 
be  held  March  17. 


FCC  Grants  Conditional 
FM  Permit  to  B.  &  K. 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

involving  the  monopolization  of  tele- 
vision equipment.  The  Commission 
warned  that  it  may  re-open  the  B  & 
K  grant  for  an  FM  station  if  an  ad- 
verse decision  against  Paramount  is 
handed  down. 

The  FCC  already  has  put  a  lid  on 
pending  television  applications  of 
Paramount  and  companies  it  "con- 
trols" including  B  &  K  and  Allen  B. 
DuMont  Labs. 

In  announcing  the  proposed  grant 
to  B  &  K  the  FCC  noted  that  a  con- 
solidated balance  sheet  of  B  &  K  and 
its  subsidiaries  as  of  March  30,  1946 
"shows  a  surplus  of  $11,281,793.03." 

B  &  K  told  the  FCC  that  it  would 
construct  an  FM  studio  and  trans- 
mitter immediately  in  the  building 
now  occupied  by  its  television  sta- 
tion. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Following  a  request 
by  the  Screen  Writers  Guild  for 
clarification  of  the  Conference  of 
Studio  Unions'  stand  in  the  current 
studio  labor  dispute,  the  CSU  gave 
its  position  indicating  a  willingness 
to  begin  immediate  negotiations. 

In  the  case  of  differences  of  inter- 
pretation, the  CSU  offered,  differ- 
ences shall  be  resolved  by  arbitra- 
tion. It  was  pointed  out  that  the 
groups  now  picketing  the  studios  are 
willing  to  abide  by  the  AFL  direc- 
tive of  Dec.  26,  1945. 

SWG  reps,  who  talked  with  pro- 
ducer and  striker  elements  reported 
they  found  a  sincere  desire  for 
settlement  by  both  sides.  CSU  locals 
have  authority  to  commit  themselves 
to  full  settlement  with  the  exception 
of  carpenters.  It  was  pointed  out 
this  angle  would  be  no  drawback  to 
industry  peace  since  local  carpenters 
have  agreed  to  the  December,  1945, 
directive  as  a  basis  for  arbitration. 


Films  Now  Plentiful 
Says  Wolcott  of  AITO 

Eldora,  la. — Picture  shortage  of 
the  last  four  years  is  being  replaced 
by  a  plentiful  supply  of  product  and, 
at  the  same  time,  distributors  are 
asking  high  flat  rentals  instead  of 
percentage  deals,  according  to  a 
bulletin  of  the  Allied  Independent 
Theater  Owners  of  Iowa  and  Ne- 
braska just  released  by  Board  Chair- 
man Leo  F.  Wolcott. 

Bulletin  advises  careful  selection 
of  films  and  suggests  exhibs.  cancel 
weak  or  unsuitable  pictures  as  per- 
mitted under  the  decree  in  the  N.  Y. 
Equity  suit.  AITO  warns  members 
to  advertise  reissues  honestly  and 
openly  to  avoid  "the  gathering  pub- 
lic resentment  at  being  fooled  so 
often"  by  old  pictures. 


Released  thru 


tfcmoAMuAjvi  of 


It's  The  PRIZE  BABY...0/  coursel... 
furthering  the  cause  of  the  UNITED 
PATRONS... through  Box  Office  Diplo- 
macy... that  induces  theatre-goers  to 
see  EYE-to-EYE  with  TRAILERS  and 
ACCESSORIES... that  bring  them  IN 
. . .  and  bring  them  BACK ...  to  see 
your  ATTRACTIONS! 

He's  Ambassador  of  Good-Wiil  for 
the  industry . . .  making  friends  and 
keeping  them . . .  lifting  his  voice  in 
behalf  of  the  entertainment  you  sell 
. . .  and  representing  your  ATTRAC- 
TIONS . . .  colorfully! . . .  forcefully! . . . 
truthfully!... 

The  PRIZE  BABY  knows  all  the 
inducements  that  turn  people  into 
PATRONS ...  and  he  uses  them...  to 
build  Good-Will  for  your  theatre... 
and  Profits  at  your  BOX-OFFICE! 

Mnonm.,fy&ee0  service 


p.  Production  Dist. 
28  W.  44th  St.  21st  floor 
New  York   N.  Y. 


UALSH  JSKS  FULL  H0US6  STBIK6  IHQUIBV 

tids  Seen  Answer  to  Closed  Situation  Problem 


ies  Depts.  Said  Behind 
ilure  of  Some  Majors 
Appeal  Sales  Provisos 

ompetitive  bidding  setup  as  out- 
i  in  the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  decree 

be  the  means  of  breaking  up  a 
tber  of  formerly  "closed"  situa- 
s,  particularly  in  the  South  and 
thwest,  it  is  believed  by  some 
s  executives. 

rend  has  already  manifested  it- 
in  a  few  isolated  instances,  with 
11  or  new  operators  outbidding 
er  circuits  for  top  product, 
nerly  the  numerical  strength,  as 

as  the  better  run  locations  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


w  Theater  Permits 
Allocations  Jump 


ington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM   DAILY 

ashington  —  Despite  upping  of 
dy  allocations  for  non-housing 
truction  to  $50,000,000,  theater 
ling  remains  at  a  near  stand- 
a  survey  of  Government  ap- 
lals  reveals. 

iless    Congress    takes    a    hand, 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


umbia  Board,  Officers 

1  Contracts  Approved 



rectors  and  officers  of  Columbia 
ires  were  re-elected  yesterday  at 
)ckholders  meeting  held  in  the 
f  office.  At  the  same  time,  em- 
inent contracts  and  option  agree- 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


rans-Lux  to  Equip 
'&©  RR  for  Newscasts 

Trans  -  Lux  Theaters  Corp.  will 
pply  the  equipment  for  a  new  ser- 
:e  to  passengers  on  Robert  Young's 
esapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad. 
Rear-projection  screens  will  be  ta- 
iled in  coaches  and  latest  news 
II  appear  in  teletype  style.  In  ad- 
ion  a  description  of  the  passing 
•jntryside  and  significant  events  in 
ale  through  which  train  travels 
I  be  presented. 


SCHAEFER-"U"  DEAL  INKING  NEARS 

New  Distributing  Co.  to  Release  350  Universal  Re-issues; 
Will  Start  Operations  by  July 


George  J.  Schaefer,  before  the 
week  is  out,  will  consummate  a  deal 
with  Universal  whereby  he  will  ac- 
quire U.  S.  and  Canadian  re-issue 
rights  to  350  pix,  as  well  as  an  un- 
specified number  of  shorts  and  seri- 
als. The  $1,500,000  purchase  also 
includes  the  stipulation  that  Uni- 
versal will  get  a  percentage  in  box 
office  receipts  after  a  certain  figure. 


Re-issue  rights  revert  to  Universal 
at  the  end  of  10  years. 

Except  for  60-odd  pix,  Schaefer 
acquires  all  of  Universal's  product 
from  1933-34  up  to  and  including 
1945-46.  He  said  he  had  not  yet  de- 
cided upon  the  method  of  distribu- 
tion— the  new  company  might  sell 
product  through  exchanges  or 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


N.  J.  Allied  to  Fight 
Tax  Bill  Via  Screens 


Newark,  N.  J — Theater  owners 
in  this  state  will  utilize  the  screens 
of  more  than  400  theaters  to  in- 
form and  guide  the  public  in  an  anti- 
tax  campaign  aimed  at  the  defeat 
of  proposed  legislation  that  would 
enable  municipalities  to  impose  sales 
or  luxury  taxes. 

Members  of  the  Allied  Theater 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Michigan  ITO  Gathers 
Figures  on  High  Rentals 

Detroit — Meeting  of  Michigan  ITO 

yesterday     gathered     statistics     on 

alleged  high  film  rental  situation  in 

local  teritory  and  came  up  with  sum- 

(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Dewey  Tax  Program 
Given  Party  Support 


Albany — In  the  face  of  widespread 
opposition  to  Governor  Dewey's  tax 
proposals,  Senate  Republicans  at  a 
caucus  yesterday  agreed  on  their 
united  support,  and  thus  virtually 
killed  any  hope  that  the  measures 
carrying  out  the  program's  provi- 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


SAG  Officers  Resign  In 
View  of  Pix  $  Interests 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Robert  Montgomery, 
president  of  Screen  Actors  Guild; 
Franchot  Tone,  first  vice-president; 
Dick  Powell,  second  vice-president; 
James  Cagney,  John  Garfield,  Harpo 
Marx  and  Dennis  O'Keefe,  members 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Hughes  Asks  $7,500,000  Balm 

Files  Amended  Complaint  Against  MPAA 


Toint  Hearings  Assured 
On  D.  C.'s  Tax  Measure 


Washinntnn  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Final  steps  have  been 
taken  to  assure  joint  Senate-House 
hearings  on  the  controversial  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  tax  bill,  which  in- 
cludes a  10  per  cent  amusement  tax, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 

The  entire  revenue  program  was 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 


Howard  Hughes  slapped  a  $7,500,- 
000  damage  suit  against  the  MPAA 
yesterday.  In  an  amended  com- 
plaint filed  in  the  New  York  Federal 
Court  by  Hughes  Tool  Co.,  through 
Attorney  Charles  Poletti,  Hughes 
claimed  damages  because  of  the  as- 
sociation's alleged  interference  in 
the  showing  of  "The  Outlaw." 

Judgment  asks  that  MPAA  be  en- 
joined: 1)  from  interfering  directly 
(Continued  on  Page  17) 


Denounces  Testimony  by 
Schatte,  Denies  Bioff  Tie; 
Says  Reds  Would  Ruin  IA 

Richard  F.  Walsh,  IATSE  presi- 
dent, in  a  telegram  sent  to  Rep.  Fred 
A.  Hartley,  chairman  of  the  House 
Labor  Commit- 
tee: r 

1.  Urged  the 
committee  to  k; 
fully  investi-  1 
gate  the  Holly-  § 
wood  strike  sit- 
uation, promis-  i 
ing  "we  shall  11 
assist  it  in  ev-  If 
ery  possible!' 
way." 

2.  Denounced  1 
the  testimony^ 
before  the  com- 
mittee of  Oscar 
Schatte,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Car- 
penters Union 
which  is  locked  in  a  jurisdiction- 
al dispute  with  IA,  as  "mislead- 
ing and  prejudicial." 

3.  Branded     as     "absolutely 
(Continued  on  Page   17) 

Hi-Court  Ruling  on  'IT 
Stay  Plea  Seen  Today 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Universr.l's  petition 
for  a  stay  of  the  effective  date  of 
the  New  York  judgment  in  the  equity 
suit  against  the  majors  was  studied 
yesterday  by  Supreme  Court  Justice 
Stanley  Reed,  who  will  probably  in- 
dicate today  whether  he  will  hear 
(Continued  on  Page  18) 


RICHARD  F.  WALSH 


20%  Tax  on  Drinh 
Tabs  If  You  See  Tele 

Newark  —  Patrons  of  taverns  fea- 
turing television  receivers  may  be 
liable  for  the  20  per  cent  Federal 
amusement  tax,  according  to  John 
E.  Manning,  Collector  of  Internal 
Revenue  for  New  Jersey.  Manning 
said  yesterday  that  the  Bureau  had 
instructed  him  that  such  entertain- 
ment constitutes  a  public  perform- 
ance for  profit,  under  the  amended 
revenue  code. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
MONTREAL— Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Jack 
Droy,  411  Lyric  Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher,  19  Moxon  Ave..  Punchbowl, 
N.  S.  W.  Phone,  UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— 
Jean  Pierre  Meys,  110  Rue  des  Paquerettes. 
MOSCOW— Raymond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Met- 
ropole.  COPENHAGEN  —  John  Lindberg, 
Jernbanealle  No.  3,  Copenhagen-Van  Loese. 
AMSTERDAM— Dr.  J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubens- 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close    Chg. 

Bell  &  Howell 19%     19i/4     19V4  —     % 

Columbia   Picts 19         19         19       —     S/8 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..   85         85         85         

East.   Kodak    237       233       233       —  4y4 

do  pfd 193       193       193  

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 21         20%     21       —     % 

Loew's,  Inc 23  Vi     223^     22%—     y8 

Paramount     26V8     25%     25%  —     l/4 

RKO      14i/4     14%     14V4     

Republic  Pict 1%       7%       73,4  +     V& 

Republic  Pict.  pfd...  14  13l/2  13l/2  —  V2 
20th  Century-Fox  .  .  .  32i/2  32  32%  —  % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  40         39%     39%  —  1 1/4 

Universal   Pict 25       24%     243^  —     1/4 

Warner   Bros 15%     15%     15%      

NEW   YORK   CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .     4%       4%       4%     

RKO      4%       4  4         

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3  3         

Technicolor      15  14%     14%—     % 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor     4%       5% 

Pathc     6%      73/8 


Pease  Named  Treasurer 
Of  Disney  Productions 

Paul  L.  Pease  has  been  appointed 
treasurer  of  Walt  Disney  Prods.,  it 
was  announced  yesterday  by  Prexy 
Roy  O.  Disney.  Pease,  associated 
with  Disney  for  nine  years,  was  as- 
sistant treasurer. 


No  Fire  Losses  in  1946 
Reported  by  MPAA  Dept. 

Washington   Bufeau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  For  the  10th  year 
since  1926,  the  MPAA  conservation 
department  reported  no  fire  losses  in 
major  company  exchanges  during 
1946,  it  was  revealed  yesterday  with 
the  annual  report  of  A.  S.  Dickinson, 
department  head,  to  Eric  A.  John- 
ston, president.  Report  was  the  first 
in  a  series  of  departmental  docu- 
ments which  will  replace  the  annual 
MPAA  report. 

Conservation  department  revealed 
that  30,000  miles  of  film  were 
handled  every  day  in  U.  S.  ex- 
changes, with  the  only  reported  film 
fire  said  to  be  in  an  independent 
Chicago  exchange,  outside  the  scope 
of  MPAA  inspections.  Fire  resulted 
in  the  death  of  one  person  and  a 
monetary  loss  of  $500.  Average  fire 
loss  for  maj'ors  during  the  1926  to 
1946  span  was  $231.14,  Dickinson 
said. 


Kusell  to  Set  SRO 
Sales  Offices  in  West 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood— Milton  S.  Kusell,  SRO 
general  sales  manager,  who  has 
arrived  here  from  New  York,  will 
establish  new  SRO  sales  offices  in 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Denver 
and  Salt  Lake  City,  and  will  set  up 
Coast  openings  for  Selznick's  "Duel 
in  the  Sun." 

SRO  offices  have  already  been  es- 
tablished in  Atlanta,  Dallas,  Chicago, 
Minneapolis,  Kansas  City,  Des 
Moines,  St.  Louis,  Cleveland,  Cin- 
cinnati, Detroit,  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Washington,  Pittsburgh,  Bos- 
con  and  Buffalo. 

Additional  offices  will  be  opened 
within  the  next  30  days. 

"Duel,"  in  its  11th  week  in  Los 
Angeles,  grossed  $40,000  at  the 
Vogue  and  Fairfax. 


Bill  Would  Limit  Morals 
Liability  of  Theater  Men 

Albany — Liability  for  immoral  ex- 
hibitions would  not  apply  to  the 
owner,  leasee  or  operator  of  a  the- 
ater, unless  he  has  proprietary, 
financial  or  beneficial  interest  in  the 
immoral  subject,  under  a  bill  intro- 
duced by  the  Senate  Rules  Commit- 
tee at  the  request  of  MacNeil  Mit- 
chell, New  York  Republican.  A  the- 
ater operator  would  not  be  liable, 
under  the  bill,  unless  he  permitted 
use  of  his  theater  for  more  than  24 
hours  after  a  conviction  for  viola- 
tion. Measure  was  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 


New  UA  Phone  Number 

UA's  telephone  number  has  been 
changed  to  Circle  5-6000. 


St.  Louise  Amusement  Tax 
Proposal  Seen  Doomed 


St.  Louis — Defeat  of  proposals  to 
increase  school  taxes '  in  Friday's 
election  is  believed  to  indicate  that 
Mayor  Aloys  P.  Kaufmann's  muni- 
cipal tax  plan,  including  a  five  per 
cent  tax  on  theater  admissions,  will 
be  stopped.  Also  endangered  is  the 
Mayor's  plan  to  hike  real  estate  and 
personal  property  taxes. 

Henry  F.  Chadeayne,  a  member  of 
the  economy  section  of  the  Tax  Com- 
mission, commented,  "I  construe  the 
elections  results  as  a  definite  man- 
date to  find  ways,  to  economize 
rather  than  raise  taxes."  George  W. 
Hartman,  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican City  Committee  and  clerk  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  predicted  that 
a  bill  to  increase  real  estate  and  per- 
sonal property  taxes  would  be  de- 
feated in  the  Board. 


Columbia-Rabinovitch  to 
Produce  "Boheme"  in  Italy 

Rome  (By  Cable) — Columbia  In- 
ternational will  be  associated  with 
Gregor  Rabinovitch  in  the  produc- 
tion here  this  Summer  of  "La  Bo- 
heme," co-starring  Marta  Eggert 
and  Jan  Kiepura,  for  the  world 
market,  with  Columbia  distributing. 
For  some  sequences,  the  company 
will  go  to  Paris. 


Rabinovitch  partnership  deal  with 
Columbia  calls  for  six  pix,  to  be 
made  in  Europe.  First,  titled  "Ma- 
non  Lescaut,"  stars  Danielle  Dar- 
rieux.  Eggert  and  Kiepura,  now  on 
the  Coast,  leave  for  Italy  at  the 
close  of  a  Canadian  concert  tour 
next  month. 


Justice  Dept.  Confirms 
Eastman  Kodak  Probe 


Washington  Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  confirmed  yesterday  that  the 
Government  is  investigating  East- 
man Kodak  Co.  for  possible  viola- 
tion of  the  anti-trust  laws.  The  Gov- 
ernment's probe  of  Eastman  was 
indicated  in  the  company's  annual 
report  to  its  stockholders. 

Asked  whether  the  probe  included 
the  entire  photographic  industry,  a 
Department  of  Justice  spokesman 
said  "I  wouldn't  go  that  far  at  this 
time." 


^The Girl  with  the 
Little  Black  Book 

MBGRAffA 


commc  and  come 


DAVE  GILPIN,  THOMAS  LEDGER,  CLIFF 
J.  COX  ASHLEY  C.  BATE,  ALICE  HOLT 
NELLIE  NISBET,  visiting  members  of  the  F 
mount  British  office,  left  for  the  Holly 
studio  last  night  for  a  two-week  visit. 

A.  PAM  BLUMENTHAL  planes  out  tome 
for  the  Coast  to  attend  a  Cinecolor  : 
meeting. 

WILLIAM    F.    RODGERS,   Metro   viee^i.-vj 
and  general  sales  manager,  will  leavep? 
today  for  New  York. 

RUDY    BERGER,   M-G-M   Southern    sales 
ager,  and   his   home   office  assistant,   LEOr 
HIRSCH    are    due   in   Memphis   today   from 
lahoma   City   for  a   three   to  four-day   stay 
Sunday  they  will  head   for  Atlanta. 

GEORGE    A.     SMITH,     Paramount's    We  i 
division   sales    manager,    leaves   for   Des   M 
today  en  route  to  Los  Angeles. 

"PAT"  SCOLLARD  in  charge  of  labor  I 
tions  at  Paramount  Pictures,  will  be  in  V 1 
ington   today. 

PERRY  SPENCER,  Universal-lnt'l  publici'  j 
in  Miami  Beach  to  help  Wometco  heralr  I 
coming   of   "Smash-Up." 

ARTHUR  GREENBLATT,    Eastern   sales  n 
ger    for   Monogram,    leaves   today   for    Ne 
leans  and  Memphis  visiting  Southern  exch  j 
en    route,    setting     up     previews    for    Roy  j 
Ruth's    "It    Happened    on    5th    Avenue," 
Artists  release.  He  will  return   in  two  week 

SAM  LEFKOWITZ.  Eastern  district  ma' 
for  Warner  Bros.,  is  in  Buffalo  until  the  e 
the  week. 

MARTHA  VICKERS  leaves  today  fori 
Coast. 

ALAN  HALE  returns  to  Hollywood  next 
day. 

MERRIMAN    H.    HOLTZ,    president    of  S 
Adettes,   has  been  visiting  offices  in  San 
cisco,   Los  Angeles  and    Fresno   during   the) 
month. 

MARCEL  HELLMAN  is  in  town  from 
He  will   leave  for  the  Coast  next  week. 

TED    MORRIS,    of    M-G-M's    studio    pu 
dept.,  will  leave  for  the  Coast  the  end 
week. 

RUTH  SIMON,  assistant  to  George  Ge 
at  20th-Fox,  will  leave  for  a  Florida  va 
the  end  of  the  week. 

SAM  SIRITZKY,  vee-pee  of  Siritzky  Int 
turns  tomorrow  to  New  York  aboard  th 
America   after  two-month  visit   in    France. 

ARTHUR  HOWARD,  of  Exhibitor's  Serv 
Boston,   is  at   the   Hotel  Astor. 

ALAN  F.  CUMMINGS,  M-G-M  exchange 
ations'  head,  has  returned  from  a  tour  tl 
the  Southern  territory. 

HARRY  KOMER,  manager  of  Detroit's 
tier  Theater,  returned  to  the  motor  cit 
terday  after  a  week  at  the  Hotel  St.  Moi 

ANITA  LOOS   is  in   town   from   the   Coc 

CONSTANTIN  BAKALEINIKOFF,  RKO 
director    has  arrived  from  California. 

DON  PRINCE,  RKO  foreign   publicity  di 
has  returned  to  the  h.o.  after  a  trip  to 
City. 

FRANK  LAUNDER,  British  film  writer  a 
rector  of  "The  Adventuress,"  is  back  ir 
York  from  a    Boston  visit. 


IF  YOU   BUY 

STADIUM.   AMUSEMENT   PARK   OR 


CONTACT  INTERNATIONAL  TICKI 

Your    needs    supplied    ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc. 
Samples,    prices    on    re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.      NEWARK  4,  N. 
Sales  offices  in  New  fork  and 
Principal  Cities 


* 


EACH  ADDITIONAL  ENGAGEMENT 
MAKES  IT  DIGGER  AND  DIGGER 
AND  DIGGER! 


IT  PACKS  'EM  IN. ..AND  THEY  STAY  PACKED! 


with 


LARRY  PARKS  •  EVELYN  KEYES 

WILLIAM  DEMAREST  •  BILL  GOODWIN 

Screenplay  by  Stephen  Longstreet 
Directed  by  ALFRED  E.  GREEN  •  Produced  by  SIDNEY  SKOLSKY 


BOGART'S  OUT  WITH  A  NEW  WOMAN... 
AND  HOW  THE  CROWDS  FLOCK  TO  SEE  THEM! 


Wants 


•Charles GANE-wmiam PRINCE  Marvin MiLLER-Wallace  FORD 

Screenplay  by  Oliw  H.  P.  6arretl,  Steve  Fisher 
Directed  by  JOHN  CROMWELL     •     Produced  by  SIDNEY  6IDDELL 


I 


?>ick  poweu 


IT'S  A  SMART  SHOWMAN  WHO  SAVES 
HIS  BEST  TIME  FOR  JOHNNY  O'CLOCK! 

ieej.C0BB  -aiH  DREW  «'NA  FflCH 

S.  THOMAS  GOMEZ  -  JOHN  KELLOGG 

Screenplay  by  Robert  Rossen  •  Directed  by  nUutnl     KOuSEN 
Produced  by  EDWARD  G.  NEALIS.  Associate  Producer  MILTON  HOLMES 


IN  THE  GREAT  TRADITION 
OF  POPULAR  ENTERTAINMENT! 


.  -  GEORGE  MACREADY 

HENRY  STEPHENSON  -  STEVEN  SEW  -  Nil  COIUIS  • 

Screenplay  by  George  Bruce  and  Alfred  Neumann 
Directed  by  HENRY  LEVIN  •  Produced  by  GRANT  WHYTOCK 

an  EDWARD  SMALL  production 


I 


Vennii 


AMpheMMM 


Mm^CtfAPMANMicMQ'SH&L 


"CERTAIN  TO  ENJOY  HEAVY  PATRONAGE 
IN  ALL  OF  ITS  BOOKINGS." 


-BOXOFFICE 


with 


George 

COULOURIS 


Jeff 

BUNNELL 


Steven 

GERAY 


Ralph 

MORGAN 


John 

KELLOGG 


Screenplay  by  Ian  McLellan  Hunter 
Based  on  the  radio  program  "Mr.  District  Attorney"  created  by  Phillips  H.  Lord 
Directed  by  ROBERT  B.  SINCLAIR  •  Produced  by  SAMUEL  BISCHOFF 


// 


EVERYONE  WILL  WANT  TO  KNOW: 
IVfMr  WAS  THE  SIN  OF  JANET  AMES? 


with 


SID  CAESAR  BETSY  BLAIR  NINA  FOGH 

Screenplay  by  Louella  MacFarlane,  Allen  Rivkin,  Oevery  Freeman 
Directed  by  HENRY  LEVIN 


WHO  TAMED 


ITH  THE  SAME  GLENN  EOR 
/ 


i 


Edgar  BUCHAN 


Dim 


m 


Icreenplar  by  Ben  MaiSdow 


ill 


BANNON 


ctid  by  RICHARD  WALLACE  •  Producsd  by  JULES  SGHERMER 


,„//•  YOt/&  WAY 

&  Of  THE  BEDMEN 


***  GEORGE  SHERMAN  .«—*»■ 


meow*/ 


i 


mimim 


BMI8MU 


.■SFV   O 


wd 


frwS&HrjwBlOflMl 


«—  "  —  *«M».  *  S^UEL  B.SCH0FE 
Directed  by  WW" 


-. 


LITHO  IN  U.S.A^, 
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iw  Theater  Permits 
Allocations  Jump 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ire  appears  to  be  little  present 
elihood  that  stringent  controls  will 
lifted  for  several  months  to  come. 
:hough  the  Office  of  Temporary 
ntrols,  which  now  passes  on  con- 
ion  applications,  is  due  to  end 
mmer,  its  powers  are  ex- 
to  be  passed  to  the  Housing 
peditor  Office. 

DTC  spokesmen  say  there  is  "no 
■sent  indication"  that  the  weekly 
ocations  will  be  raised  above  the 
million  figure. 

Present  controls  have  kept  the- 
ir building  to  a  trickle,  with  re- 
irs  and  replacements  representing 
;  bulk  of  theater  construction, 
ly  approvals  now  given  are  for 
her  very  small  theaters  (Drive- 
s  and  the  like)  or  for  emergency 
oairs  and  replacements.  Old  the- 
irs condemned  for  safety  purposes 
•eive  approvals  for  repairs  as  well 
new  theaters  to  replace  those  de- 
•oyed  by  fire. 

[n  the  latter  half  of  last  year, 
using  authorities  predicted  a 
llurge  in  theater  building  by  the 
ddle  of  this  year,  expanding  to  a 
ar-boom  towards  the  end  of  1947. 
is  schedule  is  now  shoved  for- 
ird  "several  months"  by  Govern- 
ent  experts. 


ichigan  ITO  Gathers 
gures  on  High  Rentals 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

iry  that  of  19  features  now  being 
leased  by  five  majors  to  nabe 
uses  here  13  are  percentage  deals 
d  others  call  for  high  rentals  ac- 
rding  to  President  Sam  Carver. 
No  definite  action  was  taken  but 
rver  said  members  are  consider- 
j  laying  off  of  buying  from  one  or 
o  majors  entirely  in  an  effort  to 
:ure  relief,  although  there  is  con- 
lerable  opposition  from  independ- 
t  exhibitors  who  fear  that  such 
;p  would  jeopardize  their  business 
putting  in  inferior  pictures  and 
'-issues  in  place  of  better  features 
blic  is  used  to. 

Election  of  officers  was  postponed, 
obably  till  April. 


;  ctor  Potel  Dead 

Vest  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Victor  Potel,  one  of 
*e  original  Keystone  Cops,  is  dead 
re  at  57.    Potel  was  a  veteran  of 

years  of  screen  appearances.    He 

survived  by  his  widow. 


tinD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO: 

Mar.  12 
P.   A.    McGuire  Hap  Hadley,  Jr. 

Leslie   Fenton  George  W.   Harvey 


ALONG 


A  Reporter's  Report 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Looks  like  National  Theaters  may  face  op- 
position in  the  prefabricated  theater  field.  ...  •  Ian  Warren  of  London 
&  Overseas  is  out  of  the  hospital  here  after  being  bedded  down  two 
weeks    with  the   jaundice,   presumably   contracted  in   Hol'ywood.    .   .  . 

•  Not  RKO  but  Modem  Talking  Pictures  will  distribute  that  short  which 
RKO  Pathe  will  produce  for  the  National  Confectioners  Association.  .  .  . 

•  Don't  be  surprised  if  several  majors  embark  upon  production  in 
Italy  before  the  year  ends.  ...  •  Hen-fruit  decorated  with  eyes  in 
various  colors  for  those  traditional  egg-rolling  contests  at  Eastertide 
would  be  an  exploitation  "natural"  for  Universal's  "The  Egg  and  I," 
wouldn't  they?  ...  •  Which  reminds  that  when  Norman  H.  Moray 
of  Warners  was  a  guest  at  Chicago's  Congress  Hotel  last  week,  the 
Pompeian  Room  thoughtfully  added  a  "Bugs  Bunny  Special"  to  the  menu 

It  was  a  carrot  juice  cocktaiL  ...     •   David  Lawrence's  United 

States  News  places  the  present  dip  in  film  attendance  at  from  three  to 
five  per  cent.  ...  •  Harold  Young,  who  has  just  completed  the  di- 
rectorial chore  on  "Citizen  Saint"  here,  will  stage  the  historic  portion 
of  City  College  Centennial  Fund's  Fashion  Gala  at  the  Waldorf  on  the 
22nd.   ...     •   Seems  as   how  there's  a  New  York  theater  bottleneck 

for  foreign  fi'ms That's  why  the  French  "Clandestine"  is  opening 

today  in  Boston  and  not  here.  ...  •  If  Vajay  Bhatt  has  his  way,  his 
Prakash  Pictures  of  India  will  produce  a  Technicolor  feature  on  the  life 
of  Buddha  in  these  U.  S.  .  .  .  •  An  interesting  announcement  could  fol- 
low Bob  Gi'lham's  scheduled  return  to  N.  Y.  today  from  a  vacation 

T  ▼  T 

•  •      •     ANY  SUGGESTIONS?:  George  J.  Schaefer  is  in  a  quandary 

Now  that  the  bronze,  marble-backed  plaque  which  was  awarded 

by  the  Government  to  the  industry  when  he  was  WAC  chairman  is  back 
in  his  office  after  a  two-year  exhibition  tour  of  the  nation's  theaters — 
what  next?  Schaefer  feels  it's  not  quite  cricket  to  keep  the  plaque  in 
his  office,  yet  he  doesn't  know  who  shou'd  have  it At  a  press  con- 
ference yesterday,  it  was  suggested  the  plaque  be  turned  over  to  the 
Motion  Picture  Foundation  as  soon  as  its  permanent  headquarters  are 
established Schaefer  awaits  other  suggestions 

▼  T  T 

•  •  •  ODDS  7T  ENDS:  Pegler,  who  thinks  that  present  railroad 
operating  managements  are  preferable  to  Robert  R.  Young,  might  re- 
consider if  he  ever  rode  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad.  ...  •  There's 
at  least  a  chuckle  in  that  report  by  Leo  Wolcott  on  how  one  Minneapolis 
exchange  recently  COD'd  an  exhib.  for  a  box  office  report  on  a  previ- 
ously played  old  substitute  pic,  booked  and  played  at  flat  rental,  until 
the  branch  decided  it  was  a  "policy  percentage"  and  COD'd  the  next 
film,  sending  the  b.o.  report  form  to  the  Railway  Express  Agent.  .  .  . 

•  And  if  you  want  a  chuckle  at  the  expense  of  Your  Favorite  Industry 
Newspaper,  there  was  that  obvious  typo  error  the  other  day  that  re- 
ferred to  RKO's  "Trail  Street"  as  a  "first  rank  western.".  .  .  •  Then, 
too,  there  is  Ingrid  Bergman's  Hollywood  version  of  gilding  the  lily, 
"Think  what  God  could  have  done  if  HE  only  had  had  money.".  .  . 

•  Ernest  W.  Fredman,  managing  editor  of  London's  Daily  Film  Renter, 
is  suggesting  that  the  British  film  industry  borrow  a  leaf  from  the  book 

of  the  MPAA  and  send  a  delegation  to  the  Geneva  Conference 

Noting  that  Eric  A.  Johnston  and  others  would  go  to  Switzerland  for  the 
conference,  "Freddy"  checked  to  see  what  the  British  producers  and  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  in  mind,  and  drew  a  blank,  with  the  BOT  advising 
that  "logrollers"  were  not  being  encouraged.  .  .   •   Doc  Stork's  date  book 

shows  a  scheduled  call  to  the  Ben  Cammacks  in  Dallas Ben  is  RKO 

district  manager  based  there.  .  .  •  San  Francisco's  Variety  Club  will  oc- 
cupy as  headquarters  an  $85,000  night  club  in  Blumenthal's  Tivoli  Thea- 
ter   The  night  club,  although  complete  in  every  detail  down  to  linens 

and  cutlery,  was  never  opened 


Bids  Seen  Answer  to 
Closed  Situations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
large   circuits,  were   barriers  to  be 
faced    by    sales    organizations,   with 
little  choice  left  but  to  bow  to  the 
best  terms  offered. 

Failure  of  some  defendants  to  ap- 
peal the  competitive  bidding  pro- 
visions of  the  decree  is  said  to  have 
been  at  the  behest  of  sales  depart- 
ments, the  latter  arguing  that  a 
wide  open  market  will  be  an  ad- 
vantage, especially  in  dealing  with 
the  tough-buying  circuits. 

That  feeling  is  backed  up  by  the 
approaches  of  financial  groups  who 
continually  query  distributors  on 
the  type  of  "break"  they  might  ex- 
pect under  the  new  selling  method 
if  they  were  to  build  or  acquire  the- 
aters in  spots  where  sales  forces  have 
had  rough  going  over  a  period  of 
years.  Some  insiders  feel  that  the 
often  repeated  prediction  of  a  wave 
of  new  theater  building  will  take 
place  mainly  in  the  formerly  "closed" 
areas. 


SAG  Officers  Resign  In 
View  of  Pix  $  Interests 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

of  the  board,  have  resigned.  In  sub- 
mitting their  resignations,  actors  in- 
formed the  board  they  were  doing  so 
in  order  to  strengthen  SAG's  posi- 
tion in  its  aproaching  contract  nego- 
tiations with  producers. 

They  explained  that  each  now  has 
a  financial  interest  in  pictures  in 
which  he  stars  and  that  while  their 
primary  interests  always  will  be  that 
of  the  actors,  they  feel  they  should 
not  hold  office  as  long  as  their  pres- 
ent status  in  the  industry  continues. 

They  will,  of  course,  continue  to 
be  members  of  the  Guild. 

Board  of  directors  has  elected  Ron- 
ald Reagan,  president;  Gene  Kelly, 
first  vice-president;  William  Holden, 
second  vice-president;  George  Mur- 
phy, third  vice-president;  Paul  Har- 
vey, recording  secretary,  and  Anne 
Revere,  treasurer.  Board  of  direc- 
tors consist  of  44  actors  elected  by 
membership. 


Brooklyn  'Passports' 
Given  to  New  Yorkers 

Manhattan  guests  of  M-G-M  and 
the  First  Families  of  Brooklyn  last 
night  were  issued  passports  entitling 
them  to  enter  the  borough  for  the 
world  premiere  of  "It  Happened  in 
Brooklyn."  Conveyed  in  chartered 
busses  to  the  New  York  side  of 
Brooklyn  Bridge,  the  "foreigners" 
were  transferred  to  specially  dec- 
orated street  cars  for  the  rest  of  the 
trip.  When  the  street  cars  reached 
"Brooklyn  territory,"  the  passports 
were  issued.  Guests  were  made  hon- 
orary citizens  of  Brooklyn  by  Borough 
President  John  Cashmore,  prior  to 
a  steak  dinner  and  the  first  public 
showing  at  Loew's  Metropolitan. 
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Australians  Warn  On 
Bootleg  16mm.  Films 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail) — Warnings 
of  penalties  for  illegal  possession  of 
16  mm.  prints  of  copyrighted  films 
are  being  circulated  by  the  MPDA, 
following  the  return  of  one  batch 
of  seven  prints  by  an  unsuspecting 
purchaser. 

Prints  were  among  those  donated 
for  showings  to  Allied  servicemen 
and  a  number  have  never  been  re- 
turned, reports  the  MPDA,  which 
claims  it  has  reason  to  believe  that 
some  prints  are  still  in  the  illegal 
possession  of  individuals.  Associa- 
tion said  that  the  seven  prints  were 
purchased  for  $325  by  an  individual 
who  turned  them  in  when  he  found 
they  were  bootleg  films. 

Film  Row  observers  commented 
that  the  situation  is  bad  enough  in 
Australia  and  that  reports  from  Wel- 
lington indicate  that  it  is  much  worse 
in  New  Zealand. 


Little  Headlines: 


Columbia  Board,  Officers 
And  Contracts  Approved 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

ments  submitted  to  stockholders 
were  ratified  and  approved. 

Columbia  board  includes  Harry 
Cohn,  president;  Jack  Cohn,  execu- 
tive vice-president;  A.  Schneider, 
vice-president  and  treasurer;  Leo  M. 
Blancke;  N.  B.  Spingold,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  advertising  and 
publicity;  A.  Montague,  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  domestic  sales, 
and  Donald  S.  Stralem.  Blancke  is 
a  member  of  Hemphill,  Noyes  &  Co., 
while  Stralem  is  a  member  of  Hall- 
garten  &  Co.  Both  firms  are  in- 
vestment bankers. 

Other  officers  elected  include: 
Louis  J.  Barbano,  B.  B.  Kahane, 
Joseph  A.  McConville  and  Lester  W. 
Roth,  vice-president;  Mortimer 
Wormser,  and  Leo  Jaffe,  assistant 
treasurers;  Charles  Schwartz,  secre- 
tary, and  David  Fogelson,  assistant 
secretary. 

Contracts  and  option  agreements 
ratified  includes  those  of  Jack  Cohn, 
Montague,  Kahane,  Roth,  Irving 
Briskin,  and  Gerald  Racket.  Details 
of  the  employment  contracts  and 
options  were  published  in  The  Film 
Daily  of  Feb.  19. 


SICK  LIST 


HENRY  GINSBERG,  who  is  being  treated 
for  a  thyroid  condition,  is  making  excellent 
progress  and  will  be  able  to  resume  his 
duties  at  Para,  studios  next  week. 

MAX  MILDER,  Warners'  British  head, 
has  been  ordered  by  his  physician  to  take 
a  complete  rest. 

AL  CHAMPAGNE,  20rh-Fox  head  booker 
in  Detroit,  is  convalescing  at  h:me  follow- 
ing a  fracture  of  the  left  hand  received  in 
a   fall. 


PURCHASE  BY  NICHOLAS  M.  SCHENCK,  president  of  Loew's,  of  42,288  shares  of 
the  company's  common  stock  was  reported  yesterday  in  the  Stock  Exchange's  daily  sum- 
mary transactions.  Purchase  raised  Schenck's  holdings  to  62,727  shares,  allowing  for 
1,000  shares  given  away  on  Jan.  10. 

• 
PARIS   OPERA  will  have  its  first   French-dubbed   pic  when   Metro's  "Madam  Curie" 
opens  there.  Ace  Parisian  theaters  customarily  use  Hollywood  pix  with  French  titles. 

• 
PARAMOUNT'S    NEW    BOB    HOPE    production,   "My    Favorite    Brunette,"    has    been 
booked  to  play  35  key  pre-release  dates  before  it  goes  into  general  release  on  April  4. 
Pre-releases  start  today  at  the  Newman,  Kansas  City. 

• 
TELEVISION  WILL  BE  a  commercial  reality  throughout  the  U.  S.  in  a  year,  Joseph 
Gerl,  president  of  the  Sonora  Radio  &  Television  corporation,  said   in   Minneapolis.  Gerl 
expresses  the  opinion  that  50  per  cent  of  television  programs  will  be  motion  pictures. 

• 
STANLEY  KANE,  NCA  executive  secretary,  has  proposed  abolishment  of  the  Minne- 
apolis zcne  system  of  theater  license  assessment  and  the  establishment  of  a  flat  rate 
on  per-seat  capacity  of  the  city's  theaters  as  an  answer  to  the  proposed  plan  of  the 
City  Council  to  increase  annual  fees  for  theaters.  His  suggestion  will  go  before  the 
Council   Friday. 

RKO  IS  PREPARING  elaborate  Spanish-language  brochures  for  the  initial  Ramex  and 
Pathe-Cinema  productions  which  the  company  will  distribute  in  Latin  America.  In  ad- 
dition,  Spanish  bulletins  will   be   mailed   semi-monthly. 

• 

A  RULE  CALLING  for  one  hour  debate  on  Rep.  Patterson's  bill  to  suspend  the  im- 
port duty  on  copper,  in  order  to  aid  in  solving  the  domestic  copper  shortage,  was  granted 
yesterday  by  the  House  Rules  Committee. 


Dewey  Tax  Program 
Given  Party  Support 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sions  would  be  defeated  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

Sen.  Benjamin  F.  Feinberg  an- 
nounced after  the  caucus  that  the 
Senate  bill  would  not  be  amended  be- 
fore passage.  It  was  upon  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  film  industry's  hopes 
to  block  the  inclusion  of  a  county 
amusement  tax  provision  had  rested. 

The  Senate  action  in  making  the 
tax  bill  a  party  measure  came  as  the 
Governor  and  Republican  legislative 
leaders  reportedly  were  swamped 
with  protest,  many  of  them  orig- 
inating in  strong  GOP  upstate  com- 
munities. 

Prospects  last  night  were  that  the 
Dewey  tax  program  would  be  en- 
acted before  Saturday  when  the  leg- 
islature tentatively  is  scheduled  to 
adjourn. 


Industry  Tax  Committee 
Sees  Legislators  Today 

A  four-man  committee  represent- 
ing industry  views  on  the  amuse- 
ment taxes  proposed  by  Governor 
Dewey  will  present  their  case  to 
legislative  leaders  in  Albany  today. 

Robert  Coyne,  Fred  Schwartz,  Os- 
".av  Doob  and  Harry  Brandt  are 
expected  to  be  joined  in  the  capital 
by  a  group  representing  exhibitor? 
in  Buffalo.  Together  the  reps,  will 
attempt  to  generate  opposition  to  the 
legislation. 


Rites  for  Mrs.  Louis  Stahl 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Mrs.  Louis  Stahl,  whose 
husband  operates  theaters  for 
Skouras  Theaters  Corp.  in  Bergen- 
field,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Stahl  died  while 
visiting  her  daughter  here. 


N.  J.  Allied  to  Fight 
Tax  Bill  Via  Screens 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Owners    of    New    Jersey    expect    to 
reach  more  than   4,000,000   citizens 
in  their  campaign  against  the  bill. 

Edward  Lachman,  ITONJ  presi- 
dent, declared  yesterday  in  a  state- 
ment distributed  to  members  of  the 
Legislature: 

"We  are  prepared  to  urge  every 
theater-goer  in  New  Jersey  to  call 
on  his  representative  in  the  State 
Legislature  to  stop  this  latest  out- 
burst of  the  big  spenders  in  Govern- 
ment. 

"The  bill  offered  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature by  the  Atlantic  County  dele- 
gation while  permissive  in  nature 
and  subject  to  local  referendum, 
would  allow  a  sales  tax  not  alone  in 
Atlantic  City,  but  in  every  muni- 
cipality in  New  Jersey.  Thus,  in 
order  to  help  Atlantic  City  gain 
more  tax  money  for  its  own  spend- 
ing, every  citizen  of  New  Jersey 
would  be  subjected  to  the  constant 
threat  of  a  sales  or  luxury  tax  in  his 
own  community." 


Gov.  Gets  Anti-Discrimination  Bill 

Albany — The  Assembly  has  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  the  Finchchild 
Actor  bill. 

The  Assembly  also  has  passed  and 
sent  to  the  Governor  the  Fino  bill  to 
amend  the  Penal  Law  to  prohibit  dis- 
crimination, among  other  things,  by 
a  place  of  amusement  against  a 
sightless  person  accompanied  by  a 
seeing  eye  dog. 


Iowa  AITO  Meets  May  5-6 

Omaha — Annual  convention  of  the 
Allied  Independent  Theater  Owners 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  will  be  held 
at   the   Fontanelle    Hotel,    May   5-6. 


Schaefer-"U"  Deal  0 

Reissues  Nears  Inkin 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

through  state  rights;  or  a  combin 
tion  of  both  methods.  It's  possibl 
he  added,  that  the  company  wou 
operate  its  own  exchanges  in  Ne 
York,  Boston,  Philly  and  a  few  othi 
large  cities.  No  matter  whj^tl( 
set-up,  first  of  the  re-issues  f 
released  by  July. 

Since  Schaefer  must  devote  all  h 
time  to  his  new  post  as  distributic 
head  of  Enterprise  Productions,  h 
son  George  J.  Schaefer,  Jr.,  will  \ 
in  charge  of  the  new  company  whic 
will  soon  be  organized  to  handle  tl 
distribution  of  the  350  re-issues. 

Among  the  re-issues  going  1 
Schaefer  are:  "Phantom  of  the  0| 
era,"  "Pittsburgh,"  "Appointme. 
for  Love,"  "Hired  Wife,"  "When  T. 
morrow  Comes,"  "Imitation  of  Life 
"Little  Man,  What  Now?",  as  we 
as  the  series  on  the  Dead  End  kic 
and  all  the  "U"  horror  pix. 

Rumors  he  would  like  to  squas 
for  keeps,  Schaefer  emphasize* 
were  that  he  put  up  $250,000  in  Er 
terprise,  and  that  the  company  is  i 
financial  difficulties.  Both  reporl 
are  utterly  false,  Schaefer  asserte. 

"When  you  have  four  pictures  a 
finished,"  he  commented,  "you'i 
certainly  not  in  financial  difficulties, 
referring  to  "Arch  of  Triumph 
"Other  Love,"  "Ramrod"  and  "Bod 
and  Soul." 

Because  of  the  new  selling  met! 
ods  resulting  from  the  Statutor 
Court's  decree,  Schaefer  reveale 
that  Enterprise  is  currently  cor 
ducting  a  survey — the  first  of  it 
kind — to  determine  how  "Triumph 
should  be  sold.  Poll  will  ascertai 
reader  interest  of  Remarque's  nove 
penetration,  which  part  of  the  publi 
wants  to  see  the  picture,  and  th 
income  brackets  of  those  fans.  An 
since  "Triumph"  will  be  shown  a 
advanced  prices,  "you  want  to  knoi 
what  kind  of  audience  is  waiting, 
Schaefer  explained.  He  pointed  ou 
incidentally,  that  the  largest  ag 
group  were  those  in  the  early  twer 
ties.  Problem  was  whether  thi 
group  could  pay  the  hiked  admis 
price. 


STORK  REPORTS 


G.  L.  Vales  of  the  Emerson  York 
studios  is  the  father  of  a  daughtei 
Barbara  Susan. 


New  Britain,  Conn.— Mr.  and  Mrs 
Steve  Perakos  are  parents  of  a  bab; 
boy,  named  Peter  II.  Father  head 
Perakos  Theaters  here. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — Tom  Gilliar 
20th-Fox  manager  in  Chicago,  be 
came  a  grandfather  with  the  birt' 
of  Tom  Gillian  II  to  his  son,  Ton 
Gillian,  Jr. 
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HENRY  GIN! 
for  a  thyroid  ci 
progress  and  v 
duties  at  Para. 

MAX    MILD1 

has    been    orderea    uy    nis   (jnysicidn    ro    rane 
a  complete  rest. 

AL  CHAMPAGNE.  20rh-Fox  head  booker 
in  Detroit,  is  convalescing  at  h:me  follow- 
ing a  fracture  of  the  left  hand  received  in 
a   fall. 


St.  Louis — funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Mrs.  Louis  Stahl,  whose 
husband  operates  theaters  for 
Skouras  Theaters  Corp.  in  Bergen- 
field,_  N.  J.  Mrs.  Stahl  died  while 
visiting  her  daughter  here. 


Iowa  AITO  Meets  May  5-6 

Omaha — Annual  convention  of  the 
Allied  Independent  Theater  Owners 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  will  be  held 
at   the   Fontanelle    Hotel,    May   5-6. 
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Fort    Wayne,    Ind.— Tom    Gil 

20th-Fox  manager  in  Chicago,  e 
came  a  grandfather  with  the  I  tl 
of  Tom  Gillian  II  to  his  son,  n 
Gillian,  Jr. 


Fred  takes  the  air—', 

mean- cause  spring's  in  the  air  > 
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PARAMOUNr 


will  release  its  gayest 
romantic  comedy  in  years 

On  The  First  Day 


The  N .  Y.  Paramount 

World  Premiere  Is 

S-E-N-S-A-T-I-O-N-A-L,  and 

so  are  those  trade  reviews1. 
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Paulette  Goddard  ■  Fred  A/lac  Murray 

fc**,       Sl  (ft         II     "  ^  ill 
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SHE'LL  BLOOM  IN  THE  SPRING 

on  billboards,  in  newspapers  and  just  about  everywhere  including  a  big  NATIONAL  AD  CAMPAIGN 
— in  Life,  Time,  Collier  s,  Cosmopolitan,  Redbook  and  Liberty 
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A  Prexy  Asks  Full 
louse  Slrike  Inquiry 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

false"  Schatte's  charges  that 
Walsh  or  the  IA  "is  in  any  way- 
involved  in  racketeering  prac- 
tices, or  that  we  are  in  any  way 
associated  with  (Willie)  Bioff." 
[|*.  Charged  that  "pro-Com- 
-~inist  elements  in  Hollywood" 
have  as  their  No.  One  goal  the 
I  destruction  of  the  IA  "univer- 
sally recognized  as  the  most  ef- 
fective bulwark  against  the  cap- 


In  Washington  yesterday  Rep. 
lartley,  chairman  of  the  House  La- 
>r  Committee  announced  he  would 
troduce  legislation  to  outlaw  the 
ommunist  Party  in  the  United 
tates.  Hartley's  announcement  fol- 
wed  the  advocacy  of  such  action 
j  Secretary  of  Labor  Schwellen- 
!ich. 


ture  by  those  disloyal  to  Amer- 
;  ica  of  control  over  the  motion 

picture  industry." 

Walsh  made  public  the  text  of  the 
ilegram  to  Hartley  at  a  press  con- 
>rence  here  yesterday  for  which 
udge  Matthew  Levy  and  Tom  Shea 
it  in. 

"Prove  It— I'll  Resign" 

Amplifying  on  the  points  men- 
oned  in  the  wire,  Walsh  further 
)mmented:  "If  anybody  can  prove 
lat  Bioff  has  any  connection  with 
le  IATSE,  I  will  resign  as  Inter- 
ational  president.  The  same  goes 
Dr  George  Browne.  .  .  .  We've  been 
retty  clean.  .  .  .  We  will  welcome 
westigation  by  anybody." 

On  the  hoodlum  tactics  that  have 
esmirched  labor  differences  in  Hol- 
rwood,  Walsh  asserted:  "I  don't 
link  any  strike  can  be  won  or  lost 
y  such  action.  .  .  .  Furthermore,  no 
3ttlements  have  been  made  by  Sor- 
3ll  and  his  gang." 

I  The  IA  prexy  referred  to  recent 
bttlements  made  by  the  blacksmith 
jnd  plumber  unions.  Excluding  the 
arpenters  and  painters  unions, 
i/alsh  predicted,  "before  the  week  is 
ut  most  of  the  other  crafts  will 
each  some  agreement."  Walsh  re- 
orted  that  he  and  Daniel  Tracy, 
rexy  of  the  International  Brother- 
ood  of  Electrical  Workers,  had  al- 
eady  reached  an  understanding. 

Sees  $50,000,000  Loss 

Walsh  emphasized  the  point  that 

espite   the   popular   impression   of 

abor  strife  in  Hollywood,  more  than 

5,000  studio  workers  never  did  go 

|n  strike;  and  those  who  did,  total 
nly  about  3,000.    He  said  he  agreed 

'nth  Victor  Riesel,  New  York  Post 
abor  columnist,  who  estimated  that 
he  loss  to  the  film  industry,  includ- 
ng  producers,  wage  earners  and  in- 
vestors, represented  a  total  of  about 
50,000,000  since  labor  differences 
lared  up  in  March,  1945. 
Regarding  restrictive  legislation 
n  jurisdictional  strikes,  Walsh  un- 
derlined the  point  that  he  was  not 


Hughes  Asks  $7,500,000  Balm 

Files  Amended  Complaint  Against  MPAA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


or  indirectly  with  plaintiff's  activi- 
ties as  a  producer,  distributor  or  ex- 
hibitor of  any  pix  produced  by 
Hughes;  2)  from  interfering  with 
distribution  of  "The  Outlaw";  3) 
from  compelling  Hughes  to  get  seals 
of  approval  for  his  pix,  or  to  make 
pictures  that  are  considered  proper 
by  MPAA;  4)  from  taking  any  action 
that  would  deny  Hughes  free  access 
to  pix  production,  distribution  or 
exhibition  facilities  in  the  U.  S. 
Triple  Damages  Sought 

In  addition  to  the  damages  Hughes 
claims,  he  also  asks  that  he  be  per- 
mitted to  recover  three  times  the 
damages  he  will  be  able  to  establish 
at  the  trial,  plus  attorney  fees. 

Complaint  also  asks  the  Court  for 
additional  relief  to  remove  "the  un- 
lawful conduct  of  MPAA  and  its  co- 
conspirators." Plaintiff  alleges  that 
neither  indie  producer  nor  indie  dis- 
tributor can  successfully  market  a 
feature  picture  unless  it  can  be  ex- 
hibited in  affiliated  theaters;  nor  can 
an  indie  producer  successfully  mar- 
ket a  feature  picture  unless  it  can  be 
distributed  by  one  of  the  "Eight  Big" 
companies. 

Since  1922,  Hughes  continues  in  his 
allegation,  "MPAA  has  been  in  un- 
lawful combination  of  restraint  of 
inter-state  commerce  of  motion  pic- 
tures and  has  been  engaged  in  un- 
lawful conspiracy  with  its  members 
and  others  to  restrain  and  monopo- 
lize inter-state  commerce  in  viola- 
tion of  Sections  1  and  2  of  the  Sher- 
man Act.  Since  1922  defendant  and 
its  members  devised  and  enforced  the 
use  of  a  form  of  motion  picture  ex- 
hibition contract  which  contained  a 
uniform  arbitration  clause." 

Hughes  maintains  that  since  the 
adoption  of  the  production  and  ad- 
vertising codes  in  1930,  he  has  been 
denied  freedom  of  expression. 


opposed  to  such  action  "if  construc- 
tive and  if  it's  workable." 

Of  related  union  matters,  Walsh 
said  that  he  was  confident  that 
James  J.  Brennan,  IA  veepee,  would 
guide  the  contract  talks  between  M. 
P.  Lab.  Technicians,  Local  702  and 
the  managements  of  18  film  process- 
ing firms  to  a  satisfactory  and  peace- 
ful conclusion. 

And  so  far  as  organized  16  mm. 
projectionists,  well,  "that's  strictly 
a  local  matter,"  according  to  Walsh. 

H'wood  Conciliator  Named 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Los  Angeles  —  Frank  E.  Wenig, 
United  States  conciliator  named  to 
seek  a  studio  strike  settlement,  will 
hold  his  first  conference  with  John 
Tutt  today,  another  U.  S.  conciliator 
who  has  been  studying  controversy. 


Rites  for  George  Berberich 

St.  Louis  —  A  requiem  mass  for 
George  Berberich,  assistant  booker 
at  20th-Fox,  was  said  at  the  As- 
sumption Catholic  Church  in  Mat- 
tese.  Berberich  died  at  Alexian 
Brothers  Hospital  of  heart  disease. 


Truman  Signs  Bill 
Extending  20%  Levy 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  President  Truman 
yesterday  signed  the  bill  extending 
the  one-cent-on-five  "wartime"  ad- 
missions rate  indefinitely.  Although 
House  Ways  and  Means  Chairman 
Knutson  has  promised  a  review  of 
the  entire  excise  tax  structure, 
there  is  little  hope  for  such  a  study 
this  year.  As  of  today,  there  is  little 
hope  that  the  admissions  or  other 
excise  levies  will  be  reduced  prior 
to  July  of  next  year — and  it  is  by  no 
means  certain  that  there  will  be  a 
reduction   then. 


75  to  Attend  Denver 
Meet  on  Allied  Unit 


Denver — More  than  75  indie  ex- 
hibs.  are  expected  to  attend  the  or- 
ganizational meeting  of  Allied  to  be 
held  at  the  Brown  Palace  Hotel 
March  25-26.  These  exhibitors  will 
represent  at  least  100  theaters.  About 
60  exhibs.  have  already  signified  they 
will  be  present. 

In  attendance  to  present  the  Allied 
standpoint  will  be  Col.  H.  A.  Cole, 
regional  vice-president  and  president 
of  Texas  Allied;  Sidney  Samuelson, 
general  manager  of  Allied  of  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  and  Trueman  T. 
Rembusch,  who,  besides  being  presi- 
dent of  Indiana  Allied,  owns  two  the- 
aters in  Denver. 

They  will  present  the  issues  at  the 
business  sessions  on  the  25th  and 
26th.  On  the  night  of  the  25th  a  get- 
together  will  be  held  for  the  dele- 
gates at  the  hotel,  and  drink,  eats, 
music  and  entertainment  will  be 
provided. 

Several  events,  including  special 
screenings  and  bridge  tournaments, 
are  being  planned  for  the  ladies. 

Two  days  after  the  close,  on  March 
28,  the  Rocky  Mountain  Screen  Club 
will  hold  its  Founders  Day  Ball  at 
the  hotel. 

John  Wolfberg,  manager  of  the 
Broadway,  has  been  the  one  that 
promoted  this  convention. 


Fay  Testimonial  Dinner 
Date  Switched  to  Apr.  21 


Providence,  R.  I.  —  Date  for  the 

golden  anniversary  testimonial  din- 
ner to  be  tendered  by  the  Independ- 
ent Exhibitors  of  Rhode  Island  to 
Edward  M.  Fay  has  been  switched 
from  May  5  to  April  21.  Event,  ex- 
pected to  attract  industryites  from 
across  the  country,  will  be  held  at 
the  Sheraton-Biltmore.  Switch,  it  is 
understood,  was  made  to  avoid  con- 
flict with  the  MPAA  25th  annivers- 
ary dinner  to  be  held  in  New  York  in 
mid-May. 


Says  Coast  Can  Help 
Arrest  Delinquency 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — "Hollywood  can  do  a 
tremendous  job"  in  helping  to  arrest 
juvenile  delinquency,  Sen.  Harley 
Kilgore,  D.,  W.  Va.,  said  yesterday. 
Author  of  a  new  proposal  to  set  up 
a  Federal  Youth  Authority,  Kilgore 
said  one  of  the  most  important  pro- 
jects Hollywood  could  undertake 
would  be  directed  not  at  young  peo- 
ple, but  at  their  parents. 

The  Senator's  bill  would,  in  effect, 
raise  to  the  24-year  level  the  age 
during  which  first  offenders  might 
be  treated  as  juvenile  delinquents. 
His  bill,  he  said,  was  worked  out 
after  long  consultation  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Federal  bench,  and  grew 
largely  from  his  own  experiences  on 
the  Federal  bench  in  West  Virginia. 

"A  lot  of  those  crime  films  we 
used  to  get  in  the  movies  in  the  old 
days  were  pretty  bad  stuff,"  Kilgore 
said,  "but  I  think  Hollywood  has  been 
doing  a  much  better  job  in  recent 
years.  But  there's  no  getting  away 
from  the  fact  that  the  movie  indus- 
try could  do  a  terrific  positive  job 
with  both  parents  and  youngsters 
that  it  is  hardly  touching  today." 

Kilgore  said  what  is  really  called 
for  is  the  driving  home  to  parents 
that  it  is  largely  their  responsibility 
when  their  children  turn  out  to  be 
offenders  against  society  —  that 
ignoring  slight  physical  handicaps  or 
mental  quirks  which  do  not  appear 
important  can  often  lead  to  ruined 
and  dangerous  lives  for  their  chil- 
dren. 


RKO  Officials  in  H'wood 
For  Academy  Presentations 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Entire  group  which 
has  been  attending  annual  East- 
West  meeting  of  RKO's  Board  of 
Directors  at  Floyd  Odium's  ranch, 
came  to  Hollywood  today  to  attend 
Academy  awards  presentation  to- 
morrow night  and  N.  Peter  Rathvon 
party  afterwards. 

Two-day  session,  which  wound  up 
last  night,  was  attended  by  Odium, 
chairman  of  board;  Rathvon,  presi- 
dent; Ned  E.  Depinet  and  Dore 
Schary,  executive  vice-presidents  of 
RKO  Radio,  and  L.  Boyd  Hatch, 
Harry  M.  Durning,  Frederick  L. 
Ehrman,  L.  Lawrence  Greene  and 
George  Shaw,  all  directors  of  RKO 
Corp. 


Mitchell  Heads  IE's 
New  Executive  Board 


Boston  —  At  the  first  executive 
board  meeting  of  the  new  adminis- 
tration of  Independent  Exhibitors, 
Inc.  of  New  England  held  yesterday, 
Walter  E.  Mitchell,  retiring  presi- 
dent, was  elected  chairman.  Nathan 
Yamins  was  elected  national  allied 
delegate  and  Ray  E.  Feeley  was 
elected  business  manager  for  the 
third  consecutive   year. 
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Trans-Lux  Will  Open 
Mexico  Isl-Run  House 


Norman  Elson,  vice-president  of 
Trans-Lux  Theaters  Corp.,  an- 
nounced yesterday  that  the  company 
would  open  the  Trans-Lux  Prado 
Theater  in  Mexico  City  on  March 
27  with  the  foreign  premiere  of  "It's 
A  Wonderful  Life." 

Prado  is  a  deluxe  first-run  950- 
seat  house,  employing  rear-projec- 
tion and  fitted  with  the  latest  RCA 
sound  equipment.  Theater  was  built 
by  the  Mexican  government  as  part 
of  the  new  Hotel  Prado  and  is  being 
leased  to  Trans-Lux.  Current  pact 
is  for  five  years  and  contains  re- 
newal options. 

Elson  said  that  the  government 
was  keenly  interested  in  the  new 
theater  and  that  President  Aleman 
would  attend  the  opening  along  with 
other  high  dignitaries.  Don  Prince. 
RKO  foreign  publicity  head,  said 
that  Frank  Capra  and  Jimmy  Stew- 
art also  are  making  plans  to  be 
present. 

Elson  also  revealed  plans  for  two 
new  houses  in  the  Trans-Lux  chain 
which  will  number  10  when  the  two 
are  completed.  The  first  of  these  is 
a  1,700-seater  to  be  constructed  in 
Washington.  This  will  be  followed 
by  a  new  theater  in  New  York  on 
a  recently  purchased  site  at  Madi- 
son Ave.  and  59th  St. 

The  Trans-Lux  executive  said  that 
business  in  the  newsreel  houses  was 
off  about  25  per  cent  from  the  past 
few  years  and  attributed  this  to  lack 
of  significant  news.  He  indicated 
that  with  the  inauguration  of  com- 
petitive bidding,  company  might  en- 
deavor to  obtain  better  product  for 
feature-playing  houses. 


"Henry  V"  for  Hartford 

Hartford,  Conn.— "Henry  V"  has 
been  booked  for  March  27-29  at 
Bushnell  Memorial  here. 


in  nEiu  inousTRV  posts 


WILLIAM  PARKER,  monoger,  Alisal  Theater, 
Alisal,   Calif. 

J.  R.  EDWARD,  manager,  Alimar  and  Suwanee 
Theaters,    Live   Oak,    Fla. 

LEONARD  VAUGHN,  manager.  New  Columbia, 
Lakeland,    Fla. 

PHILIP  LENTZ,  manager.  Lyric,  Winter  Haven, 
Fla. 

HARRY  C.  PAGE,  manager.  Monogram,  Van- 
couver. 

MILTON  MEADOWS  and  EVERETT  PERRY, 
projectionists,  Rogers  Theater,  Montgom- 
ery, Ala. 

ROBERT  BIGGER  and  ODIS  CARVER,  ushers, 
Rogers,   Montgomery,   Ala. 

JOE  HENRY  METCALF,  popcorn  attendant, 
Rogers,   Montgomery,    Ala. 

3RADY  ARNETTE,  doorman,  Rogers,  Mont- 
gomery, Ala. 


LOU  RATZ,  booker,  RKO  Radio,  St.  Louis. 

St.  Louis. 
MARTIN  PASMANTER,  manager,  Midtown  The- 
ater,  Detroit. 
THOMAS   RAINES,    manager,    Sheridan   Theater, 

Detroit. 
CLYDE    HASKELL,    operator,    Sheridan    Theater, 

Detroit. 
CLARENCE    W.     HARRISON,     manager,    Tower 

Theater,   Detroit. 
GEORGE     H.     SANTER,     manager.     Radio    City 

Theater,   Ferndale,  Mich. 
HARRY    W.    HICKS,    manager,    Fenkell    Theater, 

Detroit. 
BOB     BUFFORD,     booker,     Paramount    Pictures, 

Detroit. 
RICHARD  MARTIN,  Para,  staff,  Syracuse,  N.  T. 
HAROLD   RHODES,  cashier.  Paramount  Pictures, 

Detroit. 


NFS  Directors  to  Meet 
In  Chicago  to  Elect 


Chicago  —  Directors  of  National 
Film  Service,  Inc.,  elected  at  a  week- 
end meeting,  will  meet  here  within 
the  next  three  weeks  to  select  offi- 
cers and  complete  the  bylaws  of  the 
new  company  organized  by  members 
of  the  National  Film  Carriers  Asso- 
ciation, Clint  Weyer  reported.  Plans 
for  Chicago  offices  will  be  com- 
pleted after  the  officers  are  named. 

Directors  elected  include:  James 
P.  Clark,  Philadelphia;  John  Wick- 
ers, Charlotte;  Thomas  Gilbov,  San 
Francisco;  Earl  Jameson,  Kansas 
City;  George  Callahan,  Jr.,  Pitts- 
burgh; Charles  Trampe,  Milwaukee, 
and  Harold  McKinney,  Des  Moines. 

While  here,  Clark  made  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  local  storage  situ- 
ation and  reported  that  he  found 
plenty  of  vault  space  available  for 
film  storage.  He  said  that  he  will 
meet  with  local  film  carriers  when 
he  returns  for  the  election  of  officers 
of  the  new  company  which  will  han- 
dle physical  distribution  for  SRO's 
"Duel  in  the  Sun." 
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Joint  Hearings  Assured 
On  D.  C.'s  Tax  Measure 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
introduced  into  the  Senate  by  Sen- 
ator Cain,  R.,  of  Wash.,  who  heads 
the  fiscal  sub-committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate District  Committee.  Although 
tax  bills  must  originate  in  the  House, 
the  step  was  taken  so  that  joint 
hearings  on  the  tax  bill  may  be  held. 
The  joint  hearing  is  slated  to  begin 
on  March  17. 

The  amusement  tax  is  designed  to 
duplicate  as  "nearly  as  practicable" 
the  Federal  amusement  tax  as  far 
as  collection  dates  and  the  like  are 
concerned.  This  was  described  bv 
the  District  commissioners  as  mini- 
mizing the  difficulties  of  collection 
by  exhibitors. 

Washineton  exhibs.,  led  by  the 
local  MPTOA,  have  bitterly  opposed 
the  tax.  expected  to  yield  about 
$1,000,000  annually.  The  fight  will 
be  carried  to  the  Congressional  hear- 
ing, MPTOA  spokesmen  said. 

Cincinnati  Arbitration 
Cases  Name  Loew's 

Two  complaints  have  been  filed  for 
arbitration  with  the  Cincinnati  tri- 
bunal, both  against  Loew's,  Inc. 

Herman  and  Maurice  Chase,  oper- 
ating the  Vogue  Theater  in  Cincin- 
nati and  Maurice  Chase,  operating 
the  Ritz,  ask  that  Loew's  be  ordered 
to  make  features  available  to  the  23 
suburban  houses  on  the  same  basis 
as  the  other  distributors,  namely  "the 
seventh  Sunday  following  the  con- 
clusion of  the  first  or  second  week 
of  the  downtown  run." 

Vogue  complaint  names  the  Rose- 
lawn,  Bond  and  Emery  Theaters  as 
interested  parties.  Ritz  petition  cites 
Plaza,  20th  Century  and  Norwood 
houses. 


Hi-Court  Ruling  on  'I 
Stay  Plea  Seen  Tod. 


Bob  Moscow  to  Sack 

Dallas — Robert  M.  Moscow,  son  of 
the  late  Sam  Moscow,  Southern 
division  manager  for  Columbia,  has 
joined  Sack  Amusement  Enterprises 
as  film  production  manager.  Moscow 
has  been  placed  in  complete  charge 
of  Sack's  Negro  feature  production 
schedule  and  will  headquarter  at 
Sack's  new  Harlemwood  Studios  in 
Dallas. 
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(Continued  from  Page  1) 
argument  on  the  matter.    The  dc 
ment  was  earlier  placed  before  J 
tice  Robert  Jackson,  who  declined 
take  any  action  in  the  case. 

A  similar  petition  is  expected  e 
from  Columbia  according  to  offi 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  Department  of  Justice, 
would  probably  welcome  see 
some  of  the  provisions  of  the 
cree  made  effective  April  1,  wl 
not  yet  indicating  its  position  on 
matter  will  be  invited  to  particip 
in  any  hearing. 

Complicating  the  Department's 
sition  is  the  fact  that  thus  far  p 
tion  has  been  filed  by  onlv  one 
the   defendants,  with   a   second 
pected,    but    neither    is    a    theal 
holding    defendant.      Ordinarily, 
was  indicated  yesterday,  if  a  sta; 
granted,  it  will  be  granted  only 
the   parties   appealing   and   not 
the   other  defendants. 

Whether  Justice  Reed  or  any  ot 
justice  will  bother  to  rule  on 
stay  petitions  of  two  non-thea1 
holding  defendants  without  wait 
for  similar  petitions  from  the  l 
jors  is  another  question.  If  he  d< 
a  hearing  should  be  scheduled  w: 
in  the  next  10  days. 

It  was  quite  definitely  establis 
that  because  he  was  solicitor  g 
eral    and    attornev   general    dur 
part  of  the  time  the  case  has  b 
in  the  courts,  Jackson  will  not  p 
ticipate  when  the  case  comes  bef 
the  high   tribunal.     Whether  Re 
who  was  also  solicitor  general  d.« 
ing  part  of  the  time  since  the  oi  - 
inal  complaint  was  filed,  and  Jus 
Frank    Murphy,   who   was    attor  y 
general  during  part  of  that  time, "  1 
also    disqualify    themselves    is 
yet  known. 

Jackson's  recent  public  fracas  v  Jt 
Justice  Hugo  Black,  concerning  « 
practice  of  justices  sitting  in  ca  s 
wherein  they  have  had  previous  c* 
nections  with  either  of  the  two  j.  f 
ties  may  be  sufficient  to  cause  b  k 
Reed  and  Murphy  to  disqualify  thr  f 
selves,  even  though  Reed  would  ir  I 
certainly  have  had  nothing  to  o 
with  the  case  as  solicitor  genera 

WE  Declares  Dividend 

The  Western  Electric's  board  i 
directors  yesterday  declared  a  d  - 
dend  of  75  cents  per  share  on  3 
common  stock,  payable  March  31  o 
stock  of  record  at  the  close  of  bi  • 
ness  on  March  25. 


Aussie  States  Would 
Tax  Entertainments 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)  —  Various 
state  governments  are  using  even 
possible  means  to  induce  the  Com- 
monwealth Government  to  vacate  the 
field  of  entertainment  tax  in  theii 
favor.  Commonwealth  took  over  this 
tax  in  1942  and  the  yield  this  yen 
is  expected  to  be  £A5,000,000. 
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'It  Happened  in 
Brooklyn" 


:;;; 


Frank  Sinatra,  Kathryn  Grayson,  Jimmy 

Durante 
M  105  Mins. 

K  SINATRA,  GORGEOUS  GRAYSON, 
J  DURANTE:  ALL  ADD  TO  A  GOOD 

BET. 
possible  "natural"  in  the  line  of  title 
eal  and  connotation,   this  one  also   has 
te   a  cast   to   boost   it  along,    not   that 
boosting  is  indicated,  for  it  skips  along 
h  gaiety,  merriment,  song,  romance  and 
general  light  touch, 
first  there's   Sinatra.  Read  that  box   of- 
e.  Karhryn  Grayson  is  an  optical  delight 
i  she  gets  off  a  few  operatic  numbers, 
luding  the   "Bell   Song"    from   "Lakme." 
arra,   too,    has   his   vocal   moments.    His 
is  will  be  amply  rewarded.  Durante  totes 
'  je  burden  of  funny  man.   He  is  not  lack- 
I  Peter  Lawford  does  an  effective  job. 
The  narrative  comes  to  Brooklyn  after  a 
.  lef  sojourn   in  England  to  establish  Law- 
Id  in  the  plot.  Sinatra  is  a  returned  vet- 
in.   Having  no  family   he  stays  with   his 
I  pal,  Durante,  custodian  in  New  Utrecht 
|gh   School    where    Miss    Grayson    is   the 
usic   teacher.    A   cop,    exiled    from    New 
irk,  arranged  a  prior  meeting  so  they  are 
'  t  complete  strangers. 
Sinatra  and   Miss  Grayson   are   a  pair  of 
sillusioned    singers    with    great    ambition 
\%t  something   lacking   in   spirit.  They   try 
T,    bolster    each    other's    morale    but    fail 
fjitil   Lawford    arrives    on    the    scene   from 
England.    He   is    from    titled   folk.    Durante 
flabbergasted.    He's   living,    he   says,    on 
■aring   multi-syllable    words. 
i  Lawford    has    a    song.    Sinatra     spurred, 
its  a  job  in  a  music  shop.  First  thing  its 
mance    between    the    British    cousin    and 
ie  girl.  Sinatra  and  Miss  Grayson  sponsor 
poor   youngster   in    a    debut.   They    are 
ded    by   youthful    enthusiasm    of    school- 
lildren,  the  police  and  the  civic  pride  of 
Ne  borough. 
The    youth's   recital   comes   off.    It   is    a 
iccess.   Sinatra   is  enlightened   about  love 
.  /  Durante,    further   brought   up   by   Law- 
ird.  In  the  course  of  events  Miss  Grayson 
id     Lawford    clinch,    Sinatra     remembers 
artinent  "details"   about   an   Army   nurse. 
irst  thin?  to  come  to  his  mind  —  she's 
om  Brooklyn. 

Richard  Whorf,  who  knows  his  stuff, 
eeDS  the  light  touch  to  the  fore. 
CAST:  Frank  Sinatra,  Kathryn  Grayson,  Jim- 
v  Durante,  Peter  Lawford  Gloria  Grahame, 
arcy  McGuire,  Aubrey  Mather,  Tamara  Shayne, 
J  5lly  Roy,   Bobby   Long,  William   Haade. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jack  Cummings;  Director, 
ichard  Whorf;  Screenplay  by  Isobel  Lennart; 
osed  on  an  oriqinal  story  by  John  McGowan; 
omeraman,  Robert  Planck;  Musical  super- 
ision,  direction,  score,  Johnny  Green;  Or- 
chestrations, Ted  Duncan;  Songs  Sammy  Cahn, 
ule  Styne:  Art  Direction.  Cedric  Gibbons,  Leonid 
asian;  Film  Editor,  Blanche  Sewell;  Sound, 
ouglas  Shearer:  Set  Decorations,  Edwin  B.  Wil- 
s.  Alfred  E.  Spencer. 
1  DIRECTION,  First  Rate.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
pile. 


ivelyn  Winters  Slain 

W-st  Const  Bureau  cf  THE  FTT.M  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Evelyn  Winters,  42, 
!mployed  in  the  music  and  tax  de- 
partments of  Paramount  as  a  copy- 
right expert  for  14  years,  was  found 
;lain  yesterday  in  Los  Angeles  indus- 
rial  district,  a  few  blocks  from  the 
3ity  Hall.  Police  said  she  had  been 
unfed  and  beaten. 


"High  Barbaree" 

with  Van  Johnson,  June  Allyson 
M-G-M  91  Mins. 

WARM  AND  HUMAN  STORY  INGRA- 
TIATINGLY TOLD  IS  VERY  GOOD  BET 
FOR  THE  GENERAL  AUDIENCE. 

A  great  deal  of  warm,  human  feeling 
flows  through  "High  Barbaree."  The  story 
unfolds  ingratiatingly,  touched  off  neatly 
with  humorous  notes.  Withal,  it  has  move- 
ment, pace  and  generates  much  interest 
for  the  entire  audience  all  the  way.  It 
manages  to  be  also  colorful,  exciting  and 
rushes  along  with  the  impetus  of  youth. 

Van  Johnson  and  Miss  Allyson  are  very 
well  cast  here.  There's  also  Henry  Hull, 
Thomas  Mitchell,  Geraldine  Wall  and  Claude 
Jarman,  Jr.,  to  ring  in  telling  performances. 
It  is  on  the  lengthy  side,  somewhat,  but 
every  foot  of  the  way,  the  average  audi- 
ence should  warm  up  to  the  plot  and  get 
plenty  of  satisfaction.  In  the  accounting, 
"High  Barbaree"  should  add  up  well. 

Most  of  the  tale  unfolds  via  flashback. 
Johnson  is  a  Navy  pilot  shot  down  in  a 
patrol  bomber.  This,  after  he  had  made  his 
farewells  to  Miss  Allyson,  a  Navy  nurse, 
and  patched  up  their  romance.  That  romance 
was  the  real  thing  stemming  from  child- 
hood. 

With  the  exception  of  "Joe"  who  later 
dies,  Johnson  becomes  a  lone  survivor.  He 
tells  the  story  of  his  life  to  "Joe"  as  they 
drift  to  the  position  of  "High  Barbaree," 
a  fictitious  island  conjured  in  the  imagina- 
tion of  Thomas  Mitchell,  Johnson's  uncle, 
who  told  tall  tales  of  the  sea. 

Grown  up,  Johnson  leaves  medical  school 
to  take  up  aviation.  Miss  Allyson  and  her 
family,  10  years  previously,  had  moved  to 
another  state.  There  is  a  reunion  of  sorts 
but  Johnson  becomes  affianced  to  Marilyn 
Maxwell.  Day  Miss  Allyson  is  to  leave 
there's  a  tornado.  Johnson  is  pressed  into 
medical  assistance.  He  finds  himself  and 
his  true  vocation.  Attempting  to  take  up 
with  Miss  Allyson  where  he  left  off  he 
learns  she  has  flown  to  the  coast,  embarked 
for  Hawaii.  Pearl  Harbor  follows.  Mitchell 
shows  up  one  day  at  Johnson's  base.  Miss 
Allyson  is  with  him  but  must  sail. 

Johnson  passes  out  from  the  ordeal  of 
crash  survival  and  is  picked  up  by  Mitchell's 
ship.  He  comes  out  of  it  in  Miss  Allyson's 
arms. 

CAST:  Von  Johnson,  June  Allyson,  Thomas 
Mitchell,  Marilyn  Maxwell,  Cameron  Mitchell, 
Claude  Jarman,  Jr.,  Henry  Hull,  Geraldine  Wall, 
Barbara    Brown,    Paul    Harvey,   Charles    Evans. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Everett  Riskin;  Director, 
Jack  Conway:  Screenplay  by  Anne  Morrison 
Chapin,  Whitfield  Cook.  Cvril  Hume;  Based  on 
a  novel  by  Charles  Nordhoff  and  James  N.  Hall; 
Cameraman,  Sidney  Wagner;  Film  Editor  Con- 
rad A.  Nervig;  Art  Direction,  Cedric  Gibbons. 
Gabriel  Scognamillo;  Set  Decorations,  Edwin 
B.  Willis.  Ralph  S.  Hurst;  Musical  Score,  Her- 
bert Stothart:  Sound,  Douglas  Shearer. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Fine. 


New  Jersey  Tax  Measure 
Is  Introduced  in  Trenton 


Trenton,  N.  J. — A  bill  permitting 
New  Jersey  municipalities  to  impose 
a  sales  tax  on  amusements,  hotel 
rooms,  whiskey,  beer  and  tobacco 
after  referendum  was  introduced 
Monday  in  the  assembly  by  Assem- 
blyman Richard  S.  Mischlich  of  At- 
lantic City.  A  conference  with  Gov- 
ernor Driscoll  on  the  measure  is 
planned. 


"The  Imperfect  Lady" 

with  Teresa  Wright,  Ray  Milland 
Paramount  97  Mins. 

SUBSTANTIAL  WELL-PERFORMED  AND 
ABLY  -  DIRECTED  DRAMATIC  FARE 
AGAINST  A  VICTORIAN  SETTING. 

Sound  dramatizing  and  story  interpreta- 
tion are  found  in  this  period  piece.  It  cir- 
culates in  the  Victorian  period  of  England 
working  out  its  story  effectively.  Milland 
and  Miss  Wright  handle  their  roles  with 
ease  and  grace.  There's  also  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke,  Reginald  Owen,  Melville  Coop- 
er, Virginia  Field,  Rhys  Williams  and  a 
handful  of  other  supporting  players  ro 
render  in  fine  style. 

Yarn  ticks  off  to  its  start  in  the  Mid- 
lands where  Miss  Wright  is  appearing  with 
a  theatrical  trcupe.  In  short  order  she 
meets  up  wih  Milland,  an  aspiring  politico. 
She  remains  behind  when  the  act  leaves 
for  London.  Milland  proposes  over  the  ob- 
jection of  his  brother,  Hardwicke.  Hard- 
wicke makes  it  known  to  Miss  Wright  that 
she  would  not  fit  into  the  family  picture. 
They  are  royalty.  She  rejoins  the  troup  in 
London  and  shortly  thereafter  Milland 
comes  a-wooing.  Prior  to  this  there  was  an 
innocent  mishap  wherein  Miss  Wright  spent 
the  better  part  of  the  night  with  Anthony 
Quinn.  Quinn  is  later  picked  up  by  Rhys 
Williams  when  circumstantial  evidence  in 
a  murder  points  the  finger  at  him.  Miss 
Wright  can  save  him. 

Meanwhile  she  marries  Milland  and  is 
an  instant  .charming  success  on  the  social 
scene,  even  captivating  Hardwicke  who  in- 
clines toward  her.  These  are  glamorous 
sequences  which  are  shattered  when  Wil- 
liams' sleuthing  drags  the  dead  cat  to  Mil- 
land's  door.  First  thing  Miss  Wright  leaves 
Milland  and  testifies,  saving  Quinn.  What 
might  have  ruined  Milland's  political  career 
he  utilizes  as  an  inspiration  and  last  seen, 
he  and  Miss  Wright,  reunited  again,  are 
headed  for  connubial  happiness  and  suc- 
cessful  careers  as  wife,   politician. 

CAST:  Teresa  Wright,  Ray  Milland,  Sir  Cedric 
Hardwicke,  Virginia  Field,  Anthony  Quinn,  Reg- 
inald Owen,  Melville  Cooper,  Rhys  Williams, 
George  Zucco,  Charles  Coleman,  Miles  Mander, 
Gordon  Richards,  Joan  Winfield  Lilian  Fon- 
taine,  Edmond  Breon. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Karl  Tunberg;  Director, 
Lewis  Allen;  Screenplay,  Karl  Tunberg;  Based 
on  a  story  by  Ladislas  Fodor;  Music  score, 
Victor  Young;  Cameraman,  John  F.  Seitz;  Art 
Direction,  Hans  Dreier,  Frank  Bachelin;  Film 
Editor,  Duncan  Mansfield;  Set  Decorators,  Sam 
Comer,  James  M.  Walters;  Sound,  Harry  Lind- 
gren    Joel  Moss. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.    PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


No  Toronto  Tax  Proposal 

Toronto — Wide-spread  protests  on 
the  part  of  exhibitor,  organized  labor 
and  municipal  sources  may  have  had 
their  effect  on  proposed  legislation 
to  reenact  the  amusement  tax  law. 
Ontario  Legislature  swung  into  ac- 
tion without  reference  to  the  pro- 
posal. 

Credit  Correction 

Inadvertently,  the  March  of  Time 
credit  _  line  was  omitted  from  the 
"Fashion  Means  Business"  review  in 
The  Film  Daily. 


Change  ITO  of  Ohio  Dates 

Columbus,  O. — Final  dates  for  the 
Ohio  ITO  convention  are  July  13-16 
at  the  Breakers,  Cedar  Point,  0. 
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The  Motion  Picture  Industry  AGREES  and  WILL  ADOPT 


15,000  GREEK 
WAR  ORPHANS 

$80  WILL  SAVE  THE  LIFE  OF  ONE 
GREEK  WAR  ORPHAN  FOR  1  YEAR! 


ALL  INDUSTRY  WORKERS  ARE 
URGED  TO  ADOPT  OR  HELP 
ADOPT  A  GREEK  WAR  ORPHAN 
BY  JOINING  AN  "$80  SAVES 
A  GREEK  WAR  ORPHAN"  Club! 

All  personnel  in  theatres,  Home 

Offices,  Branch  Film  Distribution 

Offices   and   Hollywood   Studios 

are  NEEDED  to  join  a  club! 

START  A  CLUB  TODAY!  — 
START  COLLECTING   TODAY! 


Use  the 
convenient 
club  roster 
for  mailing 
contributions 


MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY'S  APPEAL  FOR  THE  WAR  ORPHANS  OF  GREECE 

in  honor  of  SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS— March  8th  to  April  8th 
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rMflSURyjttRDV  fOR  CAPITAL  GAIAS  DRIV€ 

Tax  Committee  Advances  7-Point  Argument 


Reeling  "Round 
WASHINGTON 

§===    By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER   = 


WASHINGTON 
THE  continued  high  figures  on  admis- 
<  sions  tax  collections  coming  from  the 
reasury  should  not  occasion  too  much  sur- 
rise  in  view  of  the  offerings  of  the  statis- 
cians  at  the  Department  of  Commerce, 
'hey  reported  this  week  that  January  in- 
ome  was  at  an  annual  basis  of  $1,234 
er  capita— with  the  total  of  $14,422,000,- 
00,  10  per  cent  better  than  January  of 
ist  year.  Although  below  the  15.9  billion 
sported  for  December,  on  a  seasonal  basis 
his  was  better  than  December — the  index 
igures  being  263.6  for  January  against 
61.6  for  December.  Index  figures  for  Janu- 
ry  1946,  January  1945  and  January  1940 
■ere  233.5,  241.9  and  110.2  respectively 
...Which  is  certainly  not  disconcerting 
ews  to  showmen. 

•  • 

COUPLE  of  weeks  ago  THE  FILM  DAILY 
*^  ran  a  couple  of  news  stories  concern- 
lg  the  Army  Signal  Corps'  continued  pro- 
urement  of  16  mm.  sound  projectors.  A 
oral  of  4,200  are  on  order,  with  bids  asked 
3r  another  1,500.  The  first  batch,  we  were 
;ld,  is  for  reserve  groups  and  other  train- 
ig  operations  in  this  country,  with  the 
itter  1,500  to  go  abroad  for  use  by  occu- 
ation  troops. ...  Manufacturers  of  16  mm. 
lachines  are  not  too  happy  about  these 
fders,  because  they'd  like  to  get  to  work 
eveloping  their  civilian  markets  here  and, 
specially,  abroad.  But  the  Army  wasn't 
aking  "no"  for  an  answer. ..  .Meantime, 
he  Army  Motion  Picture  Ssrvice  is  trying 
3  shift  all  its  operations  from  16  to  35  mm., 
ut  there's  no  evidence  that  the  Signal 
iorps  is  picking  up  any  of  the  surplus 
.MPS  machines. 

■A/HAT  seems  especially  strange  to  us, 
"  however,  is  that  only  a  short  time  ago 
sizeable  batch  of  16  mm.  sound  projectors 
-including  more  than  a  few  which  had 
ever  been  used — were  sold  off  as  surplus 
y  the  Army  at  Holabird  depot,  in  Mary- 
md.  Among  these  was  a  large  lot  of 
■Icdel  U  Ampros— now  out  of  production. 
hese  had  been  uncrated,  but  never  used. 
Ithough  it  would  ordinarily  cost  better 
nan  $400  on  the  open  market,  any  one 
f  these  machines  could  have  been  bought 
t  Holabird  for  $95 — and  plenty  of  them 
fere.  A  number  of  vets  who  bought  them 
semed  to  think  they  were  pretty  good 
lachines — they  were  trying  to  resell  them 

iere  at  from   $300   to    $400 Also   of- 

( Continued  on  Page  8) 


Dewey  Proposal  Termed 
"Unfair,  Discriminatory"; 
Threatens  Use  of  Screens 


Albany  —  Arguments  presented 
yesterday  by  the  New  York  Theaters 
Tax  Committee,  in  conferences  with 
Sen.  Arthur  Wicks  and  with  Gov- 
ernor Dewey's  counsel,  Charles  Brei- 
tel,  in  opposition  to  the  Governor's 
proposal  that  counties  of  cities  of 
over  100,000  population  be  permitted 
to  impose  a  five  per  cent  amusements 
tax  included: 

1.  Imposition  of  admission  taxes  is 
felt  to  be  unfair,  and  the  authoriza- 
tion of  such  levies  would  be  con- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Tele  Trade  to  Fight 


An  extension  by  the  Bureau  of 
Internal  Revenue,  of  the  20  per 
cent  amusement  tax  to  other  estab- 
lishments offering  television  enter- 
tainment will  be  contested  by  the 
Television  Broadcasters  Association, 
the  Radio  Manufacturers  Associa- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


"U"  Directors  Renamed; 
Board  Elects  Mar.  20 


Wilmington,  Del. — Stockholders  of 
Universal  Pictures,  at  the  annual 
meeting  yesterday,  re-elected  all 
directors  of  the  company  for  another 
year.  Holders  also  approved  a  reso- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


STUDIOS  OFFER 
WAGE  INCREASE 

$11,000,000  Hike  to  Offset 
Cost  of  Living  Rise 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Cost  of  living  wage 
adjustment,  exceeding  $11,000,000, 
has  been  offered  more  than  15,000 
employes  of  unions  who  have  current 
contracts  with  10  major  studios,  re- 
troactive to  Jan.  1,  1947,  and  will 
remain  in  effect  till  Dec.  31,  1947. 

Increase  is  11.17  per  cent  over  cur- 
rent wage  levels  and  is  equivalent 
exactly  to  percentage  increase  in  cost 
of  living  index  in  Los  Angeles  from 
July  1,  1946  to  Jan.  1,  1947,  as  de- 
termined by  the  United  States 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 


Pa.  Amusement  Levy 
Now  Up  to  Localities 

Harrisburg  —  Failure  of  Gov. 
James  H.  Duff  to  include  an  amuse- 
ment tax  recommendation  in  his  bud- 
get message  to  the  General  Assembly 
this  week  apparently  leaves  such  a 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


SAG  Appoints  Negotiating 
Com.  For  Pact  Dealings 


West  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Screen  Actors  Guild 
has    appointed    a    negotiating    com- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Rank-Purdue  U  in  Exhib.  Pact 

Unusual  9-P/c  Deal  Seeks  College  Crowd 


Col.  Stay  Appeal  Expected 
To  Be  Filed  Tomorrow 


BIR  Will  Bill  Pix-Backers 
For  Taxes;  Expect  Legal 
Battles  For  Collection 


Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  decks  are  now 
cleared  for  an  all-out  drive  by  the 
Treasury  Dept.  to  collect  additional 
taxes  from  individuals  who  had  paid 
capital  gains  taxes  on  their  profits 
from  single-picture  corporations.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  established 
here  yesterday  that  the  Government 
will  be  forced  to  go  into  court  to 
collect. 

Arthur  Mayer,  one  of  those  who 

put    up    the    money    for   the    highly 

profitable     "sleeper"    film    "Hitler's 

Children,"  was  here  yesterday  talk- 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Goelz-Bruialour  to 
Have  6  on  Rep.  Board 

The  Harry  M.  Goetz-Jules  Brula- 
tour,  Inc.,  interests  will  be  repre- 
sented by  six  of  the  14  members  of 
Republic's  board  if  stockholders  at 
their  annual  meeting  on  April  1  at 
the  New  York  home  office  approve 
the  slate  of  nominees,  the  company's 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Jackson  Park  Briefs  Filed 
Opposing  Court  Orders 

Chicago  —  Film  company  appeals 
in  the  Jackson  Park  Theater  injunc- 
tion case  have  been  filed  in  Federal 
Appeals  Court.  Arguments  are 
scheduled  to  be  heard  at  the  April 
session. 

Briefs  opposed  two-weeks  limita- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Columbia  will  file  its  application 
to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  stay  of 
some  provisions  of  the  N.  Y.  Statu- 
tory Court's  decree  either  today  or 
tomorrow,  attorney  Louis  Frohlich 
said  yesterday. 

Columbia's  petition  is  expected  to 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


In  a  new  move  to  broaden  the  dis- 
tribution base  for  J.  Arthur  Rank's 
Prestige  Pictures,  Lawrence  J.  Mc- 
Ginley,  Prestige  sales  chief,  an- 
nounced yesterday  the  consumma- 
tion of  a  deal  with  Purdue  Univer- 
sity for  the  nine  features  now  on 
the  unit's  schedule. 

First  of  the  group  will  probably 
be    "Brief    Encounter"    which    may  i 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


City  Amusement  Tax 
Mulled  in  Syracuse 

Syracuse — City  officials  have  been 
considering  the  possibility  of  a  local 
amusement  tax  if  Governor  Dewey's 
tax  program  is  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature at  Albany.  Indications  are 
that  such  a  tax  is  likely  to  be  im- 
posed although  no  decision  on  special 
taxes  has  been  reached.  City  is  def- 
initely opposed  to  a  local  sales  tax. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H 
Older,  6417  Dahloneua  Road,  Wash.  16.  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone.  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS—Paul  Saffar.  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras 
MONTREAL— Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Tack 
Droy,  411  Lyric  Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher,  19  Moxon  Ave..  Punchbowl, 
N.  S.  W.  Phone,  UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— 
Tean  Pierre  Meys,  110  Rue  des  Paquerettes. 
MOSCOW— Ravmond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Met- 
ropole.  COPENHAGEN  —  John  Lindberg. 
Jernhanealle  No.  3,  Copenhagen-Van  Loese. 
AMSTERDAM— Dr.  J.  F.  Van  Oss.  Rubens- 
straat  80.  ROME— Tohn  Perdicari.  Via  Ludn- 
visi  16.  Phone.  42758.  TEL- AVIV— Dr.  A 
R.    Rojansky,   26   Rothschild    Blvd. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 

High     Low  Close       Chg. 

Bell  &  Howell  pfd...l04'/2  104V2  104V2  +     l/2 

Columbia   Picts I8V2     18J/2  18V2  —     '/2 

East.  Kodak  236V2  234  234       +   1 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 21  Vs     21         21  

Loew's,  Inc 235/8     23  23V4  +     i/2 

Paramount     26%     25V8  26%  +     % 

RKO      14'/8     135/8     l37/8      

Republic    Pict 7%       7V8  73^      ... 

20th    Century-Fox    ..   323,4     325/8  32V,  -f     l/2 

Universal   Pict 25%     235'8  23V3  —  V/g 

Universal    Pict.    pfd..   893'8     893'8  893'3      ... 

Warner   Bros 15%     153/8  15'/2  +     1/8 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 

Monogram   Picts.    . . .     4'/i  4%       4V2  -f     1/4 

RKO      4  37/8       37/8  —     i/8 

Sonotone  Corp 3  3  3  .... 

Technicolor      15V8  15%     155/8  -f   1 

Trans-Lux    43/8  4%       43,6  -j-     % 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor     5Va       5% 

Pathe       6%      7% 


Wanted — 

Booker's      position     with      circuit. 

Well 

grounded    experience 

in    theatre 

booking 

and    buying.       Desire 

position    wi 

th    pro- 

gressive   organization 

Box 

126 
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.,  N.  Y. 

Bergman  vs.  Crowther  on 
Influence  of  the  Movies 


Maurice  A.  Bergman,  U-I's  East- 
ern advertising-publicity  director, 
and  Bosley  Crowther,  Times  film 
critic,  will  participate  tomorrow 
afternoon  in  the  CBS  School  of  the 
Air.  Subject  in  the  "Opinions, 
Please"  series  will  be  "Is  the  Influ- 
ence of  the  Movies  Good  or  Bad?" 
with  Bergman  taking  the  affirmative 
and  Crowther  the  negative.  Robert 
Allison  is  moderator  of  the  series 
which  is  broadcast  over  120  CBS 
stations  and  is  shortwaved  to  Eu- 
rope. 


Berqman  Chief  Speaker 
At  SPG  Forum  Tonight 

Maurice  Bergman,  U-I  ad-public- 
ity chief,  heads  the  list  of  speakers 
who  will  participate  tonight  in  the 
first  of  a  series  of  discussion  panels 
planned  and  sponsored  by  Local  114 
of  the  Screen  Publicists  Guild  at  the 
Piccadilly  Hotel.  Topic  will  be  "The 
Future  of  Films  in  1947."  Other 
speakers  include  Richard  Griffith,  of 
the  National  Board  of  Review;  Hans 
Burger,  staffer  in  the  UN  film  divi- 
sion, and  Archer  Winsten  of  the 
Post. 


Okla.  City  Trade  Groups 
Fight  Wider  Tax  Powers 


Oklahoma  City  —  Theatermen,  to 
avoid  charges  of  seeking  special 
orivileges,  let  other  trade  groups 
take  the  lead  yesterday  in  opposing 
the  bill  to  extend  tax  authority  of 
city  governments  when  a  hearing 
was  held  in  the  State  Senate  Tax- 
ation Committee. 

Arguments  against  the  measure 
were  made  by  representatives  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  State  Re- 
tail Merchants  Association  and  Asso- 
ciated Industries  of  Oklahoma.  C.  B. 
Akers,  Griffith  Amusement  Company 
executive  and  chairman  of  exhib- 
itors legislative  committee,  attended 
hearing. 


Hammerstein  Elected  to 
AL  Post  Vacated  by  Rice 

Election  of  Oscar  Hammerstein  II 
to  presidency  of  the  Authors  League 
of  America  was  announced  yester- 
day^ following  a  meeting  of  the  or- 
ganization's Council.  Hammerstein 
fills  the  post  left  vacant  by  Elmer 
Rice  who  resigned  some  months  ago 
due  to  poor  health. 


BMOmffKERR 


IS  THE  NEW  BOX- 
ll||^      OFFICE  HIT  FROM 
W^^^JAGLE-L/ON ! 

~T"»e Alagazine 


Truman  First  President 
Since  Wilson  at  Pic  House 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  For  the  first  time 
since  the  days  of  Wilson,  a  President 
has  attended  a  capital  theater  to 
see  a  motion  picture. 

President  Truman  and  Mrs.  Tru- 
man were  among  those  who  formed 
the  distinguished  audience  at  the 
benefit  premiere  of  Goldwyn's  "The 
Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  at  Keith's 
Theater,  the  proceeds  going  to  the 
Washington  Committee  for  National 
Civilian  Rehabilitation.  Mrs.  Tru- 
man is  its  honorary  chairman. 

It  was  the  third  time  the  Trumans 
saw  the  film. 

Chief  Justice  Fred  N.  Vinson  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  another  in  the 
first  night  audience,  stepped  to  the 
"mike"  at  the  theater  to  hail  the 
benefit  as  "still  another  evidence  of 
the  heart  of  show  business." 

Before  the  premiere,  Mrs.  Truman 
gave  a  tea  at  the  White  House  in 
honor  of  Harold  Russell,  who  ap- 
pears in  the  pic,  and  for  Robert  E. 
Sherwood,  who  authored  the  screen- 
play. After  the  screening,  Russell 
and  Sherwood  attended  the  Ameri- 
can Legion  Congressional  Dinner  at 
the  Carlton. 
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Belleteir  Motion  Denied 
In  Conn.  Contract  Case 


Hartford — Judge  Joseph  J.  Smith 
in  U.  S.  District  Court  has  denied  a 
motion  for  summary  judgment  in  a 
civil  suit  brousrht  by  Belleteir  Corp. 
against  20th-Fox  which  seeks  $50,- 
000  deriving  from  contractual  rela- 
tions of  Gene  Tierney. 

The  Belleteir  Corp.  represents  the 
actress'  parents.  Judge  Smith  de- 
nied the  motion  because  it  was  not 
clearly  established  how  long  Miss 
Tierney  worked  under  her  original 
contract.  At  a  hearinar  last  month, 
Frederick  Pride,  20th-Fox  attorney, 
said  the  suit  was  a  result  of  a  "fam- 
ily squabble." 


15%  Carbon  Price  Hike 
In  Prospect  in  Britain 


London  (By  Cable)  —  The  CEA 
Genera]  Council  at  its  meeting  this 
week  will  consider  requests  for  a  15 
per  cent  increase  in  the  price  of 
carbons  by  manufacturers  identified 
with  the  Carbon  Pool. 


SEATS  FOR  SALE 

1026  used  late  model  box 
spring  cushion  and  parr  insert 
back.  Reasonably  priced  on 
the  floor  sale.  Ft.  Wayne, 
Indiana. 

CONTACT-ALLIANCE 
THEATRE  CORP. 

231  So.  La  Salle  St.        Chicago,  III. 
Phone:  DEA.  1290 


T-RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL-j 

■  Rockefeller  Center 

j  Spencer  TRACY,  Katharine  HEPBURN 

|  Robert   WALKER,    Melvyn    DOUGLAS 

I    "THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
.  SPECTACULAR    STAGE     PRESENTAT1£: 


KZZ 


DOUGLAS  FAIRBANKS,  Jr. 

MAURHH'Hm-WAinnitZAK 

5lN BAD  the  SAILOR 


ON  SCREEN 

YOU  and  ROBT. 

MONTGOMERY 
Audrey  TOTTER 

'LADY  IN 
THE  LAKE' 


IN  PERSON 
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The  WILDE  TWINS 

plus  OTHERS 


BLAZE 

of 

JVOON 

R  I  V  O  L  I    Broadway  at  49th  St. 


•Paillette  GorHard 
-  Fred  MacMurray 
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"THE    BEST    PICTURE 
OF    THE    YEAR"— 

N.    Y.    FILM    CRITIC  i 


The  BEST  Years 
of  Our  Lives' 


Performances     if\.>3  J.   V_/XV 


B'WAY  on 
45*  ST. 
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DANA    ANDREWS    in 

BOOMERANG" 


A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 

PLUS   OX   STAGE  —   PHIL    REGAN 

KATHERINE    DU N  H  AM  . ERN ESTO    LECUONi 

ED    SULLIVAN    .    SID    CAESAR 

7th  Ave.  & 

50th  St.       
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2nd  Hit  Week 

'Unusual  .   .   .  superior!" — Times 

JOHN  GAIL 

WAYNE        RUSSELL 
ANGEL.™*  "BADMAN" 

with 

HARRY   CAREY      •       BRUCE   CABOT 

IRENE  RICH      •      LEE  DIXON 

A  JOHN  WAYNE  Production 

A  Republic  Picture 

BRANDTS  GOTHAM  4B7tnL& 


Oh,  Frankie! 

Red  Kann,  of  Quigley  Publica- 
tions says  your  picture  is:  "A  tip- 
top package  of  entertainment !" 


Oh,  Peter! 

Variety  says  your  picture  is:  "A 
star-studded  and  sock  box-office 
entry !" 


Oh,  Kathryn! 


Boxoffice  Magazine  says  your 
picture  is:  "Great!  One  of  those 
pictures  that  bulges  theatre  walls/' 


Oh,  Jimmy! 

Hollywood  Reporter  predicts  for 
your  picture:  "Box-office  returns 
and  enthusiastic  word-of-mouth." 


a 


kt     Oh,  Leo!  They're  talking  about 

IT  HAPPENED  IN  BROOKLYN 

Watch  first  date  Capitol,  N.  Y. 


Screen  Play  by  Isobel  Lennart 
Based  on  an  Original  Story  by 
John  McGowan  •  Directed  by 
RICHARD  WHORF  •  Produced 
by  JACK  CUMMINGS  •  A 
Metro- Goldwyn- Mayer  Picture 
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COfflffiG  and  GOIflG 


HOWARD  DIETZ,  Metro  vice-president  and 
director  of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploi- 
tation, leaves  the  Coast  for  New  York  by  train 
tomorrow. 

SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS  and  MURRAY  SILVER- 
STONE  are  scheduled  to  leave  on  a  Latin- 
American  trip  by  air  next  Monday. 

MORT  BLUMENSTOCK,  Warner  v.-p.  in  charge 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  is  due  to  arrive 
on   the   Coast  tomorrow   from   Chicago. 

WILLIAM  KUPPER,  20th-Fox  sales  manager, 
is  in  Chicago  for  exchange  conferences. 

WALTER  E.  BRANSON,  RKO  Western  division 
sales  manager,  has  returned  from  a  Coast  sur- 
vey. 

CHARLES  BOASBERG,  RKO  division  sales 
manager,    is   visiting    in   Dallas. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager  of  Warners,  is  back  rrom 
a  trip  to  St.  Louis  Chicago  and  other  Western 
points. 

HARRY  GOLDBERG,  Warner  circuit's  director 
of  advertising  and  publicity,  has  returned  rrom 
conterences  witn  tneater  executives  or  tne  West 
Coast  zone. 

ROBERT  M.  SAVINI,  president  of  Astor  Pic- 
tures, is  back  from  a  trip  to  Canadian  ex- 
cnanges,  and  his  brother,  N.  E.  iAViNI,  is 
visiting   the   home   office. 

A.  PAM  BLUMEN1HAL  flies  to  the  Coast 
today  to  attend  a  special  board  meeting  of 
Cinecolor  Corp. 

GARY  COOPER  leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow 
for   New   York. 

LEO  TOVER,  Paramount  cameraman,  is  due 
in  New  York  from  tne  studio   on  Saturday. 

SID  MESIBOV,  Paramount's  assistant  exploi- 
tation manager,  is  in  Washington. 

WILLIAM  HAINES,  Paramount  writer,  flies 
in   tooay  from   California. 

LOUIS  DE  ROCHEMONT  has  arrived  in  New 
York  from  the  Coast.  He  is  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria. 

EDWIN  W.  AARON,  assistant  general  sales 
manager  for  M-G-M,  leaves  today  tor  Miami 
and   a  vacation. 

KATHRYN  GRAYSON,  M-G-M  star  who  last 
night  completed  a  tnree-week  personal  appear- 
ance at  tne  Capitol,  leaves  Sunday  for  the 
Coast  with   her  husband,  JOHNNIE  JOHNSTON. 

TED  MORRIS,  of  M-G-M's  studio  publicity 
department,  leaves  Saturday  for  the  Coast  arter 
spending  several  weeks  here.  His  wife,  JANE 
MORRIi,  a  novelist,  will  join  him  in  Chicago 
for  the  balance  of  the   trip   West. 

ARNOLD  PRESSBURGER  arrives  from  Europe 
on  the  S.S.  Queen   Elizabeth   next  week. 

JUDY  HOFFMAN,  SOPEG  vice-chairman  at 
Loew's,  is  leaving  the  company  to  await  the 
stork.  She  will  be  feted  today  at  the  Hotel 
Bristol. 

BUDD  ROGERS,  Eastern  rep.  for  several  UA 
producers,  has  returned  from  a  three-week  stay 
on  the  Coast. 

BRIAN  DONLEVY  arrived  from  the  Coast 
yesterday. 

MARK  STEVENS,  20th-Fox  player,  is  in  town. 
BRYAN   FOY,   Eagle-Lion  production  head,  ar- 
rives next  week  from    the   Coast. 

RUDY  POLK,  Enterprise  musical  director,  is 
in  New  York. 

SIDNEY  BUCHMAN  comes  on  from  Holly- 
wood to  supervise  filming  of  New  York  sequences 
for  "Assigned  to  Treasury"  on  the  23rd,  after 
which  he  will  take  a  unit  to  Havana  for  ad- 
ditional   scenes. 

SI  SEADLER,  Metro  advertising  head,  is  slated 
to  leave  New  York  March  20  for  a  Coast  visit. 

MAUD  LAMY,  French  stage  and  film  actress, 
who  has  returned  to  New  York  by  train  from 
Hollywood,   sails   for  Paris  on   March   19. 


SEM  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIflGS  TO: 

Mar.  13 
Frank  Wilcox  Charles  L.  Glett 
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mM  PHIL  M.  DALY  * 

Thursday's  Tidings 

•  •  •  THE  CRYSTAL  BALL:  Potential  "Oscar"  winners  in  Holly- 
wood tonight Best  Production:   "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  or 

"The   Yearling" Best  achievement  in  directing:   William  Wyler  or 

Clarence  Brown Best  performance  by  an  actor:  Fredric  March  or 

Gregory  Peck Best  performance  by   an  actress:    Olivia    de  Havil- 

land  or  Jennifer  Jones Best  performance  by  an  actor  in  a  sup- 
porting role:  William  Demarest  or  Harold  Russell Best  performance 

by  an  actress  in  a  supporting  role:  Anne  Baxter  or  Ethel  Barrymore 

▼  ▼  T 
©  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Cinema  Lodge  is  planning  a  big  surprise  for 
Bob  Weitman.  ...  •  The  late  Al  Steffes'  Summer  retreat  in  northern 
Minnesota,  familiar  to  many  an  industryite,  has  been  purchased  by 
George  Granstrom.  Twin  Cities  exhib.  ...  •  Maurice  "Bucky"  Harris. 
RKO  exploiteer  transferred  from  Albany  to  New  Haven,  took  with  him 
a  portable  radio,  the  gift  of  Albany's  Variety  Club  of  which  he  was  a 

director Ralph  Ripps.  Metro   salesman,   succeeds   "Bucky"   on  the 

Variety  crew.  ...  •  Didja  know  Northwest  Airlines  proposes  to  test 
the  practicality  of  exhibiting  16  mm.  pix  on  its  Pacific  run?  ...  •  Wil- 
liam J.  McCormick,  Chicago  theater  attorney,  is  back  in  the  Windy  City 
from  a  tour  of  Army  duty  at  the  Japanese  war  crime  trials For- 
merly a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Spitz  &  Adcock,  McCormick  now  has 

opened  his  own  office •  Because  Rochester  circuit  operator  Murray 

Briskin  offered  to  match  in  cash  any  prize  won  by  one  of  his  managers 
in  the  March  of  Dimes  exhibitors'  contests.  Allan  Koff  of  the  Rochester 

Murray  Theater  is  $135   the  richer Koff  won  a  washing  machine 

selling  for  $135  in  the  "Dimes"  contest.  .  .  .  •  Penn  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance  Co.  has  produced  an  animated  annual  statement  and  visual 
story  of  its  100  years'  history,  and  will  show  the  18-minute  short.  "100 
Years  of  Security."  to  policy  holders  at  100  meetings  across  the  coun- 
try. ..  .     •   Can  giveaways  be  coming  back  to  Broadway? First 

1,000  pipe  smokers  buying  Globe  tickets  next  Thursday  for  UA's  "The 
Red  House"  will  get  a  package  of  Edward  G.  Robinson  pipe  tobacco. 

provided  they  show  their  pipes •  Harry  Blair's  Deuxieme  Bureau 

of  the  Rockefeller  Center  Surete  yesterday  reported  Criminal  activity  in 

*e  area Possibly  it  could  have  been  a  stickup  at  the  Music  Hall 

ll  was  not Gendarmerie  investigation  revealed  a  dis- 
turbance on  West  51st  Street •   Sigmund  S.  Matties,  assistant  to 

Silas  F.  Seadler,  M-G-M  advertising  head,  will  lecture  on  motion  picture 
advertising  copy  at  CCNY  on  the  25th 

▼  ▼  T 

•  •  •  "DISPLAY  COPY"  DOWN  UNDER:  As  further  proof  that 
Australians  are  Americans  under  the  skin.  Phil  M.  notes  that  in  Bris- 
bane, exhibs.  are  engaging  good  looking  gals  for  £1  a  day.  painting 
ads  for  such  pix  as  "The  Harvey  Girls"  and  "Scarlet  Street"  in  water 
colors  on  their  bare  knees,  and  then  sending  'em  out  to  ride  the  trams 
and  buses ...... 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     ODDS    TT   ENDS:    Yes.    sir.   bankers    are    smart    hombres 
And  as  further  Proof<  here's  Ihe  fact  that  bank  advertising  ex- 
penditures this  year  will  be  about  $3,000,000  higher  than  in  194S 
Might  be  industry  food   for  thought  there.  ...     •   CBS  is   taking  its 
color  tele  system  to  Wall  St.  for  demonstration First  showing  was 

n  the  W.  E.  Hutton  &  Co.  offices  this  week.  ...»  Fritz  Lang  would 
like -to  keep  Britain's  Michael  Redgrave  in  Hollywood  for  his  "Mystery 
in  Mauve.".  .  .  «  Minneapolis  PTA  Council  is  being  importuned  to 
Tm  ,I!SJC?mPai9n  a9ainSl  crilne-horror  pix  and  radio  shows  to  the 
fie.d  of  kids    comic  books.  ...»  Didja  know  Warners  is  using  four 

lM°v  „  '   •"    ^  Aus,ralia's  «w  Governor  General.  Wil- 

liam McKelL  may  be  the  subject  of  a  biog.  pic  down   under.  .  .   . 


Rank-Purdue  Univ. 
In  Exhibition  Pad 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
open   sometime  next  month   in 
University's  deluxe  6,146-seat  au 
torium.   Pictures  will  play  two  d: 
midweek  with  two  shows  nightly 
anticipated  attendance  respondjjS'H 
tures  will  be  played  off  at  tilQt 
of  one  monthly. 

Deal  is  unprecedented,  represe 
ing  the  first  time  that  prior  run 
a  group  of  pix  has  been  allotted  I 
a  school,  and  is  the  beginning  j 
what  McGinley  expects  will  bej 
series  of  similar  pacts  that  will  1 
the  vast  college  audience. 

2nd  Special  Deal  by  Prestige  '_ 

The  college  angle  is  the  second  \ 
the  special  tieup  deals  to  be  pla< 
into  practice  by  Prestige  which 
leases  through  Universal  as  part 
the  J.  Arthur  Rank  division  heac 
by  William  J.  Heineman. 

Initial  step  was  to  line  up  Jun 
League  groups  throughout  the  coi 
try  to  sponsor  Prestige  output  oi 
subscription  basis  in  local  houses. 

More  than  a  dozen  chapters  l 
the  League  are  contemplating  si  j 
sponsorship  and  will  closely  wa  I 
what  happens  in  Reading,  Pa.,  wlj 
the  group  there  inaugurates  the  p  I 
with  the  playing  of  "Brief  EncoiL 
ter"  at  the  Penn  Theater  for  tl 
days  starting  March  26. 

The  Reading  League  has  a  ti| 
picture  deal,  and  will  rent  the  hoi  J 
and  sell  tickets  for  both  features  1 
a  subscription  basis.  Second  fi  I 
scheduled  for  presentation  in  Ap  , 
is  "I  Know  Where  I'm  Going,"  af  1 
which  League  will  lay  off  until  1 
fall  when  it  expects  to  sponsor  1 
longer  series,  possibly  the  balaii 
of  the  Prestige  product  released  I 
that  time. 


"U"  Directors  Renamed; 
Board  Elects  Mar.  20 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lution,  supplementing  a  board  re  j 
lution,  reducing  the  capital  of  1| 
company  by  retiring  155,000  sha:1 
of  common  owned  by  Universal. 

Officers  will  be  elected  at  the  n< 
regular  board  meeting,  scheduled  :! 
March  20. 


STORK  REPORT! 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL 

Hollywood — Kay  Scott,  (Mrs.  Jo: 
Nerney),  became  the  mother  of  a  ;j 
pound,  six  ounce  girl  at  Hollywc 
Hospital.    Miss   Scott  is  under  c< 
tract  to  Paramount. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAIL 

Hollywood  —  The  Johnny  Coys 
he  is  the  Paramount  dancing  stai 
are  being  felicitated  on  the  birth 
a  girl  weighing  five  pounds, 
ounces,  at  Queen  of  Angels  Hospit 
The  baby  has  been  named  Bom 
Heather. 


Radio 


Music 
Hall! 


.'.-'" 


Of  course^  weare  extremely  excited 
and  happy  about  "THE  EGG  AND  I"  being  booked  into 
the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  by  Mr.  Gus  Eyssell,  President 
and  Managing  Director. 

This  is  a  fitting  tribute  to  this  fine  American  comedy 
based  upon  the  perennial  best-seller  by  Betty  MacDonald. 

We  extend  our  appreciation  to  Gus  Eyssell  and  to  all  ex-^ 
hibitors  throughout  the  country  who  will  ultimately  appraise 
to  the  same  degree  the  box  office  and  entertainment  quality 
of  "THE  EGG  AND  I."  At  this  writing  it  is  estimated  that 
"THE  EGG  AND  I"  has  been  read  by  twenty-five  million 
persons.  This  indicates  that  "THE  EGG  AND  I"  will  be  one 
of  the  best  patronized  pictures  of  all  time. 

Naturally,  U-I  is  backing  it  up  with  the  biggest  adver- 
tising campaign  in  its  history. 


From  the  Best  Selling  Book  by  Betty  MacDonald 


Produced  and  Written  for  the  Screen  by  CHESTER  ERSKINE  and  FRED  F.  FINKLEHOFFE 
Directed  by  CHESTER  ERSKINE  .  A  UNIVERSAL- INTERNATIONAL  PICTURE 
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i.  Amusement  Levy 
iw  Up  to  Localities 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

:  wide-open  to  local  municipalities, 
j/eral  measures  which  would  give 
■insylvania  municipalities  that 
hras-  have  already  made  their  ap- 
jiVCje  in  the  Legislature. 
However,  members  of  the  General 
jsembly  may  still  decide  that  a 
.te  amusement  tax  is  needed  to 
ft  meet  the  state's  program,  ex- 
i.sive  of  a  soldiers'  bonus,  during 
;  next  two  years,  estimated  at 
33,000,000  in  new  funds. 
Governor  Duff  suggested  that 
eded  funds  be  raised  via  changes 
the  carry-back,  carry-forward  or 
rporate  losses,  increased  taxes  on 
jacco  products,  malt  beverages  and 
ft  drinks  and  the  postponement  of 
5  manufacturers'  exemption  from 
pital  stock  taxes. 


ennsylvania  Scalper  Bill 
Introduced  in  Senate 

iHarrisburg — Sen.  H.  Jerome  Jas- 
B,  of  Philadelphia,  has  introduced 
I  Senate  bill  proposing  stiff  pen- 
nies on  scalpers  who  sell  tickets  to 
lusement  places  over  the  estab- 
hed  price  allowed  brokers.  Under 
e  measure,  penalty  for  a  first 
fender  would  be  a  $500  fine  or  three 
onths  imprisonment;  second  offend- 
s  would  be  fined  $1,000,  or  six 
onths  in  jail,  while  a  year's  manda- 
ry  imprisonment  is  provided  for 
ird  or  subsequent  offenses.  Legal 
•okerage  fee  is  one  half  the  ticket 
•ice,  or  $1.00,  whichever  is  less, 
us  lawful  taxes. 


AG  Appoints  Negotiating 
•om.  For  Pact  Dealings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ittee  of  17  members  to  enact  a  new 
ntract  with  Producers.  Of  these 
I  seven  members  comprise  the  Fact 
nding  Committee,  which  recently 
mpleted  a  year's  research  work 
srtaining  to  the  economic  status  of 
e  actor.  Negotiations  with  pro- 
bers will  start  April  15.  Guild  has 
so  suggested  that  New  York  pro- 
bers might  send  a  representative 
appoint  one  in  Los  Angeles  to 
rve  on  committee. 


Brotherhood  Workers 
To  Get  Certificates 

A  certificate  of  appreciation, 
signed  by  President  Truman,  as  hon- 
orary chairman;  John  G.  Winant, 
general  chairman,  and  Spyros  P. 
Skouras  and  J.  Robert  Rubin,  in- 
dustry leaders  in  the  membership 
drive,  will  be  issued  to  workers  who 
secure  10  or  more  members,  it  is 
announced.  Theater  managers  are 
urged  to  expedite  their  returns  to 
area  chairman  or  to  Skouras  at  the 
20th- Fox  home  office. 


Tax  Com.  In  7-Point  Argument 

Dewey  Plan  Threatens  Use  of  Screens 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


sidered  tantamount  to  a  recom- 
mended solution  to  local  fiscal  prob- 
lems. 

2.  With  theaters  now  subject  to  a 
20  per  cent  Federal  admissions  tax, 
an  additional  levy  would  increase  the 
already  hazardous  nature  of  small 
theater  operation. 

3.  Imposition  of  such  taxes  would 
hit  low  bracket  income  earners  and 

The  State  Senate  Finance  Com- 
mittee in  Albany  yesterday  recom- 
mended passage  of  the  measure 
carrying  out  the  Dewey  tax  program, 
including  the  permissive  county-city 
five  per  cent  amusement  tax. 

children  and  it  would  be  unfair  to 
impose  on  this  group  indirectly  a 
tax  that  would  be  politically  un- 
feasible to  impose  upon  them  di- 
rectly. 

4.  Such  levies  would  be  discrim- 
inatory and  unfair  as  they  are  not 
borne  in  like  proportions  by  other 
businesses. 

5.  Theaters,  under  the  proposed 
tax,  would  collect  a  higher  tax  from 
the  small  income  workers  and  chil- 
dren than  is  imposed  on  night  clubs, 
race  track  admissions,  card  playing, 
club  memberships,  jewelry  and  ex- 
pensive furs. 

6.  The  Governor's  proposal  is  re- 
gressive legislation  as  "it  could 
emasculate  a  medium  of  education, 
information  and  persuasion  that  has 
not  yet  attained  its  full  growth." 
Theaters,  which  brought  the  late  war 


to  the  American  people,  are  still 
called  on  to  transmit  messages  of 
information  by  Government,  philan- 
thropic and  educational  institutions, 
serving  as  the  hub  of  charity  drives 
and  as  an  active  ally  to  all  sound 
civic  projects.  Measure  is  unscien- 
tific in  that  it  violates  the  modern 
theories  of  graduated  taxation  de- 
signed to  place  the  burden  on  those 
best  able  to  pay. 

7.  Proposal  is  "a  direct  threat  to 
a  free  and  unbiased  screen."  Re- 
pressive legislation  is  an  "open  invi- 
tation to  the  political  use  of  the 
screen  in  protection  of  the  motion 
pictures  as  a  business  enterprise  and 
in  protection  of  the  patrons  who  can 
be  exploited  by  taxes  that  are  un- 
scientific and  unfair."  Arguments 
pointed  out  that  theaters  can  be 
forced  into  the  fight  won  by  news- 
papers and  magazines  100  years  ago 
which  has  resulted  in  preferential 
treatment  by  Government  since  that 
time.  "The  movies  request  no  prefer- 
ential treatment,"  it  was  pointed  out. 
"The  movies  wish  to  bear  their  full 
frhare  of  Government  burden.  This 
attitude  we  think  is  fair." 

Arguments  were  prepared  by  Rob- 
ert W.  Coyne  of  ATA  and  presented 
by  the  committee  which  included 
Coyne,  Oscar  A.  Doob,  Loew's  The- 
aters; Fred  J.  Schwartz,  president  of 
Metropolitan  Motion  Picture  The- 
aters Association;  Morton  Sunshine, 
representing  ITOA;  Sen.  Henry  J. 
Walters,  representing  RKO  Theaters, 
and  Sol  Ullman,  representing  Fabian 
Theaters. 


Col.  Stay  Appeal  Expected 
To  Be  Filed  Tomorrow 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
seek  a  stay  of  all  the  provisions  from 
which  the  company  has  appealed. 
These  include  competitive  bidding, 
injunctions  against  "block-booking" 
and  prohibition  against  refusing  to 
license  a  feature  on  the  same  run 
to  a  competitor  as  to  a  customer. 

A  spokesman  for  Paramount  said 
yesterday  that  the  company  had  not 
yet  reached  a  decision  on  whether 
it  would  ask  for  a  stay.  He  pointed 
out  that  two  weeks  remained  before 
the  deadline  for  such  action. 

Meanwhile  it  was  reported  in 
Washington  that  the  Department  of 
Justice  would  not  oppose  the  re- 
quest of  Universal  and  Columbia 
for  a  stay. 

Hi  Court  Would  Rule 
On  Appeals  Collectively 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington— Supreme  Court  offi- 
cials yesterday  were  trying  to  de- 
termine whether  appeals  from  the 
"Big  Five"  defendants,  in  the  in- 
dustry anti-trust  suit,  against  on- 
schedule  application  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  New  York  Statutory 
Court's  judgment  may  be  expected. 

Whether  there  will  be  more — Uni- 
versal has  filed  and  an  appeal  is  ex- 


Jackson  Park  Briefs  Filed 
Opposing  Court  Orders 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  of  first-runs  for  Loop  theaters; 
opposed  order  for  one-week  subse- 
quent theater  runs,  which  automatic- 
ally canceled  21-day  clearance  now 
enjoyed  by  Loop  theaters,  over  sub- 
sequent theater  runs;  opposed  elim- 
ination of  twin  film  bills  which,  B  & 
K  contended,  Judge  Michael  Igoe's 
order  called  for,  and  protested  de- 
cision of  court  ordering  film  distrib- 
utors to  sell  Jackson  Park  Theater 
films  one  week  ahead  of  B  &  K's 
Maryland  Theater  and  Warners'  Jef- 
frey. All  three  houses  are  now,  in 
same  week,  release. 


pected  from  Columbia  —  was  not 
known  as  the  court  closed  yesterday, 
but  an  attempt  was  being  made  to 
find  out.  An  official  explained  to  this 
correspondent  that  the  justice  who 
will  act  upon  the  matter  did  not 
want  to  have  to  go  over  the  same 
arguments  several  times  in  the  event 
other  defendants  also  elected  to  peti- 
tion for  a  stay. 

The  "same  official  said  he  was  still 
trying  to  find  out  how  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  stood  on  the  matter 
— but  that  he  had  not  yet  had  any 
success. 


Tele  Trade  to  Fight 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  and  other  manufacturing  groups, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 

The  tele  industry  will  sharply 
question  the  interpretation  of  the 
Federal  tax  law  in  this  regard,  chal- 
lenging whether  it  can  be  "constitu- 
tionally" extended  to  include  estab- 
lishments in  which  video  is  the  only 
entertainment  offered. 

The  IRB  has  ruled  that  video  en- 
tertainment constitutes  a  public  per- 
formance for  profit  within  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  current  revenue 
code.       i 

A  check  of  manufacturers  yester- 
day disclosed  that  approximately  500 
to  750  bars  and  restaurants  in  the 
greater  New  York  area  are  equipped 
with  television,  with  a  figure  slightly 
under  this  in  New  Jersey.  Possibly 
five  or  six  thousand  such  establish- 
ments throughout  the  48  states  are 
similarly  equipped,  according  to  an 
industry  exec,  "a  fact  that  points  up 
the  importance  of  the  tax  question 
and  its  far-reaching  effect  on  tele- 
vision as  a  growing   service." 


Motion  Pictures  Rate  High 
In  RC  Hospital  Program 

Of  over  800  Red  Cross  projectors, 
both  35  and  16  mm.,  in  operation  on 
V-J  Day,  more  than  half  are  still 
being  used  to  help  ease  the  monotony 
of  hospital  life.  In  addition  the  Red 
Cross  donated  more  than  50  projec- 
tors, along  with  furnishings  from 
recreation  buildings  and  guest 
houses,  to  the  Veterans  Administra- 
tion for  that  organization's  hospital 
work.  Film  used  by  the  Red  Cross 
in  its  hospital  recreation  program  is 
rented  from  distributors. 


DeVry  in  Jurisdictional  Dispute 

Chicago  —  DeVry  management  is 
striving  to  work  out  a  peaceable 
solution  to  a  union  jurisdictional 
dispute  at  its  two  local  factories. 
Company  has  a  contract  with  Ma- 
chinists Union  District  8,  while  the 
AFL  Electrical  Local  1031B  claims 
to  represent  a  majority  of  company 
employees. 

Meanwhile  pickets  were  withdrawn 
yesterday  from  DeVry  plants.  Vote 
is  expected  Monday  as  to  which 
union  will  have  bargaining  rights. 


Lloyd  Scobell  Dead 

Wagner,  S.  D.— Lloyd  Scobell,  49, 
owner  of  the  Elks  Theater,  is  dead. 


SICK  LIST 


LAUDY  LAWRENCE  is  hospitalized  in 
Paris,  with  his  condition  reported  serious. 

HELEN  O'CONNOR,  Skouras  Theaters' 
accounting  department,  was  suddenly  taken 
ill  yesterday  in  the  company's  lunch-room 
and  removed  to  the  Roosevelt  Hospital  for 
further  examination. 


« 


REVIEWS 
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"Betty  Co-Ed" 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

with  Jean    Porter,   Shirley   Mills,  William 

Mason,  Rosemarie  LePlanche 

Columbia  68  Mins. 

CORKING  PERFORMANCE  BY  JEAN 
PORTER  HIGHLIGHTS  THIS  MODEST 
BUDGET  EFFORT. 

This  offering  is  highlighted  by  the  work 
of  Jean  Porter.  In  fact,  she  gives  «ne  of 
the  most  delightful  performances  ever  seen 
in  a  modest-budget  feature  and  is  es- 
pecially good  when  she  is  singing  and 
prancing. 

In  addition  to  Miss  Porter,  Director  Ar- 
thur Dreifuss  also  gained  good  performances 
from  the  ether  principals.  Sam  Katzman 
functioned  as  producer. 

Miss  Porter  "sells"  "Put  The  Blame  On 
Mame"  and  "You  Gotta  Do  What  You 
Gotta  Do." 

Jean,  a  carnival  girl,  enrolls  in  a  co-ed 
school,  and  encounters  trouble,  because 
William  Mason,  falls  in  love  with  her.  Her 
rival  f  r  William  is  Shirley  Mills,  autocratic 
president  of  a  snobbish  sorority,  who  ex- 
poses her  background. 

Jean,  however,  turns  the  tables  on  Shir- 
ley when  it  is  proved  the  latter  has  been 
cheating  in  her  school  work. 

Patty  Moran,  Rosemarie  LaPlanche,  Kay 
Morlev,  Jackie  Moran,  Jane  Isbell,  Edward 
van  Sloan,  Ge'rge  Meader  and  Ray  Ben- 
nett are  among  the  principals. 

CAST:  Jean  Porter,  Shirley  Mills,  Williom 
Mason,  Rosemarie  LePlanche,  Kay  Morley,  Jackie 
Moran,  Jane  Isbell,  Edward  van  Sloan,  George 
Meader,  Patsy  Moran  Ray  Bennett,  Jan  Savitt 
and   orchestra. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sam  Katzman;  Director, 
Arthur  Dreifuss:  Screenplay,  Dreifuss  and  Georae 
H.  PlumDton:  Cameraman.  Andy  Anderson;  Edi- 
tor, Henry  Batista;  Art  Director,  Paul  Palmen- 
tola:  Set  Decorations,  Fred  Martin;  Musical  Di- 
rector.   Paul   Mertz. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Buffalo  Situation  No 
Pool,  Paramount's  View 


Reports  that  the  Paramount  legal 
department  had  decided  to  treat  the 
Buffalo  situation  as  a  pool  and  is 
proceeding  with  dissolution  negotia- 
tions, were  denied  yesterday  by  Louis 
Phillips,  of  Paramount  counsel.  Phil- 
lips said  that  the  situation  is  not 
strictly  a  pool  and  refused  to  com- 
ment on  any  dissolution  talks. 

Buffalo  situation  is  complicated  by 
joint  real  estate  holdings  with 
Loew's,  and  Paramount  sticks  by  its 
statement  that  all  actual  pools  will 
be  ended  by  the  end  of  this  month. 

Walthers'  Father  Dead 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  Charles  M.  Walthers, 
83,  father  of  Lou  Walthers,  Cine 
Supply  Co.  president.  Other  sur- 
vivors are  his  wife  and  another  son, 
Charles  M.  Walthers,  Jr. 


REU1  POSTS 


LOU   PALERMO,   apprentice   booker,  RKO  Rodl^ 
FRED    L.    DANICO,    manager,    Strand,    Majafttc 
Theaters,    East   Moline,   la. 

DAVIS  ALEXANDER,   Tri-States   traveling   audi- 
tor. 


Goetz-Brulafour  to 
Have  6  on  Rep.  Board 


DAILY 
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proxy  statement  released  yesterday 
disclosed. 

Up  for  election  for  the  first  time 
at  the  meeting  as  Goetz-Brulatour 
nominees  are  Goetz,  described  in  the 
proxy  statement  as  consultant  and 
assistant  in  connection  with  Republic 
production;  Samuel  Becker,  member 
of  the  Becker  &  Berman  law  firm, 
and  Harry  C.  Mills,  an  executive  of 
J.  C.  Penney,  Inc.  Terms  will  be  for 
three  years. 

The  proxy  statement  discloses  that 
during  the  course  of  the  year  three 
other  directors  representing  Goetz- 
Brulatour  were  elected  to  the  Re- 
public board  to  fill  vacancies.  They 
are:  William  M.  Collins.  Jr.,  presi- 
dent of  the  Inland  Rubber  Corp.; 
Charles  T.  Fisher,  president  of  the 
National  Bank  of  Detroit,  and  Thom- 
as F.  Brown,  vice-president  of  Na- 
tional Distillers  Products  Corp. 

Two  directors  are  candidates  for 
re-election  for  three-year  terms. 
They  are  Walter  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  and 
Arthur  J.  Miller,  both  vice-presi- 
dents, and  described  as  management 
nominees. 

Directors  who  will  retire  from  the 
board  as  of  April  1  include  Walter 
W.  Vincent,  chairman  of  Wilmer  & 
Vincent;  John  J.  O'Connell,  president 
of  Consolidated  Moulded  Products 
Corp.,  and  Walter  P.  Stevens,  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Scranton  Life 
Insurance  Co. 

The  proxy  statement  reveals  that 
Goetz  and  members  of  his  family 
now  own  approximately  80,000 
shares  of  Rep.  common  and  33,782 
shares  of  Associated  MP  Industries, 
and  that  Brulatour  owns  95.157 
shares  of  Rep.  common  and  32,352 
shares  of  Associated  MP  Industries. 
Latter  is  a  Delaware  corporation 
which  is  the  beneficial  owner  of 
27,600  shares  of  Ren.  nfd.  175.730  of 
Rep.  common  and  $285,000  Rep.  de- 
bentures. 

Onsrud,  Inc.,  a  New  Jersev  com- 
pany owned  by  Yates  and  Titus,  is 
the  beneficial  owner  of  86.950  shares 
of  Rep.  common  and  46,918  of  As- 
sociated. A  second  Yates  comoany, 
Antonsen  Realtv  Corp..  is  the  bene- 
ficial owner  of  12.300  shares  of  Rep. 
rjfd.  14.658  of  Rep.  common  and 
3,572   of   Associated. 

The  proxy  statement  discloses  that 
for  the  vear  endiner  Oct.  26  last 
Yates  received  a  salary  from  Rep. 
of  $69,430  and  additionally  $100,000, 
representing  participation  in  net  un- 
der the  terms  of  his  contract. 


PCA  Film  Div.  Meets  Tonight 

Initial  meeting  of  the  Film  Divi- 
sion of  Progressive  Citizens  of 
America  will  be  h^ld  tonight  at  the 
Barhizon  Plaza  Hotel.  Cameron 
Mackenzie,  director  of  the  National 
Arts.  Sfienc°s  and  Professions  Coun- 
cil. PCA.  will  be  the  guest  speaker, 
with  Boslev  Crowther,  division  chair- 
man, presiding. 


Reeling      'Round' 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fered,  and  snapped  up,  were  a  number  of 
later  Ampros  which   a  dealer  described   to 
us  as  "just  about  new." 

JOHN  FISHER,  chief  warrant  officer,  61st 
Army  Ground  Forces  band,  Germany, 
since  November,  1946  has  given  about  1,000 
shows  for  German  kids  in  small  towns,  hos- 
pitals and  orphanages  where  movies  are 
not  generally  available.  The  films  are  about 
worn  out  and  he  wants  some  16  mm.  sound 
prints  of  short  subject  cartoons,  animal 
subjects,  sports  reels,  etc.  in  order  to  con- 
tinue his  work  —  interesting  the  German 
kids  in  Americanism.  Donations  sent  to  the 
Central  Queens  Chapter,  American  Red 
Cross,  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.,  will  be  for- 
warded. 

Treasury  Ready  For 
Capital  Gains  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1 ) 

ing  the  matter  over  with  lawyers. 
He  said  he  has  already  been  billed 
for  the  difference  between  what  he 
would  have  paid  at  the  personal  in- 
come tax  rate  and  what  he  did  pav 
at  the  25  per  cent  capital  fains  rate 
on  his  earnings  from  the  film. 

When  Maver  refuses  to  pay  the 
amount  requested  bv  the  Treasury — 
he  would  not  specify  the  amount  for 
the  record — he  expects  suit  to  be 
brought  by  the  Department,  prob- 
ably in  New  York. 

Mayer  May  Be  Test  Case 

Maver  said  he  is  under  the  im- 
pression that  his  case  may  be  a  test 
^ase.  but  he  could  not  be  certain.  A+ 
'■he  Bureau  of  Internal  Revenue  it 
was  learned  that  the  last  ouestion 
holding  up  the  issuance  of  bills  for 
additional  taxes  had  been  cleared  up 
and  that  the  Los  Angeles  office  if 
now  empowered  to  proceed.  It  was 
not  known,  however,  whether  any 
bills  have  actually  gone  out  from  thf 
Coast  office.  The  bill  to  Mayer  wouk3 
have  gone  from  New  York,  but  there 
is  no  knowledge  here  that  others" wh'- 
pay  their  taxes  in  New  York  have 
been  billed  on  the  basis  of  their  in- 
comes from  single-picture  corpora- 
tions. 

"Hitler's  Children,"  Mayer  said 
was  not  actually  produced  by  a  cor- 
poration, but  he  and  other  partici- 
pants will  maintain  that  they  are 
entitled  to  pay  at  the  capital  gains 
rate  nonetheless. 

Several  million  dollars  are  said  to 
be  involved,  with  dozens  of  leading 
film  executives  and  talent  toppers 
having  participated  in  single  picture 
corporations  during  the  last  few 
years.  Last  year  Samuel  Goldwyn  in- 
dicated his  intention  to  fight  the 
Government  on  the  matter,  but  thus 
far  the  matter  has  not  reached  litiga 
tion.  Whether  Goldwyn  has  been 
served  with  a  bill  for  additional  taxe: 
is  not  definitely  known  here,  al- 
though it  was  made  clear  last  year 
that  he  would  be  so  billed. 
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"BEST  YEARS"  1946's  BEST  FILM 

County  Amus.  Tax  Bill  is  Passed  By  Legislature 


Counties,  Cities  Given 
Authorization  To  Impose 
Five  Per  Cent  Ticket  Tax 


Albany  —  The  proposed  County- 
City  five  per  cent  admission  tax  was 
one  step  away  from  law  when  the 
Assembly  yesterday  passed  the 
Burney  bill  carrying  Governor  Dew- 
ey's tax  program,  following  an 
earlier  affirmative  vote  by  the  Sen- 
ate. The  bill  last  night  was  sent  to 
the  Governor  for  his  signature. 

The  bill  authorizes  the  imposition 
by  counties  and  certain  cities  to 
impose  a  five  per  cent  admissions 
tax,  if  they  so  desire.  However,  if 
the  counties  in  the  six  largest  cities 
of  New  York  State— New  York  City, 
Albany,  Yonkers,  Syracuse,  Roches- 
ter and  Buffalo — do  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  taxing  opportunity, 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


VI.  Theater  Charges 
Trust  Law  Violation 


Boston — With  a  clearance  demand 
award  pending  in  the  area  arbitra- 
tion tribunal,  State  Amusements, 
Inc.,  operator  of  the  State  Theater, 
Bellows  Falls,  Vt.,  yesterday  filed  an 
anti-trust  action  naming  two  com- 
peting circuits  and  nine  distributors. 

Listed  as  defendants  are  Inter- 
state Theater  Corp.,  Rockingham  Op- 
( Continued  on  Page  10) 


Coaxial  Cable  Stretched 
Across  the  Country 

Almost  three-fourths  of  Bell  Tele- 
phone's transcontinental  coaxial 
cable  is  in  the  ground  and  the  com- 
pany is  committed  to  making  its 
facilities  available  to  network  tele- 
( Continued  on  Page  13) 


"Duel"  Gets  Legion's  "B" 
Grade  as  Partly  Bad 

David  0.  Selznick  announced  here 
yesterday  that  "Duel  in  the  Sun" 
had  been  re-edited  to  conform  with 
suggested  deletions  by  various  re- 
ligious and  civic  groups  and  that 
(Continued  on  Page  15) 


1946  ACADEMY  AWARDS 

PRODUCTION 
"The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives."  (Samuel  Goldwyn,  RKO  Radio). 

PERFORMANCES 
Acton  Frederic  March  in  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives."  (Samuel  Goldwyn). 
Actress:  Olivia  deHavilland  in  'To  Each  His  Own."  (Paramount). 
Supporting  Actor:  Harold  Russell  in  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives."  (Samuel 

Goldwyn). 
Supporting  Actress:  Anne  Baxter  in  "The;  Razor's  Edge."  (20th  Century-Fox). 

DIRECTION 
William  Wyler  in  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives."  (Samuel  Goldwyn). 

WRITING 
Best  written  screenplay:  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives,"  Robert  E.  Sherwood. 

(Samuel  Goldwyn). 
Best  original  screenplay:  "The  Seventh  Veil"  Muriel  Box  and  Sydney  Box. 

(J.  Arthur  Rank-Sydney  Box-Ortus.  Univ.)  (British). 
Best  original  motion  picture  story:   "Vacation  From  Marriage."    Clemence 
Dane.  (London  Films   Prods.,  Ltd.,  M-G-M).  (British). 

MUSIC 
Best    Scoring   of    a    Musical    Picture:    Morris    Stoloff.    "The    Jolson    Story." 

(Columbia). 
Best  Scoring  of  a  Dramatic  or  Comedy  Picture:  Hugo  Friedhofer,  "The  Best 

Years  of  Our  Lives."  (Samuel  Goldwyn,  RKO  Radio). 
Best  Original  Song:   "On  The  Atchison,  Topeka  and  Sante  Fe,"  music  by 
Harry  Warren;  lyrics,  Johnny  Mercer  from  "The  Harvey  Girls."  (M-G-M). 
ART  DIRECTION 
Black-and- White:  Lyle  Wheeler  and  William  Darling,  "Anna  and  The  King 

of  Siam."  (20th  Century-Fox). 
Color:   Cedric  Gibbons  and  Paul  Groesse,  "The  Yearling."  (M-G-M). 

INTERIOR  DECORATION 
Black-and- White:  Thomas  Little  and  Frank  E.  Hughes.  "Anna  and  The  King 

of  Siam."  (20th  Century-Fox). 
Color:  Edwin  B.  Willis,  "The  Yearling,"  (M-G-M). 

EDITING 
Daniel  Mandell  for  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives."  (Samuel  Goldwyn,  RKO 
Radio). 

SOUND  RECORDING 
John  Livadary  for  "The  Jolson  Story."  (Columbia). 

CINEMATOGRAPHY 
Black-and-White:  Arthur  Miller  for  "Anna  and  the  King  of  Siam."  (20th-Fox). 
Color:  Charles  Rosher,  Leonard  Smith  and  Arthur  Arling  for  "The  Yearling." 
(M-G-M). 

SPECIAL  EFFECTS 
Photographic  effects:  Thomas  Howard  for  "Blithe  Spirit."  (J.   Arthur  Rank- 
Noel  Coward-Cineguild). 

SHORT  SUBJECTS 
Cartoons:  "The  Cat  Concerto,"  Frederick  Quimby,  producer.  (M-G-M). 
One-Reel:  "Facing  Your  Danger,"  Gordon  Hollingshead,  producer.  (Warner 

Bros.) 
Two-Reel:  "A  Boy  and  His  Dog,"  G.  Hollingshead,  producer.  (Warner  Bros.) 

SPECIAL  AWARDS 
Samuel  Goldwyn  received  the  Thalberg  Memorial  Award. 
Laurence  Olivier,  produced,  directed  and  acted  in  "Henry  V." 
Harold  Russell  as  a  symbol  to  our  disabled  veterans. 
Ernest   Lubitsch   for   his    achievements   in    the    industry   over    a    period   of 

twenty-five  years. 
Claude  Jarman,  Jr.,  received  the  Junior  Award. 

DOCUMENTARY  PRODUCTION 
Short  Subjects:   "Seeds  of  Destiny."   Produced  by  U.   S.  War  Department. 


Director  and  Star  of 
The  Winning  Picture 
Also  Awarded  "Oscars" 

By  RALPH   WILK 

West  Cnast  Bureau   of   THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Samuel  Gold- 
wyn's  "The  Best  Years  of  Our 
Lives"  was  chosen  as  the  best 
production  of  1946  in  the  19th  an- 
nual competition  of  the  Academy  of 
Motion  Picture  Arts  &  Sciences.  Eric 
A.  Johnston,  president  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Association  of  America, 
made  the  Award. 

Goldwyn's  epic  production  literally 
ran  away  with  the  awards,  and  could 
rightfully  have  been  called  "Gold- 
wyn's Night  of  His  Life,"  by  en- 
abling the  artists  associated  with  its 
making  to  win  nine  awards. 

The  producer  also  came  away  with 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Hi  Court  Will  Hear 
lay  Appeals  Mar.  24 


The  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  is  likely 
to  hear  oral  argument  on  all  appli- 
cations for  a  stay  of  the  N.  Y. 
Statutory  Court's  decree  during  the 
week  of  March  24,  it  was  learned 
yesterday. 

Court  is  setting  that  date  in  order 
(Continued  on  Page  13) 


Coast  Production  Went 
Up  7  Per  Cent  Last  Year 


Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Hollywood  produc- 
tion of  features  last  year  topped 
1945  output  by  seven  per  cent,  Joseph 
Breen,  Production  Code  director,  re- 
ported yesterday. 

During  the  same  period,  produc- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Park-In  Theaters  Wins 
Drive-in  Patent  Action 


Providence,  R.  I.  —  Holding  that 
the  Richard  M.  Hollingshead,  Jr., 
auto  theater  patent  is  valid  and  was 
infringed  by  E.  M.  Loew's  Drive-In 
Theater,  Inc.,  the  U.  S.  Federal 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 
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NEW   YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 


Bell    &    Howell 19l/2      19V4      19'/2   + 

Columbia   Picts 19         18%     19       + 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd..    84         84         84       —  1 

East.   Kodak    235       234V2  234%   + 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 21  Vi     21  Vs     21%  + 

Loew's,  Inc 2V/2     23         23       — 

Paramount     26         25         25       —  1 

RKO      13%     135/8     133/4  — 

Republic    Pict 8  73/4       8       + 

20th  Century-Fox   . .  .    323^     323/8     323/8  — 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  41  41  41+1 

Universal   Pict 24V4     23%     23%      . .  . 

Warner    Bros 15%     1 5 V2      15%    + 

NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 
Monogram   Picts.    . .  .      4%       4%       43/8  — 

RKO      4  334       4       + 

Sonotone  Corp 3%       3%       3%   + 

Technicolor      15%      15%      15%  — 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor        5  5% 

Pathe        6V4       71/4 


McCue  Named  Traveling 
Auditor  of  Film  Classics 


Samuel  N.  Wheeler,  general  sales 
manager  for  Film  Classics,  Inc.,  has 
announced  the  appointment  of  Thom- 
as McCue  as  traveling  auditor  for 
the  company.  McCue  held  a  similar 
post  with  Universal-International 
for  the  past  six  years. 


Rochester  —  A  wage  dividend  of 
approximately  $8,100,000  is  being 
distributed  today  to  some  48,800 
Eastman  Kodak  employes  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere.  Amount  and 
number  of  participants  exceed  any 
preceding  year.  Distribution  marks 
the  35th  wage-dividend  payment 
since  the  late  George  Eastman  es- 
tablished the  plan  in  1912. 

Aggregate  amount  paid  over  the 
years  exceeds  $75,000,000,  with  the 
wage  dividends  based  on  commjn 
stock  dividends  declared  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Formula  is  one-half 
per  cent  of  total  individual  earnings 
for  five  years  for  each  dollar  of  stock 
dividend  above  $3.50  per  share.  Form- 
ula will  be  adjusted  if  the  proposed 
five  for  one  stock  dividend  is  ap- 
proved at  the  April  29  annual  stock- 
holders meeting. 

Maj.  Harold  W.  Auten 
Named  to  UA  Europe  Post 

Maj.  Harold  William  Auten  has 
been  appointed  assistant  UA  Euro- 
pean division  manager,  it  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  by  foreign  head 
Walter  Gould.  Auten  is  the  son  of 
Capt.  Harold  Auten,  widely  known 
sales  executive  in  Anglo-American 
film  circles. 

Major  Auten,  who  will  work  in 
close  co-operation  with  William  M. 
(Bill)  Levy,  division  manager  for 
Europe  and  the  Near  East,  entered 
the  industry  in  1937  with  the  War- 
ners sales  organization  in  London. 

He  served  as  a  staff  officer  with 
the  British  army  during  the  war  and 
afterwards  handled  various  film  as- 
signments in  Europe,  including  that 
of  controller  of  the  UFA  film  com- 
bine in  the  British  zone  of  Germany. 

Ch.  Skouras  Circuit  Tour  to 
Open  Showmanship  Drive 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  In  his  first  circuit- 
wide  tour  since  the  war  ended, 
Charles  P.  Skouras,  president  of  Na- 
tional Theaters  and  of  Fox  West 
Coast  Theaters,  will  leave  March  25 
to  launch,  personally,  the  fifth  an- 
nual Showmanship  Campaign  which 
is  named  in  his  honor. 

Meetings,  to  acquaint  theater  man- 
agers and  district  managers  with  de- 
tails of  campaign,  will  be  held  in 
San  Francisco,  Milwaukee,  Denver, 
Seattle  and  Los  Angeles. 

Coast  Electricians  Return 
To  Work  Banning  Strikes 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Jurisdictional  strikes 
involving  intei'national  brotherhood 
of  IATSE  are  banned  under  agree- 
ment by  which  striking  electricians 
began  to  return  to  work,  it  was  an- 
nounced by  Roy  M.  Brewer,  IATSE 
Hollywood  representative,  and  C.  P. 
Hughes,  IBEW  international  repre- 
sentative, who  said  the  IBEW  had 
accepted  the  December  1945  AFL  di- 
rective on  studio  unions'  jurisdic- 
tion. 


Washington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  House  hearings  on 
income  tax  reduction  got  under  way 
yesterday  with  Treasury  Secretary 
Snyder  registering  a  vigorous  pro- 
test against  cuts  this  year,  including 
the  proposed  20  per  cent  "across-the- 
board"  tax  slash.  Snyder  told  the 
committee  that  cuts  proposed  by 
Committee  Chairman  Harold  Knut- 
son  of  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  would  favor  high  income 
groups.  Snyder  told  the  committee 
that  present  tax  rates  on  individual 
incomes  should  be  maintained  and 
any  Federal  budget  surplus  this  year 
should  be  applied  to  debt  reduction. 


Int'l  Film  Relations  Com. 
Meets  on  Problems  Abroad 

The  International  Film  Relations 
Committee  held  a  meeting  yesterday 
at  the  MPAA  with  Chairman  Fortu- 
nat  Baronat  of  Universal-Interna- 
tional Films,  Inc.  presiding.  Partici- 
pants in  a  discussion  of  overseas 
problems  were  Paul  Ackerman  and 
Mary  Butler  of  Paramount,  David 
Blum  and  Rosa  Lewis  of  M-G-M, 
David  O'Malley  and  Clarence  Schnei- 
der of  Columbia,  James  Nolan  of 
Universal,  Samuel  Cohen  of  UA, 
Ralph  de  Alberich  of  20th-Fox,  Mel 
Strauss  of  Vanguard  and  Walton  B. 
Thomas  of  the  MPAA. 


vNew  RKO  Heads  Named 
For  Spain  and  Finland 

Phil  Reisman,  RKO  vice-president 
and  foreign  distribution  head,  has 
appointed  Rene  Beja  as  RKO  man- 
ager in  Spain,  and  Kurt  Nylund  to 
a  similar  post  in  Finland. 

Beja,  an  industry  veteran  and 
former  manager  for  RKO  in  Portu- 
gal and  Brazil,  will  headquarter  in 
Barcelona. 

Nylund  at  one  time  distributed 
RKO  product  in  Finland  through  his 
own  company.  Oslo  will  be  his  op- 
erational base. 


Wilby-Kincey  Out-bid 
For  Fox  "Miss  Pilgrim" 

Charlotte — Wilby-Kincev  has  been 
outbid  for  20th-Fox's  "The  Shock- 
ing Miss  Pilgrim"  in  three  situations. 
Top  bids  for  the  picture  were  made 
by  B  &  L  Enterprises,  for  the  Colon- 
ial Theater,  Raleigh;  H.  B.  Meisel- 
man,  for  the  Manor,  Charlotte,  and 
Ed  Curts,  for  the  Ritz,  Greenville, 
S.  C. 


Theater  Specification 
Bill  in  Mo.  Assembly 

St.  Louis  —  A  bill  providing  de- 
tailed specifications  for  existing  as 
well  as  future  places  of  amusement 
has  been  given  a  first  reading  in  the 
Missouri  General  Assembly  upper 
house.  Introduced  by  Senator  Madi- 
son, measure  provides  violations  of 
its  regulations  regarding  seats, 
exits,  aisles,  etc.,  shall  constitute  a 
misdemeanor. 


COminG  and  G0H1G 


R.  A.  DAVIS,  of  the  Martin-Davis  circuit  of 
theaters  in  Alabama  and  Florida,  and  MRS 
DAVIS   were    Atlanta    visitors. 

BABE  COHEN,  branch  manager  for  Mono- 
gram Southern  Exchanges,  Atlanta,  is  back  at 
his   desk  after  a  visit  to   Florida. 

SOPHIE  ROSENSTEIN,  Warner  studio  dramatic 
coach,  is  back  on  the  Coast  from  a  four-month 
talent-scouting    tour    of    England    and    ti^^Con- 

ART  MOGER,  Warners'  field  public^^pions 
man  for  New  England,  returns  to  his  Boston 
headquarters  today  from  home  office  confer- 
ences. 

CURTIS  MITCHELL,  Paramount's  publicity  and 
advertising  director,  returned  from  Washington 
yesterday. 

MARTHA  VICKERS  has  left  here  for  the 
Coast. 

GREGOR  RABINOVITCH,  producer,  arrives  to-  ^ 
day  on  the  S.S.   America. 

LON  CHANEY  and  his  wife  will  leave  Holly- 
wood next  week  for  a  month's  vacation  ir 
Mexico. 

RALPH  McCOY,  Eagle-Lion  rep.,  Atlanta  i; 
on  a  flying  trip  to  Jacksonville  and  Miami, 
Florida. 

EUGENE  BIXBY,  head  of  the  accounting  de- 
partment, PRC  Eagle-Lion,  Atlanta,  is  in  Yazoc 
City,   Miss.,   called   by    illness   in   the  family. 

C.  H.  ROEBUCK,  special  sales  rep.  for  PRC  in 
Atlanta,  is  on  a    Florida   trip. 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  captain  of  RKO's  1947 
Ned  Depinet  drive,  will  be  at  the  company'" 
Chicago  exchange  Monday  and  in  Milwaukee 
the  following  day. 

MARCEL  HELLMAN  who  is  producing  pic- 
tures in  England  for  world-wide  release,  in  as- 
sociation with  20rh-Fox  leaves  Sunday  for 
Hollywood.  Hellman  will  return  to  New  York 
en   route  to  London,  April   15. 

ANN  MARSTERS,  American  Film  editor  back 
from    vacation    trip. 

JOHN  JONES  due  in  Hollywood  tomorrow, 
when  his  brother,  AARON  returns  from  Floridc 
vacation. 

W.  J.  KUPPER,  20th-Fox,  left  Chicago  for  De- , 
troit  yesterday  for   conferences. 

BRIAN   AHERNE  arrived    in   New   York   yester-j 
day   from    the   Coast  and    will    go   into    rehearsal 
for    a     revival    of    "The     Barretts     of    WimpoleJ 
Street"   with    Katherine   Cornell. 

LEON  BAMBERGER,  RKO  sales  promotion- 
chief,  will  address  the  American  Public  Rela- 
tions  Association    in   Washington   on   Monday. 

KAREN  X.  GAYLORD,  MARY  ELLEN  GLEA 
SON,  LIANA  MUMBY,  MARTHA  MONTGOM 
ER,  LORRAINE  DE  ROME,  and  ALICE  WAL 
LASE,  the  Goldwyn  Girls  returned  to  New  Yorf 
last  night  from  a  tour  of  15  capitals  of  the 
Caribbean   and   South   American    republics. 

CHARLES  SCHLAIFER  20th-Fox  ad-publicity- 
exploitation  director,  leaves  Monday  on  a  South- 
ern trip  that  will  take  him  to  Charlotte,  At- 
lanta,  Jacksonville  and   Miami. 

ALFRED  W.  SCHWALBERG,  vee-pee  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  heads  E-L's  exec,  en- 
tourage to  Boston  where  "The  Adventuress" 
preems  tonight  at  the  Majestic  Theater.  Ac- 
companying him  are:  MAX  YOUNGSTEIN,  ad- 
pub  chief;  ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  exploitation  man- 
ager; FRANK  LAUNDER,  director,  co-author 
and   co-producer   of   the   pic. 

BOB  WEITMAN  returns  to  Manhattan,  Mon- 
day. 


SEfiD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIMS  TO: 

Mar.  14 

Gilbert  L.  Becker  Gordon  Wilson 

Charles   Francis   Reisner 

Mar.  15 


George  Brent 
Carl  Leserman 
Eddie   White 

Mar. 
Roger    Clark 
Gus   Schlesinger 
Marion    Byron 


Lawrence    Tierney 
Frances  Grant 
Lorraine    Eddy 
16 

Conrad  Nagel 
Harrison  Ford 
"Hap"  Hadley 


I  he  lusty  story 
of  those  lawless  days 
when   frontier   Kansas 
roared  -  when  badmen 
ruled  and  women  had 
no  say  -  when  it  took 
a  fearless  two-gun 
fighting   man   to  tame 
a   town   wilder  than 
Dodge  City . . .  Big  "Bat" 
Masterson,  the  famous 
U.S.  Marshal  whose 
shooting  arm  wrote 
history  in  the 
making  of  a 
mighty  State! 


R   K  O 
RADIO 

"Sure 


Produced  by  NAT  HOLT  •  Directed  by  RAY  ENRIGHT  •  Screen  Play  by  Norman  Houston  and  Gene  Lewis 


starring 


RANDOLPH  SCOTT-  ROBERT  RYAN 
ANNE  JEFFREYS-GEORGE  gabby  HAYES 


MADGE  MEREDITH*  STEVE  BRODIE  •  BILLY  HOUSE 


A 


-Blasting  out  the  big  news  about  a 
great  action  entertainment  to  the  readers  of  the 

88,421,433 

CIRCULATION 

of  National  Magazines  like  Life  -  Look  -  Saturday 
Evening  Post -Cosmopolitan -True -22  Pulp  Favor- 
ites-Fan Publications  . . .  with  full-color  comic-strip 
type  ads  in  the  Magazine  Sections  of  Supple- 
ments   of    101    important    Sunday    Newspapers! 
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(oast  Production  Up 
7  Per  Cent  Last  Year 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tion  of  "shorts"  increased  5.4  per 
cent  as  "numerous  wartime  restric- 
tions on  production  were  eased  and 
hundreds  of  employes  returned  to  the 
studsss  and  laboratories  following 
set  '^J  in  the  armed  forces,"  Breen 
saia. 
Breen's  report  was  one  of  a  series 

PCA  during  1946  rejected  91  books, 
plays,  treatments  and  scripts  as  vio- 
lating code  provisions.  Of  these,  62 
were  "basically  objectionable"  and  29 
were  "objectionable  in  part." 

The  PCA  staff  read  a  total  of  928 
scripts — a  6.4  per  cent  increase  over 
the  872  scripts  analyzed  in  1945. 

of  department  roundups  submitted 
to  MPAA  President  Eric  A.  John- 
ston in  lieu  of  the  Association's  an- 
nual report. 

Last  year's  production  of  397  fea- 
tures compared  with  371  features  in 
1945.  Short  production  was  549  dur- 
ing 1946,  compared  with  521  in  1945. 

Breen  classified  the  approved  fea- 
ture-length films  as  melodramas, 
westerns,  dramas,  crime,  comedy  and 
miscellaneous,  the  latter  including 
fantasy  and  folklore. 

Melodramas  ranked  first  in  num- 
ber, and  of  these  47  were  mysteries. 
Westerns  more  than  held  their  own 
during  1946,  with  88  produced  com- 
pared with  73  westerns  in  1945.  The 
list  of  dramas  listed  "social  prob- 
lem" dramas  as  most  numerous,  with 
comedies  second. 

At  the  same  time  Breen  reported 
that  original  screen  stories  were  the 
basis  of  more  than  62  per  cent  of  the 
feature  motion  pictures  approved  by 
PCA  last  year. 

Breen  said  source  material  of  other 
approved  pictures  covered  a  wide 
range.  Sixty-five  novels  served  as 
the  basis  for  features;  22  stage  plays 
were  used;  10  radio  plays;  10  pub- 
lished short  stories,  and  14  cartoon 
strips  provided  film  material. 


Condon  Bill  to  Governor 

Albany — The  Assembly  has  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Governor  the  Condon 
bill,  to  amend  the  general  business 
law  to  exempt  from  regulations  for 
motion  picture  projection  machine 
booths,  place  of  public  assembly  de- 
fined in  and  subject  to  provisions  of 
Labor  Law. 


Drive-in  Measure 
In  Quebec  Assembly 

Montreal — The  Quebec  Provincial 
Government  has  placed  on  the  agen- 
da paper  of  the  legislative  assembly 
notice  of  a  new  Government  bill  to 
amend  the  Moving  Pictures  Act  in 
respect  to  open  air  performances. 
Premier  Maurice  Duplessis  will  move 
the  bill  but  details  have  not  yet 
been  disclosed. 


PHIL  M.  DALY 


Week-end  Memos 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  It  may  be  Judge  Joseph  E.  McMahon  at  Re- 
public after  next  Tuesday Republic's  secretary  and  labor  rela- 
tions  counsel  is    a   candidate   for   police   justice   on   the   Citizens   Party 

ticket  in  Malverne He  can  count  on  Phil  M.'s  vote.  ...     •   Charles 

Boyer  and  Ingrid  Bergman  are  staging  a  reunion  in  a  Broadway  re- 
cording studio  today  to  record  additional  dialogue  to  complete  the  sound 
track  of  Enterprise's  "Arch  of  Triumph.".  .  .  •  Vincent  Trotta,  Jr.,  son 
of  the  National  Screen  Service  art  director,  has  been  elected  president 
of  the  student  body  of  the  Rhodes  School.  ...  •  It  seems  as  how 
that  Washington  dispatch  reporting  Harry  Truman  to  be  the  first  Presi- 
dent since  Woodrow  Wilson  to  attend  a  Capital  film  theater  erred 

Calvin  Coolidge  was  among  those  present  at  the  opening  of  the  Wash- 
ington Fox.  ...  •  RKO  will  release  Maurice  Chevalier's  first  post- 
war  film,    "Man   About    Town"   in    the   Fall The   National    Negro 

Congress  is  plotting  a  Hollywood  film  chapter.  ...  •  Look  for  one 
exhib. -distributor  who  will  soon  offer  foreign  vaude  stars  as  added  at- 
tractions to  his  regular  foreign  film  fare.  ...  •  Jose  Shorr  of  Colum- 
bia has  placed  two  articles  with  This  Week  Magazine.  ...  •  The 
New  Republic  inaugurates  a  new  movie  guide  in  its  March  17  issue.  .  . 

•  Borrowing  a  leaf  from  the  book  of  the  New  York  Paramount,  Vanity 
Fair  is  reducing  the  high  cost  of  loving  by  eliminating  both  minimum 
and  cover  charges.  ...  •  Paramount's  new  amateur  dramatic  group, 
the  Para-Troupers,  will  bow  in  with  the  presentation  of  "Night  of  Janu- 
ary 16"  at  the  Barbizon  Plaza  Sunday  night.  ...  •  There  is  a  new 
important  theater  deal  in  the  closing  stage.  ...  •  Edward  Chetfitz, 
former  CIO  exec,  now  an  assistant  to  Eric  A.  Johnston,  is  in  Holly- 
wood from  Washington  to  assist  in  working  on  a  film  industry  pic  on 
the  nation's  production.  ...  •  Didja  note  that  Loyd  Wright,  fi'.m  at- 
torney, is  one  of  Howard  Hughes'  nominees  for  the  board  of  TWA? 

V  ▼  T 

•  •  •  "PREACHER  EVICTS  PAIR  for  going  to  a  movie,"  read  the 
N.  Y.  World-Te'.egram  headline  over  an  Indianapolis  dispatch  in  which 
the  cleric,  justifying  the  ouster  of  the   couple  and  their  three-month-old 

twins  was  quoted  saying "My  church  takes  a  definite  stand  against 

movies  because  of  their  low  moral  standards" Recommended  read- 
ing for  the  cleric  in  question:  Mark  X,  14 First  Corinthians,  XIII,  13. 

▼        T        T 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  United  Artists  is  reported  now  accepting 
competitive  bids  in  the  Charlotte  territory.  ...  •  There  is  no  British 
film  representative  included  in  the  official  British  delegation  to  the 
Geneva  world  trade  conference.  ...     •  Flu  epidemics  are  hitting  the 

box  office  in  the  Middle  West Film  exchanges,  too,   are  suffering 

from  absenteeism.  ...  •  State  labor  is  strongly  behind  the  film  in- 
dustry in  opposing  the  Dewey  tax  program  with  its  provision  for  a 
county  and  city  amusement  tax Tom  Murfa,  legislative  representa- 
tive of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor,  was  in  the  industry's  delegation 
which  visited  Albany  this  week.  ...  ©It  was  left  for  the  Atlanta 
tent  to  hold  the  first  Variety  Club  meeting  on  record  in  a  Federal  Peni- 
tentiary   The  Atlanta   Barkers  were   guests  of   Warden  Joseph  W. 

Sanford.  ...  •  What  with  Joe  Bernhard  heading  Film  Classics,  George 
J.  Schaefer  acquiring  more  than  350  Universal  pictures  of  re-issue  and 
the  Broder  Brothers  of  Detroit  securing  re-issue  rights  to  40  UA  features, 

there   is  plenty  doing  in  the  re-issue  field   these  days And   don't 

be  surprised  if  there  is  still  more  in  the  not  too  distant   future.   .  .   . 

•  The  British  Film  Producers  Association  is  sending  a  permanent  repre- 
sentative to  Czechoslovakia. 

V  T  ▼ 


Exhib.  Bid  Demands 
Flood  Exchanges 


Exhibitors  are  playing  "ready  or 
not,  here  we  come"  in  the  matter 
of  bids  for  product,  according  to  re- 
ports from  exchange  keys.  With  dis- 
tributors instructed  by  the  decree  in 
the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  to  consider  all 
voluntary  bids,  exhibs.  are  appar- 
ently swamping  exchanges  with 
offers,  even  though  the  branches  are 
not  all  equipped  to  handle  them. 

Branch  managers  would  be  violat- 
ing the  decree  if  films  were  licensed 
to  others  when  such  bids  are  on 
record  so  each  must  be  considered, 
sometimes  by  staffs  not  ready  for 
such  consideration.  Theatermen  are 
also  informing  exchanges  that  they 
wish  to  bid  on  particular  films,  re- 
sulting in  minor  delays  in  releasing 
schedules. 


20th-Fox  Seeks  Bids  From 
Chicago  Area  Situations 

Chicago — Twentieth-Fox  is  asking 
for  first  run  bids  by  Gus  Constant's 
Avon  Theater,  Decatur,  and  Louis 
Philon'e  Liberty,  Michigan  City,  Ind. 
Van  Nomikos  bid  in  "My  Darling 
Clementine"  for  his  Olympic  in 
Cicero,  while  "Margie"  this  week  will 
be  offered  to  the  Anetta,  Palace  and 
Olympic  Theaters  in  that  city. 


Park-In  Theaters  Wins 
Drive-in  Patent  Action 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Court  handed  down  a  decision  in  fa- 
vor   of    Park-In   Theaters,    Inc.,   of 
Camden,  N.  Y.,  in  its  suit  against 
Loew. 

Action,  filed  April  30,  1941,  sued 
for  recovery  of  royalties  under  a  li- 
cense agreement  and  for  infringe- 
ment damages  of  patent  No.  1,909,- 
537.  Court  handed  down  an  inter- 
locutory decision,  with  the  amounts 
of  royalties  due  and  infringement 
damages  to  be  decided  after  subse- 
quent hearings. 


R.  D.  Blubaugh  Dies 

Omaha— E.  D.  Blubaugh,  MPTOA 
charter  member,  who  with  his  son, 
Clarence,  ran  a  theater  in  Fort 
Scott,  Kans.,  from  1911  to  1918,  is 
dead.  His  son  is  now  an  area  M-G-M 
salesman. 


Two-Way  Play  Deal 
Is  Set  by  Sperling 

"Ever  the  Beginning,"  play  by 
Lucille  S.  Prumbs  and  Sarah  B.  Smith, 
has  been  acquired  by  Milton  Sper- 
ling, president  of  United  States  Pic- 
tures, in  a  two-way  deal  under  which 
he  will  produce  both  the  Broadway 
play  and  screen  versions.  Sperling 
is  negotiating  with  Richard  Rodgers 
and  Oscar  Hammerstein  II  to  write 
words  and  music.  Hollywood  version 
is  to  star  Lilli  Palmer,  who  made 
her  debut  in  "Cloak  and  Dagger." 


The  ANGEL 

Harry  Arthur 
and  the  BAD 
week  in  his  HI 


The  "ANGEL"  flies  high 
In  San  Francisco,  3  weeks 
In  Denver,  hold-over 
In  Baltimore,  3  weeks 
In  New  Orleans,  move-over 
In  Oklahoma  City,  hold-over 


-*m» 


flies  high  in  St  Louis! 

holds  John  Wayne's  ANGEL 
MAN  over  the  second  big 
issouri  Theatre,  St.  Louis! 
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Academy  Awards  for 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Awards  for  scientific 
or  technical  achievements  are  be- 
stowed "upon  recommendation  of  the 
Academy  Of  M.  P.  Arts  and  Sciences 
Research  Council,  for  a  device, 
method,  formula,  discovery  or  inven- 
tion of  special  and  outstanding  value 
to  the  art  or  science  of  motion  pic- 
tures." 

Nominations  are  considered  for 
possible  recognition  under  the  follow- 
ing three  classifications  subject  to 
the  requirements  listed:  Awards  in 
Class  I  (Academy  statuette)  —  for 
those  achievements  which  have  a 
basic  influence  upon  the  industry. 

Awards  in  Class  II  (plaque)  for 
those  achievements  which  have  a 
definite  influence  upon  the  industry 
but  merit  recognition  to  a  lesser  de- 
gree than  the  Class  I  award. 

Awards  in  Class  III  (honorable 
mention  in  report  of  Research  Coun- 
cil) for  those  accomplishments  which 
are  important  to  the  progress  of  the 
industry. 

This  year  the  Academy  Research 
Council  reviewed  the  nominations 
and  bestowed  awards  for  scientific 
or  technical  achievements  as  follows: 
Awards  in  Class  I  (statuette) 
none. 

Awards  in  Class  II  (plaque)  none. 
Awards    in    Class    III    (honorable 
mention  in  report  of  Research  Coun- 
cil).   To: 

Harlan  L.  Baumbach  and  Para- 
mount West  Coast  Laboratory,  for 
an  improved  method  for  quantitative 
determination  of  Hydroquinone  and 
Metol  photographic  development.  By 
permitting  the  determination  of 
Hydroquinone  and  Metol  in  the  same 
extract,  the  method  compared  to 
past  procedures,  offers  a  more  rapid 
means  of  analysis  with  increased  ac- 
curacy and  safety; 

Herbert  E.  Britt,  for  development 
and  application  of  formulas  and 
equipment  for  producing  cloud  and 
smoke  effects.  Britt  formulas  and 
equipment  provide  a  simple  and  effec- 
tive method  of  producing  cloud  fog 
smoke  and  steam  effects; 

Burton  F.  Miller  and  Warner  Bros., 
for  developing  of  a  motion  picture 
arc  lighting  generator  filter.  This 
equipment  completely  suppresses 
noise  from  arc  lamps  thus  removing 
a  recording  difficulty  which  has  been 
encountered  on  sets  since  arc  lamps 
have  been  used.  By  its  use  all  com- 
bination and  individual  arc  lamp 
chokes  are  eliminated,  resulting  in 
saving  of  time  on  sets,  labor  saving 
in  transporting,  installing  and  main- 
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ROSE  MARY  BITTEL,  assistant  cashier,  Para- 
mount,  Syracuse. 

ROSE  CLEMENTE,  home  office  staff,  Walter 
Reade  circuit. 


HOW  THE  "OSCARS"  ARE  SELECTED 

All   1946   Releases   Eligible   for   Consideration   With    Five 
Nominees  in  Each  Bracket  Voted  by  Academy  Branches 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Announcement  last 
night  of  the  Academy  Awards  for 
1946  was  the  culmination  of  months 
of  preparation  on  the  part  of  Acad- 
emy officials  and  members. 

To  begin  with,  a  list  of  409  pic- 
tures produced  and  released  during 
1946  was  compiled  and  approved  by 
the  Academy.  This  list  became  part 
of  the  official  nominations  ballots 
that  were  mailed  to  eligible  voters 
on  Jan.  16. 

The  master  list,  with  two  vari- 
ances, governed  seven  "Oscars," 
emblematic  of  top  achievement  in 
acting,  best  production,  direction, 
music  and  writing.  The  variances 
applied  to  the  music  and  writing 
awards.  In  the  former,  members  of 
the  Academy's  music  branch  selected 
nominees  for  three  awards  from  a 
list  to  govern  each  award  considera- 
tion. 

The  first,  for  the  best  musical 
scoring  of  a  dramatic  or  comedy  film, 
was  governed  by  a  list  of  379  pic- 
tures. Selection  of  nominees  for 
the  best  scoring  of  a  musical  pic- 
ture was  made  from  a  list  of  30 
films,  while  candidates  for  the  best 
song  award  were  chosen  from  a  list 
of  124  songs  written  for  and  first 
used  in  a  motion  picture. 

Writer  candidates  were  selected 
from  a  list  of  404  pictures,  five  of 
the  master  list — all  were  adaptations 
of  pictures  or  subject  matter  previ- 
ously screened  —  having  been 
dropped. 

46  Foreign  Pix  Included 

Master  list  included  46  foreign- 
made  pictures,  including  24  from 
Britain,  eight  from  Russia,  six  from 
France,  three  each  from  Sweden  and 
Italy  and  one  each  from  Switzer- 
land and  Mexico. 

A  total  of  11,669  nominating  bal- 
lots were  mailed  on  Jan.  16.  Selec- 
tions for  the  15  music  award  nomi- 
nees were  made  by  the  music  branch 
and  other  candidates  were  named 
by  members  of  the  branches  affected, 
assisted  by  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  various  guilds  represent- 
ing these  branches  in  the  industry. 
Ballots  were  sent  to  8,846  mem- 
bers   of   the    Screen   Actors    Guild, 


1,005  members  of  the  Screen  Writers 
Guild,  and  283  members  of  the 
Screen  Directors  Guild. 

Nominations  for  the  best  produc- 
tion were  made  by  the  entire  Acad- 
emy membership  and  announcement 
of  successful  nominees  was  made 
early  in  February. 

From  these  nominations  made  by 
specialists  in  the  various  branches 
of  production,  the  entire  Academy 
membership  voted  to  select  last 
night's  "Oscar"  winners. 

Deadline  for  casting  votes  was 
midnight,  March  8  and  the  ballots 
were  counted  by  Price,  Waterhouse 
Co.,  official  accountants  for  the 
Academy.  It  is  estimated  that  90  per 
cent  of  the  1,610  eligible  voters  cast 
ballots. 

First  Public  Audience 

Last  night's  award  ceremonies 
marked  a  departure  from  former 
"Oscar"  presentations.  The  gen- 
eral public  was  admitted  to  the  af- 
fair for  the  first  time  in  19  years. 
With  scales  set  at  $3.60  and  $4.80, 
3,500  tickets  were  sold  for  the  bal- 
cony of  the  Shrine  Auditorium, 
while  3,200  ground  floor  seats,  at 
higher  prices,  were  held  for  mem- 
bers of  the  Academy,  industry  rep- 
resentatives and  guests,  and  the 
press. 

An  added  vantage  point  for  fans 
was  a  bleachers  accommodating  1,000 
persons  built  across  from  the  Shrine 
Auditorium.  Loudspeakers  kept  fans 
up  to  date  with  the  arrivals  of  per- 
sonalities. 

Of  18  previous  Awards  Nights,  15 
were  banquets  and  the  other  three 
were  held  in  Grauman's  Chinese 
Theater. 

Jack  Benny  was  master  of  cere- 
monies of  the  extravaganza  pro- 
gram developed  by  Mervyn  LeRoy 
and  his  awards  presentation  com- 
mittee. Entire  presentation  and  the 
live  entertainment  that  went  with  it 
were  broadcast  over  the  American 
Broadcasting  Co.  network,  as  well 
as  over  the  11  San  Francisco  and 
New  York  Armed  Forces  Radio  Serv- 
ice short  wave  stations. 

Show  included  special  motion  pic- 
tures, spot  numbers  by  top  person- 
alities and  a  virtual  parade  of  stars. 


VI.  Theater  Charges 
Trus!  Law  Violation 


taining  individual  chokes.  Thus,  it 
improves  quality  and  decreases  cost 
of  producing  motion  pictures; 

Carl  Faulkner  of  20th  Century-Fox 
Sound  Dept.,  for  reversed  bias 
method,  including  a  double  bias 
method,  for  light  valve  and  galva- 
nometer density  recording.  This 
method  of  bias  applied  to  sound  re- 
cording, increases  range  and  pre- 
vents distortion  in  form  of  overload. 
It  increases  volume  range  by  reduc- 
ing noise  level  and  by  increasing 
maximum  undistorted  signal  level. 
Result  is  an  increased  dynamic  vol- 
ume range  in  theater; 

Mole  -  Richardson  Company,  for 
type  450  super  high  intensity  car- 
bon arc  lamp.    This  super  high  in- 


tensity lamp  is  important  both  pho- 
tographically and  economically.  By 
providing  a  greater  light  intensity 
from  a  single  source  it  is  possible  to 
create  more  brilliant  highlights  and 
deeper  shadows,  which  heighten  dra- 
matic effect  on  screen.  It  delivers 
twice  light  output  of  any  previous 
unit  and  with  greater  efficiency; 

Arthur  F.  Blinn,  Robert  O.  Cook, 
C.  O.  Slyfield  and  Walt  Disney  Sound 
Dept.,  for  design  and  development  of 
an  audio  finder  and  track  viewer  for 
checking  and  locating  noise  in  sound 
tracks.  This  equipment  consists  of 
a  sound  head  to  locate  noise  in  sound 
tracks  and  a  projection  viewer,  which 
projects  and  enlarges  track  so  that 
noise   which    is    difficult   to   locate 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
erating     Co.,     Paramount,     Loew's 
20th-Fox,   Warners,   United  Artists 
Universal,  Columbia,  RKO,  and  Re 
public. 

John  E.  Voudoukis,  describ^fcas  ; 
wealthy  oil  dealer,  control^*  at 
Amusements,  as  well  as  opeWtinj 
the  Ritz  Theater,  Gorham,  N.  H.  Sui 
charges  that  the  defendants  hav< 
conspired  to  restrain  and  monopoliz. 
interstate  commerce  in  motion  pic 
ture  films.  Interstate,  it  is  alleged 
manages  approximately  32  Nev 
England  theaters,  while  Rockinghan 
operates  the  Opera  House,  Bellow 
Falls. 

Complaint  says  that  as  a  result  o 
conspiracy,  Interstate  and  Rocking 
ham  have  overbought  product  of  th< 
defendant  distributors  who  have  re 
fused  to  sell  any  products  to  thi 
plaintiff  on  first-run,  and  that  ai 
illegal  clearance  of  60  to  90  days  ha: 
been  imposed  in  favor  of  first-rui 
houses. 

George  S.  Ryan  is  the  attorney  fo: 
State  Amusements. 


audibly    can    be    accurately    founc 
visually; 

Burton  F.  Miller  and  Warne: 
Bros.  Sound  Dept.,  for  design  an( 
application  of  an  equalizer  to  elimin 
ate  relative  spectral  energy  distor 
tion  in  electronic  compressors.  Ex 
aggeration  of  sibilant  speech  sound: 
produced  by  electronic  volume  com 
pressors  results  in  overemphasis  o: 
"S"  sounds  in  theater  reproduction 

Marty  Martin  and  Hal  Adkins  o: 
RKO  Radio  Miniature  Department 
for  design  and  construction  of  equip 
ment  providing  visual  bullet  effects 
This  new  method,  accomplished  with 
out  the  use  of  explosives  realistically 
produces  effect  of  glass  being  shat- 
tered or  metal  being  struck  by  bul- 
lets without  actual  damage  to  object 

Harold  Nye  and  Warner  Bros 
Electrical  Dept.,  for  development  oi 
electronically  controlled  fire  and  gas- 
light effect.  This  equipment  elec- 
tronically controls  flicker  and  inten- 
sity of  background  and  reinforcing 
lights.  Gas  light  and  fireplace  flames 
must  be  augmented  with  incandes- 
cent light  for  photographic  purposes  ! 
Manually  operated  flasher  and  dim- 
mer combinations  produce  an  arti- 
ficial effect.  This  equipment  auto- 
matically follows  illumination  of  a 
flickering  flame  and  controls  exactly 
flicker  and  intensity  of  reinforcing 
and  background  lights,  resulting  in 
true  realism  on  screen. 


SICK  LIST 


PHIL  GERARD,  of  M-G-M's  home  office 
exploitation  department,  is  recovering  from 
an  operation  at  the  Doctor's  Hospital. 

JACK  SCHWEIDELSON,  owner  of  the 
Cass  Theater,  Omaha,  is  off  work  due  fo 
illness. 
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Goldwyn  Gets  Thalberg  Award; 'Years' Nets  Wine 


ERIC  A.  JOHNSTON 


Wyler,  March  Are  Both 
iTwo-Time  Winners;  20,000 
[Spectators  Greet  Pix  Great 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

the  industry's  most  coveted  prize, 
the  Thalberg  Memorial  Award,  pre- 
sented by  Donald  M.  Nelson,  SIMPP 

Iprexy. 

^-iaUiam    Wyler,    director    of,    and 
Pi       )ic    March, 
s  t  a"T    in    "Best 

llYe  a  r  s  ,"    came 

'away   with    top 

.^honors  in  their  re- 
spective fields. 

JThree  time  Pul- 

i  itzer    Prize    win- 
ner,  Robert   E. 

iSherwood  re- 
ceived an  Oscar 

Ifor    the    film's 

I  screenplay  and   a 

Ijspecial    award 

Was    presented 

I  Harold   Russell, 

i  armed  force  vet- 

ijeran  amputee,  be- 
cause  he   repre- 
sented a  symbol  to  all  the  disabled 
veterans    throughout    the    nation    in 

!  addition  to  an  Oscar  for  his  work  in 
"Best  Years"  as  the  best  supporting 

i  actor.  Also  on  the  glory  trail  was 
Hugo  Friedhofer  for  his  music  score 
and  Daniel  Mandell  for  his  best  edit- 

|  ing  job. 

Hersholt  Welcomes  Public 
Olivia  de  Havilland  was  chosen  as 

|  the  outstanding  actress  for  her  role 
in  Paramount's  "To  Each  His  Own." 
Anne  Baxter  was  presented  with  an 
Oscar  as  the  best  supporting  actress 
for  her  portrayal  in  20th  Fox's  "The 
Razor's  Edge." 

Both  Wyler  and  March  are  two- 
time  winners  in  their  category,  with 
the  former  having  been  chosen  in  the 
1941-42  awards  for  the  direction  of 
M-G-M's  "Mrs.  Miniver,"  and  the 
latter  for  his  starring  role  in  "Dr. 
Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde"  in  the  1931-32 
competition. 

A  crowd  of  20,000  spectators  lined 
the  stands  outside  the  Shrine  Audi- 
torium as  filmdom's  great  filed  into 
the  theater.  Inside  Jean  Hersholt, 
president  of  the  Academy  of  Motion 
Picture  Arts  &  Sciences,  welcomed 
the  audience,  approximately  3,400, 
which  included  the  industry's  famous 


Best  Production  of  1946 


A  SAMUEL  GOLDWYN   PRODUCTION 

Released  through  RKO  Radio  Pictures 

CAST:  MYRNA  LOY  as  Milly  Stephenson;  FREDRIC  MARCH  as  Al  Stephenson,  DANA  ANDREWS 
as  Fred  Derry;  TERESA  WRIGHT  as  Peggy  Stephenson;  VIRGINIA  MAYO  as  Marie  Derry;  CATHY 
O'DONNELL  as  Wilma  Cameron;  HOAGY  CARMICHAEL  as  Butch  Engle;  HAROLD  RUSSELL  as 
Homer  Parrish;  GLADYS  GEORGE  as  Hortense  Derry;  ROMAN  BOHNEN  as  Pat  Derry;  RAY 
COLLINS  as  Mr.  Milton;  MINNA  GOMBELL  as  Mrs.  Parrish;  WALTER  BALDWIN  as  Mr.  Parrish; 
STEVE  COCHRAN  as  Cliff;  DOROTHY  ADAMS  as  Mrs.  Cameron;  DON  BEDDOE  as  Mr.  Cameron; 
VICTOR  CUTLER  as  Woody;  MARLENE  AMES  as  Luella  Parrish;  CHARLES  HALTON  as  Prew;  RAY 
TEAL  as  Mr.  Mollett  HOWARD  CHAMBERLAIN  as  Thoroe;  DEAN  WHITE  as  Novak;  ERSKINE 
SANFORD    as    Bullard;    MICHAEL    HALL    as    Rob    Stephenson. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Samuel  Goldwyn;  Director,  William  Wyler;  Novel,  MacKinlay  Kantor; 
Screenplay,  Robert  E.  Sherwood;  Director  of  Photography,  Gregg  Toland;  Art  Direction,  Perry 
Ferguson,  George  Jenkins;  Film  Editor,  Daniel  Mandell;  Costume  Designer,  Sharaff;  Set  Decora- 
tions, Julia  Heron,  Makeup,  Robert  Stephanoff;  Hair  Stylist,  Marie  Clarke;  Sound  Recorder. 
Richard    De    Weese;    Music,    Hugh    Friedhofer;    Musical    Direction,    Emil    Newman. 


and  the  first  public  audience  to  view 
the  Awards  presentation. 

After  praising  the  current  film  pro- 
duct coming  from  war-ravaged  Eur- 
ope he  presented  a  Special  Award, 
in  the  form  of  the  Academy  Oscar 
Statuette,  to  Laurence  Olivier,  who 
produced,  directed  and  acted  in  the 
J.  Arthur  Rank-Two  Cities  pic. 
Hersholt  paid  special  tribute  to  in- 
creasing number  of  fine  pictures 
emerging  from  war-torn  Europe.  The 
foreig'n-made  films,  as  if  to  make 
themselves  more  conspicuous,  made 
off  with  three  awards  including,  best 
original  screenplay  by  Muriel  and 
Sidney  Box  of  "The  Seventh  Veil," 
a  Rank-Sidney  Box  production;  best 
original  motion  picture  story  by 
Clemence  Dane  of  "Vacation  from 
Marriage,"  London  Prods.,  Ltd.,  and 
special     photographic     effects     in 


"Blithe  Spirit"  by  Thomas  Howard, 
produced  by  Rank  -  Noel  Coward  - 
Cineguild. 

Eric  A.  Johnston,  MPAA  presi- 
dent, in  presenting  the  Academy 
"Oscar"  for  the  best  picture  of  the 
year  to  "Best  Years  of  Our  Lives," 
called  on  Hollywood  to  "give  the 
world  understanding  .  .  .  give  it  ties 
of  friendship  and  affection  which 
come  only  through  knowledge  and 
appreciation." 

Johnston  urged  that  American  in- 
dustryites  "join  with  those  who  work 
in  motion  pictures  throughout  the 
world  to  show  by  example  the  way 
to  a  broader,  happier  life  for  peoples 
everywhere."  Declaring  that  this 
generation  has  "the  tragic  privilege 
of  living  in  the  greatest  human  crisis 
since  the  fall  of  Rome,"  the  MPAA 
president  said  that  it  was  also  true 


Govt.  Produces  Best 
Documentary;  Roll  Call  of 
Former  Winners  Presented 

that  it  "has  the  magnificent  oppor- 
tunity—  the  magnificent  opportunity 
to  mold,  form  and  direct  th2  inevit- 
able changes  of  tomorrow  so  that 
eventually  we  may  have  peace  on 
earth  and  good  will  toward  men." 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.  led  a  group 
of  screendcm's  notables,  which  in- 
cluded Greer  Garson,  Billy  Wilder, 
Robert  Montgomery,  Ronald  Reagan, 
Mervyn  LeRoy  and  Jack  Benny,  in 
presenting  the  various  awards.  Praise 
and  laudatory  phrases  were  the^by- 
word  in  Hollywood's  night  of  nights. 
As  part  of  activities  on  this  gala 
occasion  a  cavalcade  was  shown  of 
all  the  previous  films  that  won  the 
best  production  award.  Presented 
also  was  a  Parade  of  Stars  wherein 
stars  and  featured  players  of  prev- 
ious award  winning  films  were  pre- 
sented. Mention  in  reverence,  during 
this  performance  were  two  of  our 
greatest  artists,  now  long  deceased, 
Marie  Dressier,  for  her  work  in  "Min 
and  Bill,"  and  George  Arliss,  for  his 
portrayal  of  and  in  "Disraeli." 

Capturing  the  award  for  the  best 
short  subject  documentary  produc- 
tion was  the  U.  S.  War  Dept.  film, 
"Seeds  of  Destiny."  Warner  Bros.' 
Gordon  Hollingshead  was  the  winner 
and  producer  of  the  one-reel  and  two- 
reel  shorts  classification.  Frederick 
Qu.mby,  M-G-M  producer,  won  the 
award  for  the  cartoon  subject. 

In  the  music  department  Morris 
Stoloff  was  honored  with  an  Oscar 
for  the  best  scoring  of  a  musical 
picture.  While  the  winner  for  the 
best  original  song  was  "On  The 
Atchison^  Topeka  and  Sante  Fe," 
music  by  Harry  Warren;  lyrics  by 
Johnny  Mercer.  In  the  cinematog- 
raphy class  Arthur  Miller  took  the 
honors  for  the  black-and-white  ver- 
sion of  20th-Fox's  "Anna  and  The 
King  of  Siam";  the  presentation 
which  also  took  the  award  for  black- 
and-white  art  direction;  color  cam- 
era work  went  to  Charles  Rasher, 
Leonard  Smith  and  Arthur  Ailing 
for  M-G-M's  "The  Yearling,"  which 
also  got  the  award  for  the  best  art 
direction  in  color.  For  the  best  sound 
recording  achievement  an  Oscar  was 
given  to  John  Livadary  for  Colum- 
bia's "The  Jplson  Story." 
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"Over  the  Sante  Fe 
Trail" 

with  Ken  Curtis,  Jennifer  Holt,  Guy  Kibbee 
Columbia  63  Mins. 

ENTERTAINMENT -LOADED  WESTERN 
HAS  PLENTY  DOING  ALL  THE  TIME, 
WORTH  WHILE. 

A  medicine  show  proves  the  undoing  of 
the  outlaw  element  this  time.  That  show 
has  the  Hoosier  Hotshots.  Also  involved  in 
the  proceedings  are  the  DeCastro  Sisters 
and  Art  West  and  His  Sunset  Riders.  For 
feminine  interest  Jennifer  Holt  and  Noel 
Neill  are  on  hand.  To  give  the  show  the 
right  touches  Guy  Kibbee  is  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, loquaciously,  and  Holmes  Her- 
bert figures  also. 

Traveling  through  Texas  the  troupe  is 
constantly  being  robbed  immediately  after 
successful  performances.  They  are  on  the 
fed  up  side.  It  is  Herbert's  skullduggery 
that  is  keeping  the  outfit  broke.  Ken  Cur- 
tis and  Guinn  Williams  pop  up  on  the  scene 
while  the  actors  are  encamped. 

Curtis  is  later  framed  for  a  bank  rob- 
bery and  murder.  A  lynch  party  wants  to 
give  him  a  hemp  cravat.  He  is  able  to  get 
off  to  New  Mexico  where  a  trap  is  set  for 
the  culprits.  The  Hot  Shots  are  also  framed. 
In  due  time  the  gang  of  outlaws  is  taken 
after  the  usual  concluding  punctuation  of 
a  pun  battle. 

There's  something  doing  all  the  time  in 
this  one.  Ray  Nazzaro  is  the  director. 

CAST:  Ken  Curtis,  Jennifer  Holt,  Guy  Kib- 
bee, Guinn  Williams,  Noel  Neill,  Holmes  Her- 
bert, George  Chesebro,  Jim  Diehl,  Frank  LaRue, 
Steve  Clark,  Julian  Rivero,    Nolan   Leary. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Colbert  Clark;  Director 
Ray  Nazzaro;  Screenplay,  Louise  Rousseau; 
Story,  Eileen  Gary;  Cameraman,  George  F.  Kel- 
ley;  Film  Editor,  Robert  Hoover;  Art  Direction, 
Charles  Clague;  Set  Decoration,  Robert  Brad- 
field:  Musical  Director,  Paul  Mertz;  Sound, 
Lambert   Day. 

DIRECTION,    Okay.         PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


"Trail  to  San  Antone" 

with  Gene  Autry,  Peggy  Stewart 
Republic  67  Mins. 

GOOD  AUTRY  NUMBER  HAS  MODERN 
TOUCHES,  NEAT  HANDLING  IN  STORY 
DIVISION. 

One  thing  you  can  always  be  sure  about 
in  the  Gene  Autry  westerns  is  that  the 
story  is  modern  times  stuff.  Also,  the  girls 
are  attractive,  the  music  has  a  lilt,  is  given 
out  in  the  popular  Autry  manner.  Add 
these  up,  load  the  action  elements  in  and 
the  result  is  solid  outdoor  entertainment. 

On  his  return  from  the  Army  Autry  finds 
himself  owner  of  a  blooded  stallion,  race- 
track material.  It  was  secured,  with  his 
money,  by  his  ranch  hands.  Soon  Peggy 
Stewart  comes  literally  flying  to  the  scene 
claiming  the  horse.  Seems  there  was  a  bit 
of  a  mixup  in  the  transaction.  Autry  settles 
with  her.  Immediately  the  unbroken  beast 
bolts  for  the  range.  It  comes  out  later  the 
animal  was  stolen  and  then  sold.  A  jockey 
and  his  brother  come  into  the  picture.  They 
turn  out  to  be  more  or  less  well-meaning 
culprits  and  Autry  takes  to  them.  A  good 
deal  of  open  range  chase  business  ensues, 
the  whole  winding  up  at  the  racetrack. 

CAST:  Gene  Autry,  Peggy  Stewart,  Sterling 
Holloway,  William  Henry,  John  Duncan,  Tris- 
tram Coffin,  Dorothy  Vaughan,  Edward  Keane, 
Ralph  Peters,  The  Cass  County   Boys,   Champion. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Armand  Schaefer;  Direc- 
tor, John  English;  Screenplay,  Jack  Natteford, 
Luci  Ward;  Cameraman,  William  Bradford; 
Musical  Director,  Morton  Scott;  Musical  Score, 
Joseph  Dubin;  Film  Editor,  Charles  Craft;  Art 
Director,  Gano  Chittenden;  Set  Decorations, 
John    McCarthy,    Jr.,    Earl   Wooden. 

DIRECTION,    Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY     Fine. 


"Ivan  the  Terrible" 

with    Nikolai  Cherkassov 
Artkino  96    Mins. 

MOST  IMPRESSIVE  POST-WAR  SOVIET 
OFFERING;  SHOULD  HOLD  OUT 
LENGHTHILY. 

Sergei  Eisenstein  has  fashioned  in  this 
first  part  of  "Ivan  the  Terrible''  a  pon- 
derous, monumental  film  with  touches  of 
some  of  the  finest  Soviet  direction  of  re- 
cent date.  Edward  Tisse,  the  Eisenstein 
came^man  since  even  before  "Potemkin" 
days  filmed  much  of  "Ivan."  Andrie  Mosk- 
/in    assisted    with    interior    lens    work. 

Also  credited  with  the  writing  of  the 
screenplay,  Eisenstein  in  his  dramatic  hand- 
ling of  the  Renaissance  imperial  figure  has 
the  music  of  Serge  Prokofieff  to  enhance 
his   efforts. 

Beginning  on  a  profound,  impressive  note 
of  the  Coronation  of  Ivan,  to  the  dismay  of 
the  Boyar  clans,  the  film  story  traces  his 
successful  military  campaign  against  Kazan, 
his  almost  fatal  illness  on  his  return  from 
that  engagement,  the  death  of  Anastasia, 
his  wife.  Much  palace  intrigue  is  dealt 
with.  At  length  he  restores  the  strength 
of  his  imperial  position  by  choosing  his  ad- 
visers, statesmen  and  military  chiefs  from 
the  people. 

The  audience  that  runs  to  foreign  films 
will  hasten  to  this  one.  Eisenstein  is  among 
the  great  names  in  international  cinema  and  his 
works  will  be  listed,  reviewed,  examined 
exhaustively.  In  "Ivan"  there  is  indication 
of  an  interest  in  religious  symbolism,  treated 
in  stark   manner. 

First  rate  in  the  Eisenstein  manner,  the 
slow-moving  pace  of  the  story  is  constantly 
impressive  and   leaves  an  impact. 

CAST:  Nicolai  Cherkassov,  Ludmila  Tselikov- 
skaya,  Serephima  Birman,  Piotr  Kadochnikov, 
Nazanov,  Alexander  Abriksov,  Vsevolod  Pudov- 
kin,  Mikhail  Zharov,  Alexie  Buchma,  Mikhail 
Ktnetzov. 

CREDITS:  Produced  at  Central  Cinema  Studio; 
Director,  screenplay,  Sergei  Eisenstein;  Photogra- 
phy, Edward  Tisse,  Andrei  Moskvin;  Sets,  Isaac 
Shpinel. 

DIRECTION,  Excellent.         PHOTOGRAPHY, 

Fine. 


"Code  of  the  West" 

with   James   Warren,   Debra   Alden,    John 

Laurenz 
RKO  57  Mins. 

BOOTS  AND  SADDLES,  BULLETS  AND 
BRONCOS  WHIP  THIS  WESTERN  ALONG 
IN  OK  STYLE. 

This  one  is  based  on  a  novel  by  Zane 
Grey.  The  period  is  1880,  the  locale  the 
Arizona  strip. 

Action  content  grows  out  of  claim  jump- 
ing and  the  efforts  of  baddy  elements  to 
thwart  a  banker  from  financing  settlers. 
This  of  course  is  not  at  all  to  the  liking 
of  the  local  loan  shark  and  he  proceeds  to 
make  it  hot.  The  character  also  runs  the 
local  boozeria.  As  the  banker  loans  his 
dough  out  at  fair  rates  Raymond  Burr 
burns  them  out.  Evidence  of  the  dirty  work 
points  to  the  proper  person.  A  lynching  is 
in  the  offing  but  before  it  can  take  place 
the  culprit  makes  off.  He  is  captured  with 
the  usual  quota  of  thrills  which  occur  when 
Warren  lights  out  after  him  and  settles 
his  hash  after  a  bit  of  brawling.  A  ro- 
mantic note  concludes  the  doings. 

Good  production  values  set  off  the  plot 
to  advantage  and  performances  fit  require- 
ment. William  Berke's  direction  is  the  vet- 
eran  variety. 

CAST:  James  Warren,  Debra  Alden,  John 
Laurenz,  Steve  Brodie,  Rita  Lynn,  Robert  Clarke, 
Carol  Forman,  Harry  Woods,  Raymond  Burr, 
Harry    Harvey,    Phil    Warren,    Emmett    Lynn. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Herman  Schlom;  Director, 
William  Berke;  Screenplay  by  Norman  Houston; 
Original  novel,  Zane  Grey;  Cameraman,  Jack 
Mackenzie;  Music,  Paul  Sawtell;  Musical  Di- 
rector, C.  Bakaleinikoff;  Art  Directors  Albert 
S.  D'Agostino,  Lucius  Croxton;  Set  Decorations, 
Darrell  Silvera,  Tom  Oliphant;  Film  Editor,  Er- 
nie Leadley;  Sound,  Jean  L.  Speak,  Roy  Gran- 
ville. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.     PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


"South  of  the 
Chisholm  Trail" 

with  Charles  Starrett,  Smiley  Burnette 
Columbia  58  Mins. 

LATEST  "DURANGO"  KID  ADDITION 
TO   SERIES  COMPARES   FAVORABLY. 

A  conniving  cattle  buyer  tries  to  work 
his  pitch  on  ranchers  who  are  up  against 
it  in  respect  to  getting  their  stock  to  a 
more  profitable  market.  The  local  sheriff 
is  having  a  time  trying  to  keep  rustlers 
under  control  and  ride  herd  on  the  law- 
less element. 

Into  this  situation  rides  Charles  Starrett 
and  via  quick  changes  of  costume  is  al- 
ternately "Steve  Haley"  and  "The  Durango 
Kid,"  saviour  of  the  oppressed  and  all 
around    Robin   Hood    of   the   rangeland. 

He  enlists  Smiley  Burnette's  aid.  Smiley 
joins  the  rustlers  and  becomes  Starrett's 
informant.  The  crook  in  the  case,  Frank 
Sully,  shines  up  to  Starrett  and  makes  a 
deal  to  divert  an  approaching  herd  where 
it  can  be  stampeded.  Instead,  Starrett  pulls 
a  switch  and  the  whole  caboodle  is  handed 
to  the  frontier  gendarmerie. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Smiley  Burnette,  Nan- 
cy Saunders,  Frank  Sully,  Jim  Diehl;  Jack 
Ingram,  George  Chesebro,  Frank  LaRue,  Jacques 
O'Mahoney,  Hank  Newman,  Edward  Parker,  The 
Georgia   Crackers. 

CREDITS:  Producer  Colbert  Clark;  Director, 
Derwin  Abrahams;  Screenplay,  Michael  Sim- 
mons;   Cameraman,    Carter    DeHaven;    Film    Edi- 


"Range  Beyond 
the  Blue" 

with   Eddie   Dean,   Roscoe   Ates 
PRC  53  Mins. 

SONGS  AND  SLUGS  SUPPLIED  COM- 
PETENTLY BY  EDDIE  DEAN;  STAGE- 
COACHES  ET.   AL. 

Helen  Mowery  operates  and  drives  the 
stagecoach  that  figures  prominently  in  the 
action  of  this  Eddie  Dean  offering.  Cer- 
tain elements  are  out  to  get  the  transport 
business.  First  thing  they  do  is  take  out 
the  local  sheriff.  But  along  comes  Dean 
and  Ates  and  the  ensuing  activity  forebodes 
no  success  for   the  criminal  element. 

Spotted  between  the  dramatic  content 
are  a  trio  of  range  ballads  done  well  by 
Dean.  Ates  takes  the  injured  law  officer's 
job  and  immediately  plans  are  laid,  the  trap 
is  indicated  and  soon  the  boys  who  are 
conniving  a  dirty  deal  wind  up  in  the  net 
of  the  law. 

Dean  pretends  to  turn  outlaw  to  get  evi- 
dence. His  hunt  is  fairly  successful  and  he 
thwarts  Bob  Duncan's  scheme.  After  the  re- 
quired slug  slinging  fest  the  piece  is  brought 
to  conclusion.   It  measures. 

CAST:  Eddie  Dean,  Roscoe  Ates,  Helen 
Mowery,  Bob  Duncan,  Ted  Adams  Bill  Ham- 
mond, George  Turner,  Ted  French,  Brad  Slavin, 
Steve   Clark,  The   Sunshine   Boys. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jerry  Thomas;  Director, 
Ray  Taylor;  Screenplay,  Patricia  Harper;  Cam- 
eraman, Robert  Cline;  Sound,  Earl  Sitar;  Set 
Decorator,  Louis  Diage;  Film  Editor  Hugh  Winn; 
Music,  Walter  Greene;  Songs,  Eddie  Dean,  Pete 
Gates,   Bob   Dean,   Hal   Blair. 

DIRECTION,  Okay.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Aver- 
age. 


tor,  Paul  Borofsky;  Art  Director,  Charles 
Clague;  Set  Decorator,  Robert  Bradfield;  Sound, 
Lambert   Day. 

DIRECTION,  Adequate.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 


"Before  Him  All  Rome 
Trembled" 

with  Anna  Magnani,  Gino  Sinimberghi,  Edda 

Albertini 
Superfilm  Dist.  Corp.  105  Mins. 

EXCELLENTLY  DIRECTED  AND  ACTED 
ITALIAN  PIX  DESERVING  FAT  GROSSES 
WITH    PROPER    EXPLOITATION.    A 

An  abundance  of  good  points  ra^P^his 
Italian  pic  in  the  higher  class,  definitely. 
Realism  is  predominant,  in  the  setting  as 
well  as  the  acting.  One  can  follow  the  story 
even  without  English  titles.  The  play  within 
the  play  presents  an  added  attraction, 
beautiful  music  from  the  opera,  "Tosca." 

The  story  concerns  Ada  and  Franco, 
two  opera  singers  ,who  on  the  surface  are 
collaborationists  aiding  the  Nazis  occupy- 
ing Rome.  Actually,  however,  they  are  ac- 
tive underground  workers  whose  mission  is 
to  collect  money  from  the  Nazis,  under 
various  guises,  to  foster  underground  ac- 
tivity. 

One     night     while    Ada    is    entertaining  J 
some     Nazi    officers,     Franco     runs    across  I 
a  wounded   English  agent.  With  the  aid  of  I 
his   voice    teacher,   a    Polish-Jew   in   hiding,  | 
he    nurses    him    back    to    health    and    hides 
him    in   a    subterranean   cellar   of   his   villa. 
Ada    knows    nothng    of    this,    and    in    a    fit 
of  jealousy  comes  to  the  villa  accompanied 
by  a   German   officer.   While    she   is    inside 
he   accidentally    discovers    the   Englishman's' 
hiding  place. 

While  the  Nazis  are  busy  uncovering 
the  incriminating  evidence,  Ada  and  Franco 
are  singing  the  opera  "Tosca,"  which  rivals 
their  predicament.  As  the  opera  progresses 
they  realize  their  fate,  but  also  become 
aware  that  the  mechanics  are  also  mem- 
bers  of  the  underground  unit.  Through  a 
series  of  ingenius  efforts  they  escape  at 
the  climax  of  the  opera.  In  reprisal,  the 
cast,  chorus,  orchestra  and  stagehands  are 
arrested  and  threatened  with  execution 
unless  Franco  gives  himself  up.  He  is  about 
to  when  word  comes  that  the  Allies  have 
entered  Rome.  In  exuberance  he  sings  a 
note  of  victory,  a  note  from  the  opera. 
The  scene  swiftly  changes,  and  he  is  sing-, 
ing  the  same  note  before  the  victorious' 
allies  in  the  Royal  Opera  House  at  Rome. 

Ada  is  magnificently  portrayed  by  Anna 
Magnani,  best  known  for  her  stirring  role 
in  "Open  City,"  and  Gino  Sinimberghi  is 
perfect  as  Franco.  Two  other  outstanding 
parts  are  played  by  Edda  Albertini,  as  Lena,. 
Franco's  maid,  and  Brunno  Gebel,  as  the 
Polish-Jew. 

CAST:  Anna  Magnani,  Gino  Sinimberghi,  Edda 
Albertini,  Brunno  Gebel,  Steffen  Bode-Wab, 
Carlo  Duse,  Joop  Von  Hulzen,  GuidoNotari,  Tina 
Scotti,  Guglielmo  Sinaz,  Guiseppe  Varni,  (Tosca"i 
cast)  Elisabetto  Barbato,  Gino  Sinimberghi,  Tito 
Gobbi,  Giulio  Neri. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Excelsa  Film;  Director, 
Carmine  Gallone;  Music,  Giacomo  Puccini;  Con- 
ducted by  Maestro  Luigi  Ricci;  Photography, 
Anchise  Brizzi;  Sound,  Adolfo  Alessandrinl;  Ar- 
chitect, Gaston  Medin;  Musical  Comments,  Maes- 
tro Renzo  Rossellini;  Pianist,  Dino  Ancoma;  Eng- 
lish Titles,  Armando  Macaluso;  Authors,  G 
Gherard,  C.   Cataldo,   C.   Gallone. 

OIRECTION,   Excellent.   PHOTOGRAPHY,  Good. 

Appeal  on  Old  Record  Okayed 

St.  Louis — An  order  granting  a 
motion  to  consider  and  decide  the 
appeal  upon  the  record  in  the  former 
appeal  in  the  St.  iLouis  Amusement 
Co. -Paramount  case,  has  been  en- 
tered by  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  Move  eliminates  the  ne- 
cessity for  reprinting  the  record. 
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,493  Film  Theaters 
Operating  in  Canada 


Toronto — Canadian  film  theaters 
berating  as  of  Jan.  1  totaled  1,493 
'ut  of  1,509  theaters  in  the  country, 
^cording  to  a  tabulation  of  the 
Canadian  Film  Boards  of  Trade. 
ij'otal  seats  in  operating  theaters  is 
;|iven  at  775,552,  while  the  16  closed 
:ou^=shave  5,228  seats. 

T.  ^/ers  are  operated  in  968  Ca- 
adian  towns,  compilation  points 
jut.  Of  the  total  theaters  operat- 
ig,  1,004  operate  six  or  seven  days 
'.,  week,  while  159  operate  three  to 
our  days  weekly,  and  340  are  open 
mly  one  or  two  days. 
J  Breakdown  of  the  tabulation  by 
ilistribution  centers  shows  that  Van- 
couver has  121  operating  theaters 
,-ith  76,467  seats;  Calgary,  209  the- 
aters, 69,040  seats;  Winnipeg,  328 
heaters,  119,570  seats;  Toronto,  425 
[heaters,  286,602  seats;  Montreal, 
74  theaters,  153,323  seats,  and 
(faint  John,  136  theaters,  70,548 
eats. 

I  Four  of  the  closed  theaters  are  in 
Vancouver  territory,  while  a  like 
umber  are  listed  for  Calgary  and 
laint  John.  Montreal  has  two  closed 
Souses,  while  Winnipeg  and  Toronto 
iach  have  one  shuttered  situation. 


*aul  Ketchum  Theaters 
•lans  3-State  Circuit 


Texarkana,  Tex.  —  Paul  Ketchum 
j'heaters,  Inc.  has  been  formed  by 
letchum,  president  and  general  man- 
ner; Mrs.  E.  H.  Gray,  vice-presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Ketchum,  secretary -trea- 
urer;  Frank  Demopulos  and  Ed- 
lond  Bell.  Company  plans  a  new 
heater  in  the  Oaklawn  section  and 
Vill  also  remodel  the  Century  and 
jueen  Theaters.  Group  plans  to  ac- 
uire  other  houses  in  Texas,  Louis- 
ana  and  Arkansas. 


3oll  Cuts  Theater  Space 

Woonsocket,  R.  I.— The  Call  an- 
nounced that  it  is  cutting  all  fea- 
tures and  advertisements  sharply 
jantil  newsprint  supplies  reach  a  safe 
level. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Burlington,  la.  —  Irving  Heller, 
manager  of  the  Capitol  Theater,  is 
|he  father  of  a  baby  boy. 

J    Benjamin  Melnicker,  Loew's  legal- 
[te,  became  the  father  of  a  son. 


;  West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Burbank,  Cal. — A  second  daughter 
svas  born  to  Mrs.  Errol  Flynn,  wife 
iDf  the  actor,  yesterday,  weighing 
i2ight  pounds,  two  ounces. 


i  Atlanta — Sidney  Laird,  booker  for 
Al-Dun  Amusement  Co.,  West  Point, 
13-a.,  is  passing  out  cigars.  There's  a 
new  baby  girl  at  home. 


WHO'S  WHO  IN  HOLLYWOOD 

EDWARD  NASSOUR.  Born,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  April  7,  1916.  Educated 
in  Colorado  Springs  public  school  and  high  schools.  Also  attended  New 
Mexico  Military  Institute  and  Cumnock  College.  Took 
special  courses  in  business  law  at  University  of  Southern 
California.  Organized  Four-Star  Productions,  producing  a 
series  of  cartoons  which  were  distributed  by  independent 
exchanges.  Also  organized  Master  Pictures,  Inc.,  pro- 
ducing features  for  the  independent  market.  Invented 
third-dimensional  figures,  "Humanettes,"  for  the  screen. 
Holds  patents  on  several  film  processes.  Formed  Con- 
solidated Studios,  Inc.,  which  was  later  changed  to  Nas- 
sour  Studios,  which  is  nearing  completion  and  studio 
will  have  six  stages  and  is  one  of  the  most  modern  in- 
dependent plants  in  the  world,  covering  almost  two  whole 
square  blocks  on  Sunset  Boulevard,  near  NBC  and  CBS 
Broadcasting  Stations.  Studio  is  fully  built  for  television 
and  motion  pictures  and  stages  embody  radical  changes 
in  construction  designed  to  speed  up  production;  and  are 
first  stages  to  be  100  per  cent  soundproof.  Will  produce 
several  class  "A"  pictures  annually,  stressing  development  of  new  talent. 


are 


Coaxial  Cable  Stretched 
Across  the  Country 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 
vision    when    the    broadcasters 
ready. 

The  longest  stretch  of  cable  ever 
placed  into  telephone  service  opened 
last  week,  linking  Atlanta  and  Dal- 
las. The  Dallas  to  Los  Angeles 
stretch  has  reached  the  California 
border  and  the  link  from  Charlotte 
to  Atlanta  will  soon  be  the  only  gap 
in  the  New  York  to  L.  A.  line. 

Transcontinental  telephone  using 
the  cable  is  expected  to  be  in  prac- 
tice by  the  end  of  1948.  Associated 
equipment  must  be  added  before  the 
cable  can  transmit  tele,  but  this  is 
not  considered  a  lengthy  operation 
and  could  be  ready  with  the  telephone 
service  if  video  is  ready  for  national 
operation  at  that  time. 

Sole  coaxial  circuit  now  in  opera- 
tion for  tele  service  is  the  New  York 
to  Washington,  via  Philadelphia, 
facility.  Additional  circuits  are  be- 
ing readied  for  service  between  these 
two  cities  and  construction  is  mov- 
ing ahead  on  the  New  York  to  Bos- 
ton radio  relay  project.  Bell  engi- 
neers expect  to  have  this  new  type  of 
broad  band  transmission  in  opera- 
tion on  a  trial  basis  within  the  next 
few  months.  This  will  extend  the 
present  New  York  to  Washington 
system  to  Boston,  with  the  relay 
stretch  working  in  conjunction  with 
the  cable. 


Friedman  to  Direct 
Egyptian  Sequences 


Seymour  Friedman,  son  of  Joseph 
Friedman,  Columbia's  managing  di- 
rector of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
has  been  assigned  to  direct  the  Egyp- 
tian sequences  of  "Assigned  to 
Treasury."  He  has  been  serving  as 
assistant  director  to  Robert  Steven- 
son on  sequences  shot  at  the  Holly- 
wood studio,  and  will  proceed  to 
London  to  assemble  sound  and  cam- 
era crews. 

Latter  will  be  flown  to  Cairo  for 
a  month's  shooting  in  Lebanon,  along 
the  Nile  Valley,  Port  Said  and  in 
Beyrouth. 


Hosie  Leaving  Disney  Prod. 

William  Hosie  has  resigned  as 
Eastern  publicity  representative  for 
Walt  Disney  Productions  after  seven 
years  with  the  organization.  Effec- 
tive date  of  Hosie's  action  is  April  1. 


Hi  Court  Will  Hear 
Stay  Appeals  Mar.  24 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
to  listen  to   all  requests  by  defend- 
ants at  the  same  time. 

Attorneys  for  the  major  defend- 
ants met  yesterday  to  discuss  stay 
action,  but  sentiment  was  sharply 
divided  over  the  wisdom  of  such  a 
move.  RKO  and  Warners  were  ru- 
mored to  be  definitely  "not  inter- 
ested" while  Loew's,  20th-Fox  and 
Paramount  are  apparently  "consider- 
ing" motions. 

Only  Universal  has  filed  to  date. 
Columbia's  attorney,  Louis  Frohlich, 
will  serve  notice  today  and  file  with 
the  Supreme  Court  tomorrow. 

NAB  Checking  with  MPAA 
On  Broadcasters'  Code 


Washington    Bjtreau   of   THE  FIL'.i    DAILY 

Washington — Possibility  that  the 
National  Association  of  Broadcast- 
ers may  set  up  a  broadcasters  code 
patterned  after  that  of  the  motion 
picture  industry  was  seen  here  yes- 
terday following  confabs  between 
NAB  and  MPAA  officials. 

NAB  General  Counsel  Don  Petty 
returned  to  Washington  from  Holly- 
wood where  he  studied  the  experi- 
ences of  the  pix  industry  in  admin- 
istering its  code.  Petty  expressed 
"gratification"  at  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  extended  him  by  MPAA 
officials  in  Hollywood. 

Petty  will  detail  his  findings  be- 
fore NAB's  standards  of  practice 
committee  which  meets  in  New  York 
on  March  31. 

NAB  officials  also  have  conferred 
with  the  Department  of  Justice  and 
other  Government  departments  as 
well  as  MPAA  leaders  with  a  view 
towards  setting  up  a  broadcasters' 
code,  while  at  the  same  time  avoid- 
ing a  clash  with  the  anti-trust  laws. 


Devonshire  Sells  D.  C.  Franchise 

Boston — Devonshire  Films,  distrib- 
utor of  eight  pictures  formerly  re- 
leased by  20th-Fox  and  United 
Artists,  has  sold  the  Washington,  D. 
C.  franchise  to  Hollywood  Pictures 
Co.,  operated  by  Teddy  Shull  and 
Irwin  Cohen. 


"Thief"  Held  Over 

"The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  Alexander 
Korda  production,  re-issued  through 
Film  Classics,  set  a  house  record  at 
the  Victoria  Theater  and  will  be  held 
for  a  second  week. 


"After  seeing  Deborah  Kerr's 
I  superb  performance  in  "The 
',%L  Adventuress',  it  is  not  difficult 
to  see  why  she  was  chosen 
for  the  extremely  enticing 
role  opposite  Gable  in 
The  Hucksters.' " 

tee  /Mortimer, 

New  York  Daily  Mirror 
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ONE  MILLION 
QUESTIONS 
DURING  THE 
NEXT  TWELVE 
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THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501  Broadway,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Hollywood  Office: 


6425    HOLLYWOOD    BLVD. 


HOLLYWOOD,   CALIF. 


REVIEWS  Of  riEUJ  flLfn 


"T  XT* 


Wild  Country" 

with  Eddie  Dean,  Roscoe  Ates 
PRC  57  Mins. 

FAIR  TO  MIDDLIN'  WESTERN  HAS 
USUAL  DEAN  SINGING  PLUS  ACTION 
QUOTA. 

An  escaped  convict  and  a  speckled  hat 
band  figure  importantly  in  the  western 
doings  of  this  ham  and  egger.  Dean  and 
Roscoe  Ates  are  assigned  to  track  down 
the  former.  A  sheriff  is  killed.  Another  is 
appointed.  Meanwhile  a  ranch  is  taken 
over  as  a  base  for  rustling  activity.  Peggy 
Wynn,  daughter  of  the  dead  man,  is  marked 
for  elimination. 

Then  the  clue  of  the  hat  band  is  intro- 
duced. Dean  secures  one  for  Ates  to  smoke 
out  the  real  killer.  This  has  its  humorous 
points,  too.  Ates  is  jailed  on  his  initial 
town  appearance.  Dean  pretends  he  is  un- 
acquainted with  Ates.  He  visits  Miss  Wynn 
and  cooks  up  a  plot  to  catch  the  criminal 
element.  The  Sunshine  Boys  join  forces.  It 
works.  Ates  is  freed.  The  crooks  come  out 
and  are  taken.  Later,  Dean  and  Ates  ride 
off  seeking  new  fields  to  conquer. 

CAST:  Eddie  Dean  Roscoe  Ates,  Peggy  Wynn, 
Douglas  Fowley,  I.  Stanford  Jolley,  Lee  Roberts, 
Forrest  Mathews,  Bill  Fawcett,  Henry  Hall, 
Charles  Jordan,  Richard  Cramer,  Gus  Taute,  The 
Sunshine    Boys. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jerry  Thomas;  Director, 
Ray  Taylor;  Screenplay,  Arthur  E.  Orloff;  Songs, 
Eddie  Dean  Hal  Blair,  Pete  Gates;  Cameraman, 
Robert  Cline;  Sound,  Earl  Sitar;  Set  Decorator, 
Louis    Diage;    Film    Editor,    Hugh    Winn. 

DIRECTION,    Fair.  PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 

$1,000,000  Cockrill 
Theater  for  Denver 


Denver — Dave  Cockrill,  managing 
director  of  the  Denham,  first-run, 
plans  to  build  a  million-dollar  the- 
ater at  15th  and  Welton,  on  ground 
already  bought  at  $225,000,  as  soon 
as  materials  are  available.  The  the- 
ater will  utilize  Western  style  archi- 
tecture, be  built  long  and  wide, 
rather  than  high,  and  embody  the 
latest  in  theater  construction.  Pre- 
liminary plans  have  been  drawn  by 
Hal  Pereira,  New  York  designer,  and 
a  Denver  architect  will  be  named  to 
work  out  the  details  and  furnish 
working  plans. 

Gibralter  Enterprises  will,  as  soon 
as  possible,  build  an  $85,000  600-seat 
theater  in  Loveland,  Colo.,  where 
they  already  operate  a  theater.  This 
will  give  this  city  three  theaters. 


Baltin  on  State  Dept.  Broadcasts 

Will  Baltin,  secretary-treasurer  of 
the  Television  Broadcasters  Associa- 
tion, will  describe  U.  S.  television 
activities  via  a  series  of  transcribed 
short  wave  broadcasts  sponsored  by 
the  International  Broadcast  Division 
of  the  Office  of  International  Infor- 
mation and  Cultural  Affairs,  State 
Dept.  Broadcasts  to  Latin  America, 
Great  Britain  and  the  European  con- 
tinent will  be  made  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  and  will  be  re-broadcast  on 
long  wave  by  BBC  in  England. 


Eyssell  Party  for  Colbert 

Gus  S.  Eyssell  is  hosting  a  cock- 
tail party  for  Claudette  Colbert  next 
Tuesday  in  the  Radio  City  Music 
Hall's  studio  apartment. 


SHORTS 


"Shorty   Sherock   and    His 
Orchestra" 
Columbia  10  Mil 

Very  Good 

Another  in  the  Thrills  q^fc"u! 
series  (No.  5 — Series  1)  pre^p;3  . 
up  and  coming  band  of  the  da 
Shorty  Sherock  &  Co.,  playing  "I 
Remember  April"  and  "On  the  Su 
ny  Side  of  the  Street."  Former  fe 
tures  femme  vocalist  Franc 
Wayne.  Highlight  is  the  dancing 
Danny  Daniels,  now  featured 
B'way's  "Street  Scene,"  accompanr 
by  the  orch.  swinging  "You  We 
Meant  for  Me."  Capable  of  doh 
very  well  on  any  bill. 

"Tex   Beneke  with   the 
Glenn  Miller  Orchestra" 
Universal  15  Mir 

Good  Selling  Value 

Rated  high  in  popularity  polls,  Tc 
Beneke  and  the  Glenn  Miller  ore 
romp  through  this  one  set  in  a  N.  " 
night  club.  Beneke  and  the  "Cre* 
Chiefs,"  a  vocal  foursome,  swing  ot 
with  "Chattanooga  Choo  Choo 
then  the  orch.  goes  into  an  instr 
mental,  "Meadowlands."  The  "Cre 
Chiefs"  follow  with  "Cynthia's 
Love,"  "Little  Brown  Jug"  corn- 
next,  then  "Hey!  Ba-ba-re-bop 
Good  selling  value  in  title,  alone. 

"Ski  Skill" 
National  Film  Board  of  Canada 

10  Min 
For    Sports   Enthusiasts 

With  the  first  fall  of  snow,  s 
enthusiasts  flock  to  such  places 
Canada  as  Jasper,  Muskoka  and  tl 
Laurentians  to  practise  on  their  hicl 
ories.  The  atmosphere  of  the  lodgi 
is  here  recorded,  together  with  den 
onstrations  of  the  simple  to  mo: 
difficult  ski  movements.  A  typic 
party  of  skiers  is  followed  for  actu 
experiences,  concluding  with  exci 
ing  scenes  of  jumping,  cross-counti 
and  slalom  feats.  Sports  enthusias" 
will  love  it. 


"Mr.    Bell" 
A.  T.  &  T.  Co.  31  Min 

Decidedly    Worthwhile 

During  the  hundredth  anniversai 
year  of  the  birth  of  Alexand< 
Graham  Bell  it  was  the  wish  of  tl 
telephone  companies  comprising  tl 
Bell  system  to  bring  to  this  ar* 
later  generations  the  picture  of  B« 
as  teacher  and  humanitarian  as  we 
as  scientist.  They  have  accomplish* 
this  successfully  and  pleasantly 
this  script.  Boston  in  the  1870's 
the  background,  with  Bell  beir 
played  by  Raymond  Edward  Joh: 
son,  best  known  as  "your  host  c 
Inner  Sanctum."  First  footage  to  1 
produced  at  the  new  RKO  Pat! 
studios  in  N.  Y.,  it  is  decided 
worthwhile,  especially  since  all  yc 
do  to  obtain  it  is  pick  up  your  tel 
phone  receiver  and  ask. 
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jounly  Amus,  Tax  Bill 
'assed  By  Legislature 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

e  cities  may  impose  the  five  per 
fat  admissions  levy. 

Meanwhile,  it  was  reported  that 
le\vYork  City's  Mayor  O'Dwyer 
(ou  7  \>t  impose  this  tax  in  his  city 
id  af?o  that  Yonkers  would  simi- 
rly  refuse  this  levy. 

Democrats  joined  with  Republi- 
ans  in  giving  the  Senate  bill  an 
.-erwhelming  favorable  vote  despite 

bitter  attack  led  by  Sen.  P.  L.  Wil- 
amson,  of  Westchester.  All  three 
'estchester  Senators  denounced  the 

easure    as   "not   helpful."     Others 

ho  joined  in  assailing  the  bill  in- 

Sen.  Fred  Young,  Republican  of 
•owville,  Lewis  County,  who  voted 
or  passage  of  the  Burney  bill  in 
»e  Senate  at  Albany  yesterday 
ointed  out  that  in  his  county,  from 
3m  theater  taxes,  vending  machines 
nd  taxes  on  meals  they  could  raise 
bout  $1,000,  so  that  the  real  burden 

ould  have  to  fall  on  real  estate 
axes.  He  said  in  Lewis  County  the 
rverage  price  of  a  good  meal  is  75 
ents  and  little  revenue  would  be  de- 
ived  from  that  source  which  taxes 
teals  costing  more  than  one  dollar. 

luded  Sen.  Elmer  F.  Quinn,  Demo- 
ratic  Senate  leader  and  Brooklyn's 
•emocratic  Sens.  Fred  Moritt  and 
amuel  L.  Greenberger. 

Quinn  Amendment  Lost 

Senator  Quinn  sought  to  have  the 
ill  amended  to  compel  the  State  to 
ay  the  full  increased  cost  of  educa- 
ion  in  New  York  City  as  a  result 
f  the  teachers'  pay  program,  but 
he  amendment  was  voted  down. 

An  incipient  Republican  revolt  in 
he  Assembly  against  the  bill  was 
uickly  curbed.  The  revolt  reflected 
he  unanimous  opposition  to  the 
)ewey  tax  program  for  shifting  to 
ounties  and  large  cities  the  burden 
;f  increased  teachers'  salaries  voiced 
Vere  yesterday  by  the  New  York 
!tate  Conference  of  Mayors  which 
i/as  called  into  emergency  state- 
yide  session  for  the  first  time  in  20 
ears. 

Frank  Costello,  Syracuse  mayor, 
ft  sharply  into  the  proposed  county 
aised  tax  program  of  the  Governor, 
sserting  that  he  would  predict  35 
,«er  cent  evasion  the  first  year  should 
jiew  taxing  machinery  have  to  be 
jet  up  at  a  county  level.  Mayor 
postello  felt  the  state  unquestion- 
.bly  should  either  raise  the  money 
rom  the  income  tax  or  by  a  state- 
vide  sales  tax,  except  that  he  per- 
|  onally  preferred  the  sales  tax. 
Assailed  by  Hussey 

Mt.  Vernon's  Mayor  "William  Hart 
;3ussey  called  the  program  a  viola- 
,ion  "of  the  principles  of  financial 
tome  rule  endorsed  by  Governor 
Dewey  in  his  annual  message."  He 
harged  that  it  branded  villages  and 
ill  but  the  largest  cities  as  being 
'not  capable  of  assuming  tax  respon- 


in  nEiu  mousTRV  posts 


BILL  DOYLE,  assistant  manager.  Admiral,  Chi- 
cago. 

MIKE  LYNCH,  assistant  manager,  Drake,  Chi- 
cago. 

IRVING  BECK,  booking  dept.,  M-G-M,  Charlotte. 

JOHN  CHERNE,  assistant  manager,  Norshor, 
Duluth,    Minn. 

LEW  CARROLL,   RKO   publicist,   St.   Louis. 

5ANFORD  BERNS,  assistant  booker,  PRC-Eagle- 
Lion,   St.    Louis. 

SI   LAX,   Columbia  sales   force,   Chicago. 

WILLIAM  PRIEBE,  manager.  Stadium  Theater, 
Chicago. 

CHARLES  ABERT  chief  of  service,  Keith's,  Syra- 
cuse. 

GAIL  HENSHAW,  copy-writer,  Filmack,  Chi- 
cago. 

WHEELER  DAVIS,  manager.  Arcade  Theater, 
Detroit. 


DON   KNIGHT,   manager,   Ingerioll   Theater,   Dis 
Moines,    la. 


Para,     exchange     itaff, 
manager. 


HARRY     McCONNELL, 
Charlotte,  N.   C. 

NORMAN     B.     STANTON,     editorial 
Florez,  Inc.  of  Detroit. 

ROBERT   KILGORE,   salesman.   Paramount,   Mem- 
phis. 

ABE    CHAPMAN,    booker,    Columbia,    Frisco. 

FRED    CURD,    head    booker.     Paramount,    Mem- 
phis. 

HERMAN  GORELICK,   city   salesman,   Eagle-Lion, 
St.  Louis. 

OLIVER   LESSING,   city   booker,    RKO    Radio,   St. 
Louis. 

ROBERT    NICHOLS,    shipping    clerk.    Paramount 
Pictures,    Detroit. 

RUDY    C.    SCHROEDER,    manager,    Palmer    Par* 
Theater,  Highland   Park,  Mich. 


Sunday  Films  Law  Still  in 
Effect,  S.  C.  Court  Rules 


Greenville,  S.  C.  —  Ruling  that 
South  Carolina's  war-time  Sunday 
amusements  law  was  still  in  effect, 
the  State  Supreme  Court  has  opened 
the  way  for  a  continuation  of  Sun- 
day films  and  baseball  in  Greenville. 
High  tribunal  held  that  the  1,943  act 
legalizing  such  amusements  in  coun- 
ties possessing  military  establish- 
ments, until  six  months  after  the  war 
has  ended,  is  still  in  effect. 

Opinion  upheld  the  theater  owner 
petitioner's  right  to  an  injunction 
against  city  officials  who  based  their 
attempt  to  enforce  blue  laws  on  a 
ruling  of  the  state  attorney  general. 


Shelby  Okays  Sunday  Films 

Shelby,  la.  —  An  ordinance  which 
permits  the  operation  of  motion  pic- 
ture theaters  on  Sundays  has  been 
passed  by  the  City  Council.  A  $25 
license  fee  is  required. 


sibility,"  that  "it  shifted  to  locali- 
ties the  state-assumed  responsibility 
for  education,"  that  gave  counties 
power  to  collect  unpopular  taxes 
without  giving  them  the  remotest  in- 
terest in  how  the  money  is  spent, 
and  that  since  no  county  would  vol- 
untarily follow  such  a  program, 
smaller  cities  and  villages  would  be 
denied  financial  assistance  altoge- 
ther. 

The  mayors'  conference  adopted  a 
number  of  resolutions,  among  them 
one  calling  for  immediate  passage 
of  the  Young-Milmoe  bill  boosting 
education  state  aid  and  another  cre- 
ating a  joint  legislative  committee 
to  study  the  whole  state-school-mu- 
nicipality tax  relationship  and  re- 
sponsibility with  a  view  to  clearing 
up  the  whole  picture  in  1948. 


South  States  Exchange 
Now  Based  in  Dallas 


Brownwood,    Tex M.    M.    Mur- 

phee,  owner  and  operator  of  the 
South  States  Film  Exchange,  has 
moved  the  exchange  from  here  to 
Dallas.  Murphee  purchased  the 
business  from  Grady  Cole  who  op- 
erated it  from  New  Braunfels,  Tex. 


"Duel"  Gets  Legion's  "B" 
Grade  as  Partly  Bad 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  Legion  of  Decency  had  placed  the 
film  in  its  Class  "B"  group.  Films 
in  this  category  are  deemed  by  the 
Legion  as  "objectionable  in  part." 

With  the  announcement,  Selznick 
issued  the  following  statement: 

"While  the  re-editing  for  the 
groups  involved  resulted  in  46  indi- 
vidual cuts,  they  were  of  the  same 
type  that  is  normally  made  in  the 
process  of  editing  a  film  following 
previews  or  trial  engagements.  With 
the  substitutions  and  additions  the 
over-all  length  of  the  film  has  not 
been  materially  changed  and  its 
dramatic  values  and  integrity  have 
not  suffered  in  the  least." 

Running  time  of  "Duel"  in  its  Los 
Angeles  engagement  was  about  two 
hours  and  20  minutes.  Picture  now 
runs  two  minutes  less  than  that,  but 
considerably  more  than  that  may 
have  been  cut  and  formerly  edited 
matter  added. 


L  of  D  Percentage  of 
Fully  Approved  Pix  Down 

Chicago  — -  Proportion  of  pictures 
fully  approved  by  the  Legion  of  De- 
cency between  1936  and  1946  declined 
in  the  latter  year  from  the  earlier, 
while  proportions  of  those  partly  ob- 
jectionable increased,  the  Rev.  Pat- 
rick J.  Masterson,  assistant  executive 
secretary  of  the  Legion,  reported  to 
the  National  Catholic  Conference  on 
Family  Life.  A  total  of  5,603  films 
were  surveyed  dui'ing  the  11-year 
period. 


Chi.  Theaters  Organize 
For  Greek  Relief  Drive 


Chicago— Area  Greek  Relief  Com- 
mittee includes  John  Balaban,  Ar- 
thur Schoenstadt,  Jack  Kirsch,  Eddie 
Silverman  and  Van  Nomikos,  it  was 
announced  following  an  organization 
meeting.  Amusement  goal  here  is 
$71,000.  Eddie  Zorn,  of  Pontiac, 
heads  the  downstate  drive. 
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BIB  Hits  Earnings  front  Anti-Trust  Activities 


May  Not  Be  Included  As 
Normal  Earnings  in  Asking 
Excess  Profits  Refunds 


Washington    Bureau    of    THE   FIL't    DAILY 

Washington — Earnings  attributa- 
ble to  anti-trust  activities  may  not 
be  included  as  normal  earnings  in 
corporation  claims  for  refunds  of  ex- 
cess profits  taxes,  the  Bureau  of 
Internal  Revenue  ruled  over  the 
week-end. 

The  ruling  is  expected  to  have  an 
impact  on  claims  for  refunds  made 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Pix  Public  (old  to 
"Issues"— Bergman 


The  public  has  indicated  very 
meager  respect  for  pictures  whose 
themes  emphasize  so-called  "vital 
issues  and  ques- 
tions," Maurice 
A.  Bergman,  Uni- 
versal-Int'l  East- 
ern ad  -  publicity 
director,  told  a 
CBS  radio  audi- 
ence Friday  in  an 
exchange  of  opin- 
ion on  the  influ- 
ence of  movies 
with  Bosley  Crow- 
ther,  N.  Y.  Times 
film  critic. 

Bergman  up- 
held the  affirma- 
tive, Crowther  the 
negative  in  the 
discussion  of  "Is 
the  Influence  of  the  Movies  Good  or 


M.     A.     BERGMAN 


(Continued  on  Page  6) 


St.  Louis  Amusement 
Tax  Hearing  Friday 

St.  Louis  —  A  public  hearing  on 
pending  bills  to  impose  a  five  per 
cent  admissions  levy  has  been  called 
for  Friday  by  Alderman  Louis  Lange, 
chairman  of  the  Board's  legislation 
committee.  Bill  has  been  before  the 
Board  since  May,  1946,  but  it  had 
been  permitted  to  stay  in  committee 
because  of  the  opposition  of  thea- 
ter operators  and  patrons. 


JACK  WARNER'S  WAR  WORK  LAUDED 

Truman  Medal  of  Merit  Citation  Calls  Producer's 
Contribution  "An  Immeasurable  One" 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Riverside,  Calif.  —  Terming  the 
work  of  Jack  L.  Warner  in  the  late 
war  "a  fine  example  of  the  whole- 
hearted effort 
and  integrity" 
of  the  industry's 
effort  during  the 
conflict,  General 
of  the  Army  H. 
H.  Arnold,  in 
behalf  of  the 
President  of  the 
United  States, 
on  Friday  pre- 
sented the  Medal 
for  Merit  to  the 
Warner  Bros, 
vice  -  president 
in  charge  of  pro- 
duction. 

Ceremony  was 
held  at  March 
Field  with  military,   motion  picture 
and  civic  dignitaries   in  attendance. 


JACK  L.WARNER 


Award,  highest  gift  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  civilian,  covered  Warner's 
services  to  the  War  Dept.  in  the  re- 
cruiting and  organization  of  motion 
picture  personnel  for  the  armed 
forces,  for  the  production  of  training 
and  recruiting  films,  and  for  his  par- 
ticipation in  the  provision  of  enter- 
tainment films  for  overseas. 

President  Truman's  citation,  read 
by  Maj.  L.  C.  Quinn,  Jr.,  was  for 
"exceptionally  meritorious  conduct  in 
the  performance  of  outstanding  serv- 
ice to  the  United  States."  Especially 
mentioned  was  the  film  executive's 
service  in  organizing  the  first  motion 
picture  unit  of  the  Army  Air  Forces 
and  he  was  credited  with  having  "on 
his  own  initiative,  pointed  out  to 
the  armed  services  the  use  which 
could  be  made  of  motion  pictures  in 
the  effective  prosecution  of  the  war. 

"He  provided  producers,  directors, 
technicians  and  executives  from  the 
(Continued  on  Page   10) 


Report  Some  Majors 
Oppose  Bidding  Stay 


The  possibility  that  four  of  the 
"Big  Five"  might  oppose  the  applica- 
tions of  the  "Little  Three"  for  a 
stay  of  the  competitive  bidding  pro- 
visions of  the  decree  was  reported 
late  last  week. 

At  a  meeting  of  industry  attorneys 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Nine  Cocalis  Houses 
En  N.J.  Go  to  B&Q 


A  deal  under  which  B&Q  Associ- 
ates, Inc.,  of  Boston,  will  take  over 
nine  Cocalis  Theater  Circuit  houses 
in  New  Jersey,  was  reported  closed 
over  the  weekend.  Don  Jacocks, 
head  of  B  &  Q,  who  has  been  vaca- 
tioning in  Florida,  and  Arnold  Eisen, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


De  Rochemont  Shorts  for  UW 

New  Educational  Co.  Plans  86  in  Color 


Col.  to  Discuss  Decree 
Selling  at  Meeting  Here 


Selling  plans  under  the  decree  in 
the  N.  Y.  equity  suit  will  be  dis- 
cussed by  Columbia  district  man- 
agers, home  office  execs.,  and  top 
sales  personnel,  at  a  three-day  meet- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


A  series  of  86  short  color  subjects 
on  geography  will  be  made  by  Louis 
de  Rochemont  for  United  World  un- 
der an  agreement  reached  by  the 
20th-Fox  producer  and  Matthew  Fox, 
UW  board  chairman,  it  is  learned. 
Pact  is  due  to  be  signed  this  week. 

Under  the  agreement,  de  Roche- 
mont will  form  an  educational  film 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


Stay  Application  Contends 
Company  Will  Be  Placed  in 
Unfair  Competitive  Position 


Columbia  will  be  faced  with 
increased  operational  costs  of 
more  than  $600,000  per  annum 
if  the  company  is  forced  to  convert 
to  the  competitive  selling  system 
proposed  by  the  New  York  Statu- 
tory Court's  decree,  Abe  Montague, 
vice-president  and  general  sales 
manager,  asserted  in  the  company's 
application  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court  for  a  stay  filed  Saturday. 

Columbia  also  asked  for  a  stay  of 
the  prohibitions  against  block-book- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


United  Artists  Filing 
tay  Appeal  Today 


United  Artists  will  apply  to  the 
Supreme  Court  today  for  a  stay  of 
those  provisions  of  the  N.  Y.  Statu- 
tory Court's  decree  from  which  it 
has  appealed. 

UA  will  ask  for  a  stay  of  almost 
all  of  Section  II  of  the  decree,  in- 
cluding the  block-booking,  competi- 
tive bidding-,  clearance,  and  minimum 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


French  Circuits  Planning 
To  Form  Buying  Combine 

Buying  combine  between  Siritzky 
International,  Pathe  and  Gaumont — 
all  circuits  in  France — will  be  or- 
ganized as  soon  as  the  Siritzkys  re- 
cover the  other  45  theaters  of  their 
63-theater  chain.  This  forecast  was 
(Continued  on  Page 3) 


Pa.  Bill  Would  Halt 
Changes  in  BO  Scales 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Changes  in  ad- 
mission prices  to  amusement  places 
during  evening  hours,  Sundays  or 
holidays,  would  be  prohibited  under 
the  provisions  of  a  bill  introduced 
in  the  Legislature  last  week  by  Rep. 
Joseph  A.  Scan  Ion,  Philadelphia 
Democrat.  Measure  would  stop  ex- 
hibitors from  raising  or  lowering 
prices  during  peak  or  dull   periods. 
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Representatiyes:  HOLLYWOOD,  2»,  Calif. 

—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Bird.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Saffar,  Filmafrie,  8  Rue  Charraa. 
MONTREAL — Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Jack 
Droy,  411  Lyric  Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher,  19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl, 
N.  S.  W.  Phone,  UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— 
Jean  Pierre  Meys,  110  Rue  des  Paquerettes. 
MOSCOW— Raymond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Met- 
ropole.  COPENHAGEN  —  John  Lindberg, 
Jernbanealle  No.  3,  Copenhagen-Van  Loese. 
AMSTERDAM— Dr.  J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubens- 
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Levey  Appoints  Jones 
Rep.  on  "New  Orleans' 


Jules  Levey  has  appointed  Charles 
Reed  Jones  as  special  rep.  on  his 
forthcoming  UA  release,  "New  Or- 
leans." Jones  most  recently  served 
as  national  publicity  director  of  the 
motion  picture  division  for  the  March 
of  Dimes  campaign. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — A  drive  by  the  motion 
picture  industry  to  adopt  15,000 
Greek  orphans  will  be  launched  here 
today  at  a  luncheon  honoring  Ned 
E.  Depinet,  national  chairman  of 
Greek  Orphans  Fund,  who  will  speak 
on  conditions  in  present-day  Europe 
and  explain  the  industry's  adoption 
plans.  Charles  P.  Skouras  will  host 
the  luncheon. 

Industry's  appeal  is  in  honor  of 
Spyros  P.  Skouras,  who  has  devoted 
his  time  to  various  charitable  under- 
takings. 


Foy  Due  from  Coast  With 
Report  for  Pathe  Board 


Empire-Univ.  Wins  Right 
To  Serve  in  England,  U.  S. 

Toronto — Permission  to  serve  out 
of  jurisdiction  defendants  in  Em- 
pire-Universal's  action  against  the 
J.  Arthur  Rank  and  Universal  in- 
terests, was  received  by  the  plaintiff 
in  the  master's  chambers  at  Osgoode 
Hall. 

Empire-Universal,  under  the  or- 
der, may  issue  a  concurrent  writ 
for  service  upon  J.  Arthur  Rank  and 
General  Cinema  Finance,  at  London, 
and  upon  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Or- 
ganization, Inc.,  Universal  Pictures, 
International  Pictures,  United  World 
Pictures  and  Eagle-Lion  Films,  in 
New  York. 


Sunday  Pix  for  Bennington 

Bennington,  Vt.  —  This  city  h* 
voted  for  Sunday  pix,  subject  1 
state  laws  prohibiting  such  showing 
prior  to  6  p.m.  The  vote  was  1,48 
to  83. 


Bryan  Foy,  Eagle-Lion  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  production,  ar- 
rives from  the  Coast  today  to  make 
his  initial  prog'ress  report  to  the 
Pathe  Industries  board.  Eagle-Lion 
has  two  completed  pictures,  two  ed- 
iting, two  in  production  and  nine 
with  scripts  completed  and  ready  for 
the  cameras.  Five  of  those  ready 
will  go  into  production  between 
April  14  and  July  14. 


Australian  Government 
Not  Considering  Cuts 


Paramount's  Stock  Buy 
Program  Slowed  in  Feb. 


Sydney  (Via  Air  Mail) — Canberra 
reports  reaching  film  circles  here  in- 
dicate the  Government  has  not  con- 
sidered a  suggestion  to  cut  film  im- 
ports from  the  U.  S.  in  an  effort  to 
conserve  dollar  exchange. 

Century,  a  local  labor  journal, 
editorially  attacked  the  proposition 
calling  it  "another  move  in  the  in- 
ternational trade  war."  It  declared 
any  free  interference  with  free  flow 
of  literature,  films  or  other  media  of 
social  intercourse  between  Australia 
and  the  U.  S.  must  be  opposed. 


Paramount  reduced  the  tempo  of 
acquisition  of  its  own  common  stock 
during  February  with  the  purchase 
of  23,792  shares,  a  drop  of  almost 
15,000  shares  from  the  January 
figure  of  38,408.  The  company  now 
has  a  total  of  120,200  shares,  all  of 
which  has  been  acquired  within  the 
past  four  months. 

January  purchases  were  made 
within  a  price  range  of  27-301/4- 
Stock  closed  at  25%   yesterday. 


Mono.  "Black  Gold"  Now 
Allied  Artists  Release 


Allied  Artists  will  release  the 
Monogram  -  produced  "Black  Gold," 
Steve  Broidy,  president,  revealed 
Friday.  Broidy  emphasized  that  ex- 
hibitors who  purchased  the  film  as 
part  of  Monogram's  1946-47  product, 
will  receive  the  film  under  their  con- 
tracts. Jeffrey  Bernerd  produced 
"Black  Gold,"  a  Cinecolor  production 
directed  by  Phil  Karlson. 
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Pathe  Making  Newsreel 
Digest  for  State  Dept. 

A  series  of  newsreel  digests,  "The 
News  Magazine,"  is  being  produced 
by  RKO  for  the  State  Dept.,  for  dis- 
tribution throughout  the  world  in  24 
languages.  Designed  to  give  the 
world  a  better  understanding  of  the 
U.  S.,  the  reel  is  to  be  released  twice 
a  month. 

Harold  Bonafield  is  editor  of  the 
"Magazine,"  with  Robert  Youngston 
serving  as  script  editor,  both  under 
the  supervision  of  Walton  C.  Anient, 
RKO  Pathe  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral manager. 


"PREVIEW  ROOm" 

.   .    .   will   really   SELL   your  picture. 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  for  35MM,  16MM, 
and  Slide  Projection. 
COCKTAIL  parties,  luncheons  and 
dinners  served  in  this  versatile  room 
— setting  a  gay  mood  for  a  favor- 
able reaction  to  your  film. 

Aside  to  Phil  M.  Daly: 

••Trade  showings  here  with  delectable 
vittles  DON'T  cost  anything  like  $15.00 
per  head." 

Good  Attendance  Guaranteed 

MADISON      AVENUE     at     54th      St. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Tel.:    PL.    5-3400       PAUL    GREEN,    Mgr. 
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Spencer  TRACY,  Katharine  HEPBURN 
Robert   WALKER,    Melvyn    DOUGLAS  ' 

"THE  SEA  OF  GRASS" 

A  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  Picture 
SPECTACULAR    STAGE     PRESENTATION 
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3rd  Hit  Week 

"Unusual   .   .   .   superior!" — Times 
JOHN  GAIL 
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A  JOHN  WAYNE  Production 

A  Republic  Picture 
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toilers  and  Radio 
To  Fight  County  Tax 


With  the  passage  by  the  State 
Assembly  of  the  bill  authorizing 
:ounties  and  certain  municipalities 
;o  impose  a  five  per  cent  admissions 
ax,  exhibitor  organizations  are  now 
„  jlar^og  to  wage  a  determined  fight 
!-  >g-  J  the  legislation  on  a  local 
:ei  %\ 


-  - on    a 

;  evei  Wherever  proposed. 

Already  well  under  way  are  ideas 
"or  a  group  of  trailers,  billboard 
advertisements  and  radio  scripts 
which  will  be  made  available  to  local 
Bxhibitor  organizations  in  the  state 

j.vhen  the  need  arises.  It  is  planned 
to  have  this  publicity  material  avail- 
able as"  soon  as  possible  so  that  ex- 
nibs,  will  not  be  caught  unprepared 
if  levies  are  proposed  in  their  area. 
Metropolitan  groups  will  meet  this 
week  to  hear  a  report  of  the  com- 
mittee that  went  to  Albany  to  op- 
pose the  Governor's  legislation. 
Plans  for  further  crystallization  of 
a  program  for  local  opposition  will 
be  discussed  at  that  time. 


Col.  To  Discuss  Decree 
Selling  at  Meeting  Here 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ing  opening  tomorrow  in  the  Hotel 
Warwick.  A.  Montague,  general 
sales  manager,  will  preside. 

Field  representatives  attending 
■will  include  Nat  Cohn,  New  York 
division  manager;  Sam  Galanty,  Mid- 
east division  manager;  Carl  Shalit, 
'Central  division  manager;  B.  C. 
Marcus,  Midwest  division  manager; 
I.  H.  Rogovin,  New  England  division 
manager;  R.  J.  Ingram,  Southeast 
division  manager;  J.  B.  Underwood, 
Southwest  division  manager;  H.  E. 
Weiner,  Southern  New  Jersey  and 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  division  man- 
ager; J.  C.  Bullwinkle,  Albany 
branch  manager;  B.  J.  Lourie,  Chi- 
cago branch  manager,  and  Phil  Fox, 
Buffalo   branch  manager. 


Col.  to  Take  Over  "U" 
Chi.  Exchange  Space 

Chicago  —  Columbia  will  occupy 
the  present  S.  Wabash  Ave.  quarters 
of  Universal  exchange,  when  the 
latter  moves  to  its  new  building  on 
S.  Michigan  Ave.  Work  has  been 
started  on  the  new  Universal  build- 
ing, which  will  be  two  stories  and 
equipped  for  air  conditioning.  PRC 
may  move  into  the  present  Columbia 
quarters  when  the  building  is  fin- 
ished. 


SEnD  BIRTHDAV 
GREETIDGS  TO: 

Mar.  17 

Edward    Golden  Sid   Grauman 

Marie  Quillan  Sonny   Barkas 

Don   Dillaway  Robert  W.  McGrath 

Michael  O'Shea 


".  .  .  Reflect  the  Highest  Credit  .  .  ." 

•  •  •  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  INDUSTRY  has  reason  to  take 
pride  in  last  Friday's  event  at  March  Field,  Riverside,  Cal.,  when  Jack 
L.  Warner  was  presented  with  the  Medal  for  Merit,  highest  civilian  honor 
that  can  be  awarded  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  a  civilian 
— and  conferred  on  only  200   citizens  since  George  Washington's   time 

This  citation,  in  recognition  of  wartime  services  and  contributions 

to  our  country,  was  in  a  broad  sense  a  tribute  to  everyone  in  motion  pic- 
tures   Although  the  President  and  the  War  Department  chose  Jack 

Warner  as  the  individual  to  receive  the  medal,  in  honoring  a  leader  of 
the  film  industry  they  honored  the  industry  as  a  whole. 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  WE  OF  THE  MOTION  PICTURE  WORLD  are  well  aware  of 
the  great  war  contributions  made  by  our  men,  women,  studios  and 
other  departments  in  the  way  of  manpower,  technical  skills,  training 
films,  morale-bui'ding  films,  entertainment  films  supplied  free  to  the 
fighters  overseas,  and  the  countless  drives  that  required  showmanship 

to    put    them    over And    not    forgetting    Warners'    unprecedented 

contribution  of  the  profits  of  the  biggest  box  office  hit  in  that  com- 
pany's history — the  $8,000,000  or  thereabouts  from  "This  is  the  Army" 
— turned  over  in  toto  to  Army  Emergency  Relief :■ 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  WITHOUT  ATTEMPTING  TO  DETRACT  from  the  contribu- 
tions of  other  industries  to  the  war  effort,  it  is  doubtful  that  any  other 
group  did  so  much  work  without  profit  or  gave  so  much  in  outright 
gifts  as  the  film  industry  did  in  aid  of  Uncle  Sam  during  those  trying 

years So  it  is  not  without  reason  that  President  Truman  selected 

a  motion  picture  leader  as  a  man  whose  "conduct  and  achievements, 
his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  his  complete  disregard  of 
personal  gain  reflect  the  highest  credit   upon  himself,  the   Government 

and  the  people  of  the  United  States" That  quote,  a  small  excerpt 

from  the  President's  official  citation  of  Jack  Warner,  puts  the  film  indus- 
try  on    a   pedestal   reflecting   the   best   in    American    citizenship It 

shou'd  give  inspiration  as  well  as  gratification  to  all  in  motion  pic- 
tures  

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  PERSONAL  MEMO  TO  S.  G.:  To  the  array  of  honors  be- 
stowed by  the  Academy,  please  add  Phil  M.'s  own  Order  of  Applause, 
with  Two  Palms,  not  only  for  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  tu1  for 
your    distinguished  industry  service   spanning  a    period   of   more    than 

three   decades None   in   that   time   has   done  more   to   further   the 

screen's  artistry  and  social  integrity,  few  have  done  as  much As 

for  the  selection  of  "Best  Years,"  Phil  M.  told  you  so Remember? 

▼         T         T 

•  •  •  LINES  IN  CLOSING:  Aside  to  RKO's  S.  Barret  McCormick: 
Swell  use  of  color  in  that  insert  for  "Trail  Street.".  .  .     •   Why  can't 

N.  Y.  dailies  get  names  of  industry  orgs,  and  assns.  right? Must  be 

they  have  a  different  breed  of  reporters  these  days  than  when  Phil  M. 
was  wearing  out  shoe  leather.  ...  •  Eugene  Fitzgibbons,  son  of  the 
FPC  president,  is  now  a  student  salesman  for  20th-Fox  in  St.  Louis.  .  .  . 

•  Has  it  been  reported  that  when  George  Pal  embarks  upon  the  car- 
toon feature  field  hell  employ  both  live  action  and  puppet  animation? 

•  Story  editors  should  be  interested  in  Norton  S.  Parker's  new  novel, 
"Table  in  the  Wilderness,"  which  Ziff-Davis  will  publish  on  Apr.  3.  .  .  . 

•  Wonder  if   Ho'lywood  is   fully  conscious   of  the    importance  of  the 

Teen-Age     market? There     are     today    approximately     14,500,000 

Americans  between  13  and  19  years  of  age Newspapers  and  re- 
tailers are  wak'ng  up  to  the  fact.  .  .  •  One  of  the  theater-management 
students  at  the  Chateau  Theater  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  is  20-year-old 
Adolph  Zukor  II,  grandson  of  the  Para,  board  chairman. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 


(Offline  and  Gomo 


HOWARD  D  I  E  T  Z  ,  M-G-M  advertising-pub- 
licity vice-president    is  en  route  from  the  Coast. 

TOM  FARRELL,  Loew's  International  Shang- 
hai manager,  is  due  for  home  office  confer- 
ences. 

M.  H.  WATERS,  of  the  Waters  Theater  cir- 
cuit, Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  visiting  Atlanta  for 
the  first  time  in  over  a  year. 

JAKE  BOGO,  owner  of  fhe  Lokewise  Theater 
Augusta,   Ga.,   was  an   Atlanta  visitor. 

ERNEST  EMERLING,  publicity  director  of 
Loew  s  Theaters,  returns  to  his  desk  today  from 
a  two-week  business  trip  thru  the  Southern 
Loew  towns  which  included,  Memphis  Atlanta, 
Houston    and   New   Orleans. 

JAMES  V.  O'GARA,  Republic  Eastern  division 
sales  manager,  is  visiting  the  Cincinnati  branch, 
following  a  three-day  stay  in  Cleveland.  He  will 
make  a  stopover  in  Pittsburgh  prior  to  his  re- 
turn to  New  York  next  Monday. 

ROBERT    FELLOWS,    left    New   York    for    the 

Coast    Friday. 

ANN  TODD,  British  star,  is  due  from  Cali- 
fornia   Thursday    with    her    family    en    route    to 

OSCAR  OLDKNOWN,  National  Theatre  Sub- 
ply  Co.    is  in  Atlanta. 

GROUCHO  MARX  arrived  in  New  York  Fri- 
day for  a   two-week  stay. 

EDWARD  DeVRY,  of  DeVry  Corporation,  left 
Chicago  for  a  Mexico  City  trip. 


French  Circuits  Planning 
To  Form  Buying  Combine 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
made  by  Sam  Siritzky  company  vee- , 
pee,  upon  his  return  Friday  aboard 
the  S.S.  America  after  a  two-month 
stay  overseas. 

Ministry  of  Justice,  Siritzky  said, 
issued  an  order  that  the  Siritzky 
squabble  with  the  French  govern- 
ment over  re-possession  of  the  the- 
aters must  be  settled  before  June. 
The  whole  Siritzky  chain  is  valued 
at  one  billion  francs. 

Of  the  18  theaters  which  were  re- 
taken, Sam  reported,  "business  is 
terrific,  but  theaters  are  in  very 
bad  shape."  Materials  to  repair 
those  theaters  cannot  be  imported 
without  permission  from  the  gov- 
ernment; nor  will  he  make  any  effort 
to  get  such  permission  until  a  de- 
cision has  been  reached  on  those  the- 
aters that  are  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  Alien  Property  Cus- 
todian, Siritzky  announced. 

Abel  Gance,  director-producer  of 
"Beethoven"  and  "Lucrezia  Borgia" 
wangled  a  deal  from  Fouret  Car- 
meray,  governmental  director  of  the 
French  film  industry,  to  the  effect 
that  U.  S.  or  U.  K.  film  companies 
with  frozen  credits  in  France  can 
produce  "Vampire  of  Dusseldorf," 
with  Gance  in  charge.  Queried, 
"How  Come?"- — Siritzky  shrugged 
his  shoulders.  In  reply  to  another 
question,  Sam  said  that  so  far  as  he 
knew,  it  was  a  take-it-or-leave-it 
deal. 

Siritzky  revealed  that  he  had  sewed 
up  Marcel  Carne  for  a  single  pic  deal. 
Carne,  whose  latest  opus  seen  in 
America  was  "Children  of  Paradise," 
is  skedded  to  arrive  in  Hollywood  in 
;he  Spring  of  '48  since  he  is  cur- 
rently busy  on  "Isle  of  Lost  Chil- 
dren." He  has  just  completed  "Door 
of  Night,"  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1,000,000. 
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THE  GREATEST  CAST 

EVER  ASSEMBLED 

IN  THE  CHAMPION 

MUSICAL  OF  ALL  TIME! 


By  Ihpu/ar  Demand/ 

BACKED  ALL  THE  WAY  WITH  20th  CENTURY- 
FOX  SMASH  SHOWMANSHIP -PLUS  THE 
GREATEST  RADIO  CAMPAIGN  EVER  ACCORDED 
A  MOTION  PICTURE! 

By  Bopu/ar  Demand/ 

DAY- AND- DATE  IN  HUNDREDS 
OF  THE  NATION'S  GREATEST 
THEATRES  LED  BY  THE  ROXY, 
NEW  YORK  CITY! 


f 


Vtk 


Starring 


\ ;  i  ii\    ;1  him 


DON  AMECHE  ETHEL  MERMAN 

■ 

-  JACK  HALEY  JEAN  HERSHOLT 

HELEN  WESTLEY  •  JOHN  CARRADINE 

DARRYL  F.  ZANUCK  In  Charge  of  Production  •  Directed  by  HENRY  KING 


Screen  Play  by  Kathryn  Scola  and  Lamar  Trotti  •  Adaptation  by  Richard  Sherman  •  Lyrics  and  Music  by  Irving  Berlin 
Dances  Staged  by  Seymour  Felix  •  Associate  Producer  Harry  Joe  Brown 


Brought  back  with 
all  its  songs,  all  its  stars, 

all  its  heart  by 

I 

Century-Fox 
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India  Producers  Aim 
For  Global  Market 


"With  India  on  the  threshhold  of 
independence,  leaders  in  the  film  in- 
dustry there  are  embarking  upon  a 
program  of  grabbing  a  chunk  of  the 
international  market.  Spearheading 
the  drive  is  Vajay  Bhatt,  prexy  of 
Prakash  Pictures,  who  told  the  met- 
ropolitan and  industry  press  last 
Friday  that  unless  Indian  production 
extends  its  markets  internationally, 
there  will  be  fewer  and  fewer  quality 
pix  produced  in  India.. 

When  Bhatt  flies  to  Hollywood 
next  Saturday  he  hopes  to  work  out 
a  deal  with  one  of  the  major  studios 
to  co-operate  on  a  Technicolor  pro- 
duction on  the  life  of  Euddha.  Prin- 
cipals in  the  cast  would  be  top-notch 
Hindu  players  speaking  in  English. 
Another  version  would  be  made  with 
the  same  cast  in  Hindustani,  pre- 
dominant language  of  India. 

Bhatt  brought  with  him  three  pix, 
"Bharat  Milap,"  "Ram  Rajya,"  and 
"Vikramaditya"  for  showing  to  pro- 
ducers   as   well    as   to   distributors. 

If  Hollywood  biggies  nix  his  offer, 
Bhatt  said  he  was  all  set  to  start 
black  and  white  production  on  the 
Buddha  story  when  he  returns  to 
India  in  June. 

So  far,  India  films  have  made  in- 
roads into  the  foreign  market  in 
such  places  as  Africa,  Mauretius,  the 
Fijis,  Iraq,  Iran  and  the  West  In- 
dies, Bhatt  declared.  The  only 
dubbed  versions  are  for  the  Iranian 
market. 

Other  bits  of  info.:  About  300  fea- 
tures are  produced  annually  in  In- 
dia. .  .  .  Top-notch  pic  can  be  pro- 
duced in  India  for  about  $700,000. . . . 
Occasionally  black  and  white  pix  are 
hand  tinted;  one  print  takes  three 
months  to  be  hand-colored  at  a  cost 
of  12  cents  a  foot. 

Bhatt's  visit  here  is  not  entirely 
commercial  for  he  will  also  attend 
the  India  Conference  to  implement 
greater  cultural  and  industrial  reci- 
procity between  his  country  and 
ours. 


"Shoe  Shine"  to  Lopert 

Distribution  rights  for  the  West- 
ern hemisphere,  the  U.  K.,  France, 
Belgium,  Holland  and  Scandinavia 
has  been  acquired  by  Lopert  Films 
for  "Shoe  Shine,"  Italian  film.  Film 
will  play  locally  next  Fall. 

Reade  Ad  Offices  Moved 

Publicity  and  advertising  depart- 
ments of  Walter  Reade  Circuit  is 
moving  to  new  offices  at  701  Seventh 
Ave. 


Public  is  Cold  To  "Issue" 

Bergman  Makes  Claim  in  Air  Forum 


(Continued 

Bad"  on  the  web's  School  of  the  Air 
"Opinions  Please"  series. 

"Of  course,  it  has  never  been 
proved  just  how  much  influence  any 
motion  picture  has  upon  the  public, 
but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  motion 
pictures  are  subject  to  a  rigid  pro- 
duction   code    which    compels    pro- 

-SAYS  BERGMAN 


"I  venture  to  say,  as  the  public 
itself  becomes  more  aware  of  the 
screen's  possibilities  and  indicates 
its  pleasure  in  seeing  motion  pic- 
tures of  a  more  revolutionary 
nature,  that  Hollywood  will  be 
the  first  to  recognize  this." 


SICK  LIST 


MARJORIE  GERLACH,  Paramount,  Oma- 
ha, has  returned  to  work  following  a  suc- 
cessful recovery  from  an  operation. 

AL  LICHTMAN,  M-G-M  executive,  is 
reported  recovering  rapidly  frcm  an  opera- 
tion and  may  be  released  from  Cedars  of 
Lebanon   Hospital,  Hollywood,   this  week. 


ducers  to  constantly  demonstrate 
that  the  bad  are  punished  and  the 
good  triumph,  we  could  easily  build 
up  the  case  that  motion  pictures  con- 
tain a  moral,"  Bergman  contended. 

"If  we  compare  the  contributions 
made  by  the  motion  picture  to  the 
culture  of  our  country  with  similar 
contributions  made  by  the  book  pub- 
lishing business  and  the  radio,  we 
could  easily  justify  the  importance 
of  motion  pictures  in  helping  to  ele- 
vate the  entertainment  standards  of 
the  public,"  he  added. 

"To  those  who  charge  that  it  is 
the  movies'  obligation  to  devote  its 
resources  to  changing  the  public 
taste  to  the  degree  that  the  movies 
will  have  more  influence  in  raising 
the  standards  of  entertainment,  I 
merely  ask  this  question:  'Who  could 
decide  what  is  good  and  what  is 
bad  ?'  "  the  Universal  exec,  continued. 


from  Page   1) 

"In  a  democracy  where  we  can 
choose  what  we  like  for  our  amuse- 
ment, provided  it  is  decent  and  not 
harmful  to  the  community,  let  us  at 
least  agree  that  the  movies  are  do- 
ing their  part  in  bringing  a  little 
margin  of  happiness  to  millions  who 
by  the  very  nature  of  things  want  a 
little  extra  fun  at  a  very  reasonable 
cost,"  Bergman  concluded. 

Declaring  that  of  some  350  enter- 
tainment films  which  are  made  in 
Hollywood  each  year,  approximately 
20  are  substantial  as  serious  drama 
or  as  truly  creative  diversion,  Crow- 
ther  suggested  that  he  was  confident 
that  the  average  movie  could  be 
vastly  improved  if  a  more  compli- 
mentary opinion  were  held  of  the 
public  by  Hollywood. 

"A  little  more  logic  and  propor- 

SAYS  CROWTHER 


"I  maintain  that  the  influence 
of  cheap  movies  .  .  .  is  bad,  and 
that  a  bane  of  our  civilization  is 
that  commercialism  floods  the 
market  with  such  films." 


tion  in  the  writing  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  films  and  a  little  more  hon- 
esty in  detail  could  eliminate  many 
of  the  faults,"  Crowther  said. 

Crowther  pointed  out  that  the  in- 
fluence of  films  are  bad  and  that 
gauging  appeal  by  box  office  returns 
was  erroneous  since  people  go  to 
movies  by  force  of  habit.  He  stressed 
his  concern  about  the  millions  who 
go  to  the  movies  regularly  and  with 
little  discrimination,  and  what  they 


Report  Some  Majors 
Oppose  Bidding  Slay 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  who 
was  contemplating  requests  for  stay, 
the  question  was  asked  whether  one 
or  more  of  the  majors  might  fight 
the  applications  in  oral  argument  be- 
fore the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court. 

One  attorney  is  reported  to  have 
replied:  "Don't  be  shocked  if  we  do." 

Reason  for  the  opposition  to  ex- 
cising auction  selling  from  the  decree 
is  the  reported  belief  by  several 
majors  that  the  new  method  will  be 
a  boon  to  revenues. 

Present  indications  are  that  only 
Paramount  among  the  majors  is  con- 
sidering a  request  for  stay  and  a 
decision  by  Para,  attorneys  is  ex- 
pected some  time  this  week. 


Grady  Named  Editorial  Director 

Lester  Grady  has  been  named  edi- 
torial director  of  Screenland,  Silver 
Screen  and  Movie  Show,  Paul  Hun- 
ter, publisher,  announced.  Grady  will 
continue  as  editor  of  Silver  Screen, 
with  Delight  Evans  continuing  as  ed- 
itor of  Screenland  and  Ruth  Taylor 
of  Movie  Show. 


Nine  Cocalis  Houses 
In  N.  J:  Go  to  B  &  Q 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
office  manager;  Sam  Seletsky,  book- 
er-buyer; Newell  Stepp,  Boston  dis- 
trict manager,  and  A.  C.  Kilpatrick, 
treasurer  of  the  circuit,  were  here  to 
finalize  the  past  with  Cocalis  offi- 
cials. 

Theaters  included  in  the  deal  are 
the  Elmora,  Royal  and  Strand,  Eliza- 
beth; Empire  and  Rahway,  Rahway; 
Park,  Newark;  Roslyn,  Roselle;  Park, 
Roselle  Park,  and  Maplewood,  Ma- 
plewood. 

New  houses  will  give  B  &  Q  a 
total  of  24  theaters  in  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and 
New  Jersey. 

MMPTA  Lauds  Unions'  Effort 

The  MMPTA  on  behalf  of  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  itself  ex- 
pressed its  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  following  IATSE  unions 
whose  co-operation  contributed 
greatly  to  the  successful  showing  of 
the  Red  Cross  trailer,  "Call  to  Ac- 
tion": Motion  Picture  Machine  Oper- 
ators, Local  306;  Stagehands,  Local 
4;  Stagehands,  Local  366,  and  Motion 
Picture  Machine  Operators,  Local 
650. 


Ohio  ITO  Opens  Fight 
On  Loral  Tax  Move 


Columbus,  O. — Warning  that  Go^ 
ernor  Herbert's  recommendation  th;, 
the  State  vacate  the  admissions  tal 
field  and  permit  municipalities  i 
impose  local  levies  would  bring  dow 
a  hodge-podge  of  local  amujKV 
taxes  ranging  up  to  10  per  ceW  %r 
Independent  Theater  Owners  of  Ohi 
is  urging  members  to  fight  a  pr< 
posed  bill  to  carry  out  the  recon 
mendation. 

In  a  bulletin  to  members,  the  IT ' 
points  out  that  any  benefit  to  smalk 
communities  from  the  repeal  of  tr 
state-wide  three  per  cent  tax  wou] 
be  of  short  duration.  Eventually,  sn 
cording  to  the  bulletin,  politiciar 
would  realize  that  a  community  ac 
missions  tax  is  easy  to  collect  thj 
they  would  find  some  reason  for  lev\ 
ing  it. 

Bulletin    lists    members    of    th 
House  taxation  committee,  which  i 
to  consider  the  bill,  and  urges  Ohi 
exhibitors  to  make  personal  calls  t. 
explain  their  opposition  to  the  legii 
lation. 


Three  St.  Louis  Branch 
Offices  Will  Switch 


St.  Louis  —  With  Universal's  es 
change  now  scheduled  to  move  int 
its  new  headquarters  at  Compto 
Ave.  and  Olive  St.  today,  ther 
is  to  be  a  three-way  switchin 
around  of  branch  offices  along  th  I 
Row. 

Republic  will  take  over  the  ol  I 
Universal  offices  at  3320  Olive  S1  I 
when  necessary  remodeling  and  dec  ) 
orating  there  is  completed  and  PRC  j 
Eagle  Lion  offices  now  at  3334  Oliv  I 
St.  will  take  over  the  present  Re 
public  quarters  at  3214  Olive  St. 


Paramount  Adds  Six 
To  Canadian  Releases 


Toronto — As  the  18  new  films  an< 
four  re-issues  announced  for  releas 
in  Canada  by  Paramount  in  1946-4 
are  considered  insufficient  to  mee 
demands,  six  more  new  films  hav 
been  added  to  the  schedule,  Gordoi 
Lightstone,  Canadian  general  man 
ager,  revealed.  Statement  follow 
a  two-day  special  conference  o 
branch  managers  and  salesmen. 

Tentative  list  of  additions  include; 
"Desert  Fury,"  "Dear  Ruth,"  "Th. 
Perils  of  Pauline,"  "Blaze  of  Noon,' 
"The  Imperfect  Lady"  and  "Varied 
Girl." 


Berman-Morros 

Marriage  of  Richard  Boris  Morros 
son  of  the  producer,  to  Diane  Joyce 
Berman,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Aaror 
Berman  of  West  Hartford,  Conn, 
will  take  place  today  at  the  Hotel 
Plaza. 


Tomorrow 
Night 

And  Every  Tuesday  Night  Till  April  29 
Over  163  NBC  Stations 

Bob  Hope 

springs 

THE  $75,000  QUESTION 

"Who  Can  Write  the  Best  Jingles  on 

Paramount's 


Yes  sir,  $75,000  in  prizes-— Chevrolets, 
Frigidaires,  Cash  —  from  Pepsodent, 
plus  scores  of  extra  local  awards, 
in  the  biggest  picture   contest  ever! 

Backed  by  a  billion  sales  messages 
for  6  weeks  on  the  air,  in  newspapers 
and  store  and  window  displays,  to 
insure  all-time  prize  grosses  for 


Bob  Hope's  Prize  Picture! 

Bob  Dorothy 

Hope  •  Lamour 

in 

Favorite  Brunette 

nh  Peter  Lorre  •  Lon  Chaney 

Produced  by  Daniel  Dare 
Directed  by  Elliott  Nugent 

il  Screen  Play  by  Edmund  Beloin  and  Jack  Rot* 
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French  Prod.  Faces 
Drop;  Subsidies  Urged 

Unless  French  producers  are  sub- 
sidized along  similar  lines  as  in 
Italy,  French  production  will  take  an 
unprecedented  nose-dive,  warned  Di- 
rector-producer Gregor  Rabinovitch 
upon  his  arrival  aboard  the  S.  S. 
America,  Friday. 

Rabinovitch  had  reference  to  the 
12  to  18  per  cent  rebate  the  Italian 
government  gives  to  native  pro- 
ducers. He  pointed  out  that  high 
production  costs  in  France  are  not 
amortized  because  of  the  huge  ad- 
mission taxes  and  the  comparatively 
low  admish  prices.  Therefore,  he 
suggested  a  rebate  from  grosses  to 
compensate  producers  for  their  loss- 
es, which  he  estimated  were  1,200,- 
000,000  francs  last  year. 

His  six-pic  deal  with  Columbia 
will  lead  off  with  "La  Traviata,"  to 
be  made  in  Italian  in  Italy.  He  will 
deliberately  refrain  from  using  big 
names;  instead  he  will  introduce 
"new  faces."  But  in  "La  Boheme," 
which  will  also  be  produced  in  Italy, 
but  in  English,  Martha  Eggerth  and 
Jan  Kiepura  will  be  starred. 

He  will  sandwich  the  production 
of  "Naked  Woman,"  starring  Dani- 
elle Darrieux,  between  the  two  op- 
eras. "Woman"  will  be  produced 
in  France  under  the  banner  of  Cine 
Alliance,  his  own  company. 


Bowman  Co.  Changes  Name 

Chicago — Ballard  Bowman  Films, 
Inc.,  360  N.  Michigan  Ave.,  has 
changed  its  name  to  Bowman 
Films,  Inc.,  with  Wesley  E.  Bowman 
president.  C.  R.  Ballard  has  retired 
from  the  company. 


Billboard  Bill  Defeated 

Albany — The  Desmond  bill  to  pro- 
hibit advertising  sign,  structure  or 
device  within  500  feet  of  the  nearest 
right  of  way  boundary  line  of  state 
thruway,  was  defeated  in  the  Senate 
Friday  by  a  vote  of  35  to  9. 


500  Great  Staters  Join  Brotherh'd 
Chicago — More  than  500  American 
Brotherhood  members  were  secured 
from  Great  States  employes  and  the- 
ater staffs  during  the  recent  drive. 


Seeress  or  Smart? 

Delight  Evans,  editor  of  Screen- 
land,  was  chortling  on  Friday  with 
— shall  we  say  delight?  In  an  open 
letter  to  Olivia  de  Havilland  in  the 
January  issue  of  the  fan  mag,  she 
told  the  star  she  had  "already  won 
the  Academy  Award"  for  her  per- 
formance in  Paramcunt's  "To  Each 
His  Own."  On  Thursday  night  her 
foresight  was  sustained  when  the 
star  was  awarded  the  "Oscar."  The 
Evans  gal  gained  a  further  break  for 
her  magazine  in  the  decision  to  run 
a  picture  of  deHavilland  on  the  front 
cover  of  the  April  issue.  Could  it 
be  that  Delight  has  a  crystal  ball? 
Or  is  she  just  darn  smart? 


Col.  Claims  Bidding  Expensive 

Sees  Co.  in  Unfair  Competitive  Position 


(Continued 
ing  and  refusing  to  license  a  feature 
on  the  same  run  to  a  competitor  as 
to  a  customer. 

The  petition  maintained  that  com- 
pliance with  the  decree's  order  to  li- 
cense pictures  by  auction  selling 
would  result  in: 

1.  Augmenting  sales  force 
from  100  to  140,  thereby  in- 
creasing selling,  costs  $6,000  per 
week  or  $300,000  per  annum. 

2.  Augmenting  office  staffs  in 
31  branches  t»  handle  increased 
paper  work  at  a  cost  of  $200,000 
annually.  Maintaining  duplicate 
records  in  the  home  office  will 
involve  an  additional  $100,000  a 
year. 

3.  Petitioners  being  placed  in 
unfair  competitive  position  since 
PRC,  Monogram  and  Republic 
are  not  bound  by  the  decree,  and 
"Big  Five"  enjoy  the  advantage 
of  owning  their  own  theaters. 
Only  way  to  compete  with  these 
situations  would  be  for  Colum- 
bia to  acquire  theaters  and  the 
company  is  not  in  a  position  to 
do  this. 

4.  Auction  selling,  would  slow 
down  the  rate  of  licensing  films 
which  will  result  in  a  slowdown 
of  capital  turnover.  This  would 
tie  up  the  company's  capital  in 
large  inventories  and  require 
costly  refinancing  and  borrow- 
ing. 

5.  Increased  costs  to  Columbia 
will  result  in  higher  film  rentals 
which  exhibitors  will  probably 
pass  on  to  the  public. 

6.  Change  to  competitive  bid- 
ding and  back  again  if  the  high 
Court  eliminates  that  portion  of 


from  Page  1) 

the  decree   "would   work   havoc 
with  the  petitioners  and  the  mo- 

I      tion  picture  industry  in  general." 

In  its  attack  on  block-booking,  the 
Columbia  plea  said  "there  is  not  a 
scintilla  of  proof  to  support  the  Dis- 
I  trict  Court's  finding  that  block-book- 
ing was  a  system  of  conditioning  the 
sale  of  one  picture  upon  the  sale  of 
another."  Block-booking  is  the  most 
economical  and  orderly  method  of 
selling  product  and  is  also  advan- 
tageous to  the  exhibitor  who  is  as- 
sured of  pictures  under  this  system, 
the  company  stated. 

Challenged  also  was  the  Court's 
right  to  inaugurate  a.  selling  system 
for  the  industry,  thus  establishing 
what  "is  practically  a  compulsory 
license  and  auction  system." 

Attorney  Louis  Frohlich  asked  the 
Court  for  a  hearing  on  March  24th. 
It  is  probable  that  Justice  Stanley 
Reed  will  set  a  date  some  time  that 
week  when  he  will  hear  the  argu- 
ments of  all  defendants  seeking 
stays. 


Entire  Hi  Court  May 
Hear  Appeals  for  Stay 

Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Justice  Stanley  Reed 
may  decide  that  the  appeals  for  a 
stay  is  sufficiently  important  to  put 
before  the  entire  court  when  it  recon- 
venes in  two  weeks.  In  order  that 
he  do  this  he  would  first  have  to 
order  a  stay  of  at  least  one  week 
because  some  provisions  of  the  New 
York  judgment  would  otherwise  be- 
come effective  April  1. 

Ordinarily,  such  petitions  would  be 
handled  by  a  single  justice,  but  it  is 
not  uncommon  to  place  the  matter 
before  the  entire  court. 


Memphis  Censor  Area  May 
Cover  All  Shelby  County 

Memphis — Censor  board  authorized 
by  the  Tennessee  Legislature  for 
Shelby  County  may  not  be  set  up 
and,  instead,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Memphis  board  may  be  extended 
to  include  the  county,  it  is  reported. 
General  opinion  is  that  there  are  not 
enough  County  theaters  outside  of 
the  city  to  justify  a  board.  County 
measure  is  thought  to  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  a  threat  to  run  "The 
Outlaw,"  banned  by  the  Memphis 
board,  in  a  theater  just  outside  city 
limits. 

Legislature  adjourned  Friday 
without  passing  an  admission  levy 
as  has  been  threatened.  When  the 
state  attorney  general  ruled  that 
the  sales  tax  would  not  apply  to 
theater  tickets,  it  was  indicated  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  brought  up. 


Favorite  Gets  Rights  to  Four 

Reissue  rights  to  Pickford-Lasky's 
"Gay  Desperado"  and  "One  Rainy 
Afternoon"  have  been  acquired  by 
Favorite  Films  Corp.,  Moe  Kerman, 

president,  announces.  Favorite  has 
also  acquired  rights  to  two  Dennis 
Morgan  films,  "Sea  Bandits"  and 
"Revolt  of  the  Zombies." 


Enterprise  Observes 
First  Anniversary 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Enterprise  Prods., 
headed  by  Charles  Einfeld  and  David 
Loew,  observes  its  first  anniversary 
today  with  a  record  of  achievements 
which  include  four  high-budgeted 
pictures,  and  a  talent  lineup  embrac- 
ing producers  David  Lewis  and 
Harry  Sherman,  directors  Lewis 
Milestone,  Andre  de  Toth,  and  Rob- 
ert Rossen,  Ingrid  Bergman,  Charles 
Boyer,  Norma  Sheai'er,  Barbara 
Stanwyck,  Joel  McCrea,  Veronica 
Lake  and  Ginger  Rogers. 

The  first  production  to  be  distrib- 
uted domestically  by  UA  is  "Ram- 
rod." Shortly  to  premiere  in  London 
via  Loew's  Int'l,  is  "The  Other  Love," 
the  Stanwyck  starrer  with  David 
Niven.  John  Garfield's  "Body  and 
Soul"  is  nearing  completion,  and 
"Arch  of  Triumph"  is  being  readied 
for  Spring  release. 


Hike  Wages  Up  to  40% 

Toronto — Wage  boosts  of  from  25 

to  40  per  cent  are  included  in  a  new 

contract  signed  by  Empire-Universal 

and  Local  73,  Film  Exchange  Union, 

IATSE. 


Quebec  Votes  Law 
Banning  Drive-ins 


Montreal — Legislation  to  ban  ope 
air  film  showings,  which  thus  doom 
drive-in  theaters  in  this  province 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Quebec  leg 
islative  assembly.  Infractions  wil 
be  punishable  by   a  $100  minimur 


unimi 


fine  and  a  maximum  $500  witlj 
months  of  imprisonment. 

Premier  Maurice  Duplessis  listei 
the  large  number  of  religious  or 
ganizations  which  requested  th> 
passing  of  the  law,  and  added  tha 
he  concurred  in  their  charges  tha 
open  air  showings  of  film  occasionei 
violation  of  the  law  stipulating  tha 
children  under  16  years  of  age  wil 
not  be  permitted  to  attend  film  pre 
sentations  in  theaters.  Religiou: 
authorities  further  argued  that  sucl 
night  shows  provided  occasion  fo: 
immorality  among  young  people. 

Liberal  opposition  put  up  no  figh 
and  the  second  and  third  readings 
were  adopted. 


Strict  Fire  Regulations 
In  New  Hampshire  Bill 

Concord,  N.  H. — Theater  men  whc  I 
have  studied  New  Hampshire's  first 
state- wide  fire  prevention  law,  pro- 
posed in  the  Legislature,  have  beeri 
impressed  by  the  strict  regulations  j 
provided  in  the  measure. 

Besides   establishing  a   state   fire  1 
warden's  office,  the  bill  would  set  up  | 
a  board,  headed  by  the  governor  and 
including  five  other  members  repre- 
senting interests  concerned  with  the  | 
state's  fire  problems. 

The  board  would  be  given  broad  1 
powers  to  "supervise  and  enforce  all 
laws  of  the  state  relative  to  pro-, 
tection  of  life  and  property  from! 
fire"  and  "regulate  the  storage,  sale 
and  use  of  combustibles;  installa- 
tion and  maintenance  of  automatic 
or  other  fire  alarm  systems;  con- 
struction, maintenance  and  regula- 
tion of  fire  escapes;  the  means  and. 
adequacy  of  exits,  in  case  of  fire, 
from  factories,  asylums,  hospitals, 
churches,  schools,  halls,  theaters  and 
other  places  of  public  assemblage/ 

Rosener  Circuit  Adds 
Two  Houses  in  Frisco 


West  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 

San  Francisco — The  Herbert  Rose- 
ner Co.  has  acquired  two  new  houses 
in  San  Francisco,  the  Stage  Door 
and  the  Nob  Hill,  bringing  its  total 
holdings  of  foreign  film  houses  to 
eight.  Property  has  been  purchased 
for  another  new  theater  in  San  Fran- 
cisco with  construction  scheduled 
when  building  materials  are  avail- 
able. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Chicago — Bob  LaVezzi,  of  LaVezzi 
Machine  Works,  is  the  father  of  a 
new  baby  girl,  Marilyn. 
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BIR  Hits  Anti-Trust 
activity  Earnings 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
by  many  motion  picture  corporations 
Who  have  engaged  in  anti-trust  ac- 
tivities,   including   some   defendants 
in  the  New  York  equity  suit. 

The  ruling,  however,  BIR  said,  "is 
not-^a  be  construed  to  mean  that  a 
wi<  Jm  of  the  anti- trust  law  will 
iin    ^elf    disqualify    an    otherwise 


(qualified  taxpayer  from  relief  under 
Section  722." 

Affects  Sec.  722  Claims 

Section  722  has  opened  the  door 

~|for  corporations  to  collect  refunds 
on  payments  of  excess  profits  taxes. 
i Corporations  have  claimed  that  the 
pre-war   conditions  were    abnormal. 

F  In  general,   the   higher   the   normal 

-earnings  in  the  base  periods,  the 
higher  the  claim  for  tax  refunds.  In 
effect,  then,  the  BIR  has  ruled  that 
these  "normal  earnings"  cannot  be 

i  "padded"    by    earnings    from    anti- 

3  trust  activities. 

The  Bureau  said  that  the  burden 
rests  on  the  taxpayer  to  "establish 
the  fair  and  just  amount  represent- 
ing normal  earnings  to  be  used  as  a 

1  basis  for  determining  its  credit." 
"Where  actual  base  period  earn- 

|  ings  are  employed  in  reconstruction," 
BIR  said,  "earnings  attributable  to 

1  activities  carried  on  in  violation  of 
the    anti-trust    laws    must    be    ex- 
cluded." 
Violations   of  the   anti-trust  laws 

J  are  established  when  either  the  vio- 
lation is  admitted  by  the  taxpayer  or 
when  the  violations  have  been  ad- 
judicated by  a  "court,  commission  or 
other  tribunal  of  competent  juris- 
diction." 

In  the  New  York  equity  case,  the 
Bureau  may  act  on  the  decision  by 
the  Statutory  Court,  but  as  a  prac- 
tical matter  would  defer  action  until 
after  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court 
renders  a  decision. 

The  BIR  now  has  had  claims 
amounting  to  $4,500,000,000  filed 
with  it.  Among  these  are  claims 
from  pix  corporations,  although  the 
Bureau  declined  to  state  to  what 
extent. 

The  fact  that  a  taxpayer  is  a 
member  of  an  industry  characterized 
during  the  base  period  by  violations 
of  the  anti-trust  laws  will  not  give 
rise  to  any  presumption  that  the 
taxpayer  has  violated  such  laws. 
However,  where  a  taxpayer  apply- 
ing for  relief  under  Section  722  is  a 
member  of  such  an  industry,  its  base 
period  earnings  will  be  examined  for 
possible  abnormalities  resulting 
from  these  industry  practices.  Ab- 
normally high  earnings  arising  from 
such  conditions  will  be  adjusted.  If 
the  taxpayer  has  not  violated  the 
law,  and  if  its  earnings  are  abnor- 
mally low  as  a  result  of  such  indus- 
try practices,  the  circumstances  may 
constitute  a  qualifying  factor  for 
such  taxpayer,  BIR  said. 

Rich  Opens  Offices 

Leo  H.  Rich,  Inc.,  has  opened  of- 
fices at  1  Wall  St.  Firm  handles 
economic  marketing  research,  in- 
dustrial design  and  public  relations. 


REVIEWS  Of  DEW  FILMS 


"Time  Out  of  Mind" 

with    Phyllis  Calvert,    Robert    Hutton,    Ella 

Raines 
Univ.-lnt.  88  Mins. 

SUBTLY  FASHIONED  DRAMA;  INDI- 
CATED FOR  FEMME  AUDIENCE:  WELL- 
PRODUCED. 

This  manages  to  be  an  interesting  dis- 
section of  New  England  mores.  Traditions 
as  rock  fcrund  as  the  w.k.  coast  are  dis- 
turbed. Genius  flares  up  and  a  seafaring 
family  strain  is  cut  short.  Meanwhile  it  is 
the  woman  who  waits,  sees  the  apple  of 
her  eye  go  off  to  Europe  and  return  years 
later  married  to  another.  This  segment  is 
engineered  by  Phyllis  Calvert,  it  is  indi- 
cated, and  Robert  Hutton  comes  back  to 
her  a  composer  managing  to  write  music 
frrm  borrowed  themes. 

Following  a  recital  in  which  he  fouls  up 
the  presentation  there's  an  alcoholic  session 
back  at  the  family  manse  in  Maine.  Miss 
Calvert  is  around.  Hutton's  sister,  Ella  Raines 
comes  and  goes.  Shortly  afterward,  Hutton 
snaps  out  of  it  and  really  writes  something 
good — the  New  England  Symphrny.  Through 
the  conniving  graces  of  Miss  Calvert  it  is 
played  and  Hutton's  genius  recognized.  He 
is  divorced  and  a  wedding  with  Miss  Cal- 
vert looms. 

The  Rachel  Field  novel  in  its  translation 
to  film  terms  imparts  a  dramatic  note  that 
is  strange,  to  make  an  understatement.  A 
few  interesting  insights  into  music,  musi- 
cians, critics,  claques  and  their  reverse, 
are  worked  into  the  telling.  These  latter 
elements  manage  to  touch  off  bits  of  color 
and  relief. 

Robert  Siodmak's  direction  has  level  con- 
tinuity. The  chief  players  and  many  in  sup- 
porting roles  easily  fit  their  talents  into 
the  backgrounds  and  contribute  much  to 
the  ensuing  spectacle. 

CAST:  Phyllis  Calvert,  Robert  Hutton,  Ella 
Raines  Eddie  Albert,  Leo  G.  Carroll,  Helena 
Carter,  John  Abbott,  Henry  Stephenson,  Olive 
Blakeney,  Harry  Shannon,  Janet  Shaw,  Emil 
Ramcau,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Lillian  Fontaine, 
Houseley  Stevenson. 

CREDITS:  Producer-Director,  Robert  Siodmak; 
Screenplay  by  Abem  Finkel,  Arnold  Phillips; 
Based  on  Rachel  Field  novel;  Cameraman,  Maury 
Gertsman;  Art  Directors,  Bprnard  H°rzbrun,  John 
F.  DeCuir;  Film  Editor,  Ted  J.  Kent;  Sound, 
Charles  Felstead;  Set  Decorations,  Russell  A. 
Gausman,  Ray  L.  Jeffers;  Assistant  Director, 
Fred  Frank;  Music,  Miklos  Rozsa,  Maria  Castel- 
nuovo-Tedesco. 

DIRECTION,  Effective.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  Very 
Good. 


United  Artists  Plans  to 
File  Stay  Appeal  Today 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

admission  price  provisions  of  the 
edict. 

Maintaining  that  the  District 
Court  in  enjoining  the  setting  of 
minimum  admission  prices  deprives 
the  appellant  of  property  rights  un- 
der the  Copyright  Law,  the  petition 
also  attacks  the  prohibition  against 
the  granting  of  clearances  which 
are  calculated  to  protect  the  li- 
censor's revenue. 

Also  under  assailment  is  the 
Court's  lack  of  recognition  of  the 
company's  right  to  choose  its  own 
customers  on  the  basis  of  past  good 
business  relations  and  the  placing 
of  the  burden  of  proof  in  litigation, 
arising  out  of  clearance  disputes, 
upon  the  distributor  defendants. 


SHORTS 


"The  New  North" 
National  Film  Board  of  Canada 

10  Mins. 
For  All  Audiences 

The  Canadian  Northland,  two- 
thirds  of  which  are  in  the  first  stages 
of  development,  has  a  great  future 
ahead  with  the  opening  of  the  Alaska 
Highway.  Dogsled,  tractor  train  and 
airplanes  first  penetrated  the  North- 
ern wastes  which  now  are  accessible 
by  highway  transportation.  Some  of 
the  reasons  for  Canada's  future  pros- 
perity are  shown.  Also  problems 
which  have  to  be  met  to  keep  the 
road,  which  brings  thousands  of 
tourists  annually,  in  repair.  Educa- 
tional and  acceptable  for  all  audi- 
ences. 


"Behind  the  Mike" 

Columbia  9  Mins. 

Entertaining 

Familiar  radio  "voices"  are  pre- 
sented in  this  Screen  Snapshots 
(Number  6  —  Series  26)  look-see  at 
the  men  behind  the  mikes.  Included, 
among  others,  are:  Wendell  and  Ken 
Niles,  Jim  Ameche,  Ben  Grauer,  Har- 
low Wilcox,  James  Wallington,  Dan 
Seymour,  Bill  Goodwin,  John  Reed 
King,  Truman  Bradley  and  Don  Wil- 
son. A  running  commentary  accom- 
panies and  introduces  each  person- 
ality.   Entertaining  and  interesting. 

"Bear  Facts" 

Universal  10  Mins. 

Most  Amusing 

Children  will  love  this  footage 
which  follows  three  bear  cubs  into 
all  kinds  of  trouble.  It  then  records 
the  reactions  of  Fox  pups  to  things 
going  on  about  them.  Nature  at  its 
most  amusing,  it  should  please 
adults  as  well. 


"Fowl  Brawl" 

Columbia  6  Mins. 

Should  Please 

A  sly  fox  enters  a  hen-house  in 
search  of  a  chicken  dinner  but  is  in- 
terrupted by  the  watch-dog.  He 
dons  the  disguise  of  a  chick  and  fools 
the  dog,  momentarily.  A  mad  scram- 
ble follows  which  ends  when  a  young 
chick,  annoyed  by  the  interruption 
of  her  slumber,  lets  go  with  an  old 
shotgun.  Should  please  children  and 
adults  as  well. 


"Musical  Moments" 

Universal  8  Mins. 

Novel  and  Colorful 

Andy  Panda  is  interrupted,  while 
he  is  giving  a  Chopin  piano  concert, 
by  Woody  Woodpecker  who  decides 
to  polish  the  piano.  Intrigued  with 
the  music,  Woody  joins  in  to -make 
it  a  duet,  then  starts  off  on  his  own. 
Barnyard  disturbances  have  no  ef- 
fect on  him  till  a  drunken  horse  sets 
the  place  on  fire,  and  he  tries  to  fin- 
ish the  concert7 without  losing  a  note. 
Quite  novel  and  colorful,  with  some 
good   music  for  good  measure. 
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Pink  Will  Establish 
Foreign  Film  Circuit 


Latest  effort  in  establishing  a  na- 
tionwide network  of  foreign  film  the- 
aters was  announced  Friday  at  a 
press  conference,  called  by  Trans- 
international  Pictures  Corp.  of  Los 
Angeles.  Prexy  Sidney  J.  Pink,  visit- 
ing New  York,  revealed  that  the 
company's  present  plans  call  for 
showing  of  foreign  pix  in  three  L.  A. 
houses,  three  'Frisco  houses,  two  in 
Seattle  and  one  each  in  Oakland  and 
Tacoma.  At  a  later  date,  leases  will 
be  inked  for  additional  theaters  in 
Denver,  Salt  Lake  City  and  Dallas. 

Marc  Gilbert,  prexy  of  the  affili- 
ated company,  Transinternational  of 
New  York,  announced  at  the  same 
confab  that  he  would  try  to  acquire 
a  string  of  houses  in  the  East  for 
showing  the  foreign  pix  he  purchases 
periodically  in  Europe. 

Pink  told  the  press  that  this  com- 
pany had  arranged  to  show  22  pix 
distributed  by  Superfilm.  For  the 
current  year,  Transinternational  of 
L.  A.  will  exhibit  about  50  foreign 
films,  including  British  product. 

"Nais,"  Marcel  Pagnol  picture,  re- 
leased here  through  Siritzky,  is 
skedded  for  American  preeming  at 
the  Las  Palmas  in  L.  A.,  May  1.  Pink 
related  how  the  Mayan  Theater,  ex- 
legit  1,500-seater,  finally  got  into 
the  chips  with  dual  offering  of  Czech 
and  French  pix.  Combination  took 
in  $37,000  in  five  weeks,  according  to 
Pink.  Portola  Theater,  1,000-seat  de- 
luxer  in  'Frisco,  brought  in  $5,000 
for  the  first  four  days  on  a  similar 
bill. 

Pink  is  convinced  that  though 
overseas  pix  can  never  be  a  threat 
to  Yankee  product,  demand  for  some- 
thing different  which  supposedly 
characterizes  European  films  will 
continue  to  draw  more  and  more 
fans.  He  pointed  out  that  three 
main  groups  attend  foreign  film 
houses:  1)  foreign-born  who  attend 
for  nostalgic  reasons;  2)  "arty" 
patrons  who  prefer  European  pix  to 
domestic  stuff;  3)  and  those  who 
seek  a  thrill  from  "spicy"  pix. 


in  REUJ  II1DUSTRV  POSTS 


ROBERT  FINE    artist,   Filmack,  Chicago. 

ARCHIE  SHELLEY,  operator,  Arcade  Theater, 
Detroit. 

EDWARD  WADDELL  .operator.  Arcade  Theater, 
Detroit. 

ALEXANDER  GRAY,  manager,  Alvin  Theater, 
Detroit. 

ROBERT  PHELPS,  assistant  manager.  Grant 
Theater,   Detroit. 

AL   KRIMM,   operator.    Grant  Theater,    Detroit. 

VERNON  BERG,  publicist,  Eagle-Lion,  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

JOHN  C.  GREER,  circuit  booker.  Screen  Guild 
exchange,  Dallas. 

LEE  MURPHY,  manager.  State  Theater,  Plant 
City,   Fla. 

ROBERT  LAMB,  former  Paramount  booker,  to 
Paramount  student  salesman,  covering  West- 
ern Michigan. 

AMOS  LEONARD,  formerly  with  Paramount  in 
St.  Louis,  to  Columbia  salesman  for  West- 
ern   Michigan    territory. 


CHARLES  SCHWEINER,  manager.  State  Theater, 
Rockford,    III. 

R.  L.  NICHOLS,  manager,  Apollo  Theater,  Bt)- 
videre.  III. 

HOWARD  MINSKY,  Skouras  circuit.  New  York 
City,  N.  Y. 

LON  YOUNG,  film  and  tele  accounts,  M.  New- 
man &  Associates,   Hollywood,  alif. 

HUGH  NESBITT,  city  salesman.  Universal,  St. 
Louis. 

HARRY  HYNES,  JR.,  Missouri  salesman.  Uni- 
versal, St.  Louis. 

HARRY  ZACK,  head  booker.  Universal,  St.  Louis. 

EDDIE  STEVENS,  head  booker.  Eagle  Lion-PRC, 
St.    Louis. 

GEORGE  PHILLIPS,  Eastern  Missouri  salesman. 
Universal,  St.  Louis. 

THOMAS  PICHA,  manager,  Virginia  Theater 
Detroit. 

SAM  PLOTKIN,  operator,  Piccadilly  Theater, 
Detroit. 

JOSEPH  ELIAS,  manager,  State,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 


Doyle  Named  India 
Head  for  20fh-Fox 


Dismissal  Decision  Reserved 

Decision  has  been  reserved  in  the 
Appellate  Division  on  appeal  from 
dismissal  of  an  infringement  suit 
brought  by  Columbia  against  Nor- 
man Krasna.  Case  hinges  on  a  play 
owned  by  the  film  company.  It  was 
alleged  Krasna  infringed  on  a  prop- 
erty called  "Dear  Mr.  Private,"  in 
his  stage  play,  "Dear  Ruth." 


Co-op.  Theaters  for 
N.  Z.  Gov't  Housing 

Wellington,  N.  Z.  (By  Air  Mail) 
— The  Government  has  announced 
that  in  all  the  major  Government 
housing  settlements  throughout  the 
dominicn,  co-operative  societies  will 
have  exclusive  control  of  picture 
thearers   erected. 


A  series  of  promotions,  in  keeping 
with  the  policy  of  promotions  from 
within  the  ranks,  was  announced 
Friday  by  Murray  Silverstone,  presi- 
dent of  20th-Fox  International.  Pro- 
motions include  the  naming  of  Ar- 
thur G.  Doyle,  former  India  manag- 
ing director,  to  district  manager  of 
India,  China,  Hong  Kong,  the  Philip- 
pines, Singapore,  Siam  and  Indo 
China. 

Herbert  White,  managing  director 
of  Cuba,  succeeds  Doyle  as  manag- 
ing director  of  India.  Currently  at 
the  home  office,  White  will  leave  for 
his  new  spot  later  this  month.  Other 
appointments  include  three  former 
war  veteran  students  of  the  training 
school  started  by  Silverstone  in  Jan- 
uary, 1946. 

Andrew  Jaeger,  becomes  manager 
of  Puerto  Rico,  replacing  Carlo  Zeno, 
retired.  John  Finder,  who  has  been 
with  the  branch  in  Switzerland,  be- 
comes assistant  manager  of  Belgium. 
Oscar  Lax  is  being  transferred  from 
Belgium  to  become  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Middle  East,  under  John 
Lefebre,  home  office  representative 
for  the  Near  and  Middle  East,  with 
headquarters  in  Cairo. 


Marshall  Urges  Freedom  of 
Screen  for  German  People 

Moscow  (By  Radio)— The  issue  of 
freedom  of  the  screen  was  raised  for 
the  first  time  by  Secretary  of  State 
George  Marshall  at  the  Conference 
if  Foreign  Ministers  here  at  the 
week-end.  General  Marshall  assail- 
ing the  totalitarian  police  state  told 
the  Council  that  in  order  to  forever 
>tamp  out  anti-democratic  ideologies 
in  Germany,  the  German  people 
''must  enjoy  unrestricted  access  to 
information  obtained  by  means  of 
all  media  of  public  information  in- 
cluding the  films,  the  theater  and 
music." 


De  Rochemoni  to  Do 
Color  Shorts  For  UW 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
company  to  make  the  films,  while 
United  World  has  budgeted  $3,500,- 
000  for  the  two-year  project,  de- 
signed as  the  first  pictorial  teach- 
ing course  on  geography. 

Production  is  slated  to  start  about 
April  1,  with  the  first  subject  to  be 
delivered  to  UW  this  Fall.  De 
Rochement  expects  to  have  36  of  the 
teaching  films  completed  by  June, 
1948. 

A  world-wide  staff  of  pictorial  re- 
porters is  to  be  set  up  under  the 
plan,  to  shoot  footage  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, Europe,  Scandinavia,  the  Neth- 
erlands, the  Near  and  Far  East, 
Africa  and  South  and  Latin  America. 

Dr.  Wallace  W.  Atwood.  president 
emeritus  of  Clark  University,  and 
other  education  authorities,  will  act 
as  technical  advisors  on  production. 

Under  de  Rochemont's  16-weeks-a- 
year  pact  with  20th-Fox,  the  pro- 
ducer is  said  to  be  permitted  such 
outside  activity.  It  is  considered 
likely,  however,  that  when  he  re- 
ports to  the  studio  in  September,  his 
contract  will  be   settled. 


Tohnston  to  Appear  Before 
Gov't  Com.  on  Communism 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  MPAA  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston  has  been  selected 
to_  testify  before  the  House  Com- 
mittee on  Un-American  Activities 
next  week,  as  that  group  begins  con- 
sideration of  legislation  to  outlaw 
Communists  and  the  Communist 
Party. 

Johnston,  two  weeks  ago,  sug- 
gested to  the  House  Labor  Commit- 
tee that  employers  be  permitted  to 
fire  Communists  simply  because  they 
are  Communists. 

Witnesses  will  include  Govern- 
ment, business  and  labor  heads.  But 
the  Committee  is  inviting  no  testi- 
mony from  Communists  or  the  gen- 
eral public. 


Jack  L.  Warner  Given 
Medal  of  Merit 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

industry,  indoctrinated  them  in  th 
needs  of  the  armed  services,  and  e^ 
tablished  the  first  motion  picture  un: 
of  the  Air  Forces  himself. 

"In  addition  to  providing  the  fu 

Awarding  of  the  Medal  ofM^^ri 
to  Jack  L.  Warner  is  an  "ho^|  de 
served  and  earned,"  Rep.  Gordon  I 
McDonough  told  the  House  in  Wash 
ington.  The  citation  accompanyin 
the  award  made  to  Warner  by  Presi 
dent  Truman,  Representative  Mc 
Donough  said,  "reveals  the  unselfis 
service  Mr.  Warner  rendered  to  th 
Nation."  The  entire  citation  was  in 
serted  in  the  Congressional  Recor 
by  Rep.  McDonough. 

use  of  motion  pictures  for  comba 
purposes,  he  produced  more  than  10' 
films  for  the  recruitment  of  person 
nel,  the  training  of  officers  and  mei 
and  the  education  of  the  public  ii 
various  phases  of  the  war  effort." 

$235,000  Settlement  Ends 
Pickwick  Anti-Trust  Suit 


Forthcoming  filing  of  withdrawa 
stipulations  on  an  appeal  from  a  dis 
missal  decision  handed  down  in  194' 
in  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  hen 
and  in  Federal  Court,  New  Haven 
will  bring  to  a  settlement  the  Pick 
wick  Theater,  Greenwich,  Conn.,  anti 
trust  suit  against  major  distributor: 
filed  six  years  ago. 

Original  action  asked  $5,000,001 
damages.  It  alleged  the  Pickwicl 
was  forced  to  close  in  1939  due  t< 
inability  to  secure  product  on  ai 
equitable  run  in  relation  to  Stamforc 
and  Portchester,  N.  Y. 

Settlement  figure  was  given  a; 
about  $235,000. 

Charles  Millman  Dead 

Sacramento,  Calif. — Charles  Mill- 
man,  owner  of  the  Roxy  Theater,  is 
dead.  Before  taking  over  the  house 
he  was  manager  of  the  Warner  ex- 
change in  San  Francisco  for  aboul 
20  years. 
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R  28  YEARS 

THE  INDUSTRY'S  GREATEST 

BOOK  OF  REFERENCE 


l  Over  1000  Pages 
<  Covers  Everything 
<     Beautifully    Bound 
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1947 


YEAR  BOOK 

OF 

MOTION  PICTURES 


29TH  EDITION 
WILL  CONTAIN   EVERYTHING 
ANYONE  IN  ANY  WAY  INTER- 
ESTED IN  MOTION   PICTURES 
MIGHT  WANT  TO  KNOW. 


Soon  Ready  For  Distribution 
Free    To   All  Subscribers  Of 

THE  FILM  DAILY 


Reserve  Your    Copy    NOW  —  Mail   This  Coupon   Today 


Film  Daily  Year  Book  covers — in  One  Volume — all  statistical 
and  informative  data  on  the  motion  picture  industry  and  places 
at  the  finger  tips  of  executives,  producers,  distributors,  exhibitors 
and  all  those  in  any  way  interested  in  the  film  industry  a  wealth 
of  valuable  information. 
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Hollywood    Office 
6425  Hollywood  Blvd. 


ALL  THE  NEWS     Hollywood,    Calif. 
ALL  THE  TIME 


THE  FILM  DAILY 
1 501    Broadway 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  THE   FILM   DAILY,  and  send  me  my  copy  of  THE  FILM 
DAILY  Year   Book  as   soon   as   it  is  off  the  press.      I   enclose  $10.00    (Foreign  $15.00). 


FDAILY- 


Name 


A  subscription  to  THE  FILM  DAILY  will  not  only  keep  you 
informed  on  up-to-the-minute  news  and  reviews  but  will 
answer  your  every  question  on  motion  pictures  throughout  I  street 
the  year. 


City    State 


Adventure! 
Action!      ft 
Romance! 


mm 

with  '  •*.  -.- — *"5fl 


RICHARD  ARLEN 

Jennifer  HOLT  •  Lee  SHUMWAY 


Producer,  JACK  SCHWARZ 
Director,  BERNARD  B.  RAY 


Fearless! 

Daring! 

Roaring! 


Russell  Edmund 

WADE  •  MacDONALD 

Douglas  Susan 

BLACKLEY  •  WALTERS 


Produced  and  Directed  bv  WILLIAM  BERKE 


"THE 

-  Sells  ot 

Glamour!  ■*  1 

SanFemando 

Donald  WOODS  •  Gloria  WARREN 
Shirley  O'HARA  •  Anthony  WARDE 


Producer,  JAMES  S.  BURKETT 

Associate  Producer 
RENAULT  DUNCAN 

Director 
TERRY  MORSE 


Ni4.:!j# 


Rugged 
Daredevils 
of  the 
North! 


~y 


Rochelle  HUDSON  Jack  LaRUE 

Austin  WILLIS  •  Frank  PERRY 

Producer,  LARRY  CROMIEN 
Associate  Producer,  JACK  W.  OGILVIE 
Director,  STERLING  CAMPBELL 


DETECTIVE  ACTION   STREAMLINERS 

THE  HAT  BOX  MYSTERY"      Tom  NEAL  ■  Pamela  BLAKE  •  Virginia  SALE 
The  Case  of  the  BABY  SITTER"      Tom  NEAL  •  Pamela  BLAKE  •  Virginia  SALE 

Directed  by  LAMBERT  HILLYER 


.trlbotea  by 


HOME  OFFICE:  346  So.  La  Brea,  Hollywood,  California    •     FOREIGN  DEPT.:  723  7th  Avenue,  New  York  City 


timate  In  Character 
uternational  in  Scope 
ndependent  in  Thought 


The  Daily  Newspaper 
Of  Motion  Pictures 
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Del.   Trust  Suit  Names  Majors,  Rep.,   Schine 


Reeling  'Round 
WASHINGTON 


By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER   = 

WASHINGTON 

3ACK  of  the  winning  of  the  Academy 
Award  for  documentaries  by  the  Army- 
iade  film,  "Seeds  of  Destiny"  is  a  little- 
nown  story  of  Army  fear  of  "competing" 
yith  H  llywood.  This  fear,  which  almost 
lesulted  in  "Seeds"  not  being  nominated 
or  the  Academy  Award  was  prompted  by 
"number  of  protests"  of  Army  "compe- 
ition"  by  Hollywood  companies.  This  despite 
the  fact  that  rules  set  up  by  the  Academy 
tself  specifically  and  expressly  invite  sub- 
mission rf  Government-made  documentaries. 
It  was  not  until  less  than  24  hours  before 
he  deadline  for  nominations  that  the  Army 
submitted  its  bid  for  the  award  and  then 
inly  after  direct  intervention  by  Maj.  Gen. 
.owell  W.  Rooks,  UNRRA  Director  Gen- 
2ral.  Here's  the  story: 

•  • 

THE  story  starts  with  desire  cf  William 
Welis,  UNRRA  pix  chief,  and  Arch 
Mercey,  then  film  chief  of  OWMR,  to 
see  t^e  flm  nominated.  Wells  discovered 
that  UNRRA  could  not  nominate  the  film. 
Mercey  stepped  in  and  suggested  that  he, 
as  a  representative  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
ment, nominate  the  picture.  Mercey  got 
in  touch  wirh  Army  Public  Relations  and 
was  told: 

1.  Mercey  could  not  nrminate  the  film. 
Only    tie   Army   could. 

2.  The  Army  didn't  want  to  nominate  it 
anyway. 

Wells  then  wrote  a  letter  to  Brig.  Gen. 
L.  T.  Lanham  director  of  information  and 
education  division  of  the  War  Department. 
General  Lanham  is  in  charge  of  the  entire 
Army  orientation  program  thr  ugh  films. 
Hare,  in  part  is  General  Lanham's  reply  to 
Weils'  plea  that  "Seeds"  be  nominated  for 
tthe  Academy  Award: 

"I  quite  agree  with  your  point  of  view 
crncerning  the  picture  'Seeds  of  Destiny.' 
.  .  .  I  regret  to  tell  you  that  my  proposal 
has  not  been  concurred  in  by  those  agen- 
cies having  primary  interest.  I  am  inf  rmed 
that  such  action  runs  counter  to  established 
War  Department  policy  in  that  the  War 
Department,  an  instrumentality  of  govern- 
ment, WOULD  BE  ACTIVELY  COMPETING 
WITH  PRIVATE  INTERESTS  (Caps,  Mine). 
II  am  further  informed  that  this  policy 
was  adopted  as  the  result  of  a  number  of 
protests  by  private  concerns  when  the 
Academy  of  Motion  Picture  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences named  a  War  Department  picture 
Ifor  an  Academy  award.  ...  It  remains  my 
ipositive  conviction  that  'Seeds  of  Destiny' 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Shore  Theater,  Milford, 
Asks  $105,000  Damages  in 
Action  Filed  in  Washington 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  An  anti-trust  suit 
seeking  treble  damages  totaling 
$105,000  was  filed  in  District  Court 
here  over  the  week-end  against  the 
"Big  Eight,"  Republic  Pictures  and 
the  Schine  Circuit.  Suit,  charging 
numerous  "monopolistic"  and  "dis- 
criminatory" practices,  was  brought 
by  Shore  Amusements,  Inc.,  opera- 
tors of  the  Shore  Theater  in  Milford, 
Del. 

Target    of    the    suit    is    Schine's 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Drexel  Injunction 
Suit  is  Dismissed 


Columbus,  O.  —  Judge  Cecil  Ran- 
dall in  Franklin  County  Mandate 
Court  dismissed  the  injunction  suit 
of  the  Drexel  Amusement  Co. 
against  Universal  in  which  the  plain- 
tiff sought  to  prevent  the  defendants 
from  selling  films  to  other  theaters 
in  the  Drexel  competitive  area. 

Drexel,  operated  by  the  Miles  cir- 
(Continued  on  Page  14) 


Ranh9  Honor  Guest 
At  MPAA's  Jubilee 

J.  Arthur  Rank,  Britain's  film  ty- 
coon who  will  pay  his  second  visit 
to  the  U.  S.  in  early  May,  will  be 
the  guest  of  honor  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  dinner  which  will  mark  the 
MPAA's  25th  anniversary,  it  was 
learned  yesterday.  Date  and  other 
details  are  expected  to  be  fixed  at 
a  meeting  of  major  company  execs, 
with  MPAA  officialdom  here  to- 
morrow. Rank  is  expected  to  arrive 
in  New  York  on  May  7,  and  dinner 
may  be  set  for  the  next  day. 


Buffalo,  Rochester 
Talk  Admission  Taxes 


"Gentleman's  Agreement' 
For  Release  This  Season 


Twentieth-Fox's  decision  to  re- 
lease Darryl  F.  Zanuck's  production 
of  "Gentleman's  Agreement"  this 
season  instead  of  next  year  as  orig- 
inally planned,  yesterday  caused 
(Continued  on  Page    15) 


Buffalo — This  city  and  Rochester 
are  among  the  cities  mulling  local 
amusement  levies  when  enabling 
legislation  is  signed  in  Albany. 
Neither  city  has  made  any  definite 
move  in  that  direction  but  the  mat- 
ter is  beina:  talked  in  official  places. 

Mayor  Bernard  J.  Dowd,  of  Buf- 
(Continued  on  Page   15) 


SRO  Sales  Managers  to 
Meet  Here  Tomorrow 


Neil  Agnew,  SRO  president,  and 
Milton  Kusell,  general  sales  man- 
ager, have  summoned  all  SRO  district 
sales  managers  to  attend  a  two-day 
general  sales  meeting  at  the  Wal 
dorf- Astoria  opening  tomorrow,  it 
was  announced  yesterday.  Attend- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


British  Film  Scare  Ended 

Gevaert  to  Supply  Belgium-Made  Stock 


French  Buying  Combine 
Not  'Blackmail'— Siritzky 

Siritzky -Pathe-Gaumont  buying 
combine  which  was  revealed  exclu- 
sively in  yesterday's  The  Film 
Daily  was  explained  in  slightly  more 
detail  at  a  press  conference  held  in 
the  offices  of  Siritzky  International 
yesterday. 

Aside  from  the  obvious  advantage 
(Continued  on  Page  10) 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Britain's 
threatened  raw  stock  squeeze  es- 
timated by  some  sources  as  a  weekly 
shortage  of  1,500,000  feet,  has  been 
dissolved  with  an  arrangement  under 
which  Gevaert,  Ltd.,  of  Belgium, 
offered  to  supply  the  needed  footage. 

Offer  was  reported  at  a  meeting 
between  officers  of  the  CEA  and 
members  of  the  Newsreel  Associa- 
tion. Gevaert  is  said  ready  to  supply 
(Continued  on  Page  16) 


British,  American  Groups 
Buy  Into  South  African 
Distributor,  Theater  Cos. 


A  three-way  distribution  and  the- 
ater alliance  between  the  Schlesinger 
group  of  South  Africa,  the  J.  Arthur 
Rank  group,  of  Great  Britain,  and 
Universal  in  this  country,  was  an- 
nounced yesterday  simultaneously  in 
London,  Johannesburg  and  New 
York. 

Under  the  deal  Rank  and  Uni- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


'Oscars'  Send  'Take' 
for  'Years'  Soaring 

By  winning  the  Academy  Award 
early  in  its  national  run,  Samuel 
Goldwyn's  "The  Best  Years  of  Our 
Lives"  appears  likely  to  derive  more 
revenue  as  a  result  of  the  accolade 
than   any  previous   winner. 

Announcement  of  the  prize  proved 
an  immediate  box-office  stimulus, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


UN  May  Defer  World 
Freedom  of  Info  Parley 

Lake  Success  —  Proposed  World 
Conference  on  Freedom  of  Informa- 
tion, including  motion  pictures,  the 
press  and  other  informational  media, 
may  be  postponed  until  early  next 
year  because  of  the  press  of  other 
UN  business,  it  is  learned.  Confer- 
ence was  ordered  by  the  General  As- 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


I  ml.  Gov.  Puts  Ascap 
Bill  Up  to  Congress 

Indianapolis  —  Governor  Gates 
vetoed  the  anti-Ascap  bill,  one  of 
the  10  measures  killed.  In  his  veto 
message,  the  Govern'r  asserted  that 
the  measure  was  open  to  serious 
constitutional  questions.  "Further- 
mere,"  he  added,  "It  deals  with  a 
subject  which  in  my  opinion  can 
only  properly  be  dealt  with  on  a 
national  level.  If  any  legislation  along 
the  lines  of  this  act  is  to  becrme 
law  it  should  be  action  of  the  Fed- 
eral Congress." 
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Frank  Metetre  Rites 

St.  Louis — Funeral  services  were 
conducted  Saturday  for  Frank  Lee 
Metetre,  74,  veteran  member  of 
IATSE  Local  6. 
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Stay  Hearing  Date  Waits 
On  Additional  Petitions 


Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — With  two  petitions 
for  stay  of  the  effective  date  of  the 
provisions  of  the  New  York  judg- 
ment now  before  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court,  Justice  Stanley  Reed,  who  will 
hear  argument  on  the  proposals,  is 
delaying  the  setting  of  a  definite 
date  in  anticipation  of  further  peti- 
tions. Only  two  now  before  him 
are  from  Columbia  and  Universal, 
and  it  was  explained  at  the  Court 
yesterday  that  no  definite  move  will 
be  taken  toward  arranging  a  hear- 
ing until  other  petitions  are  received 
or  there  is  definite  word  that  other 
petitions  will  not  be  filed. 


UA  Stay  Plea  En  Route 

UA's  application  to  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court  for  a  stay  of  those 
provisions  of  the  N.  Y.  Statutory 
Court's  decree  from  which  it  has 
appealed  was  placed  in  the  mails  yes- 
terday as  scheduled. 


Variety  Toppers  Meet  On 
Coast  Convention  Plans 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DATLY 
Hollywood — Members  of  the  Vari- 
ety Clubs'  international  executive 
committee  are  meeting  this  week  to 
detail  plans  for  the  Variety  con- 
vention to  be  held  here  May  13-17. 

Robert  O'Donnell,  chief  barker; 
William  McCraw,  executive  director, 
and  Winifred  Cutler,  executive  sec- 
retary, arrived  yesterday  to  meet 
with  Charles  P.  Skouras,  chief  barker 
of  Tent  25,  and  convention  chair- 
man. Also  scheduled  to  attend  the 
meetings  are  George  Bowser,  Dave 
Barshon,  Sherrill  Corwin,  Dr.  Ben 
Feingold,  W.  H.  Lollier,  Jack  Ber- 
man,  Willard  Keith,  George  Topper, 
Oscar  Oldknow  and  Howard  Stub- 
bins. 


British  Industry  Unions 
Cautioned  on  Short  Week 


London  (By  Cable) — Pointing  out 
that  powerful  unions  such  as  the 
Transport  and  General  Workers  have 
onlv  recently  secured  a  45-hour  work- 
ing week,  Tom  O'Brien,  general  sec- 
retary of  the  National  Association  of 
Theatrical  and  Kine  Employes,  has 
cautioned  industry  workers  that 
there  is  no  early  hope  of  a  40-hour 
week  in  the  British  film  industry. 

In  a  letter  to  studio  stewards  and 
council  members,  O'Brien  reminded 
that  present  contracts  do  not  expire 
for  18  months.  He  asked  confidence 
among  NATKE  members  and  re- 
quests that  no  time  limit  be  placed 
on  union  negotiators. 


Paramount  Asks  Chicago 
Bids  for  "Blue  Skies" 


Chicago  —  Paramount  has  re- 
quested competitive  bids  on  "Blue 
Skies"  from  the  Vision,  Harmony 
and  Four  Star  Theaters  here,  and 
also  from  the  Manta  Rose  Circuit 
and  the  Liberty  Theater,  Michigan 
City,   Ind. 


Food  Luck  Humpering 
Berlin  Studio  Work 

Berlin  (By  Cable)  —  Fifty  per 
cent  of  the  workers  in  film  studios 
in  the  Tempelhof  area  have  been 
absent  or  ill  in  the  last  two  weeks 
due  to  undernourishment,  a  semi- 
monthly report  of  the  Military  Gov- 
ernment states.  The  food  problem 
is  being  felt  in  printing  circles  where 
the  work  week  has  been  cut  and 
operations  are  generally  curtailed. 


500  to  Attend  Parley 
Of  Nat'l  Review  Board 


Over  500  representatives  of  film 
councils  throughout  the  country  will 
attend  the  38th  anniversary  confer- 
ence of  the  National  Board  of  Review 
of  Motion  Pictures  which  opens 
Thursday  at  the  Hotel  Pennsylvania. 
Theme  of  the  conference  will  be 
"The  Motion  Picture  in  a  Changing 
World." 

Speakers  at  the  one-day  session 
include  Jean  Benoit-Levy,  UN  film 
chief,  who  will  discuss  plans  for  film- 
ing UN  activities;  Louis  de  Roche- 
mont  on  further  development  of 
documentary  technique;  Orton  Hicks 
of  Loew's  Int'l  will  talk  on  world- 
wide 16  mm.  operations;  Kenneth 
Macgowan,  former  producer;  Brian 
Aheme,  Mildred  L.  Batchelder;  Mrs. 
Majorie  Dawson,  Elizabeth  M.  Mc- 
Stea  and  Ralph  K.  Severs  of  Pruden- 
tial Playhouses. 

The  meeting  will  be  presided  over 
by  Quincy  Howe  and  Richard  Grif- 
fith, executive  director. 


Broidy  to  Chi.  Miami,  Dallas 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM  DAILY./. 

Hollywood— Steve  Broidy,  presfc 
dent  of  Monogram  and  Allied  Ar- 
tists, leaves  Hollywood  tomorrow 
for  Chicago,  accompanied  by  George 
D.  Burrows,  treasurer,  and  Howard 
Stubbins,  Pacific  Coast  franchise 
owner.  The  trio  will  attend  the 
quarterly  board  meeting  at  the 
Blackstone  Hotel  there  Saturday. 
Following  the  meeting,  Broidy  will, 
go  to  Miami,  to  attend  the  April  5 
world  premiere  "It  Happened  on 
Fifth  Avenue,"  and  then  go  on  to 
Dallas. 


Greek  Relief  Meet  in  Chicago 

Chicago— Arthur  Schoenstadt  and 
Van  Nomikos  addressed  yesterday's 
meeting  of  the  downstate  Greek 
Relief  organization.  Committeemen 
attending  included  George  Keraso- 
tes,  Steve  Bennis,  Lincoln  M.  Koletis, 
George  Constant,  Edward  Zorn  and 
Connie  Pappas. 


REEVES 

SOUND  STUDIOS,   INC. 


1600  BROADWAY 


Complete   Film  and 
Disc   Recording   Facilities 


COfllinG  and  G0MG 


DAVID  O.  SELZNICK  is  vocotioning  in  FIc 
da. 

W-  RAY  JOHNSTON,  chairman  of  the  boc 
of  Allied  Artists  Prods.,  Inc.,  returned  to  H' 
lywood  yesterday  from  Dallas. 

DON  WHITE,  secretary  of  NAVED,  has  1 
turned  to  Chicago  from  an  Eastern  b/"i» 
trip.  ///I 

HARRY   GOLDSTEIN,  Monogram's   Eastfiil 
ploitation    rep.,    left    for    Miami    yesterday    t 
work    on    the   campaign    for    the    world    premie 
of  "It  Happened  on   Fifth  Ave."   He's  due  ba 
in  two  weeks. 

NORMAN  AYERS.  Southern  division  sal 
manager  for.  Warner  Bros.,  left  last  night  ) 
Plane  for  Dallas. 

ROY     HAINES,     Warners'     Western      divisif 
sales   manager,   returned   yesterday  from  a  Mi 
west   tour. 

EDWARD  SCOFIELD,  SAM  TAYLOR,  BE' 
NARD  HARRISON;  JERRY  ROSENTHAL,  a] 
torney;  and  PAUL  GERARD  SMITH,  writer,  le| 
Hollywood  for  Las  Vegas  yesterday,  where  thj 
will  be  the  guests  of  honor  at  a  lunchel 
tendered  by  the  Las  Vegas  Chamber  of  Cor! 
merce. 

MORRIS  MECHANIC,  owner  of  the  New  Thll 
ater,   Baltimore    is   in  town. 

WILLIAM  K.  SAXTON,  Loew's  city  managl 
in  Baltimore,  was  on  Long  Island  over  tf 
week-end  . 

ANN  MARSTERS,  Chicago  Herald  America! 
film  editor,  returned  from  a  vacation  trip  I 
Cuba. 

JOHN  BALAMAN  is  back  in  Chicago  aftl 
a   California   vacation. 

GEORGE  WELTNER,  CLEMENT  CHRYSTAJ 
and   AL    DEANE   have   arrived    in    Sydney   by  ail 

J.  ARTHUR  RANK  is  due  in  New  York  froB 
London   on  May  7. 

CHARLES  SCHLAIFER,  20th-Fox  ad-publicitj 
exploitation  chief,  cancelled  his  planned  Soutl 
ern   trip. 

MANNING  CLAGETT  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  Bureau,  returned  to  the  capif 
last  night  from  New  York. 

LORRAINE     MARJORIE     LEVY,    daughter     1 
Joel    A.    Levy,    out-of-town    booker    for    Loew'' 
is    now    on    a     honeymoon    with    her     husban 
SAMUEL   LEVITT,  an  attorney.  The   couple  we.; 
married  March  14. 

HOWARD  DIETZ,  vice-president  and  directii 
of  advertising,  publicity  and  exploitation  fi|j 
M-G-M,  returned  yesterday  from  a  two-wee 
visit  to  the  studio. 

BURTUS  BISHOP,  JR.  district  manager  fij 
M-G-M,  returned  to  his  Dallas  headquarters  ye;l 
terday  after  visiting  Little  Rock  and  Arkc 
delphia. 

MARGARET   LECZER,   secretary  to   William 
Rodgers,   is  vacationing  at  Miami    Beach. 

GARY  COOPER,  accompanied  by  his  wif 
SANDRA  SHAW,  arrived  in  New  York  Monda) 
from  Hollywood.  The  Coopers  will  spend  tw 
weeks  here,  vacationing  and  seeing  the  Broac 
way    shows. 

RAMOS  COBIAN  Puerto  Rican  circuit  opei! 
ator,  left  New  York  by  plane  at  the  week-en 
after  concluding  arrangements  with  Walte 
Gould,  UA  foreign  manager,  for  the  premier 
of  "Carnegie  Hall"  at  his  Paramount  Theate 
in  San  Juan  on   April   8. 

LIGE  BRIEN,  Eagle-Lion  assistant  exploita 
tion  manager  leaves  for  Buffalo  today  for  th 
opening   of  "Bedelia." 

LAURITZ  MELCHIOR  and  his  wife  are  i 
South  Bend  ioday  as  part  of  a  concert  tour. 

JACK  FLYNN,  M-G-M  Western  manager,  re 
turning   from   exchange    inspection   tour. 


Did  You  Know   That  Our 
SCREENING  ROOM 

is  once  more  available  for 
your  use?  Modern  .  .  .  air- 
conditioned     .     .     .    R.C.A. 

High  Fidelity  Sound  and 
Simplex  Projectors  .  .  . 
Located  at  1600  Broadway. 

Can   We   "Show"   You? 

Call:  Circle  6-0081-2-3-4 
BONDED  FILM  STORAGE 

COMPANY,  INC. 


ALEXIS 


ZACHARY 


DIRECTED  BY 


PRODUCED  BY 


NOVEL  AND  SCREEN  PLAY  BY  STEPHEN  LONGSTREET  'ML- 
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Weilman  Slated  as 
Cinema  Lodge  Prexy 


Robert  M.  Weitman,  managing  di- 
rector of  the  N.  Y.  Paramount  and 
one  of  the  entertainment  industry's 
most   tireless 
workers  on  behalf 
>f  charitable   un- 
!er takings,   has 
jeen  nominated 
so  the  presidency 
of   New   York's 
Cinema  Lodge  of 
B'nai    B'rith, 
whose    member- 
ship has  now 
neached    1,400. 
Elections   will   be 
held  at  the  Hotel 
||  Astor  next  Tues- 
jll  day    night.    Jack 
*^  H.  Levin,  vice- 
„~„  w-r.-r.iAK,        president    and 
,  B0B  WE1TMAN        general    manager 
of  Confidential  Reports,  Inc.,  is  the 
incumbent  president. 

Nominated  for  vice  -  presidencies 
are  Julius  Collins  of  Ascap;  S.  M. 
Chartock,  theatrical  producer;  S. 
Arthur  Glixrn,  an  attorney:  Bernard 
Goodman  of  Warners;  Leo  Jaffe  of 
Columbia;  Marvin  Kirsch  of  Radio 
Daily;  Martin  Levine  of  Brandt 
Theaters;  Milton  Livingston  of  Uni- 
versal Pictures;  Nat  K.  Lcder  of 
Republic  and  Louis  A.  Novins  of 
Paramount.  With  the  exception  of 
Collins  who  is  currently  secretary, 
all  the  vice-presidents  are  renomina- 
tions. 

Max  B.  Blackman  of  Warners 
has  been  renom.nated  f:r  trea- 
surer; Malvin  T.  Davidson,  an  at- 
torney, has  been  nominated  for  sec- 
retary; Dr.  Morris  K.  Silberman  has 
been  nominated  for  sergeant-at- 
arms;  and  Rabbi  Bernard  Birstein 
of  the  Actors'  Temple  has  been  nom- 
inated for  the  p:st  of  second  chap- 
lain, Rabbi  Ralph  Silverstein,  the 
incument  chaplain  having  been  re- 
nominated. 


SRO  Sales  Managers  To 
Meet  Here  Tomorrow 


(Continued  from  Pa^e  1) 

ing  will  be  Sam  Horowitz,  Chicago; 
Edward  Fontaine,  Washington;  A. 
J.  Delcambre,  Dallas;  Tom  Duane, 
Boston;  Henry  Krumm,  Atlanta,  and 
John  Howard  of  Los  Angeles. 

Release  plans  for  "Duel  in  the 
Sun,"  "The  Paradine  Case,"  "Por- 
trait of  Jennie"  and  'Intermezzo" 
will  be  discussed  and  finalized. 


SEno  BIRTHDAV 
GREETinGS  TO 

Mar.  18 

Edward  Everett  Norton  B?tty  Compson 

Robert    Donat  Rosita   Morena 

Michael   Road  Smiley   Burnette 

Ben  Goldman 


Tuesday's  Tidings 

•  •  •  IF  THERE'S  BEEN  another  company  which  closed  its  first 
year  with  as  remarkable  a  record  of  achievement  as  that  hung  up  by 
the  Charles  Ein.'eld-David  Loew  Enterprise  Prods.,  Phil  M.  at  the  writing 

can't  recall Enterprise  was  one  year  old  on  St.  Patrick's  Day 

Most  indie  companies  in  their  first  stanza  o'  life  are  lucky  to  turn  out  one 
or  two  features But  consider  what  Char'ie  and  Dave  accom- 
plished:  In  their  first  year,  they  acquired  and  transform  3d  the  old 

Harry  Sherman  plant  into  strecm-lined  modern  studios,  signed  up  an 
imposing  array  of  producers,  directors  and  players,  completed  four  im- 
pressive pix,  "Ramrod,"  "The  Other  Love,"  "Arch  of  Triumph"  and 
"Body  and  Soul,"  set  up  a  unique  distribution  program  which  employs 
UA  domestically  and  Loew's  Int'l  overseas  as  a  substitute  for  the  original 
Universal  deal  and  re-introduced  ths  junket  premiere  with  "Ramrod's" 

bow  in  Salt  Lake  City Which  reminds  that  Enterprise  was  named 

alter  the  airplane  carrier  that  always  carried  the  attack  during  World 
War  II. . . .  . . A  happy  choice,  indeed! 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •  •  MAYBE  IT'S  BECAUSE  PHIL  M.  since  he  first  discovered  "A 
Thousand  and  One  Nights"  in  those  halycon  days  of  yore  always  has 
been  a  pushover  for  ta'es  of  old  Bagdad,  but  he  is  impelled  to  report  this 
Tuesday  morn  that  "The  Thief  of  Bagdad,"  now  at  the  Victoria  as  a 
Film  Classics  re-issue,  has   lost  nothing  in  entertainment  value  in  the 

passing  oi  some  six  years As  in  1943  when  Phil  M.  first  saw  this 

Sir  Alexander  Korda  Technicolor  fantasy,  it  delivers  a  full  measure  of 

Oriental  enchantment  for   all  ages  of   film  fans And  mighty   few 

pictures  in  the  intervening  years  have  touched  "The  Thief"  for  eye- 
filling  and  breath-taking  scenes 

V  V  ▼ 

O  •  •  THE  LEGION  OF  DECENCY  in  announcing  its  Class  B  rat- 
ing for  "Duel  in  the  Sun"  notes  that  producer  David  O.  Selznick  "Re- 
sponded with  co-operation  and  understanding  to  critical  reaction  subse- 
quent to  the  trial  engagement  of  the  film  in  Los  Angeles  and  has  thus 
displayed  an  awareness  of  responsibility  for  the  moral  and  social  in- 
teg  ily  of  motion  pictures". ....  .For  Phil  M's  money,  DOS  has  been  the 

patsy  in  L'affaire  "Duel" Aiter  all,  his  script   WAS  passed 

and    ditto    the    completed    picture 

»  w  v 

•  •      •     CUFF  NOTES:  Too  Lad  that  the  Academy  does  not  bestow 

"Oscars"  for  picture  promotion If  it  did,  "The  Best  Years  of  Our 

Lives"  would  have  hung  up  a  10th  for  what  Lynn  Farnol  quietly  has 
accomplished  for  the  Goldwyn  pic.  ...  •  Speaking  of  "Best  Years," 
didja  know  that  no  less  than  12  different  titles  were  tested  by  Audience 
Research  for  the  pic  before  the  choice  was  made.  ...  •  That  was  a 
nifty  shooting  chapeau  that  Grad  Sears  sported  Sunday  in  West- 
chester. ...     •   Credit  Al  Zimbalist  with  contributing  something  nifety 

in  the  way  of  philatelic  exp'oitation  for  "The  Thisf  of  Bagdad" The 

postman  yesterday  delivered  a  press  release  mailed  in  ancient  Bagdad 

itself The  cover,  with  its  eight  stamps,  goes  into  Phil  M's  growing 

collection.  ...  •  Walter  Reade  circuit  has  instituted  a  new  circuit- 
wide    policy    of    "an    exploitation    stunt    per    theater    per    week".    .    . 

•  New  that  "Best  Years"  has  added  the  Oscar  to  its  long  list  of 
awcrrds.  "it's  a  cinch  to  run  at  the  Astor  until  Labor  Day,"  opines  Maury 

Maurer If,   so,   the   Go'dwyn  pic  will  set  up   a  record  run  of  40 

weeks,  outdistancing  the  25-week  record  run  of  "Spellbound".  ...  •  Is 
it  true  that  Dave  Rose  has  asked  for  a  month's  postponement  in  the 
James  Mason  lawsuit?  ...  •  The  Diane  Berman-Richard  Boris  Morros 
nuptials  al  the  Piaza  yesterday  probably  set  a  new  record  for  the  number 

of   indust-y   toppers    present    at    a    wedding Everybody-^posilive'y 

everybody — was  there! 

T  T  T 


Heeling      'Round- 
WASHINGTON 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
should  be  seen  by  every  adult  in  the  coun- 
try." 

•  • 

£*ENERAL  LANHAM'S  letter  was  writ] 
^  ten  on  Jan.  13  —  just  four  days  be- 
fore the  deadline  for  submission  of  nT/$ 
inations  for  the  awards.  Wells  replies^'! 
General  Lanham  on  Jan.  14,  stating  that  he 
was  "puzzled '  as  to  the  industry's  pro- 
tests over  competiti  n  from  the  Army, 
since  A:ademy  rules  for  documentaries  ex- 
pressly invite  submission  of  gavernment- 
made  films. 

Finally,  on  the  day  before  the  deadline 
of  Jan.  17,  UNRRA  Director  Gsneral  R:oks 
called  General  Lanham.  Lanham  told  Rooks 
that  other  War  Department  officials  ob- 
jected to  the  submissicn  of  "S^eds."  Rooks 
then  got  in  touch  with  the  head  of  War 
Department  Public  Relations  and  convinced 
him  that  the  picture  should  be  nominated. 
The  Army,  at  the  last  minute,  reversed 
itself  and  on  the  afternon  of  the  day 
before  the  deadline,  nominated  "Seeds  of 
Destiny"  for  an  Academy  Award.  The  rest 
is  now  history  and  the  picture  that  was 
turned  down  for  theater  exhibition  as  "too 
gruesome"  won  the  Academy  Award  in  its 
class  General  Rooks  got  behind  the  pic- 
ture even  before  he  had  seen  it.  When  he 
saw  it  the  next  day  he  was  even  nrre 
convinced  that  he  had  done  the  right  thing. 

The  picture  was  made  by  the  Army  at 
the  specific  request  of  UNRRA.  It  was 
produced,  directed  and  supervised  by  C*pt. 
D-v:d  Mi'ler  of  the  Army  Signal  Corps. 
Miller,  formerly  with  M-G-M  new  has  re- 
turned to  that  company  as  assistant  direc- 
tor. 


Fntenarise  "Other  Love' 
In  British  Bow  March  27 


London  (Bv  Cable) — World  pre- 
miere of  Enterprise's  "the  0Lhsr 
Love"  will  be  held  in  Metro's  British 
showcase,  the  Leicester  Square,  a  j 
week  from  Thursday. 


SRO  Leases  St.  Louis  Space 

St.  Lcrjis — Selzn'ck  Releasing  Or- 
ganization has  taken  a  three-year, 
lease  for  space  on  the  fourth  floor 
of  the  Continental  Bldg. 


Rose  Hodes  Dead 

Rose  Hodes,  mother  of  RKO's  New 
York  exchange  manager,  Phil  Hodes, . 
died  at  her  Brooklyn  home  yester- 
day. 


CHARTERED 


SHANNON  THEATERS,  INC.,  Portag^v'lle, 
Mo.,  120  shares  of  $500  par  value  stock,  a'j- 
fior'zed  to  own  and  operate  theaters,  radio 
stations,  radio  entertainments,  etc.  Incorpora- 
tors include  Carroll  C.  Fuller,  30  shares;  Wil- 
I'am  C.  Kroeger  60  shares,  and  Leora  Kroeger, 
30  shares. 

EYE  GATE  HOUSE,  INC.,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
w!t'i  caD'tal  of  100  shares  no  rar  valu-?  stock, 
three  scares  subscribed,  to  ex^'blt  motion  pic- 
tures, lantern,  .slides,  stereripticians,  etc.  In- 
corporated by  Harry  B.  Frank,  David  Gerhardt, 
Milton   E.   Haft. 
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THE  BEST  YEARS  OF  OUR  LIVES 


LOOK  AT  THE  SENSATIONAL 
PRERELEASE  RECORD  TO  DATE! 


7 


NEW  YORK,  Astor 18th  WEEK 

CHICAGO,  Woods 14th  WEEK 

BOSTON,  Esquire 14th  WEEK 

LOS  ANGELES,  Beverly 13th  WEEK 

Palace 9th  WEEK 

Guild 2nd  WEEK 

MIAMI,  Colony 10th  WEEK 

JACKSONVILLE,  St.  John 3rd  WEEK 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  Playhouse 2nd  WEEK 

TAMPA,  State 2nd  WEEK 

Palma  Ceia 2nd  WEEK 

CINCINNATI,  Capitol 2nd  WEEK 

DENVER,  Aladdin 2nd  WEEK 

WASHINGTON,  Keith's. 2nd  WEEK 

MINNEAPOLIS,  Pan 2nd  WEEK 

SAN  DIEGO,  Mission 2nd  WEEK 

Adams 2nd  WEEK 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  United  Nations 1st  WEEK 

FORT  MYERS,  Lee 1st  WEEK 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  Trail 1st  WEEK 

PROVIDENCE,  Albee..  . 1st  WEEK 

LONG  BEACH,  Santa  Fe 1st  WEEK 

Town 1st  WEEK 

Cabart 1st  WEEK 

PALM  SPRINGS,  Plaza 1st  WEEK 

El  Paseo. 1st  WEEK 
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SAMUEL  GOLDWYN 


presents 
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STARRING 


-AND  SOON  THE  STORY  WILL  BE  THE  SAME,  AS  IT  OPENS  IN: 


Si v' 


Son  Pedro,  Col.,  Strand .....3/19 

Greeley,  Colo.,  Sterling _ 3/20 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  20th  Century 3/20 

St.  Louis,  Mo..  St.  Louis „ 3/20 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Town 3/20 

Portland,  Ore.,  Music  Box 3/21 

Richmond,   Va.,  Capitol 3/26 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Music  Hall 3/28 

Salt   Lake  City,  Utah,  Rialto 4/1 

Boise,    Ida.,    Rialto 4/1 

Provo,    Utah,    Academy 4/1 

long  Beach,  Cal.,  State  (M.O.) 4/2 

New  Orleans,  la.,  Liberty 4/2 

Orpheum 4/2 

Bakersfield,   Cal.,   Nile 4/2 

Phoenix,   Ariz.,   Vista 4/2 

Stockton,  Cal.,  State 4/2 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Strand 4/3 

Rochester,    N.    Y.,   Temple 4/3 

Santa  Ana.  Cal.,  West  Coast 4/3 

Sacramento,    Cal.,    Capitol 4/3 

Vallejo,  Cal.,  Senator 4/3 

Joplin,    Mo.,    Electric 4/3 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Lower  Mall 4/4 

University 4/4 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Empire 4/4 

Detroit,   Mich.,    Downtown 4/4 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Arcadia 4/4 

Pix 4/4 

Riverside,    Cal.,    Lido 4/4 

las  Vegas,  Nev.,  Huntridge 4/4 

Montreal,  Que.,  Kent 4/5 

Miami,    Fla.,    Royal 4/5 

Milwaukee,  Wise,   Riverside 4/5 

Ft.  Collins.,  Colo.,  State 4/5 

las  Vegas,  N.  M.,  Coronado 4/5 

Pocatello,    Ida.,   Capitol 4/5 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Power 4/5 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Klein  Memorial 4/5 

Macon,  Ga.,  Bibb 4/6 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Birmingham 4/6 

Charlotte,  N.  C,  Visulite 4/6 

Raleigh,   N.   C,  Colony 4/6 

Durham,  N.  C.  Uptown 4/6 


Greensboro,  N.  C,  State 4/6 

Greenville,   S.   C,   Paris 4/6 

San    Bernardino,   Cal.,   Studio 4/6 

El  Centro,  Cal.,  Valley 4/6 

Redwood  City,  Cal.j  Redwood 4/6 

Son   Jose,   Cal.,    Padre 4/6 

Burlingame,    Cal.,    Broadway 4/6 

Palo  Alto,  Cal.,  Varsity 4/6 

Salinas,  Col.,  Alisal 4/6 

Watsonville,  Cal.,  State 4/6 

Richmond,   Cal.,    Grand 4/6 

Berkeley,  Cal.,  U.  C... 4/6 

San  Mateo,  Cal.,  Baywood 4/6 

Alliance.  Neb.,  Rialto 4/6 

Pomona,  Cal.,  Sunkist 4/6 

Pueblo,  Colo.,  Main 4/8 

Spokane,  Wash.,  State 4/8 

Portland,  Me.,  Empire 4/9 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  New  Bedford....  4/9 

Bellingham,    Wash.,    American 4/9 

Boulder,  Colo.,  Varsity 4/9 

Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  Paramount 4/9 

Ogden,  Utah,  Ogden 4/9 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Broadway 4/9 

Worcester,    Mass.,    Plymouth 4/10 

Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  Avalon 4/10 

Altoona,    Pa.,    Olympic 4/10 

Laramie,   Wyo.,    Varsity 4/10 

Sheridan,    Wyo.,    Orpheum 4/10 

Moberly,  Mo.,  4th  St.. 4/10 

Coffeyville,    Kan.,    Ismo 4/10 

Longmont,    Colo.,    Longmont 4/11 

Sterling,  Colo.,  American 4/11 

Excelsior    Spgs.,   Mo.,    Siloam 4/11 

Sedalia,  Mo.,  liberty 4/11 

Topeka,  Kan.,  Orpheum 4/11 

Memphis,    Tenn.,    Strand 4/12 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Capitol 4/12 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Weis 4/13 

Hutchinson,    Kan.,    Strand 4/13 

Dodge   City,   Kan.,   Crown 4/13 

Calgary,    Alta.,    Grand 4/14 

Fresno,   Cal.,   Tower 4/14 

Edmonton,  Alta.,   Rialto 4/15 


Vancouver,  B.  C,  Vogue 4/16 

Hastings 4/16 

Winnipeg,    Man.,    Garrick 4/16 

Oklahoma   City,   Okla.,   Plaza... 4/16 

Criterion 4/16 

Everett,    Wash.,    Balboa v 4/16 

Aberdeen,  Wash.,  D  &   R... 4/16 

Cannon   City,  Colo.,  Rex 4/17 

Muscatine,    Iowa,    Palace 4/17 

Albany,   N.   Y.,   Grand 4/18 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Granby 4/18 

Wenatchee,  Wash.,  Vitaphone 4/18 

Hot  Springs,  N.  M.,  El  Rio 4/19 

Calexico,    Cal.,    Capitol 4/20 

Butte,    Mont.,    Montana 4/20 

Salina,    Kan.,    El    Ray 4/20 

Saskatoon,    Sask.,    Victory 4.. 21 

Billings,   Mont.,    Empire 4/23 

Gf.   Falls,  Mont.,  Rainbow 4/23 

Helena,    Mont.,    Antlers 4/23 

Missoula,    Mont.,    Roxy 4/23 

Duluth,    Minn.,    Granada 4/24 

Springfield,  Mo.,   Kickapoo 4/24 

Wichita,    Kan.,    Sandra 4/24 

Pittsburg,  Kan.,  Cozy 4/24 

La  Junta,  Colo.,  Scout 4/25 

McCook,    Neb.,   Temple 4/25 

Halifax,    N.    S.,   Casino 4/26 

Milwaukee,  Wise,  Alhambra  (M.O.J....4/26 

Newton,    Kan.,    Chief 4/27 

Winfield,    Kan.,    Zimm 4/27 

Ottawa,  Ont.,  Avalon 4/28 

Victoria,  B.  C,  Oak  Bay 4/28 

Dayton,   Ohio,   Colonial 4/30 

Pittsfield,    Mass.,    Colonial 4/30 

Lewiston,    Mont.,    Broadway 5/1 

Schenectady,    N.    Y.,    Erie 5/2 

Omak,  Wash..  Omak 5/2 

Chelan,  Wash.,  Ruby 5/2 

Belleville,  Ont.,  McCarthy: 5/9 

No.   Bay.,   Ont.,  Melrose 5/9 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Shubert 5/11 

London,  Ont.,  Elmwood 5/12 


FLASH!  31  INTERSTATE  PLAYDAj^SJUST  BOOKED  FOR  EARLY  APRIL! 
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From  a  novel  by 

MacKINLAY  KANTOR 

Director  of  Photography 
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'Oscars'  Send  'Take' 
for 'Years' Soaring 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
with  grosses  averaging  50  per  cent 
higher  in  most  situations. 

The  significant  advantage  enjoyed 
by  "Years"  is  that  it  has  opened  in 
comparative  few  situations,  all  of 
them  at  upped  admissions,  and  full 
effect  of  Award  is  yet  to  be  felt  as 

Estimates  as  to  what  the  array  of 
nine  "Oscars"  accruing  to  the  Gold- 
wyn  pic  means  in  added  domestic 
gross  biz  naturally  vary,  but  the  ma- 
jority of  trade  guesses  yesterday 
ran  up  to  $5,000,000.  Which,  it  was 
pointed  out,  is  not  bad  for  one 
night's  work. 

the  picture  makes  its  regular  rounds 
throughout  the  country.  This  situ- 
ation is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the 
position  of  previous  winners  which 
had  often  completed  most  of  their 
run  when  chosen  by  the  Academy. 

With  its  twenty-seventh  week  at 
the  Astor  headed  for  close  to  $40,000 
and  pic  headed  for  approximately 
another  five  months,  it  is  possible 
that  eventual  gross  in  that  situation 
may  reach  the  amazing  total  of 
$1,500,000.  When  this  figure  is  cou- 
pled with  that  of  the  Woods  Theater 
in  Chicago,  where  the  take  has  been 
on  a  par  with  the  Astor,  possible 
total  for  the  two  houses,  each  of 
which  seats  less  than  1,000,  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $3,000,000. 


Del.  Trust  Suit  Asks  $108,000 

Mil  ford  House  Hits  Majors,  Rep.,  Schine 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


Lord  Tyrrell,  Chief  UK 
Film  Censor  is  Dead 

London  (By  Cable)  —  William 
George  Tyrrell,  First  Baron  of 
Avon,  president  of  the  British  Board 
of  Film  Censors,  is  dead  here  at  the 
age  of  80.  Lord  Tyrrell  retired  from 
the  diplomatic  service  in  1934  and 
was  named  head  of  the  censorship 
body  voluntarily  set  up  by  British 
exhibitors. 

Lord  Tyrrell  on  taking  the  cen- 
sor post  was  against  the  injection  of 
controversial  politics  and  religious 
subjects  in  films. 


UlEDDinG  BELLS 


Kleinmcm-Ringhel 

Gladys  Kleinman,  who  has  been  as- 
sociated with  Jack  Level,  editor  of 
RKO  Radio's  house  organ  "Flash," 
for  the  past  five  years,  has  announced 
her  engagement  to  Sylvan  Ringhel 
of  Brooklyn.  The  marriage  date  has 
been  set  for  early  June. 

Ryan-Cross 

West  Coast  Bureau   of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — Peggy  Ann  Ryan  and 
Jimmy  Cross  were  married  yester- 
day. 


Plaza  Theater  in  Milford,  which, 
Shore  charged,  continued  to  get 
preferential  treatment  from  defend- 
ant distribs.  even  when  the  theater 
burned  to  the  ground  and  later  was 
set  up  in  the  back  of  a  fire  house. 
Schine's  "great  leasing  power"  was 
so  powerful,  the  suit  charged,  that 
during  one  period  after  the  fire 
when  plaintiff's  stand  was  the  only 
theater  in  Milford,  it  was  still 
olocked  from  getting  first-run  pic- 
tures. 

Schine  already  has  been  battered 
by  a  Government  anti-trust  suit  and 
its  appeal  from  an  adverse  decision 
by  the  Federal  Court  in  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  will  be  heard  by  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court. 

Suit's  Three  Petitions 

The  suit  asked  the  court,  among 
other  things  that: 

1.  Schine  defendants  be  en- 
joined and  restrained  from  leas- 
ing or  attempting  to  lease  an 
"excessive  number"  of  motion 
pictures  for  exhibition  in  Mil- 
ford for  the  "purpose  or  with 
the  effect  of  denying  the  plain- 
tiff an  adequate  supply  of  such 
films." 

2.  Distributor  defendants  be 
enjoined  and  restrained  from  re- 
fusing to  lease  motion  pictures 
to  the  plaintiff  on  a  competitive 
basis. 

3.  Distrib.  defendants  be  en- 
joined and  restrained  from  "dis- 
criminating" against  the  plain- 
tiff and  in  favor  of  Schine  in 
leasing  motion  pictures,  in 
granting  a  run  of  motion  pic- 
tures or  with  respect  to  film 
rentals  charged. 

The  suit  also  charged  that  with 
respect  to  the  "few  feature  pictures" 
that  Shore  was  able  to  obtain  from 
distribs.,  "plaintiff  has  been  required 
to  pay  discriminatory  film  rentals 
substantially  in  excess  of  those 
charged  Schine  for  like  pictures  in 
comparable    theaters." 

The  suit  charged  that  plaintiff  has 
been  "compelled  to  operate  the  the- 
ater largely  with  old  pictures,  re- 
issued pictures  and  the  inferior  pic- 
tures of  lesser  distributors  not  made 
parties  to  this  action." 

In  1939,  the  suit  said,  Schine  ac- 
quired the  Plaza  Theater  and  con- 
tinued to  operate  it  until  Sept.  29, 
1946,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
During-  this  time,  the  Plaza  was  the 
only  theater  in  Milford.  Construc- 
tion of  plaintiff's  stand  was  begun  in 
November,  1945. 

"Beginning  in  January,  1946,"  the 


suit  said,  "and  continuing  into  Octo- 
ber of  the  same  year,  J.  Myer  Schine, 
dominating  figure  in  the  Schine  de- 
fendants, directly  and  through  vari- 
ous officers,  employes  and  agents, 
made  determined  and  persistent 
efforts  to  buy  out  said  local  inter- 
ests and  to  take  over  management 
of  the  Shore  Theater. 

"Failing  in  those  efforts,  Schine 
defendants  in  furtherance  of  their 
unlawful  combination,  monopoly  ana 
attempts  to  monopolize,  and  by 
means  of  their  unlawful  combination, 
conspiracy  and  contracts  with  de- 
fendant distributors,  undertook  to 
prevent  plaintiff  from  securing  ade- 
quate supplies  of  suitable  motion  pic- 
tures with  which  to  operate  the 
Shore  Theater." 

Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Shore 
Theater  on  Oct.  29,  1946,  the  suit 
said,  distribs.  said  no  pictures  were 
available  to  it. 

Shore  Only  House  in  Town 

Fire  destroyed  the  Schine  theater 
on  Sept.  29,  1946,  and  from  that  time 
until  Nov.  15,  1946,  the  Shore  The 
ater  was  the  only  theater  operating 
in  Milford,  the  suit  said.  Despite 
this,  plaintiff  still  was  blocked  in 
attempts  to  get  first-run  pictures,  the 
suit  said.  On  Nov.  15,  1946,  Schine 
leased  the  recreation  room  in  the  rear 
of  a  volunteer  fire  house  and  set  up 
a  "make-shift  theater."  This  "the- 
ater" was  named  the  Community 
Theater  by  Schine  and  continued  to 
get  pictures  denied  the  Shore,  ac- 
cording to  the  suit.  The  Shore  The- 
ater has  500  seats  and  the  Com- 
munity (Plaza)  Theater  back  of  the 
fire  house  has  only  325  seats,  the 
suit  said. 

The  suit  also  charged  that  Schine 
obtained  "more  than  enough  pic- 
tures" to  operate  the  Community 
(Plaza)  Theater.  Before  the  fire,  the 
suit  said,  Schine  changed  the  pro- 
grams about  three  times  a  week. 
After  the  fire,  in  the  "make-shift" 
stand,  Schine  changed  the  program 
four  times  a  week  and  put  the  Shore 
Theater  at  a  further  "competitive 
disadvantage,"  the  suit  said. 

Defendants  in  the  suit  are  Para- 
mount, Loew's,  20th-Fox,  Warners, 
RKO,  Columbia,  Universal,  United 
Artists,  Republic,  Schine  Chain  The- 
aters, Schine  Circuit,  Chesapeake 
Theaters.  All  of  the  defendants  have 
offices  in  Washington,  including 
Schine. 

Attorneys  for  plaintiff  are  Abram 
F.  Myers,  Allied  States  General  coun- 
sel; Robert  M.  Gray  and  Daniel  J. 
Layton. 


Rank,  U-l  in  Deal 
With  Schlesinger 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
versal  have  acquired  an  interest  in 
African  Consolidated  Theaters,  Ltd. 
and  African  Consolidated  Films,  Ltd., 
with  control  of  the  companies  re- 
maining with  Schlesinger.  Latt/^j 
as  a  result  of  the  alliance,  plans  \gj' 

Announcement  yesterday  of  the 
Rank-Universal-Schlesinger  alliance 
bears  out  a  report  in  THE  FILM 
DAILY  of  Aug.  21,  1946,  that  Rank 
was  acquiring  an  interest  in  the 
Schlesinger  South  African  theaters. 

acquire  film  interests  in  both  Great 
Britain  and  the  U.  S.,  thereby  widen- 
ing the  operation's  scope. 

Pact  calls  for  distribution  of  Uni- 
versal-International and  Rank  pro- 
duct in  400  South  African  theaters 
operated  or  served  by  the  Schlesinger 
group.  In  addition,  it  is  anticipated 
■.hat  Rank  and  Universal  may  also 
become  interested  in  African  Film 
Productions,  Ltd.,  which  has  plans 
for  South  African  production.  Pro- 
ductions schedules  a  modern  studio  at 
Parkmore,  Johannesburg,  and  the 
Rank  and  U-I  production  resources 
would  be  made  available  to  the  new 
plant. 

Schlesinger's  theater  expansion 
plans,  announcement  stated,  are  be- 
ing: hampered  because  of  war  and 
building  restrictions  still  in  force. 
Full  building  program  will  be  carried 
out  as  soon  as  possible,  probably  in 
about  five  years,  on  sites  already 
acquired. 

UN  May  Defer  World 
Freedom  of  Info  Parley 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sembly  for  late  1947  but  a  delay  is 
anticipated    since    preparations    will 
take  time  and  the   General  Assem- 
bly will  reconvene  in  September. 

According  to  the  Assembly  resolu- 
tion, passed  Dec.  14,  1946,  the  pro- 
posed conference  will  be  "to  formu- 
late its  views  concerning  the  rights, 
obligations  and  practices  which 
should  be  included  in  the  concept  of 
freedom  of  information. 


Byron  Making  Army  Series 

Ted  Byron  has  been  commissioned 
by  the  Army  Recruiting  Service  to 
make  a  new  series  of  shorts  and  is 
at  work  editing  existing  Signal 
Corps  and  newsreel  footage.  Deal 
was  set  through  N.  W.  Ayer  &  Son, 
where  Byron  has  been  associated  for 
the  past  three  years. 


Acquire  "Idiot"  Rights 

U.  S.  distribution  rights  to  "The 
Idiot,"  French  drama  based  on  the 
Dostoievsky  novel,  have  been  ac- 
quired by  European  Copyrights  and 
Distribution,  Inc.,  which  will  release 
the  picture  within  the  next  few 
months,  it  is  announced  by  Andre 
Lelarge. 


Enterprise  to  Make 
Mitford  Tale  in  U.  K. 


London  (By  Cable) — First  Enter- 
prise feature  to  be  produced  on  this 
side  will  be  Nancy  Mitford's  "Pur- 
suit of  Love"  which  has  a  British 
background,  according  to  David 
Lewis,  Enterprise  producer  now  visit- 
ing here. 


STORK  REPORTS 


New  Britain,  Conn. — Herman  Dou- 
cette,  Music  Box  Theater  assistant, 
and  Mrs.  Doucette,  are  parents  of  a 
baby  girl,  Doreen. 


TO  EACH  HIS  OWN  .  .  .  AND  PARAMOUNT'S  OWN  IS 

livia  DeMvilland 

1946  Winner  of  the  Academy  Award  for 
the  Best  Performance  by  an  Actress ...  in 


Paramount 

salutes  its  newest  Academy  Award  winner  for  this 

honor  that  takes  its  place  beside  last  year's  Academy 

Awards  to  "The  Lost  Weekend"  and  the  previous 

year's  Academy  honors  to  "Going  My  Way." 


OLIVIA  De  HAVILLAND 

in 

TO  EACH  HISOWN"* 

with 

Mary  Anderson  ■   Roland  Culver 
Virginia  Welles  •   Phillip  Terry 

Bill  Goodwin  "  and  introducing  John  Lund 

a  MITCHELL  LEISEN  production 

Produced  by  Charles  Brackett 

Directed  by  Mitchell  Leisen 

Screen  Play  by  Charles  Brackett 

and  Jacques  Thery 
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DULY 


Tuesday,  March  18,  1947 


Fr.  Buying  Group  Not 
'Blackmail' — Siritzky 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
such  a  combine  would  have  in  buying 
product,  Sam  Siritzky,  company  vee- 
pee,  emphasized  the  bargaining  posi- 
tion the  triumvirate,  representing 
more  than  150  theaters,  would  have 
in  selling  French  pix  in  the  U.  S. 

Since  Pathe  and  Gaumont  are  pro- 
ducing outfits  as  well  as  distrib.- 
exhibs.,  they  must  be  ensured  of 
amortization  costs.  French  produc- 
tion cannot  be  amortized  domestic- 
ally, Siritzky  made  plain,  because 
of  the  high  production  costs  and  the 
inadequate  return  at  the  box  office. 
Ducats  are  price-fixed  by  the  gov- 
ernment. On  top  of  that,  exhib.  must 
pay  45  per  cent  tax  which  he  cannot 
pass  on  to  the  customer. 

Anticipating  criticism  of  the  com- 
bine's intent,  Siritzky  declared:  "It 
is  not  blackmail  .  .  .  France  is  plead- 
ing with  America  to  help  .  .  .  not  a 
cartel  .  .  .  France  wants  to  co- 
operate with  America." 

Reiterating  the  need  for  wider 
markets,  Siritzky  warned,  "French 
industry  will  perish"  unless  it  gets 
a  substantial  return  in  America.  He 
revealed  that  Pathe  and  Gaumont 
were  dickering  for  showcases  in 
American  key  cities. 

Siritzky  also  reminded  the  trade 
reporters  of  certain  points  that  are 
sometimes  forgotten:  France  is  still 
handicapped  by  shortage  of  elec- 
tricity and  equipment.  .  .  .Theaters 
continue  to  be  closed  two  days  a 
week  for  lack  of  electricity.  .  .  .  But 
business  is  terrific,  especially  with 
Yankee  pix  like  "Bathing  Beauties," 
"Cover  Girl,"  "Gay  Desperadoes," 
"Lost  Week  End"  and  "Sea  Hawk." 
.  .  .  Despite  heavy  handicap,  French 
producers  are  currently  working  on 
20  features,  at  the  rate  of  60  per 
annum  as  compared  with  pre-war 
average  of  100.  .  .  .  No  double  fea- 
tures because  of  the  governmental 
two-hour  limit  on  shows. 


Del.  MPTO  Names  Com. 
To  Act  on  Legislation 


Milford,  Del. — Proposed  legislation 
before  the  Delaware  General  Assem- 
bly was  discussed  at  a  meeting  of 
state  members  of  the  MPTO  of  Del- 
aware and  Eastern  Maryland.  Bills 
under  discussion,  including  an  en- 
abling act  to  permit  Wilmington  to 
impose  an  admissions  tax  and  a  cen- 
sorship bill,  were  outlined  by  A. 
Joseph  DeFiore,  who  presided. 

A  steering  committee,  empowered 
to  act  without  further  authorization 
from  the  entire  body,  was  approved. 
DeFiore  heads  the  committee,  which 
includes  Edgar  J.  Doob,  Lewis  S. 
Black,  A.  J.  Belair,  Mrs.  Reba 
Schwartz,  Reese  Harrington,  Walter 
Betz  and  Edward  C.  Evans. 


£  mm    Qf     m    Um  fjLmS     ^ 


Services  for  Mollan 

Hartford,  Conn.— Funeral  services 
were  held  in  New  London  for  Mal- 
colm Mollan,  81,  retired  newspaper- 
man, at  one  time  associated  with 
Fox  Film  Corp. 


"Stallion  Road" 

with  Ronald  Reagan,  Alexis  Smith,  Zachary 

Scott 
Warners  97  Mins. 

FINE  TRIANGULAR  DRAMATIC  THEME 
PLAYED  OUT  IN  FRESH  BACKGROUND. 
IT'S  HORSEY,  OUTDOOR  ROMANCE, 
WITH  SERIOUS  OVERTONES.  GOOD  BET. 

Included  in  the  virtues  possessed  by  this 
film  is  much  fine  dialogue.  Credits  state 
Bretaigne  Windust  was  dialogue  director. 
Marked  absence  of  the  cliches  distinguishes 
the  lines.  As  the  story  progresses,  a  fine, 
intense  warmth  is  generated  and  the  spec- 
tator can  sit   back  and   enjoy   it. 

In  the  dramatic  sense  the  fundamentals 
indicate  a  triangle  within  a  triangle  with 
fcur  people  setting  off  the  fireworks  and 
horses  supplying  background  action.  The 
locale  is  the  horse  breeding  country  of 
Southern  California  plus  problems  that  aid 
and  abet  a  handsome  veterinary  as  he  pur- 
sues his  professional  interests.  Not  all  his 
interests  are  professional  for  first  thing  you 
knew  there  are  a  couple  of  women  about 
and  they  lend  more  than  casual  interest  to 
ensuing  developments. 

In  the  beginning  it  is  indicated  that 
this  is  a  novel,  a  story  written  by  Zachary 
Scott,  who  comes  to  visit  his  friend,  Ronald 
Reagan,  at  his  ranch.  Almost  at  once  Peg- 
gy Knudsen  appears.  She  is  more  than  an 
acquaintance  to  Reagen,  being  also  wife 
of  the  local  banker.  Then  Alexis  Smith,  a 
neighboring  horse  breeder  becomes  involved 
when  her  mare  gets  sick  and  Patti  Brady 
comes  through  a  storm  for  aid.  Reagan 
responds,  so  does  Scott  and  against  the 
oat  burner  background  the  plot  makes  itself 
known. 

This  is  altogether  pleasant  stuff.  There's 
a  jumping  exhibition,  an  excursion  to  the 
beach  fcr  the  health  of  the  horses,  bits  of 
hunt  club  jumping  excitement  and  a  good 
deal  of  budding  romance  touched  up  by 
the  mental  maturity  and  understanding  of 
the  folk  involved.  The  sections  are  treated 
in  fine  directorial  style  by  James  V.  Kern 
and  he  arranges  his  pieces  to  good  effect 
with  the  ultimate  result  that  the  girl  gets 
the  right  man  and  Scott  takes  a  powder, 
writes   the   novel. 

The  story  structure  concludes  with  the 
relaxation  of  tension  brought  on  when  Rea- 
gan contracts  an  anthrax  infection  for 
which  medicine  knows  no  cure.  He  has 
been  experimenting  with  a  serum  on  horses. 
There  is  no  hope.  Miss  Smith  takes  a  long 
shot  chance  and  shoots  the  horse  stuff  into 
his  arm.  It  works. 

Performances  are  able.  Miss  Brady  is  a 
youngster  to   watch. 

CAST:  Ronald  Reagen,  Alexis  Smith,  Zachary 
Scott,  Peggy  Knudsen,  Patti  Brady,  Harry  Da- 
venport, Angela  Greene,  Frank  Puglia,  Ralph 
Byrd,  Lloyd  Corrigan,  Fernando  Alvarado,  Mat- 
thew  Boulton. 

CREDITS:  Producer  Alex  Gottlieb;  Director, 
James  V.  Kern;  Novel  and  Screenplay  by  Ste- 
phen Longstreet;  Cameraman,  Arthur  Edeson; 
Art  Director,  Stanley  Fleischer;  Film  Editor, 
David  Weisbart;  Set  Decorations,  Clarence  Steen- 
son;  Music,  Frederick  Hollander;  Orchestral 
arrangements,  Leonid  Raab;  Musical  Director, 
Leo    F.    Forbstein. 

DIRECTION,  Fine.  PHOTOGRAPHY,  First 
Rate. 


'  Mission  Completed" 

West   Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — The  three  Fifth  Ave. 
double-deck  open-top  buses  which 
left  New  York  on  Feb.  16  to  traverse 
a  3,860  mile  trip  to  Los  Angeles  to 
exploit  Roy  Del  Ruth's  "It  Happened 
on  Fifth  Avenue,"  Allied  Artists  re- 
lease, are  due  in  Los  Angeles  today. 


"High  Conquest" 

with  Anna  Lee,  Gilbert  Roland  and  Warren 

Douglas 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Monogram  83  Mins. 

DRAMATIC  ROMANCE  IS  WELL 
FLAYED  AGAINST  BACKDROP  OF  MAG- 
NIFICENT ALPINE  SETTINGS. 

The  towering,  forbidding,  beautiful  Swiss 
Alps  furnish  an  unusual  background  for  this 
ottering.  Richard  Angst  and  Tony  Braun 
photographed  the  Swiss  exteriors  and  Jack 
Greenhalgh  handled  the  camera  on  the  Hol- 
lywood members  of  the  cast. 

Irving  Allen  deserves  praise  on  two 
counts  —  as  producer  and  director.  He 
gained  good  performances  from  his  leads, 
Anna  Lee,  Gilbert  Roland  and  Warren 
Douglas,  while  one  of  the  best  scenes  in 
the  picture  is  enacted  by  John  Qualen 
and  Helene  Thimig.  C.  Aubrey  Smith,  Eric 
Felary,  Beulah  Bondi,  Mickey  Kuhn,  Fritz 
Lieber,  Douglas  Waltcn  and  Louis  Mercer 
are  among  the  principals. 

Warren  Douglas,  a  young  American,  comes 
to  Zermat,  a  small  town  in  the  Swiss 
mountains,  to  visit  the  grave  of  his  father, 
who  was  killed  while  ascending  the  Mat- 
terhorn.  He  falls  in  love  with  Anna  Lee,  a 
native,  thus  gaining  the  enmity  of  her 
sweetheart,  Roland,  a  guide  for  mountain 
climbers. 

Douglas,  who  has  no  liking  for  mountain 
climbing,  because  of  the  accident  that 
killed  his  father,  is  bullied  into  making  a 
climb  by  Roland.  They  finally  reach  the 
top  of  the  15,000  foot  Matterhorn  peak, 
where  Roland  attacks  Douglas  and  leaves 
him  to  die.  However,  Douglas  manages  to 
make  a  little  headway  down  the  mountain. 
Roland,  spurred  en  by  Anna  and  learning 
from  her  of  her  love  for  Douglas,  decides 
to  live  up  to  the  best  traditions  of  the 
Alpine  guides.  He  goes  to  the  rescue  of  his 
rival  and  is  killed  in  the  attempt. 

CAST:  Anna  Lee,  Gilbert  Roland,  Warren 
Douglas,  Beulah  Bondi,  Sir  C.  Aubrey  Smith 
John  Qualen,  Helene  Thimig,  Alan  Napier,  Eric 
Felary,  Mickey  Kuhn,  Louis  Mercier,  Richard 
Flato,  Geza  De  Rosner,  Al  Mathews,  John  Good, 
John  Vosper,  Wilton  Graff  Maurice  Cass,  Fritz 
Leiber,  Eddie  Parks,  Minerva  Urecal,  John  Blei- 
fer,   Douglas  Walton,   Regina   Wallace. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Irving  Allen;  Director, 
Irving  Allen;  Author,  Aben  Kandol;  Based  on 
the  book,  "High  Conquest,"  by  James  Ramsey 
Ullman;  Screenplay,  Max  Troll;  Cameramen, 
Jack  Greenhalgh;  Exteriors  photographed  in 
Switzerland  by  Richard  Angst  and  Tony  Braun; 
Musical  Director  Lud  Gluskin;  Supervising  Film 
Editor,  Otho  Lovering;  Editor,  Charles  Craft; 
Set  Decorations,  Raymond  Boltz,  Jr.;  Special 
Effects,  Augio  Lohman. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


See  St.  Louis  Tax  Threat 
Ended  as  Aldermen  Revolt 


St.  Louis — Friday's  revolt  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  which  refused 
to  permit  the  introduction  of  five 
measures  incorporating  parts  of 
Mayor  Kaufmann's  tax  program,  is 
seen  as  sealing  the  fate  of  the  pro- 
posed five  per  cent  amusement  ticket 
tax,  which  is  to  be  under  discussion 
at  a  public  hearing  this  Friday. 
Aldermen  are  expected  to  give  the 
ticket  tax  measure  similar  treatment. 

Mayor  Kaufmann  has  announced 
that  an  attempt  to  re-introduce  the 
bills  will  be  made  at  the  Friday's 
meeting  of  the  Board  but  it  is  ex- 
pected that  they  will  be  rejected 
or  allowed  to  die  in  committee. 


"Vigilantes  of 
Boomtown" 

with  Allan   Lane,    Bobby   Blake 
Republic  56  Mins. 

"RED    RYDER"   TAKES   A   FLYER   INTO 
PRIZE    FIGHTING;    NEW    TWIST    G/3 
OFF  TO  GOOD  NET   RESULTS.  M 

In  Nevada  of  an  earlier  day  prizefight..^ 
became  legal  and  forthwith  came  Gentle- 
man  Jim  Corbett  to  have  himself  a  match 
with  Bob  Fitzsimmons  for  the  edification ; 
of  Nevadan  sportsters.  Feminine  interven- 
tion loomed.  The  distaff  side  considered 
the  manly  art  a  low  spectacle. 

Corbett  comes  however.  Allan  Lane  im- 
mediately is  impressed  into  law  service. 
"Little  Beaver,"  played  by  Bobby  Blake,  is 
at  his  side  and  they  take  care  of  ensuing 
problems.  There  are  riots  and  a  plot  to 
loot  a  bank  during  the  fight  is  warmed 
over.  Lane  gets  a  few  pointers  in  fisti- 
cuffs from  Corbett.  Just  before  the  fight 
Lane  is  kidnapped  by  hired  thugs  who  mis- 
take him  for  the  fighter.  The  crooks  fail 
in  the  bank  job.  The  real  culprits  are  soon 
apprehended  and  the  fight  goes  on  as  per 
schedule. 

CAST:  Allan  Lane,  Bobby  Blake  Martha 
Wentworth,  Roscoe  Karns,  Roy  Bancroft,  Peggy 
Stewart,  George  Turner,  Eddie  Lou  Simms,  George 
Chesebro,  Bobby  Barber,  George  Lloyd,  Ted 
Adams,  John  Dehner,  Earle  Hodgins  Narlan 
Briggs,    Bud   Buster,  Jack  O  Shea. 

CREDITS:  Associate  Producer,  Sidney  Picker; 
Director,  R.  G.  Springsteen;  Screenplay,  Earle 
Snell;  Based  on  comic  strip  by  Fred  Harman; 
Cameraman,  Alfred  Keller;  Film  Editor,  William 
P.  Thompson;  Musical  Director,  Mort  Glick- 
man;  Sound,  Fred  Stahl;  Art  Director,  Fred  A. 
Ritter;  Set  Decorations,  John  McCarthy  Jr., 
Earle  Wooden. 

DIRECTION,   Okay.        PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


The  Guilty' 


with    Bonita  Granville  and    Don   Castle 

(HOLLYWOOD  PREVIEW) 

Monogram  71  Mins. 

WELL  PRODUCED  AND  WELL  PLAYED 
MELODRAMA  HAS  BONITA  GRANVILLE 
IN  A  DUAL  ROLE. 

Jack  Wrather  makes  an  auspicious  de- 
but as  a  producer  with  this  crime  melo- 
drama, while  John  Reinhardt,  recently  out 
of  the  service,  has  turned  in  a  good  job  of 
directing.  James  C.  Jordan  functioned  as 
associate  producer. 

Bcnita  Granville  does  good  work  in  a 
dual  role,  while  Don  Castle  gives  a  first- 
rate  performance.  Wally  Cassell  is  con- 
vincing  in  a  difficult  role,  with  Regis 
Toomey,  John  Litel,  Netta  Parker,  Thomas 
Jackson  and  Oliver  Blake  among  the  cap- 
able principals. 

Linda,  kind  and  sincere,  and  her  twin 
sister,  Estelle.  selfish  and  hard,  are  rivals 
for  Johnny  Dixon  (Cassell)  an  ex-service- 
man, who  suffers  from  war  injuries  and 
has  occassional    losses   of   memory. 

Linda  is  found  dead  after  a  visit  to 
Johnny,  and,  of  course,  he  is  suspected  of 
the  murder.  His  roommate,  Mike  Carr 
(Castle)  rushes  to  his  defense. 

Suspicion  also  falls  on  Estelle  and  Litel, 
who  is  a  roomer  in  her  home.  It  is  Heller 
(Tcomey)  a  detective,  who  finally  uncov- 
ers the  evidence  that  forces  Carr  to  admit 
the  crime. 

CAST:  Bonita  Granville,  Don  Castle,  Wally 
Cassell,  Regis  Toomey,  John  Litel,  Thomas  Jack- 
son Netta  Packer,  Oliver  Blake,  Caroline  An- 
drews. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Jack  Wrather;  Associate 
Producer,  James  C.  Jordan;  Director,  John  Rein- 
hardt; Author,  Cornell  Woolrich;  Screenplay, 
Robert  Presnell,  Sr.;  Cameraman,  Henry  Sharp; 
Art  Director  Oscar  Yerge;  Editor,  Olie  Caplan; 
Music   by  Rudy  Sehrager. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Tonight 

^'    And  Every  Tuesday  Night  Till  April  29  I 

Over  163  NBC  Stations 

Bob  Hope 

springs 

THE  $75,000  QUESTION: 

"Who  Can  Write  the  Best  Jingles  on 

Paramount's 


Yes  sir,  $75,000  in  prizes— Chevrolets, 
Frigidaires,  Cash  —  from  Pepsodent, 
plus  scores  of  extra  local  awards, 
in  the  biggest  picture   contest   ever! 

Backed  by  a  billion  sales  messages 
for  6  weeks  on  the  air,  in  newspapers 
and  store  and  window  displays,  to 
insure  all-time  prize  grosses  for.. 


Bob  Hope's  Prize  Picture! 

Bob  Dorothy 

Hope  •  Lamour 

in 

Favorite  Brunette 

with  Peter  Lorre  •  Lon  Chaney    ^ 

Produced  by  Daniel  Dare 
Directed  by  Elliott  Nugent 

Original  Screen  Play  by  Edmund  Beloin  and  Jack  R< 


NEW  YORK  RECORD  CROWDS 


JAM  GOTHAM  THEATRE,  BROADWAY, 
TO  GREET  JOHN  WAYNE'S  FIRST 
PRODUCER-STAR  PICTURE 
"ANGEL  AND  THE  BADMAN" 


L 


NEW  YORK  REVIEWS  "ANGEL  AND  THE  BADMAN 


". . .  mightily  enjoyed  by  the  Gotham  audiences  . . ." 

John  T.  McManus  -  PM 

". . .  pleasant . . .  different . . .  refreshing." 

Otis  L.  Guernsey,  Jr. 
NEW  YORK  HERALD  TRIBUNE 

". . .  off-formula  Western . . .  hard -riding,  fighting,  shoot- 
ing, and  sapolioed  cussing... an  excellent  cast... 
considerable  entertainment  for  the  family  trade." 

Lee  Mortimer,  DAILY  MIRROR 

o 

"...exciting  sequences  in  the  film  and  one  particu- 
larly thrilling  chase."   Kate  Cameron,  DAILY  NEWS 

o 

"Superior  to  usual  Western  . . .  different  from  and  a 
notch  or  two  superior  to  the  normal  sagebrush  saga." 

The  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

"Even  a  Western  can  pull  out  some  surprises,  as 
ANGEL  AND  THE  BADMAN  proves  at  the  Gotham. 
The  accent  is  on  action ...  plenty  of  worthwhile  stuff. 
Gail  Russell,  excellent  in  her  silent  scenes." 

-Eileen  Creelman,  NEW  YORK  SUN 

"Actor  Wayne  gives  a  good  performance..." 
Rose  Pelswick,  NEW  YORK  JOURNAL  -  AMERICAN 

"Good  Western,  entertaining  comedy  romance." 

CUE  MAGAZINE 

JOHN  WAYNE  •  GAIL  RUSSELL 


Y9# 


IM 


a<*«* 


A*!h 


'  Kw# 


GO 


****V 


^ 


-&&< 


de 


W»«-   soc 


^*      ~\      <**        A    vv^.^ 


»> 


o* 


HARRY  CAREY-  BRUCE  CABOT-  IRENE  RICH  ■  LEE  DIXON 

and      STEPHEN  GRANT  •    TOM   POWERS    •    PAUL  HURST 

Written  and  Directed  by  JAMES  EDWARD  GRANT  -  a  JOHN  WAYNE  Production 

A     REPUBLIC     PICTURE 
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THE  29th  EDITION 

CONTAINING 

NEW  FACTS! 

NEW  FEATURES! 

Will  soon  be  ready 
tor  distribution 


A     year's     subscription  to     THE 

FILM    DAILY    will   bring  you   this 

Encyclopedia    of    Motion  Pictures 
FREE. 


THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501  Broadway,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Hollywood  Office: 


6425   HOLLYWOOD    BLVD. 


HOLLYWOOD,   CALIF. 


DAILY 


Tuesday,  March  18,  194: 


SHORT  SUBJECT  REVIEWS 


"Meet  Mr.  Mischief" 

Columbia  lTVi  Mins. 

Fair 

Harry  Von  Zell  belly-laughs 
through  this  as  the  bore  who  drives 
everybody  wild  with  his  practical 
jokes,  especially  his  wife.  She  tries 
to  cure  him  by  having  a  mysterious 
looking  foreigner  follow  him,  tell 
him  of  his  membership  in  the  "Broth- 
ers of  Blood,"  and  his  mission,  which 
is  to  decapitate  him.  A  long  chase 
through  the  radio  studios  takes  place 
disrupting  things  in  general  and 
Harry's  sponsor  in  particular.  Lots 
of  dull  spots  saved  partially  by  a  few 
good  laughs. 


"Pelican  Pranks" 

Universal  9  Mins. 

Fair 

The  comic  antics  of  a  pelican  in 
quest  of  fish  make  an  amusing 
story.  Pelican  Pete,  the  hero  cf 
this  tale,  panhandles  from  fishermen 
rather  than  legitimately  pluck  his 
from  the  ocean.  Repetitious  in  spots, 
it's  okay  for  most  bills. 


"The  Uncultured  Vulture" 

Columbia  6  Mins. 

Getting  the  Boid 

A  missing  professor  is  located  by 
the  camera  on  a  desert  isle  in  the 
company  of  a  large-beaked  vulture 
resembling  Jimmy  Durante  in  actions 
and  voice.  The  bird  has  designs  on 
the  prof,  who  barely  escapes  annihi- 
lation several  times.  Many  laughs 
hypo  this  throughout. 


"The  Singing  Barbers" 

Universal  9  Mine 

Should  Prove  Enjoyable 

The  fourth  in  the  sing  and  be 
happy  series  has  a  barber  shop  locale 
with  the  Gordonaires,  from  Free 
Waring's  orch.,  featured.  They 
"I  Want  a  Girl,  Just  Like  the 
"Bv  the  Light  of  the  Silverv  Moor 
and  "Oh,  You  Beautiful  Doll'"  Should 
prove  enjoyable. 


"Hot  Heir" 

Columbia  18  Mins. 

Up  to  Standard 

Hugh  Herbert  gets  nervousitis 
when  he  finds  out  a  rich  uncle  is  com- 
ing to  visit  him,  which  is  further 
complicated  by  a  neighbor  ripping 
her  dress  in  his  room.  Her  jealous 
husband  pursues  Hugh  through  quite 
a  bit  of  the  footage.  The  uncle,  un- 
wittingly, gets  into  the  mess,  takes  a 
beating,  then  smashes  both  culprits 
over  the  heads.  Up  to  Columbia 
comedy  standards. 


"Polo" 

Columbia  10  Mins. 

Exciting  Sport  Reel 

Top-ranking  player,  Cecil  Smith, 
demonstrates  the  fundamentals  of< 
the  game  plus  the  care  and  training 
of  the  polo  pony.  After  a  few  point-" 
ers  in  regular  and  slow  motion,  an  j 
actual  game  is  pictured,  between  the 
U.  S.  and  Mexico.  A  thoroughly  ex- 
citing action  game,  it  should  prove 
interesting  to  any  audience. 


Canada  Now  Enforcing 
One-Man  Booth  Rules 


Toronto — Amended  regulations  of 
the  Theaters  and  Cinematographs 
Act,  which  permit  one-man  projec- 
tion rooms  in  theaters  seating  less 
than  1,000,  are  now  being  enforced. 
Because  of  material  shortages,  au- 
thorities had  been  reluctant  to  order 
extensive  alterations. 

Rules  provide  that  suites  must  be 
of  fireproof  construction,  theaters 
must  be  of  the  enclosed  type,  with 
rear  shutters  and  changeovers,  re- 
wind room  must  be  at  the  right  and 
adjacent  to  the  projection  room,  with 
ports  required  to  the  screen  and 
operating  projectors,  and  the  room 
to  be  equipped  with  insulated  sec- 
tional film  cabinet  and  approved  film 
splicer.  Toilet  facilities  must  be  pro- 
vided, including  a  basin. 


French  Pic  to  Hoffberg 

J.  H.  Hoffberg  has  acquired  from 
New  Hemisphere  Films  "Les  Clan- 
destine" for  exclusive  American  re- 
lease. The  picture  is  scheduled  to 
open  Wednesday  at  the  Old  South 
Theater,  Boston. 


Three  New  Toddy  Releases 

Toddy  Pictures  Co.  has  three  new 
Negro  features  ready  for  release. 
Titles  are  "What  a  Guy,"  "Manton 
Runs  for  Mayor"  and  "Return  of 
Mandy's   Husband." 


16MM.  Licensing  Called 
Detrimental  by  Brandon 

Proposed  licensing  of  16  mm.  oper- 
ators would  produce  a  detrimental 
effect  on  educational,  philanthropic 
and  religious  activities  wherever 
such  licensing  would  go  into  effect, 
Thomas  Brandon,  prexy  of  Brandon 
Films,  told  The  Film  Daily. 

Brandon  pointed  out  that  since  no 
special  training,  except  the  most 
elementary  sort,  is  necessary  fori 
operating  a  16  mm.  machine,  licens- 
ing would  only  interfere  with  schools, 
and  other  institutions  which  depend 
upon  audio-visual  aids  in  their  edu- 
cational programs. 


Drexel  Injunction  Against 
Universal  is  Dismissed 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cuit,  contended  that  Universal  re-i 
fused  to  sell  films  under  terms  of  the. 
three-year  franchise  which  the  the- 
ater held  with  the  distributor.  At- 
torneys for  Universal  contended  that 
the  franchise  was  inoperative  under 
terms  of  a  decision  rendered  by  the 
U.  S.  District  Court  in  New  York 
which  ruled  that  franchises  were 
illegal. 

Universal  was  represented  by  a 
battery  of  legal  talent  headed  by  Ed 
Raftery,  chief  counsel. 
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Buffalo,  Rochester 
Talk  Admission  Taxes 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

falo,  in  submitting  his  proposed  bud- 
,  get  to  the  City  Council,  noted  "at- 
;'  tractive  possibilities"  in  the  measure 
-^ fitting    local    specialized    taxes. 
*le  he  left  to  the  Council  the  de- 
cision on  what  local  taxes  should  be 
imposed,    Mayor    Dowd    offered    es- 
timates of  revenue  from  several  pos- 
.  sible  sources,  including  $850,000  for 
amusement   admissions. 

In  Rochester,  Gordon  A.  Howe,  Re- 
publican majority  leader  of  the  Mon- 
roe County  Board  of  Supervisors, 
t  predicted  that  theater  admissions  as 
well  as  other  legal  sources  of  tax 
revenue  will  probably  be  tapped.  He 
,  said  that  probably  no  particular  form 
of  business  activity  would  be  picked 
out  for  an  abnormal  share  of  the  new 
taxes. 

Rochester  theater  men  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  City  and  County 
would  take  into  consideration  the 
drastically  increased  licensing  fees 
imposed  on  theaters  this  year  when 
ihey  take  official  action  on  new  tax- 
3  ation  measures. 


Theaters  Continue  Ad 
Boycott  of  Mass.  Daily 

Springfield,  Mass.  —  Theaters  re- 
mained "hold-outs"  last  night  refus- 
ing to  join  retail  stores  in  advertis- 

3  ing  in  the  Daily  News,  which  has 
been  publishing  for  a  month  in  de- 
fiance of  a  six-month-old  labor  dis- 
pute. 

The  newspaper  hit  the  streets  late 
yesterday  afternoon,  with  a  full  com- 
plement of  ads  from  local  merchants, 
but  with  no  lineage  placed  by  the- 
aters. 

One  theater  official  said  advertis- 
ing copy  was  withheld  pending  set- 
tlement of  the  dispute  with  the  house 

1  not  wishing  to  take  sides  in  the 
issue.    Another  said  the  display  ad- 

i  vertising  budget  in  the  future  would 
be  greatly  reduced.  Box  office  takes 
have  suffered  little  during  the  six- 
month-old  strike. 


Fred  Gilmore  Dead 

Ware,  Mass. — Fred  F.  Gilmore,  86, 
who  founded  the  town's  first  motion 
picture  theater,  died  recently  at  St. 
Petersburg,  Fla.,  where  he  had  made 
his  home  since  selling  the  theater. 


KflimE  TOUCH 


FRANCES  SIMON  has  rejoined  Paramount  as 
fan  magazine  contact  of  the  magazine 
department  headed  by  Aileen  St.  John 
Brenon. 

MARGARET  TILLEY,  assistant,  Center  Theater, 
Hartford. 

MRS.  EDITH  B.  EMBURY,  Jam  Handy,  Detroit. 
:  DOLORES  RIDEN,  general  clerk  Columbia,  Min- 
neapolis. 

MIRIAM  OFFERMAN,  stenographer,  Film  Clas- 
sics'  h.o.  in   New  York. 

CATHERINE  G.  OTIS,  promotion  manager,  Ideal 
Women's  Group, 


in  REUJ  inDUSTRV  POSTS 


FRANK  DALY,  assistant  to  Joe  diLorenzo,  Conn, 
district  manager  for  Daly  Theater  Corp. 

GEORGE  EBLEN,  manager.  New  Home  Theater, 
Knoxville. 

JACK   PRICE,   sales   manager,   Warners,  Atlanta. 

DON  REID,  special  sales  rep.,  Columbia,  At- 
lanta. 

CLIFF  WILSON,  from  the  booking  dept.,  Colum- 
bia, Memphis,  to  the  Atlanta  office  in  the 
same  capacity. 

EDWARD  RYAN,  manager,  Fulton  Theater,  Cuba, 
III. 

LLOYD  DOPKINS,  sales  manager,  Majestic  Tele- 
vision   Corp.,    Chicago. 

MIKE  IMMERMAN,  assistant  manager,  How- 
ard  Theater,   Chicago. 

TOMMY  HYDE  manager,  Vero  Theater,  Vero 
Beach,  Fla. 

C.  J.  WHEELER,  RKO  South  Texas  salesman, 
Houston. 

LENWOOD  HARRINGTON,  RKO  sales  manager, 
Dallas. 

RUSS  ORDWAY,  manager,  Webb  Playhouse 
(Lockwood  &  Gordon  circuit),  Wethersfield, 
Conn. 


"Gentleman's  Agreement' 
For  Release  This  Season 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Charles  Schlaifer,  ad-publicity  direc- 
tor, to  scratch  his   planned  trip  to 
Atlanta,  Charlotte,  Jacksonville  and 
Miami. 

Rodney  Bush,  exploitation  man- 
ager, who  was  to  have  accompanied 
Schlaifer,  however,  left  last  night 
on  the  trip  and  will  hold  meetings 
with  exhibs.  and  advertising  men  in 
each  city,  surveying  local  theater 
and  advertising  conditions  as  they 
apply  to  20th-Fox's  new  "point-of- 
sale"  advertising.  Bush  also  will 
make  a  complete  survey  of  the  use 
of  all  20th-Fox  ad.  accessories  and 
pressbooks. 

At  a  later  date  Schlaifer  intends 
to  make  his  trip  to  the  South  and 
also  to  other  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, but  in  the  meantime,  the  policy 
of  field  surveys  which  he  instituted 
last  year  will  be  continued. 

Campaign  for  exploiting  "Gentle- 
man's Agreement"  will  be  set  up 
immediately  by  Schlaifer  and  the 
home  office  publicity,  advertising, 
exploitation  and  radio  staffs  in  line 
with  the  company's  policy  of  long 
range  planning.  Build-up  will  be 
similar  to  that  carried  on  for  "The 
Razor's  Edge." 

The  intensive  campaign  for  the 
forthcoming  national  re-release  of 
"Alexander's  Ragtime  Band"  also 
figured  in  the  postponement  of 
Schlaifer's  trip. 


Superfilm  Acquires  Two 

Superfilm  Distributing  Corp.  will 
handle  the  U.  S.  distribution  of  two 
features  recently  completed  at  the 
Scalera  Studios  in  Italy,  Marcello 
Girosi,  president,  announced.  "Prize 
of  Rome"  co-stars  Sarah  Churchill, 
Douglas  Montgomery  and  Tullio 
Carmanati,  under  direction  of  Victor 
Stoloff,  while  Rossano  Brazzi,  a 
David  0.  Selznick  discovery,  plays  a 
supporting  role  in  "Great  Dawn." 
English  and  Italian  versions  will  be 
available, 


CLAUDE  SANDERSON,  manager,  Piccadilly  TH- 
ater,   Detroit. 

JAMES  W.  TARR,  operator,  Casino  Th«ater,  D»- 
troit. 

GEORGE  E.  FASCHER,  new  assistant  manager, 
Mayfair,   Brooklyn. 

JOSEPH  JACKSON,  assistant  manager,  traftf- 
ferred   from   Midwood   to   Rialto,   Brooklyn. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  assistant  manager,  trans- 
ferred  from    Rialto    to   Midwood,   Brooklyn. 

JAMES  QUINN,  manager.  Hippodrome  Theater, 
Baltimore. 

ROGER  GARRETT,  manager,  University  Theater, 
Columbus,  O. 

DUANE  McCLAIN,  assistant  manager,  Lovw'i 
Valentine,   Toledo. 

ROBERT  SNYDER,  special  representative,  Albert 
Dezel   Productions,   Inc. 

ARNOLD  WISPER,  general  manager,  David  New- 
man Theaters,  Detroit. 

CHARLES  GASPARON,  manager,  WB  Riti,  Wil- 
mington, Del.,  from  WB  Egyptian,  Bola- 
Cynwyd,    Pa. 

WILLIAM  BEDELL,  manager,  WB  Egyptian,  Bala- 
Cynwyd,  Pa. 


Conn.  Bill  Restricts 
Juvenile  Attendance 


Hartford,  Conn.  —  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee of  the  Connecticut  Legislature 
has  reported  favorably  on  a  bill 
"protecting  children  from  improper 
amusements."  Bill  prohibits  children 
from  attending  theaters  after  6  p.m. 
without  guardians.  Measure  includes 
boys  under  14  and  girls  under  16. 
Operators  would  be  fined  $50  for 
violations. 


Appeals  Court  OK's 
IA  Local  44  Action 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Approval  of  the  ac- 
tion of  Richard  F.  Walsh,  IATSE 
president,  in  taking  over  control  of 
the  Affiliated  Property  Craftsmen's 
Union,  Local  No.  44,  in  exercise  of 
the  emergency  powers  granted  him 
by  the  IA  constitution,  has  been 
given  by  the  District  Court  of  Ap- 
peals which  acted  on  a  prior  ruling 
in  affirmation  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  March,  1945,  Local  44  in  viola- 
tion of  its  obligation  to  the  IA,  and 
contrary  to  executive  directives, 
joined  forces  with  the  Conference  of 
Studio  Unions.  Latter  went  out  on 
strike  via  jurisdictional  dispute.  The 
strike  lasted  eight  months.  It  was 
terminated  by  a  decision  of  the  ex- 
ecutive council  of  the  AFL. 

An  IA  statement  describes  the  cur- 
rent studio  labor  dispute  as  "...  in 
its  sixth  month,  and  on  its  last 
legs  ..." 


Mcllhercm  Dies  in  Texas 

Wichita  Falls,  Tex.— Robert  C. 
Mcllheran,  55,  for  the  past  25  years 
associated  with  the  Universal  ex- 
change in  Dallas,  is  dead. 


Mahoney  Bill  to  Assembly 

Albany — The  Senate  passed  and 
sent  to  the  Assembly  the  W.  J.  Ma- 
honey   child    actor    bill. 


Fast,  On-Schedule 

AIR  EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

to  5  CONTINENTS 


One  airwaybill  over  one  carrier  all  the  way  to 
destinations  in  51  countries  on  5  continents. 

•  Two  Terminals  in  New  York: 

La  Guardia  Field,  Hangar  #4 
5  Pearl  Street 

•  Regular  flight  schedules 

•  Low  International  Rates 

•  Experienced  personnel  to  assist  you 

Consult  Your  BROKER  .  .  . 
or  Telephone  WHitehall  3-6700 


FRENCH  NATIONAL  AIRLINES 


24  State  St.,  New  York  4 
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British  Raw  Stock 
Scare  Seen  Ended 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  raw  stock  at  a  price  of  Id  a 
foot,  plus  import  duty,  as  against 
.85d  charged  by  other  suppliers.  It 
is  understood  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  is  prepared  to  issue  an  import 
license  for  the  Belgium  film,  but  may 
wish  to  participate  in  discussions  on 
how  the  footage  is  to  be  consumed. 

Gevaert's  offer  evidently  kills  a 
proposal  to  limit  newsreels  to  one 
400-foot  issue  a  week.  Proposal  was 
never  made  officially  but  is  said  to 
have  been  scheduled  for  the  CEA- 
NRA  meeting  before  the  Gevaert 
proposal  came  up. 

Higher  price  of  Gevaert  film  evi- 
dently will  be  passed  on  to  exhib- 
itors, as  officers  of  the  General  Coun- 
cil have  been  authorized  to  negotiate 
for  higher   rentals   for   the   reels. 

Meanwhile,  despite  the  raw  stock 
scare,  storms  and  the  fuel  shortage, 
production  was  continued  at  British 
studios,  although  it  was  slowed  con- 
siderably. Films  currently  before 
the  cameras  for  various  Rank-affil- 
iated companies  include:  "End  of  the 
River,"  "Good  Time  Girl,"  "It  Always 
Rains  on  Sunday,"  "Blanche  Fury," 
"When  the  Bough  Breaks,"  "The  Oc- 
tober Man,"  "Uncle  Silas,"  and  "The 
Woman  in  the  Hall." 


Five  Free  Shows  a  Day 
Came  from  H'wood  in  '46 


Washington   Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — An  average  of  five 
shows  per  day  were  headlined  by 
Hollywood  talent  last  year  through 
the  efforts  of  the  Hollywood  Co- 
ordinating Committee,  MPAA  re- 
vealed today.  With  former  SAG 
head  George  Murphy  as  president, 
the  Committee  has  carried  on  where 
the  former  Victory  Committee  left 
off  in  furnishing  talent  for  service- 
men   and   other   patriotic   functions. 

The  Committee  handled  393  re- 
quests for  star  talent,  not  including 
such  continuing  projects  as  Armed 
Forces  Radio  Service  programs 
which  were  started  during  the  war. 
It  booked  45  shows  at  Army  and 
Navy  hospitals,  542  programs  tran- 
scribed for  broadcast  over  the  world- 
wide AFRS  network,  34  other  armed 
services  events,  including  recruiting 
campaigns,  and  96  other  benefit  pro- 
grams and  shows  for  Red  Cross, 
March  of  Dimes,  Community  Chest, 
Salvation  Army  and  similar  worthy 
organizations. 


SICK  LIST 


HENRY  ELMAN,  Chicago's  Film  Exchange 
prexy,  is  in  the  hospital  for  an  operation. 

RUSSELL  R.  BROWN,  manager  of  the 
Chateau  Theater,  Minneapolis  nabe  house, 
was  injured  when  he  fell  about  16  feet 
while  helping  to  carry  a  drum  of  liquid 
soap  to  the  theater  basement.  He  was  taken 
to  General  Hospital. 


Little  Headline*: 

STANTON  GRIFFIS,  Paramount's  executive  crmmittee  chairman,  had  no  comment 
yesterday  on  Washington  reports  to  the  effect  he  is  the  number  one  choice  of  the 
White  House  to  succeed  Arthur  Bliss   Lane  as  Ambassador  to  Poland. 

• 

RKO'S  LEON  BAMBERGER  told  the  American  Public  Relations  Association,  in  luncheon 
meeting  at  the  Hotel  Willard  yesterday,  that  the  objective  of  pix  public  relations  de- 
partments is  to  "develop  and  maintain  a  ballast  of  g-od-will"  for  the  industry.  He  spoke 
at  some  length  on  the  administration  of  the  MPA  code  as  it  affects  advertising  and  pub- 
licity. 

• 

THE  MPTO  OF  ST.  LOUIS  took  display  space  in  the  St.  Louis  Globe-Democrat  frr 
a  cartoon  showing  how  the  proposed  five  per  cent  city  amusement  tax  would  bar  child- 
ren from  theaters,  until  taxes  had  taken  their  toll  first.  The  afternoon  the  cartoon  ap- 
peared the  B:ard  of  Aldermen  revolted  against  Mayor  Aloys  P.  Kaufman's  tax  and 
spend  program. 

• 

REP.  GERALD  LANDIS,  R.,  III.,  yesterday  introduced  in  the  H'use  at  Washington, 
a  bill  which  would  give  taxpayers  throughout  the  country  the  same  benefits  now  enjoyed 
in  community-property  states  in  figuring  out  their  income  levies. 

• 

TELEVISION  WILL  REACH  national  commercial  reality  within  a  year  and  w:l! 
"revolutionize"  home  entertainment  within  five  years,  Joseph  Gerl,  president  of  S'nora 
Radio  &  Television  Corp.,  said  yesterday  in  Albany.  Growth  of  the  medium  will  depend, 
he  said,  "on  whether  television  follows  in  the  commercial  ruts  of  radio  or  whether  it 
breaks  a  new  path  in  the  direction  of  enlightened  home  entertainment." 

FWrWilTAdopTSOO    Cinecolor  Planning 
Orphans  Says  Skouras  100  Million  Ft,  Yearly 


W"t  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — At  a  luncheon  hosted 
by  Charles  P.  Skouras  in  honor  of 
Ned  E.  Depinet,  national  chairman 
of  the  Greek  Orphans  Fund,  Skouras 
announced  that  Fox  West  C^ast 
would  adopt  500  of  Greece's  orphan 
children. 

_  Although  Southern  California  mo- 
Lion  picture  auota  is  643  children 
Skouras  said  he  believes  this  area's 
exhibitors  and  exchange  men  would 
iledge  themselves  to  adopt  between 
1,300  to  1,500  orphans.  Sol  Lesser 
announced  he  would  adopt  six  or- 
ohans  and  Oscar  Oldknow  five. 


^CCITO  Convention  Set 
For  May  6-8  in  Los  Angeles 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  PCCITO's  1947  con- 
vention will  be  held  in  Los  Angeles 
May  6,  7.  8.  Invitations  are  being 
sent  to  all  independent  exhibitor  or- 
ganizations in  the  United  States.  In 
addition  PCCITO  trustees  have  set 
dates  of  their  annual  trustee  meeting 
to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  con- 
vention on  May  4  and  May  9,  im- 
mediately preceding  and  following 
convention  dates. 


f\l  Kahn  Levy  With  Midwest 

Chicago — Appointment  of  Alfred 
Kahn  Levy  as  production  manager  is 
announced  by  Midwest  Film  Stu- 
dios, producer  of  motion  pictures 
and  slidefilms  for  commercial  and 
television  use.  Levy  was  formerly 
with  the  motion  picture  department 
of  the  Reynolds  Metals  Co.,  Louis- 
ville. 


Howard  Wyndham  Dead 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Howard 
Wyndham,  prominent  legit  theater 
onerator,  is  dead  at  his  home  in 
Welwyn,  Herts.    He  was  82. 


Wr°*  Cnnst  Bureau  of  THE  FTLM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Cinecolor's  board  of 
directors  was  informed  that  the  or- 
ganization's expansion  plan  will  in- 
crease its  laboratory's  capacity  from 
30.000.000  feet  vearly  to  from  75,- 
000,000  to  100,000,000  feet  annually. 
Expansion  plan,  which  will  be  com- 
pleted this  year,  will  cost  $266,500, 
of  which  $84,000  has  already  been 
spent. 

It  is  likely  Cinecolor  will  place  its 
three-color  process  in  active  opera- 
tion later  in  the  year.  Although  no 
official  comment  was  made  on  a  pub- 
lished reoort  that  Pathe  Industries 
holds  a  heavy  interest  in  Cinecolor, 
it  is  understood  reoort  is  unfounded. 
Attending  board  meeting  were 
President  W.  T.  Crespinel.  Alan  M. 
Gundelfinger,  vice-president  and 
technical  director  who  reported 
Cinecolor's  research  department  has 
been  greatly  expanded;  Graham  L. 
Sterling,  secretary:  A."  Pam  Blum- 
enthal,  Joseph  Rathert  and  H.  R. 
Baxter,  representing  his  brother. 
Kenneth  Baxter  who  is  a  member  of 
board. 


Vera  Caspary  in  10- Year 
Pact  With  Eagle-Lion 

W"t  Cost  Burenn   of  THE  FILM  DAILY  \ 
Hollywood — -Vera  Caspary,  author 
of    "Bedelia."    "Laura,"    and    other 
novels    has    signed    a    10-year    pact 
with  Eagle-Lion  under  which  she  will 
deliver    one    story    annually    to    the 
company,  Bryan  Foy,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  production,  said  yester-  j 
day.  .Agreement  calls  for  a  flat  sum  j 
for  each  story,  plus  five  per  cent  of  j 
the  net  profits. 

Collect  Half  Chicago  RC  Quota 

Chicago — With  theaters  aiding  the 
drive  with  displays  and  screen  time, 
more  than  half  the  Red  Cross  $2,- 
225,000  area  quota  has  been  col- 
lected. 
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flfiflDfi  asks  inausion  in  mp  founoBTion 

FCC  Nixes  CBS  Plea  tor  Color  Tele  Approval 


ommission  Praises  Net 
or  "Great  Strides  Made 
i  So  Short  a  Period" 


oshingion   Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington— Columbia  Broadcast- 
ig  System's  plea  for  approval  of  its 
rand  of  color  television  was  denied 
esterday  by  the  FCC  in  an  impor- 
ant  decision. 

While  turning  down  CBS  petition 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

)kkinson  Joins 
JWF  as  Vice-Prexy 

Appointment  of  Edward  T.  Dick- 
nson,  Jr.  as  vice-president  in  charge 
I  educational  film  development  and 
distribution  was 
announced  yester- 
day by  Matthew 
Fox,  chairman  of 
the  United  World 
Films  board. 

Recently  an 
American  repre- 
sentative on  the 
Emergency  Eco- 
nomic Committee 
for  Europe,  at- 
tached to  the 
American  Em- 
bassy in  London, 
Dickinson  has 
been  research  as- 
sistant to  Irving 
S.  Olds,  chairman 
of  the  U.  S.  Steel  board.  He  had  a 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ED.  T.  DICKINSON 


Odeon  of  Canada  to 
Play  "Best  Years" 

Toronto  —  Samuel  Goldwyn's 
"The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"  will 
play  its  Canadian  first-runs  in  Odeon 
houses.  Circuit  will  play  the  film  on 
a  reserved  -  seat  basis,  at  advanced 
prices.  Initial  date  is  at  the  Kent, 
Montreal,  on  April  5,  while  the 
Toronto  opening  will  be  at  the  new 
Fairlawn  on   May   1. 

Famous  Players  Canadian  is  said  to 
have  passed  up  the  film  because  of- 
ficials feel  that  the  public  is  not 
ready  for  a  return  to  advanced-price 
roadshows. 


Chicago  Subsequent  Runs  Ashed  to  Give  Up 

Clearances  Formerly  Written  in  Contracts 

Chicago — At  least  one  major  distributor  is  asking  subsequent-run  theaters 
to  give  up  clearances  formerly  written  into  film  contracts,  it  is  learned.  Dis- 
tributor is  said  to  be  working  on  the  advice  of  its  legal  department  which  is 
trying  to  avoid  repercussions  from  the  decisions  in  the  N.  Y.  Equity  and  Jackson 
Park  Theater  cases. 

Legal  department  evidently  wants  to  sidestep  the  burden  of  responsibility 
phases  of  the  Equity  decree  whenever  possible,  and  figures  that  no  clearances 
in  contracts  would  be  even  better  than  negotiations  between  competitive  houses. 
Headache  of  determining  which  houses  are  actually  in  competition  would  also 
be  avoided  under  the  plan. 


Burger,  Silverstein 
Upped  by  Loew's-lnt. 


Samuel  Burger  has  been  named 
sales  manager  of  Loew's  Interna- 
tional Corp.  and  Maurice  "Red"  Sil- 


Ornslein  Appoinle 
ears  Aide  at  UA 


SAMUEL  BURGER         MAURICE  SILVERSTEIN 

verstein  has  been  appointed  regional 

director   of   Latin   America,   Morton 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


George  H.  Ornstein,  a  member  of 
United   Artists'  foreign    department 
for  the  past  year,  has  been  named 
assistant  to  Grad- 
well    L.    Sears, 
vice  -  president  in 
charge    of   distri- 
bution. 

Ornstein,  who 
joined  the  com- 
pany last  March, 
served  as  special 
representative  to 
Latin  America 
for  his  first  as- 
s  i  g  nment.  He 
made  a  four- 
month  survey  of 
that  territory  in 
company  with  Al 
Lowe,  Far  East-  GE0RGE  H.  ornstein 
ern  division  man- 
ager. Upon  his  return,  he  took  up 
duties  in  the  company's  Panama  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


A.  W.  Perry  Named  to  Head 
Committee  to  Study  Plan 
From  Canadian  Viewpoint 


E-L  Quits  MPAA  Title  Bureau 

'freezing*  of  Titles  Brings  Move,  Says  Foy 


National  Theaters  Sells 
Interest  in  Mexican  Circuit 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Withdrawing  from 
the  Mexican  theater  exhibitor  field, 
National  Theaters  Amusement  Com- 
pany, with  headquarters  in  Los  An- 
geles, has  sold  its  interests  in  the 
Del  Norte  Circuit  of  38  houses  to 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Eagle-Lion  Films  has  severed  its 
association  with  the  title  registry 
bureau  of  the  MPAA,  Bryan  Foy, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  produc- 
tion, said  yesterday  at  an  industry 
press  conference. 

Foy  said  that  almost  invariably 
when  an  attempt  was  made  to  regis- 
ter a  title,  it  was  found  that  an- 
other company  had  prior  rights  and 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Toronto  —  Acting  on  a  motion 
passed  at  a  recent  meeting,  Oscar  R. 
Hanson,  president  of  the  Canadian 
Picture  Pioneers,  has  written  to 
Leonard  Goldenson,  chairman  of  the 
Motion  Picture  Foundation  organiz- 
ing committee,  to  request  that  the 
Foundation's  scope  be  extended  to 
include  Canada.  A.  W.  Perry,  presi- 
dent of  Empire  -  Universal,  was 
named  chairman  of  a  committee  to 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Ad  Censorship  Bi 
Dies  via  Amendment 


Albany  —  Assemblyman  Malcolm 
Wilson's  bill  permitting  revocation 
of  a  license  to  exhibit  a  motion  pic- 
ture because  of  the  advertising  of  the 
film  evidently  died  Monday  night 
when  Wilson  amended  his  measure, 
previously  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

In  order  to  make  the  amendment, 

(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Skouras  and  Silverstone 
On  Latin-American  Tour 


Spyros  P.  Skouras,  20th-Fox  pres- 
ident, and  Murray  Silverstone,  presi- 
dent of  20th-Fox  International,  will 
address  branch  conferences  in  each 
terrtiory  on  their  Latin-American 
tour.  Skouras  and  Silverstone  left 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Quebec  Again  Bans 
WB's  "Emile  Zola" 

Quebec  —  Permission  has  been  re- 
fused for  a  private  showing  in  an 
up-town  theater  here  of  the  film 
"The  Life  of  Emile  Zola,"  on  the 
grounds  that  the  picture  had  not 
been  submitted  to  censorship.  The 
WB  picture,  starring  Paul  Muni,  was 
banned  in  Quebec  Province  some  five 
years  ago  when  it  was  first  produced 
because  it  failed  to  meet  cens:rship 
requirements. 
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NEW  YORK    STOCK    MARKET 

High     Low     Close 

Bell    &    Howell 19l/2      '9%      19%  — 

Columbia  Picts 19  183,4      19 

East.   Kodak    235'/2  233'/2  235V2  + 

do    pfd 192/2   192i/2   1921/2  ... 

Gen.    Prec.    Eq 21 1/2     21  V2     21 1/2      

Loew's,  Inc 23  22%     223/4      

Paramount     25l/4     243/4     25%  +      % 

RKO 14          131/2      14  +      5/8 

Republic    Pict 7%       7  V?       7%      

Republic   Pict.   pfd.       13%     13%     13%—     % 

20th  Century-Fox      ..    323/8     313/4     32  +      1/4 

Universal    Pict 24V2     233/s     24V4  +    1 

Warner  Bros 15%     1516     15%  +     % 

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    .  .  .      4!/4       414       414      

RKO      4            3%       4  +      % 

Sonotone  Corp 2%       216       2%  +      % 
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Mason  as  "King  David" 

London  (By  Cable) — Sir  Alexander 
Korda  will  star  James  Mason  in  "The 
Life  of  King  David,"  to  be  produced 
within  a  year  and  to  be  based  on 
biblical  material  and  an  original 
story  owned  by  Korda.  Mason  is 
currently  on  the  other  side  appear- 
ing in  the  play  "Bathsheba"  which 
opens  in  New  York  March  26. 


Claudette  Colbert  Party 
Draws  Industry  Notables 


Claudette  Colbert  was  tendered  a 
cocktail  party  yesterday  at  the  Ra- 
dio City  Music  Hall  by  Gus  S.  Eys- 
sell,  managing  director.  Miss  Col- 
bert's film,  Universal-International's 
"The  Egg  and  I,"  has  been  booked 
into  the  house. 

On  hand  to  greet  Miss  Colbert 
were:  Nate  Blumberg,  J.  Cheever, 
Cowdin,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  A.  J. 
O'Keefe,  Lewis  Blumberg,  E.  T. 
Gomersall,  Henry  Linet,  John  J. 
O'Connor,  Adolph  Schimel,  Matty 
Fox,  Monroe  Greenthal,  William 
Goetz,  Charles  Prutzman,  Maurice 
A.  Bergman,  Jock  McGregor,  Dan- 
.on  Walker,  Russell  Markert,  Maggi 
McNellis,  Adrienne  Ames,  Bob  Gold- 
stein, Russell  Downing,  Fred  Lynch, 
Charles  Previn,  Leon  Leonidoff,  Mor- 
ton Sunshine,  Chick  Lewis,  James 
M.  Jerauld,  Red  Kann,  Sherwin 
Kane,  Patti  Alicoate,  Jack  Alicoate, 
publisher  of  The  Film  Daily. 


Sobel  Will  Supervise 
PRC  Sales  on  Coast 


Appointment  of  Sam  Sobel  as 
West  Coast  sales  supervisor  for  PRC, 
was  announced  yesterday  b"  Ralph 
H.  Clark,  p-eneral  sales  manager. 
Sobel,  original  owner  of  the  PRC 
Frisco  franchise,  became  the  com- 
pany's Coast  district  manager  when 
PRC  acquired  the  Seattle  and  Port- 
land franchises. 

Clark  also  revealed  that  Sam  Mil- 
ner,  former  Los  Angeles  branch 
manager,  becomes  West  Coast  dis- 
trict manager,  supervising  Seattle, 
Portland,  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles. George  Lefko,  formerly  of 
Warners,  succeeds  Milner  in  Los 
Angeles. 


Astor  Pictures  Weighs 
Production  in  Canada 


Toronto  —  Robert  M.  Savini  con- 
templates the  production  of  several 
low-budget  films  in  Canada,  the 
Astor  Pictures  president  stated  dur- 
ing a  visit  to  J.  Arthur  Rank's 
Queensway  Studios.  Savini  was  ac- 
companied by  Willie  Morrissey,  New 
York  legit,  producer,  and  Bud  Pol- 
lard, Astor's  director. 

Savini  toured  the  Queensway  lot 
and  spent  some  time  with  Frank 
O'Byrne,  studio  chief. 


Dalton  Leaving  Paramount 
To  be  Goldwyn  U.K.  Rep. 


London  (By  Cable) — Emmett  Dal- 
ton is  leaving  Paramount  to  join 
Samuel  Goldwyn  as  his  British  rep 
on  April  15,  it  was  announced  here 
yesterday. 


Sees  20  Weeks  for  "Jolson" 

Chicago — A  20-week  run  is  antici- 
pated for  Columbia's  "The  Jolson 
Story"  at  the  B  &  K  Apollo  Theater. 
Picture  went  into  its  12th  week  yes- 
terday. 


Plan  H.  O.  Collections 
For  Greek  Orphans  Drive 


Plans  for  home  office  collections 
for  the  industry's  Appeal  for  the 
War  Orphans  of  Greece  were  form- 
ulated yesterday  at  a  meeting  with 
Sol  A.  Schwartz,  of  RKO  Theaters, 
home  office  chairman  of  the  drive. 

Among  those  attending  were 
Eugene  Picker,  Loew's;  Pat  Scollard, 
Paramount;  Al  O'Keefe,  Universal; 
Leon  Bamberger,  RKO;  Jack  Long 
and  Sam  Shain,  20th-Fox;  Mike 
Dolid,  Warners;  Robert  Goldfarb, 
United  Artists;  Max  Seligman,  Co- 
lumbia; Jerry  Pickman,  Eagle-Lion; 
Peter  Friedhoff,  Monogram,  and  Rob- 
ert W.  Coyne,  ATA. 


Jeff  Livingston  to  "U"; 
Ober  Shifted  to  Dallas 


In  a  realignment  of  UniversaPs 
publicity  assignments,  Maurice  A. 
Bergman,  Eastern  advertising-pub- 
licity director,  yesterday  announced 
that  Jeff  Livingston,  formerly  of  the 
J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization  on  loan 
to  United  Artists  in  connection  with 
"Henry  V,"  has  joined  Universal 
with  special  assignments  in  syn- 
dicates and  wire  services. 

Livingston  replaces  Ralph  Ober 
who  moves  to  Dallas  with  the  field 
exploitation  staff.  David  Susskind 
has  resigned  from  Universal  to  join 
Century  Artists,  and  no  replacement 
has  been  named. 


Low  Foreign  Reserves 
Halt  Swedish  Imports 


Stockholm  (By  Cable) — Warning 
by  the  National  Bank  of  the  dan- 
gerously low  condition  of  its  gold 
and  foreign  currency  reserves  has 
resulted  in  an  announcement  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  that  import  licenses 
for  U.  S.  films  would  not  be  issued. 

The  measure  is  regarded  as  a 
temporary  stop  gap.  It  was  stated 
there  was  an  ample  backlog  of  un- 
played  U.  S.  product  available  to 
Swedish  houses. 


Jackson  Park  to  Answer  April  1 

Chicago  —  Thomas  McConnell,  at- 
torney for  the  Jackson  Park  The- 
ater, will  file  an  answer  in  the  Fed- 
eral Court  of  Appeals  on  April  1,  it 
is  learned.  Defendants  will  then  have 
10  days  to  answer  McConnell's  brief. 


SEATS  FOR  SALE 

1026  used  late  model  box 
spring  cushion  and  part  insert 
back.  Reasonably  priced  on 
the  floor  sale.  Ft.  Wayne, 
Indiana.    Contact: 

ALLIANCE  THEATRE  CORP. 

231  So.  La  Salle  St.         Chicago,  III. 
Phone:   DEA.   1290 


COminG  and  come 
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ave   for 


ROBERT  W.  COYNE,  executive  director  of 
American  Theater  Association,  left  for  W< 
ington  yesterday.  He  will  return  to  his  c 
tomorrow. 

RUDY     BERGER,      M-G-M     division 
CHARLES    B.    KESSNICH,    district 
LEONARD    J.    HIRSCH,   home   office  V^.ant 
Berger,    are    in    Atlanta.    They    leave   for    CI 
lotte   tomorrow. 

TOM  BALDRIDGE,  M-G-M  exploiteer  in  Wc 
ington,    was    in    for    conferences    yesterday 
left  last   night   for   Baltimore. 

NORMAN  H.  MORAY,  WB  shorts  sales  mi 
ger,  arrives  at  the  Warner  studio  in  Burb 
tomorrow  for  a  week  of  conferences  with  J 
L.  Warner,  and  Gordon  Hollingshead, 
which  he  will  make  a  tour  of  Warner  Pac 
Northwest  exchanges. 

ALAN    HALE    left    New    York    last    night 
Chicago,    where    he  will   stop    over   for   two   d 
before    proceeding    to    the    Coast.    Hale    is 
companied    by   his   wife   and   daughter. 

Among    the    notables     leaving    this    aftem 
for    Europe   aboard   the   S.S.    America   are:    H/ 
VEY    D.    GIBSON,    prexy   of   Manufacturers  Tr 
Co.,    and     Paramount    board    member,    and 
wife;    ANNABELLA     20th-Fox    star;    MARCEI 
LAMY,    French   actress;    JOSEPH   SIRITZKY,  v  I 
pee   of   Siritzky    International,   and    his   wife  t  I 
two    children;     RUPPERT    ALLEN,     assistant    I 
Col.    Frank    McCarthy,    continental    manager 
MPAA;    JOHN    DAVENPORT    of    Time    and    L  1 
mags. 

DONALD     BUKA     returns    today    from     Hoi  I 
wood,    having    completed    his   first  adult   role 
films.    He    was   featured    in   the    Howard    Hugh 
production,  "Vendetta." 

JAMES  R.  GRAINGER,  executive  vice-preside  I 
in  charge  of  Republic  sales  and  distributi'  1 
has  returned  from  a  six-week  tour  of  the  stui  I 
and  branches  in  Charlotte,  Atlanta,  Tampa,  N  .1 
Orleans,    Dallas  and   San    Francisco. 

LEONARD    H.   GOLDENSON,    Paramount   vie] 
president    in    charge    of   theater    operations,    a 
EDWARD    L.     HYMAN,    vice-president    of    Pai 
mount   Theaters    Service,    left    for    Chicago    yi 
terday. 

ALEX   MANTA,   Manta   Rose  Circuit,  and  w 
have  left  to  spend  Winter   in  California. 

IKE  and  W.   H.   RUDISILL,   Kay  officials,   ho 
returned  to  Atlanta  from  Jacksonville. 

BEN     LOWRIE,     Columbia's    district    manog 
due  in  New  York  for  conferences. 
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cocktail  party  yesterday  at  the  Ra- 
dio City  Music  Hall  by  Gus  S.  Eys- 
sell,  managing  director.  Miss  Col- 
bert's film,  Universal-International's 
"The  Egg  and  I,"  has  been  booked 
into  the  house. 

On  hand  to  greet  Miss  Colbert 
were:  Nate  B-lumberg,  J.  Cheever, 
Cowdin,  F.  J.  A.  McCarthy,  A.  J. 
O'Keefe,  Lewis  Blumberg,  E.  T. 
Gomersall,  Henry  Linet,  John  J. 
O'Connor,  Adolph  Schimel,  Matty 
Fox,  Monroe  Greenthal,  William 
Goetz,  Charles  Prutzman,  Maurice 
A.  Bergman,  Jock  McGregor,  Dan- 
.on  Walker,  Russell  Markert,  Maggi 
McNellis,  Adrienne  Ames,  Bob  Gold- 
stein, Russell  Downing,  Fred  Lynch, 
Charles  Previn,  Leon  Leonidoff,  Mor- 
ton Sunshine,  Chick  Lewis,  James 
M.  Jerauld,  Red  Kann,  Sherwin 
Kane,  Patti  Alicoate,  Jack  Alicoate. 
publisher  of  The  Film  Daily. 


Sobel  Will  Supervise 
PRC  Sales  on  Coast 
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Appointment  of  Sam  Sobel  as 
West  Coast  sales  supervisor  for  PRC, 
was  announced  yesterday  b"  Ralph 
H.  Clark,  general  sales  manager. 
Sobel,  original  owner  of  the  PRC 
Frisco  franchise,  became  the  com- 
pany's Coast  district  manager  when 
PRC  acquired  the  Seattle  and  Port- 
land franchises. 

Clark  also  revealed  that  Sam  Mil- 
ner,  former  Los  Angeles  branch 
manager,  becomes  West  Coast  dis- 
trict manager,  supervising  Seattle, 
Portland,  San  Francisco  and  Los  An- 
geles. Geoi-ge  Lefko,  formerly  of 
Warners,  succeeds  Milner  in  Los 
Angeles. 


Astor  Pictures  Weighs 
Production  in  Canada 


Toronto  —  Robert  M.  Savini  con- 
templates the  production  of  several 
low-budget  films  in  Canada,  the 
Astor  Pictures  president  stated  dur- 
ing   a     visit    to     J.     Arthur.     Rank's 
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[anada  Moves  for 
inclusion  in  MPF 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

gtudy  the  matter,  from  the  Canadian 
&iev      ;nt. 

C  __iian  Pioneers  has  been  active 
iring  the  past  year  in  raising 
money  for  a  benevolent  fund  for  the 
aid  of  needy  industry  members.  Ex- 
tension of  the  Foundation's  benefits 
should  be  done,  it  is  felt,  because 
Canada  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
domestic  motion  picture  industry. 
Americans,  it  is  argued,  are  among 
rthe  leading  Canadian  film  and  the- 
ater execs.,  while  many  Canadian- 
born  persons  are  active  in  the  U.  S. 
motion  picture  industry.  The  Variety 
Clubs,  as  well  as  Motion  Picture 
Pioneers,  operate  under  one  admin- 
istrative body,  it  is  pointed  out. 


Little  BLemMinmmz 


PART  OF  ITS  HOLDINGS  in  Paramount  have  been  sold  by  Lehman  Corp.,  it  is  under- 
stood. Company  still  holds  a  substantial  block  of  stock,  it  was  indicated,  with  the  selling  \ 
interpreted   as  a   readjustment  of  the   trust's    portfolio.   As   of   Dec.   31,   Lehman   owned 
37,000  Paramount  shares. 

• 

"GLORY  OF  EASTER,"  the  Music  Hall  s  famed  Eastertide  spectacle,  will  have  its 
15th  consecutive  annual  presentatirn  tomorrow,  accompanying  20th-Fox's  "The  Late 
George  Apley"   and  a  second   Leonidoff  stage  offering,  "Wings  of  Spring." 

• 

PURCHASE  BY  EAGLE-LION  from  Woman's  Home  Companion  magazine  of  film 
rights  to  "Catch  Me  Before  I  Kill,"  by  Albert  Deutsch,  one  of  the  most  controversial 
articles  of  the  year,  is  announced  by  Bryan  Foy.  Pic  will  be  made  as  a  semi-documen- 
tary. 

• 

THE  GOLDEN  VALLEY,  (Minn.)  Village  Council  conducted  a  public  hearing  yesterday 
on  the  proposed  construction  cf  a  $150,000  drive-in  theater  in  the  Minneapolis  suburb. 


Philon's  Bids  Highest 
For  Seven  20th-Fox  Pix 


Michigan  City,  Ind. — Louis  Philon 
placed  top  bids  for  seven  20th-Fox 
pictures  for  his  Liberty  Theatei',  in- 
cluding "The  Razor's  Edge,"  "13 
Rue  Madeleine,"  "The  Shocking  Miss 
Pilgrim"  and  others.  "Edge"  will 
premiere  at  the  Liberty  early  in 
April. 

Philon  sued  recently  in  Federal 
Court,  demanding  a  run  for  the  Lib- 
erty, and  a  settlement  is  now  being 
negotiated.  Seymour  Simon  is  at- 
torney for  Philon. 


Skouras  and  Silverstone 
On  Latin-American  Tour 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

yesterday    by    air,    accompanied    by 
their  wives. 

Meetings  with  exhibitors  and  cir- 
cuit heads  are  also  on  the  schedule, 
along  with  a  general  survey  of  20th- 
Fox  operations  in  the  various  coun- 
tries visited.  They  are  due  back  at 
the  home  office  in  late  April. 


Ad  Censorship  Bill 
Dies  via  Amendment 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  introducer  had  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  passed.  This 
action  restored  the  bill  to  an  un- 
passed  state.  The  amended  bill 
did  not  get  back  from  the  printer  in 
time  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  Legis- 
lature this  year. 

Only  course  open  to  Wilson  yester- 
day was  to  ask  Governor  Dewey  to 
send  an  emergency  message  on  the 
bill  to  the  Legislature. 

Griffith  Texas,  Oklahoma 
Partners,  Mgrs.  Meet  Today 

Oklahoma  City  —  Griffith  Circuit 
partners  and  managers  from  Texas 
and  Oklahoma,  who  gather  for  their 
annual  meeting  here  today,  can 
celebrate  a  major  victory  gained  in 
the  Oklahoma  Legislature  yesterday. 

A  Senate  committee  killed  a  bill 
which  would  have  granted  Oklahoma 
municipalities  wide  taxing  powers, 
including  authority  to  levy  special 
taxes  on  amusements.  C.  B.  Akers, 
Griffith  executive,  is  chairman  of  the 
legislative  committee  of  the  MPTO 
of  Oklahoma. 


Forbes-Robertson  Passes 

London  (By  Cable) — Frank 
Forbes-Robertson,  member  of  a  fa- 
mous British  theatrical  family,  died 
over  the  weekend  at  the  age  of  61. 
He  appeared  with  Ellen  Terry.  In 
1920  he  formed  his  own  company. 

SMPE  At  Pathe  Studios 

Members  and  guests  of  the  SMPE 
will  tour  the  RKO  Pathe  studios  and 
Pathe  laboratories  tonight.  A  gen- 
eral outline  will  be  presented  of  the 
activities  and  facilities  of  the  newest 
studio  to  be  constructed  in  the  East. 


Burger,  Silverstein 
Upped  by  Loew's-lnt. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
A.    Spring,    first    vice-president,    an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Burger  has   been   Latin   American 
regional  director.    He  has  been  with 
M-G-M   for  many   years,  serving   as 
Eastern      district     manager     before 
joining    the    international    organiza- 
tion.   Silverstein  is   also  an   M-G-M  I 
vet,    serving    as    a   manager    in    the  j 
Far  East  and  South  America.  At  one  j 
time  he  was  supervisor  for  Southeast 
Asia  and  became  associate  director  \ 
for  the  Far  East  on  returning  from 
wartime  OWI  service. 

Burger  leaves  today  for  a  survey 
of  branches  in  South  Africa  and 
India.  He  will  be  accompanied  by 
Charles  Goldsmith,  Spring's  assist- 
ant. 


Sue  to  Establish  That 
Tele  Is  Not  Movies 
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Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Philadelphia 
restaurant  men  filed  suit  in  Dauphin 
County  Court  asking  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania Liquor  Control  Board  be 
restrained  from  enforcing  its  recent 
regulation  that  radio  and  television 
devices  are  "construed  to  be  within 
the  general  classification  of  moving 
picture  exhibitions"  and  cannot  be 
operated  in  licensed  liquor  or  beer 
establishments  without  the  Board's 
permission  through  issuance  of  an 
amusement  permit. 

The  suit  was  filed  by  Jacob  Stern, 
Philip  Sachs,  Jack  Liss  and  Jack 
London,  all  operators  of  Philadelphia 
restaurants  in  which  the  television 
receivers  have  been  installed. 

The  owners  claim  tele  is  not  mov- 
ing pictures  and  that  the  Liquor 
Control  Board  is  without  authority 
to  regulate  operation  of  radio  or 
television  devices.  The  law  does  give 
the  Board  power  to  control  the  pre- 
sentation of  movies  or  moving  pic- 
ture devices  in  licensed  taverns. 


Milwaukee's  Censors 
Stand  Pat  on  "Outlaw" 


Milwaukee  —  Following  a  special 
meeting  of  the  City  Motion  Picture 
Commission  in  Mayor  Bohn's  office, 
Mrs.  Frank  Defus,  Commission  pres- 
ident, stated  that  the  group  has  not 
changed  its  position  on  the  accept- 
ability of  "The  Outlaw."  Meeting 
was  attended  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil's license  committee  and  City  At- 
torney Walter  J.  Mattison. 

Mattison  is  said  to  have  advised 
the  Commission  that  it  could  not  be 
held  liable  in  any  suit  brought 
against  it,  as  the  group  had  viewed 
the  film  "with  the  eyes  of  a  critical 
observer."  Meeting  followed  threat 
of  a  suit  by  Howard  Hughes  against 
United  Artists,  which  in  turn  might 
file  an  action  against  the  Towne 
Theater  which  pulled  "Outlaw"  when 
its  license  was  threatened. 


Bert  Durand  Passes 

Youngstown — William  Boris,  bet- 
ter known  as  Bert  Durand,  name 
under  which  he  appeared  with  min- 
strel companies,  showboats,  circuses 
and  concerts,  is  dead  here  at  the  age 
of  82.  He  played  in  "Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin."  Surviving  are  a  sister  and 
brother. 
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Dickinson  Joins 
UWF  as  Vice-Prexy 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
year's  service  as  executive  director 
oe!  the  WPB  planning  committee  be- 
fore joining  the  Marine  Corps  and 
serving  overseas  for  two-and-a-half 
years.  Later  he  was  the  OSS  repre- 
sentative on  Combined  Intelligence  : 
Objectives,  sub-committee  of  the  I 
Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff. 


Cinema  Lodge  Honors 
Gene  Buck  on  Tuesday 


Gene  Buck,  former  Ascap  presi- 
dent, will  be  honored  by  New  York's 
Cinema  Lodge  of  B'nai  B'rith  in  a 
salute  to  the  music  world  at  the 
Hotel  Astor  Tuesday  night.  Oscar 
Hammerstein  II  will  present  the 
Cinema  Lodge  "Honor  Scroll"  to 
Buck. 

Participating  in  the  tribute  will  be 
some  of  America's  leading  song 
writers  including  the  "Song  Writers 
Act"  from  Loew's  State  Theater 
comprising  Charlie  Tobias,  Peter  de 
Rose,  Nat  Simon,  Irving  Kennedy, 
Abel  Baer  and  Susan  Allen. 

In  another  highlight  of  the  eve- 
ning, Barney  Balaban,  president  of 
Paramount  Pictures,  will  induct  his 
son  Burt  Balaban  and  a  large  group 
of  new  members  into  the  Lodge. 


MPAA's  Robert  Chambers 
Urges  Industry  "Yardstick" 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — A  "dependable  yard- 
stick" for  measurement  of  industry 
well-being  is  a  crying  need  of  the  pix 
industry,  MPAA  Research  Director 
Robert  Chambers  reported  today  to 
President  Eric  A.  Johnston.  "Ours 
is  the  only  major  industry  in  the 
United  States  which  has  no  such  in- 
dex," he  added. 

Chambers  stressed  the  importance, 
for  analysis  of  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic audiences,  of  a  complete  ex- 
amination of  vital  statistics  concern- 
ing pix  audiences.  He  also  stressed 
that  a  continuous  file  of  statistics 
must  be  kept  if  the  need  should  arise 
in  the  "lean  years."  ^ 


"Years"  Opening  at  Baltimore 

Baltimore — S  a  m  u  e  1  Goldwyn's 
"The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives" 
opens  at  the  recently-opened  Town 
Theater  tomorrow  at  advanced 
prices. 


SICK  LIST 


ED  SULLIVAN,  N.  Y.  Daily  News  colum- 
nist, is  abed  with  some  organic  ailment. 
Though,  he's  improving,  his  doctor' still  for- 
bids incoming  calls.  / 

BERNARD  GARDNER,  Paramount  Colum- 
bus, 0.,  salesman,  is  recovering  from  a 
major  operation  at  Mount  Carmel  Hospital. 


PHIL  M.  DALY 

A  Good  Show  Never  Ages 

•  •      •     AROUND  THIS  SHOP  we  have  a  system When  we 

require  background,  inside  inio,  history,  iacts,  figures  and  other  per- 
tinent data   we  go  into  a  trance   and   "consult   with  the   cards" 

Phil  M.  saw  "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band"  Monday.  .  .  .Copyright  slug  read 

MCMXXXVIII That's  nine  years  ago   in  the  pre-atomic  age 

On  our  return  to  the  ofiice,  we  consulted  with  the  cards Under  the 

proper  alphabetical  listing  we  found  much  of  the  history  of  the  20th- 

Fox   film Herewith   are   segments:    "Ragtime   Band   Broadcast  Sets 

Radio    Record" "Smashes    Nine    Year    Roxy    Record" "Sets 

More  Roxy  Records" "Held  In   11   Spots" "Draws   360,608   in 

Two  Weeks" "Expected  to  go  Over  500,000  Mark  at  Roxy" 

"20th-Fox  Reports   17  Holdovers  For  It" "Over    100  Holdovers  For 

It" "722,162    See    It   in    Roxy" "Wobber   Says   It    Will   Gross 

S2,000,000" That's  pretty  much  straight  from  the  record 

•  •  •  WE  ALSO  CONSULTED  with  our  memory  and  there  was 
Tyrone  Power  waving  a  baton  at  a  band  from   "Dirty  Eddie's"  in  San 

Francisco's   Barberry   Coast  to  a   gala  concert   at    Carnegie  Hall 

There  was  Alice  Faye,  too,  and  Don  Ameche,  and  Jack  Haley  and  Jean 
Hersholt,  John  Carradine,  Helen  Westley,  Dixie  Dunbar  and  a  dozen 
others,  pitching  the  stuff  that  brings  the  audience  in  again  and  again 

There  was  Ethel  Merman  stopping  the  show There  was  Paul 

Hurst    trundling   a   baby   carriage   about The    Volstead   Act 

Remember  what   a  bootlegger  was? An  interior  decorator! 

And  a  soundtrack  loaded  to  the  gunnels  (spell  that  gunwales)  with 
all  the  good  Berlin  tunes  that  woos  and  warms,  makes  you  beat  time 
with  your  heels,  makes  you  remember  a  lot  of  good  things 

•  •  •  ADD  TO  THIS  one  of  the  most  poignant  and  imitated  sol- 
dier farewell  scenes  of  all  time When  Power,  et  al,  march  off  the 

stage  of  a  theater  during  a  soldier  show  of  World  War  I,  down  the 
center  aisle,  to  dockside,  to  embark  for  the  wars ARB  is  nos- 
talgia  A  souvenir  of   a   day picture  of  a   period   that   well 

never  see  again It's  all  there  again  in  "ARB" 105  Minutes 

of  it same  running  time  as  in   1938 A  good  thing   is  worth 

repeating a    good    show   never   ages ARB    is    all   that    and 

more! 


National  Theaters  Sells 
Interest  in  Mexican  Circuit 


Brockton  Pool  Ends; 
Decree  Bars  Renewal 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Credito    Cinematografico,    Mexicano, 
S.A.,   it  was   revealed    by   Theodore 
Gildred,  president  of  Credito. 

Deal  with  Gildred  was  negotiated 
by  Charles  P.  Skouras,  president  of 
National  Theaters,  and  Frederico 
Rodriguez,  part  owner  of  Del  Norte. 
B.  Victor  Sturdivant,  who  has  been 
in  Mexico  as  American  representa- 
tive for  National,  will  be  appointed 
general  manager  of  Credito  under  a 
10-year  contract  in  new  setup. 

With  a  capital  of  $6,000,000,  Cre- 
dito is  one  of  Mexico's  youngest  en- 
terprises and  lists  some  of  the  coun- 
try's most  important  industrialists 
on  its  board  of  directors,  including 
General  Abelardo  Rodriguez.  In 
addition  to  its  theater  interests,  it 
is  sponsoring  a  Mexican  film  studio 
and  a  distribution  company. 


Boston  —  The  pooling  agreement 
between  the  Brockton  and  Rialto 
Theater,  Brockton,  both  M  &  P  man- 
aged houses,  terminated  March  15 
and  cannot  be  renewed  under  the  N. 
Y.  Statutory  Court's  decree.  The 
Brockton  will  continue  under  M  &  P 
management  but  the  Rialto  will  be 
operated  by  a  local  group  known  as 
Main  Amusement  Co.  Judge  Harry 
K.  Stone  and  Harry  Chabbv  head  the 
Brockton   company. 


Eagle-Lion  Quits 
MPAA  Title  Bureau 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
had  often  frozen  the  title  for  length' 
periods  during  which  there  jBJvn 
indication  of  any  immediate^HTbn 
tion  to  use  the  name.  It  wa^thi 
situation  that  resulted  in  the  deci 
sion  to  withdraw  from  the  burea- 
and  use  a  title  whenever  the  copy 
right  is  held. 

The  E-L  production  head,  who  re 
cently  completed  a  two-week  tou 
of  the  Southwest  territory,  said  tha 
he  found  such  visits  with  exhibs.  o 
great  benefit  in  learning  what  th< 
people  wanted  in  film  entertainment; 
He  stated  that  he  hoped  to  mak 
such  junkets  periodically  through 
out  the  year,  with  the  Pacific  North 
west  slated  as  the  next  area  of  con 
tact. 

Foy   said  that  it  was   his   inten 
tion  to  stick  to  "nothing  but  shov 
business"  in  Eagle-Lion  production 
eschewing  controversial  pictures  o:  \ 
"films  with  a  message." 

E-L  expects  to  produce  a  total  o: 
10  pictures  at  the  Hollywood  studios 
for  release  during  the  current  sea 
son.  "It's  a  Joke,  Son"  and  "Los- 
Honeymoon"  are  already  complete 
and  "Repeat  Performance"  and  "Rec 
Stallion"  are  in  the  editing  stage. 


George  Ornstein  Appointed 
Grad  Sears  Aide  at  UA 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Havana      branches,      spending     one 
month  at  each  office. 

During  the  war,  Ornstein  piloted 
TWA  transport  planes  and  later  was 
a  test  pilot  for  North  American 
Aviation. 


FCC  Nixes  CBS  Plea 
For  Color  Tele  Approval 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
that   commercial   tele   standards   b*1' 
authorized  in  the  ultra  high  frequen-. 
cies,    the    Commission    praised    Col-' 
umbia  for  the  "great  strides  made 
in  so  short  a  period." 

CBS's  only  comment  on  the  deci- 
sion   was    that    it    would    await    a', 
copy  of   the   FCC  report   and   then' 
make  a  more  detailed  statement. 

Jack  R.  Poppele,  president  of  TBA, 
commenting  on  the  decision  sees 
television  expansion  speeded  by  the 
denial  of  the  color  system.  While 
stating  the  association's  admiration 
for  Dr.  Peter  Goldmark,  CBS  direc- 
tor of  research,  Poppele  felt  that 
"until  there  is  general  agreement 
within  the  industry  itself  on  any 
system  or  systems  which  would  per- 
mit the  transmission  of  color  tele- 
vision to  match  that  of  the  quality 
of  present  monochrome,  that  com- 
mercialization be  withheld." 

Opining  that  radio  manufacturers 
held  back  going  into  television,  and 
many  people  have  hesitated  in  pur- 
chasing tele  receivers,  until  the  de- 
cision was  made,  Dr.  Allen  B.  Da 
Mont,  prexy  of  Du  Mont  Laborator- 
ies, predicted  that  these  manufac- 
turers will  now  be  able  to  safely  go 
ahead  with  their  production  plans  so 
that  receivers  should  be  available  to 
the  public  in  much  larger  quantities 
by  the  fall  of  this  year. 


Services  for  William  Heyl 

Pittsburgh — Funeral  services  were 
held  here  for  William  Heyl,  father 
of  Carl  Heyl,  of  Warner  Theaters, 
Chicago. 
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83,668  flLffl  TH6BT6R5  OPCRBTIDG  in  WORLD 

Report  British   Will  Cut  Imports  of  U.  S.  Pix 


$  Exchange  Crisis  Blamed 
For  Move;  State  Dept., 
MPAA  Decline  Denial 

n  

li    Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Unconfirmed  London 
reports,  that  the  British  government 
contemplates  imposing  import  re- 
strictions on  all  motion  pictures,  in- 
cluding American  films,  caused  con- 
cern in  industry  and  Government 
circles  here  yesterday. 

According  to  dispatches  published 
yesterday  in  two  London  newspapers, 
the  British  government  will  notify 
the  United  States  that  it  must  im- 
pose film  import  restrictions  because 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


Italian  Market  Is 
Flooded  By  Imports 


Italy  is  flooded  with  imported  pix 
that  had  been  dammed  up  by  the 
war-imposed  drought,  Nello  di  Paolo, 
president  of  Di  Paolo  Films,  told  The 
Film  Daily  yesterday.  Hardly  one- 
sided, the  film  flow  has  also  been  the 
other  way  'round,  with  almost  all 
Italian  product  circulating  wherever 
conditions  permit. 

Trouble  is,  di  Paolo  continued, 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Film  and  Greek  Notables 
At  Orphans  Drive  Fete 


Leading  industry  figures  and 
Greek  War  Relief  heads  will  be  pres- 
ent at  the  regional  luncheon-meeting 
being  held  Monday  at  the  Hotel  Astor 
on  behalf  of  the  industry'-  appeal 
for  the  War  Orphans  of  Greece  in 
honor  of  Spyros  P.  Skouras. 

Fred  Schwartz  will  act  as  toast- 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Johnston  Calls  for 
Better  Moral  Tone 

West  Coast  Bur.,. THE  FILM  DAILY 
Los  Angeles  —  At  request  of 
Eric  A.  Johnston,  President  Donald 
M.  Nelson  has  called  a  meeting  of 
members  of  the  SIMPP  today  at 
which  time  the  MPAA  prexy  will 
discuss  the  necessity  of  improve- 
ment in  the  moral  tone  of  pictures. 


DECREE  WOULD  DRIVE  OUT  B  &  K 

Appeal  from  Jackson  Park  Decision  Claims  Judge  Igoe's 
Findings  Would  Stifle,  Not  Promote  Competition 


Chicago — Judge  Michael  Igoe's  de- 
cree in  the  Jackson  Park  Theater 
case  would  have  the  effect  of  driving 
the  defendant  exhibitors  out  of  busi- 
ness in  Chicago  and  would  stifle  com- 
petition instead  of  promoting  it, 
Balaban  and  Katz  argued  in  a  brief 
filed  in  the  Federal  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Decree  is  said  to  require  B  &  K  to 


do  business  in  a  manner  different 
from  its  competitors,  by  prohibiting 
double  features,  restricting  Loop 
first-runs  to  two  weeks  and  subse- 
quent-runs to  one  week,  with  no 
clearance  between  first  and  second- 
runs,  and  films  to  be  licensed  to  the 
Jackson  Park  ahead  of  the  B  &  K 
Maryland.  Appeal  brief  was  filed  by 
Edward  R.  Johnston  and  Edmond  D. 
Adcock,  B  &  K  attorneys. 


Bidding  for  Brandt 
Only  When  Necessary 

Units  of  the  Brandt  Theaters  cir- 
cuit will  enter  into  competitive  bid- 
ding only  when  necessary  to  protect 
their  interests,  it  was  learned  yes- 
terday from  President  Harry  Brandt. 

"Until  the  decree  goes  into  effect 
on  July  1,"  Brandt  said,  "we  will 
submit  bids  only  when  other  theaters 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Name  Gillham  Eastern  Ad 
Head  for  Vanguard,  SRO 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Paul  McNamara,  head 
of   Vanguard   and    SRO    advertising 
and    publicity,    announced    the    ap- 
pointment   of    Robert    Gillham    as 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


ft 


Big  5"  Plan  Appeal 
For  "Limited  Stay" 

Plans  for  an  application  by  all  of 
the  "Big  Five"  for  a  "limited  stay" 
of  portions  of  the  motion  picture 
anti-trust  suit  were  in  the  final  stage 
of  crystallization  last  night. 

Almost  daily  meetings  held  this 
week  served  to  compromise  certain 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 

Rep.  16MM.  Pix  Thru 
Loew's  Int'l  Overseas 


Official  announcement  that  Loew's 
International  has  acquired  16  mm. 
rights  to  Republic  product  outside 
the  U.  S.  and  Canada  was  made  yes- 
terday by  Morton  A.  Spring,  first 
vice-president  of  Loew's  Interna- 
(Continued  on  Page  12) 


Foreign  Pix  in  200  Theaters 

Subsequents  and  Nabes  Adopting  Policy 


UNRRA's  Wells  Offered 
United  Nations  Berth 


Washington  Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  William  Wells, 
UNRRA  pix  chief,  has  been  offered 
a  top  position  with  the  motion  pic- 
ture division  of  United  Nations, 
authoritative  sources  indicated  yes- 
terday. Wells  has  headed  CJNRRA's 
film  department  since  November, 
1944.  United  Nations  Film  Division  is 
headed  by  Jean  Benoit  Levy. 


With  the  trend  toward  intimate 
theaters  for  foreign  films — including 
certain  British  imports  —  extending 
to  subsequent-runs  and  neighborhood 
first-runs,  the  number  of  situations 
for  this  type  of  product  is  rapidly 
approaching  200,  more  than  doubling 
the  figure  of  a  year  ago. 

Most  intensive  survey  of  conver- 
sion-to-art possibilities  has  been 
made  by  Lawrence  J.  McGinley,  sales 
chief  for  the  Prestige  Pictures  unit 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


18,765  of  20,306  Houses 
In  the  United  States  Open, 
New  Year  Book  Discloses 


Motion  picture  theaters  operating 
in  the  world  as  of  Jan.  1  totaled  83,- 
668,  according  to  figures  from  the 
1947  Film  Daily  Year  Book  of  Mo- 
tion Pictures,  which  makes  its  ap- 
pearance today.  Compilation  was 
made  from  figures  supplied  by  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce  and 
from  original  sources. 

According  to  the  Year  Book,  the- 
aters in  North  America  totaled  20,- 
(Continued  on  Page  11) 


Metro  Will  Increase 
Newspaper  Lineage 


M-G-M  expects  to  effect  a  saving 
of  approximately  20  per  cent  in  its 
overall  advertising  budget  by  a  post- 
war adjustment  of  expenditures 
based  on  the  improvement  in  the 
newsprint  situation,  Howard  Dietz, 
ad-publicity-exploitation  chief,  told 
The  Film  Daily  yesterday. 

Dietz  pointed  out  that  newspapers 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


GB  Increasing  Capital 
In  Simplification  Move 


London  (By  Cable) — As  part  of  a 

program  to  simplify  the  company's 

financial  structure,  Gaumont  British 

is  increasing  its  capital  to  £7,125,000 

(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Mass.  Industry  Will 
Battle  Censor  Bill 

Boston  —  Newly-formed  Motion 
Picture  Co  -  ordinating  Committee, 
headed  by  Frank  Lydon,  will  appear 
Monday  to  protest  a  Senate  bill  to 
give  state  and  local  censors  power 
to  "protect"  the  public  against  im- 
moral, indecent  and  bad  habit- 
forming  suggestions  in  films,  as  well 
as  other  forms  of  licensed  attrac- 
tions and  literature.  Bill  was  hop- 
pered  as  the  result  of  an  American 
Legion  petition  by  Lawrence  Quig- 
ley,  commander,  and  others.  Hearing 
was  postponed  from  March  10  until 
Monday. 
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—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
MONTREAL— Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Jack 
Droy,  411  Lyric  Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher,  19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl, 
N.  S.  W.  Phone,  UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— 
Jean  Pierre  Meys,  110  Rue  des  Paquerettes. 
MOSCOW— Raymond  A.  Davies,  Hotd  Met- 
ropole.  COPENHAGEN  —  John  Lindber*. 
Jernbanealle  No.  3,  Copenhagen- Van  Loese. 
AMSTERDAM— Dr.  J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubes*. 
straat  80.  ROME— John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludo- 
visi  16.  Phone,  42758.  TEL-AVIV— Dr.  A. 
R.  Rojansky,  26  Rothschild  Blvd.  MEXICO 
CITY— Louis  Turnoff,  Morelos  56  No.  523, 
Mexico  City,  DF. 
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NEW  YORK   STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close       Chg. 

Am.    Seat 19i/4     19J4     19i/4  +      Vs 

Bell     &     Howell 193/4     19Vi     19V2   +      Vs 

Bell   &  Howell   pfd...l06       106       106       +   l'/2 
Columbia   Picts.  vtc.    19i/2     19         19%   +     % 

Columbia   Picts.  pfd..    84         83 Vi     84         

East.   Kodak    237'/2  2363/4  237'/2   +  2 

Gen.     Prec.     Eq 22  22  22        +      Vz 

Loew's,    Inc 23 Vs     227/8     22%   +      % 

Paramount       25%     25         25       —     % 

RKO         14%      14V4     141/4   +      1/4 

Republic    Pict 77/8       7%       7%      

20th  Century-Fox   .  .  .    32%     3214     32%    +      % 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd.  40%     40%     40%  —     % 

Universal    Pict 25         241/2     25       +     % 

Warner    Bros 1534     15%     15%   +      % 

NEW    YORK    CURB    MARKET 

Monogram    Picts.    . .  .      4%       4%       4%      

RKO      4%       4  4  

Sonotone    Corp 3  2%       2%      

Technicolor      15%      14%     15%—     % 

Trans-Lux      4%       41/4       41/4  —     1/4 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor        5  5% 

Pathe  6%       71/4 


Gore  Charges  Dismissed 

Tampa,  Fla. — Charges  against  B. 
E.  Gore  in  connection  with  an  alleged 
indecent  stage  show  at  the  Rialto 
six  years  ago  were  dismissed  by 
Circuit  Judge  Parks  who  reversed  a 
1941  Municipal  Court  decision.  Gore 
managed  the  house  in  1941. 


Harold  Whitfield,  General 
Patent  Attorney  for  WE 

Harold  B.  Whitfield,  patent  at- 
torney for  Western  Electric,  has 
been  appointed  general  patent  at- 
torney for  the  company  effective  im- 
mediately, to  succeed  Edgar  W. 
Adams,  who  died  suddenly  on  March 
10. 

Whitfield,  with  headquarters 
here,  has  been  in  charge  of  patent 
functions  at  the  company's  works' 
locations  since  1944,  and  brings  to 
his  new  assignment  nearly  30  years 
of  experience  in  patent  work. 

He  joined  the  company  in  1917  as 
patent  solicitor.  Later  he  attended 
the  New  York  Law  School  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York 
State  and  to  the  Federal  bar  in  the 
Southern  district  of  New  York. 
Transferred  to  the  patent  depart- 
ment of  Western  Electric's  Haw- 
thorne Works,  Chicago,  in  1925,  he 
took  charge  of  patent  activities  there 
in  1929.  He  was  appointed  assistant 
general  patent  attorney  of  the  Tele- 
type Corporation,  a  subsidiary  of 
WE  in  Chicago,  in  1931.  He  returned 
to  the  company's  headquarters  pat- 
ent department  in  New  York  in  1944. 


Warner  Albany  Zone 
Drive  Honors  Latta 


Albany — A  13-week  show-business 
drive  in  honor  of  C.  L.  Latta's  sixth 
anniversary  as  Warner  Theaters  zone 
manager  will  be  conducted  among 
area  Warner  houses  between  March 
30  and  June  28.  Prizes  totaling  $800 
are  offered,  with  judging  based  on  a 
point  system  which  will  evaluate  at- 
tendance, expense  and  theater  clean- 
liness. 

Latta  who  became  Albany  zone 
manager  in  November,  1941,  form- 
erly was  Warner  theater  head  in 
Cleveland,  moving  later  to  New 
Haven  and  then  to  Pittsburgh  as  as- 
sistant to  Harry  Kalmine. 


Wolff,  Tait,  Lawrence 
Due  on  Queen  Elizabeth 

Entertainment  biggies  arriving  on 
the  liner  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  is 
skedded  to  dock  at  Pier  90,  North 
River,  about  10  a.m.  tomorrow  are: 
Robert  S.  Wolff,  RKO's  general  man- 
ager in  the  U.  K.;  J.  W.  Votion,  RKO 
studio  rep.  in  Europe;  Jock  Law- 
rence, American  rep.  for  J.  Arthur 
Rank  Organization;  Jack  Dunfee, 
theatrical  producer;  E.  J.  Tait,  the- 
ater owner;  Corinne  Calvert,  French 
film  star. 


All  Cuban  Newsreels 
Controlled  by  Alonso 


Para.'s  Benefit  "Brunette" 
Preem  Has  Huge  Turnout 


West   Coast  Bureau  of   THE  FILM  DAILY  I 

Hollywood — An  overflow  crowd  of 
about  16,000  thronged  around  the 
Paramount  Downtown  theater  last 
night  to  hail  the  stars  that  took  part 
in  the  gala  benefit  premiere  and 
stage  show  for  Paramount's  "My 
Favorite  Brunette." 

Proceeds  from  the  dual  event, 
which  had  the  largest  turnout  of 
talent  and  fans  in  the  metropolitan 
district  in  years,  went  to  the  Damon 
Runyon  Memorial  Fund  for  Cancer 
Research. 

Bob  Hope,  star  of  "Brunette,"  em- 
ceed  the  program  with  a  million  dol- 
lar array  of  talent  which  included 
the  Andrews  Sisters,  Desi  Arnaz.Jack 
Benny,  Edgar  Bergen,  Burns  and 
Allen,  Eddie  Cantor,  Jerry  Colonna, 
Jimmy  Durante,  Cary  Grant,  the 
Victor  Young  orchestra  and  many 
others.    They  played  to  a  full  house. 


N.  Y.  THEATERS 


1— RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL  — 

Rockefeller    Center 

RONALD   COLMAN    in 

"THE  LATE  CEORGE  APLEY" 

introducing  PEGGY  CUMMINS 
A   20th    Century-Fox    Picture 

THE    MUSIC    HALL'S  <    t] 

GREAT    EASTER   STAGE  SHOW        <jec< 


RKO  to  Make  "Boy  Cried 
At  New  York  Pathe  Plant 


RKO  will  join  the  trend  to  East- 
ern feature  production  with  "The 
Boy  Cried  Murder,"  which  will  get 
under  way  in  late  Summer  at  the 
new  Pathe  studio  here. 

The  Cornell  Woolrich  story,  just 
purchased,  will  be  produced  by  Fred- 
eric Ullman,  Jr.,  RKO  Pathe  presi- 
dent. 

David  O.  Selznick,  20th-Fox  and 
Universal  are  the  other  major  com- 
panies that  are  now  shooting  or  have 
plans  for  New  York  production. 


Shubert  vs.  Columbia 
Suit  to  Trial  Monday 


Half-million-dollar  lawsuit  of  Lee 
Shubert,  J.  J.  Shubert  and  Trebuhs 
Realty  Co.  vs.  Columbia  Pictures 
goes  to  trial  before  Judge  James  B. 
McNally  in  the  New  York  Supreme 
Court,  Monday.  Plaintiff  alleges  that 
scenes  of  the  Winter  Garden  in  the 
"Jolson  Story"  were  made  without 
authority. 


Crestview  Reinstates 
City  Amusement  Levy 


Crestview,  Fla. — City  amusement 
tax  has  been  re-instated  by  the  City 
Council  which  estimates  that  it  will 
return  about  $6,000  annually.  At  the 
same  time,  the  Council  re-imposed  a 
one-cent  tax  on  children's  tickets 
which  had  been  removed  several 
months  ago. 


Havana  (By  Cable) — With  the  ac-   — 
quisition    of    the    newsreel,    labora-  \  J 
tories   and   studios    of   Royal  News, ' 
Manolo    Alonso    has    control    of    all  i 
reels,    studios    and    laboratories    in !  } 
Cuba.       Alonso     is     producing    two 
newsreels    and    one    short    subject 
weekly  at  present. 


PRC  Promotes  York  In  Oklahoma 

Ralph  H.  Clark,  PRC  general  sales 
manager,  has  announced  the  promo- 
tion of  Claude  York,  Oklahoma 
branch  salesman,  to  the  post  of 
branch  manager  in  that  territory. 


Did  You  Know   That  Our 
SCREENING  ROOM 

is  once  more  available  for 
your  use?  Modern  .  .  .  air- 
conditioned  .  .  .  R.C.A. 
High  Fidelity  Sound  and 
Simplex  Projectors  .  .  . 
Located  at  1600  Broadway. 

Can   We   "Show"   You? 
Call:  Circle  6-0081-2-3-4 

BONDED 

FILM  STORAGE 

COMPANY.  INC. 


Laraine  DAY  -  Brian  AHERNE 

Robert  MITCHUMGene  RAYMOND 

I'THE  LOCKET' "ar 


23?    ON  SCREEN 
HUMPHREY 

BOGART 

LIZABETH  SCOn 

'DEAD 
RECKONING' 


IN  PERSON  * 

GENE  SHELDON 

Extra ! 

'SONGWRITERS 
ON  PARADE' 

Phi  OTHERS 


BLAZE 

of 
NOON 

R  I  V  O  L  I    Broadway  at  49th  St. 


•Paillette  Gottfari 
Fred  MacMurray 
uSuddenly. 
|L     Its  Spring 
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The  Academy  Award  Picture! 

Winner  of  Nine  Academy  Awards  '. 


I  THE  BEST  YEARS  OF 
Sk  OUR  LIVES' 
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DANA    ANDREWS    in 

BOOMERANG 


rr 


A  20th  Century-Fox  Picture 

PLUS  ON  STAGE  —  PHIL   REGAN 

KATHERINE   DUNHAM  .  ERNESTO   LECUONA 

ED    SULLIVAN    •   SID    CAESAR 

Rf\  ■%#  W  7th  Ave.  & 
W  W     I      50th  St.       
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3rd  Hit  Week 

'Unusual   .   .   .   superior!" — Times 
JOHN  GAIL 

WAYNE        RUSSELL 
ANGEL™*  ^B  ADMAN" 

with 

HARRY    CAREY      •       BRUCE   CABOT 

IRENE  RICH      •      LEE  DIXON 

A  JOHN  WAYNE  Production 

A  Republic  Picture 


GOTHAM 


47th  St 
B'way  II 
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Screen  Play  by  Isobel 
Lennart  •  Based  on  an 
Original  Story  byjoh  n 
McGowan  •  Directed 
by  RICHARD 
WHORF  •  Produced 
by  JACK  CUMMINGS 
An  M-G-M   Picture 


IT'S  HEAVEN  FOR  THE  FANS ! 

(And  they're  packing  Broadway's  Capitol  Theatre!) 

Leo's  got  a  new  sweetie  now!  "It  Happened  In  Brooklyn"  is 

Another  big  M-G-M  Musical  in  the  "Anchors  A  weigh"  manner! 

Listen  to  those  packed  houses  roar  at  the  Capitol,  N.  Y. 
"It  Happened  In  Brooklyn"  is  the  Happiest  Musical  that  ever  happened! 

Happy  stars  for  the  fan  millions!  Happy  songs  for  a  singing  nation! 

Happiness  is  an  M-G-M  habit:  "The  Yearling"  is  busting 

Chicago  records— biggest  M-G-M  biz  in  State-Lake  history! 
"Sea  of  Grass"  Music  Hall  Masterpiece -plus  "Till  The  Clouds  Roll  By" 

Plus  "Secret  Heart."  And  "High  Barbaree"  coming  soon! 

Happy  thought:  An  M-G-M  smile  reaches  from  Y-ear  to  Y-ear! 
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Italian  Market  Is 
Flooded  By  Imports 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
there  are  many  Italian  pictures  in 
America,  but  few  places  to  show 
them.  Here  on  a  short  tri^  to  confab 
with  J.  H.  HofFberg,  head  of  HofF- 
berg Productions,  di  Paolo  hopes  to 
remedy  the  situation.  He  has  an  18- 
month-old  reciprocal-distribution  deal 
with  HofFberg  and  he's  looking 
around  for  an  American  producer 
who  would  enter  into  a  partnership 
set-up  to  make  pix  in  Italy. 

Latter  tie-up  would  not  only  bring 
di  Paolo  increased  financing  but  also 
assure  him  of  wider  U.  S.  distribu- 
tion of  Italian  product.  American 
partner,  on  the  other  hand,  di  Paolo 
pointed  out,  would  have  the  advan- 
tage of  his  contacts  in  Italy  as  well 
as  lower  production  costs. 

Di  Paolo  brought  with  him  four 
pix  that  were  produced  during  the 
past  year:  "In  the  Shadow  of  Glory," 
"Goodbye  Beautiful  Naples,"  "Lost 
Happiness"  and  "Tragedy  of  Love." 
His  company  is  now  putting  the  fin- 
ishing touches  on  "Life  of  Eleanora 
Duse"  and  "Lover  of  the  Sea."  Pro- 
duction will  start  April  5  on  "The 
Last  Refuge." 

The  Italian  producer  -  distributor 
pointed  out  that  it's  possible  to  pro- 
duce a  total  of  70  Italian  pix  an- 
nually, but  only  30  are  made.  He  did 
imply,  however,  that  with  only  four 
studios  available,  production  is  sty- 
mied. 

Di  Paolo  is  shopping  around  for 
reducing  and  printing  equipment,  in- 
tending to  enter  the  16  mm.  distribu- 
tion market,  since  there  are  thou- 
sands of  towns  where  there  are 
neither  35  mm.  nor  16  mm.  projec- 
tion machines.  Di  Paolo  entered  the 
film  business  in  1935  as  a  distributor, 
and  became  a  producer  three  years 
later.  He  returns  to  Italy  aboard  the 
S.S.  Saturnia,  April  15. 


ALONG 


GB  Increasing  Capital 
In  Simplification  Move 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
by  creating  3,500,000  new  ordinary 
shares  of  five  shillings  each.  Part 
of  the  new  issue  is  to  be  offered  to 
holders  of  Associated  Provincial  Pic- 
tures Houses  in  exchange  for  their 
holdings. 


Ted  Tweeden  Dead 

Fargo,  N.  D — Ted  Tweeden,  vet- 
eran owner  of  the  Princess  Theater, 
is  dead. 

*t  *** 
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Thursday's  Telelines 

•  ©  ©  THE  CRYSTAL  BALL:  Don't  be  surprised  if  interests  new 
to  film  biz'  purchase  some  of  those  theaters  which  must  change  hands 
as   a  result   of   the  Statutory   Court's   equity  decree 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Enterprise  in  its  second  year  will  spend 
$13,500,000  on  six  features.  ...  •  National  Headliners  Club  medal 
of  merit  for  newsreel  achievement  in  1946  goes  to  Metrotone  News  of 
the  Day  for  itg  coverage  of  the  railroad  strike  hearing  in  Congress.  .  .  . 

•  Gene  Tierney,  who  has  arrived  from  the  Coast,  plans  to  establish 
her  residence  here  and  will  just  go  to  Hollywood  when  making  a  pic- 
ture  Her  pretty  new  secretary  is  her   sister,   Pat.  ...     •   Metro 

will  produce  a  new  type  of  short  featuring  audience  participation  angles 

Series,    originating    with    Pete    Smith,    will    be    titled,    "Do    You 

Know  What   Time    It  Is?"  ...     •   "Two   Out   Of   Every  Five   Lemons 

Lose  Money" — Wall  St.  Journal  headline The  story  positively  was 

NOT  concerned  with  films.  ...  •  Are  presentations  coming  back? 
Ramos  Cobian  has  signed  Hilda  Andino,  concert  pianist,  to  ap- 
pear in  a  stage  presentation  in  conjunction  with  "Carnegie  Hall"  in 
the  houses  of  his  Puerto  Rican  circuit.  ...  •  Fritz  Lang  would  like 
Mississippi's  Theodore  "The  Man"  Bilbo  and  ex-Gov.  Herman  Tahnadge 
of  Georgia  to  play  themselves  in  "Corruption,"  which  Diana  Prods, 
will  make  for  Universal  Int'l  release.  ...  •  It  is  settled — exploitation 
and  publicity  on  Charlie  Chaplin's  "Monsieur  Verdoux"  will  be  handled 

by   UA's    New  York    office. 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  fun  Mulvey  is  probably  the  industry's 
busiest  letter  writer  these  days He's  just  addressed  letters  in  be- 
half of  "The  Best  Years  of  Our  Lives"   to  300   circuit  heads One 

calls  attention  to  the  pic's  support  by  religious  leaders  of  all  faiths 
and   creeds,   the   other   to    equal    support    from    women's    groups.   .   .   . 

•  With  Spiritualism  set  to  mark  its  centennial  next  year,  the  sect's 
leaders  would  like  Hollywood   to   do  a  pic  on   the   Fox   Sisters.   .    .   . 

•  Texas  Technological  College  will  confer  an  honorary  degree  on 
Attorney  General  Tom  Clark  June  2.  .  .  .  •  Phil  Reisman's  next  trip 
probably  will  be  to  England,  France,  Sweden.  ...     •   As  Ed  Schreiber 

has  it,  there'll  always  be  a   Brooklyn,  too It   seems  that   a  G.  I. 

from  the  boro,  now  in  Balboa,  C.  Z.,  has  asked  to  be  placed  on  the  pro- 
gram-mailing list  of  Century's  Farragut  that  he  may  check  films  play- 
ing there  for  timeliness  against  those  exhibited  in  the  Canal  Zone.  .  .  . 

•  Transnlm   will  make   two  more  shorts  for   the   Ford   Motor   Co.    to 

follow    "Men   of  Gloucester" They'll   be    titled  "Pueblo   Boy"    and 

"Southern  Highlands" Don't  be  surprised  if  the  State  Dept.  picks 

them  as  well  for  world-wide  distribution.  ...  •  Roy  Del  Ruth  opines 
that  the  need  and  market  in  Hollywood  for  good  stories  are  the  greatest 

they  have  even  been Got  any  scripts  ini  the  trunk?  ...     •   Robert 

R.  Young  is  slated  for  a  place  on  the  New  York  Central  board 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  •  ODDS  'N'  ENDS:  Anne  Ayars  has  been  signed  for  the 
Spring  season  of  the  New  York  City  Opera  Co.  which  opens  at  the 
City  Center  on  April  6.  .  .  .  •  The  BBC  broke  precedent  last  week  to  de- 
vote 42  minutes  to  "The  Best  Years   of  Our  Lives" BBC's  normal 

time  allocation  for  a  film  is  15  minutes.  ...  •  Chicago  is  shaping 
up  as  a  major  film  financing  center.  ...  •  Bob  Wolff,  who  arrives 
tomorrow  from  London  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth,  may  expect  some  very 
pleasant  news  during  his  stay.  ...  •  Donald  M.  Nelson  is  chairman 
of  the  Los  Angeles  C  of  C  World  Trade  Committee.  ...  •  "There 
ought  to  be  ai  law"  against  execs,  who  give  a  story  to  gossip  colum- 
nists and  then  send  the  same  thing  out  as  a  trade  press  release  a  week 
or  so  later 

T  ▼  T 


COminC  and  G0MG 


BENEDICT  BOGEAUS  and  his  wife,  actre 
DOLORES  MORAN,  will  leave  Hollywood  at  tr 
week-end  for  New  York  where  the  produc 
will  discuss  sales  plans  with  UA  executives  c 
"The  Macomber  Affair,"  "A  Miracle  Can  Hap 
pen"  and  "Christmas  Eve." 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  RKO-Radio  metropol 
tan  district  manager,  will  stop  off  Monday  c 
his  company's  Pittsburgh  exchange  befo*!?w)ir 
to   Washington.  J    tlL 

STEVE  BROIDY,  president  of  Allied dectis 
and  Monogram,  left  the  Coast  yesterday  f 
Chicago,  accompanied  by  GEORGE  D.  BUF 
ROWS,  treasurer,  and  HOWARD  STUBBIN 
who   holds   the    Pacific   Coast   franchise. 

BEN  KALMENSON,  Warners'  vice-presidet 
and  general  sales  manager  left  yesterday  f< 
Philadelphia   and    Washington. 

ANN  TODD  will  arrive  in  New  York  fro 
Hollywood  today  en  route  to  England  to  appec 
in   "For   Her  to  See." 

EDWARD  MOREY,  vee-pee  of  Monogram  an 
Allied  Artists  and  assistant  to  Steve  Broid 
leaves  today  for  Chicago  to  attend  the  boar 
of  director's  meeting  taking  place  Saturda 
He  intends  to  return  the  first  part  of  ne> 
week. 

PAUL    BRODER,     president     of    Broder-Amer 
can,   left   for   Detroit   last   night.    He   returns   i 
a    few    days    to    resume    efforts    to    establish 
New   York    home    office   for    the    company. 

CARL  LESSERMAN,  executive  vice-presider 
of  Benedict  Bogeous  Productions,  arrived  in  Ne 
York  yesterday. 

FREDERIC  ULLMAN,  JR.,  RKO  Pathe  presi 
dent,  is  back  in   New  York  from   the  Coast. 

TOM   FARRELL,    Loew's   Int'l   Shanghai   mana 
ger,   flew   in   from    Hollywood    and   is   now   in 
huddle  with   Metro  biggies. 

SILAS  F.  SEADLER,  advertising  manager  fo 
M-G-M,  leaves  today  for  his  annual  visit  to  th 
company's   studios. 

HUGH  OWEN,  Paramount's  Eastern  an 
Southern  division  sales  manager,  is  on  a  tou 
of  his  territory  in  the  South,  covering  Char 
lotte,  Atlanta  and  New  Orleans.  He  is  sched 
uled  to   return  to  New  York  on  Monday. 

MAURY  ORR,  UA  Western  sales  manager,  ha 
returned  to  the  home  office  following  a  busi 
ness  trip  to  the  Chicago,  Kansas  City  and  St 
Louis    branches. 

TERRY  TURNER,  RKO  exploitation  manager 
has  returned  to  his  desk  from  a  tour  of  ke 
cities. 

JOEL  HARVEY,  of  M-G-M's  ad-production  de 
partment,  is  in  Palm  Springs  on  an  indefinite 
leave  of  absence  to  recuperate  from  a  recen 
illness. 

ROBERT  STEVENSON  will  arrive  in  New  Yorl 
City  from  the  Coast  today  and  is  slated  t< 
leave  on  Saturday  aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  Eliza 
beth   for    London. 

GEORGE  SANDERS   is   due   from   the   Coast. 

MAURICE  "RED"  SILVERSTEIN.  Loew's-lnt' 
new  Latin-American  regional  director,  goes  t< 
Syracuse,  the  old  home  town,  for  the  week 
end. 

EDWARD  L.  WALTON  assistant  general  sale: 
manager  for  Republic,  who  made  a  trip  to  the 
-Coast  with  James  R.  Grainger,  is  touring  North- 
west branches  before  returning  to  the  home  of- 
fice. 


Stock   Exchange  OK's 
iVett?  Theater  Project 

If  the  show  on  the  floor  of  the 
Stock  Exchange  is  not  so  hot  next 
Fall,  you  can  go  to  the  movies. 
Breaking  155  years  of  tradition,  the 
governors  of  the  institution  have 
approved  plans  for  a  theater  ad- 
jacent to  the  visitors  gallery.  Archi- 
tect's drawings  have  been  approved. 
A  contract  is  about  to  be  awarded. 
Opening  is  scheduled  for  next  Fall. 
The  new  Exchange  film,  "Money  at 
Work,"  will  be  shown  every  half 
hour,  according  to  plans. 

House  will  be  the  only  theater 
south  of  Fulton  St. 


29   YEARS 


IS  A 
LONG  TIME 


IN  PICTURES 


3A  Actual  Size 
Over    1000   Pages 
Beautifully  Bound 
Weighs  43/4  lbs. 


THE  MOST  USEFUL  FILM 
YEAR  BOOK  EVER  COMPILED! 

A  year's  subscription  to  THE  FILM 
DAILY  will  bring  you  this  encyclo- 
pedia of  Motion  Pictures  free. 
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OUT  TO-DAY 

THE  1947 
YEAR  BOOK 

OF 

MOTION    PICTURES 
29th  EDITION 

is     now 
being     distributed 
to      subscribers     or 


DAILY 


NOW 


being  distributed 
to  all  subscribers  of 
THE    FILM    DAILY 


THE  1947  FILM  YEAR  BOOK 

of  more  than  1000  pages  covers  the  indus- 
try from  every  angle  —  Production,  Dis- 
tribution, and  Exhibition.  Between  its 
covers  will  be  found:  A  list  of  more  than 
21,000  titles  of  pictures  released  since  1915 
— Credits  on  all  features  released  in  1946 — 
Features  imported  during  the  past  year — 
The  Ten  Best  Pictures  of  1946  with  all 
credits — Serials  released  since  1920 — Short 
Subject  Series  and  director  credits  for  1945- 
46 — Producers  and  Distributors — Person- 
nel of  Important  Companies,  Studios,  Asso- 
ciations and  Labor  Organizations — Credits 
of  Players,  Producers,  Directors,  Authors, 
Screenplay  Writers,  Cameramen,  Song 
Writers  and  Dance  Directors  —  Financial 
Structures  of  Motion  Picture  Companies — 
Name  and  addresses  of  Theater  Supply 
Dealers  —  A  complete  section  on  Special 
Purpose  films — A  survey  of  Foreign  Mar- 
kets —  A  list  of  Theaters  in  the  United 
States,  and  circuits  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada 
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Film  DftU) 

<iec 

Year  Book: 

Are  used  extensive- 
ly throughout  the 
year  by  important 
people  in  Produc- 
tion, Distribution, 
Exhibition  and  the 
Theater  Equipment 
Field. 

free 


Film  Year  Books 
are  Given  Free  to 
subscribers  of 
THE  FILM 
DAILY,  the  Indus-  ] 
try's  Oldest  and 
most  Widely  Read 
Daily   Paper. 


More    than    one    thousand    pages   weighs   over    four   pounds. 

A   veritable  gold   mine  of  useful   information   in   one    handy 

and  beautifully  bound  volume. 

— Addresses  of  Producers,  Distributors,  Exchanges,  Labora- 
tories,   Trailer    Companies,    Insurance    Brokers,    Projection  | 
Rooms,   Play   Brokers,   etc. — Motion   Picture   Publications — 
Books — The  trend  in  theater  building  and  equipment — Tele- 
vision— And — 

a  thousand  and  one  other  important  Items  of  interest  and  Value 


IMPORTANT 

It  is  important  to  know  the  WHO,  WHAT,  WHERE  and 
WHEN  in  your  industry 

The  best  way  to  obtain  such  knowledge  and  timely  information  is  through 
THE  FILM  DAILY  and  THE  FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK.  The  1947  edition 
surpasses  all  others,  GET  IT!  Keep  it  For  Handy  Reference!  It's  worth 
its  weight  in  Gold! 


THE  FILM  DAILY 

Is  the  Best  SI  0.00  investment  onyone 
can  make  who  is  interested  in  the  Produc- 
tion, Distribution  or  Exhibition  of  Motion 
Pictures. 

Sign  the  coupon  and  mail  today 


THE   FILM   DAILY 
1501     Broadway 
New  York   18,  N.  Y. 


Hollywood    Office 


AIL  THE  WW    6425  Hollywood  Blvd. 
All  THE  TIME    Hollywood,    Calif. 
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Gentlemen: 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  THE  FILM   DAILY,  and  send  me  my  copy  of  THE  FILM 

DAILY  Year  Book.      I  enclose  $10.00  (Foreign  SI 5.00). 


Name 

Street 

!       City    . 


State. 
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"hursday,  March  20,  1947 
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Nlefro  Will  Increase 
Newspaper  Lineage 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
emain  the  best  medium  for  readi- 
ng the  greatest  number  of  people 
it  the  lowest  cost  and  that  with  the 
ivailability  of  increased  lineage  for 
n  {.>q  picture  advertising,  a  higher 
_^*h  of  ad  funds  will  be  poured 
lin  tEis  direction. 

The  use  of  radio  time  will  be  cur- 
tailed in  order  to  offset  monies  chan- 
neled to  newspapers,  with  spot  an- 
nouncements the  chief  sufferer.  Also 
^scheduled  for  retrenchment  is  the 
,|tieup  with  Railway  Express  which 
.promotes  Metro  product  via  truck 
lads.  Contract  for  use  of  Douglas 
Leigh's  sky-sign  dirigible  will  not  be 
^renewed. 

J    Dietz,  who  has  just  returned  from 
•the    Coast,   was    enthusiastic   about 
forthcoming    Metro    product   viewed 
[there.     Among  these   are  "Fiesta," 
which  introduces  the   South  Ameri- 
can star,  Ricardo  Montalban;  "Song 
iof  'Love,"  based  on  the  life  of  Schu- 
mann; "Green  Dolphin  Street";  "The 
Hucksters,"     Deborah     Kerr's     first 
.American      film;       "The      Missouri 
'  Story,"  authored  by  MacKinlay  Kan- 
itor,   who   wrote   the    original    story 
from  which  "The  Best  Years  of  Our 
Lives"   was   made,    and   "The    Birds 
and  the  Bees,"  a  musical  in  which 
one    of    Dietz's    own    songs,    "The 
Dickey  Bird,"  is  featured. 

Wins  Lost  $2,300 

Harold  Harris,  Music  Hall  usher, 
yesterday  received  a  purse  contain- 
ing $2,300  in  jewels  from  a  Police 
Dept.  property  clerk.  Harris  found 
the  purse  last  Thanksgiving  and 
turned  it  over  to  the  police. 

Peppercorn  Promoted 

Carl  Peppercorn  who  has  been  with 
RKO  in  various  sales  capacities  was 
made  assistant  to  Charles  Boasberg, 
company's  division  sales  manager. 


Why  Clarh  Gable 

Bucks  Red  Cross 

THE  Red  Cross  is  an  organization 
which  has  my  wholehearted  ad- 
miration and  support.  During  the 
war  I  was 
able  to  o  b  - 
serve  at  first 
hand  some  of 
the  fine  work 
which  t  h  is 
great  organi- 
zation ac- 
complished 
among  the 
men  in  uni- 
form. I  know 
how  much  its  efforts  were  appre- 
ciated by  the  men  themselves.  And 
I  am  not  forgetting  that  those  in 
the  armed  forces  today  still  turn 
to  the  Red  Cross  for  welfare  and 
recreational  services  which  cannot 
be  praised  too  highly.  I  feel  it  is 
a  privilege  to  support  this  work. — 
CLARK  GABLE 


Little  Headlines: 


A  SINO-SOVIET  CULTURAL  ASSOCIATION  operating  in  China  arranges  film  show- 
ings, lectures  and  discussions  in  the  totalitarian  country's  campaign  of  psychological  war- 
fare against  the  U.  S.,  William  Benton,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  said  yesterday  in 
an  address  to  the  Foreign  Press  Association. 

• 
WESTERN    ELECTRIC   stockholders   at  their  annual    meeting   April   8    will   vote   on   a 
proposal   to  increase  the  company's   authorized    capital   stock   from   7,500,000   shares   to 
9,000,000  shares.   If  approved,   the  additional   1,500,000  shares  will   be  offered   pro  rata 
to   stockholders. 

• 
ROBERTO  GAVALDON,  one  of  Mexico's  top  directors,  has  been  signed  to  direct 
Eagle-Lion's  English  language  color  production,  "Captain  Casanova,"  in  Mexico  City. 
Leonard  Picker,  producer  of  "Captain  Casanova,"  has  been  in  Mexico  for  two  weeks 
with  an  American  crew.  Arturo  de  Cordova  will  play  title  role  and  Turhan  Bey  is  also 
in  cast. 

• 
U-INT'L'S  "TIME  OUT   OF   MIND,"  will  open   for  a   pre-release,   reserved-seat,  ad- 
vanced admission  price  run  at  the  Park  Avenue  Theater  in   New  York   on   April  5.   No 
general  release  of  "Time  Out  of  Mind"  has  yet  been  set. 

• 
TYRONE   POWER  will  next  star  for  20th-Fox  in   William   Lindsay  Gresham's  "Night- 
mare Alley."    Edmund  Goulding  will  direct  and  George  Jessel  will    produce.  The  script 
is  written  by  Jules  Furthman. 

• 
THE  NEXT  TWO  PICTURES  for  the  New  York  Strand,  to  follow  "Pursued,"  will  be 
"Stallion  Road,"  which  opens  April   14  and  "Love   and  Learn,"  which  starts  May    1. 

• 
EAGLE-LION'S   "The    Adventuress,"   which    follows   "The   Thief   of   Bagdad"    into   the 
Victoria,  will  open  on  April  3. 

• 
"THE  LIFE  OF   WILL   ROGERS,"   which   will    be   brought   to   the   screen   by   Warners, 
also  is  being  adapted  as  a  radio  serial.  John  Cohan,  West  Coast  radio  man,  is  preparing 
the  package. 

• 
CLAUDE    BINYON,    who    recently    secured    his    release    from    Paramount,    was    signed 
yesterday    by   Universal-International   to   a   long-term   contract  as    a    writer-director.    He 
will    report   to   U-l    in    the   middle   of  April.    His  first   picture   will    be   an   original   story 
by   himself. 

• 
UNITED   ARTISTS   is   readying   superimposed   versions   to   launch   "Carnegie    Hall"    in 
Central  and  South-American  key  cities  during  April.  Present  plans  call  for  the  picture's 
simultaneous  openings  in  Mexico  City,  Lima,  Santiago  and   Buenos  Aires. 


Report  U.  K.  May  Cut 
Imports  of  U,  S.  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  the  critical  shortage  of  dollar  ex- 
change. 

State  Dept.  and  MPAA  received 
inquiries  from  their  London  offices 
quoting  the  newspaper  dispatches 
and  asking  comment  from  Washing- 
ton. 

Stories  indicating  the  import  re- 
strictions appeared  in  the  London 
News-Chronicle  and  the  Evening 
Standard  yesterday.  The  News- 
Chronicle  dispatch  was  written  by 
the  paper's  New  York  correspondent, 
Frederick  Cook. 

Although  State  Department  and 
MPAA  officials  declined  to  flatly  deny 
the  reports  until  further  investiga- 
tion, spokesmen  expressed  doubt  as 
to  the  authenticity  of  the  dispatches. 
They  pointed  to  recent  declarations 
by  Sir  Stafford  Cripps  that  the 
British  government  contemplated  no 
such  moves.  There  appeared  little 
doubt  here,  too,  that  any  such  move 
by  Great  Britain  would  be  in  viola- 
tion of  the  terms  of  the  U.  S.  loan 
to  England. 

Official  word  on  the  reports  is  ex- 
pected today.  Up  to  now,  officials 
of  MPAA  and  the  State  Dept.  em- 
phasized, the  reports  have  not  been 
confirmed  and  must  be  classified  as 
rumors. 


Average  Extra  Got     I  Foreign  Pix  Playing 


$700  During  1946 


Washington   Bureau    of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Fewer  and  fewer  ex- 
tras are  finding  jobs,  and  the  aver- 
age extra  worked  only  40  days  last 
year,  earning  $700,  Central  Casting 
Corp.  reported  yesterday  to  MPAA 
President  Eric  A.  Johnston.  Less 
than  10  per  cent  of  the  4,400  adults 
registered  with  Central  Casting 
made  enough  money  to  exist  with- 
out income  from  other  sources,  it 
was  said. 

Extras  grossed  $4,614,154  in  1946, 
with  266,065  placements.  This  was 
an  increase  of  more  than  41  per  cent 
over  1945.  The  average  daily  wage 
for  the  period  jumped  33  per  cent  to 
$17.34  as  a  result  of  a  new  wage 
contract  signed  with  the  Screen  Ex- 
tras Guild,  report  continued. 

Despite  the  few  days'  work  avail- 
able to  most  extras,  about  40  appli- 
cants daily  ask  to  be  registered. 
Central  Casting,  however,  has  re- 
duced its  list  of  extras  from  a  peak 
of  17,000  so  that  a  "living  wage" 
might  be  provided  for  a  small  num- 
ber of  qualified  extras  instead  of  a 
fractional  wage  for  a  larger  group. 

Central  Casting  members  include 
Columbia,  Samuel  Goldwyn,  M-G-M, 
Paramount,  RKO,  Republic,  Hal 
Roach,  20th-Fox,  Universal-Interna- 
tional and  Warners. 


In  200  Situations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
of  Universal-Int'l.  McGinley,  with 
his  assistant,  Lewis  Blumberg,  has 
toured  "U's"  exchanges,  checking 
territorial  possibilities  and  adding 
real  impetus  to  the  movement 
through  talks  with  exchange  man- 
agers and  interested  exhibitors. 

Charles  Skouras,  National  The- 
aters head,  has  taken  the  lead  among 
the  large  circuit  operators,  with 
switchovers  of  nabe  houses  in 
Seattle,  Long  Beach  and  Oakland.  He 
is  reportedly  mulling  other  switches 
in  various  areas. 

The  Rosener  Circuit  in  California 
now  has  eight  outlets,  four  in  Los 
Angeles,  four  in  San  Francisco,  with 
expansion  plans  in  the  offing. 

In  Detroit,  foreign  pix  are 
played  day-and-date  in  subsequent- 
runs,  while  Chicago  has  adopted  a 
system  of  sectional  runs. 

Ritz  Theater  in  Memphis  initiated 
the  switch  from  subsequent-run 
Yank  product  to  first-run  British  and 
other  foreign,  and  idea  has  spread 
to  Oakland,  Boston  and  Oklahoma 
City.  Encouraging  note  for  exhib- 
itors is  the  increased  popularity  of 
the  foreign  films  in  the  U.  S.  interior. 
Chief  interest  heretofore  has  been 
manifested  on  the  West  Coast  and 
the  Atlantic  seaboard. 


"Big  5"  Plan  Appeal  for 
"Limited  Stay"  of  Decree 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

differences  in  approach  held  by  vari- 
ous attorneys  and  it  seems  likely 
that  the  final  decision  will  be  an- 
nounced today. 


Sol  Soman  Dead 

Montreal — Sol  Soman,  75,  founder 
and  president  of  Sunnyside  Amuse- 
ment Co.,  Toronto,  died  at  Welesley 
Hospital  here.  Roy  Solman  and  his 
brother,  Herbert,  will  continue  man- 
agement of  the  company. 


"The  Egg  and  I" 

The  Associated  Press  wires  yes- 
terday carried  this  dispatch: 

Huntington,  W.  Va.,  March  19— For 
the  second  straight  day,  a  hen  named 
Junior  hopped  into  bed  with  Albert 
Cremeans  this  morning  and  laid  an 
egg. 

"From  now  on,"  said  Mr.  Cremeans, 
"Junior  gets  locked  out  of  the  house 
altogether." 

He  explained  that  the  hen  —  mis- 
taken for  a  rooster  in  chickhood — 
scratches  at  the  kitchen  door  almost 
every  morning.  When  admitted  she 
heads    for    the    basement    and     lays    an 

egg- 

Yesterday  she  scrambled  the  routine 
by  climbing  the  stairs  to  the  second 
floor. 

P.  S.  Coming  up  is  a  Universal- 
Int'l   pic   titled   "The    Egg  and   I." 

P.P.S.  Maurice  Bergman  of  Uni- 
versal-Int'l was  not  available  for 
comment  last  night. 
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'Backlash' 


with  Jean  Rogers,  Richard  Travers,   Larry 

Blake 

20th-Fox  66    Mins. 

DETECTIVE- MURDER  STORY  WITH 
GOOD  PRODUCTION  VALUES  AND 
TOUCHES  OF  SMART  DIRECTION  SUS- 
TAINS INTEREST. 

Given  good  production  values  and  fre- 
quently heightened  by  a  few  smart  touches 
of  direction,  this  offering  should  hold  the 
audience's  attention.  The  performances  are 
regulation  and  fill  requirements.  Crime 
elements  in  the  plot  have  a  familiar  ring. 
If  it  is  guesswork  that  the  audience  likes, 
then  in  "Backlash"  they  will  have  some- 
thing  to   ponder. 

Plot  starts  off  with  a  bang.  John  El- 
dredge  is  making  time  on  a  highway. 
Police  have  roadblocks  out  to  catch  Doug- 
las Fowley,  bank  robber-killer,  a  client  of 
Eldredge,  who  is  a  lawyer.  Cops  let  El- 
dredge  pass.  Down  the  road  he  meets 
Fowley. 

Later  Eldredge's  car  is  found  wrecked, 
burned,  containing  a  body  identified  as 
Eldredge.  His  wife,  Jean  Rogers  is  in- 
formed. Immediately  Larry  Blake,  a  de- 
tective starts  chasing  down  the  case  for 
there  are  many  unusual  circumstances  in- 
volved. The  DA  in  the  case,  Richard  Travis, 
pokes  about,  too.  He  is  very  friendly  with 
Miss  Rogers.  A  blonde,  Louise  Currie  fig- 
ures in  the  ensuing  developments  with 
Robert  Chayne,  Eldredge's  law  partner. 
Seems  there's  considerable  dough  owed  the 
latter   by   the  former. 

In  due  time  police  work  shows  fruit  and 
while  much  suspicion  is  directed  at  al- 
most all  the  principals  in  the  cast  the  real 
culprit  is  revealed  in  a  surprise  finish.  It 
has  a  few  spots  which  rise  above  the  rou- 
tine pattern.  The  pace  is  good.  It  should 
hold  up. 

CAST:  Jean  Rogers,  Richard  Travis,  Larry 
Blake,  John  Eldredge,  Leonard  Strong,  Robert 
Shayne,  Louise  Currie,  Douglas  Fowley,  Sara 
Berner,  Richard  Benedict  Wynne  Larke,  Susan 
Klimist. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  M.  Wurtzel;  Direc- 
tor, Eugene  Forde;  Original  story,  Screenplay, 
Irving  Elman;  Cameraman,  Benjamin  Kline;  Art 
Director,  Robert  Peterson;  Set  Decorator,  Glenn 
T.  Thompson;  Musical  Supervision,  David  Chud- 
now;  Musical  Score,  Darrell  Calker;  Film  Editor, 
William  F.  Claxton;  Sound,  John  Carter. 

DIRECTION,   Okay.        PHOTOGRAPHY     Good. 

Cuban  Indie  Distribs. 
Elect  Coto  President 


"Undercover  Maisie" 

with  Ann  Sothern,   Barry  Nelson,  Mark 

Daniels 

M-G-M  90  Mins. 

"MAISIE"  AS  A  SHE  COP  DISHES  OUT 
PLENTY  IN  THE  LAUGH-ACTION  LINE; 
GOOD  BET. 

In  the  beginning,  Ann  Sothern  is  trying 
to  get  from  Los  Angeles  to  New  York  where 
a  jcb  is  waiting  for  her.  She  is  taken  in  by 
a  kindly  appearing  woman  who  wants  com- 
pany on  her  drive  to  the  East.  Of  course 
Miss  Sothern  goes  along.  They  stop  for 
hamburgers,  Maisie  goes  for  them  and 
that's  the  last  she  sees  of  her  money,  lug- 
gage, jewels.  So  she  winds  up  telling  the 
cops  all  about  it.  Barry  Nelscn  is  so  im- 
pressed with  the  telling  that  he  convinces 
her  she  should  become  a  lady  cop.  With 
but  little  hesitation  she  agrees. 

There  is  a  physical  training  schedule 
with  jiu  jitsu,  pistol  shooting,  police  pro- 
cedure and  the  like  filling  in  a  fat  segment 
of  the  running  time  and  finally  she's  as- 
signed to  track  down  and  get  the  goods  on 
a  confidence  gang.  It  looks  good  for  Maisie 
for  a  while  but  she  is  "taken"  again  when 
her  quarry  is  ready  for  the  pinch.  A  clue  is 
left  behind,  however.  Maisie  falls  into  the 
toils  of  the  gang.  It  is  decided  to  bump 
her  off.  Meanwhile  Nelson  and  Daniels  have 
not  been  napping  and  they  take  to  the 
trail.  When  they  arrive  on  the  scene  Maisie 
has  the  situation  well  under  control.  The 
criminals  are  out  of  the  running  and  the 
piece  closes  with  Maisie  apparently  headed 
for  the  altar  with  Nelson. 

The  telling  is  on  the  light  side  and  Miss 
Sothern  is  as  convincingly  Maisie  as  she 
ever  was.  Production-wise,  the  film  has  all 
the  required  effects. 

It  adds  up  to  fairly  sound  offering. 

CAST:  Ann  Sothern  Barry  Nelson,  Mark  Dan- 
iels, Leon  Ames,  Clinton  Sundberg,  Dick  Sim- 
mons, Charles  D.  Brown,  Gloria  Holden,  Douglas 
Fowley,  Nella  Walker,  Gene  Roberts,  Celia 
Travers,  Morris  Ankrum. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  George  Haight;  Director, 
Harry  Beaumont;  Story  and  Screenplay  by  Thel- 
ma  Robinson;  Based  on  character  created  by 
Wilson  Collison;  Cameraman,  Charles  Salerno 
Jr.;  Art  Direction,  Cedric  Gibbons,  Gabriel 
Scognamillo;  Film  Editor,  Ben  Lewis;  Musical 
Score,  David  Snell;  Sound,  Douglas  Shearer; 
Set  Decorations,   Edwin    B.    Willis. 

DIRECTION,    Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 

Universal  Names  Ogden 
In  N.  O.  Fraud  Action  . 


Havana  (By  Air  Mail)  —  Cuban 
Film  Board  of  Trade,  composed  of 
independent  distributors,  has  elected 
these  officers:  Francisco  Alvarez 
Coto,  president;  Juan  Medina,  vice- 
president;  Octavio  Gomez  Castro, 
secretary;  Valentin  Perez,  treasurer; 
general  counsel,  Dr.  Manuel  Pellon. 
Vocales:  Nestor  Sanchez,  Vincente 
Bemades,  Adolfo  Fernandez,  Jose. 
R.  Medina,  Jose  Roca  Huguet  and 
Pedro  Guin. 


New  Orleans — Alleging  fraudulent 
returns  on  percentage  pictures,  Uni- 
versal Film  Exchanges  filed  suit  in 
the  U.  S.  District  Court  against  Gor- 
don C.  Ogden,  operator  of  the  Ogden 
and  Chimes  Theaters,  Baton  Rouge. 
Plaintiff's  attorneys  are  ChafFe,  Mc- 
Call  Brims,  Toler  &  Phillips,  of  this 
city. 

Propose  Safety  Attendant 
For  Each  1,000  Spectators 


Telenews-Young  America  Moves 

Telenews-Young  America  Indus- 
trial Film  Division,  producer  of  com- 
mercially sponsored  motion  pictures, 
has  taken  new  and  larger  office  space 
at  18  E.  41st  St.,  with  the  phone 
number  Lexington  2-4111. 


Jefferson  City,  Mo. — A  bill  requir- 
ing amusement  places  to  provide  a 
uniformed  attendant,  qualified  and 
experienced  in  fire  prevention,  for 
every  1,000  spectators,  has  been  in- 
troduced in  the  House  of  Renresenta- 
tives.  Attendant  would  remain  on 
duty  throughout  every  performance, 
with  violations  made  a  misdemeanor. 


"Tarzan  and  the 
Huntress" 

with   Johnny  Weissmuller.    Brenda   Joyce, 

Johnny  Sheffield 

RKO  72  Mins. 

RIGHT  UP  TO  PAR  IN  ACTION- 
JUNGLE  CONTENT;  WILL  FILL  THE 
BILL. 

The  intrusion  of  an  expedition  of  hunters 
seeking  animals  to  replenish  war-ravaged 
zoos  sets  off  the  Tarzan  family  and  their 
animal  pals  this  time.  King  Farrod  gives  the 
intruders  permission  to  take  two  of  each 
species.  He  is  done  away  with.  In  short 
order  Patricia  Morison.  Barton  MacLane  and 
J:hn  Warburton  connive  a  deal  with  another 
royal  character  and  soon  hog  wild  cap- 
turing every  beastie   in  sight. 

But  of  course  there's  Tarzan  and  Boy 
and  Jane  to  poke  around  and  make  things 
difficult.  Additionally  there's  Cheta,  the 
ape,  to  really  make  ensuing  problems  awk- 
ward and  embarrassing.  She  figures  in  al- 
most as  much  footage  as  the  principals. 

The  hunters  prove  a  pocr  match  for  the 
Jungle  Man  and  his  son.  They  loot  the  camp 
of  its  firearms.  Cheta,  a  sucker  for  female 
makeup  finery,  falls  for  a  compact  and 
gives  away  the  hiding  place  of  the  guns.  It 
gets  rough  for  a  little  while  but  Weiss- 
muller save  the  day  when  he  calls  his  heavy 
armor  into  the  problem  —  elephants  —  and 
they  trample  the  invaders  into  the  ground. 
Miss  Moriscn  and  her  stooge  fly  off  in  a 
plane,   same   way   they   came. 

Not  a  trick  is  missed  and  this  latest  ad- 
dition to  the  series  should  attract  the 
usual  type  and  amount  of  audience. 

CAST:  Johnny  Weissmuller,  Brenda  Joyce, 
Johnny  Sheffield,  Patricia  Morison,  Barton  Mac- 
Lane  John  Warburton,  Wallace  Scott,  Charles 
Trowbridge,   Cheta,  Ted    Hecht. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Sol  Lesser;  Director,  Kurt 
Neumann;  Cameraman,  Archie  Stout;  Original 
story  and  screenplay,  Jerry  Gruskin,  Rowland 
Leigh;  Based  on  characters  created  by  Edgar 
Rice  Burroughs;  Music,  Paul  Sawtell;  Art  Di- 
rector, McClure  Capps;  Sound,  Frank  McWhor- 
ter;    Film    Editor,    Merrill    White. 

DIRECTION,      Okay.       PHOTOGRAPHY     Good. 

Rockville  Centre  Kids 
Seek  Lower  Admissions 


Rockville  Centre,  L.  I. — A  petition 
asking  reduced  admission  prices  for 
;  children  is  being  prepared  by  a  group 
1  of  teen-agers  for  presentation  to 
i  local  theaters.  Youngsters  are  the 
:  same  group  who  recently  appeared 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees to  protest  passage  of  an  or- 
dinance prohibiting  children  under  17 
from  attending  theaters  after  6  p.m. 
unless  accompanied  by  an  adult. 

At  the  time,  the  kids  argued  that 
they  pay  adult  prices  and  should  be 
entitled  to  adult  privileges.  Ordin- 
ance, which  wras  passed  by  the  Board 
at  the  request  of  the  Century  Circuit 
management,  also  provides  that 
youngsters  sit  in  a  special  section 
supervised   by  a  matron. 


"Apache  Rose" 

with   Roy  Rogers,  Dale  Evans 
Republic  75   Mi 

ANOTHER  NEW  TWIST  TO  THE  WES 
ERN  PATTERN;  TRUCOLOR  ADDS  CO 
SIDERABLY  TO  THE  TELLING  OF  Tl 
TALE.  ' 

Note  first  that  this  one  is  in  \}tL  I 
The  process  adds  considerably  to  rifPie 
ing  of  the  tale.  In  this  season  the  weste 
scene  has  been  treated  at  length  in  n£ 
ways.  But  this  cne  strikes  a  unique  no 
in  departing  from  the  usual  rustling-stag 
coach  robbery  themes. 

This  is  a   seagoing  horse   opera. 

Replete  with  plenty  of  action  in  the 
of    brawls,    gun     fighting    and    wild     ridin 
right  down   to  the  Pacific  beach,  the  sto 
offers  Roy    Rogers  as  an   oil   man   and   Da 
Evans   as    a    tugboat    operator.    Miss    Eva 
delivers     Rogers'     equipment.      Immediate 
they  become  enmeshed  in  the  skulldugge 
of   George    Meeker   and    his    mob.    Meek  ] 
runs   an   offshore  gambling  ship.   Russ  Vir 
cent,  descendant  of  Spanish  grandees,  is  i| 
hock    to   Meeker  up   to   here.  Oil   is   four 
on  Vincent's  land.  Meeker  decides*to  mo\ 
in.    Donna     DeMario,    Vincent's    cousin,    1 
wounded   by   Meeker's  henchmen   and    the 
the  yarn  really  gets  into  its  stride. 

Rogers  and  Olin  Howlin,  latter  the  comi  j 
relief,    aided    by   the   Sons   of    the    Pioneei  I 
and   Miss  Evans,  between  a  fiesta, *romanc 
and    what    have    you    in    the    line    sf    pic 
footage   to    round   out   the    whcle,   in    goo 
time  corral  Meeker  and  his  boys.. This  las 
element   takes   place   on    the   be^ch    and    ii 
almost    in    the    nature   of   a    naval    engage 
ment. 

Rogers'  fans  will  be  pleased.  Miss  Evan 
is  good.  The  music  catches  on.  It  rates  a 
better  than  average  western  fare. 

CAST:  Roy  Rogers,  Dale  Evans,  OJin  Howlir  ■ 
George  Meeker,  John  Laurenz,  Russ  Vincenll 
Minerva  Urecal,  LeRoy  Mason,  Donga  DeMaric  I 
Terry  Frost,  Conchita  Lemus,  Tex  Terry  Bo  I 
Nolan,   Sons   of   the    Pioneers. 

CREDITS:     Associate     Producer,    Edward    im 
White;     Director,     William     Witney;     Screenplay  I 
Gerald      Geraghty;     Cameraman,      Jack     Marta 
Musical     Director,    Morton     Scott;     Film     Editor] 
Morton   Scott;    Sound,   Richard    E.  Tyler;    Art  Di 
rector,   Gano   Chittenden;   Set   Decorations;    Johi  ] 
McCarthy,    Jr.     Perry    Murdock;    Song's,  Jack    El- 
liott, Tim   and    Glenn  Spencer. 

DIRECTION,  Capable.     PHOTOGRAPHY,  Okay 

Iowa  Anti-Ascap  Bill 
Revamped  by  Sponsors 


Change  Convention  Place 

The  National  Board  of  Review  will 
hold  its  annual  convention  begin- 
ning today  in  the  Winter  Garden  of 
the  Hotel  McAlpin  instead  of  the 
Hotel  Pennsylvania  as  previously 
announced. 


Des  Moines,  la. — The  Anti-Ascap 
Bill  filed  in  the  House  of  the  Iowa 
Legislature  is  being  revamped  by  its 
sponsors  with  several  amendments 
expected  to  be  offered  when  it 
reaches  the  floor.  As  introduced,  it 
would  require  all  copyrighted  music 
organizations  to  file  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  all  tunes  handled,  fees 
charged,  and  salaries  paid  to  the  or- 
ganization and  in  addition  levy  a  10 
per  cent  tax  on  gross  income. 

Rep.  Herman  Walter,  Rep.,  of: 
Council  Bluffs,  one  of  the  principal 
sponsors,  disclosed  the  measure  had 
been  hurriedly  introduced  on  the 
final  bills  and  that  several  changes 
probably  would  be  proposed.  It  was 
reported  an  attempt  will  be  made  to 
reduce  the  fee  to  three  per  cent, 
while  several  of  the  sponsors  indi- 
cated they  might  try  to  increase  it 
to  25  per  cent. 
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3,668  Film  Theaters 
peraling  In  World 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
i.   with    18,765   in   the   U.   S.   and 
j;50  in  Canada.    European  theaters 
xled  48,833;  Latin  America,  6,710 
i    {.  ist,    5,663;    Near    East,    235 
5-._-a.357:   Caribbean  Area,  596 
hisn  West  Indies,  82,  and  the  At-  • 
ltic  Islands,   77. 

United  States  theaters  at  the 
first  of  the  year  totaled  20,- 
306  houses  in  10,238  cities  and 
towns,  with  a  total  seating  ca- 
pacity of  11,989,828.  Of  these, 
jhowever,  1,541  theaters  with 
596,168  seats  were  shuttered. 
There  were  11,393,660  seats  in 
the  18,765  theaters  operating  on 
Jan.  1. 

Breakdown   of  European  theaters  j 

cwsL  the  following  totals  by  coun- 

ies:  Austria,  684;  Belgium,  1,103; 

jechoslovakia,      2,000;       Denmark,  i 

.6;  Eire,  280;  Finland,  439;  France,  j 

450;  Germany,  3,621;  Gibralter,  5;  | 

ieece,    300;    Hungary,    460;    Italy, 

D00;  Malta,  20;   Netherlands,  410;' 

orway,    291;    Poland,    450;    Portu-  j 

jil,  245;  Rumania,  168;  Russia,  17,-! 

JO;    Spain,    3,013;    Sweden,    2,176;  j 

^itzerland,      350;      Turkey,      250;  j 

nited  Kingdom,  4,850;  Yugoslovia, 

JO,  and  L,ichtenstein,  2. 

Breakdown    for    Africa:    Algeria, 

44;  Angola,  13;  Belgian  Congo,  20; 

gypt,    174;    Eritrea,   23;    Ethiopia, 

9;    French    Equatorial    Africa,    4; 

rench   Morocco.    53;    French    West 

frica,   50;   Gold  Coast,  12;   Kenya, 

2;  Liberia,  1;  Madagascar,  20;  Moz- 

nbique,  7;  Nigeria,  15;   South  Af- 

ca,  600;  Spanish  Morocco,  27,  and 

unisia,  72. 

British  West  Indies:  Granada,  1; 
reward  Islands,  61;  Barbados,  3; 
amaica,  18;  Trinidad,  34;  Bahamas, 
;  Bermuda,  14;  St.  Lucia,  2;  St. 
incent,  1. 

Caribbean  Area:  Cuba,  485;  Brit- 
h  Guiana,  30;  Dominican  Repub- 
c,  40;  Haiti,  9;  French  West  In- 
ies,  20;  French  Guiana,  3;  Nether- 
mds  West  Indies,  4;  Surinam,  5. 

Far  Eastern  Breakdown 
Far  East:  Australia,  1,570;  Cey- 
»n,  46;  China,  50;  Fiji  Islands,  9; 
-idia,  1,900;  Japan,  1,193;  Nether- 
inds  East  Indies,  25;'  New  Cale- 
onia,  3;  New  Zealand,  551;  Philip- 
ines,  310;  Society  Islands,  6. 

Near  East:  Afghanistan,  1;  Ara- 
5a,  6;  Iran,  55;  Iraq,  35;  Palestine, 
B;  Syria-Lebanon,  71;  Singapore, 
f. 

Atlantic  Islands:  Azores,  2;  Cape 
'erdes,  3;  Greenland,  3;  Canary 
slands,  33;  Iceland,  24;  Maderia,  3; 
Newfoundland,  8;  St.  Pierre-Mique- 
Dn,  1. 
Latin  America:  Argentina,  1,690; 


ItEUJ  POSTS 


SICK  LIfT 


CHESTER  FRIEDMAN,  of  Motion  Pic- 
ure  Herald,  will  undergo  an  appendectomy 
:  day  in  Lexington  Hospital  here. 


PAUL  R.  FOGHT,  from  Young  America  Films,  to 
Ideal    Films    as    educational    films    director. 

PHIL  ZELLER,  assistant  manager.  Woods  Tho- 
ater,  Chicago. 

STEVE  PANAGOS,  manager,  Pickwick  Thearsr, 
Syracuse,    Ind. 

ROY    FEHNER,   city  sales,   UA,   Frisco. 

"BUCK"  SMITH,  San  Joaquin  Valley  area  salw- 
man,   UA,   Frisco. 

MALCOLM  ROSE,  assistant  supervisor,  Unitfd 
Detroit  Theaters. 

RUFUS  SHEPHERD,  manager,  Palms-State  The- 
ater,   Detroit. 

ROBERT  SALTER,  manager,  Fisher  Theater,  De- 
troit. 

LEO   BROWN,   manager,   State  Theater,  Chicago. 

CLAYTON    FOX,    UA  salesman,   Minneapolis. 

JIMMY  MULLENS,  manager,  St.  James  Theater, 
Asbury  Park,   N.  J. 

JOHNNY  BALMER,  Walter  Reade  city  manager, 
Freehold,    N.   J. 

DAVID  NOLAN,  manager,  Mayfair,  Asbury 
Park,   N.  J. 

IRVING  WERNICK,  office  manager,  Astor  Film 
Exchange,    New    York. 

EVERETT  SCHAFER,  v.-p.  in  charge  of  writ* 
development  and  planning.  Jam  Handy  or- 
ganization, Chicago. 

WALTER  GRUBB,  treasurer,  Majestic,  San  An- 
tonio,  Tex. 

JAMES  HERMAN  SOLLOCK,  manager.  Uptown, 
San   Antonio,   Tex. 

ERNEST  HAUSER,  former  relief  manager  for 
Interstate  Theaters,  to  manager,  Josephine, 
San    Antonio,   Tex. 

DOUGLAS  NAYLOR,  from  the  Army,  to  mana- 
ger.   Laurel,   San    Antonio,   Tex. 

FOREST  MOUNTZ,  manager,  Madison  Theater, 
Detroit. 

NORMAN  J.  LADOUCEUR,  assistant  manager. 
Family   Theater,   Detroit. 

NORMAN  LINZ,  salesman,  National  Screen 
Service,  Detroit. 

LOUIS  BERNHARD,  booker.  Film  Classics,  St. 
Louis. 

DAVID  GAFFNEY,  from  RKO  assistant  booker, 
to  booker,   PRC,    Cleveland. 

JAMES  HOBBS,  Republic  branch  manager,  At- 
lanta. 

ROBERT  HIRZ,  salesman,  Warner  Brothers, 
Omaha. 

JAMES  F.  SHARKEY,  JR.,  salesman,  20th-Fox, 
Detroit. 

HOWARD  NORTHACKER,  staff,  Paramount 
Theater,   Syracuse. 

ROBERT  LONG,  staff,  Paramount  Theater,  Syra- 
cuse. 

GEORGE  KRASKA,  managing  director,  Kenmore, 
Boston. 

SAM  WEISS,  Screen  Guild  branch  manager, 
Cleveland. 

CHICK  SCHEUFLER,  UA  city  salesman,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

EDWARD   LOCK,    UA   booker,   St.    Louis,   Mo. 

DEAN  JONES,  manager,  B  &  K  State  Theater, 
Chicago,    III. 


D  of  J  Aims  Drive 
At  Illegal  Mergers 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  A  major  drive  to 
block  illegal  corporate  mergers  will 
be  opened  by  the  Department  of  Jus- 
tice's anti-trust  division,  sources ] 
close  to  Attorney  General  Tom  C. 
Clark  said  yesterday. 

These  sources  said  that  Clark  is 
"deeply  concerned"  over  the  trend 
towards  "gobbling  up"  of  small  busi- 
ness  by  giant  corporations. 

The  D  of  J  said  any  direct  com- 
ment on  the  drive's  connection  with 
the  motion  picture  industry  must 
await  a  decision  from  the  U.  S.  Su- 
preme Court  on  the  New  York  equity 
case.  Government  sources  added, 
however,  that  the  "trend  towards 
bigness  has  not  excluded  the  motion 
picture  industry"  and  any  illegal  cor- 
porate mergers  in  the  film  industry 
would  result  in  close  scrutiny  by  the 
Department  of  Justice. 


Bolivia,  48;  Brazil,  1,619;  Colombia, 
300;  Ecuador,  40;  El  Salvadore,  43; 
Paraguay,  20;  Peru,  266;  Venezuela, 
252;  Mexico,  1,450;  Cuba,  430;  Do- 
minica, 32;  Uruguay,  163;  Puerto 
Rico,  130;  Haiti,  10;  Costa  Rica,  48; 
Guatemala,  34;  Honduras,  30;  Nica- 
ragua, 26;  Panama,  65;  Bahamas,  4; 
Bermudas,  10. 


Request  Oriental  Case  Briefs 

Chicago  —  Master  of  Chancery 
Joseph  Elward  gave  attorneys  in  the 
Oriental  Theater  injunction  case  to 
Friday  in  order  to  file  objections  to 
his  report  going  to  Federal  Judge 
William  Campbell.  Elward  will  hear 
objections  from  lawyers  on  March 
24,  after  which  his  recommendations 
in  the  case  will  be  sent  to  Judge 
Campbell  for  final  action. 


Pix  Ad  Budgets  Published 
In  Film  Daily  Year  Book 

Motion  picture  distributor's  and 
exhibitors  continued  to  spend  an 
average  of  $1,000,000  a  week  for 
newspaper  advertising  during  1946, 
despite  space  curtailments,  imposed 
by  newspapers  because  of  newsprint 
shortages,  and  strikes  which  affected 
papers  in  several  U.  S.  cities  during 
the  year.  Motion  picture  annual 
expenditures  for  all  forms  of  adver- 
tising during  1946  was  estimated  at 
$65,000,000  in  the  1947  Film  Daily 
Year  Book,  published  today. 

Comparable  figure  for  1945  was 
$63,000,000,  with  a  major  portion  of 
appropriations,  $52,000,000,  going 
for  newspaper  space  in  each  year. 
Year  Book  estimates  that  the  film 
companies  spent  $5,000,000  on  acces- 
sories and  direct  mail  last  year,  com- 
pared with  $4,500,000  in  1945.  Maga- 
zines received  $5,000,000  in  1946, 
$4,000,000  the  year  before,  while 
radio  appropriations  were  doubled 
from  1945's  $1,000,000  and  $1,700,- 
000  was  spent  on  outdoor  advertis- 
ing in  1946,  compared  with  $1,500,- 
000  in  1945. 


British  Film  Policy 
Is  Restated  in  Lords 


London  (By  Cable) — Government's 
position  on  motion  pictures  was  re- 
affirmed yesterday  by  Lord  Pethick 
Lawrence.  Speaking  for  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  House  of  Lords, 
Lawrence  said,  "It  is  our  business 
to  try  to  build  up  a  healthy  film  in- 
dustry in  the  United  Kingdom  and 
to  seek  to  develop  the  showing  of 
British  films  in  the  United  States." 


Competitive  Bidding  for 
Brandt  Only  If  Necessary 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
originate  bids  against  us  or  in  cases 
where    the    distributor    invites    bid- 
ding." 
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Finish  MPAA  Theater 
Survey  by  Summer 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  MPAA  Research 
Dept.  survey  of  film  houses  in  the 
U.  S.  should  be  complete  by  late 
Spring  or  early  Summer,  Robert 
Chambers,  research  director,  said  in 
his  report  to  Eric  A.  Johnston,  as- 
sociation president.  A  similar  sur- 
vey of  theaters  in  foreign  countries 
is  progressing,  he  said,  but  no  date 
can  yet  be  set  for  its  completion. 

Reporting  that  the  first  year  of 
operation  for  his  department  was  a 
year  of  progress,  Chambers  said  that 
only  a  beginning  has  been  made.  He 
observed  that  the  department  was 
launched  during  the  highest  attend- 
ance level  period  and  said  that  the 
need  for  statistics  in  a  profitable 
business  is  not  always  obvious,  that 
they  must  be  collected  continuously 
if  they  are  going  to  be  of  any  help 
in  lean  years  when  the  seat  and  cus- 
tomer ratio  might  be  reversed. 

Audience  research  is  also  a  subject 
that  requires  attention,  according 
to  the  report.  "In  the  sale  of  any 
product,  the  first  question  a  sales 
manager  asks  is  'Who  buys  my  prod- 
uct?' and  in  the  same  breath  the 
question  is  posed,  'Who  are  my  non- 
customers?' 

"Not  only  are  we  without  a  sup- 
portable figure  for  the  total  number 
of  people  who  do  and  do  not  attend 
movies,  but  we  have  very  little  in- 
formation about  the  composition  of 
both  groups,"  the  report  continued. 


Name  Gillham  Eastern  Ad 
Head  for  Vanguard,  SRO 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Eastern  advertising  director  of  Van- 
guard and  SRO,  effective  April  1. 

Gillham  was  for  13  years  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  director  of  Para- 
mount and  more  recently  vice-presi- 
dent in  charge  of  the  television  de- 
partment for  the  J.  Walter  Thompson 
advertising  agency.  He  w^"ll  head- 
quarter in  New  York. 


LUEDDinG  BELLS 


Bishop-Bowers 

Charles  Bowers,  Hollywood  The- 
ater manager,  will  wed  that  theater's 
lovely  blonde  assistant  manager, 
Nolda  Bishop,  tomorrow. 

Andrews-Thorstad 
Tampa,     Fla.  —  Lorena     Andrews 
and  Richard  J.  Thorstad,  of  Florida 
State    Theaters,    were    married    in 
Valdosta. 


Enselman-Haver 
Davenport,    la. — Mary    Enselman 
and  William  B.  Haver,  manager  of 
the   Garden  Theater,  were  married 
at  Lincoln,  111. 


SHORT   SUBJECT    REVIEWS  Oiler  50  Free  Scripts 

For  Educational  Pix 


"Style  of  the  Stars" 

Twentieth-Fox  10  Mins. 

Pleasing 

Three  sports — champions  in  each 
— how  they  perform.  Mel  Allen  de- 
scribes how  Patty  Berg,  Louise 
Suggs,  Betty  Jameson  and  Babe  Did- 
rikson  Zaharias  send  their  golf  shots 
down  the  fairway.  He  then  moves 
on  to  Fenway  Park  in  Boston  and 
catches  some  of  the  American 
League's  best  known  '^tars  (Bob 
Feller,  Hal  Newhouser,  Dixie  Walk- 
er, Mickey  Vernon,  Stan  Musial  and 
Ted  Williams)  in  action.  Five  swim- 
ming and  diving  queens  capture  his 
attention  next.  Ann  Curtis,  Suzanne 
Zimmerman,  Nancy  Merki,  Zoe  Ann 
Olsen  and  Vicki  Draves  go  through 
their  paces  in  a  style  pleasing  and 
interesting. 


"Gay  Anties" 

Warners  7  Mins. 

Light  and  Comical 

While  two  lovers,  who  are  on  a 
picnic,  hold  hands  and  whisper  sweet 
nothings,  a  colony  of  ants  takes  over 
and  re-distributes  the  food  to  their 
own  purposes  Taking  place  in  the 
form  of  a  Gay  Nineties  revue,  with 
singing  waiters,  can-can  dancers, 
etc.,  the  cartoon  is  thoroughly  light 
and  comical. 


New  Haven  —  Announcement  tl 

50  scripts  for  a  series  of  educatioi 

|  films  for  a  new  course  in  world  geo 

raphy  have  been  completed  and  w 


It 


'lee* 

Ameiic: 


"Stan  Kenton  &  Orch." 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Top  Band 

The  number  one  band  of  the  coun- 
try goes  through  its  paces  and  dem- 
onstrates some  of  the  rhythm  that 
has  carried  them  to  the  top.  Stan 
Kenton  handles  the  piano,  with  June 
Christy  vocalizing.  Gerry  Gale  is  in- 
cluded in  a  finale  featuring  Ken- 
ton's original  theme,  "Artistry  in 
Rhythm.'"  Tops  at  the  moment,  the 
orch.  should  sell  well. 


"Harvest  of  the  Sea" 

Twentieth-Fox  9  Mins. 

Of  General  Interest 

Two  fishing  villages,  that  are  al- 
most wholly  dependent  on  their  take 
from  the  sea,  are  recorded.  The  vil- 
lage of  Namu  in  Canada's  British 
Columbia  is  concerned  with  salmon 
catches,  while  the  Greek  colony  at 
Tarpon  Springs,  Florida,  concen- 
trates on  sponge  fishing.  Hugh 
James  narrates  this  footage  which 
should  have  general  interest. 


"American  Sports  Album" 

Warners  10  Mins. 

Good 

A  Technicolor  look  at  some  of  the 
reasons  this  country  is  known  as  the 
sportingest  in  the  world.  Archery, 
baseball,  football,  sailing,  skiing  and 
fishing  are  pictured,  with  the  accent 
on  beauty  and  relaxation. 


I  be  available  to  producers 
charge,  was  made  by  Dr.  Get 
Zook,  president  of  the 
Council  on  Education  at  Washingtc 
following  a  meeting  of  the  Cou" 
cil's  Commission  on  Motion  Picture 
Scripts  are  the  first  of  a  series  b 
ing  prepared  by  the  Commission. 
Subjects  of  the  series  being  pr 
pared  include  democracy,  math 
matics,  art  and  music,  Dr.  Mark 
May,  chairman  of  the  Commissio 
stated.  These  will  be  made  availab 
as  rapidly  as  they  are  completed,  1" 
said. 

Geography  series  was  prepart 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Walla< 
W.  Atwood,  president  emeritus 
Clark  University  and  a  nation 
authority  on  geography.  Presentir. 
a  new  point  of  view  in  the  study  < 
the  subject,  the  scripts  were  design* 
to  meet  educational  needs  in  tl 
post-war  world. 


Rep.  16MM.  Pix  Thru 
Loew's  Int'l  Overseas 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
tional.     Spring  emphasized  that  35 
mm.    rights    are   not   involved,   and 
that  the  agreement  covers  overseas 
distribution  only. 

Negotiations  were  handled  by  Or- 
ton  H.  Hicks,  head  of  Loew's  16  mm. 
department,  with  Richard  Altschuler, 
president  of  Republic  International 
and  Douglas  Yates,  vice-president, 
representing  the  Republic  interests. 
Long-term  agreement  is  effective 
immediately  and  gives  Loew's  Inter- 
national exclusive  16  mm.  rights  to 
all  past  and  current  Republic  pro- 
duction, in  addition  to  pictures  made 
during  the  period  of  the  pact. 


Florida  Circuit  Fights 
Gainsville  Ticket  Tax 


Gainsville,  Fla.  —  Florida  State 
Theaters  has  started  an  injunction 
against  the  City  of  Gainsville  to  pro- 
hibit enforcement  of  a  recently  en- 
acted amusement  tax.  The  tax,  they 
claim,  is  descriminatory  and  unfair 
to  the  patrons  of  theaters. 

Amusement  levy  ranges  from 
three  cents  on  tickets  costing  be- 
tween 26  and  50  cents;  five  cents  on 
those  from  51  cents  to  a  dollar  and 
eight  cents  on  those  over  a  dollar. 

Angered  over  the  city-levied  tax 
on  cigarets,  theater  tickets  and  utili- 
ties, students  of  the  Florida  Univer- 
sity are  agitating  for  the  more  than 
7,000  students  to  register  and  vote 
in  municipal  elections. 


New  York-to-Providence 
Special  for  Fay  Dinner 

Providence  —  A  special  train  of 
club  and  parlor  cars  to  carry  New 
York  well-wishers  to  the  Ed  Fay  din- 
ner has  been  arranged  by  the  com- 
mittee in  charge.  Train  will  leave 
Grand  Central  Station  at  1  p.m., 
April  21,  arriving  in  Providence  at 
4:30.  Dinner  will  be  held  that  night 
at  the  Sheraton-Biltmore  Hotel. 

Executive  committee  for  the  din- 
ner includes:  Meyer  Stanzler,  Fred 
Greene,  Martin  Toohey,  co-chairmen; 
publicity,  John  Carroll,  Art  Moger, 
Joseph  Di  Pesa,  Charles  Kurtzman, 
Russell  Stapleton;  tickets,  Martin 
Toohey,  Henry  Annotti,  Chester  Cur- 
rie;  entertainment,  hotel  and  special 
train,  Albert  J.  Clark,  Jack  Toohey; 
progTam,  Russell  Stapleton,  Edward 
Reed;  decorations,  Theodore  Rosen- 
blatt, Joseph  Stanzler,  Maurice 
Safner,  William  Dietch. 

Reception,  Fred  Greene,  Maurice 
Safner;  special  gift,  Albert  Gould, 
Joseph  Carullo,  Lon  Vail;  Patrick 
Crawley,  Ray  Feeley,  Jack  Findlay, 
Walter  Harmon,  Harry  Horgan,  Len 
Richter,  Henry  Sperling,  Henry 
Tobin,  Charles  Tobey. 


Film  and  Greek  Notables 
At  Orphans  Drive  Fete 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

master -and  among  those  slated  to  b 
present  ion  the  dais  are  Fran 
Walker,  George  Skouras,  John  O'Cor 
nor,  Si  Fabian,  Joseph  Vogel,  Ma! 
colm  Kingsberg,  Gus  Eyssell,  Harr 
Brandt,  William  White  and  Sai 
Rinzler. 

Also  present  will  be  Paul  Ecor 
omou-Gouras,  charge  -de  -  affairs  a 
the  Greek  Embassy;  the  Most  Re\ 
Archbishop  Athenagoras,  head  o 
the  Greek  Catholic  Archdiocese  o 
North  and  South  America;  Williar 
Helis,  president,  and  George  Xan 
thaky,  executive  vice-president  o 
I  the  Greek  War  Relief  Drive,  am 
John  Kalergis,  Greek  Consulate  Gen 
eral. 


Rogovin  on  Greek  Drive 

Boston — Harry  Rogovin,  Columbia 
district  manager,  has  been  named 
distribution  chairman  of  the  New 
England  committee  for  the  Greek 
Relief  drive.  Exhibitor  chairmen 
working  with  Rogovin  include  Sam 
Pinanski,  Nathan  Yamins  and  Ed- 
ward M.  Fay.  Area  quota  is  922 
orphans,  or  $79,360. 


"Carnival"  at  Roxy  March  28 

Twentieth-Fox's  "Carnival  Ii 

Costa  Rica"  is  definitely  set  to  ope]  i 
at  the  Roxy  on  March  28. 


STORK  REPORTS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  An  eight-pound 
three-ounce  girl  was  born  to  Mrs 
Frederick  M.  Packard,  Universal- 
International  producer,  at  Cedars  oj 
Lebanon  Hospital.  Christened  Susar 
Mary,  the  baby  is  the  first  grand- 
child of  J.  Arthur  Rank,  British  filn: 
producer. 

Indianapolis — Marceline  Dwinell. 
former  Republic  booker,  became  the 
mother  of  a  baby  girl,  born  at 
Methodist  Hospital. 
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"BIG  fIVC  WILL  ASK  STflV  Of  RRBITRRTIOn 


I: 


Estimate  20th- Fox  Net  for  '46  at  $22,600,000 


See  $8,853,533  Increase 
Over  1945  Figure;  Common 
Dividend  Put  At  $7.90 


Estimated  consolidated  net  profit 
of  20th  Century-Fox  after  tax  deduc- 
tion for  the  52  weeks  ended  Dec.  28, 
1946,  is  given  at  $22,600,000,  com- 
pared with  $13,746,467,  for  the  1945 
period.  Total  is  an  $8,853,533  in- 
crease. 

The  '46  figure  is  equal  to  approx- 
imately $7.90  per  share  on  2,756,462 
shares  of  common  stock  outstanding 
Dec.  28,  1946.  Common  stock  out- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Com.  to  Mull  Industry 
Pix  Series  By  H'wood 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — A  committee  has  been 
appointed  to  consider  the  feasibility 
of  Hollywood  producing  a  series  of 
short  subjects  depicting  activities  of 
film  industry  in  various  fields,  such 
as  visual  education  lor  children,  Eric 
Johnston,  MPAA  prexy,  disclosed  at 
a  press  meeting  here. 

He  said  a  successor  to  Byron  Price 
may  be  announced  before  he  leaves 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"U"  Officers  Re-elected; 
50c  Common  Div.  Declared 


Board  Chairman  J.  Cheever  Cow- 
din,  President  Nate  J.  Blumberg,  and 
all  other  officers  of  Universal  Pic- 
tures were  re-elected  yesterday  at  a 
board  of  directors  meeting. 

Board  also  declared  a  regular 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Intermissions  Now 
Plug  Candy,  Popcorn 

Chicago  —  Three-minute  inter- 
missions between  programs  as  a 
plug  for  candy  and  popcorn  sales 
hane  been  instituted  by  a  number 
of  theaters,  it  is  reported  by  Film- 
ack  Trailers,  which  has  had  numer- 
ous orders  recently  for  trailers 
announcing  the  intermissions  as  we'l 
as  reminding  patrons  of  the  candy 
counters.  Managers  report  that  sales 
show  a  decided  increase  when  the 
intermission  stunt  is  used. 


Editorial 


A  Good  Job  Well  done 

. . .  by  the  Eastern  PIC 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


ERASURE  of  the  Wilson-Condon  advertising  censorship  bill  by  a  bit  of  legislative  hokos 
pokus  in  the  final  hours  of  the  New  York  State  Legislature's  session  sizes  up  as  a 
major  accomplishment  by  the  MPAA's  Eastern  Public  Information  Committee  and  those 
in  and  out  of  the  trade  allied  with  it  in  the  11th  hour  battle  to  knock  out  a  particularly 
vicious  piece  of  industry  legislation. 

The  Committee's  chances  to  turn  the  trick  were,  to  all  appearances,  just  about  nil. 
The  Wilson-Condon  measure,  which  was  introduced  in  the  Legislature  to  meet  the 
Jan.  16  recommendations  of  the  State  Board  of  Regents,  slipped  through  both  houses 
without  a  dissenting  vote,  and  without  debate,  and  seemingly  was  headed  for  Gov- 
ernor Dewey's  certain  signature. 

It  was  about  at  this  point  that  the  PIC  swung  into  action,  to  drive  home  the  dangers 
in  the  legislation,  not  only  to  this  industry,  but  to  the  press.  The  latter's  stake  actually 
was  as  great  as  that  of  this  trade's,  for  if  film  advertising  is  to  be  censored  today — 
and  that  in  effect  was  what  the  bill  provided — tomorrow  it  easily  could  be  copy  for 
women's  intimate  wear,  for  perfumes  and  other  lines  of  merchand.se. 

o 

THE  state's  press  in  both  New  York  City  and  up-state  quickly  allied  itself  with  the 
'     industry,  and  an  editorial  barrage  was  effectively  laid  down. 
At  the  same  time,  Chairman  Charles  Schlaifer  of  the  PIC  designated  a  committee 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Nat'l  Review  Board 
Revamps  Structure 


Reorganization  in  the  structure  of 
the  National  Board  of  Review  was 
announced  yesterday  at  its  38th  An- 
niversary Conference  at  the  Hotel 
McAlpin. 

Quincy  Howe,  prexy  of  the  NBR, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Clark,  Bradley  Tops  In 
Paramount  Sales  Drive 


Dallas    District    Manager    M.    R. 

(Duke)   Clark,  who  has  jurisdiction 

over   Oklahoma   City  and  Memphis, 

was  the  winning  district  manager  in 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Brandt  After  Broder 
Re-issue  Franchise 


Deal  by  which  the  Metropolitan 
New  York  franchise  for  the  40  UA 
re-issues  recently  obtained  by  the 
Broder  American  Releasing  Corp. 
will  go  to  Harry  Brandt  may  be 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


Josephson  to  Install 
Art  Films  in  Princess 


Gilbert  Josephson  has  leased  the 
Princess  Theater  for  10  years,  effec- 
tive May  1.   The  old  legit  house  on 
39th  St.,  West  of  Broadway,  has  in 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Myers  Hits  Misuse  of  Bidding 

Claims  Distribs.  Aim  for  Higher  Rentals 


Rep.  Drops  Autry  Suit; 
Star  Will  Make  Two 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Gene  Autry  will  make 
two  more  features  for  Republic  be- 
fore he  takes  up  his  Columbia  con- 
tract, Herbert  J.Yates,  Republic  pres- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Washington  Tureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  Abram  F.  Myers, 
Allied  States  general  counsel  and 
board  chairman,  charged  yesterday 
that  some  distribs.  are  using  com- 
petitive bidding  "solely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extracting  higher  film 
rentals." 

In  a  blistering  statement  Myers 
(Continued  on  Pag*  6) 


Hearing  Scheduled  for 
Mar.  2.7;  Plea  Requests 
Retention  of  Present  Plan 


The  "Big  Five"  —  Paramount, 
Loew's,  Warners,  20th-Fox  and  RKO 
— will  apply  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme 
Court,  probably  today,  for  a  stay  of 
that  portion  of  the  Statutory  Court's 
decree  which  dispenses  with  com- 
pulsory arbitration. 

Plea  will  request  retention  of  the 
present  system  of  arbitration  until 
the  case  has  been  finally  determined 
by  the  high  tribunal. 

Hearings  on  this  application  and 
those  of  the  "Little  Three"  will  be 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


M-G-M  Rentals  Not 
Higher  With  Bids 


M-G-M  will  consider  competitive 
bidding  by  April  1  in  all  situations 
where  an  exhibitor  requests  a  run 
now  sold  to  a  competitor,  William 
F.  Rodgers,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  told  The  Film 
Daily  yesterday.  In  this  connection 
Rodgers  said  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
company  had  no  alternative  in  order 
to  comply  with  Par.  9  of  Section  II 
'Continued  on  Page  4) 


Girosi  Takes  Over  Golden 
Theater  for  Italian  Pix 


Needing  a  theater  themselves  for 

the  showing  of  Italian  pictures  which 

they  distribute  here,  the  Girosi  Bros., 

operating  through  their  theater  com- 

( Continued  on  Page  3) 


Colmes,  Levinson 
Form  Pix  Prod.  Co. 

West  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Formation  of  Somer- 
set Pictures,  Inc.,  a  $3,000,000 
producing  company,  was  announced 
by  Walter  Colmes  and  Selly  Levin- 
son,  formerly  with  Warner  Bros. 
Firm  has  Eastern  financing,  with 
Robert  S.  Rothschild  of  the  famous 
banking  family  figuring  in  setup. 
Somerset  will  concentrate  on  pro- 
ductions costing  between  $150,000 
and  $200,000  aimed  to  serve  cur- 
rent market  conditions. 
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Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  tort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Sanar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
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Pathe  (U.K.)  to  Absorb 
Anglo-American,  Report 


London  (By  Cable) — Wardour  St. 
heard  yesterday  that  Pathe  Pictures 
may  absorb  Anglo-American. 


Laurel  and  Hardy  in 
V.  K.  "Robin  Hood"? 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Laurel  and 
Hardy  may  come  over  to  appear  in 
a  new  version  of  "Robin  Hood"  for 
Alliance,  it  was  learned  yesterday. 


Simultaneous  First-Runs 
For  Re-issue  of  "Band" 


Headed  by  simultaneous  iirst-run 
dates  in  four  theaters  in  Los  An- 
geles; three  houses  in  Denver;  and 
two  theaters  in  San  Diego,  20th  Cen- 
tury-Fox's production  of  Irving  Ber- 
lin's "Alexander's  Ragtime  Band" 
will  go  into  re-release  starting  early 
in  April,  with  a  total  of  23  key  city 
bookings  set  so  far.  The  picture  will 
also  follow  the  engagement  of  "Car- 
nival in  Costa  Rica"  at  the  Roxy 
here  for  a  run. 


SOPEG,  CRI  Await  NLRB 
Decision  on  Election 


Following  a  meeting  between  the 
management  of  Confidential  Reports, 
Inc.  and  representatives  of  Screen 
Office  and  Professional  Employes 
Guild,  Local  1,  UOPWA,  CIO,  it  was 
agreed  to  refer  the  election  of  the 
.atter  as  collective  bargaining  agency 
co  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  for  certification. 

SOPEG,  it  was  reported  last  night, 
is  planning  organizational  moves 
both  at  the  MPAA  and  the  Copyright 
Protection  Bureau. 


Northwestern  Theaters 
Plan  No  Scale  Slashes 


Minneapolis — Northwest  area  the- 
aters probably  will  not  follow  the 
lead  of  the  New  York  Paramount  in 
reducing  morning  admission  scales, 
according  to  Charles  Winchell,  vice- 
president  of  Minnesota  Amusement 
Co.  Winchell  pointed  out  that  prices 
in  the  area  have  been  maintained  on 
a  lower  level  than  average  through- 
out the  country,  and  thac  there  has 
been  no  demand  by  the  public  for 
lower  admissions.  ■ 


Sir  Harry  Greer  Dead 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Sir  Harry 
Greer,  71,  former  chairman  of  Baird 
Television  Ltd.,  died  at  his  home 
here  yesterday.  He  made  television 
famous — in  what  was  then  a  novel 
demonstration — in  1934  when  he  was 
televised  addressing  the  annual 
shareholders  meeting  from  a  dis- 
tance of  seven  miles. 


Clayton  Urges  End  of 
"Quantitative"  Restrictions 


Washington   Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Abolition  of  "quan- 
titative" restrictions,  such  as  quotas 
and  licensing  systems,  are  of  "cru- 
cial importance"  for  the  development 
of  the  United  States  and  world  trade, 
Under-Secretary  of  State  Will  Clay- 
ton yesterday  told  the  Senate  Fi- 
nance Committee. 
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AAA  Revamp  Makes  it 
Part  of  Authors'  League 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  I  HE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — The  new  version  of  the 
American  Authors'  Authority  plan, 
while  retaining  essential  objectives 
of  original  proposal,  incluoes  im- 
portant modifications  designed  to 
meet  more  valid  objections  aroused 
oy  first  prospectus  as  outlined  by 
novelist  James  M.  Cain. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  set  up  AAA 
as  a  non-profit  corporation  to  admin- 
ister an  over-all  leasing  program, 
and  to  make  AAA  an  integral  pari 
of  Authors'  League  of  America. 

Suggestion  of  coercive  measures  to 
gain  membership  or  copyright  con- 
trol has  been  expressly  excluded 
from  proposal.  Specific  mandates 
make  ic  impossible  for  Authority  to 
aiscrimmaie  against  any  piece  of 
literary  material  by  reason  of  its  con- 
tent or  because  of  racial,  political  or 
religious  affiliation  of  its  author, 
owner  or  agent. 


25%  of  Profit  in  Bonuses 
To  FWC,  Nat'l  Employes 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  1  HE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Launching  fifth  an- 
nual showmanship  campaign  here  on 
Wednesday,  Charles  P.  Skouras  told 
assembled  theater  personnel,  home 
office  executives  and  partners  that, 
under  its  profit-sharing  program, 
National  Theaters  and  FWC  em- 
ployes have  received  bonuses  equal 
to  25  per  cent  of  final  net  profits 
during  the  last  five  years. 

Skouras  conducted  a  similar  meet- 
ing in  San  Francisco  yesterday  with 
the  Northern  California  division.  He 
leaves  next  week  for  a  complete 
swing  around  circuit,  launching 
showmanship  campaign  in  each  di- 
vision. 


Robert  Orr  &  Assoc.  Will 
Handle  SRO  Advertising 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Paul  McNamara,  na- 
tional director  of  advertising  and 
publicity  for  Vanguard  and  Selznick 
Releasing  Organization,  announces 
appointment  of  Robert  W.  Orr  and 
Associates,  Inc.,  as  advertising  coun- 
sel for  SRO. 

Bob  Orr  is  opening  a  Coast  office 
in  Beverly  Hills  with  Richard  Diggs 
in  charge  to  handle  local  service  for 
the  Selznick  office  as  well  as  West 
Coast  radio  activities  of  their  other 
clients. 


AFP  Unit  in  Europe 

To  Serve  U.  S.  Producers 


COmiIKi  and  going 


American  Film  Producers  has  set 
un  a  permanent  motion  picture  unit 
in  Europe  to  supply  35  and  16  mm. 
coverage  for  U.  S.  product  every- 
where on  the  continent,  Robert  Gross, 
executive  producer,  announced.  Unit 
is  in  charge  of  Frank  Morang,  form- 
erly of  the  M-G-M  office,  who  has  had 
many  years  of  experience  in  the 
European  field. 

Morang  will  headquarter  in  Paris 
but  will  also  supervise  branch  offi- 
ces   in   Brussels    and    Rome. 


LEN  S.  GRUENBERG,  captain  of  the  1947 
Ned  Depinet  Drive  arrives  in  Pittsburgh  Mon- 
day on  tne  last  lap  of  his  second  nation-wide 
rour  of  RKO  Radio  exchanges.  He  will  proceed 
ro  Washington,   Philadelphia  and   New  York. 

ED  HINCHY,  head  of  Warners'  playdate  de- 
partment, is  accompanying  Ben  Kaimenson, 
/.-p.  and  general  sales  rrunager,  on  «  trip 
ro  Philadelpnia,  Washington  and  Pit  x?  ah. 
I  hey  return   to   New   York  on  Monday,  if" 

LOUIS  J.  KAUFMAN,  Warner  Theaters'  ex- 
ecutive, left  yesterday  for  Cleveland  and  Pitts- 
burgh, returning  to  New  York  tne  first  of  the 
week. 

SILAS  F.  SEADLER,  M-G-M  adv.  manager, 
.ett  tor  the  Coast  yesterday  by  plane  tor  his 
annual   visit  to   the   company's   studio. 

BEN  GOETZ,  head  of  M-G-M  production 
in  England,  is  due  from  the  Coast  April  4  en 
route   to   London. 

HERBERT  BIBERMAN,  associate  producer  of 
Jules  Levey's  "New  Orleans,"  a  UA  release, 
..tarts   back   to   Hollywood   tomorrow. 

ANN  TODD  sails  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Eliza- 
beth tomorrow  on  her  way  back  to  England  to 
appear  in  the  Hal  Wallis-faramount  film, 
•for  Her  to  See." 

ARNOLD  PRESSBURGER,  director  -  producer, 
arrives  today  on  tne  S.S.  Queen  Elizabetn  arter 
a  tour  of  England,  France,  Italy  and  Belgium. 

MAURICE  MAURER,  manager  of  the  Astor 
and  Victoria  Theaters,  left  tor  Chicago  last 
.ught  to  confab  with  Harold  J.  Minsch.  Maurer 
returns  to  New  York,  Monday. 

REUBEN  ROSENBERG  and  LEO  SAMUELS,  of 
.*KO,  arrive  today  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth. 

NORMAN  ELSON,  vee-pee  of  Trans-Lux,  leaves 
(or  Mexico  City  tomorrow  to  attend  tne  open- 
ing   there    of    the    Prado   Theater    on   Mar.    27. 

LEO  PILLOT,  Columbia's  special  events  man. 
left  yesterday  for  Ricnmond  to  preem  'Guilt  of 
janet  Ames."   He  will   stay  there    one  week. 

NORTON  V.  RITCHEY,  president  of  Mono- 
gram-lnt'l,  leaves  today  for  Chicago  where  he 
will  attend  a  Board  of  Directors'  meet.ng  of 
Monogram  Pictures  Corp.  tomorrow.  He  re- 
turns to   New  York  Monday. 

FRANK  LAUNDER,  producer  of  Eagle-Lion's 
"The  Adventuress,"  left  yesterday  tor  Hol.y- 
wood,  via  Chicago  where  he  will  hold  a  press 
conference. 

ALICE  FAYE  is  scheduled  to  arrive  on  May  1. 

MRS.  STELLA  POULNOT,  formerly  head  of 
Republic's  accounting  department  in  Atlanta, 
has    returned    there    rrom    Mannheim,    Germany. 

ANN  MAYO,  head  of  the  accounting  de- 
partment Monogram  Southern  exchanges,  is 
spending  a  vacation  in  New  Orleans. 

TAYLOR  CALDWELL,  author  of  "This  Side  of 
Innocence,"  sails  for  a  three-month  look-see 
at  Europe  tomorrow,  on  the  l.ner  S.S.  Queen 
Elizabeth.  Story  Productions  will  get  "inno- 
cence"  rolling  before   the  cameras  about  May. 

HOWARD  DaSILVA  will  leave  Hollywood  for 
New  York  by  plane  tonight  to  appear  at  a 
Spanish  Refugee  Show  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel   on  Tuesday. 

HARVEY  DAY.  SR.,  Eastern  rep.  for  Jules 
Levey,  will  return  to  New  York  from  New  Or- 
leans early  next  week. 

JOSE  ITURBI  returns  to  Hollywood  today 
from  Santiago,  Cuba,  the  first  lap  of  his 
Latin-American   concert   tour. 

SIR  AUBREY  SMITH  and  LADY  SMITH  sail 
on    the   S.S.   Queen    Elizabeth    tomorrow. 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  M-G-M  star,  is  due  back 
from  Europe  April  3. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  Eagle-Lion  publicity  di- 
rector,  is   in   Chicago   for  "Bedelia"   premiere. 

JULIUS  EDINSON,  Minneapolis  exchange 
manager,  Chicago  visitor. 

CHARLES  CHAPLIN  leaves  Hollywood  to- 
morrow for  New  York. 

A.  J.  PALMER,  General  Precision  Equip- 
ment Co.  vee-pee,  in  Chicago  for  business 
huddles. 


WANTED  — 

BOOKKEEPER  WITH  MOTION 
PICTURE  EXPERIENCE 

BELL    PICTURES    CORP. 
630    NINTH    AVE.,    N.    Y.    C 


:riday,  March  21,  1947 


3* 


DAILY 


iranrit  After  Broiler 
le-issue  Franchise 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

nked  today,  it  was  confirmed  yester- 
lay. 

Brandt  and  the  Broder  interests 
pom.  91ed  on  Wednesday,  and  finish- 
ing'.  jches  to  the  franchise  agree- 
ment were  reported  being  made  yes- 
terday. Brandt,  it  is  understood,  will 
get  exclusive  rights  to  the  40  pix  in 
the  met.  area. 

Paul  Broder,  president  of  the  new 
Te-issue  distributing  company  and 
iDetroit  circuit  operator,  said  yester- 
day that  National  Screen  Service 
[trailers  are  being  prepared  for  the 
early  re-issue  of  eight  of  the  40, 
Octet  embraces  '"Buckskin  Fron- 
tier," "The  Kansan/'  "You  Only  Live 
;Once,"  "History  Is  Made  At  Night," 
"Stand  In,"  "House  Across  the  Bay," 
"Long  Voyage  Home"  and  "Sun- 
down." 

Broder  and  Harold  Sandelman,  of 
the  Broder  Theaters,  temporarily 
headquartering  at  220  Fiftn  Ave., 
have  placed  in  preparation  all  litho- 
graphs, lobbies,  etc.,  to  meet  early 
release  dates,  it  was  learned. 

While  the  Broders  have  acquired 
10-year  re-issue  rights  for  the  rest 
of  the  U.  S.  and  Canada  to  the  40 
pix,  r.ghts  to  tne  same  pix  were  pur- 
chaseo.  on  Feb.  11  by  Tower  Piccures 
Co.  of  Dallas,  headed  by  Harold 
Scnwarz,  for  Texas,  Oklahoma  and 
Arkansas,  and  for  the  Griffith  and 
Interstate  houses  in  New  Mexico. 
Tower  is  already  releas.ng  the  films 
in  that  territory,  which  ic  controls  on 
its  own. 


Girosi  Takes  Over  Golden 
Theater  for  Italian  Pix 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
pany,   Supercinema   Corp.,   have  re- 
taken the  Golden  Theater. 

Since  clause  in  UA's  lease  with  the 
Girosis  specifies  that  UA  can  renew 
lease  if  J.  Arthur  Rank  pictures  are 
shown  at  the  Golden,  anj  since  UA 
has  no  Rank  product  available,  the 
Girosis  decided  to  use  the  Golden  for 
the  showing  of  "Barber  of  Seville," 
which  opens  May  4. 

Excelsior  Pictures,  distributors  of 
"Barber"  gave  the  opera-on-film  a 
new  twist  by  getting  Deems  Taylor 
to  do  entr'acte  commentary  of  the 
Italian  song-drama. 


J^>end    to  i  r  t  hda  u 
Ljreetlngi    Jo 

Mar.  21 
Virginia  Weidler        Minna    Srieglirz 
Edward  Conjager        Sidney   Franklin 

Mar.  22 
Henry   Hobart         Joseph  Schildkraut 


Bernice  Claire 
Virginia  Grey 
Saul   Frifield 


Carmelita   Geraghty 

Chico   Marx 

Ralph  W.  Budd 


Mar.  23 

Winfield  Andrus  Joan  Crawford 

Amy   Sinclair  Ann  Weiss 


mM  PHIL  M.  DALY 


Alt/  9Tis  Spring!  I  ! 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Don't  be  surprised  if  PRC  also  affiliates 
with  Confidential  Reports.  ...  •  When  Anabella  sailed  for  Paris  this 
week,  she  took  with  her  the  script  for  the  first  proposed  "existentialist" 
movie  to  be  made  in  Paris  this  Spring .....  It's  tentatively  titled.  "The 
Evening  of  Myself"  and  is  adopted  from  a  novel  by  Simone  D.  Beauvoir 
Radio  C'.nema  will  produce.  .  .  .  •'Didja  know  the  State  De- 
partment has  asked  for  and  received  permission  to  use  Cameron  Shipp's 
story  on  George  Sidney  in  Coronet  Magazine  on  short  wave  broadcasts 
to  foreign  nations?.  ...  •  Siritsky  International  is  hosting  a  cocktail 
party  and  press  conference  at  the  Savoy  Plaza  this  afternoon  for  Tino 
Rossi,  French  musical  stage  star  who  will  inaugurate  a  new  stage  show 

policy  at  Siritsky 's  Ambassador  Theater Rossi  has  just  completed 

the  French  film.  "The  Unknown  Singer.".  .  .  •  When,  "The  Farmer's 
Daughter"  starts  at  the  Rivoli  next  Tuesday.  RKO  will  have  four  pix 

on   Broadway A   filth,    "Tarzan  and   the   Huntress,"    will   be    the 

Gotham's  Easter  attraction.  ...  •  Monty  Shaff,  who  will  produce  Col. 
Jim  Corbett's  best-seiler,  "Man  Eaters  of  Kumaon,"  independently  for 
Universal  Int'l  release,  is  due  in  New  York  today  to  clear  up  final  pre- 
production   details Shaff    also    will   go    to    Washington   to    confer 

with  the  Indian  ambassador  regarding  a  Summer  location  trip  to  India. 

•  23th  Century  Sporting  Club  p'ans  to  make  a  series  of  shorts  on  box- 
ing in  a  move  to  combat  an  unfavorable  press  o'  late.  ...  •  Ann 
Todd  will  exchange  pleasantries  with  the  industry  pressmen  at  the 
St.  Rsgis  this  noon 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •  e  "SHOULD  AULD  ACQUAINTANCE.  ETC:  When  Maurice 
A.  Bergman.  Universal-Int'l's  Eastern  ad-publicity  director,  met  Fred 
L.  Lynch,  ad-publicity  director  of  the  Radio  City  Music  Hall  the  other 
evening  at  the  reception  given  by  Gus  S.  Eyssell,  for  Claudette  Coibart 
co-starred  with  Fred  MacMurray  in  U-I's  "The  Egg   and  L"   Bergman 

quipped,  "Hello,  Fred,  I  haven't  seen  you  since   'Saboteur'" The 

inlal  ible  records  kept  by  Russell  V.  Downing,  Music  Hall  vice-president 
and  treasurer,  show  that  "Saboteur,"  which  played  the  Music  Hall  in 
the  Spring  of  1942,  was  the  last  "U"  pic  to  be  booked  in  before  "The 
Egg  and  I,"  which  follows  the  current  tenant,  "The  Late  George  Apley" 

And  after  an  absence  of  representation  for  five  solid  years,  U-I's 

J.  Arthur  Rank  production.  "Great  Expectations."  will  follow  "The  Egg." 

*  V  ▼ 

•  •  •  THIS  'N'  THAT:  Enterprise  will  use  12  of  General  Electric's 
new  development  opinion  meters  to  check  audience  reaction  at  the 
forthcoming  preview  of  "Arch  of  Triumph"  and  'The  Other  Love.".  .  . 

•  This  happened  Wednesday  night  a  minute  after  the  Parker  Pen 
Information  Please  quiz  show  got  under  way  with  Yehudi  Menuhin  and 

his  sister,  Hepzibah  as   guest  experts Question   gimmick  was   to 

identify   vitamins    via    musical    selections First    item    played    was 

"Hymn  to  the  Sun"  from  Rimsky-Korsakoff's  "Le  Coq  D'Or."  the  Golden 

Cockerel Somebody's    face    reddened   immediately    and    it    wou!d 

have  been  seen  if  color  television  was  in  use Mr.  Menuhin  piped 

up:  "Tes'.osterone,  glandular  extract  ...  The  Golden  Cockerel  .  .  ." 
Miss  Menuhin  came  to  the  assemblage's  rescue  by  identifying  the  selec- 
tion with  Sunshine  Vitamin  D.  .  .  .     •  TESMA  is  now  a  corporation.  .  . 

•  Air  France,  effective  April  1.  will  charge  $345  for  a  trip  from  New 

York  to  London,  via  Pari3 New  tariff  is  the  same  as  the  fare  to 

Paris Round  trip   will  be   $622.70,  ...     •  Don't  take  seriously 

that  report  that  Liberty  Films  may  be  absorbed  by  Metro  via  a  stock 
exchange,  with  Leo  taking  over  the  employment  contracts  of  Wyler. 
Capra,  Stevens  and  Briskin.  ...  •  National  Laugh  Week's  "official" 
pic  will  be  "The  Sin  of  Harold  Diddlebock" 

▼  ▼  * 


"Big  Five"  Will  Ask 
Slay  of  Arbitration 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
held  before  Justice  Stanley  Reed  on 
Thursday,   March   27. 

One  attorney  said  yesterday  that 
the  majors  were  not  opposing  re- 
quests by  UA,  Columbia  and  Uni- 
versal for  a  stay  of  the  decree's  com- 
petitive bidding  provisions  at  this 
time,  but  would  wait  until  the  hear- 
ing before  making  a  final  decision 
on  this  point. 


Estimate  20th-Fox  Net 
For  '46  at  $22,600,000 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
standing  for  the  1945  period 
amounted  to  2,119,709  shares.  Earn- 
ings in  1945  were  equal  to  $5.29  per 
share.  Above  figures  are  applicable 
after  deduction  of  dividends  on  prior 
preferred  and  convertible  preferred 
stock. 

The  company's  gross  income  be- 
fore taxes  from  sales,  rentals  and 
theater  receipts  for  1946  was  given 
as  $190,300,000,  compared  with  $178,- 
211,889  for  the  previous  year. 


Michigan  City's  Liberty 
Anti-Trust  Suit  Settled 


Chicago  —  Myles  Seeley,  attorney 
for  film  companies  in  the  Liberty 
Theater,  Michigan  City,  Ind.  anti- 
trust case  and  Seymour  Simon,  at- 
torney for  Lewis  Philon,  theater 
owner,  announced  yesterday  settle- 
ment of  the  case  and  they  wul  secure 
withdrawal  from  Judge  Michael  Igoe. 


"U"  Officers  Re-elected; 
50c  Common  Div.  Declared 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

quarterly  dividend  of  50  cents  per 
share  on  common  stock,  payable 
April  30  to  holders  of  record  on 
April  15. 


Rep.  Drops  Autry  Suit; 
Star  Will  Make  Two 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ident,  said  in  announcing  that  litiga- 
tion over  the  pact  with  Autry  had 
been  dropped. 

Yates  also  revealed  that  Republic's 
three-color  Trucolor  process  will  be 
in  use  starting  this  Fall. 


What's  in  a  Title! 

Detroit  —  One  customer  at  UDT's 
Palms-State  Theater  really  went  all- 
out  for  the  title — and  theme — of 
"It's  A  Wonderful  Life."  After  sit- 
ting through  two  showings  of  the 
picture,  he  came  to  Manager  Rufus 
Shepherd  and  confessed  he'd  been 
dissuaded  from  shooting  himself — 
and  dropped  a  loaded  revolver  in 
Shepherd's  hands  to  prove  it  be- 
fore he  left. 


DAILY 
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Films  Are  Not  Hit  in  12  Adjourned  Legislature: 


Pix  Lost  in  New  York  Tax 
Fight  But  Has  Staved  Off 
State  Censorship  So  Far 


Washington   T.ireau  of   '1  HE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Legislatures  of  12 
states  have  adjourned  without  pass- 
ing tax  and  other  restrictive  bills 
aimed  at  the  motion  picture  indus- 
try, a  Film  Daily  survey  revealed 
yesterday.  Unless  special  sessions 
are  called,  these  legislatures  will 
not  meet  for  another  two  vears.  In 
each  of  these  states,  the  industry, 
organized  on  a  local  basis,  has  fought 
successfully  against  approval  of  any 
tax  or  censorship  bills  aimed  at  mo- 
tion pictures. 

These  states  include  Arkansas, 
Idaho,  Indiana,  Montana,  New  Mex- 
ico, North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Tennessee,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyom- 
ing and  West  Virginia.  Only  in  New 
York  among  the  states  whose  legis- 
lative bodies  have  adjourned,  was  re- 
strictive legislation  approved. 

The  total  picture,  however,  re- 
mains a  gloomy  one  and  the  industry 
has  girded  itself  for  one  of  its 
toughest  battles.  Tax  and  other 
moves  aimed  at  the  industry  have 
been  reported  from  all  over  the 
nation. 

Legislatures  expected  to  adjourn 
within  a  month  are  those  in  Arizona, 
Delaware,  Georgia,  Nevada,  North 
Carolina,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Rhode 
Island  and  South  Carolina.  Industry 
forces  are  concentrating  on  these 
states  in  an  effort  to  stave  off  re- 
strictive legislation  before  adjourn- 
ment. 

Of  44  state  legislatures  which  met 
or  are  meeting  this  year,  however,  a 
total  of  16  now  in  session  have  no 
time  limit  and  there  is  a  continuing 
threat  that  tax  or  other  legislation 
may  be  passed.  These  states  are 
viewed  as  danger  spots.  This  group 
includes  California,  Colorado,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Nebraska,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  Jersey,  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Vermont  and  Wisconsin. 

Censorship  bills  were  introduced  in 
10  states.  In  two  of  them,  West  Vir- 
ginia and  Indiana,  such  bills  already 
have  been  defeated.  Enabling  tax 
measures  similar  to  the  one  passed 
in  New  York  have  been  defeated  in 
South  Dakota  and  Arkansas. 

Legislatures  of  four  states  will 
meet  next  year.  This  group  includes 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
Virginia. 

Because  of  opposition  to  "outside 
interests"  expressed  in  all  sections 
of   the    country,    the    industry   fight 


STORK  REPORTS 


Nat  Weinreb,  of  the  20th-Fox 
story  department,  is  father  of  a  son, 
born  March  14,  to  Mrs.  Weinreb  at 
Beth  Israel  Hospital.  Weight:  six 
pounds. 


A  Good  Mob  Well  Done 

...by  the  Eastern  PIC 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

embracing  Howard  Dietz,  Mort  Blumensrock  and  Glen  Allvine  to  present  the  industry's 
viewpoint  to  Governor  Dewey.  The  Committee  on  its  mission  had  the  support  of  the 
MPAAs  Sidney  Schreiber,  Jack  Bryson  and  Gordon  White,  and  of  Warners'  Stanleigr. 
Friedman,  the  industry  brief  being  drafted  by  Schreiber  and  Friedman. 

At  Albany,  the  industry  delegation  saw  both  the  Governor  and  his  counsel,  Charles 
Breitel,  and  urged  that  the  measure  be  vetoed. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  state  administration  realized  not  only  the  menace  contained  in 
the  bill  but  its  unpopularity.  It  is  obvious,  too,  that  the  administration  was  caught  be- 
tween the  devil  and  the  deep  blue  sea,  in  view  of  the  measure's  genesis,  and  to  avoio 
the  implications  of  a  veto  resorted  to  the  rather  unusual  device  of  kil.ing  it  by  the 
amendment  route. 

The  methcd  employed  to  give  the  coup  de  grace,  of  course,  is  secondary.  What  really 
matters  is  that  the  measure  was  killed,  and  for  accomplishing  that,  the  PIC  and  it. 
allies  rate  the  industry's  thanks  in  generous  measure. 

o 

If  the  bill's  defeat  demonstrates  what  can  be  accomplished  by  intelligent  public  rela- 
"  tions,  the  incident  also  points  up  the  necessity  for  better  liaison  between  the  in- 
dustry and  the  State  Capitol.  From  the  record,  it  is  clear  that  there  was  no  such  ef 
fective  liaison.  Not  a  voice  was  raised  in  either  Senate  or  Assembly  against  the  bill.  Not 
a  single  Nay  vote  was  cast  in  either  house. 

And  yet  the  menace  inherent  in  the  provisions  of  the  measure  were  easily  discernible 
They  were  indicated  in  the  headline  of  a  FILM  DAILY  Albany  dispatch  Jan.  22  whic 
reported  on  the  introduction  of  tha  bill.  They  were  underscored  in  these  words  in  Phil 
M.  Daly's  Along  the  Rialto  column  the  same  day: 

"Lofty  as  may  be  the  motives  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Board  of  Regents  in  calling  for  new 
legislation  which  would  authorize  the  revocation  of  licenses  of  films  advertised  in  news- 
papers and  magazines  in  suggestive  fashion,  there's  grave  danger  in  such  a  law.  It 
would,  in  effect,  establish  a  state  censorship  of  advertising.  It  could  punish  a  dis- 
tributor for  a  breach  committed  by  a  theater." 

The  hoss  thief  all  but  got  away  with  Dobbin,  and  in  that  there  would  seem  to 
be  a  tesson  if  not  a  moral. 


Chatham  Resigns  as  Flack 
Dir.  for  Griffith  Circuit 


Oklahoma  City  —  Sudden  resigna- 
tion of  L.  A.  Chatham  as  public  re- 
lations director  for  the  Griffith  Cir- 
cuit highlighted  annual  meeting  of 
partners  and  managers,  which  closed 
here  yesterday.  Chatham  announced 
his  resignation  in  a  letter  received  by 
circuit  leaders  after  parley  was 
under  way.  He  gave  no  reason  for 
action,  saying  he  would  take  a  rest 
at  his  Tulsa  home  for  several  weeks. 

The  meeting  closed  last  night  with 
a  dinner-dance  for  delegates  and 
wives.  Business  sessions  featured 
talks  by  H.  J.  Griffith,  brother  of 
circuit  president  L.  C.  Griffith;  ex- 
ecutive vice-president  Henry  Griffing; 
C.  F.  Motley,  manager  of  opera- 
tions; vice-president  Harry  Lowen- 
stein  of  Ardmore,  Okla.,  and  Charles 
Guthrie  and  C.  B.  Akers,  home  office 
executives. 

L.  C.  Griffith  was  reported  slowly 
improving  from  a  paralytic  stroke  at 
home  in  San  Antonio. 

against  restrictive  legislation  has 
been  organized  on  a  local  basis.  With 
few  exceptions,  this  policy  has  paid 
off.  Tough  battles,  however,  are  still 
on  tap. 


Child  Actor  BUI  to  Gov. 

Albany — The  Finch  child  actor  bill, 
to  prohibit  employment  of  children 
under  16  years  of  age  in  various 
kinds  of  theatrical  performances,  un- 
less education  board  or  officials  de- 
cide such  performance  is  not  harm- 
ful, is  now  before  Governor  Dewey 


State  Dept.  Investigates 
Swedish  Film  Ban  Report 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — State  Department  is 
investigating  reports  that  the  Swed- 
ish Board  of  Trade  contemplates  a 
temporary  ban  on  issuance  of  import 
licenses  for  American  films,  officials 
said  yesterday.  Department  spokes- 
men stressed,  however,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  received  no  word  from 
the  American  Embassy  that  the 
Swedish  government  contemplates 
such  a  move.  The  investigation  was 
based  on  press  and  MPAA  reports 
from  Stockholm. 

Meanwhile,  the  State  Department 
officially  exploded  rumors  that  Brit- 
ain will  trim  the  number  of  U.  S. 
films  imported  because  of  the  short- 
age of  dollar  exchange.  The  reports, 
published  in  two  London  newspapers, 
were  traced  to  an  article  in  the  New 
York  Times.  The  State  Department 
said  the  report  was  "without  founda- 
tion in  fact." 


Stockholm  (By  Cable)— At  the  in- 
vitation of  the  Swedish  government, 
U.  S.  distribs.  operating  here  have 
designated  a  committee  of  three  to 
confer  with  government  officials  on 
a  future  import  policy. 


Tom  Loy  To  IATSE 

Tom  Loy,  member  of  the  editorial 
staff  of  Motion  Picture  Daily,  will 
shortly  join  the  New  York  office  of 
the  IATSE  in  an  editorial  and  pub- 
licity capacity. 


M-G-M  Rentals  Not 
Higher  With  Bids 

(Continued  from  Page  1  n(^" 
of    the    industry    anti-trust    decre 
which  enjoins  the  distributor-defenc 
ants  from  arbitrarily  refusing  an  ex 
hibitor's  demand  for  a  license. 
The   Loew   sales   head   stated 
that  in   early   tests   of   auction 
selling,  company  revenues  were 
not    significantly     higher     than 
they  were  under  the  old  system 
of  selling.   One  reason  for  this, 
he  pointed  out,  is  that  the  com- 
pany's minimum  figure  is  being 
set  at  a  "reasonable  level"  and 
the  various  bids  submitted  have 
been  within  a  narrow  range. 
Queried  as  to  box  office  returns  h  I 
general,   Rodgers   said   that   report; 
from    exhibitors    in    various    area:  j 
seem   to   indicate   that   grosses   ar<  I 
jff  from  last  year,  but  that  Metre 
billings    have    been    slightly   highei 
than  a  year  ago. 

Rodgers  denied  that  Metro's! 
sconomy  drive  had  extended  to  the 
sales  organization  to  the  point  oJ 
dropping  personnel.  He  said  that  it 
was  true  that  his  sales  staff  was 
somewhat  overmanned  and  that  a 
mild  reorganization  was  in  progress. 
Overstaffing  stems  from  the  large 
number  of  extra  salesmen  added 
when  group  selling  first  went  into 
effect,  plus  the  absorption  of  return- 
ing veterans  who  are  entitled  to 
cheir  former  positions.  Rodgers  said 
chat  some  had  been  offered  assign- 
ments to  other  jebs  within  the  or-i 
ganization. 


Century  Continues  Visual 
Plan  With  Another  Show 


With  the  screening  of  Warners 
"The  Prince  and  the  Pauper"  today 
at  the  Rialto  Theater,  Brooklyn,  Cen- 
tury Theaters'  visual  educacion  ex-1 
periment  with  the  N.  Y.  Board  of 
Education  goes  into  its  second  phase, 
according  to  Fred  J.  Schwartz,  vice- 
president. 

More  than  1,000  grade  school  stu- 
dents, escorted  by  their  teachers,  are 
scheduled  to  attend  the  showing 
which  is  intended  to  complement  reg- 
ular classroom  literature  studies. 
Two  more  shows,  in  May  and  June, 
will  complete  the  experiment  and  the 
Board  will  then  decide  whether  it  has 
proved  of  enough  value  to  be  con- 
tinued and  enlarged. 


SICK  LIST 


M.  M.  GOTTLIEB,  Universal  district  man- 
ager, is  ill  at  home. 

ELAINE  RASSOT,  inspectress  at  the  Co- 
lumbia Minneapolis  exchange,  is  recovering 
from  a  recent  operation. 
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torn,  to  Mull  Industry 
?ix  Series  By  H'wood 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Monday   for   the   East,   but   denied 
jLyle  Wilson,  head  of  United  Press, 
jSVasv:ngton  Bureau,  who  has   been 
oiei^  9 lied,  would  be  appointed. 

Jo-rrnston  said  Joseph  Breen's  Pro- 
duction Code  Administration  office 
will  have  advisors  available  to  in- 
form producers  of  what  subjects  are 
offensive  to  foreign  countries,  while 
there  is  a  board  of  experts  in  New 
York  to  advise  export  managers  on 
what  pictures  are  objectionable  to 
certain  countries. 

Johnston  said  he  has  been  urging 
iless  drinking  in  pictures  and  pointed 
put  that  rural  America  is  dry.  He 
is  also  urging  an  improvement  in 
moral  tone  of  pictures. 

MPAA  prexy  said  he  believed 
regular  attendance  at  movie 
houses  will  be  materially  in- 
creased when  theater  shortage 
i  is  remedied.  He  said  that  prob- 
ably more  than  5,000  new  the- 
aters are  needed  in  United 
States. 


Strong  Radio  Boost  Set 
For  Re-Issue  of  "ARB" 

Concentrated  radio  exploitation  for 
,re-issue  of  "Alexander's  Ragtime 
'Band"  will  lead  off  on  April  7  with 
the  Lux  Radio  Theater  show  on  CBS 
presenting  a  version  of  the  film.  Cast 
will  include  Tyrone  Power  and  Alice 
Faye.  Following  day  the  Bob  Hope 
show  will  offer  Al  Jolson  on  a  special 
program  dedicated  to  the  pic.  Bing 
Crosby  will  plug  the  film  April  9, 
offering  28  Berlin  tunes  featured  in 
the  production.  Same  night  "Duffy's 
Tavern"  will  have  Irving  Berlin  ap- 
pear as  special  guest  with  script 
centering  about  ARB  theme.  On 
April  10  Eddie  Cantor  will  have  as 
guest  Cornel  Wilde  and  place  em- 
phasis on  new  release  of  ARB.  The 
Victor  Borge-Benny  Goodman  show 
April  14  will  have  Irving  Berlin  as 
guest.  Publicity  campaign  for  ARB 
is  also  being  given  equally  strong 
Jpress  campaign. 


Donald  Waldron  Dead 

Farmington,  N.  H. — Donald  Hall 
Waldron,  61,  a  pioneer  exhibitor,  is 
dead.  He  owned  the  old  Strand  for 
many  years. 


Last  Week  for  "All  Rome" 

Italian  -  made  "Before  Him  All 
Rome  Trembled,"  enters  its  fifth  and 
final  week  at  the  Republic  today. 


UEDDinG  BELLS 


Rittenberg-Peterson 
Detroit — John  Peterson,  assistant 
manager  of  the  Madison  Theater, 
and  Juanita  Rittenberg,  Fox  Theater 
concession  executive,  were  married 
irecently. 


Little  Headlines: 


SAMUEL  GOLDWYN  will  review  the  film's  past  30  years  in  an  address  tomorrow 
morning  over  me  American  broadcasting  Co.  national  network,  boiawyn,  speaking  trom 
tioiiywo&d,  will  be  on  tne  "Our   town  ipeaks "  program. 

• 

MARCEL  HELLMAN  plans  to  use  20th-rox's  American  stars  in  the  casting  of  pro- 
ductions to  be  made  tor  tne  company  in  kngiand,  he  said  on  his  arrival  in  noiiywood 
ror  conterences  with  Darryl  F.  Zanuck.  Heliman  may  aiso  take  back  a  director  when  he 
returns   to   britain. 

• 

A  LEADING  PART  in  studies  of  the  motion  picture  industry  in  relation  to  the  edu- 
cational, scientific  and  cultural  problems  ot  tne  world,  will  be  assumed  by  Donald  M. 
Nelson  at  a  national  conterence  ot  the  United  Nations  Educational,  scientific  and  Cul- 
tural Organization,  at  Philadelphia  next  Wednesday  and  inursday.  Neison,  a  member 
ot  the  commission,  represents  tne  Society  ot  Independent  Motion  ficture  Producers. 

• 

CAMERA  WORK  on  Sir  Alexander  Korda's  production  of  "Anna  Karenina"  will  be 
started  in  London  on  April  25.  Sir  Ralph  Richardson  is  to  play  opposite  Vivien  Leigh  in 
the  film. 

• 

TELEVISION  RIGHTS  to  Soviet  newsreels  and  special  feature  subjects  have  been 
granted  to  National  Broadcasting  Co.  by  the  Russian  government,  John  F.  Royal,  NBC 
president,  revealed.  Network  has  agreed  to  purchase  2u  two-reel  films  for  use  by  te.e- 
•  ision  stations  in  New  York,  Washington,  Philadelphia  and  Schenectady. 

• 

RICHARD  GRIFFITH,  National  Board  of  Review  executive  director,  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  New  York  Film  Council.  Alfred  Rosenberg  was  named  vice-president, 
while  Emily  Jones  is  executive  secretary,  and  William  Rodgers,  treasurer. 


feature  Releases 
folal  Rises  to  467 


Features  released  in  1946  totaled 
467,  including  378  U.  S.-made  fimi3 
and  89  imports,  according  to  a  sur- 
vey made  for  the  1947  Film  Daily 
Year  Book,  which  was  published 
yesterday.  Figure  compares  with  377 
for  1945. 

Major  companies  made  252  fea- 
tures available  during  the  calendar 
year,  while  indies  released  215.  Of 
che  American-made  films,  239  were 
produced  by  the  eight  majors,  139 
by  independent  companies.  Seventy- 
six  of  the  imported  features  were 
handled  by  indies  and  13  by  majors 

Releases  reported  by  the  majors 
were:  Columbia,  51;  M-G-M,  25;  Par- 
amount, 22;  RKO,  40;  20th-Fox,  32; 
United  Artists,  20;  Universal,  42, 
and  Warners,  20. 

A  breakdown  of  imported  fea- 
tures released  shows  that  18  came 
from  England,  11  from  Russia,  two 
from  Switzerland,  six  from  France, 
three  irom  Italy,  34  from  Mexico, 
two  from  Argentina,  and  one  each 
from  Cuba,  Sweden  and  Hungary. 
Major  companies  released  11  British 
features,  one  Mexican  and  one  from 
Switzerland,  with  the  other  imports 
handled  in  this  country  by  indies. 

Ornato  Forms  Premier 
To  Make  Shorts  in  East 


Joseph  Ornato,  veteran  stage  and 
film  producer,  has  organized  the 
Premier  Pictures,  with  offices  at 
1607  Broadway,  and  will  produce 
16  mm.  and  35  mm.  shorts  for  tele- 
vision  and  the  commercial  market. 

Ornato  will  produce  in  the  East 
and  release  his  product  indepen- 
dently.    . 

Retaking  Dies  in  Sarasota 
.    Terre  Haute,  Ind.  —  Maurice  D. 
Reinkmg,  55,  owner  of  the  Swan  and 
Idaho  Theaters,  died  in  Sarasota,  Fla. 


Clark,  Bradley  Tops 
In  Para.  Sales  Drive 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Paramount's  34th  Year  sales  drive, 
Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president  in 
charge    of    distribution,    announced 
yesterday. 

Top  branch  manager  was  Gordon 
Bradley,  of  New  Orleans,  with  sec- 
ond prize  going  to  Herbert  Kauf- 
man of  Seattle,  and  third  to  Fred 
Lamed  of  Dallas. 

Leading  salesman  was  Samuel 
Lake,  of  New  York,  with  others 
among  the  top  ten  including:  Mau- 
rice Artigues,  New  Orleans;  Marion 
Anderson.  Kansas  City;  Edgar  Shinn, 
New  Orleans;  Max  Hadfield,  Seattle; 
Edward  Bell,  New  York;  Truman 
Hendrix,  Dallas;  Louis  Aurelio,  Chi- 
cago; Robert  Clark,  Los  Angeles,  and 
Harley  Davidson,  Washington. 

Top  among  the  bookers  of  over- 
the-counter  sales  was  Kitty  Flynn  of 
New  York,  with  Jerry  Horowitz  of 
the  same  exchange  second,  and  Edna 
Boyd,  St.  Louis,  third.  Leonard  Allen, 
New  Orleans,  won  first  prize  among 
field  representatives,  with  Robert 
Blair,  Seattle,  second. 

Special  prize  winners  among  per- 
sonnel of  the  three  leading  branches 
included: 

New  Orleans:  Shiloh  Otis,  Foster 
A-  Hotard,  Harold  S.  Wyckoff,  Irma 
Rogers,  Louis  S.  Dwyer  and  Jane 
McDonnell. 

Seattle:  Lawrence  Pulis,  John 
Kent,  Hannah  Trager,  Gordon  Wal- 
linger  and  David  Dunkle. 

Dallas:  H.  G.  Simmons,  Stanley 
Zimmerman,  Frank  Rule,  Paul  Chap- 
man, Walter  Wiens,  John  B.  Dau- 
meyer,  William  Sebe  Miller,  Thomas 
W.  Luce,  Jr.,  R.  B.  Parker,  Jr.,  Jack 
W.  Cole,  Claude  E.  Lindsey,  Margie 
A.  Seely,  W.  D.  Cowan  and  Louis  Fu- 
lenwider. 

Remaining  personnel  in  the  three 
branches  who  participated  in  the 
full  period  of  the  contest  will  re- 
ceive an  extra  week's  salary. 
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Revamps  Structure 


(Continued  from  Page   1) 

outlined  the  reorganization  of  the 
board:  "Membership  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Review  will  hence- 
forth consist  of  the  delegates  of  or- 
ganizations which  have  joined  the 
Board.  These  delegates  will  con- 
stitute a  new  body  formed  out  of  the 
present  General  Committee  and  ten- 
tatively called  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  National  Board  of  Re- 
view." 

Some  of  the  objectives  of  the  plan: 
to  transfer  control  of  the  NBR  to  the 
organizations,  represented  within  it, 
with  the  Board  of  Directors  elected 
by  the  Assembly  from  its  own  mem- 
bership ...  to  enable  participating 
organizations  to  make  Board  policv 
...  to  give  members  of  these,  organ- 
izations an  opportunity  to  participate 
directly  in  the  actual  work  of  the 
board,  etc. 

The  22  organizations  which  have 
accepted  the  Board's  invitation  to 
join  in  its  works,  Howe  said,  in 
elude:  American  Association  for 
Adult  Education,  American  Associa 
tion  of  University  Women,  American 
Bar  Association,  American  Federa- 
tion of  Arts,  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee, American  Library  Associa- 
tion, Association  of  American  Col- 
leges, Association  of  Better  Business 
Bureau,  Inc.,  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
Boys'  Clubs  of  America,  Camp  Fire 
Girls,  Inc.,  Co-operative  League  oi 
the  U.  S.  A.,  East  and  West  Associa- 
tion, General  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  National  Council  of  Women  ol 
the  U.  S.,  National  Council  on  Free- 
dom from  Censorship,  National  Fed- 
eration of  Business  and  Professional 
Women's  Clubs,  Inc.,  National  So- 
ciety D.  A.  R.,  Protestant  Film  Com- 
mission, Society  for  the  Americas, 
Young  Men's  and  Young  Women's 
Hebrew  Association,  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association. 

Delegates  from  the.  22  organiza 
tions  were  among  the  Conference 
audience  of  500,  which  also  repre- 
sented Motion  Picture  Councils  and 
other  community  groups  from 
throughout  the  country. 

Motion  Picture  Association  of 
America  was  lauded  by  the  Confer- 
ence in  a  special  resolution  for  the 
creation  last  year  of  the  Children's 
Film  Library. 


Josephson  to  Install 
Art  Films  in  Princess 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
recent  months  been  used  by  the  Ex- 
perimental Theater  as  a  laboratory 
for  new  ideas. 

Albert  Strauss,  the  real  estate 
broker  who  arranged  the  deal  with 
the  lessor,  Atlas  Holding  Co.,  told 
The  Film  Daily  that  Josephson  will 
probably  spend  about  $50,000  reno- 
vating the  Cinderella-like  Princess. 

Josephson  hopes  to  open  the  air- 
conditioned  theater  early  this  Sum- 
mer, specializing  in  the  showing  of 
art  and  foreign  films.  He  formerly 
operated  the  World  and  the  Belmont. 


Myers  Hits  Misuse  of  Bidding 

Claims  Distribs.  Aim  for  Higher  Rentals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


said  these  distributors  "have  ignored 
all  provisions  of  the  decree  designed 
co  safeguard  the  exhibitors." 

Myers  said  that  complaints  com- 
ing to  his  office  "indicate  that  the 
Jistributors  cannot  restrain  their 
cupidity  even  to  attain  a  highly  ad- 
vantageous long-term  objective." 

"To  the  theater-owning  distrib- 
utors," Myers  said,  "competitive 
oidding  for  films  is  a  welcome  sub- 
stitute for  theater  divorcement. 
Some  are  so  anxious  to  see  the  sys- 
tem established  that  they  are  putting 
it  into  effect  before  the  decree  be- 
comes effective. 

'  "One  might  suppose  they  would 
lean  over  backwards  to  make  com- 
petitive bidding  as  attractive  as  pos- 
sible— at  least  until  the  issue  of  com- 
petitive bidding  versus  divorcement 
is  settled." 

Commenting  on  the  provisions  of 
:he  decree  stating  that  in  their  offer 
.he  distribs.  "shall  state  the  sum  of  a 
Sat  rental  as  the  minimum  for  such 
license  for  a  specified  number  of 
Jays  of  exhibition,"  Myers  said: 

"We  have  yet  to  see  an  offer  which 
states  any  minimum  price,  whether 
in  terms  of  a  flat  rental  or  otherwise. 
vVe  don't  say  there  have  been  none; 
out  out  of  a  number  of  examples  no 
minimum  price  offer  has  come  to  our 
attention. 

Decree  Provisions  Miscarried 

"The  decree  further  provides  that 
;he  distributor's  offer  shall  include, 
in  addition  to  a  minimum  price  for  a 
stated  number  of  days,  the  time  when 
;he  exhibition  is  to  commence  and 
;he  availability  and  clearance,  if: 
any,  which  will  be  granted  for  each 
such  run."  We  have  yet  to  see  an 
jffer  which  contains  any  of  this  data. 
3n  the  other  hand,  the  form  used  by 
jne  distributor  calls  on  the  exhib- 
itor to  supply  not  only  the  informa- 
cion  specified  in  the  decree  but  also 
:ertain  additional  information — e.g., 
whether  the  picture  will  be  exhibited 
as  a  single  or  part  of  a  double  feature 
show. 

"The  decree  says  the  exhibitor 
shall  have  15  days  after  receipt  of 
;he  distributor's  notice  irt  which  to 
submit  his  bid.  One  example  com- 
ing to  our  attention  allowed  the  ex- 
hibitor only  11  days  after  the  date 
jf  the  notice,  which  actually 
amounted  to  nine  days  after  the  re- 
:eipt  thereof.  But  even  where  the 
time  allowed  by  the  original  notice 
has  been  15  days  or  more,  the  dis- 
cributor  has  withdrawn  all  or  a  part 
of  the  pictures  before  the  time  had 
elapsed  and  before  the  exhibitor,  act- 
ing with  due  diligence  could  ?et  in 
his  bid.  In  one  extreme  case  the  ex- 
hibitor was  first  invited  to  bid  on  11 
features.  Within  two  days  six  were 
withdrawn.  On  the  very  day  that 
the  exhibitor  mailed  his  bids  on  the 
remaining  five  the  distributor  mailed 
a  notice  withdrawing  two  more. 
Needless  to  say  the  exhibitor's  com- 
petitor was  a  large  circuit  which  is 
now  sitting  on  the  anxious  seat  in 
the  Supreme  Court. 

"In  another  case  an  independent 


exhibitor  who  offered  to  bid  against 
a  large  circuit  was  offered  a  split 
of  the  product  with  the  circuit  taking 
first  choice — and  this  by  a  distrib- 
utor which  has  announced  that  it 
has  voluntarily  put  competitive  bid- 
ding into  operation." 

Myers  also  charged  the  following: 

1.  The  system  is  being  used 
"primarily  to  stir  up  antagon- 
ism among  independent  exhib- 
itors with  a  view  to  securing  still 
higher  film  rentals." 

2.  The  distributors  are  ignor- 
ing all  provisions  written  into 
the  decree  for  the  protection  of 
the  exhibitors. 

3.  Where  the  competition  is 
between  an  independent  and  a 
large  circuit  the  independent 
either  will  not  be  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  bid  or  will  be 
granted  the  privilege  under  the 
most  discouraging  conditions. 

4.  Even  after  an  offer  has 
been  made  to  an  independent 
the  pictures  are  subject  to  be 
withdrawn  at  any  time  and 
licensed  to  the  circuit. 

"The  only  legitimate  purpose  of 
competitive  bidding,  and  the  purpose 
which  the  court  had  in  view,"  Myers 
said,  "was  to  end  situations  wnere 
preferred  runs  were  arbitrarily  with- 
held from  independent  exhibitors, 
who  were  qualified  and  justly  en- 
titled to  enjoy  or  at  least  share  those 
runs. 

"As  it  is  being  administered,  the 
system  cannot  possibly  accomplish 
tnat  purpose.  The  great  circuits  are 
being  protected  in  their  local  monop- 
olies and  the  only  competition  that 
is  being  stimulated  is  between  inde- 
pendent exhibitors  in  order  to  raise 
film  rentals." 

Myers'  statement  will  be  sent  to 
Allied  members. 


Pa.  Liquor  Board  Firm 
On  Tele  Set  Licensing 

Harrisburg,  Pa.— In  another  ef- 
fort to  check  the  Pennsylvania  Li- 
quor Control  Board's  ruling  that 
taverns  with  television  sets  must  pay 
an  amusement  license,  a  five-mem- 
ber committee  of  tavern  operators 
protested  the  action  to  the  Board. 
Committee  members  would  not  com- 
ment on  the  outcome  of  the  session, 
but  it  was  learned  from  a  reliable 
source  that  the  Board  plans  to  "stick 
to  its  guns"  on  the  ruling. 

It  was  also  learned  that  a  large 
television  manufacturer  will  join  the 
Pennsylvania  tavern  men  in  the  fight 
against  the  regulation.  These  moves 
follow  the  filing  of  a  suit  by  four 
Philadelphia  restaurant  operators 
asking  the  Dauphin  County  Court 
to  restrain  the  Board  from  enforc- 
ing the  regulation,  and  additional 
injunction  pleas  are  anticipated  in 
the  near  future. 

N.Y.  C.  Rescinds  Tele  Tax     .' 

Monthly  motion  picture  enter- 
tainment   fee    levied    against    bars 


REVJEWS 

"Carnival  in  Costa 
Rica" 

with   Dick   Haymes,  Vera-Ellen 
20th-Fox  95  Mil 

BRIGHT  TROPICAL  FRUIT  SALA 
LOADED  WITH  TECHNICOLOF  J^t/RU 
GAYETY,  MUSIC. 

On  the  basic  pattern  of  past  performanc 
but  with  a  much  fresher  outdoor  asps 
and  pointed  attention  to  music,  spectac 
and  a  new  locale  in  Central  America,  "Ca 
nival  in  Costa  Rica"  should  serve  as  an  e 
tertaining  dish  for  the  clientele  that  nev 
goes  anywhere  and  delights  in  travelii 
via  the  projection  machine  and  soundtrac 
The  backgrounds  dovetail  neatly  w.th  t 
foregrounds  in  this  case  and  in  fine  colon 
compositions  the  country  is  revealed 
a  pleasant  place  of  pleasing  vistas. 

Musical    content    is    tropical    and    Lati 
Vera-Ellen  of  the  whirling  toes  and  light  | 
tripping  feet  is  always  an  optical  pleasur  j 
Dick  Haymes  fills  in  suitably  as  the  Amer 
can  visiting  south  of  the  border,  falling  f  I 
Miss  Ellen,  daughter  to  J.  Carrol  Naish  ai 
Anne    Revere.    Miss    Revere    is    a    form 
Kansan  who  came  to  Costa   Rica  a   scho 
teacher,  remained   as   Naish's  bride. 

The   families  of   Pedro   De   Cordoba   ai  I 
Naish  would  like   Miss  Ellen  to  wed  Ces 
Romero,  who  has  Celeste  Holm  along  fro 
the  States  as  his  intended.   Haymes  mee 
Miss    Ellen.    Romero   tries    to    pass   himse  j 
off  as  a  poor  match.  It  is  fiesta  time  ai 
much  of  the  footage  that  frames  the  strain. 
romantic    relations     between    the    famili 
and   the  amorous   principals   is   devoted 
showing    the    local   folk    having    themselv 
a  singing  and  dancing  time.  Gregory  Ratoff ; 
direction   captured   a    great   deal   of   abai : 
doned    dancing,    colorful    custom    and    tl 
general  whoopla   attendant  at  the  time  i 
Christmas    holidays.    It's    Summer    all    tl 
time  in  Costa    Rica  and  the   general   tor 
of    the    doings    have    the    light    Summe 
touch. 

After  a  great  deal  of  chasing  hither  ar ! 
yon  all  about  San  Jose,  Romero  weds  Mi 
Holm,  Miss  Ellen  finds  haven  in  Hayme 
arms,  Naish  and  De  Cord:ba  cool  the  j 
Latin  temperaments  and  the  net  result  i 
a  whopper  of  a  kaleidoscope  that  setth 
into  sensible  focus. 

CAST:  Dick  Haymes,  Vera-Ellen,  Cesar  Ri 
mero.  Celeste  Holm,  Anne  Revere,  J.  Carr 
Naish,  Pedro  De  Cordoba,  Barbara  Whifin 
Nestor  Paiva,  Fritz  Feld,  Tommv  Ivo,  Lecuor 
Cuban  Boys,  Soledad  Jiminez  Franco  Corsar 
Martin  Garralaga. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Wlliam  A.  Bacher;  D 
rector,  Gregory  Ratoff;  Original  Screenplay  I 
John  Larkin,  Samuel  Hoffenstein,  Elizabe 
Reinhardt;  Music  bv  Ernesto  Lecuona;  Lyri< 
by  Harry  Ruby;  Dances,  Leonide  Massin 
Cameraman,  Harry  Jackson;  Art  Directio 
James  Basevi,  Mark-Lee  Kirk;  Set  D^-iration 
Thomas  Little,  Ernest  Lansing;  Musical  Directio 
Emil  Newman,  Charles  Henderson;  Fi'm  Ed 
tor  William  Reynolds;  Sound,  George  Leveret 
Roger  Heman;  Orchestral  arrangement,  Herbe 
Spencer. 

DIRECTION,   Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fin 


and  restaurants  has  been  rescinde 
by  Patrick  J.  Meehan,  Deputy  Corr 
missioner  of  Licenses.  Annual  $ 
fee  had  been  levied  under  an  articl 
in  the  Administrative  Code  coverin 
non-professional  motion  picture: 
Asked  why  the  fee  had  been  car 
celed,  Commissioner  Meehan  said,  " 
don't  think  it's  a  motion  picture." 
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fHEBTER  COnSTRUCTIOn  UJBITS  OljJOnGRESS 

Propose  Thermal  Insulation  to  Cool  Theaters 


ABOUT  THE 
TRADE 


\  LEXANDER    F.   VICTOR,   who   resigned 
*  the  presidency  of  Victor  Animatograph 
January,  has  been  elected  honorary  chair- 
man of  the  board. . .  . 
I    •   When  the  annual 
Ppi  award   for  "best 

^       achievements     in 
sound  recording"  was 
I   made  by  the  Academy 
_  .    of  Arts  and  Sciences 

I  to  Columbia's  "The 
Jolson  Story,"  it 
marked  the  14th  time 
in  the  17  years  since 
the  "Oscars"  were 
established  that  pro- 
ducers using  West- 
ern Electric  equip- 
ment were  so  hon- 
ored. ...  a  Altec's 
Los  Angeles  District 
has  signed  renewal 
sntracts  including  service,  sound  parts  and 
ooth  parts  with  the  Popkin  Ringer  Circuit 
i  Los  Angeles.  .  .  .  Bob  Quinn,  Los  An- 
cles branch  manager  negotiated  for  Al- 
ic.  .  .  .  ©  The  Radiant  Manufacturing 
■orp.  announces  that  Army  veteran  Geovil 
lereim  has  been  named  its  new  advertis- 
ng  manager.  .  .  .  Nereim's  background  in- 
cludes four  years  with  the  Blackstone  Manu- 
3cturing  Co.,  as  their  advertising  director, 
allowing  which  he  was  associated  for  two 
ears  with  Lockheed  Aircraft  Corp. 

•        e 

rHE  Board  of  Directors  of  TESMA 
'  ivill  hold  a  business  meeting  in  Chi- 
ago  in  April.  Details  regarding  the  1947 
rede  shows  will  be  discussed  as  well  as 
tther  association  affairs.  ...  •  Claire 
Hohliff,  DeVry  Corp.  advertising  man- 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


A.    F.    VICTOR 


First  Drive-in  for 

Twin  Cities  Area 

Minneapolis — Industrial  Products, 
Inc.,  St.  Paul,  will  erect  a  drive-in 
theater  at  78th  &  Portland  in  Bloom- 
ington,  a  Minneapolis  suburb.  The 
drive-in  will  accommodate  about 
1.003  cars,  and  plans  call  for  com- 
pletion of  the  project  by  May  15. 
This  will  be  the  first  drive-in  thea- 
ter to  be  established  in  the  Twin 
Cities  area. 


Use  Seen  as  Solution  to 
Problem  Created  by  Lack 
Of  Refrigeration  Machinery 


Many  theater  owners  who  had  ex- 
pected to  have  air  conditioning  in- 
stalled this  Spring  have  learned  in 
recent  weeks  that  such  installations 
will  not  be  forthcoming  because  the 
enormous  backlog  of  orders  for  re- 
frigeration machinery  extends  12  to 
18  months  ahead. 

Some  houses  will  be  able  to  get 
the  equipment  which  was  ordered 
months  ago;  others  won't.  This  lat- 
ter group  can  take  steps,  however, 
to  make  their  buildings  more  com- 
( Continued  on  Page  3) 


RCA  to  Detail  New 
16MM.  Equip.  Line 


Camden,  N.  J. — Initial  details  of 
RCA's  new  line  of  16  mm.  equip- 
ment will  be  revealed  at  a  week-long 
olanning  meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
home  office.  0.  V.  Swisher,  man- 
ager of  the  16  mm.  equipment  sec- 
tion, will  discuss  the  line. 

Distribution  policy  will  be  out- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


$2,000,000  Financing 
For  Heywood- Wakefield 

Gardner,  Mass.  —  Heywood- Wake- 
field Co.,  manufacturer  of  furniture 
and  allied  products,  is  negotiating 
with  First  National  Bank  of  Boston, 
National  Shawmut  Bank  and  New 
England  Mutual  Insurance  Co.  for  a 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Soviets  Developing 
Stereoscopic  Screen 

Moscow  (By  Cib'e)  —  Preliminary 
plans  for  a  new  stereoscopic  screen 
f  r  three-dimensional  motion  pic- 
tures are  nearly  complete,  Tass,  the 
official  Soviet  news  agency,  reported. 
New  screen,  it  was  said,  will  enable 
the  showing  of  three  -  dimemonal 
films  in  large  theaters,  the  present 
experiments!  theater  being  restricted 
to  180  spectators. 

Soviet  government  has  provide! 
20  000.COO  rubles  (about  $4,000,000) 
for  further  research  on  stereoscopic 
films,  Semen  Ivanov,  inventr  of  the 
first  stereoscopic  screen,  stated. 


Nu-Screen  Ready  for 
Large  Distribution 


Nu-Screen  Corp.  is  now  ready  for 
large  scale  distribution  of  its  new 
concave  -  convex  Fiberglas  screen. 
Herman  Gluckman,  president,  said 
yesterday.  New  projection  surface 
manufactured  by  Nu-Screen  in  co- 
operation with  Sparks  -  Whitington. 
of  Jackson,  Mich.,  is  custom  made  to 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


RCA  Victor  Names  Eades 
Southern  Regional  Mgr. 


Appointment  of  Elmer  D.  Eades 
as  Southern  regional  manager  of  the 
RCA  Victor  division,  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Walter  M.  Norton,  direc- 
tor of  distribution  for  the  division. 
Eades  suceeds  W.  L.  Rothenberger, 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Army  Buys  Natco  Projectors 

1,500  76mm.  Units  for  April  Delivery 


Plymouth  Will  Introduce 
Fire-Resistive  Drapery 

Turner  Halsey  Co.,  selling:  agents 
for  Plymouth  Fabrics,  Fall  River. 
Mass.,  will  announce  a  new  line  of 
fire-resistive  drapery  fabrics  at  a 
luncheon  in  the  Gotham  Hotel  on 
(Continued  en  Page  4) 


Chicago  —  A  contract  calling  for 
1,500  Natco  16  mm.  sound  projec- 
tors has  been  closed  by  the  U.  S. 
Army,  Gerald  Gidwitz,  president  of 
Natco,  Inc.,  announced.  Contract  was 
placed  by  the  Army  Signal  Corps 
through  the  Philadelphia  procure- 
ment branch. 

Machines  will  be  delivered  in  April, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Removal  of  Controls  Said 
Dependent  to  Some  Extent 
On  Fate  of  Rent  Ceilings 

By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington    bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Important  questions 
for  theater  equipment  dealers  are  due 
for  early  decision  once  Congress  gets 
a  breathing  spell  from  taxes  and  in- 
ternational affairs.  The  likelihood  of 
unrestricted  theater  building  in  the 
near  future  is  now  pretty  much  a 
matter  for  Congressional  decision. 

In  the  meantime,  the  House-ap- 
proved measure  for  lifting  of  the 
four  cents  per  pound  import  duty 
on  foreign  copper  is  faced  with  stiff 
(Continued  m  Page  4) 

Swiss  Marquee  Copied 
For  Rogers  Theater 

Montgomery,  Ala. — Carlton  Sims, 
not  so  long  ago  an  American  GI  in 
Switzerland,  was  so  intrigued  with  a 
movie  house  marquee  in  Geneva,  he 
drew  out  his  pencil  and  sketched  it 
with  the  vow  that  he'd  go  into  the 
neon  sign  business  on  his  return  and 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 

$200,000  Galion  Theater 
Will  Have  Concrete  Roof 


Columbus,  O.  —  New  1,400-seat, 
$200,000  Galion  Theater,  to  be  erected 
by  the  Galion  Theater  Co.,  operators 
of  the  State  and  Ohio  here,  is  a  step 
nearer  reality  with  the  clearing  of 
the  site.  Several  of  the  oldest  struc- 
tures in  downtown  Galion  are  being 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


FPC  to  Start  Three 
Houses  in  Maritimes 

Toronto — With  the  coming  of  fair 
weather,  FPC  will  start  construction 
of  theaters  at  New  Waterford,  St. 
John  and  Halifax  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces. 

A  FPC  theater  has  also  been 
started  at  Windsor,  but  with  labor 
and  material  tightness  prevailing 
elsewhere  other  construction  opera- 
tions are  being  held  off. 


EQUIPMENT  NEWS 


V^Aouly 


Friday,  March  21,  19 


In  two  Sections — Section  II 


A  Section  of  THE  FILM  DAILY  compre- 
hensively covering  the  equipment  industry,  pub- 
lished every  second  week  by  Wid's  Films  and 
Film  Folks,  Inc.,  1501  Broadway,  New  York 
City.  John  W.  Alicoate,  Publisher;  Donald 
M.  Mersereau,  Associate  Publisher  and  Gen- 
eral Manager;  Chester  B.  Bahn,  Editor;  West 
Coast  Bureau,  6425  Hollywood  Boulevard, 
Hollywood.   Cal.,    Ralph   Wilk,    Bureau   Chief. 


Resin  Molding  Compound 
Allocation  Ends  Mar.  31 


Washington    Bureall  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington— Producers  of  pheno- 
lic resin  molding  compound  have  as- 
sured OTC  and  the  Office  of  the  Hous- 
ing Expeditor  that  they  will  .continue 
"voluntarily"  to  make  available  to 
manufacturers  of  critical  wiring  de- 
vices sufficient  molding  material  to 
meet  minimum  essential  require- 
ments for  the  rest  of  the  year. 

On  the  basis  of  this  assurance, 
OTC  announced  that  allocation  of 
resin  molding  compound  would  end 
March  31. 


Wells  Again  President 
Of  American  Optical 

Southbridge,  Mass.  —  George  B. 
Wells,  president  of  American  Optical 
Co.  between  1936  and  1946  has  been 
re-elected  to  that  post  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy caused  by  the  recent  death  of 
Charles  0.  Cozzens.  Wells,  name- 
sake grandson  of  American  Optical's 
founder,  left  the  presidency  last  July 
30  and  was  succeeded  by  Cozzens. 
Wells  remained  a  trustee. 


Wometco  Will  Erect 
Miracle  at  Coral  Gables 


Coral  Gables,  Fla. — A  building  per- 
mit has  been  issued  to  the  Wometco 
Theaters,  Inc.  for  construction  of  a 
theater  to  be  called  the  Miracle,  on 
Miracle  Mile.  The  site  has  a  front- 
age of  65  feet  and  extends  back  240 
feet.  Parking  space  will  be  provided 
in  the  rear. 


First  Bodiform  Seats 
In  Grand  Rapids  Savoy 


J.  H.  Alexander  Operates 
S  &  S  Theater  Supply  Co. 

Pittsburgh — James  H.  Alexander, 
veteran  of  the  film  distribution  in- 
dustry, has  assumed  operation  of 
the  S  &  S  Theater  Supply  Co.  here. 
S  &  S  was  owned  by  Sam  and  Abe 
Steinberg  until  their  death-  several 
years  ago,  after  which  the  business 
was  carried  on  by  another  brother, 
Manny.  Alexander  has  been  in  the 
motion  picture  business  for  35  years, 
starting  with  the  General  Film  Co. 
Until  two  years  ago  he  was  a  fran- 
chise holder  in  Eepublic  for  this  ter- 
ritory. During  the  past  year  he  has 
been  business  manasrer  of  the 
AMPTO  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
-lurine  which  time  he  was  greatly  re- 
sponsible for  adding:  125  new  mem- 
bers to  its  roster.  He  resigned  that 
position  to  take  over  the  theater 
supply  company. 

FWC  Will  Open  New 
Alisal  Theater  Mar.  28 


Grand  Rapids,  Mich. — A  modern- 
ization program  costing  $20,000  has 
been  completed  on  the  Savoy  The- 
ater owned  by  Emmet  Goodrich  and 
the  heirs  of  the  late  William  U. 
Murray.  House  has  the  first  installa- 
tion of  the  American  Seating  Co.'s 
new  Bodiform  seats  in  Grand  Rapids. 


FORT-A-CIDE 

THE     "MIRACLE"     ODORLESS 

DEODORANT    AND    DISINFECTANT 

For   Hospital   —   Clean    Rest    Rooms 

ASK  YOUR  DEALER 


Alisal,  Calif.  —  Fox  West  Coast 
will  open  its  new  1,000-seat  theater 
here  on  March  28.  Otto  A.  Deich- 
mann  of  San  Francisco,  is  the  archi- 
tect. American  Seating:  Co.  supplied 
•■he  seating,  and  National  Theatre 
Supply  supplied  the  equipment  of 
Simplex  projectors  and  other  mech- 
anisms. The  house  will  seat  just 
nnder  1,000.  Manager  will  be  Wil- 
'iam  Parker,  who  is  being  trans- 
ferred from  Fox  West  Coast's  the- 
ater, the  Mission,  in  San  Jose,  Calif. 

Moffitt  to  Start  Fourth 
Negro  House  in  April 


Fort  Deposit,  Ala. — John  Moffitt. 
Montgomery  theater  owner,  will  open 
his  fourth  movie  house,  the  Fort 
here  in  April.  Seating  capacity  will 
be  350  in  the  main  auditorium  and  a 
gallery  of  160  seats  for  Negroes.  At 
oresent,  Moffitt  operates  the  State 
and  the  Carver  in  Montgomery  and 
^he  Gem  in  Anniston.  All  are  Negro 
movies.  The  Fort  will  be  Fort  De- 
posit's first  theater. 


American  Television 
To  Manufacture  Equip. 


Chicago  —  American  Television, 
Inc.,  headed  by  U.  A.  Sanabria,  plans 
to  manufacture  cathode  tubes  and 
television  receivers  as  soon  as  equip- 
ment and  facilities  are  available.  Ex- 
perimental work  is  now  under  way 
in  both  plants. 


Used  Upholstered  Opera  Chairs 

Any  Quantity 
We  have  the  Cream  of  the  Crop 
Write  or  wire  for  exact  photo 

CHICAGO  USED  CHAIR 
MART 

Sam  Levmsohn,  Owner 
829  So.  State  Street,  Chicago  5 


Municipally-Owned 
Theater  for  Newport? 

Newport,  N.  H. — Establishment  of 
a  municipally-owned  movie  theater 
has  been   proposed   here. 

Creation  of  a  commission  to  study 
the  possibility  of  establishing  and 
operating  a  municipally-owned  mo- 
tion picture  theater  was  approved 
by  the  voters  at  the  annual  town 
meeting    here. 


Shafer  Opens  Wayne  State 
With  All  New  Equipment 

Wayne,  Mich. — The  new  State  The- 
ater has  been  opened  by  W.  D.  Sha- 
fer. The  house,  largest  to  be  con- 
structed and  opened  in  Michigan 
since  before  the  war,  has  1,400  seats. 

National  Theatre  Supply  Co.  sup- 
plied complete  equipment  and  fur- 
nishings. The  marquee  contains  a 
90  ft.  attraction  space  opening  for 
changeable  letters  and  can  be  viewed 
from  three  different  directions. 
House  is  equipped  with  American 
Bodiform  Theater  chairs,  Crestwood 
carpeting,  elaborate  stage  draperies, 
Sealuxe  display  frames,  Simplex  E-7 
projectors,  Simplex  Sound,  Hertner 
Transverter,  Walker  PM  screen  and 
coated  projection  lens. 


Pfeiffer  Purchases 
Syracuse  Lighting  Co. 


Syracuse — Alfred  Pfeiffer,  form- 
erly of  Cincinnati,  O.,  is  the  new 
owner  and  operator  of  the  Syracuse 
Scenery  &  Stage  Lighting  Co.  at  406 
S.  Franklin  St. 


THEATRE  PROJECTORS 

AND  SOUND  SYSTEMS 

. . .  built  to  specifications  that  far  exceed 
generally  accepted  commercial  stand- 
ards. . . .  Learn  how  you  get  so  much  for 

so  little  when  you  buy  DeVRY Write 

DeVRY  CORP.,  1111  Armitage 
Avenue,  Chicago  14,  Illinois. 

MIME  WINNER! 
DeVRY  h*s  earned  fire 
:utive  Army  -  Nitj 
"E'i"  for  excellence  in 
production  of  Motion  Pie- 
tore  Sound  Equipment. 
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Trainer  Named  Mgr., 
RCA  Tele  Equip.  Sales 

Camden,  N.  J.  —  Appointment 
Merrill  A.  Trainer,  pioneer  in  te 
vision  research  and  development, 
manager    of   RCA   television    equ 
ment  sales,  has  been  announced 
T.  A.  Smith,  general  sales  manaj 
of    the    RCA    engineering    produ 
department.     Prior   to    his    appo' 
ment,  he  was  in  charge  of  the 
pany's  television  terminal  equip*, 
development. 

Trainer  entered  the  television  fi> 
in  1927  and  during  the  next  thi 
years  was  associated  with  Dr.  E. 
W.  Alexanderson  in  television  : 
search  at  the  General  Electric  Co ' 
pany.  Since  1930  he  has  been 
member  of  the  RCA  television  en. 
neering  staff  and  has  been  intimat* 
associated  with  most  of  the  ma; 
RCA  television  developments. 


: 
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novations  Feature 
dckrill  House  Plans 


(Denver — Dave  Cockrill,  managing 
eetor  of  the  Denham,  first-run, 
'fe  he  will  build  a  million-dollar 
BO-seat  theater  at  15th  and  Wei 
i  as  soon  as  materials  are  avail- 
_  Preliminary  plans  disclose  revo- 
~4ary  innovations  will  be  utilized 
me  fullest. 
IThe  theater,  not  yet  named,  will 

"ive  escalator  stairways  to  the  bal- 
ly,  television  and  other  entertain- 

,Bit  will  be  provided  for  standees. 
ree-dimensional  projection  will  be 
uployed  and  a  newly  discovered 
sthod  of  clearing  smoke  from  the 

1  will  be  installed.    "Germ-proof 

]  conditioning  and  "bunion-proof" 
at  spacing  will  be  used.  Push  back 

Jats  will  be  installed,  and  rows  will 

Ive  36  inches  clearance. 
Architecture  will  be  of  the  mod- 
p  Western  style,  with  canopied 
proaches  to  the  box  office  from 
jth  streets.  The  box  office,  which 
11  utilize  the  latest  methods  of 
:ket  selling:,  will  be  burglar-proof 
Id  holdup-proof.  Electronic  signal- 
g  devices  will  notify  ushers  of  the 
Ration  of  seat  vacancies.  Rest 
'  oms,  lounges  and  powder  rooms 
ill  be  located  half-way  between  the 
|ain  floor  and  mezzanine  to  elimin- 
,e  stair  climbing. 

,  Tentative  plans  have  been  drawn 
I;  Hal  Pereira,  New  York  designer, 
id  a  local  architect  will  be  named 
It  draw  working  plans.  Design  of 
lie  theater  was  arrived  at  by  com- 
.ning  Cockrill's  23  years  of  theater 
Lanagement  and  Periera's  technical 
nowledge  of  theater  interiors.  The 
[round  for  the  theater  has  already 
'sen  bought  at  a  cost  of  $225,000. 

1 50-Seat  Quonset  Type 
louse  for  Mediapolis 


Altec's  Doug  Kirby  Answers  That  Perennial 

"What  to  Do  With  Your  Spare  Time"  Query 

Chicago — D:ug  Kirby,  credit  manager  for  Altec  in  the  Chicago  district, 
may  or  may  not  be  the  busiest  man  in  town,  but  he's  at  least  well  up  on  any 
beaver  list.  Aside  from  his  Altec  credit  duties,  Kirby  is  president  of  tne  Pleas- 
ant Dale  Parent  Teachers  Association,  secretary  of  the  Lyonsvi.le  Mens  Club, 
committeeman  for  Boy  Scout  Troop  57,  chairman  of  ushers  hr  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  a  local  newspaper  reporter,  member  of  the  Pleasantview  Fire 
Co.  volunteers,  treasurer  of  the  Lyonsville  Community  Fair  for  1947,  chairman 
ot  arrangements  tor  the  local  Boy  Scouts  Fund  drive,  member  of  the  pulpit 
supply  committee  for  his  Church,  chairman  of  the  Church  bulletin  board,  and  a 
member  of  several  other  local  organizations  where  he  is  active  on  various  com- 
mittees. 


fhermal  Insulation 
for  Theater  Cooling 


New  Galion  Theater 
To  Have  Concrete  Root 


Mediapolis,  la.  —  A  quonset  type 
1m  house  is  under  construction  by 
jslrs.  Lillie  Johnson  and  I.  R.  Glesne, 
jwners,  and  is  expected  to  be  ready 
lor  operation  this  Spring. 
!  The  auditorium  is  40  feet  wide  and 
.03  feet  long  and  will  seat  450  per- 
sons. 


Excel  Movie  Products 
Will  Make  Projectors 


Chicago  —  Excel  Movie  Products 
Do.,  4328  W.  Drummond  St.,  will 
manufacture  8  and  16  mm.  projec- 

:ors. 


Bottle  Warmers  at 

Dallas  Drive-ins 

Dallas  —  The  Chalk  Hill  and 
Northwest  Drive  -  Ins,  operated  by 
Underwood  and  Ezell  open  today  for 
the  season.  Bath  have  been  recon- 
ditioned and  now  offer  playgrounds 
for  the  yrungsters,  supply  bottle- 
warmers  for  mothers  with  babies. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fortable    during    the    hot    Summer 
months  by  installing  thermal  insula- 
:ion. 

Properly  placed  in  ceiling  areas, 
:his  can  make  interior  temperatures 
as  much  as  15  degrees  cooler  than  in 
an  uninsulated  building,  according  to 
the  Construction  Research  Bureau 
of  New  York,  which  has  made  exten- 
sive studies  of  the  subject. 

Fans  Give  Little  Relief 
The  reason  is  that  roof  tempera- 
tures often  reach  140-150  degrees 
when  the  outside  air  temparture  is 
no  more  than  70-80  degrees  and  a 
great  amount  of  this  heat  passes 
rapidly  into  the  building  and  steadily 
presses  down  from  the  ceiling  until 
die  house  becomes  stifling.  It  is 
almost  impossible  for  fans  to  move 
out  this  superheated  air. 

A  four-inch  blanket  of  insulation 
completely  covering  the  ceiling  area, 
however,  reduces  this  penetration 
appreciably  and  it  is  much  easier 
co  keep  the  theater  comfortable. 

Insulation  is  not  a  make-shift 
treatment,  because  it  is  virtually  a 
must  if  and  when  air  conditioning  is 
installed.  Engineers  have  found  that 
it  vastly  increases  the  efficiency  of 
any  air  cooling  equipment  and  many 
theater  owners  report  that  it  reduces 
che  cost  of  operating  such  equipment 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  cost  of 
insulation  is  paid  for  within  a  year  or 
two. 

Likewise,  it  permits  installation  of 
a  smaller  air  cooling  system.  The 
Town  Theater  in  Omaha  reports  that 
the  first  season  after  a  four-inch 
layer  of  mineral  wool  was  placed 
above  the  ceiling,  20  tons  less  re- 
frigeration was  used  than  before 
insulation. 

Mineral  Wool  Widely  Used 
Most  widely  used  material  for  in- 
sulating all  types  of  buildings  is 
mineral  wool.  This  is  a  generic  term 
which  covers  several  similar  products 
which  differ  chiefly  by  the  raw  ma- 
terials from  which  they  are  made — 
•'rock  wool"  made  of  limestone  and 
other  rock,  "glass  wool"  made  of 
sand,  and  "slag  wool"  which  is  made 
from  ore-smelting  slag. 

Because  it  cannot  burn,  mineral 
wool  is  recognized  by  many  adminis- 
trators of  building  codes  as  an  effec- 
tive fire-barrier.  National  Bureau  of 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
removed  to  make  way  for  the  the- 
ater. One  of  the  city's  early  settlers, 
William  Metzger,  erected  the  brick 
Home  a  half-block  from  the  public 
square,  in  1852. 

Designed  by  Paul  Matsinger, 
Cleveland  architect,  the  Galion  will 
be  of  brick  construction  with  a 
facade  done  in  baked  enamel  on  steel. 
Concrete  roof  will  be  of  100  per  cent 
fireproof  construction.  Seats  will  be 
fully  upholstered  Bodiform  with 
automatic  lift.  Chrysler  Airtemp 
cooling  system,  with  two  50-ton  com- 
pressors, will  be  installed.  Large 
lounge  and  powder  rooms  will  be  fea- 
tures. The  Galion  Co.  purchased  the 
site  from  Mrs.  George  Chyba  the 
most  recent  owner  of  the  real  estate. 


Enterprise  Adapts 
Stanhope's  System 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Hollywood — First  commercial  mo- 
tion picture  adaptation  of  the  Du- 
plex Perimeter  Developing  System 
leveloped  by  Felix  Stanhope  of 
bale's  Sheffield  Scientific  School  for 
almost  instantaneous  processing  of 
ilm  was  put  into  work  at  Enter- 
prise for  the  shooting  of  fight  se- 
quences on  John  Garfield's  "Body  and 
Soul." 

System  was  developed  for  the 
Navy  during  the  war  to  speed  de- 
veloping of  films  shot  by  recon- 
aaisance  and  combat  planes  in  air 
operations. 

Portable  laboratory  on  the  set  de- 
velops positive  film  from  negative 
in  30  minutes  by  reversal  process. 
Positive  is  then  run  off  after  each 
setup  with  a  view  to  making  any 
necessary  production  changes  be- 
fore dismissing  any  of  the  250  extras 
or  striking  sets. 

Negative  is  sent  to  the  laboratory 
after  take  has  been  determined  for 
processing  in  the  usual  manner. 
Sneeding-up  process  also  permits 
sequences  to  be  cut  as  they  are  shot. 


Wehrenberg  to  Transform 
St.  Louis  Yale  for  Bowling 


St.  Louis  —  Fred  Wehrenberg, 
owner  of  the  Yale,  will  remodel  the 
structure  into  a  modern  bowling  em- 
porium at  a  cost  of  about  $60,000. 

The  500-seat  theater  had  been  un- 
der lease  for  a  period  of  years  to 
the  St.  Louis  Amusement  Co.  but 
that  company  did  not  seek  a  renewal 
when  the  lease  expired  late  in  De- 
cember. 

Wehrenberg's  plans  for  the  elim- 
ination of  the  Yale  Theater  will  re- 
move its  chief  competition  from  the 
Melvin  Theater,  owned  and  operated 
by  Andrew  Zotos. 


New  Anniston  Negro 
Theater  for  Moffitt 


Standards  tests  show  that  a  wood 
lath  wall  filled  with  the  substance 
will  stop  the  passage  of  fire  for  one 
hour.  This  in  itself  is  highly  im- 
portant to  theaters  because  of  the 
ever-present  danger  of  flash  fires. 

It  is  impossible  to  generalize  on 
the  cost  of  an  insulating  job  be- 
cause all  theaters  are  different  in  de- 
sign, height,  size  and  construction. 
Whatever  the  cost,  it  usualW  is  paid 
for  within  three  years  if  one  is  to 
judge  by  experience  of  exhibitors 
who  have  installed  insulation  in  ex- 
isting buildings  and  have  compared 
their  heating  and  cooling  bills  after 
insulating  with  those  before. 


Anniston,  Ala. — A  new  theater  for 
Negroes  to  replace  the  Gem  will  be 
constructed  here  as  soon  as  the 
owner,  John  Moffitt  of  Montgomery, 
gets  the  go-ahead  signal  from  the 
Civilian  Production  Administration. 

The  proposed  theater  will  cost 
$60,000  and  will  have  a  seating 
:apacity  of  750,  or  three  times  as 
much  as  the  Gem,  which  seats  250. 
The  Gem  will  continue  operation  at 
its  present  location  on  West  15th 
St.  until  the  new  building  is  ready, 
which  is  expected  to  be  in  the  Mid- 
Summer.  Moffitt  operates  two  houses, 
the  State  and  the  Carver,  in  Mont- 
gomery. 

Alfred  J.  Borrell,  New  York  Citj 
a  World  War  II  veteran  recently  re- 
leased from  the  Army  at  Fort  Mc- 
Clellan,  will  be  local  manager. 


Georgetown,  Calif.,  Gets 
First  Movie  Theater 


Georgetown,  Calif.  —  This  town 
gets  its  first  movie  house  with  the 
opening  of  the  Fortyniner  Theater, 
250-seater.    Cornell  Lengynell  is  the 


No  Matter  What,  Son, 
Watch  That  Projector! 

Toronto — Toilet  facilities,  includ- 
ing a  basin,  must  be  so  located  in 
Ontario's  one-man  projection  rooms 
that  the  projectionist  may  view  the 
operating  or  open  side  of  the  pro- 
jectors, under  the  amended  regula- 
tions of  the  Theaters  and  Cinema- 
tographs Act. 
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Theater  Construction 
Waits  on  Congress 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
opposition  in  the  Senate.  At  this 
writing,  its  passage  appears  likely, 
but  not  without  a  determined  fight 
on  the  part  of  Southwestern  Senators 
— with  Arizona's  wily  Sen.  Carl 
Hayden  a  past  master  at  parliament- 
ary battles. 

Whether  controls  over  commercial 
building  will  be  lifted  depends  to 
some  extent  on  the  disposition  of 
rent  control.  With  rent  control 
killed  off,  the  maintenance  of  controls 
over  building  will  probably  fall,  since 
the  veterans'  housing  program  will 
in  effect  be  brought  to  its  termina- 
tion. Additionally,  Rep.  Jesse  Wol- 
cott,  chairman  of  the  key  House 
Banking  and  Currency  Committee, 
has  already  announced  his  intention 
to  seek  the  repeal  of  the  Patman 
Housing  Act,  which  provides  the 
basic  authorities  for  the  Federal 
housing  program. 

Housing  Administrator  Creedon 
has  already  told  businessmen  he  is 
"no  crusader,"  and  that  he  will  not 
wage  any  determined  fight  to  retain 
controls.  Building  materials  are 
already  substantially  free  from  allo- 
cation controls. 

Also  of  interest  to  equipment  man- 
ufacturers is  the  hearings  which  be- 
gin next  week  on  tariffs.  Although 
the  Reciprocal  Trade  Agreements  Act 
runs  to  the  middle  of  1948,  the  lead- 
ership of  the  House  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  is  apparently  determined 
to  make  it  plain  to  the  rest  of  the 
world  that  reciprocal  agreements 
with  this  country  are  bound  to  run 
into  Congressional  trouble  next  year. 
That  this  will  intensify  the  difficul- 
ties of  our  mission  to  the  ITO  con- 
ference in  Geneva  next  month  is 
freely  and  gleefully  recognized  by 
high-tariff  Congressmen.  Film  equip- 
ment dealers  are  concerned  over 
what  this  means  to  the  future  of 
their  European  markets. 

Materials  Shortages  Hit 
Sickles  Tele  Factory 


Chicopee,  Mass. — In  the  first  dis- 
ruption of  its  production  since  V-J 
Day,  F.  W.  Sickles  Co.,  manufactur- 
ers of  television  receiver  parts,  has 
been  forced  to  lay  off  about  100 
workers.  Company  officials  blamed 
materials  shortages  for  the  layoffs. 
The  company  now  employs  2,400 — 
200  above  the  wartime  peak.  The 
layoffs  come  after  a  long  campaign 
to  hire  enough  workers  to  handle  the 
company's  huge  order  backlog. 

Auto  Dealer,  Hotel  Men 
To  Build  Iowa  Houses 


Denison,  la.  —  Henry  P.  Saggau, 
Denison  auto  dealer,  announced  plans 
to  construct  a  new  700-seat  theater 
at  Denison. 

Leo  and  Richard  McTague,  hotel 
owners,  also  are  planning  to  build 
a  new  theater  building  at  Denison. 


THEATER  DEALS 


Gardners  Sell  to  Van  Dorin 

Moravia,  la. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Gardner,  who  opened  the  Mora- 
via Theater  in  January,  have  sold 
che  house  to  Arthur  Van  Dorin,  who 
has  operated  the  Strand  at  Mystic 
„he  last  three  years. 


Brown  Buys  Fonda  Amuzu 

Winterset,  la. — A.  R.  Brown  of 
Winterset  has  purchased  the  Amuzu 
i heater  at  Fonda  from  Ed  Reck- 
negal. 


Massarini  Buys  in  Milo 

Melcher,  la.  —  Julio  Massarini, 
owner  of  the  Melcher  Theater,  has 
purchased  the  theater  at  Milo  from 
d.  V.  Kenney. 


Sorensen  Sells  in  Casey 

Casey,  la.  —  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill 
Lyons  of  Clear  Lake  have  purchased 
.,he  Casey  Theater  from  Alfred 
Sorenson. 


Shuliz  Buys  State  Center 

State  Center,  la. — John  Shultz  has 
purchased  the  State  Center  Theater. 


New  Australian  Theater 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail) —Fullers 
Theaters  has  purchased  land  in  New- 
castle for  a  new  theater  to  cost 
£A100,000. 


Hoyt  House  for  Granville 

Sydney  (By  Air  Mail)  —  Hoyt's 
Theaters  has  received  permission  to 
erect  a  new  theater  in  Granville  to 
seat  922  from  the  Films  Commission 
but  shortage  of  building  materials 
will  delay  erection. 


New  E.  Providence  Theater 

East  Providence,  R.  I. — A  permit 
for  the  erection  of  a  900-seat  the- 
ater and  business  block  here  has 
been  issued  to  Samuel  Bomes  of 
Providence.  The  block  has  been 
planned  for  some  time  but  construc- 
tion has  been  delayed  by  shortages. 
Bomes  now  owns  the  Hollywood  The- 
ater here. 


New  House  for  Solidad 

San  Francisco — J.  W.  Fredericks, 
owner  of  the  Crystal  Theater,  Sali- 
nas,, is  building  a  theater  at  Solidad. 
Al  Klokenvold,  manager  of  the  Crys- 
tal, is  part  owner  of  the  new  house, 
now  under  construction,  and  which 
should  be  ready  for  opening  in  about 
another  month. 


Talgar  in  Mount  Dora 

Mount  Dora,  Fla.  —  The  Princess 
Theater  has  been  sold  to  the  newly 
organized  Talgar  Theater  Co.,  now 
operating  more  than  20  theaters 
throughout  the  state.  B.  B.  Garner, 
president,  states  the  theater  is  to  be 
remodeled  and  re-quipped. 


From  Edinburg  to  Rio 

Edinburg,  111.  —  Carl  E.  Pelhman 
has  purchased  the  Edinburg  Theater 
from  Hadden  Gorden  and  re-named 
the  house  the  Rio,  with  Eugene  Man- 
der  as  manager. 


Cuba,  HI.,  Fulton  Sold 

Chicago — Bybee  Brothers  has  pur- 
chased the  Fulton  Theater  in  Cuba, 
this  state,  from  F.  B.  Merritt.  Ed- 
ward Ryan  managers. 


Buy  Evanston  Stadium  B'l'g 

Chicago — Stadium  Theater  build- 
ing at  Central  St.  and  Eastwood  Ave. 
in  Evanston,  has  been  sold  by  the 
Northwestern  University  for  $275,- 
000  to  Theodore  Brandt  and  wife  and 
Leopold  Fisher  and  his  wife.  The 
house,  seating  1,485,  has  been  under 
Sam  Meyers  circuit  management. 


Foster  Leaves  the  Palatine 

Palatine,  111.  — The  Palatine  The- 
ater has  been  leased  to  Don  Foster 
by  Will  Thompson,  present  operator, 
for  a  10-year  neriod. 


Sorensen  Sells  Casey 

Casey,  la.  —  Alfred  Sorensen  has 
sold  the  Casey  Theater  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  William  Lyons  of  Clear  Lake. 


Van  Dorin  Gets  Second  House 

Moravia,  la. — Arthur  Van  Dorin, 
who  has  been  operating  the  Strand 
at  Mystic  the  past  three  years, 
has  taken  possession  of  the  Moravia 
Theater  here,  which  was  opened  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Gardner  early 
this  year. 


From  Bonham  to  Midway 

Prairie  du  Sac,  Wis. — W.  J.  Char- 
boneau  will  extensively  remodel  the 
interior  and  exterior  of  his  recently- 
acquired  Bonham  on  about  April  15. 
House  will  be  re-named  the  Midway. 

From  Ohio  to  Liberty 

Cambridge,  O.  —  Closed  for  the 
past  five  years,  the  former  Ohio  The- 
ater, now  called  the  Liberty  The- 
ater, completely  remodeled  and  newly 
equipped  with  RCA  sound  and  pro- 
jection equipment  by  the  Oliver  The- 
ater Supply  Co.  of  Cleveland,  has 
been  opened  by  Louis  J.  Velas. 


Detroit's  Willis  Sold 

Detroit  —  The  Willis,  East  side 
neighborhood  house,  has  been  taken 
over  by  Irving  Katcher,  owner  of  the 
Russell  Theater.  Al  Westaway  is 
the  former  owner. 


Buys  Valley  City  Town  Hall 

Valley  City,  O.  —  Henry  Deutsch- 
lander  is  the  new  owner  of  the  Town 
Hall,  having  recently  purchased  it 
from  Mrs.  C.  H.  Bramley. 


Redecorating  the  Broadway 

Charlotte,  N.  C  — The  Broadway 
Theater  has  closed  for  extensive  re- 
decorating. 


Nu-Screen  Ready  fc 
Large  Distribution 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
fit  the  specific  requirements  of  e 
theater,  it  is  stated. 

No   changes   in   conventional  i 
jection  equipment  are  needed  for 
screen,  which  is  said  to  eliminate 
tortion  from  any  angle,  keysti 
glare  or  hotspot,  eye  strain,  ana 
proves  sound,  while  giving  an  illus 
of  depth  that  is  ever  present  in  j] 
jected  film. 

Made  of  seamless  sheets  of  Fit 
glas,    the    screen    is    reported    c< 
pletely  fire  safe.    Gluckman  poin 
Dut  that  use  of  the  screen  would  h 
:he  effect  of  adding  more  seats  i 
theater,  as  chairs  usually  empty 
cause  of  bad  view  or  bad  sound 
now  be  filled.    Concave-convex  : 
face  is  said  to  afford  a  view  up' 
30   degrees  vision   beginning   at 
acute    angle    of    20   feet   from 
screen. 


Plymouth  Will  Introduce 
Fire-Resistive  Drapery 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Wednesday.  Fabrics,  woven  of  nu 
:ombustible  Fiberglas  and  flan] 
proofed  cotton  yarns,  were  devebr. 
for  use  in  theaters,  hotels,  nig] 
2lubs  and  other  places  of  pubj 
assembly. 


Brinkman  Will  Build 
Drive-in,  Restaurant 


Defiance,  O.  —  Plans  to  build 
irive-in  theater  and  restaurant  i 
an  eight-acre  tract  just  North  I 
Defiance  along  State  Route  66  ha ! 
been  announced  by  Charles  R.  Brin 
man,  operator  of  the  Du-Drop  In 
Defiance.  Project  is  expected  to  co 
approximately  $50,000. 


Chester  Leaves  AP  for 
Carrier  Public  Relations 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. — Appointment  < 
John  F.  Chester  as  director  of  publ. 
relations  of  Carrier  Corporation, 
announced  by  President  Cloud  Wan  i 
pier. 

Chester  has  been  general  bus 
ness  editor  of  the  Associated  Press  i 
New  York  since  1945,  when  he  n 
turned  to  this  country  after  tw 
years  as  correspondent  in  the  Nea 
East,  Italy  and  France. 


RCA's  Wright  and  Clark 
At  Chicago  IRE  Meeting 

Chicago — The  latest  development 
in  television  receiver  design  will  b 
discussed  today  at  a  meeting  of  th 
Chicago  branch  of  the  Institute  o' 
Radio  Engineers  by  Anthony  Wrighf 
manager  of  the  television  receive 
engineering:  department  of  RCA  Vic 
tor,  and  Edwin  L.  Clark,  senior  en 
gineer  of  the  department. 
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Swiss  Marquee  Copied 
or  Rogers  Theater 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
le  first  theater  order  he  had,  he'd 
jopy  that  Swiss  marquee. 

By  that  cha!n  of  circumstances, 
Jte  crowning  of  the  old  Tivoli's  $20,- 
=J face-lifting  became  a  V-shaped 
"1  /quee  with  interchangeable  Adler 
jtters  whose  neon  lights  flash  on  a 
ose  trellis,  then  one  by  one,  the 
cses  burst  in  bloom. 
Re-christened  the  "Rogers"  for  its 
ew  owner,  Foreman  Rogers,  who 
ought  the  house  from  the  Wilby- 
[incy  chain  a  year  ago,  the  theater 
as  been  re-decorated  throughout, 
he  chairs  renovated,  lounges  for 
nen  and  women  added,  and  new 
creen  and  projection  equipment  in- 
:  tailed. 

The    screen    is    an    RCA    heavy- 
weight '  Snowhite"  and  the  lamps  are 
Srenkert     "Emarc"     high     intensity 
rom  RCA.  Other  new  equipment  in 
ludes  an  electric  water  cooler  from 
lalsey-  Taylor,     Knoxville,     Tenn.; 
.luminum  display  frames  from  Uni- 
ersale  Corporation,  Dallas,  Tex.;  a 
Super-Star    popcorn    machine    from 
Atlanta  Pop  Corn  Supply  Co.;  new 
tage    curtains    from    Southeastern 
Theater  Supply  Co.,   Atlanta;   glass 
Svall  brackets  for  indirect  lighting; 
;new  stair  carpets  from  Wilkin  Sup- 
ply C">.,  Atlanta;  a  structural  glass 
iox  office  from  Standard  Glass  Co., 
Montgomery;    decorative    wallpaper 
uanels  on  the  auditorium  walls,  and 
tew  paint  for  floors  and  ceilings. 

The  old  Tovolii  which  never  had 
my  lounges,  was  given  another  touch 
If  modernization  by  converting  the 
oasement  into  two  modern  ones  with 
vory  ceilings,  asphalt  tile  floors,  and 
oastel  walls,  with  fixtures  of  light 
olue  with  darker  blue  trim.  The 
'oyer,  too,  was  modernized  through 
.-he  use  of  structural  glass  panels. 
Ralph  Mann  is  local  manager. 


Reserved  Policy  for 
Fall  River  Embassy 

Fall  River,  Mass. — The  Embassy 
rheater,  remodeled  from  a  church 
|md  seating  900,  has  opened.  The 
louse  which  is  owned  by  William 
Purcell,  is  managed  by  his  son,  Wil- 
iam,  Jr.,  and  plays  a  hold-over  pol- 
icy with  reserved  seats  after  4:30 
p.m.  except  Sundays  and  holidays. 

The  house  is  equipped  with  In- 
:ernational  DeLuxe  chairs,  Mohawk 
;arpets,  Brenkert  projectors  and  all 
RCA  equipment,  installed  by  Capitol 
Theater  Supply,  Boston. 
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ABOUT  THE  TRADE 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ager  reports  that  circulars  on  the  single 
amplifiers  No.  2820,  and  the  twin  30  watt 
outfit,  No.  2823,  are  now  ready  for  the 
trade.  ...  •  Before  leaving  jor  Flor- 
ida, Mrs.  Nazera  Zegiob  supervised  in- 
stallation of  6-tube  rectifiers  in  her 
Dreamland  Theater,  Lorain,  O.,  and  of 
new  low  intensity  lamps  and  rectifiers  in 
her  Liberty  Theatre,  Vermilion,  O., 
made  by  the  Cleveland  Projector  Co.  of 
Cleveland,  operated  by  Millard  Ogle  and 
Oonald  MacVonald.   ...     •   The  Star 

Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc.  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
has  recently  purchased  a  ib-foot  Diesel 

notor  yacht,  with  sleeping  accommoda- 
tions for  eight.  .  .  .  The  yacht  will  be 
used  for  sales  meetings  and  for  the  en- 
.ertainment  of  their  jobbers,  dealers  and 
salesmen.  .  .  .  It  is  now  being  built  at 
the  Annapolis  Yacht  Yard  on  the  eastern 
seaboard.  .  .  .  A  southern  trip  is  planned 
,or  the  maiden  voyage.  .  .  .  Star  dealers 
along  the  route  from  Annapolis  to  Miami 
mII  be  invited  aboard.  .  .  .  Later  the 
yacht  will  be  taken  to  St.  Louis. 
•         • 

ANEW  district  sales  office  at  221  W. 
18th  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  been 
jdded  to  the  field  organization  of  the  RCA 
engineering  products  dept.,  it  was  announced 
jy  T.  A.  Smith,  sales  manager.  .  .  .  The 
Kansas  City  office,  is  under  the  direction  of 
C.  M.  Lewis.  ...  e>  Charles  Perizzo  will 
e-open  the  Oconto  Theater,  Oconto,  W.s., 
as  soon  as  improvements  in  the  house,  which 
was  closed  during  the  war,  are  completed. 

•  Farber  Brothers  have  re-opened  the 
Princess  Theater,  Cullom,  III.  ...  •  In- 
.roducrion  of  a  new  RCA  film  projector, 
specially  designed  for  operation  with  a  tele- 
vision camera  and  facilitating  the  use  of 
newsreels,  short  film  subjects,  and  film  com- 
mercials for  low-cost  television  program- 
ming, is  announced  by  W.  W.  Watts,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  the  RCA  engineering 
oroducts  department.  .  .  .  Ronald  G.  Hading- 
iiam,  has  been  named  manager  of  Bell  & 
Howell,  professional  equipment  department, 
while  Ross  E.  Blake,  is  new  B  &  H  general 
production  manager. 

•         • 
rRED  MATTHEWS  of  Motiograph  re- 

*  ports  orders  on  hand  for  12  outdoor 
theaters,  the  orders  including  in-car 
speakers  for  delivery  by  April  30.  .  .  . 
The    company   manufacturing   facilities 


are  improving  and  Matthews  says  any 
model  sound  equipment  for  Drive-in  the- 
aters now  can  be  delivered  within  30 
days.  .  .  .  Projectors  will  take  from  60 
to  90  days.  ...  •  Lou  Harris,  main- 
tainence  director  of  Alliance  theater  cir- 
cuit, has  returnzd  to  Chicago  from  his 
winter  vacation  in  Florida.  ...  •  Work 
has  started  on  the  new  Universal  Ex- 
change, at  1215  S.  Michigan  Ave. . .  John 
W.  Fox  is  th?  new  Southern  district  man- 
ager for  the  Radiant  Manufacturing 
Corp.  e  « 

BEN.  L.  OGRON,  head  of  Ohio  Theater 
Supply  Co.,  closed  a  deal  with  Com- 
munity Circuit  to  install  Motiograph  booth 
equipment  in  the  Cedar-Lee  Theater,  Cleve- 
land. ...  •  Wade  M.  Carr,  Manley,  Inc. 
district  sales  manager  for  Ohio  and  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  has  installed  Manley  pop- 
corn machines  in  the  Bslmont,  Dayton,  and 
1  the  State,  Shelby.  ...  •  J.  Sanfleben  has 
leased  the  Moose  Lodge  building  in  Wyanet, 
III.  and  plans  to  convert  it  into  a  225-sear 
motion  picture  theater.  ...  •  In  Man- 
chester, N.  H.,  Lucien  Descoteaux,  owner 
of  the  Rex,  has  petitioned  zoning  authori- 
ties for  permission  to  erect  another  motion 
picture    theater    on    Massebesic    St.    .    .    . 

Cooley  Heads  DaLite  Screen 

Chicago — Chester  Cooley  has  been 
named  president  of  DaLite  Screen 
Co.,  Inc. 


Wis.  Marcus  Circuit 
Expands  Into  Iowa 


Marshalltown,  la.  —  The  Marcus 
Theaters  of  Wisconsin  have  leased 
the  Casino  and  Odeon  and  will  make 
the  houses  the  first  of  an  Iowa  chain 
which  will  have  local  headquarters. 
The  Marshalltown  houses  will  be 
operated  by  the  Casino  and  Odeon 
Theater  Corp.,  which  is  being  formed 
with  Ben  Marcus  as  president. 

The  Marcus  circuit  now  operates 
18  houses  in  Wisconsin. 

The  Casino  Theater  will  be  com- 
pletely remodeled  and  made  into  a 
first-run  house,  the  same  class  as 
the  Odeon  house.  The  Odeon  The- 
ater will  also  undergo  some  re- 
modeling. 

M.  C.  Roskopf  and  his  partner, 
Sam  Horwitz,  owners  of  the  two  the- 
ater buildings,  will  keep  their  prop- 
erty interests.  Horwitz  is  planning 
to  return  to  California  while  Roskopf 
said  he  would  spend  a  two-months 
vacation  out  of  the  state  and  then 
go  into  business  again. 


Gregg  Takes  Over  Flo 

Detroit — William  H.  Gref".  a  new- 
comer in  the  theater  business,  is 
taking  over  the  Flo  Theater  at  Nash- 
ville, from  W.  H.  Ledbetter.  House 
will  be  booked  by  General  Theater 
Service  of  Detroit. 
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Army  Buys  1 F500 
Nako  Projectors 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Gidwitz  declared,  noting  that  such 
speed  is  possible  because  of  Natco's 
facilities  for  fabrication  and  as- 
sembly. All  necessary  parts  and  ma- 
terials are  on  hand,  he  said. 

Award  of  the  contract  followed 
competitive  bids  and  extensive  tests 
by  Signal  Corps  technicians  at  Fort 
Monmouth,  N.  J.  Deal  calls  for  a 
standard  model  3019,  equipped  with 
a  750-watt  projection  lamp,  one 
speaker,  and  an  amplifier  with  a  25- 
watt  output.  Projector  is  similar  to 
equipment  used  by  the  Navy  during 
the  war,  but  it  incorporates  new  re- 
finements. Natco  was  formed  dur- 
ing the  war  to  manufacture  16  mm. 
projectors  for  the  Navy. 


RKO  Will  Build  New 
Marshalltown  Theater 


Des  Moines,  la.  —  Articles  of  in- 
corporation have  been  filed  here  for 
the  Marshalltown  Theater  Corp., 
listing  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  RKO 
Theaters  head,  as  president.  The 
company  plans  to  build  a  new  the- 
ater in  Marshalltown  to  replace 
house  that  recently  burned. 

Other  officers  listed  were  Sol 
Schwartz,  vice-president;  A.  W.  Daw- 
son, vice-president  and  treasurer, 
and  J.  Miller  Walker,  secretary.  Cap- 
ital stock  is  $10,000. 


New  RCA  Crystal  Probe 

Camden,  N.  J. — A  new  miniature 
crystal  rectifying  probe,  which 
adapts  the  RCA  Voltohmyst  and 
Chanalyst  for  circuit  testing  of  tele 
vision,  frequency  -  modulation,  and 
other  VHF  applications  within  the 
sensitivity  ranges  of  these  instru- 
ments, is  now  available. 


Quimby  Acquires  Site 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  —  Helen  M. 
Quimby  Realty  Co.  has  acquired  a 
large  tract  of  land  with  a  480-foot 
frontage  on  S.  Anthony  Blvd.,  ex- 
tended, in  line  with  the  recently  an- 
nounced program  of  Quimby  The- 
aters for  the  construction  of  six 
neighborhood  theaters  and  shopping 
centers. 


Reopen  La  Crosse  Strand 

La  Crosse,  Wis. — The  Swirnoff  and 
Marcus-LaCrosse  Theaters  partner- 
ship has  re-opened  the  Strand,  North- 
side  suburban  house,  which  has  been 
shuttered  two  years.  The  theater  has 
been  remodeled. 


Vendo  in  Alcoa  War  Plant 

Kansas  City — Vendo  Co.  has  moved 
into  the  war  plant  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  Aluminum  Co.  of  Amer- 
ica. 


DAILY 


Friday,  March  21,  19 


COnSTRUCTIOn   PROJECTS 


Davis  Forms  Concessionaire,  Inc. 

Kansas  City — Park  T.  Davis  and 
associates  have  formed  Concession- 
aire, Inc.,  to  install  vending  machines 
in  theaters  and  other  public  locations. 


ALABAMA 

Opeliko  —  Plans  announced  by  Judson  Scott, 
local  contractor,  calls  for  building  an  eight- 
story  hotel  with  the  ground  floor  to  be  used  for 
3  theater  and  several  stores.  Construction  is 
expected  to  begin  about  Jan.  1,  1948.  The 
theater  will  be  leased. 


FLORIDA 

Jacksonville — The  Surf,  a  1,000-seater,  will  be 
erected  as  soon  as  the  CPA  okays  same.  Con- 
struction will  be  of  concrete  blocks  and  brick, 
with  marble  facing  at  an  approximate  cost  of 
$175,000.  Theater  will  be  operated  by  the  Beach 
Theater,  Inc.  under  the  direction  of  W.  P. 
Honey. 

Miami — Downtown  section  will  have  another 
theater  to  be  erected  on  222  N  E  First  Ave.,  on 
rhe  old  Park  Theater  site,  according  to  Na- 
thaniel N.  Bernstein.  New  house  will  be  called 
the  Miami  Dixie. 

St.  Augustine — A  building  permit  has  been  is- 
sued to  Strupp  and  Nicol  for  a  movie  theater 
on  Washington   St. 

Bradenton — A  permit  for  the  construction  of 
i  Drive-In  theater  has  been  issued  to  J.  R. 
Gildersleeve  and  C  R.  Hanson. 


GEORGIA 

Montezuma — Construction  work  is  progressing 
->n  his  new  theater,  according  to  the  owner,  J. 
E.  Martin. 


INDIANA 

Syracuse — The  Wawasee  Auto  Drive-In  The- 
ater, the  600-car  project,  should  be  ready  about 
Vtay  IS,  and  will  cost  $50,000.  It  is  located 
)n   Road   13  South  of  here. 


IOWA 

Jesup — At  a  mass  meeting  the  citizens  agreed 
to  form  a  stock  company  and  sell  shares  in  a 
theater  they  anticipate  to  build  here.  Twenty- 
five   thousand   dollars   is   needed.      A   drive    wil 


Henderson,  VC  Sales  Rep. 

Cleveland,  O. — Harry  Henderson 
has  been  appointed  special  sales  rep. 
covering  the  Akron,  Canton  Massilon 
territory  by  Visual  Communications, 
regional  distributor  for  RCA  16  mm. 
sound  projectors,  RCA  inter-com- 
munication sound  system  and  also 
for  16  mm.  sound  films.  This  new 
affiliation  does  not  interfere  with 
Henderson's  present  pob  as  manag- 
ing director  of  the  Lorain  Fulton 
Theater  in  Cleveland. 


Purchases  Billings  State 

Billings,  Mo. — Buf  ord  L.  Lowrance, 
Army  vet,  has  purchased  the  State 
Theater  from  O.  F.  Bolinger,  who 
took  over  the  house  about  a  year 
ago.  Bolinger  also  recently  sold  his 
Pastime  Theater,  Marionville,  Kas., 
to  Marvin  of  St.  Louis. 


To  Improve  Fairfax  Crescent 

Fairfax,  Mo. — The  Crescent  The- 
ater has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donald  Fraser  of  Woodlake, 
Minn.,  from  Arthur  H.  Hackett,  who 
plans  to  retire  after  operating  the- 
aters here  since  1910.  The  new  own- 
ers plan  extensive  improvements. 


New  Fabrics  for  Theaters 

Sanford,  Me. — Products  resulting 
from  intensive  research  in  Goodall- 
Sanford's  laboratories  and  style  cen- 
ter here  include  a  new  line  of 
"blended  -  for  -  performance"  fabrics 
for  theater  seats. 


determine  how  many  shares  can  be  obtained  foi 
the    project. 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Boston — M  &  P  Theaters  Corp.  plans  for  the 
Olympia  Theater  on  Washington  St.  calls  for 
an  elaborate  extension  of  the  same  back  to 
Harrison  Ave.  and  the  inclusion  of  the  Pray 
property  adjacent.  Work  will  start  when  re- 
strictions are  removed  and  the  obtaining  of  the 
desired   materials. 


MISSOURI 

Miller — The  Star  Theater  is  to  be  moved  into 
new  quarters  in  the  Frank  Washam  Building  just 
as  soon  as  the  necessary  alterations  and  im- 
provements are  complete. 

Clinton — T.  J.  Ghosen  has  contracted  for  a 
new  theater  to  replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire 
a  few  months  ago.  It  will  be  a  stadium-type 
one,  with  an  estimated  cost  of  $30,000. 

Sarcoxie — Out-of-town  interests  plan  to  re- 
model a  structure  adjacent  to  the  City  Hall  as 
i  motion  picture  theater,  according  to  Harold 
Bort,  lessor. 


NEW  YORK 

Laurelton,  Queens,  L.  I. — Motion  picture  the- 
ater interests  plan  to  build  on  the  Northwest 
:orner  of  Merrick  Blvd.  and  234th  St.  with  a 
theater  seating  1,100.  The  building  will  contain 
several  stores.  Construction  starts  when  mater- 
ials are  available. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

New  Castle — Monessen  Amusement  Co.  plans 
For  the  erection  of  a  $350,000  theater,  a  block 
South  of  Public  Square  were  approved  by  the 
City  Council. 

TEXAS 

Ballinger — H.  Ford  Taylor's  new  630-seat  the- 
iter  will  replace  the  Ritz  destroyed  by  fire  last 
December.  Construction  has  already  been  started. 


Install  First  Sterilamp 

New  Britain,  Conn. — The  State  has 
become  the  first  theater  in  New  Eng- 
land to  protect  its  patrons  and  em- 
ployes with  Westinghouse  Starilamp 
Conditioning.  This  type  of  condition- 
ing radiates  ultra-violet  rays  that 
kill  bacteria,  viruses  and  mold  spores, 
thus  reducing  the  possibility  of  con- 
tagion. 


Comi  with  Cifre,  Inc. 

Boston — Ernest  J.  Comi,  formerly 
with  Massachusetts  Theater  Equip- 
ment Co.,  has  resigned  to  rejoin  Joe 
Cifre,  Inc.  as  general  manager.  They 
were  in  business  together  in  1924 
when  Joe  Cifre  started  the  United 
Theater  Equipment  Co.  Joe  Cifre, 
Inc.  has  quarters  at  44  Winchester  St. 


Donnells  Plan  Second  House 

St.  Jo.,  Tex. — Complete  new  sound 
and  projection  equipment  have  been 
installed  in  the  Texas  Theater,  owned 
and  operated  here  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  W.  Donnell.  The  Donnells  con- 
template using  the  old  equipment  in 
another  theater  they  plan  on  open- 
ing in  this  area  soon. 


Normangee  Yancey  Sold 

Normangee,  Tex.  —  L.  R.  Jones, 
formerly  of  Altus,  Okla.,  has  pur- 
chased the  Yancey  Theater  here 
from  Bob  Yancey. 


Champion  Gets  the  Biscoe 

Charlotte,  N.  C. — Roy  Champion 
has  taken  over  the  Biscoe  Theater  at 
Biscoe,  from  Jeff  Wilson. 


RCA  to  Detail  New 
6MM.  Equip.  Line 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
lined   by   A.   G.    Petrasek,    16   m 

equipment  sales  manager,  while  ] 
Jones,    promotional    manager,    v. 
present  dealer  merchandising  plai 
A  series  of  follow-up  meetings 
be  held  next  month  in   New  1 
Cleveland,  Chicago,  New  Orleans 
Los  Angeles. 


New  330-Seat  Stand  Set 
For  Maquoketa  Amuse. 


Maquoketa,  la.  —  The  Maquoke; 
Amusement  Co.,  operator  of  the  Pel 
time  Theater,  will  soon  open  a  sq 
ond    house    here.     House    will 
located  in  the  Masonic  building,  si 
of  the  old  Orpheum  Theater,  and  w 
seat  330  persons.    No  name  for  t 
theater    has    been    announced.     T  j 
Pastime   Theater   is   also   being  i 
modeled. 


Altec  Sets  Southern  Pacts 

Atlanta— H.  B.  Moog,  Altec's  di 
trict    manager,    announces    that  | 
service  contract  has  been  signed  wi 
Harvey  Fleischman  covering  his  n« 
Park  Theater  in  Tampa,  Fla. 

Other  new  contracts  recently  o  j 
tained  by  Atlanta  district  include  i.' 
following  theaters:  Center,  Gree 
ville,  Miss.;  Liberty,  Chicamaug  ■ 
Tenn.;  Park,  Cave  Springs,  Gj! 
Island,  Sicily  Island,  La.;  La! 
Arthur,  La.;  Wake,  Wake  Fore:! 
N.  C. 


Whitewoy  Plants  to  Move 

Chicago — The  Whiteway  Electi 
and  Sign  Maintenance  Works  is  mo 
ing  its  sign  plant  from  315  W.  We 
ton  St.  and  its  manufacturing  di\ 
sion  from  1850  W.  Fulton  St.  to  t". 
huge  new  plant  at  1518  Clybou 
Ave.  All  manufacturing  and  disti 
bution  will  be  located  at  the  ne 
"ilant  early  in  April. 


Rebuild  Syracuse  Pickwick 

Syracuse,  Ind. — The  650-seat  Pic 
wick  Theater,  damaged  by  fire,  h 
been  re-built  and  re-opened  by  AI 
ance  Theaters  Corp. 


Ghosen  Will  Remodel 

Clinton,  Mo.— J.  T.  Ghosen  of  S 
dalia  has  announced  a  $30,000  r 
modeling  program  for  his  theab 
here  which  was  destroyed  by  fire. 


Modernize  Toledo  State 

Cleveland  —  Ben  Ogron  of  Oh 
Theater  Supply  Co.,  modernized  Ca 
Schwind's  State~  Theater,  Toled 
with  post  war  AA  Motiograph  pr 
jectors  and  Gulisten  carpeting. 


FPC  Rebuilds  the  Algoma 

Toronto — FPC  has  re-opened  tl 
Algoma  Theater  at  Sault  Ste.  Mar 
following  a  complete  remodeling  jc 
which  was  made  necessary  by  a  d< 
structive  fire  late  last  Fall. 


Friday,  March  21,  1947 


EQl'!.     El  I    >I£W. 


CA  Victor  Names 
adesS,  Regional  Mgr. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ao  has  been  named  renewal  sales 
anager  of  the  RCA  tube  depart- 
ed at  Harrison,  N.  J.  Headquarters 
the  Southern  regional  office  are  in 
c^-iCitizens  and  Southern  Bank 
-}jing,  Atlanta,  Ga. 


Cambridge  Liberty,  Dark 
x  Five  Years,  Reopens 



Cambridge,  O.  —  Liberty  Theater, 
•rmerly  the  Ohio,  has  been  entirely 
^modeled  at  a  cost  of  approximately 

'  25,000   and   re-opened   by   Louis   J. 

;  elas  after  having  been  closed  dur- 
ig  the  ^ast  five  years.  All  new  RCA 
)und  and  projection  equipment  was 
is  tailed  by  the  Oliver  Theater  Sup- 
ly  Co.  under  the  supervision  of  H. 
[.  Fritchie,  manager. 

"ire  Chief  Explains  $10 
)etroit  Check-up  Charge 


Detroit — Criticism  of  the  $10  an- 
ual  charge  for  fire  inspection  of 
neaters  by  the  State  Fire  Marshal 
'as  answered  this  week  by  Arnold 
:.  Renner,  Chief  of  the  State  Fire 
•ureau,  in  a  statement  to  The  Film 
Jaily,  pointing  out  that  such  special 
ispection  is  required  by  law. 

Exhibitor  groups  in  recent  weeks 
.ave  voiced  some  criticism  of  the 
:ee,  on  the  ground  that  other  types 
f  business  do  not  have  to  pay  it. 
flowever,  Renner  pointed  out,  the 
epartment  is  required  by  law  to 
nake  at  least  two  inspections  per 
rear  of  every  theater  in  the  state, 
mder  a  law  passed  in  1913. 

Theaters  are  placed  under  special 
regulation  by  state  law,  with  annual 
inspection  required  of  only  one  type 
«f  industry — dry  cleaning  establish- 
nents.  Theaters,  however,  with  their 
notential  hazards  from  a  public 
fathering,  are  subjected  to  the  semi- 
mnual  inspections.  This  special  pub- 
ic safety  precaution  is  a  basic  rea- 
son for  the  nominal  annual  fee 
:harged. 


REUJ  THEATERS 


University  Theater  Opening 

Columbus,  O.  —  New  University 
Theater  of  the  Academy  Circuit  will 
open  house  Monday  with  inspection 
of  the  1,000-seat  house,  opposite  the 
Ohio  State  University  campus,  as 
the  only  item  on  the  program  Roger 
Garrett  is  manager. 


First  Athens,  Mich.  House 

Detroit — New  theater,  styled  the 
Swing,  will  be  opened  May  1  at 
Athens,  formerly  a  theaterless  town. 
House,  which  has  300  seats,  will  be 
booked  bv  General  Theater  Service 
of  Detroit,  through  Carl  W.  Buer- 
mele. 


CPA  Okays  Kahler  House 

Butler,  Mo.— Walter  H.  Kahler  has 
received  CPA  approval  for  a  new  mi- 
tion  picture  theater  buildine  here  to 
cost  about  $30,000.  He  is  expected 
to  award  construction  contracts  at 
an  early  date. 


Laubers'  Evansville  Plans 

Evansvil'e,  111. — A  motion  picture 
th?ater  will  be  installed  in  a  con- 
verted commercial  building  here  by 
Lloyd  and  William  A.  Lauber.  Later, 
when  construction  co^s  and  material 
prices  have  been  stabilized,  they  con- 
template erecting  a  new  theater 
building  on  a  site  owned  by  Lloyd 
Lauber. 


MPRF  Building  Clinic 
At  Its  Country  Home 

W<-st  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Construction  of  a 
rlinical  unit  which  will  more  than 
louble  the  size  of  the  hosnital  main- 
lined at  the  Motion  Picture  Country 
Home,  Woodland  Hills,  will  be 
started  immediately,  Jean  Hersholt, 
president  of  the  Motion  Picture  Re- 
ief  Fund,  announced.  Organization 
is  seeking  a  site  for  the  construction 
)f  a  rest  home  as  another  adjunct 
:o  the  Country  Home,  according  to 
Hersholt. 


Remodeling  the  Melrose 

Dallas  —  Remodeling  of  the  Mel- 
rose, one  of  Interstate's  Dallas 
suburbans,  is  under  way  and  the 
house  will  remain  closed  at  least  six 
weeks. 


Jessup  Rebuilding  Kansas 

Kansas,  111. — M.  W.  Jessup,  owner 
of  the  Kansas  Theater  destroyed  by 
fire,  has  let  the  contract  for  con- 
structing a  new  theater  building,  and 
he  hopes  to  re-open  for  business  in 
May  or  June. 


HedTick  Reopens  Homer 

Homer,  111.— The  Homer  Theater, 
recently  damaged  by  a  fire  that 
started  in  the  projection  booth,  has 
been  re-opened.  New  equipment  has 
been  installed.  Logan  Hedrick  is 
the  owner. 


New  Menlo  Park  Theater 

San  Francisco — Al  Laurice,  who  is 
part  owner  of  the  new  Park  Theater 
at  Menlo  Park,  is  managing  the 
house.  There  are  two  other  partners 
interested  financially,  one  of  whom 
is  Walter  G.  Preddy.  The  Park  seats 
over  760.  All  seating  was  installed 
by  American  Seating  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Opening  date  is  scheduled  for 
March  15. 

CPA  Okays  Park-In  Sign 

Springfield,  Mass.— The  CPA  has 
approved  an  application  for  construc- 
tion of  a  double-faced  glass  sign  for 
the  Riverside  Park-In  Theater, 
Agawam,  at  a  cost  of  $3,500. 


Cullom  Princess  Opens 

Cullom,  111. — The  new  Princess  was 
opened  here  by  George,  Lester  and 
Ray  Farber.  It  is  located  in  a  re- 
modeled commercial  building. 


Newmayers  Open  The  Breda 

Breda,  la.  —  The  new  Breda  The- 
ater, owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  J. 
Neumayer,  has  opened.    . 


Nixes  Open  in  Goree 

Goree,  Tex.  —  The  new  400-seat 
Goree  has  been  opened  here  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  Nix.  Nix  is  a 
coupty  commissioner. 


First  House  for  Lewiston 

Detroit  - —  Jack  Crawford,  a  new- 
comer in  the  exhibition  field  here, 
is  establishing  the  first  theater  in 
Lewiston,  Northern  Michigan  lum- 
bering and  resort  center,  in  the  Town 
Hall.  Spot  will  operate  two  nights  a 
week  at  present. 


Gandell  Will  Rebuild 

Uhrichsville,  O.— The  Strand  The- 
ater which  was  destroyed  by  fire  of 
unknown  origin,  will  be  rebuilt  im- 
mediately by  Irving  Gandell. 


New  Del  Rio  for  Riverbank 

San  Francisco — The  new  Del  Rio 
will  be  opened  in  Riverbank  by  Bill 
Peters,  owner  of  a  small  chain  in  this 
area.  National  Theater  Supply  Co. 
of  San  Francisco  is  equipping  the 
house  with  Standard  Super  Simplex 
projectors.  Sound  equipment  is  RCA. 


Eau  Claire  Hollywood  Bows 

Eau  Claire,  Wis. — Sheldon  Grengs 
has  opened  his  new  Hollywood  here. 
The  house  seats  944  on  the  main 
floor  and  plans  call  for  adding  a  bal- 
cony seating  325  later.  The  house 
reportedly  cost  $225,000. 


Hibbing  Lybba  Bows  In 

Hibbing,  Minn. — Edelstein  Amuse- 
ment Co.  has  opened  its  new  600-seat 
Lybba  Theater  here.  Minnesota 
Amusement  Co.  is  operating  the 
house  and  Vernol  Smith,  formerly 
assistant  manager  of  the  Norshor, 
Duluth,  has  been  named  manager. 


Anadarko  Redskin  Opens 

Anadarko,  Okla.  —  The  Redskin 
Theater  was  opened  here  by  Wesley 
Hodges.  Eight  murals  of  Indian 
background  painted  by  M.  M.  Bedo- 
kah,  Indian  painter,  feature  the  new 
900-seat  theater. 


MacGregor,  Zenith  V-P 

Chicago — Donald  MacGregor  was 
named  vice-president  in  charge  of 
production  for  the  Zenith  Corp. 


Night  Club  Into  Theater 

Miami  Beach  —  The  Beachcomber 
is  to  be  converted  into  a  1,000-seat 
theater  restaurant  by  covering  over 
the  patio.    Work  will  start  at  once. 


Heywood-Wakefield 
Plans  $2  Million  Loan 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
$2    million    10-year    loan    to    refund 
present  temporary  borrowings. 

The  loan  will  be  repayable  at  the 
rate  of  $100,000  every  six  months 
and  will  carry  an  average  interest 
rate  of  3.05  per  cent. 


$75,000  Remodeling  for 
Shea's  State,  Nashua 


Nashua,  N.  H.— M.  A.  Shea's  State 
Theater  has  closed  its  doors  for  com- 
plete remodeling,  to  cost  approx- 
imately $75,000.  William  Riseman 
Associates,  Inc.,  architectural  de- 
signers of  Boston,  are  in  charge  of 
the  project.  The  front  will  dispense 
with  the  usual  type  of  marquee.  A 
refreshment  bar  will  be  installed  for 
the  convenience  of  the  patrons.  The 
project  is  expected  to  be  completed 
by  April  15.  The  house  is  operated 
by  Jamestown  Amusement  Co.  of 
New  York,  of  which  E.  C.  Grainger 
is  president. 


B  &  H  Plant  To  Shutter 
While  Staff  Vacations 

Chicago — Bell  &  Howell  will  in- 
itiate a  new  policy  this  year  whereby 
the  company's  local  plants  and  offices 
will  be  closed  from  June  30  to  July 
13  while  the  whole  staff  vacations. 
Plan,  designed  to  maintain  complete 
production  facilities  over  the  longest 
possible  period,  was  the  result  of  a 
study  of  the  relationship  between 
staggered  departmental  vacations 
and  production  figures.  Branches  in 
New  York,  Washington  and  Holly- 
wood will  not  be  affected. 


Cemesto  Board  Used 
For  Wanee  Roof  Deck 


Kewanee,  111.— The  Wanee  Theate 
here,  built  by  Norton  Brothers,  con- 
tractors, made  use  of  the  newly  de- 
veloped Cemesto  board  of  the  Celo- 
tex  Corp.  for  the  roof  deck  of  the 
house.  New  material  is  said  to  be 
fire  proof  and  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion is  claimed  as  practically  nil. 


RCA's  Zworykin  Wins 
Howard  N.  Potts  Medal 


Theater  Candy  Joins  Association 
Chicago  —  Theater  Candy  Co.,  of  j 
Pittsburgh,  has  joined  the  National  | 
Association  of  Popcorn  Manufactur-  ; 
ers. 


Vladimir  K.  Zworykin,  director  of 
electronic  research  for  RCA,  has 
been  designated  a  winner  of  the  How- 
ard N.  Potts  medal  by  the  Franklin 
Institute.  Zworykin,  who  receives  the 
medal  for  his  inventions  of  the 
iconoscope  and  kinescope  which  are 
essential  to  modern  commercial  tele- 
vision, will  be  honored  at  the  Insti- 
tute's annual  Medal  Day  ceremonies 
in  Philadelphia  on  April  16. 


Portland  Theater  Burns 

Portland,  Ore.  —  Fire  did  $25,000 
damage  to  Leo  Palloy's  21st  Ave. 
Theater. 


He  holds  the  reins  on  sound  •  •  • 


•  As  a  skilled  horseman  controls 
a  horse  by  his  touch  on  the  reins 
.  .  .  now  light,  now  firm,  giving, 
taking — so  does  the  production 
sound  mixer  control  sound  .  .  . 
amplifying,  modulating  . .  .  corre- 
lating sound  with  action  in  proper 
perspective. 

In  this  day  when  the  reality  of 
sound  must  be  absolute,  the  mix- 
er's work  has  high  importance. 


His  knowledge  of  his  art  must  be 
complete,  his  skill  in  using  it 
great . . .  for  on  him  depends  much 
of  a  picture's  power  to  move  and 
hold  an  audience. 

And  the  mixer's  skill  is  en- 
hanced by  working  with  films 
which  assure  faithful  reproduc- 
tion of  sound  ...  a  quality  which 
is  so  well  provided  by  the  family 
of  Eastman  sound  films. 


EASTMAN    KODAK    COMPANY 


ROCHESTER    4.    N.    Y. 
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lUSTICe  KPT.  TO  OPPOSe  ALL  JTHV  PL€AS 

Many  Industry  Bills  Still  Before  Legislatures 


jrvey  Reveals  Array 
f  Formidable  Measures 
aced  by  the  Industry 

Vshington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — S  t  a  t  e  legislatures 
sw  meeting  have  before  them  a 
mg  list  of  tax,  censorship  and  other 
:strictive   measures   aimed   at   the 

otion  picture  industry,  a  survey  by 
HE  Film  Daily  reveals. 

Although  at  least  12  legislatures 
ive  adjourned  without  taking  ae- 
on on  such  restrictive  legislation, 
lose  remaining  in  session  have  be- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


lalaban  Named  UJA 
hairman  for  Films 


~ 


Appointment  of  Barney  Balaban, 
resident  of  Paramount,  to  the  na- 
onal   chairmanship    of   the    Motion 
"icture  Division 
if    the    United  m^ 
ewish    Appeal,* 
?as    announced 
*riday  by  Henry  1; 
lorgenthau,  Jr., p 
eneral  chairman  " 
f  the  drive.    Ba- 
aban   also   heads 
he    Metropolitan 
•eneral  campaign. 

A  national  com- 
nittee  to  develop 
he  maximum  co- 
peration    of   the 
ndustry   in   each 
f  the  local  UJA 
ommunity  drives     ...„„..,,..„ 
all    be    set    up,      BARNEY  BALABAN 
lalaban  stated,  and  he  will  visit  a 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Censorship  Measure 
Menace  in  Illinois 

Springfield,  III.  —  A  film  censor- 
ship measure  may  be  hoppered  in 
the  State  Legislature  shortly,  it  is 
learned,  although  there  is  little  time 
for  its  consideration  before  adjourn- 
ment day.  Legislature,  due  to  close 
shop  on  April  2,  thus  far  has  taken 
no  action  on  bills  affecting  motion 
pictures. 


Editorial 


Legislative  Liaison 

.  .  .  it  was  lacking  at  Albany 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


THE  more  you  delve  into  what  transpired  at  Albany  during  the  session  of  the  New  York 
■  State  Legislature  which  ad'ourned  last  week,  the  more  you  realize  that  there  was  a 
disturbing  lack  of  liaison  between  the  film  industry  and  the  State  Capitol. 

Measures  which  might  be  expected  to  receive  industry  support,  or  at  least  considera- 
tion, evidently  were  ignored,  and  others  which  should  have  been  strongly  opposed,  while 
in  the  formulative  stage  were  over-looked,  one  of  them — the  Wilson-Condon  advertising 
censorshio  measure — until  it  was  all  but  too  late.  It  took  fast,  efficient  action  by  the 
Eastern  Public  Information  Committee  and  its  newspaper  allies  to  kill  the  latter  by 
legislative  legerdemain  after  ir  had  been  placed  on  the  Governor's  desk  for  a  signature, 
viewed  as  certain. 

Early  in  the  legislative  session,  for  example,  there  were  amusement  tax  danger  signals 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Siritzky  to  Enter 
16  mm.  Distribution 


Siritzky  International  will  soon  en- 
ter the  16  mm.  distribution  field, 
veepee  Sam  Siritzky  announced  Fri- 
day at  a  cocktail  party  tendered  to 
Tino  Rossi  in  the  Mandarin  Suite 
of  the  Savoy-Plaza  Hotel. 

Siritzky  also  announced  that  he 
would  accompany  his  father,  Leon, 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Need  Block-Booking 
For  "B"  Pix-Col. 


Rank  Addresses  MPAA 
Waldorf  Dinner  May  8 


J.  Arthur  Rank  has  accepted  an 
invitation  to  speak  at  the  MPAA 
25th  anniversary  dinner  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, May  8,  Eric  A.  John- 
ston, president,  announced  Friday. 

Announcement  confirms  an  exclu- 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


In  a  supplemental  petition  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  filed  last  week, 
Columbia  indicated  that  it  may  be 
forced  to  abandon  the  production  of 
"B"  pictures  unless  the  block-book- 
ing and  competitive  bidding  provi- 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Arnold  Pressburger  Defers 
Pix  Production  in  France 


Much  as  he  would  like  to  produce 
a  picture  in  France,  he  won't  do  so 
for  some  time,  Arnold  Pressburger, 
director-producer,  told  the  industry 
press  Friday  upon  his  arrival  here 
aboard  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth. 

"Situation  is  so  uncertain,"  he 
added,  "you  get  a  budget  for  40 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


$  and  Nationalism  Block  Films 

Interest  in  U.  S.  Films  Holds  Up — Mayer 


Municipal  Admission  Tax 
Bill  Doomed  in  St.  Louis 


St.  Louis — The  legislation  commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Friday 
took  under  advisement  the  bill  to 
impose  a  five  ner  cent  sales  tax  on 
amusement  admissions  following  a 
hearing  at  which  no  one  appeared  in 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Shortage  of  dollar 
exchange  abroad  and  "resurgent 
nationalism"  are  the  chief  blocks  to 
flow  of  American  films  overseas, 
Gerald  M.  Mayer,  managing  director 
of  MPAA's  International  Division, 
reported  over  the  weekend. 

In  his  annual  report  to  President 
Eric  A.  Johnston,  Mayer  underscored 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Dept.  Has  No  Alternative 
Although  Decree  is  Felt 
Too  Weak  to  be  Effective 


By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington — Although  it  consid- 
ers the  relief  offered  in  the  New 
York  judgment  of  Dec.  31  ineffective, 
the  Department  of  Justice  will  op- 
pose any  stay  in  the  imposition  of 
the  terms  of  this  judgment,  it  was 
learned  here  Friday.  Petitions  for 
the  deferring  of  various  parts  of  the 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Yates  Will  Speak  at 
Three  Republic  Meets 

Herbert  J.  Yates,  Republic  presi- 
dent, will  address  a  series  of  three 
regional  sales  meetings  in  New  York, 


HERBERT  J.  YATES 


JAMES  R.  GRAINGER 


Chicago  and  Hollywood,  it  is  an- 
nounced by  James  R.  Grainger,  ex- 
ecutive vice-president  in  charge  of 
sales  and  distribution.  Edward  L. 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


"Best  Years"  Into 
40  Midwest  Houses 

Kansas  City  —  Forty  Kansas,  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa  houses  have  booked 
Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The  Best  Years 
of  Ojr  Lives"  frr  advanced  price- 
runs  starting  April  5,  it  is  learned. 
Llewelen  Miller,  Goldwyn  special 
representative,  is  here  preparing  for 
the  openings. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 


Am.    Seat 

Columbia    Picts 

Columbia  Picts.  pfd.. 

East.   Kodak  pfd 

Gen.   Prec.    Eq 

Loew's,    Inc 

Paramount       

RKO      

Republic    Pict 

20th  Century-Fox   . . . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Universal    Pict 

Universal    Pict.    pfd.. 
Warner    Bros 


H:gh 

18% 
19% 

86 

192'/2 
22i/2 
23i/2 
263/8 
14  V2 
75/s 
331/4 
41 
25 
85 
16 


Low 

183/4 

19 

86 

1921A. 
22 

22% 
251/4 
I4V4 
73/3 
331/t 
41 

241/2 
85 
155/8 


Close 

183/4 
191/2 

86 

1921/z 
221/2 
231/2 
263/8 
141/2 
75/8 
331/4 
41 
25 
85 
16 


Net 

Chg. 

—     V4 

+     'A 

+  2 


+  Vi 

+  Vi 

+  13/8 

+  1/4 

+  Vi 

+  lVc 

+  Vi 


—  1 


NEW  YORK  CURB  MARKET 


Monogram   Picts.    .  .  .      41/2       43'8 

RKO        4  37/5 

Sonotone    Corp 3T/g       3 

Technicolor      14%     14V, 

Trans-Lux      43/8       43/8 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Cinecolor        

Pathe        


41/2 
4 

31/s 
147/3 

4y8 

Bid 
6 
6 


+  u 

Asked 

63/8 
7 


First  Price  Cut  in  Albany 

Albany — Initial  scale  reduction  in 
the  area  went  into  effect  last  week 
when  J.  S.  Holt  cut  the  Colonial 
admission  orices  from  44  to  35  cents. 
Monday  through  Thursday.  Pri^e 
for  children  dropped  from  20  to  16 
cents  for  the  same  days. 


cominG  flno  Gome 


ERIC  A.  JOHNSTON,  MPAA  prexy,  left  Holly- 
wood yesterday  for  San  Francisco,  and  leaves 
Frisco  today  for  Washington,  D.  C. 

NORMAN  OLSEN,  DeVry  export  manager,  tias 
returned  to  Chicago  from  a  South-American 
trip. 

LENORE  COFFEE,  Paramount  writer,  accom- 
panied by  her  famMy,  sailed  for  London  at  the 
week-end    aboard    the    S.S.    Queen    Elizabeth. 

HARRY  H.  GILLIELAND,  director  of  the 
Panama   Canal   Zone   Clubhouses,   is   in  town. 

NORTON  V.  RITCHEY,  president  of  Mono- 
gram International,  is  due  back  from  Chicago 
today. 

E.  ALLAN  WILLIFORD,  vice-president  of  G-n- 
=ral  Aniline  &  Film  Corp.  in  charge  of  the 
Ansco  film  and  camera  d'v'sion,  sa;led  Satur- 
day on  the  S.S.  Queen  El'zabeth  to  visit  Eng- 
'and.  France,  Germanv  and  Sw'tzerland.  DAVID 
B.  DYCHE,  vice-president  and  treasurer  of  Gen- 
eral   Aniline,    accompanies   him. 

ZELVA  BROOKOV.  of  Warners'  Eastern  talent 
department,   is   in   Palm    Beach   for  a  week. 

MORT  BLUMENSTOCK,  vice-pres.  in  charge 
of  advert'sing  and  publicity  for  Warners,  re- 
turns  to   New   York   from   the  Coast  today. 

JACK  H.  LEVIN,  vice-president  and  genera' 
manager  of  Confidential  Reports,  has  returned 
'rom  Cleveland  where  *>e  m=t  with  CR  execu- 
tive  personnel   of  the   Great   Lakes   territory. 

LEO  J.  McCA^THY,  vice-rres^ent  and  gen- 
-ral  maiogT  of  American  Eagle  F''ms,  is  ir 
D'nv=r  after  conferring  with  President  San- 
Howard    on    the    Coast. 

J.  J.  DONOHUE.  Paramount's  Central  div^in- 
'a|ec  ma""q*r,  returned  to  New  York  from  Dal- 
las  Saturdav. 

C.  J.  FELD^AN.  Univ«al-lnt'l  W"tern  di- 
vision sale«  manaa'r,  w'll  r-t'rn  today  afte- 
several    weeks    on    the    West   Coast. 

PHIL  PCIS"AN.  RKO's  v»c-»»e  in  charge  0' 
for^'an  distribution,  flew  to  Mexico  City  yes- 
terday. 

1477  Theaters:  Operating 
In  Japan,  MPEA  Hears 


An  increase  of  340  theaters  oper- 
ating in  Janan  since  Jan.  1,  1946. 
brings  the  total  to  1,477,  according 
t">  a  survey  reported  to  the  Motion 
Picture  Export  Association  by  its 
Tokyo  office.  Two-thirds  of  the  new 
operations  are  repaired  and  recon- 
structed theaters,  wlv'le  the  balance 
renresent  new  construction. 

Despite  reconstruction  activity 
'he  number  of  theaters  onerating  in 
Japan  is  300  less  than  the  pre-war 
""otal  of  1,900  and,  on  the  basis  of 
Japan's  73,000,000  population,  there 
is  only  one  film  house  for  every  47,- 
000  people. 

Overcrowding  in  Japan's  theaters 
is  said  to  be  one  of  the  reasons  per- 
mission was  given  last  week  to  raise 
first-run  price  from  five  to  10  yen  in 
:he  Tokyo  area.  At  the  same  time, 
:he  ceiling  on  second-run  admis- 
sions was  lifted  to  a  maximum  of 
lve  yen. 


Did  You  Know   That  Our 

SCREENING  ROOM 

is  once  more  available  for 
your  use?  Modern  .  .  .  air- 
conditioned  .  .  .  R.C.A. 
H:gh  Fidelity  Sound  and 
Simplex     Projectors    .     .     . 

Can   We   "Show"   You? 
Call:  Circle  6-0081-2-3-4 
Film  Strraac  and  Service 

BONDED 

FILM  STORAGE  Co.,  Inc. 
i^'n  f»fi*fiw*v.  w   v   n 


VERN  CALDWELL,  national  director  of  pub- 
licity for  Walt  Disney  Productions,  returned  to 
Hollywood   over  the  week-end. 

TOM  GRIES,  ex-Variety  staffer,  and  his  wife 
start  on  their  auto  trek  to  Hollywood  where 
Tom    assumes   a    new    post. 

RUDY  BERGER,  M-G-M  Southern  sales  mana- 
ger, returned  to  his  New  Orleans  HQ  over  the 
week-end,  after  a  tour  of  branches  in  his  ter- 
ritory. LEONARD  HIRSCH,  his  assistant  at  the 
home  office,  is   back  in  town. 

CHARLES  E.  KESSNICH,  M-G-M  district  man- 
ager  in    Atlanta,    is   vacationing    in    Miami. 

JANE  GREER.  TIM  HOLT,  BILLY  HOUSE, 
MADGE  MEREDITH,  MARTHA  HYERS,  and  JACK 
PEAR  arrive  in  Liberal,  Kansas,  today  for  the 
world  premiere  of  RKO's  "Trail  Street"  in  which 
they  all   appear. 

EDMUND  GWENN,  who  appears  in  M-G-M's 
"Green  Dolphin  Street,"  is  here  from  the 
Coast. 

CARL-FREDERIK  NELSON,  director-camera- 
man, flies  to  Mex:co  C'ty  today  to  study 
film   production   facilities    there. 

MacKINLAY  KANTOR  goes  to  Hollywood  early 
next  month  to  confer  with  the  King  Brothe'S, 
on  their  forthcoming  "Gun  Crazy,"  an  original 
-.tory  by  Kantor. 

DAVE  WALLERSTEIN,  ELMER  UPTON  and 
^RTHUR  GOLDBERG,  Great  States  Circuit  legal 
lept.  chief,  have  returned  to  Chicago  from  an- 
lual    meeting   held    in    Quincy,   III. 


^ilms  in  Leading  Role 
fit  UNESCO  Conference 


Philadelphia  —  With  morion  pic- 
tures expected  to  play  a  leading  role 
in  discussions,  the  national  confer- 
ence on  UNESCO  opens  here  today 
'or  a  three  day  session.  The  meet- 
ng,  described  by  Acting  Secretary 
">f  State  Dean  Acheson  as  the  "most 
comprehensive  list  of  organizations 
3ver  brought  together  to  consult  on 
oroblems  of  world  peace,"  will  be 
made  up  of  delegates  from  films, 
radio,  press,  farm  groups,  labor 
unions  and  other  groups. 

More  than  1,000  delegates  repre- 
senting more  than  500  organizations 
are  expected  to  attend.  Donald  Nel- 
son, SIMPP  president,  is  expected  to 
address  the  group.  Representing 
MPAA  are  Kenneth  Clark,  Edward 
L.  Roddan  and  Roger  Albright.  The 
latter  will  participate  in  a  panel  dis- 
cussion on  films  tomorrow. 


Mo 

"PREVIEW  ROOm" 

.   .   .   will   really   SELL   your  picture. 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  for  35MM,  16MM, 
and  Slide  Projection. 
COCKTAIL  parties,  luncheons  and 
dinners  served  in  this  versatile  room 
— setting  a  gay  mood  for  a  favor- 
able reaction  to  your  film. 

Aside  to  Phil  M.  Daly: 

"Trade  showings  here  with  delectable 
vittles  DON'T  cost  anything  like  $15.00 
per  head." 

Good  Attendance  Guaranteed 

MADISON     AVENUE     at     54th     St. 

New  York,   N.  Y. 
Tel.:   PL.    5-3400       PAUL    GREEN,    Mgr. 


Broder  Seeks  Sales  Mgr 
New  York  Headquarters 

Broder  American  Releasing  C 
seeks  a  national  sales  manager 
a  New  York  office  staff,  Paul  Bro 
president,  said  Friday  on  his  ret 
from  Detroit.  Although  the  firm 
been  unable  to  locate  suitable  o 
space,  plans  are  going  forward 
set  up  a  national  distribution  org 
ization  for  the  40  UA  re-issues 
cently  acquired,  he  stated. 

Story  Analysts  Quit  CSU 

Hollywood — Screen  Story  Anai 
Guild  has  voted  to  withdraw  fi 
CSU  and  will  seek  to  open  nego 
tions  with  Producers  immediately 


IS.  Y.  THEATER! 


RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL 

K(*-k»tel!r.     1   .tit.. 

RONALD   COLMAN  in 

"THE  LATE  CEORGE  APLEY" 

introducing  PEGGY  CUMMINS 

A  20th    Century-Fox    Picture 

THE   MUSIC    HALL'S 

GREAT   EASTER  STAGE  SHOW 


SB 


Laraine  DAY  •  Brian  AHERNE 
Robert  MITCHUMGene  RAYMONC 

J  AN  RKO  RADII 
PICTURE 


THE  LOCKET 


lHH?    ON  SCREEN 
HUMPHREY 

BOGART 

LIZABETH  SCOn 

'DEAD 
RECKONING' 


IN  PERSON 

GENESHELDON 

Extra  I 

'SONGWRITERS 
ON  PARADE' 

Plus  OTHERS 


BLAZE 

of 

NOON 

R  I  V  O  L  I   Broadway  at  49th  St. 


BOB  HOPE 
DOROTHY  L4MOUR 


&4&/iAfO(/A/r 


The  Academy  Award  Picture! 

Winner  of  Nine  Academy  Awards! 


i  THE  BEST  YEARS  OF 

«k  OUR  LIVES' 


.   •  ~ 


"IT'S  HAPPIER  THAN  HEAVEN.JHE  HIT  OF '47!" 
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Lesser  Resigns  As 
Roxy  Associate  Mgr. 


Resignation  of  Irving  M.  Lesser, 

associate    general    manager    of    the 

Roxy  Theater,  effective  April  8,  was 

announced    Fri- 

-  ;>    day.  Lesser  leaves 

V  for  Hollywood 

shortly  where  he 

will  announce  his 

future  plans. 

It  is  understood 
\  that  the  post  Les- 
ser  is   vacating 
will  not  be  filled, 
the    duties    being 
I  o  t  h  e  rwise  ab- 
sorbed. A.  J.  Ba- 
laban    is    the 
Roxy's  managing 
director    under   a 
lnew   term   con- 
tract recently  an- 
nounced. 

Rated  one  of  the  ablest  theater  op- 
erators in  the  East  and  long  identi- 
fied as  one  of  the  industry's  most 
active  showmen,  Lesser  was  a  lead- 
ing exhibitor  participant  in  war  ac- 
tivities and  civic  projects.  He  was 
area  chairman  for  a  number  of  War 
Loan  drives,  Red  Cross  pleas,  March 
of  Dimes  campaigns  and  other  in- 
dustry-backed enterprises. 


IRVING  M.  LESSER 


Balaban  Named  UJA 
Chairman  for  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

number  of  cities  in  order  to  stimu- 
late the  greatest  local  effort. 

UJA  goal  this  year  is  $170,000,000, 
the  largest  quota  for  any  philan- 
thropy of  its  kind  in  history.  Last 
year  the  national  quota  was  $100,- 
000,000  and  an  extra  $5,000,000  was 
raised.  Industry  committees  raised 
almost  $2,000,000  in  Hollywood  and 
New  York,  not  including  substantial 
sums  contributed  from  the  field. 


Para,  to  Enter  "Own" 

Paramount's  "To  Each  His  Own," 
has  been  selected  as  the  company's 
entry  in  the  International  Film  Fes- 
tival to  be  held  in  Brussels  in  June, 
according  to  word  cabled  to  Para- 
mount by  John  B.  Nathan,  European 
manager,  in  Paris. 

Kolitz  Testimonial  Tonight 

Cleveland  —  Al  Kolitz,,  recently 
promoted  to  Rocky  Mountain  division 
manager  for  RKO,  will  be  guest  of 
honor  tonight  at  a  testimonial  ban- 
quet in  the  Statler  Hotel.  Kolitz' 
new  headquarters  will  be  in  Denver. 

*■>  ** 
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Juanita  Alvarez      Maurice  Schweitzer 
Leu  Andrews  Tessa  Brind 

Richard  Conrs 


Monday  Morning  Memos 

•  •      •     CUFF   NOTES:    SRO  is   reported  considering   a  saturation 

day-and-date  policy  for  "Duel  in  the  Sun" Adoption  may  hinge  on 

the  ability  of  SRO  to  obtain  upwards  oi  200  Technicolor  prints.  .  .  . 

•  The  ATO  oi  Indiana  credits  defeat  of  the  State's  anti-Ascap  bill  to 
pressure  exerted  by  the  Indianapolis  Symphony  Ork.  and  its  spon- 
sors   According  to  the  ATO.  the  irony  of  the  situation  is  that  very 

little  music  used  by  the  Symphony  is  controlled  by  Ascap.  ...  •  Three 
female  Costa  Ricans  are  due  here  early  this  week  in  connection  with 

20th-Fox's  "Carnival  in  Costa  Rica" A  four  week  tour  is  in  store 

for   them Jules  Fie'.ds  of  the  H.  O.  publicity  staff  went  to  New 

Orleans  to  greet  and  escort  the  trio  here.  ...  •  National  Allied's 
latest  bulletin  is  captioned.   "Competitive  Bidding  is  being  discredited 

before  the  Decree  becomes  effective" Page  the  optimist  who  thinks 

that  the  decree,  if  upheld  by  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  will  be  the  last 
word  insofar  as  litigation  is  concerned!  !  !  !  •  Phil  M.  Daly's  Order 
of  Applause  (with  Two  Palms)  today  goes  to  Billy  Rose  and  the  Missus, 
Eleanor  Holm,  who  will  bring  over  25  orphans  from  Europe's  DP  camps 
and  rear  them  here.  ...  •  If  Roy  Del  Ruth  can  swing  it,  Gil  Dodds, 
Boston's  famous  Flying  Parson,  will  make  his  film  bow  in  Allied  Artists' 
"Mr.  Gideon."  ...  •  Magazine  Digest  today  will  present  its  Merit 
Award  to  Air  France  at  a  luncheon  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria.  ...  •  The 
Federation  of  the  Handicapped's  special  gift  committee  for  the  drive 
coming  up  will  be  headed  by  Herbert  Marshall.  ...  •  Didja  know  that 
Jack  Votion  RKO  Radio  Hollywood's  studio  rep.  in  Europe,  who  arrived 
on  the  S.  S  Queen  E  izabeth  Friday,  has  been  invested  with  the  insignia 
of  an  Officer  of  the  Order  of  the  British  Empire?  ...  •  Gabriel  Pascal  will 
send  "The  Devil's   Disciple"  into  production  on  the  Coast  with  Gary 

Cooper  starring,  on  Aug.  1 Judging  from  what  Phil  M.  hears  from 

the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Pascal-Pickford-Cowan  deal  for  the 
production    of    Geore    Bernard    Shaw's    play    is    slightly    nebulous    as 

regards  numbers  are  concerned Whether  Pascal  will  make  one, 

three,  or  six  pictures  depends  upon  what  Shaw  has  to  say 

▼  ▼  V 

•  •  •  THIS  W  THAT:  Capt.  Harold  Auten  of  the  I.  Arthur  Rank 
Organization  will  be  honor  guest  at  a  "Henry  V"  birthday  party  tomor- 
row night  at  "21."  with  UA's  Grad  Sears  and  Paul  Lazarus.  Jr„  host- 
ing. ...  •  Metro  will  distribute  Herbert  Wilcox's  latest  Anna  Neagle 
British  vehicle,  "Piccadilly  Incident,"  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada.       .  . 

•  The  Para-Troupers  "by  popular  demand"  will  repeat  their  presenta- 
tion of  "Night  of  January  16"  at  the  Barbizon  Plaza  Friday  night.  .  .  . 

•  Didja  know  that  Pathe  of  France  has  inked  deal  to  build  a  theater 
on  the   empty  lot  behind   Bergdori-Goodman  at  58th  and  Fifth?  .  .  . 

•  Talk  about  Lady  Luck  smiling! With  UA  releasing  the  Edward 

G.  Robinson  picture.  "The  Red  House."  London  papers  on  March  12 
front-paged  a  story  on  how  Princess  Galitzine  had  been  rescued  from 
her  home.  The  Red  House,  in  Waresley.  Hunts,  when  fire  broke  out.  .     . 

T  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     ODDS  TJ'  ENDS:  Moe  Sanders,  20th-Fox  sales  supervisor 

for  N'York  and  Brooklyn,  will  be  taking  it  easy  for  six  months 

Doctor's  orders. ...  •  Daylight  saving  starts  April  27. . .  •  Seymour 
Mayer.  Loew  Intl  16  mm.  sales  chief,  regards  Latin-American  provincial 
areas   as   the   most    fertile   field   for  narrow   gauge    operations.    .    .    . 

•  Twentieth-Fox  will  screen-test  Jan  Murray  of  the  Vanity  Fair's 
show.  ...  •  Boyd  Raeburn,  the  Vanity  Fair's  bandleader,  is  working 
on  shooting  script  for  his  Columbia  pic.  .    .     •  If  you're  weary  of  taxes 

and  more  taxes,  you  might  consider  moving  to  Jackson  County,  111 

The  County  has  no  debt  and  so  there'll  be  no  levy  for  general   tax 

purposes.  ...     •  Or  you  might  consider  Durham,  N.  H Arthur 

Stewart,  manager  of  the  Franklin  there,  is  the  town's  tax  collector  as  well 
as  town  clerk,  and  he  certainly  should  be  sympathetic 


Red  Cross  Subject 
Near  100%  Booking: 

"Call  to  Action!,"  official  1947  P 
Cross  short  is  rapidly  approach) 
the  100  per  cent  booking  level 
most  exchange  areas,  Peter  G.  Le~ 
thes,  assistant  to  Tom  Connors,  i 
tiorial  chairman  of  the  ind^tr 
distribution  committee,  said  I 

Indie  as  well  as  circuit  theater  m 
reported  as  giving  the  Red  Cr< 
campaign  solid  support. 

Some  3,000  prints  of  the  sub| 
are  in  circulation  and  are  solii 
booked  in  all  exchanges  handling  1 
reel.  Everv  operating  theater  in  t 
New  York  area  will  play  the  p 
ture,  it  was  said. 


Rank  Address  MPAA 
Waldorf  Dinner  May  8 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
sive  story  in  The  Film  Daily 
March  18. 

Dinner  is    being   sponsored   by 
committee     comprising     Spyros 
Skouras,  Ned  E.  Depinet,  Jack  Col- 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Claude  Lee,  Jo 
J.    O'Connor,    Harry    Goldberg    a  I 
Herman  Robbins.    A  staff  committ 
on  arrangements,  headed  by  Franc  ] 
S.  Harmon,  MPAA  vice-president,  i 
eludes   Arthur  H.   DeBra,   Fred   V 
DuVall,     David     Palfreyman,     T  I 
Smith,    Glen    Allvine,    Dorothea 
Lutjens  and  Dena  Alexander. 


ATOI  Urges  Exhibs.  Repo 
Irregular  Sales  Practices  j 

Indianapolis  —  Associated  Theat  I 
Owners  of  Indiana,  through  its  bv  I 
letin,  Theater  Facts,  is  urging  e: 
hibitors  to  notify  the  office  of  ar 
irregular  selling  practices.  AT( 
feels  that  most  disputes  are  mere, 
the  word  of  an  exhibitor  against  th: 
of  a  distributor  but  that  the  woi 
of  a  number  of  exhibitors  should  ou 
weigh  claims  made  by  an  exchang 

Exhib.  group  reports  that  con 
plaints  continue  to  come  into  iv 
office  that  salesmen  and  managers  ai 
not  adhering  to  the  decree  in  the  ft 
Y.  equity  suit,  and  plans  to  file  ; 
report  with  the  New  York  Distric1 
Court  and  the  Department  of  Ju: 
tice,  naming  the  alleged  offenders. 


SICK  LIST 


BETTY  BERNDT,  M-G-M  contract  hea; 
at  Omaha,  is  recovering  at  her  home  i 
Spaulding,   Neb.,   f.llowing  an   operation. 

JOHN  C.  EDING,  Aurelia,  la.,  exhibit-©- 
is  recovering  from  a  heart  attack. 

OSCAR  HANSON,  indie  booker  in  th, 
O.naha  territory,  has  returned  to  his  of 
fice  after  a  month's  illness. 

DOROTHY  LABOUR  entered  Cedars  o 
Lebanon  Hospital  Friday  for  the  rem  va 
of  her  tonsils  and  will  rest  for  severa 
weeks. 


Monday,  March  24, 1947 


V'A  DAILY 


fates  Will  Speak  at 
Three  Republic  Meets 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Walton,  assistant  general  sales  man- 
ager and  Western  division  manager; 
Walter  L.  Titus,  Jr.,  Southern  divi- 
sion manager,  and  James  V.  O'Gara, 
E-)L.  rn  division  manager,  will  be 
■  pi-=nt  at  all  the  meetings. 

Initial  conference  is  to  be  held  at 
the  New  York  Athletic  Club  April 
2-3.  Eastern  district  manager  Max- 
well Gillis  will  head  a  contingent 
including  branch  managers  William 
P.  Murphy,  New  York;  Joseph  Engel, 
.Philadelphia  and  Jake  Flax,  Wash- 
ington. New  England  district  man 
ager  Frank  Dervin  will  head  a  group 
including  branch  managers  Herbert 
Schaefer,  Boston;  Arthur  Newman, 
Albany;  Leon  A.  Herman.  Buffalo, 
and  Jerome  Lewis,  New  Haven.  Sam 
Seplowin,  Central  district  manager, 
will  head  a  group  including  branch 
managers  Irwin  H.  Pollard,  Detroit; 
Norman  Levin,  Cleveland;  George  H. 
.  Kirby,  Cincinnati,  and  William  Feld, 
Pittsburgh. 

This  session  will  also  be  attended 
by  home  office  executives. 

Second  meeting  will  be  held  April 
1 8-9,   at   the   Hotel   Blackstone,   Chi- 
cago. Conference  will  be  attended  by 
Southern    district    manager   Merritt 
Davis  and  branch  managers  James 
.  Hobbs,  Atlanta;  J.  H.  Dillon,  Char- 
lotte; Leo  V.  Seicshnaydre,  New  Or- 
leans,   and    Harold    Laird,    Tampa. 
Norman  J.  Colquhoun,  Southwestern 
district  manager,  will  head  a  group 
I  of     branch     managers,     including 
'Thomas    Kirk,    Dallas;    Nat    Wyse, 
Memphis,  and  David  Hunt,  Oklahoma 
City.    Prairie  district  manager  Nat 
i  E.  Steinberg  will  head  a  contingent 
i  including    branch    managers    J.    J. 
;  Houlihan,   St.   Louis;    Dave   Nelson, 
Des    Moines;     Robert    F.    Withers, 
Kansas    City,    and    Harry   Lefholtz, 
:  Omaha. 

i      Representation  from  the  Midwest- 
1  em  district  will  be   headed  by  dis- 
trict   manager    Will     Baker,    with 
j  branch  managers  E.  H.  Brauer,  In- 
:  dianapolis;  Jack  Frackman,  Milwau- 
kee, and  Joseph  Loeffler,  Minneapolis, 
I  present.  Carl  Ponedel,  Mexico  branch 
manager,  will  also  attend  the   Chi- 
cago meetings. 
The  third  meeting  is  slated  for  the 


Kid  Attendance  Drop 
Due  To  Pix  Topics 

Kansas  City  —  Too  many  who- 
dunits and  psychological  films  are 
blamed  by  Kansas  members  of  the 
Kansas-Missouri  Theaters  Assn.  for  a 
decided  slump  in  child  attendance 
during  the  last  five  months.  Homer 
Strowig,  president,  and  C.  E.  "Doc" 
Cook,  director,  reported  that  exhibi- 
tors attending  regi  nal  meetings  held 
during  the  last  seven  days  at  Wichi- 
ta, Dodge  City,  Wakeeney  and  In- 
dependence, Kans.,  complained  par- 
ents were  keeping  their  children 
home  from  the  theaters  because  of 
the  type  of  product  being  shown. 


Legislative  Liaison 

.  .  .  it  was  lacking  at  Albany 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

flying  on  Capitol  Hill.  The  session  was  about  three  weeks  old  when  a  measure  providing 
ror  a  state-coiiectcd  sales  tax,  proceeds  to  be  returned  to  tne  counties  and  cities,  wus 
introduced  in  tne  lower  cnamoer  by  Assembiyman  C.  i.  Forsythe  ot  Onondaga.  An  ex- 
change or  correspondence  estabiisned  that.  .  .  . 

'We  are  nor  proposing  ar  the  minute  a  sales  tax  on  theater  admissions.  We  are  leav- 
ing tnat  to  tne  rtaerai  uovernment." 

o 

SUBSEQUENTLY,  in  early  February,  tne  Montt  bill  was  intriduced  in  the  Assembly 
as  tne  tirst  ot  the  specific  admissions  tax  measures.  It  would  have  permitted  the  im- 
position ot  a  New  York  Lity  .admissions  tax  on  tickets  priced  $1  or  more,  proceeds  to  be 
used  ror  city  transport  purposes. 

I  ne  O  uwyer  aomims. ration  already  was  on  record  as  opposed  to  additional  city  levies, 
and  indeed,  as  long  ago  as  Marcn,  i9-t6  had  cnanged  its  mind  about  a  city  admissions 
•mpost.    (In  rebruary,  1 9 . 6 ,  O  uwyer  originally  had  ravored  a  5  per  cent  ticnet  tax). 

our  if  nor  a  threat  in  itseit,  tne  Montt  diii  was  a  sizeable  straw  in  tne  wind. 

So,  too,  were  tne  reports  tnen  current  tnat  tne  N.  Y.  State  Mayors  Conterence  com- 
mittee was  drarting  a  tax  program  wnich  would  inciude  an  admission  levy  provision. 

On  Feb.  2u,  the  riammond  but  embodying  tne  Conterence  tax  program  was  hoppered  in 
Albany.  It  wouid  ha«e  autnonzed  municipalities  to  enact  local  sales  tax  laws,  with  ad- 
missions specifically  included  in  the  scope. 

On  Feb.  2o,  a  well  informed  legislator  wrote  to  this  column: 

"You  and  I  have  had  some  correspondence  on  the  saies  tax.  You  fellows  will  wish 
sometime  in  the  future  that  the  sales  tax  (the  Forsythe  measure)  had  gone  through  be- 
cause of  tne  tremendous  tax  the  (state)  government  is  going  to  place  on  what  tney  call 
.uxunes.  1  ou  can  say  all  you  want  about  multiple  taxation  but  it  is  going  to  be  hard  to 
escape." 

o 

ON  Feb.  27,  THE  FILM  DAILY  broke  the  exclusive  story  that  the  Governor's  Education 
Advisory  Committee  was  contemplating  a  state  admissions  tax. 

On  Feb.  28,  THE  FILM  DAILY,  through  the  medium  of  an  editorial,  disclosed  for  the 
first  time  that  the  Dewey  program,  as  an  alternative,  was  contemplating  county  admis- 
sions taxes. 

On  March  5,  the  Dewey  program  was  sent  to  the  Legislature;  it  recommended  county 
admissions  levies,  among  others,  with  the  added  proviso  that  should  the  counties  in  which 
•  ne  state's  six  largest  cities  are  located  not  avail  themselves  of  the  permissive  ticket 
rax,  the  cities  themselves  might  take  over. 

On  March  13,  the  Burney  bill,  a  party  measure,  passed  both  the  Senate  and  the  As- 
sembly and  thus  went  to  Governor  Dewey  for  his  assured  signature. 

It  is  true  that  exhibitor  organizations  and  theater  circuits  registered  their  opposition 
to  the  Dewey  program,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  fight  was  begun  too  late. 

It  is  obvious  that  insofar  as  the  industry  at  large  is  concerned  it  was  unaware  of 
what  the  Governor's  advisory  committee  had  in  mind  until  THE  FILM  DAILY'S  Albany 
story  and  subsequent  editorial  appeared  in  print. 

The  conclusions  to  be  drawn,  too,  are  obvious. 

o 

TO  revert  for  a  moment  to  the  Wilson -Condon  bill,  as  dangerous  a  piece  of  industry 
■  legislation  as  has  appeared  in  many  years.  A  sampling  indicates  that  members  of  the 
Legislature  while  the  measure  was  pending  received  no  letters  opposing  its  passage; 
there  was,  apparently,  one  favcring  it  sent  to  legislators;  that  letter  originated  with  a 
religious  organization. 

The  industry  can  thank  its  lucky  stars  that  it  had  an  energetic  and  effective  Public 
Information  Committee  on  the  job. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  some  measures  pending  at  Albany  which  might  have  been 
sxplored  by  the  industry  with  a  view  to  possible  support.  One  was  the  Moritt  Senate  bill 
rto.  1397.  It  provided  that  in  the  event  any  entertainment  has  been  branded  indecent  or 
immoral,  a  trial  by  jury  within  10  days  after  the  issue  arises  should  decide  the  case.  Its 
target  was  arbitrary  censorship  by  the  license  commissioner.  Another  was  the  Mitchell 
Senate  bill  which  would  have  exempted  the  owner  or  lessee  of  a  theater  from  prosecu- 
tion under  the  penal  law  for  an  indecent  or  obscene  show. 

The  Moritt  bill  has  been  introduced  the  last  three  years  in  which  interval,  according  to 
the  Senator,  no  one  in  the  film  industry  evinced  interest  in  his  fight  against  arbitrary 
censorship. 
Why? 


week  of  April  14  at  the  company's 
North  Hollywood  Studio.  Western 
district  manager  Earl  R.  Collins  will 
head  a  group  of  branch  managers,  in- 
cluding Ralph  Carmichael,  Los  An- 
geles; S.  C.  Martenstein,  San  Fran- 
cisco; Gene  Gerbase,  Denver;  George 
Mitchell,  Portland;  Thomas  Mc- 
Mahon,  Salt  Lake  City,  and  Paul 
McElhinney,  Seattle. 


F-45  Dance  on  May  24 

Chicago — Film  Exchange  Em- 
ployees Union,  Local  F-45,  IATSE, 
schedules  a  dance  in  the  grand  ball- 
room of  the  Midland  Hotel  for  May 
24. 


Raymond  Sages  Dead 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Raymond  W.  Klages, 
58,  film  music  composer  for  the  past 
10  years,  died  in  Glendale.  He  did 
the  lyrics  for  "Sally,  Irene  and 
Mary,"  "Say  When"  and  seven  Earl 
Carroll  "Vanities." 


Services  for  Owen  Farley 

Boston  —  Funeral  services  were 
held  yesterday  for  Owen  Francis 
Farley,  owner  of  the  Inman  Square 
Theater,  Cambridge,  and  the  Adams, 
Dorchester.  He  died  Tuesday  at 
Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital  after  a 
long  illness. 
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Siritzky  fo  Enter 
16  mm.  Distribution 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
prexy  of  the  company,  to  Hollywood 
at  the  end  of  April  to  set  up  produc- 
tion plans  on  two  pictures.  Marcel 
Carne  and  Marcel  Pagnol  have  each 
inked  deal  with  Siritzky  to  make  an 
English  language  film  in  Hollywood. 

Third  announcement  made  was 
that  Tino  Rossi,  known  as  the  French 
Frank  Sinatra,  would  make  a  four- 
week  personal  appearance  at  Sir- 
itzky's  Ambassador  Theater  starting 
Sept.  26,  in  combination  with  the 
Marcel  Pagnol  film,  "Le  Schpountz." 
Program  will  be  set  on  a  two-a-day 
reserved  seat  policy  at  advanced 
prices. 

Before  appearing  at  the  Ambas- 
sador, however,  Rossi  will  tour  Latin 
America,  and  go  to  France  following 
his  Broadwa"  stint.  He  contracted  to 
appear  in  Marcel  Pagnol's  forthcom- 
ing film,  "La  Belle  Meuniere." 

Because  of  the  200-odd  inquiries 
from  schools,  clubs  and  museums,  the 
Siritzkys  have  decided  to  embark  on 
16  mm.  distribution  of  the  French 
films  they  distribute  here.  Ready  by 
July  1  will  be  narrow  gauge  ver- 
sions of:  "Baker's  Wife,"  "Harvest," 
"Poil  de  Carotte,"  and  "Well-Digger's 
Daughter."  All  will  be  sold  on  a  per- 
centage basis,  either  through  fran- 
chise set-up  or  direct. 


Para/s  New  Subsidiary 
Takes  Over  in  Hong  Kong 

Paramount  Films  of  Hong  Kong, 
Ltd.,  incorporated  in  Delaware,  has 
assumed  the  business  formerly  con- 
ducted by  Paramount  Films  of  China, 
Inc.,  in  Hong  Kong. 


new  posts 


R.  C.  DICK,  manager,  Kansas  and  Strand  The- 
aters,  Fredonia,  Kans. 

IRWIN  FREDLYN  acting  manager,  Loew's 
Palace,    Brooklyn. 

MORRIS  TANNEY,  acting  manager,  Loew's 
Boro,    Brooklyn. 

ALFRED  LOWENTHAL,  assistant  manager, 
Loew's  46th  St.,  Brooklyn. 

LEO  SIDOSKY,  manager,  Loew's  Post  Road, 
Bronx. 

MIKE  PICCIRILLO,  assistant  manager,  Loew's, 
White   Plains. 

SEYMOUR  BROND  assistant  manager,  Loew's 
Metropolitan,    Brooklyn. 

KENNETH  GRATTAN,  treasurer,  Loew's  Metro- 
politan,   Brooklyn. 

HARRY  GILBERT,  assistant  manager.  Marine 
Theater,   Brooklyn,   N.  Y. 

LAWRENCE  WICKER,  assistant  manager,  Albe- 
marle  Theater     Brooklyn,    N.  Y. 

IRWIN  AUERBACH,  assistant  manager,  Elm 
Theater,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

LEO  SCHRANK,  assistant  manager,  Nostrand 
Theater,    Brooklyn,   N.  Y. 

MURRAY  COHAN,  second  assistant  manager, 
Linden   Theater,    Brooklyn,    N.    Y. 

ENRICO  FERRARI  assistant  manager,  Mayfair 
Theater,    Brooklyn,    N.    Y. 

GEORGE  FASCHER,  assistant  manager.  Vogue 
Theater,   Brooklyn,   N.   Y. 

HARRY  JOHNSON,  assistant  manager,  Tivoli 
Theater,    Brooklyn,   N.  Y. 

FRED  BETHEL,  43rd  St.  Theoter,  L.  I.  C,  N.  Y. 


REVIEWS  Of  HEW  f  I L  01 S  Hollywood's  Payroll 

Now  at  $229,361,610 


'The  Egg  and  I' 


with  Claudette  Co.bert,  Fred  MacMurray 
Univ.-lnt.  108  Mins. 

MODERN  DAY  PIONEER  YARN  HAS  SPLENDID  BITS  OF  POIGNANT  HUMANITY, 
LAUGHTER,  NEAR  TRAGEDY  AND  A  FOLKSY  TALE  OF  YOUNG  LOVE;  IT  SHOULD 
KNOCK  OrF  HIGH  TAKES. 

Based  on  Betty  MacDonald's  fabulously  successful  book  of  the  same  name,  a  great  deal 
of  intelligence,  taste,  understanding  and  skillful  attention  to  the  story, — which  after 
all  is  the  thing,— has  gone  into  the  film.  The  production  that  emerges  is  a  simple  narra- 
tive dependent  for  its  high  spots  and  pointed  drama  on  the  lives  and  thoughts  of  simple 
agricultural  folk  somewhere  in  the  outiands.  They  contribute  their  personalities,  customs, 
habits  and  folkways  to  the  new  life  started  by  Claudette  Colbert  and  Fred  MacMurray 
who  take  over  a  run  down  chicken  farm  and  try  to  make  a  go  of  it,  starting  from  well 
below  the  well  known  scratch.  To  call  the  place  ramshackle  at  the  outset  is  an  under- 
statement. 

A  great  deal  of  application  to  their  prospective  manner  of  livelihood  is  evinced  by  Miss 
Colbert  and  MacMurray.  Meanwhile,  nature  lurks  just  past  the  picket  fence  and  "an- 
other" woman  pops  up  on  the  scene  with  designs  on  MacMurray.  It  resolves  itself  in 
this  respect  into  the  simple,  standard  triangle.  But  the  basic  framework  is  soon  em- 
bellished with  the  family  of  Percy  Kilbride  and  Marjorie  Main  and  their  numerous  offspring; 
then  there's  also  Esther  Dale  and  Elizabeth  Risdon,  female  survivors  of  the  oldest  tribe 
in  the  county.  A  pair  of  Indians  walk  about  and  are  responsible  for  a  few  of  the  most 
hilarious  scenes. 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  apply  the  light  touch.  These  touches  register  in  a  warm, 
human  fashion  and  the  audience  should  respond  to  their  fabrication  in  terms  of  perform- 
ance and  situation. 

When  the  outlook  is  promising  a  fire  wipes  the  Colbert-MacMurray  menage  out. 
Neighbors  chip  in  with  seed,  animals,  fowl,  machinery,  building  materials  and  the  like  to 
set  up  the  pair.  Louise  Allbritton  lurks  about  the  scenery  after  MacMurray.  There  is 
a  county  fair  at  which  Miss  Colbert  discovers  she  is  "expecting."  That  night  MacMurray 
is  late  coming  home.  In  disgust  Miss  Colbert  runs  off  to  her  mother.  MacMurray  s  letters 
are  returned  to  him,  unopened.  Miss  Colbert  has  her  baby  and  at  length  decides  to  for- 
give MacMurray  who  is  quite  innocent  of  anything  she  conjures  up.  Payoff  comes  when 
Miss  Colbert  arrives  with  the  baby  and  is  driven  to  Miss  Allbritton's  farm,  which,  in  the 
meanwhile,  MacMurray  has  hocked  his  shirt  to  make  a  down  payment  on.  The  imme- 
diate misunderstanding  is  at  once  ironed  out  and  finally  Miss  Colbert  says  at  the  camera: 
"I  could  write  a  book." 

Chester  Erskine's  production,  direction  and  his  hand  in  the  fabrication  of  the  screenplay 
keeps  simplicity  to  the  fore  and  permits  the  players  to  deliver  their  roles  to  the  best 
advantage. 

As  a  complete,  realistic  slice  of  American  life,  told  unabashedly  and  with  conviction, 
"The  Egg  and  I"  may  prove  itself  a  profuse  layer  of  $$$  decorated  eggs  at  the  boxoffice. 

Factor  to  consider  seriously  for  this  one  is  the  widespread,  ready  made  book  reading 
audience  who  will  be  interested  in  seeing  the  film  version  of  the  tome. 

CAST:  Claudette  Colbert,  Fred  MacMurray,  Marjorie  Main,  Louise  A.lbritton,  Percy  Kilbride, 
Richard  Long,  Billy  House,  Ida  Moore,  Donald  McBride,  Samuel  S.  Hinds,  Esther  Dale,  Elizabetn 
Risdon,  John   Berkes,  Vic  Potel,  Fuzzy  Knight,  Isabel  O'Madigan,   Dorothy  Vaughan. 

CREDITS:  Produced,  Directed  and  Written  by  Chester  Erskine;  Assistant  on  Screenplay,  Fred 
Finklehoffe;  Based  on  book  by  Betty  MacDonald;  Cameraman,  Milton  Krasner;  Production  Design, 
Bernard  Herzbrun;  Sound,  Charles  Felstead;  Film  Editor,  Russell  Schoengarth;  Set  Decorations, 
Russell  A.  Gausman,  Oliver  Emert;  Music,  Frank  Skinner;  Orchestrations,   David  Tamkin. 

DIRECTION,  Very  Good.  PHOTOGRAPHY,   First  Rate. 


D  of  J  Will  Oppose 
All  Appeals  for  Stay 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
judgment   are   now   on    file   at   the 
Court  from  all  eight  defendants,  with 
a   hearing   probably   to   take   place 
this  week. 

It  was  believed  here  at  the  week- 
end that  Justice  Stanley  Reed  would 
sit  for  the  oral  argument  on  these 
petitions,  rather  than  granting  a 
temporary  stay  in  order  to  permit 
argument  before  the  entire  Court. 
Reed  had  not,  however,  made  up  his 
mind  definitely  on  Friday. 

The  Department  of  Justice  has  no 
alternative  but  to  oppose  these  peti- 
tions, a  spokesman  told  this  cor- 
respondent Friday.  While  it  feels 
that  the  requirements  of  the  New 
York  judgment  are  too  weak  to  pro- 
vice  effective  remedy  against  mon- 
opolistic practices  within  the  indus- 
try, it  nonetheless  feels  that  even 
these  restraints  must  be  put  in  ef- 
fect on  schedule  for  whatever  bene- 
fit independent  exhibitors  can  derive 
from  them.  "They  are  better  than 
nothing,"  he  said. 


Arnold  Pressburger  Defers 
Pix  Production  in  France 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

million  francs  and  the  picture  costs 
100  million  francs."  Despite  these 
drawbacks,  however,  he  emphasized 
the  point:  "In  a  short  time,  French 
film  industry  will  be  well  organized." 
Pressburger  returns  to  Europe, 
May  9  to  make  final  preparations  for 
"Then  and  Now,"  which  he  is  pro- 
ducing for  J.  Arthur  Rank.  The 
Somerset  Maugrham  story  will  be 
ready  for  the  cameras  by  July.  Film 
is  budgeted  at  $2,000,000,  with  Tearle 
Dickens  directing,  and  George  Sand- 
ers in  the  starring  role.  Most  of  the 
exteriors  will  be  shot  in  Italy;  Eng- 
land's Denham  Studios  will  be  used 
for  the  interiors.  Shooting  should  be 
finished  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
Pressburger  said. 


John  T.  Broderick  Dead 

Schenectady — John  Thomas  Brod- 
erick, 80,  writer  and  retired  executive 
of  General  Electric,  died  Friday.  He 
is  survived  by  his  daughter,  Helen 
Greene  Broderick. 


It  takes  about  31,000  regulai 
employed  people  to  turn  out  Holl 
wood's  annual  crop  of  motion  p; 
tures,  it  is  reported  by  The  Fi. 
Daily  Year  Book,  just  publish* 
Annual  payroll  in  the  film  p  *v 
tion  center  is  estimated  at  ! 
361,610. 

Another   14,000   persons   work 
the    distribution    of    the    Hollywo' 
output,  at  a  total  annual  wage  es' 
mated  by  the  book  as  $35,000,000. 

The    largest    group    of    worker 
however,  is  employed  in  the  18,7< 
motion    picture    theaters    operat< 
across   the  country.     Total  here 
161,000  drawing  an  anual  wage 
$174,890,459. 

Aggregate  number  of  persons  er 
ployed  in  all  branches  of  the  i. 
dustry  is  estimated  at  206,000,  wi' 
the  annual  payroll  put  at  $517,854 
069,  including  $8,602,000  paid  pe 
pie  producing  films  outside  of  Holl; 
wood. 


Municipal  Admission  Tax 
Bill  Doomed  in  St.  Louis 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
support  of  the  measure.    It  is  ar 
ticipated  that  the  bill  will  die  in  con 
mittee.    The  present  session  of  th 
aldermen  ends  on  April  3. 

The  opposition  was  led  by  Fre 
Wehrenberg,  prexy  of  the  MPTO  c 
St.  Louis,  who  stressed  the  injustic 
of  singling  out  the  motion  pictur 
business  for  special  taxes  when  i 
already  pays  22  per  cent  in  FederE 
and  state  taxes  of  the  same  charac 
ter.  James  Arthur,  representing  th 
Fanchon  &  Marco-St.  Louis  Amuse 
ment  Circuit,  the  largest  in  St.  Louh 
said  the  tax  was  based  on  the  unfai 
theory  that  a  motion  picture  sho^ 
is  the  luxury  of  the  rich  whereas  i 
is  an  essential  recreational  facilit. 
of  the  working  classes.  He  adde< 
some  70,000  postcards  from  St 
Louisians  protesting  the  tax  ha* 
been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


Art  Anderson  Resumes 
As  WB  Minneapolis  Mgr. 

Minneapolis — Art  Anderson,  War: 
ners  branch  manager,  who  recently 
was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  be' 
cause  of  his  health,  has  resume< 
activity  as  head  of  the  local  ex 
change.  During  Anderson's  absence 
C.  A.  Jackson  of  the  sales  staf 
served  as  acting  manager. 


STORK  REPORTS 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — A  son  was  born  tc 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Julian  Blaustein,  Selz- 
nick  Studio  executive,  at  Cedars  of 
Lebanon  Hospital.  The  son,  who 
weighed  six  pounds,  15  ounces,  has 
been  named  John  Laurence.  This  is 
the  Blaustein's  first  child. 
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i  and  Nationalism 
Hock  U.  S.  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
le  problems  arising  from  barriers 
contributing    to    the    indescribably 
omplex  methods  of  doing  business 
broad." 

'•E"ery  country,"  Mayer  said,  "is 
r.  '  :ly  thinking  of  its  position  in 
elarron  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  and 
sgulations    and    restrictions    of    all 

•iinds  have  been  sought  to  re-enforce 

;:s  stand. 

"The  universal  interest  in  Ameri- 
an  films  overseas  continues  and  al- 
nough  by  virtue  of  more  adequate 
ssistance  from  our  offices  overseas 
nd  assistance  from  our  missions 
broad,  some  progress  has  been  made 
■   alleviating    possible   obstacles,   a 

,-reat  deal  remains  to  be  done." 

The  report  noted  that  the  scarcity 
f  dollar  exchange  has  become  "more 
pparent  during  the  past  year  than 

:ver  before." 

j  "Coupled  with  this,"  the  report 
tates,  "is  the  desire  on  the  part  of 
nany  countries  either  to  create  or  to 

I  nlarge  their  own  infant  motion  pic- 
ure  industry." 

Mayer  said  that  to  cope  with  these 
Toblems,  MPAA  is  sending  "well- 
jualified"  personnel  to  key  centers  of 
he  world  "so  that  the  International 

division  may  in  every  sense  of  the 

Word  become  the  antennae  of  the  in- 

lustry." 


SOth-Fox  1st  Runs  to 
[ewanee,  Chi.  Theaters 


Chicago  —  First  -  runs  of  "The 
Razor's  Edge,"  "The  Shocking  Miss 
ailgrim,"  "Wanted  for  Murder"  and 
Dangerous  Millions"  have  been 
.warded  by  20th-Fox  to  Bramblett 
z  Norton's  Wanee  Theater,  Kewanee. 
My  Darling  Clementine"  and  "Mar- 
tie"  have  been  sold  to  the  Palace, 
Silas,  Olympic  and  Anette  Theaters, 
Chicago. 

'  Great  States  Circuit  is  bidding 
:'or  "Razor's  Edge,"  "13  Rue  Made- 
line," and  "Shocking  Miss  Pilgrim" 
'or  Lincoln  Theater,  Decatur,  and 
for  same  films  for  Orpheum  The- 
ater, Springfield,  111. 


Amendments  Kill  Georgia 

Sunday  Movies  Measure 



|  Atlanta — The  Georgia  House  has 
,'irtually  amended  to  death  a 
■•ill  legalizing  Sunday  movies  in 
Georgia.  So  many  crippling  amend- 
ments were  approved  that  some  of 
:ts  proponents  joined  the  opponents 
ind  voted  80  to  40  to  table  the  mea- 
sure which  has  the  effect  of  killing 
he  measure  for  the  session. 


Z6L  Appeal  Dismissed 

Dismissal  of  the  plagiarism  suit 
wrought  by  Columbia  against  Nor- 
man Krasna  has  been  unanimously 
,affirmed  by  the  Appellate  Division. 
^o  opinion  was  given.  Previously 
Columbia  appealed  dismissal  of  the 
:ase  in  Federal  Court. 


Many  Ind.  Bills  Before  Solons 

Survey  Reveals  Formidable  Measures 


?r 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


fore  them  a  formidable  list  of  meas- 
ures of  interest  to  the  industry. 

The  list  is  only  partial  because  of 
reluctance  of  many  national  trade 
and  industry  organizations  to  release 
surveys  on  the  subject.  Theory  be- 
hind this  policy  is  that  the  battle 
against  restrictive  legislation  should 
be  carried  on  at  a  local  level. 

The  partial  survey  shows  the  fol- 
lowing: 

California— Bill  A.2400:  Discrimi- 
nation in  theaters.  Provides  that 
theaters,  hotels  and  restaurants  may 
not  refuse  admission  because  of 
race.  Bill  S.803  on  copyrights: 
Amends  the  civil  code  pertaining  to 
products  of  the  mind.  Gives  the 
author  exclusive  ownership  unless 
abandoned  or  dedicated  to  the  public. 
Bill  A.556:  To  enact  into  law  the 
substance  of  the  court  decisions  that 
the  creations  of  the  mind  belong  to 
their  creaters  unless  abandoned  vol- 
untarily. Bill  A.2411:  Relates  to 
theater  taxes  which  have  been  held 
unconstitutional  and  provides  for  the 
refund  thereof. 

Colorado— Bill  H.863:  Providing 
for  regulation  of  motion  picture 
theaters;  creating  board  of  censor- 
ship and  requiring  seating  of  pa- 
trons paying  admissions. 

Connecticut— Bill  S.262:  Prohibits 
children  under  14  years  of  age  from 
attending,  without  being  accompa- 
nied by  parents,  guardians  or  adult 
person  authorized  by  parent  or  guar- 
dian, all  places  of  amusement  ex- 
cept roller  skating  rinks,  theaters 
or  motion  picture  shows  prior  to  6 
p.m.  S.623  Provides  for  taxation 
of  out-of-state  owners  of  copyrights 
on  the  basis  of  10  per  cent  of  gross 
income  from  state  operators  of  dance 
halls,  inns,  etc. 

Delaware  —  Bills  proposing  ena- 
bling tax  on  admissions  and  a  cen- 
sorship bill. 

Iowa — S.  39,  H.C4:  Imposes  a  tax 
of  two  per  cent  on  gross  receipts 
derived  from  the  operation  of  all 
forms  of  amusement  devices  and  com- 
mercial amusement  enterprises  op- 
erated or  conducted  within  the  State. 
H.455:  Licenses  and  regulates  per- 
formance of  copyright  music. 

Maryland — S.10:  Bill  permitting 
cities  and  counties  to  increase  ad- 
missions taxes. 

Massachusetts — S.370:  Requiring 
that  provisions  be  made  by  the  Board 
of  Censors  and  by  local  censors  to 
nrotect  the  public  against  immoral, 
indecent,  and  bad  habit-forming  sug- 
gestions in  motion  pictures  and  lit- 
erature. H.29:  Relating  to  discon- 
tinuing certain  tax  deductions  on 
income  from  professions,  emolov- 
ment.  trade  or  business.  H.561: 
Providing  for  taxation  of  stock 
dividends. 

New  Jersey — A.245:  Regulates  and 
licenses  the  business  of  theater, 
amusement,  etc..  ticket  brokers.  S.R7: 
Prohibits  municipal  licensing  of  the- 
aters, concert  halls  and  other  nlaces 
of  amusements  without  satisfactory 


proof  that  the  workmen's  compensa- 
tion insurance  coverage  has  been 
provided  for.  A.257:  Prohibits  the 
solemnization  of  marriages  in  places 
of  amusement  or  in  public  places  as 
a  public  spectacle  for  publicized  com- 
mercial enterprise. 

Pennsylvania  —  H.204:  Prohibits 
places  of  amusement  from  selling 
tickets  in  excess  of  seating  capacity, 
but  allows  5  per  cent  margin  of  tol- 
erance. Prescribes  minimum  fine 
of  $500  and/or  three  months  im- 
prisonment. 

Oregon — H.293:  Authorized  cities 
and  counties  to  impose  business  and 
occupation  taxes. 

Oklahoma — Bill  permitting  cities 
to  tax  amusements. 

Texas — H.249:  Levies  10  per  cent 
tax  on  admissions  to  hotel  bail- 
rooms,  night  clubs  and  other  places 
of  amusement  where  the  cost  of  ad- 
mission is  over  51  cents. 

Maine  —  Bill  providing  for  five 
per  cent  tax  on  admissions  to  places 
of  amusement. 

Wisconsin — S.244  relates  to  ad- 
missions tax. 


Block-Booking  Needed 
For  "B"  Pix— Columbia 


{Continued  from  Page  1) 

sions  of  the  motion  picture  anti-trust 
decree  are  stayed. 

The  statement,  signed  by  Abe 
Montague,  vice-president  and  gen- 
eral sales  manager,  first  called  the 
Court's  attention  to  recent  announce- 
ments bv  the  major  companies  that 
thev  will  concentrate  on  "A"  pictures 
and  eliminate  the  "B"  product.  He 
then  pointed  out  that  if  Columbia  is 
forced  to  sell  pictures  singly  and 
through  a  competitive  bidding  pro- 
cess, it  will  not  be  able  to  offer  the 
modest-budgeted  nroduct  so  neces- 
sary to  the  small  independent  ex- 
hibitor at  a  price  he  can  afford  to 
oav.  And,  the  petition  continued,  if 
Columbia  cannot  obtain  a  "fair  re- 
turn on  its  investment  in  the  mak- 
ing of  these  program  pictures,  it,  of 
necessity,  will  have  to  discontinue 
this  type  of  picture. 

"To  deprive  the  small  exhibitors 
of  this  source  of  supnly  would  be  ab- 
solutely ruinous."  t^e  plea  stated, 
"and  would  inevitably  lead  to  a 
monopoly  of  exhibition  in  the  hands 
of  +he  lare-e  exhibitors." 

The  statement  concluded  that  lit- 
tle harm  would  result  if  those  por- 
tions of  the  decree  undor  auestion 
are  staved  for  ?>n  additional  few 
months  in  view  of  the  ^ct  that  block- 
hooking  and  free  selling  have  been 
in  r>vaotice  fo>-  30  vears. 

.All  s^v  applications  w'll  he  heard 
in  Washington  on  Thursday  by  Jus- 
tice Stanley  Reed. 

Vcrrietv  Finds  Cleveland  Space 

Cleveland — Varietv  CI""  has  longed 
clnhroom  space  in  the  Carter  Hotel 
and  plans  to  move  in  by  April  1. 


Bells,"  "Weekend" 
aid  Best  In  Canada 


Toronto  —  Canadian  theater  men 
selected  RKO-Rainbow's  "The  Bells 
of  St.  Mary's"  as  the  top  Canadian 
motion  picture  attraction  of  1946, 
while  critics  selected  Paramount's 
"The  Lost  Weekend"  as  the  best  pic- 
ture of  the  year  in  the  annual  poll 
conducted  by  the  Canadian  Film 
Weekly.  Bing  Crosby  was  named  by 
the  theater  men  as  the  top  film  star 
and  Ingrid  Bergman  got  the  same 
honor  from  the  critics. 

Despite  the  promotional  cam- 
paigns put  on  for  British  films,  Ca- 
nadian theater  men  failed  to  include 
any  English  pictures  or  stars  on 
their  list  of  box  office  bests.  Critics, 
however,  named  four  British  pic- 
tures and  a  like  number  of  English 
stars  in  their  best  selections. 

Other  pictures  selected  by  ex- 
hibitors include  "Night  and  Day," 
"The  Bandit  of  Sherwood  Forest," 
"Leave  Her  to  Heaven,"  "Spell- 
bound," "The  Green  Years,"  "The 
Lost  Weekend,"  "Smoky,"  "Courage 
of  Lassie"  and  "Canyon  Passage." 

Balance  of  the  critics'  list  em- 
braced "Henry  V,"  "Brief  Encoun- 
ter," "The  Seventh  Veil,"  "Spell- 
bound," "Anna  and  the  King  of 
Siam,"  "The  Green  Years,"  "Caesar 
and  Cleopatra,"  "The  Killers"  and 
"The  Bells  of  St.  Mary's." 

Checkinq  Pooling  Deals 
Of  Chi.  Para.  Subsidiaries 


Chicago — Pooling  deals  of  Para- 
mount subsidiaries  in  this  area  are 
undergoing  checkups  following  the 
visit  last  week  of  Leonard  H.  Golden- 
son,  Paramount  vice-president  in 
charge  of  theater  operations,  and  Ed- 
ward L.  Hyman,  vice-president  of 
Paramount  Theaters  Service. 

Home  office  executives  outlined 
theater  operation  under  the  N.  Y. 
equity  decree  at  a  meeting  of  B  & 
K  and  Great  States  executives.  Fol- 
lowing the  meeting,  Arthur  Gold- 
berg, B  &  K  attorney,  went  to  Quincy 
for  further  conferences. 


THERE  IS  ONLY  ONE 
YEAR  BOOK 
of 
MOTION  PICTURES 


And    that    is    published    an- 


il nually    by — 

THE  FILM  DAILY 
29th  Edition 

Just  off  the  press  and  cover- 
ing everything  is  now  being 
distributed  complimentary  to 
all   Subscribers  of 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501   B'way,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


You  can  bet  your  bottom  dollar  it's  another 
HOMER  . . .  when  The  PRIZE  BABY  ...  the 
Mighty  Babe... goes  to  BAT  for  your  theatre! 
.  .  .  Every  SHOWMAN  knows  this  "slugger 
.  .  .  who  packs  'em  in  . . .  and  delivers  record 
runs  .  .  .  with  National  Screen  Service 
TRAILERS  and  ACCESSORIES!  .  .  .  He's 
grown  up  with  the  Game!  ...  He  packs  a 
Mighty  Wallop!. . .  He  "knows  the  SCORE"! 
.  .  .  He's  Top  Man  in  his  League  .  .  .  most 
valuable  Player  in  EVERY  Theatre!  .  .  . 
He's  the  HOME  RUN  KING  of  the  Industry! 
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m-G-m  J947  SCHEDULE  LISTS  45  FEATURES 

New  York  Industry  Backs  Greek  Orphans  Drive 


.190,800  Met.  Area  Quota 
Veil  on  Way  to  Success 
liter  Luncheon  at  Astor 


With  stars,  statesmen,  church  dig- 
itaries  and  top  trade  executives 
mong  the  almost  l,0oD  present,  the 
,4ew  York  film  industry  went  all  out 
ji  its  rescue  effort  for  the  Greek  war 
•rphans  at  a  luncheon  yesterday  at 
he  Hotel  Astor. 

Although  exact  figures  are  not  yet 
ivailable,  audience  response  to  the 
.everal  pleas  for  funds  by  Maurice 
Chevalier,  Harold  Russell,  George 
Skouras,  Si  H.  Fabian,  Harry 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


R.  I.  Bill  Proposes 
5%  Tax  on  Rentals 


Providence — A  state  tax  of  five 
per  cent  on  film  rentals  would  be 
mposed  upon  R.  I.  theaters  accord- 
.ng  to  a  bill  introduced  into  the 
General  Assembly  here. 

The  measure,  according  to  reports, 
would  enable  the  state  division  of 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


7  to  10%  Admissions  Levy 
Looming  in  Columbus 

Columbus,  O. — City  admissions  tax 
of  from  seven  to  10  per  cent  is  ex- 
pected to  be  proposed  by  the  Rhodes 
administration  if  the  state  three  per 
cent  tax  is  repealed,  according  to  a 
source  close  to  City  Hall.  Base  of 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Dewey  Signs  IV.  Y. 
Tax  Enabling  Measure 

Albany  —  With  the  signing  by 
Governor  Dewey  of  the  Senate  Rules 
Committee  bill  passed  by  the  recent 
Legislature,  State  counties  outside 
of  New  York  City,  and  cities  of 
ever  100,000  population  are  per- 
mitted to  impose  lacal  amusement 
and  other  tax  levies  for  educational 
and  general  funds  purposes.  Taxes 
permitted  include  a  five  per  cent 
ticket  levy,  a  $10  per  year  vending 
machine  levy,  a  retail  sales  tax  and 
taxes  on  meals  and  drinks  consumed 
at  a  bar  or  grill. 


U.  K.  DENIES  IMPORT  CUT  PLANS 

British  Treasury  Says  Reports  Run  Counter  to 
"Professed  Government  Policy" 


London  (By  Cable) — Reports  orig- 
inating in  New  York  to  the  effect 
that  the  British  Government  had 
warned  the  U.  S.  of  possible  cuts  in 
film  imports  were  given  the  kiss  of 
death  here  yesterday. 

A  spokesman  for  the  British 
Treasury,  taking  official  cognizance 


of  the  stories  which  were  published 
in  two  national  dailies  last  week  un- 
der a  New  York  dateline,  termed 
them  "without  foundation." 

The  Treasury  spokesman  author- 
ized the  statement  that  only  were 
such  proposals  not  made  but  that 
they  were  counter  to  "professed 
Government  policy." 


Monogram  Plans  32 
Features,  16  Westerns 


Chicago — Monogram's  1947-48  pro- 
gram calls  for  32  features  and  16 
westerns,  Steve  Broidy,  president, 
stated  at  a  week-end  board  of  direc- 
tors meeting.  Broidy  said  that  Allied 
Artists  will  deliver  four  films  be- 
tween now  and  Jan.  1,  that  six  will 
be  made  for  the  1948  season,  and 
that  $3,000,000  will  be  spent  for  ad- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Boren  Named  to  Head 


Judge  Stephen  Jackson 
Linked  With  MPAA  Post 


Former  Judge  Stephen  S.  Jackson, 
distinguished  Catholic  layman,  and 
a  member  of  the  New  York  law  firm 
of  Jackson  &  Pavarini,  was  reported 
in  trade  circles  last  night  as  joining 
the  MPAA,  with  trade  speculation 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


w-.st  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  The  appointment  of 
Charles  S.  Boren  as  manager  of  labor 
relations  for  the  AMPP  in  Holly- 
wood, was  announced  over  the  week- 
end by  Eric  A.  Johnston,  president 
of  the  AMPP  and  the  MPAA.  Boren 
will  take  charge  of  all  contract  ne- 
gotiations and  the  formulation  of 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Winter  Garden  vs.  Col. 
Suit  Called  "Fantastic" 


The  trial  of  the  $500,000  damage 
action  and  injunction  instituted  by 
the  Shuberts  and  their  Trebuhs 
Realty  Co.  against  Columbia  involv- 
ing the  use  of  the  Winter  _  Garden 
name  and  interior  scenes  in  "The 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Technicolor  Increases  Prices 

Tilt  Follows  Advance  in  Labor  Scales 


500  to  Fete  Boasberg 
At  Luncheon  Thursday 


With  more  than  50u  reservations 
received  for  the  Charles  Boasberg 
testimonial  luncheon  given  by  the- 
ater owners  of  the  New  York  ex- 
change area  in  the  Hotel  Astor 
Thursday,  the  affair  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  most  outstanding  in  re- 
(Cootinued  on  Page  4) 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Technicolor  Motion 
Picture  Corp.  has  just  announced  an 
increase  in  its  price  of  one-half  cent 
a  linear  foot  on  all  35  mm.  film  de- 
livered at  its  Hollywood  plant,  ex- 
cept three-strip  and  successive  ex- 
posure negative.  Also  Technicolor  is 
increasing  the  price  of  negative  de- 
veloping by  one-half  cent  a  linear 
foot. 

In  notifying  its  customers  of  this 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Emphasis  to  be  On  Novels, 
Literary  Classics  and 
Top  Musical  Properties 

By  RALPH  WILK 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — A  program  of  45  fea- 
tures, concentrated  on  best  selling 
novels  and  literary  classics,  aug- 
mented b  y  out- 
standing stage 
properties  and 
leading  compos- 
ers combined  for 
the  filming  of  top 
musicals,  was  an- 
nounced yester- 
day for  M-G-M's 
new  1947  produc- 
ing season  by 
Louis  B.  Mayer, 
studio  head. 
Shorts  subjects 
planned  total  48. 

Program  in- 
cludes important 
assignments  for 
28  stars  and  67 
featured  players  from  the  company's 
roster  of  box  office  personalities. 

With  five   stages   now  ready  for 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


LOUIS  B.MAYER 


N.  J.  Fed.  To  Fight 
Local  Ticket  Taxes 


Trenton,  N.  J. — The  Federation  of 
New  Jersey  Theater  Owners  was  or- 
ganized by  representatives  of  the 
ATO  of  N.  J.,  the  ITOA  of  N.  Y. 
and  of  all  the  state's  circuits  at  a 
meeting  here  yesterday  presided  over 
by  Edward  Lachman,  prexy  of  the 
Allied  unit.  Jack  Bryson,  national 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Cleveland  Hit  By 

Theater  Vandalism 

Cleveland,  O.  —  Theater  van- 
dalism, which  subsided  during  last 
year  because  of  closer  managerial 
policing,  is  on  the  upgrade  again. 
Ernest  Schwartz,  president  of  the 
Cleveland  Motion  Picture  Exhibi- 
tors Association,  and  owner  of  the 
Norpal  Theater,  reports  that  a  new 
epidemic  of  seat-slashing  has  broken 
out  in  the  city. 
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Henreid-Chertok  Form 
New  Indie  Producing  Co. 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Paul  Henreid  and 
Jack  Chertok  have  formed  a  new  in- 
dependent production  company  to 
start  with  "The  Heaven  We  Chase," 
an  original  by  Fritz  Kortner,  and 
"Cartouche"  by  William  Herzog. 

Chertok,  who  has  been  in  partners 
with  Hunt  Stromberg  and  Hedy 
Lamarr  on  "Strange  Woman"  and 
"Dishonored  Lady,"  left  Stromberg- 
Lamarr  setup  to  join  Henreid. 

Production  is  expected  to  get  under 
way  on  "The  Heaven  We  Chase" 
early  this  Summer,  with  the  releas- 
ing affiliation  to  be  announced  in  the 
next  few  weeks.  Henreid  will  star 
in  both  pix. 

Mage  Leases  the  Studio 
For  Foreign  Pix  Policy 

James  Mage  has  just  leased  the 
Studio  Theater  on  Broadway  and 
65th  St.  from  Leo  Brecher  for  15 
years.  Mage,  a  distributor  of  for- 
eign films,  as  well  as  the  exhibitor 
of  the  Laffmovie  on  West  42nd  St., 
will  assure  himself  of  at  least  one 
New  York  outlet  for  his  imports,  by 
converting  the  600-seat  Studio  into  a 
first-run  foreign  film  house,  special- 
izing in  French  and  Italian  pictures. 

New  policy  will  start  April  5.  Leo 
Brecher  had  operated  the  Studio  as 
a  single  feature  house.  RKO's 
Colonial  is  about  a  block  South  and 
Loew's  Lincoln,  a  block  North  of 
the  Studio. 


Coslow  Signs  Weshner 
As  N.  Y.  Sales  Rep. 

"Skip"  Weshner  has  been  signed 
by  Sam  Coslow  as  his  New  York 
sales  rep. 

Coslow  has  also  engaged  Sir  Ed- 
ward Villiers,  formerly  head  of  the 
British  War  Information  Office  and 
well-known  in  English  film  circles, 
as  his  London  representative. 

"Copacabana,"  Coslow's  Beacon 
Prod,  film,  will  be  released  through 
UA  this  Summer. 


Ohio  Bill  Would  End 
Trailer  Censorship 


Columbus — Ohio  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  passed  a  bill  which 
exempts  film  trailers  from  state 
censorship,  with  the  proviso  that 
scenes  must  come  from  a  censored 
picture.  Bill,  sponsored  by  Rep. 
William  E.  Fleckner,  has  been  sent 
to  the  Senate. 


U.  K.  Producers,  Act 
To  Meet  on  Contract 


London  (By  Cable)  —  Two  meet- 
ings between  producers  and  the  As- 
sociation of  Cine  Technicians  have 
been  scheduled  for  this  week  as  a 
result  of  an  ACT  ultimatum  that  the 
union  expects  a  new  studio  agree- 
ment to  be  completed  by  April  19. 
Negotiations  have  been  going  on  for 
some  time  on  the  ACT  demands  for 
substantial  wage  increases  and  a  40- 
hour  week. 


Costa  Rican  Beauties  Due 
Tomorrow  for  "Carnival" 


A  trio  of  Costa  Rican  beauties, 
winners  of  a  contest  sponsored  by 
20th-Fox  and  La  Tribuna  of  San 
Jose,  will  arrive  here  tomorrow  and 
set  in  motion  a  program  of  oromo- 
tional  activities  on  behalf  of  "Car- 
nival in  Costa  Rica,"  which  opens  at 
the  Roxy  Friday.  Plans  include  press 
interviews,  broadcasts,  tours  and  a 
visit  to  the  UN  at  Lake  Success. 
Later,  on  April  7,  they  will  depart  on 
a  three-week  Eastern  U.  S.  tour, 
with  stops  in  Detroit,  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee, St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Pitts- 
burgh and  Washington. 

The  girls,  Senoritas  Ligia  Soto 
Harrison,  Sonia  Lizano  and  Olga 
Guiderres  Pacheco,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Berta  Cordero  Lizana,  will  stop 
at  Hampshire  House.  Contest  was 
the  first  to  be  held  in  Costa  Rica. 
They  will  return  to  New  York  for  the 
Easter  holiday. 


20  Charities  Seek  Coin 
RC  and  'Dimes'  Rejected 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — D  irectors  of  the 
Permanent  Charities  Committee  will 
meet  tonight  to  discuss  requests  by 
20  national  charities  and  50  local 
groups  and  individuals  for  the  $231,- 
250  turned  down  by  the  American 
Red  Cross  and  the  National  Founda- 
tion for  Infantile  Paralysis.  Results 
of  the  1947  United  Appeal  will  be 
gone  over  at  the  session. 

Edward  Arnold,  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  PCC,  revealed  that  the 
Committee's  offer  to  send  repre- 
sentatives to  a  meeting  of  the  Red 
Cross  National  Central  Committee 
had  been  turned  down  in  a  letter 
from  Basil  O'Connor,  national  chair- 
man of  both  the  RC  and  the  Infan- 
tile Paralysis  Foundation. 


Bossey  &  Hawks  to  Be 
Indie  Rep.  in  SIMPP  Deal 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — By  a  deal  just  closed 
by  SIMPP  and  Bossev  and  Hawks, 
London  music  publishing  firm, 
the  London  organization  will  serve 
as  exclusive  global  agency  for 
collection  of  independent  producers' 
share  of  theater  grosses  covering 
film  background  scores. 

It  is  expected  that  members  of 
SIMPP  will  get  an  additional  $1,0Q0,- 
000  to  $2,000,000  in  yearly  revenue 
from  foreign  countries.  Individual 
American  companies  are  given  an 
approximate  three  per  cent  cut  in 
total  grosses  on  their  pictures  in  the- 
aters outside  the  United  States. 


"Best  Years"  Roadshow 
In  33  Interstate  Spots 


Dallas — Advanced  price  roadshows 
of  Samuel  Goldwyn's  "The  Best 
Years  of  Our  Lives"  have  been  sched- 
uled for  33  Interstate  Circuit  towns, 
Bill  Ruder,  Goldwyn  rep.,  announced. 
Picture  opens  in  Dallas,  Galveston 
and  San  Antonio  on  April  2,  and  at 
Houston  and  Fort  Worth  on  April  4. 


comma  »d  come 


CHARLES  P.  SKOURAS,  president  of  Natiq 
Theaters,  leaves  Hollywood  today  for  Milwau 
to    launch    fifth   annual    Charles   Skouras    sh  | 
manship   campaign. 

ERIC   A.   JOHNSTON   arrived   in   Chicago 
terday    by    plane    from   the    Coast   and    will 
to  Washington   from   the  Windy   City        10rrI 

MEL     MORGANSTERN,     Loew's     h  of 

booker,   returned  yesterday  from  a  Miumi  va{ 
tion. 

ROBERT    ARMSTRONG,     of     M-G-M's    stul 
publicity    department,    arrives    today    by    pi 
from  the  Coast. 

CLARENCE  BROWN,  M-G-M  producer-dir  I 
tor,  is  due  from  the  Coast  tomorrow  for  | 
brief  stay. 

ROBERT  LORD  and  SID  BOEHM,  of  M-G- 
are  due   in    Washington    today   from    the   Cod 

SAM  KATZ,  M-G-M  production  executji 
leaves  the  Coast  tomorrow  for  Chicago  by  plal 

HUGH  OWEN,  Paramount's  Eastern  and  Soul 
ern  division  sales  manager,  yesterday  return 
to  New  York  from  a  tour  of  his  territory  | 
the  South. 

WILLIAM  PINE  has  arrived  in  New  York  fr| 
Hollywood   on  a   two-week  business  trip. 

EDWARD  L.  HYMAN,  vice-president  of  Pal 
mount  Theaters  Service  Corp.,  will  fly  to  B| 
ton  tomorrow  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  boq 
of   directors   of   New   England   Theaters,   Inc. 

MAYOR    EDWARD   J.    JEFFRIES,    JR.,    of 
troit   and    MRS.    JEFFRIES   were    week-end    v 
tors  at   the   Paramount   Coast  studios. 

BRUCE  CABOT  is  in   town   from   the  South.l 

DAVE  GILPIN,  THOMAS  LEDGER,  CLIFFOI 
J.  COX,  ASHLEY  C.  BATE,  ALICE  HOLDT  at 
NELLIE  BISBET,  members  of  the  Paramour] 
British  organization  and  all  winners  in  a  quo 
sales  drive  in  the  British  Isles,  are  due 
Toronto  today  from  Hollywood  as  a  part 
their   prize-winning  visit  of  the   United  States] 

ROBERT  ROSSEN,  writer-director,  arrives 
New  York  for  a   two-week  stay  today. 

FREDERICA  EIDELSBERG,  SRO  publicity  st 
fcr,  is  vacationing   in  Miami  Beach. 

BRYAN  FOY,  Eagle-Lion  vice-president  al 
production  head,  is  in  Detroit  for  the  openin 
of  "Bedelia,"  after  which  he  leaves  for  t| 
Coast  via   Chicago. 

HAL  HODE,  Columbia   exec,    is  back   in   tov 
after    a    few    weeks    vacation    in    Florida.    Sq 
STANLEY    will    remain    there    until    May    1, 
which  time  he  should  be  in  tip-top  form  to  r| 
turn  to  his  duties. 

EDWARD  T.  CHEYFITZ,  of  the  MPAA,  al 
rived  in  New  York  yesterday  from  Hollywoq 
and   returned   to   Washington   last  night. 

JOYCE  O'HARA,  of  the  MPAA,  has  returns] 
to  Washington  from  Hollywood. 

TOM  MORAHAN,  British  art  director  wf 
designed  sets  for  DOS'  "Paradine  Case,"  saile 
at  the  week-end  on  the  S.S.  Queen  Elizabeth. 

BEN  NEISENBERG,  Monogram's  Chicago  mar 
ager,  off  to  St.  Joseph,  Michigan  for  a  rest. 

GUSTAVE  STARR,  Belgium  distrib.  for  DeVi 
projectors   is    in   Chicago  for  confabs. 

JULES  STOLLBERG,  International  Talking  M( 
chine  Co.  rep.  in  Bombay,  India,  is  visiting  Ch 
cago. 

JOHN  J.  JONES,  president  of  Screen  Guil 
Productions,  Inc.,  has  returned  to  the  horn 
office  in  Hollywood  from  a  series  of  confer 
ences  in  New  York,  Chicago,  Pittsburgh  an 
Detroit. 


Universal  Files  Certificate 

Dover,   Del. — A    certificate   of   re 
duction  of  capital  by  retiring  155,00(1 
shares  of  outstanding  $1  par  commoii 
has  been  filed  by  Universal  with  th$ 
Secretary  of  State's  office. 
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R.  I.  Bill  Proposes 
5%  Tax  on  Rentals 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

taxation  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  provide  for  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  tax  which  could  not 
be  based  on  the  admission  price 
charged  to  patrons. 

Written  to  take  effect  July  1,  the 
bill  was  referred  to  the  Corporations 
Committee  of  the  lower  legislative 
branch. 


7  To  10%  Admissions  Levy 
Looming  in  Columbus 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  city  tax  would  be  broadened  to 
include  bowling  alleys,  shooting  gal- 
leries, and  perhaps  even  charity 
bingo  games. 

Such  a  tax  would  raise  $500,000 
per  year,  more  than  three  times 
greater  than  the  present  $155,000 
which  the  city  receives  as  its  share 
of  the  state  levy. 

Bill  to  repeal  the  state  admissions 
tax  was  introduced  in  the  Ohio 
Senate  by  Sen.  Fred  G.  Reiners  and 
Sen.  Kyle  Brooks,  Cincinnati  Re- 
publicans, following  earlier  introduc- 
tion of  House  Bill  No.  15  by  Rep. 
George  Marshall  of  Columbus,  which 
seeks  to  do  the  same  thing.  The 
House  bill  was  referred  to  the  Tax- 
ation committee,  coincident  with  the 
introduction  of  the  Senate  bill. 


Relief  Fund  Aids  7.576; 
Year's  Deficit,  $16,689 

Washington  Bureau  of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Motion  Picture 
Relief  Fund  extended  aid  to  7,576 
persons  in  all  branches  of  the  indus- 
try during  1946 — an  average  of  631 
a  month.  The  Fund  now  is  financed 
by  subscribed  payroll  deductions  of 
Vz  to  1  per  cent,  and  in  1946  these 
contributions  totaled  $543,952.  In- 
come from  other  sources  raised  total 
contributions  to  $642,768.  Expendi- 
tures for  relief  were  $569,464,  and 
overhead  and  administrative  ex- 
penses were  $89,993,  leaving  a  deficit 
of  $16,689. 


Variety  Backs  Boys  Camp 

Cleveland — Local  Variety  Club  has 
adopted  the  Paradise  Valley  Summer 
camp  for  boys,  which  is  operated  by 
members  of  the  Cleveland  Police 
Dept.  Initial  major  charity  program 
of  the  Club  supplies  vacations  for 
about  1,000  boys  of  underprivileged 
families. 
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To  Aid  a  Great  Cause 

•  •  •  THERE  HAVE  BEEN  no  more  moving  appeals  voiced  for  any 
cause  that  the  New  York  film  industry  has  espoused  in  recent  years  than 
those  which  were  spoken  from  the  dais  yesterday  at  the  Hotel  Astor 

Greek  War  Orphan  luncheon  in  honor  of  Spyros  P.  Skouras Which 

is  understandable For  the  cause  itseli  is  eloquent  in  its  own  right 

Certain' y.  Si  H.  Fabian,  co-chairman  of  the  present  drive,  never 

made  a  more  completely  sincere  plea,  whether  in  support  of  the  nation's 

war  effort,  or  otherwise The  seal  of  impassioned  sincerity,  too.  was 

on  the  remarks,  notably,  of  George  Skouras  and  Harold  Russell 

And  the  simple  words  of  Maurice  Chevalier  were  in  kind You'll  find 

the  story  in  full  in  the  news  columns On  the  dais  yesterday  were, 

among  others: Leonard  Goldenson,  Samuel  Rinzler.  Robert  Coyne. 

Jack  Alicoate,  Malco'.m  Kingsberg,  John  Kalergis,  Mrs.  Harold  RusselL 
Jack  Cohn,  William  Hells Barney  Balaban.  Peter  Donald.  Arch- 
bishop Athenagoras,  Fred  J.  Schwartz.  Harold  RusselL  Si  H.  Fabian,  Ted 
Gamble,  Maurice  Chevalier,  Paul  Gouras  Economou.  George  Skouras, 
Frank  C.  Walker.  George  J.  Schaefer.  J.  R.  Vogel.  Harry  Brandt.  Abe  Mon- 
tague   Sol  Schwartz,  John  J.  O'Connor,  "Chick"  Lewis,  E.  K,  "Ted" 

O'Shea,  Gus  Eyssell,  William  White,  Gene  Tierney,  William  Michel, 
George  Xanthaky,  C.  J.  "Pat"  Scollard,  Al  O'Keefe,  Sam  Shain,  Howard 
Hunter.  Alfred  W.  Schwalberg.  Arthur  Sachson,  Adam  Adams 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES: William  F.  Rodgers  will  hold  an  indus- 
try press  luncheon  at  the  Astor  Hotel  next  Friday.  .  .  •  As  a  result  of 
revisions  made  in  all  prints,  the  National  Legion  of  Decency  has  re- 

c'.assified  Superfilms'  "Carmen"  from  "C"  to  "B" The  Legion  has 

also  placed  Republic's,  "Magnificent  Rogue,"  and  Universal's  "Odd  Man 
Out"  in  the  "objectionable  in  part"  category.  ...  •  Gene  Kelly  is  the 
new  national  chairman  of  the  Young  Progressive  Citizens  of  America. . . . 

•  Allied  Artists  now  has  $5,000,000  worth  of  film  tied  up  in  its  backlog 
of  four  pictures,  'It  Happened  on  5th  Avenue,"  "Black  Gold,"  "Tragic 
Symphony,"  and  "The  Gangster".  ...  •  Recommended  reading:  Philip 
Lesly's,  "Public  Relations.  Principles  and  Procedures."  a  compilation  of 
case  studies,  just  published  by  Ziif  Davis  ($4.50). ...  •  Harold  J.  Mirisch 
plans  to  head  an  important  new  producing  group,  fast  taking  shape  on  the 
Coast The  former  chief  buyer  for  RKO  theaters,  now  holding  con- 
ferences with  industry  execs,  Mirisch  will  vacation  in  Florida  before 
returning  to  New  York  after  Easter.  ...     •  Monogram  has  won  the  race 

to  put  a  picture  with  the  title,  "Kilroy  Was  Here"  into  production 

Shooting  started  on  the  Coast  at  the  weekend.  ...  •  Bob  McNeil  threw 
a  party  at  his  California  home  to  mark  the  opening  of  the  new  Menlo 

Park  Theater  at  Menlo  Park No,  Bob's  circuit,  the  Golden  State 

Theaters  is  not  the  owners The  Menlo  Park  is  owned  by  the  com- 
peting West  Side  Theater  Circuit More  of  that  spirit  in  this  biz 

would  be  mighty  helpful 

T  T  T 

•  •  •  THIS  7T  THAT: One  of  the  best  studies  of  the  indus- 
try from  the  investment  point  of  view  to  reach  Phil  M's  desk  in  a  long  time 

is  that  just  released  by  Hayden,  Stone  &  Co It  was  written  by  John 

M.  Beery.  ...  •  Three  American  air  lines  as  well  as  Air  France  and 
the  Dutch  Elm  Line  are  negotiating  with  Enterprise,  relative  to  the  New 
York  to  Paris  "Arch  of  Triumph"  junket. ...  •  The  Sioux  Fal'.s  exchange 
still  leads  in  RKO's  current  Ned  Depinet  drive.  ...  •  Maurice  Maurer 
told  Phil  M  yesterday  that  all  the  talk  about  the  Victoria  Theater  is  Just 
talk.  ...  •  J.  Arthur  Rank's  first  new  Canadian  theater,  the  Odeon 
at  North  Sidney.  N.  S.,  to  be  operated  in  partnership  by  A.  I.  Garson  and 
Odeon  Theater,  opened  over  the  weekend.  .  .  •  Tele-News  theaters 
would  like  to  play  to  controversial.  "Seeds  of  Destiny."  but  the  Army  has 
yet  to  give  its  consent  .  . . 


Technicolor  Prices 
Up  to  MeetPay  Hike 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
increase  Technicolor  has  offere 
upon  notice  within  14  days,  to  r< 
duce  commitments  for  photoj  -3  th 
photography  of  which  has  >  y« 
commenced  for  such  customers  s 
may  desire  to  arrange  for  such  car 
cellations. 

Since  Jan.  1,  1946,  several  ir 
creases  in  Technicolor's  price  hav 
been  made  which  in  the  aggregat 
have  not  covered  by  any  means  a 
the  increased  cost  to  Technicolor  c 
labor  and  material,  it  is  said.  Th 
occasion  for  the  present  increase 
the  increase  of  11.17  per  cent 
labor  rates  which  has  been  adopte 
retroactive  to  Jan.  1. 

In  connection  with  these  increase; 
Technicolor  has  expressed  its  detei 
mination  to  continue  to  try  to  fin 
ways  and  means  to  halt  and  ulti 
mately  to  reverse  the  rising  teen 
of  costs. 


500  to  Fete  Boasberg 
At  Luncheon  Thursday 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
cent  months.  Seated  on  the  dais  wil 
be: 

Harry  Brandt,  chairman;  Ra;. 
Moon,  chairman,  distributors  com 
mittee;  Leon  Rosenblatt,  treasurer  j 
Leo  Brecher.  Louis  Nizer.  Si  Fabian 
Max  A.  Cohen,  Frank  Damas,  Oscai 
Doob,  Julius  Joelson,  Malcolm  Kings 
berg,  Sol  Schwartz,  Edward  Lach 
man,  Arthur  Mayer,  Len  S.  Gruen 
berg,  Sam  Rinzler,  Leon  J.  Bam 
berger,  Phil  Hodes,  Sam  Rosen,  Ed 
ward  Rugoff,  Joseph  Seider,  Free 
Schwartz,  Sol  Strausberg,  Robert 
Weitman  and  William  White. 


Midwest  Carriers  Will 
Meet  to  Adjust  Scales 


Chicago — Pointing  out  that  Rail- 
way Express  Co.  advanced  rates  dur- 
ing the  past  year  and  seeks  another 
25  per  cent  hike,  film  carriers  will 
meet  shortly  to  adjust  Central  terri- 
tory delivery  scales.  Film  carrier 
rates  have  remained  static  for  some 
time,  it  was  stated. 


Films  Victorious  in 
Movies  vs.  Bubble  Gum 

Bergenfield,  N.  J.  —  Movies  won 
over  bubble  gum  Saturday  when 
Alex  Harris,  acting  manager  of  Pop's 
Palace,  stopped  the  show  and  de- 
livered an  ultimatum  to  his  kid 
audience.  Noting  that  gum  barrage 
sounded  like  a  firing  range  or  an 
old-time  Fourth  of  July  celebration, 
Harris  told  the  youngsters  that 
they  could  pop  bubbles  or  see  the 
films,  but  not  b:th.  Ushers  passed 
among  the  audience  to  collect  the 
wads  in  cardboard  boxes  and  the 
show  was  resumed. 
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i  ren  Named  to  Head 
MPP  Labor  Relations 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
lor    policy    for    the     Association 

:  ich  i^ludes  the  10  major  studios, 
t  t^— ast  seven  years  Boren  has 
sn  lnWstry  relations  manager  for 
^amount. 

3oren,  who  will  work  with  the 
.jor  studios'  labor  committee,  will 

■fie  over  his  new  duties  about  April 
Boren   had  been  an  employe   of 

\ramount  Studios  for  12  years,  and 

wed  as  studio  manager  from  1921 
1945. 


Little  Headlines: 


ampshire  Clearance  Over 
aine  Theater  Reduced 


The  Boston  arbitration  tribunal 
s  reduced  the  clearance  enjoyed  by 
:b  Colonial  and  Olympia  Theaters 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  over  the  Har- 
r  Theater  in  York  Harbor,  Me.,  to 
e  day.  Award  applies  to  future 
intracts  with  all  of  the  major  dis- 
.butors. 

Previous  clearance  was  14  days 
id  Lloyd  Bridgham,  operator  of  the 
arbor,  had  requested  reduction  to 
"reasonable  clearance  of  one  day." 
;ilied  Theater  Company  was  an  in- 
rvenor  in  the  complaint. 


PB-SOPEG  Contract  in 
egotiating  Stage 

I A  contract  between  Copyright  Pro- 
action  Bureau  and  Screen  Office  & 

ofessional  Employes  Guild,  Local 
»9,  UOPWA,  CIO  is  being  nego- 
ated  following  recognition  of  the 
lion  by  the  company  as  employe 
•llective  bargaining  agency. 

SOPEG  seeks  a  30  per  cent  wage 
crease  and  revised  classification. 
PB  is  represented  by  Edward  A. 
argoy  and  Joseph  Stein  while 
DPEG's  Otto  Langer  represents  the 
lion.  Further  discussions  are 
anned  for  Thursday. 


elease  "Fear"  April  18 

•  "Fear  in  the  Night,"  (Pine- 
homas)  will  be  released  by  Para- 
ount  April  18. 


amm  bells 


Berk-Scher 
Doris  V.  Berk,  daughter  of  David 
erk,  prominent  real  estate  broker, 
as  married  last  Sunday  to  Melvin 
•cher. 


Heinlein-Brereton 

Charlotte  Heinlein,  of  the  Para- 
lount  International  accounting  de- 
artment,  was  married  to  Leo  Brere- 
on  Saturday,  at  St.  Saviour  Church 
i  Brooklyn. 

Tanchain-Schwartz 

Selma  Tanchain,  office  manager  of 
^.nsell  Theaters,  was  married  on 
laturday  to  Morris  Schwartz. 


LOEWS  THEATERS,  through  Charles  C.  Moskowitz,  vice-president  and  treasurer, 
announced  yesterday  a  total  of  $24,145  in  contributions  to  the  annual  American  Red 
Cross  roll  call.  Of  this  amount  $9,700  has  been  allocated  among  the  Red  Cross  chapters 
in  New  York  City.  The  remainder  has  been  divided  up  among  chapters  in  the  various 
cities  where  Loew  Theaters  are  located. 

• 

SUPREME  COURT  JUSTICE  STANLEY  REED  will  hear  argument  by  the  eight  de- 
fendants and  the  Department  of  Justice  Friday  afternoon  on  the  defendants'  pleas  that 
the  effective  date  of  the  provisions  of  the  New  York  judgment  be  deferred.  As  re- 
vealed by  THE  FILM  DAILY  yesterday,  the  D  of  J  will  oppose  on  the  grounds  that  the 
relief  offered  by  the  judgment — while  inadequate,  from  the  Government  viewpoint — is 
better  than  nothing  at  all. 

• 

PRESIDENT  TRUMAN  over  the  week-end  ordered  all  building  controls  of  CPA  trans- 
ferred on  April  1  to  housing  expeditor  Frank  R.  Creedon  and  "fully  enforced"  by  him. 
CPA,  through  the  Office  of  Temporary  Controls,  has  administered  the  $60,OJ0,0OJ 
weekly  authorizations  for  theater  and  other  commercial  and  industrial  constructions. 

• 

JOHN  BALABAN,  president,  and  all  other  Great  States  officers  were  re-elected  at 
the  Quincy,  III.,  meeting  cf  the  board. 

• 

A  BUDGET  OF  ALMOST  $8,000,000  has  been  set  by  William  Cagney  for  the  three 
productions  scheduled  for  completion  by  his  company  during  1947,  it  was  announced 
rnday  by  United  Artists.  Breakdown:  $2,300,000,  'The  Time  of  Your  Life";  $2,100,000, 
"The  Stray  Lamb";  $3,500,000,  "A  Lion  Is  In  The  Streets."  James  Cagney  will  star  in 
the  trio. 

• 

IT  HAS  BEEN  REPORTED  that  Frank  Ross,  when  he  visits  London  next  week,  will 
approach  J.  Arthur  Rank  on  the  possibility  of  the  latter  producing  "The  Robe,"  since 
Mervyn  Le  Roy,  who  was  scheduled  to  do  it,  is  tied  up  with  an  M-G-M  contract. 

• 

WORLD  PREMIERE  OF  "NEW  ORLEANS,"  Jules  Levey's  forthcoming  UA  release, 
is  set  for  the  Saenger  Theater  in  New  Orleans  en  April  26,  the  UA  home  office  an- 
nounced Friday. 

• 

BILINGUAL  PLAYERS  under  contract  to  Alexander  Korda  may  be  assigned  to  make 
two  versions  of  future  product  in  different  languages.  Policy  was  revealed  with  the  an- 
nouncement that  Michele  Morgan  has  been  signed  to  do  a  picture  in  English  at  Korda's 
Shepperton  Studios  and  to  afterwards  remake  the  same  film  with  a  French  cast  in 
France.  Bilingual  players  on  the  Korda  list  include  Orson  Welles,  Paulette  Goddard,  James 
Mason,  Burgess  Meredith  and  Ralph  Richardson. 


Winter  Garden  vs.  Col. 
Suit  Called  Fantastic 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Jolson   Story"  began  yesterday  be- 
for    N.    Y.    Supreme    Court   Justice 
James  B.  M.  McNally  without  a  jury. 

Opening  address  was  made  by  the 
Shuberts'  trial  counsel  Charles 
Tuttle  in  which  he  asserted  the  value 
of  the  property  rights  to  the  name 
Winter  Garden. 

Attorney  Louis  Frohlich,  repre- 
senting Columbia,  stated  that  the 
Shubert  suit  was  "fantastic"  and  that 
the  Winter  Garden  was  just  an  inci- 
dental background  used  in  the  pic- 
ture. Frohlich  told  the  Court  that  the 
picture  was  "the  life  story  of  Al 
Jolson  and  not  a  story  about  the 
Winter  Garden." 

Depositions  of  Jack  Cohn  and  Nate 
Spingold  were  read  into  the  record. 

Trial  will  continue  today. 


Danish  Film  Censor 
Rejects  "Black  Friday" 

Copenhagen  (Via  Air  Mail)  — 
"Black  Friday,"  Universal  produc- 
tion, was  rejected  by  the  Danish  film 
censor.  The  distribution  rights  were 
recently  acquired  by  Dansk  Film  Co., 
independent  Danish  company. 


Goldstone  Gets  Two 
Devonshire  Reissues 


Judge  Stephen  Jackson 
Linked  with  MPAA  Post 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
centering  on  his  assignment  to  the 
Production  Code  Administration. 

Judge  Jackson  served  on  the  Do- 
mestic Relations  Court  bench  here 
for  about  a  decade,  and  recently  was 
on  the  Attorney  General's  panel  to 
study  juvenile  delinquency.  He  could 
not  be  reached  last  night  for  a  state- 
ment. 


Stoddard  on  EBF  Board 

Chicago  —  George  D.  Stoddard 
president  of  the  University  of  Illi- 
nois, has  been  named  a  member  of 
the  board  of  Encyclopaedia  Britan- 
nica  Films  Inc. 


Boston — Devonshire  Films  of  Bos- 
ton has  sold  the  rights  to  two  of  its  | 
productions,  "Under  the  Red  Robe" 
and  "Storm  in  a  Teacup"  to  Famous 
Pictures    Film    Exchange    in    New  j 
York  City,  operated  by  Harry  Gold- 
stone,  for  the  met.  New  York  terri-  j 
tory. 

Rankin  Dies  on  Coast 

West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Arthur  Rankin,  50, 
screen  actor  and  writer,  died  Sunday 
at  his  home.   Born  in  New  York,  he  j 
was   the   son   of    Harry   Davenport,  \ 
screen  veteran,  and  the  late  Phyllis 
Rankin. 


J.  H.  Mack  Passes 

J.  Herbert  Mack,  91,  former  presi- 
dent of  the  Columbia  Amusement  Co., 
one-time  leading  burlesque  circuit, 
died  at  his  home  over  the  week-end. 
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Metro's  1947  Production  Schedule  Lists  45  Film 


Emphasis  to  be  On  Novels, 
Literary  Classics  and 
Top  Musical  Properties 

^Continued  from  Page  l  I 
operation  in  England,  plans  com- 
pleted with  Ben  Goetz,  in  charge  of 
the  Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  British 
Studios,  indicate  that  '"Young  Bess'' 
will  be  first  to  go  before  the  cameras 
there,  to  be  followed  by  "The  Secret 
Garden,"  starring  Margaret  O'Brien. 
Best  Sellers  Prominent 

Three  current  best  sellers  are  in- 
cluded in  the  program,  "The  Huck- 
sters," by  Frederick  Wakeman,  star- 
ring Clark  Gable  and  Deborah  Kerr; 
Sholem  Asch's  "East  River,"  with 
Gene  Kelly  and  June  Allyson,  and  J. 
P.  Marquand's  "B.  F.'s  Daughter," 
with  Katharine  Hepburn  in  the  title 
role.  Sinclair  Lewis'  "Cass  Timber- 
lane"  is  scheduled  to  star  Spencer 
Tracy  and  Lana  Turner. 

Both  the  second  and  third  year 
winners  of  the  annual  M-G-M  novel 
contest  are  scheduled  for  1947  pro- 
duction. These  are  "Before  the  Sun 
Goes  Down,"  by  Elizabeth  Metzger 
Howard,  and  "Return  to  Night,"  by 
Mary  Renault. 

"Green  Dolphin  Street,"  by  Eliza- 
beth Goudge,  first  winner  of  the 
contest,  and  starring  Lana  Turner, 
Van  Heflin,  Donna  Reed  and  Richard 
Hart,  is  now  being  edited  for  1947  re- 
lease. 

Stories  on  1947  Schedule 

Also  on  the  schedule  are  John  P. 
Marquand's  novel,  "So  Little  Time"; 
"Speak  to  Me  of  Love,"  from  Mar- 
jorie  Sharp's  novel,  "The  Nutmeg 
Tree,"  to  co-star  Greer  Garson  and 
Walter  Pidgeon,  and  "Three  O'Clock 
Dinner,"  by  Josephine  Pickney,  star- 
ring Lana  Turner. 

Likewise  to  be  filmed  are:  "Homecoming' 
of  Ulysses."  by  Sidney  Kingsley,  starring 
Clark  Gable;  "Angel's  Flight."  By  Edward 
Hoestius,  also  to  star  Gable:  "Red  Danube." 
by  Bruce  Marshall:  "Lust  for  Life,"  by 
Irving'  Stone,  starring  Spencer  Tracy. 

Also,  "Robinson  Crusoe,"  to  be  filmed  in 
Technicolor;    "The   Kissing   Bandit,''    starring 


Average  Cost  of  277  Features  Produced  by 

Eight  Majors  in  1946  Placed  at  8665,863 

Total  cost  of  the  277  feature-length  motion  pictures  produced  in  1946  by 
eight  major  motion  picture  companies  is  estimated  at  $410,003,000,  according  to 
the  1947  FILM  DAILY  YEAR  BOOK,  just  published.  Average  per  feature  is  put 
at  $665,863. 

Short  subjects  produced  by  the  companies  cost  an  additional  $3,200,000,  it  is 
reported. 

In  1945,  the  companies  spent  $401  577,800,  an  average  of  $554,386,  for  their 
feature  pictures. 

Approximately  100  additional  feature  films  were  made  in  Hollywood  during 
1946,  but  the  cost  cf  these  "independent"  pictures  is  not  given. 


EVERY  EXECUTIVE  IN  THE 
INDUSTRY  FINDS  USE  FOR 

THE  YEAR  BOOK  OF 
MOTION    PICTURES 
EVERY  DAY  THROUGH- 
OUT THE  YEAR. 

29  tk    Cdltlon 

JUST  OFF  THE 
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THE     FILM     DAILY 

1501  Broadway,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Kathryn    Grayson    and   Frank    Sinatra;    "Big', 

I  Jim,"   starring   Wallace  Beery;    "'Daddy  Is   a 

Wolf,"  starring  Walter  Pidgeon,  Jane  Powell. 

Lauritz  Melchior   and  Xavier  Cugat:   "Broth- 

|  ers    of    the    East    Side,"    to    star    Margaret 

;  O'Brien,  Van  Heflin,  Karin  Booth  and  Danny 

!  Thomas,  and  "Killer  McCoy,"  starring  Mickey 

Rooney. 

Also,     "If    Winter    Comes."    by    A.    S.    M. 
!  Hutchinson;   "Chimes  of  Bruges,"  by  Georges 
I  Rodenbach,  starring  Greer  Garson;  "The  For-  . 
I  tunes  of  Richard  Mahoney,''  by  Henry  Handel 
'  Richardson,  to  star  Miss  Garson  and  Gregory 
I  Peck;   "Family  of  Jock,"  unpublished  novel  | 
|  by    Marjorie    Kinnan     Rawlings,    to    co-star 
Claude  Jarman.   Jr..   and  Lassie;    "Coquette,"  j 
starrmg  Lana  Turner. 

Also,    "Move    Over,    This   Is   Love,"    star- 
I  ring    Robert     Taylor:     "Three    Musketeers," 
with    Robert    Walker;    "The    Life   of   Monty 
i  Stratton,"   with  Van   Johnson:    "Bedevilled,"  ! 

starring-   Robert   Taylor:    "The   House   Above 

1  the     River,''     starring     Katharine    Hepburn;  ' 

"International   Venus,"   starring  Esther  Wil- 

liams;  "Brothers  Karamazov."  starring  Spen- 

i  cer   Tracy,    Robert    Taylor   and    Van   Heflin; 

j  "Ted  Sloan."   with  Mickey  Rooney;   "To  An 

Island     With     You,"     in     Technicolor,     with 

Esther  Williams,  Peter  Lawford,  Cyd  Charisse 

I  and   Xavier   Cugat,    and   "Life   of   Her   Own," 

starring  William  Powell. 

Musical   Properties 

Musical     properties     scheduled     for     1947 

I  production  include   "Annie   Get   Tour   Gun," 

j  current  Broadway  success,  to  star  Judy  Gar- 

j  land,  with  music  by  Irving  Berlin.      "Easter 

Parade"  will  feature  Berlin's  music  and  a  east 

including  Judy  Garland,  Frank  Sinatra,   Gene 

Kelly  and  Red  Skelton. 

Already  in  production  is  the  musical  adap- 
!  tation  of  S.  X.  Behrman's  play,  "The  Pirate," 
with  music  by  Cole  Porter  and  a  cast  headed 
by  Miss  Garland,  Gene  Kelly  and  Walter 
Slezak.  "Good  News,"  Broadway  hit  by 
Larry  Schwab  and  Buddy  DeSylva,  is  before 
the  cameras  with  June  Allyson  and  Peter 
Lawford   starred. 

Also  on  the  musical  schedule  is  "The  Good 
Old  Summertime,"  co-starring  Frank  Sinatra 
and  Gene  Kelly:  "The  Story  of  Rodgers  and 
Hart";  "Cabbages  and  Kings,"  to  star  Gene 
Kelly  and  June  Allyson,  and  "Reunion  in 
Vienna.''  operetta  with  Kathryn  Grayson. 
16  Color  Cartoons 
Short  subjects  scheduled  total  4S.  includ- 
ing 16  color  cartoons:  10  Pete  Smith  Special- 
ties; sis  John  Xesbitt  Passing  Parades;  12 
FitzPatrick  Traveltalks.  and  four  two-reel 
dramas. 

Serving  as  the  producers  of  the  year's 
schedule  of  pictures  will  be  Pandro  S.  Ber- 
man.  Jack  Cummings.  Sidney  Franklin,  Arthur 
Freed.  Leon  Gordon.  George  Haight,  Arthur 
Hornblow,  Jr.,  Edwin  Knopf,  Sam  Marx, 
Robert  Lord.  Joe  Pasternak,  Xat  Perrin, 
Harry  Rapf,  Everett  Riskin,  Robert  Sisk. 
Carey  Wilson,  William  Wright  and  Sam 
Zimbalist. 

Mayer  reported  that  the  company  holds 
direct  contracts  with  or  options  for  stories 
now  being  written  by  many  of  the  world's 
foremost  contemporary  novelists  and  play- 
wrights.    Among  these  are: 

Louis  Bromfield.  John  P.  Marquand,  Clem- 
ence  Dane.  Sidney  Kingsley,  Samson  Raphael- 
son,  S.  N.  Behrman,  Richard  Llewellyn,  Paul 
Osborne.  Ferenc  Molnar.  Robert  Nathan,  Paul 
Green.  John  Balderston  and  Donald  Ogden 
Stewart. 

Stars  on  Co.'9  Roster 
M-G-M's  star  list  comprises:  June  Ally- 
son.  Lucille  Ball.  Lionel  Barrymore.  Wallace 
Beery.  Clark  Gable.  Judy  Garland.  Greer  Gar- 
son, Kathryn  Grayson.  Katharine  Hepburn. 
Van  Johnson.  Gene  Kelly.  Deborah  Kerr. 
Lassie,    Myrna    Loy,    George    Murphy,    Mar- 


garet O'Brien,  Gregory  Peck,  Walter  Pidgeon. 
William  Powell.  Mickey  Rooney,  Frank  Sin- 
atra, Red  Skelton,  Ann  Sothern,  Robert  Tay- 
lor, Spencer  Tracy,  Lana  Turner,  Robert 
Walker  and  Esther  Williams. 

Also  appearing  in  the  east,  from  the 
studio's  contract  list  of  65  featured  players, 
are:  Leon  Ames,  Warner  Anderson,  Morris 
Ankrum.  Edward  Arnold,  Mary  Astor,  Karin 
Booth,  Lucille  Bremer,  Spring  Byington,  Cyd 
Charisse,  Linda  Christian,  Gladys  Cooper, 
James  Craig,  Hume  Cronyn.  Gloria  DeHaven. 
Tom  Drafee,  Jimmy  Durante,  Ava  Gardner, 
Frances  Gifford,  Connie  Gilchrist.  Gloria 
Grahame,  Edmund  Gwenn.  Richard  Hart, 
Van  Heflin,  Tom  Helmore.  John  Hodiak,  Lena 
Home,  Jose  Iturbi,  Claude  Jarman,  Jr.,  Butch 
Jenkins,  Johnnie  Johnston,  Michael  Kirby, 
Marina  Koshetz,  Angela  Lansbury,  Peter 
Lawford,  Janet  Leigh,  Marjorie  Main,  Marie 
McDonald,  Marilyn  Maxwell,  Patricia  Medina. 
Lauritz  Melchior,  Cameron  Mitchell,  Ricardo 
Montalban.  Frank  Morgan,  Barry  Nelson, 
Virginia  O'Brien,  Reginald  Owen.  Dorothy 
Patrick,  Jane  Powell,  Richard  Quine,  Donna 
Reed,  Lina  Romay,  Dick  Simmons,  Dean 
Stockwell  Lewis  Stone,  Mary  Stuart.  Clinton 
Sundberg,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Phyllis  Thaxter, 
Danny  Thomas,  Marshall  Thompson,  Audrey 
Totter.  Beverly  Tyler,  Marie  Windsor,  Keenan 
Wynn    and    Xavier    Cugat. 

M-G-M  directors  who  will  pilot  these  stories 
to  the  screen  are  Harry  Beaumont,  Clarence 
Brown,  Eddie  Buzzell.  Jack  Conway,  George 
Cukor,  Robert  Z.  Leonard.  Mervyn  LeRoy, 
David  Miller.  Vincente  Minnelli,  Roy  Row- 
land, Victor  Saville.  George  Sidney,  S.  Sylvan 
Simon.  Norman  Taurog,  Richard  Thorpe. 
Charles  Walter.  Richard  Whorf  and  Fred 
Wilcox. 

Top  Writers  Represented 

In  the  studio's  current  films  and  forth- 
coming productions  such  noted  writers  are 
represented  as  Frederick  Wakeman,  Carl  Sand- 
berg,  Sinclair  Lewis.  Louis  Bromfield,  Mar- 
jorie Kinnan  Rawlings.  Charles  Nordhoff  and 
James  Norman  Hall,  Eugene  O'Neill.  Mac- 
Kinlay  Kantor,  J.  P.  Marquand,  John  Balder- 
ston. S.  N.  Behrman,  Clemenee  Dane,  Robert 
Nathan,  Jack  Andrews,  Robert  Andrews,  Rob- 
ert Ardrey,  Jeanne  Bartlett.  Albert  Beich. 
Syd  Boehm.  Guy  Bolton.  Marvin  Borowsky. 
Lou  Breslow,  George  Bruce,  Harold  Buehman, 
David  Chandler,  Anne  M.  Chapin,  Edward 
Chodorov,  Lester  Cole.  Richard  Connell,  Whit- 
field Cook.  Dorothy  Cooper,  Luther  Davis. 
Steve  Fisher,  Peggy  Fitts,  Al  Friedman. 
George  Foreschel,  Francis  Goodrich,  Hugh 
Gray.  Charles  Greene,  Jr.,  Albert  Hackett, 
Capt.  H.  S.  Haislip,  Robert  Halff,  Jack  Hard- 
ing. Peter  Helmers.  Monckton  Hoefte,  Jean 
Holloway,  Tamara  Hovey,  Cyril  Hume,  Polly 
James.  Leslie  Kardos,  Charles  Kaufman, 
Gina  Kaus,  Dorothy  Kingsley,  Frederick  Koh- 
ner.  Gladys  Lehman.  Isobel  Lennart.  Sonya 
Levien,  William  Lipman,  Richard  Llewellyn. 
William  Ludwig,  Jan  Lustig,  Richard  Ma- 
cauley.  John  Lee  Mahin.  John  Meehan,  Clif- 
ford Odets.  James  O'Hanlon.  Paul  Osborn. 
Paul  Rameau.  Jr..  Irving  Raveteh,  Marguerite 
Roberts.  Harry  Ruskin,  Adela  Rogers  St. 
Johns,  Ivan  Tors.  Guy  Trosper,  Dalton  Tram- 
bo,  Osso  Van  Eyss.  Thelma  Watson,  Com- 
mander Frank  Wead.  George  Wells,  Hans 
Wilhelm,  Arthur  Wimperis.  Samson  Raphael- 
son   and  Donald   Ogden   Stewart. 


Chaplin  Names  Buchanan  &  Co. 

West  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Charles  Chaplin  has 
appointed  Buchanan  and  Company  as 
advertising    agency    for    "Monsieur 
Yerdoux." 


N.  J.  Fed.  To  Fight 
ocal  Ticket  Taxes 


(Continued  from  Page  1/  - 
legislative     representative     of 
MPAA,  also  sat  in. 

The  Federation  will  concern  its< 
essentially  with  legislative  matte 
and  yesterday's  meeting  mapp 
strategy  to  be  employed  in  opposi: 
Assembly  Bill  No.  27,  introduc 
March  17  by  Assemblyman  Mischli 
and  now  before  the  Committee 
Miscellaneous  Business. 

The  measure  would  authorize  a; 
municipality  to  adopt  by  referendu 
ordinances  imposing  retail  sales  a: 
service  taxes,  with  the  measure 
plying  to  theater  admissions,  a: 
further  specifying  the  taxes  impos 
shall  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  a: 
not  absorbed. 

The  schedule  of  taxes  provides  f 
a  tax  of  two  cents  on  admissio: 
over  12  and  not  over  50  cents;  tax  • 
three  cents  on  admissions  over  - 
and  not  over  $1,  and  the  tax  of  thr< 
cents  on  each  dollar  over  $1,  and 
there's  any  fraction  of  a  dollar,  tl 
tax  on  such  fraction  according  to  tl 
schedule. 


Bow  of  RKO's  "Daughter" 
To  Have  Distaff  of  Judiciar 

World  premiere  of  RKO's  Doi 
Schary  production,  "The  Farmer 
Daughter,"  today  at  the  Rivoli  Thf' 
ater,  besides  having  a  large  quo* 
of  stage  and  screen  celebrities,  wi 
have  as  added  attraction  represents 
tion  of  "women  judges  from  cit 
courts,  councilwomen,  and  of  editoi 
ial  heads. 


Leo  Dwyer  Dead 

Cleveland — Leo  F.  Dwyer,  63,  onel 
time  Cleveland  theater  equipmer. 
dealer  and  for  the  past  10  year 
owner  of  Lake  Theater  in  Celine 
Ohio,  died  while  undergoing:  an  oper 
ation  at  Gibbons  Hospital.  Service  I 
and  burial  were  held  Sunday  if 
Celina  where  he  is  survived  by  ;' 
wife,  son,  daughter,  mother,  brothe" 
and  sister. 


STORK  REPORTS 


Morristown,   N.  J. — Genivee   Can 

non,  cashier  at  Reade's  Community 
gave  birth  to  a  nine  pound  baby  boj_ 
last  week. 

Atlanta — A, favorite  brunette,  Len- 
ell  Marguerite    (seven  pounds,  nin«j 
ounces,  and  in  fine  shape)  has  come; 
into  the  lives  of  the  Leonard  Aliens 
Father  is   Paramount's   special  rep 
in  the  Atlanta  territory. 


Chicago  —  Joe  Mack,  of  Filmaci 
Trailers,  became  a  father  with  the 
birth  of  a  seven  pound,  two  ounce 
boy  at  the  Passavant  Hospital. 
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Reeling  'Round 
WASHINGTON 


,t=    By  ANDREW  H.  OLDER    = 

'       WASHINGTON 

HEARTENING   thing    is    taking   place 

k  hei^as  a  joint  Congressional  Commit- 

h^^_info     consideration     of     various 

bill^Wr  the  District  of  Columbia.  One 

did  not  suppose  that  the  fate  of  the  un- 

tunate    voteless    people    of    Washington 

jld    cause    much    worry    in    these    days 

en  most  Americans  are  concerned  with 

ional   and   international    issues.    But   the 

;t  is  that  the  mail  reaching  Congressional 

iks    indicates    a    good    deal    of    concern 

*  the  proposed  D  C  admissions  tax. 

•  • 

KHIBITORS  throughout  the  country  have 
l  read  about  this  tax  in  this  paper  and 
lewhere,  and  have  figured  out  that  im- 
ntion  of  such  a  tax  in  Washington 
uld  establish  a  precedent  which  could 
U  escape  the  notice  of  legislators  in  their 
■n  states.  Further,  they  are  aware  that 
ft  Congressmen  and  Senators  whose  votes 
tild  put  across  such  a  tax  might  exer- 
ts considerable  influence  for  such  a  tax 
>k  home.... The  memories  of  some  ex- 
i tors  seem  to  go  back  three  decades 
so,  and  they  recall  that  prohibition  was 
sd  out  in  the  District  of  Columbia  be- 
'ie  it  became  a  national  policy.  Other 
i ilar  instances  can  be  found. 
There  is  today  a  fairly  steady  trickle  of 
■I  from  showmen  to  their  represente- 
es here  —  particularly  those  senators 
d  congressmen  on  the  rosters  of  the 
■use  and  Senate  District  Committees.  Of 
'urse,  whether  the  tax  finally  goes  through 
a  matter  for  vote  of  the  entire  House 
d  Senate,  so  exhibitors  should  let  each 
smber  of  those  two  bodies  know  how  they 
el  about  it.... Of  course,  a  letter  from 
ck  home  exercises  about  twice  as  much 
irsuasion  as  does  an  hour's  testimony 
am  a  civic  leader  here  in  Washington. 


i  NOTHER  District  matter  before  Con- 
*  gress  today  is  the  question  of  whether 
is  city  should  have  the  right  to  daylight 
ving  time.  Since  the  District  is  just 
out  100  per  cent  an  urban  area,  the 
aditional  complaint  of  the  farmer  should 
t  be  held  important — but  farm  belt 
ngressmen  are  so  dead  set  against  tarn- 
ring  with  the  time  that  they've  been 
etty  solidly  opposed  to  giving  Wash- 
gtonians  an  extra  evening  hour  of  day- 
;ht.  In  the  past,  when  this  matter  has 
me  up,  D.  C.  showmen  have  been  in  the 
ick  of  the  fight  against  daylight  time, 
r  the  very  understandable  reason  that  it 
ies  cut  into  their  business.  Just  how  far 
cuts  in  is  hard  to  demonstrate — but  even 


CHARTERED 


FILM  RIGHTS  INTERNATIONAL  LTD.,  New 
irk,  N.  Y.,  with  capital  of  200  shares  no 
ir  value  stock,  three  shares  subscribed,  to 
stribute  motion  pictures.  Incorporated  by 
Ina  F.  Nunes,  Shirley  Specland,  Ruth  Geller. 
JOYCELAND  AMUSEMENT  CO.,  INC.,  New 
irfield,  Conn.  Officers:  Anthony  M.  Plumb, 
esident;  Wilma  Plumb,  vice-president-secre- 
ry  and  0.  Richard  Plumb,  assistant  treasurer. 
MODERN  HOME  AMUSEMENTS,  INC.,  ten- 
sion receivers.  Capital,  200  shares  of  no  par 
llue  stock.  Principal  office:  Corporation  Trust 
3.,  Wilmington,  Del. 


N.  Y.  Ind.  Backs  Greek  Drive 

$190,800  Met.  Quota  Off  To  Good  Start 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


Brandt,  William  Helis  and  Paul 
Gouras  -  Economou,  Greek  charge 
d'affaire,  was  enthusiastic  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  New  York  metro- 
politan area  quota  of  $190,800  to 
save  2,385  Greek  orphans  is  well  on 
its  way  to  success. 

Peter  Donald,  Emcee 

Toastmaster  Fred  Schwartz  intro- 
duced Peter  Donald  who  acted  as 
m.c.  and  presented  the  other  speak- 
ers. 

Fabian  pointed  out  that  a  com- 
mittee of  more  than  100  industry 
leaders  had  authorized  the  motion 
picture  phase  of  the  drive  to  honor 
Spyros  P.  Skouras,  since  the  relief 
of  the  orphans  of  Greece  was  a  pro- 
ject close  to  his  heart.  Fabian  said 
that  the  industry  quota  had  been 
set  for  the  saving  of  15,000  orphans, 
or  one  each  for  the  15,000  motion 
picture  theaters  in  this  country. 
Eighty  dollars  is  needed  for  the  re- 
lief of  each  child  so  that  the  total 
sum  sought  by  the  drive  is  $1,200,000. 

Skouras,  unable  to  be  present  be- 


Cheyfritz  Urges  Closer 
Worker  Management  Ties 

Management  should  make  its  books 
available  to  unions,  should  justify 
the  profits  it  makes,  and  should  be 
ready  to  show  that  it  shares  with 
labor  and  the  public  the  fruits  re- 
sulting from  increased  production, 
Edward  T.  Cheyfritz,  assistant  to 
Eric  A.  Johnston,  president  of 
MPAA,  told  the  monthly  dinner  of 
the  N.  Y.  Personnel  Management 
Association  last  night  at  the  Colum- 
bia University  Club. 

Quoting  a  recent  Elmo  Roper  poll, 
Cheyfritz  stated  50  per  cent  of  the 
nation's  factory  workers  are  discon- 
tented in  their  jobs.  Large  segments 
of  U.  S.  wage  earners  are  frustrated. 
In  the  professional  field,  it  was 
pointed  out,  90  per  cent  so  engaged 
find  pleasure  in  their  work.  The 
agricultural  field  found  80  per  cent 
interested  in  their  work. 

In  his  opinion,  Cheyfritz  stated 
"A  willingness  to  show  the  corpor- 
ation's books  to  the  union  is  the  best 
antidote  to  the  anti-profit  union  at- 
titude." 


the   strongest   proponents   of  daylight   time 
admit  pix  attendance  would  be  affected. 

This  year,  however,  local  showmen  are 
being  rather  quiet  about  the  problem  for 
fear  that  they  might  draw  a  good  deal  of 
displeasure  from  the  admittedly  large  sec- 
tion of  the  public  —  probably  a  majority 
— which  favors  the  time  change.  We  think 
that's  a  wise  decision — since  residents  of 
this  city  never  have  much  to  say  about  the 
more  important  problems  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, they  can  and  do  get  pretty  ex- 
cited about  the  relatively  minor  problems 
— and  a  good  deal  of  heat  can  be  gen- 
erated over  the  question  of  whether  the 
clock  should  be  set  up  an  hour. 


Show  "Cheyenne"  AprU  21 

WB's     "Cheyenne"     will     be     na- 
tionally tradeshown  on  April  21. 


cause  of  a  business  trip  to  Latin 
America,  was  represented  by  William 
Helis,  president  of  the  Greek  War 
Relief  Associations.  Helis  paid  trib- 
ute to  the  co-chairmen  of  the  drive's 
working  committee,  Jack  Cohn,  Ned 
E.  Depinet  and  Si  H.  Fabian. 
ITOA  Members  to  Serve 

Harry  Brandt,  president  of  ITOA, 
announced  that  at  today's  meeting 
of  his  organization,  every  member 
would  be  deputized  to  serve  on  the 
drive  committee  and  that  he  would 
seek  a  pledge  from  each  theater  to 
be  responsible  for  one  orphan.  Brandt 
urged  all  exhibitors  to  align  them- 
selves in  the  cause. 

Members  of  the  committee  heading 
yesterday's  event  included  Depinet, 
Cohn,  Fabian,  Harry  Kalmine,  Sol 
Schwartz,  Brandt,  Ted  Gamble,  Tom 
Connors,  Robert  Coyne,  Ben  Serko- 
wich,  S.  Barret  McCormick,  Charles 
Schlaif  er,  Sam  Shain,  Fred  Schwartz, 
Joseph  R.  Vogel,  Sam  Rinzler,  Ralph 
Pielow,  Max  Cohen  and  Ben  Abner. 


Finnegan  Joining  Tub  Thumpers 
Chicago  —  Richard  J.  Finnegan, 
publisher  of  the  Times,  was  made 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Chicago 
Tub  Thumpers  at  a  meeting  last 
night. 


Monogram  Plans  32 
Features,  16  Westerns 

(Continued  from  Page   1) 

vertising  and  exploiting  the  Mono- 
gram and  Allied  Artists  lineups. 

Included  in  the  western  schedule 
are  eight  starring  Johnny  Mack 
Brown  and  eight  starring  Jimmy 
Wakely,  an  increase  of  two  Wakelys 
over  the  current  season  lineup.  Ex- 
ploitation budget  for  the  westerns 
was  put  at  $100,000. 

Monogram  board  members  at  the 
meeting,  presided  over  by  Broidy  in 
the  absence  of  Ray  Johnston,  in- 
cluded George  D.  Burrows,  Will 
Hurlburt,  Charley  Trampe,  Sam 
Wolf,  Norton  Ritchey,  Herman  Rif- 
kin,  Edward  Morey,  Howard  Stub- 
bins,  Arthur  Bromberg,  Jack  Schlai- 
fer,  Lon  Fidler,  and  Sol  Francis. 


Conn.  Committee  Rejects 
Kid  Admissions  Measure 


Hartford,  Conn.  —  A  Senate  bill 
which  would  prohibit  unaccompanied 
children  under  the  age  of  14  from  at- 
tending theaters  was  reported  un- 
favorably by  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee of  the  Connecticut  Legislature. 

No  hearing  has  been  held  on  an- 
other bill  which  would  authorize  a 
censor  board  to  approve  films  for 
exhibition  to  children  under  14. 
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Fast,  On-Schedule 

AIR  EXPRESS 
SERVICE 

to  5  CONTINENTS 


•i 


One  airwaybill  over  one  carrier  all  the  way  to 

destinations  in  51  countries  on  5  continents. 

•  Two  Terminals  in  New  York: 

La  Guardia  Field,  Hangar  #A 
5  Pearl  Street 

•  Regular  flight  schedules 

•  Low  International  Rates 

•  Experienced  personnel  to  assist  you 

Consult  Your  BROKER  .  .  . 
or  Telephone  WHitehall  3-6700 


FRENCH    NATIONAL   AIRLINES     24  State  St.,  New  York  4 
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"2nd  Chance"  Marks 
Wurliel's  30th  Year 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Completion  by  Sol  M. 
Wurtzel  of  "Second  Chance"  marks  a 
dual   anniversary   in   the   producer's 
long  record.    Pic- 
ture   is    his    one 
housandth  and 
also   celebrates 
Wurtzel's  30th 
year  in  20th-Fox 
production. 

In  March,  1917, 
Wurtzel,  then  sec- 
retary to  William 
Fox,  was  sent  to 
Hollywood  to  be- 
come general 
manager  and  pro- 
duction executive 
of  the  Fox  stu- 
dios. He  remained 
a  production  ex- 
ecutive for  the 


SOL  M.  WURTZEL 


company,  and  its  successor,  20th- 
Fox  until  November,  1945,  when  he 
organized  his  own  independent  pro- 
duction unit  releasing  through  20th- 
Fox. 

During  his  30-year  tenure,  Wurt- 
zel helped  to  develop  the  careers  of 
a  number  of  screen  notables  includ- 
ing Shirley  Temple,  John  Gilbert, 
Spencer  Tracy,  Paul  Muni,  Will  Rog- 
ers, Jane  Withers,  John  Ford,  Wil- 
liam Wellman,  Lamar  Trotti,  Dudley 
Nichols,  and  others. 

He  inaugurated  the  Charlie  Chan 
series  in  1930,  the  Jones  series  in 
1935  and  the  Mr.  Moto  series  in  1937. 
Among  his  top  grossers  were  "The 
Queen  of  Sheba"  and  "The  Connecti- 
cut Yankee,"  with  Will  Rogers. 


Ticket  Levy  Proposed  in  Wis. 

Madison,  Wis. — A  10  per  cent  state 
tax  on  theater  admissions,  along 
with  increased  levies  on  liquor  and 
cigarettes,  is  proposed  in  the  bill  in- 
troduced in  the  Wisconsin  Legis- 
lature to  raise  $128,000,000  annually 
to  pay  soldier  bonuses. 


U  fiy  Van  Johnson 

Bucks  Red  Cross 

I  WONDER  how  many  people 
'  realize  there  are  more  than  83,- 
000  veterans  of  World  Wars  I  and 
II  w  ho  are 
still  confined 
to  hospitals. 
And  that 
among  those 
men,  the  Red 
Cross  is  still 
an  active 
force,  bring- 
ing help  and 
cheer  to  those 
who   need   it 

so  much.  Support  of  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  work  it  is  doing,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  a  duty  and  an  obligation 
which  no  right  thinking  person  could 
possibly  shirk.  I  know  that  it  has 
mine  —  and  always  will.  —  VAN 
JOHNSON. 


REVIEWS  Of  HEUJ  FILMS 


'Great  Expectations' 


with  John  Mills,  Valerie  Hobson 
Univ.-Int.  115  Mins. 

WELL-NIGH  FLAWLESS  DICKENS'  INTERPRETATION  IS  A  SOUND  JOB  OF 
STORY-TELLING;  A  SOCK  DRAMATIC  ENTERTAINMENT  WITH  CONSUMMATE  AR- 
TISTRY EVIDENT  THROUGHOUT.  IT  SPELLS  TOP  GROSSES. 

The  easy  way  to  take  the  literary  work  cf  Charles  Dickens  is  via  the  film.  That  fact 
was  never  so  true  as  it  is  in  the  case  of  this  J.  Arthur  Rank  Cineguild  Production.  Popular 
literary  taste  is  one  thing.  The  monument  of  writing  that  Dickens  left  behind  still  stands. 
Perhaps  it  will  loom  again  as  a  source  of  screen  material.  Past  performances  of  Dickens' 
works  have  been  important  theatrical  revenue,  fcr  Dickens  was  a  writer  who  probed,  dug, 
brought  into  the  light  of  day  many  variegated  facets  of  life,  of  periods,  bizarre  personali- 
ties, of  more  than  simple  interest. 

David  Lean's  direction  of  this  film  is  an  example  for  the  books,  the  know-how  manuals. 
He  keeps  the  stcry  flowing  constantly  with  fine,  swift  change  of  pace.  Never  for  one 
moment  does  the  tale  droop  or  is  interest  made  to  falter.  The  plot  is  a  series  of  stories 
within  stories,  characterizations,  concentration  of  color  and  costume  of  the  period  and 
keen  analysis  into  motives.  Very  creditable  is  selection  of  locales  which  render  sincerity 
and  credence.  At  once  the  spectator  is  made  to  feel  the  reality  of  the  setting  in  this 
latter  respect.  Replete  with  many  plots  and  subplots,  the  story  unfolds  with  coherence. 

There  are  astonishingly  fine  performances.  Seen  in  the  early  parts  of  the  story  are  An- 
thony Wager  and  Jean  Simmons,  a  pair  of  youngsters  who  perform  with  honesty,  candor, 
fine  skill.  Later,  in  the  same  name  parts,  but  as  grown-ups,  John  Mills  and  Valerie  Hobson 
soundly  convince  the  audience  cf  the  passing  of  years.  The  resemblances  of  the  child 
players  to  Mills  and  Miss  Hobson  is  a  masterful  piece  of  casting. 

The  essence  of  the  Dickens'  story  is  the  childhood  and  young  adult  life  of  "Pip"  and 
"Estella."  John  Mills,  the  former  is  an  orphan,  Miss  Hobson,  as  "Estella"  is  the  adopted 
charge  cf  Martita  Hunt,  an  embittered  old  woman,  who  raises  the  girl  to  lead  the  male 
sex  on  and  play  havoc  with  their  emotional  sensibilities.  This  is  a  vengeful  motive  for  her 
own  disastrous  wedding  day. 

Mills  as  a  youngster  encounters  an  escaped  convict  whom  he  furnishes  with  food  and 
drink.  The  convict  is  later  retaken.  The  boy's  home  life  is  not  what  it  might  be.  In  shrrt 
order  he  is  summoned  by  Miss  Hunt  to  her  big  house  to  play  with  Jean  Simmons.  The 
girls  angers  and  mystifies  him  but  he  returns  and  this  goes  on  until  he  reaches  14,  age 
when  he  becomes  apprenticed  to  Blacksmith  Bernard  Miles.  Six  years  later  he  is  informed 
of  a  legacy  that  will  take  him  to  Lond:n  and  enable  him  to  become  a  gentleman.  He  is 
not  able  to  learn  the  identity  of  his  benefactors  but  he  harbors  a  suspicion  it  is  Miss 
Hunt.  In  London  he  becomes  the  man  about  town  and  everything  is  rosy.  Miles  visits 
him  and  there  is  a  painful  new  social  barrier  sprung  up  between  them.  Later,  Finlay 
Currie,  the  escaped  convict  who  was  sent  to  Australia  where  he  made  a  fortune  in  sheep, 
comes  a-visiting  and  Mills  is  set  right.  Alec  Guinness,  Mills'  companion  is  taken  into  the 
secret. 

Miss  Hobson,  meanwhile  has  been  educated  abroad,  returns  to  London  to  become  a 
butterfly  on  the  social  scene.  Mills  is  enamoured  of  her  but  she  seems  him  for  others. 
This  attention  for  other  men  is  primarily  directed  at  eventually  making  their  lives  quite 
miserable.  She  plans  to  wed.  When  Mills  learns  of  this  he  sets  about  to  go  to  Australia 
with  Currie.  Currie  is  in  the  country  illegally  and  will  be  hanged  if  caught.  A  sudden  fear 
of  pursuit  and  observation  seizes  Mills  and  he  immediately  lays  elaborate  plans  to  get  out 
of  the  country  with  Currie.  This  story  segment  becomes  a  gripping  excitement  and  the 
outcome  of  it  lands  Currie  in  jail  where  he  later  dies  of  illness,  rather  than  the  rope.  It 
also  comes  out  here  that  Miss  Hobson  is  his  daughter  and  when  this  information  is  out 
her  impending  marriage  is  cancelled.  Mills  finds  her  at  Miss  Hunt's  musty  old  house.  He 
speaks  his  undying,  constant  love  and  determines  to  bring  her  out  of  her  morbid  reverie 
after  which  they  find  themselves  in  each  other's  arms. 

"Great  Expectations"  is  a  good  story,  excellently  told.  It  is  a  display  of  film  making 
of  distinction. 

CAST:  John  Mills,  Valerie  Hobson,  Bernard  Miles,  Francis  L.  Sullivan,  Finlay  Currie,  Martita 
Hunt,  Anthony  Wager,  Jean  Simmons,  Alec  Guinness,  Ivor  Bernard,  Freda  Jackson,  Torin  Thatcher, 
Hay  Petrie,  George  Hayes,  Richard  George,  Everley  Gregg,  John  Burch,  Grace  Benbigh-Russell, 
O.  B.  Lawrence,  John   Forrest. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ronald  Neame;  Director,  David  Lean;  Executive  Producer,  Anthony  Have- 
lock-Allan;  Adapted  by  David  Lean,  Ronald  Neame;  Production  Design,  John  Bryan;  Cameraman, 
Guy  Green:  Art  Director,  Wilfred  Shingleton;  Film  Editor,  Jack  Harris;  Sound,  Stanley  Lambourne, 
Desmond  Dew;  Musical  Score,  Walter  Goehr,  National   Symphony  Orchestra. 

DIRECTION,   Excellent.  PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fine. 


Tos.  Walsh,  Conn.  Trade 
Leader,  Dead  at  Saranac 


Hartford,  Conn.  —  Joseph  W. 
Walsh,  55,  veteran  showman,  died  in 
Saranac  Lake,  N.  Y.,  it  is  learned. 
Long  active  in  the  MPTOA,  Walsh 
at  one  time  served  as  national  vice- 
president  and  was  active  in  moves 
for  reforms  within  the  motion  pic- 
ture industry  on  a  national  scale. 

He  fought  for  repeal  of  the  Fed- 
eral five  per  cent  admissions  tax  and, 
as  president  of  the  state  theater 
group,  successfully  led  the  opposi- 
tion to  a  Connecticut  ticket  tax.  He 
was    a    member    of    the    committee 


Schmertz  NDC  Cleve.  Chairman 

Cleveland — I.  J.  Schmertz,  20th- 
Fox  branch  manager,  has  been 
named  area  chairman  for  the  Na- 
tional Distribution  Committee.  Serv- 
ing with  him  will  be  a  local  ex- 
change manager,  in  addition  to 
John  D.  Kalafat.  Meyer  Fine,  Milton 
A.  Mooney  and  Martin  G.  Smith, 
members  of  the  exhibitor  committee. 


which  drew  up  a  fair  practices  code 
for  industry  and  aided  in  the  form- 
ing of  the  New  Haven  Film  Board  of 
Trade. 

His  last  industrv  affiliation  was  as 
manager  of  the  Newington  Theater, 
Newington. 


Detroit  Sees  Bidding 
Operation  as  Smooth 


i 


Detroit — Smooth  operation  of  c 
petitive  bidding  in  the  Detroit  a 
is  anticipated  by  leading  Film  E 
figures,  based  upon  the  sp^-'al  f 
tors  that  make  the  Motor  C  pe 
tions  a  little  different  fro—  of 
major  Rialtos.  The  type  of  ups 
over  runs  caused  by  the  new  bidd: 
provisions  of  the  Statutory  Com 
decree  in  others  of  the  larger  c 
exchange  areas  is  considered  unlik 
here. 

Typically,  the  view  is  held  hi 
that  lines  of  demarcation  betwf 
different  classes  of  houses  have  bt 
well  established  by  the  type  of  hoi 
constructed,  particularly  with  r 
erence  to  size,  so  that  a  particu 
house  will  not  be  inclined  to  1 
against  one  much  larger  than  itst 
This  pattern  of  size  relation  to  r 
has  been  fairly  closely  followed 
the  actual  runs  most  houses  have  « 
joyed  for  the  past  several  yea 
although  a  few  exceptions  have  r 
turally  occurred. 

Further  factor  that  makes  Detr 
show  operation  markedly  different 
the  high  percentage  of  car  patrons 
neighborhood  theaters.  This  fact 
becomes  especially  important  in  < 
tablishing  the  fact  of  competition 
a  given  area  under  the  new  deer- 
because  local  houses  are  accustom 
to  drawing  they-  patrons  by  c 
from  a  considerable  distance,  unli 
the  familiar  neighborhood  show  eh 
where. 


Colorado  Allied  Unit 
Is  Mulled  at  Confab 


Denver,  Colo. — Organization  of 
National  Allied  unit  in  Colorado  w 
considered  at  a  forum  type  meeti 
here  yesterday  where  the  press  wj 
barred.  H.  A.  Cole,  Trueman  Rei 
buseh  and  S.  E.  Samuelson,  Alii 
officers,  were  here  for  the  init: 
meeting.  According  to  present  pla 
delegates  from  each  state  in  the  t€ 
ritory  are  expected.  About  30  a 
expected  to  register.  However, 
definite  estimate  was  offered. 


54  April  Features  for  Chicago 

Chicago  —  Features  available 
this  area  during  April  include 
new  features  and  a  like  number 
re-issues,  according  to  a  list  se: 
to  members  of  Allied  Theaters 
Illinois.  Eleven  of  the  features  a: 
1945-46  releases. 


SICK  LIST 


HAROLD  RHODES,  Paramount  cashif 
Detroit,  is  recovering  from  a  hernia  ope 
ation. 

ROBERT  SALTER,  manager  of  the  Fish 
Theater,  Detroit,  has  been  a  victim  cf  tl 
flu,  which  also  attacked  his  entire  family 

NORMAN  LUMLEY,  operator  at  tl 
Fisher  Theater,  Detroit,  has  been  confim 
to  his  home  by  flu. 
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G tier  son  Outlines  UNESCO  Film  Section  Aims 


Studies  of  Film  Needs, 
Production,  Distribution 
And  Fellowship  on  Agenda 


Philadelphia — Film  section  of  the 

National  Commission  of  the  United 

Nations    Educational    Scientific   and 

Cultural  Organization,  meeting  yes- 

( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Brandt  Chairman  of 
N.  Y.  Cancer  Drive 


Harry  Brandt,  president  of  Brandt 
Theaters,   will   head   the   entertain- 
ment group  for  the  New  York  City 
Cancer  Commit- 
tee campaign  in 
April,  it  was  an- 
nounced yester- 
day bv  Brig.  Gen. 
John  Reed  Kilpar- 
rick,  president  of 
Madison  Square 
Garden  Corp.  «nd 
general  chairman 
of  the  $1,300,000 
appeal. 

Brandt's  task 
as  chairman  will 
be  to  organize 
and  supervise  the 
motion  picture, 
music,  night  club, 
radio,  sports  and 

theater  phases  of  the  drive._  Cam- 
paign's slogan  is 


HARRY  BRANDT 


"Unless  We  Act, 


One  in  Eight  Will  Die  of  Cancer." 


la.  Resolution  Would 
Bar  Drinking  Scenes 

Des  Moines — Arguing  that  motion 
pictures  are  filled  with  drinking 
scenes  which  tend  to  promote  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  Rep.  C.  S. 
Van  Eaton  has  filed  a  resolution  with 
the  House  Liquor  Control  Committee 
of  the  Iowa  Legislature  which  seeks 
to  eliminate  such  scenes  from  films. 
Van  Eaton  would  have  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  forwarded  to  Eric  A.  John- 
ston, MPAA  president,  and  urges 
that  if  the  companies  do  not  act 
in  the  next  two  years,  the  1949  as- 
sembly should  pass  a  bill  prohibiting 
the  showing  of  such  motion  pictures 
within  the  state. 


more  Good  Than  Bad  Films  Going  Overseas, 

But  Benton  Sees  17.  S,  Prestige  'Undermined' 

Washington  Bureau   of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Assistant  Secretary  of  State  William  Benton  said  at  a  press 
conference  yesterday  that  there  are  "unquestionably"  many  American  motion 
pictures  which  are  "undermining"  United  States  prestige  abroad.  Benton's 
charge  was  expected  to  bring  quick  replies  from  MPAA  and  other  industry  offi- 
cials. The  State  Department  official  previously  had  reported  that  a  "fear"  abroad 
of  "American  cultural  imperialism"  is  based  on  motion  pictures. 

"Unquestionably,  there  are  many  films  that  are  undermining  American  prestige 
abroad.  There  are,  of  course,  many  other  films  which  add  to  this  prestige  and 
on  balance,  the  'plus'  side  overwhelmingly  outweighs  the  'minus'  side,"  Benton 
said  yesterday.  "This  doesn't  keep  me  from  regretting,  however,  the  'minus'  side." 

He  said  that  while  "he  regretted"  the  adverse  impact  of  many  films  sent 
abroad,  there  would  be  no  attempt  to  censure  such  films  in  any  manner. 


High  Court  to  Get 
Dot  J  Brief  Today 


Washington  Bureau    of   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  is  expected  to  file  with  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court  today  its  brief  I 
in  opposition  to  the  pleas  of  the 
eight  defendant  companies  in  the 
New  York  case  for  deferment  of  the 
regulations  set  forth  in  the  New 
York  Judgment  of  December  until 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Sears  Says  Chaos 
xisfs  in  Bidding 


Cinema  Lodge  Elects 
Bob  Weitman,  President 


Robert  M.  Weitman,  managing  di- 
rector of  the  N.  Y.  Paramount,  was 
elected  president  of  New  York's 
Cinema  Lodge  of  B'nai  B'rith  for  the 
coming  year  in  an  election  held  at 
the  Hotel  Astor  here  last  night  prior 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Gradwell  Sears,  UA  vice-president 
and  distribution  chief,  in  an  affidavit 
sent  to  the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  yes- 
terday in  support  of  the  company's 
application  of  a  stay  of  the  com- 
petitive bidding  provisions  of  the 
motion  picture  anti-trust  decree,  said 
that  a  chaotic  situation  already  ex- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Wisconsin  Theaters  Eye 
10%  Admissions  Tax 

Madison,  Wis. — A  10  per  cent  ad- 
missions tax  is  included  as  one  of 
the  ways  proposed  to  pay  a  bonus 
of  $138,000,000  to  World  V/ar  II  vet- 
erans. Bill,  introduced  by  the  As- 
sembly Committee  on  Veterans  and 
Military  Affairs,  calls  for  the  rais- 
( Continued  on  Page  7) 


Exhibs.  Accepting  British  Pix 

"Bedelia" Playoff  on  Par  With  U.  S.  Films 


Balaban  to  Philadelphia 
Today  for  UJA  Dinner  Meet 

Barney  Balaban,  Paramount  prexy, 
national  chairman  of  the  film  division 
of  the  UJA,  goes  to  Philadelphia  to- 
day to  address  a  dinner-meeting 
of  the  local  UJA  film  division  at  the 
Hotel  Warwick.  Jay  Emanuel,  divi- 
sion chairman,  will  preside  at  the 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


British  films  are  meeting  with 
ever-increasing  receptivity  by  Amer- 
ican exhibitors,  according  to  a  sur- 
vey by  The  Film  Daily  of  the  major 
U.  S.  distributors  of  English  produc- 
tions. 

William  J.  Heineman,  sales  chief 
for  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  division  of 
Universal  pictures,  said  that  the 
past  year  had  been  one  of  remark- 
able strides  in  the  increased  number 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Three  12-Picture  Programs 
Will  Be  Offered  to  800 
Mobile  Units  in  England 

RKO  will  be  the  third  American 
company  to  enter  the  16  mm.  field  in 
England  when  it  takes  the  plunge 
shortly  after  mid- 
May,  Robert 
Wolff,  RKO  man- 
aging director  in 
the  United  King- 
dom, told  the  in- 
dustry press  at  a 
conference  yes- 
terday. 

Three  programs 
of  12  pictures 
each  are  sched- 
uled as  the  initial 
releases  to  the 
a  pproximately 
800  mobile  instal- 
lation s  now  en- 
gaged in  exhibi- 
tion of  the  nar- 
row gauge  product. 

RKO,  together  with  M-G-M,   Co- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


ROBERT  WOLFF 


Copyright  Decision 
Waiis  on  Slate  Dept. 

Washington   bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington  —  Top  policy  decision 
on  whether  industry  objections  will 
be  included  in  the  State  Department's 
report  on  the  Inter  American  Copy- 
right Agreement  will  be  made  within 
a  few  days,  it  was  learned  yester- 
day. While  these  objections  have 
not  been  submitted  officially  to  the 
State  Department,  officials  have  them 
under  consideration  and  a  decision  is 
expected  soon  on  whether  they  will 
be  included  in  the  State  Department 
report. 

There  appeared  also  the  possibility 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Make-up  Men  Strike 
At  Korda's  Studios 

London  (By  Cable) — Production 
was  halted  at  Sir  Alexander  Korda's 
Shepperton  studios  yesterday  by  a 
sudden,  unexpected  strike  of  make- 
up men.  The  strike  was  continuing 
at  press  time  last  night. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16,  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
—Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  opposite  Victoria 
Terminus,  Hornby  Road,  Fort,  Bombay  1.  AL- 
GIERS— Paul  Saffar,  Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras. 
MONTREAL— Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Jack 
Droy,  411  Lyric  Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher,  19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl, 
N.  S.  W.  Phone,  UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— 
Jean  Pierre  Meys,  110  Rue  des  Paquerettes. 
MOSCOW— Raymond  A.  Davies,  Hotel  Met- 
ropole.  COPENHAGEN  —  John  Lindberg, 
Jernbanealle  No.  3,  Copenhagen- Van  Loeae. 
AMSTERDAM— Dr.  J.  F.  Van  Oss,  Rubens- 
straat  80.    ROME— John  Perdicari,  Via  Ludo- 


commG  ADD  GOIHC 


ERIC  A.  JOHNSTON  was  in  Philadelphia  yes- 
terday,  returning   to   Washington  last  night. 

VAN  HEFLIN,  M-G-M  star,  arrives  from  the 
Coast  today  via  plane. 

BOB  ARMSTRONG,  M-G-M  studio  publicity 
staffer,  arrives  in  New  York  from  Baltimore  to- 
morrow. 

LOUELLA  O.  PARSONS  will  be  in  town  to- 
morrow. 

JOEL  LEVY,  Loew's  out-of-town  booker,  left 
yesterday  for  Canada.  He  returns  to  New  York 
the  end  of  the  week. 

JOHN  LODER  has  arrived  in  New  York  from 
the  West  Coast  to  begin  rehearsals  in  a  stage 
version  of  "Laura." 

ROBERT  ROSSEN  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday  from   the  West  Coast. 

ARTHUR  JEFFREY,  Eagle-Lion  Films'  exploi- 
tation head,  leaves  for  Boston  today  accom- 
panied by  JUNE  LOCKHART,  E-L  starlet,  for 
premiere  engagements  of  "It's  A  Joke,  Son"  and 
"Lost  Honeymoon"  at   the  Majestic. 

BENN  JACOBSON,  Eagle-Lion  Films'  New 
York  studio  rep.,  arrived  in  Hollywood  yesterday 
by  plane  for  a  10-day  stay  at  the  studios, 
after  which  he  will  make  an  extended  cross- 
country tour  of  colleges  and  little  theater 
groups. 

ALFRED  N.  SACK,  of  Sack  Amusement  En- 
terprises, is  stopping  at  the  Statler,  Washing- 
ton, this  week.  He  arrives  in  New  York  Monday 
and  will  be  at  the  Hotel  Edison. 

LORETTA  YOUNG  was  forced  to  cancel  her 
plans  to  fly  to  New  York  yesterday  for  the 
world  premiere  of  RKO  Radio's  "The  Farmer's 
Daughter"  by  a  last-minute  studio  production 
call. 

A.  J.  PALMER,  General  Precision  Equipment 
vee-pee,   is  due   here  from  Chicago. 


Top  Home  Office  Execs. 
To  Attend  Fay  Dinner 


financial 


(Jues.,  Mar.  25) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK   MARKET 

Net 
High     Low     Close      Chg. 

Am.   Seat 18'/2     I8V2     18'/2  —     V4 

Bell   &    Howell 193,4     1914     19'A  +     % 

Columbia   Picts 18'/2     18ft     18'/2  —     'A 

East.   Kodak    243       241ft  242       +     % 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 22ft     221A     22%  +     '/s 

Loew's,    Inc 23%     23'A    23V4  —     ft 

Paramount       26ft     26V4     26'A  —     14 

RKO     14         13%     13%—     % 

Republic   Pict 7ft      7'A      7ft  -f-     % 

20th  Century-Fox  ...   33%    3314    3314—    % 

Universal   Pict 24%     24%     24*A      

Warner   Bros 15%     15ft     15ft—     % 

NEW  YORK   CURB   MARKET 
Monogram  Picts.    . . .     4%      414      4%  —     14 

RKO     3%       3%      3%  —     % 

Sonotone   Corp 3%       3  3  ft.  +     % 

Trans-Lux      4%       4%       4%  -f-     ft 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor       5%      6 

Pathe       6ft      7'A 


Boston — Partial  list  of  home  office 
executives  who  plan  to  attend  the 
Ed  Fay  testimonial  dinner  was  re- 
vealed by  Meyer  Stanzler,  chairman 
of  the  affair,  on  his  return  from  New 
York.  List  of  those  who  have  ac- 
cepted invitations  includes  Nate 
Blumberg,  Barney  Balaban,  Jack 
Cohn,  Herman  Robbins,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  Tom  Connors,  Ben  Kalmen- 
son,  Malcolm  Kingsberg,  Joseph  Vo- 
gel,  Ned  Depinet,  Frank  C.  Walker, 
Gus  Eyssell,  Eddie  Dowling,  Ben 
Shlyen,  Martin  Quigley,  Jay  Eman- 
uel, and  others  to  be  announced. 


"Stairway  to  Heaven" 
Into  Boyd  at  Philly 

Philadelphia — "Stairway  To  Heav- 
en," the  J.  Arthur  Rank  production 
released  by  Universal,  goes  into  the 
Warner  Brothers'  Boyd  Theater  here 
on  March  28. 

Picture  was  offered  competitively 
with  bids  submitted  by  Boyd  and  Er- 
langer.  It  is  understood  that  a  four- 
week  engagement  is  contemplated. 


American  Seat  Net  Sales 
Show  Million  Decrease 

Annual  financial  statement  for  the 
year  ending  Dec.  31,  1946,  of  the 
American  Seating  Co.,  incorporated 
in  N.  J.,  and  its  wholly- owned  sub- 
sidiary, American  Seating  Co.  of 
Texas,  has  been  released,  showing 
a  decrease  in  net  sales  of  $1,264,543 
as  compared  to  1945.  Net  sales  for 
last  year  were  $10,537,155,  with  the 
falling  off  attributed  to  cessation  of 
war  contracts  and  a  supply  bottle- 
neck in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year. 


ASS'T  TO  EXEC. 

7  years  Exp.  all  phases  M.  P.  prod,  in- 
cluding: Synchronization,  stop  motion 
Comm.  films.  Expd.  organizing  new  de- 
partment. Background  in  radio  prod, 
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FAY  BAINTER,  who  just  finished  work  at 
Warners'  studio  in  "Deep  Valley,"  is  due  in 
New  York  tomorrow  from  the  Coast. 

H.  M.  BESSEY,  vice-president,  and  P.  F. 
THOMAS,  treasurer  of  Attec,  have  returned  to 
New  York  from  a  week-trip  to  Atlanta. 

MARTIN  LEVINE,  Brandt  Theaters'  general 
manager,  has  returned  from  a  Florida  vacation. 

EDGAR  B.  HATRICK,  head  of  Hearst's  film 
activities,  leaves  the  Coast  today  for  New 
York. 

LESTER  COLEMAN,  assistant  to  George  A. 
Smith,  Paramount's  Western  sales  manager, 
who  has  been  transferred  to  the  division's 
headquarters  in  Los  Angeles,  leaves  New  York 
today   for  the    Coast. 

DOLORES  MORAN  has  arrived  here  from 
the   Coast. 

JERRY  MASON,  associate  editor  of  This 
Week,  is  due  in  Hollywood  within  the  next 
few  days. 

GROUCHO  MARX  has  lengthened  his  stay  in 
New  York  for  two  additional  weeks. 

ROBERT  S.  BENJAMIN  and  JOCK  LAWRENCE, 
prexy  and  vee-pee,  respectively,  of  the  J.  Ar- 
thur Rank  Organization,  return  to  New  York 
Sunday  offer  a  short  trip  abroad. 

JOAN  LORRING,  featured  in  Enterprise's  "The 
Other  Love,"  will  leave  for  the  Orient  at  the 
tail  end  of  the  April,  to  visit  her  father  in 
Hong  Kong  and   her  grandparents   in  Shanghai. 

NATALIE  DRAPER,  of  the  "Forever  Amber" 
cast,  is  due  from  the  Coast  next  month  to 
line  up  Summer  stock  dates  in   New  England. 

LEWIS  ALLEN,  Paramount  director,  is  sched- 
uled to  arrive  from  the  Coast  on  April  S,  on 
his  way  to  England. 


Court  To  View  Pix  Today 
In  Shubert-Columbia  Suit 


Resumption  today  of  the  trial  of 
the  $500,000  damage-injunction  slit 
brought  by  the  Shuberts  against  Co- 
lumbia involving  the  use  of  the  name 
of  and  interior  scenes  of  the  Winter 
Garden  Theater  in  "The  Jolson 
Story,"  will  include  attendance  by 
the  court  at  a  screening  of  the  film 
in  question  and  "Rose  of  Washington 
Square"  in  the  Columbia  home  office 
projection  room. 

In  N.  Y.  Supreme  Court  yesterday, 
where  the  case  is  being  heard,  a  de- 
position by  Michael  Todd  was  read 
into  the  record.  Todd's  statement 
dealt  with  valuation  of  a  story  using 
the  name  of  the  theater. 

J.  J.  Shubert  was  cross-examined 
by  Louis  Frohlich,  attorney  for  the 
defendant,  in  an  effort  to  brine  out 
the  fact  that  the  Shuberts  did  not 
take  court  action  when  their  name 
was  used  five  times  in  a  book  written 
by  Burns  Mantle. 

Following  today's  screening  the 
court  will  adjourn  until  Monday  when 
"When  Irish  Eyes  Are  Smiling"  will 
be  screened. 


State  Dept.  Protests  Swede 
Import  Bars  on  U.  S.  Pix 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM   DAILY 

Washington  —  State  Department 
yesterday  "strongly"  protested  ac- 
tion of  the  Swedish  government  in 
imposing  import  restrictions  in  viola- 
tion of  an  agreement  between  the 
two  countries. 

On  the  question  of  American  pix, 
the  Swedish  government  previo'isly 
had  informed  the  State  Dept'  er** 
no  flat  ban  on  import  of  U.  S.  „.<ns 
was  contemplated.  It  was  indicated, 
however,  that  some  restrictions  on 
film  imports  may  be  imposed. 

In  a  note  delivered  to  the  Swedish 
foreign  minister,  the  State  Dept.  said 
"The  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  but  strongly  protest 
the  implications  of  the  announced 
program  of  the  Swedish  govt." 


Ascap  Meets  Tomorrow; 
Radio  Execs,  at  Dinner 


Ascap's  annual  membership  meet- 
ing will  be  held  tomorrow  at  the  Ritz 
Carlton.  President  Deems  Taylor 
and  other  officers  will  report  upon 
activities  during  the  past  year.  The 
general  meeting  will  be  followed  in 
the  evening  by  a  banquet. 

Among  the  guests  will  be  Gen. 
David  Sarnoff,  RCA  president;  Jus- 
tin Miller,  NAB  president;  Edward 
Noble,  ABC  board  chairman;  Edgar 
Kobak,  president  of  the  Mutual 
Broadcasting  System;  Judge  A.  L. 
Ashby,  ABC  attorney,  and  Mrs.  Guy 
Gannett,  president  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Music  Clubs. 


UJA  Campaign  Short 
Available  to  Theaters 


RKO-Pathe  has  produced  "The 
Will  to  Live,"  20-minute  documen- 
tary, featuring  Paul  Muni  as  narra- 
tor, for  the  United  Jewish  Appeal's 
$170,000,000  nation-wide  campaign. 
The  short  depicts  the  UJA's  rehabil- 
itation and  resettlement  of  the  1,500,- 
000  Jews  who  survived  the  7,500,000 
of  pre-war  days. 

The  film  is  available  in  either  35 
mm.  or  16  mm.  free  of  charge  to  all 
exhibitors. 


Did  You  Know  Thai  Our 

SCREENING  ROOM 

is  once  more  available  for 
your  use?  Modern  .  .  .  air- 
conditioned  .  .  .  R.C.A. 
High  Fidelity  Sound  and 
Simplex    Projectors    .    .    . 

Can  We  "Show"  Youf 
Call:  Circle  6-0081 -2-3-4 
Film  Storage  and  Service 

BONDED 

FILM  STORAGE  Co.,  Inc 
1600  BROADWAY.  N.  Y.  C. 


Your    needs    supplied   ef- 
ficiently with  Roll,  Machine 
Folded,  Reserve  Seats,  etc 
Samples,   prices   on   re- 
quest. 


INTERNATIONAL  f 

TICKET  CO. 

52  GRAFTON  AVE.       NEWARK  4.  N.  J. 

Sales  offices  in  New  york  and 

Principal  Cities 
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J.  ARTHUR  RANK  presents 

JOHN  MILLS  W  VALERIE  HOBSON 


XPEC7?mOA/S 


by  Charles  Dickens 

with  Bernard  Mills  •  Francis  L.  Sullivan 

and  introducing 

Anthony  Wager  •  Jean  Simmons 

Directed  by  DAVID  LEAN  *  Produced  by  RONALD  NEAME 

Executive-Producer  ANTHONY  HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
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Grierson  Tells  UNESCO 
Film  Section  Aims 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
terday  at  the  Adelphia  Hotel  here, 
heard  an  outline  of  aims  by  John 
Grierson,  director  of  the  mass  media 
section,  and  approved  five  motions 
to  be  submitted  to  the  National  Com- 
m:'  ->n.  Session  was  held  in  connec- 
ts nth  the  National  Conference  of 
UNESCO. 

Grierson  outlined  a  program  which 
included:  1,  a  study  of  the  immedi- 
ate film  needs  of  the  people  of  the 
world,  with  first  emphasis  on  Europe, 
China  and  the  Philippines;  2,  a  study 
of  educational  film  production;  3,  a 
study  of  educational  film  distribu- 
tion working-  toward  the  breaking 
down  of  tariff  barriers  in  order  to 
secure  the  free  interchange  of  edu- 
cational films  among  nations;  4,  the 
setting  up  of  scholarships  on  an  ex- 
change basis  between  nations.  (Great 
Britain,  he  noted,  has  already  offered 
about  24  scholarships)  and,  5,  a  fel- 
lowship program  which  would  in- 
clude the  exchange  of  technical  ex- 
perts. 

_  Grierson  also  discussed  the  forma- 
tion of  a  working  committee  to  be 
chosen  from  Government,  semi-offi- 
cial groups  and  actual  working 
groups,  to  carry  out  the  objectives 
listed. 

Motions  approved  by  the  section 
recommended  an  international  con- 
vention of  UNESCO;  that  the  Na- 
tional Commission  established  an  ad- 
visory commission  on  films  for 
UNESCO;  that  the  advisory  com- 
mittee negotiate  with  the  Films 
Council  of  America  to  see  if  the  lat- 
ter can  perform  the  duties  recom- 
mended by  the  National  Commission, 
and  a  commendation  to  the  State 
Dept.  for  the  films  it  produced, 
coupled  with  a  recommendation  that 
the  Library  of  Congress  release  the 
films  produced  by  OWL 

George  F.  Zook  was  chairman  of 
the  session  which  was  attended  by 
Roger  Albright  and  Edward  Rodden, 
of  the  MPA  and  Haven  Falconer, 
of  Loew's  International,  among 
others. 


M.  P.  Associates  Luncheon 
Meeting  Set  For  Monday 

Membership  luncheon-meeting  of 
Motion  Picture  Associates  has  been 
set  for  next  Monday  at  12:30  p.m.  in 
the  Georgian  Room  of  the  Hotel 
Piccadilly. 

Winner  of  the  annual  Beacon 
Award  will  be  selected  at  the  time. 
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Mid-Week  Memos 

•  •  •  CUFF  NOTES:  Don't  be  surprised  if  the  plans  envisioned 
by  James  M.  Clark,  prexy  oi  the  National  Film  Carriers,  for  a  physical 
distribution  system  extend  far  beyond  the  handling  oi  SRO  and  other 

indie  product Just  as  today  National  Screen  Service  provides  trailers 

and  accessories  for  the  greater  part  of  the  industry,  and  Confidential  Re- 
ports provides  a  checking  service  for  the  majority  of  distributors,  so  too, 
at  some  future  date  there  may  be  one  central  film  distribution  office  in 
each  exchange  area.  ...  •  Mary  Spalding,  NBC's  international  broad- 
caster, will  interview  Robert  Catti,  Argentine  producer,  on  the  "Pagina 

Femsnina"  broadcast  Friday  at  5:15  P.M The  broadcast  will  be 

beamed  in  Spanish  to  Latin  America.  ...  •  Eagle-Lion's  first  two  re- 
leases, "It's  a  Joke,  Son"  and  "Bedelia"  start  tomorrow,  as  a  double  bill 
in  Detroit's  United  Artists  Theater,  the  UDT  Circuit's  class  house.  .  .  . 

•  Chairman  George  Arkwright  of  the  New  York  State  Public  Service 
Commission  might  like  to  know  that  the  Long  Island  R.  R.'s  idea  of  im- 
proved service  yesterday  morning  was  the  dropping  of  one  coach  from 
train  No.  S27,  with  the  result  that  there  were  more  than  100  standees  be- 
tween West  Hempstead  and  Jamaica.  ...  ©  One  of  the  most  thrilling 
of  the  now-it-can-be-told  stories  since  the  end  of  the  war,  concerns  how 
Eastman  Kodak  secretly  designed  and  built  1,001  tiny  cameras  of  match 
box  size  for  use  by  the  OSS  and  underground  forces.  ...  •  Corinne 
Calvet,  French  actress  signed  by  Paramount,  who  arrived  in  town  last 
week,  will  be  tendered  a  cock'.ail  reception  this  afternoon  in  the  Basildon 

Room  of  the  Waldorf-Astoria Mile.  Ca'.vet  is  the  first  French  actress 

signed  by  a  film  company  to  arrive  here  since  the  war ■ 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     SEARS  MAKES  GOOD:    A  year  ago,  Grad  Sears  was  giving 

Harold  Auten  the  needle "If  you  can  make  $1,000,000  this  year  on 

Henry  V,"  he  kidded,  "I'll  throw  you  the  best  dinner  in  town." .....  With 
only  16  prints  of  the  picture  in  captivity.  Sears  considered  his  bet  was 

safe P.S.    The  dinner  bill  at  "21"  last  night  for  Auten  and  his  party 

of   friends   was   footed   by — Grad   Sears 

V  V  V 

•  •  •  THIS  N'  THAT:  Well,  it's  definite— Frank  Sinatra  will  play 
Father  Paul  in  Jesse  L.  Lasky's  film  version  of  Russell  Janney's  'The 

Miracle  of  the  Bells" Deal  was  inked  on  the  coast  yesterday. ..... 

Twill  be  the  Voice's  first  straight  dramatic  role Production  starts  in 

June,  and  pic  may  be  RKO's  Christmas  picture.  ...  •  The  Wall  St. 
Journal  reports  that  investors  are  picking  up  Paramount  common  for  their 
portfolios  on  the  expectation  it  has  reached  prices  and  yields  that  make 

it  attractive Same  situation  applies  to  other  leading  pic  stocks,  it  is 

said.  ...     •  Talk  about  space  stealing! Didja  see  that  full  page 

pictorial  plug  for  Bob  Hope's  "My  Favorite  Brunette"  in  the  N.  Y.  Journal- 
American   last   night? Nice   going   by   Curt   Mitchell,   et   aL  .  ... 

•  NBC's  tele  Station  WNBT  will  televise  RKO's  1940  release,  'The  Swiss 
Family  Rcbinson"  Saturday  night,  with  the  Borden  Co.  sponsoring.  .  :  . 

•  Milton  Sperling  has  signed  Millard  Lampell,  now  in  New  York 
completing   a   novel,  to   do  the   screenplay   of   "Distant   Drums."   .   .   . 

•  Rank-Universal-Schlesinger  plans  for  South  African  production  may 
encounter  opposition Michael  Mi*ne,  "boy  wonder"  of  the  Johannes- 
burg stock  exchange,  whose  pappy  owns  gold  mines,  is  in  Hollywood  to 
discuss  his  African  production  yen.  ...  •  RXO  Theaters'  presentation 
of  a  tab.  stage  version  of  "Whistling  in  the  Dark"  at  the  RKO  Coliseum 
last  night  does  not  presage  circuit  adoption  of  a  combination  policy.  .  .  . 

•  Paramount  is  projecting  "The  Long  Grey  Line"  as  the  story  of  West 
Point  from  its  founding  in  1802. ...  •  Adrian  Kubit,  FILM  DAILY  staffer, 
just  back  frcm  a  month  scjoum  at  Mt.  S'nai,  cla'ms  he  holds  the  hospital 

record  for  amount  of  Penicillin  absorbed 80,000.030  units  to  patch 

up  a  bum  ear Did  it  all  with  only  163  punctures,  too 


Cinema  Lodge  Elects 
Weihnan,  President 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
to  the  Lodge's  tribute  to  Gene  Buck, 
former  Ascap  president.  Weitman 
succeeds  Jack  H.  Levin,  vice-presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  Confi- 
iential  Reports,  Inc. 

In  another  feature  of  the  evening, 
Barney  Balaban,  president  of  Para- 
mount, inducted  his  son,  Burt  Bala- 
ban and  a  large  group  of  new  mem- 
bers into  the  Lodpre,  whose  member- 
ship now  totals  1,400  in  the  allied 
entertainment  industries. 

Elected  as  vice-presidents  last 
night  were  Julius  Collins  of  Ascap; 
S.  M.  Chartock,  theatrical  producer; 
S.  Arthur  Glixon.  an  attorney;  Ber- 
nard Goodman  of  Warners;  Leo  Jaffe 
rf  Columbia:  Marvin  Kirsch  of  Radio 
Daily;  Martin  Levine  of  Brandt  The- 
aters; Milton  Livingston  of  Uni- 
versal; Nat  K.  Loder  of  Republic, 
and  Louis  A.  Novins  of  Paramount. 
Max  B.  Blackman  of  Warners  was 
elected  treasurer;  Malvin  T.  David- 
son, an  attorney,  was  elected  secre- 
tary; Dr.  Morris  K.  Silberman  was 
elected  sergeant-at-arms.  and  Rabbis 
Ralph  Silverstein  and  Bernard  Bir- 
stein  were  elected  chaplains.  Instal- 
lation will  be  held  on  April  23. 

Gene  Buck  was  presented  the 
Cinema  Lodge  "Honor  Scroll"  for 
his  outstanding  Americanism  and  his 
devotion  to  the  best  interests  of 
America's  song  writers. 

Walter  Balge  Dead 

Milwaukee — Walter  Balge,  57,  vet- 
eran Uptown  Theater  projectionist, 
;s  dead.  His  wife  and  three  sons  sur- 
vive. 


Why  Roy  Rogers 

Racks  Red  Cross 

THE  American   Red  Cross,  serving 
'    millions  of  people  every  year,  is 
one    of    the    greatest    services    ever 
suDDorted   by   the   American   people. 
The  last  war  proved  the  greatness 
of    the    Red 
Cross.    What 
it  did  for  mil- 
lions of  sol- 
diers,  sailors 
and    marines 
will   never   be 
forgotten    b  y 
them.  In  turn 
we   should 
never   forget 
the    Red 
Cross,  for  this  institution  serves  us 
and  our  children   in  countless  num- 
bers   of    ways,    by   helping    veterans 
and    their   families,    by   standing    by 
for  disaster  relief,  by  health  and  wel- 
fare   services,    by    giving    leadership 
and  assistance  to   further  the   work 
in    which    lies    the    hope    of    world 
brotherhood  and  peace. 

For  all  these  reasons  and  more,  the 
American  Red  Cross  should  receive 
our  full  support — I  know  it  will  re- 
ceive mine.— ROY  ROGERS. 
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RKO  Starling  16MM. 
In  U.  K.  InHld-May 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
lumbia  and  Gaumont  -  British,  who 
have  already  entered  into  16  mm. 
distribution,  will  concentrate  upon 
recognized  exhibitors  and  avoid  the 
non-theatrical  field  in  accordance 
with  an  agreement  reached  between 
the  Kinematograph  Renters  Society 
and  the  Cinematograph  Exhibitors' 
Association, 

Wolff  was  high  in  his  praise 
of  CEA.  Britain's  lone  exhibitor 
association.  "After  experiencing 
the  conflict  that  exists  between 
the  various  exhibitor  organiza- 
tions in  the  U.  S.,  it  is  gratify- 
to  see  a  well-organized  and 
united  exhibitor  group,"  he  said. 
"It  is  invaluable  in  contributing 
to  the  settlement  of  problems 
within  the  industry,  thus  avoid- 
ing the  aggravation  of  external 
legislation." 

The  RKO  executive  was  enthusias- 
tic about  the  grosses  enjoyed  by  the 
company's  recent  product.  "Although 
grosses  in  England  are  off  as  much  as 
35  per  cent,"  he  said,  "good  pictures 
continue  to  do  well.  RKO's  business 
for  the  first  quarter  of  the  current 
year  equals  the  similar  period  of 
1946  which  was  40  per  cent  better 
than  1945." 

Wolff  said  that  "Bells  of  St. 
Mary's"  has  grossed  more  than  any 
picture  ever  to  play  Britain,  with  the 
exception  of  GWTW.  He  added  that 
"The  Kid  From  Brooklyn"  was  run- 
ning only  slightly  behind  "Bells," 
and  that  "The  Best  Years  of  Our 
Lives"  had  opened  to  terrific  critical 
acclaim  and  would  "probably  stay  at 
the  Leicester  Square  Theater  for- 
ever." 

Initial  production  under  RKO's 
deal  with  J.  Arthur  Rank  is  "So  Well 
Remembered,"  which  is  completed 
and  being  readied  for  release,  Wolff 
revealed.  Although  "The  White 
Tower"  was  scheduled  as  the  second 
of  the  two-picture  commitment  with 
Rank,  indications  are  that  another 
story  will  replace  it.  Apparent  rea- 
son for  postponement  of  "Tower"  is 
the  large  number  of  location  shots 
required  on  the  continent  and  uncer- 
tain conditions  there  preclude  the 
scheduling  of  shooting  with  confi- 
dence. 


Exhibs.  Accepting  British  Pix 

"Bedelia"  Playoff  on  Par  With  U.  S.  Films 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


IRB  Does  a  Reverse 
On  Tele  Cabaret  Tax 

Washington  Bur.,  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Washington — In  an  about-face  de- 
cision, the  Bureau  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue has  decided  that  television  is 
not  live  entertainment  and,  conse- 
quently, restaurants  and  bars  which 
provide  tele  entertainment  for  pa- 
trons will  not  be  subject  to  the  20 
per  cent  cabaret  tax.  This  reversal 
came  as  a  result  of  action  taken  by 
the  Television  Broadcasters  Associa- 
tion and  J.  R.  Poppele,  prexy  of  TBA. 


of  bookings  for  Rank  product.  "The 
Seventh  Veil"  led  the  way  in  break- 
ing down  resistance  by  exhibitors 
who  were  wary  of  the  British  im- 
ports and  quality  product  has  had  a 
much  easier  time  in  recent  months. 

Heineman  said  that  he  expected 
forthcoming  Rank  product,  which  he 
believes  to  be  of  the  highest  caliber, 
to  receive  bookings  on  a  par  with 
Hollywood  pictures  of  equal  stand- 
ards. The  next  three  Rank  produc- 
tions on  the  Universal  release  sched- 
ule, for  which  Heineman  has  high 
hopes,  are  "Stairway  to  Heaven," 
■'Odd  Man  Out"  and  "Great  Expec- 
tations." 

Although  Eagle-Lion  has  just  be- 
gun its  release  of  the  Rank  films  on 
its  schedule,  early  indications  of  a 
favorable  reception  are  apparent. 

Alfred  Schwalberg,  E-L  vice-pres- 
ident and  general  sales  manager,  was 
enthusiastic  about  the  response  to 
"Bedelia,"  first  of  the  British  films 
distributed  by  the  company. 

Basing  his  observations  on  the 
number  of  bookings  during  the  first 
six  weeks  of  its  release,  Schwalberg 


said:  "Playoff  on  'Bedelia'  is  on  a 
par  with  bookings  on  average  do- 
mestic product  in  my  experience,  and 
we  are  quite  pleased  with  its  per- 
formance to  date." 

Schwalberg  predicted  an  eventual 
gross  of  close  to  $2,000,000  if  the 
present  pace  on  "Bedelia"  is  con- 
cinued.  E-L  execs,  are  equally  en- 
thusiastic about  the  prospects  for 
"The  Adventuress,"  second  of  the 
Rank  films  to  be  released  by  them. 

An  indication  of  how  British  pic- 
tures have  grown  in  popularity  can 
be  gauged  by  the  number  of  con- 
tracts UA  obtained  for  six  pictures. 
"Mr.  Emmanuel"  got  4,900  contracts; 
"Caesar  and  Cleopatra,"  8,300.  Aver- 
age bookings  UA  gets  for  average 
domestic  product  is  about  11,000. 
Despite  difficulty  in  obtaining  Tech- 
nicolor prints,  "Col.  Blimp"  got  6,200 
and  "Blithe  Spirit"  7,500  bookings. 
"Johnny  in  the  Clouds"  is  still  active; 
so   far   it   has   had   4,200   bookings. 

Encouraging  also  is  the  roadshow 
success  of  "Henry  V,"  which  thus  far 
has  netted  more  than  $800,000  in  27 
spots  in  the  U.  S.  and  10  in  Canada. 


Copyright  Decision 
Wails  on  State  Dept. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
that  the  State  Department  will  in- 
clude in  its  report  a  statement  point- 
ing up  the  split  which  developed  be- 
tween United  States  and  Latin  Amer- 
ican delegates  to  the  convention  last 
year.  There  is  no  reason  to  be- 
lieve, however,  that  an  issue  will  be 
made  of  this  point. 

Industry  spokesmen  have  stated 
that  even  if  the  State  Department  in- 
corporates objections  to  the  agree- 
ment in  its  report,  the  fight  against 
certain  provisions  will  be  carried  to 
the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Com- 
mittee. 


"Outlaw"  Getting  Easter 
Bookings  in  Wisconsin 


Milwaukee — Howard  Hughes'  "The 
Outlaw"  is  set  to  open  in  a  number 
of  state  situations  on  Easter,  Rob- 
ert Allen,  United  Artists  branch 
manager,  reports.  Many  of  the  the- 
aters are  close  to  the  Milwaukee  area 
but  outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
City's  Motion  Picture  Commission 
which  caused  the  picture  to  be  with- 
drawn at  the  Towne  Theater. 

Allen  stated  that  the  Commission 
ban  is  still  to  be  litigated  by  UA 
and  Hughes  attorneys. 


High  Court  to  Get 
D  of  J  Brief  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
the  Supreme  Court  has  disposed  of 
the  pending  appeals  against  that 
judgment.  Briefs  from  the  defend- 
ant companies  are  already  at  the 
Court. 

Although  it  does  not  feel  that  the 
provisions  in  the  New  York  judg- 
ment are  sufficient  remedy  for  the 
alleged  monopoly  within  the  indus- 
try, the  Department  will  insist  that 
independents  should  receive  at  once 
the  "limited  benefit"  of  these  pro- 
visions. 

It  was  learned  here  that  Justice 
Stanley  Reed  will  probably  not  rule 
on  the  matter  Friday,  when  the  de- 
fendants and  Robert  L.  Wright,  Gov- 
ernment attorney,  will  appear  before 
him  in  oral  argument.  Reed  is  ex- 
pected to  place  the  matter  before  the 
full  Court  Saturday,  when  a  regular 
conference  is  scheduled  —  with  the 
eventual  decision  expected  to  come 
down  Monday  according  to  the  in- 
formal opinion  of  a  majority  of  the 
Court. 


Sears  Says  Chaos 
Exists  in  Bidding 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ists  as  a  result  of  varying  interpre- 
tations of  the  decree. 

Sears  stated  that  since  the  decree 
UA  had  received  more  than  200  let- 
ters from  exhibitors  demandinr  <-ns 
and  clearances  and  setting  ur/S^ir 
own  competitive  areas  which  do  not 
conform  with  the  intent  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

He  told  the  high  court  that  it  was 
impossible  to  satisfy  every  request 
jntil  additional  time  was  given  to 
weigh  the  decree  and  bring  order 
out  of  the  varied  interpretations  now 
prevalent. 

Sears  pointed  out  that  the  fact  that 
UA  cannot  license  a  picture  without 
the  approval  of  the  representative  of 
the  independent  producer  of  the  film 
also  gave  rise  to  a  yet  unsolved  prob- 
lem, except  in  those  cases  where  the 
producer's  interpretation  coincided 
with  that  of  the  distributor. 

Unless  a  stay  is  granted,  UA  will 
be  subject  to  almost  certain  contempt 
citation  and  financial  hardship,  Sears 
said.  He  also  claimed  that  under  Par. 
9  of  Section  II,  an  exhibitor  could 
force  competitive  bidding  at  any  time 
after  April  1,  thereby  further  com- 
plicating the  situation. 


Harry  Gunderson  Succumbs 

Chicago  —  Harry  Gunderson,  busi- 
ness manager  for  Chicago's  Bill- 
posters union  and  war  veteran,  is 
dead.  He  was  also  vice-president  of 
the  international  union.  A  wife  and 
two  sisters  Burvive. 


Report  Stapenhorst  to 
Resume  Austrian  Prod. 


Vienna  (Via  Air  Mail) — Current 
reports  here  have  it  that  Gunther 
Stapenhorst,  former  UFA  producer, 
currently  living  in  Switzerland,  will 
set  up  a  producing  organization  with 
Karl  Hartl,  prominent  Austrian  di- 
rector. It  is  indicated  the  project  will 
j  be  within  the  Erich  Pommer  juris- 
dictional setup. 


Ky.  Court  Rules  Exhib. 
Can  Eject  Corn  Eaters 


Versailles,  Ky. — Patrons  who  bring 
popcorn  into  a  theater  despite  the 
operator's  rule  against  eating  during 
the  show  may  be  ejected  from  the 
theater  under  a  ruling  of  the  Wood- 
ford Circuit  Court.  Decision  came 
as  the  result  of  an  action  brought 
by  a  patron  of  Versailles  Amusement 
Co.  theater  here  who  claimed  dam- 
ages because  he  was  ejected  for  re- 
fusing to  give  up  a  bag  of  popcorn 
on  the  request  of  Mrs.  Irving  Hughes, 
manager  of  the  house. 


Rites  for  Albert  Weiss 

Funeral  services  were  held  Monday 
for  Albert  Weiss,  83,  father  of  Paula 
Fraser  (Mrs.  George  Fraser),  who 
died  at  his  home  in  New  York  Sat- 
urday. Interment  was  in  Mount  Heb- 
ron Cemetery  in  Flushing,  L.  I. 


SICK  LIST 


AL  CHEW,  United  Artists'  booker,  In- 
dianapolis, confined  at  heme  with  influen- 
za. 

WILLIAM  ROSENTHAL,  Rosenthal  Enter- 
prises, Indianapolis,  has  entered  St.  Vin- 
cent's Hospital  for  a  minor  operation. 

SUSAN  MURPHY,  confirmation  clerk. 
Universal- International  exchange,  Indian- 
apolis, is  confined  at  home  with  influenza. 

ARTHUR  BLACKER,  manager.  Regent 
Theater,  Indianapolis,  is  recuperating  at 
his  home  after  a  major  operation  at  the 
Methodist  Hospital  here. 
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IRS,  CEA  to  Confer 
in  Rental  Standards 


London  (By  Cable)— With  the  im- 
oved  fuel  situation  and  the 
raightening  out  of  a  threatened 
w  stock  shortage,  CEA-KRS  meet- 
'gs  on  a  standard  renting  policy  are 
roected  to  be  called  again  after 
:inr  "  id  up  for  several  months. 
Ex'  tors  have  been  pressing  for 
•tion  for  several  months,  and  at 
e  January  meeting  of  the  CEA 
eneral  Council  set  forth  a  seven- 
>int  program  on  which  the  CEA 
ill  base  its  approach.  Highlights 
p  the  proposals  include: 

1.  A  sliding  scale  whenever  per- 
•ntage  is  set  at  the  maximum  50  per 
snt. 

2.  Percentage  bookings  to  be  for 
complete  program,  including  a  sec- 
id  feature,  or  an  allowance. 

3.  Lower  percentages  for  subse- 
jent-runs  than  for  first. 

4.  Small  exhibitor  terms  available 
n  all  films  at  normal  playing  age 
here  averag-e  weekly  receipts  do 
ot  exceed  £150. 

5.  Individual  negotiation  for  flat 
entals. 

6.  Equal  treatment  for  circuits  and 
ldependents  in  the  same  area. 

7.  Flat  rates  for  Sunday  bookings 
or  all  exhibitors. 

Seven  States  Represented 
It  Allied  Colo.  Meet 

Denver,  Colo. — More  than  60  en- 
ausiastic  theatermen,  from  the 
even  states  in  the  territory  yester- 
ay  listened  to  S.  E.  Samuelson,  H. 
..  Cole  and  Trueman  Rembusch  pre- 
ent  the  Allied  story  in  its  bid  to 
rganize  a  National  Allied  unit  in 
Colorado.  After  the  speeches  the 
xhibitors  fired  questions  at  Allied's 
epresentatives. 

The  claim  was  made  that  distrib- 
tors  have  no  national  film  policy 
ut  get  all  they  possibly  can  out  of 
he  theater  owner.  It  is  expected 
hat  Rocky  Mountain  Allied  will  be 
et  up  today. 

tachman  Resigns  as 
7B  Charlotte  Manager 

Charlotte,  N.  C— John  A.  Bach- 
nan  has  resigned  as  Warners  Char- 
otte  branch  manager  after  11  years 
pith  the  company.  Bachman  will 
eave  Charlotte  after  two  weeks,  but 
rill  stay  in  film  business,  it  was  said. 
•Jo  successor  has  been  appointed. 


CHARTERED 


REGAL  PICTURES  CORP.,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
rith  capital  of  1,000  shares  no  par  value  stock, 
nree  shares  subscribed,  to  distribute  motion 
■ictures.  Incorporated  at  Albany  by  Beatrice 
haplro,     Mildred     L     Koss,     Tillie     Rosenfeld. 

'eisman,  Celler,  Quinn,  Allan  &  Spett,  1450 
(roadway,  attorneys. 

JUPITER  FILMS,  INC.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with 
spiral  of  200  shares  no  par  value  stock,  three 
hares  subscribed,  to  distribute  motion  pictures, 
ncorporated  at  Albany  by  Charles  Werner, 
Abraham   Breitbart,   Benjamin   L,  TelL 


Little  Headlines: 


GOV.  THOMAS  DEWEY  his  disapproved  the  Fino  bill  to  permit  a  blind  person  accom- 
panied by  a  seeing-eye  dog  to  enter  a  theater  or  place  of  public  accommodation,  on  the 
ground  that  "all  the  problems  that  would  arise  are  not  adequately  covered.  Objections 
to  this  measure  indicate  that  further  consideration  is  needed." 

• 
NATIONAL  RELEASE  DATE  of  David  O.  Selznick's  "Duel  in  the  Sun"  has  been  set  for 
April  17,  Milton  Kusell,  SRO  sales  manager,  announced  yesterday. 

© 
BIZ  HAS  BEEN  SO  TERRIFIC  on  "Thief  of  Bagdad"  at  the  Victoria  that  the  Korda 
Technicolor  pic  which  Film  Classics  is  re-issuing  has  been  held  over  for  a  fourth  week. 

• 
MILTON  SPERLING,  president  of  United  States  Pictures,  has  signed  Elliott  Nugent  to 
direct  "Ever  The   Night,"  which  will   be  made  from  the   play   by    Lucille   Prumbs  and 
Sarah  B.  Smith.     Nugent  will  report  to  the  Warner  studio  on  April  20. 

• 
THE  ALLEN  B.  DU  MONT  LABS,  have  developed  a  new  low  cost  television  station 
which  can  be  marketed  for  less  than  $90,000.     Utilizing  rear-projection  and  the  applica- 
tion of  the  image  orthicon  camera  to  the  televising  of  film,  idea  is  expected  to  be  im- 
portant stimulus  to  expansion  of  video  stations. 

• 
"THE  GLASS  ROOM,"  novel  by  Lester  Fuller  and   Edwin  Rolfe  to  be  brought  to  the 
screen  soon  by  Warners,  will  be  put  <ut  by  Bantam  Books  in  a  minimum  guaranteed  first 
edition  of  300,000  according  to  a  deal  just  completed  by  Warners  with  the  publishing 
firm.  Publication  date  of  the  book  will  be  60  days  before  the  release  of  the  picture. 

• 
"HENRY  V"  will  close  its  Golden  Theater  run  on  May  3,  six  weeks  less  than  a  year 
from  opening  day.  Pic  opened  at  the  City  Center  on  June  17  and   moved  over  to  the 
Golden  on  Sept.  3. 

• 
STORMS  REPORTED  IN  Detroit  yesterday  blockaded  virtually  all  highways  in  the  state, 
interfering  with   film  deliveries   except   for  few   handled   by   rail.     Heavy  weather  cut 
attendance  by  estimated  60  per  cent. 


Wisconsin  Theaters  Eye 
10%  Admissions  Tax 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ing  of  $28,860,000  annually  in  taxes 
to  pay  the  bonus.  Other  luxury  taxes 
and  a  surtax   on  incomes  are  con- 
;emplated. 

State  theatermen,  already  con- 
cerned about  dwindling  box  office  re- 
turns, are  watching  developments 
closely.  With  operational  costs  up 
all  along  the  line,  several  strikes  of 
long  duration  have  cut  theater  at- 
tendance, with  the  result  that  any 
new  tax  would  work  hardship,  ac- 
cording to  theater  operators. 


Would  Delete  Films  from 
Mass.  Censorship  Measure 


Boston  —  Coleman  Curran,  state 
adjutant  of  the  American  Legion, 
appeared  before  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Legal  Affairs  to  request 
the  deletion  of  anything  about  mo- 
tion pictures  in  the  Legion-sponsored 
bill  which  would  give  state  and  local 
censors  power  to  protect  the  public 
against  indecent  suggestions  in 
licensed  attractions  and  literature. 

Bill  as  drawn  would  include  films, 
but  Curran,  who  was  on  vacation 
when  the  measure  was  written,  said 
that  motion  pictures  were  not  men- 
tioned in  the  original  resolution  at 
the  Lowell  AL  convention  last  Fall, 
and  there  is  a  question  of  how  the 
motion  picture  clause  got  into  the 
bill  submitted. 

Committee  was  non-committal 
about  the  deletion,  but  it  is  assumed 
that  Curran's  recommendation  will 
be  accepted. 


Films  of  Nations  Moves 

Films    of   the    Nations,    Inc.    ha* 
moved  to  new  offices  at  55  W.  45tfr 
St. 


Estes,  Associate  Director 
Lat.  Am.  Press  Syndicate 

Bernard  Estes,  widely  known  in- 
dustry public  relations  consultant, 
has  been  appointed  associate  director 
of  Sindicato  De  Prensa  Latino  Amer- 
icano, it  was  announced  yesterday  by 
Stanley  Ross,  director  of  North 
American  activities.  The  news  syn- 
dicate supplies  news  and  service  to 
3ome  750  newspaper,  magazine  and 
radio  clients  through  its  14  offices 
in  the  principal  cities  of  Latin  Amer- 
ica. 

Estes'  appointment  is  an  indica- 
tion that  the  news  service  will  ex- 
pand its  coverage  on  U.  S.  film  news. 

Estes,  former  correspondent  for 
AP,  Universal  Service  and  several 
U.  S.  dailies,  is  a  member  of  the 
Inter-American  Press  Committee  arid 
editor  of  the  Overseas  Press  Club's 
recently  published  book,  "Deadline 
Delayed."  Although  the  syndicate 
has  its  own  offices  on  Madison  Ave., 
he  will  retain  his  headquarters  in 
the  RKO  Building. 


Balaban  To  Philadelphia 
Today  for  UJA  Dinner  Meet  i 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

session  at  which  the  Philly  campaign 
will  be  organized. 

Balaban's  trip  to  the  Quaker  City 
is  the  first  of  several  he  will  make  ! 
in  the  interest  of  the  UJA  national 
campaign.    Dates  are  now  being  set  j 
for   Cleveland   and   Detroit   appear- 
ances. 


Correction 

"The  Egg  and  I"  was  produced  and 
written  for  the  screen  by  Chester 
Erskine  and  Fred  Finklehoffe.  Ers- 
kine  directed.  The  Film  Daily  in  "Its 
review  March  25,  inadvertently  listed 
Finklehoffe  as  writing  assistant. 
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"King  of  the  Wild 
Horses" 

with   Preston  Foster,  Gail   Patrick,  Bill 

Sheffield 

Columbia  79  Mins. 

LIFE  ON  THE  RANGE  PACKED  WITH 
FAMILY  APPEAL;  RATES  A  NEIGH  FOR 
EFFORT. 

Some  pictures  are  made  with  nary  an 
eye  for  an  artistic  triumph,  but  just  a 
night's  entertainment.  A  homey  quality  is 
captured,  transferred  to  the  screen,  and 
given  in  prescribed  doses  which  somehow, 
without  too  much  pain  or  strain,  hit  the 
spot.  Such  is  "K.o.t.  W.H.'s,"  which  ac- 
complishes what  it  sets  out  to  be — a  west- 
ern with  enough  story  and  pathos  to  give 
it  family  appeal. 

Tim,  (Billy  Sheffield)  comes  to  live 
on  his  uncle's  ranch  after  his  father,  dies. 
His  Uncle  Dave,  (Preston  Foster),  Aunt 
Ellen,  (Gail  Patrick)  and  Cousin  Lolly, 
(Patti  Brady),  try  to  break  through  his  re- 
serve but  find  he  is  quiet  and  mordy  I  ke 
his  father,  who  joined  the  circus  after 
quarreling  with  Dave.  Tim  finally  takes  to 
ranching  ways,  but  hates  the  thought  of 
imprisoning  the  animals,  especially  a  horse, 
King,  who  belonged  to  his  father  and  is  now 
the  leader  of  a  wild  herd.  As  there  is  a 
drought,  the  ranch  hands  round  up  the  herd 
so  that  they  wrn't  stampede  the  cattle  in 
their  crazed  efforts  to  find  water.  King 
is  taken  with  the  rest,  which  infuriates 
Tim,  and  he  sets  the  herd  free.  They 
stampede  the  cattle,  which  are  rounded  up 
again  after  a  hard  day's  w:rk.  Fearing  a 
spanking  from  his  uncle,  Tim  leaves  the 
ranch-house  and  searches  for  King.  He  finds 
him  in  a  secluded  spot  which  conceals  a 
spring.  Uncle  Dave  finds  them  there,  turns 
King  loose,  and  takes  Tim  and  King's  colt 
home.  Not  wanting  to  hold  him  against  his 
will,  Tim  turns  the  colt  I"ose  but  finds 
he  wants  to  stay.  So  does  Tim,  and  a  new 
era  of  happy  ranch  life  begins  for  the  boy 
and  his  horse. 

A  thoroughly  natural  atmosphere  pre- 
vails and  it  rates  a  neigh  for  effort. 

CAST:  Preston  Foster,  Gail  Patrick,  Bill  Shef- 
field, Guinn  (B:g  Boy)  Williams,  Patti  Brady, 
Buzz  Henry,  Charles  Kemper,  John  Kellogg,  Ruth 
Warren,  Louis  Faust. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Ted  Richmond;  Director, 
George  Archainbaud:  Screenplav,  Brenda  Weis- 
berg;  Storv,  Ted  Thomas;  Director  of  Pho- 
tography, George  B.  Meehan,  Jr.,  A.S.C.,  Philip 
Tannura,  A.S.C.;  Film  Editor,  Henry  Batista; 
Art  Director,  Hans  Radon;  Set  Decorations,  Frank 
Turtle;  Assistant  Director,  James  Nicholson; 
Musical  D;rector,  Mischa  Bakaleinikoff;  Sound 
Engineer,    George   Cooper. 

DIRECTION,  Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,   Okay. 


Expect  500  to  Attend 
April  Video  Meetings 

More  than  500  television,  radio  and 
advertising  executives  will  be  pres- 
ent at  a  two-day  meeting  for  a  gen- 
eral discussion  of  the  video  field, 
beginning  April  14  at  the  Hotel 
Commodore. 

Among  the  topics  to  be  covered 
by  the  various  panels  are  four  re- 
lating to  films  and  tele:  "The  Films' 
Role  in  Television,"  "Producing  Bet- 
ter Films  for  Television,"  "Produc- 
ing News  and  Special  Events  Films" 
and  "Film  Editing  for  Television." 

The  Televiser,  tele  trade  journal, 
is  playing  host  to  the  meeting. 


"Love  and  Learn" 

with  Jack   Carson,   Robert   Hutton,   Martha 

Vickers 
Warners  83    Mins. 

BOY-MEETS-GIRL  DOUBLE  ROMANCE 
STORY  TOLD  LIGHTLY  AND  PLEAS- 
ANTLY. 

Double  romance  is  the  general  order. 
Jack  Carson  loves  Janis  Paige,  Robert  Hut- 
ton  loves  Martha  Vickers.  The  former  is 
an  old  romance  that  Carson  takes  for 
granted.  New  stuff  is  the  Hutton-Vickers 
biaze. 

The  boys  are  songwriters,  struggling  vari- 
ety, who  are  trying  to  get  their  stuff 
published  on  a  heavily  loaded  market.  Hut- 
ton  is  about  to  give  up  and  go  home.  Car- 
son prevails  upon  him  to  stay  and  try  a  new 
angle.  An  audition  with  a  producer  is 
fouled  up.    Then  it's  all  off. 

Celebrating  Hutton's  last  night  in  Gotham 
the  boys  take  in  a  dime-a-dance  joint 
where  Martha  Vickers  is  slumming  for  ex- 
citement. She's  Otto  Kruger's  daughter 
and  that  rich.  The  boys  try  to  get  a  song 
plugged. 

Miss  Vickers  plays  along  with  her  de- 
ception, passing  herself  off  as  friend  of  the 
bandleader.  The  boys  warm  to  her  and 
she  invents  reason  after  reason  to  keep  up 
the  pretense. 

Newspapers  report  a  female  gem  tfiief. 
Miss  Vickers  has  been  introducing  jewelry 
into  the  plot.  The  landlady  at  her  flat  tips 
the  boys  off  about  an  elderly  admirer  who 
in  reality  is  Kruger  looking  after  his  daugh- 
ter. Hutton  thinks  otherwise  and  makes 
tracks  home.  Miss  Vickers  arranges  publi- 
cation of  the  Hutton-Carson  song.  Carson 
works  a  ruse  to  get  Hutton  back  to  be  his 
best  man.  Miss  Vickers  runs  off  with  an 
old  suitor  but  Carson  pulls  the  switch  that 
gets  Hutton  wedded  to  Miss  Vickers. 

The  story  goes  its  way  lightly,  pleasantly. 
Details  of  direction  and  production  are  up 
to  par.     Frederick  de  Cordova  directed. 

CAST:  Jack  Carson,  Robert  Hutton,  Martha 
Vickers,  Janis  Paige,  Otto  Kruger,  Barbara 
Brown,  Tom  D'Andrea,  Florence  Bates,  Craig 
Stevens,  Angela  Greene,  John  Alvin,  Herbert 
Anderson,   Jane   Harker,    Lou   Nova. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  William  Jacobs;  Director, 
Frederick  de  Cordova;  Cameraman,  Wesley  An- 
derson; Screenplay  by  Eugene  Conrad,  Francis 
Swann,  I.A.L.  Diamond;  Story  by  Harry  Sauber; 
Film  Editor,  Frank  McGee;  Sound,  Everett  A. 
Brown;  Set  Decorations,  Walter  Tilford;  Art  Di- 
rector, Stanley  Fleischer;  Orchestral  Arrange- 
ments, Roy  Heindorf,  Murray  Cutter;  Musical 
Director,  Leo  F.  Forbstein;  Assistant  Director, 
Elmer  Decker;  Songs,  Charlie  Tobias,  M.  K. 
Jerome,  Ray  Heindorf,  Jack  Scholl. 

DIRECTION,    Okay.       PHOTOGRAPHY,    Good. 


Construction  of  Du  Pont 
Lab  Approved  by  OTC 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  OTC  has  approved 
the  application  of  E.  I.  du  Pont  de 
Nemours  and  Company  for  construc- 
tion of  a  film  lab  at  Parlin,  N.  J., 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $22,578. 
OTC  said  the  approval  was  given 
because  the  plant  will  provide  "for 
the  increased  production  of  a  product 
deemed  essential." 

Meanwhile  the  OTC  said  that  it 
had  halted  unauthorized  construc- 
tion of  a  drive-in  theater  in  Mans- 
field, Ohio.  Work  was  begun  about 
November  15,  1946,  and  was  carried 
on  without  authorization  at  a  cost 
of  $9,000,  OTC  said. 


"Untamed  Fury" 

with  Gaylord  Pendleton,  Mikel  Conrad 
PRC  65  Mins. 

SIMPLE,  EFFECTIVE  STORY  DOnE  WITH 
EXCITING  TOUCHES  IN  NOVtL  LOCALE. 

The  Okefenokee  Swamp  is  tne  setting  tor 
this  unusual  film  which  was  produced  by  the 
Danches  Brothers.  The  real  location  is 
used.  Alligators,  snakes  and  the  tropical 
flora  of  the  place  blend  into  the  plot. 

There  is  no  dearth  ot  excitement.  At  the 
outset  an  unusual  method  of  killing  alli- 
gators is  revealed.  A  child,  with  rope  at- 
tached, is  thrown  into  the  swamp.  He 
swims  around,  attracting  a  large  'gator 
which  gives  chase.  The  youngster  is  quickly 
hauled  to  shore.  Papa  lets  go  with  his  rifle 
and  another  hide  is  soon  ready  for  the  tan- 
nery. Yarn  is  based  on  a  story,  "  Gator 
Bait,"  by  Ewing  Scott. 

One  youngster  responsible  for  the  demise 
of  the  horny  hided  critters  grows  into  man- 
hood, goes  to  college,  becomes  an  engineer. 
Later  he  returns  to  his  swampland  intend- 
ing to  survey  the  place  in  order  to  bring  in 
a  highway.  This  would  assist  the  com- 
munity. The  diehards  in  the  community 
don't  see  it,  however.  What  was  good 
for  pappy,  etc.  .  .  . 

Mikel  Conrad  is  another  lad  who  grows 
up  to  be  a  knowledgeable  guide  to  the 
swamplands.  Gaylord  Pendleton  encounters 
Conrad's  objections  which  almost  cause  his 
death.  The  two  are  at  constant  odds  and 
Conrad's  obstinacy  gives  Pendleton  many 
hectic  moments.  In  due  time  Pendleton 
saves  Conrad  from  a  quicksand  death  and 
the  future  looks  good. 

Best  parts  of  this  film  are  submarine  and 
involve  the  aforementioned  alligators.  There's 
romance  of  sorts  involving  Althea  Murphy, 
Mary  Conwell. 

Conviction  is  managed  by  the  cast.  The 
direction  is  intelligent.  It  is  basically  a 
simple  story  of  simple  folk  that  catches  in- 
terest and  sustains  it.  It  is  more  than  fair 
entertainment. 

CAST:  Gaylord  Pendleton,  Mikel  Conrad,  Leigh 
Whipper,  Mary  Conwell,  Althea  Murphy,  Jack 
Rutherford,  Charles  Keane,  Rodman  Bruce,  Paul 
Savage,  E.  G.  Marshall,  Norman  McCay. 

CREDITS:  Produced  by  The  Danches  Brothers; 
Producer  and  Director,  Ewing  Scott;  Screenplay 
by  Taylor  Caven,  Paul  Gerard  Smith;  From  the 
story  by  Ewing  Scott;  Cameraman,  Ernest  Mil- 
ler; Sound,  Cuyler  Tuthill;  Assistant  Director, 
Daniel  D.  Doran;  Film  Editor,  Robert  Crandall; 
Alligator  hunts  staged  by  Ross  Allen;  Musical 
Score   and    Direction,   Alexander   Laszlo. 

DIRECTION,   Good.        PHOTOGRAPHY,   Good. 


Expect  1000  to  Attend 
NAVED  Coast  Regional 

Hollywood — More  than  100  dealers, 
film  librarians  and  salesmen  are  ex- 
pected to  attend  the  Western  re- 
gional meeting  of  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Visual  Education  Dealers, 
at  the  Hollywood-Roosevelt  Hotel, 
April  24-26.  Features  of  the  meeting 
will  be  a  joint  educator-dealer  ses- 
sions planned  for  April  26,  and  a 
Naved  dinner  on  April  25. 


Weill  On  Broder  Accessories 

Sydney  B.  Weill  will  prepare  pres3 
books  and  lobby  advertising  on  eight 
of  the  40  UA  releases  recently  ac- 
quired by  the  Broder  American  Re- 
leasing Corp.  Trailers  are  already  in 
work.  Two  of  the  eight  are  tenta- 
tively scheduled  for  June  release. 


"West  of  Dodge  City' 

with  Charles  Starrett,  Nancy  Saunders 
Smiley  Burnette 
Columbia  57   Mi 

LIVELY  WESTERN  MELODRAV 
SHOULD  SATISFY  THE  DURANGO  K 
FAN. 

Henry  Hardison  (Frederick  Se-^  * 
an  opportunity  to  become  a  cargeT^ar 
by  acquiring  the  fertile  and  valuable  la 
near  the  town  of  River  Bend  mostly  sett! 
by  homesteaders.  He  gets  most  of  the  la 
by  promising  cheap  electric  rates  and  wal 
after  he  builds  a  power  dam  in  the  vall< 
The  majority  are  eager  to  sell  out  with  t 
exception  of  old  man  Avery  (Nolan  Lear) 
who  is  suspicious  of  Hardison.  Avery  sen 
for  Steve  Ramsey  (Charles  Starrett)  a! 
known  as  the  Durango  Kid,  who  can  surv 
the  land  and  tell  its  suitability  for  a  da 

Hardison  finds  out  and  kills  Avery.  Aver 
son  and  daughter  share  the  estate  equa 
and  must  both  sign  away  the  property 
they  are  to  sell.  Hardison  convinces  Dan 
Avery  (Glen  Stewart),  but  Anne  Ave 
(Nancy  Saunders)  who  has  talked  to  D 
rango,  refuses  to  sell.  Hardison  starts 
campaign  of  rustling,  burning,  etc.,  to  for 
the  sale.  He  gets  Danny  drunk  and  dar 
him  to  "shoot  up  the  town."  He  does  tl 
and  unwittingly  becomes  an  accessory  to 
robbery  which  two  of  Hardison's  men  ha 
committed,  and  is  put  in  jail. 

The  Durango  Kid,  knowing  Danny's  i 
nocence,  helps  him  escape  and  takes  hi 
to  a  mountain  cabin.  Hardison  sets  out 
kill  him  but  is  thwarted  by  the  Kid  w 
captures  the  whole  gang.  Hardison  co 
fesses  he  has  blown  up  part  of  the  riv< 
diverting  it  into  the  valley.  Durango  ma 
ages  to  dynamite  the  river  back  to  its  ori 
inal  channel  and  save  the  people  of  t 
valley. 

Pic  should  gladden  the  hearts  of  Duran 
Kid  fans  who  thrill  to  his  manner  of  savii 
the  day  for  the  people  of  River  Bend. 

CAST:  Charles  Starrett,  Smiley  Burnette,  Na 
cy  Saunders,  Fred  Sears,  Glenn  Stuart,  Stan  J 
ley,  George  Chesebro,  Bob  Wilke,  Nolan  Leai 
Steve  Clark,  Zon  Murray,  Marshall  Reed,  Mi 
tard   and    Gravy. 

CREDITS:  Producer,  Colbert  Clark;  Direet< 
Ray  Nazarro;  Original  Screenplay,  Bert  Horswe 
Director  of  Photography,  George  F.  Kelley;  Fil 
Editor,  Paul  Borofsky;  Art  Direction,  Charl 
Clague;  Set  Decorations,  Robert  Brodfie 
Assistant  Director,  William  O'Connor;  Sou 
Engineer,  Philip  Faulkner. 
DIRECTION,  Okay.        PHOTOGRAPHY,  Okc 


ACA  Nixed  Only  549 
Publicity  Stills  in  '46 

Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM    DAIL 

Washington — Hollywood  last  ye£ 
produced  a  total  of  88,230  "still"  pi. 
tures  as  publicity  for  stars  an 
films,  according  to  the  annual  repoi 
of  the  Advertising  Code  Administr; 
tion  of  the  MPAA.  This  figure  re: 
resents  an  increase  of  12,362  over  ti 
"still"  pictures  produced  in  1945. 

Simon  Levy,  director  of  the  advei 
tising  group's  Hollvwood  office,  sai 
that  an  average  of  200  "stills"  at 
made  for  each  motion  picture  pre 
dueed.  The  Hollywood  office  of  th 
advertising  code  administrate 
passes  on  all  "still"  pictures.  Onl 
549  "stills"  were  rejected  last  year  a 
in  bad  taste.  Levy  also  reporte 
that  British  film  producers  steppe 
up  the  number  of  "stills"  submitte 
last  year. 


This  BOOK  Gives  YOU 

ALL  THE  ANSWERS 

covering 

the  MOTION  PICTURE 
INDUSTRY 


The  1947  YEAR  BOOK  OF  MO- 
TION PICTURES  will  not  only 
answer  your  every  question  on  mo- 
tion pictures  but  will  be  found  in- 
valuable every  day  of  the  year  to 
EXHIBITORS,  DISTRIBUTORS, 
PRODUCERS,  LABORATORIES, 
EXCHANGES,  EQUIPMENT 
DEALERS,  MANUFACTURERS, 
EXPORTERS,  etc. 

This  important  volume  of  over 
1,000  pages  covering  the  industry 
in  its  entirety  has  been  published 
annually  for  the  past  28  years  and 
is  the  recognized  encyclopedia  of 
the  Motion  Picture  Industry  and  its 
Branches  Throughout  the  World. 
The  29th  edition  is  now  off  the 
press  and  is  being  distributed  free 
to  subscribers  of  the  FILM  DAILY. 
Fill  in  the  coupon  below  and  re- 
ceive your  copy  of  the  book  NOW 
along  with  THE  FILM  DAILY— 
five  days  each  week  and  all  special 
editions. 


More   than   one   thousand   pages   weight   over   four  pounds. 

A  veritable  gold  mine  of  useful   information  in  one  handy 

and  beautifully  bound  volume. 


PUBLISHED  BY 

THE  FILM  DAILY 

1501  Broadway  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 

Hollywood  Office 

6425  Hollywood  Blvd.  Hollywood,  Calif. 


THE  FILM  DAILY 
1501  Broadway 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Hollywood  Office 


Auggjig     ««5  Hollywood  Blvd. 
— ■--■— i     Hollywood,  Calif. 


Gentlemen: 

Please  enter  my  subscription  to  THE  FILM  DAILY,  and  send  me  my  copy  of  THE  FILM 

DAILY  Year  Book.    I  enclose  $10.00  (Foreign  $15.00). 


Name 


Street 


City 


State 


BENEDICT  BOGEAUS  presents 


GREGORY  PECK  •  JOAN  BENNETT 

■.  Ernest  Hemingway's 

"THE  MACOMBER  AFFAIR" 


also  starring 


Jean  Gillie 


Pleased  thru  U A 


(>,-• 


with  Reginald  Denny 

Directed  by  ZOLTAN  KORDA 
Produced  by  Benedict  Bogeaus  and  Casey  Robinson 

Screenplay  by  Casey  Robinson  and  Seymour  Bennett 
Adaptation  by  Seymour  Bennett  and  Frank  Arnold 


.  • . » 
» I 

'  'A 


Opening  in  35  key  spots  starting  April  10! 


M.    P.    Prodi  n   Di3 

28  W.    44th    St.    21st 


intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent  in  Thought 


r'TsT 


NO.  60 


NEW  YORK,  THURSDAY,  MARCH  27,  1947 


TEN  CENTS 


D.  Of  J.JSKS  RCJCCTIOn  Of  ALL  STflV  PL€flS 

Urges  Recognition  of  Pix*  Freedom  Guarantee 


'ress  Freedom  Committee 
'oints  to  Newsreel  and 
)ocumentary  Development 

Constitutional  guarantees  of 
he  freedom  of  the  press  should 
«e  recognized  as  including  mo- 
ion  pictures  and  radio,  it  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Commission  on  Free- 
om  of  the  Press,  in  its  report,  "A 
''ree  and  Responsible  Press,"  pub- 
ished  today  by  the  University  of 
Chicago  Press. 

Pointing  out  the  development  of 
he  newsreel  and  the  documentary 
Urn,  the  Commission  holds  that  con- 
titutional  safeguards  "are  needed 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Laxily  Dangerous 


alls  Costs,  Exhib. 


The  combination  of  the  continued 
•ise  in  production  costs  and  lack  of 
.howmanship  in  the  field  of  exhibi- 
ion,  if  unchecked  and  unreversed, 
vill  bring  bankruptcy  to  the  motion 
ricture  industry,  Jules  Levy.  UA  pro- 
lucer,  told  The  Film  Daily  yester- 
lay. 

Levy  said  that  his  latest  produc- 
;ion,  "New  Orleans,"  which  pre- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


Rumania  Customs  Release 
U.  S.  Films  After  2  Months 


Word  has  been  received  in  export 
;ircles  here  that  U.  S.  films  held  up 
jnder  customs  regulations  in  _  Ru- 
mania have  been  released  and  circu- 
ation  authorized.  Move  stems  from 
actnn  by  the  State  Department 
which  ordered  investigation  after 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Borough  Tax  Bill 

Introduced  in  Pa. 

Harrisburg  —  Pennsylvania  bor- 
oughs would  be  permitted  to  levy 
taxes  en  amusement  places  or  re- 
ceipts, for  general  revenue  purposes, 
under  a  bill  introduced  in  the  Leg- 
islature by  Reps.  John  N.  Hoffman 
and  J:hn  A.  Jones,  of  Northampton 
County. 


PCA  EXPANSION  PLANS  UNDER  WAY 

Eric  Johnston  Appoints  Judge  Stephen  Jackson 
One  of  Two  Assistants  for  Joseph  Breen 


Gov't  Sees  Petitions  As 
Prayer,  Already  Rejected, 
For  Defendants'  Relief 


Washington   Bureau   of  THE  FILM    DA  rr  y 

Washington — Moves  to  "strengthen 
and  expand"  the  Production  Code 
Administration  are  under  way, 
MPAA  President  Eric  Johnston,  said 
yesterday  in  announcing  the  appoint- 
ment of  former  Judge  Stephen  S. 
Jackson  of  New  York  as  one  of  two 
assistants  to  PCA  chief  Joseph  I. 
Breen.  Appointment  of  the  other 
assistant  will  be  announced  later, 
Johnston  said. 

(The  Film  Daily  on  March  25, 
forcast  the  appointment  of  Judge 
Stephen  S.  Jackson  to  the  MPAA.) 


Not  only  has  the  number  of  do- 
mestic and  foreign  films  submitted 
to  PCA  increased,  Johnston  said,  but 
machinery  has  been  set  up  to  furnish 
advisory  services  to  producers  with 
respect  to  the  "sensibilities"  of  for- 
eign film  audiences. 

Judge  Jackson  will  assume  his  new 
duties  in  Hollywood  on  April  1, 
Johnston  said.  He  served  for  sev- 
eral years  on  the  Domestic  Relations 
Court  in  New  York  and  is  regarded 
as  an  authority  on  juvenile  delin- 
quency and  domestic  relations. 


U.  K.  Agency  Favors 
Dislrib.  Quota  End 


London  (By  Cable)— The  Beard  of 
Trade,  British  government  counter- 
oart  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Commerce,  is  reported  against  any 
further  imposition  of  a  distributors' 
quota  on  the  ground  that  the  studio 
shortage  in  the  U.  K.  is  so  acute  that 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Hold  Rites  Today  for 
Vigard,  WB  Theater  V.-P. 

Funeral  services  will  be  held  this 
morning  at  Riverside  Memorial 
Chapel,  76th  St.  and  Amsterdam 
Ave.,  for  Abel  A.  Vigard,  49,  vice- 
president  of  Warner  Bros.  Theaters, 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Exhibs,  Will  Argue 
Illegal  Sales  System 


The  Statutory  Court's  decree  sets 
up  a  selling  system  that  would  be 
illegal  if  the  distributors  adopted 
such  a  system  in  concert  without  the 
decree,  it  will  be  argued  jointly 
by  the  American  Theaters  Associa- 
tion and  the  Confederacy  of  South- 
(Continucd  on  Page  4) 

Hoover  Says  Reds  Activity 
In  Hollywood  Is  Effective 

Washington  Bureau   rf  THE  FJT.M    ptTTV 

Washington — "Communist  activity 

in  Hollywood  is  effective,"  J.  Edgar 

Hoover,   FBI  head,   told   the   House 

Committee  on  Un-American  Activi- 

(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Jewish  Plight  Worse— Balaban 

Para.  Prexy  Launches  UJA  Philly  Drive 


Casey  Status  Unchanged 
By  Boren  Appointment 

West  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood — Asked  if  appointment 
of  Charles  Boren  as  manager  of 
labor  relations  for  AMPP  would 
affect  his  status,  Pat  Casey,  studio 
labor  contact,  said,  "Insofar  as  I  am 
(Continued  on  Page  4) 


Philadelphia— That  time  has  made 
the  situation  confronting  the  Jews 
"infinitely  worse"  was  the  assertion 
made  by  Barney  Balaban,  national 
chairman  of  the  UJA  film  division, 
at  a  dinner-meeting  of  the  local  UJA 
film  division  at  the  Hotel  Warwick 
last  night  in  an  appeal  for  all-out 
support  of  the  drive  to  raise  $170,- 
000.000  in  1947. 

"Today  conditions  are  no  better 
(Continued  oi  Page  4) 


Washington  Bureau  of  1  HE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington — The  Department  of 
Justice  yesterday  asked  the  U.  S. 
Supreme  Court  to  flatly  reject  all 
petitions  for  stays  of  the  industry 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


LeSieur  Named  Asst. 
UA  Ad-Pub.  Director 


Promotion    of    Howard    LeSieur, 

United  Artists  advertising  manager, 


HOWARD   LE  SIEUR       FRANCIS  WINIKUS 

to  the  new  post  of  assistant  adver- 
tising and  publicity  director  was  an- 
( Continued  on  Page  5) 


State  Dept.  Protests 
'Grapes'  in  Yugoslavia 

Washington  Bur..  THE  FTLM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Charging  "piracy," 
the  State  Department  has  protested 
the  showing  in  Yugoslavia  of  the 
20rh-Fox  film  "Grapes  of  Wrath," 
it  was  learned  yesterday.  The  Yugo- 
slavs, it  was  said  here,  acquired  the 
film  illegally  and  have  been  exhibit- 
ing it  under  the  title  "American 
Paradise." 

"Grapes  of  Wrath"  is  one  of  sev- 
eral films  on  the  MPEA  "black  list." 
Films  on  the  list  are  not  considered 
suitable  for  showing  in  MPEA  coun- 
tries because  they  do  not  truly  de- 
pict American  life.  The  film  was  the 
subject  of  controversy  in  Sweden. 
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MONTREAL— Rav  Carmichael.  Room  9.  464 
Francis  Xavier  St.  VANCOUVER— Tack 
Droy.  411  Lyric  Theater  Bide.  SYDNEY— 
Bowden  Fletcher.  19  Moxon  Ave..  Punchbowl. 
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NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 

High     Low  Close      Chg. 

Am.  Seat 18Vi  18>/2     18V2     

Bell    &    Howell 19V4  19V4  19V4  —     Va 

Columbia   Picts 18%  18}4  18%  -f     Va 

East.   Kodak    242V2  241  242V2   +     Vi 

Gen.  Prec.   Eq 223/8  22         223/8      

Loew's    Inc 235/8  23V4  235/8  +     % 

Paramount       26%  26'/8  26%  -f     5/g 

RKO     14V4  13%  14%  -f     Va 

Republic     7%       73/8       7%     

Republic   Pict.   pfd...    13V4  13%  13%—     Vi 

20th  Century-Fox  . .  .   33%  33  333/4   +     % 

Universal  Pict 25%  247/8  25%  -f     V2 

Warner   Bros 15%  15%     15%      

NEW  YORK   CURB  MARKET 

RKO        4           4  4       +     % 

Sonotone  Corp 3           3  3       —     % 

Technicolor      15  14'4  14*^  —     % 

Trans-Lux      43/8       43/8       4%      

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     Asked 

Cinecolor       5%       6% 

Pathe     6'/2       7% 


To  Let  Broder  Franchises 
Starting  Next  Tuesday 

No  franchises  have  as  yet  been  let 
by  Broder  Releasing  Corp.,  it  was 
stated  yesterday,  although  franchises 
will  be  let  beginning  next  Tuesday 
when  Paul  Broder  returns  from  De- 
troit. 

Broder  left  yesterday  for  Detroit. 


commG  add  come 


ADOLPH  ZUKOR,  Para,  board  chairman, 
will  end  a  two-month  absence  from  tne  com- 
pany's home  office  on  Monday,  when  he  is 
due  to  arrive  in  New  York  from  Tucson,  Ariz., 
accompanied    by  MRS.   ZUKOR. 

ARTHUR  KRIM,  president  of  Eagle-Lion,  and 
JOCK  LAWRENCE,  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Or- 
ganization, left  London  yesterday  for  Paris 
and  will  fly  from  there  to  New  York,  probably 
Saturday. 

J.  MAXWELL  JOICE,  Paramounfs  specal 
rep.  in  the  Cleveland  terrtory,  has  returned  to 
■his  headquarters  after  a   brief  New  York  v!sit. 

MARJORIE  MAIN,  M-G-M  actress,  is  du? 
from  the  Coa^t  next  week.  She  is  scheduld 
to  appear  on  Fred  Allen's  radio  show  April  13. 

VAN  HEFLIN,  M-G-M  star,  arrived  yester- 
day from  the  Coast  for  a  short  visit. 

RUDY  BERGER,  M-G-M  Southern  sales  man- 
ager, will  leave  his  New  Orleans  headquarters 
today   for  a    Miami    vacation. 

JOEL  BEZAHLER,  home  office  assistant  to 
John  E.  Flvnn,  Midwestern  sales  manager,  and 
IRVING  HELFONT,  home  office  assistant  to 
George  A.  Hickey,  West  Coast  district  sales 
head,  return  from  trips  to  the  field  Monday. 

PAUL  MacNAMARA,  national  ad-publicity 
d:rector  for  Selznick  Studios,  arrives  by  plane 
from  the  Coast  today  for  one  week  in  New 
York  to  confer  with  David  O.  Selznick  and 
Neil   Agnew,   SRO   prexy. 

IKE  and  HARRY  KATZ,  executives  of  Kay 
Film  Exchanges  of  Washington,  Atlanta,  Char- 
lotte. New  Orleans,  and  Memphis,  are  registered 
at  Hotel  Astor. 

G.  W.  fBILL)  HORAN,  Boston  branch  mana- 
ger for  Warner  Bros.,  arrived  in  New  York  yes- 
terday  for    home    office   conferences. 

LEN  S.  GRUENBERG.  captain  of  the  1947 
N»d  Depinet  Drive,  is  due  in  New  York  today 
where  he  w-11  make  his  future  headquarters 
as  Metropolitan  district  manager.  Gruenbe  g 
aoes  to  New  Haven  on  Monday,  followed  by 
Boston,  Albany,  Buffalo,  Toronto  and   Montreal. 

WILLIAM  B.  JAFFE,  attirn^y,  returned  yester- 
day from  Montreal  where  he  had  spent  seve-a' 
-•ays  in  discussions  with  the  State  Department. 
On  his  wav  home  he  was  a  speaker  at  Union 
College,  Schenectady. 

STEVE  BROIDY  and  FD  MOREY,  prexy  and 
vee-pee,  respectively,  of  Monogram,  ret-i'n  to- 
day from  a  visit  around  exchanges  in  Detroit 
and    Canada. 


Tapan  Production  Lacks 
Stock,  Players,  Writers 

Not  only  is  the  shortage  of  raw 
film  stock  hindering  resumption  of 
Tapanese  film  production  to  any  great 
extent,  there  is  also  a  serious  lack 
^f  talent — writers,  directors  and  male 
and  female  players.  This  informa- 
tion was  brought  out  recently  in  a 
forum  aired  over  Radio  Tokyo  in 
which  representatives  of  the  Toho 
and  Chochiku  circuits  spoke  their 
views  on  the  future  of  Japanese  pro- 
duction. 

It  was  brought  out  that  through- 
out Japan  not  even  10  actresses  were 
available  with  talent  suitable  for 
films. 


CLARENCE  BROWN,  Metro  director,  is  in 
New  York  for  a  two-day  confab  with  company 
execs. 

DICK  POWELL  arrives  at  LaGuardia  Field 
today  from   Hollywood. 

BARBARA  STANWYCK  will  arrive  in  New 
York  from  London  on  the  S.S.  America  next 
Thursday. 

EDDIE  BRACKEN  has  arrived  in  New  York  for 
a  week's  visit. 

SPYROS  P.  SKOURAS  and  MURRAY  SILVER- 
STONE,  accompanied  by  their  wives,  have  left 
Mexico  for  Panama.  After  a  three-day  stop- 
over they  will  continue  on  to  South  America. 

LIGIA  SOTO-HARRISON,  SONIA  LIZANO  ani 
OLGA  GUTIERREZ-PACHECO  Costa  R'can  beajty 
contest  winners,  arrived  at  LaGuardia  Field 
yesterday.  They  will  be  guests  of  20th-Fox,  as- 
sist in   publicizing  "Carnival    in   Costa  Rica." 

RUBE  JACKTER,  Columb  a's  assistant  genera" 
sales  manager,  leaves  for  Florida  today  on  an 
extended  business  trip. 


Century's  Timberdoodle 
Winners  Are  Announced 


Winners  of  Century  Theater's  10- 
week  Lake  Placid  Timberdoodle 
Drive  for  increased  box  office  re- 
ceipts were  announced  yesterday  by 
J.  R.  Snrin°;er,  general  theater  man 
a?er.  Quota  toopers  leave  May  21 
for  a  four-dav  Lake  Placid  vacation 
at  the  circuit's  Timberdoidle  Lodge. 

Winners  include  William  Apple- 
gate.  Queens  district  manager;  Rob- 
ert Albino,  manager  of  the  Nostrand: 
Jack  Dieber,  manager  of  the  Marine- 
Melvin  Aronson,  manager  of  the 
Bellerose  and  his  assistant.  Jerome 
Thyberg;  McKendrick  Williams, 
manager  of  the  Baldwin,  and  John 
Jackson,  Jr.,  formerly  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  Floral,  now  assistant  at 
the  Fantasy. 

A  gold  watch  will  be  presented 
April  3  to  Dieber,  a  three-time  win- 
ner. With  the  exception  of  Apple- 
gate,  who  has  two  Timberdoodle 
plaques,  the  others  are  first-time 
winners. 


Eastern  Pa.  Allied  to 
Meet  in  Philly  Monday 

Philadelphia  —  Sidney  E.  Samuel- 
son,  general  manager,  Allied  Inde- 
pendent Theater  Owners  of  Eastern 
Penna.,  Inc.,  announced  yesterday 
that  the  third  in  a  series  of  general 
membership  meetings  to  discuss  films 
would  be  held  at  the  Broadwood 
Hotel  on  Monday  at  1  p.m. 


ProiDose  Exchanqe  Pact 
On  Make-up  Artists 

London  (By  Cablei — An  interna 
tional  agreement  on  the  exchange  of 
hairdressers  and  make-up  men  be- 
tween the  U.  K.  and  U.  S.  industries 
may  result  from  the  strike  of  12 
hairdressers  at  Sir  Alexander 
Korda's  London  Films'  Shepperton 
studios.  Strike,  halting  production, 
was  occasioned  by  Paulette  God- 
dard's  use  of  her  own  Swedish-Amer- 
ican hairdresser  on  the  set  of  "An 
Ideal  Husband"  which  Korda  is  film- 
ing. Tom  O'Brien.  MP,  and  secre- 
tary of  the  NATKE.  cabled  the  Hol- 
lywood make-up  artists  local  yester- 
day proposing  the  exchange  agree- 
ment. 


Essaness,  B  &  K  Agree 
On  Oak  Park  Operation 


Chicago  —  An  agreement  between 
Essaness  and  B  &  K  on  the  future 
operation  of  their  Oak  Park  theaters 
has  been  reached,  it  is  reported. 


Shubert-Columbia  Case 
To  Judge  After  3  Days 

Three-day  trial  of  the  $500,000 
damage-injunction  suit  brought  by 
the  Shuberts  against  Columbia  over 
"The  Jolson  Story"  is  considered 
over  with  indication  that  Supreme 
Court  Judge  James  B.  M.  McNally 
will  take  under  advisement  forth- 
coming depositions  from  Wil/^*' 
Goetz  and  John  Hine,  who  arfej^t 
present  in  Hollywood.  Counsel  wtll 
determine  whether  oral  or  written 
depositions  will  be  taken.  Case  is 
considered  over  except  for  screen- 
ing of  another  film  next  Monday. 


N.  Y.  THEATERS 


—  RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL  — 

Rockefeller    I   r-ntft 

RONALD  COLMAN  in 

"THE  LATE  CEORGE  APLEY" 

introducing  PEGGY  CUMMINS 

A  20th   Century-Fox    Picture 

THE   MUSIC    HALL'S 

GREAT   EASTER  STAGE  SHOW 


Laraine  DAY  •  Brian  AHERNE 

Robert  MITCHUMGene  RAYMOND 

I'THE  LOCKET' ^H 


ON  SCREEN 

Hedy  LAMARR 

George  SANDERS 

Louis  HAYWARD 

'The  STRANGE 

WOMAN' 


IN  PERSON 

The  Famous  BARON 
MUNCHAUSEN 

Jack_PEARL 

CLIFF  HALL 


Lorerta  YOUNG 
Joseph  COTTEN  •  Ethel  BARRYMCRE 
"The  Farmer's  Daughter" 

An   RKO   Radio   Picture 
A    Dore    Senary   Prod. 


Doors  Open  9:30  A.M. 
B'way  at  49th  St. 


BOB  HOPE 
DOROTHY  L4MOUR 


inftrsoni 


m  »a»«mCK/NI  I 


SHIULgf 


WVISWdAN 


&4??/iAio</A/r  :zi 


The  Academy  Award  Picture! 

Winner  of  Nine  Academy  Awards! 


f  THE  BEST  YEARS  OF 


SK  OUR  LIVES' 


'  *  <.5i>,  ] 


TOPPERS  IN  THE  EASTER  PARADE! 
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Balaban  Launches  UJA 

Philadelphia  Drive 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
than  they  were  two  years  ago.  On 
the  contrary,  they  are  infinitely 
worse,"  the  Paramount  president 
said.  "The  situation  which  confronts 
our  people  is  tragically  simple.  You 
don't  have  to  be  an  expert  to  under- 
stand it.  UNRRA  has  been  liquidated. 
The  doors  of  Palestine — and  for  that 
matter,  the  rest  of  the  world — have 
been  slammed  shut.  Anti-semitism 
has  grown  to  alarming  proportions 
all  over  Europe,  and  the  Jews  have 
been  caught  in  the  trap — unwanted, 
helpless,  and  desperate. 

"I  make  this  fiat  statement  to  you. 
The  Jews  of  Europe  are  completely 
dependent  upon  us  for  their  very 
survival.  The  Jews  of  America  and 
their  Christian  friends  must  carry 
the  awful  responsibility  of  determin- 
ing the  fate  of  more  than  a  million 
of  the  brethren.  There  is  no  other 
alternative!" 

The  following  were  named  co- 
chairman  of  their  respective  divi- 
sions: Ted  Schlanger,  for  Warner 
Bros.  Theaters;  A.  M.  Ellis,  for  indie 
exhibs.;  Sam  Gross,  20th-Fox  branch 
manager,  for  distributors. 

Among  those  present  included 
leaders  of  the  UJA  drive  and  the 
following  members  of  the  industry: 
Ben  Fertell,  Jay  Emanuel,  William 
Goldman,  Lewen  Pizor,  Morris  Wax, 
Leo  Pozzel,  Abe  and  Lou  Sablosky, 
Melvin  Fox,  Lester  Krieger,  Sam 
Daroff,  Fred  Mann,  Kurt  Peiser,  Lou 
Novins  and  Sam  Shain.  Shain  and 
Novins  accompanied  Balaban  to 
Philadelphia  from  New  York. 

The  Philadelphia  UJA  campaign 
was  organized  at  the  meeting,  at 
which  Jay  Emanuel  presided. 


Casey  Status  Unchanged 
By  Boren  Appointment 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
concerned    I'm    going   along   in   the 
same  old  way." 

Paramount  announced  that  Ted 
Leonard  will  assume  the  duties  pre- 
viously performed  by  Charles  S. 
Boren.  Boren  was  in  charge  of  Para. 
studio  industrial  relations.  Leonard 
has  been  assistant  to  Boren  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Mother  of  E.  N.  Claughton  Dead 

Miami — Mrs.  Leila  W.  Claughton, 
68,  mother  of  Edward  N.  Claughton, 
owner  of  the  Royal  Theater  here  and 
the  Variety,  Miami  Beach,  as  well  as 
several  in  Tampa,  died  at  her  home 
after  a  brief  illness.  Interment  was 
in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 
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Parliament  Should  Know 

•  •  •  THAT  SEGMENT  of  the  British  national  press,  industry  and 
Government  that  has  been  somewhat  vocal  o'  late  about  the  stake  of  the 
British  motion  picture  in  the  American  market  should  find  financial  food  for 
thought  in  the  earnings  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada  of  J.  Arthur  Rank's 

"Henry  V"  in  the  lirst  year  of  its  United  Artists  distribution As  of 

March  15,  the  Laurence  Olivier  screen  version  of  the  Bard's  play  had 
rolled  up  a  net  of  $1,018,0X0  in  exactly  60  roadshow  engagements  in  37 

U.  S.  and  23  Canadian  cities The  latter  accounted  for  about  $125,030 

of  the  aggregate  net If  mathematics  intrigue,  you  might  do  some 

figuring  to  establish  the  approximate  gross,  based  upon  the  fact  that 
UA  operating  cost  is  estimated  between  43  and  50  per  cent  of  gross 

T  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     IF  THE  GROSS  AND  NET  are  amazing,  as  they  are,  the 

story  of  how  the  feat  was  accomplished  is  no  less  so Three  men 

have  held  the  fate  of  "Henry  V"  on  this  side  in  their  hands — Grad  Sears, 
UA  vice-prexy  and  distribution  chief,  who  made  the  distribution  deal  with 
Rank;  Paul  Lazarus,  Jr.,  UA's  alert  ad-publicity  chief,  and  Capt.  Harold 
Auten,  V.C.,  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization,  who  represents  the  pro- 
ducer   It  has  been  a  sorta  Evers-to-Thinker-to-Chance  combination, 

with  Sears  and  Lazarus  frankly  giving  the  Captain  the  major  credit  for 

what  has  been  achieved It  was  he  who  came  up  with  what  Sears 

and  Lazarus  both  call  "the  Auten  plan" — the  leasing  of  the  four  walls  of 
a  theater  and  the  installation  of  "Henry  V"  under  Nsw  York  Theater  Guild 
sponsorship   for   engagements,   both   limited   and   unlimited,   at   a  U.  S. 

price  scale  of  $1.  $1.50  and  $2  exclusive  cf  taxes In  Canada,  by 

special  dispensation  of  the  War-time  Price  Control  Board  the  picture's  top 
is    $1.50.. Roadshows   did  not   fit   into   the   war-time   scheme 

•  •  •  BY  CAREFULLY  PICKING  the  cities  and  theaters,  by  canny 
negotiating  of  deals,  and  by  the  smartest  of  smart  promotional  handling, 
"Henry  V"  has  made  money  in  every  one  of  the  60  cities And  re- 
gardless of  the  size  of  the  house  or  the  length  of  engagement The 

picture  has  played  in  the  3,500-seat  Eastman,  Rochester,  to  a  handsome 
profit — the  engagement  was  for  two  days  only — and  it  has  earned  a  good 

return  in  stands  with  as  few  as  285  seats As  a  matter  of  fact,  it 

has  played  three  houses  with  such  small  capacities — the  Art  Cinema,  Pitts- 
burgh;  Little,  Washington,   and  Lincoln,  New  Haven The   longest 

run,  of  course,  will  be  the  47  weeks  rung  up  in  New  York  where  the 

pic  leaves  the  Golden  on  May  3 The  first  11  met.  weeks  were  at 

the  Civic  Center  where  it  played  without  benefit  of  a  cooling  system 

▼  T  ▼ 

•  •      •     THE  PRESENT  TREND,  wisely,  is  to  limited  engagements 

If  peop'e  know  they  have  so  many  days  only  to  see  the  pic,  they 

do  not  procrastinate "Henry  V"  starts  in  Bushnell  Memorial  Hall, 

Hartford,  Conn.,  today Ahead  are  other  dates,  among  them  four 

days  at  the  New  James  in  up-state  Utica  and  six  days  at  the  Civic  in  up- 
state Syracuse Today,  Captain  Auten  and  Lazarus  have  40  Techni- 
color prints  to  work  with  and  the  booking  pace  according  y  is  being 

stepped  up A  promotional  staff,  now  increased  to  20 — there's  a 

separate  story  in  that — functions  under  Al  Tamarin,  on  loan  from  the 
Theater  Guild 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      ©     "HENRY  V"  COST  approximately  £750X00  of  Rank  money  to 

produce It's  no  secret  that  it  was  not  a  financial  success  in  England 

or  in  the  Empire  outposts  where  it  was  shown Which  points  up  the 

fact  that  it  is  the  Sears-Lazarus-Auten  know-how  that  has  turned  the  trick 
The  Captain  says  confidently  the  picture  will  have  netted  its  sec- 
ond million  here  before  the  year  is  out You'll  find  UA  sales  execs. 

willing  to  wager  the  final  net  on  this  side  will  touch  $5X00,000 

And   well   it    may.. Someone    should   tell    Parliament,    huh? 


Exhibs.  Will  Argue 
Illegal  Sales  Syslem 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ern  Associations  on  April  2  befor 
the  U.  S.  Supreme  Court  when  the 
attempt  to  justify  their  interventio 
in  the  motion  picture  anti-trust^"  :ii 

The  brief,  which  answers  tn 
tion  of  the  "Big  Five"  that  oppose 
ATA's  and  CSA's  right  to  intervene 
contends  that  the  system  of  com 
petitive  bidding  imposed  with  th 
sanction  of  a  court  decree  robs  the 
ater  operators  of  a  remedv  tha 
would  otherwise  be  open  to  them; 
i.e.,  legal  action  against  the  major 
on  the  basis  of  conspiracy  in  re 
straint  of  trade. 

All  of  the  eight  distributor-defend 
ants,  together  with  ATA  and  CSA" 
will  appear  tomorrow  before  Su 
preme  Court  Justice  Stanley  Reed  t< 
be  heard  on  their  applications  for  a 
stay  of  several  provisions  of  the  de 
cree,  including  the  bidding  sections 

Hold  Rites  Today  for 
Vigard,  WB  Theater  V-P 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
who   died   late  Tuesday  at  Adelph 
Hospital,    Brooklyn.     Masonic    rites 
will  be  included.    Interment  will  b« 
at  Montropose  Cemetery,  Kingston. 

Vigard,  who  had  been  in  the  WE 
legal  department  for  the  past  IS 
years,  had  been  ailing  for  the  past 
year.  Born  in  Newberry,  S.  C,  he 
received  his  B.A.  and  Master's  De- 
gree from  Newberry  College.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  Yale  Law  School,  class 
of  1921,  where  he  also  served  as  as- 
sociate editor  of  the  Yale  Law  Jour- 
nal. After  three  years  of  private 
practice  in  New  York,  he  joined 
Warners. 

Vigard  was  a  Past  Master  of  Cri- 
terion Lodge,  907,  F.  &  A.  M.,  chair- 
man of  Masonic  Boys'  Camp  Seven, 
and  a  charter  member  of  Cinema 
Lodge,  and  one  of  its  first  vice-pres-, 
idents. 

He  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Shir- 
ley, and  two  brothers,  Harry  and 
Joseph,  residing  at  Newberry,  S.  C. 
He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Joseph 
H.  Hazen. 


SICK  LIST 


E.  O.  WILSCHKE.  operations  supervisor 
for  Altec,  is  confined  to  his  home  as  a  re- 
sult of  an  auto  accident  in  Philadelphia  in 
which  he  and  his  wife  were  badly  shaken 
up. 

AL  BLOCHER,  Y.  &  W.  Management 
Corp.,  Indianapolis,  is  convalescing  after  a 
severe  attack  cf  influenza. 

REX  CARR,  general  manager,  Marcus 
Enterprises,  Indianapolis,  is  confined  at 
home  by  influenza. 

LONNIE  DAVIS,  manager,  Pix  Theater, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  is  confined  at  home  by  a 
severe  attack  rf  influenza. 

IRENE  YOUNGER,  head  inspeetress  at 
Universal,  Minneapolis,  is  in  a  hospital  re- 
cuperating from  an  operation. 
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of  J  Asks  Rejection 
f  All  SlayPleas 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

ree  made  by  defendants  in  the 
site. 

cfhe    Government    called    for    an 

■1 '^determination    by    the    high 

«.       )f  appeals   in   the  case,   and 

;*liciiged  the  pleas  for  stays  made 

all  of  the  defendants, 
i "The  Government,"  the  D  of  J 
cintly  stated,  "opposes  the  granting 
i  any  of  these  stays. 
=  'Those  sought  by  Columbia,  Uni- 
rlrsal  and  United  Artists  were  urged 
iion  the  court  below  and  rejected 
j  it  after  full  hearing  and  consid- 
(ition  of  appropriate  motions  made 
:ter  the  entry  of  judgment.  The 
sty  sought  by  the  major  defend- 
lits  is  really  not  a  stay  at  all,  but  a 
:ayer  for  affirmative  relief  on  their 
palf  which  was  argued  at  the 
jial  and  rejected  in  the  court's 
sinion.  It  was  re-argued  at  the 
anngs  on  the  form  of  the  judg- 
snt  in  October,  1946,  and  again 
jected  in  the  final  judgment." 
Decree  Cannot  Be  Limited 
Commenting  on  the  majors'  plea 
r  stay  on  termination  of  arbitra- 
te, the  Government  said: 
■''Although  the  major  defendants 
scribe  the  purpose  of  this  stay  as 
srely  to  permit  continued  arbitra- 
iin  of  clearance  disputes,  the  stay 
uld  not  be  so  limited  without  re- 
nting the  judgment  of  the  court 
flow.  The  major  defendants  are 
:lus  asking  simply  for  a  reversal, 
fore  a  hearing  on  the  merits,  of 
<e  trial  court's  judgment  on  the 
sis  of  the  issues  in  the  case." 
The  Government  said  the  stays 
ught  by  the  little  three  "appear  to 
ise  no  substantial  question  except 

Paragraph  7  and  8  of  Section  II 

the  judgment." 

"These  paragraphs,"  the  Govern- 
'ent  said,  "impose  affirmative  obli- 
vions on  the  defendants  which  re- 
lire    a    substantial    reorganization 

their  methods  of  selling  films.  In 
cognition  of  this  fact,  the  court 
;;low  stayed  the  effective  date  of 
j.ese  provisions  until  July  1,  1947. 
Inis  delay  gave  them  more  than  one 
nar  to  make  suitable  preparations 
it  adopting  the  methods  of  sale  out- 
^ed  in  the  opinion  of  June  11, 1946." 

Economic  Burden  Disregarded 
The    Government    brushed    aside 


I  Little  Headlines: 


Trade  War  Plaque 
For  Denver  Library? 

A  suggestion  that  the  bronze 
plaque  awarded  the  industry  for  its 
war  services  be  placed  in  the  Mary 
Reed  Library  of  the  University  of 
Denver  has  been  made  to  George  J. 
Schaefer  by  the  Racky  Mountain 
Screen  Club. 

In  a  %v:re  from  Robert  W.  Selig, 
of  Fox  Intermountain,  Club  offers  to 
make  the  plaque  the  key  exhibit  of 
the  library  cf  motion  picture  arts 
and  sciences,  said  to  be  the  thi.d 
largest  in  the  world.  Library  was  en- 
dowed by  the  Club. 


"YOUR  COMPANY  AND  YOU,"  a  32-page  pccket  size  booklet  designed  to  acquaint 
employees  with  company  policies,  working  rules,  benefits  and  oppoitunities,  has  been 
prepared  by  Warners'  personnel  department  under  the  direction  of  Ralph  W,  Budd  for 
distribution    to   workers. 

• 
WALTER  B.  LA  CHICOTTE,  former  sales  manager  of  s:und  products  for  RCA  Inter- 
national, has  joined  the  theater  and  sound  equipment  organizaii.n  of  K.  Streuber. 

• 
AZTECA  FILMS,   INC.,  Los  Angeles,  chartered  under  California  laws,  has  certified 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany  it  will  do  business  in  this  state  with  offices  at  1564 
Broadway.  The  corp:ration  distributes  foreign  films. 

• 
J.  HARRISON  HARTLEY,  director  of  news  and  special  features  for  NBC-Television, 
becomes  an  executive  of  WEWS,  Scripps-Howard  Radio's  television  station  in  Cleveland, 
effective  April  15.    Station  is  expected  to  be  the  first  tele  broadcaster  to  be  operated 
in  Cleveland. 

• 
WILLIAM  SEITER  has  been   set  by  William  Goetz  to  direct  Deanna   Durbin  in  the 
Sigmund  Romberg  musical,  "Up   In  Central  Park"  which  is  slated  for  U-l  July  pro- 
duction in  Technicolor. 

• 
APPOINTMENT  OF  ADOLPH  SILVERSTEIN  as  advertising  manager  of  Pictorial  Films, 
Inc.  is  announced  by  Lloyd  Lind,  president.  M.ve  is  in  line  with  a   policy   of  enlarged 
advertising  plans  for  the  company's  16  mm.  releases. 


Rumania  Customs  Release 
U.  S.  Films  After  2  Months 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

complaints  revealed  cases  of  pictures 
were  in  custody  as  long  as  two 
months  after  arrival. 

It  was  previously  explained  by 
Rumanian  officials  that  no  authorized 
person  in  the  Rumanian  Foreign 
Ministry  was  available  to  sign  per- 
mits and  licenses.  U.  S.  films  are 
subject  to  customs  duties  and  cen- 
sorship. Films  from  the  USSR  are 
not.  Product  from  France  and  Hun- 
gary is  reported  in  circulation. 


Anti-Drinking  Scene 
Bill  on  la.  Calendar 


Des  Moines — Resolution  proposed 
by  Rep.  C.  S.  Van  Eaton  which  would 
initiate  a  campaign  to  eliminate 
drinking  scenes  in  films  has  been  re- 
ported out  by  the  House  Liquor  Con- 
trol Committee  of  the  Iowa  Legisla- 
ture. Action  placed  the  resolution 
on  the  House  calendar. 


that  plea  by  the  little  three  that 
compliance  with  these  provisions 
would  mean  the  assumption  of  an 
economic  burden. 

"There  is  no  doubt,"  the  Govern- 
ment said,  "that  compliance  with 
these  provisions  of  the  judgment 
meant  the  assumption  of  an  economic 
burden.  However,  the  cost  of  intro- 
ducing competitive  methods  of  dis- 
tribution into  an  industry  character- 
ized by  the  long-established  monopo- 
listic practices  found  in  this  case 
would  necessarily  be  high  under 
any  procedure  that  might  be  de- 
creed for  this  purpose." 

The  Government  also  urged  that 
competitive  bidding  provisions  can 
be  enforced  "only  if  all  bids  were 
reauired  to  be  on  flat  rental  terms." 

Claim  of  the  little  three  that  they 
are  at  a  competitive  disadvantage  be- 
cause other  distribs.,  not  parties  to 
the  suit,  are  free  from  decree  pro- 
visions was  termed  "not  a  basis"  for 
the  stay  sought,  the  Government 
said. 


Hoover  Says  Reds  Activity 
In  Hollywood  Is  Effective 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ties  yesterday.  The  chief  G-man  re- 
ported that  Communists  are  ex- 
tremely active  both  in  radio  and  pix, 
and  reported  that  Communist  activ- 
ity in  Hollywood  got  under  way  "fur- 
tively" in  1935  with  the  issuance  of 
a  "directive  calling  for  a  concen- 
tration in  Hollywood. 

"The  orders  called  for  action  on 
two  fronts,"  he  said:  "An  effort  to 
infiltrate  the  labor  unions;  to  infil- 
trate the  so-called  intellectual  and 
creative  fields. 

"In  movie  circles,  Communists  de- 
veloped an  effective  defense  a  few 
years  ago  in  meeting  criticism.  They 
would  counter  with  the  question, 
'After  all,  what  is  the  matter  with 
Communism?'  It  was  effective  be- 
cause many  persons  did  not  possess 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  subject  to 
give  an  intelligent  answer. 

"Some  producers  and  studio  heads 
realize  the  possibility  that  the  entire 
industry  faces  serious  embarrass- 
ment because  it  could  become  a 
springboard  for  Communist  activi- 
ties. Communist  activities  in  Holly- 
wood is  effective  and  is  furthered  by 
Communists  and  sympathizers,  us- 
ing the  prestige  of  prominent  per- 
sons to  serve,  often  unwittingly,  the 
Communist  cause. 

"The  party  is  content  and  highly 
pleased  if  it  is  possible  to  have 
inserted  in  a  picture  a  line,  a  scene, 
a  sequence,  conveying  the  Commu- 
nist lesson,  and  more  particularly, 
if  they  can  keep  out  anti-Communist 
lessons." 

Meanwhile  a  detailed  view  of  the 
strength  of  the  left-wing  movement 
in  Hollywood  will  be  outlined  today 
by  MPAA  President  Eric  Johnston 
before  the  House  Committee  on  Un- 
American  Affairs.  Johnston  previ- 
ously testified  before  another  commit- 
tee that  Communists  did  not  dom- 
inate the  film  capital. 

"Blaze  of  Noon"  May  9 

Paramount  has  scheduled  "Blaze  of 
Noon"  for  general  release  on  May  9. 


Calls  Costs,  Exhib. 
Laxity  Dangerous 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
miered  on  April  26  in  that  city,  ran 
in  excess  of  its  budget  with  an  over- 
all cost  of  $1,500,000.  "I  could  have 
made  the  same  picture  before  the 
war  for  less  than  half  that  figure," 
he  maintained. 

The  producer  pointed  out  that  with 
normally-budgeted  films,  a  company 
could  stand  the  setback  of  occasional 
failures,  but  that  when  pictures  cost- 
ing $4,000,000  failed  to  click,  the 
producer  would  be  in  real  trouble. 

Levey  saw  some  hope  in  competi- 
tive bidding  under  the  Statutory 
Court's  decree  as  a  stimulus  to  the 
influx  of  new  exhibitors  and  the 
restoration  of  competition  and  show- 
manship. It  was  his  opinion  that 
more  attention  to  promotion  of  pro- 
duct by  the  exhibitors  would  hypo 
grosses  a  great  deal. 

Uncertain  as  to  what  his  next  pro- 
duction will  be,  Levey  said  that  he 
is  now  mulling  a  half  dozen  stories 
and  will  probably  make  a  decision 
within  a  few  weeks.  He  indicated 
chat  he  might  produce  a  picture  in 
the  East  in  order  to  take  advantage 
of  what  he  claimed  was  at  least  a 
20  per  cent  saving  in  costs. 

"New  Orleans"  has  been  set  by 
UA  for  50  simultaneous  key  town 
engagements  of  the  Paramount 
Richards  Circuit  in  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama,  Florida  and  South- 
ern Texas.  These  50  openings  are 
scheduled  for  the  week  following  the 
world  premiere  at  the  Saenger  The- 
ater, New  Orleans,  on  April  26. 


LeSieur  Named  Assistant 
UA  Ad-Pub.  Director 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
nounced  yesterday  by  Paul   N.  La- 
zarus, Jr.,  ad-publicity  director. 

Succeeding  LeSieur  as  advertising 
manager  will  be  Francis  Winikus, 
who  has  been  serving  as  copy  chief. 
Appointments,  effective  immediately, 
are  prompted  by  UA's  expanding 
business  and  the  addition  of  several 
important  producers  to  the  com- 
pany's release  schedule. 

LeSieur  joined  UA  in  1933  as  pro- 
duction manager,  becoming  sales 
promotion  manager  several  years 
later,  and  advertising  manager  in 
1944.  He  is  a  veteran  of  the  motion 
picture  industry. 

Winikus  joined  UA  late  in  1945, 
after  three  years  in  the  Navy  as 
commander  of  a  sub-chaser  in  the 
South  Pacific.  Prior  to  that  service 
he  was  with  the  Warner  advertising 
department. 


REUJ  POSTS 


KENNETH  GUIBORD,  booker,  PRC  Pictures,  De- 
troit. 

PETE  STENCIL,  assistant  manager,  Paradise 
Theater,   Detroit. 

MILT  HERMAN,  eo-roonager.  Paradise  Thea- 
ter, Detroit. 


j  ;«  the  l»w 
band  ui in 


R/chard  SherL         yn  Sco,a  and  Lam.   T 


Radio's  Greatest  Programs  are  on  the  Bandwagon  for 


LUX  RADIO  THEATRE 


■ 


in 


t\\e 


THEATRE 

Roxy 

Cfcinese,  loyo/o,  Sfote 
*  Uptown 

W,  feqwVe  «  Webber 

F«x  and  State 

M/Jler 

Mf.  Baker 
Fox 

«esf  Coosf 
Fox 

California 
Fox 

West  Coast 

MR 

Fox 

%bawk 


rtxeatteS 


in 


tne 


land- 


^ITY 

New  York 

lo«  Angeles,  Col. 


Denver,  Colo. 
Son  Diego,  Co/. 
M<»foi,  Kan. 
fcllingbam,  Wasb. 
Spokane,  Wosk 
Kansas  City,  «|0. 
Seott/e,  Wasb. 
lo»S  Beacb,  Cal. 
Pboenix,  Ariz, 
tofcersfie/d,  Co/. 
Overside,  Co/. 
Sonfa  Ana,  Co/. 
Aberdeen,  Wasb. 
r««on,  Arfz. 
r°Peka,  Kan. 


_DAT£ 

April  16 
April  4 


April  15 
April  8 
April  17 
April  16 
April  IS 
April  17 
April  9 
April  4 
April  13 
April  9 
April  6 
April  13 
April  1 1 
April  13 


April  18 


IFY'S  TAVERN  •  B1NG  CROSBY  •  EDDIE  CANIOR  •  VICTOR  BORGE  •  BENNY 


CENTURY-FOX 


99 


DAILY 


Thursday,  March  27, ]9- 


U.  K.  Agency  Favors 
Distrib,  Quota  End 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
American    companies    cannot    make 
pictures  here  for  at  least  five  years. 

The  position  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whose  viewpoint  necessarily  will  be 
reflected  in  the  framing  of  the  new 
Quota  Act  slated  for  submission 
early  in  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment, became  known  on  the  eve  of 
today's  meeting  of  the  Films  Council 
to  discuss  the  quota  situation  and  its 
recommendations  to  the  Board. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Council 
favors  an  increased  quota  for  exhibi- 
tors which  the  latter  are  strongly 
contesting. 

While  both  J.  Arthur  Rank  and 
Sir  Alexander  Korda  favor  no  dis- 
tributors' quota,  the  latter  is  def- 
initely in  favor  of  a  heavy  increase 
of  the  exhibitors'  quota  up  to  33-1/3 
per  cent. 


Rocky  Mountain  Allied 
Unit  Formed  in  Denver 


Denver,  Colo. — An  Allied  repre- 
sentative group  composed  of  H.  A. 
Cole,  S.  E.  Samuelson  and  T.  Rem- 
busch  have  been  successful  in  or- 
ganizing a  Rocky  Mountain  Allied 
unit.  Exhibitors  took  action  after 
listening  to  the  Allied  bid  through 
three  sessions  with  the  last  meeting 
devoted  to  Allied's  hopes  of  getting 
rid   of  local  checkers. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  when 
the  constitution  is  ready.  Temporary 
officers  include  John  Wolfberg,  Den- 
ver, who  promoted  meeting,  chair- 
man; Joe  Ashby,  treasurer.  Board 
members  include  Fred  Lind,  Colo- 
rado; Carl  Garretson  and  Ralph 
Means,  New  Mexico;  Thomas  Knight 
and  Lloyd  Kerby,  Wyoming;  Robert 
Spahn,  Nebraska.  Denver  office  will 
be  opened  with  executive  secretary. 


Alexander  Comes  to  PRC 
As  Branch  Manager  Here 


Harry  Alexander,  former  20th-Fox 
salesman  and  branch  manager  in 
Albany,  will  become  branch  manager 
for  PRC  here,  effective  Monday. 


STORK  REPORTS 


It's  a  daughter  to  Helen  and  John 
Petrauskas,  Jr.,  Republic  treasurer, 
who  is  handing  out  the  traditional 
cigars  in  celebration  of  the  arrival 
of  Ellen  Apolonia  at  the  Gotham 
Hospital  in  New  York  City  on 
Monday. 

Detroit  —  Harold  Stephens,  opera- 
tor of  the  Jefferson  Theater,  is  the 
fathsr  of  a  new  baby  girl,  making 
the  fourth  grandchild  for  Thomas 
Stephens,  operator  of  the  Annex 
Theater. 


Pix  Freedom  Guarantee  Urged 

Cite  Reel,  Documentary  Development 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


more  than  ever."  Recommendations, 
it  is  emphasized,  would  not  abolish 
state  boards  of  review  but  would  re- 
quire them  to  "operate  within  the 
First  Amendment  as  interpreted  by 
the  Supreme  Court." 

Financed  By  Time,  EB 

Commission,  financed  by  grants 
from  Time,  Inc.  and  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica,  Inc.,  at  its  first  meeting 
in  1944  decided  to  include  in  its  study 
the  major  agencies  of  mass  com- 
munications, embracing  motion  pic- 
tures as  well  as  radio,  newspapers, 
magazines  and  books.  Scope  of  the 
report  is  confined  to  the  role  of 
communications  agencies  in  the  edu- 
cation of  the  people  in  public  affairs. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  Government  use 
mass  communication  media,  which  in- 
clude films,  to  inform  the  public  of 
its  policies  and  the  purposes  under- 
lying those  policies  and  that,  "to  the 
extent  that  private  agencies  of  mass 
communication  are  unable  or  un- 
willing to  supply  such  media  to  the 
Government,  the  Government  itself 
may  employ  media  of  its  own"  .  .  . 
and  that  when  private  communica- 
tion agencies  fail  to  supply  infor- 
mation about  this  country  to  foreign 
countries,  the  Government  "employ 
mass  communication  media  of  its 
own  to  supplement  this  deficiency." 

Group  set  out  to  discover  if  the 
freedom  of  the  press — press  is  used 
as  an  all-inclusive  term  by  the  Com- 
mission and  films  thus  may  be  read 
for  press  —  is  in  danger.  Report 
answers,  "Yes." 

Commission  holds  that  monopolis- 
tic practices  have  made  it  hard  for 
new  ventures  to  enter  the  communi- 
cations field,  that  the  "little  fellow 
exists  on  very  narrow  margins,"  and 
that  opportunities  for  starting  new 
ventures  are  limited.  Report  points 
out  that  the  five  motion  picture  dis- 
tributor-exhibitor companies  are 
affiliated  with  a  fifth  of  the  nation's 
theater  capacity  and  that  the  choice 
theaters,  with  the  highest  admissions 
and  the  longest  runs  have  been  con- 
trolled by  the  eight  majors. 

Report  recommends  that  Govern- 
ment "facilitate  new  ventures"  in  the 
communications  field  through  the 
anti-trust  laws  "but  that  these  laws 
be  sparingly  used  to  break  up  such 
units,  and  that,  where  concentration 
is  necessary  in  communications,  the 
Government  endeaver  to  see  to  it 
that  the  public  gets  the  benefit  of 
such  concentration." 

At  the  same  time,  the  Commission 
holds  that  "if  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  to  achieve  reality,  Govern- 
ment must  set  limits  on  its  capacity 
to  interfere  with,  regulate,  or  sup- 
press the  voices  of  the  press  (includ- 
ing motion  pictures)  or  to  manipu- 
late the  data  on  which  public  judg- 
ment is  formed."  It  is  pointed  out 
that  "The  aim  of  those  who  spon- 
sored the  First  Amendment  was  to 
prevent  the  Government  from  inter- 
fering with  expression." 

Should  Remain  Private  Biz 

The  U.  S.  communications  indus- 


try, including  films,  should  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Commission  remain  a 
private  business,  although  it  is  a 
business  affected  with  a  public  inter- 
est. 

In  this  connection  it  is  recom- 
mended that  the  communication 
agencies  accept  the  responsibilities 
of  "common  carriers  of  information 
and  discussion"  as  a  means  of  avoid- 
ing the  "danger  to  the  mind  of  dem- 
ocracy which  is  inherent  in  the  pres- 
ent concentration." 

Commission  believes  that  motion 
pictures,  as  well  as  other  communi- 
cations media,  should  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  financing  new,  experi- 
mental activities  in  the  field.  Re- 
port concedes  that  such  efforts  may 
not  make  money  at  the  beginning  and 
that  they  require  a  considerable  in- 
vestment. Such  ventures,  the  Com- 
mission holds,  should  be  financed 
from  the  profits  of  other  business. 
Audience  Pressure  Cited 

In  the  performance  of  its  func- 
tions, the  report  holds,  the  press  is 
too  conscious  of  the  pressure  of  its 
audience.  The  motion  picture  in- 
dustry is  cited  as  offering  the  most 
elaborate  example  of  accommodation 
to  the  pressure  of  its  audience 
through  the  Production  Code. 

"Hollywood's  efforts  to  develop  the 
documentary  film  may  be  thwarted 
by  its  habit  of  yielding  to  this  kind 
of  intimidation,"  the  Commission 
states. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Commis- 
sion's report  concedes  that  the  Code 
was  set  up  to  set  standards  of  ac- 
ceptability, not  of  responsibility,  in 
the  face  of  censorship  and  pressure 
group  threats.  "Organized  self -regu- 
lation in  the  motion  picture  industry 
has  achieved  the  purpose  it  was  es- 
tablished to   serve,"  it  is  admitted. 

Commission  believes  that  quantity 
is  in  some  respects  the  enemy  of  the 
kind  of  service  the  country  needs. 
Pointing  out  that  motion  pictures 
offer  the  fare  which  will  appeal  to 
the  largest  number  of  people,  the 
report  claims  that  the  "distinguished 
quality"  of  the  best  foreign  pictures 
should  be  available  in  places  outside 
a  few  metropolitan  centers. 


Skouras  Purchase  Offers 
To  Expire  on  March  31 


St.  Louis  —  Offer  of  Charles  P. 
Skouras,  president  of  National  The- 
aters Co.  and  Fox  West  Coast  to 
purchase  bonds  and  voting  trust  cer- 
tificates of  Ambassador  Building 
Corp.  will  be  withdrawn  on  March 
31,  holders  have  been  notified.  A 
similar  offer  to  the  holders  of  Mis- 
souri Theater  Building  Corp.  first 
mortgage  bonds  and  voting  trust 
certificates  will  be  withdrawn  on  the 
same  day. 

Skouras  and  his  associate,  Clarence 
M.  Turley  have  already  secured  con- 
trol of  the  Missouri  corporation  and 
have  about  reached  the  point  of  con- 
trol of  the  Ambassador,  it  is  learned. 
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attendance  last 


season  was 
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Total  concert 


attendance  last 


season  was 
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Show  Large  Screen  Ail-Electronic  Color  Tele 


Dr.  Zworykin  Will  Make 
Presentation  April  30  At 
Franklin  Institute  Meet 


Philadelphia  —  Large-screen  all- 
electronic  color  television  will  be, 
demonstrated  for  the  first  time  here 
on  April  30  when  Dr.  V.  K.  Zwory- 
kin, video  pioneer  and  director  of 
electronics  research  for  the  RCA 
Laboratories,  addresses  a  scientific 
gathering  at  the  Franklin  Institute, 
it  was  learned  yesterday. 

Demonstration  and  discussion, 
which  is  expected  to  reveal  "revolu- 
tionary improvements"  in  electronic 
color  transmission,  will  be  made  on 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

16mm.RighlsloS0 
Pix  fo  Commonwealth 


Sam  Goldstein,  prexy  of  Common- 
wealth Films,  confirmed  yesterday 
that  he  had  recently  concluded  two 
16  mm.  deals  inviving  "hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars." 

James  M.  Franey,  prexy  of  Uni- 
versale 16  mm.  subsidiary  United 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Robbins  Forms  Three 
Music  Publishing  Cos. 


J.  J.  Robbins,  who  sold  his  interest 

in   Robbins   Music   Corp.,   Leo   Feist 

and  Miller  Music  six  months  ago,  has 

returned  to   the   music   field   as   the 

(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Welles  as  Macbeth 
For  Feldman-Rep. 

HFVtf  Coast  Bur.,  THE  FU.M  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  O.son  Welles  will 
produce,  direct  and  star  in  a  screen 
versi  n  of  "Macbeth"  for  Charles 
K.  Feldman  Group  Prods,  and  Ra- 
public,  it  was  announced  yesterday 
by  Herbert  J.  Yates.  Pic  starts  shoot- 
ing in  early  June,  and  w'll  precede 
Ben  H  e  c  h  t '  s  "The  Shadow"  for 
which  Welles  also  will  triple  in 
brass  in  the  Fall.  Top  femme  star 
will  appear  opposite  Welles  in 
"Macbeth,"  which  was  a  Welles 
Broadway  vehicle  in  the  days  of  the 
Mercury  Theater. 


Editorial 


Guaranty  ot  Freedom 

. . .  pix  and  the  Constitution 


By  CHESTER  B.  BAHN 


VA/ITH  much  that  is  contained  in  the  rep'rt  made  public  today  by  the  Commission  on 
*  ™  Freedom  of  the  Press — the  report  which  was  published  under  the  title  of  "A  Fres 
and  Responsible  Press,"  at  $2  by  the  University  of  Chicago  Press  was  the  subject 
of  a  FILM  DAILY  news-review  yesterday — the  motion  picture  industry  will  be  in  ready 
and   hearty  agreement. 

It  is  important,  2nd  significant,  that  as  the  first  of  13  recommendations  the  Com- 
mission recommends  "that  the  c'nstitutional  guarantees  of  the  freedom  of  the  press 
be  recognized  as  including  the  radio  and  motion  pictures." 

That  for  several  years  has  been  the  position  of  the  motion  picture  indusJry,  as  indeed 
it  has  been  of  the  radio  industry. 

The  Commission  is  on  firm  ground  when  it  asserts  that  newsreel  and  d:cumenrary 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


ATA  Conclave  for 
Washington  or  Chi, 


Si  H.  Fabian,  ATA  president,  will 
confer  over  the  week-end  with  Ted 
Gamble,  board  chairman,  and  Robert 
W.  Coyne,  executive  director,  in  an 
effort  fo  work  out  some  of  the  plans 
for  the  organization's  approaching 
convention.  Likely  site  is  either 
Washington  or  Chicago. 

One  problem  that  it  is  hoped  will 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Maas  to  Berlin  Sundav 
For  Confabs  with  AMG 


Irving  Maas,  MPEA  vice-oresi- 
dent-general  manager,  will  fly  to 
Berlin  on  Sunday  for  conferences 
with  military  government  officials  on 
film  distribution  oroblems  in  Ger- 
many. Parleys  will  bear  on  transfer 
to  MPEA  of  distribution  controls.  It 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Pix  Paid  $1,335,248 
For  Ascap  Rights 


Deems  Taylor,  Ascap  prexy,  re- 
vealed yesterday  to  a  general  mem- 
bership meeting  that  Ascap  had  dis- 
tributed to  registered  members  an 
increase  of  $611,000  over  1945,  rep- 
resented a  rise  close  to  eight  per 
cent.  He  alsT  announced  that  the 
organization  had  collected,  for  per- 
forming rights,  $9,880,260  during 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Siritzky  Signs  Lease  for 
First  Out-of-Town  House 


First  out-of-town  link  in  the 
American  theater  chain  of  Sirifzkv 
International  was  welded  late  Wed- 
nesday night  when  Prexy  Leon  Sir- 
itzky inked  a  20-year  lease  for  the 
OH  South  Theater  in  Boston. 

House  will  be  re-dubbed  the  Rex, 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 


Urges  GFD  Get  Behind  UI  Films 

Do  As  U  Does  With  Rank  Pix—Seidelman 


Bachman  to  Atlanta 
As  UA  Branch  Chief 


Charlotte,  N.  C. — J.  A.  Bachman, 
who  resigned  last  week  as  Charlotte 
branch  manager  for  Warners,  has 
been  named  branch  manager  for 
United  Artists  at  Atlanta. 


London  (By  Air  Mail) — Keynoting 
the  initial  territorial  sales  confer- 
ence of  General  Film  Distributors  to 
be  held  since  the  merger  of  the 
Eagle-Lion  erroup  with  GFD.  Joseph 
H.  Seidelman,  president  of  Universal 
International  Films  described  his 
company's  lineup  and  urged  GFD 
(Continued  on  Page  9) 


MPAA  Prexy  Tells  Gov't 
Com.  that  Commies  Have 
Failed  to  Capture  H'wood 

By  MANNING  CLAGETT 

Washingtrn  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Washington  —  Flatly  denying  any 
significant  Communist  influence  in 
Hollywood,  MPAA  President  Eric 
Johnston  yesterday  gave  a  vigorous 
and  moving  defense  of  American 
films  and  ths  industry's  vast  program 
for  picturing  American  democracy  to 
foreign  nations. 

Testifying  before  the  House  Com- 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Decree  Stay  Pleas 
Will  Be  Heard  Today 

Attorneys  for  the  eight  defendants 
in  the  Government's  anti-trust  suit 
against  the  motion  picture  industry 
will  go  before  Supreme  Court  Jus- 
tice Stanley  Reed  in  Washington  to- 
day in  an  effort  to  have  stayed  some 
of  the  portions  of  the  New  York 
(Continued  on  Page  8) 

Call  Colosseum  Reps. 
To  Chicago  Meeting 

Chicago  —  David  Benzor,  counsel 
and  labor  negotiator  for  the  Col- 
osseum of  Motion  Picture  Salesmen 
of  America,  will  address  a  meeting 
of  Colosseum  representatives  to  be 
(Continued  on  Page  5) 


Propose  State  Censor 
Board  in  Missouri 

St.  Louis  —  Representative  Harry 
Schendel,  D,  St.  Louis,  has  presented 
a  bill  to  the  Missouri  House  at  Jef- 
ferson City  to  create  a  three-member 
state  board  of  censors  f'r  motion 
pictures  to  be  named  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  be  nart  of  the  State  De- 
partment  of   Education. 

Schendel  said  he  was  reluctant  to 
offer  the  bill  but  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  t?ke  action  against  certain 
tvpes  of  films  that  are  corrupting 
the  morals  of  youth  and  cntribut- 
ing  to  juvenile  del'nquency.  He  said 
he  strongly  disapproved  of  "The 
Outlaw." 
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CRI  Votes  SOPEG  In 

Employes  at  Confidential  Reports, 
Inc.  voter]  48  to  15  in  favor  of  the 
Screen  Office  and  Professional  Em- 
ployes Guild,  Local  109.  UOPWA, 
CIO,  as  collective  bargaining  agent 
in  future  negotiations  for  a  contract. 
Contract  parleys  will  beein  follow- 
ing certification  of  SOPEG  by  the 
NLRB.  t 


cominG  am  Gome 


Enterprise's  "Other  Love' 
Preems  in  AA  Plane  Sat. 


HAL  WALLIS  will  leave  the  Coast  over  the 
week-end  for  New  York  where  he  is  sailing  for 
England   April    9. 

CORINNE  CALVET,  Paramount's  French  im- 
ported actress,  leaves  for  the  Coast  today  to 
start   her  American   screen   career. 

LEWIS  ALLEN,  Paramount  d'rector,  and  MRS. 
ALLEN  are  scheduled  to  leave  Hollywood  Apr. 
2    for    New    York. 

GREGORY  RATOFF  is  due  at  LaGuardia  Field 
today   from    the    Coast. 

VIVECA  LINDFORS,  Swedish  actress  under 
-ontract  to  Warners,  returned  yesterday  from 
Stockholm  where  she  arranged  to  bring  her 
rhildren    here. 

HERBERT  J.  YATES  and  WILLIAM  SAAL,  of 
Republic,  arrive  in  New  York  Monday  from  the 
Coast. 

JULES  LEVEY  will  leave  for  Hollywood  to- 
-mrrow  and  will  return  to  New  York  a  week 
later. 

HARRY  M.  WARNER  is  due  in  New  York  early 
:n  April. 


Eastman  Kodak  Output 
Pace  Said  Accelerated 


Rochester — Production  of  Eastman 
Kodak  cameras  and  eauipment,  by 
the  end  of  1946  had  attained  a  rate 
about  20  per  cent  higher  than  that 
for  the  year  as  a  whole  and  abive 
"hat  for  any  pre-war  year,  according 
to  the  Progress  Highlights  section 
of  the  company's  annual  report,  soon 
t^  be  mailed  to  stockholders.  Output 
of  precision  cameras  on  a  unit  basis 
exceeded  any  other  year  by  50  per 
^ent,  it  is  stated. 

In  the  field  of  color  film  and  prints. 
Eastman  reported  a  "substantial  in- 
crease" in  output.  Two  new  color 
films  w*>re  intr^duc^d  last  year, 
Kodak  Ektachi-ome,  for  home  pro- 
"essinar,  and  Kodachrome  16  mm. 
■aommercial  film  which  yields  high 
quality  prints. 


WB's  K«lmensor.  Haines 
Off  On  Western  Trips 


Ben  Kalmenson,  Warner  Bros,  vice- 
-irpsident  and  general  sales  manager. 
lQft  bv  -plane  last  night  for  the  Coast. 
He  will  confer  at  the  studio  with 
Tack  L.  Warner,  executive  producer. 
tttI  a*-  the  Lo«  Angeles  branch  office 
with  Distri-^r  Manager  Henry  Herbel 
and  ot^°r  Wes+^rn  sales  execs. 

Roy  Haines,  Western  division  sales 
manager,  also  left  la^t  night  for  a 
Western  and  Pacific  Northwest  tour 
with  Denver  his  first  stop. 


MP  Foundation  Parley 
In  Chicago  April  16 


•  Chicago— John  Balaban  has  called 
a  luncheon  meetine  for  April  16  to 
c^mnlete  organisation  of  the  Chicago 
Motion  Picture  Foundation. 


WANTED 

LABOR  MOW  AND  STUDIO 
EQUIPMENT 
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CHARLES  REED  JONES,  special  rep.,  for  Jules 
Levey,  will  leave  New  York  for  New  Orleans 
tomorrow  in  connection  with  the  "New  Or- 
leans"   premiere    there. 

CHARLES  EINFELD,  Enterprise  prexy,  is  due 
in  New  York  about  April  10  for  a  month's  stay. 

ROBERT  PIROSH,  RKO  screenplay  writer,  has 
arrived  from  Hollywood  to  d:rect  Maurice 
Chevalier  in  a  prologue  and  English  narration 
to  be  used  in  RKO  Pafrhe-Cinema's  "Man  About 
Town"  which  stars  Chevalier. 

NORMAN  AYERS,  Southern  division  sales 
manager  for  Warners,  returns  today  from  the 
Philadelphia    and   Washington   territories. 

HAROLD  RODNER,  executive  of  Warners  Ser- 
vice Corp.,  left  yesterday  for  a  tour  of  War- 
ner theaters  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  He  is  due 
back  in  New  York  in  mid-April. 

CARL  KRUEGER,  indie  producer,  is  in  Wash- 
i"aton  to  screen  William  Wyler's  AAF  pic, 
"Thunderbolt"  for  General  Spaatz,  and  Secre- 
tary of  War  Patterson.  Pic  will  be  released 
by    Monogram. 


Humanitarian  Award 
Recipient  By  May  1 


■W'st  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood  —  Norman  Manning 
special  events  co-ordinator,  will  acr 
as  assistant  to  Charles  P.  Skouras. 
executive  chairman,  in  the  planning1 
and  supervision  of  over  all  activities 
;n  connection  with  the  Variety  Clubs. 
International  May  14-17  convention. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  executive  com- 
mittor, George  Bowser,  chairman  of 
the  Humanitarian  Award  committee 
reported  that  newspaper  editors  are 
Heing  polled  and  that  the  1946  selec- 
tion will  be  announced  by  May  1 
Dean  Hyskell.  it  was  announced,  will 
edit  the  Convention  Journal. 

Transportation  committee,  headed 
bv  W.  H.  (Bud)  Lollier.  is  planning 
fo  brine  delegates  from  key  cities  to 
'-he  convention  in  special  trains.  If 
was  reported  that  a  delegation  of  100 
\tlanta  members  and  their  wives 
have  agreed  to  attend  the  meeting. 


Fete  Wheeler  on  Monday 

Wc.&tni+~«    Bureau   of  trk    F/f»    njrr" 

Washington  —  Variety  Club  wil1 
tender  a  testimonial  dinner  to  Sam- 
'W  N.  Wheeler,  sales  manager  of 
"Film  Classic^  Mondav  nighf  at  the 
Mayflower  Hotel.  Home  office  per- 
sonnel due  for  the  affair  include 
Jnles  Chapman,  Eugme  Arnstein. 
Al  Zimbalist,  George  Waldman,  Syd- 
ney Weiner  and  Thomas  McCue. 


West  Coast  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood  —  Enterprise's  "The 
Other  Love"  will  have  its  U.  S.  pre- 
miere Saturday  aboard  the  inaugural 
flight  of  American  Airlines'  DC-6, 
under  a  tieup  between  Enterprise- 
Douglas  Aircraft  and  American. 
Flight  will  be  from  Long  Beach  to 
LaGuardia  Airport,  New  York.  Rob- 
ert Taplinger,  Enterprise  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  vice-preside^j^Bill 
join  the  flight  with  a  16  mm.^rrint. 

Other  Enterprise  executives  and 
stars  will  congregate  in  New  York 
next  week  in  connection  with  activi- 
ties in  behalf  of  the  company's  "The 
Other  Love,"  "Arch  of  Triumph"  and 
"Ramrod."  Veronica  Lake  and  Andre 
De  Toth,  star  and  director  of  "Ram- 
rod," leave  for  New  York  today  for 
a  personal  appearance  tour,  while 
Barbara  Stanwyck  and  David  Lewis 
are  due  back  from  London  next 
Thursday  from  the  premiere  of  "The 
Other  Love." 


Rank  Toronto  Visit  Linked 
To  Suit  Settlement  Talks 


Toronto — J.  Arthur  Rank  will  visit 
Toronto,  and  possibly  other  points  in 
Canada  in  May,  following  his  arrival 
in  New  York  from  London.  John 
Davis  is  expected  to  accompany  Rank 
here. 

This  development  is  linked  with 
the  issuing  of  a  writ  in  Toronto 
against  Rank  and  the  Rank  com- 
panies by  Empire  -  Universal  and 
United-World  of  Canada.  This  writ 
claims  non-performance  of  contract 
with  plaintiffs  for  Canadian  distribu- 
tion of  films  and  also  asks  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants 
from  enterine  into  an  agreement  for 
the  handling  of  films  with  any  Canad- 
ian company  other  than  the  plain-  . 
tiffs. 


$200,000  for  Philadelphia 
United  Jewish  Appeal  Goal 

Philadelphia  —  Industry's  local 
United  Jewish  Appeal  goal  has  been 
set  at  $200,000,  it  is  learned  follow- 
ing the  Wednesday  night  address 
of  Barney  Balaban,  national  chair- 
man of  the  drive.  Amount  is  more 
than  double  the  funds  raised  in  last 
year's  drive.  Initial  gifts  announced 
after   the    meeting    totaled    $49,000. 


SEE  FREE! 

See  Filmack's  New  PREVUE  TRAILERS  before  signing  your 
next  Prevue  contract  Write,  wire  or  caU  us  for  FREE  SAMPLE 
PREVUES  of  our  New  Service.  FILMACK  —  1322  S.  Wabash 
Avenue,  Chicago  5  Illinois. 


EllMACK  gives  QUICKEST  SERVICE  on  SPECIAL  TRAILERS 
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this  is  a  reproduction  of  one  of  the  regular  national  magazine 
ads  in  RKO's  big   new  DOUBLE-PLAY  seat-selling   smash! 
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16mm.  Rights  to  80 
Pix  to  Commonwealth 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
World,   sold   Goldstein   the    16   mm. 
rights  for  the  U.  S.  to  40  Universal 
features  and  four  Universal  serials, 
for  a  seven-year  period. 

F°<  a  like  period,  Magnus  Films' 
eh '_  Jacques  GriniefF,  who  sold  the 
35  ma.  rights  on  40  UA  pix,  several 
weeks  ago,  to  the  Broder  Bros.,  also 
sold  the  16  mm.  rights,  domestic  and 
foreign,  to  Goldstein  the  same  block 
of  features,  except  one. 

Strand,  Newark,  Files 
Clearance  Complaint 

The  Melbe  Theater  Co.,  operating 
the  Strand  Theater  in  Newark,  N.  J., 
in  a  demand  for  arbitration  filed 
with  the  New  York  tribunal  yester- 
day, named  all  of  the  "Big  Five"  as 
parties  and  requested  abolishment  of 
existing  clearances  enjoyed  by  the 
Savoy  and  Congress  Theaters. 

All  majors  now  give  Savoy  priority 
in  run  and  clearance  of  14  days  over 
Strand.  In  addition,  Paramount  gives 
the  Congress  a  seven-day  clearance 
while  Loew's  contracts  have  assigned 
the  Congress  one  day  over  the 
Strand. 

Complainant  maintains  all  clear- 
ances mentioned  are  "unreasonable 
as  to  time  and  area." 


Call  Colosseum  Reps. 
To  Chicago  Meeting 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
held  at  the  Continental  Hotel  tomor- 
row, A.  M.  Van  Dyke,  president,  said 

Delegates  from  key  cities  are  then 
expected  to  select  two  members  to 
act  as  bargaining  representatives  for 
the  Colosseum. 

Due  at  the  meeting  are  Pat  Hal- 
loran,  Minneapolis;  M.  S.  Keller, 
Portland;  Floyd  Bernard,  San  Fran- 
cisco; Ross  Williams,  Cincinnati;  E. 
E.  Shinn,  New  (Means;  Richard 
Lange,  Los  Angeles;  N.  Provencher, 
Milwaukee;  Barry  Goldman,  Wash- 
ington; Frank  Salley,  Atlanta;  Sam 
Resnick,  Kansas  City;  Joel  Blue- 
stone,  New  Orleans,  and  D.  J.  Edele, 
St.  Louis. 
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Mar.  28 
Pandro  S.  Berman     William  Laidlow,  Jr. 
Lester  S.  Tobias        Philip  Tannura 
James   Engler  Charles  Starrett 

Mickey  Andelman 
Mar.  29 


Bob  Haymes 

Leda  Bauer 

Dennis  O'Keefe 

Bob   Sisk 
Warner  Baxter 

Mar. 
Edward  Schreiber 
Si   Borus 
Martin  George  Smith 


F.  H.  Smith 
Stanley  Hatch 
Carl  Nielson 
Arthur  Caesar 
i.  E.  Otterson 
30 
Herbert   Anderson 

Saul  Jeffee 
Anna  Q.  Nilsson 
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Week-End  Report 

•  •      •     CUFF  NOTES: J.  Arthur  Rank  will  be  well  dined  when 

he  comes  over  on  his  second  American  visit  in  early  May ......  The  day 

following  the  MPAA's  25th  anniversary  dinner  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria, 
set  for  May  8,  the  British  film  tyccon  will  be  guest  of  honor  at  a  luncheon 
in  the  Hotel  Commodore,  tendered  by  the  World's  Sunday  School  Associa- 
tion   The  affair  will  honor  Rank  for  his  work  with  religious  films. 

•  Louella  O.  Parsons'  present  visit  East  primarily  is  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  her  husband.  Dr.  Harry  Martin,  who  is  undergoing  a  check-up  at 
John  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore,  for  recurrances  of  a  tropical  fever  con- 
tacted in  the  South  Pacific  during  the  war.  ...  •  Latest  to  climb  aboard 
the  Eastern  production  band  wagon,  is  Sol  Lesser,  who  plans  to  make, 
"Harness  Bull,"  adapted  from  Leslie  White's  erstwhile  best  seller,  in  New 

York,  with  the  co-operation  of  Commissioner  Wallander's  department 

Edward  G.  Robinson  will  star.  ...  •  With  RCA  pricing  its  new  tele- 
vision consoles  at  $1,030,  motion  picture  theaters  evidently  won't  have 
to  worry  about  competition  for  some  time  to  c:m:,  ...     •  Everybody 

wants  to  get  into  the  act Now  Marshall  Grant  Pictures  would  like 

to  have  ex-Gov.  Herman  Talmadge  of  Georgia  appear  in  its  screen  version 
of  "Moonrise,"  which,  incidental'y,  will  star  John  Garfield,  when  it  goes 
before  the  cameras  May  15  in  Hollywood  as  the  first  of  the  new  producing 
company's  pictures.  ...  •  Albert  Milchsll,  radio's  Answer  Man,  will 
celebrate  his  10th  year  of  broadcasting  starting  Monday,  by  airing  his 
shows  from  the  stage  of  RKO  Boston  Theater,  in  connection  with  its  show- 
ing of  the  current  reel  of  the  Universal  "Answer  Man"  shorts  series 

T  T  T 

•  •      •     THIS  'N'  THAT: Didja  know  Life  Magazine  has  pick3d 

three  British  films  for  "Movie  of  the  Week"  treatment  in  forthcoming  is- 
sues?  Pix   are    "Great   Expectations,"   "Odd   Man   Out"   and   "The 

Adventuress".  ...  •  That  Technicolor  price  hike  announced  this  week 
is  estimated  to  cost  the  industry  $800,000  a  year.  ...  •  The  next  presi- 
dent of  UA  must  be  acceptable  to  four  people Two  of  them,  of  course, 

are  Mary  Pickford  and  Charlie  Chaplin You  gujss  the  other  two.  .  . 

•  Douglas  Sirk,  who  has  just  completed,  "Personal  Column"  for  Hunt 
Stromberg,  has  been  signed  by  Eugene  Frsnke,  United  California  Produc- 
tions to  a  three-picture  pact Sirk's  first  for  UCP  will  be  "The  Glass 

Heart,"  starring  Robert  Cummings.  ...  •  Adding  to  its  litercry  treasurs 
chest.  Enterprise  has  acquired  rights  to  H.  Allen  Smith's  "Better  Than 
Never,"  which  will  star  Hazel  Brooks.  ...  •  The  opening  of  New  York 
City's  cancer  drive  on  Tuesday  will  be  televised  over  NBC's  station  WNBT 

WNBT   also   will  cover  New   York's   traditional   5th   Ave.   Easter 

Parade.  ...  •  Parker  Tyler  will  support  his  thesis  that,  "the  movies 
is  the  psychoanalytic  clinic  of  the  average  worker's  daylight  dreams," 
when  he  speaks  at  the  Cooper  Union  free  evening  Forum  tonight.  .  .  . 

•  Cinema  Stamp  Collectors  is  plotting  production  of  a  16mm.  pic  on  its 

activities  and  members'  specialties Next  CSC  meeting  on  April  9 

will  hear  D.  E.  Hoffberg  en  "Religion  on  Stamps".  ...  •  Nunnally 
Johnson  is  negotiating  with  Metro  to  borrow  William  Powell  for  "The 
Senator   Was  Indiscreet"   which   George   S.   Kaufman   will   direct.   .   .   . 

•  Twentieth-Fox's  visiting  Costa  Rican  beauties  will  be  luncheon  guests 
at  UN  headquarters  at  Lake  Success  today 

▼  ▼  ▼ 

•  •      •     ODDS  'N'  ENDS: William  Wyler  says  that  although 

Samuel  Goldwyn  and  others  have  approached  him,  he  has  rejected  all 
overtures  and  will  make  pictures  only  for  Liberty  Fi'ms  in  which  he  is  a 
partner.  ...  •  Bob  Hope's  new  Para,  pic,  "My  Favorite  Brunette,"  gave 
the  New  York  Paramount  its  best  openlrg  w-ek  since  "Blue  Skies".  .  .  . 

•  Story  Prods,  expects  its  film  version  of  "This  Side  of  Innocence"  to  be 
ready  for  early  Fall  showing,  despite  fact  the  picture  is  yet  to  be  cast 


YOU'LL  SEE 
A  GREAT 
PICTURE! 


YOU'LL  HEAR 
A  GREAT 
PICTURE! 


YOU'LL  SAY 
A  GREAT 
PICTURE 
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Reds  Fear  American 
Films,  Says  Johnston 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
mittee  on  un-American  Activities, 
Johnston  said  that  "if  the  Commu- 
nists set  out  to  capture  Hollywood 
they  have  suffered  an  overwhelming 
defeat.  American  films  are  the  tar- 
get for  bitter  organized  attack  by 
Communists  all  over  the  world.  The 
Communists  hate  and  fear  American 
motion  pictures.  It  is  their  number 
one  hate." 

Standing  fast  against  proposals  by 
some  committee  members  to  pass 
drastic  legislation  aimed  at  Holly- 
wood, unless  the  industry  "cleaned  its 
own  house,"  Johnston  said  Holly- 
wood is  losing  "hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  a  year"  in  its  cam- 
paign to  get  American  pix  into 
occupied  countries  and  nations  with 
strong  leftish  leanings. 

"The  American  motion  picture  in- 
dustry, as  no  other  group  or  media, 
combines  the  elements  of  freedom 
and  liberty  and  sends  the  pictorial 
representations  of  these  elements  all 
over  the  world.  Why  do  you  think 
Mussolini  and  Hitler  banned  Amer- 
ican films  before  American  news- 
papers or  American  books  or  be- 
fore the  films  from  every  other  na- 
tion ?  They  knew  the  powerful  in- 
fluence for  democracy  represented  by 
American  films.  They  knew  that 
without  propaganda,  we  could  make 
films  that  were  a  more  powerful 
weapon  against  their  form  of  gov- 
ernment than  any  other. 

U.  S.  Pix  Belie  Totalitarianism 

"American  films  give  the  lie  by 
visual  evidence  to  totalitarian  propa- 
ganda. The  old  tale  about  the  break- 
down of  capitalism  in  America  be- 
comes pretty  flimsy  stuff  after 
people  have  had  a  chance  to  see  our 
pictures  and  draw  their  own  conclu- 
sions. Pictures  which  are  produced 
under  a  democratic  form  of  govern- 
ment inevitably  reflect  democratic 
habits  of  thought  and  life  and  action. 
They  are  bound  to  convey  some  of 
the  virility,  the  zest  and  the  joy  of 
living  which  are  characteristic  of 
life  in  our  country.  These  are  the 
qualities  which  other  peoples  need 
most  at  this  time,  and  these  are  the 
qualities  which  make  American  films 
hated  and  feared  by  Communists 
everywhere." 

He  said  that  "American  ambassa- 
dors abroad  have  urged  us  to  do 
everything  we  could  to  hasten  the 
re-entry  of  our  pictures  into  coun- 
tries from  which  they  were  excluded 


Penn.  Bill  Provides 
]%o  Seat,  iV©  Tickets 

Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Sale  of  tickets 
to  theaters,  motion  picture  theaters 
and  places  of  amusement  would  be 
prohibited  unless  seats  are  provided 
f:r  the  purchaser  under  the  provis- 
ions of  hhuse  Bill  1083  which  w~s 
introduced  in  the  legislature  this 
week  by  Rep.  Norman  H.  Laughner, 
R-Allegheny  County. 


Little  Headlines: 


THE  EIGHT  MAJORS  have  contributed  over  $20,000  to  the  National  Fund  for  the  Hs- 
lief  of  Flood  Distress  in  Great  Britain.  Check  for  the  amount  has  been  delivered  to  tne 
Lord  May-r  of  London  by  Fayette  W.  Ailport,  MPAA  London  rep. 

• 

FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  in  commercial  television  history,  a  remote  show  at  ground 
level,  became  completely  mobile,  freed  from  cables  which  have  ancnored  l.uage  O,tn,con. 
to  a  fixed  p.sit,on,  when  B  &  Ks  Station  WBKtf,  tesied  an  original  news  technique  by 
telecasting  fr.m  a  moving  truck  on  Chicago's  State  St. 

• 

BUREAU  OF  COMMUNICATION  RESEARCH,  INC.  has  been  formed  by  Donaic 
Slesinger,  Arthur  Good  and  Jacques  Wimpfheimer  to  concentrate  in  the  fielj  of  audi- 
ence reaction  in  radio,  films,  theater  anj  publishing.  Slesinger  is  tie  former  director  ol 
the  American  Film  Center,  while  Good  was  associate  director.  Technical  consultant  in 
3CR  s  audience  research  is  Dr.  Ernest  Dichter. 

• 

J.  ARTHUR  RANKS  "Odd  Man  Out,"  James  Mason  starrer,  which  U-l  is  releasing,  it 
reported  set  for  the  Criterion  en  Broadway. 

• 

INITIAL  COMMERCIAL  16  MM.  entertainment  program  in  Australia  will  be  held  to- 
morrow at  Hill  End,  New  South  Wales,  it  was  announced  yesterday  by  Orton  H.  H.ck_, 
.lead  of  Loew's  International  16  mm.  department.  Pr:gram  marks  the  beginning  o. 
M-G-M's  16  mm.  operations  in  that  area. 


during  enemy  occupation.  The  indus- 
try can  well  be  proud  of  its  contribu- 
tion to  our  national  policy  in  former 
.memy  countries." 

Again  pointing  up  the  fear  of 
American  pix  by  Communists,  John- 
ston said  that  in  "countries  behind 
-ne  iron  curtain,  Communists  resist 
the  showing  of  American  films  and 
use  every  bait  possible  to  lure  the 
people  into  houacs  showing  Soviet 
dims.  In  some  cases,  they  even  offer 
free  tickets  and  free  transportation. 
But  the  bait  is  no  good.  The  people 
jciil  c.amor  for  American  films.  That 
story,  in  one  form  or  another,  has 
oeen  repeated  time  and  time  again." 

Most  committee  members  jumped 
on  "Mission  to  Moscow"  as  in- 
accurate and  tainted  with  pro-Com- 
munist sentiment.  Johnston,  how- 
aver,  pointed  out  that  the  picture  was 
made  from  a  book  by  that  "Capitalist 
and  former  Ambassador  to  Russia, 
Joseph  Davies." 

Johnston  also  gave  a  spirited  dec- 
laration on  the  great  American  job 
Jone  by  Warner  Bros.,  producers  of 
the  picture.  He  said  there  were  no 
finer  Americans  than  the  Warner 
orothers  and  few  others  have  fought 
more  to  spread  the  idea  of  Amer- 
ican democracy. 

Asked  to  comment  on  previous  tes- 
timony that  Frank  Sinatra,  Edward 
G.  Robinson,  James  Cagney  and 
ifredric  March  were  Communist 
sympathizers,  Johnston  said  he  "had 
no  knowledge"  of  such  leanings. 

While   admitting   that  there  were 


"undoubtedly"  many  Communists  in 
the  film  industry,  Johnston  denied 
that  Communists  had  any  influence 
on  finished  films. 

Asked  by  Rep.  Nixon  of  California 
whether  the  industry  had  ever  made 
any  anti-Communist  films,  along  the 
lines  of  the  anti-Nazi  pix  made  dur- 
ing the  war,  Johnston  could  not  re- 
call any,  but  inferred  that  the  in- 
dustry may  soon  produce  films  show- 
ing the  evils  of  Communism. 

Prodded  by  Rep.  Rankin  of  Missis- 
sippi about  the  alleged  Red  influence 
in  Hollywood,  Johnston  rejected  the 
idea  that  Communists  are  a  signifi 
cant  influence.  It  was  then  that 
Rankin  warned  that  unless  Holly- 
wood cleaned  its  own  house,  Con- 
gress would  force  a  "purge"  by  dras- 
tic legislation. 

While  stating  emphatically  that  in 
his  belief  Communists  are  "traitors'' 
and  owe  their  "allegiance  to  Russia,' 
Johnston  said  it  should  first  be 
"proven"  that  such  is  the  case  and 
then  ban  Reds  from  certain  respon- 
sible jobs  through  American  judicial 
processes.  He  continually  defended 
this  traditional  American  method 
against  the  onslaught  of  committee 
members,  some  of  whom  wanted 
Johnston  to  fire  every  suspected 
Communist  or  left-winger  in  Holly- 
wood. 

Johnston  also  said  that  Hollywood 
unions  and  guilds  were  making  con- 
siderable progress  in  combatting 
Communism  within  their  ranks. 


Pix  Paid  $1,335,248 
To  Ascap  for  Rights 


i Continued  from  Page  1) 
1946,  of  which  $1,335,248  came  from 
films  and  $6,188,982  from  broadcast- 
ing. 

Pointing  out  that  the  Society  feels 
its  rates,  having  been  formulated  in 
1943,  are  too  low,  Lester  Santly, 
chairman  of  the  board,  disclosed  that 
an  upward  revision  of  rates,  charged 
to  film  exhibitors  is  contemplated. 
However,  he  stated,  the  exhibs.  want 
the  producers  to  pay  licensing  fees 
and  the  producers  want  the  exhibs. 
to  pay.    Ascap,  Santly  said,  doesn't 


Reagan  Sets  Three  Para. 
Releases  for  May,  June 

Release  dates  of  three  Paramount 
pictures  were  announced  yesterday 
by  Charles  M.  Reagan,  vice-president 
in  charge  of  distribution.  "Blaze  of 
Noon"  will  be  released  May  2,  with 
"Calcutta"  set  for  May  30,  and  "Wel- 
come Stranger,"  June  13. 


care  who  pays  as  long  as  it  is  taken 
care  of. 

Taylor  revealed  that  there  were 
4,265  new  licensees  in  1946;  65 
writers  and  23  publishers  were  added 
which  brings  the  total  membership 
to  1,850  writers  and  301  publishers. 


Golden  Prods.  Signs 
Lillie  for  'Brooklyn' 


West  Coast  Bureau  cf  1  HE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood   —   Golden   Prods.,   re- 
cently organized  and  headed  by  Rob- 
ert S.  Golden,  will  start  shooting  in 
July    on    "Texas, 
Heave  nwi  n  d 
Brooklyn,"^^he 
General   Sluice 
Studios  here. 

Other  officers 
of  Golden  Prods, 
include  Larry 
Wit  ten,  veepee; 
S.  H.  Lewis,  trea- 
surer; Ann  Har- 
kady,  secretary; 
Edward  Golden, 
board  chairman. 

Beatrice    Lillie, 
who  will  make 
her  first  Amer- 
ican picture  in  | 
nine  years,  is  the 
first  of  four  stars  to  be  signed  up  for 
the  film  budgeted  at  more  than  $1,-  | 
000,000.   "T  H  &  B"  is  also  the  first  I 
of  three  Golden  films  to  be  released  I 
by  UA. 

New  title  so  impressed  Publishers  J 
Reynal  &  Hitchcock  that  all  future  I 
editions  of  Barry  Benefield's  best-  j 
seller  will  be  issued  at  "Texas,  i 
Heaven  and  Brooklyn,"  instead  of  the 
Driginal  one  of  "Eddie  and  the  Arch-  I 
angel  Mike."  Film  adaptation  was  1 
written  by  Lewis  Meltzer. 


ROBERT  GOLDEN 


Maas  to  Berlin  Sunday 
For  Confabs  with  AMG 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
is  expected  policy  will  be  patterned 
after  system  recently  set  up  in  Aus- 
tria. Recent  merger  of  British  and 
U.  S.  interests  will  be  discussed  in 
relation  to  new  plans  for  interzonal 
Jistribution. 

Maas  will  stop  in  Amsterdam  en 
route  to  Berlin.  He  also  expects  to 
visit  the  Balkans.  Industry  reps,  at 
the  Berlin  meetings  will  include 
Joseph  H.  Seidelman,  president  of 
Univ.-Int.;  Wladimir  Lissim,  RKO 
European  general  manager,  and 
Robert  E.  Vining,  MPEA  German 
rep. 


WEDDiriG  BILL! 


Springer-Cohen 

Marriage  of  Beatrice  Regina 
Springer,  daughter  of  Joseph  R. 
Springer,  Century  Theaters  general 
theater  manager,  to  Bernard  J. 
Cohen,  has  been  announced  for  Sun- 
day by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springer.  Wed- 
ding will  be  held  at  the  Belmont 
Plaza  Hotel. 

Erand-Reiman 

Sylvia  Brand,  formerly  of  Film 
Classics,  will  be  married  to  Arthur 
Reiman,  head  of  FC's  contract  de- 
partment, April  19. 


all  agree  on  the  greatness  of 
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I  C^J  SayS  MAURICE  CHEVALIER: 

"SINCERELY,  one  of  the  greatest  films 
ever  saw." 

SayS  PAULETTE   GODDARD: 
"TERRIFIC  I   A  film  to  be  seen  again  and 
again  and  again." 

SayS  ELS  A  MAXWELL: 

"The  sooner  you  see  'LES  ENF  ANTS'  the 
better.  Even  if  you  have  not  entered  para- 
dise you  will  have  spent  two  hours  In 
heaven." 


iallic  love- making. 

mm 


SayS  CHARLIE   CHAPLIN: 

"A  very  beautiful  and  extraordinary  story 
.  . .  the  highest  level  of  the  drama." 

CHILDREN  PARADISE 

(LesEnfants  JuParaJis)      -■•»  «xeus.i  tit 
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All-Electronic  Color 
Video  lo  be  Shown 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
a    screen    measuring    six    by    eight 
feet,  according  to  trade  reports. 

Use  of  a  color  screen  of  these 
dimensions  is  considered  by  industry 
execs,  to  reveal  and  further  explore 
the  potentialities  of  the  medium  for 
theater  use.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
RCA  used  a  large  screen  (approx- 
imately 12  by  15  inches)  at  the  FCC 
color  hearings  last  January  in  Prince- 
ton. A  screen  of  the  type  reported 
to  be  used  in  the  color  demonstra- 
tion was  used  by  RCA  in  the  black- 
and-white  telecast  of  the  Louis-Conn 
fight  last  June,  and  more  recently  in 
the  New  York  area  on  the  occasion 
of  a  sports  event  in  Madison  Square 
Gai'den. 


Ohio  ITO  Prefers  State 
To  City  Ticket  Taxes 

Columbus,  O. — P.  J.  Wood,  secre- 
tary of  the  ITO  of  Ohio,  and  Ernest 
Schwartz,  president  of  the  Cleveland 
Exhibitors'  Association,  appeared  at 
a  House  taxation  committee  hearing 
to  oppose  repeal  of  the  state  three 
per  cent  admissions  tax  so  that  muni- 
cipalities could  levy  ticket  taxes. 
Wood  stated  that  his  organization 
had  no  objection  to  the  continued 
assessment  of  the  state  tax,  with 
funds  returned  to  local  governments 
instead  of  going  into  the  Ohio  gen- 
eral fund  as  at  present. 

Robbins  Forms  Three 
Music  Publishing  Cos. 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
head  of  three  personally-owned  pub- 
lishing houses. 

Companies,  all  Ascap  members,  are 
J.  J.  Robbins  &  Sons,  Inc.,  Hamilton 
S.  Gordon,  Inc.,  and  the  John  Frank- 
lin Co.  Firms  will  operate  individ- 
ually but  shipping  and  billing  will  be 
done  under  the  name  of  Consolidated 
Music  Publishers. 


EVERY  EXECUTIVE  IN  THE 
INDUSTRY  FINDS  USE  FOR 

THE  YEAR  BOOK  OF 
MOTION    PICTURES 
EVERY  DAY  THROUGH- 
OUT THE  YEAR. 

29  tk    Cditlon 

JUST  OFF  THE 

PRESS 

Published  by 

THE     FILM     DAILY 

1501  Broadway,  New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


Guaranty  o£  Freedom 

. . .  pix  and  the  Constitution 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
film  development  makes  constitutional   safeguards  tor  the   motion    picture   needed   more 
ti.an    ever    Derore. 

And  tnere  win  be  enthusiastic  industry  endorsement  of  the  Commission's  stated  be- 
liet  mat  "sum  reguiar.on  or  inese  meoia  (mms,  (acne.)  as  is  ae.ira.ue  can  ana  snouij 
be  conuueteo  wiru.n  tne  limitations  wnicn  tne  reoerai  ana  i.aie  constitutions  now  piace 
upon  tne  reguiar.on  or  newspapers  ano  dooKs." 

me  Comiu.ssiun,  too,  manes  tne  point  tnat  State  boards  cf  review — censorship  agen- 
cies— be  requirea  to  operas  wirmn  tne  rirsr  Amendment  as  inre.preted  by  tne  supreme 
Court. 

Tne  importance  of  that  provision  will  not  be  missed  by  those  who  have  had  oc- 
cas.on  tj  watcn  recent  tienus  in  censorsnip. 

o 

IT  is  understandable  that  the  Commission  should  pay  particular  attention  to  the  MPAA 
'  Prooucticn  Code  in  its  chapter  devoted  to  seit-ie^uiatkn  because  as  the  report  ob- 
serves, "  I  ne  most  elaborate  scneme  ot  seit-reguiati.n  among  tne  agencies  of  mass 
communication  is  touna  in  the  motion  picture  inaustry.  Tne  rviPAA  has  a  code  wnicn 
is  oDeyea  ana  enforced." 

tne  Commission,  it  seems,  feels  there  is  something  lacking  despite  the  code.  Specif- 
ically, tne  report  Declares  "it  is  useless  to  lo.k  to  tne  code  as  it  is  now  constituted  to 
estaoiisn  a  higher  level  of  group  responsibility — the  responsibility  to  project  pictures  ol 
rne  component  parts  ot  socieiy  to  one  anotner,  wirh  their  ways  of  living,  ideals,  detects, 
and  spec.al  outlook.  Tne  code  set  standards  ot  acceptability,  not  of  responsibility;  and  tne 
standaros  are  minima,  not  goals  of  adequate  or  iceal  performance. 

You  may  have  discovered,  ere  this,  tnat  there  are  those  folks  who  somehow  find 
themselves  peculiarly  equipped  to  prescribe  for  and  even  run  another's  business  for  him. 
It  is  a  human  failing  .  .  .  and  tne  Commission,  as  distinguished  a  gr.up  of  American 
thinkers  as  you  could  ask,  are  human,  after  all. 

And,  as  many  will  tell  you,  making  movies  is  so-o-o-o  easy  .  .  .  especially  if  you  do 
not  have  to  report  to  the  stockholders. 

o 

"THE  Commission  recommends  the  creation  of  an  agency,  independent  of  Government 
■  and  of  the  press,  to  "appraise  and  report  annually  upon  the  performance  of  the 
press''  on  a  10-year  trial  basis,  financing  to  be  "by  gifts."  This  is  in  line  with  the 
earlier  recommendation  by  the  Commissi. n's  Dr.  Ruth  A.  Inglis  that  a  national  ad- 
visory board  revamp  the  present  industry  production  and  acvertising  code,  etc.,  etc. 
etc.,  with  the  board  personnel  to  be  designated  by  the  overall-press  agency  now  ad- 
vanced. Doctor  Inglis'  findings  were  examined  editorially  on  Jan.  30,  31  in  THE  FILM 
DA.LY. 


THE  Commissim  on  page   109  of  the  published   report  says,    "It  will   be   understood 
that  we  are  using  the  term  'press'  to  include  all  means  of  communicating  to  the 
public  news  and  opinions,  emotions  and  beliefs,  whether  by   newspapers,   magazines,  or 
books,  by  radio  broadcasts,  by  television,  or  by  films." 

Thus  the  Commission's  recommendation  pertaining  to  acceptance  by  the  press  of  the 
responsibilities  of  a  common  carrier  of  information  and  discussion  is  something  for  the 
film  industry  to  seriously  ponder.  So,  too,  the  further  recrmmendation  that  members  of 
the  press  (films)  "engage  in  vigorous  mutual  criticism."  Perhaps  the  Commission  is  tak- 
ing cognizance  of  the  recent  verbal  exchanges  by  the  Messrs.  Goldwyn  and  Zanuck? 

— o 

■THE  Commission's  recommendations  as  to  what  can  be  dme  through  Government 
will  bear  close  industry  scrutiny,  with  due  weighing  of  the  pros  and  cons.  Es- 
pecially the  recommendation  that  the  Government  "through  the  media  of  mass  com- 
munication, inform  the  public  of  the  facts  with  respect  to  its  policies  and  of  the  pur- 
poses underlying  those  policies  and  that,  to  the  extent  that  private  agencies  of  mass 
communication  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  supply  such  media  to  the  Government,  the 
Government  itself  may  employ  media  of  its  own." 

In  the  light  cf  totalitarian  Europe,  there  will  be  those  in  and  out  of  this  industry  who 
will  want  to  think  that  one  over,  not  once,  but  twice,  even  three  times. 

That  applies  as  well  to  the  further  recommendation  that  "where  the  private  agencies 
of  mass  communication  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  supply  information  about  this  country 
to  a  particular  foreign  country  or  countries,  the  Government  employ  mass  communica- 
tion media  of  its  own  to  supplement  this  deficiency." 

Hell,  as  someone  has  remarked,  is  paved  with  good  intentions. 

ATA  Conclave  is  Set  for 
Washington  or  Chicago 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
be  ironed  out  is  the  selection  of  a 
date  that  will  not  conflict  with  sev- 
eral other  industry  events  scheduled 
in  May.  Among  these  is  the  annual 
convention  of  the  Variety  Club  set 
for  Los  Angeles  in  mid-May  and 
the  annual  MPAA.  affair  scheduled 
for  May  8. 

Possibility  still  exists  that  ar- 
rangements might  be  made  to  hold 
conclave  at  the  end  of  April. 


Tri-States  Incorporates 
Six  New  Subsidiaries 


Des  Moines — A.  H.  Blank,  Myron 
N.  Blank  and  L.  M.  McKechneay, 
officers  of  Tri-States  Theater  Corp., 
have  filed  articles  of  incorporation 
for  six  firms  having  central  offices  in 
Fremont,  Neb. 

Firms  and  capitalization  are  Key- 
ork,  Inc.,  $10,000;  Kearney  Theaters, 
$10,000;  Platte  Theaters  $10,000; 
Empress  Theaters  $25,000;  Fremont 
Theaters  $25,000;  and  Raywar  Con- 
i  f  ections  $10,000. 


Decree  Stay  Pleas 
Will  Be  Heard  Today 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Statutory  Court's  decree  until  tr 
high  tribunal  has  had  time  to  het 
the  appeals  now  pending  and  mal: 
its  final  decision  in  the  case. 

Four    major    companies,    Loew' 
Warners,    20th-Fox    and    RJ^^-wi 
concentrate  their  fire  upon  iHRster 
tion  of  the  arbitration  system,  appai 
ently  satisfied  to  test  the  other  pre 
visions  of  the  decree  in  actual  prat  | 
tice.    Paramount,   alone   among  th 
majors,    will    join    with    Universa 
Columbia  and  United  Artists  in  ask ! 
ing  for  a  stay  of  the  competitive  bid , 
ding   sections   of  the   decree,   whic 
otherwise   will   become   effective    ai 
che   exhibitors'   request   on    April 
and    be    the    mandatory    method    ( 
marketing    pictures    after    July 
Paramount  also  joins  the  four  ma ' 
jors  in  the  arbitration  motion. 

Other  points  on  which  stay  actioi . 
will  be  requested  follow: 

By  Universal:  Temporary  exemp  i 
cion  from  those  injunctions  "whicl; 
forbid  the  performance  of  existing ' 
contracts  or  invalidate  certain  pro  t 
visions  thereof." 

By  Columbia:  Prohibitions  agains  t 
block-booking  and  injunction  agains 
the  distributor's   right  to  license   i\ 
feature  on  the  same  run  to  a  com- 1 
petitor  as  to  a  customer. 

By  United  Artists:  Almost  all  oii 
Section  II  of  the  decree  including  thti 
block-booking,  clearance  and  mini-' 
mum  admission  price  provisions,  ©1  ] 
the  edict. 

Supporting  those  defendants  ask- 
Ing  for  a  stay  of  the  auction  selling 
system  will  be  attorneys  for  the-,. 
American  Theaters  Association  and 
Confederacy  of  Southern  Associa- 
tions. 

Opposing  all  requests  for  stays  will  f: 
be  Robert  Wright  of  the  Department^ 
of  Justice,  representing  the  Govern-^ 
ment. 


Siritzky  Signs  Lease  for 
First  Out-of-Town  House 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
and  because  of  the  intimate  size — 
about  850  seats — is  suitable  for  the 
showing  of  foreign  films.  Such  a 
policy  will  be  started  on  April  5. 

Other  Siritzky  theaters  are  the 
Ambassador  and  the  Guild  in  Man- 
hattan; the  Majestic  in  Brooklyn. 
The  Guild  will  open  in  a  few  months 
after  renovations  have  been  made; 
the  Majestic  shows  foreign  films 
occasionally. 


SICK  LIST 


VAL  KLABER,  M-G-M  salesman  and 
JUNE  DINKENS,  bookers'  stenographer,  In- 
dianapolis, are  confined  at  home  by  influ- 
enza. 

NORA  GAINES,  M-G-M  inspectress,  Min- 
neapolis, is  recuperating  from  a  recent  op- 
eration. 


iday,  March  28,  1947 
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sidelman  Urges  GFD 
et  Behind  U-l  Pix 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
aen  to  go  all-out  to  sell  the  new 
iioduct  on  better  and  better  terms 
ust  as  UI  is  doing  with  J.  Arthur 
Unk  pictures  in  the  U.  S.  and  Can- 
da. 
He  "^minded  the  conference  that 

11  ; *snt  were   part  of  a   world- 

/ide"~^7Iiversal  family  and  that  the 

uciess  of  British  and  U.  S.  product 

n  both  territories  was  vital  to  the 

dm  industries  of  both  nations. 

:   E.  T.  Carr,  co-managing  director 

;  f  GFD,  presided  over  the  conference 

irhich  was  attended  by  John  Wolf, 

"o-managing   director;   Al   Daff,   UI 

ice-president;      Harold     Sugarman 

B.nd  Fortunat  Baronat  of  UI  and  ex- 

cutives     and     managers     of     GFD 

.•ranches  all  over  the  United  King- 

•,om. 

;  Other  speakers  were  Daff;  Ben 
Tenry,  UI  home  office  rep.  in  London; 
'Sydney  Jackson,  assistant  to  the 
JFD  co-managing  directors,  and 
i'ohn  Jacobs,  GFD  general  sales 
'nanager. 

Also  attending  the  conference  were 
fe.  Wright,  secretary  of  GFD;  Assist- 
ant Sales  Managers  D.  Carr  and  S. 
plateau;  District  Supervisors  S.  Ca- 
''erson  and  H.  Boodson;  Sales  Man 
iger  W.  Cleveley:  Branch  Managers 
'3.  Graves,  R.  Ancill,  H.  Harwood,  W. 
juilbert,  M.  Yasne,  0.  Ward,  W. 
\rthur.  X.  Brooks,  C.  Walton,  A. 
Levy,  D.  Thomas;  J.  R.  Ranee,  UI 
general  auditor  in  Great  Britain; 
md  Jack  Sullivan,  UI  special  press 
•e-nresentative  in  the  United  King- 
dom. 


'Torment"  Follows  "Daughter" 

Oxford  Films'  Swedish  film,  "Tor- 
nent,"  will  follow  the  "Well-Dig- 
?er's  Daughter"  at  the  Avenue  Play- 
louse. 


Ent.'s  Preem  of  'Love9 
Brings  Out  All  London 

London  (By  Cable)  —  All  lead- 
ing members  of  government,  am- 
bassadors, social'te,  nobility,  stage 
and  screen  stars  thronged  to  the 
Empire  Theater  for  premiere  of 
Enterprise's  "The  Other  Love."  Bar- 
bara Stanwyck  and  Robert  Taylor 
were  mobbed  on  arrival  and  de- 
parture amid  scenes  reminiscent  of 
the  royal  command  performance. 
Picture's  reception  was  rated  as  en- 
thusiastic. Stanwyck  drew  raptur'us 
plaudits   for   stand-out   performance. 

Stanwyck,  Taylor  and  David  Lewis, 
made  personal  appearance,  intro- 
duced by  Anna  Neagle.  Premiere 
was  a  great  west  end  event  but 
lacked  Hollywod  gl'tter  due  to 
lighting  and  other  restrictions.  It 
was  announced  that  Metr^-Enterprise 
was  donating  entire  $4  000  take  to 
Lord  Mayor  of  London's  flood  relief 
fund.  Picture  seen  here  as  highly 
polished  production  and  assured  of 
big  b:x  office  intake. 

— CHARMAN 


« 


REVIEWS 


» 


"The  Other  Love" 

with    Barbara    Stanwyck,    David    Niven, 
Richard  Conte    . 
UA-Enterprise  96  Mins. 

LUXURIOUOSLY  MOUNTED,  SMOOTH 
FLOWING,  SKILLFULLY  FASHIONED  RO- 
MANCE-TRAGEDY; ABLY  PLAYED; 
HEAVY  BET  FOR  FEMME  TRADE,  AND 
WITH  APPEAL  TO  GENERAL  ADULT 
AUDIENCE. 

The  value  of  the  names  of  the  leads  will 
sell  this  one  to  the  general  adult  audience 
and  the  word  of  mouth — female  variety — 
should  enable  it  to  coast  along  to  very 
good  takes.  It  is  a  leisurely-paced  story 
unfolding  smrothly.  For  a  goodly  portion 
it  is  pleasant,  easy  to  take.  Details  of  pro- 
duction are  always  in  fine  taste,  even  lux- 
urious. Miss  Stanwyck  and  her  many  changes 
of  costume  will  supplant  the  dramatic 
quality  of  the  plot  with  women  folk.  Niven 
is  well  cast.  Conte  has  a  good  rcle  which 
he  makes  the  most  of.  Screenplay  derives 
fr-m  a  story  by  Erich  Maria  Remarque, 
which  fact  might  attract  interest  in  view 
of  his  recent  longer  work. 

Tale  deals  with  the  inmates  and  activity 
of  a  tuberculos's  sanitarium  in  Switzer- 
land to  which  Miss  Stanwyck  comes.  S'ie's 
i  concert  pianist.  The  curative  theraDy  of 
the  place  pales  on  her  and  while  she  is 
warm  for  Niven,  her  doctor,  he  is  a  strict 
disciplinarian  seeking  to  cure  her.  Smoul- 
dering w'th  inner  revolt-.  Miss  Stanwyck 
submits.  One  day  she  m?ets  Conte  and 
srrrtlv  after  Joan  Lorrin*  dies  she  runs  off 
with  him  to  Monte  Carlo,  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  her  cure.  S'ie  feels  death  is  near 
and  burns  the  candle  at  both  ends. 

Niven  seeks  her  out  via  Conte  who  is 
informed  of  the  seriousness  of  her  rondi- 
fion.  He  is  urged  to  take  her  fri  E^pt. 
However,  on  the  eve  of  sail'ng  Miss  Stan- 
wyck runs  off  and  beconvng  critically  ill, 
she  is  brought  b'^k  to  the  mountain  in- 
stitution. A'l  possible  is  done  f>r  her  but 
she  is  doomed.  Niven  marries  her.  Their 
href  life  together  ends  when  she  dies  as 
Niven  is  pla«:ng  f_r  her. 

AnrVe  de  Toth  has  turned  in  a  workman- 
like directing  chore.  Miss  Stanwyck  man- 
»Tes  always  to  give  her  interpretation  con- 
virtirn. 

fAST:  Btrba-a  Stnnwvck.  Dnv:d  NVen.  R'c*i- 
nH  Co"to,  Mara  Palmar.  Jniji  L~rr:i*o,  R^a-d 
H<jl=.  Edward  A-Mey,  Natalia  Schaef=r,  Ignore 
A"t>"rt,  J:i"~iv  Horn".  Marv  F»rb°s,  Ann  Codee, 
Ko*"-'~" «  Will:nm<:.  G'lb°rt  PolaH. 

CREDIT"::  Producer.  D^vid  Lewis;  Director, 
Aidre  cie  Toth;  Story  by  Erich  Mara  R^mnrn-ie; 
Screenplay  bv  Harrv  Rrown,  Lad;'las  F->dir; 
"■k>c  e"-"^o<;ed  bv  M'kli';  Rozso-  Cameraman, 
■v;-rnr  Milner-  A't  O'rection,  Natuin  J"-an; 
Fi'm  FHitor,  Waiter  Thompson;  S?t  D"-*-at;on, 
FHwnrH  fi  B<wle;  So—H.  A'"<  M.  Hutchinson; 
M-'!'"!    r>:— -tor.    R'ldolph   o.n,. 

DIRECTION,    Good.         PHOTOGRAPHY,    Fine. 


Chi.  Censor  T.ift  Ban 
On  Mono.  "Dillinger" 

Chicago  —  Essaness  Circuit  an- 
nounced that  it  hi*  secured  permis- 
sion to  show  "Dillino-er"  and  will 
ODen  til*3  pictm-e,  formerlv  banned  by 
the  Police  Censor  Board,  at  two 
houses.  Picture  win  plav  the  cir- 
cuit's ace  Oriental  Theater  and.  at 
the  sam°  time,  will  run  at  the  Bio- 
p-raph  Theater  where  the  real  Dil- 
linger was  shot  down  some  years  ago. 


i 


HOLLYWOOD'S  GREATEST 
DIRECTORS    SAY  THAT 

IS   THE   PICTURE   TO   SE 


"It's  truly 
wonderful. 

I  was 
delighted!" 


ALLIED  ARTISTS  PRODUCTIONS,  INC.,  presents- 

.  DeFORE.  HARDING  »«RUGGLES 
ms  MOORE  hu  STORM 

IT  HAPPENED  ON 
5th  AVENUE" 

with 'GRANT -MITCHELL  •  EDWARD  6R0PHY  »  EDWARD  RYAN,  JR.' 

Produced  &  Directed  6y  ROY  DEL  RUTH  •  Associate  Producer  JOE  KAUFMAN 
Screenplay  by  EVERETT  FREEMAN  -  Story  by  HERBERT  CLYDE  LEWIS &  FREDERICK  STEPHANf 
Musical  Score  by  EDWARD  WARD  -  Music  and  Lyrics  by  HARRY  REVEL  and   PAUL  WEBSTER 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmssmmmmmmmmmmmmm 


The  power  and  the  glory  of 


reatgst  man-and-woman  story! 


-  -*v 


Benedict  Bogeaus 

presents 

PECK  •  JOAN  BENNETT 

y  m  Ernest  Hemingway's 

"THE  MACOMBER  AFFAIR" 

also  starring 

ROBERT  PRESTON 

with  Reginald  Denny  •  Jean  Gillie  •  Directed  by  ZOLTAN  KORDA 
Produced  by  Benedict  Bogeaus  and  Casey  Robinson 

Screenplay  by  Casey  Robinson  and  Seymour  Bennett 
Adaptation  by  Seymour  Bennett  and  Frank  Arnold 


■V| 


m 
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Opening  in  35  key  spots  starting  April  10! 


38  W.    44th    St.    21st    floor 
New  York      N.    Y. 


Intimate  in  Character 
International  in  Scope 
Independent  in  Thought 


B^^?^v. 
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nEUTRAUZE  BIDDinG  IRRITATIOnS-RODGERS 

Hi  Court  Decision  on  Stay  Petitions  Due  Today 


Full  Court  Discusses  Pleas 
For  Stay  of  Effective 
Dates  of  Decree  Provisions 


Washington   Bureau   cf   THE  FILM    DAILY 

Washington — Decision  is  expected 
today  on  the  petitions  of  the  defend- 
ants in  the  New  York  anti  trust  case 
for  indefinite  deferment  of  the  effec- 
tive dates  of  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed in  the  judgment  of  the  Stat- 
utory Court  last  year. 

While  attorneys  for  the  companies 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Loew-WB  Pittsburgh 
Pool  Ends  Today 


Loew's,  Inc.  will  dissolve  its  last 
remaining  pooling  agreement  with 
another  defendant  in  the  New  York 
equity  suit,  when  the  pool  with  War- 
ners in  Pittsburgh  is  terminated 
today,  it  was  announced  at  the 
week-end  by  Joseph  R.  Vogel,  vice- 
president  in  charge  of  theater  oper- 
ations. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  dissolution, 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


PCC  Invites  Prod.,  Distrib., 
Exhib.  Reps,  to  Convention 


W-st  Coast  B'irea<i  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 

Hollywood— PCCITO  has  extended 
invitations  to  the  following  repre- 
sentatives of  the  motion  picture  in- 
dustry to  speak  at  its  forthcoming 
convention  to  be  held  in  Los  Angeles 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


V.  K.  FC  Would  End 
Distributors9  Quota 

London  (By  Cable)  —  Abolition  of 
the  distributors'  quota  is  supported 
by  the  British  Films  Council  in  its 
recommendations  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  now  engaged  in  sifting  quota 
views  of  various  branches  of  the 
British  industry  preliminary  to  draft- 
ing a  new  Quota  Act  for  submission 
at  the  next  session  of  Parliament. 

The  Council  also  favors  separate 
first  and  second  feature  quotas,  and 
urges  a  higher  staffing  percentage 
for  indie  circuits. 


United  World  Films  to  Distribute  16 MM, 

Versions  of  Rank  Pix  Throughout  World 

London  (By  Cable) — The  J.  Arthur  Rank  Organization  has  closed  a  deal  with 
United  World  Films  for  world  marketing  of  all  of  its  16  mm.  product,  it  was 
learned  here  at  the  week-end. 

U.  S.  distribution  rights  to  certain  Rank  subjects  in  the  visual  education 
field  passed  to  United  World  when  the  wholly-owned  Universal  subsidiary  ac- 
quired the  Bell  &  Howell  film  library. 


Rodgers  Announces 
9  Metro  Promotions 


Appointment  of  Samuel  J.  Gard- 
ner to  the  post  of  M-G-M  assistant 
West  Coast  sales  manager  was  an- 
nounced Friday 
by  William  F. 
Rodgers  as  the 
highlight  of  nine 
from  within  the 
rank  promotions 
revealed  by  the 
Metro  vice-presi- 
dent and  general 
sales  manager  at 
an  industry  press 
luncheon. 

Gardner,  who 
has  been  Los  An- 
geles branch  man- 
ager for  two-and- 
a-half  years,  will 
assist  George  A. 
Hickey,  whose  di- 
vision comprises  Los  Angeles,  San 
Francisco,  Seattle  and  Portland,  with 
headquarters  at  San  Francisco.  An 
M-G-M  salesman  since  1931,  Gard- 
(Continued  on  Page  3) 


SAMUEL  J.  GARDNER 


Bergman  Sets  Meets 
On  U-l  Exploitation 


A  series  of  home  office  meetings 
with  Universal-International  field  ex- 
ploitation representatives  has  been 
scheduled  by  Maurice  A.  Bergman, 
U-I  Eastern  advertising  publicity  di- 
rector, between  April  10  and  12. 
During  the  sessions,  representatives 
will  meet  with  distribution,  advertis- 
ing and  publicity  executives  to  dis- 
cuss campaigns  on  "The  Egg  and  I," 
"Time  Out  of  Mind,"  "Buck  Privates 
Come  Home,"  "Ivy,"  "Odd  Man  Out," 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Three  Clearance  Cases 
Filed  with  Hub  Tribunal 


Three  arbitration  cases  involving 
clearance  were  filed  at  the  week-end 
with  the  Boston  tribunal.  The  five 
majors  were  named  parties  to  all 
suits. 

Charles  S.  Wilcox,  operating  the 
Orleans  Theater  in  Orleans,  Mass., 
asked  aboMshment  of  one  day  clear- 
continued  on  Page  6) 


Ticket  Tax  "Take"  Still  Up 

$34,243,593  Collected  by  U.  S.  in  Feb. 


Para.  55-Cent  Price  Due 
For  Long  Stay — Weitman 

Despite  industry  head-wagging, 
Paramount's  55-cent  matinee  special 
has  succeeded  to  the  extent  that 
the  new  policy  will  remain  for  "a 
good  long  time,"  Bob  Weitman,  man- 
aging director  of  the  Times  Square 
(Continued  on  Page  7) 


Washington  Bureau  of  THE  FILM  DATT  v 
Washington — Although  about  $5,- 
000,000  bel~w  the  average  for  the 
current  fiscal  year  thus  far,  the  Feb 
ruary  admissions  tax  collection  of 
$34,243,593  was  nearly  $3,000,000 
above  the  corresponding  figure  for 
last  year,  according  to  Treasury  fig- 
ures released  this  morning.  Feb- 
ruary. 1946,  collection  was  only  $31,- 
466,372.  For  most  of  the  country, 
last  month's  collection  represented  an 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


Won't  Tolerate  Turning  of 
Decree's  Good  Intentions 
Into  Any  Self-Advantage 

Pointing  out  that  the  Statutory 
Court's  decree  "gives  all  competitive 
theaters  the  right  to  bid  in  free  and 
open  competi- 
tion," William  F. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M 
vice-president  and 
general  sales 
manager,  has  in- 
structed his  men 
in  the  field  that 
it  is  the  com- 
pany's responsi- 
bility "to  admin- 
ister the  rules  as 
outlined  if,  as  and 
when  they  are 
final,  in  the  same 
fair,  friendly 
manner  that  has 
featured  our  busi- 
ness contacts  in 
the  past." 

"Any  temptations  to  turn  the  good 
(Continued  on  Page  6) 


W.   F.  RODGERS 


Metro  Nat'l  Sales 
Meet  Here  Apr.  28 


M-G-M  will  hold  a  national  sales 
meeting  of  all  sales  managers,  dis- 
trict managers,  branch  managers  and 
head  bookers  at  the  Hotel  Astor  be- 
( Continued  on  Page  6) 


Propose  20%  State 
Minn.  Ticket  Levy 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  —  Aid  tor  veter- 
ans through  a  20  per  cent  tax  on 
amusements  is  the  aim  of  a  resolu- 
tion introduced  in  the  Minnesota 
Legislature  by  Reps.  Robert  J.  Shea- 
ran,  Mankato;  P.  K.  Peterson,  Min- 
neapolis; Curtis  Olson,  Roseau;  Floyd 
Flom,  Glenwood;  and  Judson  Hilton, 
St.  Paul. 

An  interim  committee  would  be 
set  up  to  study  needs  of  World  War 
II  veterans  and. report  back  on  the 
practicability  of  levying  the  20  per 
cent  amusement  tax,  proceeds  to  be 
used  in  meeting  these  needs. 
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Representatives:  HOLLYWOOD,  28,  Calif. 
—Ralph  Wilk,  6425  Hollywood  Blvd.,  Phone 
Granite  6607.  WASHINGTON— Andrew  H. 
Older,  6417  Dahlonega  Road,  Wash.  16.  D.  C. 
Phone  Wisconsin  3271.  Manning  Clagett, 
2122  Decatur  Place  NW.  Phone,  Hobart  7627. 
CHICAGO,  45,  111.— Joseph  Esler,  6241  N. 
Oakley  Ave.,  Phone  Briargate  7441.  LONDON 
— Ernest  W.  Fredman,  The  Film  Renter,  127- 
133  Wardour  St.  W.  1.  MANILA— Homer 
Stuart,  Hotel  Manila.  HAVANA  —  Mary 
Louise  Blanco,  Virtudes  214.  BOMBAY— 
Ram  L.  Gogtay,  Gaiety  Bldg.,  Hornby  Road, 
Fort,  Bombay  1.  ALGIERS— Paul  Saffar, 
Filmafric,  8  Rue  Charras.  MONTREAL — 
Ray  Carmichael,  Room  9,  464  Francis  Xavier 
St.  VANCOUVER  — Jack  Droy,  411  Lyric 
Theater  Bldg.  SYDNEY— Bowden  Fletcher. 
19  Moxon  Ave.,  Punchbowl,  N.  S.  W.  Phone. 
UY  2110.  BRUSSELS— lean  Pierre  Mevs. 
110  Rue  des  Paquerettes.  COPENHAOEN— 
John  Lindberg,  Jernbanealle  No.  3,  Copen- 
hagen-Van Loese.  ROME — Tohn  Perdicari. 
Via  Ludovisi  16.  Phone,  42758.  MEXICO 
CITY— Louis  TurnorT,  Morelos  56  No.  523 
MONTEVIDEO— Dr.  Walter  Schuck,  Cerrito 
597. 
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(Mar.  28) 


NEW  YORK  STOCK  MARKET 

Net 

H:gh     Low     Close  Chg. 

20y8     20         20'/8  +     % 

19         19         19         

242       241       241  —  H/2 

22l/2     22V4     22V2      

237/g     23 1/8     233/8  —     3/8 

27V8     26l/2     26l/2  —     i/> 

143/8     14         14  —     l/p 

71/2       73/g       73/g  —     l/8 

133/8       133/8       133/g  +       l/p 

345/s     34         34  —     % 

43         41%     4234  +  1% 

25%     251/4     25V4      

851/2     85         85V2  +     1/2 

16%     15%     15%      


Bell  8.  Howell.. 
Columbia  Picts. 
East.    Kodak    . . 

Gen.   Prec.   Eq 

Loew's,  Inc 

Paramount       

RKO      

Republic  Pict 

Republic  Pict.  Pfd..  . 
20th  Century-Fox  . .  . 
20th  Century-Fox  pfd. 

Universal   Pict 

Universal  Pict.  Pfd.. 
Warner   Bros 


NEW  YORK  CURB  WARKET 

Monogram  Picts 4%       414       iVi      .... 

RKO      4  4  4         

Sonotone  Corp 3'/2       314       3%  —     14 

Technicolor      15ty     15         15         

Trans-Lux      41/2       4i/2       41/2  +     % 

OVER  THE  COUNTER 

Bid     AskeJ 

Cinecolor        6%       6% 

Patne      65/8       7i/2 


cominG  add  coma 


JOHN  HERTZ,  JR.,  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Buchanan  ad  agency,  returned  over  the 
week-end  from  a  three-week  tour  of  the  agen- 
cy's offices  in  Hollywood,  San  Francisco  and 
Chicago. 

COL.  NATHAN  LEVINSON,  head  of  WB's 
sound  department,  is  due  in  New  York  from 
West  Coast  studios  late  this  week. 

JAMES  MAGE,  accompanied  by  'his  wife, 
leaves  on  the  S.S.  America,  April  9,  for  a  six- 
month  visit  to  Paris,  Brussels  and  London  to 
look  after   his   theater   interests   there. 

ADOLPH  ZUKOR,  chairman  of  the  Paramount 
board,  and  MRS.  ZUKOR,  have  returned  from 
1  month's  visit  with  their  daughter  in  Tucson, 
Ariz. 

GEORGE  WELTNER,  president  of  Paramount 
International,  and  CLEMENT  S.  CRYSTAL  leave 
Sydney  tomorrow  for  Singapore  where  they  will 
confer  with  Morey  Marcus,  Far  Eastern  district 
manager.  Weltner  and  Crystal  are  on  an  aerial 
tour  of  the  company's   head   offices. 

DAVID  GILPIN,  THOMAS  LEDGER,  CLIFFORD 
1.  COX,  ASHLEY  C.  BATE,  ALICE  HOLT  and 
NELLIE  NISBET,  of  the  Paramount  British  or- 
ganization, returned  to  the  home  office  Satur- 
lay  after  visits  in  Hollywood,  San  Francisco, 
Chicago  and  Montreal.  The  winners  of  a  sales 
quota  contest  are  to  sail  on  the  S.S.  Queen 
Elizabeth   April  9. 

JOHN  B.  NATHAN,  Paramount's  European 
general  manager,  has  returned  to  Paris  from  o 
trip  to  Switzerland,  northern  Italy,  Spain  and 
Portugal. 

ARTHUR  KRIM,  ROBERT  BENJAMIN  and 
'OCK  LAWRENCE  arrived  Saturday  by  air  from 
Paris. 

SAMUEL  HACKER,  industry  CPA  and  head  of 
Film  Audit  Service  has  arrived  on  the  Coast 
for  conferences   with   producers. 


Pa.  Movie  'Luxury'  Tax 
Bill  Due  This  Week 


Harrisburg,  Pa.  —  Bill  providing 
for  s^ate  tax  on  "social  luxuries," 
including  the  imposition  of  an  un- 
disclosed levy  on  movies,  was  being 
drafted  at  the  week-end  for  presen- 
uation  to  the  Legislature  this  week, 
it  was  learned  by  The  Film  Daily. 

Rep.  D.  Raymond  Sollenberger,  R., 
Blair  Countv,  chairman  of  the  House 
Education  Committee,  said  the  new 
"ax  will  raise  an  estimated  $40,000,- 
000  during  the  next  biennium  to  give 
Leachers  almost  $1,000  a  year  pay 
increase. 

Sollenberger  emphasized  that  he 
was  supporting,  but  not  sponsoring 
Lhe  bill.  Republican  leaders  said  they 
had  no  idea  whether  the  new  tax  pro- 
posal would  win  Administration  sup- 
port. 


3  &  Q  Leases  Boston's 
Tremont  for  25  Years 


Tax  Refund  Bill  Hoppered 

Sacramento.  Calif. — A  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  refund  of  unconstitutional 
theater  taxes  imposed  by  city  or 
county  and  impounded  bv  courts  has 
been  presented  by  Assemblyman  Les- 
ter M.  McMillan,  of  Los  Angeles. 


Donald  Jaycocks  and  Alexander 
Kilpatrick,  prexy  and  treasurer,  re- 
spectively of  the  B.  &  O.  Associates, 
New  England  circuit  which  recently 
acquired  the  nine  theater  Cocalis 
chain  in  New  Jersey,  late  last  week 
acquired  one-half  interest  from 
■Tames  Mage  in  the  Tremont  Theater, 
Boston,  on  a  25-year  lease. 

Berk  and  Krumgold,  theatrical 
T-ealtovs  who  arranged  the  deal,  told 
The  Film  Daily  that  the  2,200-seater 
in  the  heart  of  the  theatrical  dis- 
trict would  be  converted  into  an  ex- 
tended first-run  house.  It  was  also 
revealed  that  $250,000  would  be  spent 
upon  improvements. 


GRETA  CLEMENT,  New  York  and  Philadel- 
phia stage  actress,  has  arrived  in  Hollywood 
to  make  her  screen  debut  in  W.  Lee  Wilder's 
"Complex." 

HASKELL  MASTERS,  WB  Canadian  district 
manager,  returned  to  Toronto  over  the  week- 
end from  a    home   office  visit. 

HOWARD  LEVINSON  and  STUART  H. 
AARONS,  both  of  the  Warner  Bros,  home  office 
legal  staff,  left  Sunday  night  for  Buffalo.  They 
return  to  New  York  Wednesday. 

VAN  HEFLIN  is  here  from  Hollywood. 

PAUL  LUKAS  has  arrived  from  the  Coast. 

WILLIAM  ELLIOTT  arrived  over  the  week- 
end from   the   Coast. 

GENE  FOWLER  is  due  from  the  Coast  the 
middle  of  April. 

FAY  BAINTER  was  a  Chicago  visitor. 


Hollywood  Probe  Urged  by 
Head  of  Un-American  Com. 

Washington  BilfTau.  of  THE  FILM    PAILY 

Washington — Terming  last  Thurs- 
day's testimony  before  his  committee 
by  MPAA  head  Eric  Johnston  "one 
naive  statement  after  another," 
Chairman  J.  Parnell  Thomas  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Un-American 
Activities  Friday  promised  to  press 
a  "probe  of  Hollywood." 

"I  was  disappointed  in  Johnston's 
whole  testimony,"  he  said.  .  .  .  "The 
fact  that  he  admitted  that  there  are 
some  Communists  in  Hollywood  .  .  . 
but  that  the  industry  has  done  noth- 
ing to  get  rid  of  these  Communists. 
.  .  .  His  statement  that  the  American 
moving  picture  industry  has  not  pro- 
duced any  films  to  combat  Commu- 
nism, while  he  did  admit  that  propa- 
ganda films  which  had  been  put  out 
to  combat  Hitler  and  Mussolini  had 
been  very  effective." 

Representative  Richard  Nixon  of 
Los  Angeles,  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, renewed  his  call  of  last  Thurs- 
day for  anti-red  pix,  but  was  inclined 
to  go  slow  on  any  probing  at  this 
time. 

"There  are  more  important  places 
to  direct  our  immediate  fire — first  the 
Government  and  second,  the  labor 
unions,"  Nixon  said. 

There  was  no  further  comment 
from  Johnston. 


"PREVIEW  ROOm" 

.   .   .   will   really  SELL   your  picture. 

FULLY  EQUIPPED  for  35MM,  16MM, 
and  Slide  Projection. 
COCKTAIL  parties,  luncheons  and 
dinners  served  in  this  versatile  room 
— setting  a  gay  mood  for  a  favor- 
able reaction  to  your  film. 

Aside  to  Phil  M.  Daly: 

"Trade  showings  here  with  delectable 
vittles  DON'T  cost  anything  like  $15.00 
per  head." 

Good  Attendance  Guaranteed 

MADISON     AVENUE     at     54th     St. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Tel.:  PL.   5-3400       PAUL    GREEN.    Mir. 


Jules  Lapidus  to  Hold 
Central  District  Meet 


Jules  Lapidus,  WB  Eastern  and 
Canadian  division  sales  manager,  will 
hold  a  meeting  of  branch  managers 
and  other  Central  district  sales  ex- 
ecutives on  Thursday  at  the  Pitts- 
burgh exchange. 

Among  those  attending  will  be 
Central  district  manager  Charles 
Rich;  branch  managers  F.  D.  Moore, 
Pittsburgh;  J.  M.  Wechsler,  (^  - 
land;  J.  S.  Abrose,  Cincinnati,  anWt. 
W.  McKean,  Indianapolis,  and  W.  W. 
Brumberg,  manager  of  the  field  ex- 
ploitation staff. 


IV.  Y.  THEATERS 


7- RADIO  CITY  MUSIC  HALL  — 

Kockffeller    <  pirnr 

RONALD  COLMAN  in 

"THE  LATE  GEORGE  APLEY" 

introducing  PEGGY  CUMMINS 

A  20th   Century-Fox   Picture 

THE   MUSIC    HALL'S 

GREAT   EASTER  STAGE  SHOW 


Laraine  DAY  •  Brian  AHERNE 

Robert  MITCHUMGene  RAYMOND 

I'THE  LOCKET' ^r0 


ON  SCREEN 

Hedy  LAMARR 

George  SANDERS 

Louis  HAYWARD 

'The  STRANGE 

WOMAN' 


IN  PERSON 

The  Famous  BARON 
MUNCHAUSEN 

Jack_PEARL 

CLIFF  HALL 
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LORETTA  YOUNG 
JOSEPH  COTTEN  •  ETHEL  BARRYMORE, 

fihef  annex's  daughter \ 


fewo'iA 


Doors  Open  9:30  A.M. 
B'woy  ol  49lh  Sr. 


BOB  HOPE 
DOROTHY  L4MOUR 


at  fiHiW-MNfl 


MMMYDORSET 
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WH1STMHPAW 
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The  Academy  Award  Picture! 

Winner  of  Nine  Academy  Awards! 


f  THE  BEST  YEARS  OF 
«k  OUR  LIVES' 


'«n.  j 
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Vine  Promotions  from  Ranks  Announced  by  Metro's  Rodgers 


THOMAS  ASPELL,  JR. 


SAM  DAVID 


JEROME  ADAMS 


JACK  GOLDBERG 


B.  H.  ROSENWALD 


J.   C.   REVILLE 


CHARLES  D.  LYNE 


"MIKE"    SIMONS 


Rodgers  Announces 
Metro  Promotions 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
>ier  was  named  LA  manager  late  in 
1944. 

Other  promotions  announced  by 
Rodgers  include  the  appointment  of 
Thomas  A.  Aspell,  Jr.,  to  succeed 
Gardner  at  Los  Angeles.  An  M-G-M 
student- office  manager  in  1929,  he 
became  manager  of  the  Seattle 
office  a  little  over  a  year  ago. 

Succeeding  Aspell  at  Seattle  will 
be  Sam  David,  promoted  from  special 
re  prints  and  importations  represent- 
ative on  the  West  Coast.  With  M-G-M 
since  1929,  he  has  been  shipper, 
clerk,  assistant  booker  and  salesman 
for  the  company. 

Jerome  Adams,  who  has  been  as- 
sistant to  L.  C.  Wingham,  manager 
of  the  San  Francisco  branch,  is  pro- 
moted to  branch  manager  at  Wash- 
ington, succeeding  John  S.  Allen,  who 
was  made  district  manager  some 
time  ago.  Adams,  who  joined  the 
company  in  1934  as  a  student  booker, 
has  been  a  booker  and  salesman. 

Jack  Goldberg  was  named  to  suc- 
ceed Herman  Ripps  as  manager  at 
Albany.  He  has  been  sales  manager 
at  Washington,  and,  since  1928  has 
served  as  a  Metro  salesman  in  sev- 
eral branches. 

Benn  H.  Rosenwald,  Charlotte 
manager  for  the  past  eight  years,  is 
promoted  to  head  the  Boston  branch. 
With  the  company  since  1929,  Rosen- 
wald was  a  salesman  in  Washington, 
Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  and  Cincinnati 
before  moving  to  Charlotte. 

Succeeding  Rosenwald  at  Charlotte 
is  Jacques  C.  ReVille,  branch  man- 
ager at  Oklahoma  City  since  1943, 
and  with  the  sales  force  since  1929. 

ReVille  will  be  succeeded  by 
Charles  D.  Lyne,  Dallas  salesman 
since  1927,  who  recently  has  been 
covering  the  West  Texas-New  Mexico 
section. 

M.  L.  "Mike"  Simons,  editor  of  The 


No  Recession  Due-- 

Warns  Much  Talk  May  Bring  One  On 


Enthusiastic  about  the  forthcom- 
ing product  he  viewed  during  his  re- 
cent visit  to  the  Coast,  William  F. 
Rodgers,  M-G-M  vice-president  and 
general  sales  manager,  told  the  in- 
dustry press  at  a  luncheon  Friday, 
that  "if  all  branches  of  the  industry 
do  the  job  they  are  supposed  to  do, 

M-G-M,  in  conjunction  with  the 
newly  announced  realignment  of  its 
selling  staff,  will  keep  one  field  sales 
manager  in  New  York  at  all  times  as 
acting  assistant  general  sales  man- 
ager. Field  managers  will  rotate  in 
the  post  in  order  to  gain  experience 
in  national  contact  rather  than  be 
confined  to  territorial  contact  only. 

there  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why 
business  should  not  remain  on  the 
upgrade." 

"I  do  not  share  the  opinion  of 
some  that  we  are  due  for  a  seri- 
ous recession,"  asserted  Rodgers. 
"In  fact,  too  much  talk  about 
falling  off  is  dangerous  and  can 


result  in  an  artificial  recession," 
he  warned. 

Specifically  naming  "Cynthia," 
"The  Missouri  Story,"  "Living  in  A 
Big  Way,"  "Fiesta,"  "Song  Of  Love," 
"A  Woman  of  My  Own,''  "This  Time 
For  Keeps,"  "The  Birds  and  the 
Bees,"  "The  Hucksters"  and  "Green 
Dolphin  Street"  as  a  group  of  pic- 
tures among  which  are  some  that 
are  "destined  to  be  the  outstanding 
pictures  of  this  or  any  other  year,' 
Rodgers  said  that  only  an  aggressive 
effort  by  the  entire  industry  to  make 
the  public  realize  that  motion  pic- 
tures are  their  greatest  entertain- 
ment value  is  necessary  in  order  to 
prevent  the  much  discussed  but  over- 
rated recession. 

"It  will  take  better  theater  mer 
chandising,  better  theater  housekeep- 
ing, it  will  require  understanding  and 
constructive  comments  on  the  part 
of  reviewers  and  critics,  it  will  re- 
quire intelligent  advertising  to  make 
the  public  realize  that  for  a  low  cost, 
they  are  being  brought  the  best  pro- 
ducts of  the  greatest  writers  in  the 
world,"  he  said. 


Van  Nomikos  Would  Bid 
For  Pix  for  May  wood  Yale 


Chicago— Van  Nomikos,  who  was 
said  to  have  decided  not  to  ask  for 
competitive  bidding  for  any  more  of 
his  houses,  has  written  to  distribu- 
tors asking  to  submit  bids  for  his 
Yale  Theater,  Maywood,  111.,  in  oppo- 
sition to  Manta-Rose's  Lido.  Latter 
is  a  1,500-seat  house,  while  the  Yale 
seats  600. 


SICK  LIST 


THOMAS  0.  McCLEASTER,  20th-Fox 
sales  manager;  FLORENCE  KETT,  biller; 
PHYLLIS  BRYDON,  cashier's  assistant; 
HELEN  MORRISON,  contract  department, 
Indianapolis,  are  all  flu  victims. 


Distributor,  Metro  sales  department 
magazine,  was  promoted  to  assist- 
ant to  H.  M.  Richey,  head  of  the 
company's  sales  promotion  and  ex- 
hibitor and  public  relations  depart- 
ment, effective  tomorrow.  With 
M-G-M  for  20  years,  Simons  joined 
the  company  at  Indianapolis  in  a 
special  capacity  and  was  a  booker, 
office  manager  and  salesman  serving 
also  in  the  Milwaukee  and  Memphis 
branches  before  coming  to  the  home 
office  14  years  ago.  He  will  continue 
to  supervise  The  Distributor. 

Field  promotions  become  effective 
April  21,  with  the  exception  of 
Adams'  appointment,  which  became 
effective  a  week  ago. 


Print  Shortage  Makes 
"Raider"  a  Roadshow 


Because  of  the  company's  inability 
to  secure  enough  Technicolor  prints 
from  London  to  cover  Metropolitan 
circuit  playing  time,  English  Films 
will  book  "The  Raider"  on  a  road- 
show basis  against  percentage,  Nat 
Sanders,  president,  announced  yes- 
terday. Initial  playdates  are  at  the 
Art  and  Sutton  Theaters,  opening 
April  4. 


Trans-International 
Opens  N.  Y.  C.  Office 


Trans-International  Film  of  Los 
Angeles,  headed  by  Sidney  J.  Pink, 
has  set  up  a  New  York  office  under 
Mare  Gilbert  at  131  W.  42nd  St.  for 
the  distribution  and  exhibition  of 
foreign  pictures. 


McLecnsboro  Reduces  Fees 

McLeansboro,  111.  —  A  theater 
license  fee  of  $300  is  planned  by  the 
City  Council,  whose  previous  ordin- 
ance calling  for  a  $750  fee  was  nulli- 
fied by  court  action. 


IS 


Pittsburgh 

Today 


(Canfinued  from  Page  1) 
Warners  and  Loew's  will  each  re- 
tain operation  of  two  of  the  four 
theaters  in  the  pool.  Loew's  will 
operate  the  Penn  and  Ritz  houses; 
Warners',  the  Stanley  and  Warner. 

With  this  action,  all  pools  between 
iefendants  will  be  terminated  by  the 
April  1  deadline. 

The  partnership  of  Loew's  and  E. 
V".  Richards  in  Loew's  State  Theater 
in  New  Orleans  has  been  dissolved, 
v^ogel  also  announced.  Loew's  has 
purchased  Richards'  one-third  inter- 
3st  in  the  theater  and  now  is  100  per 
cent  owner. 


Skouras  Theaters  Back 
Rehabilitation  Campaign 


George  P.  Skouras,  chairman  of  the 
motion  picture  division  of  the 
Civilian  Rehabilitation  Campaign, 
hosted  a  breakfast  for  Skouras 
Theaters'  managers  and  personnel  at 
which  he  urged  them  to  join  with 
him  in  the  national  drive  to  raise 
£2,500,000  for  the  erection  of  the 
Institute  of  Rehabilitation  and  Phys- 
ical Medicine  of  the  New  York  Uni- 
versity -  Bellevue  Medical  Center  to 
provide  the  "third  phase  of  medical 
care"  which  takes  the  patient  from 
the  bed  to  the  job. 

Dr.  Howard  A.  Rusk,  who  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  such  a  Founda- 
tion, also  spoke,  and  "The  Forgotten 
Casualty,"  short  produced  by  Skouras 
Theaters  through  its  Community 
Service  Dept.,  was  shown.  Short, 
which  features  Fredric  March,  will 
play  in  all  Skouras  theaters  during 
the  Institute's  intensive  drive,  April 
L4-May  1. 
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The  screen's 
"Dillinger"  in  his  tough- 
est bullet-man  role — 
as  a  sinister  savage  who 
lived  his  boast  that  "Nobody 
cuts  in  on  me— on  any- 
thing!"...  The  bold,  biting 
drama  of  a  man  of  murderous 
evil  and  his  kind  of  woman- 
even  "deadlier  than  the  male!" 
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WALTER 


TIERNEY  TREVOR  SLEZAK 
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PHILLIP  TERRY  •AUDREY   LONG 

Produced  by  HERMAN  SCHLOM  .  Directed  by  ROBERT  WISE 
Screen  Play  by  EVE  GREENE  and  RICHARD  MACAULAY 
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Bergman  Sets  Meets 
On  U-l  Exploitation 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
"Stairway   to   Heaven"   and   "Great 
Expectations." 

All  exploitation  reps.  East  of  the 
Rockies  will  attend,  including  Wil- 
liam Schulman,  Boston;  Ed  Rosen- 
baum,  Philadelphia;  Harry  Keller, 
Cincinnati;  Ben  Katz  and  Harold 
Butchin,  Chicago;  Perry  Spencer,  At- 
lanta, and  Ralph  Ober,  Dallas. 

U-I  has  set  an  initial  budget  of 
$300,000  to  launch  the  campaign  for 
"Odd  Man  Out,"  scheduled  for  May 
release.  Campaign  will  start  April 
12  in  national  magazines  with  a 
combined  readership  exceeding  60,- 
000,000. 

Picture  will  premiere  at  Loew's 
Criterion  between  April  23  and  May 
7.  William  J.  Heineman,  general  sales 
manager  of  the  J.  Arthur  Rank  divi- 
sion of  Universal  announced,  con- 
firming The  Film  Daily's  report  of 
last  Friday.  Premiere  is  being  backed 
by  a  record  newspaper  campaign. 


Metro  National  Sales 
Meeting  Here  April  28 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ginning   April   28   to   set   the   com- 
pany's post-decree  selling  policy. 

Prime  purpose  of  the  meetings, 
which  are  expected  to  last  at  least 
a  week,  will  be  to  outline  and  dis- 
cuss the  new  method  of  selling  by 
competitive  bidding  invoked  by  the 
N.  Y.  Statutory  Court's  decree. 


You  Will  Find 
In  The  Year  Book 


Whether  you  want  to 
know  the  work  of  » 
player,  or  the  number  ef 
theaters,  in  a  town,  or 
the  otficers  of  an  indus- 
try organization,  or  when 
a  picture  was  released  or 
a  thousand  and  one  other 
facts  of  information  on 
Motion  Pictures,  you  will 
•  md  it  in  the 


1947 
YEAR  BOOK 

of 

MOTION  PICTURES 

JUST  OFF   THE 
PRESS 

Your  check  for  $1000 
(foreign  $15.00)  brings 
you  this  unsurpassed  ref- 
erence volume  in  addition 
to  THE  FILM  DAILY  five 
days  each  week  and  all 
special  editions. 


THE    FILM    DAILY 


1501    Broadway 


New  York   18,   N.  Y. 


Neutralize  Bidding  Irritations 

Won't  Tolerate  Selfish  Motives— Rodgers 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 


intentions  of  the  Order  into  self- 
advantage  will  not  be  tolerated  in 
our  sales  organization,"  Rodgers  told 
his  men. 

Citing  that  the  neutralization  of 
the  many  irritations  that  can  arise 
from  competitive  bidding  will  be  the 
biggest  problem  field  executives  will 
have  to  face,  Rodgers  stressed  the 
importance  of  establishing  a  close 
and  understanding  personal  relation- 
ship between  the  company  and  its 
customers. 

Simons  As  Richey  Aid 

In  this  connection,  Rodgers  an- 
nounced the  company's  intention  to 
expand  and  place  new  emphasis  on 
exhibitor  and  public  relations.  To 
this  end,  he  announced  that  M.  L. 
Simons,  editor  of  the  company's 
house  organ,  had  been  named  assist- 
ant to  H.  M.  Richey  who  heads  the 
sales  promotion  and  exhibitor  and 
public  relations  department.  It  is 
planned  that  in  the  future  both  men 
will  move  into  closer  contact  with  the 
forces  in  the  field. 

Branch   managers   have   been 


told  also  to  bear  in  mind  that 
where  a  picture  fails  to  live  up 
to   expectations,   it   is   expected 
that  every  situation  where  min- 
imum bids  have  been  asked  for 
will  be  notified  immediately  of 
the  new  lower  minimum  applic- 
able   to   that   picture.    Rodgers 
emphasized  that  reclassifications 
were  to  be  made  at  the  discretion 
of  the  branch  heads  where  per- 
formance justified  a  change. 
He  called   attention    to   the   com- 
pany's policy  of  always  advocating 
conciliation  in  clearance  disputes  and 
resorting   to   arbitration  when   con- 
ciliation failed.    He   also   expressed 
the   hope   that   the   "small   fellow's 
courts"     would     be     continued    "as 
against    long,    expensive    litigation 
that  too  many  times  leaves  ill  will 
in  its  wake." 

"It  is  our  sincere  hope  that  the 
technicalities  of  the  decision  will  not 
result  in  the  disturbing  of  these 
friendships  of  many  years  standing," 
he  concluded. 


Boasberg  Feted  By  500 
Exhibitors,  RKO  Reps. 

Approximately  500  exhibitors  and 
company  representatives  attended  a 
testimonial  luncheon  for  Charles 
Boasberg  tendered  by  area  theater- 
men  at  the  Hotel  Astor. 

High  tribute  was  paid  to  Boas- 
berg, who  was  recently  elevated  to 
head  a  new  RKO  sales  division,  by 
Harry  Brandt,  who  acted  as  toast- 
master,  and  Leo:*  Bamberger,  Ray 
Moon,  Fred  Schwartz,  Sam  Rinzler, 
Si  H.  Fabian  and  Len  S.  Gruenberg. 
Latter  succeeds  Boasberg  as  sales 
manager  for  the  Metropolitan  dis- 
trict. 

The  theatermen  presented  Boas- 
berg with  a  silver  tray,  suitably  in- 
scribed for  the  occasion. 

Seated  on  the  dais  in  addition  to 
the  speakers  were  Robert  Weitman, 
Leon  Rosenblatt,  Edward  Rugoff, 
Arthur  Mayer,  Malcolm  Kingsberg, 
Robert  Wolff,  Robert  Boasberg,  Sam 
Rosen,  Sol  Schwartz,  Oscar  Doob, 
William  White,  Phil  Hodes,  Edward 
Lachman,  Julius  Joelson  and  Max  A. 
Cohen. 

Telegrams  of  congratulations  were 
received  from  Robert  Mochrie,  Wal- 
ter Reade,  Jr.,  Ned  Depinet  and  Louis 
Nizer. 


Three  Clearance  Cases 
Filed  with  Hub  Tribunal 


UA's  Kuttnauer  Stricken; 
Funeral  Rites  in  Chi. 


St.  Louis — Louis  V.  Kuttnauer,  49, 
Southern  Illinois  salesman  for  United 
Artists,  died  of  a  heart  attack  in 
Vandalia,  111.,  Friday,  and  funeral 
services  were  held  yesterday  in  Chi- 
cago. He  had  been  with  UA  since 
last  August.  Prior  to  that  he  was  a 
salesman  for  RKO  in  Des  Moines,  St. 
Louis  manager  and  salesman  for  Re- 
public Pictures  here  and  for  many 
years  was  St.  Louis  city  salesman  for 
Paramount. 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
ance  enjoyed  by  the  Senter  and  Hy- 
annis  Theaters  in  Hyannis,  Mass. 

Narragansett  Pier  Amusement 
Corp.,  operating  the  Community  The- 
ater in  Wakefield,  R.  I.,  requested  the 
abolishment  of  clearances  favoring 
the  Strand,  Majestic,  Carlton,  Albee, 
Loew's  State  and  Fays  Theaters  in 
Providence. 

Terming  the  clearances  enjoyed  by 
the  Colonial  and  Gardens  Theaters  in 
Laconia,  N.  H.,  over  his  Key  The- 
ater in  Meredith  "unreasonable,"  Jo- 
seph G.  Kennedy  asked  the  arbi- 
trator for  abolishment  of  the  exist- 
ing arrangements. 

Boston  AAA  Reduces 
Clearance  for  Maine  Houses 

In  an  award  filed  last  week,  the 
Boston  tribunal  of  the  American  Ar- 
bitration Association  reduced  the 
clearance  of  30  days  enjoyed  by  the 
Colonial  and  Capitol  Theaters  in 
Augusta,  Me.,  over  the  Gull  Theater 
in  Winthrop,  to  14  days. 

Arbitrator  also  decided  that  such 
clearances  shall  be  applicable  only  to 
pictures  played  by  the  Augusta 
houses  within  35  days  of  availability, 
otherwise  the  Gull  could  play  such 
pictures  immediately  without  further 
regard  to  clearance. 


Ohio  ITO  Supports  Bill 
For  Extended  Work  Hours 


Columbus,  O.— ITO  of  Ohio  mem- 
bers, in  a  Service  Bulletin,  are  be- 
ing urged  to  contact  Legislators  in 
an  effort  to  have  House  Bill  349 
voted  out  of  committee.  Bill  would 
extend  the  working  hours  of  women 
between  16  and  18  years  of  age  until 
10  p.m.,  while  those  over  21  would 
be  permitted  to  work  after  10  p.m. 


$34,243,593  is  Ticket 
Tax  Take  in  February 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
increase   over  the  previous  month's 
collection. 

The  February  collection  repre- 
sented about  a  $3,000,000  drop  from 
the  $37,054,761  figure  for  January. 
Although  February  is  the  shcg^t 
month,  the  monthly  collectionHJWe 
on  the  previous  month's  business,  so 
although  there  were  less  business 
days  for  the  receipts  to  come  in,  it 
is  not  likely  that  a  longer  month  for 
collection  would  have  materially  in- 
creased the  total.  Most  collections  are 
reported  in  during  the  early  part  of 
che  following  month. 

Fiscal  year  total  thus  rose  to 
$315,817,338,    and    with    four 
months  to  go  in  the  fiscal  year  it 
began    to    appear   that   the    12- 
month  figure  might  hit  close  to 
$450,000,000  —  far  above  earlier 
estimates   of   $400,000,000.   Cor- 
responding  figure   at   this   time 
last  year  was  only  $270,066,220 
—a  difference  of  $45,751,118. 
Collection  in  the  Third  New  York 
(Broadway)    collection    district    fell 
off  sharply  from  last  month's  record 
high  of  $9,229,990,  with  only  $5,473,- 
345 — which  means  that  through  the 
rest  of  the  country  last  month's  take 
was   actually   an   improvement   over 
the  previous  month.  The  Broadway 
collection  was   still  better  than  the 
$5,054,088  reported  a  month  earlier. 
Broadway  theaters  accounted  for 
$4,794,273,  compared  with  $4,220,641 
a  year  earlier  and  $8,367,224  a  year 
earlier. 


Charles  Ross  to  Resume 
Studio  Light  Manufacture 

Charles  Ross,  Inc.,  lighting  equip- 
ment manufacturers  entering  their 
31st  year  of  production,  will  start 
manufacturing  a  new  line  of  incan- 
descent lighting  equipment  for  studio 
use,  following  a  wartime  lapse  dur- 
ing which  time  they  handled  distribu- 
tion mainly.  Introduction  of  their 
new  line  of  Rosslights  will  begin 
about  May  1,  but  Ross  will  still  con- 
tinue as  distributors  of  the  complete 
Mole-Richardson  line. 


Harlan  Battels  Dead 

Denver  —  Harlan  O.  Bartels,  62, 
former  20th-Fox  film  salesman,  is 
dead.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Ann. 


UJECSiHG  BELLS 


Ryan-Norris 

W-st  Coast  Bureau  cf  THE  FILM  DAILY 
Hollywood — Sheila  Ryan  and  Ed- 
ward  Norris,   film    players,   will   be 
married  April  30  in  Mexico  City. 

Kaufman-Cohen 

Anne  Kaufman,  daughter  of  George 
S.  Kaufman,  will  marry  Bruce  David 
Cohen,  May  8  at  the  Kaufman  home 
in  Holicong,  Pa. 
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ecision  on  Stay 
'leas  Expected  Today 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
opeared,     along    with     Robert    L. 

'right  and  Philip  Marcus  for  the 
epartment  of  Justice,  before  Jus- 
ce  Stanley  Reed  in  camera,  it  was 
glieved  that  the  decision  to  come 
at  ay  will  be  based  upon  discus- 
ifoj,  .  the  matter  by  the  full  court 
-which  was  scheduled  to  meet  Sat- 
fday  for  a  conference  on  this  and 
;her  matters. 

Friday's  conference,  which  found 
is  participants  extremely  close- 
iouthed  about  the  proceedings,  is 
elieved  generally  to  have  followed 
lie  lines  of  arguments  included  in 
ie  briefs  filed  last  week  by  the  par- 
cipants. 


♦CC  Invites  Prod.,  Distrib., 
xhib.  Reps,  to  Convention 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 

lay  6,  7,  8,  with  headquarters  at 
:ie  Ambassador  Hotel. 
Eric  Johnston,  president  of  MPAA; 
>onald  Nelson,  prexy  of  SIMPP,  rep- 
esenting  production;  William  F. 
dodgers,  M-G-M;  Spyros  Skouras 
hd  Tom  Connors,  20th-Fox;  Ned 
>epinet  and  Robert  Mochrie,  RKO; 
Jharles  Reagan,  Paramount;  Ben 
lalmenson,  Warners;  William  A. 
cully,  Universal;  Abe  Montague, 
Columbia;  Grad  Sears,  UA;  M.  R. 
(oldstein,  Monogram;  James  Grain- 
er,  Republic;  Ralph  Clark,  PRC, 
epresenting  distribution;  Jack 
arsch  and  Abram  F.  Myers  of  Na- 
ional  Allied,  and  Fred  Wehrenberg 
nd  Herman  Levy  of  MPTOA,  repre- 
enting  national  exhib.  organizations. 


ew  Mogull's  Catalogue  Issued 

Mogull's  Camera  &  Film  Exchange 
as  issued  a  new  catalogue  of  16  mm. 
objects  for  rental  or  sale.  Cata- 
>gue  includes  a  number  of  subjects 
)r  which  Mogull's  has  exclusive 
orld  rights. 


Why  Jose  Iturbt 

Backs  Red  Cross 

THE  Red  Cross  is  a  monument  to 
'  the  unselfishness  of  all  those 
who  have 
worked  for  its 
good  and  the 
good  of  hu- 
manity. Its 
accomplish- 
ments cannot 
be  evaluated. 
It  is  an  o  r  - 
ga  nization 
which  should 
have  the  spon- 
sorship of  every  individual.  I  for  one 
will  support  it  wholeheartedly  and 
urge  all  who  will  listen  to  do  the 
same.  The  Red  Cross  is  a  cause 
which  should  be  nearest  the  heart 
of  every  individual  and  receive  gen- 
erous aid  and  enthusiastic  praise 
from  all.— JOSE  ITURBI 


tAttMv  Headline**: 


BARNEY  BALABAN,  Paramount  president,  and  chairman  of  the  industry's  United 
Jewish  Appeal  campaign,  is  in  Hollywood  to  discuss  that  area's  participation  in  the  UJA 
drive  with  Coast  leaders.  Trip  is  Balaban's  second  in  behalf  of  the  UJA  national  drive. 
He  spoke  in  Philadelphia  last  Wednesday  and  helped  to  organize  the  campaign  there 

• 

ROBERT  MOCHRIE,  RKO  Radio  vice-president  and  general  sales  manager,  Friday  an- 
nounced that  James  F.  Davie  has  been  appointed  branch  manager  in  Vancouver  His 
predecessor,  William  S.  Jones,  will  act  as  supervisor  at  the  Vancouver  exchange 

• 

TELEVISION  ZOOMAR  LENS  developed  by  Dr.  Frank  G.  Buck  for  Jerry  Fairbanks 
Inc.,  was  demonstrated  to  a  group  of  television  engineers  by  Jack  Pegler  New  York 
general  manager.  Demonstrations  for  the  press  and  television  networks  will  be  made  fol- 
lowing Fairbanks  arrival  from  Hollywood  April  7. 

^DlPL°rAJICtSOuURnEScr?°rLted  */>****  P°'and  "as  expressed  its  approval  of 
Stanton  Gr.ff.s  to  be  U.  S.  Ambassador.  Griffis  is  chairman  of  Paramount  executive 
committee. 

SECOND  PRODUCTION  BY  ARGOSY  FUTURES,  headed  by  John  Ford  and  Merian 
Picture^/  ^  ^  F°rd"  '*  Wi"  be  3  UA  releaSe  Under  a  one- 

>  kEIRn  11  ENTERING  an  EnS|jsh  print  of  "The  Yearling"  in  the  World  Film  Festival 
to  be  held  this  yearjt  Brussels  from  June  1  to  June  30. 

2%  Sales  Tax  Is  Bor^ 
To  Md.  5%  Ticket  Levy 

Baltimore  —  Maryland  escaped  a 
proposed  five  cents  admission  tax 
with  the  passage  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature of  a  two  per  cent  sales  levy. 
Ticket  levy  had  been  introduced  as  an 
alternative  in  case  the  sales  tax 
failed  of  passage. 

Victory  is  the  second  for  theaters 
in  this  area  in  recent  months  as  the 
Baltimore  City  Council  knocked  down 
an  admission  levy  in  favor  of  a 
tobacco  tax. 


Del.  Exhibs.  Fight  Tax 
And  Censorship  Bills 

Dover,  Del.  —  Steering  committee 
of  Delaware  members  of  the  MPTO 
of  Delaware  and  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland,  appointed  recently  in 
Milford,  met  here.  A.  Joseph  De- 
Fiore,  manager,  Park,  Wilmington, 
presided. 

Delaware's  exhibitors  are  opposing 
a  proposed  censorship  bill  as  well  as 
a  proposed  enabling  act  for  a  Wil- 
mington luxury  tax,  including  the- 
ater admissions.  Changes  in  the  Sab- 
bath law  are  being  favored  by  exhibs. 
Sunday  movies  in  unincorporated 
towns  of  New  Castle  County  would 
be  permitted  under  one  proposal  now 
before  the  legislature. 


MP  Associates  Nominate 
Five  for  Beacon  Award 


Nominees  for  the  Beacon  Award 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Associates 
selected  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
unit  include  Spyros  P.  Skouras,  Bar- 
ney Balaban,  Jack  Cohn,  Samuel 
Rinzler,  Arthur  Mayer.  A  donation 
of  $250  was  made  to  the  French 
Hospital  following  adoption  of  a 
resolution.  The  Camp  Fund  Plan  was 
up  for  consideration  and  it  was  de- 
cided publicity  would  be  launched  and 
sufficient  funds  allotted  to  get  the 
project  started. 

The  organization  will  hold  a  lunch- 
eon meeting  today  in  the  Georgian 
Room  of  the  Hotel  Piccadilly  at  which 
time  two  amendments  to  the  by-laws 


Para.  55-Cent  Price  Due 
For  Long  Stay— Weitman 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
showcase,  told  The  Film  Daily  over 
i  the  week-end. 

Weitman  said  that  he  was  fully 
aware  of  the  whispers  that  were  go- 
ing the  rounds:  "ill-advised  . 
premature  .  .  .  policy  will  change 
with  the  Bob  Hope  picture  .  .  .  bad 
precedent  .   .   ." 

Admitting  that  costs  were  higher 

than   evpr.   and   possibly  on   the   in- 

|  crease,  Weitman  opined  that  the  limit 

|  to  hiked  admissions  had  been  reached 

some  time  ago.  "Besides,"  he  added. 

|  bv  way  of  a  nudding-proof  argument! 

"I'd  rather  have  two  customers  at  55 

cents  than  one  at  70  cents." 

Although  he  refused  to  commit 
himself,  the  tenor  of  Weitman's  atti- 
tude was  that  it  would  not  be  too 
long  before  other  Broadway  houses 
would  have  to  readjust  their  admis- 
sion scale  to  permit  low-income 
patrons  to  come  to  the  Broadway 
theaters  as  they  did  in  the  war  years 
when  they  were  temporarily  flush. 

Yonkers  Will  Present  Tax 
Needs  to  County  Today 

Yonkers  will  present  its  tax  re- 
quirements to  Westchester  County, 
this  morning  in  the  Board  Room  of 
the  County  Office  Building,  White 
Plains,  New  York. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  city  controller, 
and  Robert  Craig  Montgomery,  city 
manager,  will  represent  the  City  of 
Yonkers.  Several  weeks  ago,  Ken- 
nedy told  The  Film  Daily  that  Yon- 
kers' additional  fiscal  needs  could  be 
amply  met  by  a  two  per  cent  sales 
tax. 


Party  for  John  Backman 

Charlotte,  N.  C— Warner  branch 
employes  hosted  John  A.  Backman, 
who  resigned  as  branch  manager,  at 
a  going  away  party. 

will  be  voted  upon.  These  are  change 
of  age  requirements  for  honorary 
life  membership  and  change  in  duties 
of  chairman  of  the  finance  commit- 
tee. 


The 
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going 


ere  is  greatness 


n  this 


,gway  story  classic 


of  a  bold  and  violent  love! 


Benedict  Bogeaus 

presents 


»? 


I' 


GREGORY  PECK -JOAN  BENNETT 

m  Ernest  Hemingway's 

"THE  MACOMBER  AFFAIR" 


■MS 


also  starring 


ROBERT  PRESTON 


with  Reginald  Denny  •  Jean  Gillie  •  Directed  by  zoltan  korda 

Produced  by  Benedict  Bogeaus  and  Casey  Robinson 

Screenplay  by  Casey  Robinson  and  Seymour  Bennett 
Adaptation  by  Seymour  Bennett  and  Frank  Arnold 


Opening  in  35  key  spots  starting  April  10! 
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